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Tuesday t  27th  February  186<). 


Ordered,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  practical  working 
of  the  present  systems  of  Telegntphic  and  Postel  CommmiScatkiiB  lMtir««n  thb  Couitfiy 
and  the  East  Indies. 


Friday t  9ih  March  1866. 


Select  Committee  nominated 

Mr.  Crawford. 

Lord  Stanley  (vacated  Us 

6th  July). 
Mr.  Childers. 
L(ird  Robert  Montsgv* 
Mr.  Stansfeld. 

Admiral  Seymour  (Taoated  his 

seat  Mth  'Tuij). 
Mr.  Ayrton. 


Mr.  Turner. 

Sir  Henry  Rawlinson. 

Mr.  Baillie. 

Mr.  We^elin. 

Sir  Charles  Bright. 

Air.  XiainL 

Mr.  MofikM. 

Mr.  Sdireiber. 


Ord  redy  TnxT  the  Committee  have  power  to  send  for  Persouat  P^«n,  and  Reoords. 
Ordtred,  That  five  be  the  Quorum  of  the  Committee. 


TTmdayt  22nd  March  L866. 


Ordered,  Tbat  all  Petitions  presented  thi^i  Session  relative  to  Postal  Communication 
inSk  India  be  ti£uttd  to  the  Sdtoet  Committee. 


Monday,  2Zrd  April  1866. 


Ordered,  That  it  be  as  instruction  to  the  Seloct  Committee  on  East  India  Couunu- 
lucations  that  they  be  empowered  to  extend  tiieir  inqnuy  to  China  and  Japan,  and 

Australia  and  the  Mauritius. 

Ordered,  TiiAT  the  Select  Committ(^e  do  coiisii^t  of  17  Members. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Marsh  and  Mr.  Bruokb  bo  added  to  the  Committee. 


Monday,  I6th  July  1866. 


Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hunt  and  Sir  James  Feisnsaoa  be  added  to  the  Committee. 


Friday,  20Ui  July  1866. 

Ordered,  TnAT  the  Committee  have  power  to  Be^rt  their  Observations,  together  with 
the  Minotes  of  Evidence  taken  before  them,  to  The  House. 


BEPOET  

PBOCEBDINGS  OF  THE  COMMITTEE 
MINUTES  OP  EVIDENCE  - 

APPEXIMX  -      .      -      .  . 
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REPORT. 


THE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  appointed  to  inqtiire  into  the  practical 
working  of  the  present  System  of  Tslegraphic  and  Postal  Communica- 
tions between  this  Country  and  the  East  Indies,  and  who  were  instructed 

to  extend  their  inquiiy  lu  CUna,  Japan,  AustraUat  and  the  MoMrUhui  

Hays  considered  the  matters  to  them  referred,  and  have  agreed  to  the 
fiillovjng  REPORT 

1.  It  appears  from  a  table  laid  before  your  Coniuiittee  by  Mr.  Valpy,  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  that  the  total  value  of  vmportB  into  the  United  Kingdom,  and  of 

Britisli  produce  exported  therofrnm,  and  total  tonnage  of  vessels  entered  and 
cleared  at  ports  in  the  United  kingdom,  in  the  year  1865,  were  as  follows: — 

£. 

TslUQoriinporte  271,lS4,m 

Yaluo  of  Exports  (Britidi  pndnoe  and  mamiliMStiiM)  •  165,862,408 

Tonnage  of  VesseLs  — 

Entered  14,317,886 
Cleansd       -   14,579,206 

Of  these  quantities,  Briti«b  India,  Singaj  iorc,  Coylon,  ]\f  anritius,  China,  China 
(Hone  Kong),  Egypt,  the  Dutch  l^ossesijious  in  India  (Java,  Sumatra,  &c.)^ 
the  Phillippine  Islands,  Japan,  and  Australia,  conteibnted  the  foHoving  pro. 
portions: — 


COUNTai£S. 

IniportJ. 

£xpi>m. 

TkMMpolVciidi. 

CkutL 

British  India  ... 
Singapore  -  -  -  - 
CeyloB  .  -  -  - 
Alauritina  .      .      .  ■ 

Ghfoa  (Hontr  Kong)  - 

En-T]ll             .           .           -  . 

Dutcli  PfMwieagions  in  India] 
(Java,  Sumatra,  &c.)  -_f 
Fhilii|>l>iuc  Islands 

Anstntlia*  -      .      -  - 

£. 

37,306,372 

2,169,036 
3,71)7,015  * 
l,0»(5,i90 

10,073,900 
773,068 

21,773,260 

226 

1,263,904 
614,743 
10,869,118 

f . 

ie,-j5J,5;u 

1,442,460 

50(t,S4H 
3,609,301 
1^1, BSl 
6,080,087 

028,042 

046,624 
1,520,896 
18,86»,8ft7 

Tons. 

664,391 
77,835 
62,197 
41,029 
81,006 
14,406 

861,419 

-    Nil  - 

23,207 
0,361 
186,640 

Tom. 

671,660 
60,292 
60,400 
30,805 
60.878 
43,848 

488,268 

29,349 

18,066 
10,602 
887,389 

Total  for  the  aboTe«namedl 
Coontnes    •      '  -j 

68,117,aH 

4S,8»7,846 

MaSfiea 

I,8«»,09O 

'2.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  upwards  of  2b  per  cent,  of  the  whole  of  the  ex- 
ternal commerce  of  the  United  Kingdom  is  transacted  vith  the  seyend  countries 

above  enumerated.  Tlio  great  importance  of  rapid  and  regular  systems  of 
commuuicatious  between  cuuntrics  tr;ui<;itcting  busiu^  of  such  magnitude  and 
importance,  can  hardly  therefore  be  over-rated. 

3.  Muiy  merchants,  bankers,  and  others,  engs^^  in  carrying  on  tlieso  vast 

operations, 

*  Not  tnoludiag  iu  any  caae  precious  aaetala. 
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operations,  tiaving  complained  of  the  iiiiufficicucy  of  the  existing  postal  and 
telegraphic  arrangements,  your  Committee  have  inquired  into  their  all^ationa 
on  both  point*,  and  carefully  considered  the  cireumstattces  in  tiieir  Bevexal 
bearings, 

'*A8  lUta^DB  THE  Postal  Ssevicb.'* 

Existing  Postal  Contracts. 

4.  The  now  subsisting  contracts  between  Her  Majesty's  Government  and  the 
Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam  Navigation  Company  for  the  conTeyance  of  mails 
between  England  and  India,  Ceylon,  Mauritius,  China*  and  Anstnilia,  are  torn 
in  number.  The  fir«t  contract  under  which  (ho  India  and  China  mails  arc  con- 
veyed, is  dated  the  1st  January  1853,  and  is  now  terminable  at  one  year's  notice. 
Under  this  contract  the  mails  were  to  be  conveyed  twice  each  way  in  every 
calendar  month,  between  England  and  Alexandria,  vid  Southampton  and  Mar- 
seilles ;  and  twice  each  way  in  every  month  between  Suez,  Calcutta,  and  Hong 
Kong.  The  vessels  so  employed  w  ere  to  be  of  not  less  thua  1 , 1 00  tons  burden, 
and  were  to  maintain  an  avenige  speed  of  not  lees  than  10  knots  an  hour.  The 
Company  also  engapr^'d  to  carry  mails  between  Sin;2;apore  and  Sydney,  once  each 
way,  in  every  alternate  monti),  in  vessels  of  not  less  than  600  tons  burden,  which 
should  maintain  an  average  speed  of  8|  knots  an  hour.  The  payment  to  the 
Company  in  respect  of  the  India  and  China  services  wat  to  he  199,600  l,  with  a 
proviso  tliat  it  was  to  \)v  reduced  to  I  ~ 9, 600  I.  per  annum,  &\x  months  after  the 
opening  of  the  railway  across  Eg}'pt.  in  consequence  of  that  proviso,  and  of 
certain  other  modifleatiom,  which  have  since  been  introduced  in  the  contract,  the 
amount  in  respect  of  the  services  in  question  is  retlueed  this  year  to  162,125 
of  which  86,567  /.  have  been  voted  in  Cooimittee  of  Supply,  leaving  75,558/. 
to  be  providi'd  from  other  sources. 

.  6.  By  a  contract  dated  7th  July  1854,  the  mails  were  to  be  carried  twice  eaoii 
way,  erory  calradar  month,  between  Bombay  and  Adea,  in  vessels  of  not  less 
than  800  tons  burden,  and  to  maintain  an  average  speed  of  10  knots  an  hour. 
This  service  has  since  been  extended  from  Aden  to  Sue?;.  The  payinrnt  to  the 
Company  in  respect  of  these  services  was  to  be  24,700  /.  per  aununi ;  but  only 
22,000  /.  has  been  voted  in  Committee  of  Supply  this  year  on  account  cf  them. 
This  contract  is  also  terminable  at  one  yeai^s  notice. 

6.  Besides  the  above  stated  sums,  65,500  /.  have  been  voted  for  "  additional 

service??,"  makini*^  the  entire  vote  of  the  present  year,  in  respect  of  the  India  and 
China  mail  services,  after  deductions,  and  coutributions  from  other  sources^ 
174,067  /. 

7.  The  Australian  maOa  are  now  carried  undw  a  contract,  dated  the  17^  day  of 

November  18r».),  between  the  Postmaster  General  and  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental 
Company.  The  Company  undertake  to  convey  the  mails  from  Point  de  Gallo, 
vid  King  Georpfe's  Sound  and  Melbourne,  to  Sydney  in  5 16  hours ;  and  from 
Sydney,  viu  .Melbourne  and  King  George's  Sound,  to  Point  de  Gaile  in  564 
hours,  on  the  following  conditions : 

That  a  sum,  after  tVie  rate  of  r20,00f)  I.  per  annum,  shall  be  paid  to  the 
Company  so  long  as  it  sliall,  upon  the  requisition  of  the  Postmaster  General, 
cause  to  be  performed  one  such  yoynge  each  way  in  every  calendai  iiiuntli : 

Or,  a  sum  after  tl)e  rate  of  130,000/.  per  annum,  if  and  so  long  as  the 
mid  Company  shall,  upon  the  requisition  of  the  Postmaster  Genml,  cause 
to  be  perfoimed  one  audi  voyage  each  way  in  every  lunar  month  of  four 

weeks : 

Or,  a  sum,  atter  the  rate  of  1  r(»,()()() /.  per  annum,  if  and  so  long  as  tlu? 
said  Company  shall,  upon  the  rt(][uisition  of  the  Postmaster  General,  cause 
to  be  performed  two  such  voyages  each  way  in  every  calendar  mouth : 

Or,  a  sura,  after  the  rate  of  184,166/.  per  annum,  if  and  so  long  as  the 
said  Company  shall,  upon  the  requisition  of  the  Postmast«  General,  cause 
to  be  jierformed  two  such  voyages  each  way  in  every  lunar  mouth  of  four 

weeks. 

This 
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This  contract  is  to  be  terminable  at  24  calendar  months'  notice.  The  sum  to  be 
asked  in  Cominittee  of  Supply  in  respect  of  thia  service,  is  59,750  being  one 
moiety  of  the  contract  payment,  afiter  allowance  of  500    for  discontinnance  of 

Admiralty  Surveys. 

8.  The  Mauritius  mails  arc  carried  under  a  contract  dated  the  16th  day  of  April 
1861,  by  which  the  above-mentioned  Company  undertook  to  convey  mails  once  each 
^y  in  eveiy  month  between  Suez  and  Mauritius,  calling  at  the  Seychelle  blaadSy 
for  tiro  purpose  of  landing  and  embarkiiii^  mails  on  caeli  of  the  homeward  vovn^cf, 
and  on  each  of  the  outward  voyages,  except  during  the  months  of  June,  July,  and 
August.  The  vessels  so  employed  to  be  of  not  less  than  850  tons  burden,  and  to 
arrive  and  depart  from  Su<  z  and  Mauritius  on  certain  days  in  each  monlft^ 
specified  in  a  table  inserted  in  the  c<>ntract ;  but  under  a  new  contract,  for  a 
line  between  Mauritius  and  Point  do  Galle,  entered  into  provisionally,  the 
payment  is  reduced  to  18,000/.  The  payment  for  sneh  services  was  30,000  L 
per  annum,  to  bo  paid  l>y  the  CoIotiv.  Notice  Ims  been  givnn  by  tlu:  ('onipany 
to  teruiiu&te  the  contract,  and  the  last  voyage  under  it  was  to  bo  made  in  the 
month  of  June  last  past. 

9.  The  maib  to  Japan  are  carried  every  fortnight  in  vessels  belonging  to  the 
Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company,  hut  for  to  much  of  the  service  as  lies  between 

Shan2:Tini  and  Japim  no  subsidy  is  paid.  The  ("om|>anT  are  now  claiM]iii_!;  a  sub- 
sidy, as  there  are  seasons  of  the  year  when  the  services  may  be  discontinued  for 
commercial  purposes. 

10.  By  an  agreement  made  between  the  above-named  Company  and  the  Po6t- 
znaater  General^  dated  the  27th  Febniaxy  1866,  amongst  other  matters  to  which 

it  is  not  neccp^ary  to  refer,  it  was  anrccfl,  that  instead  of  the  mails  between 
England,  India,  and  China,  being  carried  at  a  nominal  average  speed  of  10  knots  an 
hiour,  with  tho  nec^sary  latitude  for  divergence  from  a  direct  line,  according  to 
the  contracts  of  1st  January  1853,  and  7ti^  July  1854,  tliey  shall  henceforth  be 
conveyed  betv\  L>L>ii  the  several  ports  in  the  same  number  of  hours  as  were  provided 
in  the  time  tables  appended  to  those  contracts,  tins  being  equivalent  to  an  average 
speed  of  9  i  Icnots  in  a  direct  line.  The  object  of  this  modification  was  to  esta- 
blish the  means  of  carrymg  out  the  system  of  pmalties  and  premiums  provided 
by  the  new  agreement. 

11.  The  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company  possess  a  fleet  of  57  steam  vessels^ 
of  the  aggregate  tonnage  of  84,176  tons,  and  of  18,230  horse  power.  Your 
<kHnmittee  are  of  opinion  that  the  services  under  the  seyersl  contracts  to  which 

reference  has  Iilcii  Tnade.liave  iuan  well  performed,  and  the  Assistant  Secretary  of 
the  Post  Otiice  stated  that  uo  mall  that  was  entrusted  to  this  Company  for  con- 
veyance was  ever  lost. 

Bmnbcty  the  Port  for  Indian  Mails, 

12.  "Wlien  tlie  coritmct  was*  m-xdo  in  18.' 3  for  the  conveyance  of  the  mails  by 
sea  to  Madras  and  Calcutta,  such  an  arrangement  was  due  to  the  jpolitical  and 
commercial  importance  <^  those  cities,  atid  was  also  the  most  conTsment  method 
that  c<mld  then  have  been  adopted  as  regarded  the  distribution  of  letters  in  India, 
but  circumstances  have  since  happened  which  render  a  re-con«!tdenitton  and  re- 
arrangement of  the  postal  service  between  this  country  and  India  a  matter  of 
urgent  necessity. 

13.  Mr.  Ridddt,  the  Director  General  of  the  Post  Office  of  India,  addressed  a 

letter  to  the  Secretary  to  tho  Government  of  India,  on  the  24th  April  I860,  in 
which  he  called  attention  to  the  fict.  tliat  the  contract  witli  the  Peninsular  and 
Oriental  Company  would  expire  in  the  folion  ing  )ear,  and  mentioned  some  of  the 
Inconveniences  which  occnrred  under  the  existing  system.  He  said: — **  At  present 
"  four  mails  are  despatched  from  England  and  from  India  every  month,  two  from 
"  and  to  Hoinbay.  and  two  from  and  to  Calcutta.  According  to  the  time  table,  35 
"  days  arc  occujfied  between  Loudon  aud  Calcutta,  via  Marseilles;  24  days  between 
"  London  and  Bombay.  The  mail  of  the  10th  January  should  reach  Calcutta  on 
"  the  13lh  February,  w  liile  tivat  of  tho  18th  Jannary  should  reach  Bombay  on  the 
lOth  February.  It  is  clear  that  all  places  within  three  days  post  of  Bombay 
4{s8.  A3  '*  womd 
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**  would  ree^ve  the  mail  of  the  18th  January,  via  Bombay,  before  the  mail  of  the 
"  lOth  January  reached  Calcutta.  At  a  place  situated  as  Benares,  the  mail  of 
*•  the  10th  January,  via  Calcutta,  woulti  be  delivered  on  the  rtiornino^  of  the  16th 
"  lebruary.  A  mail  ot  the  tame  date,  if  sent  vid  Bombay,  would  reach  Bombay 
'*  ou  the  2nd  February,  and  be  deliTexed  at  Benares  on  the  7tli  or  8th  Febraary. 
"  Tlic  mail  which  left  London  on  the  18th  January,  v;'^  Bombay, would  be  delivered 
*'  at  Benares  on  the  15l!i  iGth  Fel'ruarv  at  the  sjime  time,  or  b -fore  the  mail 
**  of  the  10th  January  jurived,  via  Calcutta,  lienares  is  about  i,000  miles  from 
**  Bombay,  and  ^22  miles  from  Calcutta. 

**  The  mail  which  left  London  on  the  10th  January  is  due  at  Calcutta  on  the 

"  1 3th  February ;  if  it  were  .sent  rid  Bombay  it  would  be  due  at  Bombay  on  the 
'*  2rul  February,  and  according;  to  present  ratc^  of  speed,  and  oven  with  the 
existing  means  of  transport,  the  letters  would  all  bo  delivered  in  Calcutta  on 
**  the  9th  or  10th,  and  all  Southampton  newspapns  by  the  12th  or  13ch. 

**  The  case  as  regards  Madras  is  similar;   The  mail  leavin|r  London  on  the 

"  I Otli  January  is  due  at  Madras,  rid  Gallc,  on  t!ie  Htb  February;  if  sent  by 
*^  Bombay,  it  would  be  due  on  the  6th  February,  having  reached  Bombay  on  the 
**  2nd  idem." 

14.  Since  the  date  of  tiie  atiove  letter,  great  progress  has  been  made  in  the 
completion  of  the  railway  system  in  India.  It  appears  firom  the  evidence  of  the 
officers  of  the  Ea&t  Indian,  the  (irrat  Indian  Peninsula,  and  the  ^!ild^:l-  Iliiilway 
Companies,  that  in  the  Spring  of  1868  there  will  be  continuous  railway  commu- 
nication between  Bombay,  Calcutta,  and  the  North  Western  Provinces  of  India  ; 
and  that  Madras  also  will  be  ooBneoted  with  Bcmibay  by  railway  in  July 
1869. 

15.  In  a  despatch  addressed  to  the  Sccretar}*  of  State  for  India  on  the  23d 
November  1865,  by  the  Governor  ( ieneral  in  Council  of  India,  it  was  stated  tliat, 
"  The  iVagporo  extension  of  the  Great  Indian  Peninsula  Railway  will  be  upeuod 
"  to  \A'urdidi,  within  60  miles  of  Nagpore,  in  Janu:u  v  lu  xt,  and  will  be  com* 
'*  ph  ted  to  Na<.q>iire,  it  is  belle vkI,  in  January  1867.  Between  Nag]>ore  and 
"  Mirzapore  the  whole  distance  can  be  traversed  by  mail-carts  throughout  the 
"  year.  Even  now  it  will  be  seen  from  the  dates  for  cloring  the  mails,  the  mails 
"  vi^i  Qalle  ha\  e  become  for  letters  quite  useU  -g.    The  mail  which  left  Calcutta 

this  mominj  by  the  Galle  route  is  due  in  London  on  or  about  the  27th  proximo, 
***  while  the  mail  wiiich  closes  this  evening  for  tlie  Bombay  route,  and  by  which 

this  de^atdi  will  be  tiatismitted  should,  it  is  believed,  reach  Lmidon  on  or 
"  about  the  21at." 

16.  That  Bombay  should  be  the  port  for  arrival  and  departure  of  mails  between 
this  country  and  India  is  the  opinion  of  Her  Majesty's  Postmaster  General.  In 
a  letter  dated  14th  July  1865,  written  by  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Post 
Office  to  Mr.  IMerivale  at  the  India  Office,  it  was  said,  **  The  Postmaster  Gene- 

"  ral  fully  agret's  with  Sir  C.  \^'o(h]  and  the  Government  of  India,  in  the 
"  opinion  expres-sed  in  your  letter,  of  the  advantage  of  substituting  for  the 
**  preH.;nt  postal  service  with  India  a  weekly  sendee,  and  in  thinking  that  such 
service  should  be  exclusively  with  Bombay."  And  Mr.  Hill  also  informed 
your  Committee  that  letters  s-.tA  to  i  onibny  wonM  arrive  at  the  best  possible 

Ciutin  India  for  their  speedy  dl^tributiou,  and  that  the  gain  to  the  public  would 
very  great  indeod. 

As  to  fV&ikly  Mmi  to  India. 

1 7.  Mr.  Hidden,  in  his  letter  to  the  Government  of  India  of  the  24th  April  1860, 
having  strouglv  recommended  the  establishment  of  a  weekly  mail,  via  Bombay, 
the  Govemcn'  General  in  Council,  in  sending  that  letter  to  the  Hmne  Govern- 
ment, said.  "  III  forwaiding  the  Director  General's  letter  for  consideration  of  Her 
**  Majestv's  ( iovemment,  we  bejr  to  pxjiress  onr  nenrrcnce  in  liis  views  of  the 
*•  expetliencv  of  providing  as  soon  as  j>ossible  for  a  weekly  po-^tal  c  aumunication 
«•  with  BomWy,  whereby  the  whole  of  India  would  receive  letters  by  every  mail. 
"  At  present  only  a  very  small  jiart  of  India  has  the  benefit  of  four  mnih  i-.i  the 
"  month,  the  whole  of  the  North  Western  Provinces,  the  Punjab,  Scmde,  and 
"  Bombay,  and  a  great  portion  of  the  Madras  Presidency  reoeivii^  no  benefit 
**  whateveir  from  the  two  maila  which  are  sent  wd  Qalle.*' 

18.  The 
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18.  The  Assistant  Secretary  to  the  Post  Office  stated  to  your  Committee  that  ^ 
the  Post  Office  had  long  desired  to  see  a  weekly  mail  established.   That  it  would 
be  mnehiBora  oonvenieat  to  tihem,  and,  what  they  regarded  vttli  greater  interest, 
that  tbqr  bdteved  it  would  be  verj  adrantageoaB  to  ue  two  countriw. 

19.  In  January  1865,  a  nemoria],  signed  by  most  of  the  piincipal  merehants 

and  Knnkers  in  l^ondnn.  entraired  in  commercial  and  monetary  transactions-  \rith 
India,  was  presented  to  the  Postmaster  General,  praying  that  a  w  eekly  mail  might 
be  established  between  London  and  Bombay,  to  leave  London  on  Friday  in  every 
week.  The  Enst  India  and  China  iVssoc^tion  of  Liverpool,  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  at  Manchester,  the  merchants  and  bankers  ot  jVladras,  tlie  Bombay 
Chamber  oi  Conmicrce,  and  the  Bengal  Chamber  of  Commerce  have  also  approved 
of  muk  an  amngement 

20.  The  Assistant  Secretary  to  the  Post  Office  stated  to  your  Committee  that, 
regudiog  the  question  of  the  charge  for  carrying  the  mail'-  fi  mi  a  profit-and-losa 
point  of  view,  whicli  consideration  is  in  the  opinion  of  ihv  Post  Oifice  of  gre.it 
moment,  the  pre^ient  ioss  on  the  Indian  service  amounts  to  48,000  i.  a  year,  and 
on  the  China  service  to  34,000/.,  a  total  lees  of  82,000  2.,  the  half  of' which  is 
borne  by  the  Indian  Govonuiunt.  lie  estimates  that  by  sondin^,'  52  mails  a  year 
each  way,  between  London  and  Bombay,  instead  of  24  mails  each  way  between 
London  and  Bombay,  and  24  mails  each  way  lietween  I-ondon  and  Calcutta,  an 
mlditlonul  expense  uoukl  be  incurred,  amounting  to  about  30,000/.  a  year;  and 
Mr.  Hill  had  I'rcviuusly  stated  tlial,  in  the  oiiinion  of  the  Postmaster  (jenrral, 
the  weekly  mail  misht  have  been  established  if  the  Indian  Government  would 
have  consented  to  allow  an  extra  charge  of  6  d,  on  all  letters  which  now  pay 
6«/.  and  10  rf.;  but  that  thft  Indian  Govt  l  ament  bavin ix  deciined  to  concur  in 
the  expediency  of  such  an  increase  in  the  rates  of  poB'aflfC,  it  had  been  the  view 
of  tiie  Post  Office,  whatever  additional  expense  nuglic  be  entailed  by  the  establish- 
ment  of  a  weekly  mail  to  Bombay  ought  to  be  borne  exelosivdy  by  that 
Govnnment. 

21.  Your  Committee  cannot  assent  to  the  doctrine,  that  interests  so  important 
from  every  point  of  vinw,  w  hether  political,  social,  or  commercial,  a?  tliose  which 
connect  Uie  United  Kingriotn  with  the  largest  and  most  valuable  possessions 
of  the  Crown,  should  be  prejudiced  by  an  insulBeient  postal  Bsrviee,  beeanse  the 
establishment  of  an  efficient  son-ice  micrht  leave  an  apparent  loss  of  no  great 
magnitude  to  be  borne  by  the  two  countries.  They  submit  that  a  question  of 
prolt  or  loss,  within  ressonable  bounds,  Is  a  consideration  entitled  to  little  weight 
In  the  case  of  so  important  a  postal  service  as  that  between  England  and  India. 
They  concur  in  the  views  expressed  on  this  ^nT)iect,  in  a  letter  addre-sed  b\  tlie 
India  Odice  to  the  Assistant  Secretary  to  the  Post  Dftice,  on  the  5th  October  l«6o, 
in  which  it  was  sftid,  **  Sir  Charles  Wood  cannot,  however,  regard  the  question 
*'  as  one  merely  affecting  the  charge  on  tlie  Imperial  revenues.  It  has  been  the 
"perception  of  the  bearing  of  incroascd  ],r>sta]  comnit  miration  on  the  wealth  and 
"  progress  of  a  country  that  has  induced  btate&uieu  ol  late  ycar^  to  consent  to 
*•  fiscal  sacrifices  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  it.  There  can  be  no  doubt  tliat 
**  increase  d  postal  communication  \vitli  India  implies  increased  relations  with 

that  couutry,  inct eased  commerce,  increased  investment  of  English  capital, 
"  increased  settlement  of  energetic  middleodasa  Enghshmen ;  and  from  sll  these 
**  sources  the  wealth  and  prosperity  of  England  are  more  greatly  increased  than 
*•  that  of  India." 

22.  Tt  appears  from  a  despatch  from  the  Governor  General  in  Council  of 
India  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India,  dated  tlio  22d  Pebruarr  1866,  that  the 
Indian  Government  is  willing  to  forward  the  establishment  of  a  Weekly  mail,  by 
accepting  the  responsibility  of  any  loss  that  may  thereby  be  iiicurred.  In  ofiering, 
however,  to  incur  such  risk,  it  points  out  the  unfairness  of  such  an  arrangement 
in  the  following  terms  :  "  But  wo  do  not  consider  such  an  ariuogement  to  be  alto- 
**  gether  unobjectionable.   It  wouM  apparently  be  based  on  the  explanation  that 

the  service  must  he  carried  on  at  a  los<,  and  if  so,  \\c  venture  to  suggest  that 
"  it  would  linrdiy  be  desired  by  England  that  the  wiiole  of  that  loss  should  fall 
**  upon  the  Indian  revenue.*' 

"It  iias  been  well  pointed  out,  in  Mr.  Meri  vale's  letter  to  the  Post  Office  of 
**  the  5th  Oetobevr  that  the  interests  of  Bng^d  and  India  are  jointly  ooncemed 
**  ui  this  matter.  There  are  no  doubt  thousands  in  Uie  former  country,  to 
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**  •Rliom  inrroasofl  facilities  for  postal  communication  with  India  are  jii=t  as 
"  importaut  as  they  are  to  their  countrymea  living  in  India,  and  vvhcihcr  we 
"  look  to  the  intere^  of  tliis  latter  elaas  only,  or  to  tbe  mHlions  from  whom 
"  Indian  revenue  is  imiDly  drawn,  and  who  have  no  <li  r  "  forest  In  the  matter 
"  at  all,  it  would  scarcely  be  j3fouerou8  for  England  to  sti[)ulatc  that  the  lo«fi  which 
**  might  arise  from  ihe  establishment  of  a  proper  and  etftcient  postal  service 
"  between  the  two  eonntries  diould  be  borne  wholly  by  the  Inclitn  taxpayw.** 

Sqtarate  Serme$  to  India, 

23.  Ii  has  long  been  a  source  of  dissatisfaction  to  the  Indian  public,  as  well  as 
to  the  Goveniment,  that,  from  being  aseoeiated  with  the  China  postal  aervico 
from  this  country,  the  Indian  Gnvornment  has  been  made  to  contribute  one-half 

of  the  loss  incurred  in  that  service. 

24.  The  principle  upon  which  such  charpfc  was  imposed  nn  the  Indian  revenue 
w^as  stated  in  a  Treasury  Minute  dated  the  2 1st  August  I8.}4,  and  will  be  found 
in  the  evidence  of  the  Assistant  Secretary  to  the  Post  Office.  It  says,  "  That 
*'  so  far  as  the  commercial  and  political  relations  with  China  wont,  the  latter 
**  existing  exclusively  for  tiie  former,  it  was  laid  down  that  the  interests  of 
"  England  and  India  were  equal." 

25.  The  Court  of  Directors  of  the  East  India  Company  by  no  means  acqui- 
esced in  the  propriety  and  justice  of  this  statement.  In  a  letter  addre<*sed  by 
their  Deputy  Sccrctaiy  to  Sir  J.  X.  Rcditi^tnn,  K.r.n.,  on  the  7th  Septi-inher 
1854,  it  was  said  :  "  The  Court  are  unable  to  admit  the  validity  of  the  reasoning 
"  upon  which  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  appear  to  base  their  opitiion,  that  the 
"  interests  of  this  coiuiirv  and  of  India  are  equal  as  respects  some  portions  of 
**  these  contrncts.  Whilst  the  Court  arc  far  from  under  cstimntiiiir  ihe  importance 
*'  to  India  of  the  trade  with  China,  they  cannot  refrain  from  adverting  to  the 
'*  facts,  that  the  Indian  trade  with  China  is  now  carried  on  prindpally  by  British 
"  shipping,  and  that,  by  the  commercial  and  fiscal  policy  of  Eni;land,  the  nianu- 
"  factures  of  India,  which  had  been  superseded  in  India  itself  by  those  of  the 
**  United  Kingdom,  have  been  in  like  niuuner  driven  out  of  China.  The  Court 
"  think  tluit  upon  reconsideration,  and  a  reference  to  these  points,  the  Lords  of 
**  Hi  r  Majesty's  Treasury  will  admit  that  the  vahic  of  steam  mmmmiicalioii  with 
**  China  is  far  greater  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain  than  it  is  to  the  people  of 
« India." 

26.  In  the  despatch  from  the  Governor  General  in  Council  of  India,  dat(;d  the 
22d  February  1866,  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India,  a  protest  is 
nrf::rd  against  the  Indian  revenue  being  in  any  way  charg^cable  witli  the  loss  in- 
curred on  the  China  service  between  England  and  Guile.  It  is  said,  "If  it  is 
**  admitted,  as  it  is  by  the  Postmaster  General  in  England  (and  the  point  is  too 
"  clear  to  leave  any  room  for  question  about  it),  that  the  postal  service  with  Indif^ 
*'  should  in  future  be  exclusively  to  lionibay,  it  is  difficult  to  nndcrst;  nd  upon 
**  what  ground  it  can  be  seriously  maiutained  that  the  Indian  Post  Othoc  should. 
**  continue  to  be  charged  with  a  portion  of  the  cost  of  a  postal  subsidy  given  to 
**  ste.imers  on  the  line  l)etween  Suez  and  Gallc.  for  the  conveyance  of  China  and 
"  Australian  mails,  or  why  any  subsidy  should  be  given  to  steamers  ruanlugp. 
*•  between  Galle  and  Calcutta.** 

**  Speed  of  Mail  Paekeu:* 

27.  The  Indian  public  have  long  complained  of  the  low  rate  of  speed  attained" 
by  the  vessels  whieh  contey  the  tnails  to  and  from  England  to  India,  and  it  was 
stated  to  your  Committee  by  a  ^vilness  of  great  experience  (J.  D'Aguilar  Samuda, 
Esq.,  a  Member  of  this  House),  that  in  tlio  present  state  of  nautical  science  tha 
contract  speed  of  9i  knots  an  hour  for  the  service  between  Suez  and  India  is  too 
low.  He  remarked,  that  the  contraeC  speed  obtained  by  the  West  India  Mail 
Company  is  10 »  knots  an  hour;  and  he  suggasted  that,  with  some  modifica- 
tions, some  of  the  vessels  now  employed  bj  the  Pi^ninsular  and  t)riental  Com- 
pany could  be  made  to  att^iin  a  knot  an  hotir  more  than  they  now  make ;  but  he 
was  of  o]iinion  that,  in  order  to  insure  a  satisfiustory  rate  of  speed,  Tessela  of  not' 
Jess  than  ^,000  tons  burden  should  be  employed. 

28.  U 
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28.  It  is  only  fair  to  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company  to  say  that  they 
have  been,  and  still  are,  endeaToiiring  to  accomplish  a  better  rate  of  speed.  Mr. 
Howell,  the  aeeretury  of  the  company,  atated,  that  their  ships  had  not  come  up  to 
their  own  expectations  and  wishes  upon  the  Bombay  line.  Tliev  had  sought  to 
produce  a  great  improvement  in  the  couBuuiptiou  of  coal^  and  also  an  increase  of 
speed,  and  alteiationB  with  these  ends  in  view  wen  now  beiog  made. 

TAe  AmtraUam  and  jCSdna  Mmtt, 

29-  As  the  separation  of  the  Indian  postal  service  from  those  mails  which  now 
proceed  to  Point  de  Galle  will  Tierr  ssitate  the  reconstruction  of  the  China  service, 
and  probably  to  its  combination  between  Suez  and  Point  de  Galle  with  that  to 
Sydney,  your  Ckminiittee  invite  attention  to  the  efficient  service  between  Europe, 
Point  de  Galle,  and  China  eveiy  calendar  month,  prafonned  by  the  Messageries 
Imp^iales,  from  Marseilles. 

The  Italian  Route. 

30.  Your  Committee  have  taken  evidence  to  ascertain  whether  the  Indian  mails 
could  be  carried  with  advantage  to  the  public  over  the  Mont  Cenis  Railway,  and 
through  Italy  to  Brindld,  or  some  Italian  Port,  instead  of  through  France  ts 
Marseilles,  but  tin  v  arp  not  nblp  to  rp<-oTnn:riifi  that  any  steps  should  at  prc^Jcnt 
be  taken  to  accompiiiih  that  object,  although  the  contingency  of  that  route  be- 
cominj|  available  at  some  future  time  shodd  be  provided  Ibr  in  aiijr  enntiiflt 
CBtending  over  a  seriee  of  yeatt. 

"As  Regards  the  Telegraph  Service." 

31.  Thepoliticnl  nnr?  rom mere ial  importance  of  possessing  permanent  means 
of  communication  with  the  several  countries  before  referred  to,  by  a  telegraphic 
lerviee  at  all  times  avdUUe  and  to  be  depended  upon,  is  even  greater  in  degree 
flian  the  necessity  for  an  efficient  postal  service  ;  indeed,  with  regard  to  the  buUc 
of  commercial  transactions  between  the  merchants  and  mnnufarturers  of  this 
country  and  producers  and  consumers  abroad,  the  Post  Othce  has  now  become,  in 
a  great  measure,  snhsidiaiy  to  the  telegraph.  Nor  are  the  benefits  derived  Aom 
telf  trrHfihic"  cnmniunication  confined  to  the  nicrmnfile  community  alone;  the 
public  in  general  are  equally  interested  in  the  rapid  transmission  of  authentic 
mercantile  intelligence  ;  for,  if  the  effect  be,  as  haa  been  stated  by  witnesses  of 
authority,  to  enable  merchants  and  manuActurers  to  obtain  with  greater 
certninty  and  economy  a  regular  and  adequate  supply  of  the  commodities  they 
require  in  the  English  market,  it  is  the  consumer  in  the  end  to  whom  the 
nlninale  advantage  is  brouglit  home  by  the  process  of  competition. 

The  Telegraph  to  India. 

32.  The  Indian  and  Home  Governments  have  long  been  sensible  of  the  extreme 
importance  of  possessing  an  efficient  telegraph  service  between  Engltind  and 
ln«a.  and  have  made  gfreat  efforts  and  peeaniaiy  sacrifices  to  obtain  it ;  and  if  a 

full  measure  of  success  ha*  not  yet  attended  their  exertions,  the  imperfections 
now  complained  of  have  arisen  in  a  considerable  d^ree  iix»m  difficulties  hith^to 
beyond  their  contrul. 

38.  A  message  intended  for  India  is  delivered  to  one  of  the  two  Companies  in 
London  having  telegraphic  eommmiicationvrith  the Clontin«it,  "The Electric  and 

International  Telegraph  Company,"  and  "The  Submarine  Telegraph  Company," 
and  i«  forwarded  by  one  of  two  principal  alternative  routes,  the  Turkish,  or  the 
Kuiii»iau  ruute.  To  reach  Coustantiuopie  the  lines  principally  used  are  through 
Vienna,  or  Turin.  From  Vienna  messages  arc  transmitted  to  their  destinatimi 
chiefly  through  Servia,  and  oceasioniilly  through  Wullachia.  From  Turin  thej 
proceed  by  Uie  Italian  coast  line,  and  the  submarine  cable,  across  the  L4)wer 
Adriatic,  and  arrive  at  Constantinople  by  way  of  Sa]onica,aod  the  shores  of  the  Sea 
of  Marmora.  A  telegram  may,  therefore,  be  dealt  with  by  French,  Belgian, 
Dutch.  Prussian,  Austrian,  Bavarian,  Minor  German,  Italian,  Servian,  or  Wal- 
lachian  admiuistnUions.  After  the  message  reaches  Constantinople,  it  is  for- 
warded under  the  tcnna  of  the  "  Indo-Ottomaii'^  CSonvnntioii,  bj  an  enlnatve  * 
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uire  to  iiagdad.  aud  LlieQcc,  eiUier  to  h&o  at  tiie  head  of  Ui«  Persian  GuU,  whera 
it  is  received  by  British  officers  for  desp«teh  to  Korrachee  by  the  Persian 'Chgtf 
line,  or,  as  an  allemative,  over  tlie  iiUcnml  Persian  system,  by  way  oi  J  etieraa, 
iBpfrhnn,  iiui  Shiraz  to  Busbire,  where  it  again  falls  in  v^itb  the  main  line.  Krom 
^ao  to  Bu&luru  und  Kunaclice,  iho  liue  i&  exclimveiy  under  thu  coulrul  of  the 
GoTemment  of  India.  This  line  is  submarine,  with  an  altemafive  fane  Kiia 
between  Gwadei,  on  the  Meckrau  coast,  and  Kurradiee,  and  with  tlje  exception 
of  two  or  three  iiiterruptiuus  in  Qrafhc,  owing  to  temporary  breaks  in  thu  cable,  is 
shown  to  work  admirably  well. 

■'■34.  A  telegram,  by  the  Iluiwian  route  procoeds  via  tho  Hague  to  Berlin,  and 
from  then«e  croasea  the  Rosiian  frontier,  passing  through  Mysdowitz  and  TlHisto 

Julpha  on  the  Arrsis,  and  from  that  place  over  the  Persian  system  above  described 
to  Busbire.    It  mn^t  therefore  be  reported  to  through  the  agency  of  the  Dutch, 
I*ru9siau,  Russian,  and  Persian  administrutionsi,  before  it  reaches  any  officer  who  if  . 
responsible  to  the  British  Government. 

35.  There  is,  therefore,  an  ulterpatiTe  wrnte  to  India  as  for  as  the  head  of  the 
Persian  Gulf  -,  but,  in  the  case  of  an  accident  to  the  submarine  cable  to  Kurra- 
dM^^  all  Mlegnphio  cMsuonlicalion  with  India  mast  necessarily  be  intemipted. 


,  J  .....■.•<  ■ 

jd$.  Frem  the  retoms  kae  the  menth  of  Januarr  last,  it  appears  that  the 
messages  bdiweeo      comitry  and  India  took  the  fouowing  routes  to  and  from 

Oons^tinople - 


Oatw«rd. 

Homeward. 

the  Hague,  Berlin,  Yiemia,  fidgiwleuid 

Ni^sa  (in  Serria)  

6*  p«c  flcat. 

&i  per  cent. 

. Fttf  Uu»  UagiUf  fierlio,  ViensB,  Baohwcit, 

a  per  oeoi. 

4Ap«oaat. 

rid  FwMni.Valoaa,  and  Sdoniaa 

99p«oant 

e)Mr  eaati 

r 

Nai'spMilMI     -      -     -     -     -  • 

4  p«r  eent. 

100  pi»^«eat« 

11)0  per  onat. 

'  37.  The  whole  of  the  serrioe  is  well  described  in  a  despatch,  dated  Teheran, 

4tb  November  1865,  from  Lieutenant  Colonel  Goldn^mid,  the  Supei  1  1  iident  of 
the  Fndo- European  Telegraph  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  Bombay, 
and  another  dated  Constantinople,  12th  April  last,  from  Major  John  U.  Cbaoi!- 
pdn,  R.E.,  ;pf  tlie  Indo-Eoropeaa  Telegraph  Department,  to  Mr.  Thornton,. .  of 
thii  India  Office,  cop;  of  vl^oh  will  be  found  at  length  m  the  Appendix. 

38.  The  messa^^es  arc  forwarded  to  Constantinople  by  the  telegraphic  office  ou 
til  '  r  Miiinent  to  which  flu  y  have  been  addressed  from  London,  l»y  tlie  rovite 
most  couveuieut  at  the  time  j  in  some  instances,  and  not  uufrtMiuently,  tUoy  Imve 
beeh  forwarded  by  way  of  Bvasia,  to  the  great  disadvantage  of  the  parties  inte*. 
reitcfi)  in  the  speedy  and  ooxtect  transmission  of  the  message. 

'39.  The  number  of  messages  ifffaidi  passed  over  the  Persian  Gulf  line,  from  its 
opeiiing  In  Febrdai7'1866  to  the  ehd  of  the  year,  appears  to  have  been  as  follows.: 

jfianung  -  a7,S4l  10  - 

j     „     -  Sl,«»9   «  - 
„        6^770  IS  - 


or  do  the  enrage  3  £  3^.  Sd.  per  message. 

40.  Iloring  the  months-  cf  Jaamaiy,  Febmary,  March,  and  April  of  the  present 

vrriT,  thi^  totn!  tininher  of  mo-'JiiTf"?'  cfirTici]  i'^  stated  to  have  been  Twithout 
distmctujn  as  to  other  routes  in  connection)  10,995^  truing  34,5dO  /.  10  s.,  or, 
on,ll|ei average,  Z  l      11  d.  ntt  mmtm*  i  - 

*  41.  tar 
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.  .    Kt4  Tark«y  umI  Fao     ....  9,176 

fll  Bttibue  (Panian  tina)    -  a,S69 

Westward  : 

Via  V»o  and  Turkey    -     .  -      -      -  7,66i 

Biuiliire  (P^niaa  Ibe)    -      -      -  .MM 

VaviL  -  •  •  ftifOes 


ov  lAsr  INDIA  eoMMmacamm.  n 

41.  Your  Committee  have  been  nnable  to  obtain  official  information  m  to  t^e 
cost  of  tbe  i''er:}ian  Gult'line»  but  the  working  eaqieuses  are  stated  bj  Golond 
Gotdsmid  to  amount  to  about  90,000 1,  per  an&tnn. 

42.  The  sum  of  5  L  1  s.  is  chai^ged  In  all  casea  for  a  message  not  exceeding 

20  words.  Out  of  that  sum  about  3  s.  6  d.  is  retained  by  l3ie  Electric  and  Inter- 
national Company,  and  2  s.  0  d.  by  the  Submarine  Company,  the  balance  in  each 
case  being  paid  over  to  the  uuthorities  of  the  contiuental  system  to  whose  care 
the  message  is  committed.   Thvy  account  in  like  manner  to  their  sucoessors  in  the 

chain  of  commtmicanon  until  the  Persian  Gulf  line  is  reached,  in  respect  of  which 
the  Government  of  India  receives  2  /.  10  s.  for  the  transmission  of  the  messige 
from  Fao,  and  2  /.  from  Bushire  to  Kurrachee,  with  9  s.  additional  for  its  di^tri- 
btttion  in  India. 

43.  Under  a  system  snch  as  this,  where  no  oontinnoua  responsibility  exists* 

much  difficulty  is  necessarily  expt  ricnccrl  in  tracing  where  the  numerous  delays 
and  imperfections  in  the  rendering  of  messages,  of  which  so  mauy  complaints 
haTe  been  made,  hate  taken  place ;  and  in  r&y  finr  instances  have  the  pubUc 
been  successfnl  in  obtaioing  compensation  for  tbe  disappointments  thegrhafe 
met  with. 

44.  The  service  undfr  Kn^^ian  control  is  stated  to  be  working  with  repulnrity, 
the  messages  reaching  iabreez  occasionallj  in  the  space  of  12  hours.  The  ill 
snooess  which  has  hiSierto  attended  tte  tmnsnilssion  of  messages  to  In^  by  this 
route,  is  attributed  to  the  imperfect  management  of  the  Persian  service  between 
Julpha  on  tlie  Ckor;j:ian  frontier  and  Teheran  ;  the  exceeding  rigour  of  the  climate 
also  during  the  winter  months,  especially  on  the  line  between  Ispahan  and 
Bnehire,  bas  presented  many  obstachra  during  the  last  winter. 

45.  A  proposition  has  been  sulnnitted  to  your  Committee  for  tbe  establishment 

of  an  alternative  line  connecting  Bunder  Abbas,  in  tlie  lower  part  of  the  Persian 
Gulf,  with  Tspnbaii,  by  way  of  Kcrmati  and  Yozd.    TIii«  lino,  if  practicable,  with 

refereuct;  to  political  considerations,  would  j)resfnt  many  advantajies. 

4(>.  Lastly,  a  line  constructed  by  the  Turkish  Government  between  Gaza  on 
tbe  Egyptian  frontier,  and  Diarbekir  on  the  main  line  of  telegraph  between 
Constantinople  and  Bagdad,  has  recently  been  opened  for  public  traffic  in 

connection  with  tLc  Malta  and  Alexandria  line.  This  line  may  present  many 
recommendations  as  an  additional  usetul  alternative  line  in  the  event  of  interrup- 
tion to  the  direct  lines  to  Constantinopio  through  the  continent  of  Europe ;  but 

at  present  it  cannot  be  said  to  be  availaltlo  to  the  public  generally,  in  consequence 
of  the  rt  fnsal  of  the  Turkish  authorities  to  receive  messages  of  oiigin  or  destina- 
tion, otherv^ise  than  EgypUun,  for  transmission  by  the  line. 

47.  With  respect  to  the  service  through  Turkey,  there  is  a  general  concurrence 
of  testimony  that,  as  a  nde,  it  is  very  defectlTe.    In  a  letter  addressed  to  the 

Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India  by  Major  Champain,  on  the  31st  Auirust  1865, 
it  was  stated,  "  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  messages  to  and  from  India  are  un- 
*'  necessarily  and  vexatiously  delayed,  wnd  public  confidence  in  the  underlakiiig 
**  is  being  shali:en.  The  oiganiaation  of  the  TurkMl  lines  is  defective,  and,  in  my 
"  oj)i[)!f  IK  will  continue  so,  unless  some  decided  step,  such  as  the  estahlishment  of  an 
*'  opj>ositjon  route,  be  taken.  Mr.  Courteuay  invariably  writes  thateither  the  Turkish 
"  Asiatic,  or  the  Turkish  European  lines  are  "working  badly,  and  it  does  not  seem  that 
"Colonel  Goldsmid's  suggestions  have  yet  been  complied  with.  I  know  that  the 
"  insulators  we  proposed  for  tlic  now  wire*  between  ('onstantinoi  le  and  Diarbekir 
*'  were  rejected  as  too  expensive,  and  cheap  inferior  wires  were  ordered  from  Bel- 
'*  gium.  In  some  measure,  however,  I  can  account  for  delays  of  late  in  conse- 
"  quence  of  the  cholera  panic,  which  frtglitened  (lie  telegrajili  dorks  from  their 
"  posts.    Still  I  maintain,  that  blame  is  due  to  the  Turks,  and  1  much  fear  that 

tljcy  are  really  unable  to  work  up  lo  our  standard  of  efficiency.  Mr.  Walton,  the 
**  director  of  the  cable,  writes  to  mc  tttat  *  our  messages  from  Kumchee  to  Fao, 
and  l  uv  TT/.w,  average  7-1  minutes  for  tlie  last  lliroc  months,  and  that  the 
"  '  Bagdad  men  n.port  70  or  80  messages  on  hand,  send  12  or  15,  ai]d  then  smoke 
**  ^bowalis,  or  say  their  prayers,  for  two  or  Aree  hours,  during  irhich  time  Fto 
*"  hears  nothing  of  them.*  Oar  eaUe,  therefore,  is  working  admirably;  for 
*•  months  past  there  '  i  s  been  no  interruption  on  tlie  Persian  line,  and  yet  all  our 
**  endeavours  are  nuihhcd  by  the  bad  arr:uigcmeuk)  in  i  urkey.    On  the  other 

438.  b2  "hand. 


Digitized  by  Google 


KBPOm  VJkOX  8BLBGT  COXMimB 


"  band,  the  Russians  are  naturally  aoxious  to  help  our  through  comaumication, 
«and  bavenow  offered  to  place  their  line,  from  St.  Petersbur>;h  to  the  Penian 

*' froulier,  entirely  in  the  hands  of  a  well-known  London  firm.  Mr.  Siemans, 
"  the  head  of  that  iirm,  spoke  to  me  lately  on  that  subject,  and  would,  I  ])elieve, 
"  be  willing  to  accept  the  offer,  if  there  were  any  prob(u>tlity  of  his  obtain iog  the 
**  control  of  the  Parian  line,  from  theTabraec  frontier  to  our  telegraphic  centre 
"atTalicrmi.  T  fim  ronvinrf^;!  tltit,  snp|>orted  by  Russian  influence  in  Persia 
**  and  not  opposed  by  us,  he  would  succeed  ;  and  then  we  should,  without  having 
**  taken  any  aetive  steps  in  the  matter,  obtain  a  second,  and  a  really  reliable  line  <n 
'*eommunication  between  England  and  the  Persian  Gulf.  Such  an  arrangement 
••would  also  do  more  to  render  thoConstantinople  line  efficient  than  remonstrances 
"  we  may  make,  now  the  Turks  know  that  we  are  entirely  dependent  on  them. 

48.  In  Colonel  Goldsmid's  report  of  the  4th  November  1865,  it  is  stated,  "  I 
•*  aee  no  renredy  for  the  irtate  of  t^cgraphio  correspondenee  in  Turkey,  bat 
'*  associating  Englishmen  with  the  native  employes  in  the  higher  as  in  the 
"  inferior  duties  of  tlie  line,  making  at  once  the  principal  stations  '  Anglo-Otto- 
** '  man,'  as  at  Vm  ;  or  else  giving  the  whole  line  to  a  company  or  firm  competent 
•*  to  work  and  supervise  it,  aneh,  fbr  instance,  as  M^srs.  Bright  and  Clark,  who 
"  hfiTe.  morpover,  a  kind  of  vested  interest  in  the  cable  ^m  old  association.  The 
"  first  of  these  remedies  I  had  the  honour  of  suggesting  to  che  Home  Government 
**  in  May,  but  the  question  involved  political  considerations,  and  the  re-opening  of 
**  or  supplementing  a  lately  ratified  convention,  one  intended  to  be  final.  There 
**  is  manifestly  no  better  ehanee  at  this  moment  available  for  succcssfal  tc^legraphy 

in  Turkey  thau  competition.  We  have  a  convention  with  Turkey  to  enable 
'*  ns  to  keep  open  telegraphic  communication  willi  India  thiongh  her  dominions. 

She  has  gone  to  expense  and  taken  pains  to  carry  out  the  terms  of  this  con^ 
♦*  vention.    We  arc  therefore  dcsirou«i  to  avail  ourselves  of  "Ikt  lines  as  much  as 

possible.  It  is  found,  however,  in  practice,  that  the  Turkisli  route  is  more  or 
"  less  a  failure.  Turkey  has  not  earned  the  whole  blame,  but  she  eertainly 
"  earned  the  lion's  share.    Our  companies  (tliat  is,  the  British  public  by  their 

agents)  learn  that  an  opposition  line  is  available  through  Russia.  They  take 
*•  supposed  adwDtage  of  this  eagerly  to  transnut  hnndreds  of  telegrams,  but  the 
"  rush  was  premature.  The  Rui^sian  line  had  not  €bm  reached  good  working 
"  order.  They  revert  again  to  Turkey,  but  not  in  regard  to  conventions.  The 
"  convention  was  to  give  the  public  a  desideratum,  not  to  biud  them  to  u  par- 
*'  tieukr  mode  of  oorrespondenoe.  Now,  however,  the  Ottoman  telegraph  lags, 
**  and  the  Hussian  telegraph  gains  stren<;tli.  As  a  rule,  we  arc  not  using  tho 
"latter  yet;  it  ha<  just  given  us  a  commercial  message  in  Teheran  in  724- 
"  hours,  while  its  rival  caimot  force  on  its  burdeu  in  less  than  nine  da^s.  Here 
"  success  may,  perhaps,  be  spasmodic  ;  but  time  will  show.  On  the  other  hand, 
'*  the  failure  is  becoming  chronic.    Turkey  must  bestir  lier.-!elf,  or  the  compcti- 

tion  will  be  fatal  to  her.  I  say  nothing  of  the  diflereuce  of  rates,  except 
**  that  the  diflRsrence  is  favonrable  to  traffic  through  Russia.** 

49.  Itappeai-s,  however,  according  to  a  letter  from  Major  Champain,  dated  the 
10th  April  186G,  and  addressed  by  him  to  W.  J.  Thornton,  Esq.,  the  Secratnry 
of  the  Public  Works  Department  in  the  India  Office,  that  considerable  improve- 
ment had  then  lately  been  made  in  working  the  lines  in  Turkey,  but  that  owing 
to  a  heavy  ftll  of  snow  in  Persia,  the  working  of  the  Penian  Unea  had  been 
▼eij  unaatisfactoiy, 

50.  Your  Committee  are  of  oinnionthat  the  cause  of  the  complaints  so  generally 
and  justly  made  tls  to  the  manner  in  which  the  telegraphic  service  between  tliis 
country  and  India  has  been  performed,  as  a  rule,  since  the  line  by  the  Persian 
Qnlf  was  opened  for  pubfic  traffic  in  February  18G5,  is  to  be  found  in  the  im- 
perfect administration  of  the  Turkish  system,  and  the  n^lectof  the  authorities  in 
India  to  make  adequate  provision  for  the  distribution  from  Knrraehee  of  the 
immense  amount  of  business  in  connection  with  Europe,  which  it  might  to  have 
been  foreseen  would  follow  immediately  upon  the  opening  of  the  Peisian  Gulf 
line  to  the  use  of  the  public. 

51.  In  the  former  case  the  imperfiecdon  of  the  service  is  not  more  l^an  might 
have  been  expected  on  the  first  introduction  of  a  method  of  communication  so 
novel  to  the  habits  of  business  of  tlte  people  of  Turkey ;  but  apart  from  natural 
advnse  causes,  such  as  the  sererity  of  the'  dhnate  in  the  winter  months  in  some 
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districts  of  llie  route  through  Asia  Minor  and  Armenia,  there  is  no  reason  to 
doubt  tiiat  by  strict  com pliance  with  the  terms  of  the  convention,  iu  regard  to  the 
rewrvtt^on  of  one  wire  at  least  for  the  purposes  of  messages  to  and  from  the 

eastward,  tho  tniploymriit  of  an  lulequate  number  of  European  officers  and 
siiiiiaUers  well  acquainted  with  the  English  lannrnnscc.  and  careful  attention  to  tlie 
cuuditioQ  of  the  line  itself,  tlie  service  may  in  time  become  satisfactory  in  its 
working. 

Tekqraplis  in  India. 

52.  There  are  now  about  14,500  miles  of  Govrrnmcnt  telegraph  lines  in  India, 
cuiinec'tiug  the  chief  cities  in  the  difierent  Prciiidcucies,  and  they  are  completed 
towards  Singapore  as  far  as  Rangoon.  They  have  been  oonstmcted  at  a  cost 
amounting  to  1,14C,8G1  I  H  3rf.  on  30th  April  18G4.  There  are  besides,  3,141 
miles  of  lines  erected  by  the  different  railway  companies,  at  a  cost  of  411,924  /. 
I2«.84f.  OD^lsi  December  1661<,  and  wldoh  are  maintained  at  an  expense  of 
41;^8  L  18  A  5  ^.  per  annum. 

53.  Hiat  the  working  of  the  Government  lines  of  telegraph  in  India  has  been 
very  unsatisfactory  is  admitted.  Colonel  Robin«nTi,  the  Director  General  of  the 
In^au  Telegraph  Department,  has  ascribed  the  defects  in  a  great  measure  to  the 
lact  that  the  offleers  of  the  Department  have  been  anderpaid,  their  eraolumenta 
not  been  eemmensnrate  with  those  {^ven  in  other  establishments,  and  also  to  the 
circumstance  that  the  lines,  having  been  destroyid  in  the  vrar  times,  had  been 
re>erected  in  haste  for  military  purposes,  and  since  tiien  had  been  gradually,  but 
Tery  slowly,  reconstructed.  Ckdonel  Robinson  is,  however,  of  opinion  that 
the  working  is  much  improved,  and  that  merchants  in  Calcutta  now  receive  their 
messages,  even  if  sent  in  cypher,  very  accurately.  He  adds  that,  aitljough  the 
telegraph  in  India  was  originally  established  for  the  purposes  of  speedy  commu- 
nication between  difierent  military  stationi^  it  is  now  looked  upon  ahnoat  in  the 
light  of  a  post-office. 

54.  Your  Committee  were  informed  on  the  same  authority,  tliat  ellicacious 
measures  have  been  taken  for  the  establishment  of  a  second  line  of  wire,  to  connect 
Kurrachee  -with  the  internal  system  of  India,  and  otherwise  to  redeem  that  part  of 
the  service  from  the  reproach  vriiich  has  been  oast  upon  it, 

55.  A  suggestion  naa  made  in  1862  that  the  Goremmeat  fines  of  td^gnqph 

should  be  made  over  to  a  private  company  for  administration.;  but  tiie  GoTeraor 
General  iu  Council  declined  to  acquiesce  iu  the  proposal. 

56.  With  reference  to  the  establishment  of  independent  Hues  of  tele<jraph  by 
private  companies,  Lieutenant  Colonel  C.  Douglas,  lately  tXm  OlSciating  Director 
General  of  Telegraphs  in  India,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Indian  Government 

in  18(51,  sHid — 

**  There  are  already  several  lines  of  telegmph  in  private  hands ;  I  allude  to 
"  those  of  the  several  Railway  Companies  which  hare  power  to  transmit  private 

"  messages  in  all  cases  where  the  Oovernnient  have  no  co  ordinate  lines;  should, 
"  however,  other  private  companies  desire  to  undertake  telepfKiph  mana«j;einent, 
"  there  is  no  line  which  could  be  so  conveuiently,  made  over  to  them  as  that  cou- 
"  necting  Calcutta  vrith  Rangoon,  and  the  local  lines  in  that  province.  These 
"  lines  connecting  three  very  important  places  of  commerce,  Calcutta,  Akyab, 
"  and  Rangoon,  with  the  advantages  of  possible  extension  tn  the  ]iort  of  Moul- 
"  mein,  appear  to  hold  out  every  prospect  of  being  remuueralive ;  and  the  fact 
"  of  the  telegT^>h  lines  in  Pegu  being  very  largely  used  in  official  correspondence, 
**  owing  to  the  tardiness  of  postal  communication,  offers  additional  prospect 
"  profit.'* 

57.  Tn  1863,  with  a  view  to  utilize  as  far  as  possible  the  heavy  expenditure 
already  referred  to  as  having  been  incurred  by  the  Railway  Companies  in  India 
in  establishing  telegraphs  by  the  side  of  their  lines,  it  was  proposed  to  lease  them 
to  a  responsible  Company  then  about  to  be  fimned,  under  the  title  of  "The 
Oriental  Telegraph  Commuiy/'  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  a  system  of 
eommercHil  telegraphs  in  indui,  and  an  application  was  made  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  to  sanction  the  arrangemoit ;  but  for  teasons  which  do  not  appear 
to  your  Committee  to  be  Yeiy  clear,  an  unfkvonrable  answer  was  returned  to  the 
application. 
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58.  Proposals  have  been  made  at  \  i  is  tltliw,  to  Her  Majesty's  Govemment, 
for  the establisbmetit  of  a  t<'Ic;:raj>liic  sorvice  to  connect  Au'-'r-ilia  w  itli  tije  Indian 
^tem  at  Rud£ooq,  but  no  arrangumiut  has  as  yet  been  tuuud  practicable,  not- 
witlutaiidiiig  uiB  williDgnen  of  the  Colonim  (aps  appeon  by  the  evidence  of  Sir 
C.  Nicholaon,  Bart.,  formerly  Speaker  of  tho  Legislative  Council  at  Sydney),  to 
Cd  itribute  a  guarantee  the  extent  ol  35.000  /.  per  annum,  towanis  securinflf  an 
iniurebt  on  tbo  capital  required  fur  tite  purpose.  Tiie  (ioveruinent  ot  Hoilaud  hag 
ezpreflsed  its  readiness  to  affbnl  materiat  aid  in  the  constraetion  of  a  line  which 
will  brinpf  tlieir  dependencies  in  the  East  into  commnniration  with  Fnrope  ;  whilst 
the  French  Government  also  is  slated  to  be  willing  to  assist  in  the  formation  of 
a  line  which  will  connect  iheir  establishments  at  Saigon  with  a  main  line  at 
Singi^toze. 

69.  According  to  the  best  information  attainable,  neither  the  depths  of  water, 

nor  the  distances  between  one  station  and  another,  |>resent  any  difficulty,  as 
regarcis  the  construction  of  a  line  between  Rangoon,  Singapore,  and  the  Australian 
Colonies. 

Prapoied  New  Sendee  to  India,  ly  way  of  Egypt, 

60.  A  seheme  for  an  independent  line  of  tele«^raph  to  India,  to  be  ccmtinued 

hereafter  to  Australia  and  China,  under  the  clwu-ge  of  English  officials,  and  an 
undivided  responsibility  throughout,  excepting  in  its  passage  through  France,  has 

been  submitted  to  your  Committee. 

61.  The  intention  of  tho  promoters  of  thi'^  ..rhonio  is  to  form  a  Company  for 
the  trans uiiHsion  ot  messages,  under  one  control  ami  nuinrigcmeut,  as  far  as  may 
be  praoticaUe,  between  England,  Egypt,  India,  China,  and  the  Australian  Col<^ 
nie.s,  !  y  means  of  a  line  ol  wire,  which  passing  t'-.rnngh  Italy  ''nnder  a  concession 
already  granted  by  the  Italian  Government)  to  the  Island  of  Sicily,  will  thence 
be  carried  to  the  African  Coast,  joining  the  existing  Malta  and  Alexandria  Cable 
at  Henghasi,  from  whence,  in  order  to  eonrey  the  large  through  traffic  that  will 
then  be  roncentrared  on  this  line,  a  second  or  duplicate  line  will  be  laid  to  Alex- 
an<U'ia.  Lmier  arrangements  made  with  the'*  Telegraph  to  India  Company,"  the 
newOompany  will  acquire  possessionoftlieir  concession  as wdlaa  their  Imesbetweesti 
Alexandria,  Cairo,  and  Suez.  From  Alexandria  two  distinct  lines  will  branch  off 
to  India  :  one  proceeding  from  Suez  to  Cossier  and  Snakim  on  the  western  shore 
of  the  Red  Sea,  or  by  laud  linos  up  the  Vailev  of  liie  Nile,  by  permission  of 
his  Highness  the  Viceroy  of  Egypt,  to  Suakim  or  Massowah,  and  tiience  by  sub- 
marine eihlfs.i/V?  kAvw  iiml  the  southern  eoa-t  ot'Arabia,  toKurrachecand  B  >mbay. 
The  otiier,  or  alteruutivc  line,  will  be  the  Syrian  line  from  Gaza  to  Diarbekir  alreadjr 
referred  to.  Arrangements  will  be  made  to  secure  independent  wires  between 
Bombay,  Calcutta,  and  Rangoon,  and  to  carry  out  (with  concurrence  of  the  Indian 
authorities  in  tlii«^  coimrry)  the  conflitions  of  the  agreement  before  mentioned, 
-with  the  East  Indian,  tiie  Great  Peninsula,  and  oiher  Indian  Railway  Companies, 
for  placing  separate  commerdal  wires  on  their  posts  from  Bombay  to  Calcutta, 
Madras.  Alhihabad,  Benares,  Delhi,  4:c.  From  Rangoon,  tiie  Eastern  terminus  of 
the  Indian  land  lines,  a  cable  will  !)e  laid  to  Singapore,  whence  submarine  lines 
will  diverge  in  t\io  directions,  awe  braucb  proceeding,  vm  Saigou,  to  IIuugKong 
and  Shanghai ;  and  the  other  passing  through  Java  to  the  Australian  Colonies. 
With  a  virw  of  embracing  the  entire  system  of  telegraphy  to  tiie  Enst,  it  is  pro- 
posed to  undertake,  if  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  Stale  for  India  in  Council, 
and  the  Government  of  India,  a  lease  o^  and  eTentually  to  purchase  on  equitable 
terms,  the  Persian  Gulf  hue,  under  such  arrangements  with  the  Ottoman  Govem. 
ment  as  will  secure  to  the  publie  the  snme  aeroracy  and  rapidity  in  the  trans- 
jnission  of  messages  as  obtains  by  wa)  of  Egypt,  thereby  providiog  the  public 
with  a  double  or  alternate  route  to'  all  parts  of  the  East. 

62.  As  evidence  favouring  thi^  proposition,  your  Committee  refer  to  the 
testimony  of  soTeral  mercantile  witnesses,  and  also  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Bteoteic 

and  International  Telegraph  Company,  and  the  Ciiairman  of  the  Submarine 

Telegraph  Company  to  the  efi'ect  that,  in  the  case  of  the  constantly  recurring 
irregularities  in  the  iruii.>mission  of  messai;es  throu.  h  the  Continent,  the  greatest 
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difficulty  is  met  witli  in  obtaining  satisfactory  redress,  owing  to  the  great  number 
of  diierent  admiiiistnitioiis  through  which  they  have  topaas,  and  the  imposflibUifyt 
at  ia  alated,  of  identifying  the  lecalitj  of  the  miaiake. 


RKCOMllBNDATIOira. 

63.  Your  Committee  haTing  careftilly  eonsidered  the  ciieumBtatieea  above 
itattedy  are  of  ofHiuon, — 

As  regards  tfte  Postal  Question. 

Ist.  I  liat,  whilst  it  has  not  bfpn  expedient  hitherto  to  add  to  the  oypt^nof^  of 
the  postal  communieaiions  with  India,  by  <  stablishing  a  more  frequent  service  to 
BomlMiy,  in  addition  to  the  existing  servioea  to  Madrae  and  Galentta,  yet  hKviqg 

rejLrard  to  the  facilities  already  afforded  by  the  railways  under  construction  in 
India,  and  to  the  prospect  of  the  early  completion  of  tlie  main  tines  of  commu« 
nicatioQ  connecting  the  Port  of  Bombay  with  the  Presidencies  of  Calcutta  and 
Madras,  tlte  North  West  Provinces,  and  the  Punjab,  the  time  has  arrived  when 
tentlf'TF  'iliould  be  iuvitt'd  for  a  weekly  service  to  Bonihny  al<*iie,  and  tlir  ?cpnrnte 
pot^taJ  service  between  this  country  and  Madras  and  Calcutta  should  be  di&ooa- 
ttntied, 

2nd.  That  such  service  should  be  on  the  footing  of  an  express  service,  entirely 
uoetMinectedy  to  the  eaatwaid  of  Suez,  with  any  other  mail  services. 

8id.  That  the  tendera  ehoold  be  either  for  the  entire  service  to  and  from 

Bombay,  o.  f(,r  the  sectione  to  the  east  and  west  of  Egypt  separately,  the  poitiea 
having  the  option  to  tender  for  either  weekly  or  fortnightly  service*. 

4»h.  That  thetinif  table  sIiouM  be  baBCf!  on  a  prescribed  speed  of  not  less  than 
11  nautical  miles  per  hour,  on  the  voy.»ge  bi^tween  Marseilles  and  Alexandria, 
and  10  miles  per  hoar  between  Suez  and  Bombay  ;  but  that  the  tenders  be  re- 
quired to  state  uIho  terms  in  onch  case  for  higher  rates  of  S|ieed  of  not  less  than 
one  additional  half  mile  f)er  hour. 

5th.  That  in  consideration  of  the  outlay  wlsich  must  necessarily  be  incurred  in 
the  construction  ot  new  vessels,  or  adapting  those  now  employed,  for  tiie  effi- 
cient performance  of  the  future  service  to  India,  it  is  expedient  that  the  new 
roiitracts  shall  be  for  a  term  of  years  certain,  sulgect  (0  a  Buheequent  notice  of 

two  years  on  either  side. 

6th.  That  hier  Majesty  8  Government  should  take  intotiieir  early  consideration 
the  arrangements  to  be  made,  in  ccmsequence  of  the  proposed  separation  of  the 
Indian  service,  for  maintaining  a  fortnightly  ur  half-monthly  service  to  China, 
and  a  monthly  or  four-weekly  service  to  Australia,  haviu'T  recard  to  any  facilities 
which  may  be  atibrded  by  the  monthly  service  to  China  now  performed  by  the 
Messageriee  Irop^riales  from  MaiseiUes. 

7th.  That,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee,  the  arrangements  under  which 

India  now  defrays  a  moiety  of  the  not  cost  of  the  China  service,  after  deducting 
the  po^txil  receipts;,  will  not,  under  tlic  proposed  arrangements,  be  equitable  as 
regards  ihal  Government,  and  should  be  modified. 

As  r^fordi  the  TeUgfra]^  Ques^m. 

let.  Tbat»  having  regard  to  the  magnitude  of  the  interests,  political,  com'- 
meroial,  and  social,  involved  in  the  connection  between  this  country  and  India, 
it  is  not  expedient  that  the  means  of  intercommunication  by  telegraph  should 
be  dependent  upon  any  single  line,  or  any  single  system  of  wires,  in  the  hands  of 
•eveni  foreign  governments,  and  under  several  distinct  respondbilities,  however 
well  such  services  may  be  eonducted  as  a  whole,  in  time  of  peace. 

2nd.  That  the  establishment  of  separate  lines,  entirely  or  partially  independent 
of  the  present  line  through  Turkey,  is  therefore  desirable;  and,  in  that  %'iew, 
that  means  should  be  taken  for  improving  the  oonUitiou  and  iaeilitating  tlie  use 
of  the  lines  of  tdegi^  whkh  connect  tlw  Persian  system  with  Burope,  by  way 
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of  the  Georgian  lines  of  t}ie  Russian  Govonment,  and  for  bringing,  if  poasiblcb 
within  the  Turkish  convention  the  line  recently  established  throngn  Syria,  for 
connecting  Alexandria  with  the  main  line  to  India  at  Diarbekir. 

3rd.  That,  with  the  view  to  better  security  against  accident  in  time  to  come; 
the  communication  by  way  of  the  Persian  Gulf  should  be  doubled,  either  by 
the  lajing  of  <i  second  submarine  cable,  or  by  oontimung  Hhe  land  line  from 

Kurrachec  and  G'.vadel  to  Bunder  Abbas,  and  tlienre,  under  arrangemeoto  wiUi 

the  Government  of  Persia,  to  It^paliaii,  by  way  of  Kerniau  and  Yezd. 

4th.  Tliat  a  proposition  made  to  your  Committee  for  the  establishment  of  a 
direct  communication  between  Alexandria  and  Bombay,  by  way  of  Aden,  ou  the 
principle  of  a  line  practically  under  one  management  and  respomibility,  between 
London  and  the  Indian  Presidencies  in  the  first  instance,  and  aft(  r-ivards  with 
Clhina  and  the  Australian  Colonies,  is  d^rving  of  serious  ooosideration,  aud 
•oclifeaaoiieble  support  as  the  influence  of  Her  Migesty  s  Gofemment  may  be 
able  to  bring  to  its  aid. 

5th.  Tliat  considering  the  great  outlay  of  guaranteed  railway  capital  already  in- 
nirred  in  tf  io  establishment  of  the  telegraph  on  t  lic  si  veral  lines  of  railway  in  Iudia» 
it  is  expedient  that  means  should  be  taken  for  affording  the  public  the  utmost  benefit 
attainable  from  that  eamenditore,  either  by  the  GoTemment  of  India  sanetioning 
the  use  of  the  wires  of  the  companies  by  a  public  company  willing  to  rent  the 
privilege  on  equitable  terms,  or  by  such  an  organization  of  the  several  inde- 

Sendent  companies  as  will  establish  an  unity  of  system,  and  bring  the  use  of  the 
iocs  fairly  within  the  leaeh  of  the  public. 

That  the  magnitude  of  the  interests  involved  fn  the  trade  of  this  country 
with  China  and  Australiat  and  the  rapidly  increasing  development  of  the  coloniM 

in  population,  ui  commerce,  and  in  tne  various  elements  of  national  greatness, 
render  it  desirable  that  arraojgementa  should  be  made  to  bring  these  communities 
within  the  reach  of  telegraphic  conuaanlcation  with  Enrspe. 

20  Jufy  1866. 
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PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  COMMITTEE. 


Tuesday,  IZth  March  1866. 


Mr.  Tumer. 
Sir  CImil«B  Briobt 
Sir  Henry  RawBnMMl. 
Lord  Staiiley. 
Ht.  Cnwiinrat 

Mr.  Cbawford  was  called  to  tlie  Chair. 
The  Committee  deliberated. 


Mr.  S<^ireiber. 
Admiral  Seymour. 
Lord  Robert  Montaga. 
Mr.  Weguelin. 


[Adjourned  to  ViSiSaj,  88id  Marbh,  at  One  o'dodk. 


Ur.Bttme. 

Sir  Charles 
Mr.  Laird. 
Mr.  Molbtl. 


Mr.  CsAWFOBD,  in  the  Chair. 

Lord  Bobert  Montagu. 
Mr.  Schreiber. 
Admiral  Sevmoiir. 
Mr.  Staosrald. 


Mr.  Frederic  Hill,  Mr.  fV.  M.  Thornton^  Mr.  Biekard  John  Randall,  and  Mr.  Riehurd 
Vmlfif,  were  vewaXky  wnwiimd. 

[A^jovmed  to  Piidaj.  ISA  April,  at  Twelve  o'cloek. . 


Mr.  Cbawposd,  k  die  Chdr. 


Mr.  Childers. 
Sir  OMarlea  Bi^ht 
Adnml  Seymoiii'* 

Lord  Stanley. 
Mr.  Baillic. 

Henry  BMrHneon. 


Mr.  Weguelin. 
Mr.  Laird. 
Mr.  Stansfeld. 
Mr.  Schreiber. 
Mr.  Turner. 


Mr.  ThomtLs  Taylor,  and  Mr.  William  JEdwardt,  were  eeveraUj  examinedi 

The  Committee  deliberated. 

Mr.  Frtderic  Hill,  further  examined. 

Captain  Jamet  Hennie,  Mr.  Richard  Bandall,  and  Mr.  Robert  Knight,  were  deverally 
wnined. 

[A4iottned  to  Toeeday  next,  at  Twelve  o'dook. 
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Twtday,  nth  April  ise6. 


MEXBBBB  PBESENT: 


Mr.  Cbawtobd,  in  the  Chmir. 


Mr.  Turner. 

Sir  Chunk  ^  Bright 

Mr.  Ajrrtoii, 

Sir  Henry  RawliiMOin. 
Adminl  SeTiaour. 


Mr.  Liurd. 

Mr.  Moffatt. 

Mr.  StanafcW. 
Mr.  Clnl.lcn-. 

Mr.  Weguelin. 


Mr.  Bobert  Grimston,  Sir  JUJacdonald  Stephaison,  Mr.  Latimer  tiarke,  Sir  Jamet 
CarmiehtteL  Mr.  J/enri/  NthoRt  Mr.  WWiom  Hamiltm  OoAe,  and  Mr.  Charie$  Shmidt 
were  severallj  examined. 

•*  [Adjourned  to  Friday  next,  at  Twelve  o'clock. 


Friday,  20th  Aprii  1866. 


M£MB£B£  PBSfifiVT: 


Mr.  ClAwroBDf  in  the  Chiir. 


Sir  Chailc?  Bright. 

Mr.  Weguelin. 

Lord  Bd[>ert  Montagu. 

Mr.  Moffatt 
Admiral  Seymour. 
Sir  Henry  fiawiineoa. 


Mr.  Turner. 
Mr.  Lairtl. 
Mr.  Schreiber, 
Mr.  Childcrs. 
JVIr.  Ayrton. 


The  Committee  deliberated.  Mutiou  made  aud  Qut-atiua,  '•  Tluit  ihn  CJiairiiiau  be 
instructed  to  move  the  House  that  the  inquiry  by  this  Committee  be  extended  to  China 

and  Japan,  Aurtralia,  and  the  Mauritius— -(Mr.  Mnjfat) — put,  and  nt/ieeiJ to. 

,  Mr.  JPatrick  Campbell^  Mr.  M(^t  Giaditone,  Mr.  Gilbert  M'Micking,  Mr.  (Jhorle* 
Jtmu  BMfum,  Mr.  JUbi  GreeHt  and  Mr.  Ckarht  Wellington  Howell,  were  aeTerally 
ezamkied. 

Adjourned  to  Tuesday  next,  at  Twelve  o'clock. 


TuueU^,  24th  April  1866. 

MXXBEBS  PBB8BNT: 

Mr.  Cbam  fuki>,  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  Avrton. 

Sir  Charles  Blight 

Mr.  Childere. 

Lord  Bobert  Montagu. 

Mr.  Laird. 

Mr.  Marsh. 

Mr.  C.  H'.  Uoiriil,  further  examined. 


Admiral  Seyiuuur. 
Sir  Henry  Kawlinaon. 
Mr.  Moffatt^ 
Mr.  Weguelin. 
Mr.  Stansfcld. 
Mr,  Turner. 


Mr.  Richard  Athcood  Glasse,  Mr.  Henry  Charles  Fordc,  Mr.  Fleming  J^gukgn,  and 
Mr.  Jam$  RtmeU,  were  aeverally  ezaminea 

Sir  .Aimef  CfimieAiK/,  further  examined. 

'  *  [  A^Qoanied  to  Friday  nest,  at  Twelve  o'clock. 
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Friday,  i7th  April  1866. 


HBVBBRg  FRBBBITT] 


Mr.  Cbawfobd,  in  i3b»  Cluir. 


Sir  Charles  Bright. 
Mr.  Stansfeld. 
Lord  Robert  Moutxigu. 
Sir  Henry  Rawlinson. 
Admiral  oeymour. 
Mr.  MknL 
Hr.Luid. 


Mr.  Wcguelin. 
Mr.  Moffatt. 
Mr.  Turner. 
Mr.  .Schreiber. 
Mi.  ChUden. 
Mr.  BailUe. 


Mr.  Georffi-  TV.  Chrtwipitl,  Mr.  Henry  Charles  Fonh,  M:,  Jokm  Henry  Qft^i»f 
Mr.  JSenuy  IVa/ton,  and  Mr.  Charles  Adky ,  wrre  ativeruUy  examined. 

[Acyonrned  to  Tuesday,  8th  May,  at  Twelv*  o'clock. 


Tuetday,  Bth  May  1866. 


MSMBEBB  FK£SENT 


Mb  CiuwrOBiH  in  the 


Sir  Cliarles  Bright 
Mr.  Maiah. 
Mr.  Ayrton. 
Mr.  Hemry  BailUe. 
Mr.  StansfUd. 


Admiral  Sey 
Mr.  Childew. 
Mr.  Laird. 
Mr.  MrifTatt. 
Mr.  Brooks. 


Sir  MaedamU  Stepkenton  Intber  enmined ;  Mi.  Charlet  E.  iitr<mge,  examined. 
Mr.  Babefi  Satighit  further  emnmed. 

Ifr.  Eimmmd  D,  Ba»diItBK  end  Gdoiiel  Riekari  ahvekey,  were  severally  ozamiued. 

[Adjourned  telHday  next*  at  Twelve  o'clock. 


No  (Quorum  formed. 


FHdoif,  Uti  ilfay  1866. 


[Committee  to  meet  on  Tueadey  nex^  at  Twelve  o'eloek. 


Tiwwifly,  15tk  Moff  1866. 


Mr.  Grawtobi),  in  the  Chdr. 

Admiral  Seymour.  *                       Mr.  gtmnfeM. 

Mr.  Ayrton.  Mr.  MoffatL 

Mr.  Marsh.  Mr.  Wegu^ 

Sir  Cliarlea  Bright  Sir  Henry  H 

Mr.  Brook*.  Mr.  Turner. 

"Mr.  John  Dmm^,  ■"'wtwf*, 
exiSte?d  Thmm  TImnttm,  were  aeverally  lorthar 

Coionol  Deaael  (jkarge  Robuuanf  examined. 

[Adjourned  to  Friday  next,  at  Twelve  o'clock. 
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Friday,  mh  May  1866. 

M£MB£B8  P&B8SNT: 

Mr.  Cbawf(XU>,  ia  the  Chur. 


Pir  rhar'f;?  'Bri?Tht, 
bur  Henry  liawliMon. 
Admiral  beymonr. 
Mr.  Marsh. 
Mr.  Staogfeld. 


Mr.  Liurd. 
Mr.  Weguelua. 
Mr.  Moffatt. 
Mr.  Brooks. 
Hr.GhiUkn. 


Mr.  J.  D.  Samudaf  a  Member  of  the  House,  examined. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Howell  an^  Mr.  Robert  Knighty  were  eeverally  further  examined. 

Mr.  H.  J.  Walton,  examined. 

TJm  Committee  delU>erated. 

[A^jooned  to  Fridqr  iwst»  M  Tirab«  Q'dook. 


Fniay,  2oM  May  1866. 


Admiral  Seymour. 

Mr.  Mar^h. 
Mr.  Brooks, 


Mr.  MorvATT,  in  dis  Chair. 

Mr.  StanafeU. 
Mr.  BaiUie. 
Mr.  Childers. 


Mr.  Charles  Stronpe,  further  examined. 

Sit  Charles  Nirhohcm  ami  Mr.  Francis  Gisbame,  were  WVerally  i 
Mr.  C.  W.  Ilcfwell  and  Mr.  IhiiTu  C.  Forde,  were  severally  fbrtiwr  < 
"  Mr.  Charki  William  SiemoHt  and  Mr.  Bobert  Bmokt  (»  M«nb«r  «f  lllO  Ooinaiilitee)^ 
wefeserendlyesanined.  [Adjourned. 


Tuesday,  nth  July  1866. 


MEMBERS  FBESENT: 

Mr.  CsAinrOBD*  in  lihe  Chair. 


Sir  Charles  Bright. 
Mr.  Childers. 
Mr.  Laird. 
Mr.  Stansfeld. 


Sir  Jamc3  FetgussoD. 
^  Henry  Rawlinsoo. 
Mr.  Sohreiber. 


Mr.  Lem$  Wdl$,  Cokmel  GMrnU,  and  Mr.  Sdnoard  P,  A,  ThoiigitoH,  were  eeverally 
examined. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Homll,  further  ezamioed. 

[Adiioomed  to  Friday  next,  at  Tfpdfeo^dodk. 
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Friday^  '20ih  July  1866. 


MBHBKBS  PRBBBNT: 


Mr.  Cbawtobd,  in  the  Chtir* 


Mr.  Manh. 
Mr.  Childen. 
Sir  Henry  BawliiiMii. 
Sir  Charles  Bright 
Mr.  Weguelin. 


Mr.  Mo£fiiktt 
Mr.  StamfisM. 
%&.  Hunt 

^Ir.  Schreiber. 


Mr.  Laird. 

Mr.  Fretierick  Hiil  aud  Mr.  Edmund  BourdUloii  wen  teverallj  further  examined. 

Boom  cleared.   The  Committee  deliberated. 

Draft  Beport  pn^oeed  hy  the  ChairmBn  read  a  first  time,  m  foUowt 

Tas  Sbudct  Committbs  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  practacal  worldiig  of  ibe 

presrat  Sy?tcm  of  TELEGRAPnic  and  Pcstal  Communicatioks  between  thia 
Country  and  ilic  £asi  Indies,  China,  Mauritius,  Australia,  aud  yapa«;— — Havb 
considered  the  Matters  to  them  referred*  and  have  agreed  to  the  foUowli^ 
R£FOBT : — 

"  1.  It  rqipear.-  I'rom  a  Table  laid  before  your  ConimitT<'<!  bv  Mr.  Valpy,  of  the  Botird 
of  Trade,  that  the  total  value  of  imports  into  the  United  Kiosuom,  and  of  British  produce 
exported  therefrom,  and  total  tonnage  of  yenels  entered  and  deared  at  ports  in  the  Umted 
Kingdom^  in  the  year  1665,  were  as  follows : — 

£. 

Value  of  ImporU  -  271,134,967 

Valae  of  £zi>ortt(Briti8h  produce  aud  mamiiactaife)     -      -  196,868,403 
Tonnage  of  Veaials  ^-> 

Entered  -  -  14,3)7,880 

Cleared  14,j7!*?06 

"  Of  these  quantities,  British  India,  Singwpore,  Ceylon,  Mauritius,  China,  China  (Hong 
Kong^,  Egypt,  the  Butch  poeseaeions  in  India  (Java,  Sumatn,  Sec),  the  Phillippioe 
Islandf^  Ji^liaa,  and  AnaCxaBB,  oontribntad  the  ftAlotring  proportions: — 


COUVTRIBS. 


Inpwtt. 


Bsportc 


British  Indte 
Singapore  ... 
Ceylon       -      .  . 
Mauritins  - 
China 

China  (Hong  Kmg)  • 
Egypt' 
0ntch  Po«5tssions  in  Indial 
(Java,  Sumatra,  kc.)  •/ 
Phillippnw  Iilands 
Japan  ... 
Aostialia   •     .  . 

Total  ftr  the  ahore'Damed'l 
Coantriea    «      .  .j 


.37.i3£t.->,f;72 
2,169,U>(J 
3,707.6  J  & 
1,346,289 

10,678,660 
77V>'^8 

2I,7"3,'2jO 

226 

1,253,904 
614,743 
10,368,118 


68,117,856 


£. 

18,254,570 
1,442,450 

£•86,848 
8,609,801 

],oOI,851 
6,985.087 

998,643 

945,024 
1,630,896 
18.863,867 


TbaM|e  of  V«ml«. 


BRtctcd. 


Tom. 

664,391 
77,885 
62.197 
41,039 
91,666 

n,40d 

301,419 

Nil 

23,207 
9,861 
166,649 


CiMnd. 


Tom. 

671,850 
60,292 
.70,400 
30,806 
80,876 
42,848 

488,208 

99,849 

18,066 
19,603 
887.380 


43,897,840 


1,402,103 


1,869,090 


"  2.  It  will  thu?  be  >Gen  that  u}>\var(ls  of  2.'j  per  cent,  of  the  whole  of  tli-^  rxtcrnal  com- 
merce of  the  United  Kingdom  io  uan.-acte.d  witii  the  several  couulrics  above  enumerated. 
The  great  importance  of  rapid  and  regular  ^yt^tems  of  commnnicatious  between  countries 
tranaacting  huMness  of  sudh  magnitaae  and  importance  can  hardly,  therefore,  be  ovmv 
rated. 

*'  3.  Many  merchants,  baaker.s,  and  others  enguged  in  carrying  on  these  vast  olferations, 
hft^ing  complained  of  the  itisufficietscy  of  the  existing  postal  and  telegraphic  arrangements, 
your  Committee  Lave  inquired  into  their  allegations  on  both  points,  and  carefally 
considered  the  circumstances  in  their  sever^  bearings. 
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"  As  Regarus  the  PosTAi^  .Service. 

**  Existing  PoitttI  Contracts. 

"  4.  The  rmw  snti>iHtiu^  rontr.ict-  liLtwceu  Her  MnicH^ty's  Goverumeui  aud  the 
Peniui-ulur  iiud  Oriciitul  .Stcaiu  Naviir  itinu  C  ompany  for  the  conveyauce  itl'inuile  between 
Eiiglaud  aud  India,  Ceylon,  Maiiritiii  ,  Cliiiia,  and  Altttrallfti  Ate  four  iu  number.  The 
firttt  contract  uader^  which  the  indk  and  China  midU  are  conveved,  10  dated  the  lat 
January  1853,  and  \b  now  terminable  at  one  ycftr*?  notice.  Under  this  contract  the 
mails  wen-  ti.i  be  cmiv  cycl  iw'uyj  oai-b  \s  uy  in  uvi-ry  (-mL-iiIih-  ninnrb.  Iictwccu  Fv.iLrland 
aud  Alexaudria,  vid  6uutiiauii>tou  aud  Marseilles;  and  twice  each  way  in  every  month 
between  Snec*  Calcutta,  and  Hong  Kong.  The  venels  eo  employed  were  to  he  of  not 
less  thnn  1,100  tons  burden,  iiiul  wore  to  maintain  an  average  hju'cI  of  n  it  Icr^s  than  10 
knots  arj  hour.  The  C'ouijiany  also  engaged  to  carry  mails  between  Singapore  and  .Sydney , 
once  each  wav,  in  every  alternate  month,  in  vessels  of  not  ieaa  than  600  tons  burden, 
which  sbouUl  mfuntain  an  average  speed  of  Si  knot^  an  hour.  The  payment  to  the 
Company  in  respect  of  the  India  and  China  aei-vlces  was  to  be  199,600/,,  with  a  proviso 
that  it  was  to  be  reduced  to  179,600/.  per  annum,  ^ix  iiidulhs  after  the  opening  of  the 
railway  acroae  Egy^t.  in  consequence  of  that  proviso,  and  of  certain  otner  modifica- 
tions which  have  anoe  been  introdueed  in  the  contract,  the  amount  in  renieet  aS  tira 
Berviccs  in  qucstinn  is  reduced  thi?  year  to  1G2,125/.,  of  which  sfi,.jf)7/.  have  oeen  ▼oted 
in  Committee  of  Supply,  leavin<;  75,558/.  tu  be  provided  from  uther  .-onroe-?. 

"  5.  By  a  contract,  <lated  7th  July  1854,  the  mails  were  Ut  be  carried  iwicu  each  way, 
e\ t  rv  i-alViular  month,  betwMn  Ikndbay  and  Aden,  in  vesrieLs  of  not  Iciji.  than  800  toils 
burden,  aud  to  maintain  an  average  speed  of  10  knots  an  hour.  Thi«  service  has  since 
been  extended  from  Aden  to  Suez,  'rhe  payment  to  the  Company  in  respect  of  flieee 
Bcrvices  was  tn  bt  24. 71x1/.  ]n  r  uniuiui  ;  but  only  22,000/.  has  been  voftnl  m  Committee 
of  Supply  thi^  year  on  account  of  them.  This  contract  is  also  terminable  at  oue  year's 
noooe* 

**  6.  Beaded  the  above^tated  aomsy  66,500 have  been  voted  for  'additional  servieea/ 
inakiri<x  the  entire  vote  of  the  present  year,  in  rc~poot  of  the  India  and  China  mail  ser- 
vices, after  deductions  am!  contributions  t'roni  utlit-r  sgurceo,  174,067  L 

"  7  The  Australian  mails  are  now  airriud  under  a  contract,  dated  the  17th  day  of 
Kbvcmbor  18G5,  between  the  Postmaster  General  and  the  Peninsular  aud  Oricutal  C'om« 
pany.  The  Company  undertake  to  convey  the  nmiis  from  Point  de  Galle,  vid  King 
Ueorrrc'd  Sound  and  Melbourne,  to  Sydney  in  516  hours;  and  from  Sydney,  vm 
Melbourne  and  King  Qcoxge^s  Soond,  to  Point  de  Galle  in  564  Iknixs  ob  the  following 
conditions : 

Thai  a  tuiu,  alter  the  rule  of  120,000/.  per  aiuium,  shall  be  paid  to  ilie  Com- 
])any  so  loug  as  it  shall,  u])on  the  rc(iuisition  of  the  Postmaster  General,  cause  to  be 
.  performed  one  such  voyage  each  way  in  every  calendar  month  : 

**  Or,  a  sum  after  the  rate  of  130,000/.  per  antmm,  if  and  &o  long  a^  the  tiaid 
Company  shall,  upon  the  requisition  of  tlie  jPoetmaster  General,  cause  to  be  per- 
fiicmcd  one  such  voyage  each  way  in  every  lunar  month  of  fmir  weeks : 

"  Or,  a  sum,  after  the  rate  of  170,000/.  per  annum,  if  and  so  long  aus  the  said 
Company  shall,  upon  the  reqointion  of  the  Postmaster  General,  cause  to  be  per- 
formed two  such  voyage?  each  wny  in  every  calendar  month  : 

"  Or,  a  sum,  after  the  rate  of  184,166/.  per  annum,  if  aud  so  long  m  the  said  Com" 
pany  shall,  upon  the  requiation  of  the  Poetmaster  General,  cause  to  be  performed 
two  such  voyages  each  way  in  every  lunar  mondi  of  four  weeks. 

"The  contract  U  to  be  terminable  at  24  calendar  months'  notice.  The  sum  tn  he  asked 
in  Committee  of  Supply  in  respect  of  this  service  Is  59,750  L,  bein^  one  moiety  of  the 
eontnct  payment^  after  albwanee  of  500/.  for  disoontinnanoe  of  Adnundty  surveye. 

"  8.  The  Mauritiua  mails  arc  carried  under  a  contract  dated  die  16th  day  of  April  IB61, 
by  which  the  above^nentioned  Company  undertook  to  convey  mails  onoe  eaca  way  in 
every  month  between  Suez  and  Mauritms,  calling  at  the  Seychelle  Islands,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  landing  and  cmlnirkiiig  mails  on  *  ach  of"  th(!  homeward  MiyaLje-J,  an<3  on  each  ot  the 
outward  voyages,  except  during  the  months  of  June,  July,  and  Au"U8t.  The  vesseia  eo 
einydoyed  io  be  of  not  les»  than  850  tons  bnrdcn,  and  to  arrive  and  depart  from  Sues  and 
Mauntius  on  certain  «lays  in  carh  month,  sjiccificd  in  a  tahle  inserted  in  the  contract ;  but 
tmdcr  a  new  contract,  for  a  line  between  Mauritius  and  Point  de  Galle,  entered  into  pro- 
visiomilly,  the  payment  is  reduced  to  18,000/.  The  payment  for  such  servicee  was 
.30,000  /.  per  annum,  to  be  paid  by  the  Colony.  Notice  has  been  given  b^  the  Company 
to  terminate  the  contract,  and  the  last  voyage  imder  it  was  to  be  made  in  the  month  of 
June  laat  past 

"  9.  The  mails  to  .Japan  are  cai  ricd  every  fortnight  in  vessels  btdnnging  to  th(  Pmiiifjular 
and  Oriental  Company,  but  fur  so  much  of  the  service  aa  lies  between  bhangbai,  and 
Japan  no  subsidy  is  paid.  The  Company  are  now  clainuoga  enbsidy,  as  ibere  «re  aeaeone 
of  the  year  when  the  servicee  may  be  discontinaed  for  commercial  purposes. 
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"10.  fiv  am  ureemcnt  mad«  between  the  abovenuuned  ComjNUijr  aod  the  Pootmaster 
General,  dated  tiie  27th  Pebruary  1866,  amongst  other  matters  to  wUdl  it  is  not  neoet> 

sarv  to  refer,  it  was  agn  t  il  tlia;  in-^it  iid  of  the  mails  I  ctwtcn  England,  India,  and  ChinA, 
being  carried  at  a  notuiual  average  speed  of  10  knoU  au  hour,  according  to  die  oontracte 
of  let  January  1858,  and  7th  July  1854,  ibey  shall  henceforth  be  conveyed  between  tlw 

jevfml  j)urt-  in  a  certain  iiuni}>rr  nf  hour?,  the  practical  effect  nf  the  arraiii^fment  heillg  tO 
reduct!  llie  rate  ui'  specti  on  a  large  proportion  of  the  Uistance  to      kuoU  au  hour. 

"11.  The  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company  pogsese  a  fleet  of  57  steam-veaseU,  of  the 
aftgr^gatc  tonnage  of  84,176  tons,  and  of  19,230  horse  power.  Your  Committee  are 
of  opioioa  that  toe  eenricee  under  the  several  contracts  to  which  reference  has  been  mada 
have  been  well  pevformedi  vaU  the  Aaaiatant  Seoretaiy  of  'Um  Poet  Office  stated  tint  no 
nail  wae  eT«r  lost      was  conveyed  by  t]us  Company. 


"  Mombay  the  Port  for  JndioH  MaiUm 

"  12.  i!ie  coTitrnct  wns  mml-',  in  IR.j.T,  for  ilic  cnnvrrancc  of  the  mails  by  sea  to 

Madras  and  Calcutta,  such  an  arrangement  was  due  lo  the  political  and  commercial  import- 
ance of  those  cities,  and  wag  also  the  most  convenient  method  that  could  then  have  oeen 
adopted  as  regarded  the  distribution  of  letters  in  India;  bnt  caronnutances  have  bibc* 
happened  whidi  render  » leoonnderatkm  and  zearrangoment  of  the  postal  service  betweea. 
lbs  cowitiy  and  India  a  matter  of  urgent  neceedty. 

"  13.  Sir.  Eiddell.  llie  Director  General  of  llie  Past  Office  '  f  F  i  1'  iddre'sBcd  a  letter 
to  the  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  India,  on  the  24th  April  Ibtiu,  in  which  he  odled 
stteotiori  to  the  fact  that  the  contract  with  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company  would 
pxpire  in  tlu'  io!I<i\\  inpr  year,  and  incntinaed  Bomo  of  the  inconveniences  which  occurred 
under  the  t.xistlag  .-yaicin.  lie  said:  '  At  present  four  mwls  are  despatched  from  England 
'and  from  India  every  month,  two  from  and  to  Bombay,  and  two  from  and  to  Calcutta- 

*  According  to  the  time  table>  35  davs  are  occupied  between  London  and  Calcutta,  m& 
*MareeiUee;  24  days  between  London  and  Bombay.  The  nmil  of  the  lOfh  Jamiarr 
'should  K  acI)  Calcutta  on  the  13th  February,  .sliilc  :hat  of  the  iHtli  January  ?hauld  reach 
•Bombay  on  the  10th  Fcbruitry.  It  i*  clear  that  all  jdaces  within  three  days  po>t  of 
•Bombay  would  receive  the  mail  of  the  18th  January,  via  Bombay,  before  the  mail  of  the 
'  K'T^  .'  inuar^  reached  Cali^u'lLi.  At  i  ;-!a  «  sitiuiteu  at  Benares,  the  mail  of  tli-  lOfh 
'  January,  via  Calcutta,  would  be  delivered  un  the  morning  of  the  Ifitli  February .  A  mail 
'  of  the  same  date,  If  sent  tin  Bombay,  would  reach  Bnnhay  on  the  2d  February,  and  bo 
'  delivered  at  Benares  on  the  7th  or  8th  Februaiy.  The  mail  which  left  Ijondbn  on  the 
'  ISth  January,  via  Bombay,  would  be  delivered  at  Benares  on  the  15tb  or  ISdi  Fehmary, 
'at  the  .-amc  tiiii.^  -.r  IjLfort'  the  mail  of  tin-  lOtli  January  arrived,  «i4  CalCQtta.  BenarM 
'  is  about  1,000  mile^  ixum  Bombay,  and  422  miles  from  Calcutta. 

'  The  mail  which  left  London  on  the  10th  January  is  due  at  Calcutta  on  the  13th 
'  February  ;  if  it  were  ?ent  via  Bombay,  it  would  }>e  due  at  Bombay  on  the  2nd  Fcb- 
'  niary,  and  according  to  present  rates  of  speed,  and  even  with  the  existing  means  of 
'  transT»ort,  the  l^tors  would  all  be  delivered  in  Calcutta  on  tha  9th  or  lOUl,  and  all 
'  Southampton  newspapers  by  the  12th  or  13th.' 

'  The  cftK  09  regards  Madras  is  similar.  The  mail  leaving  London  on  the  lOth  Jano^ 
'  ary  is  duo  at  ^ladi-as,  vid  Galle,  on  the  9tli  February  ;  if  sent  by  Bombayt  itWO«Idb« 
•due  on  the  ttth  February,  having  reached  Bombay  on  the  2n<!  idem  ' 

"  14.  Since  the  date  of  the  above  letter,  great  pnwress  has  been  made  in  the  completion 
of  the  railway  system  in  India.  It  appears  from  me  evidence  of  ^e  officers  of  the  East 
Indian,  the  Great  Indian  Peninsular,  and  tlic  Madras  Railwny  Companit  that  in  the 
Spring  of  1868  there  will  be  continuous  railway  communication  between  Bombay,  Cal- 
cutta, and  the  Xorth  Western  Provinces  of  India;  and  that  Madias  also  will  be  connected 
with  Bombay  by  railway  in  July  1869. 

"15.  In  a  despatch  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  on  the  23rd  Novem- 
ber  1865,  by  the  Governor  General  in  Council  of  India,  it  was  stated  that,  •  The  Nagpore 
'  extension  of  tlir  (ircat  Indian  Pcninf^ula  Railway  will  be  opcnrd  to  Wurdah,  withm  60 
'  miles  of  Xagpore,  in  January  next,  and  will  be  completed  to  Kagpore,  it  is  belie ved,  in 

*  January  IBoT.  ^tween  Nagpore  and  ICrayore,  the  whole  (Bstanee  can  be  traversed  by 
'mail  carts  throughout  the  year.  Even  now  it  will  be  seen  from  the  dates  for  closing  the 
'  nuuls,  the  mails  via  Galle  have  become,  for  letter:;,  t|uite  u^eles»8.    The  mail  which  left 

*  Calcutta  this  morning  by  the  Galle  route  is  due  in  London  tm  oc  about  the  27th 
'  jiroximo,  while  the  mail  which  closo?  llils  evening  for  the  Bombay  route,  and  by  which 
'  this  despatch  will  be  transmitted,  siiould,  it  is  believed,  reach  London  on  or  about  the 
«21it.» 

Ifi.  Tliat  Jjombay  t-hould  be  tlie  i>ort  for  arrival  and  departure  of  nmil>  between  tin's 
covnury  and  India,  is  the  opinion  of  Her  Majestjr's  Poetmaster  General.  In  a  letter  dated 
]41li  J^y  1865,  written  by  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  llie  Poet  Office  to  Mr.  Merivak  at 
the  India  Office,  it  was  said,  *  The  Postmaster  General  fully  agree?  with  Sir  C.  Wood 

*  and  the  Government  of  India,  in  the  opinion  expressed  in  your  ktttr,  of  the  ^vantage 
f  cCsnbafcitlttiag  for  tlie  pn^^ent  postal  servic  e  with  India  a  weekly  service,  and  in  thinking 
*tfaat  audi  MTvice  should  be  exclusively  with  Bombay.'  And  Mr.  Uill  idso  informed 
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jour  Comouttee  that  lctt«is  0«nt  to  3ombaj  would  arrive  at  the  bMt  posnble  point 
in  India,  fw  Aeir  speedy  distributioii«  and  that  the  gnn  to  the  puhEe  woidid  oe  very  great 
indeed. 

"A$to  ITeeAfy  mil  to  India, 

"  17.  Mr.  Riddell,  in  his  letter  to  the  Govcrmnent  of  India  of  the  24th  April  I860, 
haviiig  strongiy  recommended  the  establishment  of  a  weekly  mail,  vid  Bombay,  the 
Governor  General  In  Council,  in  sending  that  letter  to  ^e  Home  Government,  eaid,  '  In 

'forwardinfj  the  Director  General's  letter  for  confsideration  of  Her  Maje^tyV  Government, 
'  we  beg  to  express  our  concurrence  in  his  vic^vs  of  the  expediency  of  proiding,  a*  soon 
'  as  (loflrible,  tor  a  weekly  postal  oommunication  witii  Bombay,  wberebv  llie  whole  of 
'  India  would  receive  letters  hy  even,'  mail.  At  present  only  a  very  ?mall  part  of"  India 
'  has  tlie  benefit  of  four  luiiils  in  the  month,  tLe  whole  uf  the  2st>rth  Western  Provinces, 

*  the  Punjab,  Scinde,  and  Bombay,  and  a  ^at  portion  of  the  Madras  Pre^dem^  reeeiv- 

*  ing  no  benefit  whatever  from  the  two  maius  which  are  sent  vid  Gnllc." 

18.  The  Asoiiitant  Secretary  to  the  Post  Office  stated  to  vour  Committee  that  the 
Post  Office  had  lonj^  desired  to  see  a  weeUy  mdl  established.  Tnat  It  would  be  mnch  more 

convenient  to  tbem,  and,  what  they  re^^arded  with  greater  iatorest,  thftt  tb^  believed  it 
would  Ijc  very  advantaiieou.-^  ti>  tlie  two  countries. 

19.  In  January  I860,  a  memorial,  signed  by  moijt  01  the  principal  merchant.-:  and 
bankers  in  London,  engaged  in  eommercial  and  monetarv  trani^actions  with  India,  was 

E resented  to  the  Postmaster  General,  praying  that  a  weekly  mail  might  be  established 
etween  London  and  Bumbay,  tu  leave  Luadou  on  i'riUay  in  every  week.  The  East 
India  and  China  Astiociation  of  Liverpool,  the  merchants  and  bankers  of  Madras,  the 
6(Hmbay  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  the  Bengal  Chamber  of  Commerce  also  approved 
of  each  aa  amngemeitf. 

**  20.  The  Asriebmt  Secretary  to  ^  Poet  Office  stated  to  your  Committee  tliat  €he 

charge  of  carrying  the  mails  Is  considered  at  the  Po?t  Office  from  a  jirofit  and  loss  point 
of  view.  That  the  present  loss  on  the  Indian  service  amounts  to  48,000/.  a  year,  and  oa 
the  China  service  to  34,0001,  a  total  loss  of  82,000/.,  the  half  of  which  is  borne  by  the 
Indian  Government.  He  estimatf"?  tlint  by  scndinij  52  mails  a  year  each  way,  hct-wpen 
London  and  Bombay,  ioistcad  of  2-i  inaik  each  way  between  London  and  Bombay,  and 
S4  each  way  between  London  and  Calcntta,  an  additional  expense  would  be 

iMnirred,  amounting  to  about  30,000/.  a  year ;  and  Mr.^  Hill  had  previously  stated  that 
Ae  weekly  mail  might  have  been  eslablisncd,  if  the  Indian  Government  would  have  con> 
senti'd  to  :ulow  an  extra  charge  of  6d.  on  all  letters  which  now  pay  Ctd.  and  lOrf.  ;  but 
that  the  Indian  Government  having  declined  to  concur  in  the  expediency  of  such 
an  increase  in  the  rates  of  posU^e,  whatever  additional  expense  might  be  entailed  by 
the  c£^tuldielunent  of  a  weekly  mail  to  Bombay,  must  be  boine  exclusively  hj  that 
Government. 

"  21.  Your  Committee  cannot  aasent  10  the  doctrine,  tiiai  inieretti  co  impurtaai  from 
every  point  of  a  Icw,  whether  political,  social,  or  commercial,  as  those  which  connect  the 
Unitea  Kingdom  with  one  of  the  Iw^est  and  most  valuable  possessions  of  the  Crown, 
dionid  bo  prejudiced  by  an  insufficient  postal  service,  because  the  estabUshment  of  an 
efficient  service  might  leave  an  apparent  loss  of  no  great  magnitndo  to  be  borne  by  the 
two  countries.  They  aubmit  that  a  question  of  profit  or  loss,  within  reasonable  bounds, 
is  a  connderation  entitled  to  little  weight  in  the  c  i.-o  of  so  important  a  postal  service  aa 
that  between  England  and  India.  Thoy  concur  in  t!  r  .  lws  cxprC5>?cd  on  this  subject, 
in  a  letter  addressed  by  the  India  Office  to  the  Assistant  .Secretary  to  the  I'ost  Office,  on 
the  i>th  October  1865,  in  which  it  was  said,  'Sir  Charles  Wood  cannot,  however,  regard 

*  the  (question  as  one  merely  atfectin^  the  chaige  on  the  Lnpeiial  lerenues.   It  has  been 

*  the  perceptkin  of  Iche  bearmg  of  increased  postal  commnnication  on  the  wealth  and 

*  prof^ness  of  a  cmmtry  that  has  induced  Statcsnv  n  r  f  late  year.-  to  'Mnsent  to  (i^cal 
'  Mcniioed  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  it.  Tiiere  can  be  no  doubt  that  increased  pubtal 
'  oommnnieatioB  with  India  implies  mcreased  relations  with  that  country,  increased 
•commerce,  Increased  investment  of  English  capital,  increased  settlement  of  energetic 
'  middle-class  englishmen ;  and  from  all  these  souroOii  the  wealth  and  |>ro8penty  of 

are  move  greatly  inoeaeed  than  that  of  India.' 

"  22.  It  appears  fr>'in  a  despatch  from  the  Governor  General  in  Council  of  India  to  the 
Secretary  of  Stale  for  India,  oated  the  22d  February  1866,  that  the  Indian  Government 
is  willing  to  forward  the  establishment  of  a  weeWv  mail,  by  accepting  the  responsibility 

of  any  loss  that  may  thereby  he  incurn  d.  In  tttllrlng,  however,  to  incur  ouch  risk,  it 
pointi!  out  the  unfairness  of  such  an  arrangement  in  the  following  terms:  '  But  we  do  not 
'  consider  such  an  arrangement  to  be  altogether  unobjectionable.    It  would  apparently  bd 

*  based  on  the  cxjlination  that  the  service  must  be  carried  on  at  a  loss,  ai:d  -f     we  venture 

*  to  surest  that  It  would  hardly  be  desired  by  England  that  the  whole  of  that  I09A  should 
<  fall  upon  the  Imfiaa  reveDna.' 

"  '  It  has  been  well  pointed  out,  in  Mr.  Merivale's  letter  to  the  Post  Office  of  the  5th 
'  October,  that  the  interests  of  England  and  India  are  Jointly  ronr(?rned  m  this  matter. 

*  There  can  be  no  doubt  thousands  m  the  former  country,  to  whom  increased  facilities  for 

'poatiJ 
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*  poilal  oomaranication  with  India  are  just  as  important  as  they  are  to  their  countrjrmen 

*  Eving  in  Indi%  and  whether  we  look  to  the  interest  of  this  utter  dasa  only,  or  to  die 

*  millioiiB  from  whom  Tttdian  revenue  is  nwinlj  dmwn,  and  who  hare  no  direct  interest  in 

*  the  matter  at  all,  it  would  scarcely  be  rrcncmvis  for  England  \o  stipulate  that  the  loss 

*  which  might  arise  from  the  establishment  of  a  nroper  and  efficient  postal  service  between 
'  the  two  conntries  ehonld  be  home  wholly  by  tne  Indian  taxpayer. 

"  Separate  StTi}iee  tn  Indtfu 

**  23.  It  has  long  been  a  source  of  dissatisfaction  to  the  Indinn  pulilio,  as  well  an  to  the 
Government,  that^  from  being  associated  with  the  China  iM>»tal  ^'(ir^  k■p  tram  this  country, 
the  Indian  QoTemment  haa  been  made  to  oontxibnte  ooMalf  of  the  loss  inoorred  in  that 
service. 

"  24.  The  principle  upon  which  such  charge  was  imposed  on  the  Indian  revenue  was 
stated  in  a  Treasury  Minute,  dated  the  2l8t  August  1854,  and  will  be  found  in  the  evi- 
dence of  the  Assistant  Secretary  to  the  Poet  Office.  It  eays^  '  That  so  far  as  the  oom^ 
*meroial  and  political  ralatioina  with  China  wen^  the  latter  exiatiiig  ezdnahrely  fiir  tin 
( ftnner^  it  was  laid  down  that  ibe  inteaeata  of  England  and  Lidi*  were  eqiiaL* 

"25.  The  Court  of  Dir  t  i-^  nf  the  Ea?t  India  Company  by  no  mean?  acquiesced  in 
the  propriety  and  justice  ol'  this  statement.  In  a  letter  addressed  l>y  their  Deputy 
Seocetary  to  Sir  J.  N.  Redington,  k.c.  b.,  on  the  7th  September  1854,  it  was  said :  '  The 
'Court  are  unable  to  admit  the  validity  of  the  reasoning  upon  which  tlic  Lords  of  tho 

*  Treasuiy  appear  to  ba^e  their  opinion,  that  the  interests  uf  this  country  and  of  India 
'  are  equal  as  respects  some  portions  of  these  contracts.  Whilst  the  Court  arc  far  from 
<  onder  estoating  ^  importance  to  India  of  the  trade  with  China,  they  cannot  re£ntin 
'from  adrerting  to  the  faetB»  tiiat  l3ie  Titian  trade  with  China  18  now  earned  on  pmc{> 
'pally  Ijv  British  shipping,  and  that,  by  the  commercial  and  fiscal  jpolicy  of  EnglarnI,  fho 
'manufactures  of  India,  which  iiad  been  superseded  in  India  itself  by  those  of  £e  United 
'Kingdom,  have  been  in  like  manner  driven  out  of  China.  The  Court  think  that  npon 
'reconsi^ :  I  ifi  n,  and  a  reference  to  these  points,  the  T.nH  -  r  f  Her  ^fajc^ty's  Treasury 
'  will  admit  that  the  value  of  steam  communication  with  Ckuia  is  iar  greater  to  the  people 
*€f  Great  Biitun  than  it  is  to  llie  people  of  India.* 

*'  26.  In  the  despatch  from  the  Grovemor  General  in  Council  of  India,  dated  fbe  SSbmI 
Fabmavy  ISM,  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India,  a  ptoteafc  ia  w^ed  afidnat 
the  Indiiin  reTenne  b«bag  in  any  way  chargeable  with  llie  lots  inemted  on  the  China  serw 

n'ce  between  England  and  Galle.    It  is  said,  *  If  it  is  admitted,  a«  it  is  by  the  Postmaster 

*  General  in  England  (and  the  point  ia  too  clear  to  leave  any  room  for  question  about  it), 
'  that  the  postal  service  with  India  should  in  future  be  exclusively  to  Bombay,  it  is  dim- 

*  cult  to  understand  upon  what  ground  it  carj  hr.  seriously  maintained  that  the  Indian 
'  Post  Oiiice  should  continue  to  he  charged  with  a  portion  of  the  coot  of  a  {lostal  subsidy 
'  given  to  steamers  on  the  Ime  bAkveen  Suez  and  Gralle,  for  the  conveyance  of  China  and 
'  Australian  mails,  or  why  any  aubndy  should  be  given  to  steamers  running  between 
'OalleandCaleatta.* 

»  ^teed  of  Maa  P^duH. 

**  27.  The  Indian  pnhHe  have  long  complained  of  die  low  tmto     speed  attained  by  the 

vcsji  l.-i  \sliich  convey  tho  mails  to  and  from  England  to  India,  and  it  was  stated  to  your 
Committee,  by  a  witness  of  great  experience  (J.  D'Aguilar  Samuda,  Esq.,  a  Member  of 
fliia  House),  that  in  the  present  state  of  nautical  science  the  contract  speed  of  9^  knots 
an  hour  for  the  service  between  Suez  and  India  Is  too  low.  TL  it  rlie  contract  ppeed  ob- 
tained by  the  West  ludia  Mail  C(»mpauy  is  10^  kuota  au  hour.  That  with  tiome  modi- 
fications the  vessels  now  employed  by  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company  could  be 
made  to  attain  a  Icnot  an  hour  more  tlUn  they  now  make,  hut  he  is  of  <^^uon  that  in 
order  to  inaow  a  aatiafiMtmy  rate  of  speed,  veaadb  edT  not  leaa  dun  2,000  torn  bwedan 
ehonld  be  employed. 

"  28.  The  prc.-ent  contract  time  between  London  and  Bombay  is  24  days.  In  a  letter 
addre^^sed  to  the  Director  General  of  the  Post  Office  of  India,  by  Rleasrs.  Steams, 
Hohart,  &  Co.,  managers  of  the  Bombay  and  Bengal  Steumship  Company,  Limited,  after 
naming  the  sum  for  which  they  would  undertake  a  fortnightly  mail  service  each  way, 
between  Bombay  and  Suez,  at  an  average  speed  of  8  knot«  an  hour,  they  -aid,  *  It  may 

*  not  be  out  of  place  to  mention,  although  not  att  part  of  our  tender,  that  ^vc  have  in  OOn- 
'  tcmplation  the  building  of  a  class  of  boots,  not  only  laiger  and  £astei|  but  in  every  way 

*  superior  to  any  now  itt  the  Eatt,  and  capable  of  ddivering  the  malls  within  20  dim 
'  between  England  and  India,  and  plans  for  placing  these  vessels  on  the  route  are  so  far 
'  matured  that  should  the  tender  wo  have  made  bo  accepted,  and  a  reasonable  prospect 
'  held  out  of  our  securing  a  fiur  subsidy  through  to  England,  we  have  Gtfls  doubt  of  our 
'being  in  a  position  to  carry  tho  project  into  immediate  execution.* 

*'  29.  It  is  only  fair  to  the  Peninsular  and  Orient.al  Company  to  say  that  they  have  been, 
and  still  are,  endeavouring  to  accomplish  a  better  rate  of  speed.  Mr.  Howell,  the 
aeeretary  of  the  company,  stated  that  their  ahipa  had  not  come  up  to  their  own  expectft> 
tiona  and  wishes  upon  the  Bombay  line.   Some  vesaels  which  were  placed  upon  the  line, 
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Iiave  not  alto^Aer  ftilfflled  Ae  expeet><ioiw  luM  out  of  Aen.   They  huA  to  pro- 

duce a  frrcat  iin|irnvement  in  the  consumption  of  coal,  and  alao  an  incrcrusc  of  speed,  but 
had  been  to  some  extent  ditMppointed  in  tfaat^  but  aiterationa  in  those  veaaela  ac» 
going  on. 

**  77te  Australian  and  China  Mails. 

"  30.  Ab  the  eepAration  of  the  In^an  postal  service  frmn  those  mailn  which  now  pro- 
ceed to  Point  dc  Galle  will  necessitate  the  reconstruction  of  the  China  service,  your 
Committee  in^itf  attcntini)  to  the  eOicient  eervice  between  Europe  and  CSiina  ereiy 
calendar  month,  performed  by  the  Meesageriee  Impdriales  from  Mareeilles. 

**  The  haHtt»  JSoute. 

SI.  Tour  Committee  have  taken  evidence  to  aeeertain  whefher  the  In^an  niaiU 

could  be  carried  witli  advantage  to  the  juililic  over  thi-  ^^(>nt  Cenid  11  li'  s  y,  and  through 
Italy  to  Brindi«i,  or  some  Italian  Port,  iusteod  of  tJirough  France  to  Muriieillcd,  but  tltey 
«re  not  able  to  reoommcnd  that  my  steps  shoold  at  pKMot  be  taken  to  eeoonplislt  thftt 
olgecL 

"  Ai  Bboabda  tbk  Tblborapk  Ssbtiob. 

**  32.  The  poHttcal  and  commercial  importance  of  jwaKssing  permanent  meant  of  oom- 

niiiniratiMti  wiili  'he  se\('ral  <  i >iiii(i:cs  1n'f"ir<'  rc('('rr(^d  to,  by  a  telegraphic  aervice  at  all 
times  avuiluble,  and  to  be  tk-pcndcd  upon,  m  even  greater  in  degree  than  the  neoeiMUty 
tat  an  efficient  postal  service  ;  indeed,  with  rcgnrd  to  the  bulk  of  commercial  transaetiont 
bct^vccn  the  mcrchanta  ond  manvifacturrrs  of  foimtry,  and  producers  and  coneumers 
abroad,  ihe  l'i  »t  Office  has  now  become,  in  a  great  measure,  subsidiary  to  the  telegraph. 

axt  the  I Hioefits  derived  from  telegiaphio  communication  roofined  to  the  mercantile 
cnmmauity  alone}  the  public  in  gcncrd  are  equally  interested  in  the  rapid  traasmisrion 
of  anthentie  mercantile  intelligence ;  for,  if  the  eilcrtbe,  as  hae  been  stated  by  witneraes 
of  authority,  to  cnaMc  nun  hants  and  manufacdn  (■:■:*  to  obtain  with  greater  n  i  tainty  and 
economy  a  regular  an<l  nilecjuate  supply  of  the  commo<Uties  they  require  in  the  English 
Miket,  it  is  the  consumer  in  the  end  to  whom  the  ultuoaitB  •dventage  is  faroaght  home  by 
tfw  process  of  oompetatiaD. 

"  The  Telegraph  to  India. 

"  33.  The  Indian  and  Home  Governments  have  long  been  sensible  of  the  extreme  im- 
portsnce  of  possessing  an  efficient  telegraph  service  between  Bnghmd  and  India,  and  hare 

made  great  <  finrts  and  jx  runiary  sacritii  e-^  to  nlitrtin  it;  and  if  a  full  measure  of  Hiic<  e<3 
has  not  yet  attended  their  exertions,  tlic  imperfections  now  complained  of  have  arisen  in 
a  considerable  degree  from  difficulties  hitheirio  beyond  their  ooni&ol* 

**  34.  A  mees^  intended  for  Imlia  is  ddivered  to  one  of  dte  two  Companies  in  London 

having  teltLri'il'bie  communication  with  the  Conf'ni  nt.  '  Tlu-  Elt  ctric  and  International 
Telegrapli  Company,'  and  *  The  Submarine  Tclegranh  (Jompany,'  and  i*  l"oi-war»led  by 
one  of  two  principal  alternative  routes,  the  Turkisn  or  the  Itussian  route.  To  reach 
Constantinople  the  lines  principally  nsed  are  thnnic^h  Vienna  or  Turio.  Fri>ni  Vienna 
racssago.H  are  transmitted  tn  tiieir  ticstination  chietly  tiirough  Senia,  and  occut^ionally 
through  AVallachia,  From  Turin  they  proceed  by  the  Italian  coast  line,  and  the  sub-marine 
cablej  across  the  Lower  Adriatic,  and  arrive  at  Ccmstantinople  by  wav  of  tialonica,  sod 
Ae  shores  of  the  Sea  of  Marmora,  A  telecrram  msiy,  therefore,  be  dealt  iritb  by  French, 
Belgian,  Dutch,  Prussian,  Austrian,  Bavarian,  Minor  German,  Italian,  Scrvia'i,  or  "Wal- 
lacbian  adminiatrattona.  Atier  tite  me^tmgc  reaches  Constantinople,  it  is  forwarded  under 
the  terms  of  {he  '  Indo-Ottoman '  Convention,  by  an  exclndve  wire  to  Bagdad,  and  thenoe, 
cither  to  Fao,  at  the  head  of  the  PeL-ian  Prnir,  where  it  is  received  liy  Briti-h  fifiin  i  ^'  for 
dcpputch  to  Kurrachce  by  the  Pers-iaii  (iall'  lit.o,  or,  as  an  alternaiivu,  over  the  iittt-rnal 
Persian  system,  by  way  of  Teherau,  If-j)ahau,  and  .Shiraz  to  Bushire,  where  it  again  falls 
in  with  the  main  Gne.  From  Fao  to  Kurrachce,  and  from  Boshire  to  Kurrachce,  the  line 
is  exclusively  under  the  control  of  the  Govennncnt  of  India-  Thw  line  is  eiibmnrine, 
witli  an  altcmativo  land  line  be  tween  Gwailel,  <iii  the  Me(  kran  euast,  and  Kurrachce,  and 
with  the  exception  of  two  or  three  interruptions  in  trofiic,  owing  to  temporary  breaks  in 
the  cable,  is  snown  to  work  admirably  wetL 

**  35.  A  telegram  by  the  Busman  ronte  proceeds  viA  the  Hagne  to  BerKn,  and  from  thence 

crosses  tlie  Bri--iaa  frontier,  ]Ki-siiiir  tlii'ini^h  Z^Ty.^olnwiT/.  to  Tillis  in  Georgia,  and  fnmi 
that  plaee  over  the  Persian  system  above  described  to  Bushirc.  It  must,  therefore,  be 
resorted  to  through  the  agency  of  the  Dutch,  PmssiBn,  Bussian,  and  Penuan  admimo- 
4ratioui<,  before  it  reacbca  any  officer  who  is  leaponBible  to  the  BribMi  liovemment. 

"  ,1(1.  There  is,  tlieref.ire,  an  alternative  route  to  India  as  far  as  the  head  of  the  l*er-Ian 
Gult ;  init,  in  the  case  ol  an  accident  to  the  submarine  cable  to  KuiTachco,aU  telegraphic 
ccmmumcatitn  with  India  must  necessarily  be  interrupted. 

«*37.  From 


Digitized  by  Google 


or  wsBX  aa>Li  coMmmiOATiovf. 


"37.  FVcM'thB  IcUuua  for  the  month  of  January  kai»  it  »|ipeflM  that  the  messages 

between  this  country  and  ludiii  took  the  ftHowiui:  routes  to  and  irom  CoDstantinojile  : — 


Outward. 

Homeward. 

Via  tbe  ntigm,  Herlin,  V  lenna,  JDelgrade  and 

M  |Mr  onb 

A4]Mr<wat 

FhI  the  Bagne^  Berlin,  YicniM,  Buchorfli^ 

8  psT  cnt* 

44  par  cent 

KM  Piria»  1M,  V«kM,  and  BiknieK 

89  per  Dent. 

4  per  oeot 

loo  per  oest. 

lOOperoent. 

'  "  38.  The  whole  of  the  service  is  well  dcpcribed  in  a  demfttch,  No.  279,  addressed  at 
Con=ta!itiiHi|ih>,  on  the  12th  April  last,  by  Major  John  A.  (.'liamnain,  n.  E.,  of  the  Tndo- 
Eurin»eau  Telegraph  Department,  to  Mr.  Thornton,  of  the  India  Office,  copy  oi  which 
will  M  fbmid  at  loogth  in  tbe  Apf>eDdhu 

"  39.  The  me«8ageB  are  forwardt  d  to  Constantinople  l>j  the  telegraphic  office  on  the 
CcMitineiit  to  which  they  have  been  addressed  from  London,  hy  the  route  most  convenient 

-die  time;  in  aome  Snataaoee,  and  not  imfivque&tly,  they  Lave  beMi  forwaided  by  way 
ofBueein,  to  the  great  dit^advaatage  of  the  parties  interested  in  the  speedy  and  eorrect 

tnuEini^eion  of  the  mebaage.  > 


"  40.  The  number  of  messages  which  jnisscd  over  the  Peruan  Gulf  line,  from  its  open^ 
iog  iu  Fdxniaiy        to  the  end  of  tLe  year,  appears  tv  haw  been  aa  foUows; 

Eastward: 

Vif'i  Tnrlc'^-'-  nrr!  V'nn  -  •  «  •  0,175 
Via  liusbirc  (I'crbiau  line)  ♦  8^803 

Wsatward: 

Vid  Fao  and  Turkry  -  7,6S2 

Fia  Bushlre  (Persian  lint)        •      -  1,894 


Total 


jEsniiag; 


10  " 


«1,929   5  - 


69,770  U  - 


or,  on  the  aTeiage,  8/.  8s.  ffit  per  message. 

**  41.  During  the  mootiis  o£  January,  February,  March,  and  April  of  the  present 
year,  the  total  number  of  me.»pn^ps  so  carried  i«  stated  to  have  been  (without  distinction  aS 
to  other  routes  is  connexion)  U>,i>95,  earning  oifOdO  L  10«.,  or,  on  the  average  ZLi$.  \ld. 
permessaff*. 

"  42.  Your  Committee  have  been  iinahle  to  ajiccrtuin  tlic  coi^t  of  tlio  PerMaii  Gulf 
hne,  but  the  working  expenses  are  stated  by  Mtyor  Chompain  to  amount  to  about  2,000/. 
per  mensem,  independently  of  the  eost  of  nfections. 

"  48.  The  sum  of  SL  1  s.  is  chai|;ed  in  all  eases  for  a  message  not  exceedinfr  20  words. 

Out  of  that  f>uin  about  ia  retained  by  the  Kleetrio  aud  Irif  pruaticnal  ('(in-ii  nny, 

and  hy  tbe  Submarine  Company,  the  balance  in  each  ca^jj  being  paid  u\  e.r  tu  the 

andtotities  of  the  continental  sjrstero  to  whose  cave  it  is  committed.  They  account  in 
like  manner  to  their  suocessors  m  the  chain  of  oommnnicatlnn  until  tbe  Persian  Gulf  line 
is  reached,  in  respect  of  which  the  GoTemment  of  India  receives  2/.  10s.  for  iIh;  trans> 
aisFion  of  tlie  lucssngr  from  iaa,  and  2L  from  Bnahixe  to  Euisaebee,  with  9s.  additioml 
for  its  distribution  in  India. 

"  44.  Under  s  system  mch  as  this,  where  no  continuous  responsibility  exists,  much 
dijfficulty  is  necessarily  experienced  in  tracing  where  the  numerous  debys  and  hnperfeo^ 
{Ion>  in  the  rendering  of  messages,  of  which  fo  mnny  rnmplnints  have  hren  made,  hnve 
taken  place ;  and  in  vcr^  few  instances  have  the  public  been  successful  in  obtaining  com- 
pensatioa  for     diaappointmentB  they  haye  met  with. 

The  service  under  Bnssian  control  is  stated  to  bo  woridng  with  regnlaiilj,  tho 
mewapcB  leaolung  Tabreez  occasionally  in  the  spaoe  of  12  hotus.  The  iU  socoms  whick 
has  hitherto  attended  tlie  transmission  of  messages  to  India  by  this  route  is  attributed  to 
iht  imperfect  management  of  the  Perfiau  sirvice  between  Juljihii  (jh  the  Georgian 
frontier  and  Teheran ;  the  exceeding  rigour  of  the  climate  also  during  the  winter  moaths» 
especially  cn  the  line  betwoMi  lapauui  and  Bulure!,  has  presented  many  obstaoles  during 
the  hMt  winter. 

"  4G.  A  proposition  ha-^  been  submitted  to  your  Committee  for  the  cstaliHshmCTTt  of  nn 
altcrnatiTe  line  connecting  Bunder  Abhas,  in  tbe  lower  part  of  tiue  fersian  (rulf,  with 
Inmhan,  by  way  of  Kerman  and  Yead.  This  line,  if  practieabii^  with  releKeno  tp 
politieal  coBsidaratioBB«  wcmld  pmweat  aaaay  advantages. 
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"  47.  Lastly,  a  line  constructed  by  -die  Turkish  Go.  c rnmcnt  between  Gaza,  on  the 

EL'vptian  frontier,  ami  Diarbckir,  on  the  main  line  of  telegraph  between  Constantinople 
ami  Bagdad,  haa  recently  been  opened  for  public,  traffic  la  connexion  with  the  Malta  and 
Alexandria  line.  This  line  may  present  many  i  (-commendations  as  an  additional  useful 
altematiTe  line  in  the  event  of  intcrmption  to  the  direct  lines  to  Conctantinople  through 
Ibe  continent  of  Ihtropc ;  but  at  present  it  cannot  be  said  to  be  STiulable  to  the  pubuo 
gonorally.  in  con.-icquencc  of  the  refusal  of  the  Turkish  unthoritiea  to  receive  neSMget  of 
origin  ur  destination,  otherwise  tlian  F.;^'y]<ti:ui,  f  ir  transmission  by  the  line. 

"  48.  With  respect  to  the  service  through  Turkey,  there  is  a  general  concurri'nce  i>f  tes- 
timony that,  as  a  rule,  it  is  very  defective.  In  a  letter  addressed  to  tke  Under  S  i  i  try 
of  State  for  India  by  ^lujin-  Chauipuin,  on  the  .^1  t  A-igust  I860,  it  wns  stated,  '  There 

*  is  no  uuuLl  that  the  messages  tu  and  fruui  India  are  necessarily  and  vuxatiouslv  delayed, 

*  and  public  confidence  in  the  undertaking  is  being  shaken.    The  organization  of  the 

*  Turkish  lines  is  defective,  and,  in  my  opiinon,  wiu  continue  so  unless  some  decided 
'step,  such  as  tiie  establislunent  of  an  opposition  Toute,  be  taken.   Bfr.  Conrtenay 

*  Invariably  writes  that  either  the  Turkish  Asiatic  or  the  Turkish  European  lines  are 

*  working  badly,  and  it  does  not  seem  that  Colonel  Goldsmid's  su^estions  nave  yet  been 

*  «on»|ilicd  with.   I  kn.iw  that  tlie  insulators  we  proposed  for  tSie  new  wires  between 

*  Consiniitinnple  and  Diarlx  kir  wrrc  rrlcctcd  as  too  expensivR,  and  cheap  inferior  wires 
'  were  ordered  from  Belgium.    In  some  measure,  however,  I  can  account  for  delays  of 

*  late  in  consequence  of  the  cholera  panic,  which  frightened  the  telegraph  clerks  from 
'their  posts,  btill  I  maintain  that  blame  is  due  to  the  Tarka,  and  I  much  fear  that 
'  they  are  reaUy  unable  to  work  up  to  our  stimdard  of  effideney.  Mr.  Walton,  the 
'dircrtdr  i.f  the  cable,  writes  to  me  that  "  our  messages  from  Knrrachee  to  Fao,  and 

*  vice  versa,  average  74  minutes  for  the  last  three  months,  and  that  the  Bagdad  men 
'  report  70  or  90  messages  on  hand,  send  12  or  15,  and  then  smoke  hookahs,  or  say  their 

*  pTnycre.  for  two  nr  three  hniii  s,  during  wliieh  time  Fao  hears  nothing  of  them."  Our 
'cable,  tbereforc,  is  wmking  aduilrubly  ;  for  months  past  there  has  been  no  iutcrrup- 
'  tioD  on  the  Persian  line,  and  yet  all  ourendeaTOM  are  nullified  by  the  bad  arrangements 

*  in  Turkey*   On  the  other  hand,  the  Russians  an  natural)^  anxious  to  help  our  through 

*  communication,  and  have  now  offered  to  place  tiieir  fine,  from  St.  PetierBbui]gh  to  rae 
'  Persian  frontier,  entirely  in  the  hands  of  a  well-known  L<jndon  firm.  Mr.  Siem.ans,  the 
'  head  of  that  firm,  sjxtke  tu  me  lately  ou  that  subject,  and  would,  I  believe,  be  willing  to 
'  accept  the  offer,  if  there  were  auy  probability  of  bis  obtaining  the  control  of  tite  Persian 

*  line,  rmiu  the  Tabreez  frontier  to  our  telegraphic  centre  at  rehcran.    I  am  convinced 

*  that,  hU}«puried  by  Russiuu  intiuence  in  Persia,  and  not  oppised  by  w,  he  would  succeed ; 

*  and  tlien  we  should,  without  kavio^  taken  any  active  steps  in  the  matter,  obtain  a  second, 

*  and  a  really  reliable  line  of  communication  between  Sngland  aud  the  Persian  Gulf.  Such 

*  an  arraagement  would  also  do  more  to  render  the  Constantinople  Ime  efl&nent  than 
'  remonstrances  we  may  make,  now  the  Turks  know  tibat  we  are  entixdy  dependent  on 

*  tbem. 

*•  49.  In  Colonel  Goldsmid's  report  of  the  4th  November  1865,  it  is  stated,  '  I  see  no 

*  remedy  for  tiie  state  of  telegraphic  corresjwndence  in  Turkey  but  associating  Engli.shmen 
'  with  the  native  oniploycs  in  the  higher  as  in  the  inferior  duties  of  the  lini',  making  at 

*  once  the  piincijial  stations  "  Anglo-Uttouian,"  as  at  Fao;  or  else  giving  tlie  whole  Uue  to 
'  a  company  or  linn  competent  toworkand  supervise  it;  such,  fur  instance,  a:3  Messrs. 

*  Bright  and  Clark,  who  have,  moreover,  a  kind  of  vested  interest  In  tlie  cable  from  old 

*  association.    The  first  of  these  remedies  I  had  the  honour  of  suggesting  to  the  Home 

*  Government  in  !May,  hut  the  question  involved  ])olitic,al  consider.itions,  and  the  re-<  ipeiiiu^ 

*  of  or  supplementing  a  lately  ratified  convention,  one  iatcndcd  to  be  final.  There  is 
'  manifestfy  no  better  chance  at  tiiis  moment  available  for  successful  telegraphy  in  Turlcey 

*  than  competition.    We  have  a  convention  v.  \f]\  Turkey  to  enable  ns  to  keep  open  tele- 

*  graphic  communication  with  India  through  her  doraiuioiis.  She  has  gone  to  e.xpeuae  and 
'  taken  pains  to  carry  out  the  terms  of  tiiis  convention.    We  an  tifcerelbra  desirous  to 

*  avwl  ourselves  of  her  lines  as  much  as  possible.    It  is  found,  however,  in  practice,  that 

*  the  Turkish  route  is  more  or  less  a  fadore.  Turkey  has  not  earned  the  whole  blame, 
'  but  she  certainly  earned  tlie  lion's  share.  Our  euinpauies  ('that  is,  the  British  public  by 
'  their  agents)  learu  that  an  opposition  line  is  available  through  Russia.  They  take  aup- 
'  posed  adTantage  of  this  eagerly  to  transmit  hundreds  of  telegrams,  but  tke  roah  was 

*  premature.    Tlie  Russian  line  had  not  then  reache<l  good  working  order.    They  revert 

*  aguu  to  Turkey,  but  not  iu  regard  to  conventions.    The  convention  was  to  give  the 

E'  ublic  a  desideratum,  not  to  bind  them  to  a  particular  mode  of  corres|>ondence.  Now, 
owever,  the  Ottoman  tclegrai»h  lags,  and  the  Russian  telegraph  gains  strength.     A"  n 

*  rule  we  are  not  using  the  latter  yet ;  it  has  just  given  us  a  commercial  message  m  Telu  ran 

*  in  72  ^  hours,  while  its  rival  cannot  force  on  its  bunlcn  in  less  than  nine  days.  Here 
'  sttccesa  may,  perhaps,  be  spasmodic;  but  time  will  show.  On  the  other  hand>  the 
'  fidhir«  »  beoonunc  ekronic.  Turkey  must  bestir  bendf,  or  tim  eoidmetilioDin^ 

*  to  her.   I  say  nothing  of  the  diilerenoft  of  xatei^  except  that  the  difoenoe  is  f*Toiini)l« 

*  to  traflBc  through  Russia.* 

**  60.  It  appears,  however,  according  to  a  letter  from  Major  Champain,  dated  the  lOth 
Anril  186(>,  aadaddteseed  by  him  to  w.  J.  Thornton,  Esq.,  the  Secmtary  of  the  FubUe 
Wocks  DepartoMUt  in  tlie  India  Office,  ihat  eonaideimble  improvement  nad  th«n  lately 

been 
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been  ouule  in  working  the  lines  in  Turkey,  but  that  owing  to  a  heavy  f&U  of  enow  in  Fereia 
dtt  invlnBg  of  th«  I%BMa  linM  ]«m1  b«ea 

•  fil.  Your  Committee  arc  of  upiuioii  that  the  cauec  of  the  comjilaints  so  generally 
md  jiHll^  made  as  to  the  maimer  in  whidi  the  telegraphic  service  between  this  country 
ind  India  has  been  performed,  as  a  nile>  aSnee  the  line  hj  the  Peruan  Golf  was 

opened  for  public  traffic  m  Feliruary  1865,  is  to  be  found  m  the  imperfect  udminis- 
tntioQ  of  the  Turkish  system,  and  the  culpable  uegligcDcc  of  the  autliurities  in 
Kifia  in  no  adequate  iHtoviaton  for  the  di8tribution  from  Kurrachce  of  the 

inunense  amount  of  business  in  connection  with  Europe,  which  it  ought  to  have  been 
foreseen  would  follow  immediately  upon  the  opening  of  the  Persian  Gulf  line  to  the 
iM«f  thepDblie. 

"  52.  In  tlie  former  case  the  5mi»crfectiiin  of  the  service  Is  not  more  than  might  have 
baen  expected  on  the  first  lut  reduction  of  a  method  of  cooununication  ao  novel  to  the 
ludnts  or  burineH  6t  ihc  people  of  Turkey ;  but  aiiart  from  natnnl  advene  oauses,  andi 
u  the  severity  of  the  climate  In  the  winter  niontli^  In  Bome  districts  of  the  ruutt  through 
Asia  Mmor  and  Armenia,  there  id  no  reason  to  duubt  that  by  strict  compliauce  with  the 
tSBDS  of  the  convention,  in  regard  to  the  reservation  of  one  wire  at  least  for  tlie  purpoaeo 
pf  messages  to  and  from  the  eastward,  the  emplo^-ment  of  an  adequate  ninnhcr  of  Euro* 
peon  ofiicerSf  and  careful  attention  to  the  condition  of  the  line  itself,  the  tit^rvicu  may  in 
tuM  beooDM  ntaflfitotory  m  its  workiiig* 

"  Telegraphs  in  India. 

"  6i,  Hmt  an  iioir  about  145500  miles  of  GoTerament  telegraph  lines  in  India,  oo»> 
neetnig  the  chief  dtiea  hi  -Che  ^fierott  Pmideneies,  and  tiiey  are  «om|deted  towards 

Slugajxjre  us  far  as  Eaucoon.  They  have  been  constructed  at  a  cost  amounting  to 
1,146,861/.  14  x.  Zd.  on  me  aoth  April  1864.  There  are  besides,  3«141  miles  of  lines 
erected  by  the  different  railway  companies,  ai  a  ooak  of  411,9!S4f.  12s.  8d^,  OQ  Slat 
December  1864^  and  which  are  maintained  at  an  mpvoai  of  41,888  L  IS  t.  54,  pet 
annum. 

"54.  That  the  working  of  the  Goverunn  ni  liuca  of  telegraph  in  India  has  been  very 
nnsatisfactory  is  admitted.  Colonel  R(»bini5tm,  the  Director  General  of  the  Indian  Tel^ 
gmph  Department^  has  ascribed  the  defects,  in  a  great  measure*  to  the  fact  that  the  officers 
of  the  Department  have  been  underpaid,  thdr  emoluments  not  been  commenBUTnie  with 
the  c  f^ivcn  In  other  establishments,  and  also  to  the  circumstance  that  the  lint-.,  has  lug 
been  destroyed  in  the  war  times,  had  been  re-erected  in  haste  for  military  pui  ]Mj3e8,  and 
sinoe  then  had  been  gradually,  but  very  slowly,  reconstructed.  Colonel  Rohiiison  is,  bow* 
ever,  of  opiniun  that  the  working  is  much  improved,  and  tliat  merchants  in  Cal  nlta  now 
receive  their  messages,  even  if  sent  in  cypher,  very  accurately,  lie  adds  tliat,  uhhough 
the  telegraph  in  India  was  originally  establij^ied  for  the  purposes  of  speedy  communie*' 
tikm  between  diffiarent  military  stations,  it  is  now  lookea  upon  almost  in  the  light  of  n 

m  n  ■  f    n^R  n  n 

posiNmoe* 

**  55.  Your  Ccmumttee  were  informed  on  €he  eameauthority ,  that  efficacious  measures  have 

been  taken  for  the  establishment  of  a  second  line  <»f  wire  to  connect  Kurrachef  with  the 
internal  system  of  India,  and  otherwise  to  redeem  that  part  of  the  service  &um  the  reproach 
which  baa  been  oast  upon  it. 

"56.  A  snggeslion  was  made  in  1862  that  the  Government  Knee  of  telegraph  should 
be  made  over  to  a  private  compnny  for  odministratifHi ;  but  the  Oovemor  General  ill- 
Council  declined  to  acquiesce  in  the  proposal."' 

•'57.  Your  Committee  aic  not  aware  that  any  uLjcctiun  iii  cutcrtaiucd  by  cltlier  the 
Home  or  Indian  Govemmeut  to  the  ej-tabliuhment  in  India  of  independent  lines  of  tele- 
Aaph  by  private  companies,  and  official  opinion  has  been  cxpreased  that  it  is  desirable  to 
pace  the  railway  telegraphs  in  the  hands  of  a  separate  company.    It  appears  also  that  as 

regards  a  portion  of  the  Govcrumcnt  IhiLS,  Lleuteuaut  Coh  C.  Douglas,  lately  the  official 
til^  JDireotor  General  of  Teiegraplia  in  India,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  tlic  Indian  Govem- 
meot  in  1851,  said — 

"'There  jirc  already  ^ievL'l•a^^u'^  uf  tth'j.'^raph  in  private  hands;  I  allude  to  those  (.if  the 
'several  iCailway  Compauico  which  liave  puwer  lu  truuauuL  private  m^ds>agcd  in  all  cases 

*  where  the  Government  have  no  co-ordinate  lines ;  should,  however,  other  private  compa' 

*  nies  desire  to  undertake  telegraph  management,  there  is  no  line  which  could  be  so  con- 
'veniently  made  over  to  them  as  that  connecting  Calcutta  with  Rangoon,  and  the  local 
'lines  in  that  province.  These  lines  connecting  three  A  ery  important  jTlaccs  <if  cmnmerce, 
'Calcutta,  Akyab,  and  Rangoon,  with  the  advantages  of  tK>ssible  extension  to  the  port 
*of  Moulmein,  appear  to  hold  out  every  prospect  of  beiog  remunerative;  and  1^ 
'fact  of  the  telegraph  lines  in  I'egu  Lelng  very  largely  used  in  official  corrospon- 
'dence,  owing  to  the  tardiness  of  postal  communication,  offers  additional  prospect  of 
'praAl* 

"  58.  In  1863,  with  a  view  to  utilise  as  for  as  possible,  the  heavy  expenditure  already 
referred  to  as  having  be«l  incurred  by  die  Bailwav  Gomponies  in  Inoia  in  establishing 
telegraphs  by  the  v&  of  Iheir  lines,  it  was  proposed  to  lease  ihem  to  a  responsible  Com- 
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J (any  tlien  nbottt  ■to  be  f(Nined,  trtKier  tlie  title  of  '  Tlie  Oriental  Tele^ph  Company,' 
or  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  a  eyefoin  of  commercinl  telegrajibs  in  liuiia,  and  an  appU- 
o^tktDuWM  wade  to  the  Secretary  of  f:>tate  for  XodU  to  aauctlon  the  jucxaagemmti  £ot 
T^Mons  lAich  do  not  araear  to  your  Committee  lo  'lw  very  c\eKr,  m  un&TeiinMe 

answer  was  returned  to  tlic  application ;  it  appears,  however,  that  no  objection  is  naw 
egtortaioed  la  lai^  to  Uic  employment  of  a  puoUo  Company  in  the  maaner  jiroposed  upon  , 


*'  59.  I'ropo.-ale  have  been  made  at  \a.nons  timcf  to  Ilcr  jMajo.^ty'-i  Govoriiniciit  for 
the  c^taljlishineut  of  »  tdegraphle  service;  to  conncot  Australia  with  the  Indi;in  i5y>(oin  at  . 
llangoou,  liut  Tio  arrangement  han       yet  liccn  f'onud  practiculdc,  nofnithstaiidlnir  the 
wiJllngncss  of"  tlie  Colonies  (as  apjiear.-*  by  the  evidence  of  Sir  C  XicboL-^oit,  IJart., 
fonnerly  S]ifak-cr  of"  the  L(\gislafive  Coiinril  at  Sydney)  tr>  eontriliutc  a  guarantee  to  the 
extent  of  35,OUO/.  per  annum,  towards  Mcaring  an  interest  on  the  capital  required  tor  tibe  ' 
purpose,         Goyemment     Holland  lias  expressed  its  reaSnem  to  Afford  material  aid  ' 
in  the  eoii^truetion  ni'  a  line  which  will  bring  their  dej)endeneie*  in  the  Iv.ist  into  eom- 
nmnientii^n  wiih  I^utupe  ;  whilst  the  li'reuch  Govurxuueut  aUu  ii>  etaied  to  be  wiUin^  to 
assist  i!i  tlic  i'orraation  of  a  line  wluch  will  connect  'dieir  establidnnenta  at  Saigon  wtth  a 

main  line  at  Siugajiure. 

*•  GO.  Acoi>rding  to  tl'.e  bent  infonnatirin  aftaina!>Ie.  neliher  tlu*  dcpilis  of  water  imr  the 

tkm,  -of*  Ixoflt  .batima  JtangooD,  J^ng^pttre*  and  tlte  .Aastraliaii  Colonies, 

I 

*'  61.  A  Rchcmc  for  an  independent  line  of  telegraph  to  India,  to  be  continued  hereafW 
to  Australia  and  China,  under  the  charge  of  Engii^li  ofiieials,  and  an  undivided  respon- 
nbility^  throt;^boatj  ex(»pting  in  its  paiwage  through  Prance,  haa  been  euboiittod  to  your 
Committae. 

Hi.  Hie  intention  of  the  promotera  of  tlae  eebeme  is  to  form  a  Company  fbr  llie  trans-  < 

in!>f-ion  of  mcpfages,  r.nder  one  control  and  management,  as  far  as  may  be  practicable, 
between  England,  Egypt,  India,  China,  and  the  Aiutraliau  Colonics,  by  meants  of  a  line 
of  wire,  which  pat^scs  tnrongh  Italy  (nnder  a  concOMiOn  already  pjaniled  by  the  Italian 
Government)  to  the  laland  of  Sicily,  will  thence  be  earned  to  the  Ai"ricau  Coa*t,  joioing 
the  existinj^  Malta  and  Alcxamlria  Cable  tit  Benghazi,  from  wlionce,  in  order  to  convey 
the  lan«!  through  tr:.ttl<'  t'mf  will  then  be  c  oncentrated  on  thin  lino,  a  pecmrl  (ir  duplicate 
line  will  be  laid  to  Aiexondna.    Under  arrangements  made  with  the  '  Xelegraph  to  India 
Company,'  the  new  Company  will  acquire  jiosaeesion  of  their  ooncesaion  as  well  as  their  linea 
between  Alexandria,  Cairo,  and  Suez,    brom  Alexandria  two  di-tinct  lines  will  branch 
oft'  to  India:  one  procectling  from  Suez  to  Cosgier  and  Siiiikiia  on  the  western  shore  of 
the  Red  Sea,  or  by  laud  lines  up  the  Valley  of  the  Nile,  by  perminision  of  his  ilighnese 
the  Viceroy  of  Egypt,  to  Suakim  or  Massowah,  and  thence  by  submarine  cables,  via  Aden 
and  the  southern  coast  of  Arabia,  to  Kurrachec  and  Bombay,    The  other,  or  altorimtive 
line,  will  be  the  Syrian  line  frnm  Gaza  to  Diarbekir  already  referred  to.  Arrangements 
will  be  made  to  secure  independent  wires  between  Bombay,  Calcutta,  and  Banffoon,  ami 
to  carry  out  (with  conourrenoe  of  the  Indian  authorities  in  this  oou  n  try )  the  oondi^na  of  the 
agrcrmrnt  before  mentioned,  with  the  I'la-t  Indian,  the  (ireat  Peninsula,  and  otlier  Indian 
Kailwuj'  Comnanies,  for  placing  separate  conmiercial  wires  <m  their  posts  irom  Bombay  to 
Calcutta,  Madras,  Allahabad,  Benares,  Delhi,  &c.,  from  Rangoon,  the  Eastern  tcrinjnua 
of  the  Indian  land  lines,  a  cable  will  be  laid  to  Singajiorc,  whence  submarine  lines  will 
diverge  in  two  directions ;  one  branch  proceeding,  via  Saigon,  to  Hong  Kong  and  Shang- 
hai; and  the  other  passing  tlu-ough  Java  to  the  Australian  Colonics.    Witli  a  view  of 
embracing  the  entire  system  of  telep;ranhT  to  the  East,  it  is  proposed  to  undertake,  if 
approTed  oy  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Inaia  in  ConndJ,  and  the  Croyemment  of  India,  a 
lease  of,  and  eventually  to  purchase  on  equitable  term.a,  the  Per.«iaa  Gidf  line,  under  snc  h 
arrangements  with  the  Ottoman  Government  as  will  secure  to  the  public  the  aamc  uccu- 
racy  and  rapidity  in  the  transmission  of  messages  as  obtains  by  way  of  Egypt,  thereby 
providing  the  public  with  a  double  or  alternate  route  to  all  parts  of  the  East. 

"  63.  Ab  evidence  favouring  this  proposition,  your  Committee  refer  to  the  (e.^tiinuny  of 
several  mercantile  witnesses,  and  also  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Electric  and  Inleruational 
Telegraph  ('Dmpauy,  and  the  Chainnun  of  the  Siiljnmrine  Telegraph  Company,  to  the' 
effect,  that  in  the  case  of  the  constantly  jrecurring  irregularities  in  the  traiMnuseion  ol'  uma- 
aegea  through  the  Ckmtinent,  the  greateet  ^fficulty  is  met  irifh  in  obtainii^  Mitisfitotocy 
redress,  owing  to  the  great  number  of  different  administrations  through  which  tbeyjia»0' 
to  pass,  and  the  impossibility,  as  is  stated,  of  identifying  the  locality  otthe  mistake. 
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**  64*  Tons:  ConnitiM  hashing  earefnlly  oooiidered  the  cUnwutmcea-  sbov*  itat«4» 

"  .4*  regards  the.  Poital  Question. 

*'  laL  Tiukt,  whikt  U  baa  not  been  exjpedient  bitberto  to  odd  to  the  expense  of  the  poBtftl 
oomiminicatioine  irilli  Tndift,  by  tfrtablMhinz  a  more  frequent  service  to  Bombay,  in  «ddil)on 

to  till?  r\i>(iiiiT  porvirps  to  Miiilran  and  Calcutta,  it  npjiciirs  to  your  Committee,  t1i.it  liavinf; 
regard  to  the  facilities  already  atlordcil  by  the  railways  under  <x>nstinc(ion  in  India,  and 
to  the  prospect  of  the  early  completion  of  the  main  lincf  of  communication  connecting  the 
Port  of  Bombay  with  the  Preaidenciea  of  Calcutta  and  Madi-as,  tlie  North  W*  ;»lcm  Pro- 
vinces, and  the  Punjab,  the  time  has  arrived  when  tenders  should  be  invited  for  a  weekly 
service  to  Bombay  nhne,  and  the  ftepMale  poetil-ee»»iBe  betwean  thie  country  md  li^draa 
and  Calcutta  should  he  discontinued. 

"  2Dd.  That  such  service  should  be  on  the  footing  of  an  express  soriee,  entirelj  oncon- 
aaeted  with  any  other  mail  serriee*  to  the  eastward  of  Suez. 

**  Srd.  That  the  tenders  should  be  for  the  whole  serviee  to  India,  or  for  separate  weeldy 
or  fiirtnigfally  lerrities,  at  the  option  of  the  parties  tendeiing. 

"4 til.  That  the  time  table  should  be  based  on  a  pr,  srrilird  ppcrd  of  not  K'-^s  dian  11  • 
nautical  milea  per  hour,  on  the  voyage  between  Marfeiilea  and  AlexauUria,  and  10  miles 
per  hour  between  Suez  and  Bombay  ;  but  that  the  tcndcru  be  retjuired  to  state  also  terms 
in  each  cosq  for  higher  rates  of  speed,  not  less  than  one  additional  mile  jier  hour. 

"5th.  That  in  consideration  of  the  outlay  which  must  necesgarily  be  incurred  in  tlie 
constnaction  of  new  vessels,  or  adapting  those  now  employed,  for  the  efficient  jHirforniaiicc 
of  the  futurf  hitvicc'  to  India,  it  is  i'x[R'dioiit  that  ihc  new  contracts  shall  run  for  a  term  rf 
not  le??  tlian  years,  siiliject  to  a  subsequi-iU  notice  of  two  year?  on  cither  «idc. 

"6tli.  That  Her  Majesty's  Government  shall  take  into  their  early  consideration  the 
arrangements  to  be  made  ^maintuning  a  fortnightly  or  half-monthly  service  to  China,  and 

a  monthly  or  fmir-weekly  prrvirn  to  Australia,  havini;-  regard  to  any  facilities  which  laav  lie 
afforded  by  the  monthly  service  to  China,  now  perlonned  by  the  Mei»8ageries  Imperialea 
fnm  jUarseilles. 

"  7th.  That,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee,  the  arangemeirts  under  which  India  now 
defixya  a  moiety  of  the  net  ooat  of  the  China  service,  after  deducting  the  postal  reodpts, 
is  not  equitable  as  rejpurds  that  Government,  and  should  he  modifieiC 

"  As  regards  the  Tt  fez/raphic  Question. 

'*  Ist.  That,  having  regard  to  the  magnitude  of  the  intereats,  political,  commercial,  and 
eodal,  involved  hi  the  connection  between  this  country  and  India,  it  is  not  expedient  that 

the  niean^  of  int(>rcomniunic:ition  by  tolcLrraiih  should  be  depoiident  npim  any.«m;_'lo  line,  or 
any  single  system  of  wires,  in  the  hands  ot"  several  foreign  Governments,  and  under  e<cveral 
distinct  responsibtlities,  however  well  such  services  may  be  conducted  as  a  whole,  in  time 
of  peace. 

"  2ud.  Tliat  the  establislimcnt  of  Separate  lines,  entirely  or  partially  independent  of 
the  present  line  tlirough  Turkey,  is  therefore  desirable ;  and,  in  that  view,  that  means 
should  be  taken  for  facilitating  the  ufc  of  the  lines  of  telegra])h  which  connect  the 
Persian  system  with  Europe,  b^'  way  of  the  Georgian  lines  of  the  Ktjssian  Govern- 
ment, and  for  bringing,  if  possdde,  within  the  Turkish  convention  the  line  recently 
established  through  Syria,  tor  connecting  Alexandria  with  the  main  line  to  India  at 
Diabekir. 

*•  3rd.  That,  wtA  the  view  to  better  security  against  accident  in  time  to  come,  the 

coininnnication  by  way  of  the  Persian  (lulf  shdulii  !'c  tlMulilcd,  eltlicr  !)v  the  lavInLCiif 
a  second  submarine  cable,  or  by  continuing  the  land  line  from  Kurnichec  and  Gwatlcl  to 
Bunder  Abbas,  and  thence,  under  arrangements  with  the  Government  of  Persia,  to 
Ispahan,  by  way  of  Kerman  and  Yezd. 

"4th.  Th.it  a  prn|)ii?:ition  made  to  yonr  ComTnittcc,  on  liclialt'  of  the  '  T>h-/rt!;'h  Cnn- 
*  structioH  and  Maintenance  Comuany,  Limited,'  fur  the  totaUIohiULUt  1 1  a  direct  coiiininrii- 
catiou  between  Alexandria  aaa  Bombay,  by  way  of  Aden,  on  the  principle  '  t  a  line 
piacticaliy  under  (me  management  and  respcnaibilitv,  between  London  and  the  Indian 
Prendencies  in  the  first  instance,  and  afterwards  with  China  and  the  Attstmlian  Coloniea, 
i<  ilo^^erving  of  serious  crin~i<hjration,  and  sucli  rcasdnable  support  as  the  iniluence  of  Her 
Jlajesty'n  Government  may  he  uhh;  to  brini;  tu  its  aid. 

"  5th.  That  considering  the  great  outlay  of  guaranteed  railway  capital  nlrcatly  in- 
curred in  th«  establishment  of  uie  telegraph  on  the  several  lines  of  i-ailway  in  India, 
it  is  exiiedlt  lit  tliat  means  s^hoiild  be  taken  for  aflbrdlng  tlio  puhlic  tlic  utmost  lirnefit 
attainable  Iruin  that  expenditure,  either  by  the  Goverumeut  of  ludia  sanctioning  ihc 
use  of  the  wires  of  the  eoropanics  by  a  public  company  willing  to  rent  the  privilege  on 
equitable  terms,  or  by  such  an  oiganization  of  the  several  independent  compuiiea  as  will 
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establish  an  unity  of  (i7«taii,  and  biiiig  the  we  of  tlu  Hbm  fiiidif  vklim  the  reach  of  the 

public, 

"  6th.  That  the  magnitude  of  the  iatere^ts  involved  in  the  trade  of  this  country  with 
Ghina  and  Auabalia,  and  the  rapidly  increasing  developnaent  of  liie  colonies  in  popula> 
tion,  in  commerce,  and  in  the  various  elements  of  natiflnal  ip^eatnesa,  are  subjecta  demand- 
ing the  attention  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  witih  a  view  to  the  piomotioii  of  such 
arrangcmi  nt;<  a.s  will  bring  iLeae  oonmninitiea  witfaon  the  leeeh  of  telegraphic  cmaaamn- 
cation  with  Europe." 

Biiaft  Beport  proposed  bj  the  Ghainnan,  read  n  eeoond  liine,  paragraph  by  paragraph, 
amended,  and  ii^iNrf  In. 

Question,  13iat  the  Draft  B«|rart»aaaaieiided,  be  tihe  Beport  of  the  Chnna^ 

Hout-c— put,  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered  to  Keport,  together  with  the  Minutes  of  Evideuce. 
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Sir  Charles  Bright 
Mr.  Crawford. 

Mr.  Laird. 
Mr.  Moffatt. 


Lord  Robert  Montagu* 
Mr.  Schrcibcr. 
Admiral  Sevraonr. 


synM 

Mr.  StaiurekL 

&OB£&T  WYG&AM  CAAWf  OBD,  EsQb,  vn  th£  Cba». 


Fbederip  Hill,  Etiq*!  «aUod  in;  «nd  Examined. 


1.  rv  .'irwiBw.]  ^Vkk  you  the  Assistant  Sccr&- 
taigr^  of  the  Poat  Office  ? — I  am  one  of  the  two 
Aiuataat  8ecretane«» 

2.  Have  you  brouglit  with  you  any  'lociinienfsi 
connected  with  thn  subject-matter  of  invetfliga- 
tion  by  this  C*  niani  tee  ? — I  hftver. 

3.  Will  you  be  m  kintl  as  io  put  them  in?— 
Yes  {delivering  in  the  tame). 

4.  Can  you  enumerate  them  ? — The  first  is  a 
copy  of  Mr.  Avrton'a  Jletum,  JCCo.  276^  of  1866. 
I  would  atete  that  I  have  brought  exactly  witat  I 
undc^rstood  wa?  the  wish  of  tlio,  Committoe  that  I 
should  bring.  Then  there  La  a  cojjy  of  tUe  ad- 
<BtaonaI  contract  with  the  Peninsular  and  Orien- 
tal Steam  ^i^avigntion  CompaajTt  dated  'die  S7lii 
of  February  1866. 

5.  The  contract  applies  to  the  Australian  Scr- 
viee,  doea  it  not? — It  applies  to  tbe  Auatralian 
Semoe  amonpt  olhera;  but  it  applies  to  &e 
India  and  China  Sorvicef  alr«o.  The  next  is  a 
statement  of  the  voyages  performed  in  1865,  in 
eontinuation  of  the  iftatonent  at  page  Ad  of  Mr. 
Ayrton's  Kcturn.  The  next  is  a  return  of  the 
rates  of  charges  and  deductions  for  the  y^r 
1865,  in  continuation  of  the  matter  at  page  46 
of  Mr.  Ayrton's  Betnm.   The  next  is  the  time- 


tables of  die  Indian  IMail  Services  of  18G1  and 
1865.  The  next  is  a  return  of  the  actual  days  of 
departure  and  arrival  of  thoMailPaolceta  in  1864 
and  1865.  The  next  is  a  suinmary  of  tbo  above 
return,  showing  the  manner  iu  which  the  service 
haa  been  performed.  The  next  is  Appendix  C, 
from  the  report  of  the  Committee  in  1853,  which 
way  a  Trca*iury  Couunittce  upon  the  Packet  Ser- 
vice, presided  over  by  Lord  Canning.  The  next 
is  the  present  cost  of  the  India  and  China  Pocket 
Servioea.  Tlie  next  is  Pariiamentary  Paper, 
No.  211,  of  1865,  being  the  niemorial  of  certain 
London  merchants.  'Hie  next  is  Partiuuientary 
Paper,  No.  347,  of  the  year  1865,  bcin^  a  memo- 
rial from  mcrrbfint.j,  Sn-.,  of  Madras.  1  hen  there 
arc  copies  of  conei-poadcucc  respecting  the  pro- 
posed transmission  of  Indian  Mails  through  Italy. 
Also  oopiea  of  correapondeoee  ccspeotaitg  the  pro- 
rased  trannniflsion  or  a  weekly,  mail  between  the 
United  Kinojiloni  and  Bombay. 

6.  Are  thei-e  auv  other  documentd  of  any 
kind  in  the  Post  Office,  of  wliii  h  you  are  aware, 
will  'i  w  ii!  '  in  any  way  afibrd  tlic  Committee 
inlormatiou  upon  tlie  subject  of  their  inquiry  ? — 
If  the  Committee  vill  allow  me,  I  will  look ;  bnt 
tbwre  do  not  nny  oocu>  to  me  at  this.mfunent. 


f.A^Esq. 

13  Mnrch 
1S6G. 


William  Thomas  Thoiinton,  Esq.,  called  in ;  and  Examined. 


7.  CikoarMsn.]  WBAT.trf&oedoyotthiikliatbe 
India  Ofllee?— Beeretary  ui  the  Publio  Works 

Department,  which  ineludes  the  Telegra|Ji. 

8.  Have  you  a  list  of  tlie  papers  which  you 
haTO  brought  with  yon?— I  hnYe  •  description  of 
them  here. 

y.  Will  you  enumerate  them?  —  Fii-st,  there 
arc  copies  of  the  Conventions  with  Foreign  Go- 
vemmenta  for  the  establishment  of  telegraphs  be- 
tween Enriand  and  India :  that  is,  ConventioBs 

043. 


with  the  Turkidi  and  Parian  Governments. 
Then  1  have  the  correspondwiee  iwfldi  took  phee 

in  \mv^,  between  the  India  Office  and  the  Rail- 
way Comi)anies  in  this  country,  and  also  with  the 
Government  of  India  respecting  the  transfer  of 
the  Railwav  Telegraphs  in  India  to  a  private 
companj'.  Then  a  correspondence  chiefly  between 
the  India  Ofhcc  and  the  Government  of  India, 
witli  respect  to  the  defective  working  of  the 
Indian  telegraphs;  tbat  is  to  aay,  the  telo- 
A  grapna 


W  T. 
Esq. 
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grapiu  ia  Indin.  Then  I  have  a  similar  corre- 
spoBdenoe  with  reepeot  to  the  arraugementM  in 
progress  for  reme<lyiii2'  the  defects  of  the  Imlian 
teletrrapli.  I  have  alno  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
the  Chainnan  of  the  Electric  and  InteroatioDal 
Telegraph  CoiDpMiy»  being  «  commuoicatioD 
from  htm  with  retpect  to  the  tniMmiHion  of 
mefRages  I17  the  lodo-EaropeMi  line,  when 


it  should  be  funned.  Tt  its  difilcult  to  de^ 
scribe  io  a  few  words  the  nature  of  his  propoee]. 
Also  annual  report-^  nf  the  udministration  of  the 
Telegraph  Departuieut  in  India,  fiir  the  yeus 
from  1855-56,  to  1861-62  inrlu.-ive,  since  wWch 
latter  date  no  reoort  btu  been  suhmittcd.  Those 
are  the  papers  wnich  I  have  to  produce  {deliver- 
ing IN  the  $ame\ 


BiCBAitD  John  Bahdall,  Esq.,  called  in ;  and  Eununed. 


RJ.Randall,     10.  Chairman.^  Are  yon  the  chief  derh  in  the 
Em^       offic  e  of  tlic  Eust  IiidiauKailway  Conipan\  ? — Yt  ;*. 

  11.  Have  you  been  instructed  by  the  hecre- 

tarv  to  prepare  in  the  office  of  ihe  East  Indian 
Railway  Coin|iimy.  :ind  to  procTirc  from  otlicr 
iiailwaj-  (Jouipanies  aliso,  where  you  could  do  so, 
returns  of  the  expenditure  upoti  tdegmphi  in 
India  ?^yefc 

12.  Have  yott  got  those  returns  t — Ye^,  I 
h«?e  them  from  teven  of  the  Comp«idc«. 


13.  Are  those  complete  returns  from  all  the 

Ivalhvay  Coiiipaiiii -.-^  ?  —  Ye.--;  all  ljut  (Jiic  -  the 
return  from  the  Great  Indian  Peninsuhir  Com* 
paoy  is  not  there. 

!4.  Were  yoii  aiitlioriHOil  liy  tin!  Hecrptarie*  or 
»)tlier  officers  oi  the  CoiujMUiii'H  wl;o  have  given 
you  thotie  returos..  to  put  them  in  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  their  behall  ? — ^All  of  them  (delherinff 
in  the  tame). 


Bi€HjiJU>  Valpy,  Esq.,  called  in ;  mtd 


Esq, 


15.  Chairman.']  AnE  yon  in  the  Statistical 

Departiiu  iil  of  the  Buard  of  Tra<'c  ? — Yf^. 

16.  Do  you  produce  some  returns  from  tlia 
Board  of  'frade  relatiTe  to  the  trade  and  com- 
merce of  this  country  with  the  ncvpral  countries 
to  which  the  subject  of  tlic  iiiquiry  of  this  Couv* 
mittee  relates  ? — Yes,  I  do  {tl'  livi  i  ing  in  the  same), 

17.  For  the  year  1864  ?- -Partly  for  the  year 
1885  and  partly  for  the  year  1864.  The  figiircs 
for  1S()5  can  all  be  prej»art'<l  in  tlic  cnm-.-e  of  a 
few  days,  if  it  is  the  wish  of  the  Committee. 

18.  Will  you  put  in  the  return  for  Hm  year 
1864  now,  and  send  titat  fur  the  jear  1865  when 
it    completed  ? — 1  will  do  so. 

19..  will  7011.  enmnerate  the  psipaa  which  7011 


have  put  in  ?— The  first  is  the  totsl  value  of  the 

imports  aiiJ  of  the  exports  of  Billitli  jirotlucc  iato 
and  from  the  Liiited  Kingdom  in  the  year  1865. 
The  next  is  the  total  tonnage  of  vessels  entered 
and  cleared  at  ports  in  the  T'nitcd  Kinp-dnm  ia 
the  year  1864.  Then  there  is  ilie  tt>tal  value  of 
the  jmjx)rt8  from  and  export*  of  British  produce 
to  Indm  and  other  countries  in  the  East,  in  the 
year  1865.  Then  there  is  the  tomiflgc  of  shipping 
entered  from  and  cleared  tn  India  and  nfhcr  eouu- 
tries  in  the  Kast,  in  the  year  1864.  Then  there 
18  the  value  of  the  principal  articles  imported frbna 
and  of  British  prrKlme  cxiiorted  t<i  Tndia  and  other 
countries  in  the  East  respectively,  in  the  year 
186fl. 
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JPWddjy,  13M  April  ]8d6. 


Mr.  Bsillie. 
Sir  Charles  Bnght. 
Mr.  Childers. 
Jlr.  Crawford, 
Mr.  liftird. 

i^r  H«i»7  BawBoMD. 


Mr.  Schrciber. 
Admiral  bey mour. 
Lord  8tMil«T. 

"Mr.  Stansfeld. 
Mr.  Turner. 
Mr.  Wegndin. 


ROBERT  WYGRAM  C  RAWFOKD,  E^q.,  is  the  Cmair. 


Mb.  Tuoxas  TayxiOU,  culled  in;  and  Esaoiiued. 


20.  Chainiiun.1  You  are  in  the  employ  of 
the/iireat  Indian  Peninaular  Bailway  Company, 
«•  yott  not  ? — Ttm ;  I  am  the  HegUtrar. 

21.  Ilave  you  any  \>.x\>i'Y  t»)  put  In  ehowm>;  tlie 
emenditura  of  tint  ooiiu»aay  upon  tele«rapii 
wrieef 'Yea  (Afiwr^  m  <Ae  tmm»\ 

'tt,  Can  yon  etnte  the  poinr  of  junction  be< 
tireen  your  railway  Bystem  and  the  East  Indian 

ntlway  system? — Jubbulpore. 

23.  How  far  from  Bombay  will  that  be  when 
the  line  is  completed  ? — Six  hundred  and  fifteen 
miles  and  a  qu.irtcr. 

24.  .:Vnd  when  do  you  expect  tl>at  your  portion 
of  the  line  will  be  open  for  traffic? — in  the  spring 
of  186fl. 

2.1.  Ili.wfarisit  n]jrii  at  present?— Xo  Ldl 
Bagb,  309^  milea  from  Hombay. 
H,  What  will  be  the  point  of  jnnetion  be> 


t«  een  your  railway  .>y.^telll  and  the  Madras  VJW* 
tern? — Raichore,  41ii^  mile^  from  Bombay. 

27.  T\'hcD  is  it  exjiLvtt'd  tliat  your  line  WiHbe 

open  to  K.iu'luirt' ? — In  .lanniirv  1 

28.  IIow  much  ul  il  ii  iipiiii      pri-scut  ? — To 

Sholapoio. 

20.  Wbat  distance  is  that  from  Bombay 
Two  hundred  and  eighty-two  nules  and  n 

quarter. 

30.  You  have  a  lioe  brauching  otf  from  your 
north-east  main  line  to  Nagpore.  nave  you  not? 

—Yes. 

31.  Wimt  would  be  the  ilistancc  of  Nagpore 
from  Bombay? — ^Ftye  hundred  and  uineteeA 
miles  and  a  ^unrter. 

32.  When  do  you  expeet  that  l3ut  will  be 
opened  ?    At  the  end  of  this  year. 

33.  How  for  is  it  open  at  (he  prcsci^t  time 
To  Budnaim,  41 1|  muea  from  Bomh^. 


Mr. 

13  April 
i866. 


WiLUAM  Edwabm,  enlled  in;  and  Bxaaiiaed. 


M.  Chrtirman.'^  Yov  are  in  the  aerrioe  of  the 
Madras  liailwav  Comjiauv  ? — Yes. 

;i5.  The  poiu I  of  junction  between  your  rul- 
ing system,  and  that  of  the  Bonhny  ]ine»  is 
BsichoKy  is  it  jK>t  ? — Yes, 


36.  What  distanoe  from  Madras  would  that  Mr, 

be  ? — ^Thrae  hundred  and  Ibrty-eevwk  miles.  iVtSkkturdM. 

37.  When  is  it  expected  iJiat  thnt'line  will  be   

opened?— lu  .July  1869. 

88.  How  far  are  you  opr>n  at  nreecnt  ? — W* 
•n  open  to  Cuddapore,  161  miles  from  Madras. 


FftSDBSiO  HtLL,  Esq.,  called  in;  and  Examined. 


39.  Chairman.^  Yoi;  are  i^ssislHit  Secretary 
to  ilie  Oeoernl  Post  Office,  are  yon  not? — 

I  am. 

40.  Ton  hare  seen,  I  believe,  the  documentary 
seidenee  wUcli  was  mit  in  by  the  Post  Office 
inthoritlet  the  oUier  day  ? — ^Yea. 

41.  JIavf  you  anything  to  aild  In  tlif  way  of 
doduuentary  evidence  ? — :No,  not  at  prc^nt; 
but  if  tlte  Committee  will  allow  me  I  will  take 
the  opportunity  of  correctiug  an  Imimrtant  error 
in  the  printing,  whicli  is  made  in  the  firs^t  para- 
graph of  No.  I  of  the  Appendix.  It  ie  there 
itated,  in  the  last  line,  that  the  total  cost  of  the 
India  and  China  mail  packets  is  120,174  iL;  it 
should  be  2-11,174/.  In  the  next  line  the  sum 
is  correctly  stated,  220,174  L 

tt.  Hay  tiie  Comanttee  tslce  these  papers  as 
etntaining  'Ae  whole  d[  tiie  infbnnatiosi  of  a 
a43. 


documentary  cliaracter  wi^  which  yon  have  to 

?n]i]ily  them  ? — So  far  as  I  can  at  present  eee, 
unlc^d  in  the  course  of  examination  something 
may  pu^gcst  itself. 

43.  1  see  that  Mr.  Chetwynd»  the  Receiver 
and  Accountant  General  of  the  Poet  Office, 
with  ivlio-^f  f^fimate  of  the  present  ch^I  of  the 
India  and  China  packet  services  those  papera 
commence,  assumes  the  present  loss  upon  die 
Indian  service  to  be  «bout48,000 per  annum? 
— Yes. 

44.  Can  you  supply  the  Committee  with  the 
details  of  Mr.  Chetwynd's  calculations  ? — Yes  ;  I 
have  in  my  hand  a  paper  in  which  those  details 
are  <;ivLii,  and  I  will  liand  it  in  if  the  Comniittee 
will  allow  me  {delivering  in  the  iume), 

'  45.  Are  the  letten,  upon  whif^  those  figures 
are  calculated,  counted;  an  tfiey  taken  on  an 
A  2  average^ 
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uiiruns  or  btiikbnos  takmk  bxfobb  TSfe 


F,  HUl,  E<q.  average,  or  bow  is  the  nnmber  turired  at? — ^An 

  actual  account  is  taken  of  a  certain  number  of 

»3  April     ma\U,  and  the  totals  are  multiplied  so  aa  to 
produce  an  estimate  for  tbe  year. 

46.  In  jwint  of  fart,  tlio  basis  of  the  calcu- 
lation, eo  far  as  the  number  of  letters  is  con- 
cerned, is  merely  an  estimate  ? — It  may  be  con- 
sidered an  estimate,  taking  as  the  basis  ith»  actual 
oonnting  and  obeervatinn ;  Iroin  that,  we  ealeu* 
late  vs-hnt  the  wliole  miinlier  of  leftor.-i  must  be 
in  the  Gourde  of  tbe  jcar;  knowing  woll^  fn^ 
ezperioice*  that  tbe  basia  bo  foimed  is  a  safe 
one. 

47.  You  think  that  vou  can  rely  upon  it  for 
praetical  pur|)Os  s  ? — "i  ee. 

48.  Mr.  ChiUert.l  When  you  take  one  nKmdi 
or  more  as  the  bans  of  the  calculation,  do  you 

take  the  wei-  lit  of  tho  lettor>',  or  count  the 
number  of  letters,  or  the  etamps  on  them? — 
I  believe  that  in  cases  where  great  precuion  la 
required,  they  take  the  number  of  letters,  and 
the  postage  upon  each  individual  letter. 

49.  The  actual  stompa  ?  — Yes,  the  aetail 
•tampe,  or  the  money  paid  upon  them. 

60.  Chairman.']  Is  it  njwn  the  same  basis  that 
the  miinbcr  of  Ic-ttcra  is  calculated  which  is 
returned  in  the  annual  report  of  the  Postmaster 
(Tenersl  to  tiie  Treasury  ^— No*^  the  tiitmber  Uwt 
is  given  ill  that  annual  report  is  not,  of  course, 
con6nc(l  to  the  Indian  mails  or  to  any  mails; 
tiiat  h  a  return  of  all  the  letters  that  are  delivered 
in  this  oountiy,  whether  inland,  foreign  or 
colonial. 

51.  I  recollect  having  seen,  in  that  report,  a 
stattMnent  that  the  number  of  letters  paaamg 
between  this  country  and  Tndfia  is  so  many,  aaa 

of  tho?e  priSRing  between  this  country  and  Aus- 
tralia so  mau^  ? — Yes,  that  has  been  mentioned 
htm  time  to  tme ;  but  it  does  not  form  part  of 
the  return  which  I  suppojod  the  question  to 
refer  to.  The  letters  between  this  country  and 
India  or  Australia  would  be  reckoned  from  a 
basis  obtained  cither  by  counting  or  weighing 
fhe  letters  in  a  certain  number  of  mail?.  We 
know,  by  c-xporifiico.  tliat  a  imuhuI  ueifiht  of 
letters  contains  a  certain  number  of  letters,  there- 
fore, if  we  have  the  weight,  we  can  calcnlate  the 
number  of  letters  with  C4)nsidcrable  prcoi^-ion. 

52.  Mr.  Vhilders.']  Then  that  calculation  is 
not  fiom  the  actual  number  of  letters  or  the 
stamps  on  them,  but  from  the  weight  of  the 
letter  part  of  the  mails? — I  caunot  say  which  it 
is  ;  liut  wheth(  1  one  way  or  the  other  is  taken, 
we  are  quite  sure  that  the  result  is  a  fair  one. 

03.  CWffnTBon.]  Are  the  letters  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  public  de-jiatrhcs  generally  carried 
free,  or  are  they  charged  with  postage? — They 
are  charged  with  i>ostage. 

54.  How  is  that  postage  levied;  are  stamps 
affixed? — Not  as  respects  letters  from  our  own 
Government  (iftices.  It  has  hitlierto  been  the 
practice,  I  believe,  at  the  India  Oifice  to  ^ut 
•tampe  upon  the  letters;  but  it  is  a  practtee 
which,  T  believe,  tlicy  are  about  to  discontinue 
as  productive  of  imnccessary  trouble.  But  the 
the  practical  result  of  coane  Is  exaedy  ^e  same, 
whether  they  put  stamps  or  not. 

65.  ILnc  the  letters  that  arc  despatched  from 
liie  India  OtHce  to  the  Indian  Government 
etanns  upon  them? — Yes;  hitherto,  I  believe, 
tiiey  nave  generally  pot  the  actual  stamps  upon 
tiiem. 

56.  Should  vou  refuse  to  ibrward  letters  in  the 
Pbet  OflSloe  if  they  were  not  atmnped?— Now 


We  do  not  refuse  to  ftrward  unstamped  letters 

to  India,  and  have  not  for  a  long  time,  even  from 

Jirivate  persons,  and  still  less  should  we  do  so. 
rom  a  Government  department.  * 
57.  Witli  rcfjard  to  Government  letters  which 

come  from  India,  do  they  arrive  stamped?-  

believe   they  have  hithert^i  generally  anived 
stamped  from  India  to  the  India  Office. 

98.  Then  the  revenue  in  either  case,  so  far  as 
it  is  derived  from  .-staniii.-,  goe.-*  into  the  aecount 
of  the  country  in  wliidi  the  stamp  is  afiixcd? — 
Exactly ;  whether  with  stamps  or  witboni stamps^  ' 
tlic  financial  effect     t  Anctlv  tlic  fnme. 

,39.  Do  you  draw  aay  distiuetiuu  between  the 
Mar.-eille.-*  and  Snithanipton  t>art  of  the  mails? 
— We  draw  this  distinction,  that  the  letters  scat 
viA  Marseilles  bear  a  heavier  postage  than  those 
sent  by  way  of  Sontliampfon. 

60.  i  mean  whether  they  are  equally  subject 
to  charge  ?— Yes ;  there  is  no  distinction. 

61.  Arc  ?  n'l-y  de-ipatchea  of  the  Government 
passing  by  way  of  iSouthampton,  containing 
minted  documents,  forms,  and  matters  of  that 
Kind,  subject  to  chai^ge  in  the  same  way  t — j 
exactly  tibe  same. 

62.  Then,  in  point  of  fact,  tliis  sumof  48,000 
which  is  stated  by  Mr.  Chetw  vnd  as  being  the 
Ices  npon  die  India  servioe,  is  the  sum  wbieib  may 
bo  said  to  represent  the  maintenance  of  the  po- 
litical connection  between  this  conntry  and  India? 
—Political  and  commercial. 

63.  But  the  commercial  part  of  it  is  paid  in 
stamps,  which  the  merchants  affix  to  their  letters '( 
Yes,  but  those  stamps  are  not  iofficient  to  pay 
the  cost  of  the  servioe. 

64.  That  48,000  2:  is  die  whole  of  -die  diflw* 
ence  ? — It  is  the  whole  of  the  loss  upon  the  India 
service,  but  is  exclusive  of  the  China  service 
which  has  always  been  ranged  with  the  India 
pcrvice,  l>y  order  of  the  Lordt>  of  the  Trcastiry. 

Qi).  Woidd  uut  the  eum  charged  uc  a  more 

S roper  term  than  loss,  because  the  Post  Office 
oes  not  consider  this  as  a  matter  of  profit  and 
loss,  as  a  private  in^Bvidnal  does  it? — Yea,  we 
do  exactly  the  ^ame;  we  look  upon  the  Poet 
Office  very  mucii  as  a  great  commercial  depart- 
ment. 

66.  Then  it  is  a  ])rofit  and  loas  d^ttrtment  to 

the  Government? — Yes. 

67.  And  we  may  consider  the  Government 

then  as  carriers  for  the  public  ? — Exactly. 

68.  Seeking,  if  they  can,  to  earn  j»rotit  out  of 
it3— Yee ;  at  any  rate,  guarding  against  losing. 

69.  £.48,000  13,  upon  the  whole,  the  char<jc  to 
which  the  Imperial  Exehcqucr  is  subjected  lor 
the  maintenance  of  the  postal  communication 
with  India?— No;  48,000/.  is  the  los^  if  yov 
will  allow  me  so  to  state  it,  which  the  Imperial 
Governnioiif  and  the  Indian  Government  jointly 
bear,  fur  the  sake  of  the  communication  witn 
India. 

70.  Is  any  adjustment  made  afterwards  of  that 
Joes? — Yes,  the  Indian  Government  pays  half 
of  it 

71.  Then  the  Indian  Government  pays  half,  in- 
addition  to  the  sum  which  th^  are  bound  to  pay 
under  the  vote  of  Parliament  ?— The  arrangement 
with  the  Indian  Oovcrnnicnt  is  simply  tlii^  :  "We 
keep  the  account;  at  the  end  of  the  year,  we 
say:  die  servioe  has  been  maintained  at  such  an 
expense;  the  letters  have  produced  so  much  Koa 
postage :  there  is  a  balance  in  the  account  of  loss 
amoimting  to  radi  a  eiun ;  jm  pny  half  and  we 

pay 
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tialf;  vA  they  XMnit  tbcir  tbftre  of  the   alMWt  80,000JL  a  yenr."  How  do  70Q  ree<meile  y,  m^ir. 


bslancc  to 

72.  I  ;iU|>pose  you  could  state  •what  is  the 
InaDcial  result  upon  etoh  year  lor  flom*  tune 
put — Yes,  ccrtamlv. 

73.  Would  that  Dear  out  yoar  mlcnlnticn  of 
48,000/.? — Yes;  Iwcau^^c.  m  I  havo  inciitioned 
beforet  tiie  loas  upoa  the  CIuua  aen'ice  is  coupled 
with  It  The  48,000  L  is  tiie  eetimated  lc)«s  upon 
the  Inflia  service  alone.  Tint  ludia  is  cnllcd 
upon  to  pay  uue-lutlt'  of  the  loss  upon  tlie  Chiaa 
lerooe  also.  Therefore,  the  sum  which  thty 
par,  of  course,  is  not  a  Imlf  odIv  of  the  loss  upon 
the  Indian  senice,  but  a  half  al^  of  the  Iom 
npoa  the  China  service. 

74.  Mr.  Ckd4tr$^  la  not  this  the  case,  that 
Ae  Poat  OSm  voMivot  an  aoeount  firam  Imffia 
of  flip  sc:i  posti^e  wUeetecl  on  all  lattera  from 
India  i — Yea. 


vou  Qot  able  to  give  us  anr  detailed 
M  what  is  the  Ion  upon  the  Indian 


that  statement,  niado  in  .Inly  ISG.I^  (liat  the  loss 
ia  80,000/.  a  year,  witii  Mr.  Chetwynd's  estimate 
tiiat  the  loss  is  48,000  /.  a  year  ?— It  is  rimi^ly 
that^in  the  one  case  the  loss  on  the  China  eervice 
is  evidently  included,  and  that  in  the  other  it  \a 
not. 

89.  Are 

statement  of  wnac  le  tne  ion  upon 

ser\  icf  di-tinct  from  the  lo5?8  ujw»n  the  China 
pan  ol  the  ^crvicc,  and  ujion  the  Austruliao  part 
of  the  service  ? — Yes,  we  have  estimated  that. 

90.  Is  the  loss  ujx)n  the  Iiuli.-m  i<ci  >  Icr  grfatcr 
or  less  in  prot)ortion  to  the  amount  jciul  under 
the  contract  tlian  the  loss  upon  the  other  two 
service*  taken  singly  or  together? — I  do  not  baor 
in  mind  the  proportions.  There  is  |^[reat  diffi- 
culty in  solving  such  a  question,  owin^r  to  the 
coni]>lex  nature  of  our  coutraot«  witli  the  IVnin- 


75i.  The  sea  postage  being  the  difference  be-    sular  and  Oriental  Cmoopauy.    It  is  very  diflicult 


twcen  the  total  postaj^e  on  each  letttr  and  that 
part  whicli  i<i  reserved  ior  internal  Indian  pur- 
poses ?— YcSk  Out  of  arerjr  6  (L  tkey  acoount  to 
■sfiir  5<f. 

76.  And  out  of  that  5  i.  we  retain  1  d,  for  our 

own  inland  postage  ? — Certainly. 

7<".  In  the  same  way,  on  every  letter  going 
frotD  England  to  India  we  retain  1  </.  for  our 
inland  postage;  and  we  account  to  tlic  Indirm 
Government  for  Id,,  for  their  iulaud  postage,  uud 
the  4  is  left  the  sea  postage?— JBxaelij  so; 
«n  ararj  single  letter. 

78.  Therefore,  4dL  out  of  vvety  6<l  is  tke  tea 
Dwtage  of  all  lettevB  between  England  and 
India  ? — Yes. 

79.  And  a  similar  proportion  on  letters  be- 
tween England  and  Clilna? — Yes,  except  that 
the  postage  to  China  is  \s.    Therefore,  the  sea 

to  China  Proper  ia  11  </.,  inasmuch  as  wc 


to  say  that  so  much  beIon<x»  to  the  China  service 
aud  80  mucli  tu  the  Indian  service. 

91.  By  the  tenu  *'  sea  postage,**  which  is  used 
in  Mr.  Chetwrnd's  Memorandam,  are  we  to  a»- 
snme  that,  wim  reffard  to  the  lO^f.  charged  upon 
iL'Kers  via  ^lar-cilics  to  India,  the  amouat  of  *ea 
postaf{e  irt  iSo,  \  d,  is  the  sea  postage. 

92.  Thiit  is  to  say,  upon  every  letter  that  is 
Bent  to  liifliii  \)\  way  of"  ^lar.-elllc^  lOrf.  is  charged 
fur  the  diatriUutioa  ol'it  / — -The  cliaige  is,  first,  the 
sea  postage  of  4</.,  the  inkml  postage  at  this  end 
1  the  inland  postage  at  the  india  end  1  aad 
4d.  for  transit  uirough  France. 

93.  AVliat  I?  the  amount  a.<ked  of  Parliament 
for  tlie  whole  packet  service  this  year  ?— 
£.821,164. 

94.  What  is  considered  to  be,  what  you  term 
at  the  jjost-office,  the  loss  upon  the  packet 
contract  service  ? — Account*  are  now  in  prepare* 


no  delivery  at  Shanghai,  and  so  forth;  bnt    tion  to  determine  that  with  as  much  precision  as 


to  Hong  Kong  the  sea  postage  is  10  dL 

80.  Tilt  ill  one  side  of  we  aoeount  ia  placed 
that  4  d.  ami  tiiat  U  d.  Yes. 

81.  On  the  other  side  of  the  account  is  ^)laced 
the  whole  of  the  contract  <-crvice  to  India  and 
China,  anil  the  transit  service  acioss  li^gypt  and 
the  agency  ? — Yest 

82.  The  diffeVMMSft  between  those  two  is 
Wved,  and  one-hatf  is  ^clian^ed  upon  India  ? — 
Enctly. 

83.  Is  titere  not,  however^  one  slight^modificA- 
tim  of  that,  that  the  service  is  eridited  with  a 

fcrt.ain  ytrnportion  of  the  expense  on  account  of 
tli«  Auoiraliun  mails  ? — It  is  so.  on  account  both 
of  the  Australian  and  Mauritiau  mails. 

84.  So  tlmt  you  have  on  the  one  lutud  the  4(/. 
•ad  the  \\d.,  tne  charge  on  account  of  Australia 
and  the  charge  on  account  oi  Mauritius,  and  on 
the  other  the  contract  and  the  transit? — Yes,  and 
otlier  nitsoellaneoas  expenses. 

80.  And  the  half  of  the  difference  between 
those  two  is  charged  to  India? — Yes. 

88.  If,  however,  the  Australian  i>ervice  were 
Kparatcd  from  tlie  Indian  service  tlierc  would 
be  no  longer  that  credit  on  account  of  tlic  Aus- 
tralian service  ? — No. 


possible  for  the  laflt  year ;  but  I  have  uo  doubt, 
m  niv  mind,  tliat  the  accounts  will  show  a  loiS 
of  between  300,000  /.  and  400,000/. 

95.  That  is  to  say,  between  300,000  A.  and 

400,000/.  will  rrijrc>cnt  tlic  whole  ^un;  which 
thft  t'xciii;i|ut:r  of  tlii.s  I'uuutiy  iias  to  bear  lor  the 
maintenance  of  iu  postal  couunuuicutiou-  with  all 
parts  of  the  world  'i — Ye^  after  taking  credit  for 
the  postage, 

96.  -Mr.  It'ff/ii'Jin.']  There  was  a  return  in 
1853  ia  which  the  loss  on  the  India  service  was 
stated  at  47,038  L  Has  there  been  any  redne- 
(loii  of  postaje  in  the  iutei  val  ? — ^Yes,  a  large  re- 
duction. The  comparatively  small  sum  just 
named  was  the  loss  when  the  postage  was  much 
liigher  than  it  is  now. 

97.  Can  you  state  to  the  Committee  what  the 
reduction  has  been  in  that  interval? — Yes; 
within  the  interval  in  question  the  ^ta^o  of  a 
balf«ance  letter  vid  Southampton,  mclutiing  an 
additional  postage  uu  Indi  i  f\aiy  with  the  length 
of  the  inland  service  j  wsir,  ou  llic  average,  about 
Is.  3d.,  as  compared  with  the  present  total 
char<r"  r^t'f^'. ;  and  riV;  Marseiile^about 2tf.  11 
as  compared  vvitli  lOd. 


98 


iiiparc 
.  Mr. 


Childer.i.]  If  you  refer  to  page  3  oF 


87.  And  in  that  case  the  Indian  charge  would  the  pqwra  you  will  £ud  that  47«000  was  the 
be  so  mach  greater? — ^Yes.  '  •  —3 

88.  (Shainnan.''\  I  ^an  it  i.--  stated  in  a  letter 
which  was  addressed  by  yourself  ou  the  14th  of 
July  1865  to  Mr.  Mermile,  at  the  India  Office: 
"Sir  Charles  "Wood  is  no  dou'it  uware  that  the 
Krvice  to  India,  even  as  now  conducted,  entails 


loss  upon  %e  Indian,  Cbiiu^  waA  Austnlian 

services ;    Alexandria,  (^ttttl^  Hong  Koi^, 
and  Sydney  ? — Yes. 
99.  That  was  the  total  loss  on  the  whole  of 


the  Eastern  pervicc  ? — Yes  ;  but  when  the 
Australian  service  was  included  {&t  that  time  a 


a  heavy  lees,  andi  kea  amoimtiiig  tonotleea  than  aervioe  of  ones  in  two  monihs),  tho  postage,  as 
(US.  AS  stated 
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imnrrBf  ov  bvidbvob  taexh  mtobs  tta 


fTaq.  »t*ted  in  the  Dole,  ai  ihe  bvtbam  «f  page  ww 

muck  higher  thnv  at  prc.-ient. 
I        100.  Mr.  ^^<8^ut/m.  I  There  was  then  a  loan  oi' 

101.  Chairman. 1  Do  you  still  mnintain  mail 
asents  on  board  the  frteainers  on  die  other  side 
of  Suez?— Ya* 

10*2.  Thpv  ore  5»enerally  officers  of  the  Bo/sl 
Navy,  are  they  not  ?— Yes,  they  are  always  so. 

103.  Do  yon  consider  it  necessary  that  you 
•houki  keep  a  maii  agent  on  board  now  that  the 
contraet  ia  tfanaforred  from  the  Admiralty  to  the 
p. )«t- office ?—Upou  the  wh  ile,  we  think  it  is 
demraiilo.  We  have  sometimes  had  doubts  upon 
the  subject,  but,  upon  the  whole,  w«  think  tt  ifl 
defirahlc  to  have  them  there. 

104.  Thut  lonns  a  considerable  iiciu  ot  charge, 
does  it  not?-  Not  a  very  heavy  charpc. 

105.  You  have  the  payment  of  the  salary  of 
the  officer,  and  yon  have  hn  aeconnnodation  on 

biiard  tlu'  .stcruiicr  and  his  victu:illin|X  to  p;iy 
for,  Imve  yon  not  'f — Yen,  we  liave,  but  tlien 
he  haa  his  half-pay,  or  whatever  may  he  hk 
Admiralty  fillinvmico.  irre^iu  ctivc  nf  mir  pay- 
ment. Our  payiucui  la  lULiciy  in  addition  to 
that.  I  think  it  '19  geuernlly  about  lOOi.  a-year 
that  we  pay,  in  addition  to  what  must  neoeanrily 
cuter  into  the  subsidy  for  his  accommodation  on 
Ixijird. 

106.  Do  they  have  a  mail  agent  on  board  the 
Cunard  atemnere  ? — No. 

107.  Have  you  not  a  soiiiag  cetabliflJnDent 

with  those  -teaviierit  ?— Yes. 

lOB.  In  the  event  of  a  «*orting  establiehment 
being  established  on  board  those  i)ackel3  to  Bom- 
bay, would  (hat  sorting  establishment  be  under 
the  cimtrol  of  the  English  or  the  Indinii  Post 
Office  ?• — >io  doubt,  the  Indian  Pui$t  Office ;  our 
eortinj;,  viz.,  that  of  the  homeward  maiia  is  done 
chiefly  in  flic  IMcdilorraiit-uii.  India  is  desirous 
of  having  the  outward  iiiuils  tsort^  d,  and,  if  that 
riloaU  be  accomplifheil,  it  wouhl  jtrobubly  be 
bet  \v<>cn  Suez  ana  BomlMy  that  the  sorting  would 
•      take  place. 

lOy.  Do.?,s  that  require  a  large  amount  of,ac- 
commodation  ? — It  does ;  and  that  has  been  one 
diffieolty.    Owing  to  the  heat  there  prevalent, 

tin-  P(  nui-nlar  atid  Oriental  Coinjiaiiy  arc  dc- 
eirons  huviug  all  puiwiblc  accomuiodation  lor 
their  pa!>!<en|i^;  and,  therefore,  they  could  not 
8C  readily  "y.-rr  ■sorting  rooms  for  us  between 
Siez  and  Bombay  as  betwccQ  .Maraeillcd  or 
Boatiiampton  and  Alexandria. 

no.  If  vou  had  a  i>orting  o.stablislmient  on 
board,  would  that  enable  you  to  dii^pensG  with 
the  services  of  the  mail  agent  f— It  would  not 
make  much  dUTV-rcnce  in  that  respect,  brr-ause 
we  c«»uld  not,  of  course,  rely  upon  out  tjorliug 
officers  for  nautical  information.  At  present  we 
arc  influenced  ver^-  much  by  the  report  of  the 
naval  agent  in  deriding  whether  there  has  been 
oatK-c  beyond  contnil  in  tiio  caHc  of  any  -liij)  Indng 
t<<o  late.  If  the  cause  is  uot  beyond  control,  we 
impose  a  penalty;  if  it  be  eonaidered  beyond 
control,  we  do  not  im{>08c  n  jicnalty ;  and  tlio 
report  of  the  naval  agent  is  our  principal  guid- 
ance in  ooroing  to  a  conclusion  in  the  matter. 

111.  Mr.  C/iil^erx.]  Then,  if  the  svetem  of 
absolute  penalties  were  subsLiLuted  Cor  the  system 
ttf  conditional  penaltiea,  the  nae  of  a  naval  agent 
would  not  be  bo  great  ? — No,  certainly  not. 

112.  In  all  the  tenders  that  you  call  for  you 
giv«  the  option  to  Um  tenderar,  do  you  not,  to 


ataite  whether  the  peaahiaa  aire  to  be  ahaalaie  or 

conditional  ? — Yes. 

113.  Is  it  your  ofnuion  that  the  expense  of  the 
naval  agents  is  greater  or  lees  than  the  value  tliat 
you  get  from  them  ? — That  is  a  difficult  pcnnti  I 
am  diapoMd  tn  think  that  in  ernne  enw«  ex- 
pense 13  p:;rL';ilcr  tluin  the  value. 

li-1.  lu  the  Easttni  packet  conuiiiiuication  i« 
that  so  ? — I  am  not  prepared  to  say. 

115.  SpeiikiiiH;  of  the  t^ortiug,  is  it  the  case  tlni: 
the  Auc>traLi;iu  letters  are  sorted  00  tlie  outward 
passage? — Not  upon  the  ontward  pasflage  but 
«pon  the  homeward  passage. 

116.  My  question  had  refereaoe  to  the  out- 
ward i  >afisage  ?— No;  exoepting  in  the  case  of 
New  Zealand. 

1 17.  There  was  a  proposal,  was  there  not,  tliat 
they  ^lould  be  sorted  between  (lallL-  and  r!ie 
eaoteru  Aueiraliau  Culuuic;^  ? — 1  liu  not  think  it 
ever  amounted  to  a  pn^oaal,  bat  it  haa-been  sag- 
geated. 

118.  Tt  has-  not  been  adopted  at  any  mte?— 

No,  it  lia.-^  nut. 

Uy.  Mr.  fVejfueliH.}  Is  there  any  mail  ageui 
between  Southampton  and  Alexwdria?— No. 

1  '20.  There  the  sorters  take  the  plaoe  of  the 
mail  agents,  do  they  not  ? — Yea. 

181.  CJtairmaN.^  I  proHume  the  ini'ormation 
that  is  oontainod  in  the  tables  with  which  the 
Committee  has  been  furnished,  with  regard  to 
the  time-  ol  arrival  and  so  iorth,  is  that  which il 
fui'uiehcd  by  the  mail  agents  ? — No  doubt. 

1S2.  Mr.  WeijHelin.']  Dt»  you  not  rely  upeotlie 
log  hookas  much  a^  u|Kin  t]ie  rejK  i  t  o'f  the  ranil 
agent? — The  log  luHtk  being  u  dircninent  lielong- 
ing  to  the  owner  and  eontractor,  wi'  cooM  not 
safely  rely  upon  it  for  determining  whether  tlie 
cause  of  delay  was  beyond  control  or  uot.  Some- 
times the  captain  and  the  naval  agent  are  at  i«nift 
upon  that  point. 

133.  Chairman.']  I  have  allied  thoee  qneetioin 
as  regards  the  sorting  on  board  and  the  mail 
agent,  because  it  may  Ke  net^essary  by-an<l-by, 
iu  the  interests  of  the  Indian  community,  to  have 
the  letters  sorted  on  board  ship  before  tin  y  arr!V(; 
at  Bombay,  and  if  it  becnme  a  question  as  to 
whether  they  should  have  that  florting  on  board 
without  a  mail  agent,  or  have  a  mail  agent  with- 
out  the  sorting ;  which  do  you,  from  your  expe- 
rience of  the  Po^t  Office,  conr-ider  would  be 
meet  desirable  in  the  interest  of  the  public  gene* 
rally?— I  should  that  eo  lon;;^  aa  the  anaiij^ 
ment  continues  for  levying.'  pcnaltior;  aitd  granting 
premiums  U]ion  the  pre8*cnt  looting,  the  naval 
agent  could  not  snlely  be  dispensed  with. 

124.  Mr.  Childers,}  That  is  the  ocmditioii  of 
the  system  ? — Ye*. 

12.'>.  (Idiiri  I  k  to  the  quefetinn  of  the  total 
cost,  if  the  contribution  on  account  of  the  Aus- 
tralian and  Mauritius  nuuls  were  not  inclnded, 
what  wonld  be,  what  you  term,  the  Iohs  npon  the 
Indian  and  Cliiiia  service? — The  coutributit>u  iu 
the  case  of  the  Maxiritius,  of  course,  is  small ; 
the  contribution  in  the  case  of  Australia,  I  think, 
is  rather  more  than  30.000/,;  putting  the  two 
to-retlier  at  33,000/,,  then  the  loss  would  be 
augmented  by  33«000/.,  and  instead  of  beii^ 
93,0001  aa  at  present,  it  would  become  about 
115,000/. 

126.  Of  thai,  57,500/.  would  be  the  loss 
chained  to  India,  and  57,6001.  wouM  be  the  COft 
to  the  Exchequer  ? — Yes,  exactly. 

127.  Admiral  Seymour.]  I  eee  that  in  the 
eoDtnot  for  the  oMiTCiyaiiee  ef  nudU  then,  ia.aA 

agieentat 
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agreement  that  ft  firr-t  das-  i  nhin,  bed,  and 
beddii^,  and  all,  i.^  to  b«  allowed  to  f he  agent, 
f  nt  I  ran  ^cc  notlilriir  alioiit  1*>()/.  a-year ;  arc 
vi<u  bure  ihul  then-  is  au  alluwance  of"  1()0/. 
a  rear  paid  to  the  naval  agent  by  the  Poet 
(Mioe  ? — 3.1iat  would  not  aimear  in  an^  contract 
vldi  the  <!om{ianied;  they  nave  outhtnf  to  do 
willi  tnat  jiaynirnt. 

12b.  hut  the  Post  Office  undoubtedly  bav.j  ? — 
Ye*:  peri)ap9  I  mi^htbd  alloweil  add  tba!  ilio 
Tiiva!  a?<>nts  in  India  prt  nn  additional  KXi/. : 
tbeailuMancc  to  them  i-4  mme  than  2{J(J/.,  about 
215/. 

.129.  Mr.  C/uiden.}  That  is  not  allowed  {mm 
company,  bat  from  the  GoTei^raent? — Cei^ 
ti^y. 

IW.  air  Heartf  Baaliaton.}  In  the  c;<tiui»U> 
fir  iIm  packet  perrice  tiiereaie  etatcd  to  bo  18 
a<EeDU  at  215/.,  and  16  at  125/.,  exclnsiTe  of 
lli«ir  naval  half-pay  ? — Yes. 

131.  Mr.  ^yeffuel^n.^  Can  you  ♦•>tiniatc  the 
total  cost  of  the  mail  agents  ns  applied  to  India  Tt 
—L2,7M  is  the  co»t  in  the  ehape  of  italariet  to 
the  naval  n^'cnts  on  board  the  India  and  Cliinu 
packets;  but  1  cannot  separate  China  i'rviu  India. 

132.  Can  yotk  eetimete  fhe  other  expeiNei 
which  the  country  incur.*  in  con-rcinencr  of  there 
beine  a  mail  agent  on  board  eacii  packet;  what 
is  allowed  to  the  Company  for  his  maintainancc 
and  for  bia  cabin  ? — Tliat  would  l>o  a  difficult 
question  to  an!»wcr;  it  goes  into  the  subsidy, 
»n<l  we  <]<>  not  know  how  much  tho  C(M»pMl^ 
aieigD  to  that  particular  chaise. 

Its.  Adininil  Seymcur.']  If  anything  goea 
wnnt;  diu-inp  a  pa.^fift£rc.  ^v•ho!n  pliould  yoti  look  to 
to  rejiort  that  .«ubject  ? — The  naval  agent  would 
inpflR  it  to  our  Naval  Superintendent  at  Sooth* 
ttn]>t4>n,  and  he  would  report  it  to  us, 

134.  If  the  vessels  required  surveying,  and 
were  not  kept  in  proper  conilition,  to  whom 
okeokl  jou  look  for  tlMM?— To  the  naval  agent. 

135.  For  a»y  alteratiotts  winch  were  neeeMvy 
woukl  yon  refer  to  the  naval  agent? — Yea;  if  he 
tkought  au  V  alteratitHU  were  necessary  and  re- 
qand  by  the  eontraet,  it  would  b«  hie  duty  to 
leport  thnm. 

136.  Mr.  Htansfeld.']  Vou  calculate,  a»  1  un- 
derstand, that  the  Iom  to  India,  if  the  AuHtralian 
oeabibtttion  were  withdrawn,  would  be  ball' 
3MI0O/.,  sttppoemg  Koglaod  and  India  were  to 
•^Iiare  tbe  loss? — The  additional  lo»f,  if  the 
Auitniiian  and  Mauritian  letters  were  both  with- 
drawn, I  should  say  would  he  about  33,000  /. 

137.  How  do  yon  arrive  .it  that  fitruie  of 
33.000/.  f — Wc  axrivc  a,t  it  iu  thli*  way:  we 
iseertaio  by  e»tiniate  based  upon  real  o\)scrvar 
iMM^  aa  I  iuive  already  numtioned,  tbtit  a  oertaiK 
naiiber  of  lettem  are  cmTeyed  to  Chfaia,  and  a 
certain  nunilx  r  of  letter:*  eonvevcd  to  India,  in 
tbe  tame  packets,  and  a  certain  number  ot  ktterd 
to  Australia  and  the  Manritius.  Tlicn,  we  aaBe»> 

tsiii,  bv  an  easy  cnrnpTit..tion.  tbat  'tlie  average 
okikage  uf  the  iHsrviue  u  m  loucb ;  4*.  iid,,  I 
I— unber,  is  the  average  mileege  of  the  emice. 
Tkm,  w  Mqr  tfaerft  an  bo  many  milBB  rua  by 
the  padcetii  between  Soatfinmnto*  and  lfar> 
«il]c^  and  Galle,  the  ^^loiut  at  wliieli  tlie  Austra- 
lian packeta  branch  oft';  and  then  it  is  a  mere 
natter  of  ealeifebtioB  what  is  the  lair  charge  for 
rtioR  leiters  as  compared  with  the  eoB(  of  all 
iiie  ieticra,  and  that  charge  we  debit  to  the 
Anstralian  colonies  and  ourselves  (we  paying  hnlf 
the  eoet  of  tiie  Audtralian  servioe)  and  give 
oBditfbr  it  to  the  Indian,  anniee. 

:  mz. 


138.  Then  the  33,(MM)/  would  be  the  Anstralian  /".i^i/^  Esq. 
poettge,  plii--^  the  AuRtmlian  contribstionf' — ^Not   

the  postage;  the  33,<JOO/.  Wduld  l>e  our  C'^tirimf"  l$^Kil 

of  tnc  actual  cost  of  convey iug  the  Austiaimi  iMfc 
and  Mauritian  letter.^,  as  far  as  they  go  by  the 
Indian  and  China  paekets. 

139.  Bot  surely  the  kes  to  En(;land  and  India, 

if  yiui  take  them  AB  partner;'  in  the  eo;i'  if" 
yoii  were  to  t-cver  th<'  Australian  service  tjeua  the 
India  service,  would  be  the  losw  of  the  p<  tage 
i.lus  the  loss  of  the  Australian  eontril)ution  ? — Ho, 
I  d(i  not  see  tliat;  if  the  postage  w«  re  to  be  t«ui- 
fold  it  woidd  not,  in  my  esymation.  make  any 
diflercnee  in  tlie  parti(;ulnr  amount  \,  hicb  we  are 
now  oonsSdering.    Say,  for  instanef,  th&t  there 

are  5,000.000  lettei  :^  emivc  yed  a'tegetlier  by  the 
Indian  and  China  packclr^,  and  aey  tiai  the  cuet  o£ 
conveying  5,000.000  letters  is  so  nueh,  and  say 
that  l.OOO.mo  of  the  le  tters  aiv  on  aeentKit  of 
Australia;  then  the  eof i  of  touveving  the  Aiietra- 
lian  Ictten  is  one-fifth  part  of  the  whole  cost  of 
the  conveyance  of  all  tlie  letters. 

14(».  Mr.  Childeri.'^  If  yon  had  not  the 
AH!=traIinn  :in<i  Mnnrittus  letter?  to  convey  as  far 
as  Aden  an<l  Cialle,  you  would  still  have  to  ])ay 
jupt  a."  much  for  the  Indian  letters,  would  you 
not  ? — Exactly. 

141.  Tbereibre  all  that  you  can  get  out  of  the 
Australian  and  Manritian  letters  is  to  the  good  ir 
the  Indian  (  outract  ? — Exactly  eo. 

142.  And  the  amount  that  you  actually  do  get 
and  credit  to  the  Indian  contract  b  this  /,  7 
— Yc!«. 

143.  You  credit  that  in  the  account? — Yec. 

144.  Therefore  there  would  be  that  additional 
loss  if  that  were  not  credited? — Yes. 

145.  yi.r.  Wfguelin.'l  But  you  estimate  the  <'o.^t  of 
the  packet  service  Irom  (iidle  to  Anstralin.  do 
you  not  ? — ^Ko ;  the  Ber\  ice  from  Qalie  to  Aus- 
tralia is  a  sejparate  cantract,  and  has  notMng  to 
do  with  India. 

146.  Has  it  nothing  to  dr>  with  the  China 
service? — Xf),  the  China  sernce  ie  connected 

^ith  the  Indian  serriee. 

147.  Mr.  Childert.]  And  then  to  elucidate  it 
still  more,  the  arrangements  with  respect  to- 
Au.«tralian  letters  is  d'-*iiK-t  from  the  arrange- 
meutii  with  respect  to  ludiuu  letters,  is  it  not; 
that  each  side  takes  it  pofltagef—It  does. 

I4£.  So  that  tliere  ia  no  aeoount  between,  you 
and  Austriilia«  except  for  Ae  moiety  of  the  g^oisa 

COiitraet.  and  riitnic  Mniill  matters  ?—- Yea  ;  and 
some  small  matters ;  forei^Mi  letters  and  sti  forth. 

149.  Mr.  Stanafeld.^  It  1  understand  yon.  you 
luxw  credit  the  service  with  the  proportion  of 
the  Australian  postage  £urljr  attributable.  tB»  the- 
tranait  from  London  to  Gafle,  and  ycm  deUt. 
Australia  with  tlie  15,000/.,  or  whatever  it  m 
that  is  neeessary  to  make  up  thu  propoKtiuw?— 
Yea.   I  sbottM  not  however  call  it  postagit;  iti« 

[<nrt  of  the  artiial  cost  of  the  j)aekcts. 

150.  However,  in  ti)i»  oalcuiatiou  uf  the  e:<:tra 
loss,  which  would  fall  upcm  England  and  India  if 
the  sarviees  wiere  severed,  yea  assume  thai  th«i 
servioeB  wonld  be  totally  severed  from  London.? 
—Yes. 

151.  And  that  loss  would  be  very  much  (iiwir 
nished  stipposing  the  services  pwrted  oal|i  at. 
Suez  ? —  Certain  1  y . 

152.  And  it  would  be  diminisiii  d  by  the  giKOter 
proportion  of  that  sum  ? — Probafafy  iOk 

153.  ChaiTwutiLX  You  have  every  veer  an 
ea^nstment  to  make,  have  yon  ndt^  «■  hetween 

a4  tUe 
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F^SiUiEaq.  this  country  and  India,  and  Australia? — Be- 
— —       tween  ihh  country  and  India ;  but,  as  Mr. 


154.  The  whole  of  the  vote  for  the  India, 
China,  and  AustralLm.  service  ia  162,125  is  it 
not,  mm  wUdi  there  k  •  dedoction  of  41/)00/., 
being  tlie  estimated  proportion,  to  be  paid  Iqr  die 
Indian  Governuieut  ? — iTea. 


155.  At  the  end  of  the  year  you  havo  an  ad- 
justment to  make  with  the  Indian  Government 
with  respect  to  that  41,000 /.  ? — I  do  not  know 
of  any  further  adjustment  than  that  estimate. 

156.  Do  you  hamen  to  have  a  copy  of  the 
aanval  adjintment  oy  you? — bave  now  in  my 
hand  an  adjustment  up  to  last  March,  which  our 
Accountantand  Receiver  General  has  just  handed 
to  me. 

157.  Will  yon  put  it  in  in  evidence? — Yes, 
X  will  do  so. 

158.  With  regard  to  the  contracts  with  the 
Feninsnlar  and  Oriental  Ccwpany;,  I  suppoae 
Iboae  oontraeta  are  two  aeveral  articles  of 
agreement  datod  r('H|)ectively  the  Ist  day  of 
January  1853,  anil  tite  7th  day  of  July  1854, 
which  have  been  printed  already  by  order  <tf 
Parliaincnt  ? — Yi-s,  and  the  one  of  this  year. 

159.  There  is  one  also  for  tJie  conveyance  of 
mails  between  Aden  and  Bombaj?— Ye«;  tli^ 
are  all  recited  at  pego  17. 

160.  What  is  the  object  and  Intent  of  this 
contract  of  the  27tli  of  Feljii  -iv  l:irit? — The 
primary  object  is  to  dieconLiuuc  certain  surveys 
which  arc  made  pf  tlie  packctts,  in  consideration 
of  the  Company  striking  off  5,000/.  from  thor 
subsidy. 

161.  Mr.  Childers,']  And  also  to  combine  all 
the  contracts  into  one,  and  reciting  them  to- 
gether, is  it  not? — ^We  took  adTantage  of  the 

opportunity  of  reciting  them  all  together. 

162.  Chairmau.}  I  see  that  some  change  is 
introduced  wiA  re|^  to  the  hours,  in  clause  9 
of  this  contract,  in  page  20? — Yes.  The  ohjcct 
of  that  change  is  thu?.  It  i«  neicstsiiry  tiiat 
the  undertaking  should  assume  the  shape  of  a 
certain  number  of  days  and  hours,  instead  of  the 
Compauy  undertaking,  an  heretofore,  that  their 
boatH^  i^lionld  run  at  a  certain  speed  (10  knots  an 
hour),  in  order  to  enable  us  to  apply  the  system 
of  penalties  and  premimns. 

163.  Are  the  number  of  days  calctilatcd  upon 
the  coutraot  rate  per  hour  ? — After  consultation 
with  the  Admiralty,  the  Company  undertook  to 
provide  ships  that  would  run  at  the  average  rate 
of  10  knots  an  hour;  but  it  is  of  course  unpos- 
sible,  in  navigati(»n,  to  in  a  straight  line  from 
one  point  to  another.  There  aredeviatioD«;  and 
after  maJving  n  calculation  of  the  lame  that  woold 
be  required  to  make  the  voyage  in  a  straifrht  line, 
at  the  rate  of  10  knots  an  hour,  we  at^ked  the 
Admiralty  what  addition  it  would  be  rcai^nnalile 
to  make  for  thr.'-e  deviation.^ ;  tliey  advi.-^ed  an 
addition  of  5  per  cent.,  and  with  tlial  addition  we 
completed  the  calculation.  Thus  we  dctennine<l 
that  the  packets  must  arrive  at  Bombay,  ibr  in- 
stance, in  n  certain  nnmberofbonrs  after  leaving 
Suez.  The  (■V'jcrl  \^  a.-,  tn  tiiru  info  a  practical 
shape  the  undertaking  to  run  at  the  ii\craL;e  rate 
«f  10  knots. 

164.  Do  you  consider  that  the  .<;ei  vice  of  the 
Indian  mnil^i  has  been  conducted  with  regulaiity  ? 
— 1  do,  ujwn  the  whole ;  considering  the  difficul- 
ties, the  complex  nature  of  the  anaogements,  the 
many  points  of  junction,  and  the  lengdi  of  the 


voyages,  I  cun-ridcr  that  it  baa  been  performed 
with  very  creditable  regularity. 

166.  Upon  the  whole,  comparing  the  manner 
in  which  the  Peninsuhu:  and  t)riental  Coiu|«ay 
liave  performed  this  contract  with  the  senices 
with  other  parts  of  the  world  performed  by  otfiet 
companies  under  contract,  you  oouider  that  Ae 
public  interests  have  been  properly  protected  and 
served  ? — I  do.  Their  veasels  arrive  more  fre- 
quently befbre  the  time  than  n^r  the  time;  thus 
in  the  last  two  year?:  162  voyages  have  been  per- 
formed before  die  tiuie  m  ojniparcd  with  126 
voyages  after  the  time. 

166.  But  does  not  that  show  irrcfpilarity  ?— 
does;  but  we  must  expect,  in  diese  groat  ^ 
tances,  a  certain  amount  of  iri  r  jjnlarity. 

167.  But  the  irregularity  has  never  oociured 
to  the  authorities  of  tibe  Poet  Office  being  out  of 
the  way  ?—  No.  In  many  eases  the  after  time  is 
only  a  few  hours. 

168.  <  K-cnsiooally  it  has  been  the  case,  has  it 
not,  that  the  nmits  haye  not  been  ddivered  If 
reason  of  accident  having  ha]){)cned  to  Ae 
stt'amcr.^  ?  — Yen. 

16d.  They  have  been  lost,  or  have  otiierwtse 
suffered  damage? — No  mail  was  ever  lost  that 
was  conveyed  by  lh!i<  Ci)mpany.  Mails  have 
been  submerged  tor  a  time,  but  they  have  been 
recovered,  and  by  a  careful  process  of  drying 
most  of  the  letters  have  been  ultimately  noo> 
yered  without  any  material  injury. 

170.  And  the  contractors  have  always  had 
supplementary  vessels  ready  to  take  up  the  ser- 
vice in  the  case  of  vessels  which  have  been  lost  ? 
— There  was  latf^lv  one  exception,  but  that  is 
the  only  exception  titat  1  recollect.  In  that  case 
the  mails  were  transferred  to  a  French  ship  whish 
fortunately  happened  to  be  at  hand. 

171.  I  see,  on  turning  to  page  13,  under  the 
head  of''  Stopi^aget;  at  Aden,"  the  figure  2;  does 
that  mean  that  the  amtractors  have  the  privilege 
of  remaining  two  days  at  Aden? — At  tho  time 
thai  this  time-table  was  prepared,  SO  doabt» they 
must  have  had  that  privilege. 

172.  And  the  time-table  was  a  \)art  of  the  con- 
tract?— Yes;  but  in  point  of  fact,  the  stay  is 
generally  only  a  few  hiiurs;  and  in  calcniating  the 
number  of  lion r^^  wiiich  they  are  to  be  allowed  iu 
|poing,  say,  from  8ucz  to  Bombay,  that  number 
18  exoiusiTe  of  stoppages,  so  Aat  it  would  be 
an  advantage  to  them  to  remain  longer  than  is 
absolutiiiy  necessary;  and  the  real  stoppage  gene- 
rally, is  aboat  ^ght  or  nine  hours. 

17H.  It  appears  by  the  return.  No.  7,  on  page 
16  of  the  papers  put  in  tlie  other  day,  that  in  the 
year  1865,  48  voyage.^  were  pcrfomed  between 
Sues  and  Bombay,  and  that  142,656  imutical 
miles  were  run.  That  would  bring  out  I  boUere, 
2,972  miles  as  tlie  average  distance  run  between 
Suez  and  Bombay  both  ways,  and  the  result  is 
an  average  speed  of  nine  nantkal  nuleo  an  hovrf 

174.  It  also  appears  as  the  rctuli  of  the  tables 
which  are  printed  on  pages  7,  8,  and  9  of  these 
papers,  that  the  actual  time  taken  in  performing 
the  voyages  between  Sues  and  Bombay  has  been, 
upon  tlic  average  of  48  voyages,  exactly  14  day.*, 
although  1  believe  that  a  calculation  which  has 
been  made  will  show  that  the  distance  performed 
at  the  average  rate  of  nine  nautical  miles  p<*r 
hour.  Would  bring  the  result  to  less  than  14  diivs, 
cxcluiiivc  of  stoppages;  can  you  have  a  calcula- 
tion made  upon  this  puticiilar  point  upon  the 
basis  ot  those  figures  whidi  I  have  quoted,  of  the 
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time  taken  In  ]icrf(>ruang  the  ■^oyacrc?  1)ct\vccn 
Suez  and  liuiabiiv,  taking  Suez  tu  Uoinbny,  ami 
the  number  of  voyagco  perfonnt'tl  in  tlic  year,  as 
stated  in  No-  7  of  the  return,  showing  the  exact 
nnmbcr  of  dayd  that  wuiihl  be  oou^uiued  per 
vovape  ? — Yc3,  tliat  calculation  shall  be  made. 

173.  Because  that  caiculntioa  shows  that  the 
Tovagcs  hare  been  ezcecdioglr  icrefi^lar  as  to 
time,  but  that  tlio  average  in  14  flriy.^?~-{)ne  (on- 
ttilerablc  cause  of  irregulnrity  u  tlic  mousouns ; 
w«  allow  more  time  whem  tbe  moasoons  previdl 
than  when  they  do  not  prevail. 

176.  13ut  the  moDsooii  does  not  apply  in  the 
case  of  voyages  from  Suez  to  Bombay  t — No,  I 
mppose  notk 

177.  But  upon  the  xrhole,  the  Post  Office  has 

ri',v-i>ii  to  be  futi^ficd,  vou  think,  witli  tlienuuincr 
in  which  the  Pcninttular  and  Oriental  Compouy 
btve  performed  tlieir  contract  ? — Ye?. 

178.  Turning  a^ain  t<>  lleturn  No.  7  u|)On 
pAge  16,  can  you  explain  to  the  Conuuittce  the 
temm  why  the  average  $pced  per  liour  in  nau- 
tical miles  in  4.8  voyages  from  Sues  to  JBombay 
k  nine,  and  in  tbe  ease  of  voyagca  between  Suez 
aud  Calcutta  is  ten? — ^No,  1  cauuot;  I  will 
inquire  into  that  point.  Tliis  lA  tlie  result  of  the 
actual  ])crfonnanoe;  and  wben  they  have  pci^- 
funued  those  voyages  at  the  rate  of  10  knot-  nn 
hour,  measuring  in  a  straight  line,  they  have 
done  m«tre  than  they  have  covenanted  to  do. 

179.  Why  should  they  have  done  more  than 
ihef  covenanted  to  do  upon  tbe  Calcutta  line, 
than  they  have  ilnne  n|i<)n  the  Boi))bay  line?— T 
t>uppo»e  that  the  greater  importance  of  the  Cal- 
cutta traffic  induces  them  to  have  more  powerfiil 
boats  for  that  service. 

ISO.  You  mean  the  importance  of  the  [mssen- 
ger  and  goods  trafBc?— Vcs,  of  the  pa^seng^r 
tnflie  principally;  our  subeidy,  large  as  it  is«  is 
miftll  compared  with  that  derived  from  their 
C()!)iiiicrci:il  traflic,  and  tlie  recuii'ts  fntin  i>asseu- 
geri;  it  is  not  more  than  about  one-tenth  part. 

181.  Admiral  Sei/mottr.']  Every  vessel  oefora 
ehe  can  be  emplovCMl,  <>bl'iL;e<l  to  1>e  alile  to 
12  miles  an  htnu'  by  the  iiu-usurcd  mile,  in 
order  to  get  to  a  speed  <)f  10  miles  an  hour  ?— 
Yes;  but  it  must  l>e  remembered  that  a  mile 
here  and  a  mile  in  the  stormy  sens  in  the  East 
are  very  different  thing?. 

183.  Mr.  ChUdert,^  llevertiag  to  the  calcu- 
lation which  the  Chairman  takm  you  to  under- 
take ju.-t  iinw,  and  to  which  I  do  not  think  your 
anM\cr  was  ijuitu  clear,  it  appears  by  tiie  return 
at  the  ftjot  of  page  16,  that  4K  >inglc  voyages 
took  place  between  Suez  and  Bombay  in  the 
year  186.5,  and  that  the  distance  run  was  142,656 
miles;  that  ^ives,  I  think,  2,072  miles  a  voynge ; 
sod  that  at  nine  knots  au  hour,  gives  exactly 
330  hmt9  on  an  average  of  13  days  and  18  hoars 
for  eui'li  voyage;  the  other  return  wnnkl  give 
au  average  of  14  dsiys;  t^o  that  the  ditictcuce 
between  the  two  in  alx  hours;  do  you  believe 
that  to  be  the  average  time  of  detention  at  Aden? 
—That  niay  be  the  explanation..  Without  in- 
quiry, I  cannot  say  absolutely  that  itis  «o$  but 
very  likely  it  is. 

183.  Chairman.']  It  appears  from  tbe  corre- 
spondence that  iis  lun;^  at^o  a--*  1 SHO,  projM isaln  wt^re 
made  by  the  Diicctui'  General  ot  the  Post  OiKce 
in  India  to  the  Government  for  the  abolition  of 
the  Contract  I'aeket  Si  rvicc  as  between  Aden, 
Madras,  aaid  Calcutta  ? — Yea. 

184.  And  that,  in  consequence  of  the  state  of 
completion  to  which  the  nulwaye  are  advancing, 

043. 


that  quecition  hrw  .been  much  further  di.-cu.^.-cd,  F.J/<//, Esq. 
more  recently,  in  connection  with  appluations  — — 
which  have  been  made  l"  the  Post-office  by  the     13  April 
mercantile  community  in  Loudon  and  other  com-  i8t(! 
niunities  in  India  for  the  establishment  of  a 
weekly  mail  leaving  London  on  «  particulwr  day 
in  the  week? — Yes. 

185.  What  view  does  the  Poet-offioe  here  tnlte 
of  that  ]]ro]io.'-ifiim  ? — As  respert,'?  the  weekly 
mail,  wliieli  in  the  moat  imiM»rtant  part  of  it,  the 
rtK^t-otHcc  has  long  desired  to  see  such  a  mail 
ef^fahli.-^lieil.  It  would  be  much  more  convenient 
to  uiucehoj?,  aud,  what  we  regaixl  with  greater 
interest,  we  believe  that  it  would  be  very  ad* 
vantageous  to  the  two  countries. 

186.  Do  they  adt^t  the  view  that  Bombay 
should  be  the  main  poet«I  port  of  Indi*?— Yes^ 
certainly. 

187.  And  do  you  consider  that  the  abolition  of 

the  separnte  ^Iadra.<  and  Calci:tt:i  ^ea  postal 
contnict  Would  be  advantageous,  and  limt  it  is  no 
longer  necessary  f— IdoDOtthink  that  at  present 
such  a  disoontinaaaoB  would  make  muofa  dif- 
ference in  the  cost  of  the  service.  So  lon^  as 
ship?  nuitft  jrij  to  Calcutta  for  the  .■^akc  of  frei^dit 
ana  passengers,  there  is  no  doubt  that  our  mails 
can  lie  carried  at  a  moderate  expense.  About 
that  liuic,  at  the  instance  of  the  Indian  Govem- 
iiitJiit,  we  proceeded  to  inquire,  firsty  what 
the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Coinpany  would 
strike  off  from  their  subsidy  if  they  were  reUevod 
of  the  neoesrity  of  conveying  mails  to  Madras 
and  Calcutta;  and  we  adverti.-ed,  al>o,  for 
tenders  to  ascertain  what  would  be  the  expense 
of  putting  on  two  additional  l>oats,  in  the  calendar 
month,  between  Suez  and  Bombay.  The  Penin- 
sular and  Oricntid  Company  told  us  that  they 
could  not  take  off  1  s.  from  the  subsidy ;  that 
it  would  make  no  difference  to  them ;  that  their 
boats  must  still  ply  ;  and  that  whether  they  car- 
I'ied  the  inaihs  or  liid  not  carry  the  ntails,  they 
must  require  as  lar^c  a  subsidy,  on  the  whole,  as  - 
tliey  were  then  receiving.  We  odvertiBed  for  ten- 
der.s  fur  the  additional  hont.«,  but  wc  received  only 
one  substantial  oiler,  which  was  Irom  the  Penin- 
sular and  Oriental  Company  themselves.  Their de« 
mand  was,  if  I  recollect  rightly,  about  60,000  ; 
and  they  stated,  as  the  reason  for  demanding  so 
lai-^jc  a  .■^nni.  (hut  there  were  not  ]>a.«seii<xers  and 
freight  enougli  to  maintain  any  additional  shipe 
npon  that  line,  and  that,  therefore,  ihcy  must 
look  almost  entirely  to  the  jio^tnl  suhsidy. 

188.  Sup]K>sing  the  existing  contract  witii  the 
Peninsular  and  Oriental  Comjtany  were  at  an 
end,  do  you  imagine  that  if  tenders  were  invited 
for  the  conveyance  of  a  mail  once  a  week,  that  is 
52  times  a  year,  from  London  to  Bombay,  the 
sum  demanded  would  be  as  large  for  that  service 
as  it  la  now  for  ^  fortnightly  service  to  Bombay 
and  the  fortnightly  service  to  Madras  and 
Calcutta  ? — I  should  expect  that  it  would  be  cou^ 
sidcrably  more. 

189.  The  actual  milenge  nin  hy  the  steamers 
would  be  considerably  le*s,  would  it  noti' — Very 
likely,  but  that  is  a  secondary  consideration. 

190.  As  a  fact  the  distance  run  would  be  con« 
siderably  less,  because  the  difference  would  be 
the  difference  betv/een  (lie  di-tance  from  Aden  to 
Bombay,  and  the  tlistuiiee  between  Aden,  Madras, 
and  Calcutta  ? — Yes,  the  mileage  would  be  much 
less,  and  fo  it  was  before  when  we  found  that,  ns 
I  say,  we  .-liould  not  .^ave  1*.  on  one  side,  aud 
that  we  should  ha\  e  a  very  great  additional  ex- 
pense on  the  other.  And  uoreoveTf  of  course, 

B  «ho 
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jR  JfiU;  Eiq.  the  89  voyages  in  the  year  would  hvn  to  be 
  compitred  with  the  4B  voyegea  at  peaent  per- 

13  April  formed. 

'at6D.  191.  Taking  tho  Indian  service  alone,  uncon- 

nected with  any  other  servioea,  it  would  be  e 
weekly  communication  between  Saez  and  Bom- 
bay VCK. 

192.  Which  in  round  numbers  woidd  be  52 
times  3,000  milea.— Yea. 

11)3,  Upon  the  present  I'tKitiujr  of  furtni  -lirlv 
comniunicution  to  Buiubay  it  would  be  luiii  una 
and  tlic  distance  between  Aden,  Galle,  Madraa, 
and  Calcutta,  stated  fortnightly  alao? — Yet, 

1 94.  But  surely  the  diatanee  between  Booibay 
and  Suez  52  times  would  be  mxu  h  Icsk  than  the 
aum  of  the  other  eervicee?— Mucli  less  <li.-.t:m(  c«, 
but  a  much  higher  chan?e  per  mile,  I  should  ex- 
pect, for  that  distance  ;  and  that  this  higher 
charge  would  much  more  tlian  counterbalance 
the  Mvtng  hi  distance,  I  think,  judging  fimn 
pn.«t  experience.  I  hare  no  donbt  that  uaWf 
owin^to  the  greater  amount  of  communication 
with  Bombay,  we  t^hould  hav  e  tenders  to  perfonu 
the  service  lor  much  lea*  than  vnn  the  case  four 
or  five  yeaia  ago,  but  atill  I  Bboald  expeet  tliat* 
upon  the  whole,  the  coat  wonid  be  irery  eon- 
eidenibly  augmented. 

195.  Mr.  Chifden.']  Suppoamg  that  an  addi- 
tional fortnightly  service  between  Suez  and 
Bombay  were  subetituted  for  tlic  fortnightly 
8crvic«'between  Suez  and  CalcuttJi,  ?til],  long- 
as  the  China  service  is  in  existence,  the  only 
dilVerence  of  mileage  would  be  Ibe  difference 
between  Adi  n  and  ntmibfiy,  and  between  Galle 
and  Calcutta,  it*  not  that  so? — Yes;  so  long  as 
China  is  served  vu'i  (ialle;  if  it  were  found 
expcdienr  tn  have  tlic  China  service  vid  Bombay 
and  Cali'tittH,  and  then  down  to  Singapore,  so  afl 
to  avoid  G«Ue  altogetlier,  tiien  it  would  be 
different. 

196.  You  stated,  did  ynu  not,  thai  die  Fenin- 
•    sular  find  Oriental  Company  offered  to  perform 

a  weekly  service  to  Bombay  for  an  additional 
sum  of  60,3(M)  /.  a  vear  ? — No ;  what  I  intended 
to  say  wa.s  that  tlicy  offered  to  perform  two 
more  eorvices  in  the  calendar  month,  for  about 
60,(MK)/.  additional. 

li>7.  That  a  weekly  aerviee,  in  the  sense  of  a 
week  being  a  fmrtib  of  n  month,  between  Soes 
and  Bombay,  wooU  eoat  more  by  60,000/.?— 
Yes. 

198.  But  that  was  on  the  assumption,  was  it 
not.  thai  the  China  serviee  would  eontinue  along 
itet  p»ci*enl  route? — Yes;  but  1  do  not  think 
that  that  aflected  thwr  minds.  What  they 
atated  to  me  in  oonyenation  was  that  they  must 
continue  to  send  boata  to  Calcutta.  Those  Imats, 

of  eoni>e.  would  touch  at  tialle.  hut  <ro  on  to 
Calcutta";  and  they  said  tiuit  our  withdraw iug 
the  mails  would  not  save  them  any  expense, 
^nd  they  could  not  therefore  reduce  the  subsidy. 

199.  J}ut,  even  supposing  the  element  of  the 
steamers  goiuc;  to  Galle  and  Calcutta  were 
eliminated,  still  there  would  remain  tlMt  addi- 
tional charge  that  the  China  serrioe  would  go 

by  Cialle  ? — \  e.s.  at  iirer^ent. 

200.  Therefore,  that  is  not  the  basis  of  calcu- 
lation which  the  Chairman  has  put  to  you  7 — 

No. 

201.  Which  is,  on  the  assumption  that  the 
service  between  Suez  and  Galle  would  undergo 
some  change  ? — Yea. 

2t)2.  Chairman.^  But  do  you  think  that  it 
would  be  £ur,  as  v^rda  the  Indian  tevemnea. 


that  they  should  hare  to  bear  a  portion  ef  the 

charge  of  eonvcying  mails  between  this  country 
and  China  ? — That  is  a  subject  which  has  been 
fully  considered  by  the  Lords  of  the  Treatury, 
and  they  iiare  come  to  the  conclusion  tliat  it  is 
fiur,  and  it  baa  been  the  practice  for  many  years. 

203.  That  they  .Mionld  I  i   r  part  of  the  eost  of 
tlie  transmission  of  the  Cliinu  mails  from  England, 
in  which  the  Iinlian  community  have  no  interest 
at  all  ?    The  view  taken  liy  tlie  Lords  of  the 
Xieaisury,  as  jjUited  in  one  of  their  minutes,  was 
that  India  has  as  great  an  interest  in  the  commu- 
nication with  China»  as  tbia  eonntry  has.   If  the 
Committee  will  allow  me,  I  will  read  a  letter 
from  the  Treasury  njion  tlie  tinhjert.  dated  the 
21st  of  August  i856,  addressed  to  the  IVwt- 
master  General,  which  must  have  been  when 
the  Duke  of  Argyll  held  that  office.     "  My 
Lord    Duke,    the    Lords    Commis.tioiier8  of 
Her  Majesty's  Treasury  have  had  before  them 
your  report  of  the  4th  instant,  requesting  further 
mstructions  relative  to  the  account  wldch  is  to 
he  J irepared,  adjusting  hetwccn  the  Ini]»erlal  and 
the  East  India  Company's  Governments  the  loss 
which  has  been  incurred  in  the  conveyance  of 
the  niailf'  between  tlic  United  Kini,'doni  an<l  the 
East  Indies,  and  their  LorddiijMi  have  directed 
me  to  state  that  in  laying  down  the  principle 
npon  which  the  expense  of  the  postal  commu- 
nication with  the  East  should  be  l>orne  by  the 
Indian  and  the  Imperial  rcvenuCfi  re8]ieelisely, 
to  which  the  East  India  Company  signified  its 
assent,  it  was  stated  that  the  entire  cost  would 
be  232,300/.  per  annum,  including  tlie  tiiail  from 
Singapore  to  Australia,  and  the  interests  which 
the  Ilome  Government  and  that  of  India  had  in 
that  service  were  stated  as  follows : — First.  So 
far  as  the  cmnmercial  relations  of  England  and 
India  were  eoncL'rni'd,  il  wa<  laid  down  tlia'  they 
were  equal,  hut  that  so  ikr  as  the  i>uUti<»l 
relations  of  India  were  conoeraed,  that  tbe  cost 
in  relation  thereto  should  be  borne  entirely  by 
the  Indian  revenue.    Second.  That  so  tuv  as  the 
oomraercial  and  pditSeal  relations  witli  C  hina 
went,  the  latter  existing  exclusively  for  the 
former,  it  was  laid  down  that  the  interests  of 
England  and  of  India  were  equal.    Third.  So 
far  as  the  oommunications  with  Australia  formed 
a  part  of  this  service,  it  was  laid  down  that 
Imperial  interests  only  were  affected  thereby. 
Fourth.  Cpon  the  whole,  it  was  decided  that  the 
intereetsof  this  country  and  of  India  might  he  said 
to  be  eqnallv  affected  bv  (lie  service,  |uifting  the 
exclu:^i\e  iuicrcil  wiueli  Uiiss  couulry  had  in  the 
Australian  communication  as  a  set-off  against  the 
exclusive  interest  which  the  East  India  Company 
had  in  the  political  element  of  India,  and  that, 
therefoiv,  the    1       which   miglit   ari.'^c   in  the 
maintenance  ol  this  service,  after  the  expense 
should  be  credited  with  the  whole  of  the  postage 
received,  including  that  of  the  I'.i^t  India  Com- 
pany and  the  Ilome  Government,  should  be 
equally  divided.    My  Lorda,  however,  advert  to 
the  fact  that  after  this  amngement  was  made, 
and  immediately  before  it  began,  the  portion  of 
the  .-ii\icc  from  .*^iti<;a[>oic  to  Au.-'tralia  was 
suspended,  and  has  not  been  again  commenced ; 
and  that  thus  the  balance  of  interests  by  which 
it  was  tlion£rht  equitable  that  the  loss  should  be 
equoliy  shared   has   been   disturbed.    In  the 
•eoount  furnished  by  the  Admiralty  of  the  actual 
expense  of  the  service  up  to  the  end  of  1855,  a 
sum  of  16,018/.  16«.  lOd.  is  deducted  from  the 
amoant  of  tfaeeontraet  with  the  Peninsular  and 
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Oriental  Company,  M  statsd  ia  dte  auniite  of 

this  Roanl  of  7  July  1R54,  while  the  Imperial 
larreoue  hm  been  charged  witli  the  Kole  expense 
«f  det^tching  AoM  mnile  by  utlier  8hipt».  It 
tppeartj,  tliei  efore.  to  my  T/onft-  that  .-trict  equity 
will  be  doue  tu  the  respective  revenues  of  India 
wd  Eaglaud,  if  to  the  sum  of  227,100/.  12«.  2d., 
adraaoed  the  English  Government^  aooording 
to  the  Admiral  tv  account,  there  be  added  the  sum 
of  16.018/.  16<.'lO</.,  making' 24:;, 119 A  9,s\  Od. 
u  the  Admiraltv  acc<mut,  the  effect  of  whicii 
will  be  exaotJy  tfie  same,  84>  far  ad  the  East  India 
Conipany  i?  concerned,  it  tlic  rijrhial  uji^pe- 
nent  had  Iwvn  carried  out  ;  tiiai  is,  that  they 
iriQpejr  a  euni  equal  to  one-half  of  the  Australian 
Mmoe  as  a  set-off  Sox  the  poUtioal  advantagee 
d«tTed  by  India.  I  mn  at  the  aame  iSme  to 
atate,  with  rofcrciue  to  ymir  report  of  the  6th 
May  lat!^t,  tiint  my  Liord«  concur  with  you  in 
p|»Bton  that  the  various  chargee  enumerated 
tlitriMii  should  be  added  tu  the  general  cost  of 
the  service  before  the  account  is  adjusted ''  (no 
doabt  that  alludeti  to  the  miscellaneous  charges, 
the  tnumt  thtoiigh  Egypt,  and  the  naval  ^(eute) ; 
"and  I  am  to  observe,  with  reepeot  to  the  char^ 
of  8,<NM>/.  jit  r  uimuiii,  vvlilch  ha«  been  ineliKled  in 
the  account  lurni^hcd  by  the  Admiralty  for  the 
eonveyBtiee  of  the  mails  through  £gyf>t,  with  a 
note  ?tntinir  tluit  the  same  has  not  yet  been  paid, 
that  my  Lords  suppose  that  this  id  a  charge 
which  iiafi  been  defrayed  by  the  Poflt  Offioe^  I 
remain,  &c.,  Jame$  fFiUou." 

204.  Is  diat  letter  included  in  the 

dence  which  yon  HuhrnltttHi  to  the  Committee 
the  other  day  ? — 1  think  not.  Titere  i»  a  prior 
letter  on  the  same  eubject,  dated  1 1  th  J  uly  1664^ 
a  copy  of  which  I  will  -r  id  to  tlie  Committee. 

205.  At  the  present  moment  wlmt  i»  tlie  dtate 
ef  the  case  with  r(^^l  to  the  establishment  of  a 
weekly  mail  to  India? — The  state  oi'  the  case  is 
thk  The  Post  Office  has  been  long  in  oommn- 
nication  with  the  India  Offiee  upon  the  subject, 
a  Mibiect  with  which  we  have  ourselves  always 
ttBoeiated  an  inereoae  of  the  postage.  We  are 
of  opinion  that  what  is  so  dcf-u-eu  on  all  side*  conic] 
be  anne,  if  the  postage  were  raided  from  Qd.  to 
1 1. :  not  that  that  would  meet  all  the  loss,  but 
that  it  wonld  do  a  great  deal  towards  diminishing 
the  loss,  and  would  more  than  meet  the  additional 
iojs  that  would  be  incurred.  I  mean  6  d.  added 
on  each  route,  whether  by  wi^  of  iSouthamptoa 
errfFnnoe.  The  Indvi  Office  eommunieated 
with  the  Government  in  India  upon  the  snhjoct, 
and  there  was  great  delay  in  obtaining  a  reply  from 
that  Government;  bat  at  length  an  answer  was 
receivt  d  olijectinp  very  mnch  to  this  increase  of 
poetagti,  desiriug  very  earnestly  to  have  the  im- 
pvved  communication  i;ut  not  seeming  very 
aaxiotte  to  pay  anytliing  for  tt.  This  reply  came 
to  m  from  tne  India  Office,  and  in  the  letter 
r'(»!jtaininix  it,  or  in  a  snbr*ci|nent  letter,  Sir 
Charles  Wood  stated  that  he  concurred  ia  the 
objections  to  an  increase  of  postage;  that  he  was 
vr-rv  (lc:*Iron>  of  tieeinpr  a  weekly  mail  established, 
but  that  he  did  nut  like  au  increase  oi  |>o8tage- 
That  being  the  state  of  matters,  the  Postmaster 
Qeaetal  xeierred  the  qoestion  to  the  Treaeorr, 
with  whom  ihe  deoeion,  of  coarse,  nldmately 

Tpstfd.  Hi?.  Tvordfihip  «tated,  in  i-fTect,  we  have 
said  all  that  occurs  to  us  upon  the  subject;  and 
As  Indian  Qovemment  seem  to  have  stated 
their  case  fully,  and  now  I  leave  it  with  you  to 
decide  what  shall  be  done ;  and  the  decision  which 
«  ( ome  to,  and  wlueh  was  ccmuMimnafcwd  lint 
0.43. 


to  «ts,  and  then,  by  d^e  dedre  of  tlie  Treasury, 

through  us,  to  the  India  Office,  was,  that  kwking 
to  the  strong  objections  taken  by  Sir  Charles 
Wood  to  an  increase  of  postage,  the  Treasury 
were  not  prepared  to  insist  upon  that  iucreaie ; 
but,  at  tlie  i~amc  lime,  lia<l  decided  that  whatever 
additional  expense  mi|Hta,t  be  entailed,  by  the 
establishnaent  of  a  weekly  ■erriBe  to  Bombay, 


F.  AY/,  Esq. 


»3Aj 


must  be  borne   exelttrively  br   die  Indian 

Government. 

206.  Wluit  did  the  I  ikHrti  Government  say 
to  that  propoeittim  ?— They  have  hitherto  easd 

nothing. 

207.  Then,  in  iact,  between  the  Post  Office 
and  the  Treasury,  and  the  Indian  Govenunent, 
the  oommanil^  are  not  likely  to  get  the  inoreased 
postal  eoovemence  that  tber  asked  for? — Not 

unless  one  party  >;l\  e;<  \v;i\. 

208.  Then»  in  point  of  fact,  the  profit  and  loss 
principle,  which  you  stated  at  the  commence^ 
ment  of  your  evidenoe,  standrf  in  the  way  of  the 
Indian  ocnuuuuity  getting  this  advantage — Very 
much  in  the  way. 

200  Lord  Stauley.}  Do  you  not  think  that 
the  l>njrlish  public,  on  Ae  whole,  is  more  inte- 
rested than  tlie  Indian  puMIe  (that  Indian  |)ul)Hc 
being  princiijally  native)  iu  rapid  and  cheap 
communication  between  the  g^eat  centres  of 
Indian  trade  and  tlii?  eoniitry  ? — No,  I  should 
think  not.  1  should  tiiink  that  the  interests  are 
about  equal  on  both  sides. 

210.  is  not  the  greater  part  of  the  capital 
which  is  expended  in  India,  KnirFmh  capital  ? — 
I  am  n(<t  able  to  reply  to  tl.nt  (inestion. 

211.  C/iairman.']  T  observe  that  in  a  letter 
written  by  Mr.  Merivale  on  the  5th  of  October 
latit  at  Sir  Charlc-s  Wood's  inr^tancc,  at  ]>agc  76, 
he  says,  "  iSir  Charles  Wood,  however,  cannot 
regard  the  question  an  dM  merely  affecting  the 
char<:^e  on  the  Imperial  revenues.  It  has  been 
the  pL  roepiion  of  the  bearing  of  increased  }>ofital 
eoninuinication  on  the  wi_altn  and  [iroprets  of  a 
country  that  has  induced  statesmen  of  late  years 
to  eonsent  to  fiscal  nerifioes  for  die  pui-pose  of 
obtnininp  it."  We  may  infer  from  that,  may  we 
not,  tliat  the  Indian  t)llicc  due6  uul  ciliarc  in  the 
prc^t  and  loss  views  of  the  Pi>st  Office  f^I 
presume  so ;  it  is  a  fair  inference,  I  think. 

212.  In  fact  you  consider  it,  do  you  not,  the 
duty  of  the  Post  Olliee  to  look  at  nothing  but 
the  question  of  profit  and  Iom? — do  not  say  to 
look  to  notlung  but  that;  bnt  the  Honourable 

Cliairnmn  ivill  reinemlier  what  the  Chancellor  of 
the  i^xcliec^uci'  t»aid  a  lew  days  ag(»  in  the  House. 

213.  Sir  Charles  Wood  goes  on  to  say :  •*  Thei"e 
can  bo  no  doubt  that  increased  jtosttd  communi- 
cation with  India  implies  increasing  relations 
with  that  country,  increased  commerce,  in- 
creased investment  of  English  capital,  increased 
settlement  of  energetic  middle>ehMB  En^ 
llelimcn ;  and  from  all  of  these  Fonrce.s  the 
wealth  and  prosperity  of  England  arc  pi  obably 
more  grestiy inoreased  dum  uiatof  India;  and 
at  (he  present  day  there  arc  fln^FCP  in  India,  not 
private  soldiers,  to  whom  the  increase  ut  the  rale 
of  postage  between  the  two  countries  would  be 
not  only  a  hardihip,  but  a  positive  hindrance  to 
their  progress.*  Do  not  you  diink  that  those 
urf;nnienf:<  by  (he  Sceretary  of  State  for  India 
are  deserving  oi  great  consideration  ? — -I  think 
that  any  arguments  from  Sir  Chnrl(  ^\  ood  are- 
deeervinp-  f  >'  '_rrpat  consideration  ;  Init  they  do  not 
lead  me,  at  least,  tu  the  same  cuaelueiiuu.  The 
Mne  argnnieata  i^pear  to  me  to  be  applicable 

b8  to 


Digitized  by  Google 


XtiniTBft  OF  BVIDXHOS  TAKBH  BKFOBB 


F.  HiUt'Ean-  to  ever^'tlitng  else;  tho  eonveyance  of  pawen- 

•  —  ■  -  fjcrs  aii<l  tlu'  conveyance  of  cotton,  for  cxani)»le. 
13  April  In  point  of  fact,  it  is  protection  tiia^  is  mked  for. 
1806,  214.  But  do  you  really  consider  that  those  «tw 
{rmncnts  avIiIcIi  Sir  Cluirlcs  Wood  liaf^  mndp  m(t 
oi  here,  and  wlticli  1  sec  6U[)j)ort  to  n,  certain 
extent  the  question  put  by  the  noble  Lonl  jr.<t 
DOW  to  jWf  ought  to  be  subordinate  totliat  ]u-ofit 
and  loes  new  which  you  take  at  the  Po«t  Office? 
— We  take  lliis  ^*ini])lo  view,  that  some  one  must 
pay  for  the  service ;  and  tlic  question  whether  it 
shall  bepidd  fur  by  tlioHC  who  are  chiefly  interested 
in  the  commniut  ;itioii  with  TruUa,  or  whether  it 
ehall  be  paid  by  the  taxpayers  genei-aliy  of  tins 
oonntry  and  India.  ^ 

815.  Hm  CoaunittM  ant  now  to  nnderstand 
tiiat  at  thin  moment  the  whole  qnestion  of  a 
weekly  mail  to  India  depends  upon  the  <]ne>(ion 
as  to  who  ia  to  pay  what  it  is  presumed  would  be 
the  increaj^ed  cost  4^  communieation  ?— That  is 
my  opinion. 

216.  But  it  is  the  fact,  is  it  uot,  that  the  ques- 
tion is  fiut-pcndcd  for  tlic  T)rcseut,  ]>cnding  the 
aettlemeut  of  that  point  ? — >Ve  consider  so.  We 
have  received  no  reply  from  the  India  Office,  and 
that  ofTice  has  not  8aiu  that  the  Indian  Govern- 
ment is  prepared  to  pay  tlic  additional  expense. 

217.  Sir  Charles  Wood  objected  to  an  addi- 
tional postnire  l>eing  levied  ?— Ycp. 

218.  AikI  the  Treasury  supported  iiitu  in  that 
view  ? — I  cannot  kiv  tliat  theTireaaury  suppoTted 
him  in  that  view.  l!he  Treaauiy  said  that,  sediw 
how  strongly  Sir  Charles  Wood  had  expreeaed 
liis  opinion,  thev  were  neit  prepared  to  direel  tliat 
the  postage  tlioutd  be  iucreaticd,  and  they  gave 
the  Indian  Government  the  alteroatiTeof  paying 
the  additional  onst  themselves. 

2iy.  But  tlie  Treasury  would  bo  perfectly 
willing  to  sec  this  increased  advantage  given, 
provided  the  Indian  GoTemment  will  pay  for 
it  ? — That  ift  the  tenor  of  their  letter. 

220.  ?*Ir.  Cfuhlrrs.l  1^  not  it  the  case  tliat  llie 
Treasury,  in  objecting  to  the  iucroaeed  chaige 
for  the  weekly  oommunication  to  Boinbav,  have 
had,  to  your  knowlcd^ro,  in  view  the  whole  qiics- 
tion  of  the  coniniunicatiou  with  India? — i  tiiiuk 
BO. 

221.  But  the  wordsof  the  Treaaury^in page 81, 

are :  "  My  Lords  are  not  prepared  to  adopt  such 

ft  measure  at  tlie  jii-esent  time,  and  tliey  would 
not  fed  warranted  in  e^anctioning  tlic  large  in- 
croasB  ?— Yea ;  they  would  not  feel  warranted, 
"unless  the  Goveniment  of  Indin  !»houhl  think  fit 
to  det'niy  the  entire  amount  ot  that  increase. 

222.  Arc  you  aware  that  in  preparing  that 
letter  the  Treasury  iiad  under  their  connderation 
the  entire  question  of  the  communications  witli 
India  ? — They  had. 

223.  And  the  discussion  upon  this  matter  was 
whether,  leaving  everything  just  as  it  stood,  it 
would  be  proper  t.)  :idd  that  Tarixc  addltlmial 
charge ? — las,  I  have  no  doubt  that  was  so. 

224.  So  far  as  you  are  aware,  there  has  been 
no  decision  by  the  Government  adverse  to  the 
princii»le  of  a  weekly  mail  for  Bombay? — No, 
certainly  not. 

225.  And,  in  fact,  this  Committee  is  inquiring 
into  the  whole  question  whteh  the  Treasury,  by 
personal  cmiimunication  with  the  I'ost  Office, 
were  looking  into  when  that  letter  was  answered  ? 
— Quite  so. 

*2'if!.  So  that  your  answer  must  be  modified  so 
far  that  the  only  difficulty  as  to  additional  ex- 
pense is  the  additional  expense  to  the  preeent 


•mngements  for  ^e  Indian  Po«t  Offioet— 

Yes, 

227.  Sir  Jfenn/  RmcUmnn.l  Docs  not  an  in- 
crease from  Qd.  to  1 «.  seem  enormous,  con- 
!=I<lerint^  tliat  the*  advantn;j;e  is  only  an  oddifional 
inercartc  of"  communication  to  the  amount  of  one- 
twelfth  from  48  voyages  to  52,  and  yet  the 
pofltase  of  every  indivMual  letter  is  to  bie  raised 
to  double  the  amount,  from  6  rf.  to  1  jr.  ? — We  do 

uot  con>idev  flie  present  state  of  tlilnL'>  a  piroper 
one.  W'ti  do  not  tliink  it  is  right  that  the  liritish 
public  should  be  taxed  at  tiie  rate  of  40,000  /.  a 
yeai  fur  tlie  sake  of  correspondence  with  India, 
and,  t lieretbre,  the  increa «c  that  we  luu  e  piojMJsod  I, 
individually,  should  think  right,  even  ifthere  were 
no  inemaed  aeoonuuodatiou  to  make  good  that 
deficit;  hut  the  Increased  aoconnnodation  isvei^ 
inueh  more  iliau  one-tw(dfth;  it  is  a  weekly  mail 
to  Bombay  as  compared  with  a  fortnightlv  mail 
to  Bombay,  and  a  fortnightly  mail  to  Calcutta* 
Tlint  is  a  very  mneh  proater  inereasc  tliiiu  OB©- 
tweiitli  in  real  nccomuiiKlHtioi)  to  tiic  public. 

228.  Itis  a  conndernblc  decrease  of  tJiB mileage, 
is  it  not — a  decrease  of  12,000  miles  a  year  ? — I 
am  speaking  of  aecomntodalion  to  the  y>ublic,and 
the  puhlic,  of  course,  do  not  care  about  niileaj^'o; 
tliey  would  have  their  letters  sent  upon  a  fixed 
day  of  the  week  to  India,  and,  under  such  a 
plan,  the  letters  W(»uld  arrive  at  the  besit  possible 
])oint  in  India  for  their  speedy  distribution  ;  and 
tlic  gain  to  the  public  would  be  great.  < 

229.  Chtttrman.'l  Inpoint  of  fact«theqi»Mli<iin 
of  the  additional  expense  has  not  yet  been  tested  ? 

— Not  lately.  I  mentioned  to  the  CoiinnittLe 
tliat  we  tested  it  four  or  five  years  ago,  but  uot 
very  recently. 

230.  Do  you  sec  any  rcapon  why  notice  should 
not  be  given  to  the  I'eniusular  and  Oi  ieut4il  Com- 
pany, and  why  the  public  should  uot  be  invited 
to  send  in  tenUers  for  the  perfonuance  of  the  ser- 
vice frran  Marseilles  to  Bombay  weekly,  and  a 
separate  tender  for  the  iierformanee  of  the  service 
between  Marseilles  and  China  and  Australia,  or 
to  tender  for  the  whole  service  together;  in  point 
of  fact,  wlij'  measures  should  not  be  taken  ly 
means  of  nublic  tenders,  fur  testing  tlic  question 
as  to  whetiier  this  improved  oommaaication  wonld 
be  ninre  expensive  cat  not  thsm  tiie  weaent  eom- 
mnnioation  ? — 1  do  not  think  it  would  be  wise  to 

take  that  step  until  the  measures  are  matured, 
and  it  is  quite  determined  what  to  do ;  because 
I  think  tlutt  otherwise  we  ^ould  he  placed  at  a 
diiMidvantnrre.  1  think  that  our  present  contract 
witli  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company  is  an 
advantageous  one,  and  that  ttie  temu  are  very 
moderate. 

231.  Admitting  that  the  service  is  satisfactorily 
performo<l  Kv  tli(»  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Com- 
pany, and  that  the  charges  arc  moderate,  how  are 
yon  to  get  at  the  question  of  increased  cost 
which  somcfi;ni  =  there  is  so  nnieh  difficulty  to 
provide  for,  witlumt  taking  some  lueaource  of 
that  kind  ? — I  think  it  is  impossible  at  present ; 
but  the  moment  it  is  settled  that  the  increased 
expense,  whatever  it  may  be,  shall  be  met  in  one 
of  the  ways  siis^i^i  sted,  then  wc  shall  lie  in  a  con- 
dition to  give  notice  to  Uic  Company,  and  to 
advertise  for  tenders,  which  ii  the  only  iM^sdhle 
means  of  arriving  at  a  safe  condusion  as  to  what 
tlie  cost  would  be. 

232.  The  contract  now  is  from  year  to  year, 
and  upon  a  year's  notice,  is  it  not? — Yes,  it  is. 

233.  And  do  you  coaj*ider  that  a  sufficient 
time  to  enable  any  competing  parties  w  ith  the 

Peninsular 
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PeiiiE'ular  and  Orioutal  Company  to  make  their 
|irep*rationa  ? — No,  I  do  not.  It  is  a  great  di?- 
«dnDtage  which  wc  ore  under,  but  an  advantage 
lAath  nie  F^nsnlar  and  Oriental  Company 
h^-i'  never  taken  advantage  of.  They  liavo  nctod 
vitli  gre»t  Uberolitj  and  forbearance,  in  n)y 
opidoD,  but  we  are  at  •  di«adTanta^  in  that 
TP^]lect. 

234,  But  the  public  arc,  to  a  certain  extent,  iu 
<dw  bands  ef  the  Pcnini$ular  and  Oriental  Com- 
puiT,  are  they  not? — To  a  certain  extent;  but 
It  the  same  time  I  think  that  that  eonld  be  met. 
Ir.  the  iL'cent  case,  for  instance,  nf  Atistralin,  wc 
were  in  a  worse  position,  for  then  the  PeninHular 
and  Oriental  Company  might  have  tcrnunated  the 
(Tintnict  at  six  months'  notice.  TIic  ^^■ay  that  wc 
met  that  case  was  this.  In  the  tenderfs  we  left 
it  to  the  parties  themaelTee  to  flay  when  tiiey 
ifaoald  be  vcAdr  to  commence  the  Nrrice;  ud  if 
«  verv  ^ood  cnet  had  been  reodyed  from  a  sub- 
ftantial  company  not  already  in  po^^?cs^^()n  of 
but  j)re|tared  to  expend  the  necessary 
eapttitl  in  building  shiite,  our  intention  was  to 
^  on,  ao  well  af  wc  could,  with  private 
ibi|>3  until  tlm  cumpany't^  new  ships  should  be 
renrly. 

^35.  Mr.  JVeffuelin.'\  You  had  a  contract  wiUi 
another  company  for  the  Auetmlian  service  eomc 
year?  ago,  had  you  not  r — Yen,  w  o  had. 

236.  Was  that  conducted  satisfactorily? — Very 
-fiir  indeed  from  that ;  it  was  oondneted  most 
mifcrably.  It  was  ns  ruinous  to  the  coropany  as 
it  wail  annoying  and  vexatious  to  us  and  disad- 
vantageous to  we  pobUe ;  in  fiwt,  it  was  »  com- 
plete break  down. 

237.  Mr.  Ckilderg."]  You  have  given  it  as  your 
opinion  that  the  cstal)li^liniont  of  a  weekly  service 
to  Bombay  would  reeult  in  additional  expense  ? — 
Tei 

238.  And  you  have  iVmo  thnt  on  tlie  under- 
gtanding  that  we  shall  keep  up  the  service  twice 
monthlv  or  fortnightly,  vhicheTer  it  nay  he  by 
GaUe  to  China?— rce. 

239.  That  service  by  Golle  to  Chinn  being 
also  necessary  for  tlic  onco  nmnthly  or  once  in 
four  weeks  service  from  Galic  to  AustraliA?— 
Ten 

240.  If  the  service  from  Suez  to  China  were 
only  once  a  month  iu^teaU  of  twice  a  month,  and 
Alt  diat  would  supply  the  MauritiiiB  and  Aus- 
tnfian  want,  would  not  that,  in  your  opinion, 
fininiih  the  amount  of  the  contract  with  the 
Company? — I  tliink  it  ]jrolfal)]\  would  t<>  some 
extent,  hut  not  to  any  lar^c^  extent  until  the 
traffic  with  OahmMia  is  so  dnmnished  that  they 
cao  take  ship^  off  from  that  line;  that,  I  think, 
i;  the  only  way  iu  which  a  material  saving  would 
be  eifected. 

241.  If  instead  of  a  twicc-a-month  service  to 
China  we  had  a  oncc-a-month  service  to  China 
«iiuH'cted  with  the  once-a-nioutU  service  to 
Amtralia,  we  should  get  credit  for  the  whole 
■Bonnt  of  the  Australian  eonttnbutioiis,  and  there 
Wiailtl  be  :^ome  diniinntion,  if  nof  a  large  diminu- 
tiuQ  in  the  Peninsular  aod  Oriental  contract, 
TToulcl  there  not? — Certainly. 

242.  Is  it  ncit  the  case  that  there  is  between 
Europe  and  C'liina  a  vli  v  cfticicnt  service  by  the 
French  Company  ? — Yes. 

243.  That  service*  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  is  once 
a  month,  and  not  once  in  four  weeks?— It  is  once 
in  the  calendar  nionth. 

244.  If,  liowcver,  that  service  was  once  in 
fear  weeks,  and  our  service  vas  once  in  fimr 
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weeks,  and  the  Australian  and  Mauritius  ser-  p  ti-n 
vices  were  once  in  four  weeks,  connected  with  ' 
our  service,  would  not  that  |pive  the  whole        13  Apnl 
the  present  poetnl  cornmnnimtion  whldi  we  have  i86ti. 

with  C'liina,  and  at  the  same  time  rcdiife  the 
amount  of  what  you  call  tlie  loss  — Probably 
it  would  Of  course,  however,  we  have  not  tho 
,2:ratuitou9  use  of  the  French  boats.  We  should 
have  to  pay  a  certain  sum  to  the  French  Govern- 
ment; and  if  tli  it  sum  were  greater  than  the 
la^g  by  the  discontinuance  of  one  of  tlie  ser- 
vices of  the  Peninsnlar  and  Oriental  Company, 
then  there  would  V'C  no  •yn]n,  l»nt  a  loss. 

245.  At  lca2»t,  wo  should  not  sutfcr  a  part  of 
the  present  loss? — I  cannot  say  absolutely;  I 
can  only  speak  speculatively. 

246.  Do  ^'ou  think  it  might  be  wise,  as  one  of 
the  alternatiTefl  for  meeting  ibm  increased  looa 
upon  the  once*a-weck  Bombay  aerviee,  to  en- 
dea^  our  to  use  the  French  Knc  of  madl  com- 
munication for  part  of  our  China  service? — I 
think  tliat  we  might  do,  with  respect  to  the 
IVeneh  Government,  as  we  did  witli  Belgium; 
that  is  to  say,  so  frame  our  tenders,  when  wc 
call  for  the  service,  as  to  enable,  T  will  not  say 
the  French  Government,  hut  the  French  con- 
tractors, for  it  is  not  the  French  Govanmenty 
to  compete  and  make  a  tender. 

247.  And  to  coui^)ete  for  one,  if  not  for  two, 
of  the  monthly  services  1 — Yes. 

248.  Do  you  believe,  as  &r  as  ron  are  aware, 
thnt  the  French  Company  would  ha^  e  .any  in- 
sufferable dithcultyiu  substituting  a  foiu-wcekly 
for  a  monthly  service  ? — I  cannot  say. 

249.  Have  the  Poet  Office  ever  had  any  neg(^ 
ciations  with  the  Frendi  Company  on  the  sub- 
jeet? — None.  If  the  French  (iovemiuent  were 
called  upon  to  increase  tlieir  subsidy  in  a  like 
proportion,  that  is,  by  1-I2th,  I  should  exped 
that  they  would  have  threat  difficulty,  because 
their  subsidy  is  a  very  heavy  one;  it  is  more 
than  four  times  that  wfiicfa  we  pay  to  the  Penin- 
sular and  Oriental  ComjAtty. 

250.  But  you  wonld  not  exclude  from  view  in 
any  future  arnin^ements,  ]iarticul.arly  if  they 
comprised  a  weekly  bumbay  service,  the  possibi- 

of  saving  something  through  the  means  of  the 
efficient  French  service  y — Ko,  I  nluMildaiizioaaly 
endeavour  to  include  that  service. 

251.  And  is  it  your  opinion,  upon  the  whola, 
that  such  an  arrangement  may  offer  eom,a  proqpeot 
of  diminishing  the  loss? — Certainly. 

2r)2.  With  retercnec  aijain  to  the  service  be- 
tween Galie  and  Calcutta,  you  arc  aware,  arc 
you  nol^  ihat  at  the  present  time  the  railway  is 
not  completed  bct\vcen  Bombay  and  CalcuttejOr 
between  Bombay  and  Madras  ? — I  am. 

358.  Is  it  not  the  result  of  that  state  of  thinSB 
that  passengers  returning  from  Madras  or  Cu- 
cutta  to  this  country,  ladies  particularly,  as  a 
matter  of  cour<!e  must  go  round  l>y  (Jialle  ? — Tt  is 
a  matter  upon  which,  of  course,  1  can  have  no 
precise  knowledjrc ;  but  I  presume  that  rery 
many  would  preicr  going  round  by  Galle 

254.  As  you  said  before,  is  it  not  the  case  of 
the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company  that  they 
mus|  keep  tip  that  service  between  Galie  and 
Madras  anil  Calcutta  on  account  of  their  passen- 

Sers  ?— That  is  what  they  said  when  we  last  aaked 
lem  about  it. 

255.  But  when  the  railwav  is  opened  from 

Bonibav  to  Cnlrntta,  and  from  Bombay  to  .Madras, 
would  there  not  bo  an  alternative  route  for  pas- 
aengers  through  the  Bhovter  «ea  voy^o  to  Bom- 
n  S  bay. 
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^.  At^  Ewj.  Lay,  autJ  a  very  pleaoant  railway  journey  to  Cal- 

  cutta? — A  journey;  but  whether  jdeauant  or  not 

13  Apjl    u  another  question;  it  is  one  I  aiiould  not  like  to 
l9So>r    perferm  myself. 

256.  At  any  rate,  any  (il)jo(  ti<in  which  the 
Peuimulur  auil  Oriental  Company  raised  some 
.  Tean  Kgo  to  redwnii|>  the  price  of  Aeir  ooDti»et» 
Lecaufe  thpv  mii^t  keep  up  paffcnrji^r-boats  from 
Galle  to  C'alv  uUu  by  railway,  would  Ue  consider- 
ably reduced  when  the  pouenccrB  were  carried 
from  Bombay  to  Catcuttii? --I  have  no  doubt 
from  «U  I  bive  hetrd  fren  Indian  efficen  and 
othcr8  on  tlie  Milgect  t]i*t  that  would  be  die 
case. 

957.  Thereftm,  would  it  not  be  prudent  to 

jui^tpnne  any  definite  cfmtract  liotween  the  In-r 
dian  (Tovernment  and  with  the  I'eninisular  and 
Oriental  Company  for  the  service  to  Ik>nibar 
until  thej  were  assured  as  to  the  probable  pae- 
senger  senice  between  Bombay  and  Cideatta  ? 
• — I  tiiink  it  wnulil  1k-  prinlent  to  ilcfer  entering 
into  any  permanent  contract,  that  is  to  eay^  lor 
A  lon^  eeriea  of  years,  but  if  tlie  oonfiaet  were 
toriniiuiMf  a*  otir  Au;<tralian  cnnfrart  is,  upon 
a  U(>tu;t;  ui  two  years',  1  do  not  think  that  there 
would  be  any  neceamfy  for  delay. 

258.  When  you  me  the  word  "  permanent," 
would  it  n(»t  be  prudent  to  delay  any  permanent 
anim^oiin'iit  i'm  tlir  siTvici-  lieiween  England 
and  Bombay  with  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental 
Company,  or  wltb  any  Stenniboat  Company,  until 
there  were  the  ineaiir^  of  testing'  w  lmt  wnuld  be 
the  facililie.-'  for  jiajjiii  iifjer  tiathc  Irum  Bombay 
tr>  Calcutta  V  — Certainly. 

259.  And  if  tboee  facilities  should  be  greater, 
do  not  you  think  that  the  Peninsitlar  ana  Orien- 
tal, or  an  \  (itliL-r  Steamboat  {'I'lniiaiiy  Mnuhl  I)c 
able  to  tender  for  much  less  than  what  tJiey  Siud 
some  year*  afro  they  would  tender  for  for  the 
adftitinr.al  service  to  Bombay  ?—<No  doubt  that 
wouUi  be  i^o. 

260.  Chtdrmmi.']  We  have  it  in  evidence  that 
the  line  of  oommunication  between  Bombay  and 
Calcutta,  and  also  between  BombsT  and  Madras, 
will  lic  cnmjilt  tt'd  within  n  reaMinaf>ly  short  time 
from  now ;  do  not  you  think  it  is  desirable  for  us 
to  take  measures  at  onoe  for  forestalling  that 
completion,  so  that  when  the  rtimmunication  is 
opened  it  may  be  immediately  availed  of? — I  do, 
no  d<iubt. 

261.  Mr.  (Jhilders.'}  And  not  to  contract  for  a 
fixed  sum  for  a  long  periotl  until  that  question  is 
tested? — Js'i)t  i'lr  a  long  pt  ri<i<l :  but  if  the  con- 
tract were  terminable  upon  a  couple  of  years' 
notice  that  mijrht  be  done. 

262.  Cha^'r//inn.~\  Have  you  a  jirinftil  copy  of 
the  Messagerits  1  iiue  Table  ? — We  have  a  return 
of  their  actual  performance  of  their  Toyaces ;  we 
instruct  our  own  officers  to  keep  a  recortT 

263.  Have  you  got  their  advertised  Time 
TabK      No,  r  have  not. 

264.  Will  you  be  able  to  procure  it  and  put  it 
in  fts  evidence  ?—  Y  ee. 

265.  Do  you  think  that  if  we  Iiail  a  weekly 
mail  from  Marseilles  to  Bouilmy  it  wouUl  ha 
necessary  to  keep  up  four  despatches  fn>m  .South- 
amptnn  to  Alexandria  monthly? — 1  do  notjbink 
thai  aUcraliuii  would  make  any  difference.'  The 
Post  Othce  inquired  of  the  company,  some  time 
tm>^  what  deduction  they  would  make  from 
their  eubndy-  At  that  time  we  had  three  boats 
from  Southampton  in  the  month ;  and  they  then 
said  that  they  could  strike  ofl°  5»000  ^  a  year,  if  I 
TCcollect  ri|pitly,  (and  my  memory  is  genwally 


very  ^ood  for  figures,)  if  we  would  relieve  tlicui  of 
one  oi  those  boats.  3ly  object  in  making  the  in- 
quiry was  to  see  whether  wo  oould  not  send  all 
OUT  muls  through  France  as  economically  a> 
sending  a  ix)rtion  of  them  e/ii  Southaniiition ;  and 
I  found  that  that  deduction,  as  compared  with  the 
heavy  ]>ayment  that  we  have  to  make  to  France 
for  tran.>it  iliniu2;}i  that  country,  wdild  leave  us 
greatly  the  lusers  by  the  chuuge.  Time  went 
on,  and  a  fourth  boat  was  put  upon  the  Soutbi 
ampton  aervioe,  and  1  think  we  were  odUied  upon 
to  pay  5,000  /.  a  year  for  that  boat ;  and  again 
the  question  ani.-c .  1  think  it  was  wIk  n  T  w  a? 
about  to  go  over  to  Pwis  to  attenii  the  Postal 
Congress.  It  has  always  been  my  wish  to  seethe 
wlidie  of  tlic  niail^  ;^eiit  tliroiigli  France,  and 
again  i  put  tlie  question  to  the  Comjiany  what 
deduction  they  would  make  if  we  raheved  them 
ot  this  bouthampton  ao-vice.  They  said  that 
they  could  not  reduce  the  enbsidy  at  all ;  that 
there  wa.'*  then  traffic  enmiph  by  the  Smilli- 
ampton  route  to  require  all  four  boats ;  that  they 
could  not  withdraw  a  boat  even  if  we  withdrew 
our  mail :  aii'l  therefore  they  could  not  reduce 
tlie  subsidy. 

266.  Chuirmati.'J  Looking  at  it,  not  with  refers 
enoe  to  the  cost  ol  the  aenioe,  but  pmrely  from 
a  post  office  point  of  view,  with  reference  to  die 
])ublic  conveiiieiu  e  in  tlie  tr;!ii.-niIt->ion  of  the 
mails,  do  you  consider  tlmt  it  woidd  be  necessary 
to  liaA  c  four  miuls  annoath  to  Alexandria  from 
Soiitliunijitcin.  and  r?Vv'  rem/i.  if  yon  Imd  a  v/eekly 
cmuuiuuieatioii  trom  Marseille!-  t<j  AlcJtaiulria  ? — 
Nut  irre><iiective  of  expense. 

267.  What  is  the  general  character  of  the 
despatches  which  are  eent  !)y  way  of  SoTithain]>- 
tiin,  a^  contrasfei^l  with  those  .-ent  liy  w&y  of 
Marseilles? — First,  all  heavy  official  com  inn  nj- 
catinns  go  by  way  of  Southampton,  and  no  doubt 
nil  the  soldiers'  letters,  (and  we  know  that  our 
troops  are  numerous  in  India,)  otherwise  they 
would  not  be  conveyed  at  1^  a~picce;  then 
there  is,  no  doubt,  an  immense  number  of  news- 
jiapcrs  that  go  that  way  because  they  are  chained 
more  heavily  the  other  way;  and  I  pret^iiuie  that 
the  poorer  class  of  writers  who  do  not  care  much 
about  time,  and  other  vrriters,  where  they  were 
not  pressed  for  time,  prefer  the  clica]ier  route. 

268.  Have  you  ever  made  any  j)roj)osition  to 
the  French  GoveranMat  for  redneuig  ihdr  ratss 
of  postage  ? — Yes. 

269.  What  is  the  reply  that  they  have  gUcu 
to  you  ? — They  do  not  meet  our  views, 

ie70.  Do  they  stick  to  the  Ad.  t — 1  do  not  say 
that  they  stick  to  the  4d,t  the  cliarge  is  not  in 
that  nliape.  They  ihar<;e  U6  so  much  (  lOrf.)  au 
onncH- ;  and  knowing  that  tliere  are  more  than 
;\v<i  letters  to  the  ounce  (in  fact,  there  are  about 
three  letters),  we  i^iarge  the  public  4dL  £or  a 
half-ounoc  letter. 

271.  And  the  French  post  office  take  your 
return,  1  presume,  of  what  you  send  ? — Yea,  they 
do ;  and  we  take  their  return,  in  dmilar  eases. 

272.  1  hey  h.ive  no  means,  have  tin  y,  n."  your 
mails  aic  closed,  of  ascertaioiug  for  themselves 
what  arc  the  contents  of  the  mails? — Xo;  but 
if  thty  take  our  accounts  we  lake  their  ae- 
countt.  uf  the  mails,  which  they  send  by  uor 
packets  to  America,  India,  and  elsewhere. 

273.  Air.  IVepulin,}  You  have  been  aaked  by 
the  (^udrman  whether  an  arrangement  oould  be 
made  with  tlie  French  r!o\  ernuient  or  fheFrencli 
Meseageries  to  carry  once  a  mouth,  and  you  have 
infimned  us  that  the  labudy  given  by  the  Freneh 

Gruvenuttcnt 
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Gnvernnient  is  four  or  five  times  the  subsjcly 
giren  to  tlie  Pcninsulax  and  Oriental  Company? 

274.  Yell  infer  from  that,  I  suppose,  that  the 
1<M8  to  tlie  French  Government  must  be  greater 
tlum  otur  loeu  in  carrying  the  oomqNwdence  of 
tke  conii^  to  the  East  ?— Vee. 

275.  Therefbre,  'if  we  divide 
gpondence,  and  one  quarter  goes  by  the  French 
steamer,  the  French  Government  would  be 
bearing,  in  pobt  oi  &ct,  one  quarter  of  the  loss 

UT  iTiw  iiiriir,  or  slimilJ  incur,  if  we  had 
a  weekly  cumiuunicaliou  (mrselvcs  ? — I  cannot 
gay  that^  Wliatever  we  might  pay^  them  woold 
he  in  diminution  of  their  loes. 

276.  Bnt  still  iliey  would  mffer  »  lose  from 
n  :  -\'et',  from  tlmr  packets,  I  ahould  diink  • 
my  heavy  lo». 

277.  Do  you  think  that  it  would  be  a  per- 
luanent  nrniiiL^ement  with  the  French  Govern- 
meot,  an<i  that  if  we  depended  entirely  for  one 
pmrtion  of  our  oommunioation  upon  than,  they 
would  continue  to  ciny  our  eorrHpondenoe  ania 
yet  sufTer  a  lose  by  it?— I  thinlt  they  wonld  only 
Itt-  Uiii  happy  to  continue  t<i  carry  our  currc- 
nondeoce*  beoauee  it  would  be  really  no  loss  to 
ttem— it  wonld  be  a  gain.     Every  pound  of 

letft-re  that  vrc  Sfnt  by  their  s^htp-s  wonM  be  SO 
tkr  a  diiuiuutioQ  ot  the  lono  arlismg  I'rom  their 
cubsidy. 

278. '  Might  they  not  Hay  tliie:  This  service 
coeta  us  so  much,  and  that  divided  up^m  the 
corresp<iinI(jiiee  would  eoine  U>  ho  much  an  ounce 
or  eo  much  a  letter,  and  we  call  upon  you,  as  you 
depend  npon  ne,  to  pay  na  so  muoh  an  ounce  ?— 
Yes,  but  thr  y  would  call  in  vain;  we  ehonld  not 
liaten  to  ^uch  an  appeal. 

279.  And  we  woidd  then  have  to  i^ubatitute  a 
terrice  of  our  own  ? — Yes ;  and  Imowing  that 
they  wonld  not  drive  ua  to  it. 

280.  Our  service  is  conducted,  is  it  not,  for 
about  one-fifth  of  the  aubeidy  wliicb  the  French 
Govomnent  pay  to  their  company  ?— Nearer  a 
fourth;  between  a  fourth  and  a  fifth. 

281.  Mr.  6'taHsf'eid.]  You  stated,  did  you  not, 
Aat  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company  pro- 
posed to  charge  60,000  /.  a  year  for  an  extra  fort- 
niLrhtlv  service  from  Suez  to  Bombay  ?  — Yes,  for 
two  additional  services  in  the  calendar  month. 

282.  Have  jou  not  had  offieial  oonununkation 
with  reference  to  a  diflbrent  and  vevy  mndi 
clir  aju  r  offer  which  has  recently  boMl  made  to 
the  Government  of  Bombay  ? — Yea. 

283.  Do  you  recollect  the  terms  of  that  offer  ? 
Yr^:  •_'  !  o<M)/.  ii  year,  bnt  at  a  epeed  of  only 

cit,'ht  knot,-^  an  hour. 

284.  That  is  one  knot  per  hour  lower  of  wpetA 
than  the  present,  is  it  not  'i — Two  knots.  * 

S8fi.  I  thought  you  stated  that  the  average 
fpeed  to  Bombay  was  only  nine  knots? — Tlu'v 
are  bound  to  have  boats  able  to  run  at  a  speed  of 
tea  knots  an  hour,  hot  as  1  say,  of  eonrse  they 
faniifit  Tin^'igate  in  a  straight  line  ;  and  when  yon 
come  to  judge  of  the  actual  performance,  you 
must  not  expect  that  boats  able  to  run  at  ten 
knots  an  hour  will  perform  the  voyage  at  that 
fpeed ;  btit  they  are  bound  to  have  boats  th^ 
can  run  at  that  sjieed,  and  they  are  now  nubjccf 
to  penaitiee  and  premiums  foundeil  upon  that  cal- 
CUBPtion.  That  system  has  as  yet  been  in  opera- 
tion only  a  short  time,  but  during  that  time  their 
premiunie  have  very  considerably  ojccoeded  their 
MBslties,  showing  that  there  is  a  band  jUe  per* 
nmnanoe  at  that  rate. 
0.43. 
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28f).  Do  you  remember  whetlicr  in  flie  pro-  F  J/'"  T-1»q, 
ptMial  of  the  Bombay  and  Bengal  Gouifiauy,  as  I 
think  it  was  called,  they  intimated  their  expecta-  K 
tion  that  after  n  certain  time  they  would  be  able 
to  ensure  a  greater  epeed  ? — No,  it  did  not  come 
to  us  in  that  shape ;  all  our  knowledge  is  from 
an  official  letter  from  your  own  offioe,  inforniing 
m  that  the  offer  had  been  made,  die  nature  of  the 
offer,  and  that  it  liad  been  rejected. 

287.  At  any  rate,  the  offer  was  very  ooasider- 
ablv  lower,  being  24,000  /.  instead  of  60,000  /.  ? 
—Yes. 

288.  As  1  umlerstand  it,  your  expeetatiuii  is 
that  if  we  were  to  endeavour  to  carry  out  a 
weekly  mail  to  Bombay,  it  must  result  in  an  ad- 
ditional Ion  of  charge,  either  to  England  and 
India  coi^jdntlyt  or  to  In^  alone?— Yes»  oei^ 
tninly. 

289.  That  vttn  stated  to  the  Comouttee  as  venr 

impression  1* — 1  ck. 

290.  But  ^-ou  wonld  not  be  piepartd  to  give 
that  as  a  positive  oonelnsion  i* — No. 

291.  1  our  impression  was  founded,  was  it  not, 
so  far  as  figures  are  concerned,  upon  thi*  oflfter  of 
the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Couijmny  to  perforin 
the  service  for  60,000  i  ? — Not  exclusiveiy  upon 
that ;  [  took  into  consideration  ihe  time  that  bad 
ela|>8cd,  the  incrcasiufi;  (i  affic  with  Bombay,  and 
other  maiteris  of  ihut  kiud,  and  I  then  formed  au 
estimate. 

292.  Did  you  take  into  consideration  the 
24,000/.  being  the  offer  of  the  Bombay  and 
15en>,'.il  Company? — Yes;  but  heariu'r  in  mind 
that  it  was  for  a  lower  speed,  and  knowing  that 
increase  of  speed  is  pnrcnased  by  a  greater  con- 
sumption of  coal  and  nicreased  cost  of  navifration. 

293.  Then  your  ciilculatiou  of  the  probable 
increased  cost  was  not  at  all  a  calouution  of 
what  might  be  the  cost  of  an  entirely  new  scheme 
of  service  ;  for  instance,  such  a  scheme  of  service 
us  fliat  \\hi<  li  has  been  put  to  you  hyjK»theticully 

by  the  Honourable  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  ?— 
I  have  allowed  for  that  as  well  as  I  can,  but  as  I 

have  said  I  should  not  be  very  ho;;eful  uiH>n  the 
subject.  It  would  be  very  desirable  to  bring 
the  thing  to  the  test  of  actual  experiment;  but 
considering  what  wo  should  have  to  pay  to  the 
French  Government  on  the  one  hand,  I  should 
not  be  very  hopeful  of  any  very  large  saving  or 
of  any  saving,  but  on  we  contrary,  1  should 
expect  an  increased  expense  so  long  ns  the  Pe- 
rinsulnr  and  Oriental  Coiniciuv  arc  oblii^cJ  to 
send  their  large  and  powerful  ships  to  Calcutta ; 
and  I  am  unable  to  say  when  they  wonld  he  able 
to  discontinue  them. 

294.  One  of  the  (questions  of  Mr.  Childers 
had  reference  to  tlie  tune  when  the  railway  from 
Bombay  to  Calcutta,  and  from  Bombay  to  2iiadnui 
would  be  completed,  when  probably  that  view  of 
the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company  WOuid 
lose  much  of  its  force  ? — Yes. 

i95*  But  then,  on  the  whole,  I  understand 
Tour  evidence  nnlv  ♦<>  iimount  to  n  general  im- 
pression that,  with  all  thusu  things  being  taken 
mto  con-sideration,  you  could  not  get  a  weekly 
mail  to  Bombay  without  probably  some  additional 
ooet? — Yes,  a  cost  which  I  have  estimated  in  my 

own  iniin!  at  about  30.000  /,;  and  I  can  state  to 
the  Coniuiittee,  brietiy,  how  1  arrive  at  it.  The 
present  cost  of  the  packet  serA'ices  to  India,  China, 
and  Australia,  all  of  whieli  arc  linked  tnsretber,  i.^, 
roughly  8peaking,3t]U,0lKi/.  a  year.  Tlies*  oerviees 
now  depend  ujion  the  calendar  month ;  and  so  to 
alter  them  as  to  make  them  depend  on  the  lunar 
.  B  4  month 
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iiiontli,  wotiltl  he  fo  add  onc-twclfth  to  the  dufy. 
intitcod  of  12  voyajres  to  Australia  in  the  year, 
yon  most  hnve  13  ;  instead  uf  having  24  to  China, 
yon  must  hnvo  ;  and  in~tciid  of  IS  tn  India,  you 
inubt  have  o'2  ;  m  tluit,  yuu  iiiciuase  in  ail  cases 
by  one-twelt'th ;  and  the  Feuiusular  and  Oriental 
Compuiy  bare  stated  that  they  would  be  pre- 
pared to  make  addition  to  the  servlee  w  a 
corrL-.-ponding  addition  to  the  subsidy;  and  tlint 
is  one-twelfth.  There  voii  have  30,000/.  added 
to  Ae  360,000  /. ;  but  of  that  30,000  / ,  10,000  /. 
haa  relation  In  the  Australian  sci  viee  nlone,  80 
that  you  mu^t  strike  that  oft,  bringing  the  sum 
down  to  20,000 Then,  I  csthnate  there 
mroiUd  be  an  tncraaBe  of  postage,  even  accoixling 
to  the  present  icale,  from  the  increaflcd  fiequcncy 
of  transiiiiHsiou,  and  the  impiwemcnt  which 
irould  take  place  in  thid  transmission ;  and  I 
eetimate  that  this  increase  would  be  about  equal 
to  the  20,000  /.  TUmh  all  that  remains  is  the  in- 
crease in  the  tleuiaiid  for  the  jiackel  service  by 
having  the  services  to  India  entirely  to  Bombay, 
instead  of  alternately  to  Bombay  and  Calcutta ; 
and  that  I  put  down  thi«  increnoe  at  30,000 
whicli  is  one-half  of  what  wa-i  a-ked  four  m-  five 
years  ago,  but  aomewhat  more  than  ia  asked  for 
•  service  at  the  rate  of  eight  knots  an  hour. 

296.  That  rnlculation  i.s  based  upon  the  present 
contracts  conUouing  predaeiy  as  they  are,  with 
the  exception  of  the  additional  mdb  to  Bombay  ? 

--Yc?.  toL^ethor  with  the  alteratkoi  from  the 
calendar  to  the  lunnr  month. 

297.  It  is  not  based  at  all,  as  I  traderrtand 
the  calculation,  upon  the  hypothesis  of  a  cimi- 
plete  change  of  tlie  system  of  postal  conimuui- 
cation? — ^If  you  call  it  a  complete  change,  the 

altcratiim  wojild  he  of  that  iintiire.  T  am  nvt 
aware  of  .any  otiier  change  tluit  could  be  attended 
with  a  saving  of  expense. 

29K.  There  is  the  change,  for  instance,  of  th.n 
employment  ot  the  French  service? — Yes;  thoy 
would  conic  iu  as  competitors. 

299.  Mr.  Chilft 
now,  are  they  notl 

tender  to  us  to  perform  all  the  services. 

300.  Surelv,  if  vou  took  off  the  fortnightly 
boat  from  Galle  to  ('hina,  that  would  be  a  saving 
of  some  kind,  would  it  not? — If  we  tonk  it  ntf 
absolutely,  it  would,  but  if  you  merely  use  the 
Freneh  lioat  instead  of  an  English  boat,  I  cannot 
aay,  with  certainty,  tliatif  would  save  aiivtliin;;. 

301.  According  to  your  present  calculation 
there  is  a  lose,  is  there  not,  on  the  China  service  of 
34,000/.  a  year  ?— Yes. 

.302.  If  the  China  contiTM-t  were  made  for  one 
boat,  instead  of  two  boats,  you  would  not  sutler 
the  whole  amount  of  that  lo8S«  would  yuu  ? — I  can- 
not answer  that  question. 

303.  Probably  y<in  would  not  ? — Probably  not: 
but  it  depends  unu  h  upon  the  vei|uircnKnt^  <.f 
oommercc. 

304.  On  the  other  hand,  the  employment  of  the 
French  service,  with  the  payment  to  tlie  French 
Govcrnntcnt,  involves  DO  loss  at  all  It  involves 
the  payment. 

SOS.  That  is  the  difference  between  the  amoimt 
of  the  jHJstagc received  upon  the  letters  and  the 
Amount  to  be  paid  to  the  French  Cioveriuneut? — 
Ifes;  we  put  the  cost  of  the  een'iee  un  one  side, 
and  the  amount  of  the  postage  on  the  other  -id". 
If  we  employ  the  French  boats  we  must,  titlier 
to  the  company  who  tender  to  |>erform  the 
aervice,  or  to  the  French  Government,  aocoidtng 
to  our  present  convention,  pay  so  mudi  •  yew. 


lilflers.']  They  are  comiHJtltors 
not? — Yes;  but  they  then  mip;ht 


306.  "Whieh  is  no  h-'<,  because  you  get  the- 
piwttige '{ — Yes ;  We  get  the  postage  iu  all  cases. 

307.  In  the  other  case,  you  not  only  pay  to . 
the  Freiu  li  company  the  amount  of  postage,  but 
you  pay  ^ouictliing,  which  in  the  technic:d  lan-r 
guage  of  the  Post  Office,  is  called  loss? — I  think 
you  will  find  that  it  comes  to  the  same  titing. 

308.  Mr.  H^i^uelh.l  Yott  have  an  ati»i^(ft> 
mcnt,  have  you  not,  with  the  hoats  from  BeW 
gimn  ? — Yes,  we  have. 

309.  But  the  Belgiom  packet  servioc  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  Government? — It  is  so. 

310.  It  is  not  a  contract  service,  I  believe  ? — 
Not  in  the  ordinary  sense;  it  is  with  the  Belgiom 
Government. 

311.  They  support  it,  do  they  not,  at  some 
losf,  for  the  sake  of  maintaining  a  certain  amount 
of  naval  service? — That  is  supposed  to  be  so, 
but  we  have  of  coarse  no  absolnte  knowledge  on 
that  point. 

312.  Mr.  Childerg-I  The  Government  them- 
selves in  that  case  are  the  contractors? — Yes; 
they  jilaced  themselves  in  the  position  of  private 
parties  tendering,  and  they  made  us  a  very 
ailvantageous  offer,  which  was  accepted. 

313.  Mr.  We^uelinJ]  Do  you  think  it  would 
be  wise  or  politic  for  this  country  to  depend  upon 
France  for  a  porticm  of  its  comnninicati<in  to  It^ 
eastern  possessions  ? — I  see  no  objection  to  that ; 
they  have  to  depend  upon  us  for  the  larger  part 
of  their  communication. 

314.  Do  yon  think  that,  as  a  general  rule,  it 
would  be  advisable? — Yt^  I  &  not  see  any 
objection  to  it. 

815.  Either  in  peace  or  in  war? — In  case  of 
war  some  tcmimrary  difficulties  might  ai'ise,  but 
I  think  they  wt>uid  not  be  sufficient  to  deter  us 
from  using  their  boats. 

316.  And  do  you  think  that  it  would  be  a 
dignified  proceeding  on  the  part  of  this  country 
to  throw  a  jKtrtion  of  tlie  loss  that  it  svutlers  from 
its  postal  communications  with  the  cost  u^on  the 
French  Government? — do  not  think  it  would 
be  ]iri«!?ib]e,  however  iiiuliLinified  it  iniirhtbc; 
I  tliink  tliar  the  Freuelk  would  eay  nay  to  any 
proposition  of  that  kind. 

317.  Mr.  ChiUUrt.']  Is  it  not  the  case,  with 
respect  to  South  America  at  tliis  moment,  that 
we  and  France  have  an  alternutc  lortui;;htly  com- 
munication > — Yes,  aud  we  work  very  jbarmo- 
nionsly  together. 

315.  And  it  is  the  ra?calso  with  respect  to  the 
W  est  Iiitlita,  that  we  aud  France  have  conunuui- 
cations  which  fit  into  one  another? — Ye?. 

319.  That  is  also  the  case,  I  think,  with  respect 
to  the  West  Cojist  of  ^Vfrica ;  we  and  France  have 
a  line  of  communication? — \o,  I  think  not. 

320.  \Not  to  Senegal  ?— X  think  not;  there  was 
a  Portngnese  line,  but  we  found  it  so  irregular 
that  we  conhl  not  use  It. 

321.  But  with  re-spect  to  the  West  Indies  and 
South  America,  we  alternate  with  France  f— I 
should  hardly  say  that  we  alternate  with  them 
with  respect  to  the  West  Indieji ;  we  scial 
lettei-s  by  their  boats  which  go  there  ;  but  with 
respect  to  Buenos  Ayres,  Monte  Video  and 
Brazil,  it  is  a  regular  aiternatton. 

322.  Mr.  Wrt/iif/iii.']  The  original  position  wsi 
this,  was  it  not,  tlint  the  French  Government 
having  established  those  lines,  not  for  the  sake  of 
jirofit  or  h>.«s,  Iml  for  reasons  of  State,  with  m  hich 
wu  need  not  inlcrbne,  we  encourjLgc  .that  course 
of  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment by  coming  in  and  bearing  a  portion  of  the 
lott  whusk  iStty  inenr  by  supplying  them  with  a 
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pardon  of  the  corrcBpondcuce  which  otherwiao 
would  be  carried  \yj  our  own  veiweU? — Yea ;  we 
encourage  them  in  that  wftj;  hut  not  neerly  to 

ti  c  -.11110  extent  to  which  thoy  cncoiiraL^'o  ii?  by 
employing  our  boats,  which  they  use  I'ar  more 
Au  we  use  theirs. 

323.  Because  thcv  fi  id  it  profitable  to  do  ao? 
—Yes;  and  that  would  be  uiir  motive  fur  einploy- 

324.  Mr.  Chtlders."]  Did  we  not,  for  many 
v^ars,  run  alternate  contract  boats  with  the 
American  Government,  with  the  Cuttfttd  line, 
and  the  Collins  line  ? — Yc?. 

225.  That  was  never  looked  upon  by  the  Post 
Offce  M  *  dindvantigeons  anrnngement,  was  it? 
—No. 

32fi.  Mr.  ^Vt^itch'n.'}  Has  the  Collins  line  l>eeu 
liM^l  liy  the  American  Government? — Yee. 

327.  What  WAS  the  enbeidj,  m  compared  with 
onn?— I  do  not  know. 

32t^.  'Mr.  Stansfeld.']  You  read  a  letter  of  the 
Treasury  in  1856,  stadne  their  view  of  the 
quality  of  the  iuteretit  of  India  and  England  in 
tnc  China  miiil,  but  you  diil  not  etate  wlxithor 
tbit  view  was  acquiesced  in,  except  ao  far  that  it 
TIB  mhmitted  to  bv  the  Court  of  Directon  at 
that  time? — IVi  In\c  no  reason  to  suppose  that 
it  was  not  acuuics<:cd  in ;  but  anj  reply  on  the 
lolgeet  would  not  come  tova ;  it  woidd  go  to  tibe 
Treasur)'. 

329.  Are  you  not  aware  that  that  dedaion 
wv  protested  agaiiiaty  and  wis  only  mbmitted 
toil?— No. 

330.  OuKnamu]  In  the  event  of  ihe  service 

bc'ini:  established  nctvrecn  Suez  and  Bombay,  as 
propi^eii,  wuuld  there  be  any  objection  on  the 
part  of  the  Post  Office,  with  the  view  to  aaving 
time  to  the  vessel  not  calling  at  Aden?— None, 
whatever. 

331.  Does  the  contract  with  the  Ciinard  Com- 
mspj  leave  a  loss,  or  does  it  result  in  a  gain  ?— 
1  large  loss ;  a  lose  of  nearly  100,000 1  a  year. 

332.  What  loss  does  the  Brazil  "crvicc  leave? 
—It  does  not  produce  any  lo*s  now  ;  it  is  eelf- 
(upportin^. 

333.  What  is  it  in  the  case  of  the  West  India 
Pacific  service  ? — The  West  Indian  service  ts 
attCDtled  with  u  heavy  loss,  about  80,000/.  a 

.jm;  but  the  Facile  service  is  nearly  self' 
npporbng. 

334.  So  that,  in  point  of  fact,  tin-  lo^s  upon 
tbe  India  service  pru^>er,  compared  >vith  tho^c 
jva  have  mentioned,  is  the  least  largest  lo^s  sus- 
tained in  the  case  of  any  contract  ?-~It  is  dbout 
the  same  as  the  West  Indian  loss. 

33  J.  W Oukl  the  Post  Office  consider  the  ques- 
tion uf  the  profit  or  low  upon  the  India  service 

itself,  or  would  it  tdce  it  into  account  fai  con- 
junction with  the  total  lose  Buetaim  <1  by  the  Poet 
Office  upon  it,-i  \vliolc  hiisiuess? — J  he  I'ost  Office 
is  very  much  avenge  to  loss  of  any  kind  on  any 
part  of  its  business  ;  it  is  a  constant  object  with 
iw  to  diminish  and  ultimately  to  do  away  with 
loss.  As  regards  the  Cunard  service,  we  lately 
Mrved  them  with  notice  that  at  the  eariiest  poe- 
Ale  opportunity  we  shonld  temunate  their  COB" 
tnict ;  ami  with  flio  termination  of  that  c-ontracf 
we  tuliy  expect  that  the  present  heavy  luss  will 
•lio  wholly  terminate. 

336.  Have  you  any  objection  to  "rive  the  same 
notice  to  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company? 
—\  should  have  no  objection,  except  for  me 
iMoa  that  I  have  stated,  that  if  we  do  «o  pre« 
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maturely,  we  may  get  into  a  scrape,  and  have  to  y.  iWfl^Ksq, 

pay  a  great  deal  more  than  we  do  now.   

337.  In  point  of  fact,  the  Peninsular  and     j  a  April 

Oriental  Company  have  the  Nvhip-liantl  of  the  1B60. 
Post  Office?-— Just  so;  but  seeing  how  they 
Iiave  got  the  whip-hand  of  ns,  they  nave  beliaved 
with  great  forbearance  and  lilterality. 

3.38.  Mr.  Wi-auiiiu.]  Ila?  the  Post  Office  now 
a  contract  with  the  French  Company  Govern- 
ment for  an  alternate  communication  with  Brazil '{ 
—No. 

;^39.  Mr.  Childers.]  You  have  an  arrange- 
ment with  the  French  Government  under  which 
they  send  your  lettt  rs?— Yes,  wc  have  an  ar- 
rang;omcnt  nmler  wliieb  tbey  j^cnd  our  letters,  and 
ihe^  luae  ua  arraugemeul  under  which  we  send 
their  letters. 

340.  Mr.  ffMutiin.}  Is  it  a  contract  at  so 
mnoh  a  year? — ^No*  we  pay  bo  much  an  otince ; 
we  pay  them  12dL  an  ounoe,  and  they  pay  us  lid, 
an  ounce. 

341.  Do  they  pay  you  anything  dtfierentfrom 
what  you  cliarge  tlie  ]>ublic? — Yc?. 

342.  What  do  you  charge  the  public  ?— That 
is  different  to  different  places.  To  the  Brazils 
and  the  Argentine  £epublic  we  chaige  1  s.  per 
half-ounce  letter. 

343.  In  the  case  of  your  making  an  alteration 
in  the  postal  service  to  the  East  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple as  the  service  to  tiie  West  is  conducted, 
would  you  contemplate  making  a  contract  with 
the  French  ^Mcs^gerics  Imperiales  Company,  or 
with  the  French  Government? — I  think  the  best 
way  would  be,  as  I  say,  so  to  frame  our  tenders 
'dnt  the  Memageriee  might  make  an  offer,  and  if 
their  offer  as  a  company  were  more  advantageous 
to  us  than  the  terms  under  which  we  can  send 
letters  by  means  of  Hie  eottvention,  we  ahoold 
accept  their  offer. 

344.  Do  you  think  that  it  would  be  an  equit- 
able thing  on  the  part  of  the  GK)vemment  that  u 
company  which  ia  jsubeidised  at  the  rate  of  four 
or  five  times  in  the  way  winch  the  English  com- 
pany i?  subsidised,  should  bc  allowed  to  comjietc 
on  the  same  terms  for  the  carrying  of  the  maiia  ? 
— 1  do  not  see  any  doparture  firom  equi^  in  that 
matter. 

345.  So  that  you  sec  no  inconvenience,  in 
short,  in  this  country  giving  up  its  whole  postal 
service  to  India,  provided  the  French  Govern- 
ment would  bear  the  lose  wUdi  u  now  incurred 
by  the  Post  Office  in  carrying  the  mails  ? — As 
that  is  not  yet  in  contemplal^ion,  I  would  rather 
not  give  an  opinion  upon  it> 

34(j.  You  say  that  you  pee  no  inconvenience 
iu  contracting  upon  equal  terras  with  the  French 
Governraeut  ana  with  an  English  company  which 
is  subsidised  at  about  one>fburth  of  what  the 
French  company  receives?— No,  I  do  not  see 
any  oltjection  whatever. 

347.  From  that  the  natural  inference  is,  tliat 
we  might  give  up  the  wliolc  of  our  service  with 
Tii'!ia,  provided  the  French  Government  would 
bear  the  1o!*b  which  the  Post  Office  now  incurs? 
— That  does  not  neoeflsarily  foUow,  in  my 
opinion. 

348.  CSIafrmiitt.]  Is  there  not  some  difference 

between  a  jnirtial  use  of  the  French  service  and 
the  entire  use  of  it  ?— Yes ;  it  may  be  ol  extreme 
importance  that,  periodically,  we  should  have  the 
means  of  sending  Govenunent  despatches  by  our 

O  A  n  l>oat)>. 

349.  Mr.  H'effuelin.^  What  interval  would  v<ni 
like  to  have  between  the  oommunicatioos  with 
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F.  HSR^  Eaq.  the  Eaat  by  means  of  our  own  etcamen ;  once  a 

—      month  or  on<-(>  a  ymr  ? — I  have  not  been  required 

13  Aiiril     to  consider  thut  jjolm. 

•Itect.  850.  Mr.  Childcra.l  Vuu  i  cm-xiiler  tli^it  the  la^^t 

course  to  take  would  be  to  give  the  Meesageriea 
an  opportunity  of  tendering'  for  the  altemste 
service  ? — Ve>'. 

851.  You  would  uot  exclude,  ot  coiin^e,  the 
■neti'er  of  the  French  Government,  if  they  would 
npn  f  fo  a  rate  ujKjn  letters  ior  the  alternate 
6el  ^  ice  .' — There  is  no  (leoasion  to  put  that  que**- 
tion.  heeaure  we  have  it  in  the  conventiun  that 
we  are  both  boimd  to  carry  letters  tor  each  other. 

302.  For  dhe  alternate  service  once  in  four 
wec'ks  iji.~t<'a(l  (iforK  c  :i  iiicuth? — No. 

:k>3.  Probably  it  wnuKI  be  prudent  to  ask  that 
quoFtion  before  anything  \^as  definitively  done? 
—  Ye.-^:  T  think  it  woulu. 

3,)4.  i  /t(ttrniau.]  Oue  word  with  regard  to  the 
Italian  route  ;  have  you  anything  further  to  8ay 
or  to  put  in  with  reterence  to  the  proj^c^  which 
hao  Wen  made  with  respect  to  utjlizing  the 
Tt:>'  :in  ■•\-tiin?  X<i,  iKufiinj;  furtlit  r  :  v  1  ■  nrv 
waiting  now  for  the  report  ^A'  Ca|naiu  I;.  I>  r. 

.^55.  Upon  readin|(  the  eorrenpondence,  nia^ 
we  nut  assume,  as  the  concluHion  to  which  it 
briiip."  UK.  that  no  long  iih  the  connuunication  over 
Mont  C'euia  is"  inconijilete.  and  so  long  as  there 
is  only  a  ainele  line  of  railway  from  Turin,  or 
rather  irnm  Susa  to  BrSndisi,  tt  10  hardly  worth 
the  whib  of  tbc  Knglish  (irts orniueiit  tn  pureue 
a  uesotiatiiin  iiaving  for  it^  inmiediuie  object  the 
nibetitntion  of  H^ind^^i  for  Marseilles  as  the  inirt 
of  d(  jiartiirc  for  Alexandria  from  Kurope? — That 
is  our  u|>inion  as  regards  Aloiit  Cenis ;  but 
whi-ther  ii  ir*  ncce^-ary  to  require  that  the  lines 
should  be  made  double  is  a  question  upon  which 
CaptMn  Tyler  will  report 

.fsA.  You  are  waiting  then  for  his  report? — 
Yes. 

367.  And  therefore  now,  probably,  we  may 
arrive  at  tbo  ronclusioQ  that  15  houra  is  the 
largest  amount  ot  time  that  wuidd  be  saved  by 
using  Brindiei  No  :  we  expect  a  larger  saving 
m  time  than  that ;  31  hours. 

3.1s.  At  tlie  present  moment  is  not  that  the  ex- 
ptTti  (1  si\  iii^  .'  At  tlir  |in.'-riit  Diitnn  tit  wo  think 
that  the  |trt>l>abiiiry  ie  thut  instead  of  there  beiug 
a  saving  of  tinte.  taking  irregularities  into  aoeount, 
therr  wdubi  bp  a  l()n«. 

3  >y.  Hai*  any  ssuffgi'stion  been  made  to  the 
Poi*t  Office  with  iriranl  ti>  -ailing  from  »ny  other 
port  in  Italv  thau  iirindi«i,  fur  the  purjiose  ol 
sending  on  tne  mails  to  the  East? — ^Yes. 

3*>i>.  liar  Xa|ili  -  In  ch  nameti  ? — Yes. 

361.  Doet"  that  come  from  any  authority  V — I 
know  from  pcrHonsl  conver.«ati(iii  witii  (  aj  tain 
Tvb  T  tliai  he  hn^  n  vfrj'  good  opinion  of  Xajjlef*, 
and  I  Jiiii  mtliuoil  iiiVi-clf  to  think  that  the  chances 
arc  in  favour  of  Naples. 

362.  At  the  present  moment  the  fact  is  that 
you  are  waiting  for  a  final  report  from  CaptMn 

Tyler  ? — Qiiiu; 

3t>3.  Mr.  Childcrs,']  If  it  not  the  cafe  that  one 
of  the  main  objections  to  ueing  the  Brindisi  route 
ha*"  b(  (  n  tli;it  nt  prr=rnt  tin  r'c  i-  u<i  (la\  mail  from 
Parih  lo  Italy  : — 1  cunuot  wiy  that  that  hit*  been 
considereil  a  main  objection. 

364.  Has  not  that  objection  gone  through  the 
whole  of  the  correspondence  with  the  head  of  that 
department  iti  the  French  Govenmieat? — ^Yesiy 
with  the  French  Postmaster  General. 

86^.  Has  not  one  of  the  grave  objections  been 
that  the  route  through  Italy  would  involve 
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j^eiiding  t!ic  letters  from  here  in  the  morning 
instead  of  sending  them  in  the  evening,  there 
being  no  day  mail  from  I'arif  to  Turin  .' — That  is 
an  objection,  but  not  a  very  material  one. 

366.  That  clearly  is  an  objection  which  in 
process  of  time  could  be  ^t  over?— Yes. 

:',07.  With  rcu'ai''!  tn  I*rimiiri  itf^t-lf,  '»  it  not 
the  cafe  that  the  I'ost  Othcc  are  satislied  tlial  for 
landing  and  emlmrlang  sufficient  facilities  would 
be  found  there?- — At  pre.-ent  the  case  i-  iil>tful. 
The  Admiralty  i  cpui  l  that  Brindisi  ie  u  -uiublc 
harbour  for  such  ve;>sels  as  would  be  reijuired  for 
the  Indian  service,  but  on  the  otlier  hand  there  ia 
a  report  irom  a  gentleman  who  was  emjdoyed  by 
tlu  I'cuiii.-ular  and  OHi'iital  Company  to  eurvey 
the  uroujul,  who  seem.-   t"  inade  a  very 

eareiul  examination,  an'!  rnim  hU  report  one 
would  sujtpose  that  the  harbour  recjuires  a  con- 
siderable expenditure  ujnm  it  before  it  would  l>e 
ready  in  all  re.sj>ect-'»  for  ■<uch  use. 

36U.  1  suppose  the  effect  of  going  from  Brin* 
dist  would  be  that  roti  would  get  wwne  further 

tiiinn  !'"!•  tlir  Mfditt  rrani-a!i  ti'atT;c? — If 
we  went  to  Brinciiisi,  wti  !>lioid»i  gf;t  one  kind  of 
competition,  hut  we  should  lose  another. 

30!).  Y^n  would  lose  the  ^Icsflageriesy  -Ycf", 
we  should  l  -^i'  the  Messageries  ;  and  we  should, 
no  doubt,  increase  largely  the  sum  which  the 
Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company  would  demand 
for  the  service.  If  we  tonehed  at  Naplea  or 
Ke<rgi'i.  ilu  II  flu  li  lals,  both  of  the  l\'nin.«'u!ar 
anti  Orii  iiUii  (Joiinjauy  and  of  the  MessagerieSj 
without  deviatingmnn  their  course,  might  readily 
lake  in  the  mails. 

370.  Is  not  Keggio  a  litth'  uearer  Alexandria 
than  even  Brindisi  ? — Yes,  a  trifle. 

371.  And  Keggio  would  be  quite  oonvenient 
for  the  Peninsular  and  (Mentel  Company? — 
Quite  so;  but  then  the  nulway  does  not  at 
present  go  to  Keggio. 

872.  Do  vou  know  when  the  railwav  i»  ex- 
pectetl  to  be  fitil-Iied  I\oir'_no  ? — .No;  the 
matter  is  so  nucoruin  that  I  i mid  not  venture 
lo  say. 

373.  It  has  been  suggested  tliat  the  line 
up  the  Tyrol  will  be  finished  within  a  short 

time,  and  tliat  tliat  route  would  be  available  :w 
au  alternative  route  j  lias  that  ever  been  con- 
sidered bv  the  Post  Office  ?— No. 

374.  Has  the  line  over  the  Brenner  and  by 
Verona  been  considered? — No. 

37o.  If  that  line  were  available,  yt)u  could 
then  he  eutireljr  indettendent  of  France  on  this 
ride  of  Alexandria? — Yes. 

'Am.  Your  mail-  !!>■  n  wouhl  go  thri>u'_di  Bel- 
trium? — Yes.  through  Belgium  and  Germany. 

■57T.  That  woidd  also  be  the  case  if  the  pro- 
ject were  earned  out  of  t  in  eying  the  mails 
over  the  Saint  Gotliajxl,  through  Switzerland  ? 
— Y'es.  as  far  as  that  particniar  alteration  goes. 

378.  Whidi  is  now  m  eontemplaUon  b^  the 
Ttalian  Government?— I  am  aware  that  it  ia. 
to  Switserlandf  at  present,  byway  of 

France. 

37y.  But  you  have  an  alternative  service  by 
way  of  Belgium,  bavr  vou  iinl  ? — Ye«.  wr  have. 

3HI).  C/inirmafi.^  Will  yiu  lurnisli  the  Com- 
mittee with  thepnnted  time-table  of  the  Mesi^a- 

Series  Compan^>  and  the  table  of  arrivals  and 
epartures,  which  I  think  ynn  are  now  gup))Hed 
with  by  your  mail  a^t      ? — Yi  >.  I  will  put  it  in. 

381.  Will  you  also  put  in  in  detail  the  last 
annual  ad^iutment  of  expenditure  upon  die  Indian 
mail  services  ? — Yes,  it  shall  be  prepared. 
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Gmptaia  Zkksa  BKimiB,  c  b.>  gbU«<1  in ;  Mud  ExRinined. 


38a.  ^'Aatrmm.]  You  were  formerly  in  the 
Indian  Navy,  were  you  not?— Ye -i. 

383.  And  you  have  been  employed  for  dome 
time  at  Calcutta? — ^Tee,  in  charge  of  the  Marine 
Deimrtment  of  Calcutta  foi  four  years. 

31^4.  You  have  .-<i!en  a  sn^at  deal  of  serrioe 
upf.n  the  r^iHulicrn  roast  of  Ai»bia,  have  you  not? 
— VeS}  and  in  the  Red  Sea. 

And  yon  ean  inform  by-and  hye  wh*t  is 
Uie  jrcncril  rbarnrtor  of  the  southern  coa-U  of 
Arabia  fur  telegraphic  purposes? — Yes, all  along 
the  *outh  coast. 

3S6.  With  regard  to  Aden,  are  there  any  re«r 
Mins  in  your  mind  why,  if  possible,  with  a  view 
(if  expediting  the  service,  ateamcrb  bound  fnmi 
buex  to  Bombay  ^ould  not  call  at  Aden  ? — I 
diould  ray  that  certainly  there  are  objeetione  to 
tbeir  callinix  at  Aden. 

387.  Wlutt  .IK'  tlvMtie  objections? — Aden  a 
tidal  harbour,  ami  deeply-laden  vcsselb,  such  as 
die  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company '»  veseek 
are,  cannot  leave  Aden  at  all  times  of  the  tide,  eo 
that  any  postal  communication  between  Suez  and 
liombay  la  liable  to  from  six  to  ten  hours'  de- 
tention from  tide  alone.  And,  in  tiie  second 
jilaco.  tlioy  cannot  leave  at  night,  or  they  very 
wldom  do ;  they  could  not  do  it  without  ri«k, 
tod  ih^  eerfeaiiuy  oonld  not  go  in  at  dght  with- 
out ri^. 

SflR.  Have  volt  considered  the  question  of  the 
establi^liiiiLiit  iif  ;i  line  of  packets  between  Suez 
and  Bombay  ? — I  made  it  my  special  study 
while  in  chai^  of  the  Marine  Department  in 
Calcutta,  and  I  bi-ought  it  prominently  to  the 
notice  of  the  Financial  Member  i>f  Council,  Sir 
Charles  Trevelj-an,  pointing  out  what  I  conceived 
to  be  the  very  inadequate  return  that  we  got  for 
the  monev  spent  upon  the  postal  communication 
between  En^rlaiid  aii''  India,  and  .-tronirlv  re- 
-i>mmeuding  that  the  service  should  be  rcmo<iificd. 

S89.  Was  that  representation  made  in  an  of- 
ficial r.'i'iii  Xc,  it  wn.=  made  in  a  demi-official 
nf)to,  wliicl)  he  iutorn^ed  me  he  had  sent  on  to 
Sir  Charles  Wood. 

390.  Do  you  happen  to  have  kept  a  copy  of 
that  communication  r — No,  I  am  afraid  not. 

391.  What  war-  the  -rcneral  view  at  which  you 
arrived — The  ecncrai  view  was  that  a  postal 
•mice  ongfat  to  oe  a  distinct  one,  entirely  set>a* 
rated  from  the  passenger  and  rnrp^n  service ;  that 
hy  placing  vessels  of  superior  speed  upon  the 
line  direct  to  IJttmbay,  without  reference  to  the 
China  mail,  Avhich  might  be  included  afterwards, 
there  was  nothing  to  prevent  a  weekly  communi- 
<a*ii  ;  Ijl'Iijl;  kept  u|i  between  England  and 
Bombay  in  some  con^derably  less  time  than  la 
done  St  present. 

^f>"2.  IIow  many  days  should  you  say? — My 
laleulation  is  tliat  liierc  is  nothing  to  prevent 
vesctels  running  the  whole  distance  at  the  rate  of 
12  kuottt  an  hour,  or  300  miles  a-day.  I  have 
not  got  the  distances  from  Marseilles,  but  my 
I  iL  tilatiou  ^va^«  that  we  should  land  uur  mails 
always  on  th«  morning  of  the  17th  day.  I  have 
a  netnorandum  upon  ttie  snbject,  which  I  shall  be 
happy  to  put  in. 

393.  What  sbsed  steamers  do  you  contemplate 
enij)loying? — I  think  it  could  be  easily  performed 
with  ve^tels  of  about  1,600  touB,  with  about  450- 
hsTBc  power. 

394.  What  oooiomptiioii  of  ooal  do  yon  oon- 
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template  ?— By  the  present  improved  syatem  of 
using  foni,  it  fould  be  done  with  somewhat  less 
consumption  than  is  done  now  by  the  Peninsular 
and  Oriental  Company's  shijt.  I  nhailld  calcnblte 
about  2|  lbs.  per  indicated  none  power. 

395.  Your  idea  was  that  those  steamen  might 
be  si<  ein])l<iyed  t"  run  between  Suez  an«l  Bom- 
bay, and  vice  ver$&^ — Yes,  in  ten  days.  There 
would  be  nothing  to  prevent  those  steamers 
conveying  passengers  and  a  little  cargo,  the 
whole  of  the  space  would  not  be  occupied  by  the 
mails,  iind  any  ]»a!<sengers  who  chose  to  push  on 
throiwh  Egypt  in  time  witii  the  mailoii  could  «!• 
ways  De  conTeyed  on  by  them.  There  would 
always  require  to  be  <iiie  t^inuo  vessel  at  Suez, 
and  she  could  load  with  40  or  50  tons  of  packages, 
which  meet  of  the  outward  cargo  consists  of,  and 
be  ready  to  weigh  the  moment  the  mail  arrives  at 
Suez. 

396.  And  there  being  weekly  communication, 
the  detention  in  .Egypt  would  be  of  much  less 
moment  tiian  now  i — Yes. 

397.  I'robabh'.  mam-  persons  i:;oln<j;  to  India 
would  preler  to  Btay  u  week  in  Egypt,  to  see  the 
sights  of  Egypt? — Yes,  they  would  not  be  hur^ 
ried  thriiiii^h;  they  would.  pr(»hably,  take  two  or 
three  (lays  in  Egypt.  The  Jjouthamptou  steamers 
must  continue  for  the  general  so  that  peo- 

?iie  doing  it  in  that  way»  may  go  out  quietly  to 
i^gypt,  remvn  !n  Egypt  a  few  days,  and  then 
go  on  by  the  mail. 

How  could  the  cargo  go  on  if  the 
steamers  were  to  carry  only  light  goods  ? — There 
would  have  to  ho  two  tntallv  <Iistinct  services  if 
thoy  are  tn  lie  j>eri"urnied  Balisiaclorily. 

31*!*.  i)i>  you  think  that  the  establishment  of  a 
thoroughly  complete  mail  service  between  this 
cotmtry  and  India  is  of  snffioient  importance  to 
justiiV  tli(>  establislnnent  of  it  upon  wlmt  would 
appear  to  be  rather  an  expensive  tooting  ? — Un- 
qnestionably. 

400.  You  have  been  a  considerable  lime  at 
Calcutta ;  can  you  state  what  is  the  general 
feelinc  of  the  lueroanlale  oommunity  Ihere  with 
-regard  to  the  preaent  aarvice?~-We  hare 
virtually  only  two  mails  a  month  to  Calcutta, 
because  the  seeund  Bombay  mall  is  always  de- 
livered before  the  letters  arrive  by  the  steamer 
which  comes  direct  to  Calcutta. 

401.  Crcnerally  thfy  are  within  a  day  or  twn 
of  each  other,  are  they  not  ? — Geuei-aliy  a  dav 
or  two  before.  The  Bombay  mail,  of  a  week 
later,  is  generally  delivered  at  Calcutta  from  one 
to  two  days  before  t|>e  Caleuttn  £rect  mail 
arrives,  so  that,  virtwUy,  we  have  but  two 
services  to  Calcutta. 

402.  That  is  the  Marseilles  p^irtiou  ?  —Yes ; 
both  mails  go  by  Marseilles  ;  but  the  .Marseilles 
and  Calcutta  direct  mail,  without  going  to 
Bombay,  conies  round  by  Ceyh)n,  and  we  only 
get  these  letters  delivered  two  days  after  the 
receipt  of  those  by  the  later  steamer  from  Mar* 
><eilie^  vi&  Bombay.  It  is  ])aying  all  that  money 
for  a  seivioe  which  is  not  rendered. 

403.  Tbrt  k  to  say,  a  sennce  from  which  the 
community  get  no  benefit?  -We  get  no  benefit 
from  it.  At  Madras  I  do  not  think  there  is 
more  than  from  12  to  1 8  hours'  difference  ;  so  that, 
even  at  Madras,  they  derive  only  18  hours' 
benefit,  but  nobody  else  does. 

404.  A«  fti  M  tbe  e^enditure  of  money  goes, 
CS  the 
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J,  Aexme. 
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Captain  mooey  that  is  expended  upon  the  main* 

J.  Mennie,    tenance  of  the  Madras  and  Calcutta  line  from 
— <-      Aden  is,    in   your  opinion,    monev  thrown 
13  April  a«»y?— Quite  ao,  eo  far     the  poetal  enwige- 
1866.      msntB  are  ooneenied. 

405.  Is  the  ooaununity  at  Calcutta  tolerably 
giiti-^ficd  at  the  present  time  with  the  iiKUincr  in 
which  the  PeninsuUir  and  Oriental  Coiupauy  per^ 
formB  ito  service  ? — I  have  nothing  personally  to 
say  against  the  Penin  n  ami  Or!  utal  Company, 
but  complaints  arc  tolerably  loiui,  i  think,  that  the 
eervlce  is  not  performed  satisfactorily. 

406.  Of  course  this  Committee  takes  no  cognis- 
ance of  passengers'  comforts,  or  the  complaints  of 
paistfoiigert^,  but  the  speed  of  the  vessel  is  all  they 
nave  to  deal  with ;  what  is  ^our  opinioD  with  re- 
gMrd  tothat?— I  lihink  it  ib  notorious  thst  die 
epeed  if*  (llarojtutably  slow  upon  the  Calcutta  line. 

407.  How  long  m  it  since  you  were  in  Cal- 
cutta?— I  left  two  yeari^  vLffx 

408.  Have  you  not  heard  of  any  material 
change  for  the  better  since  you  left  ? — No,  not  on 
the  Calcutta  line,  but  there  has  been  a  decided 
improvement  on  the  Bombay  line.  They  are 
keeping  very  good  time  on  the  Bomlwy  fine. 

409.  Mr.  Childers.']  Yon  staterl  that  you 
thought  there  were  disadvantages  in  touching  at 
Aden  between  Sues  aiid  Bombay ;  would  not  the 
effect  of  the  steamers  not  totiching  at  Aden  be 
that  there  would  have  to  be  a  much  larger  otock 
of  coal  kept  at  Suez  ? — The  vessels  that  I  pro-  - 
pose  to  run  would  carry  coal  for  tJie  whole  dia- 
tonee  witiurat  requiring  to  ooal  at  Aden,  and  the 
difference  of  expen-c  to  them  from  the  best  infor- 
mation tliat  I  can  obtain  vvouid  be  about  15  «.  per 
ton. 

410.  liut  woTild  not  the  result  of  their  not 
stopping  at  Aden  be  to  require  a  much  larger 
stocK  of  coal  to  be  kept  at  Suez? — Not  for  the 
mail  steamers.  It  might  or  might  not ;  but  that 
would  be  no  very  great  ooneeqnence. 

421.  Do  you  think  that  large  steamers  would 
run  from  JWinbay  to  Suez  and  back  ag^  with- 
out coaling  ? — No,  Aey  would  coal  at  Suez. 

412.  Do  you  know  anytliiiifr  of  the  comparn- 
tivc  price  of  coal  at  Suez  and  at  Aden  .'—1  think 
from  the  inquiries  I  have  made  that  the  price  of 
cool  at  Suez  would  on  the  average  be  16 «.  per 
ton  dearer  than  at  Aden. 

•11.1.  ITave  you  taken  into  consideration  wluit 
■Vhat  would  come  to  in  a  year? — Yes. 

414.  How  much  would  it  be  ?— I  sup{)ose  that 
my  vesaek  ore  to  expend  500  tons  of  cool  upon  a 
trip. 

■W'l.  I  J}  ton  52  tripe  dint  would  amount  to 
^6,000  tons?— Yea. 

416.  That  wooid  be  on  additiemal  eoet,  tiiere- 
fore,  of  20,000/.  a  year  upon  cool? — ^Ye«,  pro- 
bably it  would  be  so. 

417.  £.  20,000  is  a  Ecriou^  difference  for  the 
Government  to  pay,  is  it  not? — I  am  not  talking 
about  expense,  but  uf  the  necessity  of  improving 
the  communiettaon ;  you  certainly  must  Iato  to 
pay  for  it. 

418.  Mr.  fVegvelin.']  Tou  stated  that  ^e  rote 

of  speed  of  the  Peninsular  and  Orinifal  boata 
between  Suez  and  Calcutta  was  diercputably 
ahnv  ;  does  tliat  mean  that  the  company  nas  not 
kept  the  time  fixed  by  it.s  contract  ? — I  have  not 
got  a  copy  of  the  oontraet  to  rtjfer  to,  therefore  I 
cannot  say. 

419.  Chr  does  it  meop  that  the  rote  <tf  speed 
fixed  by  the  conli«et  is  in  the  opinioii  of  the 
oommunity  disreputaUy  •low?-— The  rate  of  the 


contract  is  too  slow,  and  my  belief  is  that  Ae 
contract  is  so  worded,  that  they  take  atlvantage 
of  it,  to  keep  time  by  running  about  eight  miles 
an  hour ;  that  Ihey  are  allowed  too  many  hours  of 
Stoppages  upon  the  route,  much  longer  thui  is 
neoessary,  so  tluit  they  can  complete  the  Toyage 
within  their  contract  time  at  about  eight  miles  an 
hour;  but  1  am  speaking  of  course  under  cor- 
recfeon. 

420.  Would  it  be  tlie  interest,  do  you  sujuw)??, 
of  the  Post  OflBce  or  the  Admiralty,  who  super- 
vise tiiis  contract,  to  make  such  a  disreputable 
compromise  with  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental 
Company  ? — I  do  not  CO&Stder  ^at  it  was  ^8- 
reputable  at  the  time  it  was  made. 

421.  I  am  referring  to  your  tcmi  of  disrepu- 
tably slow  ? — I  mean  disrei)Utably  as  compared 
with  the  speed  that  they  are  running  between 
England  and  America  on  that  postal  service,  or 
that  the  French  steamers  nm. 

422.  Have  you  ever  mode  any  oompariaoa 
between  the  two  ? — Yes. 

423.  Are  you  prepared  to  put  in  an  exact  com- 
parison between,  Ibr  instance,  the  Brazil  line  and 
this  country,  or  we  will  say  tlie  Guuard  line,  which 
is  supposed  to  be  the  quiefcest?— I  could  put  it  in 
if  I  could  get  the  returns. 

424.  Have  yon  seen  the  returns  ? — see  the 
time  occupied  by  the  Cunard  line  in  running 
between  Halifax  and  England,  and  1  compare 
that  witli  the  time  occupied  by  the  Peninsuhv 
and  Oriental  Company  between  Sues  aod 
Calcutta. 

425.  Have  you  seen  the  returns  between 
England  and  Halifax  ? — i  see  the  weekly  retoms 
of  veeseb  when  they  come  b. 

426.  Have  you  seen  also  a  return  of  the  time 
occupied  on  the  outward  voyage?'— I  do  not 
know  diat  I  have  seen  that ;  but  tin  Indiaii  Sea 
from  rny  knowledge  is  admirably  adapted  finr 
Bteam  navigation. 

427.  There  is  this  to  be  considered,  is  there 
not,  tliat  the  cnals  taken  In  at  Liverpool  or  at 
Ilaliikx  arc  jjcrfeotly  fresh  ? —Yci* ;  that  makes 
a  very  great  difference. 

428.  Whereas  the  cools  at  Aden  and  Bombay 
have  had  a  lon^  voyage  in  a  tropical  elimate.ond 
have  lieen  left  in  a  ironical  climate,  and  have  lost 
much  of  their  strcngtii  ?— Yes ;  but  on  the  line 
which  I  propose  we  should  take  in  our  coals  at 
Suez,  ana  they  would  not  have  been  vcrv  much 
exposed.     I'he  consumption  wouhl  nut  be  very 

treat,  so  that  there  would  be  no  necessity  for 
eepio£  a  large  stock.  There  is  the  railway 
across  mm  Alexandria,  and  you  ean  arrange  fur 
your  coal  with  as  great  certainty  as  you  can  for 
coal  from  Wales  at  Liverpool. 

429.  Mr.  Laird."]  Do  you  know  any  vcisel  of 
1,000  tons  and  4()(»-horsc  power  going  a  distance  of 
2,800  miles  with  500  tons  of  cou  at  the  speed  yon 
have  mentioned? — have  had  an  offer  from  a 
builder  to  prepar<"  n  li  \  essels. 

430.  Do  you  know  ilie  quantity  of  coal  taken 
by  the  New  Yoik  steamers? — ;  I  do  not  know 
that. 

431.  The  distance  Is  about  2,800  miles,  there- 
fore very  nearly  the  same  distance  SS  your  piO- 
posed  steamers  would  go?— Yes. 

432.  And  you  eal<Ni!ate  upon  a  speed  at  dbout 
12  knots?— Yes,  at  about  12  knots. 

433.  Do  you  know  any  veseel  yet  built,  of  the 
best  kind,  and  with  sU  the  improvements  that 
have  been  adopted,  that  can  go  at  that  speed  per 
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lioar  with  sueli  »  oomumption  of  coal  as  yoa 

ca!oula(e  ? — T  am  informed  that  vessels  wliich  are 
built  tor  tli(j  New  Zealand  service  from  New 
Zealind  to  Pftnama  tm  capable  of  iiorfonmiig 
diBt  gpced  with  that  consumption  of  cm]. 

434.  "We  know  that  offers  arc  made  v  ery  of  ten 
to  do  those  things,  but  do  you  know  of  any  in- 
stance in  which  it  has  hwn.  done  ? — I  say  that  I 
do  not  know  of  luiy  case  id  which  it  has  been 
(icno.  Inif  T  ;ini  qnotiiifif  the  opinions  of  eminent 
shiubuilders  who  tell  mc  that  tiiey  are  prepared 
t4  tnild  veaeda  capable  of  doing  it. 

435.  But  you  cannot  say  that  it  ever  ha.-5  been 
done  ? — Not  from  my  percsoual  knowledge. 

436.  Do  you  know  the  amount  of  coal  that  is 
icauired  to  drive  one  of  thoae  veaaela  acroaa  the 
Aluntie  at  Aat  speed  of  1&|  Imota  an  Inhit? — 
X  ' :  T  should  think  it  would  be  very  muoh  more 
than  I  mentioned. 

437.  -Mr.  Childers^  Do  yon  state  tbnt  the 
postal  ger  \ '  r  *Vom  Panama  to  New  Zealand  is 
performc(i  at  12  kuota  au  hour  / — No,  it  will  be 
T«7  ranch  .slower ;  but  the  Teaada  are  oapftble 
«f  going  at  that  speed. 

*SH.  Are  any  8ucb  veeads  conttvoted  for; 
have  any  ^^^ildc^8  contracted  to  build  them  ? — 
1  am  not  aware  whether  the^  have  or  not.    AU  I 
is,  that  I  bave  a  letter  in  my  podcet  from  a 
huilder  who  guarantees  to  do  it. 

439.  Do  not  shipbuilderB  gome  times  guarantee 
•  good  deal  ? — I  am  connected  with  a  ship-build- 
ing yard  myself,  and  we  always  perform  what  we 
gnanmtee. 

440.  "Ml-.  Laird.']  T  j)re8umc  you  are  aware 
that  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company,  as 
hail  been  stated  to-day  in  evidenee,  have  kept 
their  time  acenrding  to  the  contract? — Yts. 

441.  And  that  vessels  iu  order  to  go  at  10 
knots  average  have  to  goat  a  speed  of  12  on  trial? 
—Yes,  I  should  think  ea 

442.  It  is  generally  considered,  la  it  not,  tint 
yoH  require  a  speed  of  at  least  two  knots  more 
at  measured  mile  than  you  do  to  make  an 
iwerago  ? — Yes. 

443.  Till  II  vessels  such  as  you  have  described 
woald  require  a  speed  at  measured  mile  and 
Icwledof  14|  knots?— Yes. 

444.  It  ia  a  vistj  difficult  thing,  as  yoa  ace 
•ware,  to  get  that  speed? — T  ebounl  thmk  that 
the  French  boats  are  not  considered  superior  to 
the  English  boati).  I  stipuose  th:it  the  English 
bmUers  would  be  able  to  build  equally  as  good 

loat=i  as  tho?=e  employed  l)v  the  Mcs.sa^(!rios  Im- 
|)eriales  Company,  and  I  kut>w  tliut  iu  one  oi 
tkdr  Teasels,  in  very  moderate  weather,  with  a 
TetT  amall  amount  of  «ul,  we  ran  337  knots  in 
24  mure,  and  we  did  840  knots  agMiwt  a  heavy 
awth^wcater  in  the  Red  Sea. 


445.  Can  yuu  tdl  lit  what  tiidr  average  speed 
is  ?— The  average  on  that  passage  was  very  good 

indeed. 

44(i.  But  eAn  you  give  n«  their  general  aver^- 
flge  ? — i  have  no  ret)irn<»  from  them,  I  only  know 
what  1  saw  performed ;  wheu  1  waa  on  board  one 
of  their  vessels,  we  certainly  averaged  over  13 
knots  an  hour  the  whole  way  from  Calcutta  to 
Sues. 

417.  Sir  Charles  Bn'gfif.]  What  was  the  name 
of  the  vcHsel  ? — The  '*  Cambodge  "  was  the  vessel^ 
from  Galle  to  Suez,  the  other  was  the  first 
put  on  the  line,  the  "  Erymanfhe." 

448.  Mr.  Childers.^  lu  your  opinion,  those 
French  boats  in  those  seaa  do  good  aervieef — 
Excellent  service. 

449.  And  that  -we  should  not  do  wrong  to  take 
advanfajre  of  them  to  some  extent  for  the  Indian 
mails  r — I  think  most  decidedly,  that  we  should 
take  advantage  of  them. 

450.  Sir  Charles  Bright.']  Do  you  tliink  that 
their  coalinjT  arrangements  at  Aden  are  better 
than  ours  ?  -No ;  nothing  can  be  Siqperior  to  our 
coal  arrangements  at  Aden, 

45t.  Bat  they  do  coal  iheir  ships  more  quickly, 
do  they  not? — I  should  not  think  so  ;  tlic  co.aling 
arrangements  arc  all  conducted  by  the  same 
party. 

452.  Mr.  Wi  qufliu."^  Are  yon  aware  how  often 
the  boats  of  the  PeuLusular  aud  Oriental  Com> 
pany  beat  those  of  the  Messageries  Imp^rialea  in 
speed? — I  should  think  never. 

453.  Ehve  you  never  seen  a  retarii  of  that 
kind? — I  know  that  we  had  a  race  with  one  of 
the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  buat^  ou  one  oqcar 
eion,  and  we  beat  her;  I  should  think  never, 
l>ecausc  the  Messageries  Imi>criales  work  up  to 
their  power,  which  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental 
never  do  on  the  Calcutta  line  ;  to  the  best  of  my 
belief,  lately  they  never  have.  I  i:uide  one 
voyage  with  the  Feainsalar  and  Oriental  from 
Suez  to  Galcntta,  and  we  averaged  300  mUea  a 
day. 

454.  That  was  as  good  a  performance  as  the 
French  boat,  was  it  not  ? — Not  quite,  but  it  waa 
a  very  good  performance. 

455.  In  short,  taking  the  bad  antl  the  good 
toioether,  on  the  avei  agc,  do  you  think  the  Feniu' 
aiuar  and  Oriental  Company  do  Adr  service  as 
well  as  tlie  Messageries  Impcriales? — Most  un- 

auesticmably  not ;  I  do  not  want  to  throw  the 
lightest  reflection  upon  the  Peninsular  and  Ori- 
ental Company  ;  I  believe  that  tluy  iierform 
their  contract  service,  and  that  they  keep  to 
time ;  but  the  contract  itself  is  what  I  complaiil 
of,  as  being  an  improper  contract,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  lhat  ^  Peninaalaraad  Orieutd  Company 
would  be  deligbted  to  enter  into  a  new  one. 


Capuin 
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Iftr.  BiCHABt)  BAHlkALlr,  called  in;  and  Examined. 

m.  i^aimeau]  Whek  will  the  East  Indian  to  Jubbulpore  ?— Eight  hundred  and  fifty-four  Mr. 

Rrilway  Company's  line  ]»ro1)ably  be  opened  to  miles  by  tlie  main  line  ;  and  when  the  Cheird  line  J?.  JfiriirfirV- 

Jabbulpore  ?— In  the  course  of  next  year.  is  finished,  794  miles.  _  ' 

4A7.  What  win  be  the  distance  firom  Calcutta  - 


BOBBRT  Rnioht,  Esq.,  called  in ;  and  Examined. 


4^8.  ChatTman.'l  You  have  resided  for  some  seven  years  editor  of  the  *'  Times  of  India;"  R.  Kniahl. 

yea^  at  Bombay,  I  believe  ?— Yes,  for  17  years,  prior  to  that  I  waa  in  busiaesa  in  Bombay.  Esq. 

459  In  what  capacity?— I  was  fev  the  but  460.  Yoa  have  therefore  bad  peeuUar  oppor-  — 

^•^3.  C3  tunitiee 
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M.  Mmgki,  tnnitiett  under  thu-^e  ( ircuini'tAnces  of  making 
Biq.      jnuix  ir  arr^iiniiiti  d  with  the  vie\V6  of  the  Indian 

  Ctniiiiiuuity  ujKin  ull  (!ubjecti>  ? — Ycf. 

t  ;  April        461.  What  is  the  opinion  of  the  community 
tiOd.      generally  in  India  upon  the  aubject  of  their 
poetd  oomnninieatioin  with  this  eountn  ? — can 
BDcak  with  confidence  tm  to  opinion  in  India  upon 
tae  subject  

462.  Do  you  .speak  with  refer*  in- r  m  Ikunbay 
only? — No,  witli  vofercnrr  tci  all  Imlia:  for  as 
e<litorof  the  pap*  r,  nl' cour.-c  I  j-;i\v  all  ilic  journals 
of  the  country,  and  tlicy  tt  c  iin  'l  with  conn ilaints 
upon  the  eubject.  Xl^re  i«  but  one  feeling  in 
India*  that  of  profonnd  diaeatiifactiun,  from  the 
Government  downwards. 

463.  What  were  the  grounds  of  the  dissatle- 
fnction  that  was  expressed  ? — ^Whatever  the  oon> 
tmcf  time  mav  lie.  tlicro  i.>  a  frcncral  iinpTeeetOn 
in  ludiu  iKai  tia'  iiuiik  arc  uut  carried  With  8Uch 
rapidity  at-  they  ought  to  be  carried.  I  have 
not  bad  the  advantage  of  seeing  the  papers  Ijring 
on  the  table,  but  I  took  out  mm  **  The  Tunes 
of  Tnilia  "  a  day  or  two  ago,  the  time  occupied  l;y 
ti»c  Bombay  mails  viA  ilarsciilc!!  in  the  last  12 
mnntbs,  I  mean  the  maiU  from  England  to  Bom- 
bay via  Martieilli'r- :  ami  with  the  permis^sion  of 
the  Committee,  1  will  read  thofe  dates.  I  may 
say  that,  unfortunately,  1  diller  from  a  great 
deal  of  Mr.  HiU'e  evidence,  and  I  should  like  to 
ret>ly  at  length  to  it  if  T  hftTe  the  opportunity. 
The  mail  o\'  Di  idiibor  flie  19th  was  ju?t  27 
days  in  transit  at  the  finest  i»eriod  of  the  year, 
when  from  Sueie  to  Bombay  the  sea  i»  a  milt* 
pond,  yet  27  day«  wns  occupied  in  t!ic  transit. 
The  next  laail  was  2<j  day.^,  the  next  24  days, 
the  next  26  days,  the  next  24  day^,  the  next  25 
days,  the  next  26  days,  the  next  22  days,  the 
next  23  dayi*,  and  the  next  24  days.  Then 
came  the  goml  Iw  k  of  ihe  monsoim  fr-r  the  Com- 
pany, and  now,  as  their  vessels  were  driven  by  a 
powerful  south-west  wind,  tiiey  managed  to  do 
It  in  21  days  f.r  sJx  Ptirfe-i^ive  mail«:  but  as 
soon  as  tin.'  nmuscHia  was  over  it  was  again  24 
day  4,  2;{  days,  25  day;-,  27  days,  22  days,  27  days, 
26  days,  and  26  days.  I  am  neither  an  engineer 
nor  a  shipbuilder,  but  I  thiub  there  is  no  one 

Mtling  lure  will  I  knows  any  thing  of  mail  coiu- 
mnnication  but  must  be  under  the  impression 
that  there  is  somediing  wrong  here  upon  the 
fart  fif  it.  I  have  taken  the  whole  fKja^on 
through,  and  find  that  it  gives  an  averafiO  of  24 
day)>  and  13  houra  for  carrying  the  Mweeilles 
mail  from  Loudon  to  Horn  bay, 

464.  You  apparently  complain  of  the  irregti- 
larit\  iiii.rc  than  anything  else? — It  i,^  jni'tty  re- 
gular iu  regularity.  As  1  ba>  e  stated  I  am  not 
ame  to  say  what  ^teamen  are  capable  of  doing; 
but  I  have  V>eeii  reading  fnr  years  ii|K>n  this 
suhjeet.  and  1  find  u  epced  talked  about  of  12, 13, 
or  14  kiMt.-.  wliilc  I  find  that  the  average  speed 
on  the  Bombay-  line  is  les^  than  nine  knots.  We 
are  under  the  impression  that  we  ought  to  be  very 
ntiu  h  lietter  served,  and  that  if  there  were  any 
comi)etition  we  should  be  better  served. 

465.  Your  eompUint  resolves  itself  primarily 
into  tlii:^,  that,  however  regularly  the  si  rvice  i.-j 
jwrfnnned,  it  is  performed  at  a  rate  of  speed 
which,  alth<mgh  in  accordance  with  the  provi- 
sions of  the  contract,  is  below  what  the  commu- 
nity would  have  a  tight  to  expect  in  the  present 
ptate  of  science  ? — Quite  so.  I  .«ay  that  the  eon- 
>-iction  in  India  is  universal,  from  the  Govermnont 
down  to  the  loweet  member  of  Ae  eommunity 
intetested  in  tiie  nwtterj  that  the  service  ia  not 


BO  efficient  as  it  might  be.    There  is  ihc  pro- 

foundest  dlr'sati-'factlou,  moreover,  ou  our  side  of 
India  from  our  beijig  completely  at  thr-  mercy 
of  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Conn>any  with 
regard  to  the  passenger  trnftic.  I  heard  it  stated 
here  this  monilng  that  thi?  Committee  could  not 
enter  into  the  question  nf  iias.-rn  Tcr  fares,  but 
you  do  so  in  the  case  oi  railways,  ami  if  vou 
give  a  subeidy  to  a  steamboat  company,  eijual  to 
B  10  i>er  cent,  dividend  111*1  m  ^beir  rapital,  a* 
you  do  to  the  Feuinsular  and  Oriental  C^au- 
nany,  yon  virtaaUy  give  them  a  nMmopoly  of  the 
line  tb^y  navigate. 

466.  In  what  rosiieot  do  you  connect  that  with 
what  r  ma}   eall  ]<a.sscngers'  conif>rt>;  rlo  sm 
compbuo  of  the  want  of  speed  in  the  conveyance 
of  paasengers,  or  do  you  complain  of  the  want  of 
the  comfort  of  passcn^rers  v,  bile  on  boanl  the 
steamers?  —Wc  are  entirely  iu  the  hande  ot  the 
Peninsular  and  (Mental  Company,  so  far  as 
Weatem  India  is  concerned ,  and  it  tbepublic  funds 
were  at  <nir  own  disposal,  and  the  Lords  of  the 
Treasury  confined  themselves  dimply  to  theM  rvii  c 
trom  this  side,  which  should  start  an  iudepcudcot 
service  from  our  side,  and  under  no  cirountatancec 
tbe  Peniiisiilur  and  Oriental  Com|>auy  the 
contract.    Sii  liarile  i  i«re,  the  governor  oi  our 
pNeidency,  himself  tohl  me  (1  am  speaking  from 
personal  Icnowledi^of  the  o^nion  of  our  society) 
that  he  thoo^t  it  highly  undesirable  the  pre- 
sent  state  of  matters  shuuld  Iu  ;.    The  (  flei  t  r»f 
it  is,  that  the  Peninsular  aod  Oriental  Coiuimy 
charge  whatever  they  pleaee  for  the  transit  of  pas- 
pcugers.    It  is  a  consideration  of  im  riinsefjiience 
t<i  Indian  merchants,  but  it  is  a  ntuit  vital  matter 
to  the  lO.OtJO  officLTH  of  the  Indian  Army.    It  is 
frequently  death  to  an  officer  of  the  Indian  Anny, 
who  hsis,  perhaps,  a  wife  and  children  dependent 
ui>on  him,  to  lon  e  him  round  the  Cape,  while 
he  cannot  get  homo  in  any  other  way  from  the 
extortionate  charges  of  this  company.    He  cannot 
tret  Ik  line  by    their  A-essels    witlieait  jtliinging 
beaviiv  into  debt,  and  the  couipaay  will  take  no 
seoond  elaas  passengers.  I  have  tried  on  some 
oocasiona  from  motives  of  charity  to  get  second 
class  passages  for  individuals,  nut  they  refuae 
to  !.MV(^  tlieiii  as  a  matter  < i|"  jxilic}",  while  all  eoiu- 

petition  is  forced  out  of  the  field  by  the  heavy 
subsidy  which  the  Company  derives  from  the 
Government.  Of  cmir.se  that  i»  not  feU  here, 
but  if  we  were  legislating  upon  the  matter  in 
Bombay  we  should  immediately  start  a  rival 
oompany,  as  the  Americans  started  the  Collins 
line,  to  teach  the  Cunard  Company  moderation. 
It  is  (inly  \'2  mouths  sinee  that,  on  behalf  of 
a  company  in  existence,  with  a  fine  fleet,  I 
made  a  proposal  to  Ihe  Poet  Office,  to  eetablisb 
an  alternate  fortnightly  service  from  Mar.'-cillcs 
to  BoiiiLav  if  they  would  give  us  the  saiiic  stib- 
sid^-  wliicli  they  pay  to  the  Peninsular  and 
Oriental  Company.  We  were  prepared  to  start 
the  service  within  two  months. 

4(i7.  You  mean  to  run  iu  </U(/«i  competition 
with  them  at  dificrent  times  ?  -  Yes,  alternately 
to  Bombay.  If  the  Peninsular  and  Qrientu 
ConiiKiny  rau  one  wcm  k  we  would  run  fhe  next. 
1  had  not  ihe  slightest  personal  iuteresl  iu  the 
matter,  it  was  taken  up  by  me  on  public  grounds. 

468.  That  was  a  propiKsition  made  on  behalf  of 
the  Bombay  Company,  was  it  not? — It  was  made 
on  behalf  ol  the  British  India  Steam  Navigation 
Comoany.  When  I  told  Mr.  UiU  I  was  pro- 
parea  to  nuke  a  tender  of  the  kind  be  eiidt 

It  ta  ttaeleea  to  do  ao,  because  fkere  ia  »  reeolu^ 

tion 
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We  eould  not  oome 

upon  the  mere  dmnce 


tioD  of  the  House  whlcli  rc-tiuirea  that  any  con- 
tnct  ab«U  Ue  upon  the  Utbie  of  the  Uouae  of 
Conunom  a  fell  month.** 

forwaril  I'lu'iilv  toerin)|H'ti: 

(rt'ukcccss,  be<:au«e,  if  we  did  iso,  tlie  Peninsular 
vA  Oriental  Company  wouhl  have  run  competing 
«(«-:«nier;<  wiili  u-:  upmi  tlic  Iiulian  Const. 

469.  Of  whicli  tiiepuhlii  would  have  the  bcne- 
ft,  «t  your  expense  ?-  -Not  eventually  ;  the  j^ub- 
ndr  b«uig  given  excluiiively  to  the  Penitv-^ular 
KM  Orientiu  Company  preclndes  anything  like  n 
rb«ip  •service  in  India  :  thi>  Company  i»  too  p  iwi  r- 
fal  fur  the  interest*  of  India.  The  pressure  id 
not  felt  here,  hut  it  is  felt  bitterly  there. 

471'.  What  is  the  course  nf  dcaliug  which  you, 
reijasenting  Indian  feelinji,  wuuld  suggest? — 
]>t  the  Peniiunular  and  Oriental  Coinpoa^  eoB> 
timie  its  fortniffhtlv  senrice*  bat  onder  no  oreum* 
nances  gire  1»e  alternate  week  to  them.  Give 
a>^tl)eMme  terra-'  us  ymi  >,m\  o  tlirin.  aii'l  c  will 
cam'  on  the  alternate  service,  and  you  will  have 
•  Witter  service. 

471.  YiMi  have,  probably,  heard  to-dny  a  :?ug- 
geation  noiiilc  that  there  should  be  a  weekly  ser- 
fire  from  Sut  /.  ;n  Bombay  ;  am  I  to  understand 
thit  von  would  suggest  that,  in  inviting  tenders 
fnri&t  service,  the  parties  shall  be  requested  to 
t  il  ler  for  alternati  wi .  ks.  >it  that  there  may  be 
i't<iii[ii'tition  y — 1  am  hardly  prepared  to  say  how 
it  ■ibould  be  done ;  bnl  under  no  cireomstanoes 
should  we  remaiu  as  xvc  are  now.  at  the  mercy 
\i  die  Peuiusukr  aud  Oriental  Coiupany,  by  a 
hctvj  snbndy  being  ^iven  to  them  for  the  exclu- 
MTC  carriage  of  the  mails.  Aud  it  seems  to  mo  only 
£ur  and  just,  as  there  is  an  expenditure  of  Indian 
DHincv  as  hu't/i  l_v  \\>  ■st''Eti;^li>li  tuoiu'v.  that  Tiidiiiii 
irtfh«8  should  be  <;onsulted  in  the  matter.  I  am 
tore  that)  if  we  had  the  conduct  of  our  own 
fiuiuiees,  we  should  under  no  circutn-tancos  frivp 
au  exclusive  contract  to  the  Peuiueuiar  aiul 
Oriental  Company  for  the  weekly  service. 

472.  1  understand  you  to  wyagsgA,  that  it  would 
be  dedrable  that  the  Indian  Gh^emment,  either 
at  Calcutta  or  at  Bombay,  should  be  empowered 
to  «Dter  into  a  contract  there  for  their  own 

? — That  has  occurred  to  me  as  probably 
thr  widest  plan.  Lit  tlu  nMuiLuy  ffovernment 
be  enijKJweredto  form  a  contrai  l  ti.r  a  fortniglitly 
KTvice.  aud  the  Pcniuaular  and  Oriental  Com- 
pay  be  excluded  firom  tendering  ibr  it. 

473.  Do  you  tlunk  that  that  would  be  for  the 
interest  of  me  public?— I  am  sure  it  would  even- 
tually, 

474.  Is  it  n«)t  possible  that  the  despair  of  the 
Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company  nuj^ht  iin«l>  r 
the  circumstances  l^^ad  them  to  moke  a  very 
nitahle  tender  as  tar  a^  the  public  is  ooneemed  F 
—The  Committee  will  |Murdon  me  expreeai^  ray 
own  stirpriae  that  T  have  heard  so  much  this 
moniiii;^  about  tin  to-t  of  tlic  ntail  service.  Com- 
mcri'i^-  wait«  on  communicatious.  It  Lj  not  a  ques- 
tion »f  what  it  costs ;  we  sludl  oome  probably  to 
iiaving  a  mail  service  every  two  rlnv;  tn  India, 
but  cue  must  have  lived  in  India  to  luulcr- 
itud  with  what  severity  the  present  state  of 
mitten  presses  upon  tte  power  part  of  the 
Anji^- Indian  communitv;  and  when  1  ^ay 
''[««r,^  it  is  comjmratively  few  nf  our  own  cmhi- 
Diiinity  who  are  wealthy.  I  do  not  know  much 
©5  the  legislation  of  this  country,  but  1  believe 
tti;it.  In  rlie  case  of  railways,  you  insist  upon  their 
carnitig  passengers  by  third  class  trains;  and  if 
y  m  give  die  highway' to  India  into  the  hands  of 
«  QiKle  company^  you  must  do  something,  in 

0k43. 


some  way  or  other,  tn  make  them  Ciny.lihe  SOP* 
vants  of  the  Govwunent,  who  are  generally 
poor,  upon  reasonable  terms. 

475-  Prnltalily  vmi  ^ee  -unu-  dlfTL  rt  iioc  be- 
tween the  case  of  a  railway  company,  which  has 
compulsory  powers  given  to  i^  and  ^t  <^  a 
steninbnat  ctiinpany,  whirh  i?  ?im|>lv  rewarded 
by  payment  Itir  jjtrforniing  a  particular  service 
over  a  n)ute  which  is  open  to  every  one?— But 
the  route  is  virtually  dosed  the  moment  you  give 
the  subsidy. 

I7().  riiat  i-  ti)  .-a\ ,  vini  put  tTn  in  in  ,i  pr>~itlnii 
to  make  much  better  profits  than  other  parties  'i 
—Yes;  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  subsidy 
anniunt*  to  nearly  10  per  cent  .  I  ih'mk,  on  their 
capit  ti,  aud  what  company  can  c«<mpete  with 
ihem  ?  If  yon  will  allow  mc,  I  will  read  n  few 
words  from  a  manorandum  which  I  have  with  mc, 
showing  the  crnel  way  in  which  this  monoiK)ly  is 
made  to  press  u|x)n  Bondiay.  It  is  a  raenioraiulum 
which  I  drew  up  upon  the  subject  a  few  months 
ago:  ''The  directors  of  this  com])any  simply 
"  know  that  Bombay  passengers  havt;  no  means 
"  of  getting  to  Suez  but  l)y  their  Inxats.  Let 
*•  the  reader  who  would  know  the  extent  to 
"  which  the  commnnity  of  Western  India  is 
•*  wrttnged  by  the  Company,  glance  at  the  fi>llow- 
"  ing  comparative  tabic  of  tare-  and  di-taneea: 
'*  FromSueztoB(  mbny,a  di:$taQceof2,97t2  miles, 
or  a  13  days'  voyage,  the  lowest  fare  charged 
"  is  7c'/.;  Suez  t^t  IVladras,  .3,987  mile--,  and  20 
"■  days,  7o/. ;  while  from  Suez  to  Calcutta,  which 
"  is  '4.7.57  miles,  and  23  days' journey,  the  fare 
"  is  but  bO  /. ;  only  5  /.  more  than  is  charged 
"  from  Suez  to  Bombay." 

'1 77.  Sir  llriiru  RawUnsonP  What  is  the  ai  lual 
difierence  of  mileage? — There  is  1,800  miles 
diflVrence)  while  they  make  the  Bombay  passen* 
gers  pny  withio  5/.  of  what  they  charge  Calcutta 
passengers. 

478.  Mr.  ffeiiu/iii.]  Is  il.eir  ^■:r eater  Competi- 
tion to  Calcutta  thau  to  Bombay? — There  i« 
the  MessageriPs  Imperiales  competing  with  them. 

47y.  Chinriiiiiii.  Wil  li  i- the  fare  now  by  the 
Peninsular  and  Orion tul  Company's  boat  from 
Suez  to  Bombay  ? — It  has  been  reduced  a  trifle. 
*'  The  charges  upon  tin-  Bombayline  were5/.  1.5*. 

1>er  day,  while  ujioii  tlic  Madras  and  C'alcutta 
ines  they  were  but  .3/.  15*.  and  3/.  9*.  rcsi>cc- 
tively."  I  speak  before  this  Committee  as  repre- 
sent ing  the  feeling  of  India,  and  I  say  that  the 
Company"^  nM>noj)oly  is  crusliin^'  np.cii  men  in 
India,  who  constantly  have  to  <  nme  humc,  with 
their  wives  and  Amines,  in  sear«  h  of  health. 

4WI.  Your  statement  is  that  this  arises  from 
the  fact  that  the  Peninr^ular  and  Oriental  Com- 
pany possesses  a  mono|M>ly  resulting  fnmi  the 
money-payment  made  to  them  ?— Exactly  so. 

481.  Mr.  »F*!7H«/fii.]  That  is  to  say,  the  Com- 
panv  receiving-  tlie  sul»si«ly  arc  forced  to  charge 
a  higher  rate  ot  passage-money  because  they  re- 
ceive the  subsidy  ? — No  :  as  the  Company  receive 
a  heavy  subsidy',  tie  \  bave  a  dividend  up<m  their 
capital  before  they  etart,  aiul  so  defy  all  competi- 
tion ;  no  one  can  compete  with  them. 

4B2.  You  say  that  the  subsidy  amounts  to 
10  per  pent,  upon  their  capital  ?— Yes ;  it  is  about 
that,  I  think. 

4H3.  Are  vou  at  all  aware  \vliar  it  costs  per 
annum  to  sail  a  steamer? — No. 

484.  Mr.  LfiirtL]  Ymi  Mated,  did  you  not» 
that  the  Peninsular  au»l  Uricuial  Company  pei^ 
form  their  speed  according  to  the  contract  ? — 
doubt  it  very  much,   I  stud  they  probably  per- 
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form  their  contract  fairly,  but  T  doubt,  much 
doubt,  whether  the  evidence  which  Mi-.  Hill  gave 
this  morning  upon  the  point  will  bear  thoroughly 
eiftinj^.  1  have  not  liad  an  opportunity  of  going 
minutely  into  tt>e  luatter;  I  only  know  that, 
tddng  iiic  arrivals  of  the  muls  for  the  last  12 
months  from  Eni^laud  to  Bombay,  T  find  (ho 
average  to  be  24  i  days ;  and  1  ain  t-truugly  per- 
suaded that  that  is  not  within  the  contract. 

485.  AMiat  ia  the  contract  rate? — Ten  miles 
an  hour,  I  believe.  It  ia  unjust  to  compare  for 
a  moment  ^^o  difKciilt  and  dangerous  a  service  aa 
the  A.tlantic,  with  so  peaceful  a  service  as  the 
Indian  Sea ;  for  nine  months  ia  the  rear  it  is 
a  mill  pond  t'hnt  the  PcnittSttlar  ud  Otiental 
Company'8  veaseia  go  over. 

486.  ChairmcmJ]  Then  I  suppoee  you  repre- 
sent it  to  be  the  general  opinion  of  India,  that 
Bombay  ought  to  be  what  may  be  termed  the 
chief  poetal  port  of  India? —  I'mjuc^tionably. 

487.  And  that  when  the  railways  are  com- 
pleted, you  will  he  ahle  to  transmit  letters  from 
Bombay  to  Calcutta  and  Madras,  and  the  north 
of  India,  without  the  elighteat  ditiitulty  — Ves; 
by  the  last  Overland  Mail  we  received  notice 
that  the  Calcutta  portion  of  the  Bombay  mail  had 
been  fora-arded  by  express  from  Bombay,  right 
through  to  Calcutta,  in  4  days  l;5  liours. 

488.  And  that  involved  land  carriage^  did  it 


not,  as  contradistinguished  from  nulway  carriage, 
for  the  distance  between  Nagporc  and  Mirzapore? 
— From  this  wde  of  Xagpore ;  from  Suez  to  JBom- 
bay  it  Is  13  days'  vi>\  a;^e,  and  iVoni  Bombay  to 
Calcutta^  as  arrangomcQts  now  stand,  it  is  four  to 
five  daya;  wlnle  it  is  23  days  ftom  Suez  to 
Calcutta. 

489.  Is  not  the  result  of  the  evidence  which 
we  have  had  given  us  to  day  that  when  the  r^ul- 
ways  are  completed,  the  distance  from  Bombay 
to  Calcutta  will  be,  in  round  numbers,  1,400 
mlh'S,  and  that  that,  at  20  miles  an  lioiir.  which 
is  the  speed  at  which  the  railway  carries  its  pas- 
sengers between  Bomh^  and  Delhi  wonld  he  70 
hours? — Yes;  while  it  is  23  days^  steam  from 
Suez  to  Calcutta. 

490.  Is  not  it  your  opinion  that  the  inference  to 
be  drawn  from  that  is  that  with  such  a  perfect 
sy^«tet«  of  communication  in  India  as  the  railway 
system  will  {irovide,  the  greatest  pains  should  be 
taken  by  the  Government  here  to  provide  an 
efficient  service  hetween  Suez  and  Bomhay?-.- 
Unqnestionably,  there  can  be  no  mails  carried 
any  longer  by  sea  on  the  other  ijide  of  India,  it  h 
out  of  the  question.  If  the  matter  had  been  to 
l)c  determined  by  a  merchant's  oflSce,  it  woidd 
liavc  been  done  long  since ;  but  governmentii 
are  aknr  to  move. 
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I\Ir.  Stansfeld. 
!Mr.  Turner. 
Mr.  Weguelin. 


ROBERT  WTGBAM  CRAWFORD,  Esq.«  in  thb  Chais. 


The  Hon.  Robsbt  Oumitow*  MU«d  in  i  and  Exanuiiad. 


491.  Chairmanr[  I  believe  that  you  aro  the 

•chairman  of  the  Electric  and  International  Tele- 
grajili  Company  ? — Ye«  ;  I  have  bceu  eo  since 
1859. 

492.  Your  comjpany  ia  one  of  the  oompaniea  to 
wUch  mcflsafces  for  tran«in1ftioii  to  India  are 

delivered  in  this  country-  ?— Yo? . 

493.  Will  you  describe  to  the  Committee  tlie 
eouM  wfaieh  ie  taken  by  your  company  with 
tli«c  mcfoages  after  you  have  received  tlicni  ? — 
We  -peak  ilircct  from  London  to  Frankfort,  aud 
we  send  iiifesn^es  by  the  Frankfort  route  in  pre- 
ference to  the  iierlin  route,  where  we  also  ane^ 
(liraet,  because  between  Berlin  and  Vienna  there 
tire  many  more  Internal  niesfages  hcloiipfiiicr  to 
those  countries  than  between  Frankfort  and 
Yieana.  A  message  when  it  gets  to  Frankfort 
i$  lnBliinitte(!  from  Frankfort  to  A'iciina,  and 
fram  Vicuua  to  Kclgrade.  There  arc  other 
routes  through  Moldavia  and  Wallnchia,  but  the 
Belgrade  route  ie  the  beet  route,  and  eo  to  Con- 
ttantioople  (I  caimot  ea^  j^oeitiTely  whether  the 
Tiirk<  have  any  transmissions  Ijctwccn  B»'l^rade 
and  Cou^tantinople^,  and  m  through  by  tlie 
Persian  (iulf  to  India. 

494.  You  communicate  through  two  olianncls 
with  tlie  Continent,  the  one  by  Berlin  aud  the 
other  by  Frankfort  ? —  Both  cables  go  to  Holland  ; 
but  the  tbrcign  Governments  give  us  direct  wiree, 
that  ie  to  eay ,  they  are  never  cut  oflT,  to  both  those 
places,  Berlin  an^  Frankfort. 

495.  Exclusive  wires  ? — Yes,  exclusive  wires ; 
^Oagf  are  never  cut  off.  Th«y  aire  joined  to  the 
wires  of  our  cables,  and  nrc  never  cut  off.  But 
we  always  send  the  Indiau  mossagea  via  Fraiik- 
fiirt  for  the  reason  which  I  have  given. 

496.  Your  meeeage  ia  then  sent  irom  Xiondon 
wiAoat  intermntion  eitiier  through  SinmkfiHrt  or 
through  Berlin  r — ^Fiacticallji  wa  aeiid  ihem  all 
to  Frankfort. 

497.  From  Frank  t  or  t ;  ami  light  io  presuming 
that  they  come  un<ler  t!ic  management  of  what 
U  teruitd  the  AiistrcKCiermanic  Union? — Yes. 

498.  Which  takes  tlic  message  as  far  as  Vienna, 
doea  it  not 't — The  real  fact  is,  that  it  gets  into 
Ihe  Anstro-Gennanio  Umon  aa  it  {MMsea  ovwoar 
wires  directly  it  getd  into  Holland;  biitpneii> 
tally  it  is  Frankfort, 

499.  Fran  Yieutt  doea  it  not  pMs  by  •  sep** 
CL4Si. 


rate  system,  termed  the  Servian  System,  to  Bel-  Wov. 
gi'ndf 


KMC  IS  a  route  through  Servia.  A.GrMl4fwlk 


5(K).  But  it  \a  fcouaratc  from  tlie  Austro- 
Gei-manic  Service  ? — Directly  it  gets  to  Belgrade 
it  ie  out  of  the  Austro-Qermanic  Union. 

501.  DoeedwAustro-OennameAdiimuatration 
cxt(-n<1  as  far  aa  Belgrade?— Yes, and  there  it 
ceases. 

502.  From  Bdgmde  to  Constantinople  it  is  in 
the  Eiiroi>ean  part  of  flu  Turkish  system  ? — Yes, 
and  still  continues  iu  the  Turkish  dominions  until 
it  gets  to  Fao  at  the  head  of  the  Persian  Gulf. 

503.  The  first  repetition  then  is  at  Frankfort, 
ie  it  not?— Yes,  at  Frankfort;  but  there  is  no 
reapon  why  that  should  be  the  fir?t  repetition. 
If  the  foreign  Governments  were  so  minded  we 
might  speak  right  through  to  Constantinople,  as 
we  do  very  frequently. 

504.  \V  ilhout  the  necessity  of  repeating  any- 
where ? — Yea,  without  the  neceenty  of  tepeating 
anywhere. 

505.  That  would  require,  would  it  not,  a  wire 

throughout  exclusively  appropriated  to  your  ^  -i 
purposes? — Either  that  or  when  we  do  epeak 
they  join  up  the  wires.  At  night  when  there  ia 
no  work  on  any  of  their  wirci'  they  then  some- 
time* join  them  up,  aud  thcu  we  can  speak  direct 
throoffh  to  Constantinople  ;  and  if  there  w  ere  a 
wire  mvoted  exolusively  to  that  work,  of  course 
we  eould  always  do  so. 

o06.  Did  you  not  make  a  proposition  to  the 
India  Office  some  time  ago,  stating  tliat  you 
would  lay  down  a  separate  cable  to  the  Conti- 
nent if  the  Government  of  this  country  could 
procure  you  the  exciusive  u&c  of  a  separate  wire 
all  through  the  Continent? — We  oHereil  not  to 
lay  down  a  cable,  bttt  give  up  a  wire  fur^  that 
pari)ose  if  the  Government  would  use  their  in- 
Diicncc  to  L^ct  the  Austro- Germanic  Union  to  de- 
vote ft  wire  lor  carrying  the  measages  on.  1  iiat 
was  the  letter  whi^  I  wrote  to  ^  Charles  Wood 
in  1863,  1  think. 

507.  I  see  in  tliese  jjapers  there  is  a  letter 
bearing  your  signature  ;  it  docs  not  say  to  whom 
it  ia  addxessed ;  1  presume  it  is  to  iSir  Charlea 
Wood.  The  firstletter  ia  dated  the  5th  «f  No- 
vember 186a,  and  the  •eoood  the  80th  liay  1864? 
—Yea. 

508^  Loed  WoddKMue  write*  in  rejly  to  yoor 
D  letter. 


17  April 
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Hon.  letter,  "In  reply  I  am  directed  to  Btate  that  Sir 
3L  Qrmstm.  Charlee  Woocl  ie  not  as  yet  in  a  position  to  come 

 .       to  A  decnion  on  your  suggestion,  which,  however, 

17  April  shall  receive  due  attention  when  the  nri:in<'e- 
]b66.  iueutj^  in  conoectioo  with  the  tel^raph  to  Inuia 
Mre  more  matured."  Hftve  von  lieara  anything 
ui(n  .'  (i}'  t1i.u  ftincc  then? — >fn,  jiractically  1  have 
ne\cr  liail  an  answer  to  Uiat  letter,  1  undcr- 
Ktjjnd  that  it  wa^  nlaccd  in  the  hands  of  Colonel 
Stuart,  who  was  then  alive ;  but  as  nothing  caute 
of  it,  I  as<ked  Sir  John  Lawrence,  who  was  then 
one  of  our  directors,  to  spt-ik  to  liim.  nn<]  hf  told 
me  that  Culonel  Stewart's  ditficulty  was,  that  it 
would  be  jpractically  giving  mr  company  a  mo- 
nopoly. So  I  wrote  tn  Cnloncl  Shnvnrf  ami  .-aid, 
*•  It  if»  very  ridiculous  to  say  thai  you  should 
not  make  one  good  route,  on  tlie  ground  that 
it  would  be  so  much  better  than  the  other 
ronte«i,  that  !t  would  become  a  inoiiopoly  ;  you 
■  ehouM  try  to  ';et20  irood  routes." 

609.  1  presume  there  would  have  heen  no  ob- 
jection on  your  part  to  any  other  comf)any  ob- 
taining any  similar  concewion? — Xn:  tlie  iimrc 
routes  there  are,  and  the  better  routes  there  are, 
of  course  the  better  the  service  will  be  done. 

510.  The  more  faciHtieaand  the  more  buttneae? 
—Yes,  certainly. 

"ill.  In  the  case  of  your  having  to  make  re- 
danmtious  tqt^m  the  foreign  Governmenta,  to 
whom  do  you  a].j  ly  yourwRca? — ^To  the  Dutch 
Government. 

512.  Are  you  in  communicatioM  with  the 
Dutch  Government  only  ? — Ves,  only. 

Sl.T.  If  the  cause  of  comjjlaint  lies  further  on, 
do  they  pass  the  complaint  on  to  the  Austro- 
Gcnnanic  lini<m  ? — Yes. 

614.  I>o  ^ou  hod  a  readiness  to  attend  to  com- 
plaints?— ^o ;  I  think  it  is  very  unaattafaetory ; 
aixl  I  think  that  the  Governments  do  not  attcn«l 
to  the  comjdaiDts,  practically,  hardly  at  all ;  and 
there  is  very  great  delay  before  we  get  any 
answer  at  all. 

515.  Have  you  any  means  of  putting  your 
finger  uj«m  the  jdace  where  the  mistake  wa» 
made,  or  have  you  anv  other  n.ethod  of  arriving 
at  the  eauaea  or  complaints? — Only  so  far  aa  our 
own  lines  ^'o  ;  (fidU'i^c  wo  rould  tell  if  tlie  mis- 
take wili*  iiuiiic  !ii  lit  tiin,  or  if  the  nii.<?take  wa« 
made  at  Frauktui  t ;  but  we  c(»uld  not  tell  any- 
thing beyond  the  point  that  they  put  it  through 
to. 

.'ilfi.  Can  you  furnish  the  Committee  with  the 
dates  of  the  receipts  at  the  variotu  atationa 
between  thia  and  India  of  the  meaaagea  forwarded 

by  you? — I  have  vi  -toii!ay  made  mit  for  the 
Committee  the  work  ol  the  la^t  t\\i>  uuimhs,  uud 
I  know  in  particular  cases  the  time  of  the  shortest 
transmissions.  The  work  has  rather  improved  in 
apced  during  this  month  ot  April. 

017.  In  the  case  of  a  complaint  made  to  yon 
iu  London  by  persons  who  have  delivered  mee- 
aages  to  yon  for  tranamiaaion,  yon  eonunnmoate 
only  with  the  Dutch  Govcrnnu  nt  ? — We  do  not 
attend  to  the  contplaint  of  the  receiver  of  a 
message  at  all.  The  contract  is  with  the  sender 
of  a  messnge,  nrtl,  tin  rel'ore,  all  that  we  do  is 
merely  a  sort  ol  ac  t  of  courtesy.  I'eople  are 
constantly  coming  (  1  am  sorry  to  say  it  is  loo 
freciuently  the  caae)  with  meaeages  that  are  unin- 
telligible, and  they  aak  ua  if  we  can  ^ve  them 
any  clue;  we  do  our  I»ef t :  we  have  the  slip 
e.\:uuined,  and  the  only  satisfaction  that  wc  can 
give  them  is  (and  a  very  poov  Mtiaftctkitl  it  ia) 
that  it  is  as  it  was  handed  to  us. 


In  tlie  case  of  complainti  with  regard  to 
meaiagee  which  have  been  delivered  to  you  for 
tranamiflsion,  do  yon  make  your  representation  to 
the  Dutch  (ioverniuent  only? — To  tlie  Dutch 
Government  only.  We  forward  the  euuiplaint  to 
the  Dutch  Government,  and  then  they  forward  it 
to  the  next  a^lmlnistration,  and  so  it  goes  on. 

5ly.  J  hat  iti  to  say  you  are  not  iu  coiumunica- 
tion  yourselves  witli  the  Austro-Germauic  Unien 
or  with  the  Turkish  Administration  ? — We  are 
with  the  Au.«tro-Germanic  Union,  because  Holland 
is  one  of  the  meinhers  of  it^  bttt  1U>t  wittl  tiie 
Turkish  Admiui^tration. 

jSO.  Or  with  the  Indo-European  Administra- 
tion?— No;  nothing  beyond  IloHand. 

521.  Then  you  have  no  means  of  ideutitViag 
the  causes  of  mistake  or  of  recovering  cx)n)pen- 
sation  beyond  the  Government  to  which  vou 
apply  yourself? — Yes;  we  have.  Holland  applies 
them  to  the  Anstro-Gi nnauic  Union. 

.122.  Then  you  in  Loudon  do  not  make  appU- 
cation?— Tbrouirh  Holland  we  do. 

523.  You  reeoivcdo  you  not.  ,"5/.  1  v.  f  e\erv 
message  of  20  words  for  India? — Ves,  tor  India, 
That  is  nearly  to  the  whole  of  India,  to  all  the 
important  places.  There  are  just  a  few  pUoea 
where  the  chnrire  is  a  little  more. 

524.  rra<  tii  ally  to  Kurrachee,  at  all  events,  it 
ia  nut  more  than  that  if — To  Kurracliee,  it  ia  lees 
than  that,  it  is  4iL  10  a  6rf. 

.525.  Practically,  to  all  India,  then,  it  ia  ST.  1*.? 
— Yes ;  to  all  important  places. 

526.  Have  you  any  onjeeiaon  to  state  to  tke 
Committee  bow  much  your  comiiany  receives  out 
of  that  money? — No ;  we  get  3«.  iid. ;  the.  Auatro- 
Germanic  Union  get  10*.  6rf.,  or  as  nearly  as 
possible  that;  the  Turkish  get  IL  Hi.;  and  the 
Peraian  Gulf  and  the  Indian  lines  get  2/,  19 1. ; 
which  will  make  up  the  .1/.  1  v. 

527.  Do  you  .settle  up  with  them  iudividuully  i 
— With  Holland  entirely,  in  the  same  way  that 
we  make  complaints  to  them.  The  balance  is 
always,  of  course,  very  largely  in  their  fa\  our, 
and  we  settle  with  them  every  three  months. 

528.  Where  does  the  Turkish  Government  get 
its  share  from  ? — It  is  paid  by  the  next  telegraph 
administration,  the  .Vustro-Germanic  Union. 

52!^.  Have  yon  not  occasionally  sent  messages 
by  way  of  St.  P«terabui]g  to  India Yes;  I  am 
sorry  to  say  wc  have.  It  was  a  case  with  rctranl 
to  which  the  Member  for  Liverp<iol  made  a  com- 
])laint  in  the  House  of  C'ommons.  That  was  at 
the  time  when  the  Turkish  linea  were  broken 
down,  and  we  were  oflhnally  informed  frem  St. 
Peter.-liui  Lj  that  the  line  through  rNM>ia  wan  ojien 
and  workin-r,  and  we  sent  those  mes.'^ages  that 
way.  From  inquiries  which  we  made,  we  be- 
lieve that  thcv  wnt  perfectly  well  through 
Russia,  but  when  tin  v  got  to  Persia  no  further 
trm-e  could  be  obtained  of  them;  but  the  Rii8> 
aian  Government  are  always  pressing  m  now  to 
send  nossages  by  that  roote,  and  they  mere  iliat 
it  U  the  best  way. 

530.  But,  practically,  your  experience  ie  quite 
the  reverse  ? — Wc  only  had  occasion  to  try  it 
oner,  when  the  Turkish  lines  lieing  broken  down, 
and  we  being  iiit'ormed  specially  from  St,  Peters- 
burg that  the  line  was  open,  we  sent  those  mes- 
sages, and  the  result  was,  I  suppose,  that  Jonadftb, 
the  Mm  of  Keehab,  lit  his  pipe  with  them. 

5.31.  Did  ytiu  >oIeet  any  particular  messages 
for  that  expcrimcut? — No;  we  sent  whatever 
might  have  bean  giveii  in  t»  «ii 

532.  Then  70a  ore  aware,  I  dare  sayi  of  the 

fact. 
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fAct.  that  tho.'ie  meesagee  were  very  late  in  reach- 
ing their  tit?tiiiation  in  ludia? — 1  Ijuioy  they  did 
jMtTBtch  it  at 

533.  Have  the  Kii?.-tian  Gosfrnmcnt  ktpt  the 
moncjr  which  you  j>aiU  tin m  tor  t'orwurdiu^^  those 
MiMgM  wbioh  they  did  not  <](jliv<  r? — We  uaid 
Ae  ttnoBjt  we  bad  received  it  frinu  the  aeaaei'a» 
•od  we  paid  it  in  the  regular  ooorae  uf  niAtten, 
and  I  suppose  they  piii'l  tlii;  I'<  rfian>. 

534.  Arc  you  ahle  U)  jiive  tiie  C'oiumittee  any 
idea  of  the  extent  of  the  telegraphic  biuinees 
with  Imliii  uliloh  parties  tliroush  your  Compniiy  ? 
— Yes;  iu  a  rough  way,  I  should  put  it  ai  aul 
more  th.in  .'$0  messages  a  day  hotli  ways ;  but 
Uittn  that  would  be  indudiiig  Sundays^  because 
jou  cannot  know  when  they  come;  mc^i^es 
caiiie  irregularly,  nt  all  s<»rt«  of  tinic- ;  <oinetimc8 
jm  do  not  get  a  me.<!.-<(^«  at  all,  and  then  all  of  a 
fadden,  aa  if  they  hwl  been  like  a  etream  penned 
vip  wmewhrrc,  tli(>y  burnt  ujM)n  you,  and  it  is 
ftloioiit  alway8  at  night,  and  it  wouhl  eeem  a^  if 
tbey  del»3-6d  tken  during  the  day  for  their  in- 
tcnal  meeangee,  and  then  sent  them  when  their 
wires  were  free.  The  greatei^t  number  that  we 
bave  ever  had  in  one  dav  iVum  Jiid'.n  17.5, 
Imt  then  tlio»c,  of  courscj  were  the  acciunulatiuns 
of  Mveral  days. 

53.5.  It  h  a  matter  of  notoiiety,  that  tlio  piihlic 
in  this  country  were  very  much  dist-alicHed  with 
tbe  manner  in  which  the  Imlian  niessagea  were 
earned  to  nnd  fro  until  recently.  Has  not  there 
been  a  considerable  improvement  within  the  last 
month  or  two? — Ju^t  lately,  there  has  been  an 
improvement,  aa  you  will  tee  when  you  look  at 
this  paper,  which  1  b«g  leave  to  hana  in  (t/eSotr' 
iii'i  ill  rji'-  siiiiir)  •  tlicie  liflH  been  a  great  iniprove- 
Dient  just  lately,  we  have  had  a  meH«age  Irgiu 
Calentta  to  London  in  an  hour  and  50  mioutefl. 
That  wae  a  mesaage  from  Sir  John  Lawrence 
to  Sir  Charlea  "Wood,  and,  that  being  a  Govern- 
ment message,  they  probably  gave  it  preee- 
d«nce. 

536.  Mr.  ChtUtrB.}  U  that  allowing  for  tbe 

dift'crcnce  of  longitude?  —  Iain  taking  Engliali 
time  in  both  places.  Tiie  reality  it<  that  it  would 
UseTen  hoove  and  50  minutes,  but,  taking  Eng Ikb 
time,  one  hour  and  50  minutes.  A  few  days  ago 
we  hud  a  mceeage  very  quickly  iVoUi  bir  .1  umsetjeo 
.Ji  fjubhi/y  at  JkHiibay  to  McMrs.  Garrard  in 
about  four  hours.  That  would  be  reaily  10 
hmiTa,  but  there  b  no  reason  if  the  lines  were  in 
Enf;!isli  Iiands,  and  we  oould  do  what  wc  liked, 
ihiit  It  bhould  be  more  than  eo  many  minutes. 

537.  Cluiirmnn.']  Have  you  any  suggestions 
to  make  to  the  Committee  as  to  the  nic tiuHl  bv 
which  our  telegraphic  communicationH  with  India 
could  be  improved  ? — The  best  cottiBe  would  be 
to  get  as  VMUiy  alternative  routes  as  poswblc. 
AlUuMngh  we  have  had  bad  Inok  with  that  Kuseian 

line,  still  the  IJu.-sian  lino  tlirnu<;li  Port>ia  ini'jht 
be  luade  availabk.  Then,  of  course,  the  Turkiah 
fine  through  C'onetantinople  ought  to  be  the  hfit 
line  of  all.  Then  if  "h.  i  ->  wa.-»  a  cablf  laid  from 
lia^fueato  Bengazi,  tuat,  ny  doubt,  would  make  a 
very  good  line,  because  you  get  a  good  i>ervice  all 
tkw^^h  Austria,  through  the  Austro-Germanic 
Union.  Then  there  is  a  route  through  Alex- 
audriu,  IVInlta,  and  Pari^.  Then,  ol'  courtic,  it 
wouki  bo  a  very  great  advantage  il  vou  could 
have  a«  few  transmiaeione  as  possible,  il'you  ooidd 
ttt  tfic  forciirn  admiuiiitrations  to  devote  wire.^ 
through  iheir  dominicma  for  the  uurpoee  of  the 
Indian  me^ages,  and  if  you  could  get  "B^wg*"*^ 
tel^raphists.  l^o  doubt,  if  the  service  were  well 
0.43. 


performed,  it  wnuld  be  very  remunerative  to  those  llor. 
countries  also  to  jiut  up  wirqs  esjieeially  for  the  R.  driiusicu. 

work,  but,  of  course,  so  long  as  the  woi;k  is  so   

very  badly  done,  the  telegraph  .will  not  be  so  very    1 7 
much  used.  iSCP. 

Do  you  find  in  continental  transinissicm 
of  telegnuus  that  messages  sent  in  the  English 
laniFuafre  are  generally  taithfully  rendered? — Of 
cinusi'  I(  is  u  <jnat  advantage  that  a  person 
sliuuid  know  the  language  in  which  he  is  sending; 
but  good  telegraphists  ought  not  to  inind  Aat ; 
tlu-y  have  to  ppiiil  messages  iu  hmcruatref  that 
lh<.iy  ilti  not  know  ;  they  have  to  send  messages 
in  cypher,  and  a  good  telegraphist  would  not 
make  a  mistake  whatever  it  was  sent  in. 

539.  Are  you  aware  whether  messages  sent 
through  to  India  from  this  country  are  i*  ad  and 
recorded  at  any  uf  the  intermediate  citations  '^— 
Of  course  tliey  could  be  read  and  recorded  at 
every  t^an8u^^^:JioIl. 

540.  But  do  vou  kmjw  whether  they  are  or 
are  not? — No,  1  do  not  know  that;  I  believe 
that  in  Faris,  but  that  is  mere  hearsay*  that  thiQr 
make  four  copies  of  all  that  they  think  of  ira- 
ji  irtancc,  and  send  them  round  to  tlio  diflT.  rent 
bureaus.  I  do  not  know  that  of  my  own  know- 
ledge, but  I  believe  it  to  be  the  case. 

.5 1 1 .  You  do  not  ocHnmunicate  wilh  Paris,  do 
vou  ? — No. 

542.  Mr.Chadert.l  \\Tiat  ^y  6 tern  of  telegraph 
is  adopted  over  your  line  ? — The  Morse. 

543.  Do  you  know  what  system  is  adopted 
over  the  Austro-Gennanic  line?-— The  Morae 
also  I  we  m«st  use  the  same. 

544.  Is  it  tilie  Morse  system  throughout  to 
India? — Yes,  over  all  the  line. 

545.  Is  that  also  the  system  thmugliout  liussia 
and  Persia? — Yen. 

546.  That  !.<  to  say.  <Ioes  the  l^Iorse  system 
prevail  over  all  tl.c  lined  between  England  autd 
India,  to  which  this  Committee  will  have  ifB 
attention  drawn? — I  cannot  tell  that 

547.  Does  it  prevail  in  Ae  Ne^tvnwMHi?'^ 
Yer< ;  our  clerks  have  gone  out  to  the  Meditw 
ranean. 

548.  By  the  Morse  e^stem,  do  you  mean  the 

old  Morfe  py-stem,  the  orin;ina!  .sysfcni  ? — Yes. 

549.  Ha-j  the  printing  system  been  adopted  at 
11:    f  t  is  a  prinlisg  system. 

Ilj'I  V>n:  1  mean  ordinary  printing,  type 
priniuii; .  —No,  you  cannot  adapt  it  to  the  type, 

:>.51.  P>ut  i>  the  type  tfVteUi  practically. us^ 
at  all  ? — I  think  not. 

662.  It  is  the  old  system  of  dots  and  lines?— 
Yes,  of  dots  and  line!*,  and  then  the  me.c.*a^'e.-<  nre 
copied  out  as  delivered.  When  they  are  printed 
you  have  to  paste  the  slips  before  delivery  on  to 
a  form,  so  as  to  make  it  a  continuous  letter, 
because  many  people  keep  their  telegraph 
messages,  and  It  would  not  be  convenient  to 
keep  them  in  the  fonn  of  slips ;  and  therefore, 
they  are  sent  in  that  way,  and  pasted. 

553.  What  I  meant  was  this :  does  the  ines*ia<^e 
leave  the  instrument  in  London  in  tlie  same 
shape  as  it  reaches  the  instrument  at  Ctlmtta  I 
— 1  imapinc  po  ;  thej>erson  in  L(»ndon  makes  his 
marks  to  the  man  at  Franklort,  and  then  the  man 
nt  Fmukfcnrt  makes  hia  marka  to  Vienna,  and  so 
on. 

664.  Are  the  repefifions  exact  tranamissione'? 

Yes;  or  they  ouglit  to  be. 

555.  Do  you  .hupjieii  t-o  know  wheilu  r  the 
■ame  fault  ia  found  in  France  ae  is  found  here,  as 
to  the  uumeroua  mistakes  that  are  made  on  the 
i>  2  tine 
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tl«n.  line  ? — No,  I  cannot  tell  voii  nmoh  alMtntFranM ; 
JLIrtwufm.  we  have  no  dealings  with  France. 

  658.  But  you  do  not  http])cn  to  know  "whether 

17  April     the  coiinilaii.t.-^  wliu  li  jire  ri>  (■iiiiuncii  in  tliis 
i8lj(>.      CMuntry  of  crroi-s  in  the  traiisuus£iou  of  messages 
are  made  in  foreign  countries?— I  do  not  knotr 
whether  they  arc  or  not;  tlic  cii-ors  arc  very 
numcroui^,  indeed,  but  jicople  wlio  use  the  tele- 

nh  to  India  are  people  who  telograuh  ft  fOOd 
,  and  they  know  how  to  uiake  allowances; 
thcr  arc  not  a  complaininpf  class  at  all,  alihon^h 
tlicy  have  a  vcrj' just  cause  of  conipliiiiil.  Tlu  rc 
is  a  very  large  pronortion  of  mv^fn'ic-  which  arc 
really  quite  nmntelligible,  and  01  |  jile  do  not 
know  whether  thoge  mps-ncres  me  not  cypher- 
jnessagcs;  they  are  eo  unintelligible  as  thnt. 

557.  AVheu  a  meefage  reaches  you,  do  you  cut 
off  the  f>lip  and  send  it,  or  do  you  tnni.-(til>e  it? 
—  It  U  written  out  on  a  uicB«agc  forui,  ami  deli- 
vered so  in  a  sealed  envelope. 

5^8.  Are  you  aware  tliat  now  on  the  Con- 
tinent it  is  becoming  more  and  more  tlie  cub  torn 
merely  to  cut  off  a  jucs-nfrc,  and  deliver  it  to  ikc 
receiver? — No,  I  am  not  aware  of  that. 

559.  Sir  Charht  Ift^A/.]  Is  not  it  the  fact 
that  foreign  Govcrnmctitf!  iklay  their  throup'i 
messages  till  their  uwu  liiOSiUgL;;  liavc  been  ;.ll 
transmitted  ? — Yes. 

560.  And  is  not  that  a  great  source  of  the 
delay  wincb  exists? — Yes,  no  doubL 

.Ifil.  "Wiiuld  not  that  b(;  tiliviutoil  if  we  could 
get  a  tiirect  special  wire  to  Cjonstaniiuople,  or  by 
"way  of  Italy  to  Malta,  or  by  liagusa,  in  lon- 
rccti(jn  with  a  Hnc  joiniiifr  the  Alexandrian  iii.c, 
if  that  were  contiuucd  tu  India  by  way  of  .lie 
Eed  Sea  ? — Certainly  ;  a  wire  either  to  CVn- 
8tantino]>le  or  to  Kagusa  would  obviate  that  very 
great  delay. 

56^.  Have  you  over  received  .nny  return  mes- 
sages frtim  India  through  Perwa  by  way  of 
Kussia?— Yes,  I  think  we  have,  bntl  will  not 
be  quite  certain. 

563.  They  would  probably  be  received  in 
better  time,  would  they  not,  than  tlie  messages 
the  otfaer  way*  because  the  authorities  in  the 
Pentan  Gnlr  wcmld  know  that  the  Persian  line 
was  at  work? — Yes,  of  course  they  would;  be- 
cause, where  the  delay  t^es  jilace  is  through 
Persia,  and,  therefore,  if  you  can  get  through 
that  In  tolerable  time,  yon  mny  niukc  pretty  sure 
of  hiiviug  the  rest  of  the  route  pretty  well  before 
you. 

564.  If  you  had  a  line  of  indeitendcnt  wire  to 
India  entirely  in  English  hand^,  should  you  con- 
eider  two  hours  to  be  an  imposfible  a\  i  rngc  for 
messages  between  Calcutta  and  London?— I 
ahould  think  it  would  be  a  very  disgraceful  linke 
to  take  ;  I  think  tlierc  is  no  reason  whatever,  if  it 
wa»  iill  in  Eii<;rish  luiudc,  why  a  message  ahoidd 
take  much  nioi'o  than  an  hour. 

565.  Sir  Jlriii'/  liau'litisoH.']  That  is  inde- 
pendent of  longitude  ? — Yes;  and  which  is  a  very 
common  thing;  it  would  be  delivered  in  Londoa 
before  tlie  event  took  [>lace. 

566.  Sir  Charlu  Bright]  In  ftct,  there  is  no 
reason,  is  there,  on  account  of  tliptancc,  why  there 
bliould  be,  at  all  events,  more  than  two  circuits 
between  India  and  England? — We  know  per- 
fectly* well  that  wc  can  speak  to  Constantinople, 
and  if  the  line  were  equally  well  beyond,  I  do 
not  cxactlv  ki.mv  wluU  the  length  of  the  Persian 
Gulf  If,  whether  that  miglit  be  an  obstruction, 
hut  otherwise  it  might  umost  be  done  in  two 
circuitiik 


567*  What  is  the  greatest  leagtihtbtfe  yon  have' 
spoken  in  Bussia ;  1  believe  yon  have  spoken 
to  the  extreme  east  of  Russia?— Yes;  wo  have 

spoken  as  far  as  Odos.-n  :  and  we  have  .spoken 
lartiier  than  that,  wc  have  spoken  to  some  point 
farther  east,  to  Omsk,  in  Sberni  We  spesk 
often  from  Moscow,  but  that  is  not  so  distant;, 
but,  of  course,  that  was  a  mere  trial  message 
during  the  niirht. 

568.  1>\t.  Moffat.]  You  stated  that  much  delay 
is  catiscd  by  foreign  Governments;  do  you  find 
ihat  all  forei^u  (  iovcrnnients  delay  the  tele^a- 
phic  messages!' — They  all  give  precedence  to- 
their  own  messages. 

569.  It  is  not  exclnpively  Por.sia  that  causes 
the  delay,  but  the  mischief  goes  through  the 
entire  telegraph  route,  right  through  every  eye— 
tern  to  India? — They  all  give  procedenr-c  to  their" 
own  mccvsoges,  but  we  know  that  the  great  de- 
lays and  errors  in  Indian  messages  arc  thrOttgh 
the  Turkish  dominions,  and  in  India  itself. 

570.  Do  yon  find  greater  delay  in  die  Turkish 
or  in  tlic  Indian  dejiartmcnt  of  the  telegraphic 
svatt  iu? — 1  think  that  one  is  as  bad  as  the  other. 
Messages  will  take  from  1 1  or  12  hours  to  as 
many  days;  and  the  delay,  I  think,  is  generally 
half  and  half  between  the  Indian  uiid  tliC  Turk- 
ish administrations. 

571.  To  what  cause  do  you  attribute  the  ex-^ 
treme  inaccuracy  in  mcsi>ages  which  you  have 
described  to  the  Committee  ? — With  regard  to 
the  errors  in  tiu^  nio«s,iirof:,  I  i^hould  fancy  that 
tlie  L'rcat  majority  of  tln  ui  m-iifinated  in  India 
itselt.  I  suppose  it  is  from  having  natives  to 
work  the  telegraphs. 

572.  As  far  as  your  information  gi>es,  it  is 
.  from  the  want  of  a  proper  ^atem  of  machinery 

for  working  them  ?— ST es,  just  so. 

573.  TIow  would  you  |iro|io-c  to  remedy  thatT 
— I  should  like  to  put  l^iiglishmcn  there. 

574.  Thai  is  the  remedy  whieh  yon  would, 
pu-rfre^t  af»  the  only  eiTcctive  moan*  of  sccnrinp; 
accuracy  f — Yes,  I  ehuukl  like  to  have  English 
superintendence. 

57 j>.  Sir  Mewu  RawUnaon.]  Can  you  tell  me 
with  regard  to  tne  most  rapid  messase  that  yon 
have  received,  whether  it  ciunc  through  Persia  or 
through  Turkey  ?  ~  I'lirough  Tm-key,  by  the 
route  T  desetihe'd,  by  lielgnuie. 

576.  I  mean  the  h>wcr  part  of  the  route? — 
Yes,  it  came  through  the  Persian  Gulf,  and 
through  Bagdad  and  ConstantiBople,  and  m  t» 
Belgrade. 

577.  Are  you  aware  that  the  Persia  line  in 

connection  with  the  direct  line  throuj^li  Turkey 
is  entirely  imder  English  suiK'riutcmlcnce,  but 
tliere  arc  two  lines  tlirongh  Persia? — Yes,  bat 
when  I  was  s]icakinr'  of  tlie  Pcr.-ian  liiu*,  I  meant 
the  Persian  liussiau  line;  hut  1  shuidd  state  that 
the  Bussians  are  always  impressing  u|>i>n  u.^,  that 
if  we  would  but  use  that  line  it  would  be  the 
speediest  and  best,  but  the  only  experience  that 
wc  had  of  It  was  very  unfortunate. 

578.  It  is  unportaut,  is  it  not,  to  bear  in  mind 
that  the  line  through  Persia  is  double,  one  being 
tlie  Persian-Russian,  and  the  other  the  Penian^ 
Turkish  line  ? — Yes. 

579.  The  Persian-Turkish  lino  is  entirely  under 
English  Ruperinteudence,-  whereas  the  liuMian> 
Persian  line,  from  Teheran  to  the  Rusrion 
frontier,  i.s  under  native  Per-iaus? — Yes. 

580.  Mr.  At/rton.]  Will  j'ou  explain  what  you 
call  the  Pernan-Turkiah  Ime? — The  line  wmcb 
goes  through  Bagdad. 

581.  Trom 
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m.  From  Bflgdid  to  tbe  head  of  the  Fenian 

Gulf? — Yes. 

dim.  When  you  wrote  your  letter  to  the  Indinn 

G.  vcninicnt  in  1862,  it  wmiM  tuH-in  tiuit  yoii  dkl 
not  get  an  uudwer  until  the  Utli  uf  June  Ibtii;  du 
jwcnow  whether  that  is  correct,  that  the  an- 
i-xei  vnta  delayed  ixom  tho  5th  of  ^iovember 
1862  to  the  9th  Jane  1804? — Yes,  it  would  seem 
that  it  was.  1  liiul  tccn  Sir  Cliarlos  "Wdod,  and 
nrctsed  lum  fur  am  answer  several  times,  but  I 
Sd  act  get  it. 

583.  when  you  got  it.  It  seems  tlinf  if  cnn- 
Uined  this  itnj|K>rtant  intonuiUiou:  '*  That  hir 
Clurlefl  Wood  le  not  as  yet  in  a  jwsition  to  ooDie 
to  a  decision  in  your  HUfrgc^tion  "  ? — Ye?. 

jW.  Which  docs  not  seem  to  be  an  answer,  but 
t  poetponement  of  the  answer  ? — Juet  eo. 

5S5.  Have  y>n  over  received  nn  nns^rrr  to  that 
letter? — No;  uiy  reason  for  writiiij^  that  letter 
was,  that  ]iroviously  the  Austrian  Government 
k(l  undertaken,  wtien  there  was  a  question  of 
laying  the  cable  from  I^agnE«,  to  give  a  wire  lot 
Ithli  ir.  Tiie?i?ages,  and  tliereforc  T  thuiiL'bt  tliat  if 
vould  be  the  simplcht  tliiug  iu  llic  uuikl  for  tlic 
Oeremment  to  use  it. 

jS6.  Do  vou  think  it  a  verv  diflienlt  tiling  for 
a  commercial  company  like  yinua  tu  Caoy  on 
vonr  businetfi,  when  the  Government  docs  not 
give  you  an  answer  to  your  letter  for  3^^  years  'i 
—All  Govcnnnents  are  alike,  and  foreign  Go- 
ternnicnts  arc  worse  than  tl;e  English. 

587.  You  appear  to  have  got  an  answer  from 
the  Austrian  Uovoiuncnt,  or  to  have  got  some 
iDtiina<ion  that  you  could  have  a  through  wire  ? 
—}io,  that  was  a  Governn)pnt  affnir ;  it  was  nc- 
gotiatod  through  the  (nivemment ;  it  was  a 
rtgular  convention,  and  the  Auetrians  under- 
took then  to  put  a  wire  up,  in  fact,  across  Eu- 
rope. It  was  a  questi(m  about  laying  a  cable,  I 
tlimk,  from  liaguaa,  for  the  purpose  of  Indian 
nt6isiigef. 

588.  Have  you  a  copj-  of  the  rules  of  tho 
Aufitro-Gcnnauic  Union  lor  regulating  the  use 
cf  telegra]>hs? — Not  with  me,  but  I  wul  fumtah 

lie  Committee  with  a  copy  of  them. 

580.  Y'ou  have  spoken  of  the  errors  and  ncg- 
Iscta  in  transnutlang  messages  between  Enghmd 
and  India  ;  have  you  taken  any  means  to  ascer- 
tain, by  i$|>ectal  inquiries,  where  the  errors  and 
dahgrs  exist,  or  arc  you  ^vin^  the  Committee 
jeoerBl  impressions? — I  am  giving  the  Com- 
mittee my  general  impressions  irora  the  inquiries 
uliirii  1  ha\"e  made  wltli  rc-ijieet  to  sjiecifie  com- 
plaints. Of  course  we  have  hod  complaints,  and 
then  we  have  applied  to  the  Governments,  and 
tried  to  have  them  traced  out. 

590.  Do  you,  in  every  case  of  complaint,  for- 
ward it  on  for  investigation? — ^Yes,  we  fbirward 
it  fat  investigation. 

591.  Do  you  do  that  by  telegrajili,  or  by  letter? 
—The  actual  nieii.*agc  itself  has  to  be  sent. 

592.  By  letter,  of  course  ? — Yea,  by  lettor. 
693.  lien,  in  every  case  do  you  get  an  an- 
ew* r?— Ultimately  we  do^  but  the  dday  iaveiy 

gr^at,  inflred. 

^04.  Then  tlie  general  statement  wliich  you 
iuvc  wade  is  the  conclusion  from  those  letters 
vliich  come  before  you?— Just  so. 

595.  When  messages  arc  received  which  tiie 
rerrivrr^*  declare  to  bo  unintelligible,  do  not  you 
rtad  auy  telcgi'aphic  request  to  repeat  the  mes- 
s«gc? — We  have  done  that,  but  we  see  and 
ttsmine  the  slip,  and  then  weadc,  whether  such 
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and  such  a  word  in  it  is  eoneet,  and  that  is  all  Hon. 
wc  can  do  for  them.                                       J}.  Qrimston^ 
596.  And  on  those  occasions,  what  is  the  result     .  , 

fif  the  references  by  telegrapb  to  correct  errors  in     j_  ^,,^1 
the  telegraphic  message? — We  tind  that  Ave  have  i6^, 
got  the  message  as  it  was  handed  to  them. 

697,  Then  that  reference  w<»uld  only  go  back 
the  first  stage,  not  all  through? — No,  because 
foreipii  OovcmmcDtrt  would  not  alloAV  us  to  send 
a  message  over  their  lines  without  our  paying  for 
it;  therefbire,  for  a  message  forwMca  wb  got 
3 n  (f..  m  order  to  find  ont  a  mistake  we  nught 
have  to  j)ay  il.  \  s. 

598.  I  nicaa,  is  there  no  arrangement  or  oon« 
vent  ion  by  which  the  telegraphic  systems  aid  one 
another  in  the  correction  of  errors  for  the  benefit 
of  the  public  — No,  the  foreign  (iovcmments 
refuse  to  do  auythiog  of  the  kind ;  they  will  not 
be  responsible  we  anything. 

599.  Do  yon  think  that  it  would  bfi  desirable 
that,  as  far  as  possible,  the  telegraph  lines 
should  be  in  tho  hands  of  private  companies,  who 
would  be  re.'Sponsiblo  ? — Yes;  but  of  course  the 
foreign  Goverunients  would  never  admit  that ; 
they  make  too  good  a  thing  of  it  themselves. 

600.  But  the  British  Government,  in  tbe  com- 
mnnieation  to  India,  appear  to  charge  2?.  19 
out  of    I.  1  i.  ? — £.  J  1 ».  is  tho  total  eo^t  of  tho 
messag(>,  and  the  Indian  lines  and  the  Persian 

Gulf  line  have  2     19  ».  of  it 

fiOl.  They  do  not  set  nn  example  to  flic  foreign 
Governments  of  rheapeuiug  telegraphic  commu- 
nications? — No.  The  Governments  have  a  ten- 
dency, on  the  Continent,  I  believe,  to  carry  as 
cheap  as  possible;  the  eommnnications  being  in 
the  hands  of  the  Government,  and  they  do  it  not 
to  make  any  profit  by  it,  but  for  the  sake  of  trade. 

602.  Do  you  consider,  on  the  whole,  that  the 
German  Union  line  is  very  nceurately,  and  Vety 
well  worked     -Y'cs,  very  well  worketL 

603.  And  that  you  have  no  cause  of  oomplaint? 
—No  cause  of  complaint  whatever. 

604.  Do  you  oonnder  that  their  rates  are 
reasonable  for  the  service  performed? — Y'cs. 

605.  Y'ou  do  not  consider  then  that  the  Austro- 
Germanic  Union  do  make  any  unreasonable 
profit  on  their  telogra)iby  ?— I  do  not  suppose 
they  make  auy  profit  at  all ;  I  should  think  they 
la'tt  money. 

606.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  they  were 
carrying  it  on  for  an  unreasonable  profit ;  that 

ob.^ervation  does  not  apply  to  me  Austro- 
Gcrmanic  Union? — No. 

607.  With  regard  to  the  Turkish  line,  do  you 
think  that  their  charge is unreasonable tmnk 
that  it     rather  high. 

608.  And  it  is  the  Turks  who  seek  to  make 
this  profit,  you  think,  beyond  what  would  be  • 
foir  remuneration  for  the  service  rendered? — I 
think  that  the  rate,-*  in  Tnrkey  arc  too  high,  but 
I  do  not  exactly  know  the  mileage. 

609.  Sir  Henry  RawUnson.']  The  mileage 
would  be  about  2,000  miles?— Then  I  do  not 
know  that  it  is  an  unreasonable  charge. 

610.  Mr.  Ayrton.l  Then  you  think  thnt  that  is 
not  an  unreasonable  rate  on  their  jwrt  for  the 
service  performed  ? — I  still  think  it  is  too  much. 

f)  1 1.  You  do  not  know,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  how 
much  money  is  paid  into  the  Imperial  Treasury 
at  Constantinople  as  the  net  profit  of  this  tel(>> 
gra]»hic  svf'tem? — No,  I  do  not  knov.'  flm?. 

612.  Did  you  aj^rcvtnin  ni-cuiiiteiy  wiicre  tho 
breakdown  occurred  in  the  attempt  to  connnuni- 
cate  throngh  Bussia?  —  I  believe  that  the 
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Hon.  mcsaagee  went  perfectly  well  all  through  the 
R,  Gru'ittoh.  Russian  dominiona,  and  that  the  breakdown  was 

*^lgjj^"  til 3.  Do  you  Bupjwse  that  it  was  on  the  fron- 
tier of  Persia  or  in  Persia  itself? — In  Persia 
itself;  that  is  what  we  were  told. 

614.  ChairmatL]  In  not  tlie  inter-commniiioar 
turn  twtween  the  ^ffisrent  Continental  States 
re;julatcd  hv  a  ^rciienil  ronvcntioii  ? — TluTe  iri  the 
Austro-GeniKuiic  Union,  and  then  there  is  the 
French  MsLeiu.  The  Austro-GeniMUlic  UidoB 
consists  oi"  Austria,  Pru^^^i a.  Ilanm  er.  Holland, 
and  tlic  otlier  German  States,  and  the  French 
system  consiete  of  Fnnoe,  SmtMrland,  Belgium, 
Italy,  and  Spain. 

616.  What  was  the  Conveutiuo  of  Brussels  uf 
the  30th  of  June  1858  ?— That  would  be  with 
respect  to  the  Frencli. 

616.  I  ecc  in  n  Convention  between  this  Go- 
vernment and  the  Ottomnn  Government  this 
expression :  "  The  Convention  of  Brussels  of 
30th  of  J unc  1858  in  all  that  relates  to  the  details 
of  the  Telegraphic  Service  shall  be  mutually 
obaerved  by  the  two  contracting  Governmeuts  iii 
so  far  as  it  is  not  opposed  to  the  terms  of  the 

Sresent   Coaventioo."    Ib  the  Convention  of 
Irussels  of  the  SOtli  of  June  1B58  a  convention 
which  has  been  published? — I  do  not  think  that 
it  touches  the  Austro-Germanie  Union.    I  think 
it  is  with  regard  to  the  FreneJi ;  but  I  am  not 
.aoquaittted  with  it. 

^17.  With  regard  to  the  times  which  are  stated 


in  the  working  returns  which  you  put  !n  just  now, 
are  the  times  of  departui-o  and  the  times  of  arrival 
in  London  the  actual  timea?— They  are  alt  Lon. 
don  time.  I  have  not  ezannnea  tliiMn,  bnt  I 
imagine  that  it  is  so. 

618.  Take  the  Urtt  message,  which  is  this: 
I'  Lf  ft  Biiiulviy.  2}fh  February  4.26p.m.,  arrived 
in  Ivoudun  1st  March  5.17  a.m.;  time  in  trans- 
mission  four  days  12  hours  and  51  •econd«'*;is 
that  the  lime  aetmilly  <irru[iif(1  in  (he  trnn-mission 
of  the  mes<-age  with  an  allowance  made  for  the 
difference  of  longitnde  ? — No,  there  is  no  allow- 
ance made. 

619.  Sir  f/eut^  Ruwllnson.'\  I  jjcrerivi-  tliat  in 
February  last  it  was  rejKu-tcd  from  C'nn-t.in- 
tinople  that  the  ooDunnnication  by  tel>L'ni{i!i.  Initli 
to  India  and  to  liondon,  has  teen  Mir[H  i.-ingly 
regular  and  proper ;  the  messages  scarcely  occu- 
pying more  than  one  day ;  will  you  state*  to  the 
Committee,  whether  that  improved  state  of  Coni- 
munieatlon  has  been  kept  up  tn  the  present  time 
or  whether  it  has  relup-^wl  into  its  former  bad 
stale  ? — It  hiu-  ijt  en  working  better  the  hustmonth 
than  it  has  worked  at  all,  as  you  will,  eee  by 
these  returns  which  I  have  handed  in. 

620.  What  do  you  consider  the  average  time 
now  if  you  can  strike  the  average  of  a  month  for 
instance  ? — I  should  think  that  it  would  be  very 
difficult  indee<l  to  do  so. 

621.  I  see  that  the  average  is  not  much  maie 
than  one  day  ?— Probably  that  is  so. 


Sir  Macdonald  SxErnE.wstuv 

Sir  M.         ^22.  I  nT:T.iF'\T;  yon  nrc  tlie  rhairtnan  of  the 
•Sttphentmti   Telegi-aph  lu  Imlia  Company  ? — I  am. 

.   62.'5.  v>'i\%  that  a  comjmny  which  was  formed 

under  that  name  for  the  purpose  of  establishing 
telem,pbSB  oommnnication  between  this  country 
and  I  ndia,  by  way  of  Egypt  and  the  Red  Sen  7 — 
Tes. 

624.  It  is  the  company  which  httd  down  the 

line,  and  to  wlilrli  tlio  guarantee  of  4i  pfr  cent,  of 
this  Governuaut  u|»plied,  is  it  not? — It  is  the 
■  successor  of  that  company. 

C'l'.  What  is  the  present  position  of  the  com- 
piuiy  liver  which  you  prcsicle? — The  object  of 
the  company  was  to  rcstdi  i'  tin-  (lefei  tivc  pnrtiniis 
of  the  original  Red  Sea  line,  which  iutcntiou  was 
given  upon  ascertaining  by  personal  examination 
1.V  Mr.  Latimer  Clark,  who  was  sent  out  bv  the 
company,  tliat  the  defects  e.xtcndcd  almost 
entirely  over  the  whole  line;  I  may  f^tu'r  that 
the  company  retain  the  finnans  granted  by  the 
rxtomnn  aiul  Ejiyntrtn  Oovpmment!«.  The  map 
which  I  now  hanii  in  (iJ<  liri  rim/  Ifi''  <:rn)(/^\  wvX 
show  the  general  direction  of  the  line  as  it  was 
originally  laM.  The  company  contemplate  the 
re-establifhuient  of  the  Red  Sen  Trir  n-;  ;ui  indis- 
pensable alternative  to  the  l't  r-i;iti  ( iiilf  line. 

626.  What  is  the  present  ho-^iti  .n  of  your 
eouipany  ?  -S<i  far  as  1  aui  able  to  describe  it, 
it  has  an  intention  to  re-establtsh  the  line,  the 
lunil  Hue  beini:  lea>!Cil  ti.  'Messrs.  Glass  and 
Elliott,  who  are  working  the  Malta  and  Alexan- 
dria line  till  on  opportunity  is  nlTiHrded  for  carry- 
ing <uii  the  eiiirnirchendve  scheme  which  wa» 
originally  intonded. 

627.  What  is  the  lougth  of  ywir  line  :  between 
what  two  points  doc-s  it  Ue? — 3,200  miles  between 
Alexandria,  by  Suez  and  Aden,  .Vluskat,  and 
Kurrachee. 

0.4. 


,  called  is  ;  and  Kx:ufunetl. 

628.  Tliat  was  the  lino  tliat  wns  nrTjjinaJly 
intended ;  but  I  mean  the  line  that  you  liiivc 
now  in  hand,  and  are  actually  working  at  this 
moment? — The  only  portion  of  the  line  now 
working  is  the  land  line  between  Alexancfria, 
Cairo,  and  Suez. 

629.  You  gel  I'l  om  your  local  messages  a  very 
good  return,  do  you  not? — A  ve»y  large  return 
is  received ;  but  tlie  company  only  reiieive 
enough  to  pay  a  5  per  cent,  divicftjud  under  their 
arrangements  with  the  lessees. 

630.  Do  you  contemplate  corwii^  this  Guo  of 
yours  down  tho'  Red  Sen  to  I^dia? — We  are 
nrvanLrinf:  for  a  r-fjinlunation  of  nil  IntereJt«,  as 
to  get  an  indei>c-ndent  line  froia  Eugluiul  tA>  India 
by  way  of  the  Red  Sea;  and  for  working  the 
railway  tidcgnvnlis  in  India  in  conjunction  with 
it,  for  eventually  completing  direct  oommunicai- 
tion  between  Englatid  and  Ale\:ui<]ria  r/<J 
Gibraltar  and  Malta,  for  continuing  the  lines  to 
China  and  Australia;  and  for  making  arrange- 
ments with  the  Governmettt  'flndiiv  Fnr  lirin;_nti!r 
the  Persian  Gulf  line  as  well  as  the  ln(ii:in  laud, 
lines  all  under  one  reeponsible  «nd  efficient 
administmtion. 

fi:U.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  fflHure  of 
the  Red  Sea  line,  which  was  orig'nully  lui  l  ih  i  -rn? 
— The  causes  of  failure  of  the  lino  by  the  Red  Sea 
to  India  were  too  K^ht  and  weak  a  cable;  too 
tight  laying,  insufficient  surveys  of  tlie  bed  of 
the  sea  where  the  cable  was  laitl,  the  waut  of 
protection  of  the  outer  wires  from  the  action  of 
the  water,  and  the  want  of  any  experience  in 
aimihir  wurks  for  guidance  in  laying  the  Red  Sea 
litit'. 

632.  On  what  grounds  do  you  expect  to  be 
more  successful  in  the  attempt  wfaidt  you  are 
projectingf— The  groande  for  evpeettng  anoMn 

in 
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in  renewed  operations  arc  the  greater  perfectioil 
of  the  modern  cable  as  to  insulation  ami  ctmcluct- 
ing  powers ;  an  to  strcnjjth,  weight,  and  nrotec- 
tioD  of  tiie  outer  wiree,  tnc  moM  cwafal  uying, 
iBpTBTfid  maohiaerjr  for  the  purpoM,  aoeur«te 
$anvn  of  the  nea  bed,  selection  antl  adoption  of 
Uie  liue  of  j»r(,'fcral>lc  tlojidi  ami  Imttum,  and  the 
pottfeMiou  of  past  varied  auil  cuachieive  experi- 
«Boe;  and  to  seonr*  efficiency  in  working  by  the 
ein|*loyin«iit  «f  an  experiouied  and  adeqiwtely 

1  -trill' 

•  1)  y  ni  pro|)06G  to  carry  thftt  fine  <bwn 
tk  ikd  i>«a  from  iiw*  ? — The  eompen^  are  un- 
decided as  to  wheAer  to  use  the  Egyptian  IineB, 

Of  fill-  tiL'cn  sajJii-oti'iI.  t>i  M;i''.-»uw:i!i,  or  to  i-nii- 

tiinh  th'  (iecp  aca  line  froui  iSuez;  but  the  rc- 
eoeiiMU'iidution  that  they  reeeived  in  Egypt,  from 
vtrv  authorities  there,  wa?,  in  ordtr  to  ren- 
der it  iii(U')>cndeut  of  any  laiul  lines,  if  ]N>ti«ible) 
to  lay  the  line  independently  from  Suez. 

6U.  Has  any  firah  examination  of  the  bottom 
of  die  Bed  Sea  been  made  einoe  the  time  of  die 
iMliue  of  tlie  campany  wbiob  you  mooeeded? — 

i  >.  Rut  was  not  the  fiulnre  of  that  line  attri- 

lii.t.il-li-  in  n  n-rcat  (lop;rec  to  cin  iinistani'Os  con- 
]  i  >  It'll  witli  the  Ldttoin  oi'  ihc  J{«  d  Sea  — 1  t-j*eak 
Mifli  dilKdencc  urn. a  .-^uljecta  upon  which  Sit 
Charles  Bright^  Mr.  Clark  ana  other  proDee- 
lic^iial  gentlemen  ean  sneak  so  mnch  more  poM- 
tivelj-  and  RXith<iiitatIvt'l\  ;  hut  I  am  i^uitc  .-atifi- 
fiedtha^  in  order  to  lay  a  telegraph  line,  the 
■oney  of  the  bed  of  the  eea  should  he  almost  as 
*<Turate  as  the  aurvey  i>f  a  land  liiu^  of  railway. 
T!**-  mirveys  of  the  Bed  Sea  Couipauy  were 
<  ni.'iaaily  exeoute<l  by  a  very  experienced  maUf 
Cajttain  Pullen,  who  specially  devoted  many 
HNitlH  to  that  investigation.  But  It  was  not 
kui>wn  then  how  ]><  rfect  the  Hurvey  would  have 
to  be  made,  and  how  carefully  it  would  hare  to 
bt  followed  in  making  the  line.  The  line  00ca> 
jjunally  f"e!I  uj>f»n  nx'ks  and  hunir  in  festoons,  and 
was  brokeu  by  its  (jwn  weight,  all  which  might 
have  been  avoided  by  a  more  careful  survey. 

Are  the  gentlemen  with  whom  you  are 
in  eommunieation  now  pre;)ared  to  proceed  to 
tJif  I;iyiii;^r  d<l\^■Il  of  a  nijw  line  in  tlu'  Ivcd  Sen, 
pruridcd,  of  course,  that  you  have  the  fuuda  aud 
tber  neeeeaariefl  of  that  kind  forthooming?— 
Ibey  are. 

*)^7.  That  id  to  i-ny,  upon  the  information 
vkich  vou  now  po&.-t  '-s  with  regard  to  the  oon- 
iguntion  of  the  Ked  Sea  ?— Yes. 

fiS8.  Yon  stated  jnst  now  the  combination  of 
varii  ii'  int-  r<',>t.>  which  was  proposed  for  th<'  jmr- 
fxnK!  oi  currying  out  this  very  considerable  scheme ; 
I  »op|)o^e  that  yon  have  very  little  doubt  that 
tint  would  meet  the  object  wliirh  you  have  in 
View  ? — I  am  Hatistictl  that  uothing  short  of  a 
CDtoplete  comprehensive  measure  will  satisfy  the 
jM  expectations  of  the  pabiic,  both  of  India  and 
of  this  country ;  one  which  shall  secure  uniform 
regiilaritv,  which  is  of  iimrc  iiiipoit.'mce  tlian 
c»#t,  and  the  want  of  which  now  renders  the 
tel«gniph  worse  dian  valneleeBi.  The  public  reason- 
s' ly  object  to  subscribe  to  fragmentary  schemes. 
Imperfect  in  themselves,  dependent  upon  the 
forking  of  connecting  lines,  constantly .  under 
repair,  and,  under  the  most  favourable  CVOiun- 
itances,  utterly  unreliable  as  regards  their  chief 
^sl'it,  time.  I  bavo  no  didibl,  tli.it  a  well  eou- 
'I'lered  undertaking,  which  shall  combine  all  the 
teknaph  ioterests,  and  ibaU  «fod  reasooabU 
•*iwMe  to      pnblio  of  its  nMWi  and  iAtentitni 


to  accomplish  the  fpreat  object  of  establishing     Sir  M. 

Berfect  telegmphic  communication  between  (jroat  flftpisaiea. 
Iritiun,   India,  (  liiiiii,  and  Australia,  will  be   

Oordiaily  .~u{>[)ortod  botii  at  home  and  abroad,  17  April 
and  wotiid  be  suoeeaafully  carried  out,  provided  iBtitii 
the  complete  scheme  be  clearly  defined,  and  its 
excrutinii  judiciim.'-ly  ii.;_Milalt'd  aerordiiii,''  to  the 
relative  iiuportatice  ol  the  several  sectionfl  or 
divisions  of  tibe  Irork,  and  to  the  capital  eaUed 
up  from  timr  tn  time. 

639.  It  is  a  principal  feature,  is  it  not,  in  the 
sdieme  which  you  propose,  that  the  whole  of  the 
operations  of  this  company  shall  be  conducted 
under  one  responsibility,  and  by  one  agency?— 
I)v  <inc  Jidiiiiiii.-tratii tn. 

H4I).  So  that  in  tlie  case  of  cumplaiut,  the 
oom|  nny  would  be  the  only  person  to  be  referred 
to,  and  in  the  case  of  responsibility,  thry  would 
be  the  only  person  to  make  guud  anv  claim  under 
their  responsibility  ? — ^Yes ;  there  sbould  be  one 
undivided  responsibility. 

641.  You  have  no  doubt,  probably,  that  with 
n'<;ul:ir  iiud  accurate  working  the  public  will  use 
the  tcloj^raph  very  much  more  thnu  they  <h<  *at 
present  ? — So  soon  as  regularity  in  desiuitch  and 
arrival  can  be  secured,  the  cost  not  l)eing  exces- 
sive, the  public  will  undoobtedly  make  use  of  the 
te1enT»i>h  to  an  extent  far  exoee^g  anything 
tbat  ha-  yet  In  en  known,  exeept  in  the  United 
.*>tate8  ;  and  i  have  no  douiit  that  within  a  very 
few  ycor:",  when  the  contemplated  line.s  shall  have 
been  completed,  ainl  the  line  is  laid  direet  from 
England  to  Alexondriu,  one  page  at  leu*t  of  the 
"  Tillies"  nnd  principal  daily  papers  will  be  ex- 
clusively devoted  to  the  telegraphic  tidtiwa  of 
the  preceding  day  from  alT  parts  of  India, 
China,  and  Au-itrall.T,  nnd  a  edrresjiondlnrj  dc.s- 
pateii  shewn  in  rite  papers  of  India,  the  coknios, 
and  China,  in  rcgavd  to  Enropeaa  news ;  I  am 
quite  satisfied  of  that, 

642.  You  speak  now  with  regard  to  ])ublic  in- 
tclligcnoe? — CerUunly.   With  a  proper  firgani- 

zation,and  the  prnprr  inorins  brin;j:  adopted, which 
have  never  yet  been  adopted,  there  is  nothing  to 
prevent  the  news  of  yesterdav  in  China,  Inoia, 

ami  Australia,  bein^r  in  lo^layV  "  Timt  s." 

643.  Is  not  another  principal  ti^'atiire  in  your 
scheme  the  entire  avoidance  of  what  we  may  call 
contincutal  complications?  —  Ve.^.  tliat  i^  nne  rul- 
vantagc  that  would  be  derived  troni  :in  alternative 
line;  and  that  would  be  oni^  Inducement  to  con- 
tinental  nations  to  improve  tlicir  lines  when  they 
find  that  people  are  not  obliged  to  resort  to 
tliem. 

644.  Arc  you  suHiciently  prejiarcd  with  the 
details  of  this  undertaking  to  state  those  details 
to  the  Committee  ?— By  the  >tb  of  this  month, 
if  the  Committee  would  be  prepared  to  receive 
them,  I  shall  be  able  to  lay  very  complete  state- 
ments, with  all  the  details,  before  the  Committee. 

645.  Does  your  programme  involve  any  appH- 
cution  to  the  fiiivcrnment  of  tlua  country  fl  r  • 
peuuniai'y  assistance  in  the  f(»rtn  of  subvention  or 
otherwise? — The  subject  has  not  yet  been  de- 
cided ;  Init  I  think  tliat  tlic  Government,  when 
tlie  vnoM  cvmcs  before  tliem,  will  be  better  pre- 

Kred  to  give  sonw  ocoditional  subsidy,  tban  to 
at  the  mercy  of  a  powerful  company  who 
may  dictate  their  own  terms  to  them. 

(>IC>.  Yoii  have  at  tlic  jue^eiit  time  no  interest 
in  applying  for  public  money  in  any  form  ? — 2»o. 

647.  Except  lor  service  rentlered  in  the  trans- 
mission of  messages  ? — Precisely  so. 

P  4  648.  Chairman.^ 
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Latiheb  Clabk,  Esq.,  aiU«d  in;  and  £xanun«d. 


X.  Clarkf      M8.  CfttfarnMni.]  You  have  been  for 
E$q.       years  largely  engaged  in  tcleranph  operaUons,  U 

  a  civil  engineer,  Iiavc  you  notr — ^Yes. 

_  j^pfjj  645.  WcMc  vou  empUn'cd  profcssionjiHy  in  con- 
nection  with  the  lado-Europeau  line  ? — Jointly 
yn&i  Str  Charles  Br^t,  I  was  engineer  to  the 
8ut)marinc  portion  of  it  in  the  Feni«n  Gnlf*  Mid 
to  Kurrachee,  in  India. 

650.  What  is  popularly  known  as  the  Indo- 
European  line  between  Fao,  at  the  h^ead  of  the 
Persian  Gulf,  and  Kurrachce  ? — Yes,  the  snbma* 
rinc  portion  of  the  Hue. 

651.  Did  ^ou  superintend  the  laying  of  it 
down? — I  did  not  sunerintend  the  laying  of  it 
down.  Sir  Chnrlo.^  Briijlit  was  out  tlu-re,  and 
superintended  the  oporation  of  laying  it  down, 
but  our  firm  had  the  management  of  the  oable 
in  fill?  country,  directing  its  manufacture. 

652.  Arc  you  acquainted  with  the  present 
condition  of  the  line  by  report  ? — Yes ;  it  is  in 
very  excellent  condition.  I  receive  frequent 
reports  from  the  offieere  that  its  insulation  is 
better  than  win  n  it  was  laid  down  f  wliirh  is  a 
very  common  circumstance  with  such  iincs  on 
account  of  the  age  and  the  tcuipermture)*  and  that 
it  U  in  |icrfc'ct  w  nkinij  onlcr. 

653.  liiid  you  anything  to  do  with  the  selec- 
tion of  the  operators  upon  it  ? — A  ^rcat  many  (tf 
them  1  selected  myseltl  They  were  all  selected 
under  our  knovledgo  and  recommendation. 

654.  And  liavc  tliev  prorotl  tluniu^elvcs  worthy 
of  your  recomnieiidation  ? — i  think  they  have 
quite.  1'ho  staff  is  very  effioient,  and  I  believe 
that  the  duties  arc  in  every  way  performed  in  a 
moat  satiflfactory  manner, 

655.  Arc  you  in  communication  with  the  per- 
sons employed  upon  the  tele^ph? — Privately* 
not  officially,  I  am  in  oommtmication  with  some 
of  iheni. 

656.  But  still  from  the  intere^^t  \^  Inch  yuu  take 
in  it  as  the  manufkcturer  of  the  Hue,  you  keep 
yotirsflf  m  conf't.Tnt  communication  with  the 
utlieers  of  the  line  so  as  to  know  what  the  prac- 
tical result  of  your  attention  to  the  cable  is  now  ? 
—Precisely. 

667.  Do  you  happen  to  know  what  time  was 
taken  in  the  transmission  of  niO:^?a^'-e^  ? — I  have 
seen  a  report  in  which  it  is  stated  that  thrce- 
<ltiarters  of  an  hour  was  tlie  average  time  for 
transmission  during  one  month,  which,  I  think, 
was  about  three  months  back ;  and  1  dare  my 
tliat  eontinuea  to  be  the  average  at  the  present 
time  between  Kurrachee  and  fao.  There  are 
repeating  stations  at  Gwadd,  Mussedom,  and 

Busliire. 

658.  Ill  the  case  of  all  messages? — Usually 
they  are  repeated  at  those  places* 

6.>[».  Could  not  yon  pns?  a  message  right 
through  ? — We  could  pu-s  a  message  right  through 
very  easily,  but  we  should  get  a  somewhat  slower 
speed  by  doing  so,  and  at  present  it  is  found  pre- 
jfernhfe  to  transmit  diem  to  each  station.  But  if 
the  hn-ine^s  increased  it  would  not  he  diffii  tilt  af 
all  to  use  a  mcclianipnl  relay  for  transmitting 
them  mechanically  d  i  r(  <  1 1  v  through,  wUeh  would 
giv  11^  an  increased  speed. 

(5yU.  Then,  so  fur  as  the  telegr.aphic  service 
between  this  country  and  India  has  been  unsatis- 
factory, have  you  reason  to  know  that  none  of 
ihat  want  of  satis^MStion  ia  due  to  the  Indo-E  wo- 
peaa  part  of  the  sj»t«m?— I  may  say  certainly 


not  During  14  days  it  was  out  of  repair.  But 
that  would  not  of  itself  ^ve  rise  to  dissstaiiftifh 
tion. 

661.  ITave  ynu  given  your  attention  at  all  to 
that  particular  service  between  this  country  sod 
India  as  to  other  parts  of  it  than  the  part  whieb 

you  have  just  been  speaking  of? — I  have  always 
collected  all  the  infonuatiou  I  could  upon  the 
subject,  and  I  have  paid  much  attention  to  it. 

662.  Were  you  a  party  to  the  propositions 
which  were  made  in  1863  to  the  Indian  Govern- 
ment for  the  establislitneiit  ol'  a  diti'eient  system 
of  telegraphic  communication  in  India? — Yes; 
I  was  rather  an  active  party  in  assistinf  the  mat* 
ter,  and  in  getting  it  together.  It  was  arran^'cd 
that  all  the  telegraphs  of  the  railwa}  companies 
in  India  sliould  be  combined  into  one  associ** 
tion,  so  as  to  fonn  one  large  telegrapli  comjjany, 
and  that  new  lines  should  be  erected,  ana  that 
directors  from  each  of  the  railway  companies 
should  be  selected,  in  fact,  they  were  actually 
selected,  and  appointed  provisionally.   That  was 

in  rniiiunctinn  with  the  Chairman  of  the  KlectnV 
and  Jntcrnatiooal  Company  in  i^u^h 


and 


Grimston;  and  also  the  deputy  chairman,  and 
some  other  gentlemen  connected  with  India  and 
with  telegraphs.  It  was  proposed  that  they 
sliould  he  a.sgOciated  into  one  conipanv,  takiiii; 
the  wires  on  all  the  railway  lines  iti  India  under 
their  charge ;  they  were,  in  fact,  to  take  tlie  tele- 
graph lines  th<Mns(dv09,  to  maintain  them  for 
the  railway  company,  to  estahlieh  new  coinmuui- 
eating  wires,  and  to  form  a  company  worked  by 
European  operators  of  the  very  best  kind.  That 
proposition  was  drawn  out  in  full,  was  agreed  to 
by  all  the  railway  companies,  with  the  exception, 
I  believe,  of  one,  and  was,  1  think,  submitted 
the  Indian  Government.  I  believe  tliat  the  r(.|ily 
received  fnmi  them  wa^,  that  tlif!  authorities  in 
India  did  not  assent  to  its  adoption. 

663.  And  nothing  more  bus  been  dcme  upon 
the  matter  since  ? — I  believe  that  nothing  more 
has  been  done  upon  the  matter  since  ;  the  com. 
pany  is  still  partially  in  axbtence,  bnt  not  doiiq; 
anything. 

664.  You  stated,  did  yon  not,  that  all  the 

railway  companies  but  one  were  parties  to  your 
proposition? — Yes,  1  helieve  all  but  one;  I  can 
give  you  the  names  f>f  the  cnmpames;  they  were 
the  Kafit  India  liailway  Company,  the  Great 
Indian  Peninsula  Kaihvay  C'ompany,  the  ^ladras 
Railway  Company,  tlu;  (ireat  Scmtheni  ol  In  lii 
Railway  Company,  the  Eastern  Bengal  Uoilway 
Company,  and  the  Bombay,  Baroda,  and  Central 
India  Railway  Cninfinny :  the;  S'elnde  Unilway 
Company,  we  did  not  a]»piy  to,  whether  from 
neglect  or  design  I  do  not  know ;  it  was  our  in- 
tention afterwards  to  have  included  them  in  the 
same  arrangement. 

6C.J.  In  point  of  fact,  the  proposal  M'hich  you 
made  was  this,  that  you  and  the  gentlemen  whom 
you  were  then  connected  with,  forming  yourselves 
into  a  company,  shonld  work  the  telegraphic 
wires  of  each  railway,  under  agreement  with  the 
railway  companies  7 — ^That  was  so;  they  receiving 
a  portion  of  the  receipts  and  other  payments. 

666.  The  whole  of  which  was  reduced  into 
writing  ? — Yes ;  the  whole  was  reduced  into  wri- 
ting and  submitted  in  one  complete  uniform  form 
to  tiie  Indian  Govamment  far  thdr  sanetkm. 

667.  Have  yon  made  yourself  aoqoainted  with 

the 
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the  general  character  of  the  Tele<?rnph  Service 
in  India  as  carried  ou  bv  tke  (iovernment? — 
Only  by  constant  hearsay,  }iaving  been  connected 
fivmaujr  yews  with  telegraphy  in  this  country. 
I  hare  had  the  sending  out -of  the  majority 
of  the  emiilovcd  who  iirc  now  operating  in  India 
and  supcriutcudin;^  tlie  iiac»>  and  I  am  ^till  in 
comniunioaitfam  witii  many  of  them,  and  I  hear 
from  them  generaUy  the  «tate  of  the  linee  in 
India. 

668.  They  are  Un^,  I  believe,  which  traverijc 
the  country  in  Ttrious  directiona  without  refer* 
nice  to  the  course  taken  by  the  Toilwsye? — 

Entirely  .•*o. 

669.  Dues  not  it  strike  you  that  a  line  of  rail* 
is  tlic  natural  course  for  a  telegraphic  line 

f.f  communication  to  take  ?  —I  think  unquestion- 
ably it  a  the  most  easy  liuu  lo  maiutain.  Any 
denet  in  it  ia,  of  course,  reached  with  mMUi 
peiter  speed  than  it  oould  be  acrow  die  open 
country.  Aho  it  is  overloolced  very  much  more 
easily  and  more  cou^tantly  by  the  constant  passage 
of  guards  and  others,  who  give  intimation  of  it  if 
they  perceive  any  defect.  So  that  I  think  tlie 
railway  forms  the  itrfiirul  roate  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  tclcgru}))),  much  better  thuu  the  open 
country. 

670.  It  is  accesiiiblc  at  aU  times  to  inspection 
by  every  |>assing  train,  ami  it  is  equally  accessible 
for  rojiair  ? — Ye^  ;  :in  J  nioro  .so. 

671.  Being  in  that  respect  very  diifercntly' 
ehennnlanot^  iron  the  tclegrapliic  wire  which 
goes  aerOffS  the  country  wllliout  reforonce  what- 
ever Ut  the  eumiiiuniL.sition8  Y — L  udoubtcdly. 

672.  Do  you  tJiink  that  if  tltat  arrangeoent 
had  been  carried  out  the  aervice  which  you  con- 
templated introdudng;  into  India  would  hare  been 
more  useful  as  a  distribulur  of  the  nu's-sagL'rf  from 
Eoghuui  to  Kurrachee,  tlian  the  Government 
lervice  has  been  ?•— I  feel  oonfident  that.,  ad  we 
should  have  performed  the  sen  ice  with  the  very 
best  English  superintendents  and  clerks,  and  per- 
formed it  in  the  very  best  English  style,  it  would 
have  obviated  all  the  oofflplainte  of  the  woriuqg 
of  the  telegraph  in  India,  so  &r  aa  regarded 
main  Calcutta  linet  and  all  the  main  trunk  Unea 
of  the  country'. 

678.  Did  yon  intend  establishing  other  lines 
besides  tho.-e  ^^  hich  are  upon  the  railways  now  ? 
— It  was  part  of  our  priqto.siliun  at  one  time  to 
tdce  over  the  entire  system  from  the  (ioverumeut 
into  our  own  hands.  But  we  liad  r<^on  .to 
apprehend  that  tliere  would  he  difficulties  in 
arranging  it,  and  so  wo  coutontod  om  ^elvc.^  in  the 
fint  place  with  arranging  only  for  the  main  trunk 
ndways. 

671.  You  did  not  make  any  specific  proposition 
to  tiic  (jovemment  to  take  over  the  Imes? — We 
did  not  make  any  proposition  to  tlie  Gh>Tenunent. 

67d.  With  regard  to  the  main  line  oonmiiiiu* 
cation  by  telcgmph  between  titis  country  and 
India  ;  arc  you  ot'  i-pinii  )M  that  the  puhlic  intciL'sts 
vould  be  served  by  tiie  substitution  of  more  than 
one,  or  in  fact  of  many  lines  for  the  single  one 
which  now  cxi.--f.^  \>y  the  Persian  Otdf? — Cer- 
tainly. I  tliiiik  that  uU  tlie  tiuus  that  could  be 
foniK-d  t'rom  here  to  India  should  be  encouraged. 
I  believe  tljat  there  would  be  plenty  of  traffic 
for  several  lined.  I  would  specially  point  out,  as 
bciii;;  till"  mu.-rt  ^lb^iou.■^  and  tiu'  nio,-t  important 
ia  the  first  instance,  the  £ed  Sea  route,  which 
WH  attempted,  and  in  fact  I  think  I  may  say 
cx-rriitoi!.  on  a  r«itiiicr  occi^Ion,  hut  failed  in 
working  immediately  after  it  was  laid. 

0^ 


67fi.  Had  you  any  connection  with  tlie  old 
Ited  Sea  telegraph  liue  ?- — I  had  none  at  the 
time  it  was  first  laid,  but  I  was  afterwaixls  de> 
sircil  to  go  out  on  behalf  of  the  .Telegraph  to  India 
Company,  and  report  on  the  cause  of  raefinlnre ; 
and  1  went  out  a^  far  a.s  India,  hcing  jtrovidcd 
with  a  t;teaiiier  suid  projter  ap])liances  with  the 
view  of  endeavouring  to  restore  l]ie  wluAe  conw 
ninTiiratlon  if  it  were  po.-^.<ihlc,  or  any  part  if  it 
wcic  iMj^-ribh',  ami  re jiorting  on  the  cause  of  the 
failure  and  tlie  best  .-<te{>s  to  be  taken  for  rein- 
stating the  line  in  future. 

€77.  To  what  do  yon  attribute  the  break* 
down  of  tlie  Ked  Sea  Line?—  Tl,c  i  hief  and 
most  immcdintc  cause  of  the  failure  of  the  Bed 
Sea  Line  was  the  rusting  of  the  iron  wire.  It 
was  a  small  cable  of  unprotected  iron  wires,  and 
the  ocean  there  is  generally  rather  salt,  and  irou 
seems  to  decay  oven  more  rapidly  than  ueuaL 
Wherever  I  lifted  the  line»  wluch  was  at  a  very 
great  many  points  between  Snez  and  India,  I 
lound  the  iron  wires  invariably  greatly  deeayed 
and  rusted  nway;  ao  much  so,  tluit  almost  at 
every  100  yards  we  found  the  gutta  perclia  per> 
fectly  unprotected  by  anything,  and  tiic  portions 
of  iron  wire  which  had  not  di&appeaied  tcraii- 
nating  in  sharp  points  like  needles,  the  line 
depending  £<x  its  strength  solely  on  the  guitn 
percba.  Anothw  cause  which  tended  greatiy  to 
aggravate  the  evil  M'as,  that  Uie  line  liad  been 
laid  excessively  taut}  the  brcaka  used  in  put* 
ting  it  down  has  evidently  been  screwed  rather 
hani,  and  the  line  was  stretched  across  from  jioint 
to  point  wherever  there  were  rocks ;  so  much  so 
that  at  some  ])arts  I  found  not  Uiore  titan  25  per 
cent,  of  the  cable  resting  on  the  nound>  the  f» 
mainder  banging  in  festoons  j  tms  became  co« 
vered  with  cor.Hi  and  shell  and  cca-weed.s,  and 
thcic  became  so  heavy,  that  tlieir  weight  broke 
down  the  gutta  pcrcha  which  was  the  only  re- 
maining strength,  and  the  line  di-opped  spontar 
ncousiy  into  separate  lengths;  the  longest  length 
I  found  peifeet  between  Saes  and  Iiraia  was  50 


678.  In  Tvbat  year  was  that  cable  constructed? 
~I  think  in  1859  and  1860;  th«  year  that  I  went 

out  was  18t>2. 

679.  I  sup{)08c  that  the  cable  which  you  oon« 
Htructed  for  tlu  Persian  Gulf  line  may  be  con- 
iiidcrcd  to  represent  the  improvement  in  the 
{iractical  construction  of  telegraph  wires  between 
the  time  wlum  the  Ited  Sea  wire  was  made,  and 
when  the  Perrian  Gulf  wire  was  made  ? — I  think 
it  docs  fairly  so.  I  think  it  would  be  eonsidcred 
now-a-days  by  most  engineers  to  be  an  escellcut 
cable. 

680.  Mr.  A>/rtou.J  The  Commission  on  the 
construction  of  Marme  Telegraphs,  a]i])ointed  by 
the  Government,  carried  on  its  inve.->tigationSy 
did  they  not,  intermediatdjY  between  the  lajring 
down  of  the  cable  in  the  Iwd  Sea  and  the  time 
when  you  hild  down  the  Persian  Gulf  Cable? — 
Yes,  they  did  so ;  that  Commission  sat  in  1  i<59. . 

681.  t^airman.'}  Should  you  recommend  for 
the  purposes  of  communication  in  tlie  Ked  Sea  a 
cable  ot  a  similar  character  to  tliat  iu  the  P<>r-(inn 
GuIfF^^X  should  do  so  certainly.  I  am  not 
aware  of  an^r  great  modification  that  could  be 
introduced  with  advantage  at  present. 

082.  Have  you  reaily  sufficiently  advanced 
in  science  since  tlic  original  lied  bea  line  was 
made  to  be  tolerably  confident  in  your  own  mind 
that  a  cable  made  iu  the  jiresciit  day  wo;:M.  i'or  a 
long  period  of  time,  auawci*  the  piu'po::ics  oi  com- 
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I.  C^ari,  inxmication  by  way  of  the  Red  Soa  ? — Yes,  I  feel 
£•%  in  my  own  Buid  perfecdy  oertain  that  a  cable  laid 
■  I  I        dofWD  now  hi  the  Bed  Sea,  uutead  of  filing  as  it 

]7AviI  did,  wouM  form  a  Tery  permanent  and  cuiclent 
ll§^  oommunicatioD.  I  ezaniined  the  route  very  care- 
fbttf  throuj^  the  wbole  dibtaix  wherever  I  \ud 
reason  to  puppect  difficullio.-,  lookhiji  p>prr'i:illy 
to  the  <[uestii>ii  of  coral  iu  the  J{«m1  Sea  mul  the 
rocks  Jilonp  the  southern  coast  ol  Ariiliia  ;  and  I 
«ni  of  opinion  that  a  cable  could  easily  be  laid  in 
■mmdingH  vrhere  it  could  be  Tefnired  and  re- 
covered in  ciiFe  of  damage,  with  the  exception, 
perhaps,  oi  a  email  portion  near  Muscat^  a  very 
small  portion  v>f  line,  and  iJiat  eonld  be  avoided 
by  a  If  iTiixor  detour. 

C83.  Vou  think  that  you  arc  sufficiently 
acquainted  with  the  bottom  of  the  Bed  Sea  to 
•enable  you  to  speak  with  confidence  upon  that 
•point  ? — think  that  fiirther  surveyB  would  be 
Oc>ir;>lilf  liefvU'c  xrtnjilly  l;iyiii<:  dn\vn  the  calilp  ; 
but  1  am  certain  from  what  1  saw  that  it  l'unii!<  a 
Tery  good  and  efficient  rente  fior  laying  down  a 
siibmarinp  rnlile.  and  that  one  may  hu  laid  and 
■maintained  iliere  with  |>erl'ect  ease  and  cer- 
tainty. 

684.  When  you  aay  from  what  yoa  saw,  yon 

mean  from  the  aeqnaintuioe  that  you  had  and 

thf  ('>:;uniii;itIoii  flial  niadr  (if  ifii-  bottom  of 
the  Ked  Sea? — From  the  charts  ot  aouudiugs 
diftt  I  took  with  me,  comparing  them  from  place 
to  ])lace  with  mv  own  <>t)-.L'rvations  and  .<rtnnaing6 
and  exnmiuatiim  of  the  route.  1  had  a  steamer 
epccially  provided  for  that  object.  I  had  every 
&ciUty  for  examinini;  the  coai^t. 

685.  Your  special  puqwee,  tlien,  was  to  see  what 
"the  bottom  \v:if«  .' — A-  Hicn  as  I  found  that  I 
"Could  not  restore  the  old  cable,  i  devoted  myself 
entirely  to  examunnf  the  iworte  widi  a  view  to 
laying  down  a  new  one. 

-  686.  Dili  you  examine  the  southern  coast  of 
Arabia  ? — The  whole  length  of  it. 

687.  la  it  a  favourable  coast  for  laying  a 
line? — Decidedly  so;  very  much  more  so  than  I 
should  have  expected,     1  here  are  rocky  portions 

along  it,  bat  by  a  careful  eturvey  the  line  might  be 
made  quite  as  permanent  as  is  reqtneite. 

fi88.  Arc  thern  statinns  on  the  coast  where  the 
cable  could  be  brought  up  <'or  the  purpose  of 
Teipetition? — Yes.  The  route  I  should  reoam- 
mend  startii^  from  Egypt  would  be  to  cross  the 
dc.«crt  to  some  point ;  perhaps  Massowah  might 
be  a  favoura1)]e  point.  I  myself  went  up  tlie 
Kile  to  examine  that  part  of  the  route,  and  crossed 
^  Desert  to  a  plaee  near  Kosaeir,  which  appeared 
a  mo?t  favourable  point :  it  is  a  little  ^axt  a  little 
above  the  middle  of  the  Ked  Sea  which  pinnts 
townnlsthe  southward;  that  point  is  a  singularly 
favourable  point  to  start  from.  I  went  as  far  as 
that,  and  I  obtained  the  pennisoion  of  the  Pn^hn 
of  Egypt  to  make  use  of  his  poles  up  the  Nilo 
and  a  nrman  from  him  to  the  Arabs  who  are 
liomniflllv  under  his  control ;  and  I  made  arrange- 
niont?!  with  the  Arab*  for  a  subsidiary  ]>aymcnt 
of  such  a  character  tliat  T  niu  coovioc^  tliat  if  a 
line  were  carried  ov>  r  tliat  country  there  would 
be  no  difiiiidty  of  any  kind  whatever. 

686.  Ha.-»  the  Pa!?ha  a  line  up  the  Valley 
of  the  Nile  now?  —  He  had  a  con8idcrable 
way  up  the  Nile,  and  he  is  now  canying  the 
line  POMth  the  entire  length  of  the  Valley  of 
the  Nile,  and  lToiul'  acpi-s  U\  a  |>ninf  oa  the 
lied  8en,  Soiuikiu,  2-.>  dowu  the  Keil  Sea. 

690.  Souakin  in  in  latitude  1})'?— Yc-, 
601.  And  Sues  is  about  latitude  32*?— Yes. 


692.  So  that  by  using  the  Valley  of  the  Nile 
you  would  laive  about  13  degrees  of  latitude  of 
fluhoarine  cable  P— Yes. 

693.  Is  not  that  a  great  consideration  ? — Ye>,  I 
think  it  is  a  matter  of  the  grcntest  consideration 
in  point  of  price ;  and  1  do  not  think  it  would 
be  any  dotrinicut  in  point  of  efficiency. 

694.  Do  you  suppose  that  there  would  be  any 
objection  on  the  part  of  the  Pasha  to  alIo>v  you 
the  control  of  that  wire  through  the  Vallejr  of  the 
Kile? — The  late  Pasha  gave  me  every  asnstance, 
and  provided  me  with  steamboats,  kc,  and  1 
think  the  present  Pasha  would  do  the  same  \  I 
dare  say  expecting  smne  payment  in  return,  sodm 
portion  of  the  receipts ;  I  have  reason  to  think, 
from  whuL  1  have  heard,  tliat  he  would  do  so. 

695.  After  pastsiug  up  Cape  Bae-el-Uad,  the 
north-^ast  point  of  the  southern  coast  of  Arabia, 
in  which  direction  would  you  take  your  proposed 
line? — 1  -In  iilil  f;o,  I  think,  to  Muscat,  and  then 
cnws  towards  (Jhurbar,  on  the  Mekraii  Coast; 
the  mter  is  very  deep  there.   I  remember  I 

Eicked  up  the  cable  in  60f)  fathoms  there,  but  I 
elicve  the  water  goes  to  a  very  much  greater 
dei>th.  As  far  as  rocks  were  concerned,  1  found 
that  the  bottom  was  bad  and  rocky,  but  I  would 
avoid  that  portion  and  keep  along  the  coast  more 
roun'l  toward:*  the  Persiatt  Gul^tttd  then  ctoas 
in  shallower  water. 

696.  Would  not  it  be  practicable  to  take  your 
line  from  Cape  llas-ol-Ilad  thr(uiti;h  tiie  town  of 
Muscat,  and  alon^  the  coast  up  tti  Mussedon  ? — 
I  think  not  advisable.  The  Ajrabs  are  very 
troublesome  and  dangerous  tbers>  and  at  the 
present  moment  they  are  in  a  state  of  insurrec- 
tion, ami  are  not  (rood  peo]>]e  to  deal  with.  The 
late  Imaum  of  Muscat  was  extremely  friendly* 
and  offered,  and  I  believe  he  would  Imve  f^veut 
every  possible  as?istanee  himself,  but  he  had  not 
full  coutrol  over  that  portion  of  his  dominions. 

697*  "Wliat  would  yoa  popoas  to  do  after  get- 
ting to  Mussedon ;  would  you  propose  to  yan. 
on  to  the  other  line,  or  to  form  a  separate  one  of 
your  own? — That  is  more  a  political  than  an 
electrical  question.  The  present  line  is  very 
efficient  and  very  good,  and  at  present  I  dars 
pay  could  ilo  all  the  I)U6ine?s  of  that  route  :  hut 
in  a  very  short  time  the  business  will  increase, 
SO  that  an  additional  lin«  ^ill  beoome  iiidis> 
pensable. 

69K.  Has  the  bottom  of  the  Arabian  Sea  been 
founde<l  between  Bss-el-Had  and  Bombay     I ^ 
believe  not 

699.  Is  it  too  long  a  distance  to  work  by  one 

wire?  —It  is  not  at  aU  ttiO  lonffa  distance  tn  work 
lj\  one  wire;  but  at  present  we  liave  had  »o  little 
experience  in  the  permanent  maintenance  of  deep 
sea  lines,  that  it  would  be  considered,  I  think, 
rather  a  gratuitous  risk  to  go  direct  across  there, 
although  personally  1  have  no  doubt  that  in  a 
few  years  it  will  be  very  much  the  custom  to 
crass  such  depths  as  this,  and  that  the  telegraph 
will  be  eventindly  taken  from  Muscat  direct  to 
Bombay ;  but  our  present  experience  would 
scarcely  warrant  aa  engineer  in  taldng  that 
course. 

7W.  Have  you  descril>ed  to  the  (>)mmittee  the 
whole  of  your  scheme  for  connecting  the  Kuro- 
pean  system,  which  terminates  at  Cairo  or  buez, 
with  India?— Yes.  I  may  say  that  I  would  pro- 
pose stations  at  Massowali,  at  Aden,  and  at 
MacuUah,  (where  I  lauded,  aud  made  arrauge- 
mciits  for  making  a  station,  and  received  a  very 
fri«idly  reception  from  the  Arabs),  and  at  the 
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KNriB  Hooiri*  lafamda.  I  do  not  liiiiik  tlwt  I 

fminil  I\a.-i-el-Had  a  favourable  part  of  the 
countrj.  I  would  then  proceed  to  Muscat,  and 
tWnee  to  Kurrachee,  cro«eiug  over  to  the  Me- 
kru  oMMt,  and  so  along  the  coast  to  Kurrachee. 

701.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  line 
which  hae  lately  heeii  opened  Itctwei-u  Alexandria 
ud  Diarbekir? — 1  have  not  much  knowladg*  of 
il,  only  by  hearsay. 

"02.  Ycu  arc  auarfi  tluit  that  line  ha?  been 
opeiM^I  ?  —  1  am  awoie  tliut  a  line  has  beeu 
fioidlictl,  partly  by  the  Turkiah  Ooreronient. 

70;i.  Will  not  one  of  the  great  udvanta^rea  of 
the  line  which  you  prit]>Ofle  he  this :  that  in  tlie 
event  of  difliculties  in  European  Turkey,  or  in 
Gennamyj  meaaagM  might  06  .e«nt  by  way  of 
FnM«  «ad  Italy  to  Alexudm,  ami  wmoe  ovar 
tilt  line  fixmi  Alexandria  to  Diarbekir,  and  so  hy 
the  ludo-Europcaa  line'/ — Yes,  certainly;  even 
before  the  other  liBe  was  eomplatad,  or  in  ooo- 
juDction  with  it. 

704.  But  after  the  other  line  was  completed  it 
would  fonn  an  alternative  line,  useful  for  the 
pufOM  of  security,  and  uaeftil  also  as  relieving 
Ae  vther  line  of  a  yiortioii  of  trliBt  may  itroTe  to 
be  too  imirb  work  for  it  ?— YflStitwOua  {HTOVea 
pertei  t  .liter native  liae. 

705.  Sir  CbarUx  Briaht.']  The  opwartioHM 
wliicli  vou  have  apoken  of  for  rc-cptnblishing  the 
Hk'I  beu  line  were  abandoned  in  the  autumn  uf 
1862,  were  they  not,  in  consequence  of  the  Go- 
vcnunent  of  liidia  dacidiiig  on  eanyios  on  the 
fine  by  way  of  the  Persian  Gulf?— Tea.  On 
Biy  rtturn  to  this  country  I  made  a  rep«)rt  to  tbo 
Xelegrnjih  uf  India  Company,  in  which  I  in- 
fetmed  them  of  the  state  of  their  line,  and  the 
eanse  of  their  ffiihire,  ttnd  rtronply  recommended 
them  to  proceed  at  once  U>  form  a  compauy  to  lay 
ft  cahic  by  the  Persian  Gulf,  and  the  River  Tigris 
or  Xnomrates  to  Constantinople:  they  accord- 
■gly  formed  a  ooin])any  witS  that  object,  and 
made  an  n[)])lieati<)n  to  the  Goverumeiit  for  per- 
mi&iion  to  do  6o,  and  then  we  learned  that  the 
Government  had  already  taken  in  hand  the  Pei^ 
rum  Gulf  scheme. 

706.  Air.  Ai/rttm.j  Did  yuu  amily  to  the 
Government  in  1863,  to  carry  out  this  scheme  of 
taking  over  the  Indian  telegniftha ;  do  you  recol- 
lect?— An  application  was  made  by  the  railway 
c<iTii|ianie.-*  to  Government,  nskin^^  them  to  assent 
to  our  propoi^itinn  for  taking  over  the  telegranhs. 

707.  Do  you  recollect  when  you  received  an 
tnswer,  and  whetlier  it  wan  in  Se[)tember  1H64? 
— 1  du  not  remember  the  time  ;  it  wa^  u  long 
time  before  we  got  an  answer. 

706.  Would  not  it  be  very  prejudicial  to  the 
prog  rasa  of  any  private  nndertnking  t<i  be  kept 
15  innnthi<  withimt  an  answer  from  the  Govern- 
■KUt? — If  that  was  the  date,  I  think  a  deli^  of 
IS  um&m  ia  of  course  very  prqndloial  to  the 

prn^n"??"?  of  any  iirrlertaking. 

lOi*.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  arrant;e- 
ttteaU  th&t  are  now  in  force  between  the  railway 
asmpMiiea  ia  this  oouutry  and  the  telegraph 
ompaniet,  for  the  xme  of  the  telegraph  lines  doing 
the  railways?  —  V'  .  1  am  very  lamiliar  with 
them  ;  I  have  negoti;ited  the  msgoritv  of  them,  I 
Ihmk. 

710.  Will  you  be  kind  enonj,'h  (o  inform  the 
Cuounittee  what  is  the  nature  of  the  tuTange- 
SMMi  betweeti  the  difemt  telegraphic  oon^ 
pguas  sad  tha  railway  companies? — Thay  an- 
extremely  variable,  depending  very  much  on  liia 
date  at  whiehr  thflj  were  iomA   In  the ' 
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days,  befiire  my  oooneetion  widi  telegraphs,  it  I^^at^, 
w  as  customary  for  the  railway  comjiaiues  to  pay  Ei^. 

a  very  large  price  for  their  telegraphs,  ana  to   

give  a  great  many  privileges.  About  the  year  ^ZAC^ 
1861,  when  I  first  had  oocasion  to  negotiate  ****** 
agreements  witli  them,  it  was  usual  for  the 
railway  wmpanies  to  gmnt  the  privile<re.s  of  free 
passes  over  their  iine»  and  to  pay  the  cost  of  the 
telcgra])h,  in  contideration  of  the  use  of  the 
electric  companies'  patents,  and  of  their  staff"  for 
working  them.  In  tlie  biter  arranx^cments,  it 
became  usual  for  the  electric  telegraph  companies 
generally,  to  put  up  the  lines  at  their  own  cost, 
and  to  receive  from  the  railway  companies  a  pay- 
ment usually  of  about  5 1,  per  mile  for  the  name 
privileges  and  rulest  the  electric  ^ompuxxj  in 
every  case  taking  the  vrkole  of  the  oomnieriBal 
receipts. 

711.  But  in  any  later  case,  did  the  telegraphic 
company  undertake  the  whole  manageTOcnt  of 
tlie  telegraph  on  the  railway  line.  l)oth  for  the 
purposes  of  the  mil  way  company  a*  well  as  for  the 
public? — It  was  ut«ual  for  the  telegraph  company 
then  to  take  the  whole  management  of  the  tele- 
graph lines  into  their  own  hands,  and  to  supply 
the  clerks  neeess.iry  for  it.  Afterwards  it  was 
found  necessary  to  et<tablish.  a  great  many  signal- 
ling olcrks,  and  also  ngnalling  wirea  on  dilmreat 
railways;  and  now  the  custom  is  pretty  jrcncral 
for  the  ruLlway  cumpauies  still  vvurkiug  under 
the  original  agreements  with  the  telegraph  com- 
pany, to  have  an  independent  system  of  their  own, 
nnmr  dieir  own  officers,  for  working  the  signal- 
lin;,'  np]iaratu-<.  and  to  ]int  nj)  wire«i  on  the 
telegraph  companies'  poles,  or  sometimes  on  their 
own  poles,  for  the  signalling  pnrpoaes  of  the 

trn"n--. 

712.  iiiat  is  merely  for  the  jjiu'|josc  ul  signals 
where  telegraphic  signals  are  used  to  transmit  an 
intimation  of  the  approach  of  trains  and  the  pa^ 
sage  of  trains?— That  is  merely  as  signals  for 

trains  only,  .and  not  for  mes.•^a^c■3  lietween  station- 
master  ami  station-master  conuecud  with  the 
tnnns. 

713.  Then  the  messages  for  the  conduct  of  the 
railway  business  would  still  be  managed  and  su- 
perintended and  transmittc<l  hy  the  telegrapluc 
company  ?— Yes,  bv  their^  clerks.  That  is  a 
general  outline  of  Uie  wdsting  agreement. 

714.  For  which  they  receive  a  payment  from 
the  railway  company  in  gross? — They  only  re- 
ceive a  payment  of  about  o  /.  tor  that,  and  some- 
times 8 and  they  reeeivi'  the  pri\llep;e  uf  free 
passes  and  an  exelusive  right  tu  tekgraidiic  com- 
munication over  the  line. 

715.  You  mean  free  ]>asses  for  the  officers  of 
^  telegraph  company  going  baokwarda  and 
forwards  on  the  busuMsa  <n  the  oompaay  P-^Pre- 
cisely. 

716.  Do  you  know  whether  that  syston  has 
worked  well,  or  whether  tlicre  have  been  a  good 
many  complaints  ou  the  part  uf  railway  eoinj)a- 
nics  of  the  neglect  of  their  business  messages  V — 
There  have  been  singurlarly  few  complaints  oa 
Hie  part  of  railway  companies ;  it  is  a  very  rare 
thiiiL'  for  them  to  complain  ;  it  has  worked  ex- 
tremely wcUi  but  they  are  feeliug  rather  jealous 
now  at  the  piwpenty  of  the  telegraph  companies, 
and  they  are  very  mueh  Inclined,  and  in  some 
cases  they  have  actually  ciuried  out  the  idea  of 
•working  the  telegraphs  on  their  owu  account. 

717.  That  is  to  say,  having  no  tel^p»^  com- 
panies workuig  their  Una  at  all,  but  takuw  the 
whole  thing  into  flisir  ovm  handa  as  pert  oftlu  Ir 
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L.  Clark,  undertaking? — ^Y«»s  ereoting  their  own  to- 
'  )oprrnp!i8,  and  worldng  ia  ooiyuaction  with  the 

  ttlejrrnph  cutnpanica. 

17  April.  71^1.  Dnyou  think  if  tlcsirablc,  not  only  for 
1866.  them  to  traaanit  their  omtii  uiesgageB  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  railway,  but  aIm  to  tele^rraph  fbr  the 
puHic  for  profit  ? — Y<'^  ;  lia^  inij  WdrkiiiLT  iiri  aii<re- 
ments  with  the  telegraph  cooinanies,  each  receiv- 
ing a  portion  of  the  profits;  that  syetem  is  now 
beginning  to  obtain. 

719.  Do  you  think  that  there  is  great  economy 
of  niiuia<^cnu  ]i(  in  the  sye^tom  wlm-li  ycm  e 
dcMribed,  of  the  telegraph  company  uuidertaking 
the  whole  adnninstntioii,  and  mseiviiig  an  allow* 
ance  from  the  railway  company  as  compared 
with  any  eyetem  of  joint  auminitstnition,  or  of 
joint  telegrnph  between  the  railway  company 
and  the  tt?lcgraph  company  ? — Yos;  I  think  it 
ha*  worked  well,  and  perhaps  it  is*  tlie  most  eoo- 
nomit^iil  iiit  tliod;  but  1  think  the  tinic  in  coming 
when  it  will  be  found  better  for  each  party  to 
attend  to  their  own  buMness ;  for  the  telegraph 
conij).iny  to  hokl  tlu-m.-clves  entirely  for  the 
inteiei«t  of  the  public,  an<l  for  the  railway  com- 
pany to  attend  to  their  own  bui<incp«. 

720.  Do  you  think  there  will  be  to  much  busi- 
ness for  the  railway  for  its  own  butiinesf,  and  for 
the  telegraph  company  for  the  public,  as  to  ]>ay 
for  two  administrations  and  two  sets  of  officers  i* 
•^I  dunk  that  it  is  coming  to  that,  and  that  the 
amount  of  barinees  is  increanng  rapidly  on  botb 
sideii. 

721.  But  where  the  busincf^^  iH  not  great,  is 

there  not  great  economy  in  having  only  one  set 
of  telegraph  clerks  at  each  station? — There  ie 
very  great  economy  and  advantage  in  that  system 
on  the  small  line?,  because  by  it  they  are  eiwhled 
to  maintsin  telegraphs  and  tdena^ili  offieea  and 
operators  uhen  neither  party  alone  could  well 
atiord  to  do  1^0. 

722.  It  would  entail  a  loss  if  eitherpsrty  alone 
undertook  it  ? — Yes. 

723.  But  by  joint  action  it  could  be  carried  on 
perfectly  well .' — Yes  ;  but  on  trunk  lines  that  is 
not  the  case ;  there  tliere  ia  business  enough  for 
both  tndepewlentlT. 

724.  T  hcIlt  tiie  syptrin  wliii:li  you  liave 
described,  do  the  uflicers  of  tlie  railway  company 
give  amy  assistance,  or  are  they  hound  to  give  any 
a^fiietance,  in  rejKirlinjr  the  ediulitioii  of  the  wires 
along  the  line  ? — They  arc  bound  in  general  terms 
in  every  case  to  give  every  a.«#istance,  but  it  is 
only  a  general  duty,  and  ttractically  the  duty 
only  extends  to  their  gnarnn  giving  information 
when  they  perciive  the  wires  visilily  ont  of  order. 

725.  Do  vou  know  whether  that  works  jtretty 
well ;  do  tiicy  genenUly  give  infonnation  ? — 
think  that  tcleprnjili  companies  rely  chiefly  on 
their  own  iifti<'org  and  on  their  own  means  of  infor- 
mation, which  arc  very  perfect,  because  th^  are 
telegraphii^  and  thev  receive  a  telegraphic 
annoancement  of  any  breahdown,  and  [irobably 
hear  of  nurh  a  rase  long  before  a  frnard  f\w<  it 
out  himself;  tlierefore  the  guard's  part  of  tlic 
duty  is  non>important  now«  and  is  not  much 
attended  to. 

726.  Vou meuu tlutt  the eouunimication between 
station  and  station  is  po  perfect  that  they  could 
detect  an^r  aci-ident .  ^^uch  as  the  wire  falling  down 
or  otherwise  getting  out  of  perfect  insulation  ?— 
Very  jierfect.  They  could  (1et(  ( t  it  ni  11  eh  quicker 
than  by  any  other  means  that  you  could  imagine; 
but  when  the  polea  begin  to  get  on  <Nie  nde  or  to 
decay,  or  the  wire?  rnb  .ngninpt  frcrp,  and  acci- 
dents of  that  kind  happen  which  do  not  interrupt 


communication  but  endaagere  it,  then  the  repoita 
of  the  guard  arc  sometimes  of  value. 

727.  Can  you  furnish  the  Committee  with  the 
forms  of  the  contracts  which  have  been  entered 
into  between  the  different  telegraph  companies 
and  the  different  railway  companies,  showing  the 
(liirercnec,-:;  whieli  exi,-t  in  tlie  rmttire  of  the 
BtTaagement^  ? — i  am  still  an  otiicer  of  the  In(ei> 
national  Electric  Company,  and  tlierefore  1  have 
access  to  its  forms ;  1  could  not  of  course, 
without  their  permission,  make  them  public  ;  but 
I  shall  be  ver>'  happy  to  endeavour  to  obtain  that 
infomuiUOQ  and  to  hand  it  to  the  Chairman. 

72d.  From  your  long  experience  of  those 
matters,  and  having  rcganl  to  the  amount  of 
business  conducted  on  the  Indian  Railway,  and 
the  amount  of  telegraphy  carried  on  from  India* 
wh.at,  on  the  whole,  do  you  think  would  be  the 
best  pysteui  to  adopt  for  the  purjwsc  of  concen- 
trating all  telegraphic  comnuinication  on  the  lines 
of  railway  in  that  country  ?— I  think,  looking  to 
onr  experience  of  Indian  officials  in  telegraphic 
mattcrfi  and  tcloprui  lii  li-isiiif .ss,  that  for  tlie 
present  nnti  sunie  years  to  come  the  system  origi- 
nally adopted  in  Eugland  would  be  most 
pcrfcet,  that  of  handing  over  to  expert?  connected 
with  telegraphy  in  this  country  the  entire  luauage- 
uient  of  the  telegraph,  both  for  commercial  and 
railway  purposes,  until  they  grow  in  course  of 
time  snmciontly  important  for  each  of  them  to 
stand  alone. 

729.  I  presume  from  the  traffic  on  the  Indian 
line-;,  taking  it  at  54/.  per  mile  per  week,  and 
from  what  you  know  of  Indian  telegraphy,  you 
can  form  an  opinion  as  to  whether  the  time  is 
likely  to  arrive  for  departing  I'rom  what  I  may 
call  the  primitive  system  of  arrangement,  for 
many  years  to  comer— I  think  not  for  a  great 
many  years  to  come.  I  think  the  ainonnt  of 
business  in  India,  except  perhaps  on  the  main 
trunk  line,  would  be  best  worked  on  the 

tctn  which  i  have  indicated,  for  a  long  time  to 
eouic. 

730.  Arc  you  aware  that  the  salaries  paid  for 
European  suuerintendcnoe  iu  India  are  much 
higher  than  tnose  that  are  paid  for  similar  super- 

inteudenee  in  this  country? — I  am. 

731.  Probably  tbcy  are  twice  as  much  in 
general  ? — Yes. 

732.  Having  regani  to  that  hiirhcr  rate  of  pay- 
ment, do  you  think  that  the  ccoiioiuy  would  be 
peculiarly  great  in  the  concentration  of  the 
mam^ement  and  aduunistration  of  the  tel^pra|>lt 
sywtem  in  India  in  one  set  of  lines  on  the  nulway  ? 
— I  think  it  wonld  lie  so  on  the  main  trunk  line.s  ; 
but  I  <lo  ii'  t  think  that  on  the  out-branches  the 
telegraph  could  be  made  sdf-eustuning  at  the 
present  time. 

733.  1  am  asking  you  would  not  it  he  a  pecu- 
liar economy  or  inducement  to  concentration  of 
effort  on  the  rulway  that  you  would  economise 
the  superintendence  by  that  system  as  compared 

I th  several  py.-teni;!  working  te]»ara(ely? — ^Ara 
X  to  undci'stand  tlie  Honourable  Member's  ques- 
tion as  applying  to  tlie  ( rovemment telegraphs ? 

734.  To  the  main  lines  of  coiniuunication  ? — I 
have  thought  that  the  most  advantageous  system 
both  to  the  Government  and  to  the  public  would 
be  to  let  the  Qov«mment  conttnue  to  maintain 
tiieir  lines  fi>r  a  short  time,  till  tiie  railway  Hues 
supplant  tlicni,  and  tlicn  to  remo\  c  that  system, 
and  make  the  saving  which  would  thereby  bo 
eifiMsted. 

73.").  So  05  to  onTironlratc  the  whole  of  the 
main  lines  of  commuiucaiion  on  to  one  cingle  set 

of 
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ofinrai  alonff  the  Hne«  of  «uJway ? — ^Exactly  so; 

gniduallr  to  Jo  ?^o. 

i)o  you  tliink,  iVoin  yom-  knowledge  of 
Ae  working  of  the  tclcgrapliit  sy.^tcm  in  ibis 
country,  that  tlu-re  is  a!so  a  coneiderablc  fommcr- 
fial  and  general  beuetit  iVoui  having  tlic  branch 
lines  of  telegraph  in  accord  with  the  branch  com- 
inuuicatious  from  the  main  railway  eyetems?— 
Th<*  imjwrtance  an<!  advantage  of  that  are  "very 
iriviit  itiilr-  1.  The  small  lines  act  08  feed ?r.s  to 
the  main  trunk  lines,  and  it  is  very  much  owin^ 
tiikm  that  telegraphs  are  profitable  in  thia 
touutry. 

737.  *  And  those  tieeders  at  the  eame  time  arc  of 
gieat  importance  to  the  general  line  of  coinniu- 
gication  for  all  Other  purpoae*  in  the  oonntry, 
▼hen  they  fall  into  harmony  idth  the  rwlway 
fT-t'jm':' — Yes;  a  Bystem  of  telegrajilis  confined 
to  large  towns  alone  iu  tliis  country  would  not 
beaearlv  b<>  profitable  an  they  are  uow>  wh<m  all 
ike  nuali  town.-*  feed  tlioni  ho  well. 

738.  Then  you  think,  instead  of  having  tclo- 
pq^  Knes  drwirn  ocxobs  the  country  in  India,  it 


would  be  better  io  concentrate  effort  npon  the 
main  lines  of  railways,  and  to  supply  the  rest  of 
India  by  branches  from  the  principal  stations  on 
the  railways  tlicniHclves  f— I  think  w. 

739.  Mr.  3fo/fa«.]  Have  you  had  any  personal 
experience  oi'  tlic  tclcgra]thic  communications  now 
in  India? — ^I  have  boam  their^  but  have  had  no 
great  expenence. 

740.  How  many  lines  of  telegraph  are  iheive 
acnially  lintweeii  this  country  and  India:' — There 
are  the  Persian  Gulf  line  and  the  Russian  line. 

741.  Is  there  any  other  line? — There  it  no 
other  liiifi  at  present. 

742.  is  there  no  uthcr  Hue  that  could  be  luado 
easily  available  ?  —None  at  present. 

743.  Is  there  not  a  line  from  Malta  to  Cairo, 
going  to  Dnrbekir? — ^That  woald  be  the  line  to 
which  we  alluded  before.  That  of  course  would 
form  a  new  route,  as  far  as  Diurbtikir  was  con- 
cerned, with  the  present  line  to  India. 

744.  Bui  a.^  betiveoa  England  and  DIarbckip 
it  would  be  an  entirely  separatu  i*oute  ? — it 
would. 


/ 
Eh. 


17  Apiil 
iSCti'. 


Sur  Jaxbs  CAimiCHABL,  Bart,  enlkd  in;  and  Examined. 


745.  CAaimiaji.]  I BSLIEVS  you  are  the  Chmtu 
BIB  of  the  Submarine  Telegn^  Gompany? — 

Inn. 

746.  Yours  is  one  of  the  two  eompaniea  em- 

jj'iMil  in  this  country  at  prfsent  for  the  tv:Hi-- 
mk-ion  uf  messages  between  England  and  iudiui' 
—Yes. 

747.  Will  you  describe  to  the  Committee  what 
TCTi  do  with  s  message,  say  for  Bombay,  when 

Tou  receive  it  in  your  office  in  London? — We 
iiave  fom"  routes  to  I  ndia  from  our  office.  We  send 
flemesaaffe  through  Paris,  Munich,  Vienna,  and 
ic  on  to  Con?tantino[dc  ;  or  we  send  it  through 
Paiia  aud  Tui-in,  ria  Utranto  and  Valona  to  Con- 
siaotinoplc.  Or  if  those  routes  arc  at  all  encura- 
beied  we  aend  it  oid  Brussels,  Berlin,  Belgrade, 
ind  Constantinople.  T  should  mention  that  all 
tbose  routes,  with  the  exception  of  the  Valona 
route,  go  through  Belgrade.  Then  there  is  a 
fourth  route,  which  is  very  seldom  used,  going 
through  a  portion  of  Russian  territory. 

748.  You  send  your  nicskiagc  .iccordine  to  your 
■vi'  ^r  of  the  be.^t  way  of  sencnng  it  at  tne  time, 
citlier  to  Bruaaels  or  to  Paris? — ^Yes,  either  one 
or  the  other. 

749.  On  arriving  at  Brussels  or  at  Paris,  do 
they  send  the  message  on  as  they  please,  or  do 
TOO  indicate  the  route  which  the  message  is  to 
take  ? — They  if^end  it  on  as  theypleaie,  umesathe 
niwRige  is  specially  marked. 

750.  For  all  that  you  know,  a  message  that 
TCQ  receive  in  London  may  be  tranamittcd  from 
Pnw  bv  way  of  Franlcfort  and  Vienna,  or  hj 
way  of  turin  and  Valoua  ? — Quite  so  ;  T  take  it 
that  il'  they  Ibund  the  Belgrade  route  rather 
eneumbered,  they  would  send  it  vtd  Vatona  and 
tiVf  cersd,  unless  we  marked  on  the  mesi-age  "rid 
Valona,"  and  then  it  would  go  by  the  Otronto 
and  Valona  cable,  and  so  on  to  Conatai^oplc. 

751.  You  charge  6K  do  you  not,  fiv  a 
nenage  of  20  words  to  India?— Yes,  but  we  did 
WJtfix  that  charge  ;  that  was  tlie  rate  settled  by 
the  Indian  Government,  and  it  is  the  rate  which 
we  receive. 

7o2.  Ami  whidhyon  di»tribnte?—Ye4,  which 
Ve  distribute. 
7$3.  How  mndi  do  your  oompaiiy  reoeivv  «f 


it  ?— We  receive  three  francs  {2 s.Gd.)  from  Lou-     Sir  /. 
don,  and  3  5.   d.  from  any  etati<Mis  in  theeoui^xy  Carmiehael, 
in  Great  Britain.  Bart. 

754.  I>o  you  know  what  the  other  partlea  re- 

ccivc  ? — AVt!  i>nly  deal  with  our  nearest  neij^h- 
boui-.  citlicr  I'  runre  or  Belgium ;  I  think  the 
amount  \&  123  francs  37  ccutnne:^  and  something, 
which  is  the  rate  from  Calais  to  India,  and  which 
would  make  up,  with  our  three  Iraucs,  the  exact 
amount  of  5/.  1  If/.,  Init  we  only  deal  with  the 
administration  to  whom  we  transmit  the  message. 
We  settle  the  acommts  with  them,  and  th^  settle 

with  tlu'ir  nearest  neighbour;  our  charge  is  thiW 
francs,  and  from  Calais  to  Calcutta  is  12.1  fraoca 
37)  centimes,  making  a  total  of  126  franca 
37i  centimes,  equal  in  English  money  to 

5/.  1*-.  \d. 

755.  You  do  not  know  the  Government  of 
India  in  the  transaction  at  all  ? — Hot  at  all;  at 
least  we  do  not  deal  with  tbem ;  we  keep  no  aio> 
count  with  the  Indian  Government 

75G.  In  the  same  way,  in  case  of  having  any 
complaints  to  make,  of  which  I  believe  a  great 
nunibcr  arc  sent  to  yon,  ot'  mt-.-saj^cs  not  being 
properly  delivered,  to  whom  do  you  address  your- 
selveat^Supposing  a  message  is  sent  through 
Paris  by  either  of  tlie  French  routes  wbii  li  T  bava 
meutioacd,  either  by  Valona  or  by  Belgrade,  wo 
address  ouiselvee  to  the  French  admini^tralioin, 
forwarding  a  copy  of  the  complaint,  and  a  copy 
of  the  original  mci^^auc,  and  a.-'king  them  to  trace 
the  error.  They  ininicdiately  rusecrtaiu  if  it  has 
occurred  within  tlicir  jurisdiction ;  and  supposing 
it  has  not  occurred  on  ihe  French  line,  they  send 
that  complaint  to  their  next  neiglilxmr,  sup- 
posing it  is  the  Austrian  or  the  Italian  Um^ 
whidiev«r  it  may  be. 

7.'>7.  I  suppose  that  the  Coinuuttce  may  take  it 
as  a  fact,  that  mcss^os  are  seat  on  as  direct  from 
Paris  to  their  next  desfinatian,  as  from  London 
to  Paris? — Ccruiinly;  you  may  take  it  .as  a  fact 
that  there  are  very  lew,  if  any,  errors  arising  on 
the  French  tenitory. 

758.  I  suppose  that,  GfCTicrally  speaking,  the 
messages  wmch  are  received  from  the  Continent 
in  Eagliah  would  be  ooneotly  rmdavad? — Per> 

■  3  fecUj 


Digitized  by  Google 


88 


UIXUTES  OF  SVID£NC£  TAXZK  BE  FOBS  THK 


Sir  y.  fectly  eorrecil)  ;  there  «re  few  oampliiiito 
CarmkhMl,  indeed  on  tbal;  sround. 

Ban,         759.  What  do  you  Mngn  at      orase  of  tfae 

^  complaints  which  have  boeu  made  lately  as  to  the 
'^'AE™  length  of  time,  the  iiTegular  delivery,  and  the 
imperfect  condition  in  which  m«flMg«s  •»  re- 
ceived iVom  India? — It  i>  difficult  to  assign  the 
cant*.  I  ghuuld  think  tliai  jwineibly  one  is  the 
number  of  diffisrent  GoTemmentj*  and  the  dif- 
ferent telegraph  aduunietratioas  through  which  a 
mesfiage  had  tu  pai».  A  meMtige  may  leave,  I 
have  uo  doubt,  an  Indian  Cinvonmient  <  )liici 
and  bo  transmitted  to  the  i'crsian  Gult' peri'ectiy 
oorreot ;  then  it  gcte  on  the  Turkish  hues,  and 
how  u)uch  niutiliititin  it  goe*  thrmmli  on  them  it 
alujudt  impossible  to  state.  Tlion  it  comcd  uj>oa 
the  Uennan  linee>  and  goes  through  various 
Qeiman  administrations ;  and  then  again  either 
•opon  either  the  Bel^n  or  French  Imefl, 
until  at  hitit  the  mc^Nitic  an  ivcs  in  England  in  a 
verv  different  state  from  that  in  which  it  left 
India. 

"GO,  T{«uppo^c  that,  with  the  exri  jitldn  of  Tur- 
key, all  mcd«agca,  in  whatever  language  tliey  may 
be  sent,  are  iorw&i  kl>  il  with  con:>iderable  cor- 
•  rectness  in  Europe  I — Xu,  not  at  all. 

761.  You  ("tat«l,  did  you  not,  jupt  now,  that 
meiwagcs  air  gcnnally  rroelvcil  jn  tlu-  English 
language  Iruui  nay  telegraph  titation  on  the  Con- 
tinent?— I  mean  from  France,  or  Belgium,  or 
Pni^siii.  No  doubt  that  is  the  cn.-*c.  I  will  take 
Spain  aud  iVirtiigui ;  1  kuovv  lluit  so  far  iw  we 
arc  couccrned  we  woilld  much  aooncr  not  have 
Spanish  and  Portuguese  meesageB  at  all.  They 
are  suhject  to  constant  oompkunt  on  the  grouim 
of  CI  Ku:^  'lelnys,andthey  are  more  annoyance 
to  U4  than  proiit. 

Tfave  you 

It  lately  ill 

are  rcctriittl  iiniii  Indian — Yts;  1  have  jmt  down 
a  few  slaliflicti  rcj<{»cctinp  the  time,  which  I 
thought  might  be  interesting  to  the  Committee. 
The  longest  time  of  tnin«mi«inaii  through  the 
Persian  llulf  line  lia>  lieon  17  days,  tlio  Hli<irti\-t 
has  been  17  hours;  that  would  be  |»rubuhly  irom 
Cnlcttttiior  wcft  of  Calcutta.  I  cannot  tell  what 
htatiim  in  India  it  would  Ix  .  Iiut  17  days  has  been 
the  longest  time  of  transuiiH.'<iou,  and  tiie  bhortest 
has  been  about  17  hours.  Wo  aTcrage  now  about 
48  hours. 

76.S.  I  suppose  that  is  about  the  difference  be- 

twccn  till'  tiniL's? — Nn,  \vc  ;dln\v  five  hours. 
There  have  been  lately  some  favourable  instances 
of  quick  transmission.  For  instance,  a  message 
arriMHl  in  Lomion  at  fi.l2  a.m.  on  the  1st  of  April 
last  trom  Bombay,  which  left  Uonibay  on  the 
Slet  of  March  at  2.20  p.m.,  which  is  2)  hours. 
Another  was  received  at  6.20  a.m.  which  left 
Bombay  at  2.20  p.m.  the  previous  dur*  which 
niukc- 21  IxKirs:  iLat  ts  allowing  five  fiCiirB for 
the  did'erence  of  time. 

764.  Have  you  sent  anv  mesyages  through  St. 
Petersburg  for  India? — ISo,  1  do  not  think  wc 
have  through  St.  Peten-burg.  The  line  which 
goes  tfaroiu^  the  Kussian  territory'  branches  otfl 
It  passes  through  Myslowitz,  then  it  goes  by  Tiiiis 
Djoulfa,  Tauris,  Teheran,  Ispalian,  and  part  of 
Pcr.-iu  ;  ami  strikes'  the  I'lr.-ian  (iulfai  Bushire. 
But  I  think  we  have  had  very  few  messages 
Aat  way ;  I  think  one  may  say  that  the  bulk  of 
the  business  which  we  hnvc  to  transmit  from 
this  c^juntry  is  sent  by  the  Munich,  Vienna,  Bel- 
gra<!e,  M^sa,  and  Constantinople  route. 
.  766i  I  suppose  it  i»  your  conpny  which 


762.  Have  you  not  found  considerable  im- 
provement latt  l\  in  iLc  tiinf  in  wliich  messages 


brings  into  London  mo.stof  the  messages  thai  are 
now  sent  from  Egypt  ? — Yes ;  they  come  entirely 
by  us. 

766.  The  Alexandria  nicesaj^es  come  entirely 
through  ltaly,do  theynoti' — Yes, entirely  through 
Italy. 

767.  Are  those  mcssaj^eg  tronerally  found  in 
decent  or<ler? — Yes;  they  have  iujjuuveU  very 
much  lately  both  in  time  and  correctness ;  and  I 
find  that  since  the  opening  of  the  Persian  Gulf 
line  we  have  had  anout  300  Indian  messa^ 
sfnt  by  Surz.  1  am  not  sjioiiklni^  of  Egyptian 
messi^cs;  but  30O  I'runi  India  have  cume  that 
way. 

7fiS,  Ynn  mean  tliat  they  liavp  come  up  the 
Indo-Euruiieau  Hue  lu  Diarbekir  in  Armenia, 
and  then  down  the  new  Tnrldsh  line  U>  Alex- 
andria ? — No ;  those  have  oome  by  post  to  Suez, 
and  thence  by  the  old  Alexnndna  line. 

769.  How  many  nH'>sa<'-i>s  arr  voii  sending  n(>w 
to  India  ujwu  the  average  ? — 1  think  about  loOa 
week. 

770.  And  how  many  do  you  receive? — ^About 

50. 

771.  Have  vou  any  documentary  evidence  to 
put  in? — I  wiU  put  in  this  memorandum  relatin^^ 
to  the  transmission  of  messages  to  India  through 

tlie  Persian  Gulf  cable — (di'liver'uig  In  tlu-  mnu). 

772.  Have  you  formed  any  plan  for  the  im 
provcment  of  the  telegraphic  coDununicatiou  with 
India?" — Yes,  T  luive. 

77.).  Could  you  state  ii  to  the  Comuiitlee  now? 
— I  think  it  wouhl  be  more  satisfactory  if  I  were 
to  put  it  before  the  Conunittce  in  the  siiape  of  a 
memorandum. 

774.  Sir  Henry  Rawlin$on.']  Docs  the  plaa 
which  you  would  nropose  only  refer  to  the  Euro- 
pean portion  ? — I  es,  only  to  the  European  por> 
tion  ;  certainly  not  to  tliu  Indian  portion. 

77.3.  Sir  C/utrles  tirtyUl.^  The  Bcdgrade  ser- 
vice is  very  well  performed,  is  it  not  ? — Yes;  so 
far  as  we  know,  it  is.  1  believe  ^at  the  principal 
delays  are  in  Turkey. 

TTi"'.  Tf  it  xscre  po-,-ildo  that  .-jKi'ial  wiri'scould 
be  reserved  by  forciyu  Governments  and  ^t  at 
your  disposal,  would  not  the  communioaticin  be 
very  mueli  iiniiroNtd  — Xo  doubt. 

777.  .Suppueiag  llie  line  wa»  eutirely  in  yuur 
hands  or  under  any  other  competent  English 
control,  direct  through  to  India,  what  should  you 
consider  to  be  a  fmr  average  time  for  a  message 

to  o<'i.-U]i\  ? — It  is  dlilirult  to  .-^ay  tlial.  Nodoubt 
it  would  be  very  much  reduced.  I  do  not  see  why 
we  should  not  work  to  India  as  qnickly  as  to  any 
other  part  of  the  wdrld.  AVitli  rfO'>d  insulated 
lines,  aud  wiili  English  or  French  telegraph  clerks, 
I  should  think  that  we  might  certainly  reduce  it 
from  48  hours  to  24,  and  send  the  meeaeges 
correctly  bendes. 

778.  I  suppose  yo\i  con^-ider  that  the  traffic 
would  be  very  much  larger  if  tlte  service  were 
done  better? — No  doubt  I  believe  that  the 
traffic  is  simply  very  nmall  from  the  rcisfin  that 
merchants  cmploymg  the  telegraph  ciuinot  rely 
upon  the  messWes  being  correctly  sent.^  It  very 
often  happens  uiat  a  mesi^ee  arrives  in  a  state 
wlueh  is  utterly  unintelligible. 

779.  Mr.  Miilfatt.  You  npokc  of  the  gentle- 
men findiag  a  great  many  errors  and  misrcpre* 
•entations  in  telegrams  received  through  the 
German  administration,  through  that  part  of  the 
svstem  which  is  managed  by  the  Germans  ? — I 
think  it  w««  Spain  and  Portugal  to  which  I 
alluded. 

78a  Do 
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780.  Do  you  find  that  Spanuh  and  PortugUMa 

te]e<fram8  are  very  much  inferior  in  accuTury'  to 

the  nif'S.--;iL;('>i  wliich  vou  receive  frmn  the  nortli 
of  EuFoue  telegraptuo  commusicatioufl  ? — Yea« 

781.  Hiive  you  had  any  practical  experience 
withreganl  to  the  management  of  tclegropkii  in 
India? — None  whatever. 

782.  You  hare  not  been  there? — No. 

783.  But  have  you  sufficient  experience  to 
know  that  the  woric  i^idone  with  excccdint:  irre.:u- 
krity  and  gr««tiiiaooai»ey  i — That  I  caBuutsay, 
M  ngude  India  itaetf ;  but  Ilmovr  thatmeseagM 
t  mingfroin  India  nrrh  c  in  n  very  mutilated  stntc. 

784.  Have  you  any  means  of  tracing  where 
Htm  inaecoracies  arise  ?— We  have  to  a  onrlain 
extent^  and  vre  tin  traee  them. 

785.  To  what  extent  do  you  trace  them? — I 
think  that  we  have  now  got  109  complaint ^  under 
inwtigKtion  of  inaocurate  teiegramn  from  India, 
ml  iime  are  moedj  under  the  oonnderatioD  of 
the  French  Government ;  and  the  'rmcr&l  answer 
is  tliat  the  umtakedoed  not  occur  in  their  jurifi- 
dtctinn,  and  that  they  are  trying  to  find  out  where 
it  did  <)ccnr. 

786.  But  have  you  no  power  of  tracing;  beyond 
the  French  Governcftent?— No;  when  we  hand 
ittotbem  it  oeaaes  to  be  in  our  jurisdiction.  Am 
yimnn  airare,  thetelegra[>hs  belong  to  the  dif- 
Kr<Tit  foreign  GovemmentBi  and  we  have  no 
control  over  xhtm. 

787.  Siat  Heiay  HauUnion.']  I  believe  that  all 
the  continental  jwwera  are  oound  together  by 
the  two  International  Telegraph  Conventions  of 
Bniswle  and  Paris  ? — Yes ;  there  waa  one  sigin  d 
u  Berlin  originally,  and  there  waa  one  signed 
\m  year  at  Parts. 

788.  They  are  all  bound  tnirether  on  the  other 
ade  of  tb«»  Channel  as  far  as  the  Turkish  t'ryutier? 
-Yes 

789.  The  lines  inlerveninrr  between  the  Dutch 
coMt  and  the  Turkii^h  iVoutter  are  all  included  in 
tiiat  idnvcntion  ? — Yes,  they  are,  I  believe. 

790.  But  England  is  not  included  in  that  con* 
vntin? — Na 
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791.  Therefore,  England  ia  the  only  European  Sir 

fiowcr  which  is  cxclndcd  ? — Yes  ;  but  the  English  Cormichati, 
iavernmeiit  |iovsess  no  telegraphs  of  their  own,  Bart, 
and  therefore  they  could  not  become  |»art  of  this     j  -~A~~ril 
oonventioit.  lonrt" ' 

79!?.  W'lint  is  yiir  eonrrse  when  you  h;i\  e  to  ■ 
complain  of  irregularities  ? — ^We  simply  forward 
the  ooraplaint  or  any  merchant  or  of  any  gentler- 
man;  we  send  a  copy  of  the  complaint  with  a 
Coy»y  of  the  original  nie«!yige  to  the  office  from 
wliieli  tliat  message  wa*  originally  sent  Supposing 
it  was  tratuMuitted  to  Paris,  and  through  Paris 
we  send  to  the  Frendi  adrainietnition ;  and  mfh 
pisin?  it  was  tmnsmttted  to  Brns-iel-,  an  1  ^hnin^h 
Bruiiseis  we  send  it  to  the  Belirian  ;uhiiitut<tration, 
and  re^piest  them  to  institute  pmprr  inquiries. 

793.  I  presume  that  if  the  Engliali  Govern- 
ment had  been  a  party  to  that  convention,  you 
wouM  havi  aj. plied  to  the  offices  of  the  English 
Ooverumeut  imitead  of  to  the  difierent  bureaux  ? 
•^Yes;  hut  supposing  that  die  Englnh  GK>t«ii> 
iiient  had  tclegrapha  of  their  own  in  this  c^iuntry, 
we  should  not  have  been  in  existence;  we  stand 
asapirivatc  company  trading  with  foreign  Govern- 
ments, and  we  have  no  Gtivernment  In  !):ii  k  n.«. 

794.  If  the  English  GovernmeuL  h  ul  merely 
been  a  parly  to  that  convention  with  roganl  to 
the  trao«DUii)Uon  of  their  messages  from  England 
through  Ihe  Continent  to  the  Turkish  frontier, 
tlien  (if  conr.^i'  the  En-^rll^li  company  would  have 
had  the  advautage  of  making  the  inquiry  through 
the  Government  officers,  in^^tead  of  applying 
direct  to  tlic  bureaux? — Yes;  but  I  do  not  see 
how  the  Engli.4i  Government  could  have  bceome 
a  jjurty  to  that  (!onvention,  not  jx)A»c.<sing  a 
telegraphic  system  of  its  own.  On  the  Continent 
all  the  telegraphs,  like  the  Post  Office,  are  in  the 
hand.s  nf  the  Government:  in  faet.  like  the  rail- 
way«  ;  and  on  the  Continent  they  liave  a  distinct 
administration  of  their  own,  but  we  have  nothing 
of  that  sort  in  England. 

795.  Are  there  no  private  telegraph  companies 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  oontinent?— None 
that  1  am  aware  oil 


Hbn&t  Nblboxi,  Etq.»  eaUed  in;  and  Examined. 


796.  Chairman.1  Abe  you  engaged  in  husinew 
in  London  ? — I  am. 

797.  In  what  firm? — I  am  partner  in  the  firm 
«f  Crawford,  Colvin,  and  Company. 

798.  An<l  have  you  also  resided  ia  India  for 
tcne  years  ? — Yes,  lt»r  17  /ears. 

799.  Yon  have  had  great  practical  experience 
m  the  working  of  the  present  telegmphic  sTstem 
with  India,  have  you  not  ? — Yes,  i  nave  had  a 

peat  deal  of  e.\]ierienee. 

8Q0.  1  believe  tlierc  is  not  a  transaction  in 
**^1lllfiiS,  whether  ef  purchase  or  sale,  that  is  not 
nf>w  transmitted  to  India  by  telegraph? — For 
the  modt  part  it  is  so.  There  are  some  articles 
vhich  it  IS  not  thought  worth  while  to  telegraph 
shoot,  but  for  all  the  important  staple  articles* 
nieh  as  cotton,  every  sale,  sav  of  50  bales  of 
ctitton,  or  lot)  hah's,  is  advl.'^eil  Ity  telci^ram  ni>w, 

801.  There  is  a  practice  now  which  haa  been 
yerv  largely  introduced  within  the  last  few  years, 
is  tiiere  not.  of  .<e!Iinir  ^rtwls  on  the  water? — Y''es. 

802.  Will  you  dc^^ibe  to  the  Conunittcc  the 
manner  in  which  the  use  of  tiw  telegraph  is 
awiied  in  that  case? — I  will  suppose  a  purchaap 

eotton  to  be  made  from  Liverj[)ooli  the  person 
043. 


who  wishes  to  purchase  the  cotton  makes  his 

an-anr;enicnt.-*  witn  the  aixent  of  tlie  firm  ou  tlio 

rt,  on  tlie  condition  tliat  it  is  to  be  telegraphed 
9ugh  itninediately  from  Livcrjkool  to,  aay, 
Bumliay.  The  tcnns  are  afjreed  upim  by  a  sort 
of  letter  which  parses  between  the  two.  A 
telegram  is  >ent  immediately,  the  chttges  being 
paid  by  tlic  [mrchaser,  who  also  guanuttses  to 
pay  tho  charge  for  die  reply,  and  as  soom  as  the 
rej)ly  eome.-*  it  is  ma<h:'  known  to  him  :  and  I  am 
aware  of  several  ca«<e8  w  here  ilie  cotton  has  been 
ordered  and  pnrchascd,  the  purchase  advised  and 
the  cotton  sold  again  within  three  weeks;  and  if 
the  telegraph  lines  liad  been  worke<l  a  little  more 
rapidly  than  they  have  lately  been  it  could  have 
been  done  in  a  week. 

803.  That  is  to  say,  a  spinner  in  Lancashire 
could  order  his  cotton  from  India,  and  could  be 
assured  of  the  purchase  having  been  made,  and 
luivc  the  satisfaction,  perhaps,  of  knowing  that 
he  had  ];een  ilrawn  upon,  all  \\'!tlun  a  week?-- 
This  being  drawn  upon  w^uid  depend  very  much 
n)H>u  the  instructkxM.  If  he  wer6  not  drawn  upon 
until  the  cotton  waa  shipped  it  would  be  a  long 
time ;  but  if  he  sent  orders  to  draw  upon  him  inw 
B  4  mmliately 
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M'  Nelmtt  mediatdy  he  vrould  hear  of  his  having  been 
'  Btq.       dnwn  Tinon,  as  well  aa  of  the  purcliase  havmg 

— —        hccn  miule.  aiul  that  might  very  well  have  heuii 
17  April     (Jouc  in  a  week,  becaiue,  in  my  own  exjKjrience, 
ttS6S,      ]||gt  week  we  hare  had  an  answer  to  a  telegtam 
widiin  four  daja. 

804.  In  the  cam  of  goods  shipped  from  1jidia» 
consipncil'tii  tlii^  country,  it  is  the  practice  to  sell 
tliofie  goodb  on  the  water,  is  it  not  ? — Very  fre- 
qnently.  Whenever  a  pi*ofiti8  found  to  be  made 
hy  sale  for  arrival,  it  is  very  frequently  availed 
of;  sometiuicii,  as  during  la&t  week,  losses  have 
been  made  in  the  same  way. 

805.  Frequently  it  k  tw  case,  is  it  not,  that  a 
shipper  telegraphs  to  his  consignee  in  England 
that  he  hns  fcut  him  so  many  bak;*  by  a  certain 
vessel,  and  that  he  U  at  liberty  to  scU  inune- 
dktely  ?— Yes. 

806.  Ami  tlio  cotton  is  so  sold? — Yes. 

807.  As  mercantile  pmiitii  consist  of  r tin uuera- ' 
tion  for  capital  and  labour,  and  comjjt  n^iatiou  for 
risk  incurred,  is  it  not  the  case  that  where  the 
element  of  risk  is  taken  out  of  the  transaction, 
the  (iwiicr  of'tlie  ootton  can  ati'onl  to  take  ft  less 
price  for  it  'i — Undouljtctiiy  that  is  the  case. 
Taking  a  aeries  of  o]>crutionrt  there  is  great 
economy  in  price  in  the  use  of  tlu-  tcU  f^ph. 

808.  Thcrctbre  a  spinner  in  Maucliester  who 
buys  cotton  on  the  water  is  able  to  assure  himself 
that  in  .nil  probability  he  will  have  cotton  at  a 
certain  time,  and  he  gets  the  cotton  cheaper? — 
I  think  tliat  that  i-  nnijUCationable.  Over  a  largo 
series  of  operations  tltcre  must  be  great  economy 
in  the  price  to  the  oonsunier. 

809.  Tlicrcforc  tbr;  n^o  of  the  telegraph  h  a 
very  great  ccoiiuinical  advautage  to  commerce  ? 
— No  doubt  of  it. 

810.  But  the  value  of  it  depends,  does  it  not» 
entirely  upon  its  accuracy  and  certainty? — En- 
tirely so. 

811.  In  your  own  business  you  must,  I  pre- 
ainne»  haTO  known  many  instances  of  mess.nges 
arriving  in  a  condition  perfectly  useless? — Yes; 
the  ingenuity  of  the  pervension  of  telegrams,  I 
think,  is  something  wonderful ;  and  the  mistakes 
which  are  made  are  extraordinary.  I  ean  ^ve 
the  Committee  one  within  my  own  recollection, 
where  tlic  sale  of  '29  i  bales  i>f  cntton  was  tele- 
graphed, and  tlic  figures  294  were  converted 
mto the  word" stesi." 

'  812.  In  the  intercuts  eif  otir  commerce  willi 
India  I  presume  it  i.-?  yuur  Ucfirc,  and  in  that 
respect  you  represent  the  feeling  of  the  conunu- 
nity  at  large,  to  sec  this  teleffrapliic  communica- 
tion made  as  perfect  as  possible? — No  doubt  of 
it;  and  I  may  add  that  it  would  1)0  nuieh  more 
availed  of.  I  think  I  may  say,  from  uiy  own 
business  and  experience,  tiiat  1  should  dcsnatdi 
three  times  the  number  of  tc1e<]:rnni>  to  India 
that  I  do  now,  if"  we  couhl  rely  upon  their  arriving 
with  a  moderately  fair  speed,  and  with  ceftatnty 
as  to  correetness. 

813.  The  advantage  consists  in  preventing  loss 
as  nni.  li  as  in  making  gains,  does  it  not?— I'cs; 
the  uncertainty  of  course  often  creates  loss.  I 
liave  known  many  instances  of  lorn  being  incurred 
by  the  impro|icr  renderiiii,'  of  a  telcfTj'rani.  I  may 
say  that  there  is  another  lo^a  now  which  has  oc- 
curred under  the  present  system,  and  that  is, 
that  my  firm  is  in  the  habit  of  sending  important 
messflges  in  duplicate,  and  paying  double  in  con- 
flcqueiK  e.  We  wait  tor  two  day.*,  and  then  we 
send  tlie  message  again,  so  that  it  costs  us  twice 
the  priee  Hiat  it  otherwise  would  do. 


814.  You  find,  as  a  matter  of  experience,  that 
it  is  worth  yo«r  while  to  pay  51.  Is.  freqiientlyr 
for  conveying  mc??njrc!»  in  individual  transac- 
tions?—  No  doubt  of  it,  because  those  individual 
transactions  are  an  index  of  very  large  opera* 
tioDS.  More  is  to  be  learned  from  the  advice  of 
a  sale  than  from  any  market  intelligence  that  yott 
may  send. 

815.  Then  it  is  the  fact,  is  it  not,  that  the 
post  c£  Lidiahas  become,  in  a  certidn  sense,  sub- 
sidiary to  the  telegraph  ? — Yes  ;  .so  mtieb  >^o  that 
East  Indian  letters,  I  think,  usually  1>egin  with 
a  statement  of  the  telegrams  whieii  have  been 
8entandreceived,and all  references  to  themarketa 
is  merely  complementary,  and  fill  up  the  oollms 
which  has  been  sketched  liy  the  tetegrams }  the 
real  news  is  in  the  telegrams. 

816.  Under  these  circumstaneeSy  it  becomes 
very  desirable,  does  it  not,  that  the  commercial 
interests  of  tliis  country  and  India  should  l)c  re- 
lieved of  entire  dependence  upon  the  contincDt 
of  Europe  for  the  telegraphic  communication 
think  it  would  be  a  most  important  thing,  if  we 
could  have  a  British  line  throughout,  but  of 
course  tlittt  is  a  matter  of  very  great  diflicultv. 

817.  Do  you  find  great  difficulty  in  nuucing 
reelamations  upon  the  present  companies  ? — I  do 
not  think  that  we  ever  get  any  reclamations  for 
blunders ;  we  never  get  any  answers.  We  have 
tried  the  two  routes  by  way  of  comparison,  and  we 
take  notes  of  the  respective  sins  and  the  blunders 
that  tlu'v  uuike,  and  the  fir.st  tliinj;  we  df>  when  we 
get  a  complaint  about  a  telegram,  is  to  send  a  clerk 
to  Ae  office;  be  is  rcceivwl  by  a  dirty  little  boy 
who  look?  tbrfintjh  a  little  hole  fomctning  like  a 
railway  pay  place,  and  says  that  he  knows  nothing 
about  it,  and  he  seems  rather  glad  that  he  does 
not  know  anything  about  it,  and  there  he  hopes 
the  thing  will  end ;  then  we  write  a  letter  to 
the  secretary,  and  the  secretary  say.s  that  he  is 
exceedingly  obliged  to  us  for  calling  the  atteo- 
tion  of  the  company  to  this  Uundenng,  and  Alt 
he  will  pass  it  on  to  the  next  station. 

818.  But  in  tlie  end,  although  the  tclegra]^ 
eompaniea  take  a  great  deal  «f  treuUe  about  tt, 
yon  get  no  compensation,  do  yon,  for  messages 
incorrectly  rendered? — "Wc  sometimes,  but  in 
a  very  rare  case,  ^'et  the  money  back  ;  but  that 
has  oulr  been  the  case,  according  to  my  recollec- 
tion, where  the  telegram  hna  been  longer  going 
tlian  tlie  letter  which  advised  it.  Wc  have  hfld 
several  instances  of  telegrams  being  delivered  in 
India  after  the  receipt  of  the  letter  which  had 
gone  by  ])ost,  and  wluch  contained  a  copy  of  the 
telegram ;  in  that  case,  wc  have  always  applied 
tor  the  money  inmuMliately,  without  any  further 
explanation,  aa<l^  they  have  been  obliged  to  pay 
it  Sack  after  taking  abont  three  mondis  to  nttke 
investigation?. 

819.  Aa  matters  now  stand,  in  the  event  of 
continental  complications,  such  a±^  a  war  between 
Austria  and  Prussia,  or  anything  happening  in 
Turkey,  our  commerce  would  be  in  a  venr  un- 

"      t  •••• 

comrortahle  }M>8ition.  if  telegraphic  communica- 
tion  with  India  was  at  an  end  ? — Yes;  we  should 
then  have  to  resort  again  to  the  Meditemnesa 
line  >>'iiez. 

8^t).  Lut  even  that  mere  frsjgmentary  mode  ol 
coranunieation  was  very  servkeahle  ?-^Ycs ;  it 
wa.s  nsed  exactly  in  the  same  way  a.^  the  tele- 
f;ra])h  is  used  now  by  the  Persian  Gulf ;  it  was 
used  probably  not  tn  the  .-anie  extent,  but  to  a 
yery  great  extent.  It  could  not  be  used  to  the 
same  extent,  because  it  was  not  daily ;  it  wss 

dependent 


Digitized  by  Google 


8KLECT  COMUITTBE  ON  EAST  IKTDIA  COHHUXICATIOK9. 


41 


/ 


depentleut  upon  the  steamer  j-uuuuig  from  Suez 
lo  Indm,  and  consequently  it  iraa  no  nee  tele- 
graphing, f>x(  ej)t  t()  overtake  tbe  depiurtare  oftke 

itcauicr  f  rom  Suez, 

821.  You  send  a  message  from  London  to 
(rrertakc  the  nuul  at  Suez?— Ycs^  but  that  did 
not  make  it  a  daily  communication ;  now  wc 
Lave  :i  (Inilv  c  i:iinn!i:ir:iti'-n.  Mini  we  c;ui  tele- 
graph any  duy  wc  like  \  but  by  the  steamers  we 
can  only  tclegrni>h  ocoordiDg  to  tlieir  departure 
from  Suez. 

622.  During  the  time  tliat  you  were  at  Ma- 
dias, liad  jrou  reason  t  *  lui  ^nti^ficd  with  the 
manacr  in  wrliich  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental 
Company  performed  their  contract  ? — 1  think,  on 
t!ie  wlu)le,  I  was.  There  was  a  great  deal  of 
ibiiag  in  the  newspapers,  and  so  on ;  but  i 
itiie  mercfttttlle  community  were  very  urett 
i^ati^fiod  with  the  way  in  whicn  the  niaiU  were 
ctiried. 

Yott  were  a  p«rty>  were  you  not,  to  the 
reprcjentutions  made  to  the  Postmaster  Gcneval 
lor  tlie  c.*tablii«tuneDt  of  a  weekly  ccuumunicatiou 
tit  Bombay  'i — Yes,  I  was. 

%ti.  AimI  also  to  the  Postraaater  General  in 
bdia? — Yes;  in  India  I  made  a  rinitlar  euggci- 
ti  ;;,  imder  nitlu  r  different  riii  itmstances,  about 
ftviL  years  ago.  I  was  tlicu  chairman  of  the 
Cbnibcr  of  Commerce  of  .Madras,  and  I  wrote 
to  the  Postmaster  General  there  in  reply  to  a 
Guvemmcut  conmiuuicatiou  regarding  a  weekly 
■mil  from  London  to  Suez.  At  that  time  the 
nlhrays  nern«8  India  were  not  constructed  to 
anything  like  the  extent  that  they  are  now,  and 
tlii  rrf.iro  Suez  wo-s  the  best  point  of  de|i:u  tin  c 
for  C  alcutta,  Bombay,  and  China,  and  the  sug- 
gestion wa^i  for  n  weekly  mail  from  Lcmdon  to  Snez 
or  Aden,  nrnl  fur  the  other  mails  to  branch  from 
Acre.  Now,  oi;r  later  suggestion  is  for  a  weekly 
mail  from  Ivondon  to  Bombay,  conmderii^  that 

tb  haportance  of  Indian  correspondence  la  pro-  ^   

l«b!y  the  greatest,  and  that  tho  other  steamers  pretty  sure  it  was  about  V2  days  as  near  ns  pos' 
may  fairly  tiikc  their  (leparturc  when  the  Imliaii  tlMc 


do  yuu  think  that  tliat  wouhl  be  generally  con- 
sideretl  by  the  pubKe  as  a  very  large  sum  to  he 
borne  by  the  Exeheri«cr  of  tlii-  < nuiiti y,  as  re- 
presenting the  cost  of  maintaining  the"  political 
connection  between  this  country  and  India  ? — No, 
1  think  it  quite  trifling.  Suppose  tin  y  luul  to 
send  all  their  de-^patches  in  men  ul  War,  that 
would  be  a  very  heavy  charge  to  the  country. 

828.  Probably  you  would  be  aurpriaed  to'hcar 
that  at  the  Post  Office  the  question  is  considered 
not  so  much  reference  to  convenience  to  the 
public  and  to  mercantile  interests  as  to  the 
amount  of  additional  loss  as  it  is  termed  winch 
would  be  imposed  uji  -ii  the  Ex'-lH  qaor  if  this 
weekly  eommuniraiion  were  estaLIiolicd  ? — The 
ability  to  send  despatches  to  their  servants  by  the 
Post  Olhce  boats  is  as  much  a  matter  of  defence 
as  a  line  of  battle  shij)  is,  and  it  wonld  be  absurd 

'  to  exi)cct  a  Hue  of  battb  -Ijiji  to  jiay  its  own 
expenses.  On  that  ground  1  say  it  is  a  mistake 
to  suppose  that  the  Post  Office  should  pay  its  own 
expenses  in  a  loii:^  service. 

829.  Mr.  JJoJutt.]  You  stated  that  the  tele- 
graphic connnuuication  had  lately  very  much  im- 
oroved;  in  what  respect  has  the  improvement 
oeen? — I  believe  the  improvement  has  dated 
from  tb''  inotioii  in  the  House  of  C'lnuinons  tor  a 
Commiiteu  on  the  subject,  and  wc  trace  it  entirely 
to  that.  I  have  in  my  hand  a  paper  beginning  in 
February  and  entling  with  to-day,  in  \s']ii(  li  tlie 
length  of  time  of  the  tran:-miseioa  of  tclcgraplis 
is  shown.  One  on  the  8th  of  Match  todc  11 
days  from  Madras;  then  there  was  an  excep- 
tional one  which  took  one  day  to  come  fi'om 
Bombay,  flu-n  (lufi  days  ;  then  the  next,  took 
five  days,  the  next  live  days,  tlie  next  five  days, 
then  two  days,  then  four  days,  then  one  day,  then 
two  days,  and  tlieu  r\s  u  davs. 

830.  What  was  the  uvorage  time  in  last  year 
that  a  mc8.-ai;c  iVom  Bombay  took  to  reach  you? 
— I  cannot  epeak  with  any  exactness,  but  I  am 


steamer  arrives  at  the  point  where  they  have  to 

825.  You  think  that  the  wimlc  nf  the  Indian 

Estal  service  should  be  eondii>:lcd  through Bom> 
V?— I  think  it  should  now,  on  account  of  the 
xiiivays  being  nearly  completed. 

8W.  Yon  are  aware  probably  that  the  Post 
Office  have  insisted  ujion  an  Increase  in  llie  rates 
of  postage,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  make  up 
tbe  increased  amount  which  it  is  supposed  the 
firviee  will  co^^t? — Yes.  I  protect  ^ery  much 
i^iiuat  that.  .1  think  it  is  wrong  in  princijde;  I 
think  that  the  scn  ico  renclered  to  Grovemment 
by  the  postal  steamers  is  of  enormous  importance, 
6r  which  they  pay  little  or  nothing,  and  that  if 
the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Cunipany  were  to 
ttrike  next  week,  the  Uovcrumcut  could  not  send 
s  deipatdi  to  the  adnnral  on  the  Chios  station 
without  sending  a  frigate  out  with  it.  Thev  do 
not  seem  to  consider  that,  when  they  talk  aWit 


831.  So  that  they  have  improved  in  the  de- 
crease of  time  to  the  extent  <^  over  100  per  cent. 

at  the  least  .' — Yes,  ecrtalnlv. 

H'i'^.  Have  you  any  mercantile  relations  with 
China?— Ye* 

833.  Can  you  sive  tlic  Committee  any  infor- 
mation with  re^rd  to  the  telegraphic  communi- 
<'ation  with  that  country  ? — I  do  not  know  that  I 
can  give  the  Connnittee  any  information,  because 
I  have  not  thought  u])on  the  subject.  The 

fractice,  now.  I  In  lleve,  is  to  telegmidi  throunh 
ndia  to  Gallo,  ami  from  there  to  send  it  on  by 
steamer. 

884.  Would  not  it  be  of  very  great  importance 
that  there  should  be  also  as  good  telegraphic 
eoniinnuicatidu  as  practicable  between  China  and 
India,  and  tlieucc  to  England?  —  Yes}  un* 
^wbtedly. 

835.  And  also  from  Ceylon  to  China? — Y'es, 
the  China  trade  is  enormously  valuable,  and  it 


raiging  their  rate  of  poeta<!;e,  as  they  did  the  other  would  be  benefited  materially  by  good  telegr»< 

to  1«.  3(/.,  they  wish  it  to  pay  for  the  good  phic  communication,  and  the  Japan  trade  also, 

government  of  India,  and  that  they  wish  the  post  836.  Mr.  Weguelin.']  There  Is  no  telegraph  to 

letter?  to  l)ear  the  charge  of  rapid  connnunications  Singapore,  is  tin  re  ? — No,  there  is  not.    There  is 

which  contribute  in  so  important  a  manner  to  the  one  in  contemplation  to  use  up  some  cable  that 

Menee  and  good  goTemmentofonrTndtan  empire,  did  not  answer  elsewhere.   I  hetiere  the  tele- 

It  was  stated  the  otiier  dajr  in  evidence  graph  exists  a  considorable  way  iVns  n  Miudmain. 

'bt  the  difference  in  the  amount  paid  under  con-  837.  If  it  were  cumpleted  to  Singapore,  it 

to  the  Peidnaalar  and  Oriental  Coin|mny  wonld  save  a  consideral)le  time,  would  it  not, 

*nd  the  amount  charged  bv  the  Post  Office  in  the  comparing  it  with  the  time  occupied  in  sending 

^••pc  of  postage  was  about  48,000/.  per  annum;  despatches  from  Galle? — Yes,  no  doubt  it  would 

0.43,  F 


JET.  NeUon, 
E«q. 
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1860. 
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Jf.  NAm,       oertunlyt  *^  saving  to  die  China  trade  to  lutve 
3liq,      a  tclcfrraph  to  Singapore ;  an  1  it  ih  well  to  re- 

  member  that  the  articlfs  ol  jmiduce  exported 

17  AurJI  Cbina  arc  exceedingly  valuable ;  silk,  tea* 

and  »  on,  which  will  bear  the  expense  of  man^ 
telegrams. 

838.  Sir  Henri/  liattlinsau.^  Dues  your  lilifer- 
vatiou  with  regard  to  the  iinproveinent  ot  the 
telegraph  of  late  times  refer  to  accuracy  as  well 
to  speed? — Yes,  it  d<)i.<;  tiny  Imxe  come  in 
very  much  better  ortler  Uuiiut;  the  last  month; 
eo  much  so,  that  we  have  bau  one  or  two  tel^ 
grama  without  a  nuele  mistake. 
.  839.  Are  you  able  to  say  whether  that  un- 
provcnicut  refers  to  tlic  European  jiortion  or  the 
Asiatic  ? — No,  it  its  impossible  for  anybody  to  say 
where  it  l«,  hut  I  have  a  sue^Mcion  that  a  {!reat 
deal  of"  the  j;rfvt(nt.-  in<'^«lTr('tIK'^>  existed  on  the 
line  from  JionibHy  U>  Kurnichec,  and  I  think  tliat  * 
Aey  have  beard  about  thie  Committee,  and  that 
they  are  very  particuhir  now  as  to  sending  mes- 
sages on  the  north-western  part  of  the  Indian  line. 
My  jiKi^^mc-m  u|M>n  that  i,^  arrived  at  from  my 
expcricucc  iu  India  of  the  sort  of  utijitakes  they 
U8e4  to  make  there.  They  were  nearly  aU 
phonetic,  and  many  of  the  nu>talu/^  tliat  we  have 
now  arc  phonetic,  arising  from  people  reading  out 
a  message  one  to  the  other,  andheing  imperfeetly 
acquainted  with  the  language. 

840.  Mr.  Ayrton.']  'ftat  id  to  pay,  the  one  not 
being  able  to  spell  the  word  as  the  other  reads  it? 
— Yea,  not  being  able  to  spell  the  word,  or  fiuaey- 
ing  that  anoAer  word  was  mid. 

841.  Mr.  U\tiuvlm.~\  Wa-  tin  re  any  .-iK-pii  ion 
of  bad  faith? — lu  India  coiruptiou  is  the  only 
word  ibr  it.  I  know  of  many  instances,  and,  in 
fact,  only  lately  a  man  has  been  sentenced  to 
labour  two  years  on  the  roads  for  corruption  in  a 
telegraph  ofiice.  There  have  been  many  Govern- 
ment proaecutious  already.  The  priacipal  cor- 
ruption was  between  Bombay  and  Galle  on 
account  of  the  opium  messages. 

•  842.  Mr.  Mof/'ti/.j  Are  any  of  tlie  telegraphs 
in  Indhi  in  the  hands  of  the  Ciovernment?— They 
are  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Gtivernment ; 
there  arc  no  telegraphs  permitted  except  Govern- 
ment telegraphs. 

84.?.  J^xcept  thoee  on  railways  ibr  the  purpose 
of  tboee  railways  ? — Precisely  so. 

844.  Mr.  Ji/>i(/ii,^  Those  lines  are  not  in  c;  lu- 
municution  with  the  I'ertdau  iiue? — It  is  my  im- 
prcssiott  that  they  have  nothing  to  do  with 
Euro[ican  messages. 

845.  Sir  Henri/  RawUnson.l  I  observe  iLut 
the  great  improvement  in  the  crmmunication, 
according  to  the  reports  that  have  been  preeented 
to  us,  may  be  dated  from  last  February  ? — 
According  to  uiy  statement  it  cdiiiiueiiced  in 
March,  and  it  has  been  gradually  impruviug  up 
to  this  very  time. 

846.  That  <\i<v<  not  qiiifr  rproc  with  the 
reports  fi-om  tlie  tujieniilLiidi  i;l  ut  Constan- 
tinople, one  dated  the  26th  of  February  an<l  the 
other  dated  the  21st  of  February,  who  states  in 
the  rej)ort  of  the  26th  of  February:  **Duiing 
the  l:.-t  tljK  (  iir  ftnir  weeks  the  communication 
by  telegrajjh  both  to  India  and  to  London  has 
been  surprisingly  regular  and  prompt,  messages 
cither  way  ycniecly  ever  occupyin?^  more  than 
one  day,"  that  is  two  days  for  the  whole  line? 
— Yes,  perhaps  so. 

847.  I  observe  in  reference  to  the  same 
subject,  the  officer  reports  £rom  ConaUntinople 
that  he  sent  a  message  direct  to  Kwraehae,  ue 


aelcnowledgment  of  which  was  rccciAe<l  back  at 
Coustant'T" m;.1,>  three  minute^  afterward- ;  do  yf»u 
think  tliat  a  statenu?nt  of  tiiid  surt  ii  lu  be 
received  as  authentie,  tliat  a  message  would  be 
sent  fironi  Uonstantiuople  to  Kurrachee,  and 
back  again  from  Kurrachee  to  Constantinople, 
the  aeknowlcdgmcnt  of"  it  .'should  have  taken  up 
no  more  than  three  miimtes? — I  do  not  like  to 
give  an  opinion  about  a  professional  matter  with 
which  I  am  rot  acquainted;  I  do  not  know. 

848.  ISir.  Ayrtun.'i  Are  the  coinmerciui  rela- 
tions between  England  and  China  ver^,-  mndi 
nuzed  up  witli  the  commercial  rebtions  between 
China  and  India  and  England  and  In^?— Tci, 
tin  re  is  a  sort  of  triangular  eouunorcc  constSDily 
going  on  between  the  tiiree  countries. 

840.  Therefore  all  the  relations  of  China  are 
very  much  iutirwoven  with  India  for  the  pur- 
poses ol'  business? — Yes,  and  of  course  they 
would  be  much  more  interwoven  if  we  had  the 
mean'4  of  communicating  with  China  by  tele- 
graph ;  the  banks  espcciidl^'  would  use  them  to 
a  very  great  extent. 

850.  Is  very  much  importance  also  attached  10 
tiie  relations  and  the  arrangements  to  and  from 
"We.-ti  i  ii  Tiidia,  Cliiiia,  and  Iyii<^Iaiid  ? — Tiidntibt- 
cdly  ;  the  Uuiiibiiv  nicichiaUa  have  a  l;irge  trade 
with  China,  and  a  lar^o  tnule  with  London. 

851.  Do  you  think  if  the  China  mail  were 
brought  in  mrect  commnnication  with  the  weekly 
mail  to  Bombay,  it  would  be  a  L'reat  advaiita^'e 
to  general  conuncrcc  ijom  the  relations  which 
70U  have  mentioned? — I  think  that  Chba 
mail  must  go  to  Biniihay  -,  if  may  to  Aden 
first,  but  it  must  go  to  Bombay  eventually ;  I 
think  that  the  C'hina  mail  must  always  luivc  its 
head-quarters  at  Bombay",  on  account  of  the 
docking  of  vessels  and  repairing  them.  There 
arc  a  great  many  thing-  aimut  diis  wliich 
probably  the  Peniosular  and  Oriental  Company 
could  tell  you  better  than  I  can,  but  I  doubt 
whether  die  line  from  China  could  terminate  at 
Aden. 

852.  Do  you  think  that  it  would  be  ttie  most 
desirable  course,  in  the  first  place,  tt)  con<:t  utraic 
all  the  effort  in  a  direct  line  from  Suez  to  Bom- 
bay ? — I  do. 

8o3.  And  that  that  should  be  a  line  of  the 
greatest  speed,  and  with  all  the  power  that  can  be 
i  1  uiLiiit  to  iiear  upon  It? — Und«nibtedly  I  ilo. 

6o4.  So  as  to  get  letters  as  quickly  as  po«ribje 
at  Bombay  for  distribution  in  India? — Yes. 

85.3.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  if  the  whole  effort 
of  India  were  concentrated  on  that  direct  line,  it 
might  be  carried  on  at  a  high  speed  with  tolera- 
ble economy  ? — I  cannot  answer  as  to  economy, 
because  I  am  afraid  there  would  be  a  large  ex- 
penditure for  better  .-teamets  rec|uireil. 

856.  But,  ou  the  other  hand,  from  your  know- 
ledge of  India,  do  yoa  think  that  il'  the  whole 
.afrenni  of  pa^Hriif^ers  from  all  parts  of  India  were 
brought  duwu  upuii  Buuibjiy  to  go  direct  tu  Suez, 
the  economy  which  would  result  fn)m  that,  as 
well  as  the  regularity,  mi^t  imiuce  so  laraea 
number  of  passcngeni  as  to  admit  of  a  eonsmer- 
aide  increase  in  the  jupwer  niul  size  and  .-peed  of 
the  vessels  ? — Undoubtedly  they  would  get  vcnf 
many  more  passengers,  and  they  would  be  able 
to  employ  larger  lioat.s  ]n  ofitably. 

857.  Bearing  that  iu  miitd,  and  as2>uuiing  the 
railway  comnmnlcatiou  to  be  made  throitgh  from 
Bombay  to  Madm  on  the  other  side  of  India* 
do  you  think  that  a  line  of  steamers  could  depart 
from  Cslcutta  just  as  well  as  ftont  Bombay  pro- 

ntably 
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Staiblj  to  China,  touching  at  Madras,  or  tonching 
•t  any  jMnnt  on  the  oo««t  to  take  in  the  oiaik? — 
I  am  amid  iliBt  there  would  be  a  loee  of  time  if 

they  (lid  not  start  frum  Gallc :  I  presume  the 
Honourable  Member  means  in  supercession  of  the 
Galle  route  as  it  exiBtf>  now. 

858.  Ycf.  YoTi  Btnlcd  that  it  would  be  de- 
nrable  to  rorxcntrute  the  whole  mail  effort  on 
Bombay? — Vl-.  but  am  I  to  tinder.'<tand  the 
Honourable  Member  tu  mean  (hat  all  theoorres- 
ponUcnce  and  pats^ciigers  lor  China  shooU  go 
through  from  Bombay  to  Calciina. 

859.  I  mean  that  jiaUras  should  be  the  point 
of  departure  on  the  Eastern  coast  if  the  line  of 
railway  ig  rxtrnded  to  Madr&s  from  Ildiiiltay? 

I  do  liot  feel  competent  to  express  nu  opinion 
i^ion  that.  1  think  that  one  of  llui  large  steam- 
boat coinpamee  could  give  vou  a  much  better 
answer  than  I  can  on  that  sutycct.  ^ 

860.  Personally,  do  you  think  that  it  would  lie 
a  great  advantage  to  the  community  if  they  had 
Ae  opportunity  nf  passing  through  fluch  jplaees 
1-  B  lubav  and  Calcutta  on  their  way  to  China, 
betwi>eu  China  and  England? — I  think  that  for 
per^n^  going  to  China,  and  also  for  postal  com- 
munieationH,  the  route  to  China  should  be  the 
shortest,  and  1  doubt  whether  the  mate  through 
India  would  be  the  sh-u  tc,-t.    I  think  that  the 


Madras  would  be  nearly  as  bad,  I  do  not  think 
that  there  i»  much  difference  in  the  length  of 
the  journey. 

868.  But  do  you  think  that  in  postal  arrange- 
ments we  are  to  look  to  the  comfort  of  women 
and  ohildrcn,  or  to  oonrider  the  economy  of  the 

service? — Yon  asked  me,  as  a  question  of  jirnfit, 
combining  passengers  with  high  speed  and  large 
ships. 

868.  If  that  line  were  to  be  adopted  you  think 
that  the  inconrenienee  would'  he  such  that  you 

iniciht  not  reasonably  sacilflee  sn  nuK'li  for  the 
general  interest  ? — To  imt  it  in  a  short  way,  if 
there  were  a  double  line  going,  the  One  nom 
Adi  ii  )n  China,  by  (lallt^  and  Singaporr,  and 
the  utLer  from  Adeu  to  Bombay  (let  it  be  ever  eo 
fast)  from  Bombay  by  railway  to  the  eastern  side 
of  India,  with  a  fresh  embarkation  to  China,  I 
am  quite  certain  that  the  steamer  which  went 
ficni  Adon  to  Galle  direct  would  have  all  the 
passengers. 

870.  Have  you  ever  been  down  the  coast  from 

Calcutta  to  Galle?— Yns. 

871.  Have  you  not  found  a  great  desire  on  the 
part  of  the  passengers  to  get  out  of  the  Stoamer 
at  Madras,  and  to  go  on  shore  ? — Yes. 

872.  And  at  GaUe,  in  the  eamc  waj  ? — Yos. 
Pi)  ntit  they  find  it  a  very  great  relief? — 


873.  ..  ,   ^.j  ^ 

route  from  Aden  through  Galle  is  the  one  which  JHo  doubt;  but  then  jou  must  consider  their  oon- 
would  still  be  maintjuned.  wnienoe,  and  llieir  health,  and  their  padeagea 

861.  You  would  i,'o  down  fhr  cnn^t  from  B«)m-        874.  And  arc  not  fho  ladies  generally  very 


bay  to  Galle? — No,  I  think  ihcv  would  prefer  to 
send  the  China  steamer  from  fiombay  to  AdeOt 
to  await  the  arrival  of  the  Bombay  mail  from 
London,  and  start  away  from  Aden  immediately 
that  mail  arrives  to  go  from  Aden  to  Gallc. 

862.  Then  you  would  lose  a  considerable 
amount  of  the  contribution  in  the  concentrated 
cflort  1>i>t\vion  T!inid):iv  and  Suez  direct? — That 


cauiiot  be  heli>cd ;  but  i  do  not  think  that  anything 

go  through 
Calcutta,  unlesi'  they  were  driven  there. 


would  induce 


China  pnesengers 


863.  Do  you  tbiiik  that  if  they  could  get  a 
dhect  line  from  Bombay  to  Suez  at  great  speed, 
^t  would  not  be  an  inducement  to  them  to  eo 
aoiois  India,  if  they  could  do  so  conveniently, 
by  the  railway? — I  am  not  a!>le  to  fonnaTetT 
correct  opinion  upon  this  question,  but  I  think 
there  is  so  much  to  be  done  in  looking  after  the 
ba;rga^'e,  thiit  t!io  route  between  Aden  und 
China  would  be  prcrcired  by  any  person  who 
oonld  avail  himself  of  it.  I  think,  as  a  matter  of 
tfaue,  and  as  a  matter  of  excuse,  and  also  on 
aeeount  of  the  trouble  of  shifting  about  with 
baggage  from  the  .--tf  ainLT  to  tlie  railway,  and  so 
on,  the  direct  route  Irom  Aden  would  be  pre- 
femd. 

864.  Have  vn"i  !ieen  mucli  backward  and  for- 
ward between  iudiuaiid  ICnf^land? — il»u\c  made 
the  overland  route  six  times. 

865.  Do  you  find  that9  afier  a  sea  voyage  of 
serea  or  eight  days,  it  is  an  unpleasant  thinf  to 
get  out  of  the  steamer  and  get  on  land? — ^o, 
bat,  it  is  a  very  inconvenient  thine  for  ladies  and 
children.  For  a  man  by  lumseu  there  is  pro- 
bably no  great  difficidty  or  exertion  involved, 
hut,  for  a  family,  every  change  from  one  ship  to 
imother  is  to  be  deprecated. 

866.  You  think  that  it  would  be  a  serious  in- 
OOBTenienoe  after  a  long  sea  journey  ? — Yes,  a 
railway  journe)-  of  three  days  from  Bombay  to 
Calcutta  would  be  a  serious  tiling  for  children. 

867.  But  from  Bombay  to  Madras  the  journey 
would  be  only  two  days?— Flma  Bombay  to 

(U3. 


clamorous  to  get  out  of  the  steainur? — They  are 
always  very  glad  to  do  so  except  when  there  is  a 
very  high  surf. 

875.  Supposing  that,  by  concentration  of  ctiurt, 
you  got  ccoii"niy  and  cheapuuss  of  conveyance, 
do  you  not  think  that  that  would  be  an  element  in 
the  oouNderation? — am  afraid  that  aU  the  ad- 
vantages that  y*iu  speak  of  would  be  lost  aa 
against  the  great  difference  of  dibtauco  and  the 
great  difference  in  expense.  The  distance  would 
be  c(msiderably  more.  There  could  be  no  question 
about  it. 

876.  But  would  distance  be  an  element  except 
as  measured  by  time  ? — Yes,  measured  in  any 
way  it  would  be  a  loss,  the  expense  depends  upon 
the  distance. 

877.  But  would  you  not  also  be  able  to  keep 
down  the  expense  if  you  had  this  lai-go  nimiber 
uf  pa??enger8  which  you  would  get  by  bringing 
tlicm  ill!  into  one  stream  ? — If  you  ask  me  com- 
mercially I  think  it  would  be  a  very  ba<l  specu- 
lation indeed  to  send  the  China  traffic  through 
Calcutta  or  Madras. 

878.  Is  there  miieli  nu  n  liandise  Ijrougbt  from 
China  by  steamboat  to  Loudon  1 — Yes,  a  great 
deal  of  silk  and  piece  goods  and  other  valuable 
ronimoditii  The  frei^dit  is  very  high}  although 
I  do  Dill  reuiLMubcr  what  it  is. 

879.  Is  there  not  also  a  lar^c  trade  from  Cal- 
cutta to  China  in  valuable  goods? — Undoubtedly 
a  very  large  trade. 

S80.  Ts  there  enough  to  8upj»ort  a  steamboat 
independent  of  the  English  mail  t — There  are 
Steamboats  that  run  now,  bat  they  are  private 

fropcrty ;  they  belong  to  some  large  China 
ouses,  Jardine  &  Co.,  and  Dent  &  Co. 

881.  Are  there  not  also  steamers  running  from 
Bombay  on  private  aooount  to  China  believe 
ttere  are  now ;  but  I  am  not  able  to  state  poa> 
tively  that  that  is  so. 

882.  Considering  that  the  steamers  are  now 
going  without  subsidies  to  China,  do  you  think 
»at,  with  the  additioa  nS  the  subsidy,  for  the  muk 
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It:  Nehoii,   to  India  iteelf  they  would  not  be  able  to  cnrry  on 
£»q.       the  China  mail? — No,  i  think  not;  I  think  that 
ihe  nibfudy  required  would  be  something  enor- 

*  iw£  mou9.  I  may  state  that  those  private  steamers 
are  kept  for  opium  speculations,  and  therefore 
they  do  not  depend  for  defraying  their  expeiues 
upon  the  otdinur  souroes.  * 

88S.  But  if  tne  opnun  could  be  sent  ftcross 
India  rapidly,  crinsldcrinjj  its  value,  I  presume 
that  there  ivmikl  be  very  little  difficulty  in  ship- 
ping it  at  jMiidras,  or  At  iray  other  point  of  de- 
parture on  the  (itlier  conH  as  well  an  at  Bi  niljay  ? 
— No,  except  ihut  probably  the  Guvciiuucut 
niiglit  fUM  ohjections  on  the  score  of  smuggling. 
Ihladns  is  not  Allowed  to  grow  opiom  now  just 
for  that  reason. 

884.  But  if  the  chests  wvvr  sent  .-^calod  in  the 
usual  way  by  railway  for  throu^rh  traffic,  that 
objection  would  be  obviated,  woiud  it  not? — "So 
doubt  it  could  be  nrranpf^'l. 

885.  Is  it  your  opiiii  tn  tha*  no  Indian  mail 
eonldraatainiritli  a  nxxli  rati-  i^ubsidy  a  regular 
mail  comnuBkation  with  China?— Yes,  that  is 
my  opinion.  I  fhink  that  the  snbeidy  rcijuircd 
for  such  a  sr  i  v  Ice  as  the  Post  Office  service  l  ic- 
twcen  India  and  China  would  be  enormous ;  so 
large  titat  llie  Government  would  not  think  of 
offering  it. 

886.  Mr.  Turner.'}  I  supjMge  that  those  large 
opium  honees  are  vei-y  jealous  of  interference  by 

any  other  parties:  ami  in  many  <  n^fs  they  refuse 
to  t4ike  passengers  and  <'argo  i" — i  cs;  their  des- 
patches are  always  private,  and  very  frequently 
their  destination  is  secret. 

887.  And  in  fact  they  keep  it  as  private  as 
possible  ? — Quite  so. 

888.  Illr.  LtilrdJ  Ymx  think  that  you  could 
not  divert  the  jtaatenger  traffic  from  Aden  to 
China  by  way  of  Bombay? — think  not.  '  I  may 
be  wrong*  but  that  is  my  impression. 

889.  u  the  number  of  passengers  were  reduced 
and  tlie  cargo  went  tlie  otLer  \say,  \v«iu!d  not 
tlie  cost  of  postal  conimunication  with  Bombay 
be  verj*  much  increased,  and  would  not  the  oom- 
jiany  ri  quire  a  much  higher  subsidy  if  they  were 
dc]>ii\cil  of  the  passengers  by  the  existence  of 
two  routes  ? — No  doubt.  I  do  not  think  that  an^ 
subsidy  would  keep  the  steamboats  going  on  if 
they  had  no  passengers. 

890.  E.\co])t  that  tlu  re  would  ]>c  iLf  jia«sen- 
gcrs  tu  liumbay?  If  1  clearly  uudcrtitand  the 
honourable  Member's  question,  I  think  it  is 
thir;,  tliat  if  the  priF^pnfrors  from  Aden  to  China, 
tid  Gallc,  were  tiiktu  away  IVdui  that  route,  the 
subsidy  then  which  is  {>aid  by  the  Government  to 
the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company  would 
have  to  be  viery  mnch  raiecd.  No  doubt  it  would 
have  to  be  rai.sed  beyond  nil  calculation. 

891.  Mr.  Turner].  In  fact,  yon  think  tlic 
cheapest,  most  economical,  and  Lest  pUm  is  for 
nomlmy  to  be  the  principal  port  for  letters,  and 
that  they  should  go  on  from  liombav  to  Calcutta, 
and  iVom  Bombay  to  China?— I  think  that  for 
India  the  only  pi-oper  route  is  by  Bcinbay.  and 
for  China  and  Australia  the  proi>cr  route  by 
Aden  and  Galle. 

892.  Then,  in  that  case,  you  must  Imvf  one  Hnc 
of  steamers  from  Aden  to  Galle,  and  another 
from  Aden  to  Bombay  ? — Yes ;  I  think  tliat  the 
principal  line  should  be  to  JJombay,  and  tluit  it 


shnnld  slop  there,  in  duing  It  a  sort  of  expre.>8 
train  runmng  througlij  and  tliat  itslioukl  dnip  all 
the  Austrahan  passengers  and  all  the  China  pa»- 
eengers  at  Aden,  and  it  should  not  be  I  .innJ 
to  wait  for  the  arrival  of  any  steamer  from  China 
or  frDni  Australia ;  but  that  if  passengers  were 
too  late  for  the  steamer  which  runs  from  Bombay 
to  England  express,  those  passengers  should  wait 
for  the  next  mail. 

898«  CkairmanJ]  Would  they  not  have  to  wait 
a  week  under  the  weekly  system  ? — Yes. 

894.  Air.  Turner.']  Passengers  for  Australia 
and  China  would  go  direct  from  Aden  to  Galle  ? 

— -Yea. 

B95.  Mr.  Ayrton.li  You  will  observe  that  that 

fVPtnn  iiivolves,  does  it  not,  having  a  steamboat 
always  running  between  Bombay  and  Aden 
emp^  or  partially  empty,  for  that  part  of  the 
j€liniey*and  yet  large  enough  to  receive  the  great 
influx  of  ])as.scngers  to  be  carried  fr()m  Aden  to 
Suez? — I  stated,  in  a  former  part  of  my  evidence, 
tltat  I  feared  that  Aden  could  not  be  mado  a  depot 
or  a  termitttis  of  the  China  line,  and  that  I  feared 
that  yon  wonM  be  obliLjod  to  send  the  b'.aS  (nj 
to  Bonilwy  to  be  duiked  whenever  they  rcr^uircd 
it,  and  I  still  think  that  that  will  have  to  be 

done.  But  that  can  be  done  by  moans  of  reserve 

boat"". 

89G.  Do  not  you  think  that  it  would  entail  a 
very  enormous  amount  of  expense  upon  the 
whole  postal  subndy,  if  the  company  had  to  run 
boats  fi-om  Bombay  to  Suez  large  enough  to  take 
in  the  whole  influx  of  passengers  at  Aden,  and 
that  it  would  involve  their  running  half-empty 
ships  between  Aden  and  Bombay? — Except  th"^, 
that  by  a  weekly  mail  you  would  probably  uiukc 
arrange  mo  III  >  for  some  of  them  to  go  by  each 
boat.  If  you  have  steamers  of  very  high  ^eed 
to  run  to  Bombay  they  must  bo  very  large, 

897.  Would  nnt  iW\<  '-c  the  result,  tliat  Ifil;.;-,' 
were  of  a  capat  ity  enough  to  take  iu  this  influx 
of  passengers  in  the  Australian  and  China  busi- 
ness, there  would  be  a  great  waste  of  p  wcr.  n! 
all  events,  in  the  journey  between  Aden  and 
Bombay? — It  nught  involve  the  necc."'-lf\  nf 
sending  au  extra  steamer  from  Suez  to  Aden 
sometffiies  as  they  would  be  so  crowded  with 
Australia  and  China  ]ias>ei;;;ci-8. 

898.  Do  you  think  that,  if  all  effort  ccukl  be 
conoentrated  on  Bombay,  by  a  steamer  going  up 
from  Galle  to  Bombay,  and  there  landioL^  the 
passengers,  that  would  be  an  economical  arrarge- 
ment  ? — I  do  not  feel  sufficiently  acquainted 
with  the  subject  to  give  an  answer  about  that. 

899.  But  that  would  probably  obviate  the  diffi- 
culty in  ex]ic  nM  ,  would  it  m)t? — I  think  that  the 
officers  of  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company 
would  give  the  Committee  the  best  information 
about  that. 

900.  Can  you  give  the  Committee  any  idea  of 
the  comiMirative  value  of  the  exports  from  India 
to  China,  and  Europe  to  China?— Ko,  X  cannot 
do  that  I  am  not  £0  much  in  that  trade  as  to  be 
able  to  do  so. 

901.  You  are  probably  not  aw  are  that  more 
than  two-thirds  of  the  value  of  the  produce  ex- 
ported to  China  go<  s  from  India  to  Chma,  as  com- 
pared with  less  than  one-third  from  Europe  to 
China  ? — No,  I  should  not  like  to  say  anyAing 
upon  that  subject. 
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W111.1AX  Hauxlton  CbAKBj 

902.  ChairmanJ]  Yov  an  «  Member  of  the 

Fir  a  of  Parry  :\u(\  Company,  ol"  M:i  I  n*? — I  nm. 

903.  Huvc  you  resided  in  indm  lor  many 
jean? — Ye*. 

904  When  did  you  Tetam  from  India? — ^In 
July,  last  year. 

905.  Hnvc  you  found  that  the  introdnction  of 
the  telegraph  between  India  and  Europe  has 
CttDBcd  mnch  alteration  in  the  mode  of  enrryiug 
on  busincsii? — Ccrtuiiily,  a  very  frreat  alterLition. 
The  tmusactiond  both  in  the  produce  and  in  the 
nianufacturee  of  thi«  country  are  affected  very 
directly  by  telcg^rajdiic  coriimunications.  It  is 
not  too  mucli  u>  aay  that  all  trutmetiouti  are 
based  u|)on  the  advices  which  reach  th«  Indian 
merchants  by  telegraph.  * 

906.  You  spealc  of  transactions  in  produce,  and 
in  mnnufnctiircd  gnocis  from  tlii.-i  ciMiutry,  jier- 
hape  you  do  not  cjicludo  the  great  monetary 
Iraiuaetioue  between  the  two  countries  ? — Clearly 
not;  they  are  as  much  a  part  <'f  tlic  market  as 
any  article  in  which  businci:^  tians^ictions  arc 
carried  on. 

907.  The  dealing  in  public  securities  and  bo 
on? — Ye? ;  also  the  courae  of  exchange,  thcynlue 
<  f  bullinn.  and  such  like  mailers. 

908.  Have  ^ou  not  fuund  very  oi'ten,  that 
Aoee  tranaaetionfl  throngh  the  telegraph,  are 
brought  to  completion  licfore  the  written  com- 
municatiiins  arc  re<  uived  ? — Certainly  eo;  (he 
transactions,  as  far  aa  the  pnrdiaee  and  the  actual 
clo:<ing  of  the  bargains  are  concerned,  are  in 
ahiio:it  all  ca£cs  completed  prior  to  the  receipt  of 
the  |K)stal  adviccB,  and  it  nuiy  lie,  that  the  actual 
ehipment  may  be  completed,  aleo  very  fretiuently 

ooeun,  but  the  tran«action  ia  concluded  prior 
to  the  receipt  of  the  postal  communtcaliou,  and 
that  makes  the  tel^raph  of  ^o  much  more  vital 
iniport.nncc. 

909.  When  you  were  in  India,  did  you  find 
great  advantage  in  the  conduct  ol  your  bu$ine:>t« 
from  the  power  of  communicating  with  your 
agenta  hj  telegraph  ? — ^Most  material  advantage. 

910.  Not  only  I  ramtose  in  the  receipt  of 
market  advi<''er'  frdtii  U\\^  coiinfry,  Init  also  in 
sending  your  instnictions  as  to  the  dipposnl  of 
year  |>ooa8  on  the  way  ? — Ye»,  quite  so ;  and  une 
m^«t  remarkable  effect  which  it  had  in  altering 
the  cliaractcr  of  the  business  was  this,  that  prior 
to  the  introduction  of  telegraphic  connection 
between.  Europe  and  India,  the  direct  transac- 
fiioae  of  European  boneee  in  India  were  com* 
]iarr\tiM  ly  rare,  whrrt'as  now,  from  their  ability 
t<>  transmit  onlers  direct  to  India,  they  deid  as 
princi|>nls  in  our  markets,  much  more  frequently; 
that  is  to  say,  orders  from  Eumjic  arc  far  nK»re 
rife  than  they  were  ^irior  to  the  introduction  of 
telegraphic  commumcatioii  with  India. 

911.  That  i»  to  aay,  yon,  residing  at  Madras, 
wonld  receive  through  the  telegraph,  an  order 
for  a  shi[«nent  of  cotton  on  Engli^li  European 
account  ?  —  Yea  ;  in  fact,  it  places  European 
bayem  oa  prineipole  in  our  market,  in  a  way  that 
never  obtained  before,  and  hay  led  to  a  vast  num- 
ber more  orders  being  licut  I'rum  Europe  than 
eoold  have  been  die  case  when  the  oommiaiii- 
cation  was  carried  on  entirely  by  means  of  the 

yi2.  Z^fr.  fVcf/urlin.']  It  rendered  the  liusincss 
safer  ? — Yes;  it  struck  out  an  clement  of  risk. 
913.  And  all  bniineM  caa  be  eondneted 

a43. 
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balaly  with  a  tmaller  capital  ? — The  tendency  of 
it  is  in  that  dirci-ti. m. 

914.  Chuinnaii.j  Upon  that  point  is  it  not  the 
feet  tliat  a  nuui  can  shiji  any  quantity  of  cotton, 
pay  .'■>(>()  U;;le.s  of  cottnii,  fV.ini  India,  advise  tlic 
thipmc'iit  by  telegrapli,  and  then  receive  in  the 
course  of  a  fe^v  days  advice  of  its  having  beNl 
sold  ? — It  is  quite  po.'^sibie. 

915.  And  then  he  is  freed  from  all  mercantile 
risk  in  the  matter?— Ytr. 

916.  And  he  is  able  then  upon  his  own  credit 
to  renew  the  operation? — Quite  m;  he  has,  in 
fact,  di^iioscd  orliis  first  interest,  and  he  is  free 
to  repeat  it. 

917.  I  suppose  a  man  shipping  500  bales  of 
cotttm  on  consignment  to  England  from  Madras 
advises  hi^  correspondent  in  England  by  telegraph 
that  500  bales  of  cotton  hare  been  shipped  in 
such  and  ^uch  a  vessel,  and  authorises  his  agent 
to  sell  that  cotton  at  once  on  the  water;  he  aoe« 
so  and  (elegra|)liB  a  reply  Imdc  (o  bis  iiriiu  ipal, 
who  i:*  then  enabled  imuiediatcly  to  repeat  his 
operation,  having  drawn  against  the  first  ship- 
ment?— Yes,  it  is  perfectly  compcfrnt  for  a  man 
in  Madras  or  in  the  Indian  iiiuikctis  to  curry  out 
the  operation  that  y<m  sketch. 

918.  That  is  nut  unfi-equcntly  the  case? — 
Certainly  not. 

919.  Mi:  Ai/rton.^j  Art-  wc  (u  understand  you 
to  moan  tliat  having  received  aullwribitivc  .idvice 
that  a  sale  has  been  made  which  is  profitable, 
when  he  has  news  that  the  result  is  pri'fita1i!e  to 
him  by  having  that  information,  he  ean  L'alu 
credit  for  a  new  operation? — Yes.  A  >liipjier 
having  obtained  advices  of  the  sale  of  hid  first 
shijnnent  is  in  a  fiosition,  If  he  so  desires,  to 
repeat  that  operation.  Instead  of  waiting  for 
tlie  ctnirse  f')"  p  ■■^t  week?  and  months,  for  the 
cotton  to  go  n  11,11!  tlii>  (.'ape,  and  the  time  that 
must  elapse  in  that,  he  obtains  his  advices  by 
telegraph,  and  is  in  a  position  to  renew  his  opera- 
tions: and,  knowing  the  fate  of  the  first  consign- 
ment of  500  balcf,  instead  of  believing  himself 
to  be  the  owner  ol*  1,€00  bales,  if  he  had  repeated 
the  operation,  he  would  know  that  he  had  sold 
the  iii-st  500. 

920.  Therefore,  he  can  conduct  more  business 
with  reference  to  his  own  funds,  and  the  risk  is 
diminished  to  that  extern  r — ^  es. 

921.  Chniriiifin.^  It  is  widiin  your  knowledge, 
is  it  not,  that  that  which  I  have  sketched  out  is 
an  cvery-day  occurrence  ? — ^Ves. 

92t?.  Tliercfi ■;•('.  if  is  of  tlio  ntmost  iinporfancc 
that  the  telegraphic  service  should  be  as  reliable 
as  possible? — ^Unqnestionably. 

923.  Ha^e  yon  f<aind  reason  to  complain  of 
the  manner  in  whicij  the  tclegroliic  service  in 
this  country  and  India  IiM  been  carried  on  ?— 
Yes,  I  must  say  w, 

924.  Do  yoH  find  tt  better  now  than  it  used  to 
lie  ? — In  the  last  few  weeks  there  lias  Ix'cii  a 
wonderful  improvement,  not  only  in  the  regu- 
larity of  the  messages,  but  in  the  time  they  have 
taken  in  delivery. 

925.  With  regard  to  the  local  service  in  India, 
yoa,  when  residing  in  Madras  had  a  good  deal  of 
experienoe*  have  yon  not,  of  the  manner  in  which 
messi^B  were  sent  up  from  Galle  at  the  time 
when  the  me8?a;.;cs  were  taken  on  from  Sqcs  by 
the  mail  bouts  to  Galle? — Yes. 

9S6,  Did  you  find  much  to  oomplmn  of  with 
F  3  regaxd 
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*H,(3nA$f  Teganl  to  thoee  messes  ?— It  woe  the  subject  of 

Eaq.       geucral  note  fur  a  cousideraMe  jit'ri(Kl,that  wlien- 
^      ever  a  mail  arrivifd  at  CJullt',  Piiinjosing  it  was 
*7  j^P''''    briiiginji:  important  intelligciK-c,  tlu  i  e  was  invari- 
'  ably  au  iiitcrniption  on  the  line  of  tionic  f-orf  or 

Other  ;  tliat  occurod  ahnu.^t  a.s  rcgnlarl\-  as  the 
mail. 

hil.  Had  not  one  or  two  lucaeagea  ibund  their 
way  forward  before  the  intermption  took  place  ? 

— Ir  v  r>f^  littiriilt  tn  trace;  hut  no  doubt  there 
were  motives  existing  for  tainpcring  with  the 
line^t  and  there  was  unquesllonablv  a  grent  deal 
of  forrujition ;  at  least,  it  w:is  attributed  to  tl.af. 

928.  J'hore  \va.-  a  great  deal  of  tuspicion,  was 
tliero  not,  of  the  integrity  of  thc  enploj^l  in 
tbe  telegraph  oifice? — Yes. 

929.  Of  counse  you  limit  that  to  the  iierMma  m 
the  lower  departments  of  tiie  office  tn  India?— 
Quite  to. 

930.  On  tbe  whole,  you  have  not  u  very 

fav  '?ir:iMr'  <  phiroii  of  the  manner  in  whii-li  the 
intvuded  Icltmraph  sy.-tem  generally  is  larried 
on,  liavc  you? — It  hai>  been  a  very  large  service 
to  organise  in  a  comparatively  short  tiinCj  and  it 
has  been  prc^grest'ing  t^o  rapidly  in  India  that  no 
doubt  the  liepartmcnts  have  the  greatest  diftieidty 
in  coping  w  ith  the  undertaking,  which  they  have 
in  hand ;  at  times  they  have  miserably  faile<l  to 
C07  i!iirt  tin  l  ii-inoss,  but  whenever  it  has  culmi- 
nated and  called  for  tlie  direct  interferenre  of 
Oovemment,  or  brought  down  special  n<iti<  (  on 
the  de^HUtment  it  has  inmiediately  impro\  ed.  I 
think  It  id  within  the  knowledge  of  moft  people 
cf'iiiu  rii  ,]  wiib  Tiidin  in  tbe  last  few  weeks,  that 
it  can  be  conducted  with  greater  regularity  and 
speed,  and  that  there  arc  the  means  <ii  doil^io 
there  is  very  liltk-  (t<.iibt.  Probably  one  great 
source  of  its  failure  in  Judia  Las  been  the  exceed- 
ingly poor  j)ay  that  has  been  given  to  the 
•iibordinateA  in  the  office.  There  haa  been  a  sort 
of  effort  to  make  it  too  soon  in  its  career  a  pay- 
ing department,  and  probably  the  low  salaries 
*  that  are  being  given  have  kd  to  utuch  of  the 
miMhief  that  has  accrued. 

931.  Do  you  think  there  is  gre.it  difficulty  in 
tracing  the  cauees  of  errors  ?— The  great  difficulty 
both  on  this  aide  and  in  India  always  wae,  to  get 
anybody  or  any  department  to  be  repponsiblc  ibr 
any  errors;  we  never  could  attach  responsibility 
to  aiiyliody;  we  iu-\ cr  sin'ccedcd  in  lining;  il : 
and  a  suggestion  which  I  would  venture  to  make 
is,  that  rome  system  should  be  organised  with  all 
the  feveral  tclegraphi<"  departments,  fh.it  wlu  n- 
evcr  a  lae-asagc  is  forwarded  either  to  or  from  its 
sphere,  a  copy  of  that  message  should  be  for- 
warded to  a  central  office,  so  that  the  ]K>rtion  of 
the  line  on  which  the  error  first  occurred  might 
be  detected.  T(  a^ipears  to  me  that  the  Post 
Office  oflers  a  ready  means  of  checking  in  some 
measure  the  great  difficulty  which  we  in 
getting  anytliirig  like  accnrncy  in  messages. 

932.  But  there  would  bo  no  necessity  for  that, 
would  there,  in  the  event  of  our  having  a  tele- 
graph service  from  (liirs  ronntry  to  Tiidia,  inde- 
pendent of  the  Coutincut,  iu  oui  own  hands,  aiul 
under  our  own  management  ? — 1  tlunk  it  would 
oertMnly  be  necessary  to  have  several  repeating 
stations,  even  if  it  were  under  one  company,  and 
even  if  it  were  under  one  organisation;  and  at 
each  repeating  station  1  would  a«k  that  the  officer 
should  oe  obliged  to  tran^^mit  the  form  of  the 
message  in  whioh  he  either  received  or 
warded  it. 

9SS.  Do  you  not  think  th»t  it  would  inereaae 


very  greatly  the  labour  on  the  part  of  the  eetSr 

blishmcnt  to  have  to  do  that  ?— I  think  not 

934.  Mr.  Ayrton.]  You  mcau  that  where  it 
was  repeated  by  the  o[>erator,  he  should  lake 
down  tiic  message  ? — Yc*t,  and  tliey  do  so  now ; 
all  messaged  arc  ex>picd  iu  the  office,  80  far  as  I 
am  aware. 

935.  Is  it  not  the  case  that  messages  are  re. 
pcated  without  being  taken  down,  or  it  may  be  a 

M  !f-repcating  station? — I  was  not  aw.'.rn  of  tfaati 
1  thought  ti^at  they  were  all  taken  down. 

936.  OkoirmaM.j  Does  your  experience  justify 
you  in  exprepsing  yorir  rtnprnval  of  the  time  and 
the  mjuiiier  in  wliieli  the  I'Luinsular  and  Orientil 
Company  conduct  their  |»ostal  service  on  the 
other  tttde<oi';Sue%j' — ^1  thmk  so  on  the  whole; 
I  think  that  all  must  admit  that  the  postalserriee 
of  the  Pi  iua.-nlar  and  Oriental  ('>>ut|Jiihy  IB  pih 
.perly  conducted  and  admirably  done. 

937.  You  do  not  approve,  1  presume,  of  the 
steamer.-^  having  to  wait  at  statii»ns  fi>r  others  to 
come  up  ? — Certainly  not-  It  has  been  my  ti- 
[(crienee  to  remain  five  days  at  Gallc  w  aiting  fw 
a  broken-down  steamer.  It  has  always  been  a 
mistake  that  the  main  lines  of  postal  service  he- 
twn  n  Tiidiaand  Kngland  shoid>!  1m  .-..lijri teJ  ti. 
long  detentions  lor  what  may  be  tciiucd  subsi- 
diary lines,  such  as  the  ioslMice  which  I  have 
mentioned. 

93vS.  As  u  muLiLi  of  piacllcc,^  t>u  would  icmkr 
*  the  grand  Indian  postal  service  between  Suez 
and  Ikimbay  entirely  independent  of  other  aer- 
viees,  SO  far  as  ha^  ing  to  wait  for  thom  is  coo- 
cerned? — Quito  That  hard>lii[>  of  waiting 

for  the  fulluwiug  steamer  is  reduced  to  a  mini- 
mum now  by  &  frequency  of  the  services  firem 
India. 

939.  Mr.  Ayrion.  \  Have  you  ti-avelled  much  . 
in  India  by  railway  r^Yes;  in  my  own  'Fnei- 
dcn<;y  of  Madras. 

940.  Have  you.made  any  long  journeys ?— I 
have  been  nuuiy  times  across  the  Peninailla, 
twoeu  Madras  and  Calicut. 

941.  Have  you  experienced  any  difficulty  in 
travelling  in  India  l)y  railway  as  eoni pared  with 
travelling  in  this  country  — i  es,  the  latiguc  is 
greater ;  which  is,  no  doubt,  due  to  the  cliniatc 
and  the  greater  distances.  Tersonaily  I  did  not 
snfler  fatigue. 

942.  In  what  sort  of  carriages  have  you  been 
in  the  habit  of  travelling,  saloon  carriagc«  or 
compartments  ?— Both.  9o  far  as  the  nulway 
with  w'hieli  I  nm  be-n  acquainted  IS  ooDoevned 
the  earriageti  are  admirable. 

943.  Have  you  ever  considered  the  expediency 
of  using  Madras  as  the  point  of  departure  Jor  the 
mails  farther  east? — I  should  never  think  of  it 
in  that  light. 

944.  You  think  that  it  would  be  too  irksome 
for  people  to  go  across  the  Continent,  from  )b> 
dras  to  Boninay,  and  ^)roceed  nn  tboir  jmirnry 
further  castwartl  ? — It  n»  open  to  this  serious  oij- 
jectaon,  that  for  gome  months  in  the  year,  in  the 
monswin  months,  in  the  soutli-wei^  monsoon 
months,  the  Madras  coast  is  not  easily  approach- 
able j  and  practically  it  is  closed,  and  no 
ping  communioatioii  between  Calicut  and  Bom- 
bay during  these  months. 

'Ol.j.  My  f|ue?ti<in  had  reference  to  communi- 
cation by  railway  It  will  take  some  years  yet 
before  that  railway  to  Bombay  from  Hadras  is 
completed. 

946.  That  is  a  separate  matter  ^  but  supiKt^ing 
tiiat  you  had  &e  iwlwaj  oommuiuoMioii  oom- 

plete 
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plata  Between  Madras  and  Bombay,  have  you 
ever  oonsidercd  the  cxpedienejr  of  making;  Mii- 
dns  Ae  point  of  departnre  for  communication 
further  eastward? — Any  ciuienlcrutlun  rhut  I 
could  to  the  aubject,  aa  for  as  1  undcr> 
•tend  it,  woold  be  advene  to  euch  BRmnge- 
ment.  !M:ulra>  in  it.-elf  has  but  i««r  TCeouroee  for 
steamers ;  it  ia  no  harbour. 

947.  like  Peninaobir  nod  Oriental  Company's 
rt«amers  6»  Oaleatta  oU  stop  tliere»  do  thej  not? 
— Ye«. 

948.  And  from  beginning  to  end,  I  believe, 
00  incMTeoiciice  bae  ever  been  experienced  witii 
n^ud  to  the  receipt  and  delivery  of  pa£t>e  tigers  ? 

&49.  Mr.  MoffattJ]  le  not  the  landing  at  Ma- 
dns  exceedingly  inconvenient? — It  is  a  great 
hiip^bcar.  T  tliink.  There  is  difficulty  at  times, 
bui  it  is  u.vivly  for  a  very  few  days  ia  tlit*  year 
diat  there  is  practically  any  difficulty.  I  baidly 
ever  knew,  (luring  my  own  reeideiice  in  Madrasj 
of  a  passenger  being  carried  on  to  Calctttta. 


ftfO.  It  is  an  open  beach, ia  it  not?— Yefl«  quite  W.M*CfnlUit 
an  open  beach.  Eeq. 
951.  Mr.  Ayrta^JX  !•  there  any  loee  to  signify 

in  goods  iK  Hii^r  landed  <Hr dtipped  at  Madrae? —    17  A[>ril 
Not  to  sigoify.  1866. 
052.  How  woold  you  propose  to  carry  on  the 

cnmrminlratliin  further  east  when  the  lines  of 
railway  arc  completed  in  India? — I  think  that 
the  postal  line  must  be  from  Aden  to  Galle. 
What  port  the  steamer  that  goes  from  Galle  to 
China,  and  to  the  east,  should  start  from,  is  another 
point.  1  slidiild  iniiii^jinc  that  Biinilj:iy  or  C;il- 
cutta  was  the  right  )x)iut.  Bombay  probably 
for  their  first  starting  point. 

953.  Do  you  think  that  a  eteanur  to  go  to 
China  woulJ  first  start  from  Bombay  to  carry  on 
a  further  couimuuieution  eastward  ?— Bombay 
would  be  the  place  of  great  resort,  but  those  are 
matters  more  within  the  knowledge  of  a  company 
like  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company  than 
mine.  It  is  not  a  point  about  which  1  can  give 
much  direct  infoiroation. 


Chablbs  Sband,  Bsq.,  called  in;  andExainined. 


954.  Chairman.]  You  have  aleo  reiiided  in 
Indiay  at  Madras,  have  you  not  7— Yee»  for  20 
years,  l)ut  at  Ci!ylon  principally. 

9d.>.  You  have  heard  the  evidence  given  by 
Mr.  Nelson  and  Mr.  Crake  with  respect  to  the 
postal  services;  do  you  agree  with  them  in  their 
cpinSott  that  the  service  as  performed  bv  the 
reninfular  and  Orimtjil  Tonipanv  has  been  satis- 
factory to  the  jiublic  ? — i  gee  no  improveuient  in 
JO  years ;  it  is  no  faster  now  than  it  was  20  years 
tgo.  I  do  not  know  wlictlicr  tliat  would  be  con- 
adered  an  improvcmcut  ur  tiuusfactory ;  we  sec 
that  the  American  postal  service  is  expedited, 
snd  I  do  not  see  why  it  should  not  be  expedited 
to  India  also.  Generally  there  is  no  complaint  as 
to  tlic  mode  in  which  it  is  done. 

bo><3.  It  amounts  to  thi^,  that  you  think  that  io 
tbfse  days  we  ought  to  have  a  higher  rate  of 
speed  ? — Decidedly. 

9.57.  The  contract  rate  at  the  present  time  in 
10  knotd  an  hour«  ia  it  not?— Tea,  but  diey  can 
do  it  quicker. 

958.  Mr.  Mofatt"]  What  is  tiie  contract  rate 
T'tli  tlio  American  steamers? — I  do  not  know, 
but  it  is  very  much  higher;  12  knot:^,  I  tliink  it 
is,  but  I  do  not  know  posilivdy. 

959.  Chair ii>nn.~\  Have  you  Inid  luucli  ex- 
perience iu  tJic  ufec  oi  the  telegraph  beiweeu  tliis 
country  and  India  ? — A  very  large  experience. 

960.  What  is  the  result  of  that  experience — 
That  it  has  been  most  disgracefully  performed 
ever  since  it  commenced,  and  llie  Ius>>  has  been 
very  serious  in  every  respect.  1  will  read  a  few 
words  from  a  letter  which  I  have  recwved  wluoh 
cxplaii  li  irly  the  loss  that  people  are  put  to, 
who  h.tvc  made  use  of  the  telegmphic  communi- 
cation. It  is  a  letter  dat«d  the  6th  of  J.Tiniary 
from  Madras*  aduiowled^ng  the  receipt  of  24 
tdegrams,  the  time  occupied  by  which  was  from 
8  to  30 days ;  tliev  were  received  most  irregularly. 
Ia  some  cases  the  subsequent  advices  by  post 
vnred  before  them.  The  letter  states,  "  The 
Kst  comprises  the  wliole  of  the  telegrams  we  have 
received  from  you  since  we  last  wrote,  and  the 
fiiQoinngiB  a  list  of  those  which  wo  onglit  to 
kave  reeeived,  but  have  noty— Ko&  473, 47a*  477* 
4»7,  499,  501,  503,  509,  sad  528}  pasaibly  theae 
will  come  dribbling  in  in  ihe  eowne  «f  the  next 

0^ 


10  days,  but  wlicthcr  lliey  come  to  hand  at  all  or    C.  Shani, 

not  is  -1  matter  of  no  moment  now  since  the  clelay  Esq. 

which  has  taken  place  in  their  transmission  must  ' 

have  utterly  defeated  the  object  with  which  they 

were  despatched ;  that  your  telegrams  despatched 

on  the  2dth  November  should  only  reach  us  on 

the  same  date  with  others' despatched  more  than. 

a  inniitli  iLfter  flu  m  is  quite  l>cyond  our  powers 

of  comprehension.    Bedress  is  of  course  ont  of 

the  question*  but  it  is  very  liurd  to  Ikivc  to 

endure  fuch  treatment  TiTirr)Mi|>luinin^iy.  Wli-it 

mischief  may  have  aii.-5cu  from  uur  aj>j)arent 

neglect  of  the  many  orders  which  would  have  • 

been  praeiicable  hod  they  come  through  within  a 

reasonable  time,  or  in  their  proper  turn,  we  have 

yet  to  learn,  but  doubtless  great  dissatisfaction 

must  Iwve  been  caused  generally  lunongst  your. 

friends  whose  interests  nave  suffered  from  the 

unnccountable  coudnrt  of  tlie  telegraph  officials, 

and  who,  till  they  receive  uu  explanation  will,  wo 

fenr,  lay  the  blume  of  the  consequences  at  our 

door*  and  if  they  act  hastily  in  the  meantime 

may  sever  their  connection  with  vs." 

961.  Have  you  found  any  chancre  lately  for  the 
better? — In  the  last  six  weeks  there  lu^  been  a 
very  great  improvement. 

9n2.  Can  you  attribute  that  to  any  cause  ? — It 
wad  a  curious  coincidence  that  it  was  conteinjHi- 
raneous  with  the  motion  that  was  made  in  the 
House  of  Commons. 

963.  But  whatever  the  oanse  vw  (he  improvo- 
mcnt  liaiJ  t.iken  place  ?— Whatever tiie  cause  was 
it  has  taken  place. 

964.  Do  you  receive  your  messages  now  with 
rea?onalilc  re^'ularity  ? — 1  ri!eiM\ xmI  tlirec  tliis 
moruing  iii  three  days  both  from  Ceylon  and  from 
Madras. 

965.  Weie  they  correctly  rendered? — They 
were  oorrectiy  rendered,  and^t  has  been  lately 
the  case  in  every  instance. 

966.  Have  you  formed  any  opinion  as  to 
whether  the  cause  of  dissatisfaction  exists  in 
India  or  on  this  side  of  India  ? — T  think  it  is  a 

food  deal  attributable  to  carelessness  in  India, 
may  mention  that  we  have  felt  less  inconveni- 
ence perhaps  from  the  ,circum8tanoe  that  all  our 
telegrams  are  in  cypher  and  in  repetition  at  the 
aame  time ;  tiiat  is  to  say*  we  have  one  word  rc- 
r  4  presenting 
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C-  Shand,   presenting  a  sentence  and  it  is  aceomiMiDied  by 
Esq.      another  word  xepreMntingr  the  same;  so  tbftt 
either  one  word  or  the  other  reswhea  its  desti- 

*'affi  nation. 

.  ggy^  Are  they  both  sent  at  the  snmo  time? — 
They  are  both  ecnt  by  tiic  same  telegram,  but 
the  cost,  of  course,  is  ju-t  ilmiblc. 

968.  You  have  licard  what  tlic  previous  wit- 
nessi-  li;(\  L  -aid  with  re^rd  to  tlic  groat  advan- 
tage of  the  power  of  sentling  infunnatiim  to  India 
hj  the  telegraj)h  which  exists  now,  do  you  agree 
with  tli(-li'  c'\ idoiicc  ? — Yes,  it  has  cDmpletelv 
revolutionised  the  mode  of  carrying  on  traue. 

9G9.  And  you  think  that  the  telegraph  la  asen- 
tial  to  the  proper  conduct  of  trade  infuture?~It 
is  abiiolutely  essential. 

970.  In  fact,  you  would  not  know  what  to  do 
without  the  telegraph? — No ;  wc  .should  probably 
as  easily  know  how  to  do  witiiout  letters  as  with- 
out the  ti'Icirniiili. 

971.  Do  you  think  that  the  telegrajjh  ia 
gradually  superseding  the  post  <br  all  imiiortant 
purjjoses  of  commerce? — Yos. 

972.  Letters  are  becoming  quite  subsidiary  aud 
exphuuitory  of  the  telegrams  ? — Yes  ;  cjuite  so. 
'With  regard  to  the  subsidy  to  the  Peninsular  and 
Oriental  Company,  there  is  one  jjoint  whicli  I 
think  ban  liceii  lu.-t  .-i^litof,  :iiu!  t'l^u  13,  that  the 
loss  18  not  «o  much  as  the  gain  to  the  Kuglish  post 
office  from  the  eorrespondenoe  with  India.  For 
instance,  we  i-ccive  :i  tt'legram  to-diiy  mid  we 
send  20  telegrnuii  uut  pmbably  in  consequence  of 
it ;  in  like  manner  the  Indian  postal  conununicar 
tion  increases  the  local  postage. 

973.  Mt.MoffattJ]  Are  you  always  iu  the  habit 


of  repeating  through  the  noat  ofHce  what  you 
have  sent  by  tele^ph?— x«i,  always.  ^ 

974.  Are  you  in  meroantile  connection  with 

China,  or  have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  com- 
merce between  India  and  China  ? — ^»ot  more 
tlum  being  in  the  East  India  trade.  I  have  a 
general  knowledge  only. 

97o.  Could  you  give  the  Committee  any  idea 
of  the  relative  importance  of  the  commerce  of 
China  and  the  oonmmee  of  India  as  regards 
England  ?—No;  I  cannot  in  figures. 

'.no.  !Mr.  H'eguelin.']  You  stated  that  the  local 
postage  benefited  very  much  by  the  transmifiaion 
of  the  midls  from  India?-~Ye^  from  the  oorre- 
Bpondencc  with  India. 

977.  Do  you  think  that  the  division  of  the 
expensea  of  the  mail  eervicc  between  the  Indian 
revenues  and  the  English  revenues,  is  fair  upon 
India?— No. 

97>>.  You  think  tliiit  more  ou^ht  to  be  boi-ne 
by  the  Knglish  tliau  by  the  Indian  revenues? 
—Yes. 

979.  If  the  Indian  |)Ost  ofllce  benefits  by  the 
great  increa^  of  the  internal  postal  eervicc, 
ought  it  not  to  bear  an  equal  snare  in  the  ex- 
pense ? — I  misapprehended  your  question;  I  wish 
to  lead  the  Committee  to  understand,  that 
I  consiilered  that  the  loy^  wliich  the  ]K>pt-office 
put  down  to  the  subsidy  more  uoiuiual  than 
i«a]. 

980.  Do  you  think  that  Iiidia  recoups  herself 
for  the  half  of  tlie  loss  wliich  ehe  bears  by  the 
internal  postal  service  ? — Xo ;  England  does. 

981.  But  does  not  India  also  do  the  same? 
— Yes;  but  I  was  merely  referring  to  England. 
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FHday,  SO<A  AprU,  1866. 


MBMBEBS  FESSENT: 


Mr.  Ayrton. 
Sir  Charles  Bright. 
Mr.  Childtr.-*. 
Mr.  Crawford. 
Mr.  Laird. 
Mr.  Mo&tL 


Lord  Robert  Montagu. 
Sir  Henry  Rawlinwm. 
Mr.  Schreiber. 
Admiral  Seymour. 
Mr.  Turner. 
Mr.  Weguetin. 


BOBBBT  WYOBAM  CBAWFOBB.  E^.,  iv  tum  Chair. 


Faieick  Camfb£LI>j  Esq.,  Ezaminfld. 


982.  Chtiirman.~\  T  HKLIKVE  you  are  tlic  sub- 
nan^er  of  the  Oriental  Bank  Corporation? — ■ 
Tei,u  London. 

983.  Has  that  Corporation  imicli  ocoaeiou  lo 
\m  the  telegraph  to  India]:' — \'es,  very  fre- 
quently. 

984.  How  frequently,  in  general  terms?— 
Kcarly  every  day  >  somctimcB  two  or  three  timea 
a  day  :  gnmctimca  two  or  tlirec  days  may  dApve 
vithoat ;  but  we  use  it  nearly  every  da)'. 

9S5.  Is  your  receipt  of  meBsaffea  aa  irequent  ? 
— Y«,  luarly.  T  think  wc  send  out  rather  more 
th&Q  we  receive,  but  still  wc  receive  a  good 
aiaoy. 

986.  Are  there  a  good  many  branches  of  your 
baak  in  various  parts  of  the  world? — Yes. 

987.  Will  you  enumerate  them  ? — We  have 
branches  in  China,  where  I  was  a  good  nuiny 
roTB  mana^r,  and  we  h*Te  bniiehefl  in  Japan, 
in  India,  in  the  presidency  tomu^aiidin  Gvy]aoL, 
Uaoridus,  and  Australia. 

988.  Your  telegraphic  comniunicationa  are 
indi  TOUT  establishment*  at  Madras,  Bombay, 
md  Calentta? — Ym,  but  our  messages  from 
Australia,  Jopan,  and  China  come  to  Galle ;  Inet 
night  we  received  a  mest^ge  from  Hong  Kong, 
dated  die  let  of  April. 

989.  Was  that  brought  by  ehif»  to  Gallc?— 
Yes,  brought  by  ship  to  Galle,  and  from  Cralle 
transmitted  by  telegraph. 

990.  Do  you  find  the  facility  of  communication 
kv  telegraph  with  your  establishments  in  the 
fit-t  vcrv  advantageous? — No  douht  it  ' 

9^1.  Have  you  reason  to  be  entisiicd  with  the 
tnanner  in  which  those  messages  of  yours  hsTn 
been  forwarded  ? — At  first  they  were  not  at  all 
forwarded  well,  and  we  were  not  satisfied  with 
them  ;  but  lately  they  arc  very  much  improved. 
By  first,  I  mean  during  the  last  twelve  months. 
In  October,  November,  and  Deoember  we  seldom 

ot  messages  under  10,  and  generally  14  or  K 
from  bombay  or  Calcutta. 

992.  Were  they  in  a  good  conditkm,  or  muti- 
kted? — We  telegraph  in  cypher,  and  they 
vere  mutilated  sometimes;  now  they  are  very 
amch  hcttcf, 

993.  I  suppose,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  your  trans- 
Ktions  are  principally  communicated  to  your 
is;encic8  abroad  by  means  of  the  telegraph? — 
Vet,  we  receive  advices  of  all  remittances  and 
m»  upon      wd  w«  loKvir  wbAt  is  conhw 

MS. 


forward  in  advance  of  tlie  mailn,  and  they  knOW  P.Catn/jW^ 


what  bullion  wo  are  sending  out. 

994.  Mr.  WegueUn.'\  If  an  order  for  payment 
is  advised  by  telegraph,  do  yon  pay  upon  that 
order  simply  2 — Yes,  we  can  do  so  it  we  wish ; 
wc  do  not  uke  to  do  it,  but  we  c«a  do  so  if  we 
wish. 

995.  Chairman."]  The  prineij*al  advantage  to 
you  isi  tliig,  is  it  not,  that  you  in  London  know 
what  remittances  you  have  to  expect  by  the  next 
midl?— Yes,  by  two  miuls  very  often;  for  in- 

ptancc,  wc  know  what  draft,^  are  upon  US,  Mid 
what  remittances  are  coming  forward. 

990.  Are  you  ftble  to  tell  jonr  agents,  in  like 
maimer,  what  rraiitCnncea  yon  are  malnnff  to 

fhem  ? — ^Yes,  we  tell  them  the  amount  of  the 

draft*  upon  them,  and  tlie  amount  of  bullion  that 
wc  are  sending  out,  and  in  fact,  we  infonn  them 
generally. 

997.  Then,  in  point  of  fact,  your  correspond- 
ence by  the  post  is  subsidiary  to  your  telegraphic 
communicatimie  to  a  considerable  degree?— Our 
telegraphic  communications,  of  conree*  must  be 
brief ;  wc  can  give  all  the  heads  of  informiliQii 
that  we  want  to  give,  but  of  coune  it  is  shorter 
by  telegraph  than  by  letter. 

996.  As  ftr  as  your  communication  is  con- 
cerned, very  important  Interests  are  dependent, 
are  they  not,  upon  the  accuracy  and  promptitude 
witb  wbioh  the  telegrams  between  the  two  coun- 
tries are  delivered  ? — No  doubt. 

999.  You  have,  of  course,  a  very  large  corre- 
spondence to  maintain  with  India? — Very  large. 

1000.  Arc  you  satisfied  with  the  extent  to 
which  the  pnblie  eonveaience  generally  ia  con- 
sulted by  the  present  arrangements  ? — We  think 
that  a  weekly  mail  to  Bomoay  would  be  a  great 
advantage  to  m  in.  tiie  Indian  eorreqponmnoe 
particularly. 

1001.  "Do  you  send  Ae  greater  part  of  your 
cnrre?pondcnr'  n  Calcutta  and  jMauras  even  at 
the  present  time  by  way  of  Bombay  ? — We  do. 

1002.  Then  we  may  siippoM  that  when  the 
railways  arc  open  from  Calcutta  and  Madras 
respectively,  to  Bombay,  the  whole  of  the  corre- 
^oodence  of  India,  iudging  by  your  own  eipcii- 
ence,  wUl  befimnHrded  to  Sombiy?^!  have  no 
doubt  of  it. 

1(X)3.  And  practically  tliat  the  separate  service 
between  Aden  and  Madras  and  Cahmtta,  will  be 
whdl^  nnqiBoeiewyi  as  fiv  m  time  ie  conetraed. 


Esq. 
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have  no  doubt  of  it ;  m  fact  I  luadc  a  iiicmoran- 
(liim  (if  the  (Utes,  which  perLupo  will  be  of  ser- 
vice to  tlie  Committee.  Our  remittauce  of  bills 
for  insfnnce,  rominn;  forward  from  Calcutta, 
leaves  Calcutta  ou  the  Utb  or  10th,  aud  if  the 
fiivt  of  thoee  bills  are  f>ent  by  Bombay,  we  get 
ibem  geDonllf  «  week,  and  eometimee  more 
than  a  week  earlier  than  if  they  came  by  GaU«. 
In  the  same  way  in  sending  out,  tlio  mail  that 
left  yesterday,  the  18th,  will  reach  (valcuttA 
via  Bombay  on  the  15th  of  next  month  ;  the  vatSl 
by  Galle  that  left  on  the  10th  only  gets  there  on 
the  14th,  one  day  before,  so  that  actually  there 
is  BOTen  days'  eaNiiij^^  bv  Bombay  to  Calcutta 
eacili  Jnjf  ajud.  thai;  will  be  reduced  by-and-by 
when  thenulways  are  open. 

1001.  Practically  the  expenditure  incurred  in 
the  maintenance  of  a  direct  communication  be- 
tween Aden  and  Madras  and  Calcutta  is  eo  much 
money  thrown  away? — lahould  tbinkao^aafaraa 
sending  letters  coes, 

1005.  And  wnen  the  railways  are  completed, 
BO  advantage  will  be  lost  by  the  withdrawal  of 
the  eea  mm  to  Caleatta,  with  regard  to  bulky 
OOrrespondeiu  e  ? — T  tlunk  iio(. 

1006.  What  day  uf  the  week  do  you  think 


would  Ve  most  conrenient  fbr  th«  diapvtah  of  tlie 

mail  from  London  ? — T  should  think  Friday. 

1007.  Friday  h  the  day  following  the  weekly 
meeting  of  the  Directore  of  the  Bau  of  Englana, 
h  it  not  ? — Yes. 

1008.  When  the  value  of  money  for  the  en- 
saiog  week  is  generally  regulated?  -  -Undoubt- 
edly i  and  the  whole  sews  of  the  week  can  be 
8itiBii)M>wed  on  the  Friday  afternoon,  Saturday 
being  a  half  holiday. 

1009.  Saturday  is,  as  you  sav,  a  Imlf  holiday 

fcncrally,  consequently  when  tlie  mail  leaves  on 
londay  it  takes  no  further  additional  nu  rcautllt 
news  than  it  would  have  token  if  it  hud  left  on 
Friday  ? — I  think  very  little. 

1010.  Mr.  WMueimA  Did  that  telegram  which 
you  mention  of  the  tet  of  April  oome  by  the 
Persian  Gulf?— It  did;  it  was  dn-  1  Galle, 
two  o'clock,  uu  the  17th,  and  wa6  received  at  six 
laat  mght. 

1011.  Chai'rtnan.']  Would  the  Committee  be 

t'ustiiied  in  receiving  the  statements  which  yon 
lave  made  aa  indicating  tlra  gianoiml  o|iinioR  on 
the  part  of  the  banking  corporatiwM  in  hoad/m 
generally  connected  with  iJw  Eaat?-^I  prMwaa 
t'o  :  tlu'ir  interests  ure  identical  witli  oura  aare- 
gords  communicatloa. 


BOVEXT  QLADSTONf,  Esq. 

Jt.  1012.  C^airwum.']  What  is  the  name  of  tibie 

OlaeUtone,  firm  of  which  yon  arc  a  tneinlicr?  Ogilvy, 
Eaq.  Gillanders,  &  Co ,  of  Liverpool,  and  Gillanders, 
■  Arbuthnot,  &  Co.,  of  Calcutta. 

l(il.3.  Yitnr  firm  in  pxtcnsivplr  engnfjed  in 
trade  with  the  Eat-t,  i^  it  not  •'—  With  L  jUcutta. 

1014.  Have  you  any  corrcsirandence  with  Bom- 
bay ?~YeBf  we  have  a  correaponding  house  there. 

1015.  And  generally  widi  India  and  the  East? 
—Yes. 

1016.  Have  you  frequently  occasion  to  make 
use  of  the  telegraph  to  Indian— Yeiy  frequently. 

1017.  And  do  yoxi  receive  many  telegrams 
from  India? — At  certain  times  wo  receive  a  very 
great  number. 

1018.  Do  yoUj  as  amatter  of  business,  telegraph 
to  India  Ae  result  of  every  important  operation 
in  which  you  may  he  engaged.' — Yes;  and  they 
also  telegraph  from  Calcutta  in  the  same  way. 

1019.  I  presuaet  at  the  present  moment,  you 
would  make  known  to  your  friends  in  India  the 
prexeut  aUtc  uf  tJuu^ri  in  Liverpool  ? — Yeis. 

1020.  Your  principal  purchases  of  goods  which 
you  are  aending  out  to  India,  or  your  sales  of 
tndiatt^pxodBQe  that  yon  have  here  belonging  to 
your  friends  in  India,  would  be  tekgrunhed  oat? 
—Yes. 

1021.  What  is  your  exj>erience  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  telegra|jhie  service  to  India  ha?  Vren 
carried  on? — Our  eJiperience  until  lat«ly  has 
been  that  it  was  very  imperfect,  from  a  veriely  of 
cauBMy  but  at  the  present  moment  the  aerviM  ia 
wmking  remarkably  wdL 

1022.  What  was  ihc  time,  speaking  of  five  or 
six  months  ago,  that  your  meBsages  ordinarily 
took  to  reach  you  from  Bombay  ? — ^About  iive  or 
mji  mouths  ago  I  should  think  it  wes  nbovt  n 
week  or  10  days  on  the  average.  ' 

1023.  Did  they  come  in  good  condition  gene* 
rally  ? — Ko,  at  that  tame  they  did  not ;  they  chdm 
in  very  bad  order  indeed,  some  of  them. 

1024.  You  had,  jr  111  il  ly,  considerable  difficulty 
]|i  decyj^erituj^  the  meanin|{  of  your  frieiida?->-A. 
very  great  dmeultyeometiiiiea. 


,  called  In ;  and  Ezanuned. 

1025.  So  fiur  then  aa  aeouracy  is  concerned  you 

had  not  much  roari^m  to  he  satisfied  with  the  ser- 
vice of  the  telegraph  'f — No,  on  some  occasions  we 
were  very  mu<m  diaaatisfied.  .- 

1026.  Have  you  ever  been  mialed  by  ameft- 
ea^e  ? — Yes,  once  or  twice. 

1027.  Have  you  known  any  instances  of  figures 
being  dbanged  ? — We  have  sometimes  had  figures 
rendered  to  us  in  sudi  a  way  that  we  oould  midce 
no  use  of  fliem,  and  on  other  oeeaaiona  they  were 
BO  rendered  tliat  it  led  to  mistakes. 

In^  -  You  find  now  dint  the  service  is  better 
conducted? — Yes;  very  much  better  conducted. 

1029.  Do  you  concur  iu  the  desirability  of 
there  being  a  weekly  mail  between  this  country 
and  India  i* — Certainly. 

1030.  What  day  ofthe  week  would  yon  seleet 
for  the  despatch  of  tlie  mail  ? — ConsiJering  the 
interests  both  of  London  and  of  Liverpool^  I 
think  it  is  desiralile  that  die  mails  shottla  leate 

IjOndon  every  Priday  niglit. 

1031.  Your  Maueheater  nuirketa  are  on  Tues- 
day and  Friday,  are  they  not  Yes. 

1032.  Therefore^  you  would  be  ^le  by  tfiat 
Btifl  to  eonnaunieate  by  poet  to  your  ftxends  m 
the  East  the  particu  ■  i ;  f  the  market  of  Friday  ? 
— Yes ;  we  could  telegraph  to  our  London  cor- 
leapondente,  who  eould  write  a  letter  about  it 

103r?.  And  your  cotton  market  returns  are 
mode  up  every'  Friday  morning,  are  they  not  ? — 
Yes ;  every  Friday  morning. 

1034.  So  that  Friday  would  be  the  day  of  the 
week  on  which  you  would  be  able  to  communi- 
cate the  latest  intelligence  to  your  correspondents 
abroad,  upon  all  matters  of  interest  to  thm  ?— 
Ye* 

1035.  You  mean  tliat  the  letters  should  be 
dispatched  from  London  at  the  usual  hour  os 
Fnday  evening? — Yes;  vtd  Marseilles  on  Fri- 
day evening.  They  should  he  despatched  from 
London  uii  Friday,  because  I  suppose  that  in 
any  cose  the  mail  would  leave  London  a  certain 
nnmber  of  heura  after  it  left  Liverpool.  If  it 
waetoleam  Idveipool  late  en  fiiday  night,  it 

wmlld 
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rould  put  the  London  n  er  '  antH  to  tlie  "incon- 
renkace  of  having  their  mail  day  on  Saturday, 
ulieli  is  a  thing  that  none  of  ui  Eke.  It  would, 
liiiwevtr,  be  preferable  to  have  the  mail  dispatched 
imn  LuuduQ  early  un  Saturday  morning,  after 
the  «mTal  in  town  of  the  mails  from  the  pro- 
\'mn,  thm  embltng  letters  from  the  Eart  to  be 
poited  dl  orer  tfce  countrr  up  to  Friday  ni^ht. 

10,5*).  Mr.  Wtffiiekn.l  It  mi<:;]it  happen,  might 
it  not,  tlmt  it  would  not  be  convenient  for  a 
iMamer  to  leave  the  port  of  Sotrthampton  in  tk« 
ni_'hl'— No  ;  but  I  refer  to  the  Mar->eillc8  IBmI* 
tke  mail  that  goes  bv  Dover  and  Calais. 

1037.  (  hairman.]  The  day  or  hour  of  the  de- 
jortnre  of  the  steamer  from  Southampton  ia 
perfectly  a  matter  of  indifference,  is  it  not? — 
ni\t     (|iiite  a  matter  of  itulitlcrcnce. 

lOSJj.  In  fact  you  send  next  to  nothing  of  ^our 
etirreqwndence  ttat  way? — Only  heavy  things. 
W<  H  u(l  overland  samples  and  tliii^  of  that 
kiwi  by  the  Southampton  steamer. 

1031.  D»  jov  find»  as  »  matter  of  experience 
«w,  thi^  yon  get  votrr  advices  from  Calcutta 
ind  Madras  as  rapidly  by  the  direct  communica- 
tion 88  when  they  are  sent  from  Bombay  ? — As 
a  rale  we  have  no  regulai-  communications  from 
jfadns;  Mr  ebief  meeei^es  are  only  firora  Cal' 
"otta.  1  am  personally  concerned  only  in  a 
Calcutta  house.  I  have  nothinf^  to  dn  with 
MidnH,  I  mean  as  regards  my  personal  ex- 
perience. We  find  very  little  difference  in  the 
time  that  a  message  takes.  For  instance,  we 
-f>n;i  tliiu;-  recci\  e  a  nie«sa^e  iVoin  Boinbuy  and 
a  message  &om  ('al<-utta  on  the  same  d^y,  and 
tbe  time  of  leavin;^  soinettinefl  jiutt  a  differeneo- 
ef  an  hour  or  two. 

](M0.  My  que«>tion  had  reference  to  the  postal 
ferriec  ? — All  our  letters  of  anjf  importanee  come 
by  Bombay.  For  instance,  it  very  frequently 
hippcus  that  the  mail  from  Calcutta  leaves  for 
B'  nibay  o^■crl{lnd  I'or  England  and  b_\'  the  ^iteainer 
which  will  aail  on  the  same  day,  and  in  those 
ctm,  of  eoime,  we  nerer  write  any  importanl 
letters  hy  the  t^teanier  mail.  hecau?»e  they  are 
delirertd  a  week  alter  the  letters  that  go  hy 
Bombay. 

1041.  Do  you  think  that  the  mercantile  com- 
munity in  Liverpool  generally  concur  in  the 
eriilencc  that  yon  have  given  ? — 1  think  (*o.  I 

htre  spoken  to  a  creat  many  friends  there  about 
it,  «nd  they  all  hM  the  same  opinioii; 

I'M?.  Tjord  Rohrrt  31ontnffu7\  You  stated  that 
until  lately  the  telegraphic  service  was  tad  from 
•  variety  of  caneea;  are  you  in  a  position  to  state 
what  those  causes  were? — What  I  meant  by  say- 
ings variety  of  causes  was  this;  first  of  all,  owing 
t"  tlif  great  delay  in  the  transmission  of  the 
messages,  we  have  had  eome  meaei^B  that  took 
•tMDth  to  <nt^  and  w«  bad  one  «aee  of  a 
message  which  was  delivered  in  Calcutta  fonr 
days  af'ter  tbe  letter  confirming  it  was  delivered 
which  was  written  en  the  same  day,  bo  litat  iiiat 
telegram  was  of  no  possible  tifc  to  ii?  there. 
Then  some  of  the  mesfagcs  have  been  delivered 
ill  "ucli  a  form  that  we  could  not  really  understand 
what  they  meant,  from  the  spelling  of  the  words 
beii^  so  imperfect,  owing  to  tiie  employnMBt  «f 
fnrii^n  clerk,",  who  do  not  undmtud  Bngfiisby 
8x1  wbu  euess  at  the  words. 

1<H3.  But  you  say  that  it  has  impnyrad  wiIUb 
last  few  month;*? — Tery  much  so.  Since 
Ae  debate  upon  the  subject  in  the  House  of 
C^-minons  we  have  noticed  a  very  marked  im- 
proTement.  Wbs&er  it  it  wviag  ta  liiat  eauae 
•r  wt  I  caanot  WU,  \mX  die-frefc  itao. 


1044.  Wlicre  do  you  consider  that  the  fault 
did  orifinally  aritte,  iu  England  or  abroad? — 
AbnNui^  oertidnly. 

1045.  Do  you  think  that  the  debate  in  the 
Hom»c  lias  altered  the  state  of  aflTairs  uLioad  as 
r^ards  the  telegraph? — I  believe  that  repre- 
eentatiooa  have  been  made  In  a  certain  quarter 
wluoh  bare  led  to  attention  being  paid  to  Ae 
matter  on  the  Continent. 

1016.  And  the  service  is  now  better  conducted 
ihrangboiit,  botii  abroad  and  in  England  ? — I  do 
not  know  that  it  is  better  in  England,  berausc 
we  never  had  occasion  to  find  fault  with  it  in  this 
countrr;  btH  onr  aeM^(es  t«ke  only  two  or 
three  aaye  now  09  the  average. 

1047.  When  is  the  Manchester  market  over  on 
Friday?  -  About  four  o"clock  in  the  afternoon. 

1048.  Then  in  order  to  take  advantage  of  the 
tntelKgenee  which  you  have  deriven  at  the 
market  and  to  send  messages  after  the  market  was 
over,  the  mail  would  have  to  leave  after  four 
o'clock  ? — My  partner,  Mr.  Murray  Gladstone, 
who  is  at  the  head  of  the  firm,  and  manages  the 
Manchester  burfncss,  is  at  present  in  the  room, 
and  he  eouid  answer  any  qno-^tion  abo\it  Man* 
cheater  that  the  Committee  might  wish  to  ask. 

'  1019.  In  order  to  take  advantage  of  the  mail, 
BO  far  ni*  the  elope  of  the  market  is  concerned, 
the  mail  could  not  leave  I^Ianchestcr  till  after 
four  o'clock,  could  it? — No^  (  !  nuld  think  not; 
but  they  could  telegraph  the  Manchester  advioea 
in  time  to  catch  the  mail  in  London. 

lO.-jO.  "Mr.  Turner.']  You  stated  that  about  a 
week  or  10  days  was  the  time  that  a  telegram 
nsoally  took  last  December?— 'Tee,  abont  that 
time. 

1051.  As  it  is  very  much  better  now,  what  is 
the  average?— We  reckon  about  two  or  three 

days  now  for  a  message  ;  that  is  to  say,  speaking 
of  the  la^t  mouth  or  six  weeks,  our  messages 
have  come  tliroiJ<rh  in  about  that  time. 

1062.  And  much  more  accurately  ? — Much 
more  sou 

1053.  What  is  the  time  the  post  takes  between 
Bombay  and  Calcutta  overland? — It  depends 
upon  the  season  of  die  year ;  in  the  rainy  season 
our  mails  are  sometimes  very  much  delayed,  but 
it  would  take  about  four  or  five  days,  I  should 
think,  on  the  average. 

1054.  If  you  htui  a  message  to  send  to  Calcutta 
fnm  LiTerpool  or  from  London,  whieh  you 
wif'hed  to  arrive  as  quickly  as  pogsihlc,  you 
would  provide  for  that  by  writing  to  your  corre- 
spondents at  Bombay,  and  they  would  send  a 
telegram  to  Calcutta? — No,  we  should  prefer  tele- 
graphing to  Calcutta,  direct  from  Liverpool ;  we 
always  uo  so. 

10fi5.  Mr.  WtgutUn.l  Do  you  make  use  of  the 
Poet  OAoe  for  the  tnosmisakni  of  samules  and 
small  parcels  «f  the  Overland  Mall  hj 

Souihampton. 

1006.  Pravioiw  to  the  reinilations  in  that  re- 
spect you  used  to  send  them  oy  sailing  vessel  ? — 
1  es,  they  went  bv  sailing  vessele  round  the  Cape, 
or  as  "  frei^t"  Dy  the  reoinsnlar  and  Oriental 
steamers. 

10i57.  Mr.  Tmmer.l  As  a  matter  cf  prsetiee, 

as  far  ns  postage  is  ecmcerncd,  do  you  think  it 
would  be  the  better  plan  for  the  post  to  have  as 
rapid  a  communication  as  possible  by  steamer  to 
Bombay,  and  then  that  letters  to  other  parts  of 
India  should  he  distribnted  from  Bombay? — I 
think  that  the  mails  for  India  ought  to  go  to 
Bombay,  and  be  distributed  firom  Bombay  for 
every  ^urt  of  In&L 


R. 

Qladilone, 

SO  April 
1866. 
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GiUBKT  M'MiCKUfO»  Eeq^  called  in ;  oad  Ezaauaed. 


G. 


M'M  h  1058.  (^airman,']  What  is  the  name  of  the 

^Em."^*  firm  in  Liveq)ool  to  which  you  belong  ?-<-£er, 
I,  Bolton,  &  Co.,  LivcriJOoL 

M  April        1059.  Arc  you  largely  engaged  in  the  Eastern 
1168.      trade  ? — Yee,  we  hmve  three  firms  in  the  etwtem 
Archipelago. 

1060.  Do  y<Hi  xm  Cho  telegraph  nmoli? — Ye», 
conatantly. 

1061.  Arc  you  satisfied  with  the  manner  in 

which  the  gervice  is  conducted? — By  no  means. 
To  prove  th.it  to  the  Conunittee,  I  have  a  uumber 
of  our  messages  copied  out  M  traimnitted  and 
also  as  received,  and  I  hare  markedin  led  certain 
words  showing  where  mistakes  have  ooonrred, 
which  perhaps  the  CommitttM'  might  wiahtolook 
at  {handing  a  paper  to  the  Chairman^ 

1062.  Have  you  at  any  time  mutamed  an^  in- 
convenience from  the  inrorrert  rcnflering  of  the 
messages  ? — Very  great  iiiUccd,  from  the  inac- 
curacy with  which  they  have  beOK  tendered* 

10()3.  Have  the  figures  been  wrongly  repre- 
sented ? — Yes,  we  have  been  put  to  great  incon- 
venience tVoiii  the  words  being inacoaratelytnm^ 
mitted,  and  misleading  us. 

1064.  What  is  your  present  experience?— It  is 
better  lately,  but  I  see  no  leaeon  why  it  ehould 
not  be  perfect. 

1065.  You  get  your  mcasagea  in  lesR  time,  do 
yon  not? — They  come  in  less  time,  and  with 
greater  general  accuracy,  but  still  there  are  fre- 
quent mistakes. 

1066.  Do  you  regard  this  facility  of  commu- 
nicating with  your  correBpondoits  ahroad  as  of 
jmicli  nnportanee  to  you?' — It  is  essential;  I 
look  upon  the  teiegrapb  system  with  the  East  as 
auperaeding  the  mails  to  a  great  extent;  ithaa 
becorae  perfectly  essential,  in  fact. 

1067.  Probably  like  other  persons  your  cor- 
reapondcnce  by  mnll^  is  julncijially  tlie  extension 
or  amplitication  of  your  advices  by  the  telegraph? 
— ^Itis  so;  we  repeat  our  messages,  ana  write 
rather  more  fully  nbout  tlioni,  but  we  conduct 
our  business  to  a  very  great  extent  by  means  of 
the  wire. 

lOfiS.  You  fiii  l  T  dare  say,  thatone  use  of  the 
tclegrajih  in,  thut  ii  stives  loss,  and  at  tlie  same 
time  it  enables  you  to  make  profits? — It  renders 
hnrinese  much  more  eafe,  and  enable*  you  to 
keep  your  ferdign  houses  h«tter  inlbrmed,  and 
more  under  control. 

1069.  And  as  the  general  result  of  all  that, 
probably  the  public  get  a  benefit  limn  it? — ^Un- 
questionably tncy  do. 

1070.  They  get  their  goods  cheaper? — Yee, 
they  get  tbdr  goods  cheaper  and  th«r  prodnea 
^hewer. 

Iml.  And  the  risk  which  you  sustain  as  a 

inercliant  is  diinliilj^hcd  ? — Very  much  dimi- 
nished, and  our  business  is  iucreased  by  it,  I 
tiiink;  our  opeiations  can  be  repeated  mueh 
more  frequently. 

1072.  That  id  to  say,  you  can  turn  over  more 
business  with  the  same  amount  of  capital? — Yes, 
the  wheel  is  always  eoing  round  when  you  use 
the  wire  in  place  or  waiting  for  the  mail  for 
advices. 

1073.  What  would  be  tlie  feeling  if  from  any 
cireumstance  the  oommunication  with  India  by- 
telcf^rajili  were  now  cut  ofl  ? — I  cannot  contem- 
plate such  a  serious  caiauuty  tu  nierchauts. 

1074.  Would  it  not  be  a  source  of  satis&etion 


to  you  if  some  alternative  method  of  oommnnW 
eating  with  India  was  estnl  li-Iud? — I  have,  of 
course,  an  idea  of  my  owa  umin  the  subject;  I 
thinl:  [li  lt  the  Government  should  conduct  it  as 
they  do  the  Post  Office,  charging  the  public  for 
the  use  of  it. 

1075.  Mr.  Childert.']  Do  you  mean  th.it  they 
should  conduct  the  tele^aphic  sernce  everv- 
where?— No ;  I  think  that  to  the  East  it  should  be 
conducted  a."  the  Post  Office  is. 

1076.  Chairman.]  Have  ^'ou  ever  had  occa- 
sion to  make  complaints  of  inaoonracieB  ?— Tei^ 
I  always  tell  a  clerk  to  write  and  sfod  a  ooot- 
plaint  when  we  receive  a  mesMge  inooEreetl^,  «r 
any  great  delay  takes  place,  and  WO  reoeiTe  a 
stereotyped  reply. 

1077.  In  Hm  event  of  any  possible  loss  being 
sustained  by  defaidt  on  the  part  of  the  telegraph 
companies,  are  you  able  to  put  your  linger  u^wn 
the  quarter  whence  yOUt  reconapense  is  to  come? 
— I  should  make  them  pay  if  I  could,  but  I  be> 
lieve  we  cannot  do  bo. 

1078.  Probably  you  think,  that  if  the  Govern- 
ment had  it  entrrely  in  their  own  hands,  and  were 
solely  responsible,  yon  would  be  able  to  enforce 
a  chiim  upon  them  ? — I  think  that  some  of  the 
gentlemen  whum  I  sec  hero  miftht  then  be  down 
upon  them,  and  tr}  fu  make  wem  OOnduot  the 
service  better  than  they  do. 

1079.  In  your  opinion,  would  Friday  be  a  con- 
venient day  for  dct<iiutching  the  mail  to  India? — 

,1  think  it  would  be  a  very  great  convenience  to 
merchants,  in  Liverpool  particularly.  All  weeUy 
figures  and  statii^tics  are,  bv  the  brokers,  made 
up  for  the  Friday,  and  those  could  be  com* 
municated. 

1080.  You  mean,  that  the  mail  should  leave 
Londuu  on  Friday  evening? — Yes,  I  think  that 
the  mail  should  leave  London  on  the  Friday 
evening,  leaving  Liverpool  on  the  Thursday  even- 
ing or  tiie  Fnday  moming,  or  better  still  if 
despatched  from  London  early  on  Saturday 
morning,  af(er  the  arrival  in  town  of  the  mails 
from  the  provinces,  it  would  permit  of  letters  fiir 
the  Ea^t  being  posted  all  over  the  country  on 
Friday  evening. 

1081.  But  you  would  be  unable  then  to 
communicate  with  your  correspondents  abroad 
through  your  Landoa  fiiends?~-We  mishtoonie 
\i]>  to  London,  and  have  anodiflr  muUday  in 
London. 

1C82.  Mr.  ChildertJ]  You  stated  &at  you 
tbmifjbt  that  the  telegraphic  communication  to 
the  Last  should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  is  it  your  experience  that  the  Guvc  rumcnt 
is  well  suited  to  conduct  business  of  that  kind 
I  think  that  they  conduct  the  Poet  Office  busi* 
ne£S,  as  a  whole,  t*ati.^ract<jrily. 

1083.  If  you  base  your  opinion  tliat  the  Go- 
vernment should  eonduct  the  telegraphic  buainese 
nj)on  the  circumstance  that  thev  conduct  the 
I'yst  Office,  would  not  that  equally  apply  to  our 
"honie  telegraphic  system  ? — No. 

10H4,  Does  not  tho  Government  conduct  its 
home  post  satisfiustorily  ?— Tes ;  but  our  home 
telegraph  system  \&  perfect,  or  nearly  t^o,  and  I 
am  quite  satisfied  with  it,  but  nut  with  tlie  foreign 
telegraphic  system. 

1085.  Doyou  think  tliat  t]>crate.H  which  iU*epaid 
for  telegrapliic  mesmiges  iu  England  are  satisfac- 
tory F-^Sfes,  quite  so. 

'  108€.  Do 
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10H6.  Do  you  think  It  satisfactory  that  in  the 
em  of  two  towns  within  20  miles  of  each  other, 
Ae  charge  in  the  one  case  should  be  3  and  in  ibe 
cither  1  J. ,  for  a  mrssap^  to  Liondon  ? — My  mcppogcs 
art  generally  from  Liverpool  to  London,  Glasgow 
or  Manchester.    I  do  not  know  the  local  rates. 

1087.  You  speak  as  to  the  sfttisfectory  condition 
of  the  home  telcgmph  between  London.  Liver- 
pool, and  Manchcet!  '  Yes. 

1068.  But  you  express  no  opinion  as  to  whetlicr 
tke  tdcgranhic  system  at  borne  generally  is  satis- 
fitctory  ? — No. 

1089.  You  would  wish  that  between  London, 
Livtrpool,  and  Manchester  it  should  be  in  the 
luinds  of  companies,  but  timt,  as  between  Lon- 
dm  and  tlie  Iliast,  it  should  be  in  the  hands  of  the 


reign  Governments  wniild  allow  the  English 
Government  to  have  that  advantage  ? —  1  offer 
no  opinion  upon  that;  I  say  that,  provided  it 
coiiln  be  arranged,  it  would  be  an  advantaf^c. 

1  lOI.  Mr.  Turner.']  At  wliat  placc«i  iu  tiie  East 
have  you  houses  of  busine-^i  ?— \\^e  have  a  firm 
in  Singapore,  another  in  Manilla,  and  another  at 
Batavia. 

1102.  Beyond  what  you  liuve  mentioned,  have 
you  any  particular  measure  which  you  would 
suggest  for  iho  improvement  of  the  tclcgrnphio 
communication  between  England  and  the  East? 
— No,  tlie  solution  of  the  diflSculty,  it  seems  to 
me,  would  be,  if  the  Government  would  take 
it  in  their  bands  aa  they  do  the  Indian  Postal 
Service. 

1103.  When  you  have  made  the  complaints  of 
which  you  have  spoken,  of  the  constant  inao> 
curacy,  and  the  undue  delay  in  the  transmission  of 

your  telegrams,  have  you  ever  obtained  any  sub- 
stantial redress  ? — No  substantial  redress ;  there 
is  a  civil  answer,  and  that  is  all. 

1104.  Are  the  Committee  to  umlerptnnd  that 
if  the  telegraphic  communication  were  iu  the 
linnds  of  tlu:  difterent  European  Governments, 


Government? — Precisely  so. 

1090.  Have  you  ever  considered  what  esta- 
USahnent  that  would  involve  on  the  part  of  the 
Government? — No,  I  have  not. 

1091.  It  is  your  impression  that  pultlifi  esta- 
biisbments  abroad  ave  tbinas  which  may  ite  sati»> 
factorily  left  to  the  eurvefllance  of  the  Govern- 
ment ?— I  think  so  ;  I  think  that  if  it  were  in  the 
handjof  the  Government  we  Rhoiihl  then  have  a 

remedy,  whereas  as  it  is  conducted  now  it  ap-  the  representations  of  the  English  GoTemment 
pctn  dttt  we  haTe  none.  would,  in  your  opinitm,  have  nunre  weight  witb 

the  foreign  Governnu  nts  than  wifli  a  private 


pctn  that  we  have  none. 

lOf)?.  Sir  Ckarles  Bright.']  You  8tate<l  that 
you  think  that  the  Government  should  conduct 
lb  telegraphs  to  the  East,  because  ibey  arc  at 
present  worked  badly.  Arc  ynn  aware  that  all 
the  telegraphs  in  Inula  arc  at  present  worked  by 
the  GoTemment? — I  do  not  speak  of  thoee  in 
India. 

1093.  But  is  not  the  telegraph  in  India,  as  well 

1=  in  the  T*ersian  Gulf,  worked  by  the  Govern- 
ment «i  Intlia  ? — 1  am  talking  of  the  line  from 
London  to  the  East,  not  of  the  internal  telegraphs 
in  India  ;  I  know  nothiTiix  a!)onl  them. 

1094.  But  arc  you  nut  awnrc  that  all  telegraphs 
from  Calais  to  Constantinople  and  thence  to  the 
head  of  the  Persian  Gulf,  and  thence  to  CVUcutta, 
ne  hi  the  bands  of  the  difltsrent  governments 
and  not  in  the-  hnnd.s  of  any  private  admimstlB' 
rion?— I  wa-f  not  aware  of  that. 

1095.  Lord  H(A>ert  JIfoailBisra.]  Do  you  mean 
that  tlie  English  Government  should  take  the 
eciirc  line  of  telegraphic  communicatiuu  t4j  India, 
lod  conduct  it  ? — Yes. 

1096.  Can  you  offer  any  suggestion  as  to  the 
w  in  which  that  could  be  done?->By  amin^ 
Bent  with  foreign  powers. 

1097.  Do  you  mean  that  there  should  be  one 
virc  devoted  to  the  use  of  the  English  Govern- 
ment?— I  am  not  prepared  to  go  into  the  detail 
as  to  hiiw  it  could  be  duiu;,  but  my  suggestion 
hA  reference  to  the  great  advantage  that  it  would 
be,  provided  it  were  practicable. 


1098.  Sir  Hettry  RtmKium.']  Are  you  aware  -  like  the  centre  of  a  wheel,  whence  branches  go 

Aat  the  telegraph  to  India,  from  the  head  (if  the  off  in  every  directi<ui. 

Persian  Gulf,  is  directly  in  the  hands  of  the  Go-       1111.  The  telegraph  goes  now  as  far  as  lian- 

Temment  at  present? — I  was  not  aware  of  the  ^oon,  does  it  not? — Yes;  and  I  should  continue 

entire  Une  being  so.  it  down  the  const  to  Singapore. 

1099.  You  are  not  aware,  tlien,  that  the  line        1112.  You  think  that  that  would  be 
from  India  to  the  head  of  the  I'ersian  Gulf  is  in 


the  hands  of  the  British  Government  at  present; 
that  from  thence  to  ^e  Turkish  frontier  to 

Bcl;.;rade,  it  h  in  the  hands  of  the  Turkish 
Government ;  and  from  Belgrade  to  London  it  is 
worked  by  the  Austro-Gcrmanic  Union? — I  am 
not  nware  of  the  exact  details,  but  if  it  r  mlj  be 
arraugi'd  that  in  place  of  its  being  iu  the  luinds 
of  three  powers,  it  could  be  in  the  banda  of  ene, 
itwoold  he  an  advantage. 


n. 

M'Mickiug, 
Staq. 

ao  April 
1866. 


company  ?--Yeri,  1  think  ao. 

1105.  And  that  therefore  you  wonld  have  a 
better  means  of  obtaining  redress  and  insuring 
accuracy  and  proper  speed  than  you  would  under 
the  prc-jfiit  system,  one  part  being  iu  the  hands 
of  a  private  company,  and  the  other  part  being 
in  the  bands  of  foreign  Governments? — Pre- 
cisely so. 

1106.  Mr.  Chiiders.}  The  telegraph  system  in 
France  is  in  the  bands  of  the  Government,  is  it 
not? — I  believe  so. 

1107.  Consequently,  messages  going  from 
France  to  the  East  are  pretty  much  in  tne  posi- 
tion in  which  you  would  wish  messsges  going- 
from  England  to  the  East  to  be ;  that  is  to  say, 
flie  mes.>:iL'e  is  taken  by  the  French  Government, 
and  the  Fi  ench  Government  look  to  its  going  on 
properly  ?^  That  may  be  so.  lam  not  able  to 
state  that  it  is. 

1108.  Have  you  any  reason  tu  believe  that 
French  people  are  more  satisfied  with  their  dis- 
tant messages  than  English  people  are  ?— I  know 
notfiing  abpat  that. 

1109.  Mr.  Ji'i'/jnrHi).']  "Would  it  be  an  advan- 
tage to  yoxir  business  to  have  the  telegraph  line 
continued  to  Singapore? — A  very  great  advan- 
tage, indeed. 

1110.  Singapore  would  be  a  very  good  point 
for  the  China  trade,  to  a  certain  extent,  would  it 
not  ? — Yes  j  and  for  all  eastern  trade.   It  seems 


very  de- 
sirable, considering  the  importance  of  the  trade 
with  China,  Singapore,  and  the  Dutch  Settle- 
ments?— ^Yes,  very  much  so.   Our  messages  at 

present  arc  transmitted  by  steam -to  Gall^  and 
they  are  uut  upon  the  wires  there. 

1113.  \Miat  difference  of  time  would  it  make 
if  the  telegraph  were  extended  to  Singapnore? — 
I  should  think  it  would  save  u.s  a  week  ;  in  fict, 
the  saving  would  be  the  difference  in  the  time 
occupied  |>jr  the  steamer  from  Singapore  to  Galle, 


UOa  Ur.  CkUden.J  Do  vou  ibink  Ibat  fa-   wyeh  I  thuk  ia  aboot  a  week  or  eight  days 
0.43.  q9 
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ChaHLBS  JmIKS  BOBIMSON, 

L.J  1114.   CJiairmnnr  Ark  yOtt  Mgagod  in  blUR* 

BobtMOHf    ncd«  ill  L>iver{K)ol? — Yea. 
Eiq.         1115.  What  M  the  name  of  your  firm? — • 

to  April        lll{i.  \uuhuYe  hcaril  the  evidence  giveu  by 
itWi      the  last  two  witnesses  from  vour  town,  do  you 
generally  conrnr  in  what  thev  l)ave  stated  ? — I  do. 

1117.  Do  you  use  tlie  telegraph  ostenaively  in 
your  business?— -YeB.  , 

1118.  Is  it  yoiu"  practire  to  inform  your  corre- 
Bpondenta  abroad  by  means  of  tlie  telegraph  of 
every  ^alc  or  purchase  on  their  aoconnt  oi  anj 
consequence  ? — Ye*, 

1119.  Do  yon  think  ibat  great  eertun^  u 

intrnrliK'cd  into  your  buMnceS  DJ  that  method  of 
coinmu'litution  l' — Yca. 

1120.  In  your  opinion,  would  Friday  be  a  con- 
venieot  day  as  regards  Liverpool,  fnr  the  making 
up  of  the  mail  for  India?— 1  do  not  tliiiik  it  would. 
I  certainly  stiould  like  to  have  a  certain  day  of 
the  we«k  fur  the  niaiito  go,  but  as  all  the  weekly 
listB  are  made  op  on  Fr^y  in  Liverpool,  except 
by  tele<:niij]ilni::  (>•  London,  we  coulff  not  adviee 
the  }>arti<-uIiU£i  ol  sttKiks,  and  fliat  sort  of  thing, 
if  you  have  an  agent  in  Lumlnn  it  would  be  a 
8uit4ible  day,  but  for  fimiH  that  have  ikjI  lu  aurlii  ri 
in  London,  1  do  not  think  it  would  Lc  ul  ull  u 

'  COJivt'iiioiit  (lay. 

1121.  At  what  hour  in  thedav  are  your  cotton 
atatialioa  for  the  week  made  up  ^— They  are  very 
Bcldom  out  hefore  II  o'clock  in  the  morning  on 
Friday. 

1 122.  Would  there  be*  plenty  of  time  if  there 
were  an  afternoon  mail  for  them  to  be  dij^jiatt  lied 
from  Liverpool  by  that  mail? — Ye3,  certuiuly. 

1123.  Do  you  think,  generally  speaking,  that 
the  eatabliahmcnt  of  a  weekly  mail  would  be  a 
great  advantage  to  those  engaged  in  the  eastern 

.  trade  ? — Yes,  certain^. 

1124.  Hnve  you  any  evidence  to  <^er  to  the 
Committee  with  regard  to  the  memages  which  you 
have  been  receiving  from,  and  for\vart!iii<:  to, 
India  ? — My  complaiut  is  more  ou  account  of  the 
irregularity  of  the  aervice,  and  I  have  brought 
with  me  a  few  papers  showing  the  time  that  has 
been  taken  in  transmitting  messages.    Some  mes- 

a;eB  have  not  been  delivered  at  aU.  They  are 
neeified  in  thia  memovaBiinm ;  some  rehting 
to  Madras,  and  others  to  Bombay,  and  I  have 
made  them  up  to  tlie  Slst  of  Deoembcr. 

1 1 25.  Speaking  of  the  latter  end  of  last  year, 
were  your  mcMiages  then  forwarded  Mtisfactorily  ? 
— No,  certainly  not :  vciy  liaJly. 

1126.  Upon  the  average,  how  many  days  did 
they  take? — have  not  nude  np  the  average, 
but  there  are  some  shown  on  the  Yinper  wliicii 
took  33  daya,  and  they  were  a  great  deal  longer 
in  arriving  than  the  letters.  ^\  e  sent  telegra^iB,. 
but  the  letters  arrived  there  first,  and  in  some, 
instances, messages  were  neverdelivercd  at  all,  and 
we  got  no -satirifartion  whatever.  T  wrote  a  letter 
complaining,  and  I  got  a  letter  from  the  tele- 
graph eomjmny  asking  me  for  my  evidence.  I 
gave  them  the  evidence,  and  they  said  that  they 
would  put  it  forwnif],  but  I  have  never  heard 
from  them  from  that  day  to  this. 

1127.  Since  the  early  part  of  thip  year,  hap 
there  been  any  improvement,  in  your  csperieuce  ? 
— There  has  been  some  improvement  lately,  bilt 
I  think  that  ia  owing  to  the  motion  in  the  ilouae 


Esq.,  called  in;  and  Exannaed. 

of  Commons  a^  much  ae  to  anything,  and  to  fewer 
teleffraphs  ^oing. 

1128.  Is  it  the  general  opinion  of  Liverpool 

that  the  mere  mention  of  the  subject  in  the 
Houi>e  of  Commons  and  the  appointment  of  tbis 
Committee  haa  led  to  good? — I  think  it  is:  it 
certainly  appears  so,  an^  I  take  it  al^^o  fnun  the 
newspaper  reports  from  India ;  the  iutclligeuce 
was  telegraphed  out. 

1129.  Sir  CharUt  BrufhL}  Yfhen  you  atate 
that  you  think  that  the  diacuamon  in  the  HooM 
has  led  to  a  great  improvement,  do  you  know  that 
the  telegraph  lino  to  the  East  is  generally  worked 
very  much  worse  during;  tlie  winter,  from  the 
effect  of  the  weather? — No,  I  ha\e  not  ri'iri  -od 
that.  My  gcucial  cuinplaint  has  been  in  May 
and  J unc. 

IISO.  One  of  the  witnesses  stated  that  ia 
October,  November,  and  Deeembe^  meeaasea 

were  10  davs  In  arriving;  I  tvI;^1i  to  know  whether 
that  18  your  eiperience  also  ? — I  cannot  give  the 
average. 

1131.  Lord  Enhirt  Minitnqu.']  Did  vou  say  that 
it  would  buit  you  bcUcr  ia  Liverpoof  if  the  m«ul 
lelt  on  Saturday  morning  ?  — No ;  I  wtmid  sooner 
that  it  left  Loxuion  on  Friday  night  if  tiie  mail 
could  be  dupatehed  from  liverpool  at  12  o*c!odr 
on  Friday;  but  not  earlier  than  12  o'clock. 

11 32.  What  objection  would  tliere  be  to  Satar> 
day  ?— We  like  to  get  closed  eariy  on  Satuiday  \ 
it  is  a  half-holiday  everywhere  nearly. 

1133.  Mr.  Moffatt.']  The  memorandum  of  the 
telegraphs  wliich  you  Lave  given  in,  only  appears 
to  brin;r  them  down  to  tlic  17tli  of  Deeeniljcr. 
Can  yuu  furnish  the  Cuuinuttcc  vvitk  auy  later 
memorandum  of  the  time  occupied  in  the  trans- 
mission of  messages  by  the  telegraph  wires  to 
Bombay  ? — I  have  liad  some  very  quick  mes- 
sages in  February.  Oii  the  2/5 tli  of  November 
we  sent  two  mesaagcs  which  did  not  get  to  hand 
tin  the  Slat  of  December,  36  daya.  On  the 
■jth  of  December  we  aent  one,  whidi  haa  never 

arrived  out  ycL 

1134.  What  has  been  your  exi)crience  in  the 
months  of  .January,  February,  and  March  / — In 
February,  a  message,  dated  Bombay,  the  6th  of 
"February,  reached  our  oflice  tiie  ne.xt  morning, 
and  on<>  daied  the  2th,  reached  our  office  the  next 
morning. 

1135.  And  in  March  has  the  imjirovement 
continued  in  somewhat  the  same  ratio  ? — Yes,  I 
think  it  has.    Those  have  been  the  quielcMt 

telegrajihs  that  we  have  had, 

1 136.  So  that  the  telegraph  admiuistratiuu  has 
recently  been  oondneted  to  your  aatisftotion? 

— Yes,  it  is  more  satisfactory. 

]  137.  You  have  expressed  a  desire,  that  for 
the  commeree  of  the  country  Acre  diould  be 

weekly  mails.  Can  you  give  the  Committee  ony 
information  as  to  the  probable  increase  in  the 
amount  of  correspondence  which  would  arise  from 
weekly  nnila? — It  ia  difficult  to  forai  an  tden 
of  it. 

1138.  Have  you  formed  any  estimate  of  the 
inoreased  cost  which  would  be  incurred  frank 
having  weekly  oommunieatiefis? — No;  but  I 

think  the  ttlcgraph  -  .  m  causes  a  great  deal 
more  letters  and  postal  communication  iu  this 
country,  so  that  that  shoidd  be  put  gainst  any 
increased  ooat.   A  telcignn  oonung  fron\  India 

causes 
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caaees  probably  five  or  sue  or  more  lettera  to  be 
£^tehed  about  the  country,  eo  that  it  ineWMCa 
tie  iwfital  (?oiuinunication  infiaitelpr. 

lUy.  But  as  regards  the  question,  as  betw««a 
a  weekly  and  a  ?ortiii<;htly  comnuinication,  if 
mr  telegraph  Mwice  w  very  gflod  and  not  wry 
expenuTe,  do«0  not  tiait  nSher  obriftte  tke 
necemty  for  i  ;n  ire  frequent  postal  eOQUMinBa- 
^?_No,  I  do  not  feee  that  it  does. . 

1140.  If  you  get  yoiip  mmagn  and  commu- 
mcations  with  regard  to  your  varioM  contracts, 
both  in  buying  and  selling  rapidly  and  accurately 
AfOOgh  the  telegraph,  you  merely  record  and 
tosfiim  tbe  events  <tf  the  past,  by  the  postal 
eonnranieAtioDf— Tei^  70a  ooniina  tfaem;  bat 
It  IS  more  mtufiMtony  to  «mfirm  thrat  more 
fraquently. 

1141.  YoH  «M  unable  to  gtve  the  Committee 
MfCtliliwtoM  to  tlM  iaweewd  eost that migbt 


accrue  from  putting  on  mails  weekly  instead  of 
fortnightly,  or  of  the  probable  increase  in  Ae 
Biimber  of  letters  ?— No ;  I  could  not  do  that. 

Mr.  We^m  ltn.^  Do  you  tiunlt  tbx  there 
would  be  any  advantage  in  having  a  vdro  reeenred 
for  mercantile  mcssagea? — Yes,  I  think  so;  there 
^ould  be  a  double  line  certainly ;  that  would  be 
the  best  tibiug  that  could  be  doiie»  I  should 
think. 

1143.  If  that  could  be  carried  out  generally 
for  roeresntile  messages,  it  would  be  a  very 
great  sdTuitaffe  f — Y«e ;  dliher  to  bmve  m  win 
kept  ce]^iarate^,  or  to  b«T«  ft  donUe  line  £br 

general  purposes. 

1144.  Just  now,  messages  we  fmr  oAan 

dcln  .  nrl,  nrf  theT  not,  by  tbe  Hccumulation  of 
local  and  intiiiig  messages  at  dift'ercnt  points? — 
I  imagine  so. 


/ 


a  J. 

Itobmson, 

ao  April 
18G6. 


JoHsr  Gbxsk,  Esq.,  was  called  in ;  and  Examined. 


1145.  Chaitnu^n.^Yov  represent  the  firm  of 
Ralli  Brothers?— Yes;  in  London,  LiTerpooi, 
and  Manchester. 

1146.  Have  you  extensive  transactions  in 
busincsii  with  most  parts  of  the  world? — ^We 
kivc,  but  more  particularly  with  India,  with 
Calcutta,  Bombay,  and  Kurrachee. 

iU7.  Do  jou  use  the  telegraph  very  much  in 
yoor  business? — Very  much;  in  &ci  it  is  almost 
the  sole  medium  of  carrying  on  that  business. 

1148.  Do  yon  tekgtaph  very  ficeqnentl^  ? — 
Ob  an  average,  I  ahoidd  say,  thiee  or  Smt  Iums 
«  week,  eithw  to  one  place  ortbe  ottier. 

1149.  The  amount  that  yott  pfty  for  your 
telegrams  is  a  n^atter  of  indiflbrcnoe  to  you,  I 
presume? — Tea,  provided  we  get  tiiem  conectly 
tranaoitted. 

1150.  In  ftflt  fuaXibf  of  emnmnnicating  direct 
with  voiir  corrc?ponderit3  is  of  so  much  import- 
•aoe,  that  whetlier  you  j>ay  5  for  a  message,  or 
)0£  $ar  ft  msflsa^e,  uot  of  very  material  oon> 
Bcauence  to  you  in  the  extent  of  your  bnuness  ? 
—No,  as  a  rule  it  is  not  Of  course  when  you 
are  telegmphin^  three  or  four  times  a  week,  it  is 
an  object  to  keep  your  expense  down  as  much  as 
possible,  but  ft  matter  iiit  SLf»  ft  meMage  b 
trifling,  when  compared  with  the  traasaetioas  to 
which  that  message  refers. 

1151.  Tbat  is  to  say,  for  an  expense  of  5  you 

may  jjcrhapa  make  a  very  great  profity  or  you 
laay  avert  a  great  loss  ? — Yes. 

1152.  Probably  your  experience  baa  led  you 
to  that  conclusion  in  both  directions  ?~ Yea,  most 
certainly  ;  it  enables  you  to  prevent  loa<i,  because 
by  means  of  telegrB{jluc  communication  you  are 
caabled  to  keep  your  stocks  of  goods  down  with- 
ia  s  moderate  cotnpass,  and,  by  tbe  fiu;i1it!es  of 
telegraphing  purchases  from  here  to  Ii.  l'  ,  i  vd 
telegraphing  back  the  sale  of  goods  for  shipment, 
flu  mattoris amply  reduced  to  the  risk  aa  to  Ihe 
solvency  of  your  buyer. 

1153.  Your  postal  oorreapondence  is  probably 
little  more  than  a  resume  of  your  teMgrapbtc 
oonununications  ? — Yes,  it  is  a  reiumi  of  our 
telegraphic  communications,  with  just  simply 
matters  of  detail. 

1154.  Tbe  only  difference  being  that  you  can- 
BOt  send  dbeumento  by  telegraph  ? — ^Tliat  is  die 
oaly  difference,  because  tbe  ihstructions  which 
yoo^vc  by  telegraph  are  carried  out,  and  the 


matter  is  done  with  over  and  over  again,  per^ 
hapsi,  bcfiire  the  letter  reaches  its  destination. 

1155.  In  your  experience,  is  the  telegraphic 
service  to  India  satisfaitorily  performed? — It 
was  anything  but  so  for  some  tiipe ;  during  the 
last  three  or  four  months,  pmihaps,  it  has  been 
better;  but  for  12  months  it  was  very  bad.  I 
have  brouglit  with  me  a  number  of  instances 
which  I  can  refer  ta  For  instance,  on  the 
17tli  of  March  last  year  we  sent  to  Kanichee  a 
message  worded  iu  this  way  :  "  Liiisccd  luwer; 
Calcutta;  55  «.  6  rf."  that  being  the  value.  "Rape 
seed,  52  $. ;  sold  400  tons.  Poppy  seed,  48  s.  6  d. 
If  ndtpetre  shipments  large,  buy  27  only." 
That  message  was  transmitted,  "  Liusecd  Inwer; 
Calcutta,  55«.  6  c/. ;  "  then  the  partii  refutring  to 
rape  seed  and  poppy  seed  were  entirely  omitted; 
and  at  the  end  it  was,  If  8alt[>etrG  shli)iiient3, 
buyliirjjc  27  to  that  that  completely  aheitsd 
the  sense  of  the  message,  and  instructed  them  to 
buy  saltpetre  laigeiy,  whereas  it  was  an  instruct 
tiott  to  buy  at  snon  a  prioe  only,  if  the  shipments 
were  large  ;  and  the  rjuofatioud  for  seed.-i  were 
entirely  left  out-  On  tbe  2Uth  of  June  we  tele- 
graphed them  "  to  buy  linseed  for  56  x.,  rape 
seed  and  poppv  seed.  V?  <r.  :  tialipetre  dtjidining." 
They  telegrauhetl,  l>uy  iuuseed,  53*.,"  leaving 
out  rape  seed  and  poppy  seed  altogether;  and 
put "  saltoetrci  advancing." 

1156.  'LatSiRshertmania^')  Were  those  mis- 
talc  made  purposely  ? — It  is  very  difficult  to  say 
whether  they  were  made  purposely,  but  from  the 
fact  of  the  mistakes  suiting  most  closely  to  the 
positiou  of  ecrtain  markcfd  in  Calcutta,  the  iu- 
icrence  ia  that  tliosc  uiLitakea  were  made  on 
purpose. 

1157.  l/Le.MaffaiL\  Did  you  attempt  to  trace 
out  where  the  mistake  originated  ?— No ;  it  would 

take  a  great  amount  of  time,  and  very  likely  it 
would  lead  to  no  result,  because  persons  who 
have  had  any  experience  in  India  know  what 
tracing  things  of^  that  kind  means,,  especially 
where  native  clerks  are  employed. 

1158.  Lord  Robert  A£ai^agu.^  Then  you  con- 
sider that  it  was  a  fraud  committed  in  India  ? — 
At  all  events  it  has  the  nppuarance  of  bavni<r 
been  done  purposely,  but  wnether  it  is  actual 
fraud  I  do  not  know.  I  have  another  instance 
that  I  can  mention;  we  telegraphed,,  on  the 
24th  of  June:  "  Buy  linseed  59^.,  rape  seed, 
53  s.,  poppy  seed,  53  s.;**  they  telegraphed  it, 

a4  "Buy 


J.  Green, 
Esq. 
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'*  Buy  linseed,  57  reducing  the  item  by  2 
*'  rajio  seed,  .>5  poppy  seed,  "  '  inoreaj-iug 
the  item  2  5.  in  each  caao.  It  is  ^trao^e  that  tliey 
aihould  increaee  the  price  of  those  two  articles  b^ 
2  and  reduce  the  price  of  Unaeed;  but  tb«t  u 
the  fact. 

1159.  Sir  Henry  Rmcl'inson.']  The  3  ini<jht 
have  been  misteken  for  a  5,  might  it  not,  being 
somewhat  similar? — ^Itmight  have  been  mistaken, 
it  being  telegraphed  in  fii^ure.-*. 

1160.  Chairmaa.']  Did  you  give  your  messagea 
in  in  writing  or  in  figures? — In  figures  generally. 

1161.  Mr.  Moffutt.']  Wh.it  i.-*  the  dlHerence  of 
oofltl — The  Telegraph  Company  take  five  figures 
tcft  one  irord,  so  iliat  you  can  tnusnut  a  eofe  or 
purchase  of  goods  in  five  figures,  by  simply 
coming  to  an  understanding  with  your  firm  on 
the  other  side. 

1162.  Sir  Charles  Briaht.^  If  it  was  a  fraud  it 
mnet  have  taken  plaotf  in  India,  muet  !t  not? — ^Tbe 
inference  is  it  can  only  have  talccn  place  in  India, 
because  the  Foreign  GoveriuaevUij  wuuld  have 
no  object  in  doing  so. 

1163.  Mr.  MoffattA  If  other  parties  thought  it 
worth  their  while  to  have  an  agent  employed  in 
the  Turkish  administration  could  not  the  mistake 
oeottr  litere  1 — It  might  have  occurred,  of  course } 
it  conld  hare  occumS  that  way. 

nfil.  '[jor<\  Robert  Montagu.l  You  stated  that 
it  was  done  to  suit  the  Calcutta  market  ? — I  say 
the  fact  existed  that  the  alteration  in  price  suited 
the  Calcutta  market ;  I  did  not  say  that  it  wa« 
done  for  that  purpose,  but  it  was  nn  extraordinary 
Coincidence. 

1165.  Sir  Charles  BriffhtJ}  U  it  within  your 
knowledge  ^at  there  hare  been  casee  of  fhuid  in 
nies.'^iigcj^  in  India,  especially  with  regard  to 
opium  ? — I  have  heaixl  of  a  ca.sc  with  regard  to 
OMttm,  in  which  I  was  informed  by  a  gentleman 
who  rnme  from  India  that  the  fmnd  was  directly 
traced  to  bribery  on  the  part  of  some  of  the 
officiate.  It  is  almost  needless  to  go  on  with 
these  cases}  but  I  think  1  have  before  me 
60  mmtlar  instanees.  Here  is  one,  where  we 
advised  our  Calcutta  firm  of  a  remittance  of 
80,000/.,  and  they  telegraphed  it  8,000/.  On 
the  7th  of  June  our  message  was,  **  We  Temit 
8n,00n :  silks  rising":  the  n>essagc  a«  trans- 
mitted was,  We  remit  B,00()  I.  t-iuce  rifcing. 
Again,  on  the  l-Jtli  of  June  we  tran^iuitted  a  mes- 
sage advimng  a  sale  of  6,000  bales  of  jute  and 
1,100  tons  of  linseed ;  the  jute  'wtfs  put  600,  and 
the  linseed  waa  left  out  altogether.  In  one  case 
we  advised  a  sale  of  5,000  hales  of  jute,  and  they 
left  it  out  idtt^ether.  And  so  it  goes  on;  it  is 
only  ninltiplylng  instances.  That  went  on  until 
about  September  or  October  last  year,  whcu  we 
found  that  those  mistakes  wert  entailing  such  very 
serious  losses  that  it  becaine  a  matter  of  thoiu;kt 
whether  we  could  not  devise  sonae  means  to  alter 
the  mode  of  tclegrajdilng,  t^o  as  fo  av  oid  tlic  mis- 
takes, and  we  have  since  substituted  a  code  of  our 
own,  in  which  we  entirely  avoid  the  use  of 
figures,  using  t-imply  word;',  and  I  do  not  sup- 
pose we  liuve  had  lialf-a-dozen  in-.tauccs  in  which 
the  thing  has  been  not  absolutely  unintdligible, 
hut  in  which  it  has  been  doubtful. 

HOG.  ImtA  Robert  Montaou.']  Did  you  insti- 
tute that  code  of  signals  with  ttie  object  of  pre  - 
^renting  the  Tel^raph  Company  from  under- 
standing your  message,  and  thus  ob^hting  tiie 
possibility  of  alterations  being  made  in  it?— les  ; 
we  invented  it  principally  with  the  object  of 
pre?eiitiiig  om  meesages  mm  thdr  oonteatB  being 


divulged  to  other  people,  and  our  messages  being 

altered  to  suit  the  position  of  tho  tiiiul:  and 
with  a  view  to  prevent  the  losses  that  had  arisen 
from  that  eauee. 

1167.  Chairman.']  Have  you  any  remarks  to 
make  with  regard  to  the  time  occupied  iu  the 
transmission  of  messages? — I  have  not  gone  so 
particularly  into  that  question;  but  we  have  had 
instances  in  which  seyeral  messages  have  not  been 
delivered  ;  hut  that  ha.*  been  declared  to  have 
arisen  from  accidents  to  the  line,  and  so  on. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  rix  months  ago  it  was 
working  much  Icjis  efficiently  than  it  \a  now ; 
but  even  now  some  unaccountable  delays  do 
occasionally  take  place  ;  Our  Manchester  firm, 
having  had  occasion  to  complain  on  this  |>oint,  writes 
us  as  follows:  "As  illustrating  these  irregularities 
we  may  instance  a  C'alcutta  niestiage,  wldcli  was 
dispatched  by  our  firm  there  at  11*15  a.m.  on  the 
let  Maioh  last,  was  not  deliTered  at  Bfaneheeter 
till  the  !lth  March  ;  whilat  a  message  sent  to  us 
from  Calcutta  un  Stli  March  was  delivered  to  US 
at  Manchester  only  an  hour  or  so  after  the  mes" 
eage  of  the  1st  March.  In  respect  to  this  mes- 
sage of  1st  March  we  had  the  mure  reason  to  be 
annoyed,  as  most  of  our  comiKtitors  had  been 
receiving  telegrams  of  several  days'  later  date 
before  ours  of  let  was  delivered,  and  it  seems 
evident  to  us  that,  in  thi'^  ea>e  at  least,  message? 
were  not  tranpmitted  in  tlie  order  of  receipt. 
We  strongly  urge  that  this  point  be  ihroniiuentfy 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Comnnttoc  aj>- 
puintcd  by  the  House  of  Commons  since,  if  iiu 
rcganl  is  paid  to  the  priority  of  dispatch,  the  in- 
formation conveyed  by  delayed  tel^pnuns  would 
be  perfectly  useless.** 

IIGH.  Have  yori  liusines.s  relations  v\itli  other 
partti  of  the  world? — Marseilles,  Constantinople, 
and  Persia  J  with  Odeam  w«  haTe  not  so  mndi 
to  du  now ;  we  have  giT<u  up  that  part  of  the 
buslacsa. 

1169.  Do  you  use  tho  telegraphs  with  thi«e 
places  as  much  as  you  do  relatively  with  ludia? 
— ^Hardly  so  much  now ;  before  this  year  we  did 

more  so;  there  was  never  a  day,  perhaps,  that  we 
did  nyt  send  a  telegram  either  to  Russia,  Mar- 
eeilles,  Constantinople,  or  somewhere  else. 

1170.  But  whether  to  Turkey  or  India  or  any 
other  place  you  find  the  telegraph  a  necessary 
means  of  communication  at  the  present  day?- 
It  is  absolutely  nccesaair. 

1171.  Why  did  yott  discontmue  sending  mes- 
sages to  Marseilles  or  to  Russia?-  -In  the  case  of 
Russia,  because  we  have  given  up  our  corre- 
spondence witli  that  country. 

1172.  Supposing  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
present  complications  on  the  continent,  or  a  dis- 
turbance in  Turkey,  or  from  any  other  cause, 
^our  communication  by  telegraph  with  India 
was  cut  off,  should  you  look  upon  that  as  a  very 

freat  inconvenience  to  the  management  of  your 
usiness? — Most  certainly  so;  in  fact,  it  would 
completely  put  a  stop  to  all  business  until  we 
could  get  ourselves  into  coniniunication  w'tlh  the 
firm  in  ludia  by  carrying  on  a  corresp<niUence  on 
tlie  other  route  through  Suez  and  Alexandria. 

1173.  Do  not  you  think  it  would  be  desirable 
to  establish,  if  possible,  6<»ne  alternative  mode  cf 

inmunication  by  telegra]>h  with  India?— It 
would  undoubtedly  be  desirable. 

1174.  Do  you  think  it  is  possible  to  make  a 
communication  by  way  of  Egypt,  and  along  the 
south  coast  of  Arabia  to  India? — I  have  not 
heaid  of  tint  exact  zoole ;  I  have  heard  that 

there 
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4ien  bas  been  some  talk  of  ctirryins  it  on  from 
Suez  to  Aden  ari'.l  that  war;  but  I  00  AOt  know 
the  exact  route  it  would  Uxke. 

1175.  Would  you  be  glad  to  lieur  that  such  n 
pka  bad  succeeded  ? — ^1  should  be  slad  to  hear 
that  a  duplicate  line  exiated ;  if  irould  not  matter 
frhatri'itte  it  took,  Jio  tliat  we  jjot  it. 

1176.  Would  not  that  be  desirable  tor  the  sake 
of  security  ?  —  Yea,  and  also  it  would  prevent 
deiayj,  because  it  would  lessen  the  traffic  over 
the  existing  line,  consequently  you  wuulU  get 

$age  moie  ninidly  tranamitted. 


1177.  Have  yoQ  uijthu^  to  aaywith  ranrd 

to  the  postal  oommnnteation  with  India  ?--No, 

rh-  |i  i-tal  coiniiimiicatiou  i;*  a  iiKiUcr  of  t-iicli 
tecondary  iinjx>rtancc,  that  whether  you  have  a 
mSi  a-week,  or  four  tnaib  a^montli,  it  does  not 
matter.  The  only  inconvenience  attaching  to  the 
N^ntsy«teiu  h  that  soaictiines  the  mail  day 
nils  on  the  Monday,  and  Monday  being  one  of 
tLe  busicsf  daya  in  the  week,  after  the  half- 
holiday  of  Saturday  and  the  Sund:\y,  it  ia  rather 
an  incoisvc  n'iotit  d-iv. 

117&  1  presume,  speaking  of  jour  London 
boaiMeBea,  that  yon  would  concur  with  other 
iritne&<c?  in  tliiiikii  '  Friday  a  convenient  day? 
—Ye?,  1  thiuk  iM  uiay  would  be  as  uuuveuieut  a 
day  a«  anv. 

1179.  it  is  one  of  tlie  market  days  of  Mincin^- 
lane? — Yes,  it  is  the  closing  day  of  the  week 
formercantile  operations  in  London,  and  in  the 
Mine  way  at  Maiioheater ;  but  it  is  impoeaible  for 
«  nan  to  write  all  his  letters  efter  the  close  of 
t(i>jm;iiket  on  Friday;  they  would  never  get  done; 
*o  liut  if  you  make  Friday  the  day,  your  infor- 
mitiou  h  only  up  to  the  Thursday  night. 

Mr.  rA/W(r,f.]  You  have  spoken  of 
uuuuTous  luLitakad  aiul  delays  iu  the  Indian 
tielegrauis ;  what  remedy  could  you  suggest,  or 
kve  you  any  other  remedy  except  the  hope  of 
t&  alternative  line  in  competition  f—lt  appears 
to  me  that  conceutrution  is  wanted,  and  eomo 
aiean.a  by  which  you  uiay  bring  about  an  uuder- 
tttnding  that  a  line  should  be  devoted  to  the 
TadLtn  tclci^rapliic  .service  through,  irom Ximidon 
to  the  head  of  the  Persian  Gulf. 

1181.  Do  you  think  that  if  the  Companies 
made  that  thdr  object,  a  great  improTemeut 
could  be  effected  witnont  any  direct  Government 
intervention  ? — I  think  .-^o. 

1162.  You  do  not  wish  to  see  the  telegraphic 
sv«tem  to  fodia  more  in  the  hands  of  the  English 
Corernment  than  it  is  now  ? — No ;  my  own 
opinion  is,  that  things  of  that  kind  are  best  left 
to  Drivate  enterprise.  If  yon  could  only  get  the 
Telegraph  Company  to  agree  with  the  continental 
ttthorities  to  aAow  them  to  put  up  one  or  more 
wires  through  their  states,  you  ^vonid  then  get 
a  direct  line  of  communication  through,  and  jou 
wooU  not  have  Ae  delays  wbidi  now  take  puce 
owing  to  the  occupation  of  the  continental  lines  by 
the  traneiui^^iun  of  Government  or  local  messages. 

1183.  You  think  that  private  enterprise  carries 
on  business  of  this  sort  better  than  a  Govemmrnt 
department? — I  should  think  so;  it  is  simply  a 
liiuttor  ot' making  the  mo,-<t  money  out  of  it;  and 
tk  more  efficient  they  make  the  craimumcatioiii 
the  mote  money  they  will  make  hy  it 

1184.  Do  you  remember  the  complaints  which 
two  years  ago  were  ver;^  life  iu  Lugland,  as  to 
tke  manner  in  which  oar  mternal  mcassgea  were 
ttan'mitled  ? — I  havo  no  very  distinct  remem,'' 
btijice  uf  them.  I  do  remember  something  of 
tiie  kind  taking  place. 

USd.  There  was  a  tame,  was  there  not,  when 
0^ 
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the  "  Times  "  was  fnllof  lettaraaa  to  the  mistakes 
in  the  tclcQrrnms  between  different  towns  in  £ngw 

land? — Yes.  » 

1186.  That  is  j)retty  well  now  at  aa  md?'— > 
Yea  i  as  regards  Knglish  messages,  you  get  them 
tmnsmittecTalmost  as  perfectly  as  they  can  be. 

11  ST.  That  lias  been  done,  has  it  not,  without 
any  intervention  on  the  part  of  the  Government? 
— ^So  far  as  I  know,  I  have  ncTer  heanl  of  any 
movement  having  been  taken  by  the  Goverameiit 
in  the  matter. 

1188.  You  are  aware  that  from  India,  up  to 
the  head  of  the  Pernim  Gulf,  the  telegraph  is  in 
the  hands  of  tlie  Government  ? — Ye«. 

11K9.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  t";;if  in 

glint  of  delay  the  management  by  tlio  Indian 
oremment  has  been  at  alTremiss  ? — ^I  am  hardly 
prepared  to  =ay  miicli  upon  that  point.  I  know 
that  occasionally  our  Kurrachee  firm  have  written 
to  say  that  they  have  found  delays  ooeurring  in 
the  transmission  of  their  messages  to  and  icpm 
Calcutta,  Bombay,  and  Kurnicbee;  but  I  tliiuk 
that  ibat  nnnt  have  arit>cn  from  dreumstanees 
over  which  they  had  no  control. 

1190.  Has  raere  been  any  disindination,  on 
the  piiif  of  the  Indian  (Government,  to  inquire 
into  the  matter  and  to  give  satisfaction? — 2iOf  I 
have  not  heard  of  any  ;  we  ha\  e  not  complained 
of  anything  jmrticular  to  the  Indian  Government. 
The  complaint  has  been  more  e.specially  mado 
from  this  side. 

1191.  Your  correspondents  in  India,  I  think 
▼ou  stated,  have  bad  reason  to  complain  ? — ^Yes, 
but  they  have  merely  made  the  complaint  unoffi- 
cially ;  for  instance,  our  niauager  has  i>]>oken  to 
tlie  manager  of  the  telegraph,  or  something  of 
that  kiud ;  it  has  not  been  the  subject  of  any  coor* 
respoudence. 

1192.  You  have  read,  I  dare  say,  tlie  com 
plaints  in  the  Indian  newspapers,  about  the  adnu- 
mstraUon  of  the  internal  telegraph  system?— 
Yes. 

1  iy3.  Have  yoti  reason  to  believe  that  tliat  has 
been  amend i  il  latterly  ? — Yes,  I  think  so ;  I  thiuk 
that  the  malndmini.-t  r  t  i  n  arose  more  from  tlio  in- 
experience of  the  stuit,  and  from  the  great  pressure 
of  Dusincsa  that  was  thrown  upon  them  when  tbe 
telegiaph  was  opened. 

1194.  Did  you  oyer  send  a  message  to  India 
throuj^li  Rur*.*ia?— I  cannot  say  that  we  have 

fiven  instructions  for  them  to  be  sent  that  way, 
ut  we  know  that  some  ef  ovr  messages  were  sent 
through  Russia. 

1 193.  Were  those  among  the  mea«nc;c.s  of  which 
you  have  spoken  to-dajf— They  liavc  never 
arriTcd  at  all ;  ourexpenence  of  tlie  Kuseian  line 
is  anything  but  favourable.  There  was  a  break- 
down pomewhere  or  other  in  the  Turkish  line, 
and  the  Telegraph  Company  said,  "  This  mes- 
sage we  can  send  through  Russia ;  will  you  gire 
U!i  instriictinns  but  we  paid,  "  Xo,  !.ond  it 
whichever  way  you  think  proper ;  that  is  not  our 
business ;  if  you  say  that  your  line  is  broken  we 
cannot  insist  upon  your  sending  the  iuoH«an;e; 
but,  as  regards  definite  instructions,  we  do  not 
consider  that  our  province." 

1196.  Sir  C/iarle«  Bright.'^  You  stated,  that 
yon  need  to  eend  mesmges  to  Odessa  and  MaKw 
^eillc?,  and  otlicr  ])luces  on  the  Continent;  did 
you  ever  havo  any  cause  of  suspicion  of  fraud  at 
aU  with  regard  to  any  messages  to  tlioee  places? 
—None,  t'lKLt  I  remember. 

1197.  iiave  you  ever  had  any  suspicion  of 
fraud  on  the  English  lines? — No. 

1198.  But  omy  with  reference  to  messages 
H  dbtribnt«d 
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J.Grdmf   dartribntod  in  India?— Only  with  reference  to 
JSiq.      iDMMjy  dutribnted  in  India;  and  we  do  not 

  find  nnstukes  in  our  homeirardtatiBsiigw  Any  thing 

to  April    like  so  fr(>quent  or  bo  impoitwitas  11167  have  been 
i80(i.      in  the  outward  onee. 

1190.  Do  yon  send  messages  to  Kairackee,  M 
•well  as  to  Calcntta  ? — Vc-'. 

1200.  Do  yon  hncl  a  great  ditterence  in  the 
time  of  dclivcn',  between  Kamcliee  and  Cal* 
cutta? — No,  I  do  not  think  there  wonld  b«  feiy 
much  difference  in  that  respect 

1201.  Or  between  Kurrachcc  and  Horabay? — 
lio  i  and  then  thoae  differenoea  have  invariablj 
been  traced  to  Boae  aecident,  iJiroufirh  a  etorra 
or  pomething  of  that  kind;  I  think  tfiaf  the 
averagt-  time  of  tranflmisiiion  of  a  niesHage  thmugh 
India  from  Kiirrurliee  to  Korabay  or  Calcutta, 
would  be  a  day's  diffexenoe  between  the  one  place 
and  the  other. 

1202.  The  time  ooovipicd  in  sending  a  mescage 
from  Kunachee  to  Bombay,  is  about  a  daj  f — 


1203.  Tliat  h  a  dis^tance  of  about  500  miles, 
is  it  not '{ — I  cauuot  epeak  as  to  the  distance. 

1204.  Bhonld  rou  tMnIt  a  message  from  London 

til  f!I:isi:;ow  verv  L.iillv  tran-niittiv!.  if  it  took  a 
day  in  your  ordinary  busunciss  in  thia  country  ? — 
It  ought  to  go  within  an  hour,  I  dtould  think, 

certainly  within  twnlniiir?. 

1205.  Therefore  you  would  iiu'cr  that  tlic  tele- 
graphic MTvice  between  Kurracbce  and  Kombav 
18  not  as  good  as  it  should  be?— I  should  think 
ihat  it  is  not  adequate  to  the  traffic  wliich  is 
Arowii  \\y>on  it, 

1206.  If  Tou  could  jget  a  through  line  to  India 
in  English  hands,  ana  you  could  eet  messagee 
delivered  backwards  and  f)r\v!irns  regularly 
witliiu  two  iiours  eaeli  way,  elitmid  you  coni^ider 
it  •  rery  great  improvement  in'the  service  ? — 
Very  great  indeed ;  a  communication  of  that 
kindf  is  hardly,  as  far  as  I  can  see,  necessary :  we 
should  be  very  well  NatiHficd  if  wc  (•<  aid  depend 


upon  getting  a  message  from  any  part  of  India 
in  a  day ;  we  have  very  few  instances  of  that 

you  that  it  was  possible 


Und. 

1207.  If  anybwly  to 
that  a  message  might  Ix-  delivered  there  accu- 
rately in  no  tjmtrr  time  tlian  two  hours,  should 
you  consider  it  a  thing  very  uuicli  tu  bo  det-ircd? 
^-Certaudy. 

120S.  Lord  Rohcrt  Montaffu.']  Tlu;  renicdv,  if 
I  undcrettand  rightly,  which  your  expericnoe 
would  lead  you  to  i$uggeat  i«»  that  a  private 
OOmpaay  diould  obtain  two  wires  all  the  way 
from  liondoQ  to  Bussora,  at  the  head  of  tfac 
Ferdan  Gulf?— Either  two  wirea  or  twoaeriea 
of  wires. 

1209.  Though  they  go  through  foreign  states, 
you  think  tho.>u  ^viI■^'s  i-lumld  be  m  the  luuids  of  an 
English  coinpaiiy  aldne  ?— If  not  absolutely  ia 
their  hands  that  there  .-lieuld  be  an  understanding 
that  they  were  to  he  under  their  control,  and 
act  to  be  interfered  with  at  all. 

1210.  M^.  Mvffat.^  \  <>u  have  etated  that 

tele,;Tm])hif*  comrmiiiii miou  was  exceedinglN  in- 
acciinitc  last  y  tar;  have  you  found  any  iujnrovc- 
ment  in  the  present  year? — I  have  found  vary 
great  improvement  during  the  last  three  or 
lour  monthij,  especially  during  last  month. 
Lately  we  have  lieeii  peiKlin<r  a  int'Haa^e  from 
England  and  receiving  a  reply  within  five  to 
eight  days. 

1  ■'  1 !.  From  what  point  to  what  point  ? — From 
liiuuciiettter  to  Bombay^  wd  Manchester  to  (Jal< 


cuttA,  or  London  to  BoBiba^  Md  Louden  t» 

Calcutta. 

1212.  Arellie  inttencee  of  inaoeatidea  wUdi 

yon  1hi\  e  given  in  principally  existing  as  between 
I>onii)ay  and  LnncaBhirc  ? — No,  those  were  all 
between  London  .mil  Kurruchee  aod  Xioodon  and 
Cah'utt;!.  I  thought  that  thoee  were  auflicicnt 
without  going  down  to  Manchester  for  further 
instajiccs. 

1213.  Sir  //cnr^  RaviiijMon^  There  are  two 
telegrajili  enmpatuea  in  £^i£^and,  are  there  nol^ 
employed  in  '  "  •  -* 
India? — Vetf. 

1214.  Wliieli  do  yo«  «Biielly  employ?— We 
employ  the  Llei  tri^;  and  Internutional. 

1215.  And  in  giving  your  mestsages  you  do  not 
state  yourfclvcs  which  line  you  prefer? — No. 

1216.  You  leave  that  entirely  to  their  disare> 
tioB? — Yes,  certainly.  Tf  you  tell  them  whidk 
way  tiiey  are  to  tend  a  inc.*.-<agc,  it  seems  to  mc 
that  you  would  rcleape  them  from  what  little 
amonnt  of  reepomribility  you  can  fix  upon  them 
at  present,  because  they  would  «.iy.  "  You  directed 
it  to  be  sent  by  cudi  and  t-uch  a  route,  and  we 
sent  it,  whereaf,  if  you  liad  not  done  ao  m 
should  have  sent  it  through  whichever  route 
happened  to  be  open." 

.  Yem  are  nor  rtVile  to  ntate,  are  you,  the 
comparative  efficiency  ol'  the  different  routes 
between  London  and  Constantinople.  I  ttett 
the  one  by  Turin,  niid  the  other  by  Vienna?— 
Xo,  because  we  have  no  evidence  whatever  wiiich 
ronte  our  meesages  come  through.  The  only 
reaf!On  for  adoptiug  tlie  Electric  International  if, 
that  they  have,  I  believe,  a  wire  straight  from 
London  to  Frankfort.  I  think  that  is  a  case  ia 
which  they  get  the  permission  iimm  a  foreagn 
Government,  and  it  saves  a  good  deal  of  timft, 

121 S.  ^fr.  Tllrn,r^  Did  you  not  Ftate  that 
you  pref  erred  a  private  company  to  tlie  Go\  ern- 
meDt,in  <  on^equence  of  your  beu^  able  to  fix  the 
responsibilit V  upon  a  private  company? — No,  I 
do  not  see  lliat  iu  a  lliiug  of  that  kind  you  can 
attach  more  reBponHibiiity  to  a  private  company 
than  you  can  to  tnc  Gorenunent.  Why  I  ahould 
{irefer  a  private  company  is,  Aat  1  think  all 
enterprises  of  that  kiii<l  arc  belter  < nrried  out 
by  a  private  company,  heoause  it  reduces  itself 
to  a  question  of  piuruK.  ahillinga,  and  pence,  io 
which  private  enterprise  always  takes  a  gwatg 
interest  than  the  (iovcnunent  does. 

1819*  Buppoaing  a  private  eomjtnny  eonductcd 
tiie  service  uuwugh  nrom  England  to  India,  do 
von  think  diat  it  would  pay  a  private  oompany, 
l)ec;ui-^e  a  calcuhition  has  lieen  iriven  in  eviaenoe, 
that  out  of  5  /.  1 «.  wliich  is  paid  for  a  meesay! 
to  India,  only  8  «.  6  rf.  in  one  case,  and  2&  6  dl  « 
the  other,  ia  received  by  the  private  company  ? — 
That  is  so;  but  a  conijiauy  here  obuiiniug  a 
concession  from  the  foreign  governments  to 
erect  a  wire,  or  a  set  of  wires,  through  such 
foreign  kingdoms,  would  get  the  whole  payment 
for  llie  ine.-<sagc,  and  would  bo  Only  at  the 
expense  of  putting  up  wires. 

1220L  IT  they  could  do  it  all«  ^Mn  liw  wholo 
opcr.ntion  wnuhl  be  ia  the  haada  of  tiie  printe 
company  ? — Yes. 

1221.  But  as  matters  exist  at  preaeDt*  iJift 
responsibility  nf  the  private  coniiiany  does  not 
amount  to  much  ?  -  -}vu  ;  because  it  anything  goes 
wrong  in  your  message,  and  you  complain,  they 
simply  send  you  an  answer  that  your  message  ww- 
despntched  over  their  wirea,  aid  that  they  havA 
forwanh'l  your  conphtint  lO  tli6  govoinincnL 
itext  concerned. 

1222.  nMTofore 
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1212.  Therefore,  unless  yon  cmM  f(et  the  pre- 
sent system  altered,  thu  rcsjiuiisibiUty  ul'  a  private 
OKopaoy  uuountii  to  very  little  ?  —  Very  little. 

1223.  Ill  \Mniii  (if  fact,  it  amouato  to  notbuig? 
— 1  may  ^.ny  that  it  iimounts  to  nothing. 

1224.  As  re^^rJfl  the  liuliau  Government  I 
IMWine  tbat  it  would  be  very  de<iirable  to  know 
vMwr  tiM  niiatidcM  thrt  oceur,  oocnr  in  ibm 
territories  of  the  Indian  Govenuuent  or  not? — It 
vottld  be  some  aattifiMttion,  although  a  very^ocur 
«oe,  because  the  kas  is  inourred,  «ad  tbeM  u  no 
feine<ly  fur  It. 

1^25.  But  you  would  have  a  much  better 
chance  of  getting  redrew,  would  you  not,  from 
Ibe  goverament  of  India  than  you  would  &om 
Turkey,  or  fiook  »&er  fbrei;;a  govemMnto 
thiongh  whoee  territories  iiie.s.ssiutcs  inifjht  be 
sent  ? — I  do  not  know  whethei*  you  wonhl  liavc  a 
Buch  better  obaooe  of  getting  redre^^,  the  ;unouut 
involvc<l  would  be  so  con-IikraijU'  that  they 
would  be  paying  away  tUu  vvliulc  ruvcuue  of  the 
company. 

Vm.  I'oa  think  that  the  cbaaoe  «f  getting 
idbrcH  would  1m  e<|^uaUy  hopdoM  in  the  «ie  em 

M  in  the  other? — lie*,  I  think  so,  liecati.se  a  inls- 
tdu  BMjr  oooasioaaUy  happ«i,  and  it  uuvy  ha  & 


1227.  l>r»  ynu  think  that  any  great  advantaj^o 
veuld  result,  providcHi  a  complete  record  were 
hmt  ^  alt  mnoeegrn  either  received  ot  sent  ittaa 
a&ontier town  ia  IncUft  to  ft  &a^pt. ooontry,  a» 
i»  whaa  the  moonefli)  hw  kft  the  Indiaa  Govern- 
WBt;  nd  eleo  vditft  it  hm  either  been  xeottved 


by  the  Indian  G-ovemment,  or  left  the  Indian 
Governtuent.  If  such  o  record  were  kept,  yon 
oonld  so  far  check  whether  or  not  any  mistake  had 
ooeunred  within  the  juriadintion  of  the  Indian 
Qovenunent  ? — ^That  wenM  be  satisfactory  in  so 
far  aa  tracing  it  and  knowing  wlicre  the  mistake 
took  phw^  but  bevond  that  there  would  He  no 
adTeatage,  and  I  think  ai^  duuiee  of  getting  re- 
dress would  be  very  smalL 

1228.  Still  it  would  be  an  advantage  in  this 
aensc,  that  you  Hronld  find  out  where  it  had 
arisen  ? — Yes,  because  if  you  found  miHtakes 
frequently  occurring  in  the  some  division  of  the 
line  it  would  be  very  apparent  that  there  was 
•omething  wrong,  which  must  be  altered  eithet 
hy  changing  the  employed,  or  aomeofhermeanK 

1229.  Mr.  CJiihlcrs.]  Are  you  acquainted wiA 
the  systems  of  tclegraiihy  at  all  ?-— No. 

12^0.  I  suppose  yon  arc  awaro  t!iat  the  system 
of  tele^'rajihy  to  Iiulia  is  Mor-' It'-eordinj 
Sydiciii .' — 2so,  I  am  uot  aware  of  iliat  part  of  it 
at  tdl. 

1231.  Mr.  Moffat.^  Do  70a  ever  send  meseagee 
in  dn plicate,  one  through  one  Company  and  the 

other  ihroufrh  another? — Only  in  the  caao  of  one 
mtM^age.  We  sent  one  message  to  Calcutta 
through  tlie  Electric  Coraimny  and  one  through 
the  Suliinarine,  and  the  difference  of  time  wae 
simply  a  mailer  oi'  an  hour  or  two. 

1232.  Were  they  each  equally  inaccurate  ? — 
There  were  one  or  two  trifling  mistakes  in  each, 
bnt  di^  were  nothing  of-  any  very  great  iia» 


/.  Greem, 

Esq. 


CSAKLEB  WsLLUfOTON  RowBLL,  Eeq.,  Called  in;  and  Examined. 


1233.  Chairman.']  I  BELIEVE  ^ou  are  the 
Sioi  L'tary  to  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam 
Kavigation  Conii)auy  ? — I  am. 

1234.  Your  Company  has  the  whole  of  tJie 
contracts  at  the  present  monu  at  for  conveying 
the  mails  between  this  country  and  the  east 
^erally  ? — ^It  has. 

1235.  Will  you  be  so  crund  as  to  i^upply  the 
Committee  with  the  number,  tlie  tnnniige,  and 
tLi>  j.uwer  uf  the  verisele  employed  hy  the  Penin- 
sular and  Oriental  Company  ? — We  have  at  the 
present  time  a  fleet  of  57  vessels :  that  is  in- 
cluding one  or  two  vcfscls  which  pcrhap.'*  might 
be  called  tugs,  but  they  arc  a  laige  class,  vessels 
effrom  180  to  200  tons.  We  have  66  ehips  in 
ill,  including  sailin;^'  and  store  ^hips,  the  total 
tonnage  being  97,165  tons,  and  the  horse  power 
I9,1H0. 

1236.  Some  of  tliopc  vessels  arc  employed  in 
the  Mediterranean  and  some  on  the  other  side  of 
Suez,  arc  they  not? — ^Yea;  the  larger  proportioDf 
cut  of  Saez. 

1237.  Are  the  terms  of  your  oontraets  to  be 
ff  und  lu  the  contract  of  tlie  27th  Fehruary  IRfiG, 
«nd  the  various  contracts  therein  recited  ? — What 
jaa  refer  to  aa  die  contract  of  Febmacy  1866  ie 
Bcarcely  a  -luninnry  of  our  contracts.  It  was  a 
K>ecijil  agreenieat,  entered  into  between  the 
Com^)any  and  the  Post  Office,  with  reference  to 
certain  nirvey 8.  The  contracta  are  recited  there, 
tat  T  do  not  know  wbeftier  ihnt  agreement 
cui  be  taken  as  an  actual  <jnide  to  m  hat  our 
contracts  are.  If  you  desire  to  separate,  for  in- 
stance, the  money  rtceivcd  upon  one  part  of  our 
line  from  that  received  upon  aniither,  T  think 
that  we  should  have  to  go  back  to  tiio  original 
contracts. 

(U3. 


1238.  Which  are  recited  in  tliis,  I  presume  ?  C*Wt 
~I  believe  they  are.    Our  existing  contracta  Btn^  Eaq. 

are  referred  to  in  this  agreement. 

1239.  The  rate  of  speed  now  is  regulated  by 
clause  9  of  the  contract  of  the  27th  01  February 
last,  in  sapercession  of  ainr  other  terms  contained 
in  the  previotts  contracts  r— The  rate  of  speed  ia 
in  some  nieasure  affected  now  by  a  time-table, 
which  is  agreed  upon  at  the  commencement  of 
every  year  between  the  Company  and  the  Post 
Office,  in  which  a  date  of  arrival  and  departure 
at  every  port  is  fixed  fur  the  mail;-  throughout  the 
ensuing  ^'car ;  and,  to  a  certain  extenl^  the  rate 
of  spe^  18  governed  by  that  table. 

1240.  Tn  the  contracts  themselvee,  the  Com* 
pany  ic-  bound  tti  earry  the  mails  nt  a  certain 
speed  per  hour  ? — Yes. 

1241.  In  the  contract  of  die  27th  of  February, 
it  appears  tliat  the  Company  is  bound  to  perform 
the  voyages  between  certain  specified  purU  in  a 
certain  number  of  hours  ? — That  is  so. 

1242.  Taking,  ibr  instance,  the  cni>e.  of  Suez 
and  Bombay ;  between  those  i)ort«,  It  appears  from 

Paper  No.  7,  <in  \r.i^v  I'l  of  the  I'rinled  papei*S 
before  the  Committee,  that  the  wliole  miniber  of 
nautical  miles  run  in  performing  48  v«jyages  wae 
]45,().50,  Avliieh  pves  a  distance  firom  Uoiubay  to 
Suez  of  2,U72  miles  ? — That  is  the  distance  upon 
wliich  our  calculations  are  made. 

1243.  Yon  are  bonnd,  are  yon  not,  to  perform 
that  service  in  312  hoars?— Yes. 

1244.  Dividing  2,972  miles  by  312  lunins  it 
appears  that  you  have  to  perform  Uic  voyage  at 
the  rate  of  9|  nautical  miles  an  hottr?--xes. 
We  have  to  perform  the  voyage  nt  dm  rate  of 
9^  knot£  an  hour. 

1245.  How  numj  knott  are  nine  miles  equ4 
b2  to?-^ 
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C.  JF.      to? — All  imr  (■iilculatlons  are  made  upon  the 
HoneU,  Esq.  nautical  luile  or  knot.   I  lUAv  mention  tliat 
— —      are  bound  to  deliver  the  Bombay  mail  in  24  da} « 
AprU     ig  ],y„rg  in  London. 

IBQD.  1246.  Why  is  the  servicf"  Hj)lit  nj)  in  your  con- 

tract with  the  Government  into  suitordiuate  dis- 
tances?— The  Bombay  gervicf  is  a  jiecullar  one, 
innsmuch  as  it  grew  up  liiadually  ami  \\i\a,  tukcu 
in  fragnients.  Wt;  liad  linc^  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, and  we  bad  no  lines  in  connection  mth 
them  to  Bombay.  We  began  our  eomraiimcation 
with  Bombay,  by  taking  the  line  fi-om  Ilonibay 
to  Aden  bniy^  in  connection  with  the  existing 
communication  with  Calcutta  and  otiter  more 
distant  places.  At  present  there  ia  a  completely 
iudtipunJuul  eeivico  direct  from  tliib  country  to 
Bombay.  The  history  of  theie  BUlttera  is  con- 
tained in  a  statement  which  was  prepared  for  the 
Parliamentary  Committee  of  1860,  but  the  pro- 
ceedings of  that  Committee  todk  i-o  miicli  a 
policticol  character,  that  wc  really  hud  not  an 
opportunity  of  getting  our  ea«e  eoneidered.  I 
can  put  in  a  copy  of  this  ^tatemen(.  with  a  snp- 
plemcutary  one,  hrin<jiug  it  down  U)  ilie  present 
time,  and  I  think  t&at  these  stnteracuts  would 
be  found  to  be  verjr  useful  documents  for  refe- 
rence by  the  Committee  (deliverint/  in  the  tame). 

1247.  You  h:i\Q.  to  cany  tlic  mail  between 
Suez  and  Bombay  at  d|  knots  an  hour,  does  that 
include  stoppage  at  Aden? — No  it  does  not; 
the  agreement  of  February  last  was  also  for  the 
purpoeo  of  enabling  tlie  Post  Office  to  carry  out 
a  system  which  they  were  very  anxious  for,  bring- 
ing; us  nnder  penalty  and  premium  clauses  witli 
rclcieiicc  tu  uur  ludia  and  China  contracts.  Prc- 
viously  to  that  we  had  been  only  under  the 
penal^  r^stem  on  our  Australian  contracts,  and 
I  may  state  tiiat  the  oom])any  have  from  the 
cnnin.cix  eiiu'nt  rather  objected  to  picmiunis  and 

{)cnaltic8,  entertaininrr  an  impression  of  their  use- 
essness. because  they  liave  no  effect  in  expediting 
the  mat!  ;  wo  thcrt  foi  o  genenilly  preferred  to 
tender  in  euch  a  form  as  not  t(i  bring  ourselves 
vndiv  thoEC  conditions  which  imposed  penalties, 
and  granted  prominms,  but  the  Post  Office  have 
all  along  desired  to  introduce  uniformity  in  ^e!r 
pvsfeiii;  while  evci  v  C<innnItteo  almost  that  has 
sat  upon  the  subject  seemed  to  be  under  the  im- 
preesioii  that  penalties  were  useful,  and  at  last 
we  gaye  way  upon  the  point. 

l348.  Then  the  whole  of  your  cervices  arc 
.now  conducted  u])on  the  system  of  penalties  and 
premiums?— Xesi,  the  wWe  of  them;  I- may 
repeat  that  the  stay  in  port  has  no  effect  upon 
tlic  matter;  the  ]>enaltie8  or  pii'miiinis  heiiij^ 
governed  the  time  consumed  upon  the  voy- 
age, that  time  being  calculated  from  the  minuto 
the  steamer  ia  -Ret  in  motion  to  the  time  that  she 
stops  at  her  port  of  destination. 

1249.  When  you  state  that  you  are  bound  to 
convey  the  mails'  to  Bombay  in  24  days  16  hours, 
between  what  ports  do  you  mean  ? — That  is  the 
whole  distance  from  London  to  15ombay. 

1250.  Are  you  responsible  for  tlie  time  that 
is  consnmed  in  carrying  the  mails  through 
France? — No:  we  are  not  responsible  for  that. 

1251.  By  clause  9  of  the  contract  to  which  I 
have  referred,  you  are  bound  to  convey  tlie 
mails  between  Marselllee  and  Alexandria  in 
loo  hours,  and  subsequently  between  Suez  and 
Bombay  in  312  hours.  Supposinp  that  you  ex- 
ceed your  time  between  Marseilles  and  Alex- 
andria, and  that  yon  are  within  your  lime  between 
Suez  and  Bombay,  is  the  one  set  off  against  tlie 
Other  ? — In  such  a  case  as  that*  if  we  exceeded 


the  time  between  A^rseilles  and  Alexandria,  we 
should  come  under  the  penal^,  aa  between 
those  two  places,  and  between  Bonthampton  and 

Alexandria  in  ilic  name  wa-  if  we  did  the 

work  within  the  time  between  S^ucz  and  Bombay, 
although  part  of  tlio  same  complete  voyage,  W6 
should  receive  a  prenilnni  in  respect  of  that  part 
of  the  liuc.  I  niiiy  mention  that  the  penalties  and 
premiums  are  not  equal,  the  premium  ia  &  ^ mall 
one,  and  the  penally  a  large  one ;  the  one  is  double 
the  other. 

1252.  The  [iremiLUn  is  2,j  is  It  not,  for  every 
day  that  you  are  within  the  time,  and  the  i>euaity 
is  60  /!.  a  day  ? — Yes;  the  poet  office  urged  ua  to 
make  the  jjenalty  four  times  the  amount  of  the 
premium ;  but  tu  that  we  objected.  It  is  so 
quadrupled  on  the  Australian  Line,  the  penalty 
being  2bO  /.  and  the  premium  50  /. 

1253.  Is  this  speed  of  9  J  knots  an  hour  the 
hifihest  rate  of  speed  to  which  you  could  attain 
with  your  present  vessels  ? — That  is  as  high  an 
ayerage  rate  of  qieed,  I  think,  as  we  oould  sefdy 
enter  into  a  contract  for  with  our  present  fleet.  I 
may  state  perhaps  that  there  is  a  very  great  mis- 
apprehension existing  generally  with  regard  to 
the  rates  of  speed  attained  not  only  by  our  own 
vessels,  but  by  those  of  other  companies  cariy- 
ing  on  ocean  mail  services,  and  by  the  French 
postal  steamers  also.  1  am  prepared,  if  the  Com- 
mittee wish  it,  to  put  before  them  not  mere 
opinions  on  this  matter  but  aotunl  ri  ^nlt*. 

1254.  Can  you  give  us  those  results  witli  i-e- 
gard  to  the  French  service  in  the  east? — With 
rot^urd  to  the  French  service  in  the  East  I  have 
uot  got  them  iu  detiiil ;  but  1  ycetcrJay  looked 
throun;h  one  of  the  lost  reports  fi-om  their  Board 
to  their  shareholders,  in  which  they  state  that 
the  speed  that  they  had  attained  during  the 
twelve  monllis  ending;  May  I860  (the  date  of 
their  last  report)  waa  \)l  kuoLs,  which  is  exactly 
the  ^anie  as  ours;  and  this  is  bome  out  by  eal- 
cuhiti.uis  which  I  havt;  made  upon  the  table 
of  unival  and  depurturcii  uf  their  t^teamers  which 
was  before  the  Committee  at  their  lost  meeting. 

1855.  Do  you  happen  to  have  a  list  of  Uie 
(■teamers  if  the  Messaj^eries  Impeiiales  Company? 
— X(i,  I  have  not  a  li.-t  of  the  ves.^els  with  me. 
Willie  wc  are  u}>on  the  subject  of  the  Bombay 
service,  there  is  a  matter  which  I  would  wi^h  to 
mcnti'm,  because  it  led  to  a  communieati  >n  with 
tlic  TuiSt  Office  yesterday.  In  the  papers  which 
have  been  furnished  to  the  Committee  the  cost 
of  the  Bombay  Servioe  ia  set  down  at  80,000 £ ; 
that  is  inaccurate,  and  I  belieye  the  Poet  Office 
authorities  are  quite  ready  to  correct  it.  The 
actual  cost  of  the  service  is  4b,000/.,  ffiving 
V8  a  rate  per  mile  upon  that  serrioe,  wnidi  I 
believe  is  the  lowest  paid  for  any  o<*ean  service. 
The  rate  per  mile  that  wc  receive  on  that  ser- 
vice is  2  «.  7i 

1256.  What  do  you  receive  in  a  lump  sum  for 
that  particular  service  ?— £.  48,000  per  annuni. 

12.37.  And  that  divided  by  tlic  number  of  miles 
run  brings  YOU  2  s.  l^tL  'i — Yes. 

1258.  What  is  the  ayerage  altogether  tat  the 
whole  of  your  India  and  China  Service?— It  ia 
now  4  A'.  5\d.,  a  trifle  uuder  4«.  6  J. 

12,30.  Have  you  had  any  communications  re- 
cently with  the  Post  Office  with  the  view  of 
making  alterations  in  your  existing  contractowilh 
:  c:,'ard  to  the  desj)atch  of  u  weekly  mail  to  India? 
— Yea,  but  not  very  recently. 

iS60.  At  what  tune  did  Vaxm  communications 
take  place?— I  think  about  12  month.^'  ago,  we 
were  in  communication  with  the  Post  Office; 

perhi^a 
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not  ao  long  m  that   It  was  in  00M»- 

qoence,  of  a  roemorial  signed  by  a  large  num- 
ber of  merchants  in  the  City ;  and  an  inquiry 
wa.^  made  of-  lis,  wliicli  was,  in  fiict,  tlic  echo 
«f  that  memorial,  whether  it  would  euit  us  to 
mtolike  ft  weekly  service  btftifeen  Bn^ilsnd 
ind  ludia  upon  nil  our  lIiics ;  that  ie,  dispatoliinr' 
the  inail;^  ou  a  lixed  day  iu  the  week,  in  lieu  ot 
four  times  a  month  as  at  present. 

1261.  What  reply  did  you  make  to  that?— We 
replied,  that  there  would  probably  be  some  diffi- 
colticfl  at  first,  owing  to  the  peculiar  character  of 


/ 

years  from  the  present  time,  and  that  the  dia-      C.  W. 
tanee  will  be  1,400  miles ;  that  would  be  at  the  Homll,  Ecq. 
rate  of  SO  milcB  an  hour,  only  70  hours  of  con- 
tinuous travellinn:  ? — Yes. 

1267.  i^hould  not  you  think  that  a  gctiaX  many 
paasengen  would  ftrefer  to  00  io  Caleattft  by  that 
rotiif  instead  of  going  rfnind  by  sea? — ^As  far  as 
our  expcricuee  goeH  upon  the  question  aa  to 
whether  passengers  would  prefer  railway  t  ra  \  oiling 
to  sea  travelling,  I  should  say  not.  We  have 
had  many  years'  experience  upon  a  jiart  of  oui  liue, 
which  jicrhaprf  affords  some  test,  and  that  test  is 


our  sarricea,  tke  complioated  nature  of  them,  tho   the  ability  that  fmeaengers  for  India  and  China 


have  to  embark  either  at  Maneillea  or  at  South- 
ampton; we  find  that  passengers  arc  by  no 
means  deterred  from  embarking  at  SouthamptoOj 
even  in  the  roughest  seasons  of  the  year.  Ladiea 
and  families  almost  always  embark  at  Southamp- 
ton. The  season  of  the  year  when  our  outward 
passengers  arc  most  numerous  is  exactly  the 
season  when  the  passage  by  the  Bay  of  Biscay  ia 
the  worst,  and  yet  we  do  not  iind  Aat  pasaen- 
cere,  as  a  rule,  choose  the  rail\vay  route  as  ngainafc 
the  sea  route;  in  fact,  the  rule  ia  the  reverfie. 

1268.  In  noint  of  ftet,  you  do  nottlunk  that 
there  would  be  any  very  great  diverf!;ence  of  the 
passenger  traffic  to  tJie  eastern  part  of  India, 
after  the  establishment  of  the  railway  communi- 
oation  through,  from  Bombay  to  Galeutta  ? — So 
fer  as  my  personal  opinion  goes,  I  shontd  say  ttOt. 

12G9.  Then,  so  fur  as  the  jtrofits  of  your  com- 
pany are  cooceraed,  you  do  not  expect  any  falling 
off  mm  your  preeaat  receipts,  from  the  convey- 
ance of  jiaspengers  between  Aden  and  Cnlcutta? 
— I  bliould  say  not.  We  have  merchandiisc  also 
to  convey  to  and  irom  Calcutta  and  Madras,  and 
1? — No,  I  do  not*  think  th^  aaked  of  course  any  change  that  interferea  with  our 
08  for  a  tender.    They  asked  ns  our  terms  for  a    eommereial  treffic  must  throw  a  greater  amount  of 


anaber  of  jtmetiona  we  have  to  makci  and  ao 

00.  but  that  wc  saw  no  insuperable  difficulty  in 
tbepUn;  and  would  be  willing  to  undertake  it; 
bat  that  as  the  ayatem  wonhT  IvpoIto  the  per> 
fbrmancc  of  13  vorrtges  per  annum  upon  all  our 
lines,  as  against  12,  we  should  require  a  corres- 
poading  inereMe  to  our  lato  of  auMkly  vpon  all 
tiieJinM. 

more  ?  — 'IToa,  one^tweHUi 

more,  amounting  in  all  to  35,024  /.  per  annum 
^00  all  our  existing  services;  we,  however,  re- 
Mfved  to  the  Company  the  right  cf  cUuniog  the 
reftorati<»n  of  the  existing  system. 

12()3.  Have  you  considered  with  tho  Post 
Office  the  question  of  having  a  weekly  mail  to 
Boadiaj  in  annerceasion  of  tho  fortnightly  mail 
t»  Bombay  aiMl  1h«  fortnightly  moil  to  Calcutta 
ind  Madra-  " — Yes,  wc  have  given  that  subject 
soate  consideration.  We  received  communi(»- 
tioBsfirom  tlia  Foat  OAse  npon  the  anbject  some 


U64.  Did  they  atik  yuu  to  consider  the  terms 
whjoh  yon  would  be  pre|karcd  to  undertake 


I0!ianite  eervice  between  noiuhay  and  Aden, 
which  should  give  a  complete  wecklv  service  to 
Bombay  in  eonaeotioo  with  one  of  tiie  Calontta 
tml  Clilna  lines. 

126^.  It  is  the  almost  unanimous  opinion  of 
the  witneaaoa  who  have  appeared  before  this 
Coouttittee,  gentlemen  practically  acquainted 
with  the  commerce  of  the  east,  that  in  the  in- 
terests of  that  commerce  it  is  desiralile  that  a 
weekly  oammnnicatton  should  be  established  be- 
tween Snes  maA  Bombajr;  and  ^ey  eay  that 
scconling  to  their  experience  it  is  wholly  un- 
nccetieary  to  maintain,  for  postal  purposes,  a  line 
of  pocket  steamers  between  Aden,  Galle,  Madzaa, 
sua  Calcutta  for  the  purposea  of  Indian  ooat- 
BiimicatioD;  do  you  think  that  there  would  be 
sny  difficulty  in  arranging  upon  terms  for  a 
aiodification  of  the  existing  servicea  so  as  to 
■eat  Aoae  Tiewa7'^That  is  a  matter  which, 
of  course,  requires  a  great  deal  of  consideration. 
The  company  are  always  ready  to  entertain 
isjr  proposal  that  is  put  before  them;  bat  nnder 
exuting  circumstances,  I  hardly  fancy  that  we 
omld  very  well  give  up  the  communication  to 
Madras  and  Cahmtta.  With  the  large  ninnber 
of  ships  that  we  have,  we  require  a  port  such  as 
Oalentta  for  doddng  and  repairs,  and  other 
purposes.  We  phoula  have  to  send  our  vessels 
probably  up  the  east  coast,  whether  we  had  mails 
m  sot,  uM  I  very  much  question  whether  the 
tiaie  has  come  when  the  railway  communica- 
tiow  would  enable  passengers  from  Madras  and 
Calcutta  to  «roaa  die  ooontiy  and  join  the  Bimd- 
bavliBe. 

UMw  It  ia  atatad  m  eridenee  that  the  eom* 

manication  by  railway  between  Bombay  and 
Calcutta  will  be  oomnleted  in  £rom  one  to  two 


cost  upon  the  pogt  ii  m  -  vice. 

1270.  Vou  would  not  found  your  clium  to  any 
increased  subsidy  upon  any  fear  of  loang  the 
traffic? — T  think  we  might  na^e  to  do  so. 

1271.  Would  your  com|>auy  be  prepared,  if 
specific  proposals  were  made  to  it  by  tlie  Post 
Office,  to  oonsider  terma  for  the  establishment  of 
a  weeldy  nuul  to  Bombay  ?—-Deddedly  so.  Hu4^ 
of  course  would  depend  upon  the  nature  of  die 
conditions.  Terms  and  conditions  have  some- 
times been  proposed,  which  we  oonaidered  to  be 
objectionable  and  onerous,  as  they  were  in  the 
case  of  the  very  communicatiuu  which  was  sug- 
gested, and  whioh  fell  through,  with  regard  to 
the  commnnicatioa  between  Bombay  and  Aden. 

1272.  In  the  erent  of  that  weekly  mail  being 
established  between  Suez  and  Bombay,  and  in 
the  event  of  the  Goverument  discontmuing  to 
pay  you  for  the  <5onveyanoe  of  mails  between 
Aden  and  Calcutta,  and  you  Ktitl  finding  it  expe- 
dient for  your  own  purposes  of  trade  to  ruu  a  line 
of  steamers  to  Calcutta,  should  you  think  it 
desirable  that  those  steamers  should  join  with 
the  Bombay  line  at  Aden,  or  that  they  should 
run  on  to  Suez? — I  think  that  Aden  would  in 
any  case,  bo  a  most  inconvenient  port  for  a  juno- 
tkM  or  tarminiiB.  Aa  it  is,  tiiere  is  difficulty  in 
carryinf^  on  the  mere  coaling  business  there, 
but  it  is  a  port  that  presents  verr  little  facility 
for  the  tnmahipment  of  cargo ;  while  Aftra  ia  no 
hotel  accommodation  on  shore  for  passengen^  in 
the  event  of  a  day's  detention,  or  anything  of 
that  kind. 

1273.  And  not  a  very  desirable  place  to  put 
np  at  nnder  any  c9ronBWtaDaeaft--lio  j  in  fa^  I 
may  say  that  it  would  be  inpoaaililtt  luider  oaete^ 
ing  ciroumatanoea. 

B3  mi.  80 
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C.  IF.        1274.  So  far  as  tin  arrangements  of  your 
Hmirf^JB»^  oom]KUiy  are  cono«med,  should  you.  be  able  to 
~;      dL-|>onciiC  with  your  steaiuera  calliouc  a*  Aden,  oo 
20  April     their  way  from  Suez  to  lioiiibay  'r  — Tlii8  would  ao 
taob.      cloulit  render  nteeeeaary  the  construction  of  vcMels 
»in  V  lil y  r  uited  for  the  purpose,  and  I  vwj  mnoh 
doul't  whether  onytJiing  would  ho  giiiued  by  such 
an  arraugoment,  bec;aus«  a  veaeel  coustructed  to 
oarr^  coals  the  whole  dimtaaM  fiom  Sum  to  Boi^ 
t)ay,  which  is  luthor  a  long  run,  must  be  a  vessel 
of  very  large  claiis  ami  power ;  and  it  might  be 
useful  to  save  time  for  her  to  stop  and  take  coals 
at  Aden,  rather  than  to  ^  awAj  irrai  the  temuaal 
port  very  deep,  snd  arriTe  at  tfie  other  temiiiid 
port  \cry  light,  both  wliic-li  ooiiditioii!?  are  iid verse 
to  regui'lhty  aud  to  the  accomplishment  of  the 
purpose. 

V275.  Your  preecnf  ves.<>ela,  as  I  underetand, 
are  not  capable  of  uiakiiig  the  voyaf^e  from  Suez 
to  Bombay  without  coaHngiBtaniiediately  ?-~No^ 
Lmay  aay  they  aie  net;  wo  noTor  try  it, 

1876>  Tlnen  it  is  hardly  worth  the  while  -prO" 
bnlily  of  tlii^  Comiuitteo  to  pursue  the  enquiry, 
witliuui  cousiderin^  also  the  necessity  uf  your 
providing  a  larger  class  of  veaeeb  for  the  purpose  ? 
-  \  r  !Ji  ilie  sense  of  the  (juestions  whieh  you 
have  be^u  putting.    Having  hcaad  the  evidence 

S'ven  on  the  first  day,  1  am  prepared  to  aMa 
at  if  requbed  by  the  Committee  we  <maM 
furnidh  an  estimate,  ami  I  think  give  a  very 
corrcft  idea  of  the  kind  of  vessel  that  Wduld  be 
Miited  for  such  a  line,  and  I  thisL  1  may  say 
l^itwauUnokfae  ■taUihetaiidef  veaeel  th«t 
vw  anlnuftted  to  iho  Caomittoo  on  thia  «b|r 
week. 

1277.  From  your  cxpcrioiae  do  you  tinak  lliai 
that  kind  of  veseel  which,  waa  suggested  the  other 
day,  could  accomplish  the  purpose  ? — I  believe  that 
the  vessel  prtipot^ed  liie  other  diiv,  Hu^gested  a 
oombinadon  of  impoaaibiiitiesy  and.  that  it  ia  quite 
out  of  the  queatioii  iJwt  aoeh  a  Teatl  would  per* 
form  the  .service. 

1278.  You  titated,  that  y  uu  would  be  prepared 
to  give  tlie  Committee  something  in  the  nature  of 
a  scheme  fi>r  carrying  out  such  a  service,  if  the 
Committee  desired  it;  perhaps  you  could  state 
now,  what  sized  vessel  you  would  require  for  the 
purpoee,  sueh  vessel  not  caUiug  at  Aden  ? — Xhoao 
aare  pointa  requiring  profeariooal  knewlege,  whiek 
I  do  not  exactly  pretend  to  have ;  but  looking 
at  wliat  is  done  upon  other  line's  ve  should 
hardly  be  able  to  venture  upon  it  with  v  essola, 
other  than  tl)»»be  of  u  larire  and  powerful  clasi?, 
such  as  the  C'unai  d  vessels.  The  line  is  ao  long  as 
theirs,  and  notwithstanding  what  the  Committee 
kaveheaidj  we  are  totally  <wpoaed  to  the  opinion, 
that  the  nav^lion  of  tne  Indian  Seas  is  more 
easy  than  that  of  the  Atlnntlc  ;  on  the  contrary 
we  believe  tliat  we  have  liar  greater  dithcultiesto 
oontond  against  in  e£feoting  ngnladiy  of  sernoe, 
and  in  nttnininp;  speedy  tluHik  are  eoooiinttted. 
upou  ilio  Atlautic. 

1279.  Should  vou  require  to  enlarge  the  sixe 
of  yoiv  vessel  m  pm^rartioa  to  the  incnased. 
meed  ihat  mlf^kt  be  required ;  for  tBstanee,  if  ono 
cla^.-i  of  vessel  will  nufliec  for  the  voyage  at  9J 
kuou  an  hour,  sbouUi  ytju  require  to  enlarge  the 
size  of  tlurt  vessel  to  go  1 1  knots?— Certainly,  if 
elie  had  to  carry  coal  lor  the  whole  voyage. 

1260.  Aud  in  proportion,  the  expeu^ea  would 
mount  up  to  ft  very  great  incrsaao  f — Very  great, 
nd  I  am  now  prepared  to  givn  ywn  thn  piioBS  of 
cmla,  as  the  subject  was  mentioned  die  other  day. 
The  r<'turn  which  I  have  liere  is  based  ujioa  the 
very  last  price  that  we  paid  for  ooala  at  Suez,. 


Aden,  and  Bomihay  and  it  also  ia  cakmlated  upon 

the  average  paid  fur  the  last  five  years.  Our  uhI 
contract  price  for  coals  delivered  at  Alexandris, 
from  which  j>lace  we  now  ?u{)j)ly  Suez,  was 
40 «.  2(L  per  ton.  Tlie  eonvejaace  of  Ikom 
eoala  across  Egy]>t  east  SSt.  Sa.  To1he]aHjs 
at  which  eoal.-^  are  delivered  at  any  of  our  depots 
we  always  add  25  per  cent-,  to  cover  the  expenses 
of  landing  and  re-shipping  on  IxMurd  the  steamers, 
wa.-'tc,  storag^c,  aud  depreciation  of  the  coal,  and 
interest  upon  capital  invented  at  tiiosc  porta  ia 
barges  ana  in  every  way.  We  find  from  ex- 
perience that  25  per  eeat.  is  only  suffi«i«at  to 
eover  all  the  expenass  whidt  asM  betwoen  As 
time  of  the  delivery  of  the  coala  at  a  port  aud  the 
time  that  they  are  placed  under  the  furnaces  of 
the.  steamer .  'so  tha*  tins  total  gives  for  Soena 
pre.«ent  pri(;e  of  H5,*.  ^Orf.  per  ton  for  coals, 

1261.  Ihat  is  to  say,  ia  keepinc;  your  accounts, 
do  you  elMBge  yonv  vessels  with  coak  at  8.5  s.  a 
ton  ?— Yea,  every  ton  of  eoala  that  we  take  sn 
board  at  Saes  costs  nsnowBSA  lOiL;witbDat 
that  25  per  cent.  It  in  G8s.  Sd. 

1282.  Mr.  Chiidera.]  Yoa  debit  the  VQyi«i 
with  86*.  10  tL  per  ton  ?— Test 

128.3.  (Vtrn'rma?t.'\  And  you  make  nO'  prolrt 
upou  the  coal  shipped  — No,  the  last  trausii€tion 
was  86  s.  I0d.r  but  the  average  for  the  last  fivt 
years  for  Soez  is  73  «.  Gd.  We  are  jnat  nonr 
snUfering  from  very  hi^^h  prices  at  Alexandria. 

1284.  You  tiike  thoae  coals,  I  .supjK)!^',  upciu  a 
lar^e  contract? — Yes,  upon  large  conttaots.  We 
invite  tonden;  we  do  net  Mvertise  lor  theni^ 
but  wc  send  to  15  or  20  houses ;  In  fact,  to  any 
shiu  brokers  witii  regard  to  whom  we  are  eatia- 
fied  that  they  will  be  able  to  lopply  the  quaatilgr 
desired,  and  we  specify  a  certain  time  when  we 
shall  be  prepared  to  receive  tbcir  tenders. 

128.J.  Docs  not  the  price  of  coal  depend  very 
much  upou  the  season ;  ior  instance,  at  the  Umis 
that  you  shipped  yovr  eesi  fix  Aleixandrin,  yon 

got  Ihat  coal  cheap  ? — Ye.-^,  the  price  is  influenced 
Ly  ^at»uns,  and  it  wax  for  that  reason  that  1  also 
gave  the  average  of  five  yenas.  Of  oonne  w« 
take  advantage,  .^o  far  we  can  do,  of  the  seasons 
to  place  our  coaiti  at  the  stations  on  the  best 
tenus. 

1286.  Have  you  faeilities  for  conveying  oosl 
by  nul  anmss  from  Alexandiin  to  Suecf— We 

now  .■supply  Suez  entirely  by  Alexandria.  We 
hope  boon  to  get  thf^e  rates  reduced,  but  the 
aeUial  cost  of  our  la.^t  conveyance  of  coal  was» 
ns  stated,  28  s.  G  <i,  I  believe  thnt  the  JPaaha 
promises  us  a  rate  of  \js. 

1287.  Looking  forward  for  five  years  aliead, 
for  instance,  you  would  liope  to  get  your  oosl 
supplied  up<m  the  average  at  a  som  mneh  lasi 
than  8.5  — I  should  not  think  it  would  be  safe 
to  say  much  lest<  -,  our  ex|>erieace  uow  extends 
over  a  ver>'  "freat  numl)er  of  years. 

1268.  \Vhat  description  of  coal  ia  it  that  you 
Ude  y — A\  e  Lake  a  certain  portion  uf  Welsli  coal, 
and  a  certain  portion  of  north  country  coal.  For 
Aden,  onr  last  price,  when  we  took  n  very  laign 
eontraet  for  18,000  tons^  wao  5&a  4dL  per  ton, 

and  aildiiig  2')  jier  cent,  that  ^ved  G5.<.  5  d.  i>er 
ton  the  oust  of  our  last  operation.  The  average 
of  tiie  fi\  e  years  at  Aden  is  44  f.  9d.,  25  peree^ 
upon  that  i.s  3d.,  raaking  56  .v.  jKjr  ton. 

Pr^Miut  piicea  arc  high  as  compared  with  the 
average,  and  I  am  afraid  tliat  tho:^e  high  prices 
are  likely  to  continue,  and  that  ought  to  be  boco» 
in  mind  in  anything  llie  Comnietbe  may  have  in 
view  with  regard  to  prospective  a-n  inente. 
.  lj2£itU  Do  you  .fina  .outwwd  IxeightA  to  Indi* 
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at  the  pMMiak  moment  nther  high? — We  get 
coals  cheaper  in  India  when  the  homeward 
frei^ts  are  high,  for  then  ships  are  attracted  to 
Lidis  ti)  bring  home  carpoed ;  it  i:*  the  low 
frtkbto  Irom  India  that  cccate  the  high  prices  of 

1290.  la  not  it  the  fact  tli at  freights  arc  lo>v  in 
liuiia  at  the  present  moment  / — Ergo,  wc  are  now 
paying  high  prices  fur  coals. 

1291.  Wha.t  U  the  price  of  coal  at  Bombay  ? — 
B-jJubuy,  in  die  last  cuQtract,  wa^      s.  2d,;  25 

St  eent  u{H)q  that  brings  it  np  to  69  «.  per  ton. 
eaToca^  q£  the  hmt  fire  jean  i»  36  a  6  tL,  and 
U  per  oent.  up©a  ifaat  !■  8 «.- 10  maktaf  a 
total  of  44  s.  4  r/. ;  t^o  that  at  Boubsj  thsxate  is 
exoeptionally  high  at  present; 

IttSi  Do  not  you  find  that  25  per  cent,  is  a  very 
«mplc  covering  ? — No,  wc  have  not  found  20  per 
eeau  euuugh ;  I  may  tell  you  htjw  we  firtit  came 
uoo  ^is  W  per  eeni.  In  the  eaiiier  days  of  tiie 
Miai|iiliT  Ta  nw  and  tlten  indited  upon  the 
dspfits  w  ilie  Gorerxunent;  in  carrying  on  the 
mall  scr^Ice  they  aUowetl  us  to  remove  coalKfrom 
time  depots,  (Kjmetiinee  payiag  Ba  them>  and 
sometimes  returnmg  in  kind.  When  w«  plid  tat 
them  they  charpetl  us  always  20  per  cent,  upon 
the  cost  price  ;  so  tliat  we  naturally  followed  in 
their  steps,  and  we  now  charge  them  the  same, 
ha(we£nd  that  30  per  cent  lb  not  sufficient. 

1293.  Mr.  Childert.]  Coming  back  to  the  ge- 
neral (jiier^tion  ;  your  coiitracte  now  are  very 
nesrly  unifownj  or  4kej  are  ail  of  them  based 
span  time  betmea  cBfl^nt  {K>rts,  and  not  vpoa 
knots  an  hour? — The  contracts  are  upon  knots 
SO  hour ;  and  them  we  have  a  time  table  which 
we  sgree  widttbePeet  Office  evwyyear,  which 
reduces  it  to  very  muoh  what  is  etatad  in  the 
question. 

1294.  And  upon  that  time  table  yovpenaUee 
md  pceouMtas  ace  oaloabted  ? — Tee. 

ISK,  So  tiiat,  Tffactically,  yon  are  workine 

u|K>u  a  time  table  of  hours  from  port  t<i  ptv^  aM 
sot  upon  a  rate  of  speed  i* — Yea,  it  is  au. 

1296.  Tea  are  aiao  woridag  now  with  re^MOt 
to  all  your  contracts  upon  a  uniform  rule  as  to 
sur>'ey9 ;  that  is  to  jsay,  a  epecial  fiurvey  had  been 
difioontinuod  ? — The  principal  survey  that  is  dis- 
osatjnarKl  is  the  sturrey  iar  meed  before  the 
Tsasds  are  put  upon  the  Ime.  Iji  Sider  to  make 
it  certain  that  we  phould  obtain  our  contract 
i^»eed  upon  the  line,  there  were  clauses  in  all 
of  our  earlier  contracts  requiring  that  every  vessel 
should  mal.c  a  trial  trip,  and  that  she  should  attain 
12  knotii  an  h(jur  when  loaded  to  the  losd  line. 
That  wss,  in  a  cerlldB  aane^  a  guarantee  that 
<he  wodd,  on  tlici  mwngs,  ped&m  bar  work 
Msta. 

1297.  ^fv  jiicstion  was  that  all  your  scr^ncca 
are  now  in  that  reqiect  upon  the  same  footing  ? 
—They  are. 

1298.  Tlioy  are  not,  I  thbk,  qnito  upon  the 
eaiac  luotiug  as  to  notice ;  you  are  working  this 
contniet  from  GtaUe  to  Australia  npontwo  yean* 
ootMe  ?— Yee,  we  aM  wflridng  4k«t  conlnot  upw 
two  years'  notice. 

1299.  All  the  other  parts  of  your  contracts 
are  upon  one  year's  wrtice? — They  are  nowuson 
the  one  yearns  uotism^  they  kaf*  eoene  upon  unt 
by  effluxion  of  time.  Our  main  East  India  and 
Cbiiia  contract  was  taken  in  16.^  for  a  term,  I 
thak^  of  eight  yearsi  aad  that,  of  oooim,  kai 
WIgmnce  expired. 

1800.  So  that  the  whole  of  your  contracts  now, 
in  tact,  are  jirccisely  upon  a  uniform  system  of 
powUiesana  pniniimi%cndaiiiii£anBsyatam.eB 


to  nolia^  aonept  the  Austndiait  contract, 
is  two  years  instead  of  one  year  ? —  Yes ;  the 
Australian  contract  ii^  hardly  to  be  called  a  con- 
tract iin  it  Ktandd  at  present ;  it  is  a  continua- 
tion for  two  years  of  the  old  oontraot,  although 
k  ie  tskenon  knrar  tenns. 

1301.  Still  it  is  correct  to  say  that  all  ynur 
service  is  now  upon  one  footing,  except  in  that 
one  respect  ?— Yefc 

1302.  With  re?pect  to  coBt,  I  think  that  vnu 
stated  that  the  relui-u  put  iu  the  otlier  day  wiis 
inaccurate,  and  that  the  figure  for  the  iSouth- 
ainptOD,  Maneillee,  and  Bombay  eernoe  engbt 
to  oe  48,000/.? — ^Yes;  a  oommnnleatton  -wtB 

made  to  Mr.  Chetwynd  yt  ^terday,  n  '  l,i  ul- 
mitted  ^Mtthe  memor&ndam  we  submitted  to  him 
was  correet,  and  I  may  state  liuA  be  k  prepefed 
ofRcially  to  comet  his  figures. 

1303.  But  the  difference  between  the  two 
would  have  to  be  added  to  one  of  the  other  two 
items  into  which  the  oonttaot  is  divided? — Y«i^ 
the  diiference  between  48,000  f.  and  85,009 1 
would  belong  somewhere  clt^e. 

1304.  It  does  not  belong  to  the  Australian 
aerviae  f — OertaSnly  not  to  that;  it  veqniree  to 
ipread  over  the  others. 

1305.  Therefore  it  belongs  to  Bome  other  part 
of  the  service,  as  to  whii»  yon  have  now  tiw 
same  notice  as  the  Bombay  eeiTiee  ? — Exactly. 

1306.  So  that  in  the  event  of  the  nctico  being 
g^iveu  to  you  upon  the  whole  service  it  makes 
SO  difi'erence  whether  the  48,000  L  belongs  to 
Bombay  or  Caiontta  or  any  oflier  bnoehf^Not 
much;  the  way  we  put  it  to  the  Post  Office  is 
this :  if  you  take  from  us  everythii^  but  the 
Bombay  line,  what  sboold  we  have  left? 

1307.  If  notice  were  given  to  you  as  to  the 
whole  service  it  is  quite  immaterial,  it  is  a  mere 
(question  in  dividing  the  whole  contr.u  t  intu  nec- 
trani^  whether  too  nmch  or  too  little,  shall  uo^ 
be  ettribnted  to  die  Bombety  seedon? — ^It  is  ioK 
material ;  we  arc  naturally  dcsironf  to  have  that 
error  corrected,  because  we  heard  the  other  day 
10  nmch  about  the  enormous  rates  of  subsidy,  in 
connection  with  Bombay,  and  as  the  rate  of  sub- 
sidv  for  l}(*inljav  ia  cxceplioually  low,  wc  were 
wercdcsirou.^  of  having  it  properiv  reprciWjnted. 

130&  Bat  the  lame  amonnt  whieh  would  have 
to  be  dedueted  from  that  item  would  have  to  b«. 
added  to  one  of  the  other  items,  the  whole  being* 
practically  now  one  cfMtnet  ? — ^Exactly. 

1809.  Yoa  itirted,  did  yon  not,  that  yon  did 
not  anticipate  that  at  prcpcnt  passsengers  would 
not  be  much  diverted  from  the  sea  route  by  the 
completion  of  the  railway  between  Bombay  and 
Calcutta? — I  Fcarcely  tlnnk  they  would.  Many 
passengers  coming  from  the  interior  of  In£a,iTani 
the  North-western  Province,*,  mipjht  find  it  more 
convenient,  if  oommunicatiou  existed,  to  comO'' 
down  to  Bombay  or  to  Kurrachee  and  tlieneo* 
to  P.ombav,  and  cmhark  there  instead  of  making  a 
railway  juuruey  to  Calcutta  and  embarking  at 
that  p£tuie. 

1310.  But  with  respect  to  Calcutta  and  Madraa 
individual  passengers,  you  think  that  they  wtmld 

rather  lose  time  by  poinp  round  by  Galle  than  bo 
sotf^t  to  the  incoDvenieuce  of  having  that  kind< 
of  Iran.*  h  i  pm  ent  at  Bombay  ? — I  think  (ney  would; , 
the  conveyance  of  their  ba£rs;a!:i!;c  and  pcrH*inal 
effects  would  £»nn  an  important  item  iu  tlii«  cal- 
enlation. 

1311.  Yon  compared  that  with  the  Marseilles, 
reute;  but  is  not  tiicrc  this  difference,  that  from- 
London  to  Marseilles  involves  three  tranship- 
ments  on  lha  wi^?— That  may  perheps  enter.- 
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C.  fV,      iiiloijiecakulntionsofthose  who  Imve  to  adopt  one 
Umceii,  Y^ix.  course  or  the  oUier ;  but  the  facjlitie*,  M  between 
~T         London  and  MtneHles,  are  great,  and  I  slicnilil 
*i8^       imntjine  that  railway  travelling  in  Euro])e  must 
differ  very  much  from  railway  travelling  in  India. 

1812.  Wliftt  it  the  time  occupied  on  the  Toy- 
acc  from  Sues  to  QttS\»,  do  joa  renieniber?~» 
oixteen  days. 

1S18.  ^\  hat  is  tlic  time  from  Suez  to  Calcutta,^ 
■  at  present? — ^Four  hundred  and  ninety-nine bonn. 
1314.  That  ia  21  days?— Yes. 
l.'Jl.T.  From    Suez    to   Boniliay,  -what  is  the 

time  ?— Three  hundred  and  twelve  hours,  equal  to 
13  clftyfl. 

1316.  Yon  do  not  think  that  thnt  clifFercnce  in 
the  sea  voyage  would  be  sutlicient  to  induce  Cal* 
cutta  passengers  to  go  to  Bombay? — Jiy  own 
opinion  iti  tlmt  it  would  not^ 

1317.  Supposing  that  such  a  course  were 
adopted  by  the  Government  as  to  estjiljlislnn^ 
a  weekly  mail  between  Suez  and  Bombvy,  and 
supposing,  which  von  think  ifl  not  tfrobnble,  tlmt 
tlio  Galle  and  Calcutta  line  wonld  oe  practically 
little  used,  would  your  ships  it  11  with  passengers 
from  China  twice  a  month  and  from  Australia 
once  a  month,  by  Gallo  to  Suez? — Notnt  .ill 
seasons.  There  is  i\n»  peculiarity  about  our 
service  ;  it  is  like  the  title  :  it  is  one  way  one  six 
months  of  the  jeur^and  the  other  way  the  other 
■IX  months.  Oar  Tesaeli  arc,  comparatively 
speaking,  empty  going  outwards  in  the  sprinL^ 
of  the  year,  as  at  the  present  season,  and  loaded 
coming  homo ;  and  in  ^  autumn  it  is  exsetly 
the  opposite. 

1318.  Is  that  the  case  with  respect  to  China? 
— Yes. 

1319.  To  the  same  extent  as  to  India  f-'Not 
perhaps  to  the  same  extent. 

1320.  Is  it  the  case  with  respect  to  AupfraU.>\? 
— Yes;  the  Australians,  for  some  reason,  have 
fallen  into  the  fashion  of  going  out  in  September, 
0(  t(  bcr,  and  Korember,  and  coming  lM»ne  in  the 
spring. 

1821.  Do  any  oonridemble  number  of  Auatzft> 
Han  passengem  go  by  your  line? — ^Not  a  T«ry 
lari^e  number. 

\',V2'2.  You  discounvije  it,  do  not  you ? — No; 
we  like  to  have  as  many  as  we  can  accommodatei, 
but  we  are  in  some  diffioulty  in  the  matter;  the 
steamer  from  China,  the  steamer  from  Calcutta, 
and  the  steamer  from  Australia,  meet  at  Galle, 
and  passengtts  have  to  come  on  from  there 
in  one  vessel*  or  rather  the  same  vessel  that 
leaves  Calcutta  and  comes  for  Suez. 

13'J3.  Are  not  your  iia^senper  rates  from 
Australia  such  as  practicaliy  to  discourage  Aus- 
tralom  passengers? — By  no  means;  our  rates 
from  Australia  are  much  lower  in  proportion, 
taking  a  rate  per  naile,  than  our  rates  with  other 
distant  places,  with  China  and  Calcutta. 

1324.  But  are  not  yonr  rates  with  Australia 
so  much  in  excess  of  tlio  sailing  rates  to  Australia, 
•  that  VdU  tfdce  only  a  very  small  proportion  of 

passengers?— We  take  a  small  proportion  oom* 
pared  with  lite  number  trsTelling ;  but  it  is  diffi- 
cuU  to  ?ay  what  the  rate  by  a  .sailing  ship  in, 
because  sailing  ships  will  take  pa.«eenger3  at  one 
price  if  they  cannot  get  them  at  another. 

I32,j.  Ih  not  it  the  ca.-c  that  the  proportion  of 
Australiau  pa*!<jcugcrs  was  for  a  short  time  very 
much  larger  than  it  is  now  by  your  lines,  and  by 
the  other  company  that  came  up  to  jSuez  ? — No ; 
I  think  we  are  carrying  more  Australian  passen- 

fcrrs  tiow  than  perhaps  we  liave  done  at  any  time, 
am  speaking  of  through  passengers. 


1326'.  Are  the  Committee  to  imderstand  thst 
it  is  your  opinion  that  the  China  and  Anstrsliaa 
passages  would,  excepting  in  the  slaok  season, 
fairly  fill  your  shi])s  if  the  line  was  limited  to 
them  ? — They  would,  perhaps,  at  certain  seasons ; 
in  the  busy  season  I  think  we  should  have  foil 
ships  from  Cslcntta,  Chini^  and  Aomtcalia  to- 
getner. 

1927.  Sii^poabig  Iftat  the  Galle  and  Calcutta 
•errice  came  to  very  litde,  and  that  the  ships 
from  $nex  to  Galle  and  from  Galle  to  Snez 

practically  took  only  the  China  and  Australian 
passengers,  would  they  be  sufficient  to  fill  your 
ships,  except  in  the  sladc  times? — tiiink  there 
are  some  months  in  the  year  when  we  should  fill, 
under  those  circumstances. 

1328.  Do  you  ever  have  to  run  duplicate  8hi[« 
from  Galle  to  Suez,  or  from  Suez  to  Galle,  in 
crowded  seasons  ? — We  have  done  so,  but  when 
we  have  done  it,  it  h;us  always  resulted  in  loss. 
If  we  have  done  it,  we  have  done  it  for  the  ao> 
oommodaiion  of  the  public,  and  to  relieye  onr> 
selves  of  pressure  upon  the  ordinary  vessel?; 
but  seeing  that  the  vessel  has  to  go  entirely 
empty  one  way,  our  rate  of  passage-money 
has  not  been  sufBoaent  to  cover  the  donUe 
voyage. 

1329.  If  your  China  service  were  reduced  to 
one  ship  a  month,  and  that  were  oonnected  wh^ 
tlie  Australian  serrioe  at  Chile,  wo«dd  yon  fill 

ship,  do  you  think,  satisfactorily  with  pas- 
eengens? — I  think  there  noight  be  passeogets 
enough  to  iill  one  ship  a  month.  Ihe  serrioe 
was  in  tliat  condition  for  a  time,  but  the  neces- 
sity uf  a  double  line  was  very  soon  felt,  and  felt 
in  a  manner  diat  Ttty  soon  brought  abovt  ill 
restoration. 

1S30.  The  necesnty  of  a  double  line  from 

where? — A  double  line  from  Bombay  to  China, 
creaiiug  a  double  line  from  England  to  China. 

1331.  Was  it  the  nart  of  me  line  between 
Galle  and  Cliina  which  became  so  crowded  that 
you  were  required  to  double  it? — It  was  the 
absence  of  the  postal  oommunication  that  led  to 
oompkint  on  tiie  m*tter>  and  to  the  restoration 
of  the  double  mul 

1332.  I  am  speaking  of  pas.-icngcrs ;  and  I 
want  to  know  whether  the  passenger  service  be- 
tween  Cluna  and  Galle,  conneeted  with  the 
Australian  service  between  China  and  Oalle,  w.ii 
more  than  suihcient  for  one  monthly  communica- 
tion ?  —I  think  it  would  be  found  to  be  more 
than  sufficient  for  a  monthly  coaunnnioalioB  at 
the  present  time. 

1333.  Do  you  give  that  as  the  result  of  figures? 
— I  am  now  speaking  without  %ures,  and  it  is 
ratiier  hazardous,  perhaps,  to  state  anything 

positively  ujxin  thii^  niatti  i\ 

1334.  When  the  complaint  as  to  the  service  to 
China  bdng  only  cnce  a  month  was  so  strong, 
there  wa.s  no  other  pisfal  8cr\-icG  except  vonrs, 
was  there  ?— There  was  no  other  at  that  titue. 

133.').  Now  there  is  the  monthly  French  eer- 
Tioe,  is  there  not  ? — There  is  the  French  service 
now,  monthly. 

133G.  Considering  that  monthly  French  ser- 
vice, which  is  to  last  for  many  years,  are  you  of 
opinion  that,  between  you,  the  passenger  senries 
from  China  to  Europe,  is  more  than  sufficient  for 
two  boatii  a  month  ? — I  think  it  is  rather  difficult 
to  bring  us  into  comparbon  with  the  French 
steamers  at  all.  Under  the  terms  of  the  French 
contract,  they  have  to  carry  a  yery  lai^  iftunher 
of  Goyeniment  officials,  and,  also,  troojw.  I 
(dwerved  yesterday  in  the  " Times"  the  arrtTal 
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of ono  of  thoir  Bteatnor^  at  Gnllf,  ^\irli  200  pai*- 
ttsagen.  Many  of  tho«e  are  probably  not  what 
«e  Bhoald  call  iraMeiifi;ei«. 

jAte^ii^tio  tiovwi  iiiiiciil  utiicerjii!' — Yea;  hut  now, 
UKler  au>  un-a)i(;t;meiit  which,  perha)>3,  ia 
net  before  the  (.'oiumitfL',  we  do  not  know 
tlie  (iiftinction  bctwoou  Government  i)a.«.st?nger8 
udonlinarv  pabai  ngere,  as  we  fonnerly  (lidj  we 
iweiTe  tbe  eame  rate  of  payment  for  both. 

1338.  Yon  receiTo  the  sanie  rate  of  payment, 
l>ut  !<til!  M'li  kiiiiw  ii.-  a  f;u.t.  tlwil  1,011  are  paid  l)y 
ihe  Govei'uineiii  tui  Guveriuucut  ^uistieugere,  do 
rou  not? — lu  eomc  caBos  we  are;  in  oukerawe 
receive  an  order  from  Gttvernmpnt  to  ])niviHo  a 
DM^age  fur  8u-and-60,  who  b going  out  on  ottii  ial 
MRMH^  bot  w«  do  not  Always  know  v.  lu  tlicr  n 
pMKDgitt  payi  liis  paeaage-money  out  of  hia 
own  {Mcket,  or  whetner  it  is  paid  to  him  by  the 
Oorerniucut,  as  be  pays  m. 

133^.  Still,  without  koowiug  tiie  fact  in  each 
ctte,!*  there  anv  doubt  that  a  large  proportion  of 
ihf  parfseugere  from  China  arc  iiubllc  sorvnnta? 
—A  \ery  confide rablt*  pro]>uitiuu,  lioia  China 
particularly,  eeeiug  that  there  is  always  a  fleet 
there,  and  et^pccialiy  ciuce  the  conuuunication  has 
be«n  opened  up  with  Ja]»an. 

1340.  Do  yon  work  luii'moniously  with  the 
Mett^eriea  Impei  ialesi  aa  to  rates  and  fares '/ — 
Bntir^  eo ;  ire  are  on  the  meet  friendly  terms 
vith  them. 

\Ml.  And  in  fixing  their  time  table,  (lioy  had 
■  !rn  r.^jard  tO  your  time  table,  had  they  not? — 
i  think  they  were  guided  by  our  time  table. 

l.'M2.  Did  they  send  you  over  no  communica- 
tion?— Personal  coninmnications  t<uik  jilaci' ;  and, 
with  regard  to  fixing  the  dates  of  departure*  they 
Maeoroplete  knowledge  of  what  our  movemente 
werts  II"  <lonht  tboy  were  uuidcd  by  that  in 
fixing  their  own  times  of  de[)arturc ;  but  it  would 
be  a  more  difficult  thing  than  appears  at  first 
aglit  to  xvoik  tlie  Ki  vioc  alifriiutcly. 

la4o.  hi  the  lirct  jilacc,  il  euuld  not  work  at 
present  alternately,  because  their  service  is  a 
wntUy  «ervioe»  and  any  such  eervioe  as  would 
k  propoeed  must  be  a  fortnightly  service  ?— Yes; 
r.ij'l  ilifii  a.-"  lH't\V('t'ii  Gallc  ami  Lliiiia,  tlioy  goto 
diugon;  and  then  a^aio,  they  du  nut  call  at 
Peoang,  whereas  we  have  to  call  at  Penangr; 
the\  make  a  dhorterstay  n-::rii:i  n*  Sin;^:i])oro  tlian 
we  Ju ;  we  are  obliged  lo  make  rather  a  longer 
•by  there  than  we  like. 

i344.  To  thoee  places,  Peaaog  for  instance, 
the  serrtee  would  be  only  a  montuy  eerriee,  and 

■Dt  fortui-btly  V — Yv^. 

134u  There  would  be  incoDvcnicnecH  uf  tiiat 
lind?— Yes. 

1346.  Ts  tlifir  time  of  arrival  from  Hong 
Ktaa  to  Suez  diilerent  from  yours  — The  rate 
iperaed  in  their  contract,,  of  whioh  I  have  heire 
t  espy,  is  much  tbe  same  as  ours. 

1347.  Is  their  acttial  time-table  for  the  same 
time  a£  your« — 1  tliink  it  i»  all  based  upon  a 
i^kwlatiqw  of  the  same  rate  per  mile.  I  observe 
is  die  last  reptvt  which  they  made  to  tibeir 
shareholder^- .  ainl  mt  be  ttcrniithority  ran  be  given 
than  their  own  rtiKJi  t  lo  their  shareholders,  they 
uj :  'fhe  Hteamers  engaged  in  your  service 
have  realised,  as  in  1863,  an  avcra<!re  ppeed  of  9^ 
knot*,  which,  for  a  general  avcr;\f:o,  is  rather 


1348.  Comiag  to  this  side  of  Alexandria, 
litteyou  considered  the  jiros^^eot  of  some  Italian 

r:  I  I  ill;.'  ii-ed  •I'?  your  tcruiiuti.'^  on  this  side? — 
i  ts,  we  have  cousidered  it  very  much,  and  have 


taken  Btcp^'to  procure  infimnation  bearing  upon 
that  suhject. 

1349.  What  is  the  opinion  of  your  company 

upon  that  subject? — I  hardly  know  how  to  give 
o]>iniou8  when  I  represent  the  Board,  but  I 
think  from  the  information  we  !iav<>  rolU-cied, 
that  we  would  look  upon  IJaples  01  Kolti^io  as 
far  better  portf  for  the  mail  service  tlian  liriniiisi. 

1350.  Kcggio  would  be  almost  in  your  lioCy 
would  it  not,  from  Marseilles  to  Alexandria? — 
We  do  not  at  present  take  that  line.  The 
French  take  that  line ;  iln  y  go  by  the  straits 
of  Messina,  and  they  do  not  go  to  Alalta. 

1351.  For  the  direct  service  between  Mar- 
polllea  and  Alexandria,  Rejjgio  is  ne  arly  aTl  liut 
touched  at,  \6  it  not? — \es,  and  a  line  by  that 
part  of  Italy  would  bring  us  into  connection  with 
the  producing  portions^  of  Italy,  and.  the  con* 
suming  part.s  a1»o,  it  would  bring  os  into  con* 
noL'tion  with  tlio  richer  ]ir  ivinrcr  of  Italy.  The 
Other  side  is  a  poorer  di^^trict,  and  the  reports 
whieh  we  have  had  of  the  Port  of  Brindiat  are 
at  present  qiiitc  nnfavourablc  an  rrgaitlis  its  sui^ 
ability  for  the  tuniiinus  of  the  mail  service. 

1.^52.  Supposing  that  a  weekly  eervict;  wn* 
established  to  Bombay,  should  you  conceive  that 
a  weekly  service  between  Alexandria  and  South- 
ampton would  be  necessary  in  a  pas-cnj^rr  point 
of  view  ? — I  think  we  sliould  find  it  necessary, 
not  perha))s  strictly  speaking  in  connection  with 
tbe  India  .ifr\i.;t'.  but  tlu-re  are  a  j^rcat  many 
passeugeri*  travelling  between  England  and  the 
ports  of  the  Mediterranean. 

13.53.  You  do  not  touch  at  Lisbon,  do  you  ?— 
No,  our  Peninsular  service  has*  been  discontinued 
altoi^ctlicr. 

1354.  AV^ould  the  Malta,  Gibraltar,  and 

tian  passengers  be  sufficient  in  number  to  justiiy 
?neli  a  service  in  a  iiassfiiL^or  point  nf  -view? — I 
cannot  say  that;  we  are  now  working  that  part  of 
tbe  line  in  a  different  manner  to  what  it  used  to 
be  worked ;  wc  formerly  ran  very  much  larger 
ships  between  Southampton  and  Alexaiulria, 
than  we  did  between  Marseille?  and  Alexandria, 
for  which  line  we  had  special  vessels ;  we  now 
work  the  ships  round  in  a  manner  which  brings 
each  of  them  in  turn  upon  the  Alexandria  and 
Marseilles  part  of  the  line. 

1355.  Your  Marseilles  pa^iaengers  are  not 
transhipped  at  ^lalui? — Xo.  tbey  go  through. 

1356.  Do  you  alvvayjj  atop  at  (iibraltar  ? —  Yea, 
just  for  a  few  lioui-s  only. 

1357.  Supposing  it  were  proposed  not  to  have 
a  boat  every  week  from  Sontnampton,  you  do  not 
tliink  tluit  that  would  at  all  diniinl-li  the  ch.nrgc 
for  the  conti.u  t  ?^ — T  do  not  think  it  would,  be- 
cause there  is  not  onh-  the  passengers  to  be  con- 
sidered, but  what  is  quite  as  important,  the  cargo 
and  the  specie ;  anything  which  interferes  with 
our  present  ability  meeting  the  public  wants 
in  the  transmiBBon  of  cargo,  specie,  and  so  on, 
wonld  bear  yery  mnch  upon  t^e  qneetion  of  the 
subsidy  which  wc  shoultl  require  for  carrying  on 
the  purely  postal  service. 

1858.  Cknn^  back  to  the  question  of  cargo, 
have  ynu  snfticicnt  earcrn  from  China  to  India, 
and  ovi  ilaud,  to  justily  a  twice  a  uiuntli  boat,  it' 
the  Government  mi  not  require  it  for  mail  pur- 
poses ? — At  some  aenaona  we  shoidd  not ;  that 
very  second  China  line  which  we  sj>oke  of  is  an 
illnj+tration  :  bt  L^an  to  i  nn  it  at  a  time  when  wt' 
had  no  subsidy  for  it;  but  wc  fcund  that  the 
time  was  approaching  when  wc  must  give  it  np. 
and  we  th.  i  eCi  i  .■  iufi»nued  the  GovernnuMit  that 
we  were  al>oiit  to  give  it  up,  and  that  led  to  tbiur 
I  giving 


C.  If'. 
Houfll,  Esq. 

ao  April 
«8W. 


Digitized  by  Google 


68 


xinurss  of  btidbitcx  takek  bsvore  thx 
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iI«Kf",  Esq. 

io  April 


givini^  us  a  moderate  rate  subsidy  to  con- 
tinue it. 

13o9.  That  is  the  extra  service  for  which  yuu 
got  24,CMW/.  ?— Ye.-*.  2,000/.  the  n^und  Toyage 
between  Hong  Kong  and  Bombay. 

1360.  ChairmnM.}  I  preaome  that  die  public 
of  tin:-  (  oimdy  have  no  interest  in  that  part  of 
the  voyiige  which  lies  between  Bombay  an<l 
Gillie?—!  thinlc  th^  liave,  for  it  is  availed  of  to 
a  certain  extent  by  piu^scngcr?  at  Hcasous  of  the 
year  when  we  arc  prcf^scd  for  room  in  the  direct 
steamers  for  China;  we  then  give  the  jKi-tsen^crs 
the  opportDiiity  of  going  by  one  of  the  Bombay 
steamers  whicn  are  n«ver  sn  fall,  and  proceeding 
to  China,  after  tlic  Cnlru'ta  und  Aii  trallan  pas- 
sengera  have  left  the  vessel  at  Galle,  vacating 
a  certun  amount  of  the  accomiiiodation.  Many 
pa8i<enL;er:i  in  omr  bu«y  season  go  to  China  by 
way  of  BonibaA". 

1361.  Mr.  Vhildera.']  Do  not  Ai!rti;iiiaii  pas- 
seogers  frequently  come  up  to  Bombay  ? — They 
do  eometimes ;  we  eometimps  pve  thorn  nn  open 
ticket.  When  our  amnt.  in  Aiirti  ilia,  i<  awurt! 
that  the  steamer  at  Galle  is  likely  to  be  very  full, 
he  issues  a  ticket  to  the  nassentrer,  which  enables 
hint  to  proceed  to  England  ffa  Bombny  at  the 
&anic  rate  of  fare.  Wo  do  not  then  make  any 
cbai'<!:c  for  the  extra  distance  that  he  goes  over. 

1362.  The  China  service  is  necessarily  ex- 
tended, is  it  not,  from  Galle  to  Bombay,  in  ordor 
to  make  your  stcaincrs  fit  in? — It  i*  so. 

1363.  They  all  go  to  Bombay  to  be  docked,  do 
they  not? — les;  Bombay  now  is  becoming  a 
very  larj^e  ar-^i  iial. 

So  that  nothintr  would  be  mved  by  the 
China  wtutniet  being  only  to  Galle ?'i^I  do  not 
think  it  would  save  aiiythmg. 

T.V>.>.  U  tliere  any  service  now  from  Calcutta 
to  Singapore? — I  am  not  aware  that  there  i?  any 
regular  service.  Steamers  have  been  running 
freciuently.  "We  tried  it  at  one  time ;  we  luid  no 
contract,  but  we  ran  steamenj  on  the  line,  we 
found  that  it  did  not  pay,  and  wo  very  s<x>n  gave 
it  up. 

13Gfi.  i  hiiirniuH.'\  Is  there  not  any  loral  Indian 
Company  which  hat?  a  «)ntract  for  that  aervice? 
— I  am  not  aware  that  they  have  a  contract. 

1367.  I  mean  the  same  company  that  has  a 
contract  from  Bombay  to  Buseorui,  and  from 
Madras  to  Rangotm  ? — I  cannot  answer  to 
whctlier  they  ha\c  any  contract.  I  think  not 
with* the  Home  Government. 

13G>^.  T  Tiiean  with  the  Indian  Government ? — 
I  really  uanaot  say. 

l.'J69.  Mr,  Chililrrs.']  Have  you  any  contract 
with  the  Dutch  Government?— No,  we  have  not. 

1370.  The  service  between  Batavia  and  Sin- 
gaj)ore  is  a  service  that  yoti  have  hd  (  (inncction 
with  now  ? — We  have  no  connecti(»n  with  it. 

1371.  You  u.-«ed  to  liave,  did  you  not? — We 
ran  the  Aur-tntllan  line  for  a  whi'f  iVom  Slnga- 

tiorc,  not  via  lorres  Straits  as  is  now  projK)sed, 
>ni  from  ^nj^pore  to  Matama  and  King  George's 
Sound. 

1372.  Had  you  not,  for  a  short  time,  a  serTtoe 

in  cininci  tinii  with  tlic  Dntdi  Govcriuncnt  to 
Batavia? — No  actual  service:  wc  had  au  aecnt 
at  Balaria,  and  we  took  passengeiv  from  %ere 
by  our  vesssels. 

1373.  Have  you  not  had  any  service  to  Ma- 
nilla?—Yea,  we  had  at  one  time,  but  we  were 
then  under  a  contract  with  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment, not  with  the  English  Government. 

1374.  That  has  been  given  up,  haa  it  not?— 
Yes. 


1375.  Do  yott  know  how  the  Manilla  pasjen- 

fers  get  to  and  from  England  ? — No,  I  do  not; 
believe  that  they  arc  m  difficidty  about  it  at 
timc^.  The  .Sjjanish  (lovernnn'iit,  T  iHL'd  nut 
say,  ai-e  very  tenacious  of  granting  the  use  f£ 
thdr  flag,  in  fact  they  would  give  us  no  ftdlitisi 
iti  nil,  and  WO  found  it  imposnble  to  work  tbt 
service. 

1376.  Yon  have  a  Ja][MHi  Nrriee,  have  yon 

not  ? — We  arc  now  running  our  ve^^sels  once  a 
fortnight  rcL'ttlarly  between  Shanghai  and  Japan; 
we  began  running  once  a  month,  but  we  hare 
now  been  for  some  time  running  once  a  fortnight 
We  receive  no  snbi>idy  upon  that  line,  and  we  are 
now  before  tli"  (Jovernment  with  a  claim  for  a 
subsidy,  because  there  would  be  seasons  when  we 
should  have  probably  to  discontinue  it  as  regiidi 
our  commercial  purpc-c?. 

1377.  The  French  Company,  if  1  remember 
rightly,  ii  ^ubsidi.-icd  up  to  Japan? — ^Yes;  their 
original  contract  includes  Japan,  as  it  does 
Mauritius. 

1:578.  Is  the  Mauritius  rvicc  in  your  handa 
now?  — It  is  at  this  moment;  we  make  our  hut 
voy^e  in  Jnne. 

1.'179.  That  is  under  ac<mtract  with  the  colony, 
I  think  ?--Our  contract,  strictly  speaking,  is  with 
the  English  Government,  the  Knglisli  Post 
Ofhce  acting  in  the  matter  as  the  agents  of  ths 
Mauritius  tJovemment. 

l.SHO.  So  that  i:  n  ally  a  contract  in  which 
the  colony  alone  have  an  interest  ? — They  have 
the  whole  interest. 

1381.  And  that  is  coming  to  *a  end? — Tbatia 
now  cfmiing  to  an  end. 

13^<-^  Do  you  know  what  ii  to  be  substituted 
for  it  ? — The  Government  have  acceptetl  a  tender 
for  a  service  by  another  Company  between  Maii> 
ritin."  and  Point  de  Galle,  wh^  re  it  will  ioiii  thi? 
Company's  lines.  This  will  bring  Mauritius  into 
more  direct  oommunieation  with  Australia,  and 
they  will  have  the  F rench  line  to  and  from  Eiirotic, 

1383.  \\''ill  that  junction  be  in  connection  with 
the  Messageriee  uaperialcf,  or  in  conneotion 
witli  you  ? — In  connection  with  n^-,  1  believe. 

1384.  Is  not  there  a  Frcnth  line  in  connection 
with  the  Mef«sagcrie8  Impcrialcs  to  Mauritius? — 
Yes ;  the  communication  with  Mauritius  is  one 
of  the  original  conditions  of  lihe^  com  tract ;  they 
wcro  to  take  If  up  at  a  certnin  jirriisd.  I  would 
like  to  state  with  regai'dtothe  Maiiritiii-i  s^ics^ 
that  it  excni])liHi's  in  a  great  measure  tiio  dilBenl^ 
against  which  we  have  tocoTitcn<],  wlien.  iVoni  any 
cause,  the  jiassenger  trattic  ur  tiic  cargo  traffic 
upon  a  line  is  diminished.  We  were  receiving 
^at  might  be  considered  a  very  liberal  rate  <h 
subsidy  upon  the  Mauritius  line;  in  fact  more 
than  doul)lo  what  wc  are  now  receiving  upon  the 
Bombay  Uuc  ;  but  it  was  always  a  poor  payiue 
line,  and  when  the  French  eame  upon  it,  we  found 
that  wc  wrro  actually  making  a  neavy  loa?,  and 
were  compelled  to  give  notice  to  the  Knglirih 
Government,  and  through  tiiem  to  Mauritius,  that 
we  must  withdraw  oiir  ve«sels;  and  they  are  to 
be  withdrawn  now  veiy  shortly,  notwithstandiug 
th.at  the  service  was  being  perrarmed  by  two  most 
inexpensive  vessels. 

1380.  Those  vesselB  ran  from  Aden,  did  Aey 
not  ? — They  ran  to  Sur ^. 

1386.  Did  you  not  at  first  run  fn>m  Aden?— 
Yes :  but  wo  fbund  that  it  was  very  objection- 
able. Passengers  had  to  be  transferred  to  a  vessel 
in  which  the  accommodati«m  was  already  occu- 
pied by  passengers  coming  from  longer  distances; 
a  process  tbat  always  gives  rise  to  great  diaeatis' 
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faction.  tho«e  who  are  on  bontl  tiie  vcgr>el« 
ubjocting;  fo  n  frosh  lot  of  pa.«srnrfpr-?  rrn\viliiiLf  ia 
upon  thciii,  ami  t!i<*Ke  who  arriv  t*  fuidint;  tlic  best 
acoocuTnodation  pre-occupied. 

1387.  Did  not  your  haviue  to  go  lo  Sue?  in> 
stead  of  to  Aden  vcrv  maoh  iwd  to  vour  cxpennc  ? 
— Wc  took  the  contract  origiiuilly  rt-.nu  M;uiritiu> 
to  Aden,  and  vrc  received  an  extra  amount  when 
wfl  consented  to  go  on  to  Su«z. 

1388.  At  one  time  the  Australian  line  was  by 
tbc  Mauritius,  wae  it  not? — It  waa. 

1S89,  But  it  did  not  work  at  all,  and  tou  had 
to^re  it  up  ? — It  was  not  found  to  work  well. 

ISfO.  Sir  ffenrif  Rawlinsm.'\  Do  you  carry 
the  mails  to  Japnu  now  ? — YcrJ,  we 

lS9i.  And  TOU  ffet  no  remuuoratiou  for  tbatf 
—We  do  not.  The  Post  Office  avail  themselvM  of 
that  lin.  in  the  same  manner  as  they  avail  tliem- 
s«i?f-  >>t  aiiy  other  line  in  reapect  of  which  wc 
reoei^  e  a  s'ubsidy :  they  send  eTerTtfarngtoJ^Mn 
u  they  do  on  other  lines. 

1392,  And  you  receive  no  remuneration  ? — No ; 
we  receive  none  whatever.  And  I  may  state  that 
the  Imperial  interest  ia  ^;reatlj  served  bj  the 
oirtenee  of  that  tine,  aa  it  mipenedea  the  con- 
stant neccrifity  of  sendiiip;  t^hipe  of  war  vitli 
deepatche6  between  the  ports  of  Japan  and 
China. 

1393.  With  regard  to  tlie  pai^^enger  traffic  as 
between  Suez  and  Bombay  and  Sue?  and  C  ul- 
cutta,  have  you  considered  that  Calcutta  is  only 
%  terminus,  that  it  ie  dependent  for  the  auytply 
of  pasRengere  on  the  feeden  from  the  upper 
rouiitrv,  and  tlkat  Rccortlingly  as  the  lines*  are 
oiiencil  to  Jiombay,  a  large  ^rtion  of  the  pas- 
MDfera  tiiat  have  been  coming  to  Calcutta,  in 
arfpr  to  n-pt  on  Ixiard  ^  ntir  vessels',  uill  coino  to 
Bombay  as  the  nearest  port  of  shipment.  Ynu 
must  not  consider  the  j>a«senger8  as  rrt.  ri  ing 
merely  to  Calcutta,  but  as  referring  to  t^e  whole 
of  the  north-weet  of  India;  and  of  course,  in  both 
poiii:;  :(nd  ooniiiif^.  thry  will  ropair  to  tlic  port 
which  is  nearest  and  most  accesaible  'i — Exactly. 

UM.  And  that  when  the  Bnei  aeoordinclybe* 
tween  Agra  and  Bombay  are  once  opened,  your 
psMenger  supply  from  C'alcutta  will  necessarily 
liDeff?- — Nottoubt.  1  think  T  stated,  in  an  auHwer 
lo  a  question  from  the  Chairman,  that  probably 
may  «f  the  passengers  who  were  in  the  interior 
tflodia,  instead  of  pro'Tcilini]^  to  Calcntta.  woidd, 
iriieB  tJie  railway  was  completed,  proceed  to 
Bonibay  or  to  Kurraehee,  and  thence  to  Bombay. 

1395.  T)o  ytni  not  think  that  that  would  be 
much  the  largest  pi-oi)ortion,  Calcutta  itself  being 
a  mat  aingto  town,  and  your  great  8up|dy  of 
■Heengere  oooaing  from  the  upper  nroTineee  of 
iB^a  ?— We  look  to  Calcutta  and  Madias  both ; 
our  line  on  that  aide  of  India eerres  both  Gdoutta 
utd  Madras. 

1396.  The  greater  pert  of  the  Madnia  Proai- 
dem^also  will  be  i-h  i;  tly  i:  ca^y  cominunication 
vidi  Bombay  and  all  (he  Deo^an,  will  it  not? — 
Tee;  bntwiiat  I  feel  a  douht  ahout  is  whether 
pssBengers  will  avail  tliemselves  of  the  railway 
if  they  have  the  opportunity  of  travelling  by 
steamers. 

1397.  But  yott  feel  that  whenever  the  distance 
via  ftvoar  of  tiae  western  coast  they  will  natn- 

Tally  repair  to  that  in  preforence  to  going  to  the 
eastern  coast? — JMo  doubt  We  must  be  pre- 
p>Rd,ef  oonrse,  for  a  diminution  in  the  number 
ef  passengers  ofiTering  at  Calcutta  and  Madras 
when  railway  commumcatioa  is  opcDcd  all  ever 
hulia,  dioe  is  no  i^aeBtion  about  that. 
«43. 


1398.  Jfr.  LairtLl  You  stated  that  the  speed      C.  W, 
of  the  French  line  to  India  if  the  «anie  a?  yours?  /f«ad%  Es4|. 
— Yes;  the  engagement  in  their  tHHitract  is  to 

l)erfonn  91  knots  an  hour  upon  their  main  lines,  ^P*"" 
and  f)  knot*  an  hour  upon  their  subsidiary  lino.a.  '866, 

1399.  Do  you  know  what  the  8i>eed  of  the 
Cunard  steamer-  i-  ? — There  wa;"  a  Parliamentary 
Paper  published  in  1861,  embracing  three  years 
of  their  working.  I  have  reduced  it  to  a  snnimary, 
and  I  cr»:)  ."tatc  the  result  r,r  it.  The  merage 
working  of  the  Cunard  steamers  for  the  years 
1859,  I8r>0,  and  1H61.  comes  Out  at  9  knots  and 
7  fathoms,  nearly  10  knots. 

1400.  Is  that  taken  from  a  Parliament arj' 
Return?— That  is  taken  from  a  Parliamentary 
Keturn.  It  is  brought  down  only  to  1862,  but  at 
that  time  some  of  their  finest  veeselsi  such  as  the 
"Scotia"  and  the  "Persia,"  were  on  the  line. 
There  are  cases  in  which  the  voyage  hn<;  been 
performed  at  12|  and  even  13  knots.  But  I 
would  like  to  state  to  the  Committee  with  regard 
to  that  service,  wliich  of  course  everybody  admits 
is  most  admirably  perfonned,  and  by  the  finest 
vessels  afloat,  that  the  same  thing  occurs  as  with 
us,  that  there  is  a  difference  between  their  best 
Voyages  and  tliose  wliieli  arc  not  t^o  gwA  ;  nnd 
looking  to  the  circumstance  tliat  their  voyage  is 
nothinc  like  eo  long  as  ours,  if  the  wariation  were 
extended  to  voyage*  a?  loiifr  as  ours,  it  woidd 
represent  as  much  difTercuce  lis  occurs  between 
our  best  and  Avor.*t  voyages  upon  our  longer  lines. 

1401.  Chairmnn.'\  lioes  that  average  which 
you  are  referring  to  relnte  to  homeward  voyages 
or  to  vuvnpcseach  way?  -  IvkIi  wjr  . 

1402.  Mr.  Laird.'l  It  is  an  avera;^cfor  years? 
— ^Yes,  an  averu;e  for  years;  and  this  return 
fliow  exactly  1  knot  and  ^  thpcrln  ur  diflercncc, 
(>n  the  average,  between  the  outward  vt*)age,s  aud 
tlie  homeward  voyagee, 

1403.  Chairman.  \  The  iact  being  that  at  the 
end  of  a  speedy  voyage  our  attention  is  more 
attnic  ted  to  the  good  veyagea  than  to  the  bad 
ones?— -Yes, 

1404.  If  you  were  to  look  at  New  York  the 
converse  woidd  he  the  ea.^e,  and  wc  should  be- 
come Letter  acq^uaintcd  witli  slower  voyages? — 
Yes;  just  theaameasitisuponour  Australianline. 
We  have  been  vei^  successful  in  delivering  on* 
Austmlian  mails  in  England,  and  at  Point  de 
Galle  !il.-o  ;  hut  wc  have  not  heen  so  sueee-f-rul 
in  our  delivery  in  Sydney.  Therefore  almost 
all  the  complaints  that  we  hear  of  about  the 
Australian  service  are  from  the  Australian  end  of 
the  Hue,  and  in  tlie  Australian  papers,  aud  from 
the  Australian  Government. 

1405.  What  do  you  think  it  arises  from  ? — It 
arises  from  llie  great  difficulty  of  performing  the 
outward  voyage  98  compared  with  the  homeward 
voyage, 

1406.  ICr.  Laird.']  It  has  been  stated  that  the 
Indian  seas  are  mti'  fi  easier  to  navip^ate,  and  that 
the  average  Pi)eed  can  be  better  kept  up  there 
than  in  tne  Atlantic;  what  is  your  exj>ericnce 
with  regard  to  the  voyage  from  Southampton 
to  Alexandria,  and  from  Sue«  to  Calcutta  and 
Bombay?  -( )ur  experience  is  <  xiutly  the  opiw- 
site  of  what  has  been  stated.  If  wc  place  a  vessel 
upon  the  line  eastward  of  Suex  that  has  been 
worked  at  a  certain  rate  of  «pred,  and  has-  ron- 
sumed  a  certain  quantity  of  coals  on  the  Mediter- 
ranean side,  wc  find  immediately  a  greater 
consumption  of  coals  aud  a  diminutiun  of  ^poed. 
Wc  have  no  hesitation  in  sayioff  that  the  service 
of  the  Indian  seas  is  more  difficult,  and  that 

1 2  regularity 
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C.  TF.      re<^ularity  is  more  difficult  of  ntCainmcnt  ther*' 
Howellt  Esq.  tbAn  it  u  on  this  side  or  any  line  that  has  its 
.     termituil  port  5n  England. 
^H*'         1407.  And  the  consumiitiim  nf  cnal  you  ^:iy  ip 
lonu.      increaecd  as  well  ? — Yes,  the  conisumitliou  of  coal 
is  increased ;  I  can  give  faets  if  the  Comiuittcc 
ivi^lijit  upon  that:  Coal  becomes  deteriorated; 
the  temncrature  of  the  Hca  is  very  high,  and  con- 
sequently the  condensing  operation  o£  the  cngiue 
is  "yeiy  much  affected,  and,  in  fact,  we  are  met 
by  difficdties  in  many  ways  that  people  taltinff 
a  mere  glance  at  the  nKittcr  can  have  no  idea  otT 

1408.  With  regard  to  tlie  Indian  service,  have 
you  establishments  at  Bombay  and  Calcutta  for 
rej>airing  vo.-scl.'^? — We  have  very  Uvjge  erta- 
bliehmeut:>  at  both  plucea. 

1409.  Have  you  establiahmentB  anywhere  etae  f 
— Our  next  largest  is  at  Hong  Kong. 

1410.  Without  establishments  of  thatkindeonld 
the  !-orvi(  ('  hf  carried  on  efScicntly  by  any  com- 
pany i^—py  no  company  whatever ;  the  necessity 
of  ^teblisbmeaiB  oi  this  nature  comes  upon  us  at 
every  moment. 

141 1.  Are  there  iJujaivate  establishments  there 
where  yuii  could  get  repairs  efficiently  nod 
quickly  done  ? — No,  I  think  not.  There  are  some 

{mvate  docks ;  and  the  French  arc  cstablislimg 
uigcaiscnal^,  csjiecially  at  Sucz,as  they  are  going 
to  make  Suez  their  head  quartern. 

1418.  Hiey  €nd  it  necessary  in  order  to  keep 
up  a  service  to  ?ay  out  a  lar<je  sum  of  money  in 
uiakin^  establishments? — Yes,  they  complain 
in  tbeur  reports  to  their  shareholders  <}f  the  ex> 
penses  of  tnosc  establishments ;  they  have  begun 
to  do  that  already,  and  I  do  not  tlimk  that  they 
yet  know  the  full  extent  <^  Hm  drawb«ok  on 
working  a  fleet. 

1418.  There  was  some  evidence  given  by  Mr. 
Knight,  in  which  lu-  stated  that  your  Company 
refuse  to  Lake  bt;coinl-cla>.^  passengers,  is  that 
the  case  ? — No,  that  is  erroneous  ;  I  have  here 
a  return  of  the  number  of  second-class  passengers 
that  we  have  carried  during  the  years  1864  and 
1865.  In  1864  we  carried  from  Southampton  to 
different  parts  of  India  635  second-class  pas- 
sengers, iuid  in  1865,  636 ;  from  MsTseilles  in 
1804.  ITjS,  and  in  1865,  92  ;  these  are  the  nnm- 
bers  outwards.  I  have  not  got  a  return  from  the 
homeWBld  Tessels;  but  I  am  able  to  state  that  the 
number  would  be  very  nearly  the  f-anie.  I  may 
state  that  we  do  nut  udvtirtise  Utr  sceoud-class 
.  passengers. 

1414.  Chairman.'}  Yon  do  not  advertise  a  rate 
for  second-class  passengers  f — ^We  adyertise  a  rate 
fur  fiiv-t-class  passengers  and  the  servants  of  fii-t- 
class  passengera,  but  it  is  perfectly  well  known 
that  we  carry  a  faurge  number  of  second-class 
passengers  at  the  sa?ne  rate  that  we  charge  for  the 
servants  of  ihc  llrst-clajjs  passengers.  We  are, 
however,  obliged  to  protect  ourselves  in  certain 
ways  against  people  claiming  a  different  dase  of 
accommodation  wnen  they  get  on  board. 

1415.  Mr.  J.aixJ.I  How  do  tin-  charf^cs  iiuide 
by  the  Mtisu'jcrus  Imperialet  tally  with  yours; 
are  they  higlier  or  lower?— They  charge  two» 
or  three  descriptions  of  accommodation,  buteo 
whole  they  tally  very  much  with  oure. 

1416.  Though  you  do  not  advertise  for  SMOnd- 
class  passengers  you  take  them,  do  you  not? — 
We  take  them.  With  reference  to  what  was 
stated,  that  there  wa^i  a  want  of  der*irc  to  consider 
cases  liberally  that  came  before  us,  I  have  here 
ft  return  «f  die  abateinentB  and  refimds  of 
passage  money  made  to  paasengers  by  our  Con- 


pany  during  the  year-  1864  and  1865  in  conside- 
ration of  the  connection  of  those  pa8sen|(ers  with 
misnonary  or  educational  institutions,  orm  respect 
of  pan-aj^es  jicrformed  to  and  fro  within  snort 
intervals,  («r  upon  repre.-i.'iiiaiii)n  «u"  pccuniaty 
difficulty  and  other  causes  which  have  led  them 
to  sidmiit  their  cases  t«>  the  Board.  In  the  year 
1864  we  refunded  and  returned  to  passengers 
under  these  circumstances  7,560  ht  and  in  the 
year  1865  we  returned  9,760/. 

1417.  How  is  the  expense  of  yictaalling  pas- 
gengcrs  on  the  other  side  as  coin]iared  witli  ili> 
line  from  Southampton  to  Alexandria  ? — The 
expense  and  difficult  of  victualling  paasengen 
on  the  other  side  is  very  much  greater  than  on 
this  side.  We  have  no  markets  to  go  to,  other 
than  for  a  little  livo-stock  ;  we  can  get  sheep 
and  bad  poultry,  but  everything  io  the  way  of 
stores  has  to  be  sent  out  mm  England,  and  per- 
haps kept  in  depot  for  a  lont:  time,  and  conse- 
quently is  put  on  board  tlic  vessels  and  consumed 
at  a  disadvantage. 

1418.  Do  you  generally  send  them  out  from 
here  ? — We  send  them  all  out  from  here. 

1419.  Can  yon  give  us  any  idea  of  the  space 
occupied  bjr  the  mula? — The  apace  occupied  by 
the  muls  is  now  becoming  a  very  serioas  matter 

with  us.  The  Post  Office  arc  every  day  extend- 
ing facilideii  for  the  transmission  of  books,  and 
parcels,  and  packages,  and  samples,  and  other 
things,  which  np  to  a  certain  period  were  brought 
to  toe  company's  oihce,  and  sent  out  upon 
fttight}  but  the  Post  Office,  not  very  property 
as  we  consider,  are  gradually  encroaching  upon 
that  part  of  our  business,  so  that  we  not  only  do 
not  receive  the  freight,  but  we  have  the  bulk  o; 
our  uuiits  increased  to  such  an  extent,  tliat  what 
were  originally  the  mml^rooms  in  the  steamers  are 
now  in  many  cases  fonnd  to  be  insufficient  in  size. 
Our  Australian  mail  iruiii  8<nitham]iton  is  now  a 
cai^o  for  a  small  ship.  I  have  a  return  here 
showing  the  niuubcr  of  tons  uf  each  mjul  for  two 
years  past,  and  in  it  I  see  that  wc  take  100  tons 
of  mails  now  from  Suutliantpton  by  each  steamer 
that  is  in  connection  with  Australia. 

1420.  Mr.  Ayrten.']  Is  that  weight  or  measure^ 
ment? — On  the  nf  .Tannary  1865,  we  had 
189  packages  of  mailt*,  weicr;lit  8  tons,  measure- 
ment 18  ton>. 

1421.  Mr.  Tvriiti-r  Ynu  dci  not  mean  two 
parcels,  26  tons,  iu  all  r — Nu,  I  give  the  weight  as 
8  ton.*,  ami  the  measurement  as  18  t<ms ;  that  was 
the  India  and  China  mail.  With  regard  to  the 
AuBtralimi  mail  of  the  same  month,  I  find  that 
it  ani'>untcd  to  l.ODS  packages,  weighing  45  tons, 
and  yy  tons  of  4o  cubic  ieet  measurements  Ire- 
collect  particularly  that  upon  the  occasion  of  the 
marriage  of  the  rrlnre  of  Wales  the  mail  was 
something  enormous ;  the  quantity  of  letters  and 
newspapers  eent  out  was  inereaaed  by  about  one- 
third. 

1422.  Chairman.']  There  is  no  limit,  is  there, 

to  the  i|nantitv  df  mail  matter  that  the  Post- 
master General  can  send  on  board  ? — No,  tlicre 
is  not.  When  the  system  of  sending  books  by 
post  was  fir.-t  ailoj>tcd,  wc  hnd  some  Idea  of  mak- 
ing a  protcat  ugainst  it,  because  wc  questioned 
whether  it  came  within  the  meaning  of  our  con- 
tract, and  bad  we  anticipated  tho  extent  to  which 
the  practice  has  grown  up,  I  believe  wc  should 
have  made  a  protect  at  the  time. 

1423.  Have  you  made  any  representations  to 
the  Post  Office  on  tift  tnbjeet?-— We  not 
made  any  official  eomimmiealion.  A  short  time 

ago 
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ago  it  wa^  niontirnied,  ami  "Mv.  Frcildiik  Hill 
appesred  greatly  gurpii^ed  to  find  tUat  it  luul 
amned  the  pment  proj  tortione. 

]42I.  Mr.  Lnh-d.]  Aw  the  rnnil*  torted  on 
boaru.'~t)u  llie  Mediu  i  l  ancan  .sale  they  are,  but 
not  on  the  other  «de. 

1425.  if  it  were  required  that  they  fiioiiIH  he 
surteil  between  Suez  and  Bouibiiy,  would  iLut 
add  very  much  to  the  room  thnt  they  would  take ; 
would  it  re|iuire  a  liuver  space  to  do  it  in?— It 
voald  leqaife  a  eonmmrttble  space. 

]-J2(i.  Ill  .id«ll(ioii  t(.i  the  ion  foil?  occupied  by 
the  stowage  ? — Yes  ;  what  wc  call  tlie  post  office 
oQ  board  occupies  a  veiy  considerable  6|>aee  on 
*)  ;  •  !  .  h  :t  vf  can  spare  it  better  on  this  side 
uan  w  n  Villi  in  uur  vuiiaelij  ou  the  other  side. 

1427.  If  it  were  required  that  the  sorting  ehould 
be  done  between  Australia  and  India  ami  Sues, 
noM  it  reqmire  a  eon«ld«nible  portion  of  the 
vo;5e!  to  be  appropriated  to  that  jmrpo^e  ? — It 
would  require  probabW  the  simco  at  present 
OGcapied  hj  two  or  three  paaeengera'  cabins, 
vMcn  of  course  represents  a  goo<1  deal  of  money. 

1428.  Mr.  iVeifuelin.']  In  order  to  sort  100 
tons  jon  would  require  a  large  ^^lacc  in  the 
ioiiiiiF>->The  boze*  would  be  brougnt  up  a  few 
at  atnne.  There  is  a  Post  Office  staff  on  bosacd, 
an  !  a  i-ertuin  number  of  boxes  WOUld  be  Iwongbt 
up  every  day  and  dealt  with. 

14S9.  Mr.  Laird.']  There  is  one  tUn^  stated 
in  thr  evidence  of  ^Ir.  Kuight  which  I  tliink 
must  be  a  misprint.  He  states,  "  1  »>u  will  liiul 
tlst  it  makes  an  average  of  34  days  13  hours  for 
eanying  the  Marseilles  mail  from  London  to 
Bombay."  Is  that  a  correct  statement? — It 
must  either  he  a  mi.-print  orpcrliaps  it  wa-  ;»  >]']]> 
of  the  toi^ue  in  speaking.  The  time  actually 
oeeupied  has  been  flomethmg  less  than  the  con* 
irAot  finie.  T  tliink  I  may  state  that  the  average 
accouipiislunent  it!  24^  days  as  against  24  days 
ai^  16  hours,  wluch  we  are  allowed.  With 
regard  to  questions  which  have  been  asked  on 
the  subject  of  proviriions,  I  may  be  permitted  to 
mention  that  the  amount  which  we  nave  to  send 
oat  is  something  verv  enormous.  I  have  a  re- 
teni  here  showing  that  during  httt  year  there 
were  consumed  1,301,000  huttli  s  of  wine,  f^pirits, 
Wcr,  and  soda  water  on  board  all  the  (  oniimny's 
:^r(aimers  ;  and  there  are  other  figures  of  the  -fime 
cbaracter,  all  of  which,  of  eoursic,  lia\  c  t  >  Itc  taken 
into  consideration  in  couuectiou  with  what  has 
been  stated  about  our  so-called  extortionate  rates 
of  uasaage  money*  X  would  ask  permission  to  say 
I  few  words  upon  that  pwnt.  Our  rates  of 
paeeage  money,  if  taken  at  so  much  per  mile,  will 
compare  very  favourably  with  the  rates  of  any 
other  ocean  company  which  carry  passengers; 
tlM'y  will  compfire  with  the  Cunard  line,  or  any 
other  of  the  lirst  companies;  but  il  talicu  iu 
comparison  with  the  cost  at  which  our  service  is 
ORied  on  ca.et  of  Suez  it  will  be  found  that  our 
lates  of  pa-sage  money  arc  very  much  tower  iJtatt 
tlioie  ot  any  other  steam  corn]inTiy.  A  *tatp- 
ment  was  made  to  the  Committee  this  day  week, 
in  wUeh  our  passage  money  from  liombay  to 
Suez  was  represented  to  be  higher  than  it  i^;, 
Bsmely,  70  L,  whereas  the  rate  is  (>0  and  by 
the  process  <k  calcuhiting  how  msnj  days  are 
ooManied  on  that  journey,  a  result  was  arrived 
•I  which  appeared  to  be  high.  That,  we  conwder, 
h  an  untair  mode  of  (lcalin<j  with  our  ratCH  of 
(a«sage  money,  and  of  bringing  them  into  com- 
mri«on  with  oiUierB,  inasmueb  as  our  voyage  from 
Bombay  to  Suez  is  that  part  of  our  line  which  \s 
extremely  costly  to  us.   Wc  claim  that  the  rate 
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should  be  taken  from  Bombay  to  Southampton,      C  W. 
and  ii'  that  is  done  it  will  be  found  that  our  rate  HaieeUf  Esq, 
is  only  the  same  per  mile,  or  within  a  fraction  of  -~— 

it,  as  that  uf  liilier  companies.  "With  l  egard  to  30  ^wil 
those  pu.^j-eii^ers  who  chooiie,  for  tlieir  own  con-  l8oB. 
veuieuce  orror  any  other  reason!?,  to  travel  by  us 
for  only  thiit  part  of  our  nmtc  whicli  i<  rnrried  on 
at  a  vi;ry  greatly  ineroascd  <  ost  as  compared  with 
the  other  ijart  of  the  distance,  we  think  it  is  only 
fair  that  they  should  pay  something  more  in  pro- 
portion. If  a  paraenger  by  railway  travelled 
between  station  anrl  >t;i;i,.ri.  payinir  intenne Jiute 
fares,  he  would  jin»l>al»ly  have  [»aid  more  at  the 
end  of  a  journey  than  he  would  have  done  if  he 
had  taken  a  through  tirkof  ;  and  this  is  the  basis 
of  all  the  misapprehension  that  exists  in  the  East 
witli  regard  to  the  rates  of  passage  money  on  the 
Ckimpany's  liQc:f.  If  they  are  taken  at  a  through 
rate  they  will  compare  very  well  with  those  upon 
any  other  line. 

1430.  You  find  wine,  do  you  not  ? — Yes,  we 
find  wine,  and  the  figure  I  have  mentioned  gives 
an  idea  of  the  ijuantity  consumed. 

1431.  You  iuc  aware  that  they  do  not  do  it  in 
the  Cunard  service?— Tbejr  do  not  Our  pro- 
vision account  tor  a  year  »  not  much  short  of 
300,0007. 

1  t32.  With  regard  to  this  proposed  lint  froui 
Suez  to  Bombay,  it  has  been  proposed  to  run  a 
line  of  vessels  there  in  tO  days,  frota.  Suez  to 
Bombay,  without  calJinir  at  Adnn;  that  would 
1)0  an  average,  as  staled  ia  tlie  evidenee,  of  12J 
knots  an  hour.  From  your  present  experience, 
looking  at  the  ditticulties  of  navigating  the  Red 
Sea,  which  have  been  stated,  what  speed  would 
a  vessel  of  iliat  kind  require  to  go  at  per  mea- 
sured iaile>  iu  order  to  accomplish  an  average 
speed  of  from  12|  to  13  knots  an  hour  ?— Our 
ex]ienpnrc.  I  think,  is  tliis,  that  at  the  time 
wfc  were  obliged  to  put  our  ves'sels  over  the 
measured  mile  to  attain  12  knots  an  hour 
in  order  to  give  a  prospect  of  making  an  average 
of  10  knots  at  sea,  the  test  of  the  measured  mile 
was  not  anything  too  high.  In  fact,  in  some 
cases  where  we  attained  12^  or  13  knots  on  the 
measured  mile,  we  did  not  more  than  succeed 
in  keeping  our  contract  time  :  but  I  should  ima- 
gine tliat  XUji  or  lu  knoti4  an  hour  on  the  mea- 
sured mile,  with  a  vessel  properly  loaded  to  her 
load  line,  would  not  be  too  high  a  rate  of  sjieed 
to  warrant  the  exj)cctati<m  of  an  average  of  12  J 
knot.<  at  -ea. 

1433.  In  order  to  keep  up  the  average  speed 
on  the  Indian  nde  you  consider  that  it  would 
require  a  m-mI  to  go  faster  ;it  tlic  measured 
mile  than  would  be  necessarv  to  keep  up  that 
average  on  the  other  side  ? — "fes,  thot  is  ?o ;  our 
nvciagc  :-pccd  on  the  Mediterranean  lines  from 
the  Itk  uf  January  1864  to  February  18Go  was 
exactly  10  knots  per  hour ;  during  that  time  on 
those  lines  we  performed  3o2,000  miles,  an<l  the 
honrs  under  weigh  were  34,934,  giving  exactly 
10  knots  juT  hiiui-.    On  the  other  side  the  av^ 

rage  .-j)eeil  Ir.i-  lu  en  knots. 

]4;>i.  ('/lainiKui.'j  What  estimate  do  yea 
make  in  c:iU  iihitin<:  the  contract  for  the  expense 
of  the  mail  agenu-  — The  conditions  of  the  ten- 
der usually  state,  that  we  are  to  carry  mail 
agents ;  but  I  do  not  think  that  that  has  ever  been 
regarded  as  so  important  a  matter  as  to  necessi- 
tute  a  separate  calculation  of  what  tlic  cost  is ;  we 
bhould  be  \  cry  ^4ad,  of  course,  to  have  the  use 
of  the  mail  agent's  cabin  at  seasons  of  the 
vear,  but  it  is  only  in  our  very  crowded  seasons 
that  his  cabin  would  be  of  very  great  value  to  us; 
-   13  ve 
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C.  H  .  K>^  <^'        2^  coinforUble  cabto,  but  of  course 

Uoweii,  Qaq.  ii«Ji  Miti  uf  the  largost. 

■  HS.*).  It  would  be  inconvenient  in  that  respect, 

flo  April     would  it  nut,  if  you  had  to  flod  accommodiitjon 
1806,      also  for  a  Po^jt  (>fHc«  establishment  of  sortew? — 
That,  n  >  doubt,  would  form  an  clement  for  con- 
sideration in  the  matter  of  subsidj,  and  a  very 
eoDddemble  erne  on  the  other  side. 

li^C).  With  regard  to  notice  y<'>\i  arc  at  pre- 
«cut  under  12  uionthi^'  notice,  are  you  not ! — -We 
arc. 

1437.  And  yon  have  power  to  ^ne  notioe  to 
the  Government  if  you  plen?e? — Yci«. 

1438.  And  the  Government  have  the  power  of 

S'ving  notice  to  jou  ? — Yes.  Perhaps  I  may  be 
lowed  to  observe  with  reference  to  that,  having 
heard  wliat  Mi  .  Fj  cdcrick  Hill  stated  the  other 
day,  that  we  are  not  only  in  that  position  at  the 
pcesenit  time,  but  we  have  been  so  on  many  other 
oecai^ious;  ami.  if"  I  may  be  permitted  to  say  it, 
we  have  ntv  er  lakuii  any  advanta";o  of  that  posi- 
tion. The  observation,  I  think,  fell  from  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee,  that  to  a  certain  extent  the 
Company  had  the  whip  hand  of  the  OoTernment. 
lean  only  confirm  what  Mr.  Hill  r-ail.  that  al- 
though at  certain  times  we  had  l>eea  in  that  poei- 
tioa,  the  Company  had  never  exercised  }>owcr  iu 
that  way,  but  bad  always  behaved  with  great 
liberality. 

1439.  Prolmbly  the  meaning  of  the  expret«siou 
was  this,  that  the  Gov  ernment  could  not  put  any 
pressure  upon  the  Comimny  for  fear  of  the  Com- 
pany ^ivinjj  theni  iMti  -.  :v.\^  t( nninatin^  the 
OODtraet  ? — TiwtfecUiig  mav  liavc  t  xi.-^ted;  nut  if 
any  alarm  has  been  fdit>  I  <Io  not  think  that  they 
can  point  to  any  ca.se  t'>  nffot;]  :^roun<l  fl>r  uneasi- 
nee.s  on  that  Before.  On  the  contrary,  \vc  could 
adduce  oases  in  which  we  have  abstained  from 
giving  notice  when  it  would  have  been  advant^- 
geons  to  us  to  do  so. 

1440.  You  have  .stated  .«iinio  of  the  practical 
diificuitie-s  which  result  with  regard  to  the  junc- 
tions of  Iine$> ;  for  instance,  thatlbere  is  an  incon- 
venience in  the  Mauritius  pa.*ijengei*8  coming  in 
upon  the  crowded  steamer  at  Aden ;  would  not 
that  inconvcnicnr  c:  l>c ■^(■^\  much  augmented  if, 
on  the  establishment  of  a  weekly  mail  liom  Bom- 
bay to  Suez,  the  Australian  and  die  China  mails 
were  mmlo  tc  fit  in  with  that  line  at  Adc  ■.  ? — It 
could  Imrdly  liave  been,  I  fanc^,  seriously  con- 
templated to  brin^  about  a  junction  of  a  number 
of  lines  at  a  place  like  Aliti.  T  do  not  think  that 
plan  would  bear  mm  li  ('ximiiusition. 

1441.  Probalily  vim  are  of  opinion  that  tlie 
establishment  of  sucb  a  line  an  that,  having  regard 
to  that  fact,  ought  to  be  wholly  separate  «nA 
distinct  from  any  other  linr  of  >rr\Ir<  ?  1  tliink 
so.  If  it  is  to  be  earned  uu  in  such  a  manner  aa 
I  understand  the  Committee  to  desire,  as  a  sort  of 
i'xjirf  ss  jMX-'tal  line,  any  junctions  of  that  khld 
would  entirely  do  away  with  tlie  advantage  to  be 
obtained  from  It 

1442.  Do  you  make  much  use  of  the  telegraph 
in  eommuuicating  with  your  agents  abroad  ? — 
Yes,  we  make  cousiderable  use  of  it,  but  we  de- 
pend a  good  deal  with  regard  to  the  movement<9of 
our  vessels  upon  information  that  comes  to  us  in 


nthrr  wav':.  For  iii-tuncc.  thi.-;  vi  rv  mnrniujf  we 
Ikim"  bin  ome  aware  thai  there  are  tckgraou?  from 
All  trolia  in  London,  and  that  indicates  to  ua, 
that  our  vessel  from  Australia  reached  Point  d« 
Oalle  on  ^e  16th  of  this  month,  that  is  the  day 
ehr  due  there.  If  anytliiii';  like  a  serious  acci- 
dent occurs,  our  agents  iumiediately  telegraph  to 
us,  either  for  inetruofions,  or  inform  us  what  hat 
taken  place. 

1443.  Practically,  tlie  exiRtonco  of  that  coin- 
inunication  is  of  use  to  you  on  some  occasionA?— 
Of  very  great  use.  1  would  not  go  so  far  as  to 
say  that  it  has  been  the  means  of  jtrcvonting  an 
obstruction  of  the  mail  8cr^  ice  ;  but  it  has  been 
of  very  great  atssislance  iu  meeting  esigcadet 
which  have  arisen  through  ac<^ent,  or  perlu^ 
the  low-;  of  a  vessel.  In  the  case  of  the  "  .leddo," 
which  we  had  the  miBfortiine  to  lu«e  the  other  day, 
near  Bombay,  the  ni^.^.-ri^xe  camo  to  us  very 
quickly  and  in  very  good  order,  with  rather  fall 
particulars ;  we  were  enabled  ii\)on  that  to  tele- 
graph to  (»ar  ii^cnt  ;it  Suez,  who  was  in  ignorance 
upon  the  point,  and  to  give  him  inatruotioQe  what 
to  do  with  certain  veesen  wldoh  were  at  tlmtthns 
thfrr  We  were  also  enabled  to  tolepraiili  to 
Calcutta,  und  set  the  Calcutta  agent  in  communi- 
eation  with  the  Bombav  agent,  with  ngtai  ts 
the  future  movements  oi  tlio  mail  steamers. 

1444.  In  fact,  your  agent  at  Suez  lenrnt  iht 
loss  of  the  "  J eddo  "  at  Bombay,  by  means  of  a 
telegram  sent  trom  Bombay  throuj^  the  Fetaian 
Gulf  to  London,  and  a  fiurther  me— ign  amt  by 
vou  in  London  to  him  timmgh  Alexandria?— ' 
Vc?. 

144-5.  You  would  miss  ffiDOrmoiisly,  would  you 
not,  the  present  means  of  eximmunicut ion,  if  any- 
thing occurred  on  the  Continent  to  iultrrupt  it  ? 
— Yes  ;  it  would  be  an  inconTenience  to  us.  With 
r^ard  to  our  general  service,  perhaps  it  is  scarcely 
known  that  the  arrival  of  one  01  our  mails  in 
En<:l:iml  involves  the  performance  of  no  los.-i  than 
17,.">tt«  miles.  For  instance,  I  find  trom  a  state- 
ment which  I  hrdd  in  my  hand,  that  the  last 
China,  Australia,  and  Calt  utta  mail  which  was 
delivered  in  London  wjis  cuuvrvid  1(V  one  steamer 
from  Yokohama  in  Shanghai.  S4(»  miles;  from 
Shanghai  to  Uoug  Kong,  bOO  miles ;  from  Foo- 
oHow  to  Hong' Kcmsf,  510 miles;  from  Hong  Kong 
to  Point  lie  (!allc,  :\.0:]\  milrs;  from  Svdnev  to 
Point  dc  Galle,  o,2U0  miles ;  from  Caloatta  to 
Suez,  4,757  miles;  and  fi>om  Alexandria  to  Mv> 
seillf'-,  1 .47s  miles:  nnikinp:  altogether 
miles,  by  Bcven  separate  steamers.  From  hue* 
to  Alexandria,  the  land  journey  in  24m  miles,  and 
from  Marseilles  to  London,  734  miles.  Then  tiic 
heavy  porti(m  of  the  mail  is  delivered  at  houth- 
anijiton  liy  anotlicr  h-ieamer,  making  eight  in  all, 
and  the  mail  traverses,  to  reach  London,  1$,417 
miles,  employing  eight  steamers  to  eiFeet  its 
final  delivery.  That  indicates  the  ^  try  ditficult 
nattire  of  the  service  which  wc  have  tu  perform, 
aiKl  also  the  difficulties  which  mig^t  l>e  created 
if  any  disjointurc  of  those  services  took  place. 
It  is  a  matter  io  be  approached  with  vcrj'  great 
cim.-'ideration.  I  am  not  speaking  as  a  contractor 
receiving  subsidies,  but  as  to  the  risk  of  di^ 
catioa  or  the  postal  senioe. 
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Tuesday,  24ih  April  1866. 


aCBHBBBS  present: 


Mr.  Ayrton- 
Sir  Charles  Brighib 
Mr.  Chiklen. 
Mr.  Crswfbcd. 
Mr.  Laird. 
Mr.  Mmnh. 
Mr.  Moflkit 


Lord  Robert  Montagu. 
Sir  Heury  Rawlinson. 
Adtairal  Seymour. 
Mr.  Staiwfeld. 

Mr.  Turner. 
Mr.  Weguelin. 


ROBERT  WYGBAM  CRAWFORD,  Esq.,  in  xa«  Chaih. 


Charles  WKLLixoroN  IIowkll,  Esq.,  rc-calleJ ;  ami  Exiiiniiicd. 


1446.  ChmrmaH.I  Have  you  Huy  correciions 
to  offer  to  6ie  Committee  with  reapect  to  auy 
parts  of  the  evidence  which  you  gave  the  other 
m^  'i — would  beg  permianoa  to  correct  eotue 
pvts  of  the  evidcnee  whiek  I  gave ;  I  have  tnij 
had  this  iiiouaent  put  into  my  liand.^^  tho  [irndf 
copy  of  it,  and  have  not  had  time  to  rtioii  it 
thraiMh.;  but  I  believe  I  made  auuBtakc  with 
r^*ru  to  the  tutnl  number  <if  stcamrrs  nf  the 
Company.  In  the  lut  which  I  4Uutcd  ihcrc  hud 
been  added  by  mistake  eome  sailing  ahips  aud  «torc 
ibqw  that  we  have»  and  I  think  that  1  gave  the 
Mnber  as  66;  whereas  the  total  nmnber  of 
steamers  ,17.  and  the  tonnage  of  the  steamers 
S4.17<>  tuns.  I'he  boree-uower  w,  aij  before  stated, 
1^.2  )0.  I  wonU  alaoaBK  leave  to  add  something 
w;tli  reference  to  the  speed  of  the  Cuiianl  ,ste:uner!>. 
I  g;4vc  by  mistake  theaverace  only  ul'  the  Boston 
line;  now  the  Boston  line  «iows  a  lower  average 
Bia  (£  ^eedj  and,  of  ooune,  I  would  duue 
to  he  eoReet  in  ifaui  natter.  The  average  rate 
of  fpeed  upon  the  New  I'n  V  ind  Liverpool  line 
tor  the  three  years  which  the  Parliamentary 
B«tarD  c(HBprisea,  namely,  the  years  1859,  1860, 
utd  1861,  later  than  wnich  we  hnvc  nothing  to 

fo  upon,  comes  out  at  10  knots  and  5  fathoms, 
gave  only  the  average  speed  upon  the  Liver- 
fool  and  Boston  Une^  whieh  a|i|Man  to  be  9  knots 
aid?  fiitiioins. 

1447.  IIu\  e  you  jirepared  a  mileage  table  of 
the  services  perlbrmed  by  the  Peuioeular  and 
OncntiJ  Company's  shipping,  under  thdr  India 

tod  China  contratUa,  for  the  year  186.5?^ — Tlie 
taUe  which  I  have  bctoro  me  comprises  the 
«Iisk  of  our  India  aad  Ckina  work  (<fef  jpsrvM 
KffesasM). 

1448.  What  was  the  whole  number  of  miles 
run  by  your  ships  in  the  perfoniiauce  of  the 
Qiiitt  and  Calcutta  servioe  iu  the  year  1865, 
MjMing  liiat  finm  Bombay  line?— The 
»ika»e  of  ilie  C:d(;t}ttaaikdC%ina«enrioe'appoar6 
to  be  668,644  miles. 

I4i9.  And  ihc  Bombay  service  ?^The  Bom- 
lay  #er\'icc  was  365,248,  maktQg  a  total  of 
1,023,7^2  miles. 

1450.  Have  you  any  pro /ormd  mileage  table 
if  the  nuBiber  of  miles  that  would  be  penonned 
if  Ae  sernoa  betwoan  Bombay,  Misdras  and  GsiU 
cvtu  were  omitted,  and  a  weekly  line  of  packats 

M3. 


were  established  between  Suez  aud  Btiinbuv  in       Q.  W. 
lieu  of  the  present  fortnightly  sci-vice  ? — J  uuder-  jff(niw2/,  Esq. 
stand  you  to  mean  a  weekly  service  iuvolvil^  — — 
d2  voyages  per  anuum;  that  would  produce  a     S4  'Aaifl 
total  mileage  of  1 ,147,900  miles.  1 8flBb 

1451.  IIow  many  miles  would  (hat  be  in  oxee.^a 
of  the  existing  service?  —  Oue  hundred  and 
twenty-four  thousand  one  hnndred  and  eight 
miles  per  anmim. 

14J2.  Have  \  ou  gul  auy  pro  form&  mileage 
table  of  the  wcelily  service  to  India  viA  Bombay, 
and  the  weekly  iuail  to  China  from  India  viA 
Bombay  and  Calcutta  alternately  ? — A  weekly 
service  to  aud  frum  Southampton  and  ^Iar,-i  'lies 
aud  Bombay,  including  104  voyages,  would  uro« 
duce  769,704  miles  per  annum ;  ue  China  line, 
worked  in  the  nrmncr  you  describe,  between 
Bombay  aud  SlKiii;i;tiai,  a  distance  of  4,742  miles; 
between  Calcutta  and  Shanghai,  a  distance  of 
3,887  miles  i  tlic  total  number  of  miles  being 
8,629;  and  52  voyages  per  annnm  at  that  rate 
wouhl  prodiu  e  448,708  miles,  maUng  a  totil  of 
1,218,412  miles. 

1453.  Mr.  Childers.']  Then  if  the  service  which 
T  iiuliouteil  in  my  question  the  e.ther  day  were 
cuiiicd  out,  that  is*  to  ^ay,  only  a  lour-weckly 
service  to  China,  that  mileage  would  be  reduced, 
would  it  not,  to  958,802  ?— That  wouU  reduce 
tbe  distance  by  the  half  of  378,196. 

1454.  Bat  the  A  u-  iraliaa  service  is  now  once 
a  calendar  month '( — Yes. 

1455.  Therefore,  if  the  other  services  woe 
onee  in  four  weeks,  would  not  that  add  one 
Australian  service  in  the  year  ? — It  would. 

1456.  Can  you  give  us  the  mileage  of  one 
Australian  servioe  from  Galle  to  Sydney  and 
back? — ^Tho  distance  iirom  Gallc  to  Sydney  is 
5,200  miles,  sad  it  would  be  doubk  that,  10,404 
mile& 

1457.  Therefore,  on  such  a  ecr^oe  diere  would 

,  be  lf^9,098  less  mileage  to  Cbiua,  that  is  half  the 
mdeugc  yuu  have  giveu,  luid  10,400  more  mileage 
to  Australia  ? — Ye^ :  if  it  followed,  as  a  matter 
of  course,  that  the  Australian  service  were  in- 
creased to  13  voyages  a  year  in  lieu  of  12;  if 
it  were  not  r^o  increa:-ed  of  course  some  detention 
of  the  mails  would  arise  at  Galle. 

1458.  If  you  had  a  four-weekly  service  to 
Chins,  and  GaUe  was  the  point  at  which  the 

1 4  China 
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C.  W.  China  service  touched  practically,  yon  must 
Jitmttl,  Eii\.  haxe  a.  foiir-weckly  scrvico  to  Australia,  muBt 
'a  'I  ^  ^ — ^  '^'^ '  ^  Australian  cofmmunit^  would, 
HO  doubt.  <li-u>and  it;  theywould  not hke  their 
mails  to  wait. 

1459.  Therefore,  the  reeuH  of  rach  a  service 
a-  T  Imve  iiuliratetl  woil  1  Ik  a  iliminution  on 
the  total  mileage  of  youi  liir-t  year  of  178,698 
miles? — Yc8,  it  would. 

lACiO.  Mr.  Ai/rtoti.]  Ilavinjr  regard  to  the 
couveuiciKC  of  the  Austr.iliau  people  having  a 
fortniirlitly  mail  instead  of  a  monthly  mail,  and, 
perhajm^  having  some  economy  resulting  from 
the  new  accommodations,  do  you  think  it  would 
ailBWcr tlif'r  [>urj'r',-e  tn  join  tlio.  serviee  At  Singa- 
pore, insiciHl  ol  <j;«>iiig  to  i'tiint  de  Galle  from 
Sydney  on  the  other  side  of  Australin  ?  -We 
have  hud  |ii:irti.  u!  experience  of  workinu  the 
Singapore  route,  .and  \vc  very  ^'x>n  tbiuid  it 
aeeeosMry  to  give  up  that  line.  There  ha^  becu 
n  project  lately  of  bringing  up  an  Australian 
nun!  from  Qneenrfand  to  Singapore,  with  the 
idea  lb;it  it  wrniM,  witb  flic  prejient  line,  form  a 
fortnightly  communicatiou  with  England;  but  if 
that  mail  i?  brought  on  from  Singaiiore  to  Point 
de  Ciallf  by  our  China  -tcaniers!,  tiie  two  mails 
wtailil  ai  1  i\e  concurreudy  at  Point  de  Galle,  and 
tlu'v  wi  LiM  both  oomc  on  to  Suez  in  one  steamer. 

1461.  Xou  mean  that  they  would  irv  t  to  Point 
de  Galle  an  soon  as  they  would  to  SinL^ajiDre? — 
It  would  wdik  this  way:  eitlit  r  tli<  y  would  have 
to  de«j>atch  the  two  maib  from  Sydney  at  the 
same  time,  or  to  start  from  Sydney  at  intetnMKfiate 
datce> ;  in  the  latter  ease  the  two  mails  would  arrive 
at  Galle  at  the  same  time ;  in  the  Ibnner  case 
tibey  would  reach  Guile  at  intermediate  dates ; 
either  one  thing  or  the  other  would  be  the  result. 

1462.  But  suppo.oing  the  plan  were  adopted, 
as  has  been  suggested  to  you,  uf  liaving  a  weekly 
mail  to  China  ^)y  connecting  at  Singapore  at 
comparatively  little  expent-e,  thcv  could  hare 
a  weekly  mail  to  Au>tra]i;i,  c  ailit  tb^y  not  ? — 
I  think  the  result  would  be  uumewhut  like  that 
which  i^  complained  of  at  Calcutta,  that  nlthovi<'h 
they  would  Itave  four  conununicationa  they  would 
have  only  two  mails. 

14G3.  There  would  be  a  loss  of  time  in  the  Cal- 
cutta case  ? — There  would  be  a  loss  of  time  by 
tile  Singapore  route,  from  the  dtcumatanoe  that 
the  two  mails  would  arrive  in  and  from  Australia 
almuat  at  the  same  time. 

1464.  If  inste^id  of  going  direct  to  Singapore 
ycm  touched  and  to<ik  in  tlic  mail  as  you  do  now 
at  Madras,  there  would  be  an  increase  of  the 
whole  eea  route  to  Calcutta  ;  would  there  be  any 
loss  of  time  as  regards  England  i — Do  1  nnder^ 
stand  you  to  propose  to  bring  the  mail  from  Sin- 
gajic'i'c  to  ]\Ta(Ii'a>. 

14t)5.  Suj)posin^  tliHt  ihc  Calcutta  mail,  the 
one  that  did  not  ^tart  tmin  Bombay,  but  from 
Calcuttn.  tniuliLil  at  Ma(lra~  the  >ame  as  they 
do  with  tiie  Euglish  miiil.  would  there  be  any 
loss  of  time  in  the  Austitilian  mail  coming  to 
England  and  going  from  England?— I  thinks 
p]ieaking  without  having  considered  the  matter 
carc'tuny,  lliat  ^Tadra^^  wnuld  lie  n  jmrt  altoirrtbor 
out  of  tiie  qucstiou  lor  a  terminal  port,  or  a  port 
of  junction  for  the  mails. 

11(5^.  Sii|(|i(\-liiL^  lln'  niai!^  PtnrfrrJ  from  Cal- 
cului  altcriiiittjly  autl  iiom  liombay,  and  tltat  the 
Calcutta  mail  was  retarded  a  little ;  but  sujtposing 
the  English  mail  were  taken  in  outwards  or 
homcwardji  and  delivered  at  Madras,  tlicn  would 
not  tiic  mail  from  Australia  arrive  in  Ei^land 


as  quickly  by  that  route  as  it  would  if  it  went 
through  Galle  ? — I  think  nut.  i  think  that  a 
consioerahleincreaseofdiataace  would  be  involved, 

unil  a.Ir^ii  an  increase  of  .«omewlial  diHicult  navi- 
gation ;  oud  again,  the  port  of  Modi'as  presents 
no  fiicilities  whatever  for  the  transhipment  of 

mails  and  carirn.  Point  de  Galle  is  not  a  ver\- 
coiivLiiit  nr  jMtrt;  but  Madras  would  be  still  less 
so. 

1467.  Madras  must  have  facilities  of  a  sensible 
kind  to  induce  you  to  us«  it  for  20  years  for  the 
shipment  and  deliveni'  uf  mails? — It  is  only  a 
veiy  entail  portion  of  the  mails  that  is  delivered 
there.   The  transhipment  of  the  Aostmlian  mdl 

i>  a  M'l  v  licavv  mattrr. 

i4<)».  Still,  you  never  experienced  during  the 
years  you  have  touched  at  Madras  any  ditlic  ulty 
in  InTKlinir  pa^^cngcrs  nr  mail?? — 1  .'^hould  not 
like  tu  ^ay  thai.  1  tliiuk  1  cuuld  iiud  many  cases 
in  which  the  vessels  have  had  to  put  to  sea  or  to 
remain  at  sea  ibr  some  hours,  not  beii^  able  to 
approach  sufficiently  nrar  to  effect  %  traaaftr  of 

tnc  uvAiU  and  ]Kir~.<en<rers.  That  doCS  notoOCUr 
so  frequently  now  a»  formerly. 

1469.  During  the  la«t  iive  yean  has  it  occurred 
in  your  recollection  ? — 1  have  no  recollection  of 
a  particular  case. 

1470.  Ifo^ATorsA.]  Carrjing  the  mails  13 
times  a  year  matead  m  12  would  not  cost  l-12tli 
more;  your  ships  would  be  die  same  and  the 
crew.s  would  be  tlie  f  amc  :  the  (inly  differcnc* 
would  bo  the  wear  and  tear  of  the  ships,  and  the 
coals  conanmed  in  the  voyage,  and  inatead  of 
etoppincr  a  calendar  month  at  Sydney  it  would 
stop  a  iuuar  luoulh  ? — But  the  efrect  of  such  an 
arrangement  might  be  to  increa«ie  the  number  of 
ships  tliat  would  be  required  upon  the  line. 

1471.  Do  you  think  there  would  be  neces- 
sarily an  iiirr<'u»e? — That  It*  certain;  for  if  the 
line  could  i>e  worked,  for  instance,  with  three 
ships  toe  13  voyages  in  the  year,  it  would  require 
at  least  four  to  work  1.'?. 

1472.  liut  on  the  Ausituliuu  line  the  ships 
would  only  stay  a  lunar  month  instead  of  a 
calender  month,  which  would  be  quite  long 
enough  ? — Yes ;  but  the  difficulty  would  be  felt 
more  at  (Jalle.  We  make  Sydney  the  terminus 
of  the  line,  bringing  the  steamers  up  to  Qaiie, 
and  turning  them  xoond,  we  aibould  fiml,  became 
•wv  have  <;oiu  into  that,lJi«t  three  ihipe  woold 
not  do  the  work. 

1473.  Mr.  A  i/rfoii.]  Have  you  seen  the  papers 
that  were  laid  before  Parliament.  rel-  tinL^  to  the 
establishment  of  a  line  of  steam  tnui^purts  be- 
tween England  and  India  ? — I  have  seen  fben. 

1474.  Arc  you  aware  that  upon  those  papen 
it  is  pi-o[x)scd  by  the  Oowemment  to  estalmdi 
steam  tran.-|Mirts  runninir  between  Hombav  and 
Suez  of  a  very  large  cajxacity  and  of  great  speed, 
I  tiiink  about  4,000  tons,  xai  ft  speef  of  idxmt  ]S 
knot9  nn  hour?— Yes,  I  um  generally  acquainted 
with  ihos.c  circiunstAnces ;  I  know  that  such 
ships  arc  being  bnUt. 

1475.  Are  yon  nwaie  that  it  if  contemplated 
to  carry  in  those  vessels  all  troops,  passing  between 
India  and  ber  Majesty's  possessions  in  this 
country  ? — I  believe  that  that  ia  the  course  pro- 
posed by  the  Government. 

147f!.  Will  that  line,  do  you  exppct,  have  much 
influence  n^Kin  rour  own  passenger  iratfit:  ? — ^1 
should  imagine  that  it  will  have  some  influence. 

1477.  Can  you  state  the  number  of  military 
ofBcers  that  you  convey  between  the  three  Pres'i- 
denciee  and  Sues  ? — ^Vea  $  I  have  a  return  here 

showing 
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l^owing  the  number  of  first  clauB  priyseugers  con 
nyed  to  and  from  Indiii  and  Chiaa  (that  h  to 
ar,  Bombaj,  CalcQtfm^and  China)  by  tbcsteanH 
fhips  of  the  Ct>uipauy  during  the  year  1865,  dia- 
tiiguuhlug  ofBcerd  ui°  the  army  and  navy  and  60- 
Temment  ufficiaU.  I  find  that  on  the  outward  route 
we  had  S4  nfficerH  of  tlic  iiriny,  45  officer.?  of  the 
IBW,  aud  12  civil  tH^r\ant.s  ul  tlio  (io\ crmucut, 
aglinst  which  \rc  conveyed  269  ordinary  pas- 
tta^m.  But  I  abottid  state  that  the  niunbers  that 
are  given  as  the  ntnnben  of  officers  of  the  airar 
iiiJ  uavy  only  oomjirise  those  ^vlinconio  to  u.^wltli 
an  order  ii-oui  the  Government  to  provide  them 
with  a  poaaa^,  referring  as  to  a  GoTermnent 
ilrpartnv  t-T  t'nr  tlie  jaymcntof  the  passage-money. 
It  a  quite  puiwible,  in  fact,  I  know  it  to  be  the 
ca&«,  that  *  pration  of  the  2,996  passengera  were 
da>cffioer»  proceeding  under  GovermDe]i.toideni, 
bntvliowere,  iierltu])a,  furnished  by  Goyerameat 
with  a  certain  uniount  of  money  to  provide  their 
passage  either  by  the  Cape  or  the  overland  route 
•s  they  iileaaed,  and  Aey  oame  to  us  and  took  their 

1478.  Qavo  you  any  luua,  uuw  many  jjorfons 
Ifcan  are,  independent  of  orders,  that  pajk<  back- 
wards and  forwards  ? — It  i»  somewhat  difficult 
to  compute  that ;  I  would  have  made  the  return 
to  comprise  thnt  information,  but  it  was  found  so 
difficult  on  nnnHiig  the  attempt,  that  I  was  obluted 
iseodioe  it  to  twMe  oiEoera  wlw  presented  Go- 
vernment order?. 

1479.  Can  you  form  an^  general  estimate  m 
to  the  proportion,  whether  it  is  one-third  or  one- 
fourth  ? — I  should  think  fully  one^onrth.  The 
number  of  officers  of  the  army  trawelling  under 
Government  ordcrii  homcwanl-i  wii^  les.-*  thiin  that 
outwards}  there  were  23  military  otticers,  48 
nsTsl  officers,  and  13  dvil  serrantoof  the  Crown, 
aLtiinst  2,012  ordinary  jtasscngers.  Thci-e  is 
an  order  t^tiii  exUut,  I  believe,  tliat  the  utticcrd 
ooming  home  from  India  are  as  much  as  po«sibIe 
to  go  by  tlie  Cape  of  Grood  Hope ;  we  folt  very 
much  aggrieved  when  it  was  ii^ticd  by  the  "War 
OtKce,  bfciuitio  we  liad,  innncil'-iti  i\'  before,  con- 
tested to  an  abatement  of  lJ,oau^  from  our 
■Asidy  on  oonsideimtioD  of  being  rdiewed  from 
having  to  carry  on  certain  terms  what  were  pre- 
viously kiiuwu  as  contract  passengers ;  that  is  to 
mj,  we  were  under  an  obligation  to  earrj  a  certain 
number  of  officers  of  the  anny  and  navy  ordered 
by  the  Government  at  two-thirds  of  the  rate 
:iiarged  to  ordinary  paesenf^crH.  When  India 
was  annexed  to  the  Crown,  there  was,  of  course, 
a  Tsrjr  grest  increase  in  the  nombec  of  <^oera 
travelling  under  tlio£<e  orders,  and  as  we  had  never 
calcalated  u^n  the  annexaUon  of  India  to  the 
CnMni,  the  increase  pieand  Terj  heawil^  u()on 
Hi,  and  the  system  became  very  inconvenient  in 
all  ways  ;  it  brought  the  ordinary  passengers  and 
tae  Government  pasHcngerd  into  conflict,  in  the 
BMtter  of  fares.  The  result  was  our  consent  to 
tMMit«  16fi00 1,  a-year  less  finronrsnbsidy  onbeine 
nHsied  from  carrying  those  officers  at  reduced 
rates.  Immediately  after  thi^i  was  d<me,  the  War 
Office  issued  aa  inder  to  the  authorities  in  India 
rtating  that,  as  the  I'cninsular  and  Oriental 
Cuiupauy  no  longer  made  reductions  in  their 
favour,  all  officers  were  to  go  by  tlie  Cajie.  Of 
ooniae  we  put  in  a  protest  sgainst  this,  but  the 
dsdnetion  of  15,000t  per  annum  has  been  made 
Bf. .  rtli.  less  up  t*)  the  present  time. 

14^0.  JJo  you  thinic  that  the  establishment  of 
dw  fine  of  tCMMpOirt  irill  withdraw  many  pas- 
sengers from  your  twn  vceeda }— I  think  it  must 

0.43. 


wltiulraw  a  number;  perliaps  some  considerable 
niunber ;  but  we  find  tnat  there  is  a  great  deal 
of  elasticity  in  the  passenger  part  of  oar  bon- 
ness,  and  we  do  not  look  forward  to  it^  I  tiiink, 

with  any  «rcut  alarm. 

1481.  Do  you  think,  that  instead  of  havinff 

the  op]iosition  of  those  |x>werful  vessels  carried 
ou  by  the  (Jovernmeut,  the  work  that  they  are 
to  do  was  brought  in  aid  of  your  contract  service, 
you  could  have  a  much  more  efficient  service  at 
a  less  price  ? — I  am  hardly  prepared  to  speak  as  to 
what  nu^ht  have  been  tin;  cost;  but  our  opinions 
on  the  matter  are  embodied  in  a  letter,  addressed 
by  myself,  to  Sir  Charles  Wood,  on  the  SOdi  of 
June  1863,  at  pnijc  2S  of  the  pnpers  pircAcnted 
to  the  Iiou!<e  on  the  27th  of  March  18Ga,  on  the 
subject  of  Steam  Transports,  England  and 
India ;  and  perhaps  the  Committee  will  allow 
mo  to  read  it  to  them.  *'  122,  Leadenball-street, 
London,  20th  .Tune  186.S.  .Sir,— The  dirci;tors 
of  this  Company  havius  observed,  by  a  Keport 
of  Proceedings  in  tlie  House  a£  Commons,  that 
Her  Majesty 'rt  Government  have  under  con- 
sideration uu  arrangement  for  the  transport  of 
troops  to  and  from  ludia  by  the  orwland  route ; 
and  having  had  extenrive  experience,  both  in 
respect  to  travellers  generally,  as  well  as  to 
trooj«  in  transit  by  that  route,  trust  they  may 
not  be  deemed  intrusive  in  submitting  the 
following  su^estions  and  proposal  for  your  con- 
sideration. During  the  Indian  mutiny,  and 
between  the  months  of  i^eptember  18.5  7,  and 
June  1858,  2.35  officers  and  5,171  men  wwe 
transported  t4>  India  by  this  Company's  steamers; 
and  notwithstanding  the  disadvantages  under 
which  the  Hcr^  ice  was  performed,  the  mail  con- 
tract vessels  not  being  fitted  up  as  transports, 
the  men  were  landea  in  excellent  health,  and 
without  being  snhjeeted  to  any  hard^lilp.  The 
experience  thus  obtained  proved,  that  with  a 
properly  organised  transport  system,  there  would 
be  no  difficulty  during  the  fair  season,  extending 
over  seven  months,  in  conveying  tnmps overland, 
to  and  from  India,  with  less  detriment,  morally 
or  physically,  than  they  now  suficr  from  the 
long  sea  voyage  vid  the  Cape.  The  advantages 
of  the  overland  route  have  n'rea  ly  been  recog- 
nised by  the  French  Governnieiu,  who  now  send 
reinforcements  for  their  army  in  Cochin  China, 
and  bring  back  their  invalids  in  the  same  maimer, 
and  it  is  known  that  they  have  fewer  ca<<uii!ties 
and  less  sickncsri  than  if  they  were  sent  by  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope.  The  directors  of  this  Coow 
pany  would  be  prsparsd  to  tender  for  the  convey- 
ance  of  troops  for  the  through  voyage  bctwL-en 
England  and  India;  but  should  Her  Majesty's 
Goweimnent decide  upon  performing  the  serviee 
to  Alexandria  and  the  transit  through  Egypt, 
they  would  be  ready  to  contract  for  uie  service 
between  Suez  an<l  India  only  to  lie  pcrfonned  by 
screw  steam-transports  of  2,000  tons,  speirially 
fitted  up  and  set  apart,  and  capable  of  carrying 
from  600  to  800  men  each.  At  Suez  the  Com- 
pauv  hm  a  hulk  of  2,000  tons  moored  in  the 
roadstead,  capable  of  accommodating  800  men, 
where,  in  the  event  of  the  detention  of  the 
steamers,  the  troops  could  be  lodged,  and  where 
they  would  not  be  exposed  to  the  temptations  of 
the  Suez  grog  shops  and  the  deleterious  spirits 
8<>ld  in  them.  Fot  commnnication  between  the 
shore  and  roadstcri  ),  a  distance  of  about  six  miles, 
there  is  a  steam-tug  oi  about  150  tons  belonging 
to  the  Company.  The  directors  would  be  wit 
ling  to  undertake  thia  senrioe  on  moderate  terms ; 
K  but 
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but  to  enable  thetn  to  efliiiiiafte  what  theae  terms 

'  "Em.  f^^i^"^"!  ^JC,  it  will  bp  necessary  that  thejr  should 
1_  be  iiil'oruied  ou  the  folio wm«r  points:  1st  The 
t4  April  estimated  number  of  troops  tlmt  will  lie  Kent  imt 
to  and  return  from  India  aouuallj ,  and  the  pro- 
Mble  tniinl>er  that  will  raibiirk  in  each  tmMport. 
2.  The  ports  of  embarkation  and  di(«embarkati<m 
in  India,  and  the  probable  number  of  tr<>op9  at 
each.  3.  Whiter  arrangementB  woidd  be  made 
that  the  transport?  l)riii^'uig:tronpp  to  Suez  should 
carry  back  from  tbcoce  the  reliet'ti  from  £n|;land, 
&e  it  would  greatly  add  to  the  cost  of  the  Horvice 
if  the  transporte  made  a  To^r^  either  way  eowtv. 
From  the  complete  m^ranication  «f  ttnir  eatabinn* 
ments  in  E^y])!  uikI  Imlia,  and  tlie  mean-*  at  their 
diaporal,  the  directors  arc  oonlideat  tluu  tJiey 
could  undertake  thia  Mtrice  trader  more  favour- 
able conditions  than  any  other  |»artie6  ;  bur  .sliould 
Her  Majesty  a  Goveriuuent  determine  tlmt  it  is 
not  to  be  perftntned  by  private  contract,  but  by 
Her  Majesty's  traosporta,  they  will  be  readv  to 
render  every  facilitr  and  aMatatiee  ti»o«|^  tnair 
afjcneics*  ahiuiif  i.  1  bave,  &0.,  (ttgaed)  C  fF, 
Howell,  Secretary." 

1482.  Have  y««  ever  been  asked  to  make  an 
estimate  nf  wliat  yo\\  would  ]»erfomi  the  service 
for,  iu  ci>njunctitm  with  your  mail  serrice  'i — 
When  this  proposition  waa  made  it  was  not  \ib- 
tended,  i  think,  to  bring  the  tranapoit  aervioe 
into  conjnnction  with  our  mwl  eerviee.  We  eac^ 
jiroeset]  our  willing-ncss  to  undertake  the  transport 
service,  being  aware  of  what  the  Olovecnmeat  cob- 
templated,  and  I  may  meoition  tint  we  never 
received  an  answer  to  this  lottrr. 

1483.  Then  you  have  never  had  au  opportunity 
of  considering  the  question  officially,  whether  you 
could  combine  the  mail  e-ervice  and  the  tnnmort 
service,  and  by  brinfrinfr  all  the  reeowroee  of  the 

.Stiite  to  liear  ii|i<in  surli  w    ■  j-viee  iiiuke  it  more 

rapid  aud  more  efficient  jr — 1  fear  that  many 
pnetieal  diffienltiee  wimld  ame  in  any  attemnt 

to  C(jmbine  or  altoriiate  the  two  services.  I  tshould 
imagine  that  it  is  the  inteutiuii  of  the  Government 
only  to  send  troops  at  certain  seaaooe  of  the  year. 
They  would  naturally,  I  think,  avoid  wlwt  might 
almost  be  called  the  dangerous  seasons  of  tiie 
Ked  Se:i,  wlieu  the  he.it  w  !*o  threat  that  the 
health  of  the  troope  might  become  affiictcd,  even 
in  a  abort  tiroe,  owing  to  tbe  number  ef  fiaa- 
?enp;er3  in  one  vessel.  I  also  boHcve  it  is  tbe 
intention  of  the  Government  that  tht^  ve^^ln 
aludl  bealao  employed  in  other  ways;  in  moving, 
perhaps,  a  regiment  to  Australia  or  New  Zealand 
aud  back,  at  the  season  of  the  year  when  they  are 
not  reiiuired  for  the  transport  ot"  the  relief's  to  and 
&om  India.  A  difficulty  would  arise,  perbapa,  iu 
proottring  the  embaricatioii  of  a  raiment  or  half  a 
rejpment,  on  a  ])articular  day  m  the  week.  n« 
would  have  to  be  done  to  give  the-  eervioe  the 
regularity  of  a  mail  line. 

1484.  Do  you  apprehend  that  there  would  be 
much  diffictdty  in  that  if  the  railway  system  were 
complete  in  India? — The  existence  of  the  nulway 
in  India  would  fHrobably  muobfiicilitate  the  matter; 
but  in  tbe  prMent  state  of  tiie  railway  through 
Egypt,  there  would,  perbajis,  be  diiHcitlt\  ;  :\>  it 
iii,  we  find  that  tlierc  is  quite  enough  for  uoe  line 
of  raila  to  do  to  e.irry  thraofh  onr  oavf^  pa** 
songers  and  mails,  and  to  pet  awny  from  Aicx- 
audria  or  Sue:^  in  ^>roper  tiuic,  mu\  if  a  veasel 
arrived  at  Alexandria  with  500  or  800  troopi  on 
board,  in  addition  to  nnila,  paaaengers,  and  oacgo^ 
I  am  afiaid  lihat  great  oombaion  might  reault 

I4Bfi.  Tbat  would  inrelve  Urn  etarti]^  of  tiro    if  aoy thing  goaa 


trains  instead  of  one  ? — At  present  there  is  but  a 
single  line ;  but  we  liope  there  will  be  a  dooUe 

line  soon. 

14R6.  There  is  but  a  small  amount  of  rolling 
•stock  in  that  aiogle  line  ? — 1  think  tli«y  have  as 
sancfa  ToHing  atock  aa  they  can  -ose  on  a  single 
line  of  rnils. 

1487.  Have  you  hud  much  exp  1  ietu  e  uf  \h>t 
cost  of  keeping  vessels  laid  up  in  Tndia.  or  on 
the  other  ^lde  of  the  Suez,  nncrii;.!  x  ed  ' — 
very  rarely  have  a  vessel  laid  up;  iitser,  1  may 
iyiy  ;  we  have  always  full  cmploymciit  lor  our 
ahipa,  and  if  they  are  laid  up  they  aix;  laid  op 
for  repair*,  oar  in  ooneequeBoe  of  aeosdent;  we 
never  have  an  idle  vessel. 

148^.  is  it  a  very  costly  businfMs^  keopiog  a 
vessel  on  the  other  aide  of  -Suez  unefafunf^edf 
—  Tt  would  cat  into  n  gTi»at  deal  of  money,  a?^  a 
bhip  must  be  well  cared  for.  Fouling  goes  on 
very  rapidly,  and  that  would  neoeffikate  C 


1489.  If  you  had  to  make  a  contraotto  oobvot 
iroopa  at  certain  periods,  leaving  your  f^eww 

unenijtloyed  f<ir  a  eoii-^idi  iMi  jierlod  of  the 
year,  ^ou  would  have  to  enhance  the-  co«t  very 
•matenally,  would  you  not,  to  meet  that  contia* 
^encv? — Yes:  naturally  that  would  foam  a  laqe 
item  in  our  calculati<in  of  ez]>enditure. 

1490.  So  that  aueh  a  ajvlen  «■  liiBt  wouM 
mm.  to  he  rather  an  aapewave  aa  compared 
wiA  the  anon  aedre  arstem  of  fmareying  the 

trcHijis  regularly? — That  is  what  we  contemplated 

in  this  letter  tiutt  I  have  just  read.  In  the  ooune 
of  ^e  mutiny  we  eanied  a  freat  many  tcoopa  m 

board  our  pai^senger  vchwIs;  hut  it  is  not  a  thinfj 
which  can  be  conveniently  done  as  a  practice. 
We  had  to  aak  tbe  fofheawweeof  our 
and,  as  the  emergency  was  wt  great,  we 
in  the  most  liberal  spirit  by  all;  but  the. 
veyanee  <<t'  troops  and  [lassengen  in  one  Wmelil 
not  at  all  a  deairable  thing. 

1491.  YowMela««eBot4,000toiiibgitef 
— They  are  not,  but  aome  of  than  are  very  luge 
roomy  vessels. 

1492.  Have  yon  wacj  large  aocopimodatioa  ftr 
second-class  passengera  f'- 1  ea,  in  our  more  re- 
cently built  vessels  we  have  oonsidemhle  ao- 
eouiinodatiou  for  seeond-clas*  j)a*iseni^ers,  indeed, 
in  every  voaael  that  we  build,  we  are  extending 
the  aooommodatton  fiir  that  daaa.  The  ooaeliiia 
tionof  railways  in  I^^i  ii  i  makes  it  necessary  that  a 
large  number  of  pasKengers,  who  cannot  very  w^ 
travel  firet  class,  aad  talce  their  meale  at  ^ 
saloon  table  should  go  as  second-ela.*!?  passeng'ers. 
The  Railway  Companies  told  us  that  they  um«t 
send  them  out,  and  if  we  could  not  take  them 
aeoond  olam  they  muat  aend  them  first  claaa,  it 
was  not  a  money  qneatioii  wiA  them,  they  were 
compelled  to  have  tbe  people  out;  our  arrange- 
ments for  second-class  passengers  were  perhajw 
at  first  governed  a  good  deal  bv  the  earcnmstanoe 
that  a  ntiTtibcr  of  artisans  wouhrte  constanMv  f-oincr 
to  and  Iro,  now  we  are  currying  a  number  of 
general  second-class  passengers,  people  who  eamot 
wall  affinrd  to  pay  the  fir«t<>Jaaa  nate. 

1493.  Do  you  find  that  the  whole  eKMmo  df 

your  Hteand)oats  inere^i.ses  in  the  zatio  of  thtir 
tonnage!' — i  do  not  know  that. 

1494.  Do  you  know  whether  tbeexpenaa  in- 
creases generally  in  the  ratio  of  tlie  tonnage,  or 
whether  the  ratio  of  large  vessels  is  more  ttivouT' 
able  than  that  of  smaller  ones  in  the  east  ? — 
Speaking  without  any  data  I  should  imagine 
thera  wtmld  be  b«t  jittla  difeieiiee  :  <A  course, 

with  like  maduMry  of  a 
laige 
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largf  vessel,  if  u  shaft  hn-uks,  if  irt  iikh-c  (nfticult 

to  n>t>lace  it  or  tu  get  a  uew  sbal't  out  from 
England,  than  H  iv  in  the  owe  of  a  aiiill  TaHaL 

I  should  imnrrinc  that  tlio  ralio  ofezlMllM  wmild 
be  agaiurtt  the  large  vtisKcL 

1^16.  Have  yon  any  accommodation  at  Suez 
fiwr  repnirlnfT  vowls  ? — No,  we  do  not  make 
Suw a  rt pairing  port;  the  Frencli  aire  duin^  a 
grent  «lcal  there.  Bombay  is  our  cluef  ar^eaat. 

1496.  Did  yo«  maiij  yosra  ago  )U>peal  to  the 
Briluh  Oov«rmD«nt  to  intmrene  wi^  the  Pneba 
of  E«ry]<t,  to  get  jjrnj^t-r  (li>ck  iH'coiiimi)rlati(m  at 
Suez  for  your  tervice  'i- — have  at  dittiei'ent 
times  brou?hi  to  hid  notice  the  d«ftisabi]ify  oC 
h*mj;  (locic  nceommodation  tlicn 

14S}7.  Have  you  ever  got  unytiuug  duue  1' — 
The  Pacha  has  ced«^i  land  to  u»,  and  w«  should, 
perii^,  mwieiwe  «Mtttui»|r  in  obtaniiig 
penniMion  to  build  a  jiniviug  dook  at  Sncs,  lail 
that  ia  a  very  coptly  affair,  and  if  tl>c  French 
hare  one  there  we  should  no  doubt  have  an  appur- 
tantty  of  using  it  if  we  required  to  do  so. 

1498.  Did  yon  CTer  i-uccffel  in  (i()tuiuiii<.'  tlic 
ooncesBion  of  liberty  to  makt»  docks  at  Suez  irom 

Pacha  of  Egypt  f-^I  do  not  remember  that 
va  arar  aaked  pemiie.«ion  to  maka  dooka^  «e 
Mind  and  dhtsnied  permission  to  do  other  tbin^ 
there.  Wc  are  constantly  cxten«Hn<^  the  fiunlitits 
of  the  place;  in  fact,  Sioea  has  bocome  very 
gieady  altered  durii^  tiie  las*  fair  yaaniL 

1499.  Did  the  French  rnmpany,  n?  Foon  as 
they  got  thcrr  conces»ion  truni  the  French  Go- 
remment,  in  a  few  weakv  ftbtain  a  oonoe8i<ion 
hrm  the  Egyptian  Government  to  establish 
dockf>? — Yew,  they  did,  because  the  French  con- 
i  mplnto  innkinn;  Suez  a  grand  terminus  of  tiicir 
lodo  Chinese  line,  and  at  a  teiminal  port  dock 
■ecuuiuodation  ia  eaaeBtially  wpcaasary* 

1500.  Have  the  French  company  obtMnsd  tin 
rigitt  of  applyiiii;  any  of  the  money  charged  by 
Ibe  fteiia  lor  the  trannit  thr0«|gll  xlSffft  towards 
Iheconstnietton  of  diH;k»  for  some  years  feu  come? 
— T  mu  not  aware  what  the  nature  of  the  arxanee- 
ment  i.-.  or  hoti»  Aey  ax]i«et  to  b*  HftaiA  tor 
thoee  docks. 

f5n.  Are  yon  amm  thai  tlwy  bare  a  spetda) 

Wntract  wltli  the  Pncha  of  Kpypt  with  rc::-.Tnl  tn 
the  ^wroprtation  of  the  charge  tor  the  trjui^iU: 
Ibwo^bk  Egypt I'^Ni^,  I  am  not;  the  only  part 
of  the  arrat^emcnt  with  respect  to  the  transit 
that  1  kn«>w  about  is  this:  that  our  arranpfenieat 
with  the  Pacha  ia  the  same  as  witii  the  Frcnt^h. 
amrly,  to  cany  firsl^elaM  paasai^^  tfarongh 
•t  Ae  mrae  rate  per  b«ad,  an«  sa  OB. 

!5f)2.  TJic  charge  to  you  and  tu  them  beiuji,' 
exactly  the  same,  are  yoB  aware  of  this  diftiereiiee, 
Alt  yon  pay  ii  and  tbm  tliey  do  nol»  but  that 
tfier  apply  the  money  towards  the  <Hinatructiou 
of  their  d«>ek9? — No,  I  was  not  aware  of  that;  I 
nerer  heard  of  rt. 
1503.  Mr.  CAiidert,^  Yoo  stateds  did  yon  noty 
itarnetoa  1 


that  tf  yoQ  uunLinetoQ  far  tbe  tmnaport  aawioe 

between  duez  and  India,  you  would  not  cmvey 
the  troops  in  the  same  sirips  aa  you  nujrry  your 
imUb  and  passengers  in  ? — 1  do  not  think  I  can 
lay  that  we  have  prone  very  far  into  this  matter. 
The  letter  t»>  Sir  t.'harle«  Woodembotlies  all  tiiat 
wc  thi  iitght  about  it  at  the  time.  Wien  we  found 
that  the  Uovernmeat  had  it  in  eootemplation  to 
uderlake  tbe  traiwpert  ef  relieft  to  and  frem 
India  ri^  Suez,  it  appeared  to  ho  a  matter  which 
Would  very  weli  cotuu  witiiin  the  range  of  our 
dunter  ami  our  general  opeiatiMiaf  tad,  there- 
we  mrniied  to  t}ia  Utwejaiinent  tbnt  «« 
0.4;:, 


sIjouM  he  ready  to  entertain  the  question  of  un-  c.  W.^ 
dertakiug  it ;  but  we  have  not  gone  var)r  far  Ibmdl^  ibfe> 

into  the  subject.   

I'lOl.  Vou  t»tatc;l,  did  you  n^r,  tliat  it  would  «4  April 
be  very  incouvtinient  to  carry  tioi-ji?  in  the  sum  '866. 
ebipa  aa-  potibengei>? — licnciaily  speaki)n;,  w<a 
have  no  room  for  t!u  ni.  Wc  now  an  !  tlwn  ciUTy 
a  few  troo|>d  bclweca  (JiiiJt!  uud  CUiiui,  bvimuM 
tlte  vetiMirt  get  relieved  of  many  passeagora  on 
that  iino,  and  we  have  room;  we  imv^  ooea* 
sionallr  taken  40  or-50  m«o  at » time b«t  it  liaa 
I  ecu  ulinoat  in  thatsanae  of  obliging  tho  Qvvern* 
nient. 

USOff.  Vuo  are  aware  tliat  now  \\ i :  practice  ia, 

whenever  it  in  po.-^.siljlc.  to  .-cikI  a  \s '..  Aki  rri/!ineat 
or  a  whole  butuilinu  ia  uiic  trauspori  ^up?  —  Yes, 
I  believe  *><>. 

IdO&  You  could  not,  by  any  poMibihty.  corv 
▼ey  a  vhola  r^^raent  or  a  whole  batttilion  iu  a 
paiscn^fcr  ship  between  Suez  'and  Boinhay, 
could  you? — Certainly  not,  iu  any  one  exiatiug 
liasdeagtr  abip;  uud,  probublv,  die  offioera  in 
>ii!  a  a  case  would  be  accuuipanied  by  their  wives, 
ajul  iu  some  imtaaciu  by  their  childreo  nod  ser> 
vunt.''. 

1507.  buppofllng  that  the  Govemmeni  conr 
eidarad  it  ibie  most  advantageous  plaji  to  ouavey 
wliole  regiuients  or  whole  Ijattalioiis  at  a  fima 
from  Eni^and  to  Alexaivlria,  or  back,  in  counec- 
tian  with  the  Indian  rdieia,  you  could  uot, 
{iractically,  t!onvcy  those  regiments,  cinild  v.>u, 
for  the  rcdt  ikf  the  route  between  Suez  and  India 
in  your  passenger  Mpa  ?— ^Certainly  not 

1508.  Therefore,  you  would  have  to  pul  on 
special  ships  for  that  purpose? — Yos,  that  was 
what  we  conteui plated  when  we  wiolo  that  lutter. 

1509.  And  in  putting  on  those  special  shipa 
~  -  wotdd  only  be  employed  in  that  aemnoe 


the 


during  the  period  nf  the  year  in  which  ukui)* 
could  he  oonvej'ed? — Yes,  I  thiuk  that  Lo  the 
OMrrect  view  of  iC 

15  lU.  Arayou  aware  that  it  has  been,  decided,, 
upon  undoubtod  principle,  tik&t  troops  ought  not 
to  be  I'ltnvi  ycd  to  and  truiu  Iiulia.  except  in  tlick 
eeoi  season  of  the  year  ? — That,  I  ahoald  uuagine, 
would  be  tba  oewcse  adopted  by  the  Gowemmeat. 
<  >in-  experience  o\\  that  piiint  would  go  to  Aow 
that  that  would  be  the  pro]>cr  course 

15 LI.  Thnreforc,  uiJesa  yov  had  aome  otiter 
arapk^aMBt  for  tliose  ships,  you  would  be  put  to 
the  same  exp«ue  as-  the  Goveminent  would  bei 
put  to  unlc^*  tJiey  liud  K>mc  other  cinjiloymeut 
tor  their  skips  ? —  i  e^  th«y  would  bo  lying:  idJie^ 
unless  at  those  saaaona  of  the  Tear  wben  t£e  co^ 
veyance  of  (r<u>|is  hy  the  Hcu  Sea  would  he  UQ- 
aid\i«uble,  \\kusni.  biimc  ve^i>els  could  be  empluved 
ui  moving  of  troops, peibapa,  to  Auatnlin  oi  New^ 
Zealand,  or  in  other  ways. 

1512.  But  if  it  was  in  your  liahds,  wouUT  not 
lliat  be  jiuet  the  season  of  tlio  year  when  you 
have  tile  least  employment  for  your  ehi^  — 
ifee;  we  ahoald  be  very  glad  eometimes  to  be 

relieved  ol'  the  ohligallun  uf  regularly  dc?iiatcTiing 
the  t>teaiu«i>,  uud  liiaL  i«  always  lo  be  bocne  in 
aaiad  with  regard  to  our  mail  service.  There 
are  seasons  of  the  year  in  which  it  \&  really  a  loss 
to  us  to  dtspatcli  a  vessel  with  maiL ;  we  hav» 
tew  padsenger:3  and  little  cargo,  and  we  ahoiilJ  be 
very  glad  to  lie  by  £jr  a  time. 

151&  So  that  if  you  had  a  contract  for  dto 
transpiirt  pcrvli  e,  as  well  an  for  tlie  mail  e  rvice, 
it  would  uiki  Lu  your  diAiculty,  having  a  large 
number  of  uuemployed  ihipa  ia  tbe  hot  season  of 
the  year  ? — it  wookL 

K  2  1514.  The 
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]\r  ISH.  The  Government,  on  the  other  hand, 

HoKcH^  Etq.  having  the  Australian   and  other  eervices  to 

  conduct,  might  be  Ma  to  employ  tlieir  ships  in 

H  '^'^  that  6ea«on  ? — Ye^,  but  if  tlte  GoYemmeiit  had 
iSOK  lihought  fit  to  come  under  any  arrangement  with 
the  Company  with  loi^ard  to  the  transport  of 
t(Oopa,  that  ai'i-angcmeut  between  tlie  Uovem- 
nient  and  the  Company  might  ^are  inetuded  tiie 
transport  of  troope  to  Australia  nnd  to  other  )>ai-t?. 

1515.  Mr.  Ai/rton.'\  You  mean  that  you  would 
have  shifted  the  vessels  ? — Yes. 

151f».  So  that  if  you  had  to  make  a  run  for 
Australia  you  would  ]nit  a  large  fthij)  on  tlie  line 
for  that  journey,  instead  of  putting  it  Ott  the  tiott 
to  Bombay  ? — 'We  might  do  ea 

1517.  Mr.  3for*A.J  You  migfit  arrange  that, 
might  you  not,  by  getting  your  ships  docked  at 
the  tjme  when  they  wiif  nt>t  wanted? — The 
dockiiig  of  a  ship  for  cleaning  is  a  Ul  ucess  of  only 
three  or  fonr  <lnys ;  but  the  dooking  of  a  ahip 
for  repairs  in  another  matter. 

1518.  You  stated  that  your  ships  are  not  very 
well  suited  for  carrying  troopa ;  yon  have  cahina 
for  fir8t-«Ia5!>  passengers,  boflx  fore  MmI  tA,  have 
you  not  ?— \  e.s  wo  have;  moat  of  our  Tenelfl 
have  one  flusli  deck. 

1519.  That,  in  fact»  gives  no  aeeommodation 
for  piTfinil-rlass  pa«M?nger8  or  for  troops? — The 
foremoet  part  of  thot>e  vessels  is  appropriated  to 
eecoud-class  passengers  on  the  same  deck.  I  ran 
give  the  Committee  a  rough  idea  of  the  propor- 
tion. For  instance,  one  vessel,  the  "  Poonah," 
vn  the  Southampton  and  Ah'xandria  line,  ha?* 
accommodation  for  139  first-'clasd  passengers  and 
50  seoond-dash  The  "  Pwa*  has  aooommodation 
for  119  first-ehus  passengera  and  34  second- 
class. 

1520.  Mr.  Childert.']  Reverting  to  Aft  qoes- 
tion  which  was  asked  you  a  short  time  agO)  you 
do  not  think  that  your  loss  on  account  of  the 
non-cni{)h)ynient  of  traueport  ^hips  in  the  hot 
aeaaoiiSi  supuosing  that  you  had  a  transport  oom- 
tract,  woud  be  greater  than  the  loss  wnioh  the 
Crovemment  would  eustiiin  ? — I  think  not. 

1521.  Is  it  the  case  that  you  can  turn  a  pas- 
senger ship  into  a  transport  sliip  without  any 
scrioiH  inronvenlence  ? — ^It  is  a  work  of  some 
time  and  trouble;  the  requirements  of  the 
authorities  of  the  transfxirt  department  are 
rather  peculiar,  and,  no  doubt,  if  a  vesael  had  to 
be  employed  frequently  or  pennanendy  aa  a 
transport,  they  would  require  something  very 
different  in  arrangement  to  the  internal  fittings 
of  our  vessels  for  general  pesaeiigeis. 

1622.  Are  ynn  aware  that  some  years  ago 
there  was  an  inquiry  by  the  House  of  Commons 
into  the  transport  system  ? — Yes,  I  am. 

15S3.  And  that  the  lesolt  of  that  inq^uiry  was 
a  series  of  recommendationa  to  improve  the 
character  of  transport  ships?— I  did  not  see  tlie 
papers. 

1524.  Youareawai'c,  pro!  lal)!  y,  thattiie  House  of 

Commons  recommended  tliat  tlic  transport  service 
should  be  conducted  l>y  the  Government? — Yes. 

1525.  My  question  j>ointed  to  this :  Could 
yon  oonvemently,  considering  the  fittings  and 
arrangements  of  a  passenger  ship,  on  Ibe  other 
side  of  Suez,  eimvert  that  .iliip.  without  great 
expense,  into  a  transport? — It  would  oauee  a  great 
deal  of  expense  and  mneh  temporary  ineoive- 
nience. 

1526.  So  that  the  only  possible  way  in  which 
you  could  conduct  a  permanent  transport  service 
would  be  by  having  an  establishment  of  trans- 
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port  slilps  r  -  We  had  some  >  es.<5el»  which  were 
not  meeting  all  the  requirements  of  the  mail  and 
passengers  at  that  time,  and^  in  making  this  pro* 
position,  we  tliought  we  could  devote  theni 
^iwcially  to  the  transport  service. 

1527.  Would  tliOHc  lihips  he  arcTpted  by  the 
Transport  l>eparttaont  ? — As  regard*  their 
streni^  and  the  general  reqnirementa  whidi  I 
tjelle\  (;  the  Goveriinu  iit  \\  \A\  fulfilled  wh<'n  they 
accept  a  transport.,  such  as  MesfiVe'.  Wignam'sor 
Mesars.  Green's,  they  would  probably  have  been 
accepted  ;  hut,  a?  to  tl»e  mode  of  internal  fittiiu', 
I  call  not  say  that  we  should  luivc  hud  vc&tscLi 
adapted  to  their  special  j)ur)>o^s. 

1^2$.  But,  considenug  the  improvements 
whieh  Partiament  has  thought  fit  to  carry  out 
in  the  sanitary  eonditlou.-i  and  comforts  of  the 
soldier,  do  you  think  that  those  ships  would  be 
accepted  at  the  present  time  for  the  lied  Sea 
.scr\)ce? — Proltahlv  not.  I  ohservcf!  in  llie  paper 
whieli  Mr.  Ayrton  has  betore  Jiiui,  that  one 
ve$i?el,  the  "Himalaya,''  a  vcifitii'l  which  was 
built  by  our  eompany»  and  purchased  by  the 
Government,  is  i^rreid  to  as  a  perfect  vessel  as 
a  steanibhiji;  but  as  a  "make-shift,"  'i'^  trans- 
port, notwithafandiiM  the  great  number  of  troops 
siie  has  carried  at  diShrent  timee  to  all  parte  of 
the  world. 

152i).  Has  she  carried  troops  in  the  lied  Sea  ? 
—I  think  not  up  and  down  the  lied  Sea.  I  do 
not  remember  that  she  has  ever  been  to^  Suez, 
but  she  has  carried  troops  to  and  from  India. 

1530.  1h  it  not  the  ea^c,  that  carrying  a  bat- 
taJi<m  wiUi  women  and  duldreu  and  officers  in 
the  Ked  8ea  ts  a  very  dififersnC  matter  to  carry- 
ing a  battalion  from  tliis  country  to  America? — 
Ko  doubt.  1  have  heard  that  the  French  have 
snliered  on  one  or  two  occasions,  from  having 
rather  more  troops  on  board  thdr  vessels  than 
was  safe  in  the  hot  season. 

1531.  So  that  you  would  have  practically  to 
build  a  fleet  of  traomort  ships,  if  you  had  a  con- 
tnet  fiir  that  eervioe? — Looking  at  the  length  to 
which  the  matter  is  now  heinii  carried  by  the 
Government,  and  to  ilieir  intention  to  send  back- 
wards and  finrwards  the  whole  of  tlte  reliefs  of 
the  Indian  army,  I  do  not  see  how  the  case  coidd 
have  been  met  otlierwise  than  by  the  construc- 
tion of  a  s])ecial  fleet  of  vcesels. 

1532.  And  if  you  had  such  a  fleet  of  special 
▼esseb  adapted  for  some  oflier  tiian  tibe  mul 
service,  would  y""  not  ha%e  to  add  considerably 
to  yotir  contract;  because,  in  the  event  of  its 
coming  to  an  end,  those  ships  could  only  be 
used  as  transport  fhips  ?  —  1  do '  not  know 
whether  we  should  have  looked  forward  to  the 

Probability  of  the  contract  coming  to  an  end  :  we 
ave  some  oonfidenoe  that  the  connnunicatiun 
with  India  must  be  an  cndnring  thing,  althuugh 
modificalionB  or  altaMlMiM  maj  be  introduoed 
into  it. 

1533.  You  think  that  your  poeidon  in  the 
East  if?  such  that  yoii  may  locdc  ujpon  it  as  nearly 

Eermaueut':' — Wc  aic  not  looking  forward  to 
eing  sold  up  as  it  were. 

1534.  And  probably  getting  this  contract 
would  add  still  more  to  this  pennanency  f — ^17a> 
douLtedly.  T  think  anythln"r  that  would  im  rcase 
what  lias  been  sometimes  called  our  monopoly 
there,  but  wlubh  we  say  means  our  power  to  do 
the  public  work  at  low  rates,  woula  add  ttj  thi^ 
permanency ;  it  has  been  the  jKWi.seftalou  of  a  large 
fleet  of  ships  and  dockyard  ei^tahlirilnneata  which 
has  enableo  us  to  do  the  publie  work  oheaply. 

1^  So 
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1^3.  So  that  if  it  were  not  the  iiolii'y  of  the 
Govenuuent  perromuntly  to  establish  that 
nonopoly,  they  might  be  wise  in  nut  giving  you 
the  traDS{>ort  tmrneai — That  u  ouc  view  of  it, 
c«rtaialy. 

1538.  Mr.  Ai/rtm,']  Do  you  thiuk  that  the 
public  will  oontinite  to  be  nlicfied  with  your 
conveying  the  tnatlB  under  yoor  IO*kiiot  agreo* 
ment,  wlicu  tlie  Government  run  those  ships,  at 
the  «amc  time,  at  15  kuots  an  hour? — I  do 
not  look  forward  to  the  Ctoyernment  running 
:!j.>ie  vefsc]>  nt  15  knots  nn  hour.  I  think  I  saw 
Kimethin^  about  13  knots  au  hour,  or  1-i  knots 
an  hour,  but  it  was  at  a  measured  mile,  and  with 
a  view  to  tbD  attainment  oi'  8  to  10  knots  an  hour 
at  »ea. 

1537.  Chainnanr  There  ir'  a  |iarap-:i|)h  In  a 
letter  from  the  Director  of  Transiiort  Services 
-to  the  Seer^Miy  of  tiie  Adnunltf ,  dated  6th 
OctolK-r  1864,  in  which  he  etatee,  "  On  referrinf;; 
to  liie  Controller  of  the  Xavy  he  stated  that  the 
ves^t«  should  be  capable  of  eacTJuig  13  days' 
:ntl  fivf  n  rate  of  14  knotf*,  which  rate  will 
eiablc  liitm  to  give  a  fair  average  of  fit>m  eight 
to  10  knots  ^rhat  is  your  opinion  with  regard 
to  that  i — should  understand  the  14  knota  to 
BNin  a  trial  rate  of  speed. 

1538.  Mr.  Ayrtoju\  Are  you  aware  that  ships 
are  built  by  contract,  to  run  15  kiu>ts  at  the  trial 
nle?— Yes ;  I  believe  there  are  aame  few  mdi 

TliC  eoulraci  is  i\mi  they  ekall  run  14 
knots  at  the  trial  mile  ?-— Yea. 

1540.  Your  veaseia  are  only  oonttxvcted  to  run 
12  knotj*,  T  believe? — Yes,  12 knots  was  onr  trial 

rale.  iiviT  v  ■  rx  -eeJeJ  tli  if  in  ijn  -*  cat-e^  ;  we 
are  not  now  under  the  obligation  ot  testing  them 
b  Aat  w^. 

1541.  Tlie  Government  having  those  powerful 
vesselii,  and  having  troops  on  board,  do  yuu  think 
tiiey  will  not  employ  the  aneed  that  they  can 
ma  at  between  Suez  and  Bomhey  ?— -Con-  . 
lidering  that  a  high  rate  of  speed  always  iuvolvea 
a  very  j^reat  increase  of  expenditure,  I  should 
iou^ine  it  more  likely  that  they  will  go  at  a 
BM&rate  rate  of  speed.  It  may  be  very  useful 
for  them  to  have  tne  power  of  going  at  a  high 
rate  of  speed  in  case  of  emergency.  I  can  un- 
denOwa  that ;  but  if  they  are  merely  moving 
troops,  as  reliefs,  baokwairda  and  forwards,  as 
reliefs,  I  should  qnestioa  whether  they  would 
<ro  to  the  e.\j>eii.<e  of  the  great  consiunption  of 
fuel  which  would  be  ueoesaary  to  attun  such  ex- 
trane  speed. 

1542.  Can  you  answer  the  qttestion  whieh  I 
put  to  you,  as  to  tlie  per-centage  of  your  expen- 
mtore  upon  fixed  establiahmenits  in  India,  wtlli 
reference  to  your  expenditnre  afloat  ? — I  have  a 
paper  here  which  I  tUidc  will  give  the  Com- 
mittee some  information  upon  that  point.  I 
brought  it  with  me,  thinkuig  it  might  bo  oi 
iiOeraflt,  and  it  juurtly  answers  llie  honoorable 
Member's  question.  It  exhibits  the  amount 
expended  on  the  repairs  aud  renewals  of  the 
Staamahips  of  our  fleet  during  five  yean  from 
1861  to  1865  inclusive.  in  1861  we  ex- 
pended in  repurs  and  rcflts  292,442  /.  ;  in  18G2, 
355,258  /.  ;  in  l>^t;3,  :J59,Sil7  /.  :  in  1864, 
^ly480  ^,  aud  in  1865,  294,459,  making  n  total 
etpeaffiture  in  repmn,  only  for  five  years,  of 
1,663,550  /.,  or  an  average     :^32,711  /. 

1543.  Coidd  you  give  us  any  idea  of  tlic  cx- 
peafitofe  em  tiie  veiaela  afloat.  I  am  not  speak- 
iQg  of  the  provisioiiiiig  of  the  pamengersi  but  the 
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cxjienditurr  in  keeping  up  the  vessels  afloat? —  jj-^'j/'v 
If  you  mean  the  cost  of  running  them,  the  coal  ■"'"'■*''» 
expenses,  and  so  on,  I  am  not  so  well  prepared  to 
answer  tliat  question.  ^^iSa^ 

1544.  That  exiieniUture  is  made  at  several  iBoo. 
establishments  in  difl'erent  parts  of  vour  system, 
is  it  not)f — Yes;  it  exists  at  all  tunes;  it  is  a 
chronic  state  with  us;  we  have  always  two  or 
three  large  >hi|>.s  under  heavy  repair,  and  re* 
cei\ing  new  boilera. 

1546.  And  for  Aoee  purposes  yon  find  it 
necessary  to  liave  fixed  pi:tahll.4unent.-^  nt  several 
parts  ol  your  line  of  communication  — Ye?. 

1*546.  Then  the  Gk>Teroroent,  if  it  is  to  esta- 
Mifi!!  a  hue  of  transport?,  would  have  to  do  the 
same,  and  kce\t  u|>  c.stablifchnients? — No  doubt. 

1647.  And  if  the  Government  vessels  arc  aa 
large  as  4,000  or  5,000  tons,  those  fixed  establish- 
ments would  be  more  expemave  in  dieir  chameter 
tlinn  yours  for  smidl  ▼es8ds>  would  they  not? — 
Yes,  they  would. 

1548.  And  they  would  haTe  to  keep  np  those 
establishments  in  addition  to  yours  ? — It  is  pos- 
sible that  they  might  come  to  the  Couiiian^  for 
facilities  of  docking,  and  so  on  ;  in  fact,  1  think  it 
is  more  than  likely.  There  haye  been  communi- 
ealions,  not  official,  but  conTemtaone  hare  taken 
plac  e  and  inquiries  have  been  made  witli  a  \i 

to  some  aiTangement  for  our  meeting  some  pai't 
tit  the  Government  requirements,  in  the  supply 
of  coals  and  of  provisions  nt  certain  station-^. 

1549.  Chairinati.^  "What  docking  facililies 
have  you  1 — Our  chief  docking  faciliticB  arc  at 
B<nnbay,  Caloutta,  Hong  Koi^  and  Sydney; 
we  have  no  docks  at  any  oth«r  porL 

155(1.  "What  is  the  largest  vessel  that  you  can 
take  into  yonr  dry  dock  — The  dry  dock  which 
we  are  now  buildmg  at  Bombay  will  take  in  the 
largest  vessel  afloat,  except  the Great  Eftstem." 

1551.  Do  you  believe  that  the  Government 
have  any  dock  capable  of  taking  in  a  ddj^  of 
4,000  tons  burthen? — I  have  not  the  dimensume 
of  the  Government  Bock  at  Bombay  with  me. 

1552.  Do  not  you  find  that  the  bnttoins  of 
vour  shijis  foul  very  much  in  the  Eastern  seas  ? — 
Very  rapidly ;  timtis  one  of  the  great  difficultiea 
that  we  have  to  contend  again.it,  and  wlileh  con- 
Anns  what  I  stated  the  other  day,  that  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Indian  seas  is  not  to  be  oompared 
with  that  of  the  Atlan^. 

1553.  Lord  Eoiert  Montt^l  Are  yours  iron 
ships? — They  arc  all  Iron  Hlii|i.>*. 

1554.  Chairman.^  How  often  do  you  suppose 
one  of  your  vessels,  wluoh  goes  constantly  up 
and  down  the  Red  Bea,ha8  to  bo  docked  to  clean 
her  bottom  ? — If  she  runs  over  nine  or  10  months, 
espeeially  at  eertain  seasons,  the  fouling  takes 
place  very  rapidly ;  the  growth  of  grass  is  tlie 
same  in  water  as  on  lanu;  It  is  afl^cted  by  the 
seaeon?  ;  and  if  a  vessel  has  not  been  docked  for 
12  months,  we  very  soon  b^^  to  find  out  a  great 
dinunntion  in  speed. 

1555.  Can  you  dock  your  vessels  with  similar 
facilities  at  Calcutta  ana  at  Hong  Kong  ? — Yea. 

1556.  Have  you  a  dry  dock  at  Hong  Kong 
also  ? — We  have  the  use  of  a  dry  dock  there  ; 
we  have  no  dock  of  our  own ;  at  Sydney  also  wo 
are  obliged  to  provnlc  docking  aeeoinmodation. 

1557.  What  sized  vessel  can  you  put  into  the 
dry  dock  at  Hong  Kong  ? — "We  put  in  our  hagest 
yesscls;  wc  have  docked  a  vesael  over  800  leet 
long  at  Hong  Kong. 

1558.  Mr.  Laird.]  Are  yott  awars  that  the 
Government  have  oude  »  private  amngement 
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^-  '''^•^      with  a  private  diKik-owuer  at  lh>u\^  Kou^j;  <<,  alter 
hoKtU,  Haq.  tjjg  (Jepth  o(  hie  dock  «o  aa  to  take  ia  tUc  largeet 
.     ek«i  nan  of  war? — I  w«»  not  kware  of  tl»t 
•4  Appl  arrant^eineiit. 
iSoOi  lo59.  Mr.  ChiitiersA  Do  ^you  know  liow  maiiv 

feet  over  the  fill  vou  nave  ill  Honjf  Kong?--! 
do  not  think  we  have  ever  hatlatiy  ditKculty  with 
regard  to  the  dc|)tJi  of"  water;  we  docked  the 
"  CcJuiubian"  there;  »he  has  rather  a  larue 
draught  of  water ;  I  euppoae  iier  dock  draugot 
woqIu  be  abont  18  or  19  feet^ 

MfiO.  Are  yoti  not  awaic  that  tlh  (  Invern- 
uiciit  arraoged  to  increa»e  the  deptii  oi'  Mr. 
LaittoiiiredeeketoS4fe6t? — Ian  not  awaro  of 
tLat ;  with  regard  to  a  «|ueBtion  which  was  put 
to  me  by  tl»c  honourable  Member  for  Birkeu- 
hcod  the  otlier  day^  tt  to  the  navigation  of  ldlip^3 
in  the  Indiaii  ioae,  perhaps  the  Oominittee  wUl 
permit  me  to  my  that  T  have  brought  with  me  a 
return  .-'Iiowiiii^  tlai  < onpequcncer  of  the  tran.sfer 
of  vei»i>el(:  ciii)ilo\vd  in  liic  Mcditerraiiean  ser- 
vice to  the  Indian  t»ea$.  I  take  tiie  case  of  the 
•*  Mooltan,"  and  T  fin'l  tliat  \vc  <^ot  nii  increase 
io  the  coueuuiption  ol  eoal  <ii  IcmU  tiibeu  per 
mile,  and  a  deoreaae  of  l-8th  of  a  knot  per 
'  lioiir  in  Bjwed.  in  tlw  caae  of  the  "  £Uora"  we 
liad  ao  increaee  of  3qr».  3dlbe.  (nearly  Icwt.) 
in  the  couijumptiuu  of  coal  mr  uule«  Wld  a  da- 
•       creaoo  of  half  a  knot  in  speed. 

1561.  Mr.  Laird.'\  Can  yon  state  what  the 
total  coiisiimption  was  for  the  mile  ? — In  this  case 
of  the  Mooltan"  1  think  it  was  3owt.,  and  it 
was  nereaMd  to  4  ewt. 

1562.  Mr.  Childerg.']  Are  you  aware  that  the 
Gorernment  transport  service  is  only  pnSposed 
to  be  between  fluez  and  Bomljay?— I  was  ikot 

nwure  of  it  until  reading  it  iQ  the  Parliamentary 
panere  last  cvfining. 

1563.  Have  you  any  doubt  that  the  docking 
ac<>oinm«  <lntlun  at  Suez  and  Bombay  would  be 
practically  tiiough  for  that  service? — I  think 
that  the  present  docking  aCOOmmodation  might 
be  found  insuflicient,  because  a  vessel  under 
Kenvy  repair,  will  sometimes  occupy  the  dock  a 
Very  Inn;,'  titrie.  It  is  an  inconvt  iiirin  e  whieli  we 
arc  frequently  subject  to.  We  recently  repaired 
and  refitted  t!ie  Simla,"  a  very  large  vessel  at 
Bomliay,  und  >be  riefr-.-arllN  ixciipied  t!ie  dock 
a  very  long  time  to  the  exclusion  tti  tiiher  vessels, 
which  we  .'ihould  have  been  very  glad  to  have 
put  in  for  the  mere  purpose  of  cleaning. 

1564.  Considering  the  nature  of  the  steiunera 
that  the  India  Office  propose  to  employ  between 
Suez  and  Bond>ay  in  tlte  transport  service,  do 
jfou  conceive  that  the  docking  aooommodation  is 
insufficient  f  .r  thorn? — The  present  dnrkinij  uc- 
oonmiodation  would  pivibably  be  found  inade- 
quate to  all  the  requirements  that  would  arise  in 
oonneotion  with  a  large  fleet. 

ld6S.  T  mean  as  to  the  Government  dock  ac- 
eomniodntion?— I  do  not  think  I  can  answer  tlitit 
question. 

1.566.  Mr.  Laud.~j  Have  the  Goveraiuent  a 
dock  of  their  own  at  Bombay  which  ea»  hold 
those  iarare  tnta^portsi' — Xhese  is  a  Govormaeat 
dock  at  Bombay,  but  I  cannot  speak  to  the  ca< 

1)acit3- of  it.  1  could  pioeure  the  infi  riiuitioii ; 
[  have  it  at  the  ofikc.  1  am  tuld  that  tiw  Uo- 
vemment  dock  at  Bombay  could  not  take  in  lAte 
C4intco)platcd  vet^-els. 

I'fiT.  Some  (iiiej-tions  have  been  atdced  you 
about  the  docket  ;u  Sues,  in  which  1  understood 
the  honourable  Member  to  say,  that  ib»  FMMk 


C'oiMpany  were  to  jhiv  the  panic  aniinint  for  the 
trausit  ucrotM  the  iKthtnus  as  you  were  to  pay, 
but  that,  the  money  was  to  go  towards  payii^ 
for  fhr.sc  (liH'kB;  are  you  aware  of  tliat'f — 1  was 
not  aware  ul  the  manner  in  which  the  taamy 
rciceived  by  the  Pasha  from  tlie  French  Company 
18  expended.  We  know  how  he-  Hpcnds  the  money 
which  he  gct«  from  us;  he  has  i>cen  buying 
steamer^  lately,  providing  a  fleet  of  8teaitten  for 
himself;  and  it  all  goes  in  that  way. 

1568.  Do  yon  euppoee  that  the  hoBOnraUs 
Mcinlicr  is  correct  in  nis  tiiip|»;!>ition  that  those 
docks  when  completed  will  belong  to  the  li^p-^ 
tiaa  Government  ? — I  am  not  aware  that  may 
have  any  hold  ii|iori  tficm, 

ll  llic  Egyptian  tiovcrmnent  are  jjaying 
for  them  by  instalrocnte  to  the  French  company, 
the  object  no  doubt  is  in  the  ead  to  get  poB» 
session  ef  these  docks  am  quite  tmaware  sf 
the  nature  of  the  arrangement. 

1570.  Should  there  be  such  an  arrangement, 
and  the  dock  beemne  the  property  of  the  Egyp- 
tian Government,  then  it  may  be  opened  tn  vuur 
steamers,  and  to  the  Government  steamers?— 
Yes,  we  look  forward  to  having  access  to  those 
docks,  whether  they  belong  to  the  Message ries 
Imperiales  Company  or  to  the  French  or  Egyp- 
tian Governments  ;  if  a  dock  is  not  occupied,  we 
generally  find  the  means  of  getting  pemiaaioo  to 
iiaeit. 

1571.  Mr.  Ayrton.']  How  much  do  you  pay  M 
the  contract  rate  from  Sues  to  Alexandria  ?— 
The  charge  is  4/.  10s.  for  aflni^UiBs  pKiesenger,. 
including  three  cwt.  of  luggage.  It  has  been 
much  reduced  within  a  few  years ;  we  used  to 
pay  at  one  time  12/. 

1572.  JDo  you  know  enough  of  the  climate  and 
cireumstanccs  of  Lidia,  to  be  able  to  mj^  how  far 
the  difficulties  which  you  hsve  hitherto  cx]>e- 
rienced  in  an  influx  of  jtassengere  at  one  time, 
and  a  diminution  at  another,  woold  he  omeroQBM 
by  thntu|;h  communication  by  means  of  tlie 
railways  in  India? — No,  I  do  not;  we  have 
endeavoured  at  diliercnt  times  to  die-tribute 
the  passeager  traffic  wuan  ev«dy  over  the  year; 
we  tried  it  onoe,  but  wi^KMit  snoceso,  tar 
ducing  our  nitcs  of  paxsuge  money  at  those 
seawms  when  passengers  were  most  averse  t» 
travelling.  Wa  made  a  ver^  considerable  abate^ 
ment  in  the  passage  money  in  what  is  called  thp 
hot  season,  but  we  could  not  succeed  in  distribu- 
ting the  passengers  over  the  year. 

1573.  Are  yon  aware  of  the  diffieuhiea  that 
arise,  to  a  ooosidend>le  extent,  in  travelliii^  faiki 
p*,)rts  from  the  interior  of  India,  at  tKmie  sea-  r 
of  the  year? — I  have  had  no  practical  exj^eri- 
ence  of 'that.  Willi  nspeet  to  the  see  passage, 
1  may  mention  one  case:  two  years  ago,  the  heat 
oi"  the  Red  Sea  was  such,  that  notwithHtanding 
wc  had  the  mails  on  board,  the  commander  of 
the  vessel  was  obliged  to  turn  the  diip  ravid 
smI  to  |Mrt  her  back  e^vr  her  course  tn  orilsr 
prodncn  :i  '  um'nt  «)f  air  r  MKL'h  the  .«hi]>,  and  to 
enable  tiieui,  in  fact,  to  breattie.  That  was  an 
eoctRwieease. 

1.'574.  Have  you  no  means  of  creating  artificial 
ventilati<m  in  your  vessels  to  the  east? — Yes, 
they  arc  all  fitted  with  pttldnlM, and w« have  been 
attempittiig  to  introduce  some  mean*  of  ventila- 
tion by  air  pumps  woriced  from  the  engines,  hot 
it  most  alwavH  be  borne  iu  inind  tliat  with  a  tem- 
perature of  the  atmosphere  of  jicrhaps  100  de- 
graaa»  the-  dr,  when  eet  in  metion,  may  appear 
to  he  cooler,  bat  it  does  net  pradaee  mach  effect; 

then 
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then  the  temperatare  of  th«  tM  W  wy  fire- 

qaently  over  HO  degrees. 

157  0.  But  wh«n  tiM  temperature  of  the  6X- 
icroal  air  in  no  very  great  the  ordinary  natural 
Ti'iitilation  ceases,  noes  it  not.  on  board  sliip  ? — 
i(  doef,  in  a  great  incaHuro  ;  ami  it  lrci(uently 
kifpeiM  thMt  at  tiie  l)otte«t  teaflon  of  the  year 
Ike  wind  ia  blowing  up  or  down  the  Bed  Sm  at 
about  the  rate  the  ve^^^icl  going,  so  that  ahe  ia 
tniveUing  through  a  {)ert'ectly  stagnant  atmosphere. 

1576.  Would  you  like  to  mf  that  yon  have 
p-^t  ri  wcll-voutiliittHl  sliip  at  all  in  yotir  i-prTice 
Id'twL'fii  SiH'z  and  Calrutta.  and  Uoinhiiy,  or, 
ratluT.  ii  well-ventilated  ship,  suited  to  the 
difflate  ?— We  thiok  that  we  have  doae  eveinr" 
thmg  to  produee  that  reaatt  fhat  can  iMMmUy  be 
dune,  ftn<l  I  think  wo  may  claim  to  lia\c  done  it 
aiiiiraa  ia  practicable-  1  liave  no  doubt  that  we 
ihodd  all  feel  it  very  iaconveniant  to  be  in  a 
veasel  at  such  a  time.  We  know  that  the  paa- 
sengerF  lie  about  the  ship;  they  leave  their 
cabins  and  their  berthB,  and  have  their  mattreeeee 
kiBoght  «n  daek ;  fa«t  thaj^  do  that  aa  a  natter 
<f  dwioe. 

1577.  Mr.  ^f(^rshJ  You  sutc  that  the  con- 
■HHiiwi  of  ooai  in  the  Bed  Sea  increases,  and 
lhel4«  apeed  deeraawM?  u  not  that  partly  owing 
to  thf"  heat  of  the  water,  which  prevrnt3  the 
•team  condensing  ? — That  is  oue  cauBe  ;  and  in 
addition  to  that,  the  ooal  that  ia  bnmt  on  the 
other  »ide  of  Suez  has,  in  all  cases,  suffered  ^reat 
deterioration,  it  beoomea  very  dusty  and  fnable, 
anii  tlif  Hues  of  the  boilers  arc  clioked;  tliea 
tffm  we  have  a  dittoul^  in  procuring  labour  j 
fatetfitii  aM  naitfw  hibmv  ia  Ifaa  «MnB»«oom; 
the  wurlc  rf  firini''  tFir  furnm-efl  i.-^  all  >hmr  hy 
oativefs  and  we  have  to  ein^y  about  four  men 
instead  of  one,  and  do  not  get  t  ne  work  so  well  done. 

1578.  The  heat  in  the  st«>ko-room  is  sometimes 
150  degrees,  is  it  not  ? — There  arc  cases  of  auch 
heat  as  that. 

Ii79.  That  ia  abnort  too  nneh,  ia  it  iiot»  finr 
aarEurofMMi  f----IthaalMmaeff«ctBiaTvhi^ 
1  ir'  'Ih  \  ]  I  r  pirc  and  drink  a  great  deal;  it  is, 
ot  course,  too  much  tor  avmc  i>eople.  We  have 
•—■double  per-oeata^e  of  engineen^  aad  of  4«r 
ttaff  g:encrally ,  on  the  t^ick  liety  aad  •  OQiiieqpeni 
increase  of  exjx;ndilure. 

1580.  Mr.  Laird.}  Hare  you  erer  been  on 
boad  the  CoMurd  reweh?— 1  have  aot;  I  hfti« 
aM  been  mMh  «f « tmteUer  nyaelf. 

1581.  You  give  a  mach  greater  >,  I  think, 
thu)  there  ia  in  any  vaMel  nuwing  across  the 
AdanUc,  for  the  jpaBsengere  in  the  cafaitia? — 
think  that  oor  cabins  arc  more  roomy  ,  as  a  rule, 
thaa  those  on  board  the  vessels  that  run  across 
the  Athuitie^    The  iidiridflal  meMer  hea 
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ISti.  Therefwo  you  «aBaat  carry  eo  many 

j«U5?enger8  as  they  can  in  tJiose  Cunard  vessels? 
— On  one  or  two  occasions  we  have  had  vess^ 
hllMraervioe  fitted  on  the  Atiantic  model,  and 
Wf  have  found  that  they  arc  tttt^llv  unsuitable 
ioT  OUT  route ;  a  Hush  deck,  with  cabins  on 
each  side,  eo  as  to  get  a  good  oarrent  of  air 
thnugh  the  ship,  is  what  we  require:  the  deck- 
hoBse  plan  is  altogether  unsuitabla  for  ear 
piirpoi<««. 

15B3.  When  vou  have  bought  other  vessels 
have  yon  generally  had  to  take  down  the  cabine 
aad  to  alter  them  ? — We  1 -nvp  had  to  refit  them 
-mthely  according  to  our  own  plans;  but  we 
ha^  not  done  that  ntil  heve  fomaA  tiien  to 
Im  nmitable  £at  our  purpeeee. 

0143. 


-1.  Admiral  Sri/inour.1  Willi  rcirard  focoal^ 
at  6ue.r.,  is  tliere  any  chanee,  in  your  opinion,  of  JTokw//,  E»q. 

the  coaLs  being  cheaper  owing  to  the  Freneh  being   '— 

canal?— If  the  c^nal  becanie 


altlc  to  make  their 
a\ai!ablc  for  the  transport  of  coaU,  it  would 
perhaps  have  tome  effect,  but  we  are  looking  for- 
ward to  eome  reduction  in  the  cost  of  eoaU  at 
8a«K  when  oonveypd  by  rail.  In  the  return 
whicli  T  |nit  in  the  "tlier  day,  the  actual  co>t  of 
our  hm  Iraiif  |)ort  of  coal  across  the  Desert  was 
USt.  Our  chairman  hat^  been  in  Egypt  within 
tliese  six  weeks,  and  one  of  the  things  which  he 
hopes  he  ijaa  arranged  with  the  Egj-ptian  Govern- 
ment is  some  redaction  in  the  cost  of  the  transit 
of  coals ;  bttt  there  is  only  a  single  line  of  rails, 
Mkd  the  traffioof  that  line  is  so  great  that  we  can- 
not expect  any  givut  reduction  at  present. 

1685.  With  regard  to  thia  canal,  I  believe 
there  is  water  ronmng  tfaroimrh  it  bow>  is  tibeve 
not?  -  I  believe  they  carried  nix  or  eight  tons  of 
coal  through  by  the  caual ;  they  came  to  ns  to 
fksk  us  to  buy  those  ooals  as  a  favour,  for  the  sake 
of  being  able  to  aay,  probably,  that  they  had 
suppliea  us  with  some  ooak. 

l.jHH.  Whenever  they  get  their  canal  the  coala 
could  not  cost  Sms.  in  the  transport;  they  i 
be  cheaper  thcn«  I  apprehend  ? — ^Yes,  certain] 
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1 (''iiirrnan^  Vou  stated  the  other  <lay 
that  you  would  put  ui  a  statetaent  of  the  weight 
and  measurement  of  the  nuiils  sent  from  Sonth- 
ampton  for  the  years  1864  and  lb65;  have  von 
that  statement  with  vou?  - 1  have  a  complete 
statement  of  the  number  of  packages  dispatched 
by  each  veesel  from  Soathamjpton  for  the  yean 
1W4  and  1S66,  dijttbfni^hiag  Hie  India,  OiinBk 
T  iiiVi  iv,  md  Auijtrolian  mails.  This,  of  course, 
only  indicates,  in  a  certain  de^ee,  the  quantity 
of  niaib  that  we  carry ;  eonia  are  drappcd  upon 
the  voyage,  and,  of  course,  others  arc  taken  in. 
But  1  think  I  may  say  that  our  veswl  i'ur  Au«- 
tcalia  leaves  Point  <le  Cralle  with  about  the  same 
namber  of  boxes,  and  the  aaaie  buHc  «£  maiia  on 
board,  as  shown  in  the  retnm  frcna  <SoaduBipl)an> 

1588.  What  is  the  greatest  weight  of  any  matt 
in  that  statement? — I  ace  tiiat  on  the  4th  «f 
November  last  year  there  were  shipped  on  boaai 
the"  Tatijitre  "  at  Soutl)8m]iton  106  tons  metisure- 
ment,  imd  4D  tons  weight  of  nails  fur  Iudia» 
China,  and  Australia.  1  think  that  there  amy  he 
even  a  laraer  amount  than  thaL 

1589.  Have  you  any  other  retarns  that  yon 
wlf»h  to  put  In?—!  have  brought  up  one  return 
ideliverixa  in  the  same)  Xo  »\\o\v  that  the  Company 
MM  not  been  standing  still,  a^  I  heard  &  witness 
state  the  other  day.  This  is  a  lir^t  ot'  the  ships 
we  have  Luilt  and  jjurcliaficd  from  1851)  to  the 
present  date :  28  ships  have  been  built  and  pur- 
chased nmoe  1859;  the  total  tonnage  of  thoee 
ships  anumnting  to  48,9M  tons,  and  the  horse- 
power 10.1  PO. 

1590.  We  may  asstime  that  all  the  ships  were 
of  the  heat  eoDStniction  and  containing  the  latest 
improvements  up  to  the  time  of  their  Ix  ing 
budt? — Yes;  in  »4>me  of  them  esperlally  we 
made  aa  effort  to  produce  something  in  the  way 
of  reduclDg  the  consumption  of  fuel,  which  ehouhl 
perlmpe  exceed  anything  that  has  boen  'hitherto 
done,  t)iit  we  have  been  to  a  certAin  extent  (lisaj>- 
nointt^;  we  hope,  however,  to  overcome  the 
iiffienlty  in  tinw. 

15)91.  Have  you  any  Ftatcment  of  the  mileage 
rates  of  passage  money  that  you  charge  ? — Yes  ; 
I  have  fann^^  n  statement  in  which  our  rates  of 
money  are  ]xit  in  cominnson  with  those 
k4  oT 
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of  tLe  Cuuard  line.  Tlierc  is  a  great  (leal  of 
mi^{)])reIicn8ion  existing  upou  that  |)oiut;  I 
take  our  rates  in  every  case  to  and  from  Soudl- 
amuton,  aud  tlieir  through  rate  from  Liverpool 
ta  New  York.  Oiir  rate  from  Southampton  to 
Alexandria  is  .10/.,  tlic  distance  being  very 
nearly  the  same  as  between  Liverpool  aod  Hew 
York;  and  tre  iodiuk  in  our  TictiuJling,  winoa 
and  ppiritd  ad  libitum  to  the  fiivt-class  passengers. 
Our  rate  to  Alexandria  tiDjiics  out  at  2^  d. 
per  mile ;  our  rate  from  Soutliamjiton  to  Bombay 
is  3J  d.  per  mile  ;  the  rate  from  Southampton  to 
Calcutta  isSi/, ;  the  rate  from  Southaiupton  to 
Hong  Kon^  i-<  .'5  d..  hut  from  Southampton  to 
S/dnejr  it  is  only  '2\d.i  I  take  the  chiei'  caW  fare 
hy  the  Britnh  Xnrtli  American  Royal  Mall 
ateamshipe  from  '.ivcrixiol  to  Now  Yink,  and  I 
find  that  25  gu.  iea^  is  tinur  mtu  fur  the  Home 
daas  of  aoeommodation  as  I  have  taken  in  our 
case;  they  pro  vide  firt^t-clasu  victualling,  l>ut 
they  exclude  vvinca  iiud  iipirit^ ;  and  tlu'ir  rate 
comcd  out  2  d.  and  a  fraction  per  mile. 

1692.  Have  you  any  atatemant  of  the  French 
ntea  of  pasaagc-raoncy  ontwaidfl  ?<— That  will  be 
found  to  be  identical  nith  ours  to  uiid  from 
every  place  with  which  the  two  companies  are 
in  communication.  I  will  put  in  a  return  which 
will  show  thnt  ((frh'vcrhu/  in  the  same). 

1593.  Ha\  c  you  a  ^ituuuary  oi  the  postal  con- 
vention of  the  Mesaa|;eries  Imjiieriules  ? — I  have 
the  conventiou  here  jn  the  on^bal,  hut  I  have 
also  a  summary  of  the  leading  points  of  their 
contract,  wliich  contalud  a  ^rroiU  deal  of"  mat  (or 
of  interest.  There  are  eome  points  which  misht 
have  a  very  material  bearing  upon  the  <|ueamMI 
of  comliinlni,'  tliolr  service  with  ours. 

ISM.  Will  you  juHt  mention  those  points  to 
the  Committee? — I  may  mention  that  Uieir  con- 
tnot  h  for  24  years,  with  three  years  to  start  it. 
Ilien  to  indemnify  the  Company"  for  the  expense 
of  sending  the  ."hijis  to  tnc  India  and  China 
aeasy  a  sum  of  75,000  /.  was  allowed  them.  That 
h  a  pennaaent  expense  with  m.  We  are  al> 
ways  sending  new  vessels  out,  and  sometimes  we 
bavc  to  bring  others  home  for  repairs ;  it  is  an 
expense  of  from  o.OOO/.  to  10,000  dways  to 
•end  one  out  or  bring  one  home. 

1595.  Mr.  Childert.']  Tha*  75,000/.  t»t  the 
Meseagerie.-*  Impcii.alc-  i;^  a  bonu?  at  stnrtiuff  ? — 
Yes,  it  is  a  bonus  at  starting.  Then  the  State 
advanoea  ibem,  in  capital,  18,000,000  fianca,  or 
450,000/.  This  debt  will  not  be  productive  of 
iuterciit.  It  is  to  be  reimbursed  by  the  Comjiany 
in  12  annuities  of  42,000  /.  Then  this  is  an  im- 
portant clause,  that  at  the  expiration  of  the  12th 
year  of  the  working  of  the  scrWcc  of  India  and 
China,  and  under  co]iditir)n  to  j^i\e  notice  to  tho 
Company  of  one  ycai-  in  advance,  the  State  will 
have  the  right  to  cancel  the  conceenoiia  made  to 
the  Company  .  Should  the  State  not  make  use  of 
this  power,  tl>c  contract  is  to  be  carried  out  fur 
the  full  period  of  24  years,  but  in  case  of  the 
(Mntract  being  cancelled  the  State  shall,  on  the 
demand  of  the  Company,  take  over  all  the  "naval 
materiar'  (  by  \vhi<  h  1  understand  their  «hips,) 
employed  iu  the  Indo-Chinese  service.  It  ftbaU> 
abo,  re-pnrehaae  the  storei  of  coale  and  plant  of 
all  descriptions  collected  to  the  eastward  nf  Siicz, 
for  the  use  of  the  workshops  and  navigation  ot 
the  Company,  ha  fact  all  establishments  on 
ahore  6|>ecially  created  for  this  service.  The 
value  of  these  to  be  settled  hy  a  professional 
valuation.  Then  this  is  most  important.  The 
State  hin(Li  itself  not  to  subsidise  any  private 


servic  e  from  any  j)art  of  France,  or  from  Suez, 
in  coDncction  with  ports  already  comprised 
in  the  convention  with  the  Company.  Our 
Government  give  nothing  of  that  nature,  of 
cours«.  In  case  of  war,  the  State  takes  the 
rit-k  of  capture  an<l  other  (lam:iL;iiiii;  results,  unless 
it  shall  have  released  tho  Company^  irom  the  per- 
fiwmance  of  its  servioes.  So  that,  in  case  of  ww;; 
the  Governinent  have  only  to  say  to  the  Com- 
I*auy,  we  rcieiise  you  tioiu  liic  performance  of 
your  service.  If  the  State  should  not  so  reteaae 
the  Company,  it  shall  be  iu  its  power  to  carry  rm 
the  service  in  whole  or  in  part,  at  its  own  usk 
and  peril.  If  the  service  is  8us{>ended,  the  State 
has  the  power  to  take  immediate  possessum 
of  the  veaseb  remaining  without  em]Joyment, 
Avith  all  their  stores  and  equipment.  So  that 
they  have  only  to  signify  to  the  Com{>aQy  tlutt 
there  is  a  state  of  war,  and  that  they  carry  on 
their  business  at  tlie-r  own  risk,  and  imtneillately 
take  j>088e68ionol  all  theii"  fchips  and  material. 

1596.  Ckairman.l  What  is  the  subsidy  ?— The 
subsidy  ia  om  a  sort  of  aliding  aoale;  for  the  first 
three  yean  ^ey  are  to  have  800,000/. ;  for  tiie 
next  three  years,  280,000  /. ;  for  the  next  three 
years,  260,000  /. ;  for  the  next  three  years, 
240,000/.;  for  the  next  six  years, 

and  for  the  last  six  years,  200,000  /. ;  the  average 
amount  per  mile  is  2o  $,  I'ur  the  first  period,  and 
20 «.  for  the  second  period. 

1597.  Mr.  W^nulm.'l  Have  you  examined 
their  reporti  to  their  slMieholders  ?— I  have  the 
labt  two. 

1598.  Do  they  report  tliat  they  have  made  a 
profit  by  the  India  lines  ?— If  my  memory  serves 

me,  ill  their  first  report,  after  they  had  been  at 
work  for  12  months  upon  the  line,  they 
expressed  a  great  deal  of  disappointment,  and 
the^  explained  CO  the  shareholders  that  the  JUuiuip 
Chueee  line  had  not -of  itself  produced  niffident 
to  pay  a  dividend,  aud  that  con?e()uen!ly  they 
had  1(006  to  their  Atlantic  Hue  to  make  up  a 
dividend  upon  the  Indi»-Cluneee  lervioe.  I  thmk 
I  am  correct  in  saying  that. 

1599.  Mr.  AyrtonJl  With  reference  to  the 
rates  t£  pasngeHBoney  charged  by  the  Freadk 
Company,  are  you  aware  whether  they  make  any 
distinction  between  first-clase  berths  forward  and 
first-class  berths  nft; — 'The  French  veg.^cls  arc 
fitted  iu  some  degree  differently  to  ours ;  but  in 
the  return,  we  have  taken  that  daas  of  aecom^ 
modation  of  ours  and  theirs  which  exactly  cor- 
respond to  each  other  ;  at  k-aet,  nearly  ad 
possible. 

1600.  Is  not  it  tho  fact  that  on  tho  other  side 
of  Suez  it  is  more  agreeable  to  be  font  ard  than 
nft,  Cfijieciallv  iu  a  screw  \cssel,  and  that,  practi- 
cally, by  their  making  a  lower  rate  for  their 
berths  forward,  they  do  charge  very  mucb  less 
than  you  do  for  a  certain  part  of  their  accom- 
modation to  first-class  passengers.^ — We  find  tliat 
experienced  passengers  in  our  vessels  are  ge- 
nerally willing  to  go  forward.  An  exjierienced 
passenger  generally  selects  a  forward  berth  if 
he  is  going  at  the  hot  season. 

1601.  Do  you  make  no  difiereucc  in  your 
rates  f— No,  we  do  not 

1  fit  12.  Do  not  tlie  Frenc  h  charge  consideralily 
less  lor  many  of  their  berths  lorward;  and,  there- 
fore, (in  they  not,  in  effiMSt,  charge  very  much 
less  than  yi>u  do  for  a  great  portion  of  their  first- 
clasd  passcnfrers  I  tiiiuk  that  the  berths  to 
which  you  refer  are  upon  the  lower  deck.  I  am 
not  quite  able  to  answer  that  question }  but  they 

have 
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'  have  snbdivisione  of  the  passage  money  which  we 
do  not  make,  and  ponie  of  thoee  eubdiTidoins 
apply  to  a  c]as8  between  w  hat  vre  llioilld  call  the 
first  cIam  and  the  second  claae. 

IMS.  Are  Ihey  not  nerdy  ihe  allocstion  of 
i  trtli^,  aii'l  are  not  the  hertlis  that  they  give  at 
the  lower  rate  juet  m  good  as  the  bertlis  that  you 
pn  ftt  the  higher  ?— No,  I  think  not.  We  Mve 
what  we  call  reserved  aoconimodatlon,  for  which 
we  charge  a  liigher  rate,  and  so  do  they  also. 
I  think  that  that  is,  perhaps,  tlie  |)oint  that  you 
hare  in  your  ound.  we  nave  omitted  from  the 
comparison  arhat  we  oall  rewrT«d  acemnmodap 
thn  ami  what  thov  rnll  reserved  neciiTniiindation, 
and  have  brought  our  ratetf  for  onliuary  pas^cn- 
gem  into  oompaiioon  with  their  rates  for  onlinary. 

rsengerfi.  I  have  their  handbook  here,  wliieh 
have  procured  since  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Committee ;  it  does  not  indicate  that  difltinction 
to  which  you  refer  {htmditijf  the  same  to  the 
^nt0WNihh  BUnnher), 

16(V1.  Sir  H'Ttni  Ratelimon.'^  Do  yon  Icnow 
what  number  of  ehipa  they  have  on  their  line? — 
Itkink  thej  have  seven  or  e^t  ship^;  th^ 
communication  is  only  once  a  month,  and  their 
oblij^tiou  under  the  convention,  1  think,  i«  to 
tend  out  eight  vessels. 

1606.  Wnat  is  the  i^regate  tonnage  of  those 
arven  or  eight  ▼e80etBf--l%e7  are  lai^  Teasels 
than  nir?.  T  think  they  are  vessels  of  nearly 
3^000  toud  burthen.  1  see  the  company  enfisg^es 
to  hftve  afloat,  time  yean  after  the  date  <w  flie 
ponccBsion,  12  steamers ;  four  of  those  steamers 
Iroiu  400  to  500  horse-power,  and  ei<rht  of  228 
horse-power.     Those   12   titeamers   niu^t  he,  or 

must  have  been,  built  in  France ;  the  average 
meed  per  boor  to  b«  mae  and  fridlf  knots  awl 
wae  knoti  Ni|Motively,  and  of  tUa  number  of 


vessels,  four  on  this  8ide«  and  eight  on  the  In-      c.  W. 

dian  side.  HokHI,  E«q. 

160(5.  Mr.  Moffatt.']  "Wliat  is  the  date  of  that   

convention  ?— It  is  dated  the  3d  of  July  1861.   I     .24  April 

have  it  here  at  length,  in  ihe  orisinal,  if  it  is  do-  i86iS« 

sired  to  Imve  it  appended  to  tne  Report  {deli- 

veriag  in  the  same).    I  would  o^k  permission  to 

oorreot  a  Htde  mistake  which  I  made  in  referring 

to  mir  cnmmissariat  the  other  day.    I  think  I 

.'(tntcd  that  we  consumed  1,300,000  bottles  of 

wine.    I  should  have  said  wine,  spirif.-*,  and  l)eer.  • 

1607.  Mr.  Ai/Tion,1  Have  you  ever  tried  the 
experiment  of  separating  '  iJie  consnmpttos  of 
those  thinirs  from  the  general  passage  money?— 
Wc  have  not  tried  it,  but  we  feel  quite  assured, 
from  the  experience  of  a  number  of  years,  that  it 
^vould  not  ."iiit  on  liiiaid  ntir  vpbpcIs  ;  it  would  not 
meet  the  taatc  of  the  majority  of  our  passengers. 
It  is  a  matter  that  we  are  asked  to  do  sometimes 
by  a  passenger  wlio  nb.^tains  from  wino  and 
spirits ;  but  ire  are  q  ui  ic  penuaded  Ibat  it  would 
not  answer  in  the  case  of  Indian  paaaeDgers  gene- 
rally. 

1608.  Do  you  not  think  that  it  would  prevent 

a  frrcrrt  deal  of  waste,  and  economise  very  much 
the  expense  of  the  jouruey? — It  would  iuvulvo 
the  necessity  of  what  you  might  call  a  baron 
board  the  veaeels ;  in  fact,  for  myself,  I  am  per-  , 
leetly  persuaded  that  it  would  not  be  found  to 
answer.  It  has  been  looked  to,  and  TBiy 
seriously  considered  on  many  occasions. 

1609.  Mr.  Laird.']  Are  yon  aware  that  in  the 
Cimard  service  they  have  excluded  wine  and 
spirits,  and  allow  people  to  pay  for  what  they 
get  ? — They  do;  but  1  think  tlie  class  of  passen- 
gers is  difiei-ent ;  our  voyage  is  longer,  ai^  there 
womU  be  very  great  incmivenienoe  in  an  Lidian 
voyage  in  doing  as  they  doh 


Richard  Atwoop  Glass, 

1610.  Chainttan.'\  I  B£LI£T£  you  are  the 
Managing  Director  of  the  Telegraph  Constrao- 

tion  and  Maintcnanee  Company? — I  am. 

1611.  You  have  had  a  great  deal  of  experience, 
have  you  not,  in  the  constmotion  and  laying 
down  of  telegraphs,  both  land  wires  and  sub- 
marine cables?— Tes,  considerable  experience. 

1012.  Will  you  .-^tate  some  of  the  line.-  with 
which  you  have  been  so  connected? — 1  may 
mention  some  of  the  principal  lines,  commencing 
sis  far  back  a.?  the  year  1853;  the  original  line 
betwecu  Dover  and  Calais,  the  Hague  lines,  the 
line  from  Newfoundland  to  Nova  Scotia,  and 
many  othm:  lines  in  diiierent  parts  of  the  world. 
The  last  important  line  is  the  Malta  and  Alex- 
andria line,  the  eable  f  1  ,vliich  was  originally 
deagned  for  a  line  from  Fahuoutlt  to  Gibraltar. 

1613.  Ton  are  weU  aoqnmnted  generally,  are 
you  not.  with  the  line?  of  telegraphic  communi- 
cation between  this  coiuitry  and  India? — Yes, 
noee.-sarily  so. 

1614.  Do  you  know  anything,  practioally,  of 
those  lines  ? — Yes.  T  may  say,  that  when  the 
Malta  and  Alexandria  line  was  completed,  my 
hte  firm.  Glass,  Elliot  &  Company,  entered  into 
tn  arrangement  with  the  Government  io  take  a 
IcoFC  of  tnc  Malta  and  Alexandria  line  on  certain 
conditions,  and  to  work  it  in  the  best  x)cis.sible  way. 
Ihe  mult  of  that  was  that  I  went  out  to  Malta 
and  opened  the  line,  if  I  may  so  eall  it,  takiiig 
with  me  European  clerks,  and  establ&Iung  a 
ri>mmnnieation,  as  jterfeCt  aS  WO  COnldj  between 
Malta  and  Alexandria. 

a43. 


'jSq.,  calletl  iu  ;  and  Examined. 

l^li.  Hi^ve  you  a  lease  of  that  line  from  the      A.  QUm, 
Crown?— We  had  a  leasee^  five  years  from  Her  £>9> 

Majesty's  Government.  ' 

1616.  Has  that  lease  been  extended  since  i — 
Yes,  that  lease  has  been  extended  siue«. 

1617.  What  are  the  conditions  of  the  present 
lease? — One  of  ihe  conditions  of  the  present 
lease  is  a  per  eentage/to  l)e  ]iaidl)y  the  company 
which  I  represent,  beinxr  at  tlie  rate,  I  think,  of 
3  per  cent,  upon  the  iniole  outlay  hn  connection 
with  the  line. 

1618.  How  much  does  that  amount  to  per 
annum? — I  think  about  l.j,00(i  /.  a  year.  But  I 
may^  a$j,  at  tiiis  stage^  that  the  figures  repre- 
senting tne  coflt  of  that  line  are  very  considerably 
higher  than  they  should  be,  inasmueh  a.s  they 
contain  the  cost  of  the  line,  origiuaily  intended  to 
be  sent  out,  to  be  lud  between  Rangoon  and  Sin- 
gapore. I  may  say,  that  a  similar  line  could  be 
constructed  now  at  very  nearly  half  the  cost. 

1619.  Then  500,000/.  is  aasamed  to  be  the 
whole  sum  that  the  Goverauaoit  aie  out  of 
pocket,  in  one  way  and  motiier,  in  connection 
with  the  line  which  now  lies  lu  tween  Malta  and 
Alexandria  ? — Yes,  the  cost  is  480,000  /.,lthiok, 
inelnding  every  expense. 

1620.  You  pay  tlic  Government  now  15,000/. 
a  year  us  a  return  upon  tiio  capital  expended 
upim  that  line  ? — Yes.  There  sie  other  condi- 
tions ;  we  have  to  maintain  it. 

1621.  Mr.  <^iliert,']  Is  that  lease  completed  ? 
■ — It  is  in  course  of  completion.  There  is  a  good 
deal  of  debui  neceseaiy  before  we  can  completo 
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ii'jl.  frftiH,  it ;  tljerc  arc  eome  conditions  in  connection  with 
Eiq.       that  lease  which  involve  the  expeu«liture  of  » 
— eum  of  »8,000  /.  or  KXJ.fHK)     within  a  terra  of 
April     iQ  yt^jirti.     I  should  ( xplain  that  that  outlay 
*^^*      became  neoewary  iu  consequence  of  the  cable 
that  was  laid  there  never  having  been  designed 
fur  that  t'iKU  ;  it  was  depifined  for  deep  water, 
and  has  been  laid  in  shallow  water,  and  Uie 
result  18  that  it  ie  oonetantly  requiring  repair 
in  tlio  sViitllow  water,  and  it  is  Doiog  repUoed 
with  heavy  cable  suited  for  shallow  water,  at  a 
great  additional  cost;   mi<ler  ilii   terms  of  our 
K»K  we  have  sent  out  a  cable  of  the  value  of 
50,000/.  or  60,0002:,  which  is  used  from  time 
to  tiniL',  u.~  tlif  li^'lif  cahlr  liccomcs  inoperative. 

1622.  i'hitiiman.j  Do  you  charge  the  cost  of 
those  rejiairs  ? — No. 

1623.  The  Government,  you  say, get  15,000  iL? 
—Yes,  nctt.  The  kaac  ifiibr  42  yean,  widi  the 
option,  on  the  part  of  our  eompany,  to  limit  it  ,to 
10  yearn. 

1624.  Yoti  are  now,  by  means  of  that  wire, 

bringinnf  tn  Kuroite  the  telcrcrajihic  communica- 
Uoua  which  j>a.«8  between  Eumjiti  and  Egypt  ? — 
Up  to  the  present  period  wc  have  done  so ;  I 
may,  i>crhai)s,  n(»w  give  a  little  history  of  the 
working  of  it,  because  I  think  it  -will  bear  upon  the 
point.  When  tl»e  line  was  fir.-t  liaiulLtl  to  u.^  b^ 
the  Govemnieot.  now  five  vcars  ago  nearly-,  it 
was  presnmed  wat  It  wonld  be  comparatively 
valtsele?.*:  in  fr.rt,  wc  were  considered  great 
6f»e<;uiatnrs  in  taking  a  iea^e  from  tJUe  Govern- 
ment of  such  a  line,  although  it  TM  upOiDl  A 
sliding  scale  at  that  time  ;  whatever  we  reoeiTed 
the  Govtrnmcnt  got  a  portion  of.  It  was  then 
SUp]^o6cd  by  tctegraiili  companies,  who  kue\v 
somethmg  about  it,  that  it  would  be  a  very  lo«ivg 
concern,  and  so  it  would,  had  the  bunaeas  eon- 
tinned  as  wc  foimtl  it.  inasmuch  as,  in  those  (InjF, 
a  meeeagc  from  I^uudon  to  Malta  frcuucutly 
occupied  a  week  in  traiuiuict»ioB.  I  have  Known 
'  n  mcs^*ogc,  when  I  was  out  there,  14  d»y»  OU  the 

\vy\ ,  and  on  its  arrival  in  Malta  it  was  perfectly 
unintelligible.  Therefoi  r,  my  attcniion  was  first 
directed  to  clear  the  road,  as  it  were,  un  to  Malta 
from  England.  That  resnlted  in  the  Italian 
rio\ crniiu'iit.  during  the  time  tl^at  Baron 
I^ii"' !isc(»li  \v:u>  in  power,  giving  to  our  tiim, 
{ila*.s,  Elliot  &  Company,  a  cooceeeion  under 
which  we  had  the  power,  and  exerdsed  it,  of 
placing  our  own  cIcrKs  in  the  Itnltitn  offices,  re- 
ceiving our  iin's.-iif^es  iVnni  England  luul  forward- 
ing them  by  our  own  clerks  to  Malta,  and  so  on 
to  Alexandria.  The  result  of  that  was,  that  the 
ppccd  inert  n-eil  \ery  nmtcrially ;  it  was  jire- 
vio'.iely,  from  a  week  or  1<)  days ;  before  I  hit 
Alexandria,  the  working  of  the  whole  of  the  day 
caui^cd  only  a  delay  of  nve  hours  U]  on  the  whole 
of  the  traffic,  and  the  traffic  aftcrwardf"  increased 
from  2(K)/.  a  week  to  nearly  3.000 /.  Tn  other 
words,  the  merchants  of  Alejtaudria,  when  tlicy 
found  tiiat  they  eould  set  an  answer  within  48 
hoiiri',  uf>ed  the  telegi-a|3i  two  and  three  tiroes  a 
day,  many  of  them. 

1625.  F«  riy-(  i^^ht  hours  between  what  points? 
— Between  London,  Liverpool,  and  Alexandria. 
After  Jhu-on  Kiccas-coli  lel  t  office  there  was  great 
jealousy  on  the  part  of  Iii-  successor  to  Engli.^h 
clerks  being  in  tiie  Italian  oflices,  and  the  result 
of  that  was  that  they  said  they  must  turn  them 
out  un!e-s  ^ve  |wid  the  whole  of  their  salaries,  I 
iblt  it  so  iniiiortant  to  keep  them  there  that  I 
■greed  to  d<>  tlmi  at  once.  But  that  did  not  last 
jong;  they  said  they  must  get  rid  of  them  alto- 


gether ;  that  their  own  clerks  were  now  b  a 
position  to  execute  the  work  properly,  and  that 
they  did  not  reqtiwe  the  interfereneefrom  Boffiih 

clerks,  and  that  tliey  must  g<  t  rid  oi  theui.  "Wc 
were  ubUged  to  witlidraw  tlieni,  and,  sis  we  na- 
tnrally  expected,  the  businesct  fell  back  again ; 
rot  only  were  there  very  seriout^  deiav;;,  hut  f,nc\\ 
mistakes  as  rendered  the  me86ag«:t<  periectly 
unintelligible.  At  the  time  when  our  own  oledu 
were  thttre  we  found  no  del^s,and  the  maaamss 
were  reomved  without  mistakes.  Ton  imglit 
read  them,  as  T  hu\e  been  iu  the  habit  of  doing, 
some  40  or  aO  together,  and  you  would  see  at 
once  that  there  was  no  error. 

Ifi20.  Cfiuirman.l  Am  I  correct  in  belie  vingthat 
tlie  enorti  you  loier  to  arobe  entirely  from  cir- 
cumstances connected  with  the  Italian  adminis- 
tration, as  distinct  from  the  ITienehadministiBtiQnf 
— I  am  not  prepavad  to  oay  Ibat  to  fidlirt 
extent,  but  I  may  soy  a  vety  la^  .mtjioakj 
occurred  in  Italy. 

1627.  A  message  sent  from  London  goes,  ia 
the  fir.st  inetanec.  t<i  Pmi-,  il  Jt-.-^  it  not,  and  from 
Paris  to  Turin? — Kot  always,  if  tlie  expre^a 
Avires,  as  they  may  be  caUed,  am  fine,  that 
would  be  the  oourae.  Xha  nsu^  eouna  ia  that 
London  speaks  direct  widi  Faiia;  Paris  with 
Turin;  Turin  with  Naples;  Kaples  witli  "Mnlr v 
Malta  with  Benghazi;  and,  by  translation, 
TripoU  and  BengbAzi  with  Alexandria.  That 
would  be  what  we  should  call  express  v  orling; 
but  it  does  not  necessarily  follow  that  that  is 
always  carried  out. 

1^8.  Speaking  for  the  moot  part,  jou  Invre 
no  reason  to  ckiu^e  the  Franch  admxusfaraiion 
with  emending  ioci*tiage8  on  in  an  Liii|>crfect  man- 
ner ? — No ;  certainly  not  to  any  great  exjteot. 

1629.  Your  difficulties  were  entirely  in  Italy? 
—  T  attribute,  1  should  think,  three-fifths,  or  1 
might  say  four-iiftlks,  to  causes  which  I  will 
explain ;  and,  first,  I  may  say,  that  all  the  em- 
pieyes  are  undtr  the  QovemmenL 

1630.  The  l^tafiao  system  extends  from  Tuna, 
by  way  of  Naplet'.  to  Sicily? — Ye?. 

16»il.  Does  it  go  beyond  Cape  Ba^sart)? — No; 
'die  Mediterranean  Extension  Company  there 
come  in  witli  GO  mik-s  of  line  betweeu  that  pomt 
and  Malta ;  aud  they  take  up  the  traliie  i'or  that 
60  miles,  and  we  take  it  from  Malta. 

1682.  Is  that  a  separate  and  independent  coat> 
pany,  under  a  guarantee ftom  the  GoTcmment?— 
'I  liMt  is  tlic  only  eonipuiiv  uudi  r  a  guarantee  from 

this  Government,  and  tbey  have  that  60  miles 
between  the  Malta  and  AjEexandria  line  and  the 
Italian  line. 

1633.  In  whot^e  hands  is  the  administration  sf 
that  part  of  the  line  ? — It  is  in  the  hands  of  a 
eom]iauy  eatleil  the  Mediterranean  Eztenoien 
Telegrajth  Company. 

Kiii  K  Do  iiH's>age8pa*einto  their  hands  at  the 
termination  of  the  Italian  svstcm  at  Cape  Pas* 
saro? — ^Yee,  and  also  at  Malta.  There  is  that 
athninistrntion  between  the  Malta  and  Alexan- 
drian administration  and  the  Italian. 
^  1635.  Hn\e  you  any  knowledge  of  the  finan- 
cial poeidon  of  that  company  wim. respect  to  the 
guarantee? — Since  the  Malta  and  Alexandrian 
line  has  been  opened,  I  believe  tin:  traffic  has 
enabled  them  to  pay  a  dividend  without  having 
teoounse  to  the  Government.  The  increase  of 
traffic  has  been  mrh  that  tliLir  f^uarantee,  which 
i.*  a  conditional  one,  has  not  come  into  operation. 
Their  original  capital,  I  may  say,  was  lo:it,  ioas* 
much  as  the  lines  to  which  that  guarantee  was 

given 
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«ren  br-came  inopemtive,  and  were  Io«t.  Now 
8ifY  have  two  lines,  one  from  Sirily  to  ^fnlti, 
Kiffle  6i)  miles  probably ;  aud  th<^  otitcr  from 
Otnato  to  Corfu,  aome  60  odd  miles ;  both  which 
Eftea  Me  in  woriting  order,  and  I  believe  that 
i&im  two  Hnes  are  their  only  property  at 

163B.  In  the  event  of  your  desiring  to  do  ao 
ftirtlie  |Hir|»<)se  of  obtnmng  one  mnftmn  inmige- 
Birii?  !li:(.tiij;hout,  >i>  far  ad  the  Englisih  part  of 
this  comoiunitatiou  w  concerned,  should  you  have 
any  difficult  in  acquiring  the  control  over  that 
line  by  means  of  a  lease  or  otherwise  ? — I  am  not 
prej>ared  to  tsay.  I  may  «iy  that  certain  nego- 
tiations were  opened  between  the  two  companies ; 
bot  they  f<  el,  I  thinks  that,  baviog  the  Ooveni- 
Bwnt  guarantee,  they  are  not  dependnt  on  the 
tTiffif  for  i!Ivu1cii(l, 

1637.  Hnve  you  any  hope  of  being  able  to  get 
lertored  to  you  that  power  of  conttol  in  tnA 
Italian  peninsula? — I  may  ssv  tlint  we  arc  rather 
kvund  liope,  for  thmugh  tlic  iii^trumcntaliry  of 
3Ir.  Elliott,  our  Minister  at  the  Italian  Court, 
and  Sir  Jiuues  Hudaon,  and  aome  other  influen- 
tis!  ft^ople,  we  have  lately  obtained  ftom  the 
luli.i'i  (hi  crnnient  a  concession  for  a  through 
line  tirom  the  French  trontier  to  Sicilv ;  the 
dirou^h  line  to  be  our  own  ;  the  line  to  be  used 
only  lor  our  own  bueincs*,  and  to  be  wnrked  by 
oar  own  clerks;  and  aLio  a  further  concession  far 
3  line  from  Sicily  to  Benghazi,  altto  to  be  worked 
br  our  own  clerks^  in  which  caae  we  should  avoid 
Maha.  But  lliere  ie  alao  a  ftelinr  on  the  part 
iiftlic  Italian  Government,  that  if  they  shoulrl  be 
tiked  by  parties  intcrc^«ted  to  grant  them  a  con- 
Marian  to  Malta,  they  would  do  so  if  it  were 
necessary.  But  I  do  not  know  tliat  tliiit  could 
be  rendered  necei?i«ary,  because  we  liave  u  dupli- 
cate line  vid  Benghazi  to  Malta,  so  that  if  we 
worl^ed  from  Italy  to  Benghazi  we  mi^t  work 
back  to  Mal(m|  for  although  the  diatanoe  ij>  great, 
in  a  teUfinpldc  point  of  view,  St  ia  meteiy  no> 

ininal. 

1638.  With.wlioin  docs  the  power  of  frranting 
the  privilege  of  npproaelilnt^  *Ialta  from  Sicily 
rwt? — The  power  of  a|)proaelung  Malta  from 
bicily  would  rest  with  the  Engliuh  Government. 
!nie  £nglish  Government,  of  courae,  have  a  tight 
at  Malta  to  prevent  anyone  titnng  ^e  cable  there 
iriiliout  tlicir  conecnt.  Tlio  Meilitorranean  Ex- 
teDsion  (Jom))any,  at  tiic  time  when  they  made 
the  urangement  with  the  Government  tor  tiie 

jior  cent,  guarantee,  T  believe  ^nve  up,  ns  fnr 
the  Euglisli  Government  were  concerned,  any 
exclusivejprivilege  that  they  might  have. 

1639.  Have  you  recently jpreased  the  Enaliah 
Gorenunent  to  make  a  line  nora  Malta  to  Ben- 
ghazi?— Not  from  Malta  to  Bcngbazl,  but  from 
Sicily  to  Malta.  I£  it  were  deemed  expedient 
that  there  should  be  a  duplicate  line  between 
Sicily  and  Malta  the  Enf^llsh  Government  must 
pxt  their  cuneent  to  any  party  except  the  Medi- 
t'  rmnean  Extennon  Company  Umaing  a  eable 
tbere, 

1640.  I  nndcrstand  you  to  say,  that  looking  to 
tlic  fact  of  tbc  French  service  licini;  ;xood  of  its 
idnd,  to  the  fact  that  you  have  made  arrange- 
^ati  with  tbe  ItaUan  Govemnient  for  haying  a 
*ire  of  your  own  and  operators  of  your  own  in  tne 
dominions  of  the  King  of  Italy,  and  to  the  fact 
that  there  i^i  now  a  communication  from  Sicily 
bj  way  of  Malta  and  Benghazi  to  Alexandria,  we 
iuy  ae^ume  tliat  for  all  practical  purposes'  there 
it  a  prospect  of  a  good  and  oontiiittaas  cominani- 

0.43. 


obtion  by  telegraph  with  Egypt? — ^No  donbt,  !L  Aj^Slau, 
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subject  of  crmrso  to  certain  nb|ections.  I 
state  tliat  altiiough  tht;  teltgrapinc  s^sit-ui  in 
France,  as  regavd«  the  administration  of  it,  h  very 
good,  yet  we  must  not  shut  our  eyes  to  the  fact 
that  there  is  a  spcciw  of  espionage  there  which  is 
astonishing  to  Enj^li.^li  ]ten]ile. 

1641.  What  is  the  state  of  the  telegmphic  ser- 
vice at  the  present  moment  in  Egypt  generally  ? 
— At  present  in  Eixypt  our  company  have  a  lease 
of  the  short  line  from  Alexandria  to  Suez,  and 
before  the  line  was  open  to  India  Conrtanti- 
nople,  wc  received  a  great  many  messages  fmn 
India  to  Suez. 

lt)42.  That  is  the  fragmentary  residue  of  the 
telegraph  to  India  Company's  property  ?— That 
is  the  last  portion  tbat  is  1^,  and  «o  only  avail- 
able portion.  Our  cotnpany  pay  them  a  rental  of 
2,5* M) /.  a  year,  which  just  j  ays  5  per  cent,  on 
their  capital,  and  we  have  the  use  of  tile  line. 

1643.  A  communication  has  been  opened,  has 
it  not,  between  Alexandria  and  Diurbtkir  la 
Armenia? — Yes,  rid  I'A  Arish. 

1644.  Is  that  in  operation  now  ? — It  is  in  ope- 
ration, and  I  have  received!  commnnicHtioM  from 
Egj'pt  very  unsatisfactory  in  this  way :  that  in- 
asmuch as  the  contineutal  Governments  regulate 
their  own  tariff^  and  liave  rednoed  their  tmrifh 
for  through  messages  very  materially,  the  cost  of 
a  message  ntd  Constantinople  and  Syria  to  Alex- 
andria, i?  less  than  it  would  be  vi<i  Malta  to 
Alexandria.  Then  they  have  a  rule  on  the  CoiK 
ttnont,  that  every  message  mast  be  sent  through 
the  cheapest  route,  without  referonec  to  speed  or 
distance.  The  consequence  ia  that  merchanta 
have  been  complaining  that  their  messages  have 
liccn  four  and  five  days  on  the  rond.  and  that 
eomc  liavc  not  been  received  at  all  since  tho 
opening  of  this  line  vid  Constantinople. 

1846.  Is  that  line  the  property  of  the  Turkish^ 
Otfvemment? — A  portion  or  it,  up  to  El  Aiish, 
the  Egyptian  Government  take;  6ca»SI  Arish 
to  Diarbekir  it  is  Ttarkif^. 

1646.  Does  it  gotiirough  Aleppo? — I  do  not 
know  the  exact  route :  it  i?:  »  ct>a8tin^  line  that 
I  am  speaking  of  now.  I  am  speaking  of  the 
telegraph  between  Alexandria  and  Europe,  not 
between  India  and  Europe.  There  is  a  eoastii^ 
Kne  round  Turkey,  which  is  an  alternative  Tont« 
to  Alexan<lria  from  Euro]>c. 

1617.  If  that  line  were  in  good  order,  and  the 
business  were  well  condnetM,  it  would  aflbwd, 
wonld  it  not.  by  mean"  of  pa.«?ing  ame^ifage  from 
Diarbekir  to  Alexandria,  a  v  cry  good  allcniativo 
against  risk  of  accident  in  European  Turkey  or  in 
(Ssrmany  ?— Yea^  an  excellent  alternative.  It 
takes  four  or  five  days  now  to  send  a  messase 
from  London  to  Alexandria  via  Constantinople. 
1  have  a  message  here,  received  from  Egypt,  firom 
Alexandria,  on  the  8d,  ringularly  enough  sent  by 
mir  mnnager  in  E'rypt.  a?  showing  how  they  are 
working  now.  Thia  wad  a  me^isage,  sent  from 
England  to  Egypt  on  the  night  of  the  2d  of 
April,  to  Nubar  Paclia,  the  Egyptian  foreign 
mmister.  On  the  morning  of  the  Sd,  at  9.18,  ne 
wished  to  know  who  had  signed  that  message. 
Our  manager  in  lijypt  telegraphed  to  London  at 
9.18  a.m.  on  the  Sa  of  April:  ''Alexandria  to 
London. — Repeat  sender's  name -r  NH.  142,  2d 
April,  addressed  to  Nubar  Paclia.  And  the  reply 
was  received  at  Alexandria  at  1 ..'»,)  v.m.  on  the  same 
day  from  London.  That  telegram' left  Alexandria 
at  9.18  ajn.,  and  the  informatioik  was  obtuned, 
«nd  it  arrived  in  Alexandm  OA  the  same  day, 
l2  at 


£«). 
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X,  A.  Qlaut  nt  1 .55.    At  Al«xandria  thfl  meroluuits  arc  oom- 
Eaq.       pliiiuii)"^  tltnt  it  takes  fbur  days.    We  could  send 

  aiiu         ill  fcur hours, but, inaemurh as  tlie  (Ou- 

•4  Ap"l     sUutinopie  route  U  chcnjicr,  the  ibreigu  admmis- 
lfl6&     tration^  send  by  it  as  a  matter  of  couTve^and  the 
PCndcr  here  cannot  couti'ol  n. 

1648.  lilr.  MqffatL]  Can  }  ou  sfati-  tliu  Uifte- 
rencc  of  cost? — X  bave  not  f-coii  ilu-  tarifF,  but  I 
think  their  price  is  30  f.,  aud  ours  is  21.  10«. 

1649.  Mr.  ChHders.l  Do  you  mean  that  the 
majority  of  luc-snncs  Letwecu  London  and  Alex- 
andria go  by  Coastautinoi>le  now  i — They  do 
now.  Our  receipts  bave  fatlen  off  one-half 
nearly  eince  that  route  was  njiciicd.  T  had  a 
mei'farrf  from  a  vc-y  important  hou^e  complain* 
ing  <  1  I'.i'--,  and  v.  <hing  to  remedj  it ;  tliey  asked 
if  they  could  sc:  1  their  rocs«ige  t?id  Malta  and 
Alexandria,  bu  i  am  tuld  that  the  foreign  ad* 
ministrations  w.uld  not  even  take  notice  of  that. 

1650.  ChairmttH.^  The  practical  remedj  would 
be  that  you  must  reduce  your  charges  ? — Yw. 

1651.  In  which  case  the  public  would  get  the 
benefit     the  competition  ? — Yes. 

1652.  Mr.  Childert.~\  Do  you  mean  that  if  • 
telegram  is  scut  from  London  vid  Paris  to  Alex- 
andria, that  message  would  be  directed  through 

.Conttlintinople? — Yes;  at  present  it  wouId»  un« 
1«BS  marked  and  paid  &r  the  other  waji  accord- 
ing to  lihe  oontinental  rules  when  a  message 
ariives  in  Pari.'*  it  ininicdiatoly  comes  under  the 
oouirol  of  the  Confederation,  if  I  may  so  caii  it 
Thev  have  certun  foilee  laid  down,  rad  they  go 
by  the  cheapest  route  Mrithout  regard  to  epptd. 

1653.  But  I  thought  there  were  two  Confe- 
derations, one  of  France,  paid  in  Italy,  and  the 
odier  of  Austria  Geimaii^,  and  lloUand?— 
Yes;  the  Auatro-Geimanie  ITmoD  we  bare 
nothing  to  do  with  at  ])rcscnt,  or  their  line.  We 
mopoee,  aud  it  is  now  under  consideration,  to 
htm  a  line  viA  Bagusa  to  Benghazi,  by  which 
meanawe  should  use  the  Au^trii-riennanicUniou. 
At  present,  wc  are  obliged  to  work  with  Paris. 

1654.  Are  you  speaking  now  of  the  FvUMMr 
8pMn,  and  Italy  Confederation  ? — Yes. 

1655.  How  does  that  m^snge  go  to  Constan- 
tinople?— llti'Vi'  are  one  or  two  roiifet^,  but  I 
believe  the  majority  of  the  messages  go  through 
Italy  viA  Otranto  and  Valona  aoroes  European 
Turkey,  round  to  Cooatantanopl^  and  ao  to 
Alexandria. 

165G.  Is  the  rate  from  liondon  to  Constanti- 
nople the  flame  that  way  as  by  the  Anstro- 
Gerraanic  Union? — believe  it  is.  I  believe 
they  have  assimilated  those  rate*  very  UMIoii; 
there  may  be  a  little  difference. 

1657.  Chairman.']  Have  you  soimded  the  bot>- 
tom  of  (lie  Mediterranean,  between  RagiiFn  and 
Benghazi,  bo  a2>  to  know  what  you  would  have  to 
meet  with  there? — ^We  have  made  certain  sound- 
in^s,  but  the  soundings  for  the  submarine  line,  as 
originally  conducted,  and  those  taken  now,  arc 
very  difte rent  iinn;.'>;  the  soundingn  an;  inrnm- 
plct::^  \Sq  have  what  may  be  called  good  deep 
eea  soundings,  but  I  do  not  Aink,  from  nooUee- 
taon,  that  there  in  more  than  300  milfla  of  wliat 
we  should  call  veiy  deep  sea  lino. 

1658.  Yott  have  a  very  good  bottom,  have  you 
not,  as  fiu:  as  experience  goes,  between  Malta  and 
tiie  coast  of  Tripoli  ? — Between  Malta  and 
Tripoli  that  cable  has  never  given  us  the  .slight- 
est  anxiety,  it  i«  laid  in  deep  water  on  a  good 
Itottom.  It  has  been  down  tSx  years  and  has 
never  coFt  us  sixpence. 

1659.  Your  difficulty  is  in  the  neighbourhood 


of  Benghazi? — Yes,  in  the  f^lmlloM' water,  gene- 
rally, where  the  bottom  is  not  pro[)erly  aurvuyed. 
The  system  hitherto  has  been  \  ery  much,  to  run 
a  line  by  the  map,  without  ascertaining  what  the 
bottom  IB,  which  is  just  like  taldng  a  railway  over 
hills  and  ninunlains  w ithout  surveying  the  line 
properly.  AVe  have  found  irom  experience  that 
where  me  cable  baa  worn  out  has  always  been  in 
shallow  water;  It  ia  more  eai^ily  repaired,  but  it  is 
an  expensive  operation.  But  tliut  is  the  reason 
why  the  liiie,  from  Malta  to  Alexandria,  wa« 
laid  in  shallow  water,  that  H  would  not  be  lost, 
but  could  be  repaired. 

1660.  Have  you  any  account  of  the  number  of 
messages  that  you  have  carried  over  your  line  ? — 
I  can  furnish  the  Committee  with  it,  but  I  htre. 
not  an  account  of  the  number  with  me. 

1661.  Have  you  any  objection  to  state  what 
your  receipts  have  been  ? — 5so,  they  are  puljlirhed 
annually.  Our  receipts,  including  loet  time,  X 
tlunk,  are  something  Hke  50,00011  »-year  in 
round  numbers,  allo-Nnng  for  the  time  that  the 
cable  has  been  out  of  repair ;  tliat  siun  has  ab- 
solutely been  received. 

Oatof  that  yon  pay  15,000   to  the  Qo- 
vernment  ?— ,Ye8. 

1668.  And  the  rest  oonaflti  of  workiag  es* 
penses  and  repair^  and  your  profit  ? — ^Yes. 

1664.  Is  there  any  line  of  telegraph  up  the 
valley  of  the  Nile  ?— Yes. 

1665.  How  far  does  it  go? — It  is  very  nearly 
opposite  Souakin ;  if  the  line  is  not  already 
erected,  it  will  very  sTiortly  be  completed  to 
Souakiu,  the  materiala  are  in  Kgyiit  tor  the 
purjxjrfc. 

1666.  Which  ia,  I  believe,  in  latitude  19°  ?~ 
Yes. 

1667.  And,  oonfleqventlj,  13*  to  the  eotttiiirvd 

of  Suez?— Yes. 

1666.  Do  you  propose  to  use  the  land  line  for 
tlie  purposes  of  communication  witJi  India? — 
Yes. 

1669.  In  preference  to  carr>4ng  the  line  down 
the  bed  of  the  Bed  5e«  from  Suez  to  Soualdn?— 

Yes,  my  reason  foe  €taX  would  be  this:  'die 
Viceroy  of  T^gVpt  has  In  his  emjiloy,  as  his 
engineers  and  priuci|ml  assistants,  some  English- 
men, and  die  line  there,  by  die  side  of  the  ^ile, 
ii?  protected  by  the  Viceroy,  and  wherever  that 
is  the  case  there  is  no  fear  of  it^  becoming  injured. 
If  we  had  a  wire  of  our  own  mmilar  to  that  SO** 
corded  to  us  by  the  eonceaaion  in  Ital^,  we 
should  have  the  uninterrupted  use  of  it  without 
any  interference  from  the  viceroy  or  his  i)eople, 
by  making  an  arraitgement  with  him  to  pay  him 
a  royalty  of  so  much  for  every  message.  That 
would  bnng  us  to  Souakin. 

1670.  That  w<mld  carry  your  Eiiglioh  iuanai;c- 
ment  and  English  reei>onsibility  from  the  Italian 
frontier  to  Souakin  and  the  Bed  Sea  ?— >Clearly. 

1671.  Have  you  had  an  opportunity  of'seeiDg 
the  evidence  that  wa.s  fji\en  liy  m\\  Ijatuncr 
Clark,  the  other  day,  on  the  subject  of  continuing 
that  BneT—Yee. 

1672.  Do  you  agree  with  what  he  stated? — I 
agree  with  him  very  materially,  but  I  think  that 
I  should  go  a  little  furtiber  than  he  does  with 
r^purd  to  surveys.  From  our  experience  I  think 
he  hardly  had  time  suffident  to  survey  thn 
(■oust  of  us  Red  Ses  and  Arabia  as  it  ovg^t  to 
be  done. 

1673.  Commotcbg  £rom  Soualdn  aoutJiward  f 

—Yes. 

1674.  Do  you  think  that  the  bottom  of  the 

sea 
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causes ;  the  Ameriofui  war  and  the  cotton  had  a  R.  A. 
great  influence  upon  the  number  of  meMages ;  a  1^, 

rae  of  one  half-penny  or  n  pomiy  a  poand  in   

cotton  wa«  aome         or  400/.  %  w««k  in  our 

pocket. 

1679.  The  sum  you  mentioned  of  3,000/.  waa 
the  amount  actually  rocoh  cd  in  that  place  for 
the  conveyance  of  mefesaj^c;*  from  Alexandria  to 
Malta  ?— Vr.i,  to  and  from  jMalta. 

1680.  Wiicrc  did  tliey  go  to  after  jVlalta? — ^To 
Liverpool  and  all  over  the  world. 

lOSI.  Have  yon  any  account  of  tlic  receipts 
ot  tht!  liulo-European  line  ? — No ;  1  have  not 
had  access  to  them;  w«  kttOW  nothing  of  that 
line  except  that  our  eompauy  manufactured  the 
core  and  the  ineulating  material  of  the  cable. 

1682.  la  your  <  oinj)any  still  engaged  in  con- 
sidering the  extension  of  this  line  to  India? — We 
are  considering  it  certainly;  having  got  thia 
concession  from  the  Italian  (Tm-ernnicnt,  we  feel 
that  the  time  haa  arrived  when  we  must  liavc  aa 
express  wire,  if  I  nay  ao  caU  it»  for  tlie  purjiofics 
of  telegraphic  eommunioation  with  Alexandria. 
I  may  say  that  the  whole  of  the  merdiaut^  of 
Alexandria,  without  an  exccjitioii,  boinc  short 
time  ago,  bent  a  petition  to  our  company  asking 


«ea  there  would  require  further  inTCstigation 
before  vou  would  proceed  to  lay  down  vour 
fine?— 1  think  aa  It  ii  jnst  at  that  ]xiint  'that 
the  Government  is  procectlincr  ^  ifh  the  work ; 
bat  before  wu  actually  lay  down  the  cable,  I 
Uiwk  that  a  much  closer  survey  should  be  made, 
WNe  particularly  near  the  ahorea ;  I  am  speakine 
now  with  regard  to  the  Alexandria  and  Bengham 
rllt,  ■..v\  all  that  lino  of  sea  coast :  tlio  pro- 
montories tliero  arc  very  rocky,  but  we  find  that 
within  a  few  fathoms  of'  that  we  get  sand,  and  if 
tko  cable  had  laen  laid  in  Faml.  instead  of  on  i-ock, 
we  should  not  have  been  put  to  the  expense  of 
— aytiwMMidain  repairing.  You  vmat  UTe  for 
Ave  purpoaea  aa  care&l  a  mirvev  for  «  aub* 
mviDe  eable  as  you  would  ftv  %  railway,  or  more 
fo  if  any  thing.  We  now  know  tlte  CMwe  of  failure, 
god  wc  must  remedy  it. 

1675.  With  r^ara  to  taking  a  line  down  the 
Red  Sea  from  Souakin  to  Aden,  and  so  on  by  the 
nmtc  of  the  tsouthern  coatit  of  Arabia  to  the  ea- 
tnaoe  of  the  Persian  Gulf  and  to  1  ndia.  do  you 
•ee  aay  difficulties  of  a  formidable  nature  to  en- 
counter in  that  ? — No,  we  have  had  occaaion  to  go 
into  that  very  fully,  inasiiiueh  a.s  it  was  contcm- 
Ijiatedniang  money  to  carry  out  that  line.  At  that 


tune  Indian  merdtanta  were  very  mucih  annoyed  at  them  to  lay  down  a  duplicate  er  an  alten^telin^ 

thf  ?T?tcm  of  communication  by  the  Persian  Gulf,  masmneli  as  the  whole  trade  of  the  plaee  was 

aodthey wereanxiouBtohavealinefromKurrachee  ahntwt  at  a  sUudiitiH  by  reason  of  tlit;  tliallow 

to  Bcmbajj  and  from  Kurrachee  to  Aden.   For  water  line  tliat  I  have  been  speaking  of  being 

purpoae  we  went  Teiy  closely  into  it>  and  we  out  of  order,  and  upon  that  we  nave  taken  action 

nri^  at  the  conclumon  that  we  not  only  aaw  ep  far  that  we  haTe  been  eonaulting  certain  par- 


oor  way  clear  to  lay  the  line,  l>ut  upon  ecrtain 
tenas  wc  phnu]<i  be  prepared  to  maintain  it  upon 
the  same  prineiple  as  we  are  doing  ihe  Malta  and 
Alexandria  line.  That  would  of  Course  involve 
cluaer  surveys,  but  from  the  information  that  wo 
obtained  from  persona  whoatt^n  i  1  to  the  survey, 
Mr.  Latimer  Clark,  Sir  Charles  Bright,  and 


ties  with  a  view  of  getting  them  to  take  up  the 

whole  scheme. 

1  (iH3.  Ha«  any  proposition,  that  you  are  aware 

of,  ever  been  miaue  to  the  French  Government 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  any  compauv  here  the 
power  of  transmitting  messages  througli  France  ? 
— am  not  aware     it,  but  I  should  think  Hueh 


others,  and  our  own  engineers,  we  could  see  quite  ft  tiling  would  fail  as  a  matter  of  course ;  I  have 
clearly  that  it  oould  be  done  and  mttntatned at  ft    had  a  n^rcat  deal  of  Im.sine.-s  w  ith  tlie  l-'renelt 


pnce. 

1676.  Does  your  scheme  provide  for  the  ne- 
cessary funds? — Our  scheme  does  not  jirovide  for 
any  fund^.  Wc  think  this ;  that  such  a  iiuc  must 
of  it^lt  he  remunerative,  and  if  gome  inio  properly 
bj  people  who  understand  the  management,  &0.> 
tt  must  be  a  remunerative  investment. 

1677.  Have  you  any  facts  ujKin  which  you  can 


Government,  and  have  at  tlic  present  time, 
1  know  that  they  will  not  dlow  of  anything 


„  tl»ftt 

interferes  with  tliem  ;  that  is  to  say  ,  tlicv  will 
give  no  one  power  in  France  but  themselves. 

1684.  They  take  coj)ic3,  do  they  not,  of  all 
nMaBageai*— I  may  apeak  witli  some  certainty 
upon  that.  I  waa  anrpHsed  at  being  sluiwn,  in 
the  Director  flonerar."  office  in  Pari.--,  me-safjes  of 


te«t  the  amount  of  telegraphic  business  passing  our  own  between  Alexandria  and  Kogland  to 
between  Ae  East  and  £^ndon?— I  could  obtMB    Her  MMeBty^s  Govermnmit  from  their  agents;  it 

tho?e  fact.-i.  Wc  have  them  in  the  office  so  far  na  n  a-  iiin(!c  no  secret  of.  Of 
our  own  line  is  concerned,  and  we  could  get  them 
with  the  assistAnce  of  the  Submarine  Com^MUir 
to  England,  but  tliat  is  no  criterion,  I  think,  witn 
regard  to  the  ultimate  traffic.  My  experience  of 
.\lexandria  was  tliis:  when  I  first  went  there, 
tiie  menagea  were  four  durs  upon  the  route ;  a 
dqmtation  of  merchants  had  a  meeting,  and  I  met 
them,  and  thi  y  told  me  that  if  we  could  insure 
them  &  message  in  48  houra,  they  would  use  the 
liae  to  an  extent  that  would  astonish  me.  Before 
1  itft  there,  wc  pnt  it  to  five  hours,  and  I  must 
^ly  that  the  result  did  astonish  me.  We  after- 
wards received  as  much  as  3,{X)0  /.  in  one  week, 
M  against  200  iL ;  when  the  line  was  first  opened 
lietiraen  Alexasdna,  London,  and  Liverpool ; 
llmt  Is  to  .-ay,  one  week  it  w»9  2,800/.,  and 
another  week,  2,700  il,  but  one  week  it  was 


wa-  ninffc  no  secret  of.  Uf  course  it  was  an  ex- 
trat)rdinary  thing  to  show  me  a  message  from  the 
Government  agent*  in  Alexandria  to  the  Goveril- 
ment  at  home ;  but  that  is  their  practice.  I  may 
elate,  dmt  in  any  tiling  connected  with  the  tele- 
graph and  other  matters,  in  which  ihey  tliink 
they  have  an  interest,  the  Director  (zoneral  has 
copies  of  all  messages  before  him  as  they  arrtire, 
and  I  believe  they  do  not  go  fwward  until  lia 
gives  his  absent. 

1685*  Was  your  company  in  any  way  a  party 
to  the  pn^poiftls  that  were  made  for  taking  over 
the  service  of  the  telcrrrapli  on  the  railway  lines 
in  India? — Our  company  have  been  con.sulted 
upon  it,  and  wc  have  had  it  under  discustfiou. 
Cnte  of  our  direetore  went  out  to  bidia  witii  ft 
view  of  making  himself  master  of  the  extent  of  it, 
aud  we  expect  that  unless  the  whole  thing  is 


^/HX)  /. ;  now  the  reoe^  bftve  drqiped  again  to  under  one  managBment  yon  will  never  get*  aatia- 

700/.,  because  they  cannot  rdy  upon  die  speed  factory  result. 

rid  Conetantinoplel  1686.  You  mean  that  it  would  be  a  great  ad- 

1678.  Do  you  recollect  what  season  that  wa.s?  vantage  to  tlic  public  if,  by  constructing  a  line 

— 1  do  notxecoUects  I  know  thirt  there  were  two  to  B<wabay  by  the  Egyptian  and  Arabian  route, 
0.4i.  L  8  yoa 
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J|>  4*  €fb$$,         were  able  hv  the  same  agency  to  tseiid  a 
Emi>       message  over  the  telegraphic  mm  raihvny  !ino«  in 
IndlA  to  any  point  with  which  thot-c  lim  s  coia- 
UfAiwU     municate?— Yc«.    I  may  ilhistnitc  that  hy  this 
**'oBi       eimple  fact  of  the  mci*«age  of  Nuhar  Pasha's,  and 
the  efleet  of  ^tting  an  answer  tn  a  mistake  in 
the  fame  iaj  u  of  immeiMe  importance  in  tele- 
graphy.  A  «iatn  receives  « telegmn  to  send  otit 
l.(M)((  liOjrf;lic';u]8  of  fiui.'nr,  when  it  only  means 
lUO,  and  he  docs  not  know  what  to  do ;  but  if  he 
can  get  his  reply  on  the  same  day  m  to  whether 
that  IS  correct,  and  have  it  repeated,  it  becomea 
of  great  value. 

1687.  There  would  be  gn  at  facility  in  identi- 
fying the  responsible  pvly,  if  anything  irere 
done  amip8? — Ex.ictly  so. 

1688.  Have  vmi  Imil  nfca-imi  to  in;ikc  nuv 
representations  to  any  foreign  g(»vf  nirnem,  witli 
rejcard  to  die  time  ipfpiired  ibr  making  inquirieR 
and  giving  answen  to  oomidainta? — Con- 
stantly. 

168*9.  What  is  the  tame  that  th^  oecnpyf — 
borne  two  or  three  year?  apo  it  became  a  ^ery 
serious  case.  There  was  ;i  rji  oat  complaint  on  the 
part  of  tb.p  ]ni}<lic,  and  it  was  --(ijiiin^cd  that  it 
attached  to  the  English  companiei*.  that  is  to  say, 
the  compamee  at  the  other  end.  We  knew  that 
it  was  not  «o ;  and  1  wrote  a  letter  tl<  tfic  Di- 
rector General,  at  that  time  in  Italy,  drawing 
Me  attention  to  the  delay  which  occurred  in 
mewering  ihtm  qnestions;  and  I  received  a  long 
hrtter  from  him,  in  which  be  Mod  be  tbornght  that 
if  tin-  tliinLT  was  scttlt'<l  in  1^  iiintitli-s  it  wa-  a 
reasonable  time.  He  divided  it  into  six  months 
to  eoosider  it,  SIX  months  to  hand  it  to  tlie 
different  oftirers  tn  rejiorl  ttpon  it.  and  nix  months 
to  decide  upon  the  an«wcT  and  pay  uvcr  the 
money .    Tl^  idea  was  16  montb?. 

1690.  Have  yott  giTVU  your  attention  at  all  to 
the  nrcBcnt  line  of  comrnnnlcation  between 
I^ondon  a>i'l  India,  hv  war  of  the  (  (mtinciit  and 
Cqnstantinople  ? — I  have  given  it  a  good  deal  of 
eonsideration. 

1691.  Are  yon  nwnrf  that  therp  liarc  been 
great  complaints  on  the  part  of  mcrchantu,  and 
Other  persons  nring  that  line,  of  delays  and 
ineguiarities,  and  the  incorrect  rendering  a£ 
messa^? — Yes. 

\f\'.l2.  To  what  do  you  attribute  tbat  ? — T 
attribute  it  to  a  variety  of  caosep,  according  to 
the  Afferent  countries  through  whidi  the  mes- 
Bnpis  travel.  In  Italy  I  trace  it  very  much  tn 
thjp  cause,  that  there  is  no  good  system  of 
nfanagcment  there;  they  delay  every  message, 
no  matter  bow  important,  if  they  hare  any  mes- 
sagea  of  tbeirown,  particnlarly  of  an  impf)rtant 
rharartpr.  to  sond.  For  cxainplc  ;  I  bad  occasion 
at  Malta  to  see  a  message  from  the  Qovemor 
General  of  Tndia  to  Sir  Charles  Wood?  that 
message  Mar--  cnt  from  Alexandria  irnmcdiatrly 
on  tbr  arrival  of  the  Steamer,  and  was  iu  Malta 
witbii!  fi  vMninutes:  but  it  took  the  Malta  office 
the  whole  day  to  get  that  message  off  to  the 
first  Italian  station,  and  they  did  that  at  three 
different  tluics  :  it  wa.-^  a  very  inijuinaiit  message, 
and  although  it  was  a  State  message,  and  conse- 
quently had  precedence  of  everything  else,  yet 
they  said  tbat  they  had  their  own  Stare  mof^- 
sage«  to  transmit,  and  they  were  a<  tnally  a  w  bole 
day  in  taking  this  message  from  ]Vlalta. 

169.3.  Was  that  under  the  administration  of  the 
Mediterranean  Companv  ? — Yes  ;  but  it  was  no 
fault  of  theirs.  It  artt^e  in  the  office  of  the 
Italian  athninistration.    The  Mediterranean  clerk 


TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 

at  Malta  would  n-k  tbe  Italian  clerk  at  \njili'  rr 
Sicily  to  receive  the  despatch.  Tlu  cieik  would 
«iy , "  I  am  reidy,*  and  he  would  get  off.  j>erha|)?, 
one-tbird  of  the  message;  then  tbe  clerk  would 
stop  him  by  saving.  "  I  have  a  State  nies.<age  of 
my  own,"  which,  perhaps,  was  really  some  chrk 
asking  another  cleric  at  another  station  some  un- 
important question :  and  I  have  been  told  tbat 
tbat  i.«  Yory  much  tbe  <  !i*o,  :ind  the  rc>nlt  ^sn- 
that  this  important  (iovcmment  message  took  ,i 
whdeday  to  get  through  attfrreetliilbrent  tines 
of  transmission. 

1694.  Practically,  throngb  me:»>agcs.  thoufrh 
they  may  \>e  of  the  utmost  consefjiience,  are 
enbordinate  entirely  to  local  mewage*  Yes, 
and  the  whole  of  the  Tndia  messages  of  tbst  Aty 
^vere  di-layed.  and  the  wh(de  of  the  nr  rc  n;fi!c 
me.-'i^agc.'^  were  «lclayed  until  after  this  <iovi-rn- 
ment  mcssjige  went. 

169.5.  Ibi  yon  tbink  tbat  that  oVijertion  exists 
with  regurd  to  the  ser\'iee  throngb  Genuany  and 
Turkey  ? — I  may  say,  witb  reference  tc»  Turkey, 
that  my  experience  of  the  Turks,  and  I  havceeea 
a  great  deal  of  Aeir  ww^ing,  is,  tbat  in  Iherr 
case  it  i.-  more  idlencs.*.  1  tbink,  than  anything 
else,  and  the  same  with  the  Egj-ptians;  you 
never  get  them  to  attend  ;  a  clerk  there  will  W«teh 
the  instrument,  and  smoke  bi^^  cigarette,  and  ity, 
"  Let  them  call ;"  it  is  just  inattention. 

I6!'6.  Is  it  tmc  that  they  alltfW  meSMgeete 
Mccttnralate  on  the  file  till  dtere  is  work  enoo^ 
fertbewi  ?— Yes,  vetr  often.  To  show  I9\e  Oro* 
mittpe  to  what  e'^tent  if  is  <-arrIi-d  in  Kfrypt.  tbe 
Viceroy,  although  be  has  the  whole  thing  in  his 
Own  hands  and  hn  own  Clerics,  prefers  paying  our 
admiiii'^tration  some  200?.  or  300/.  a  year  for  his 
own  private  messages  rather  than  se^d  them  by 
bis  o>vn  line }  he  cmtiot  depend  upon  iSie  chstki 
upon  his  line. 

1697.  Do  yon  know  mtyl2iiog  of  An  nrtend 
administrKtion  of  iJie  telegraph  atConstantinopleY 
— I  do  not. 

1698.  You  cannot  speak  to  the  irorking  of  die 

serviee  between  Constartinnple  and  Bagdad' — T 
know  notbing  of  it.  From  what  I  ha\^  seen  of 
it,  if  it  is  worked  by^TaTke,l!bat  wiH  aeeomrt 
for  the  delay  tbat  has  ooenrredi 

1699.  Yon  tbink  tbat  a  Turk  i»  constitutionally 
nnfltted  fnrtbe  work? — Tliere  i'^  a  1riek  ><i'  energy 
about  him,  and  he  is  constitutionally  unfitted  lor 
the  work,  as  I  know  by  experience. 

1700.  Hp  is  indifferent  to  what  i^f  going  on  in 
the  external  world? — Yes,  quite  so.  I  may  f=«y 
that  ^ere  are  great  delays  witb  those  clerks,  in 
eon«e<[nenre  of  their  not  Understanding  tbe  lan- 
guage. Yon  may  think  it  almost  absurd,  bat  on 
one  occasion,  in  Malta,  there  wa'»  a  4()0-worci 
message,  which  occupied  a  considerable  time  in 
the  trannniflsion.  liie  derk  who  was  reoetring 
it  was-  u  Maltese,  wbo  ought  certainly  to  ba>'e 
understood  something  of  the  English  language. 
After  a  message  is  sent,  it  is  usual  for  the  clerk 
receiving  it  to  send  back  how  many  words  tbe 
message  consists  of ;  that  is  to  say,  after  he  has 
received  a  message,  the  first  thing  he  does  is 
to  count  it,  and  see  tbat  the  namber  of  words  is 
right.  Then  the  clerk  at  tbe  oth«r  end  send* 
back,  "  There  arc  .3(»n  words."  Tbcn  the  clerk 
saj'S,  "No;  yon  are  wrong;  tbcre  are  400.* 
That  caused  the  other  clerk  to  ru  n  it  ni  all 
through,  and  the  result  was  tbat  the  Maltese 
clerk  eould  only  make  399  words,  and  the 
Alexandria  clerk  made  400.  Tbe  next  ojienition 
is  to  send  tbe  first  letter  of  every  word  from  one 
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clerk  ta  tite  other.  They  »cnt  all  that,  but  etill 
the  Maltase  clerk  could  »nly  make  399  wonle  of 
ik  At  lmrt»  aftflr  eoiog  over  it  again  and  again, 
the  Maitpi^  cIctk  sent  a  ine^Mtge  to  ask  if 
''John  Browu  "  wa«  one  word;  he  bad  taken  it 
«i  one  word  ;  and  that  alone  occupied  the  line 
&r  over  two  hours,  all  other  meaaoges  being  de- 
bred.  1  merely  iu«taace  that  as  showing,  where 
Tuu  are  depeii<leiit  ou  uue  lino  nuly,  ihc  uecf^>Ity 
al*  having  olerks  who  ace  not  only  accu«toiued  to 
iki  HutranMnt,  but  to  the  language  to  eomA 
atent. 

1701.  Have  you  made  any  pnipositioiis  to  tho 
Ibdddi  Gttvemmentf  with  the  view  of  acc^uiriu^ 
toatrol  over  tho  line  between  iVlexandna  and 
Diarbekir? — Wc  gome  time  ago,  when  Colonel 
btewart  was  alive,  sent  a  conunibsionor  to  Con- 
KiatiBople^  vith  the  view  of  getting  a  conceaiioa 
tola^  aliM  ftcHu  Aleaaodria  to  I&rbekir;  but 
we  found  that,  although  we  had  Colonel  Stewart'a 
and  the  (iovernmenfe  influence — fur  hir  licnry 
Bdver  aariatad  oa-^yet  the  Turks  would  not 
make  any  terms  -xvith  us.  Wc  niort>ly  afked  to 
be  alluwfd  to  lay  tlu?  lino,  uiu  llicy  would  not 
liiten  to  it. 

170ft.  Us,  €hiider».\  With  r«gu<^  to  the  last 
qnalioo  bnt  one,  m  tbere  not  some  meohaniiMd 

pocees  by  wliirli  \  can  ensur*'  <-_>-vrcrx  repeti- 
tion?— \V  e  t^cnd  liy  tiie  Moitie  justiumcat;  that 
is  a  ^etem  of  printing  by  dot<»  and  dashes,  which 
ii  used  aluiost  uuivcrtiallv  on  tiio  continont. 
There  i."  another  Bysteiii  oi  uriutiii^  by,  1  thiuk, 
111  gbea'e  tnstrunfent,  oy  which  they  send 
the  lionuut  letters ;  that  is  an  Anaeiioaa  marhina, 
and  it  ia  very  pretty  ;  but,  unfbrtnnateljr,  when- 
ever  I  have  secu  it  in  practiet;  i'  !i  h  >ent  nothing 
bat  X's,  X\  and  'Ha ;  but  I  am  told  that  it  doea 
anavar  wpf       «fwn  paeticular  nmtea* 

1703.  yet  you  do  not  know  any  absolute 
inean!<  eiwuriug  corwjct  repetitiou  by  a  uiochu' 
nicdi  prooc.'^  ? — I  know  no  means  of  mechanically 
nepeatinff  to  the  efo that  is  to  say,  there  is 
prmting  by  the  Msoft  flod«|»  Mkd  if  jva  eledk  is 
ii  good  pnntee  h*  hm  ft.M!|pat6r  of  it  Ibc  aU 
timei. 

n04»  But  tihst*  ia  no  aetnal  meana  by  wliisli 

the  in?trtimcnt  wliirli  «f^n(ls5  ou  the  mcsMige  can 
suuultaneously  repeat  the  ineasagt  ? — No,  not  by 
the  instrument ;  it  is  by  tlie  hand  of  tlie  clerk. 

Xhcure  ia  no  disoovenF  by  which  oMchar 
aSsal  power  oould  be  applied  ao  aa  to  te^eat  a 
aiessage  ? — I  know  of  none  ;  I  know  of  no 
mechanical  [lOwer  of  repetition  at  the  time  it  is 
mat.  After  the  clerk  has  reoeived  it  he  sends  it 
back  by  signal ;  but  I  know  of  no  mechanist 
arrangement  for  that  purpose. 

1706.  Vou  propose,  in  ortler  to  get  over  the 
difficnltjr  betweea  Malta  and  SioUy,  to  eatahliah 
a  dupiioate  line  to  Benghazi ;  would  that  line 
c(>nnc<n  lt;»ulf  with  the  Aurttro-Gfrmiuuc  system, 
or  Willi  tlie  Western  Alliance r — I  believe  it  is 
under  what  ie  called  the  Paris  treaty  now ;  it 
used  to  be  under  the  Bnua<!lr'  treaty.  It  would 
nut  connect  iteeU'  with  tlie  Auftro-Gcnnanic 
ty»ten)  unless  there  were  a  lino  laid  from  liaguaa 
aeiws;  any  thing  oonaettted.  with  Italy  at  pneeeat 
m  UMler  the  Paiia  treaty. 

-  ITdT.  You  cannot  connect  between  I^onirlmzi 
and  L'attarO}  or  Sagusa? — No;  I  <io  not  know 
whather  the  Itidians  wmdd  allow  us  to  laud  at 
Otranto,  or  somewhere  tlien- ;  Iftliey  would  we 
could  bring  a  line  fnnii  lu^iuwt  to  Olranto. 

Yku  coidd  not  }j^o  from  Bagutta  direct  to 
Benghazi,  cotild  you?— Yes,  WO  oouid  doao; 
<U3. 


there  is  mi  iliflli  ulty  in  la}rilig  siiob  adjne^iiiflit  JlCXfaM^ 


is  {)art  of  the  scheme. 

1709.  By  which  you  would  be  ittlspendAat  t€ 

France  ?— Vf-.s. 

17  Lu.  Antl  oi  i'rcucU  eiijaouage  r — Ye*  Thfire. 
arc  three  routes:  one  via  liagusn,  anutlier  nai. 
Faria  and  Italy,  and  another  the  original  routo^. 
which  ulUinately  we  muM  come  to,  no  duubt,. 
fronj  Falmnuth  to  (jlhraltnr  and  from. GlbinJ tar 
tu  Malta}  but  at  present  the  most  inexpensive 
route  woukl be  etf  tlua  direet  Hue,  tlirou<rh  Italy 
or  t'la  Rii^ru^u. 

1711.  So  that  if  you  went  from  lienjjihazi  to 
Kagubii  you  not  cmly  would gefr over  trie  diHiculty 
of  the  Maltii  :ui<l  .Sicily  jmamntec  S  lino  wlucn 
stands  in  your  way,  but  you  w<iul(!  go  through 
H«)lland  instead  ni'  going  thiODf^  Ymuaesi—Si* 
doubt  a£  it. 

1712.  Wiih  regaid:  to  the  Malta  and  Sidly, 

line,  you  cn(k'avourc<l  tu  pcfHinide  tlio  Govern- 
ment, did  you  not,  to  allow  you  to  compete  for 
that  line  ? — No  %  we  aaid  to  the  MeditenwMaa 
Kxtencion  Company,  "  You  must  amidtfnniata 
with  us;  wc  muet  all  i;o  lugether;"  but  tiicy  dbp 
clined  to  amalgamate,  and  aaid  they  were  quite 
satiafiedi  aa  they  wore.  We  aaid,  "  M  vMtwiU 
imt  malyamate  with  ua  your  60  n^ea  of  line' will 
so  interiere  with  uiir  eclioine  that  virtually  it 
destroys  it,"  because  the  Committee  cau  uadar^ 
stand  that  if  you  have  an  administration  ttnevff- 
\n\t  only  (iO  niilo>  of  line,  and  you  have  to  rom- 
uiunicutc  thiougb  that  admiuislratiou  with  the 
administration  beyond,  you  get  into  hot  wotei^ 
and  you  never  can  ^t  aatSfaetion.  It  i^-  all 
gnanuiteed,  and  thia  intermedtatie  nfbnunatcatiMi 
serves  its  own  views,  aud  It  hat  Loon  j)roduotive 
of  a  great  deal  of  ill  Iccling  between  the.  JUaiiaus 
and  oursel  vcs. 

171.^.  FaUiu^t  that  negoiliition,  }-oti  ondpa- 
vourcd,  did  you  nut,  lu  get  the  EuKiiab  Govera»- 
ment  to  coneent  to  your  UMSdnig  al  Al«lta.?— -Wft 
had  notgot  aafasvA  that. 

1714.  IMd  yon  not  apply  to  the  Gotental  Office 
for  leave"''—  No,  we  Inul  not  got  se  far  as  that. 
As  lar  08  we  were  ooucerued,  we  were  coming 
to  the  Qovenmient  to  ask  tliem  to  reduce  our 
rental  in  ooiiNdeiBtimk  of  «iur  kyiag  a  duplicate 
Hue. 

1715.  Did  not  you  do  m  by  a  ruundntbout 
way,  through- the. lltaliaa  Government;,  did  wm 
nat  ash  tiieni-  trn  umke  audi  a  prmNHalfl — Nfr; 

j)ro\  ioii-ly  to  coming  (o  (ho  English  Goveruint  nt, 
we  said  to  the  Itoliaa  (ioveuunent>-  "  Will  you 
give  OS  Jmto  to  land  a  cable  fidOMkltfattft?"'  and 
tlii  ir  luiswer  was,  '*  With  [deni^nrp,  provided  we 
Ciiu.  '  Then  there  wacj  a  coninuiniouticuiy  1  be- 
lieve, through  the  Foreign  Otlioo,  with  Mr. 
Elliott,  with  reference  to  the  right  of  tha  Italian 
adminirtration  to  give  a  aeeoiM  company  leave 
to  land.  The  Italian  Govornnient  had  before 
them  the  Minute  uf  the  Treasur}'  whereby  they 
a«<ked  tlie  Mediterranean  ExteuMon  CompRnyto 
give  u)>  (lioir  in(inn))oly  ;  they  bad  tlmt  minute 
beforo  llu  ui.ami  they  ouusidercd  tluittbat  vu  tuuiiy 
exonerated  diem;  that  in  to  tuiy,  that  if  the 
En^sh  Government  made  it  a  condition  with 
the  Mediterraaean  Exiemnon  Com[>auy  tluu  they 
ahould  give  up  their  motiojKjly ,  in  contsiderntioa 
of  their  giiarnntcciug  them  b  per  cent.,  the  italtaii 
Govi  rnnioiit  load  that  as  relieving  thent  from 
tho  eliiu^o  ill  iliolr  conrr-snion  v.-lierony  they  gnve 
tlioiu  the  o\oliA8i\e  liglu,  aud  they  said,  That 
right  has  been  abandoned  in  tlie  arruugemeitt 
which  you  have  made  with  the  Treasury.^* 

L  4  1716.  Bat 
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Rt  A,  Ghm,  1716.  But  you  did  not  at  all  preea  upon  like 
£aq.  Eoglieh  GoTemmeat,  did  you,  the  rennndatioii 
of  tlMt  monopoly?— No,  w«  have  not  prewed 
S4  April  that.  We  felt  that,  if  we  had  asked  the  English 
Government  to  have  done  anything  to  aBsist  the 
Malta  and  Alexandria  line,  they  would,  as  ft 
matter  of  course,  have  aesisted  ut?  to  improve  tbe 
communication ;  that  tfras  our  only  (jbject. 

1717.  So  tliat  you  are  quite  open  to  a  eatis- 
fiictorv  arxanirament  viA  Malta,  if  it  oouid  be 
brongnt  abontr — ^Yee;  and  we  always  have  been. 
"^Vc  V,  t-nt  to  the  Mediterranean  Extension  Com- 
|>auy,  and  wc  said,  "  This  tiling  h  likely  to  c«)me 
about;  vn  have  no  wish  whatever  to  go  past 
yon  in  your  interest,  but  you  should  consider 
thia  matter,  Lecauee  your  60  miles  juet  spoils  the 
whole  thing." 

1718.  Is  their  cable  a  good  one? — Yes;  I 
made  it  tat  them,  and  laid  It  some  five  yeats 
ago;  and  it  lias  ncvor  lu^en  nut  of  or«lcr  a  day. 

1719.  Is  the  line  tbrougli  the  Island  of  Sar- 
dinia an  open  line? — No;  that  line  has  heen 
taken  out  of  our  hands  very  rooch,  and  I  do  not 
know  what  condition  it  is  in. 

1720.  Is  there  anything  going  on  about  the  line 
between  Malta  and  Corfu  at  present? — I  am  not 
aware.  There  is  a  line  between  Otntato  and 
Corfu.  l)uf  I  Mw  not  aware  of  any  direct  line 
between  Malta  and  Ciort'n ;  I  have  never  heard 
of  it. 

1721.  You  do  not  know  of  any  negotiations 
about  carrying  a  line  up  that  side?— I  am  not 
aware  oi  it.  It  may  be  that  if  we  can  cany  out 
that  grand  scheme  that  we  have  in  view,  we 
may  wish  to  get,  as  it  were,  as  many  alteniate 
routes  as  we  can  insistently  with  keeping  the 
capital  within  nioilerate  bounds. 

1722.  What  arc  your  facilities  at  Bengha«?— 
The  facility  at  Benghazi  i?  that  it  is  an  interme- 
diate station,  and  instead  of  having  the  circuit 
that  wc  should  otherwise  have  of  some  thousand 
miles  in  one  unbroken  line,  Naaoi  ef  the 
•tatkm  at  Benghazi,  we  divide  it  ntto  exactly  one> 
half;  it  is  a  transmittino^  statio>n. 

17S8.  That  station  is  on  the  shore,  about  a 
■rile  fttm  the  sea,  is  it  not  ?— Yes. 

1724.  Is  there  a  British  Consul  these ?— Yes; 
there  is  a  British  Consul  there. 

1725.  Is  it  a  place  where  you  feel  that  you 
will  be  likely  to  be  protected? — The  best  an- 
swer I  can  give  to  that  is,  tint  aU  our  employ^ 
at  the  port  of  B-  ^'n^.^l;^i  arc  little Idngathera,  and 
they  get  on  uncommonly  well. 

1 726.  Is  Benghazi  in  the  Govenmient  of  Tripoli 
or  Tunis — In  Tripoli;  wc  have  never  had  the 
slightest  dithculty  at  Benghazi,  though  1  believe 
enr  clerks  and  consuls  are  about  the  only 
EuMmeans  there. 

1727.  Do  you  know  any^ing  about  the  state 
of  the  old  caldc  on  the  southeni  pidc  of  Arabia? 
— I  do  not ;  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  t\mu 

1758.  But  the  cable  was  laid,  was   it  not, 

Sretty  nearly  where  you  proposed  to  lay  it? — I 
0  not  know  at  all ;  I  have  read  reports  witli 
i^erenee  to  that  eaUe,and  I  have  also  had  a 
ffloA.  deal  of  hearsay  evidenoe*  hut  I  think  you 
will  get  better  information,  probably,  trom  die 
gentleman  who  wa^  out  witli  it,  Mr.  iTordey  who 
IS  here.   X  know  nothing  of  it. 

1759.  So  &r  as  die  nilore  of  tihat  cable  goes, 
it  does  not  alarm  yon  with  re?pcct  to  the  success 
of  your  own  ? — No ;  during  my  experience  of  the 
last  Id  years  I  have  known  of  no  instance  to 
cause  the  slightest  alarm  with  regard  to  the 


present  form  of  submarine  cables,  provided  thsy 
are  laid  properly;  they  were  laid  then  imperfectly. 
We  must  bear  ra  mind  that  a  submarine  cable  to 
he  jKifeet  lian  only  really  been  ascertained  with- 
in a  few  years  by  the  instnunents  which  have 
been  introduced. 

1730.  So  that  you  do  not  hcsitntp  at  all  in 
proposing  to  lay  a  cable  down  the  lower  ytaxt  of 
the  Red  Sea  ? — I  do  not  at  all,  for  this  reason- 
that  we  know  that  we  have  in  600  fathoms  there  an 
unmietakahle  good  bottom,  irom  surveys  actually 
made,  ajid  that  the  em  al  reefs  are  higher  nearer 
the^shorc.  The  line  from  Souakin  to  Aden,  I 
inline,  will  be  found  to  be  in  every  respect  as 
p^ood  hfitween  Malta  and  Tripoli.  I  believe 
it  to  be  all  sand  in  that  depth,  wnich  is  aa  good 
a  depdt  as  you  could  lay  a  cable  in,  beeanse  it 
could  be  recovered  earily  in  400  fiith«Bia»  and 
where  It  is  likely  to  be  looked  after  it  will  renunn 
perfect 

1731.  You  stated  in  your  evidence,  did  yon 
not,  that  you  look  forwwrd  to  a  time  when  there 
will  be  a  cable  to  Gibraltar*  and  firom  (Hfandtar 
to  ilaita?— Cleariy. 

1732.  In  fact,  that  it  is  the  onlv  line  that  will 
render  us  entirely  independent  o^  the  European 
Oovemments?— -Yes.  I  believe  in  a  very  rimrt 
time,  jv-  the  telegraph  becomes  more  developed, 
it  will  become  an  absolute  necessity  that  English 
mensbaate  and  tlie  Government  diould  have  un- 
interrupted oootrol  of  all  meesagea  finm  England 
to  India. 

1733.  And  in  that  case  we  should  have  the 
whole  control*  except  through  Egypt?— ^leadf; 
and  the  oonlrol  through  Egypt  yon  woold  have 
in  this  way,  that  the  Viceroy  would  enter  into  a 
subvention  at  once*  1  have  no  doubt,  from  in- 
fcnnation  which  I  have  leeeived  from  Egypt 
very  recently,  to  give  us  the  eTchiiive  ri^^ht 
of  using  an  independent  wire  without  any  inters 
ference  on  his  part  whatever  with  that  wire. 
He  would  undertake  to  it  on  our 
paying  him  a  royalty,  he  would  not  have  any 
control  over  tlie  ti-affic,  as  they  1)1  vr  at  pre- 
sent, through  France  and  Italy,  lie  would 
merely  receive  his  annual  payment,  but  the  whole 
of  the  operations  will  be  in  the  hands  of  tluB 
company,  or  whoever  may  be  the  medium. 

1734.  Is  there  any  aucli  plan  spproaohii^ 
maturity  at  present  ? — I  think  I  may  eay  there 
is.  I  nave  nad  a  great  deal  of  correspoadenee 
and  communication  with  eome  very  influential 
parties,  who  are  deeply  interested  in  studying 
this  question ;  and  though  it  is  not  quite  ripe 
yet,  1  know  that  they  think  favourably  of  it; 
and  m  fur  as  oiu*  compa^iy  are  concern ed,  we  are 
prepared  to  co-operate  with  them,  subject  to  the 
sanction  of  the  Government.  It  would  be  a  plan* 
of  course,  of  a  very  comprdieBHTa  natore*  and 
would  require  the  aaJWtioit  of  Qovttmnwit  bcfare 
it  was  carried  out 

1785.  Sir  Charles  BriyhQ  I  tliink  there  is 
some  misapprehension  in  your  answer  to  one  of 
Mr.  Childers'  questions.  It  is  the  fact,  is  it  not, 
ttat  you  can  repeat  by  the  repeating  ap{Miratus* 
SO  as  to  retransmit  signals  by  machinery? — Yea. 

1786.  But,  I  believe,  it  is  fotmd  in  prac^oe  to 
be  productive  of  nmcii  delay  and  error  where 
there  are  many  such  instruments  introduced  into 
one  circuit  ? — Clearly.  I  nnderstood  the  Hmour- 
able  Member  to  rcft^r  to  the  repetition  of  the  ine.*- 
sage.  The  eatne  lumd  that  sends  a  message  from 
London  to  Liverpctol  will  liotgetikrepeateidftom 
liverpool  mechanically. 

1737.  During 
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1737.  Durinr^  the  time  of  your  administration, 
whilst  the  line  was  under  oue  control  and  wurked 
bj  finglisli  cleilca  tiirough  Italy,  and  froiu  Malta 
U)  Alexandria,  you  got  up  to  ft  very  coDsiderable 
^ed  of  working  ? — Very. 

17S8.  What  IS  the  greatest  uutance  of  speed 
tbt  you  can  mention? — Thio  n-eftiMt  uutauoe,  I 
(uppoee,  would  be  that  th«  deaUi  of  Lofd  JSlgiu 
^■^  telcgru}<lun]  fruin  Cairo  flDd  xeoeived  In 
London  in  le««  than  an  hour. 

1739.  Yoa  ]iav«  desoribed  the  route  of  the 
line  that  you  arc  about  to  establish  in  combina- 
tion with  other  interests  by  way  of  the  Ited  Sea. 
Can  you  give  us  any  information  to  the  eaw^x- 
of  die  failure  of  the  Red  Sea  line  ?— -My  infoc- 
matiun  may  be  considered  as  second  liand.  1 
have  seen  portioud  of  ihc  line  whicli  .-ihowoil  tliat 
the  cable  must  have  been  laid  over  very  rough 
placM.  Again,  there  were  minute  ^ults  which 
miiit  have  been  in  tlic  c  ulile  at  tlic  time  it  wn.s 
hid,  and  there  were  many  uther  rcasuuti  why  it 
&3ed.  It  woR  laid  <  uiL^iJeiably  too  taut,  ac- 
cording to  the  (lata.  I  luul  no  means  of  judging, 
except  from  data  wliich  1  ha\  o  seen  myself  on 
the  spot 

Xiiik  Xoa  have  no  doubt  that  if  your  schemes 
em  he  carried  out  you  can  constrnet  an  efficient 

telegraph  from  the  Franco-Ttulian  frontier  by 
vay  of  Egypt  and  the  Ked  Sea  and  the  Arabian 
Sea  to  Bombay  ?— I  have  not  the  least  doubt 
•boat  it. 

1741.  In  what  time  do  yon  tliiuk  a  message 
wdi  be  peaaed  froaa  London  to  Cidcutta  at  tlic 
aienge  apeed,  auppoaing  the  working  of  the  line 
wu  entirely  under  one  control,  and  with  all  the 

apparatus  ami  the  ,^tafF  nf  fl'.c  lino  of  tlie  most 
pemct character  ? — 1  do  not  see  tliat  you  tlunild 
Ufe  a  delay  on  the  average  of  moi-e  than  8  to 
12  honrs  UjKjn  the  wholo  work  of  the  day  ;  that 
would  be  tlie  a\  ciitgc  delay  of  the  whole  ;  mauy 
messages  would  anive  in  an  hour,  and  otbera 
night  be  longer ;  it  very  muchdependa  upon  the 
tn&c  on  the  line. 

1742.  Mr.  Mt^atL]  TIow  lonj;  lias  tlio  ar- 
laogement  been  in  operation  by  wliich  you  have 
a  separate  wire  through  the  Italian  States? — 
The  conventioD,  I  think,  ia  dated  about  ux 
va^back. 

1748.  For  what  time  have  yon  the  exclunTC 

use  of  the  wire  ? — For  40  years. 

1744.  For  working  that  wire  do  you  employ 
your  own  clerks? — Yes. 

1745.  There  is  no  interference  whatever  on 
the  part  of  the  Italian  Government? — No. 

1746.  Have  you  applied  to  France  to  see 
whetlier  yuu  could  make  a  similar  arrangement 
with  the  French  Qovemment?'<-We  have  not 
done  that. 

1747.  Do  not  you  think  it  advisuble  that  you 
should  do  so? — ^I  think  it  i^  advisable;  but  the 
fnnch  Government  are  difficult  to  approach 
ezcMit  duvugh  the  English  Government.  I 
should  fail  in  getting  it  as  an  individual. 

1748.  Have  you  tried  whether  you  could  get 
it  through  the  intervention  of  the  Britiah  Go- 
Temment  ? — Not  at  present. 

1749.  If  that  comd  be  done,  it  would  make 
Ae  line  very  perfeot»  would  it  not?~Moat  per> 
feet. 

1750.  According  as  you  have  stated,  it  would 
want  but  one  line  of  eeparato  wire  in  the  exclu- 
live  use  of  your  company  through  France  to 
aMdsa  timt  line  pnrfeet  to  Indie^^^iute  per- 
fect 

a43. 


1751.  Always  a.*>umlnp:  tkat  (lie  Viceroy  of  R.  A.  QUatt 
Egypt  is  wiliina  tu  give  you  a  convention  similar  Esq. 

to  that  which  tlie  Italian  kingdom  haa  given  to   ^ 

you  ?— Yfs,  Lloarly.  i^AjwU 

17J2.  And  you  have  very  little  doubt  that  the  i860. 
Viceroy  of  E^ypt  is  willinf^V — [  think  I  m.iy  say, 
from  influential  persona  irom  whom  I  have  re- 
ceived <mmmunieattona,  end  from  the  general 
feeling  in  F.,i:y|>t,  that  ho  would  be  diapowd  to 
do  it  for  n  nominal  subsidy. 

1753.  Is  not  there  a  loop  line  connecting  the 
Egyptian  lines  on  the  Turkish  pirlc? — If  you 
call  It  a  loop  line,  tlicrc  is  a  line  Irum  hi  Arish 
round  tlie  coaat  toBeyrout,  and  so  on,  and  1  think 
that  it  is  in  communication  with  Diabekir,  Alempo, 
Damascus,  and  those  other  places ;  and  that  line 
is  in  tlu.'  liandd  of  tlui  Virt  roy  and  his  agents. 

1754.  And,  consequently,  all  the  arrangements 
diat  you  might  be  able  to  make  with  the  v  iceroy 
with  rcpjaril  to  the  fir?t  Utic,  might  also  be  mode 
applicable  to  the  second  line  ? — No ;  for  this 
reason:  the  Viceroy  is  under  terms  with  the 
Sultan  to  work  the  El  Arish  line.  We  had  a 
concession  to  make  the  line  to  El  Arish,  and  we 
should  have  done  so  had  we  not  been  denied  the 
privilege  of  ccnnecting  with  the  Turkish  liucSf 
and  a  One  to  El  Arish  in  the  handa  of  a  private 
romiiany,  unle.-.-<  yon  bad  the  TurkiA  bnea  tO 
ji'in  up  to  tiiein,  would  be  valueless. 

1755.  Have  yon  made  application  to  the 
Turki.^h  Government  for  the  privilege  of  a 
single  wire  ? — Yes. 

1756.  "What  bos  been  the  result  of  that  appli- 
cation ? — The  result  of  the  application  was*  toat 
they  refused  it.  We  offered  to  lay  down,  at  our 
own  risk  a;id  co.=-t,  a  line  from  Alexandria  or 
ixom  El  Arish  tu  Cousitauiiuopic,  or  to  Bey  rout^ 
or  to  any  of  those  places ;  and  that  applloatton 
were  eiipi>or(od  by  tlu;  English  Government.  Sir 
Henry  Jiuhv  tir  ai»i»tcil  our  Board  iu  the  matter, 
and  Colonel  Stewart  also. 

1757.  Was  the  offer  accompanied  by  the 
douceur  of  a  Royalty,  such  as  you  projwse  to  give 
to  the  VieeiDV  of  iipypt  ? — Vo-;  we  offered 
them  a  toll,  and  they  rclused  it.  Colonel  Stewart 
was  interested  very  much  in  the  matter,  and  he 
told  mc  that  he  was  quite  pure  that  they  would 
not  entertain  any  sucli  proposal,  and  that  they 
would  have  it  all  in  their  own  handa,  tlMVe- 
fore  we  reluctantly  gave  it  up. 

1758.  "What  is  the  average  time  that  a  message 
takes  now  between  Alexandria  and  Loudon? 
— Our  manager  there  says  that  they  are  in  very 
good  time  now,  and  come  pretty  eoTrectly ;  the 
average  time  is  from  seven  to  eight  liours. 

1759.  As  between  London  and  Aiexaudiin  it 
does  not  need  Aat  there  should  be  anything  like 
po  long  a  space  of  time? — No;  nor  would  there 
be  if  we  had  a  direct  line  between  Alexandiia 
and  London ;  j)rovided  that  the  trafHc  was 
moderate  there  u  no  reason  why  you  ahould  not 
get  your  mepsoges  as  quickly  as  between  I/iver- 

itool  and  I  ti  li  n,  the  wire  all  being  in  one  baud, 
.'erhaps  I  may  explain  one  reason  why  the 
messages  anive  irregularly.  Sometimesa  mea«^^ 
of  to-day  w  ill  arri\  e  before  a  mepjajre  of  Yester- 
day, although  the  me.^snf,'^  of  yesterday  went  in 
due  course ;  and  it  is  very  much  accounted  for 
in  this  way,  particularly  in  Italy  :  if  an  outward 
message  amvcs  at  Turin,  and  the  line  to  Naples 
is  blocked,  the  clerk  at  Turin  has  instructions  to 
get  the  next  station  he  can  to  receive  tlie  mes- 
sage ;  the  conaaqnence  ia  Ibat  the  maasago  goes 
xoimd  by  the  boot«  aa  yoa  may  cell  it»  of  Italy, 
M  either 
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B.  4,  OfaN^  either  going  by  the  wire  on  one  side  of  theooa.'^t, 
&q*       or  by  the  nthcr,  wluchever  wire  happens  to  be 
^—  _      free,  and  although  that  may  be  the  longest  way 
14  April     round,  the  message  gets  transmitted  first ;  so  that 
1866.  message  of  to-3aj  night  arriTe  at  Malta 

before  the  measafe  of  jeeterday,  which  may  be 

lyjni;  iii  tlir  Xaj.It's  or  Turin  offirc,  vaitil^  tO 
get  off  by  some  line  >vhich  is  blocked. 

1760.  That  would  be  a^^uming  a  block  at  some 
intcrmcflintr  Ftation  ? — It  is  a  block  at  the  par- 
ticular office  at  which  ihc  message  arrives.  If 
Naples  is  bloeked  witli  all  its  M-ires  at  ^Icssina, 
it  wovld  be  sent  to  mmc  other  place.  The  clerks' 
iiwtnictions  are  to  get  tiic  messages  off  to  any  one 
wlin  \vi!l  rci  l  ive  thc  in,  a-  long  as  tbcv  are  on  the 
route ;  to  take  them  off  their  own  £le  and  pass 
them  on  tn  the  next, 

17m.  The  Committee  have  received  consider- 
able inijrm aiiuu  with  rcgurtl  to  the  delays  and 
inaccnrncics  which  occur  in  the  tran>mi£eion 
through  Turkey ;  is  it  your  impres.^'lon  that  that 
aiises  from  idlcucss  ami  carelessness  im  the  part 
of  the  Turkish  manipulators,  or  from  some  other 
cause  ? — From  the  experience  that  I  have  had  of 
Turkey,  nod  from  what  I  have  seen  of  the  work- 
ing of  Turks  and  KL'y]iti:in- T  .-lafi'1  I'cforc, 
their  inaptuess  generally  for  business,  I  tliiuk,  is 
in  a  great  mearars  the  cauee.   Ae  regarde  the 


()tlu>r  ])ortioii,  I  think  there  ie  a  general  feclbg 
that  in  the  East,  people  hftTe  a  notion  of  makmg 
money  when  they  can. 

1762.  Chairman.^  You  were  speaking  just  noir 
of  some  negotiation  between  your  Company  and 
1Sm  Me^terranean  Eztenrion  Company:  was 
that  negotiation  in  writing,  or  Avas  it  vfi-lial?— 
The  negotiation,  to  some  extent,  was  in  writing, 
and  to  some  extent  verbal.  It  was  proposed  by 
my  Bonnl  that  a  commitfee  should  sit,  ami  ihaX 
the  Mediterranean  Extension  Company  aiiould 
depute  one  of  their  directors  to  attend  diateoo^ 
mittee  with  a  view  of  seeing  if  some  arrangement 
could  not  be  eome  to.  Gaptun  Hamilton,  antho- 
risLMl  by  tliL'ir  l^oard,  attendod  tliu  connnittoe. 
and  we,  after  consultaticm  with  him  and  goiiv 
into  the  merits  of  the  question,  arrived,  at  m 
events,  I  fliink  tn  his  sntisfartlon,  at  .t  nmile  in 
which  their  capital  should  be  represented  in  the 
new  scheme;  Imt  upon  further  eoimderrtioB, 
after  he  returned  to  his  Board,  we  received  a 
communication  that  they  did  not  approve  of  it, 
that  thc'v  thou^lit  the  ■^clicrnc  tixi  grand  or  doubt- 
ful, and  that  they  would  prefer  remaining  as  they 
were, 

17fi3.  Did  you  rcroivo  tbaf  conimunirntion  in 
writing? — Yes ;  I  had  it  in  writing  tix>m  Captain 
HamUton. 


CLFordei     1^^'  Chmrman,'\  You  are  a  Civil  Engineer? 

B^,  —Yea, 

1765.  Employed  principally  in  »t  li  irraphing? 
—I  have  been  employed  ftir  tsevprul  M  ars  m  con- 
neetton  with  submarine  tulegraphti,aiul  principally 
Avith  the  lines  between  Europe  and  the  East. 

1 7(>6.  Which  lines  have  you  been  employed 
on  ? — On  tiie  first  occasion,  T  wa»i  interesited  in 
the  submarine  line--  !»«  iwrcn  Consfan(iiiojilc  and 
Egypt,  I  was  intciested  in  them  us  being  jiart- 
ner  with  Mr.  Lionel  Cndiome  who  was  the  prin- 
cipal promoter  of  that  system  of  lines.  I  was 
present  at  the  laying  of  one  section  ut'  that  line^  or 
rather,  part  of  the  section  between  Candia  and 
Alexandria^  that  was  in  November  1858,  and  I 
was  present  at  the  time  that  the  cable  failed  in 
tlic  laying.  Fromtlic  titwn  of  Caiii  a  which  is  on 
the  west  side  of  the  Island  of  Cuudia,  we  payed  out 
S20  mites  of  cable  when  the  insulation  became 
very  imporfeet,  there  was  a  very  great  Ir-s  of 
insulation  from  some  cause  or  other  whith  wo 
never  exactly  discovered  ami  we  thought  it 
prudent  to  cut  the  cable ;  that  was  laid  by  Messrs 
Newall  ft  Comj)any.  I  was  there  not  in  tlio 
official  pnnnrify  <;f  l']np;inorr  to  tlic  company,  but 
a»  beinir  j)  irticularly  interested  in  it,  and  also 
intercstLiI  in  the  contniuation  of  the  lines  to 
India.  This  cable  was  simply  a  gutta  perdift 
covered  wire  covered  with  heaip. 

1767.  Were  you  eraployed  by  the  Government 
m  connection  with  the  Malta  and  Alexandri.i 
Bj»e? — Yes;  Mr.  Lionel  Gisbome  and  I  were  tlie 
engin'^crs  for  that  line. 

1768.  Did  you  lay  the  line  for  them  ?— Yea,  I 
did. 

1769.  Have  you  any  evidence  of  a  general 
charaeter  to  give  to  the  Committee  with  respect 
to  that  line  ?— The  system  adopted  with  regard  to 
l^tline  was  this: — It  was  arranged  that  wc  i^hould 
lay  a  shallow  water  line,  princi^y  for  the  reason 
that  tiie  Sed      Ivie  got  ontof  osder,  «ad  bemg 


i^.,  called  in ;  and  Examined. 

Aery  nmrh  in  (b>cp  v.atcr,  it  was  diffii  iilf  and 
costly  to  ri  jiair,  and  tinally  was  abamlonc  l  on 
account  of  the  number  of  repaira.  Thertf  're.  we 
aflnptfil  tlie  <hallow  water  system  on  the  Malta 
Ah  xuMilria  line,  but  we  also  adopted  a  very  dif- 
ferent ( la?s  of  cable — a  much  hearier  Ci:i 
although  that  cable  iras  not  exactly  suited  tu 
the  locality.  T  misfht  mention  that  the  cable  was 

orij^inally  (le.-ignca  to  be  laid  lietweon  F.  lmonth 
ami  Gii)nUtur,  and  the  contract  was  actiially  let 
by  us  on  the  part  of  Ae  Crovemment  for  that  line. 

1770.  Have  you  had  anything  to  do  with  that 
line  since  y«m  laid  it? — Not  since  it  wn.s  fairly 
handed  over  to  the  GrtJvcrnment,  i»r  to  the  con- 
tractona  who  work  the  line^  Mefiars.  Glass  and 
ElKott. 

1771.  Did  you  make  yoin->c1f  aequaint  il  with 
the  soundio|ra  and  with  the  bottom  u^rhi  witich 
your  cable  is  hud  ? — "We  did  as  far  as  it  was  pos- 
sible in  the  time.  Tho  rJovemment  f?r=t  of  all 
decided  to  lay  the  cai)le  between  Falnioiith  ami 
Gibraltar;  itwas  afterwards  transferred  to  Rangoon 
and  Singapore,  and  they  finally  decided  on  laying 
that  cable  between  Malta  and  Alexandria,  u 
was  tlien  about  the  1st  of  January  IsGl.  and  we 
were  to  lay  it  in  the  summer.  The  Goverumeat 
at  our  reqnest  sent  out  orders  to  have  wund* 

taken ;  although  the  charts  were  apparently 
Well  made,  and  the  soundings  were  pretty  favuiu^ 
able,  yet  wheu  Captain  Mansell  was  ordered  totake 
fresh  soundings,  he  found  that  the  soundings  wore 
very  different  indeed  from  what  they  were  on  the 
published  charts,  so  much  so,  that  after  waiting 
some  six  weeks,  I  applied  to  the  hydrograplier  to 
llie  Adnuralty,  the  late  Admiral  wasbrngtooj 
and  lie  said  that  he  had  recei\  ed  some  soun  liui:*, 
but  that  they  were  so  much  at  variance  with  4he 
pablic  charts  that  he  had  sent  Captain  Spratt  te 
pound  there  instead  of  Cnj-tnin  Mansell  :  tliP 
result  was,  that  Captain  Spratt  cuutimied  Captain 
H«iiMll*a  flotmdings. 

m£.  Did 
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1772.  Did  you  select  tite  line  yonrtelves,  or 

dill  yi  111  take  tlic  line  prescribed  to  y<m  ?~\Ve 
eelctneii  ike  line  ourselves,  with  the  advice  and 
in  coneultatiou  with  the  autlioritiei  it  thfi  Boud 
<it*  Trade  and  at  the  Admiralty. 

1773.  Upon  the  beet  information  whieb  yon 
iuul  before  you  at  the  time? — Yos. 

1774.  To  what  do  jou  ascribe  the  breaks  which 
ve  oeeaaonally  b««r  is  taking  place,  in  that 
liiit  ? — The  breaks,  ai*  far  aa  I  know,  tnke  ]ilnce 
•iiugttiicr  on  the  line  between  Bcnguzi  sviid 
Alexandria,  to  the  eastward  of  Bcngazi ;  and 
that  line  is  the  shallowest  line  of  the  whole  three 
section^;  it  has  on  average  depth,  as  well  as  I 
remember,  t»f  about  47  fathoms,  and  when  I  have 
gnde  ioquines  of  Measra.  Glasse  and  others  who 
«« iBtnnately  aoquainttd  with  it,  I  find  that  the 
breaks  ha-^e  always  been  in  very  shallow  water, 
fim  20  to  30  fathoms ;  in  fact,  the  diifioaltT  of 
kjinf  tbftt  cftbl«  mu  bo  great,  tluit  we  baa  to 
kave  three  men  of-war  to  as^int  ns. 

1775.  lu  wliat  did  llm  dlliiculty  cuiisist? — 
We  wanted  to  get  tltat  cable  laid  in  depths  of 
iMtween  50  lat&CNue  and  100  iktliopM ;  not  leas 
titan  50  and  not  mote  than  100,  and  Captain 
Sfiratt  and  Captain  Mansell  were  f^onie  tbi  ee  or 
fcmr  mouths  sounding  tliat  aection  and  resur- 
miag  it,  as  far  as  they  could,  but  tliey  found 
tlic  if.f '■nialitiis  of  the  bottom  great  and  so 
dtiieitut  tu  what  we  had  anticipated  that  there 
vas  great  difficulty  in  finding  a  unifiDim  bottom 
ht  the  cable. 

1776.  Ton  took  the  beit  bottom  yoa  could 
find  npon  the  infiMittttSoa  tbat  you  bad  before 
yoo  ? — Yes. 

1777.  Are  yon  aware  of  any  fireth  iafonnation 

kaviiiL'^  t^veen  acqnired  sliiee  then  which  T\tnild 
euabte  a  better  line  to  be  laid  ? — Captain  .Siiratt 
has eince  omnpleted  his  soundings;  he  had  not 
time  to  c<nnp!ete  them  then  ;  he  baa  sounded  a 
great  deal  iimre  eince,  I  understand,  and  I  have 
DO  doubt  that,  by  carefully  -electing  the  botttim, 
a  very  good  bottom  mj|{ht  be  found  in  rather 
deeper  watnr. 

1778.  ITuve  you  any  practical  acquaintance 
with  tlie  Ked  Sea? — 1  was  associated  witli  Mr. 
GiAome,  a«  eii|;iiieer  to  the  Red  Sea  and  India 
Tel^raph  Company,  and  I  was  present  at  tlie 
laying  of  Uic  Hue  beiucen  Aden  and  Kurracliee. 

1779.  Have  yon  anything  specially  in  con- 
aeetioD  with  the  laying  of  that  line  to  bring  to 
die  notice  of  the  Committee?-—!  attribute  the 
Ctiluie  ef  that  line  very  imicli  to  the  excessive 
tight  paying  out  of  the  cable  ;  on  that  occa^'inn 
Iwaeon  boaxd  Ihe  ship  aa  tiie  repceeentiitive  of 
tbc  ccinpany,  more  to  report  what  ♦410k  jihue 
sad  tu  select  the  route ;  but  the  contractors, 
McM^  Newall  and  Company,  had  the  whole 
responsibility  on  their  shoulders  of  deliTering  the 
table  over  to  the  comi>aay,  and  tlicy  took  weir 
own  method  ol"  j>ayni<^  (jut.  aiul  would  not  be 
coQtruUed  in  any  way  by  the  engineer  of  the 
oonpany. 

M^i).  Was  it  pointefl  oiitto  them,  at  the  time, 
thai  they  were  paying  it  out  too  tight  ? — Yes, 
it  was  by  me. 

1781.'  What  is  the  general  character  of  that 
coast  for  telegraphic  purposes  ? — The  coast  be- 
tween Aden  and  India  i!»  very  favourable  if  we 
can  belieA-e  the  charts  as  thev  are  published,  bat 
it'aope&rs,  and  firom  whact  I  D«?e  seen  and  known 
of  tne  locality,  I  (-hould  i»ay  it  is  a  very  favoui^ 
able  route,  and  the  best  rente  that  could  be 
idopted  im  %  labnmiiiie  Kne  yon  om  aeleet 

MS.  - 


almost  any  depth  of  Water  you  like,  from  800  to  J£  Cv  Ar^ 

100  fathom f,  hut.  of  course,  a  shallow  water  line  Ei<|. 
would  be  rather  the  longest ;  it  in  a  iMittua  free  — — 
from  all  inequalitiea.  44  April 

1782.  M'hen  you  say,  if  yott  can  depend  up<ni  tW^S- 
the  charts,  you  do  not  throw  any  doubt  upon  the 
excellency  of  the  charts,  do  you?— The  charts 

were  made  for  a  different  purjaose — for  navigation; 
bat  they  nerer  contemplatea  laying  cables  when, 
those  chart-;  \\  ere  made,  and  the  con!jequen<'e  was, 
that  if  they  got  soundings  over  GO  or  \  W  fathoms 
they  were  apparently  not  so  particular  in  placing 
them  correctly  on  the  charts;  where  the  «uter  is 
deep  the  charts  show  a  number  of  what  m  c  call 
negative  so  u  nd  ings — sou  nd  ings  slio  wi  ng  no  hot  torn . 

1783.  Are  you  aware  that  the  whole  of  those 
seas  haye  been  most  accurately  survey  ed  by  • 
experienced  oflh  1  rs  of  the  Indian  Na\y  from 
time  to  time? — i  am.  Admiral  Smytiie  was 
considered  a  very  gooil  -ui  veying  otlicer,  but  it 
was  his  charts  between  Alexandria  and  Benghazi 
that  were  so  defective  in  »oundin<j8.  For  instance, 
I  may  mention  that  at  the  faoauand  above  Ben- 
gbaisi  (Kao  som),  the  water  was  shown  to  deepen 
gradually  ,  for  11  miles,  to  70  fathoou}  whereas, 
over  400  fathoms  were  found  at  about  one  mUe 
from  tlie  coast. 

1 784.  In  the  hiying  out  of  that  line,  between 
Knrrachce  and  Aden,  did  y>iti  commeuco  at 
Kurraehee  or  at  Aden? — ^Vc  commenced  at 
Kurraeher. 

1785.  Where  did  you  first  come  in  with  the 
Arabian  Const? — ne  laid  a  coast  line  from 
Kurraehei  up  hy  Gwadwr,  nearly  due  west  for 
350  miles,  and  crossed  nearly  opposite  to  Muscat. 
It  is  very  deep  water  across  tbc  gulf  at  (his 
place.  For  thi-  last  170  niilo-^  iiilo  Muscat  the 
water  ^aric8  in  depth  from  500  to  over  2,000 
fatlioms;  we  founa  that  depth  of  water  very 
quickly. 

178<),  "VMiere  did  yon  land?— At  the  town  ol 
Mu^i'at.  Tlicn  we  h  t't  the  tOM'n  of  Muscat,  just 
at  the  same  place,  and  came  on  to  the  Kooria 
Mooria  Islands,  passing  round  Cape  Kas  e!  Had. 

17H7.  Then  did  you  cdme  to  Marnlluh? — 
No;  we  did  not  put  in  to  Macullah.  I  was 
rather  in  favour  of  putting  in  to  Macullah  on 
aecnnnt  of  the  long  section  from  Kooria  Moona 
to  Aden,  but  the  contractor  objected  to  it. 

1788.  In  what  average  depth  of  water  did  you 
lay  the  line  along  the  Arabian  coast  ? — It  was 
partly  deep  water  and  partly  shallow.  In  some 
places  the  line  in  400  or  500  fatlioms,  but,  as 
a  general  rule,  tlio  cable  is  probably  in  an  average 
depth  of  under  100  fathoms  along  the  south  ooast 
oi  Arabia. 

1789.  You  attribute  tlie  failure  of  that  line, 

Jrou  say,  almost  entirely  to  the  line  having  been 
aid  too  taut  J*-^!  think,  in  the  first  instance,  the 
design  of  the  cable  was  too  light ;  the  pattern,  I 

may  M\y,  wa;?  taken  Hmiii  the  cables  which  had 
been  laid  in  the  I^Ieditcrranean  between  Malta 
and  Cagliari,  and  Malta  and  Corfu,  and  that  had 

worke<l  u[)  to  that  time,  for  a  year,  perfectly  well, 
and  did  nut  fail  until  after  this  Hue  had  bceu  euiu- 
mcnoed. 

1790.  In  what  year  was  the  Bed  Sea  cable 

laid  ?— In  1859  and  1860. 

17i^l.  It  wa.-  manufactured  iirohahdy  years 
before? — The  manufacture  was  commenced  in 
Oefeoberl85B. 

1702.  Daring  the  eight  or  nine  years  which 
have  elapsed  between  that  period  and  the  present 
tbttc^  baa  ^  pvogveaa  iit  iIm  oonalnictiuu  of 
11 2  cables* 
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.H.C,  Fofdt,  cables,  and  the  cxperlonce  in  the  power  of  cal»lcs 
Esq.      required  in  particuUr  places,  been  PtifBcient  to 
urate  you  that  there  is  every  reasonable  proba- 
*^  bility  that  a  caKlo  may  lie  made  fiiifc  i^utticicnt 

*  for  the  purj»ose  of  that  telegraph?— I  am  quite 

of  that  o]>inion.  I  have  a  speeimen  here  of  die 
Ked  Sea  cable,  abntit  a  fwt  long,  and  I  have  a 
specimen  also  of  the  Pereian  Gulf  cable  {pfo- 
dmdng  ths  §ame).  One  grent  defect  in  the  Bed 
SoA  Cfthle  was,  that  the  iron  wires  were  email 
and  corroded  rapidly,  and  there  was  no  outer 
]^rot(c^<m  whieh  prevented  them  from  cor- 
rodi&g» 

1793.  With  regard  to  Ae  line  within  the  Red 

Sea  itself,  havi*'  you  any  acquaintam c  witli  tliat? 
— No ;  I  was  not  present,  but  Air.  Uisborne  was 
'  iHreMnt  «t  ^e  laying  of  that  line.  And  I  have  eeen 

bis  rc[wrf'. 

17'M.  To  what  did  he  attribute  tlie  I'uiluic  ? — 
To  very  much  the  same  cance  that  I  have  attri- 
buted it  to,  and  which  I  have  mentioned  here,  to 
the  HghtncM  and  the  tip^ht  parinji;  out. 

lTr»."i.  ^^"(T('  tlur*'  n'l  r  anx  s  ('onnected  with 
the  condition  of  the  bottom  of  tiic  Ued  Sea  which, 
in  ins  judgment,  led  to  that  diFa])p(>intnient  ? — 
There  are  very  great  inequalities  in  the  Red  Sea, 
eapecially  along  the  coast,  which  aggravated,  to 
ft  great  extent,  die  evil  of  tight  paying  out. 

ITnn.  "Wlicn  fliat  line  iv.;.-  lirought  to  the  sur- 
face, was  not  it,  in  some  ins-ianccs,  in  a  very  de- 
composed condition?— It  was  in  some  places;  I 
have  never  seen  atiy  uioi;;j;lit  to  the  surface  in 
the  Red  Sea,  and  I  can  only  t-jicak  t  i'  what  I  have 
heard  and  having  frequently  talked  uncn  the 
subject.  There  WAS  a  great  deal  uf  ntiimal  matter 
atickini;  t-i  ii,  which  became  very  soon  putrid  on 
deck. 

1797.  How  long  Lad  it  been  down  ?— It  had 
been  down  about  mne  months. 

1798.  r>id  it  indicate  an7  Tolcanie  agimcyf'- 

I  should  think  not. 

1799.  "Which  do  you  consider,  witli  the  ex- 
perience you  have  had,  to  be  the  best  line  for 
telegraphic  communication  between  this  country 
and  India? — I  should  certainly  my  the  best  line, 
if  it  could  be  carried  nut  at  prc-ont,  would  be  the 
lino  which  Mr.  (ii-iUunc  originally  proposed, 
from  Falmouth  tn  (iiljialtar,  from  Gibraltar  to 
Malta,  and  from  Malta  to  .Uexandria  and  throiirdi 
Egypt,  by  means  of  laud  lines,  so  as  to  avoid  tiie 
worst  part  of  the  Red  Sen,  say  to  Souakiu  or  to 
Maasowah,  and  from  Massowah  to  Aden,  Maculah, 
Eooria  Mooria,  Muscat,  and  Kumichee,  by  sub- 
marine cable. 

1800.  One  advantage  of  that  would  bo,  tliat 
there  would  be  a  continuous  cable  in  English 
hands,  under  Englipli  rr-j  fm.'iibility  and  manage- 
ment ? — Yes ;  for  preeeot  purpoeee,  no  doub^  such 
a  plan  as  Mr.  Glam  has  mentioned,  as  to  the 
working'  arraii-rc'ineiifs  tlu-()iii.';li  Tf.nly  and  France 
would  be  tiie  best,  but  eventually  I  have  no 
doubt  that  the  line  will  be  made  as  I  have 


stated,  being  ft  m«re  independ«it  mate  ht 
English  messages. 

1801.  Are  yon  at  all  aoquainted  with  the 
progress  (if  telegraphic  construction  iti  Eg\-pt  at 
this  time  ? — I  had  a  letter  not  long  ago  hm 
Mr.  Hartley  Gisbome  who  is  snpermtendent  of 
telegraphs  in  Upper  Egypt ;  he  wrote  to  me  on 
the  26th  of  January  last,  that  the  lines  were 
under  conetruotion  from  Cairo  to  Khartonm, 
including  a  branch  from  Schcndy  to  Souakin. 

1802.  Sir  Charles  Bright.']  Aro  you  ac- 
quainted with  the  bottom  of  the  lied  Sea, 
especially  between  Massowah  and  Aden  ? — Yea ; 
I  am  acquainted  widi  it  frdm  the  charts,  and 
from  Fclct'tinir  the  best  routes. 

18U3.  Have  you  seen  the  report  of  Mr.  Mayes 
of  the  soundings  and  survey  diere  dnriog  the 
repair  of  the  cable  ? — Yes,  I  have  seen  it. 

18()4.  There  is  no  difficulty  in  laying  a  perma- 
nent line  of  cable  between  Miissowah  and  Aden, 
in  your  opinion  ? — I  should  think  not  the  least : 
it  will  require  rather  more  care  and  attention 
than  it  will  almiir  flic  roast  (^f  Arabia. 

1805.  You  are  (juite  clear  in  your  opinion  on 
the  subject  of  a  permanent  line  being  carried 
uitlioiit  difficulty  along  the  Ambian  coast  to 
Kurrachcc  ? — Quite  clear. 

1806.  "What  is  the  depth  of  water  between  the 
Kooria  Mooria  Islands  and  Bombay  ? — As  well 
as  I  remember,  I  should  think  it  is  about  2,000 
fathoms. 

1807.  Then  you  probably  would  not  reooro* 
mend  laying  a  eable  direet  fnm  the  Kooiu 

Moorios  to  Bombay  without  further  Study  ud 
further  survey? — No,  I  should  not. 

180H.  The  distance  between  Bombay  and  Cal- 
cntta  is  about  1,.500  inilcn.  If  you  were  told  that 
the  average  rate  of  working  between  Calcutta 
and  Uombav  was  reported  ujx>n  by  the  director 
of  telegraphs  for  the  eastern  division  to  the 
director  general  of  telegraphs  in  Bidia  as  late 
as  Aijgust  1864  to  be  nearly  48  hours,  or  two 
days  for  each  average  message,  should  you  con- 
sider  that  a  creditable  mode  of  conducting  the 
tf'1e:.'r;ipliir  business? — Quite  the  rcvcr?c.  I 
iiliouki  say  that  between  Calcutta  aud  Bombay,  a 
distance  of  1,500  miles  an  hour,  for  a  message 
would  be  amfkie  time,  or  less  if  you  worked  by 
relay.  In  fact,  we  have  woilcea  from  Aden  to 
India  through  2,000  miles  of  cable  at  the  rate 
of  four  woroa  a  minute  backward  and  forward 
without  any  difficulty. 

1809.  Supposing  such  a  line  were  ndupteil  as 
that  which  you  have  desciibed  as  a  liae  which 
can  be  carried  out  with  the  greatest  facility  with- 
out  loss  or  delay  ;  that  is  to  say,  from  tho  Italian 
frontier  through  Egypt  to  India,  in  what  time 
should  you  think  that  a  ine?sagc  could  he  relic'l 
upon  as  beiug  cnrried  from  England  to  India  by 
tiiat  route,  supposing  it  were  entirely  nnder 
English  management? — Under  one  marncrcmpnt 
a  message  should  uot  take  more  than  two  or  three 
home,  and  at  the  most  nx  houts. 


F.hmU»f      1810.  C%atma».]  Ake  you  a  Civil  Engineer? 

—Yes. 

  1811.  And  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society  ?— 

Ye.. 

1812.  Have  yea  had  any  experience  in  fitting 
out  expeditions  for  laying  sttbowrine  cabka?— 
I  had  considerable  eaqierienee  when  acting  at 


called  in;  and  Examined. 

assistant  to  Mr.  Ncwall,  the  contractor,  who  laid 
down  the  Red  cable  and  many  other  cables ; 
and  since  that  also,  I  have  directed  my  attention 
chiefly  to  submarine  tclcpraphy. 
■  1813.  Arc  you  aoq^uamted  with  the  evidence 
which  was  given  hdbre  thia  Camnuttee  by  Mr. 
Latimer  Clark  a  few  day*  agp  f'^Tes. 

IBU.  Do 
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1814.  Do  you  concur  with  Mm?—!  concur 

almoet  entirely  witli  ^fr.  Clark  in  Iiis  evirlcnre. 
There  is,  in  fact,  only  one  point  upon  which  I 
Aould  wish  to  insist  somewhat  more  strongly 
than  he  did,  and  that  is  the  necessity  of  further 
suneys,  and  of  more  complete  survey!)  uhen  the 
eaWes  are  l)ciii<x  laid.  I  think  (hat  wc-  have 
ilnady  sufficient  informatioa  to  enable  u«  to  say 
widi  eertainty,  that  a  faToutable  line  can  be 
■t'lfctcil  liftwct'ii  M;i,«sfnvah  and  Aden,  and  a1.-i) 
Inan  Atleu  t«j  India  ;  hut  I  think  it  would  be 
ibeolntely  essential  tliat,  when  the  cables  are 
lail  i>r  immediately  before  they  are  laid,  ^  c^ioL^, 
jicrliaps  Government  vessels,  should  acctmipany 
the  expedition  and  survey  the  bottom  very  much 
more  doeel  v,  puttii^  down  bnoys  at  reqr  short 
firtuMM  wnere  an  uneven  bottom  is  to  be  ex* 
]..? -(('1.  Somothinj*  of  the  Icind  -n-as  done  in  flio 
case  uf  the  Malta  and  Alexandria  cable.  In  that 
Mae,  ay  iMrtnw,  Mr.  Forde,  did  inriat  upon  a 
very  mucn  more  acrnratc  Mirvcy  than  was  nni;i- 
nally  contemplated,  so  as  to  feel  the  way  by  suuuil- 
ingsmiie-by-mile,  at  the  time  the  cable  wns  laid. 
Keveithelessiwehaditin  evidence  tu-day,andIaIao 
knoir  it  independently,  that  by  a  sf ill  more  care- 
fuleelectioii  of  the  mute,  and  nAoidin;4  sinh  roclvv 
placesaa occur  from  time  to  time,  a  OTcat  many  in- 
lenaplione  would  have  been  avoided.  And  I  may 
Kir.  in  coiiTiection  with  the  Red  Sen,  that  althouirh 
thtcaljlc'  tci  tiiiiily  \vn?!  too  light,  I  examined  the 
cable  during  its  mamjlacturc,  and  tested  it  elec- 
trically ;  and  I  have  uo  doubt  that  the  materials 
n«ed  were  extremely  (rood,  and  that  .all  the  im- 
pr  vtme'its  that  have  been  made  siiiee,  in  testiuix 
ind  examining  material^  would  have  confiirmcd 
flit  o|nnion,  and  that  the  radieal  fanlt  in  the 
ctbic  wn<:  It'^  lieiiKf  altnrrether  tnn  and  in- 

eufficitnt  oti  that  ground  only,  and  not  on  account 
cf  the  ([iiality  of  tiie  materials. 

1815.  Do  you  concur  with  Mr.  Forde  in  think- 
ing that  the  l<f.-*  nf  that  cable  is  to  be  attributed, 
in  H>me  degree,  to  it's  being  laid  too  taut  ? — I 
tlunlc,  in  s<mo«  degree^  it  is  to  be  attributed  to 
it's  being  laid  too  taut,  and  especially  to  it'ia 
Ijciiig  laid  too  taut  across  places  which  had  been 
imperfectly  surveyed ;  so  that  there  were  great 

l  iiige.-:  in  the  depth,  and  that  when  any  decay 
did  take  place — as  decay  will  always  take  ]i!nrp 
where  such  uncovered  cables  are  laid' — the  weight 


eeem  to  ^ve  the  greateetgaarantee  of  permanent 

success. 

1818.  Do  you  tliink  that,  on  the  whole,  a  good 
route  to  Tndw  may  be  found  by  way  of  the  Bed 
Sen  ? — I  haye  no  doubt  of  it. 

1819.  The  object  of  this  Committee  te  to 

u-scc!  tain  wliat  i-  the  best  method  of  communi- 
cating with  India  by  telcG-rajih  ;  should  yon  give 
it  to  the  Committee  as  yuu  opinion  that  the  Bed 

Sea  afti)rd!»  the  lie-t  ronic  of  eeimnumiratinn  ? — 
That  would  depend  upon  lunv  tlic  Ik  nnitfs  were 
defined.  If  you  were  to  hiok  sitnjdy  to  i,'e<^ 
graj)hical  conditions,  then  I  think  the  Perr'ian 
Gulf  route  is  the  best.  The  bottom  of  the 
Persian  Gulf  is  more  favourable  than  the  bottom 
of  tlie  Red  Sea,  and  ^o  nuicii  care  would  not 
have  to  be  taken  in  paying  out  the  cable;  but 
wlieri  you  consider  how  large  a  portion  of  that 
route  is  in  foreign  liands,  and  in  the  hands  of 
the  Tm-kisU  and  Persian  Governments,  I  think 
the  Ked  Sea  route  very  prcfcrd  le  ;  hut  only  on 
that  account;  and  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  express 
an  opinion  I  think  that  a  double  route  is  aunoflt 
efiMDtial,  and  that  one  route, .  whichever  waa 
selected,  would  he  insufficient. 

lP"2n.  And  tl;ci.'  would  he  the  advantage  of 
the  double  route  affording  great  public  security? 
— Ye:?,  it  would  afford  great  pnblio  security, 
(si^e'dally  if  it  wore  joined  nf  vai'ions  points?. 
F(n-  instance,  it'  a  scheme  whicli  I  have  heard 
described  here  Avero  carried  out,  the  double  route 
would  be  joined  at  Diarbekir  and  Alexandria, 
and  at  the  foot  of  the  Persian  Gulf,  near  Capo 
?^Iu-:^(  nooii.  A  brejik  might  occur  at  several 
points  upon  both  thoise  routee;  nerorthelcss  a 
meaeage,  by  going  backwards  and  forwards  fitwn 
the  first  roulx".  bat-k  to  the  second  route,  and  then 
from  the  second  route  back  to  the  fir^t  route,  would 
still  reach  England  safely ;  so  that  it  is  not  only 
important  to  have  alternative  routes,  but  that 
they  phcnild  be  joined  together  at  as  many  points 
as  possible,  forming  loop  lines;  and  I  snould 
further  urge,  if  it  were  pocMible,  that  the  two 
alternative  rontee  should  be,  as  far  as  might  be, 
under  one  inanafieineat;  that  not  only  one  r  >ute 
eliould  be  umler  one  management,  but  that  both 
routes  should  be,  as  fur  as  posuble,  in  one  hand. 

1821.  But  there  wouM  lie  no  security  would 
there  to  the  public  iu  that  case  against  monopoly? 


of  coral  hanging  between  two  points  of  fiuspcn-   — Pardon  mo,  you  wouhl  certainly  not  have 


lioa  broke  the  cable.  No  doubt,  if  it  had  been 
hid  more  carefully,  there  would  not  have  been 

fo  frreat  a  nninocr  of  places  of  that  deseriptinn. 

I'ilG.  The  progress  in  tlie  improvement  of  the 
manufacture  of  cables  has  been  very  great  during 
last  ei^dit  or  ten  vears? — Yes,  it  has  been 
'.en'  great.  The  materiai.s  themselves  are  bettev, 
jTid  people  have  learned  to  spend  more  money  ; 
that,  I  think,  perhape,  is  the  chief  improTement. 
The  oabIe«  are  laid  now  of  a  very  much  heavier 
•nd  more  puh.stantial  kind  tlmn  n.^ed  to  he  laid. 

1817.  There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  dearly- 
booght  experience Yes,  undoubtedly;  but 
almost  all  failures  liavo  taken  jdace  in  cables 
wliich  arc  laid  in  deep  seas,  where  no  access  cau 
He  had  to  them,  and  where  they  cannot  be  re- 
tired. I  have  prepared  statistics  by  which  I 
Isd  that  almost  every  cable  weighing  two  tone 
r-or  lailc  and  upwards,  has  been  permanent  at 
least  for  5,  and  often  for  10,  and  16  years,  and 
^  ahnoet  eveiT  eabfe  weighing  leas  than  two 
('"ins  ha-i  failed  within  five  yearp  of  its  being  laid  ; 

that  the  weight  and  eubatantaal  constructiun 

(US. 
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Ktitioii  bringing  down  the  price  of  the  mesgagea, 
t  you  would^  have  this  security,  that  there 

would  be  no  reas<in  for  the  niL'ssages.  whleh  arc 
started  by  one  route  not  being  transmitted  on  by 
the  second  route,  in  case  there  was  any  delay, 
or  choke  upon  tlic  firsr.  The  message  then 
would  find  '\\»  natural  and  eawiest  route,  in  every 
such  case,  whereas  if  the  lines  are  in  two  hands- 
which  compete,  yoti  can  only  have  one  line  ia 
each  hand,  and  a  single  break  then  would  either 
ptop  a  message  or  delay  it  by  making  it  strongly 
to  the  interest  of  the  company  in  whose  band 
it  was  to  keep  it  as  long  as  {Wdnble. 

18i2.  Have  yon  eonj^idert  d  what  would  bo  the* 
proper  time  for  communicating  if  we  had  one  or 
two  pt^rfect  systems  of  communication  with  India? 
— I  think  that  the  average  time  mipht  be  about 
three  hour;*,  and  I  will  givt-  my  reason  fur  saying 
eo.  It  is  found  that  even  now  the  average  time 
between  Kurrachee  and  the  head  of  the  Persian 
Onlfisabont  45  minutes,  and  only  10  minutes 
has  oeeasionally  been  oeeuplcd  in  that  manner. 
Looking  to  that  experience  and  also  to  the 
H  3  «Lperienoe 
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jp.,  JmAWi   experience  of  the  Alexandria  and  Malta  line 
Eiq.       which  h  managed  by  Mr.  Glass,  and  which  ia 
—        ven'  simikr,  and  eomimring  th«  relative  lengths 
of  the  roi-sian  Gulf  r  alile,  and  of  the  Malta  und 
iBQo.       Alexandria  cable  with  the  total  distance  between 
England  and  India,  I  arrive  at  the  ooaeloMOn 
as  a  tfintplc  matter  of  ai'ilhiuetic,  that  a  message 
need  not  take  longer  than  three  hourii,  even 
according  to  the  present  system  of  management : 
ttud  I  am  far  from  saying  that  even  that  would 
not  he  diminished. 

]^'2".  Wli'ch  do  you  think,  upon  flu-  \\!inl.'.  i^^ 
the  best,  a  land  line  or  a  subuiai-iue  line? — It 
dcpeiule  entirely  upon  the  country  through  whidi 
the  In  ml  line  j»aiisee.  Where  yoit  rnn  have  n 
tltorougldy  good  accesn  to  the  land  line,  tl>cre  can 
be  no  question  that  it  it*  more  convenient  and 
aal'e.  It  is  cheaper  in  the  fir!>t  instance,  and 
therefore  more  aoTantageou? ;  hut  where,  as  in 
the  case  (tf  Intlia  and  other  semi-civilised  coun- 
tries, a  good  access  cuinot  be  had  to  the  laud 
line,  far  more  satisfactory  resolts  are  obtuned  by 
siihmarlne  cable?.  I  have  had  some  information 
from  a  clerk  whom  I  had  recommended  f«)r  end- 
ployment  in  India ;  he  has  written  to  me  onee, 
towards  the  end  of  last  year,  to  tell  me,  tliat  <m 
the  line  between  Gwadur  and  Kurrachee,  the 
alternative  land  line,  they  had  never  been  able  to 
transmit  messages  at  all  diuing  the  night ;  that 
even  the  short  une,  at  the  Kurrachee  terminus, 
of  about  18  milee,  very  oftoji  \v:is  iiilcn  ti jilL-d, 
according  to  the  conditions  of  the  we:itlier, 
chiefly  during  the  night,  or  in  damp  weather, 
and  that  frequently,  althoufili  there  was  no  hitch 
whatever  untm  the  submarine  line  between  the 
Persian  Gulf  and  that  temumtt,  the  18  miles  of 
land  line  sto]>ped  them. 

1824.  Ts  it  your  guggcstion  that  there  is  some 
occult  irifluciicc  at  work  ? — No,  simply  that  the 
land  lines  were  not  properly  erected,  jioasibly  in 
the  first  instance,  and  secondly,  that  a  good  acoefls 
tiannot  be  had  to  them,  if  they  are  laid  where 
there  are  no  railways  and  no  sufficient  roads.  I 
have  alao  had  experience  in  that  ref>|)ect ;  for 
inatanoe,  in  the  Ishind  of  Sardinia,  where  the  ser- 
vice is  Tery  bad,  and  the  land  lines  are  in  a  de- 
testable ciunlition.  btrausc  fi-oni  --iiiiilar  causes 
lo6«i  of  insulation  and  even  breakages  of  the  wire 
cannot  be  readily  repaired. 

1825.  Then  you  wotdd  draw  another  distinc- 
tion. As  you  distinguish  a  laud  line  fi'om  a  sub- 
marine line,  so  you  draw  a  great  distinetieo,  I 
suppose,  between  a  line  going  across  country, 
and  a  line  taking  the  course  of  a  railway  ? — A 
very  great  distinction,  indeed.  It  is  a  question  of 
access,  both  with  submarine  lines  and  land  lines. 
If  you  can  set  to  ihem  to  repair  tiiem,  they  an- 
swer ndmir.ibly  well,  Init  if  you  put  them  out  of 
your  own  reach,  they  answer  very  badly  indeed. 
In  Australia,  on  the  contrary,  the  land  lines  an 
found  tn  nn=wcr  very  -well. 

1820.  lltnc  you  any  view  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  Govenunent  may  best  asaist  underta- 
Idi^  of  this  kindf  without  grants  of  money  ? — 
I  tmnkthat  by  asmsting  in  rarveying  the  ground 
and  earryini^  out  work,  which  they  have  officers 
•penally  trained  to  ])erform,  and  vessels  specially 
adapted  for,  they  can  give  great  aaaistanoe,  and 
that  ns~ist;uicc  would  n  t  l  i^  for  one  company 
only,  bui  for  many  cump.'utiod.  It  la  not  an  ad- 
vantege  to  private  inuvidual^  «o  mudi  m  ft 
public  gjun. 

1827.  Do  you  think  liiat  «emoee  of  that  kind 


are  almost  invai-iulily  well  performed  by  Govern- 
ment officers? — I  think  they  are  when  the  objeet 
is  clearly  explained  to  the  officers  who  are  ean 
l>loyed;  in  the  survey*  and  the  muji,. lings -.vliicfa 
have  hitherto  been  made,  the  ubjeci  hm  been  to 
make  quite  certain  that  not  Icsci  tiiau  a  certaia 
depth  of  water  existed.  They  did  iidi  care  l^dw 
much  more  there  \va*  ;  but  Jiovv  for  our  puijK«>ett 
we  rcfjuire  to  know  really  the  configuration  of 
the  bottom,  and  wlien  ibat  is  ezpliuned  to  the 
officers  of  Her  M^je^iy's  sernoe  I  tbinlc  tliat 
they  can  perform  the  work  mors  effidenUy, pio> 
bably,  than  any  other  persinis. 

1828.  You  think  that  there  is  an  a-mmmt  of 
public  interest  in  the  case  sufficient  to  justify  the 
Government  beinrr  called  upon  to  incur  sumo 
expenditue  ? — I  do ;  and  I  nti  no  doubt  almBt 
it.  A  message  which  airivea,  giving  the  ptioe  of 
cotton  or  the  price  <^  com,  costing  the  in- 
divMdal  who  gets  that  messjigc,  4/.  or  HI., 
certainly  beneiit«  the  country-  at  laige,  so  much 
SB  to  justify  the  moderate  expenditure  I  recom- 
mend. 

182J).  i\Ir.  Laird.'^  Have  you  considered  the 
question  of  telegraphic  communication  with  Chioa 
and  Australia? — Yes,  I  have  been  consulted  by 
several  gentlemen  with  regai-d  to  lines  in  con- 
nection with  India  beu.  een  China  and  Lidia»aDd 
from  India  also  to  Australia* 

1830.  Are  there  any  dilBliOttlties  dther  with 
roizard  to  China  or  Au.-tndla  Tli<.  evidence 
wliich  has  been  given  vviUi  regard  to  the  com- 
munication l)etween  England  and  India  will  ap> 
ply  to  the  commiinicatiiin  ^vitli  Clilna,  and  to  a 
ereat  iwrtion  uf  tlic  line  lu  ^^.u^iralia.  We 
nave  already  sufficient  information  to  know  that 
good  lines  can  be  selected  all  the  way  to  China, 
and  for  a  great  portion  of  the  route  between 
ludui  and  Au.stralia.  Cut  tonu  further  surveys 
are  required  between  tlie  l^hulds  of  Java  and 
Timor  oefore  w  e  can  he  (^uit«  certtun  that  a 
rrnod  nnitr  can  lie  stdected.  There  is  every  pro- 
babiiity  ot  it,  but  we  cannot  be  sure. 

1831.  So  far  as  inquiries  have  been  made  ftcM 
seems  to  bono  difficid^  'i — Probably  none. 

1832.  Mr.  Mo^iUt.}  Are  the  Conmiittce  to 
undi  r<(and  w;u  U>  t-tate  that  in  your  judgment  it 
would  be  wise  that  the  Government  should  make 
preluninary  surveys  for  meet  of  the  linea  of  sea 
telegrajih  ?— I  think  Sii. 

1833.  Irresjiectivo  of  whether  the  com|>anies 
will  ])roposc  to  undertake  the  construction  of 
them  ? — Irrespective  of  any  of  the  comi*anies. 

1834.  It  was  stated  by  a  previous  witness  that 
the  first  cable  laid  down  in  the  Red  Sea  had  been 
liable  to  very  sudden  and  rapid  decay ;  has  the 
same  efTeet  been  obeerved  upon  Ae  cables  re> 
cently  laid  duwn  in  the  lied  S<':i  . — Tli.  re 
been  no  cabUd  rtCLUtly  laid  down  in  the  lied  bea; 
but  we  find  that  both  in  the  Mediterranean  and 
Channel,  and  other  Scai",  there  arc  certain  bottoms 
in  whieli  the  cables  do  decay  very  rapidly,  espe- 
cially where  they  are  covered  with  very  smaU 
wires^  as  was  the  case  with  the  Ked  8ea  cable  j 
there  is  a  larger  surfitco  ex]H>8ed  to  onda1ion,aDa 
the  decay  is  more  rapid  :  and  in  large  wires  we 
find  the  decay  very  much  more  slow.  >\liere 
such  cables  as  the  Persian  Gulf  are  covered  with  a 
IjitunilnDns  compound,  the  decay  is  not  sensible. 

AVhat  has  been  the  effect  of  the  high 
tem])enitiirc  of  the  Bed  Sea  u|K>n  the  cable?— 
I  think  that  no  iiywry  Ims  xemilted  fnua  that 
temperature. 
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James  BvsaBLL,  Esq.,  called  in ;  and  Enmined. 

1836.  Chairman.)  Have  you  prepared  a  toann-      18S7.  Will  you  put  it  in?— Te«  {deSveHnff  in 

Ution  from  the  Livrt  t  C'liaix  French  guide  of    H&e  Min«), 
the  table  of  Uio  Meesageriea  Imperiales  Com- 
jAtiy?— Ihate. 

Sir  James  Caumiciiael  recalled. 


1638.  Qtairmatu^  Have  ymi  prepared  a  meino- 
nndtnil  on  the  mbjeet  "i'  imjjrovin^^  the  fty!»tem 
of  telejn'aphic  commimicatiDn  between  Bnglaad 
and  India  i*— Yes. 

[Theaame  was  deHotred  in,  and  i»  as  follows.'] 

"  Slooestioxs  for  imprnvinL,'  the  System  of 
Telcfimjihic  Communicatioud  betweeu  Great 
Britain  and  India,  so  far  as  relates  to  the 
Lbcti  between  London  and  Con.stuntinuplti. 

'•  It  is  proposed,  in  the  first  place,  to  apply  to 
the  French  and  Austrian  Telcgraub  odnunistra- 
tiot)4  t<»  organise  a  direot  aerrke  Datvreen  Paris 
uut  Vienna. 

"  Secondly,  to  apply  to  the  Anatrian  adminia- 

tnition  to  iir:j:;inise  a  direct  service  lictwecn 
Yieoiia  and  lielgradei  and,  thirdly,  u>  elitiiin 
ItenniflBon  from  tbc  Turkifih  Admiuistratiun  to 
or^ranlse  a  direct  communication  between  Bel- 
grade and  Constantinople,  placing  at  both  stations 
competent  English  or  French  telegraph  clerks, 
M  as  to  insure  that  messages  arriving  at  Belgrade 
mmld  be  transnutted  direct  to  Constantinople, 

in  the  event  ol"  these  direct  services  being 


for  India  being  transmitted  from  Berlin  tlirough 
Buasia. 

"  The  idea:^  alMivc  stated  were  suggested  to 
the  late  Colon  1  Stewatt,  by  whum  they  were 
favourably  entt  rtaiiied,  and  the  Director  General 
of  Telcgra^dis  in  Fram  e,  to  whom  lliey  have  also 
been  submitted,  baa  pmuaoed,  when  required,  to 
negotiate  with  Austria  for  the  C«tal>ltaihinent*of 
the  direct  service  with  Vienna. 

"  At  the  B4uue  time  the  Director  General 
pointed  out  the  following  reasons,  which  miglit, 
to  a  certain  extent,  influence  both  tlie  French 
and  Austrian  authorities  agaiu^t  embarking  in 
this  plan:— 

'*  1 .  That  the  actual  number  of  Indian 
messai^es  is  at  i)re><ent  unimportant  i  and, 
**  2.  That  the  pro|)ortionate  receipts  of  the 

French  and  Austrian  Governtuents  would 
hardly  warrant  an  additional  outlay  to  secure 
this  traffio,  especially  as,  in  case  of  errora 
occurring  on  their  respective  lines,  the 
amount  of  reimbursement  i»  very  cou- 
siderable. 


"  It  a|)])ear8,  therefore,  most  neceseary  to  make 
^    aome  arrangement  to  secure  tiie  hearty  goodwill 
eitabUahed,  a  despatch  would  first  be  trantuuitted    and  Co-operation  of  the  Freneh  and  Austrian 

5-1  1  Lcii.l.ni  to  Pari-;      -'MHliy,  from  Paris  to     Government*,  and   tlii*»  might  be   cffbeted  l.v 
ViLUiia;  ihii-diy,  iroui  \  icnna  tu  Belgrade  J  and, 
£Durthly,  firom  Belgrade  to  Constantin^e*  It 
vould  thus  be  onl^  repeated  four  tinea  in  its 
transit ;  while  all  liabihty  to  the  occurrence  of 


ffi'-rake^  at  tlir  Servian  and  Turkish  etutions, 
between  Hclgrade  and  Conatanlinople,  would  be 
entirely  avoiaed. 

'"The  ad\antat:^c?  of  this  route  fuer  anv  other 
l>etween  L«ond(»u  and  Constant inuple  would 
eoQ^ist  in  the  direct  and  unbroken  uommunica- 
tioa  between  Paris  and  Vienna,  in  the  ac- 
knowledged efficiency  of  the  Frentli  tdeguinbic  caused  bv  the  establishment  of  this  system 
fvitein,  lui'l  in  tlie  luct  of  the  Submarine  lele-  while,  on  tlie  other  hand,  the  adyantages  derived 
graiOuc  Compny  posaesaing  three  cables,  con-  irom  it  by  the  commercial  claseee,  and  the  public 
iiining  14  wires,  between  England  and  France,  generally,  and  the  consequent  devdopment  of 
ihiu?  nuking  any  interruption  to  \\\U  route  most  tratKc,  would  amply  ct)nii>en.safc  the  Governnjcnt 
inij)robal)le.    I  a  tlic  event,  however,  of  any  such    of  India  for  the  soudl  reduction  oi'  their  present 


allowing  to  them  a  t>mall  additional  rate  im  the 
transit  of  the  messages  between  Paris  and  Bel- 
grade. Snppose,  for  instance,  that  from  the 
2  /.  10*.  now  received  by  the  Indian  Government 
ou  each  despatch  an  amount  of  10  per  cent.,  or 
6«>»  were  deducted  for  this  epeeial  aervice,  this 
sum  woold  enable  an  additionaf  29.  6  dl,  or^  three 
francs,  p('r  mc^-sai;e  t<>  lie  allowed  to  tlio  French 
and  Austrian  Governments  respectively',  and 
would  most  probably  fnlly  nseet  any  olgeetions 
which  might  arise  from  the  increased  exi>ense8 
establishment  of  this 


eneroency,  the  linec  to  Berlin,  through  Belgium 
and  iliilland,  and  the  line  from  Paris  via  Turin, 
Otranlu,  and  Valoua,  would  still  be  availuhlc. 

"  The  cstablisiimcnt  of  tlie  direct  line  to 
Tieona  would  furthar  obviate  the  delays  so  fre- 
quently oomphuiMd  oi^  consequent  on  messages 


tadff. 


**J,JR,  Carmichael, 

ChMrman.^ 

«  Submarine  Telegraph  Ofiiee, 
«*fl8,  Threudncedle-stWeli 
**  26  April  1«66." 


-  : 


24  April 
1866. 


Sir  /. 


0.43. 
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imnrrEB  oit  svidekcs  ia&ek  befoss  ih£ 


* 


FriJa'/,  27th  April  1866. 


MEICBBBB  PSE8BNT: 


Mr.  BailHc. 
Sir  C.  liright. 
Mr.  Chillers. 
Mr.  Crawford. 
Mr.  Laird. 
Mr.  Marsh. 
Hr.  Mofffttt. 


Lord  R.  Montagu. 
Sir  H.  Rawliofioo. 
Jlr.  Schreiber. 
Admiral  Seymoiir. 
^it.  Stanafeldi 
Mr.  Turner. 
Mr.  Weguolin. 


BOBEBT  WVQRAM  CBAWPOBD,  Esq.,  is  thb  Chazs. 


GsoxoE  D.  Chbtwtkd»  Etq.,  caU«d  in ;  and  Eaaunined. 


G,D. 
F.8q. 
a7Aj>ril 


the  I'os 


18;59.  ChairmanS\  Abe  you  the  Accountant  at 
^o»t  OiBee  ? — ^Tne  BeceiTer  and  Accountant* 
OeneraL 

1840.  HaTe  von  any  atatement  to  make  to  the 

Coiiiniittoe,  with  rcfrrrncc  fn  a  remark  made  by 
Mr.  Howell,  iu  hi-  evidence  tJic  other  day,  as  to 
the  apportionnicnt  nf  Ibe  char<;e  between  the 
Bombay  ami  the  China  services? — I  thouM  like 
to  state  to  tiie  Committee  what  took  jjlacc  whon 
the  communication  was  made  to  me  by  the  Pcniii- 
anlar  and  Oriental  Ckimnany,  with  reference  to 
the  ettlinated  ooit  of  the  fiomhar  eerriee.  When 
IVIr.  Tjiiyley,  the  a.^^^iatunt  maiiacjing  director  cjf 
the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Conijmny  called  upon 
me  with  reference  to  the  question  of  the  cost  of 
the  Bonibay  service,  he  Iirought  with  him  a 
memorandum  showing  what  the  Peninsular  and 
Oriental  Company  considered  to  be  the  cost  of 
the  Bombaj  Mrrice.  Mr.  fiayley  lold  me  that 
the  estimate  which  the  Post  Office  had  gtren  in, 
differed  very  materially  froin  tlic  c?thi;alr  >vliicli 
the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  ComxMUiy  had  made, 
KoA  I  told  him  that  the  estimate  which  we  had 
put  in  was  iiitemlcd  to  show  the  couijmrative  cost 
of  the  India  portion  of  tl>e  service,  jls  (iistin- 
guisbed  from  the  China  poirtion«  and  that  it  was 
not  intended  in  the  paper  in  question  to  diatin- 
gnieh  the  coflt  of  the  Cailcutta  line  from  the  cost 
of  tlic  lioiiibay  lii>e  ;  that  in  franiiiifr  tlio  c-rimute 
we  had  followed  the  usual  couijsc,  and  bad  taken 
the  aTerage  rate  of  4  «.  6  d.  per  mile  for  the  whole 
pervicc,  a^  applicablo  to  parts  of  the  service;  and 
that  as  regarded  his  memorandum  of  coijt,  I  could 
flire  no  opinion  upon  it  until  I  had  canscd  it  to 
he  cxannned.  In  reply  to  his  rrqiict  that  I 
would  correct  the  figures,  I  iwinted  uut  to  him 
that  even  it'  I  found  his  statement  to  be  quite  ac- 
curate with  regard  to  the  13ombay  line»  the  only 
remit  of  any  alteration  whidi  I  could  make, 
would  be  to  throw  the  (lifTcrcnoc  nf  cost  on  other 

r)rtions  of  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  service, 
tfaink,  therefore,  that  Mr.  Howell  has  fallen 
into  a  iiiistako  in  supposing  thnt  1  have  made  any 
admissiuii  of  error,  as  no  sucii  mlmigoion  was 
made  by  me.  Moreover,  I  am  still  of  opinion 
that  oar  estimates  are  correct  for  all  nracticd  pur- 
poseat  find  aapecially  as  regarda  tna  object  for 


which  they  were  constructed,  namely,  the  sepa- 
ration of  tlu>  eost  ol"  the  Cbinn  service  ito;ii  ti.e 
cost  of  the  Indian  service  generally ;  and  I  think 
that  they  are  as  nearly  aceunte  as  the  dream- 
stances  of  the  case  will  readily  admit,  with  re- 
ference to  the  division  of  the  two  branches  of  the 
Indian  service. 

1841.  Mr.  TTowcirs  pfatemeiit  was  tO  tilis 
efVeet,  at  Question  1255,  "  In  the  papers  which 
are  t'lirnished  to  the  Committee,  the  el>^t  of  the 
Bombay  service  ia  set  down  at  80,000/. }  that  is 
Incorrect,  and  I  beBeye  the  Post  Office  are  qnif« 
ready  to  eorret  t  if.  The  actual  cost  of  the  ser- 
vice is  48,000/.,  giving  us  a  rate  per  mile  u^wn 
that  service  wU(£  I  believe  ia  the  lowest  of  any 
known  ocean  service.  The  rate  per  mile  that 
we  receive  on  that  service  ia  9*.  7i</.,  wliich  i» 
a  misprint  for  2r.  1\d.l — Yes,  it  ia  2a.  7|dL: 
that  is  what  they  say  they  receive. 

1842.  How  do  you  correct  your  statement?— I 
do  not  propoiio  to  correct  our  statements. 

1843.  How  do  you  pronoee  to  correct  Mr. 
Howeirs  statement;  in  what  respect  do  yon 
allefrc  ^Ir.  Ilowell't?  pfatemcnt  fo  be  incorrect? — 
I  do  nut  admit  that  niy  statement  was  inaccurate 
I  say  that  Mr.  Howell's  statement  ia  incoirect 
with  rc^rd  to  that.  I  made  no  euoh  admiflsoB. 
I  consider  that  our  estimate  is  roughly  aocnnte. 
Of  course,  absolute  aecurac}'  i^  imiio.-sible  in 
matters  of  this  kind.  We  could  ooly  hope  to 
give  a  rough  estimate  of  a  service  like  that.  Hw 
services  of  the  PeninBular  and  Oriental  Company 
are  so  mixed  un  together,  and  their  contracts 
extend  over  sucn  a  long  period  of  time»  and  the 
wliolc  Bcrvlcc  is  po  frat^mcntary,  as  one  may  say, 
that  it  ia  very  difficult  to  separate  the  portions. 

1844.  The  difference  between  you  and  Mr. 
Howell  appears  to  be  thia^  that  in  your  estimate 
you  have  taken  the  avera^  as  4^  6(2.  a  mite, 
extending  over  the  whole  of  the  India  and  China 
service  of  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company, 
aivcl  Mr.  Howell  has  taken  the  actual  milMgt 
amount  rer-pivnKic  upon  the  Bembajy  eerriiee 
only 't — Yes  ;  timt  is  so. 

184)5.  Ai'e  you  aware  whether  any  negotiation 
is  going  on  between  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental 
Company  and  the  Post  Office  authorities  iridi 
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reference  to  a  pajment  beii^  made  for  the  eer- 

nce?  perforineil  by  the  Ct»mpany  between  Slmnn- 
hai  ami  Japan? — Althouj!;h  that  is  not  in  niy 
particular  department,  I  am  ftbte  tO  rtate  from 
nj  koowledee  of  the  fact  that  a  communication 
was  received  from  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental 
Company  last  year  stating  that  they  had  carried 
on  K  bi-monthiy  sers-ice  betn-een  iShaiufhai  and 
JajNUi  for  two  years,  for  wliieh  they  hacToharged 
the  Post  (")fHc.  iintliinL'',  and  that  they  would  bc 
ooable  to  continue  that  service  with  the  same 
Ngidaii^ ;  or  tbey  wonld  not  bind  themMlvM 
1ft  CBRy  on  the  Mrviee  with  the  Mime  zegu- 


IT  INDIA  COMMUKICATIONa.  Hf 

laritr  unlefls  a  modemte  subsidy  were  paid  to      g  I). 

them,  rtn'l  thry  ajijilii  d  f">r  such  a  subsidy.     The  Che'twipi'l^ 
matter  has  bueii  t'oi*  sonic  time  under  considem-  ENq. 
tion,  aud  it  i.^  not  yet  deeided;  indeed,  itisetill  — 
under  consideration.  A£J*^ 

1846,  Do  you  know  whether  the  Company  ••w. 
recei\e  any  i)ayment  at  all  for  the  Icttcrd  that 

they  (;arry  between  iibaaghfli  and  Japan? — Not 
any  payment  whatever. 

1847.  Do  you  know  wlictlier  tlity  levy  pn- 
vately  any  podtage  charge  upou  the  letters  ? — 
Not  any*  that  we  are  aware  ol 


Uenbt  Charles  Foede,  Esq.,  recced*  and  further  Examined. 


1S18.  CheiratanJ]  Have  yt)u  brought  with  Have  you  aleo  with  you  a  map  illuetra- 

Toa  your  report  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Hoard  of  ting  the  propofled  line  to  India  by  way  of  Egypt 

Trade  upon  the  Malta  and  Alexandria  Telegraph  ?  ana  Arabu  ?  — I  have. 

-I  h  i^  c.  1 81 1   WiU  yea  put  it  in  ?— Yee  (deUveritif  tn 

IS49.  W  ill  you  bc  so  good  as  to  put  it  in  ?—  the  same). 
Tee  {itlbferin^  in  Hfte  Mine). 


H.  C.Forde, 


John  HBNEr  OEBSNna,  Eeq.^  called  in ;  and  Exaauned. 


1852.  Chairman.']  I  believe  yon  have  been 

employed  as  telegraphic  assistant  to  Colonel 
Kemball,  the  Consul  General  of  Bagdad? — 
T^. 

18-53.  For  how  long  were  you  in  that  depart- 
ment?— Five  years. 

1854.  Whendidyofugo  ont?— Atthe  end  of 
186a 

1855.  Have  you  recently  returned?— Yes, live 

months  a''o. 

During  that  period  were  you  employed 
IB  connection  with  the  Turkish  line  in  Aeia? — 
Yes,  upon  the  Tiirki>h  jmrl  Arabian  line. 

1857.  In  what  capacity  have  you  been  associ- 
ated with  that  line  f — I  was  employed  as  assis- 
tant to  Colonel  Kemball  in  constructing  the 
Kne  from  Bagdad  down  to  the  head  of  the  Persun 
Gulf  through  the  Arab  district.*,  and  in  going 
over  the  line  to  inspect  it  from  Constantinople  to 
B^|dad,  that  is  to  say,  the  line  already  maae  by 
the  Turks. 

1858.  You  pay  tliat  you  were  aj9c«i»liint  to 
Colonel  Kemball;  are  the  Committee  to  under- 
stand tliiit  lie  had  the  re?poT!«ible  charge  of  the 
cnstructiou? — Yes,  he  had  the  responsible 
charge  of  the  construction  from  Bagdad  down  to 
the  bead  of  the  Persian  Gulf. 

1859.  You  were  in  charce  of  the  engineering 
(lopartir.ont,  I  ]n-cAume  7— ^esi^  under  Colonel 
Kemball's  instructions. 

1860  tn  what  condition  did  you  leave  tlio  line  ? 
—  It  \va.?  in  very  good  condiiion  when  I  left,  and 
ii  was  working  verj'  well  ;  the  line  from  Bagdad 
te  the  head  of  tiic  Persian  Gulf,  was  the 
noft  perfect  part  of  the  line  through  the  Arab 
district,  and  is  I  belierc  the  part  of  the  line 
which  ha.--  Itccn  working  best;  siiico  the  first 
eoostniction  of  it,  from  12  days  after  it  was 
finished,  it  has  never  been  touched  at  nil  by  the 
Arabs,  and  it  lia.-*  bt>rMi  continually  working'. 

1861.  Is  tbat  line  constructed  up  U)  the  best 
standard  of  the  present  day?— Yes,  I  can  safely 
ny  that  it  is.  It  has  iron  poles  of  a  very  good 
description,  and  very  good  insulntors,  but  the 
ami*  are  of  ca.-t  iron,  and  t/io  wtuk  ;  innny  were 
broken  during  the  construction  of  thu  lino ;  they 
eeght  to  have  been  strongs;  but  nnoe  the  line 

0.43. 


was  finished  they  have  not  broken  so  much  as  I 

anticipated. 

I&ti2.  During  the  time  that  you  hare  been 
connected  with  it,  tiiere  has  been  no  failure 

arisniti  from  dcfVcfive  eonstrurtioE  ?— No^  nOt  St 
all  ;  not  in  that  uai't  of  the  line. 

l^iV.i.  The  only  case  of  defeet,  I  think  Inn* 
deratood  you  to  say,  has  been  from  interference 
on  Ae  part  of  the  Arabs? — ^Yes,  tliey  broke  the 
poles,  cat  the  ^tays  :i\vay,  and  cut  ttic  wires; 
while  we  were  constructing  the  line,  we  had 
•even]  eases  of  that  land,  but  not  since. 

ISfil.  Yen  wcro  in  rommunication  at  Fat) 
with  the  Intlo-Kuropean  wire,  were  you  not?— 
Yes. 

1865.  Are  they  in  separate  offices  there? — 
Yes,  in  separate  offices ;  the  Turks  have  one 
office,  and  the  Indo-European  people  have 
another  office  contiguous. 

1866.  Are  the  wires  eonneeied  No,  they 
arr  not  connected;  the  messages  have  r  -  he 
handed  over  from  the  Turkish  omce  to  the  Indo- 
European. 

1867.  Are  you  also  practically  acquainted 
with  the  line  between  Constantinople  and  Bag- 
dad?— Yes,  I  went  over  the  whole  of  it  from 
Gonatantinople  to  Bagdad  with  Colonel  Kem* 
baU. 

186H.  That  was  a  line  which  wa?  cnnstnictcd 
by  the  Turkish  Government,  was  it  not  ? — ^Yes, 
it  was  constructed  by  the  TurkMh  Government 
under  Enfjlisb  ^npcrintendenre. 

1869.  \Vas  that  done  under  u  contract? — Ho, 
it  was  no  contract ;  it  was  constructed  by  salaried 
men  belonging  to  the  English  artillery. 

1870.  Will  you  describe,  in  a  few  words,  the 
direction  of  that  line,  beginning  at  Con.-itanti- 
nople  ? — From  Constantinople  to  Ismid,  Ismid  to 
Angora,  Angora  to  JvKgat,  Jyzgat  to  Sivas, 
Siva.«  to  Kharput.  Those  are  the  niinoijtal 
towns  where  there  arc  stations;  from  Ivhaqiut 
to  Diarbekir,  Diai-bekir  to  Manlin,  Mardin  to 
lezireh,  lezirch  to  Moasul,  Moasul  to  Kerinik, 
Kerkuk  to  Bagdad,  and  then  the  Arabian  line 
from  Bngihtd  to  llillah,  TliUah  to  Dewaniyeh, 
Dewanivch  to  Dirajee,  Dir^ee  to  Bussorah, 
BuBBorah  to  Fao»  at  ttie  head  ordie  FeiBian  Gnlf. 

N  1871.  What 
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■i-  Aori 
1866. 


1871.  What  w  the  geuenii  cliai'iK  icr  ui'  the 
,  line  with  v(-;<:u-d  tu  \u  ouuitmctioa?  —  Fxoiii 
Constantinnplc  to  Ba^rfUd  it  ig  consrruoted  on 
woouiMi  piile;^,  and  one  wire  ir'  iii>ii!:tM<l  liy  .Mr. 
I^tiitier  Clark's  porceiaiQ  iaAuiatoiij,  nuu  tiie 
otiber  ie  insulated  oy  Siemens's  insulntors. 

1H72.  Diie-i  the  line  wtirk  well  when  it  l«  pro- 
perly uuuu^ed  ? — V^ery  well  iiideeil. 

IA73.  8r)  (ar  ah  cumplaluts  are  iniuic  in  ihi» 
couiiti  V,  iin<l  in  Iiuiiu,  ns  to  the  iri  eguljirity  nt' 
the  romuiunicntion,  they  do  n<it,  iu  ymir  judg- 
ment, aritio  f'n)ni  any  iniiicrlection  in  t!ie  <ou- 
emiction  of  tiie  tel^apni* — 2sot  the  rtjiglitvau 
I  tested  the  Hue  all  tSe  way  through,  and  I  con- 
cider  thn:  iIh'  line  ought  to  work  aa  mreUasany 
line  in  tlic  world. 

1^'"4.  hoe.- the  severity  of  the  Winter,  in  some 
,  part»^  of  .\>ia  IMiimr  ami  jVnncuiii.  interfere  with 
tJiC  workiii}/  i(i  jln;  Jim  ? — In  si-uie  jiart^  it  doe*. 
The  line  has  heen  taken  throngli  tlie  valley^; 
instead  of  keeping  the  l>eaT«n  ti'uck  and  making 
a  more  circnitotis  route,  they  have  taken  a  direot 
line  in  A-i.i  Mini'i-. 

1875.  What  edect  Us\&  that  npon  the  working? 
In  the  winter  time  the  valleys  <iet  filled  up 
with  snow,  and  flu  men  wli  >  look  after  it,  in 
case  ul  the  wire  breakmj^,  eanuoi  ges  tu  it;  tliey 
ai-e  oldiL'-ed  to  wait  until  the  enow  melta.  That 
bae  hceii  the  case  once  or  twice  with  one  wire* 
hut  never  with  the  two  at  the  same  time.  We 
rec<inuneiuU'ti.  >  11  onr  way  down,  that  tho.-c 
portiotid  of  tlio  line  shoald  be  removed  on  to  ihe 
main  mad,  and  the  Tnrke  pn>mi«e<1  that  they 
would  do  ^.>;  and  T  I  r>licve  that  they  have  done 
ao  iu  I!':  ny  iutitanees,  whieh  i^  a  great  innirovc- 
mant.  flus  winter  the  line  ha.^  heen  working 
remarkablv  well  through  Asia  iSliuor,  and,  of 
course,  this  Xi&a  been  the  worst  time. 

lh~6.  \\'here  are  the  head  (juarter.'  of  the 
su|ieriutendeut8  of  the  line  a«  between  Con^tan- 
tino)»le  and  Fao? — At  Anffora,  Siva«,  and 
Bagdad. 

1S77.  Where  arc  the  gcin  lul  lu  ail  ijuartei'uj' 
— C'onstantiuojili.-, 

1878.  Is  the  telcgra^di  worked  from  Constan- 
tinople practically? — \  es,  everything  hao  to  gu 
fn>n»  Constantinople,  as  regards  the  working  (tf 
the  line :  instructiona  of  every  kind,  and  atorea 
of  every  kind. 

1879.  T!u'  oiu.stnn  tii'ii  l  i'  ilie  line  being  good, 
to  what  do  you  attrilmti-  itti  imperfect  working  ? 
'—In  the  firt$t  phu  «\  I  ai tribute  it  U>  the  line  not 
being  properly  h"ik(-<l  filter  as  refrnrd^  tin  iiigula- 

.  tion  being  kept  up  properly  ;  the  ineulatorii  get 
broken,  whieh  they  wiH  ^  and  instead  of  me 
Turkish  iiue-men  putting  in  a  new  insulator, 
they  take  a  piece  or  wire  and  tie  it  lonnd  the  iron 
bracket,  thus  making  a  connection  with  the  earth 
down  the  pole,  and  dozens  of  these  will  cuuae 
the  line  to  work  very  ini)>erfeetly. 

1880.  Ha*  that  often  hem  the  rn^o'' — Yts, 
often  :  there  were  numbers  of  them  when  1  went 
the  fir»t  time,  and  ODBy  road  home,  now  through 
Aaia  Minor»  1  eaw  man^  caaea  of  the  kind. 

1881.  Did  you  point  it  out  to  those  who  were 
in  ehnrgf  ?  V<'9  ;  and  I  altered  many  of  them 
whenever  I  could>  to  abow  them  that  it  wae 
wrong;  when  I  came  over  the  fine  juatnow  I 
saw  a  great  i]iij)n)vement  in  that  resjK  .  t,  but 
still  I  did  see  cases.  These  things  being  nume- 
rous, they  cause  the  line  to  cease  working 
altogether;  u  few  of  them  would  not  matter^  hut 
they  are  verv  numeruui^. 

1862.  la  tiian  any  other  mem  to  which  yon 


can  UM'n'oe  too  inipeiiLution  of  the  Working  of 
the  line  ? — Tiiat  'm  the  prineiiial  cause,  and  in 
case  of  the  wire  being  broken,  the  men  will  not 

go  om  to  liiiik  alter  it ;  they  are  indolent,  lazy 
fellows,  and  tfio]>  iu  their  villager  until  somebodj 
tume  them  out  to  go  to  the  place ;  those  are  the 
great  faults  as  regards  the  enuincn  in;z  1  ni  t  of  it. 

188;>.  What  doe*  tlie  indoor  ei^tubii$ihmcQt 
cousist  of? — There  are  about  six  clerks  at  each 
principal  titatiou  ;  acct>rdiiig  to  the  tcrnjs  of  the 
convention  betwetni  f  urkey  and  England,  they 
ought  to  be  clerks  who  understand  English, 
but  very  few  of  thcni  do  ;  most  of  them 
understand  it  very  inqu  rfeotly  :  they  are  Aime* 
niun^  ;  there  are  a  iV  v  Ttali  ius,  but  they  aie 
mostly  Armenians,  1  urkish  subjects, 

1884.  .Vrc  there  any  Qroeka? — Ve>i,  there  are 
o.iK'  Greeks:  but  t^ey  are  mostly  Armenians, 

i  lu  kiah  subjects. 

188.J.  Are  they  tolerably  well  up  to  their 
work? — They  can  work  their  instruments  verr 
well,  but  they  do  nut  understand  the  Englisa 
language ;  perhaps  one  man  at  a  station  will 
uuderstaud  English  pretty  well,  but  thatmauis 
only  on  duty  half  his  time :  when  he  is  *wav,  a 
message  comes  tliK  Uuli  with  little  errors  wliif^h 
arc  not  detected,  and  tiic  error  is  increastHl,  aud 
then  sent  on  to  the  next  station,  and  ftoin  not 
understanding  English,  the  «Tor  is  inicieased 
ag»n  at  that  station  ;  the  great  cause  of  nnemgea 
being  so  mutilated  in  that  they  do  not  iindi  ivtaiid 
the  English  language.  Colonel  Stewart  managed 
to  get  an  En|;hsh  clerk  appointed  to  each  of  uie 
principal  stations  when  the  line  wa.s  first  < •pf'ncd, 
and  it  was  arranged  that  those  Englishnn-a  were 
Uj  check  all  messageti  p:ie{>ing  through ;  but  in- 
siead  of  those  Englishmen  being  employed  in 
that  way,  they  are  jnit  on  duty  a*  regular  clerks 
to  sentl  me^isages ;  and  the  eonscaucucc  is, 
that  they  get  their  messages  all  rignt  enough 
while  they  are  on  duty,  but  they  are  only  on 
duty  a  certain  number  of  hours,  juid  when  they 
are  away  there  is  uo  check  at  all,  and  conse- 
quently the  messages  are  sent  on  in  a  mutilated 
condition. 

1886.  As  onej>ert!on  cannot  will  be  c<jnstantly 
present,  you  think  tlrnt  then  i.uglit  to  be  more 
than  one  clerk  who  is  competent  to  read  English 
messes  ? — There  might  to  be  two»  at  least :  one 
tb<'r<'  all  dav,  ainl  iiic  other  nil  night;  the  ofTice.? 
are  suppuiicd  to  be  open  24  hours,  so  that  tliero 
ought  to  be  two  good  English  derks  at  each 
station. 

1887.  How  often  is  a  message  repeated  be- 
tweot  Constantinople  and  Bagdad  ? — A\'hen  the 
line  M  working  well  it  is  repeated  only  oncC) 
that  is  at  .Sivas :  htit  sometime*  it  is  repeated  at 
Mimul,  and  .soimtinu^  at  Diarl/ekir,  just  acoi  id- 
iug  to  the  state  of  the  line  ;  if  the  clerkt<  were  up 
to  their  work,  ancl  projterly  attended  to  their  in- 
struiiiciit?.  llicy  nii^lit  tn  ?ond  it  thnniLrb  fiinn 
Constantiuopie  to  Eao  every  day;  there  is  no 
reason  why  they  should  not;  it  is  merely  a 
matter  of  attention. 

1888.  AVhat  ought  to  be  the  average  time 
u|M)u  tlic  furkish  section  from  Constantinople 
eastward? — Aa  to  the  average  time,  I  should 
think  that  two  hours  ought  to  be  amnle,  most 
deci«ledly,  for  a  nit  s^age  to  Fao,  and  that  is 

giving  sufficient  time  for  everything ;  of  course, 
'  timre  is  a  breakdown  it  is  a  very  different 
matter;  but  when  the  liiu;  Ir-  la  working  onler 
two  hours  is  ample  time;  in  laci,  ii  ought  to  be 

1860.  Do 
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Do  the  authorities  listen  i  ■u  lily  to  uuy 
roiirofiitatloii-'  tliat  are  made  to  tlieia  ? — Yes; 
tliev  <1('  lii?tcn  ti»  thcni.  V>ut  they  arc  a  long  time 
actiuif  upon  anjthini^ ;  they  arc  a  l<)n<i  time 
nakiog  any  alterations  that  may  be  pointed  oat 
to  tbein. 

Do   y  ii;    i!ii'ik   ifiat  is  (nviii;X  t  ■ 

iwliiiefeuce  i-ather  lhaii  uuwillingoe^  ? — Ves, 
decidedly  indtfteireace;  I  think  it »  not  in  thein 
t"  not  proinjitlv  iijxin  unv  m-irter:  ilicv  (-lumit 
doit;  thoy  must  fit  down  and  smoke  ajwii  it. 

IS91.  Is  it  true  that  at  some  of  the  offices 
mssMges  are  aometintes  kept  tor  days  without 
bnosrsent  on  ? — Ye?  :  T  was  coming  through 
C^iii-t;iiitniiii)U'  tli('r<'  -.v  rrc  ii|nviu<lH  oi'  200  me*- 
taffe«  waiting  there  to  be  acut  on.  Fiiod  Pesha 
bad  taken  me  line  &r  the  use  of  the  Torkish 
Crovernnirnt,  and  it  had  been  plowed  fdv  T  do  not 
know  how  iuag ;  there  wa«  ati  uccuimUutiou  ot 
upwards  of  250  ine-^^agos  at  (  onstautiiiople. 

1892.  The  evidenee  before  tli'  <  - mmittoe  is 
that  from  Loudon  about  30  nu  ^-;i;4t^  jiass  per 
diem:  \\vx\  would  indicate  that  there  luust  have 
beeu  a  delay,  including  Continental  messages, 
rf  probably  nve  or  ax  days  ? — Yes,  I  dare  say  it 
would  be  r^o  :  Imt  nf  i-oiu'^ic  tliat  is  w\  i  xcej>tional 
case;  it  is  only  rarely  that  they  take  the  line  in 
diatway;  btit  they  do  it  when  they  have  any- 
thing i>articular  to  do,  and  stop  the  European 
work. 

1893.  Do  you  know  what  they  do  with  the 
_  when  they  receive  them;  do  they  put 
on  a  file?'— 'Yes;  they  put  tlkem  on  a  file 

OD  the  instrument  generally,  or  doee  by  the 
iastruinent. 

1894.  Is  it  a  fact  that  when  the  derke  are 
clesrinir  the  file  they  take  thot«o  that  nrc  at  tlje 
tup  fin<i,  ami  consequently  they  send  the  latest 
Bieci«a!i^  before  the  earlier  ones '; — I  do  not  think 
they  do  that  at  Constantinople,  but  they  may  do 
it  at  the  smaller  stations ;  take  SiTas,  for  mstanoe ; 
Uiey  may  do  it  there,  becau.«e  they  do  not  know 
the  difference  Hcarcely,  the  clerks  not  under- 
itsading  Knglish :  thpy  may  know  the  dates,  but 
they  do  not  rroul-!.  ''ninsclvcs  about  the  mntter; 
but  at  Con«itautiuu[>lu  they  send  them  away 
tocofdiiiff  as  they  are  sent  into  the  oflioe,  I  ahnaM 

1895.  Considering  the  r^^at  importance  of  tiiis 
telegra])faic  cuminunirutiou  bet  ween  England  and 
India,  do  you  consider  the  |u:ospect  eatts^tory 
as  to  the  <flSeicpt  pearfonnanoe  w  the  serviee^— 
If  the  Turk*,  keep  the  thing  entirelv  in  their 
i/Ku  haade,  1  do  not  thitik  tltat  the  wo^'k  will  be 
got  off  satirfactoriiy  tu  the  public;  but  if  they 
Would  allow  the  En<rli^h  GoTcmmcnt  to  have  a 
Mttic  euutml  over  it,  and  to  place  two  or  three 
English  signallers  and  good  English  inspectors 
m  the  line,  there  is  not  the  least  doubt  that  the 
work  would  be  got  off  tfanmgh  Turkey  very 
8ati*fac(t»nly.  (  m  late  iiic>f ages  have  been  com- 
ing through  the  '1  nrkish  dotuiaions  in  two  or 
wee  hours,  becauM  the  Hdos  have  been  in  good 
order,  and  if  tliey  were  ki  jit  up  to  their  wock  it 
would  be  done     every  day. 

1896.  What  is  the  system  of  inspection  that  is 
CHiied  ou  by  the  Turkish  QoTeromeati' — The^ 
hat«  one  inspector  for  about  SSO  miles,  and  this 

tnsj<;ct<jr  IK  BUp|Kwed  to  over  liis  hni^tli  twice 
a  year,  in  the  emiog  and  autumn ;  that  is  not 
•afident  eoasMMiuig  that  you  hav«  Tudndi 
workmen  on  the  line  to  d  t  evprythin;:^  that 
it  required  \  and  in  the  int<erim  the  line  gete 
bto  very  had  order  l»y  tfaoM  ni8aiiot4Qiiie  ttdr 
04.''. 


duty  ,  not  renewing  v.w'xr  insulators,  and  attending 
to  all  the  littie  iniuutia*  that  are  r4'qti!red  in 
teU'LTaphy :  the  eo'isequence  is  that  by  the  tim':> 
the  inspector  ^oe^  ajrain  he  finds  that  the  line  i.-< 
alut<  )«t  out  of  wurkinK  order  by  not  being  attended 
to  bv  those  Tttrki*li  workmen.  If  the  Turk;! 
wniiM  i  iui  Im',.  a-  I  reeomniendcd  long  ago,  a 
kind  of  su I)  inspector  for  each  length,  m  tiMt  he 
should  be  continuously  on  the  line,  it  would  be  a 
very  mlTi  i>  nr  mntter.  liocaur-c  lip  would  turn 
the  line  la;  ii  out  and  make  them  do  their  duty, 
and  instead  of  the  line  being  gone  over  only  one? 
in  six  months,  the  sub-inspector  would  be  able 
to  go  oyer  tt  almost  evcrj  month,  which  would 
be  a  f^-reuf  adviuitag'c. 

Ib<j7.  It  api>earb  to  be  your  opinion  that  tiie 
construction  of  the  line,  neing  tn  all  respeots 
[XiHiiI.  tlie  imperfection o)' ndiifh  tho  jnihlie  com- 
jilaiii  no  naich.  are  due  entirely  to  inetiicieiit  ad- 
mini-tration  ? — Predsety  so ;  that  is  just  the  case ; 
if  they  would  improve  their  adiniuisttatiou  and 
management,  there  is  not  the  leaei  doubt  about 
me!>*ages  groing  through  .•satisfactorily. 

Ib9b.  \  ou  think  that  the  administration  would 
improre  by  placing  two  or  more  Englbhmen,  or 
Ju  l  -. .11-  undi  r-tariding  the  Engli.sh  language 
sutHciently ,  at  every  repeating  station  ? — At  every 
principal  statii>n  on  the  line. 

1899.  And  liy  the  establitthment  of  aa aflicieat 
system  ot  in-peetion  ? — Yes. 

1900.  "\Voidd  yi>u  .-nt^gest  that  those  it>^j)ec- 
tors  should  be  Eu^Uiduaen  or  Js^urapeans  ?— No, 
I  would  let  the  imb-inspeciors  be  Turin ;  the 
men  who  are  now  ]>erfl>rniin!:r  the  ibity  of  chief 
line  men,  if  they  were  nut  into  a  iHt^tion  to  go 
along  the  whole  lengtn,  I  would  have  theoa 
Turk*,  as  that  would  answer  better;  th  re  are 
some  of  ihera  very  good  men  indeetl,  -everal 
whom  I  have  seen  do  their  work  well. 

1901.  Your  observations  ap]^y,  do  tliev  not, 
to  the  whde  of  what  we  mqr  term  the  AsiaUe 
system  ? — Yes,  to  the  Ad«tb  cyatem,  south  ewl 
east  of  Conftautinople. 

190S.  Do  you  fiad  tiiat  the  messages  that  you 
rpcpivp  at  Fao  from  India  are  generally  in  a  cor- 
rect and  satislactory  cortdition? — No,  very  far 
£rom  it,  eome  of  them.  In  one  instance,  a  biwiss 
mcrclumt  in  Bagdad  had  a  telegram  from  India, 
and  he  could  not  undervtatid  a  word  of  it,  except 
that  it  was  meant  to  he  Kngiisli,  hat  it  was  no 
more  English  than  Persian;  it  might  be  any 
thing.  He  had  it  repeated,  bat  it  was  no  better, 
and  he  had  it  repeated  a  third  time,  but  he  could 
not  understand  it  even  then.  That  is  one  iu- 
etAiicc,  and  there  are  many  fimn  India  m  that 
condition. 

1903.  Where  do  you  suppose  the  fault  in  that 
case  to  rest ;  it*  it  iti  the  internal  system  of  India, 
or  in  the  Indo^uropean  part  of  it  i'^In  the  tn« 
temal  aystem,  no  doubt,  in  Tmlia. 

1 90-1.  1  111  find,  as  far  as  you  are  acquainted 
with  :hc  imii^-Eoiopeau  line,  that  it  is  well 
worked  ? — Yes,  I  tlunk  it  is.  I  haye  uo  hesita- 
tion in  .saving  so.  Take  the  cable,  i'or  exauijile  ; 
messages  hare  alwaye  come  through  tlml  cable 

very  quickly  indeed,'  and  readied  Bagdad  froat 
Knnaohae. 

1905.  Do  you  find  that  tfe  nesaagM  •wldefa 

you  delive>  tu  that  line  from  Fao  received  from 
Europe,  arc  scot  on  expedirionidy 't  —  Yes, 
always. 

190?;.  'I'lu  n  as  representing,  -so  fo  .«peak,  here 
the  Turkish  line,  you  have  no  complaint  te  make 
of  the  woddng  of  tiie  lado-Btunpaan  Ibw?— Not 
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g^^^     the  slightest.    I  presume  the  Honourable  Metn- 
[.  ,j   '    ber  aUude«  now  to  the  line  from  Fao  to  Kurra- 

  chee ;  T  am  persuaded  that  that  line  has  worked 

27  April     "^f^  ^^  '''I  ''^  ""y       ]"i-^ilily  lould  do}  m^esages 
18O6.      always  come  thi'uugh  it  r]iiickly- 

1907.  Is  not  a  line  being  recently  made  from 
Diarbekir  to  Alpxantlria  or  to  Kl  Ari-h? — Yee. 

lyOS.  Arc  you  at  all  aequaintccl  with  that 
lipe  ? — No,  I  am  not. 

1909.  Do  you  know  by  whom  it  WM  made?— 
It  was  made  bv  the  Turks. 

V910.  On  tfie  same  principles  of  construction 
M  the  line  tliTOu|(h  Asia  Minor? — Very  nearly 
ihe  nme.  The  wire  is  mvoh  tmaller,  and  not  so 
Will  n<lii))tc(l  for  sending  messages  a  long  dis- 
tance ;  but  it  wa«  merely  pat  up  for  the  acoom- 
ittodftlioii  of  tiie  Turks,  merely  for  ibeir  local 
work. 

1911.  Do  they  receive  messages  by  it?  For 
instance,  is  there  a  junction  at  Diarbekir?- — 

1912.  Would  the  office  at  Diarbekir  receive  a 
message  from  Fao  and  forwattl  it  to  England  by 
way  of  Alexandria? — It  lias  been  doiio  from 
England  to  India,  but  I  know  that  mesMces 
have  been  very  much  dekyed  by  going  ^at 
route. 

1913.  In  the  event  ot  a  message  being  re- 
ceived from  "Europe  by  way  of  Alexandria,  at 
Diarbekir,  would  that  messwe  be  immediately 
sent  on  to  India  ?— Mootdeci&dly  it  would ;  and 
it  would  go  quickly  enougk  &om  Diarbekir^  I 
have  no  doubt. 

1914.  Xiooking  at  &e  risks  whidt  always  attend 
a  einplc  line  of  communication,  are  vim  not  ttf 
upiuiou  ttiat  the  line  from  Diarbekir  to  Alexan- 
dria may  become  of  material  public  advantage  in 
relieving  the  public  of  its  dependence  upon  a 
single  Ime  ? — I  should  think  it  would  if  it  were 
put  into  proper  working  order,  but  the  Turks 
nave  not  done^  so  yet.  I  am  in  a  position  to  aay 
dmt  Aat  fine  is  not  working  so  well  aa  it  inay  be 
made  to  do.  It  was  merely  meant  for  tke  l^irl^ 
ish  work. 

1915.  However,  ^ou  are  well  aware,  are  you 
not,  of  tlic  tonus  of  the  convention  lietweon  Her 
Majesty "d  Guvcrumeui  and  the  Government  of 
the  Sultan  with  reference  to  this  telegnphio 
^^^>i)[mf^iini^^Qn  it'— If es« 

1916.  Is  tlwt  convention  in  its  terms  sufficient, 
ilo  you  think,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  to  us 
all  that  we  desire  ? — I  think  perhaps  it  is,  if  tlie 
Tturks  would  carry  out  the  tenus  of  it ;  but  they 
do  not  seem  to  do  so.  I  tliink  that  we  miirbt 
put  a  pressure  upon  them  to  make  them  carry  it 
out  more  to  the  letter. 

1917.  Is  not  one  of  the  terms  that  an  i^glieh 
staff  should  be  employed? — ^The  ^iguidlers  at  all 
events  are  to  understand  the  English  langnage; 
that  is  plain  enough  in  the  convention. 

1918.  The  term  is  "thoroughly  conversant 
with  the  EnfjliFh  lancpiage  "  is  it  not  V — Yo?. 

1919.  You  think  that  m  that  respect  the  Turks 
have  not  complied  with  that  term  of  the  conven- 
tion?— They  nave  not;  and  it  would  make  all 
Ae  difference  in  the  world  if  they  did  comply 
with  it. 

1920.  Sir  Charlei  Bright.'}  Do  von  know  any- 
thing of  the  line  from  Constantinopfe  to  Belgrade  ? 
No,  notliln<i;  at  all,  further  than  that  I  t-aw  it  here 
and  there  as  I  was  coming  home  up  the  Danube. 

1921.  Does  it  work  pretty  well  f— I  believe  it 
works  very  well  indeed. 

1922.  lou  stated  that  you  think  that  messages 
might  he  earned  in  two  hoors.  from  ConstMiti- 


nople  to  the  head  of  the  Persian  Gulf.  What 
do  you  think  ia  the  average  time  now  ooeupied 
by  a  message  on  the  PoTMan  Gulf  line  proper, 
tlnit  to  Mi  v,  from  V:\n  tn  Kurachce  ? — 1  do  not 
remember  at  this  moment,  but  I  know  it  is  some- 
tiling  very  short. 

lya:;.  Is  it  half  au  hour,  hi  you  ih'ii':? — I 
think  it  is  pomctliing  a  little  over  that,  perhaps. 
I  know  it  is  something  considerably  under  an 
hour,  but  I  cannot  tell  you  what  it  i*--. 

1924.  At  all  evenb,  a  message  '>u_'ht  now  to 
<jo  from  ('■mstantiuople  to  Kurraehco  in  throe  or 
tour  houre,  ought  it  noti' — Most  decidedly'. 

1925.  Yon  state  that  there  are  two  wires  in- 
sulated in  different  manner-:  between  Constan- 
tinople and  Bagdad ;  which  of  tho«e  wires  is  used 
for  the  local  service?— The  lower  one;  the  one 
insulated  by  Siemcn's  insulator?. 

1926.  Wiich  do  you  consider  the  best  wire  of 
the  two? — The  wire  in  the  best  oonditioii  is 
Siemens's. 

1927.  They  use  the  be*t  wire,  therefore,  for 

their  local  businei^s  ? — Yor!  ;  tlie  fact  i>f  the  ca^ie 
is  that  if  they  would  keep  the  insulation  on  the 
other  wire  up,  it  would  be  by  far  the  best  wire; 
but  ilie  insulatiir*  hoin<v  jiorcelaiu,  tlicro  i.-;  preat 
risk  uf  cuutiuual  breaking.  It  is  a  wire  that 
was  meant  foff  the  English  Government  when* 
ever  tliis  line  was  usea  for  oommunication  with 
India,  and  we  have  that  wire,  and  they  take  the 

other,  Vmt  it  is  not  kejit  in  FiifHciently  good 
order.  You  will  undei'stand  that  when  tme  of 
these  insuktors  breaks,  instead  of  putting  another 

In,  tliov  bind  the  \v\tc  iloivn  tn  the  bracket. 

1^28.  When  you  spoke  ol  Fuad  Pacha  having 
taken  the  line  for  some  time,  did  he  take  the 
wire  which  was  devoted  to  the  exclusive  service 
of  the  Indian  and  Kuit«>ean  traffic? — I  expect 
BO,  or  otherwise  the  worlc  would  not  have  been 
stopped.  That  is  what  I  understood  when  I  was 
at  Constantinople.    He  mnst  have  done  sa 

1929.  According  to  the  terms  of  the  conveu- 
tion,  one  wire  shall  always  be  exclusively  de- 
voted to  the  Indo-European  messages;  is  it  the 
fact  that  one  wire  is  ahvay.'j  :-o  devoted? — Getic- 
rally  it  is  so,  except  on  an  oc  :  asion  ol  that  kind, 
I  imagine. 

1930.  But  that  being  the  worst  wire,  it  is 
divided  into  more  cironits  than  the  other,  is  it 

not? — No;  thoy  work  the  same  distance,  and 
they  go  to  the  same  places  precii^ely. 

1931.  However,  if  that  wire  were  put  in  good 

order,  yon  eouldAvork  direct  from  Conptnntino]ilo 
to  Bagdad? — Yes;  we  have  done  so  6cverai 
times. 

1932.  But  you  would  do  so  always,  would  you 
not,  if  it  was  put  in  good  order  ? — Always ;  there 
is  no  reason  why  it  ,-houhl  not  he  so. 

1933.  What  instruments  have  the  Turks  on 
(hat  Ime  f — ^Morse^  instruments. 

1934.  Are  they  in  good  order? — In  very  ei>"l 
order  indeed.  They  are  very  good  instruments, 
worldng  vety  well.  They  are  Siemens's  instro* 
mcnt?. 

193j.  How  uiaiiy  line  men  have  they  for  every 
100  miles  of  line  ? — lliey  have  a  line  man  eveiy 
three  hours:  that  is  one  mam  eiveij  nine  mileB. 

1936.  Will  yon  eicpkin  Ae  natare  of  ^e  ser- 
vice of  the  staff  for  maintenance,  the  number  of 
men  employed,  and  tlieir  different  duties  ?— ■ 
There  is  one  line  man  every  three  hours;  that  is 
every  nine  miles;  he  is  supposed  to  go  over  hi-» 
nine  milea  every  day,  but  I  doubt  very  mnch 
whe^er  h«  does;  mid  tfeen,  a*  I  have  said  he- 

fine. 
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tore,  the  inspector  comos  once  In  tho  half  year; 
tiiat  b  all  the  supervision  that  exists. 

1937.  How  lon^  does  it  take  to  refHur  a  defect 

now,  :icc»)rding  to  ymw  experience  '< — I  have 
kucwn  several  wires  break,  aud  tliey  huvc  gene- 
rally inana<Ted  to  ropiiir  it  in  a  day ;  sometimes 
t]\cy  take  two  or  three  days  over  it ;  but  j^ciierally 
sueuking  they  manage  to  get  it  done  tlic  second 

1938.  Flow  do  you  account  for  a  measoge  being 
10  days  between  Conatantmople  and  Fao? — 1 

i  lii  tlitnk  it  must  have  been  iatbeapdngtime 

wiicu  it  was  10  days. 

1939.  We  have  it  in  evidence  tliat  it  was  in 
the  months  of  October,  November,  and  Decem- 
ber last  year.  How  do  you  account  for  it  «.l 
tljut  time  ? — I  cannot  account  for  it;  I  cannot 
uudenttaad  why  it  ekould  be  so.  Of  conne  itii- 
mewe  delays  occur  in  tihia  way ;  the  offiee«  arc 
open  24  hours,  aud  eome  of  the  clerks  arc  (iri 
duty  24  hours.  It  is  a  very  long  time  for  clerks 
to  be  ill  office*  and  at  night  after  12  o'clock,  it  is 
ftcommnn  thing  that  instead  of  kcc]ilnu:  up  tlicir 
woik,  tlicy  sii  Uowji  ami  smoke,  and  go  to  sleep 
until  six  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Tbow  is  ther^ 
fare  a  delay  of  aiz  hours^  which  cauMa  an  aoco^ 

weatward  or  eastward,  and  it  tkrowe  the 
jes  very  likely  :i  iluy  nut. 
IWO.  They  have  no  regular  clumge  of  clerksj 
Iiave  they  ?  —  No ;  the  clerks  are  on  dnty  24 
bonr?.  and  -tflr48  houri<. 

ViW.  Ou  the  Persian  Gulf  line,  they  have  re- 
gular watches,  have  fhoynot? — Ycti,  "l  believe 
have ;  they  divide  their  time,  I  think,  into 
cignt  hourfl  or  less  than  that  even,  as  far  as  I 
lemember. 

194ji.  la  what  seaaon  of  the  year  does  the  A^ia 
Minor  line  work  best  ? — After  May ;  from  May 

op  to  Xovcmtcr. 

1943.  ^\.ud  during  the  wiuter  muntlis  it  id 
more  liable  to  interference? — Yes;  in  the  winter 
montlis  in  Asia  Minor,  <m  account  of  (he  t^now 
through  the  valleys,  and  in  the  spring  mouths  in 
Turkish  Arabia,  on  account  of  the  rushes  of  water 
down  from  the  raoantainsj  which  very  often  wash 
the  poles  away,  and  we  have  been  broken  down 
for  12  and  14  davr-  owini,'  to  that,  ami  cnuM  \wK 
do  anything  ou  account  of  the  water  ru?hiiig 
down  and  deluiiinL^  tlie  beds  of  the  rivers. 

1944.  Sh;iU  you  always  be  liaulo  to  that? — 
In  the  piuci  t!  where  they  aic  subject  to  that, 
tiiey  have  fixed  iron  poles  aud  well  stayed  them 
with  brickwork  and  eo  on,  so  that  I  ^mk  now 
itiB  aM»st  likely  It  will  not  he  so  much  the  case ; 
the  xcciilfnt.s  will  not  be  fo  ficqucut. 

194^.  I'uu  will  always  be  liable  to  broken 
virta  in  winter  in  Asia  Minor,  will  you  not  ? — 
Yc?,  !)iit  they  can  he  taken  out  of  those  valleys 
and  Ue  put  on  to  the  bcsiteu  track  where  you  can 
go  the  whole  year  round.  For  instance,  we  left 
Cowtantinople  on  the  ith  of  January  in  tiie  middle 
of  winter,  and  we  were  up  to  the  middle  in  snow 
all  the  way,  but  wc  co\ilu  travel  *.  but  where  the 
line  is  taken,  the  enow  was  up  almost  to  the 
taps  of -die  poles,  and  the  wires  tonehing  the  snow, 

1946.  Will  uoi  thib  route  be  alwaj'S  ojien  to 
tliosc  objections? — >»o,  the  route  can  be  alterad 
ud  can  be  worked  all  tin;  year  round  eaafly^ 
vhere  tlie  enow  will  never  aSccl  it. 

I^'t7.  You  have  described  the  course  of  the 
uoe  which  you  erected  from  Bagdad  by  the 
banks  of  the  Enpiuratas,  that  goes  to  Kunm  and 
from  there  to  the  head  of  the  Pennan  Onlf ;  do 

043. 


you  consider  that  timt  t!u>  bjst  roulo  ?— It  is 
undoubtedly  the  best;  in  fact  at  the  time  it  was 
the  <Hily  avaUnblc  route. . 

194S.  Do  you  consider  it  betfer  than  by  tho 
Tigris?' — Yc> ;  the  Arabs  arc  far  more  settled 
than  on  the  Tigris ;  lour  years  ago  it  would  liave 
been  impossible  to  have  got  a  line  there  when  we 
started  with  the  line  down  the  Euphrates  ;  all 
the  way  down  the  Tigris  there  arc  numbers  of 
email  tribes.  I  cannot  toll  how  many  tribes  there 
are,  and  those  tribes  are  always  fighting; 
whereas  on  the  Eunhnvtes  it  is  through  the 
Moutefidje  district  all  the  'A  ay. 

1949.  Have  you  now  tlf  uieans  of  getting 
?tr>re«  by  ■water  rni  fhe  Euphrates? — Yes;  wc 
bruuglit  up  all  (jui-  sti>i-es  by  the  Euphrates; 
there  is  one  ])lace  where  the  water  is  very  shallow, 
we  had  small  boats,  where  the  banks  of  the 
Euphrates  are  broken  away  for  1$  mites;  in  fact, 
it  is  a  complete  scu. 

19J0.  Y'ou  cannot  send  any  steamers  up?— 
No;  not  any  farther  than  Suk-esh-Shinekh, 
about  !,')()  niili\<  almve  Bu^'-f a-a.  Fm-  1")  mile?, 
as  1  saiii,  ihe  buuk^  uf  llic  river  iU't  brukcu  away, 
and  it  is  a  perfect  soa  on  each  side,  and  then 
above  Suk-csh-Shinekh  there  is  plenty  of  water 
in  the  river  again,  where  steamers  could  s;o. 

19.31.  Are  the  Arabs  pretty  w  ell  .-etfle  !  there 
now  ? — Yes,  they  were  very  quiet  indeed  when  I 
came  away,  and  all  tlie  time  we  were-  jiutting  up 
the  line  (alter  we  were  faii-ly  star'''i1),  they  were 
<juict;  the  alieik  \-,  appointed  I'ur  tluec  years;  a 
year  and  a  half  of  the  tiiuc  is  gone  now,  I  sup- 
pose; when  the  time  is  tip,  if  they  a]ipoint 
another  sheik,  it  is  a  fpiesiiou  whether  there  will 
not  be  a  revolt  in  thi-  country  again ;  if  a  new 
sheik  is  appointed,  probably  there  Av  ill  bo,  and 
the  chances  are  that  something  will  haj>pea  to 
the  line,  but  a?  long  as  the  j>resent  slu  ik  holds 
ottice  it  is  all  right,  the  line  will  bu  pit>tected. 

1952.  Thcu  we  are  Si  -  i  >  he  surprised  if  there 
should  be  an  interruption  ari-'^ing  from  the  Arabs 
beiu"  iu  revolt  ? — Not  if  there  is  an  alteration  in 
the  slieik  jhip. 

Do  you  know  anything  of  the  working 
from  Teheran  and  Bnshire? — I  know  that  up  to 
the  time  when  I  left,  they  were  workin^^  the 
\hnle  line  from  nnc'lnd  and  Teheran  and 
Bushire  in  summer  ;  it  v.ink.-:  very  well  indeed* 
it  is  a  \i'X\<ji  length;  they  Imvc  breaks  down 
there  as  at  any  other  ^>laces. 

1954.  Are  there  English  signallers  ilierc? — 
Yes ;  there  are  English  signallers  right  through, 
from -Bagdad  toBusniiv. 

ID.'jS.  At  Teheran  to  Sl,iraz  rmd  Bushire? — 
Yes;  there  arc  Engli:>h  si^aiallers  at  all  those 

places. 

IP'iG.  D(»  you  kiKJw  auything  ci'  the  wmkiug 
of  the  line  frvini  Xt  hcran  to  Russia  aud  i  itiis? — 
I  do  not  know  anything  abottt  it  any  fiu'thcr  tluB 
I  know  that  it  works  very  badly ;  I  had  a  com* 
mnnication  lately  from  Major  Chami>ain,  now  in 
Coiistaniini.ple.  and  he  says  it  is  workiut;-  \eiy 
badly  indeed ;  messages  that  have  been  sent 
Aat  way  have  been  deuyed  a  very  long  time,  and 
he  wrote  In  me  to  a!*k  me  if  I  could  do  anything 
to  prevent  messages  being  sent  titat  way.  Aleii- 
flwes  going  by  Russia  have  been  three  weeks, 
and  so  on,  at  the  same  time  that  tnessrtges  from 
Constantinople  to  India  and  to  En^^laud  have 
been  going  through  iu  two  days,  thcreft)re  1  am 
led  to  brieve  that  the  Kuaeiau  line  is  very 
diefective;  and  in  Persia  also  they  have  been 
rather  unfortunate;  theylutve  been  nroken  down 
X  3  there 
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(hero  for  some  con.sklenible  time  through  liMvy 
Greener  titonus,  Major  Champain  informed  me. 

Riq. '        lO.'ST.  Do  you  know  anj'thh^jr  of  the  inJprnal 

linc.>  ill  IniliM  Itotween  Ivih  tmi  Iu  ;  ;iu;l  Ciu/utta 
and  Bumbay  •■ — I  <lunot  knuw  much  about  them. 
I  have  nicrd  v  ])iisricct  through  that  part  of  India 
on  my  way  out  three  year-  :  the  line:*  then 
ajipcare'l  t"  mc  to  be  iu  a  veiy  bad  coiKlition  :  I 
iimde  many  iii<iuirle^  of  the  state  of  the  lino  from 
Bombay  to  Kiirrachee,  an<l  1  was  then  told  it 
wa»  very  seldom  that  merchant  got  their  mes- 
ga^rcs  tliroti^rh  in  leM  than  three  or  four  days; 
that  was  in  1»63. 

1958.  That  line  is  abont  500  miles,  is  it  not  ? 
— Yc!*,  it  i*  about  50<3  mile:^.  At  that  time  they 
were  finding  very  jfreat  fuult,  l>nt  I  iinaffinc  that 
it  will  now  soon  I  !•  1 't  iter.  You  must  under- 
etaml  that  they  had  no  iii-iilation,  or  if  they  had 
an^  it  wa^  very  bad,  owing  to  the  wet  and  one 
tjhuig  and  mmtlirr. 

1959.  liOixl  Robert  MmiayueA  Where  was  it 
ihat  Tou  said  the  AraHi*  cnt  tlie  line;  wao  it 
betwc  n  lla-ilai!  and  liead  > 4' rl'c  Persian  Gulf? 
— Yet>,  between  Bagdad  auti  the  head  i»f  the 

infiti.  Wr»-  that  from  a  sidrit  of  aniniot^itv,  or 
from  cujiiditv,  do  you  think? — It  wa:?  a  little  bit 
of  miachicf,  and  in  a  fit  of  pitj^ue  witJi  the  Sheik, 
and  they  cut  it  down,  but  it  was  not  on  our 
acconnt  at  all:  it  was  «pite  aji^lnst  him.  On 
one  (i<-t  a-i..ii.  just  after  we  had  got  the  line  up. 
and  we  were  goiuff  ahead  with  the  work,  we  had 
about  two  miles  of  wire  cut  down ;  they  did  not 
tor.'  l;  the  iHi.-it?,  but  mere'v  rut  the  wire  and 
toi>k  it  away.  Some  of  my  people  went  back  to 
see  what  was  the  matter,  and  -  they  found  that 
some  Arabs  had  taken  the  wire  and  made  a 
bridge  across  a  canal,  where  they  had  some  tliou- 
^and.<^  of  -lici  j»,  that  they  wanted  i  '  cti^s-;;  they 
had  stretched  wires  aeros6  tliis  oaiuU,  and  put  a 
lot  of  meA9  on  them ;  the  pUoe  is  very  marshy, 
witli  i  i  cd  r>\\  Iipj:  alioui  13  fcct  hlirh,  and  they 
laid  tlio-^e  rcetls  acro.-»s  ujiou  the  pieces  of  wire 
and  made  a  land  of  little  bridge  for  the  sh«^  to 
cross. 

1961.  What  is  to  prevent  their  doing  the  same 
mischief  now  ? — Tliey  do  not  care  about  doing  it 
now  j  they  thought  tiwt  they  would  like  to  ^  it 
just  in  Ihe  same  w»y  as  tliey  do  in  England 
up  to  tliis  day,  when  new  telegraph  lines  are  put 
up. 

1962.  Except  in  cai^e  of  a  revolt,  you  think 
they  arc  not  likely  f<i  do  it  again?— There  is 
not  the  least  chance,  1  tlauk. 

1963.  If  they  should  do  3<>,  is  there  anytliing 
to  prevent  a  message  beina  sent  round  through 
Persia  to  join  the  Persdan  Gulf  line  at  Bushire  ? 
—  No;  that  couM  In'  done,  an<l  it  will  Ix^  done 
more  satisfactorily  very  shortly,  bccauH;  about 
next  November  I  think  they  will  have  a  second 
\^-irc  tn  PiM-ia,  vliich  will  make  all  rhc  difference. 
They  have  been  broken  down  very  much  this 
winter  in  Per-;Ia,  but  it  is  simply  became,  in  one 
or  two  places,  they  have  maile  the  line  thi-ough 
die  Talleys  instead  of  keeping  on  the  high  ground  ; 
but  tliat  will  be  alteixjd  now. 

1964.  Is  there  no  other  portion  of  the  line 
where  the  natiTea  would  be  likely  to  cut  it,  or 
injuM  it  at  all? — No.  Tlie  Arab  di^trir!  the 
mo>t  dangerous,  but  it  is  safe  enough  a?  Ion";  as 
the  pre^t^nt  Sheik  if?  in  his  place,  but  if  anythin-; 
should  hapiKjn,  there  is  the  Teheran  nuitc.  I 
might  observe,  that  on  ray  vray  home  IVoin  Diav- 
benr  towards  Constantinople  (I  came  tfaroi^ 


Asia  Minor  home),  I  saw  tiiat  the  Turks  had 
put  up  a  third  wire  which  was  meant  to  take  ths 
Alexandria  work,  in  order  to  reUeve  the  two 

Cou-taiitiiicplo  wires  of  any  work  i-umiug  from 
Cou^iaulinople  ;  tlie  ti)tid  f  urkisli  work  tor 
was  t«)  be  sent  by  tlii~  third  wire  to  Inar^ 
bekir.  However,  instead  i>t  tlicir  junting  up 
insulatorji.  they  had  merely  stapied  the  wres 
up  to  the  poles  all  the  way,  and  in  some 
phoes  they  had  diiven  in  a  nail  and  twHted 
the  wire  two  or  thrse  times  tightly  romid 
the  head  of  t  u-  nal!.  I  remember  when  I  gut  to 
Siva«,  the  Kuglish  clerk  on  duty  there  came  t* 
me,  at  the  house  where  I  was  stopping,  and  hs 
said,  we  have  liad  a  third  wire  put  \\y  from  Diar- 
bckir,  g»'ii»g  on  to  Scutari,  but  he  eaid  we  can- 
not work  it  cither  up  or  down.  Isaidldoaol 
think  it  is  likely  that  you  will,  as  it  happens  not 
to  bo  insulated  in  any  way.  He  e-aid  we  never 
knew  a  word  ulxnit  tlmt  ;  our  inspector  never 
told  us  that  there  were  no  insulators.  That  ii  s 
specimen  of  the  way  Ae  Turks  do  ifaeir  woHc 
It  veiy  likely  that  money  waa  granted  to  pi  ! 
up  this  wire  an<l  the  inr!u!af<»rs,  but  the  iusuia- 
tiirs  never  finunl  ilioii-  way  tliere.  That  is  just 
the  t^ort  of  thing  that  is  done  in  Turkey,  aui 
excepting  we  can  get  stnae  alteration  iu  ihe 
management,  1  (hi  not  think  there  is  nmah 
dumce  of  our  dutug  muoh  good. 

1965.  Sir  Henry  RawUman.']  When  yon  wsat 
with  C'lloii'  l  Ki  udkil]  I.)  ins]ii-ct  tin.'  line,  did 
vou  not  find  that  the  porcelain  insulators  were  in 
a  bat!  condition,  and  recommend  that  they  should 
be  alt.  red? — Vc-s,  that  ihey  should  be  altSfsd 
and  replaced  by  stronger  insulators. 

1966.  All' I  that  has  never  been  done  r— Tlut 
ha«  never  been  done.  There  were  parts  of  the 
line  when  1  cauie  through  Asia  Minor  tfaftt  VSm 
in  a  much  Itetter  cimdition,  because  I  saw  that 
the  insulators  had  been  rephu»ed. 

1967.  "Wen  the  insnlaton  that  w«(«  replMsd 
the  r'aine  .^r>rt  of  insulators  that  wsnusedbelbisf 
— i  es,  tJic  same  kind. 

1968.  In  yotir  representati<m  you  took  objec- 
tion, did  you  not,  to  the  system  of  ]toreelaia 
inyulatoi"!!? — Yes;  1  said  tliat  they  were  ta» 
fi"agile  iu  my  report  to  Colonel  Kemball,  and 
he  recommendt'd,  m  the  porcelain  ones  broks, 
to  put  in  stronger  insulators.    Siemera^s  insnla* 

lators  havr  never  !)r<ikoii;  tlie  Itis\dation  is  U')t 
tH>  giHHl,  but  Still  it  is  good  enoi^h  tor  a  oountnr 
like  INirkish  Arabia  and  Asia  lunor,  wheite  it  v 
so  Tery  dry. 

1969.  iVrc  tlie  jtorcehun  insulators  contiuuai 
the  whole  way  from  Ooastaatiniopie  to  Bagdad? 
— Yes. 

1970.  But  not  from  Ragdad  to  tiie  head  of  ths 

gulf? — Xo :  Sii  niL'ns's  i|i)u!>li-  insulator.s  on  ca*t- 
irou  arms  arc  u^cd  f  rom  iiagdad  to  tlie  head 
die  Persian  Gulf 

1971.  The  convention  provide?-,  does  it  not, 
that  in  tlie  t^c  of  the  Knglisli  wire  beoomiug 
out  of  order,  the  messages  shall  be  sent  by  ths 
other  wire,  the  second  wire  ? — 'Yes. 

1972.  Is  that  course  followed  out? — ^Yes.  I 
believe  that  is  done,  as  far  as  It  i-  ixj.-^Iiilo  ;  they 
do  very  well  in  that  way  \  they  are  very  accom- 
modating, they  never  ohjeet  to  it. 

1973.  Hu\  o  the  (iovernment  me-isn^e-  priority, 
or  do  they  j«ud  jmijlic  and  private  mcssMSi 
aocording  to  their  order  ? — Sopposiu};  the  Eagnab 
wire  were  broken,  and  wc  were  pending  work 
through  titc  otlier  wire,  the  Turkish  tjrovernment 
messages  would  eertsinly  take  priority  over  ours. 
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;97-J.  I  run  -(M^akinp  now  of  the 
jM-ati  piibUo  jutd^  private^  lueMsgee 


Itt'lo-Eiir  >- 

,      .  .  „    ,  l»ve  tho 

BeMa-jes  of  tlie  Bnglisl)  Govemment  priority  of 

doixitch  over  the  English  wire!' — I  do  nut 
know;  1  tJo  not  tliink  tliey  have,  but  I  camuit 
i|i««k  poritivcly  on  that  point.  It  was  very  few 
m^^^irw  that  the  Enwlish  (Tovcruincut  hail  sent 
II]  to  the  time  u  hcn  I  left  liiufdad ;  bm  I 
gearcrly  think  tliey  have  prioritj,  I  beUeve  they 
nke  tiieir  turn  tnrith  other  meeMgee,  as  far  as  I 


Ifir5.  With  rc-.'anl  to  the  track  of  tlic  line 
liuviKh  Asia  Minor,  in  the  first  place,  the  track 
A«ai  fnold  or  Angora  to  Jy^gat  and  Sivns  is  not 
ill*  caravfl'^  liru'.  f  liolieve? — No;  ititftOriMfr' 
eountry  line,  not  the  jmwi  i»a<l. 

Wd  you  niaki-  any  objection  t«  that 
vIm«  you  name  thnni«;li  the  <onntry  with 
Ck>!«mel  KeuabaU  ? — Wu  did  \w\  nmke  any  ob- 
jfftion  to  the  route  tlie  line  took,  ;>■«  far  iv*  its 
■01  being  on  the  poet  road  wa;s  couccraed>  bc- 
enne  tlie  mate  that  we  went  was  {vood.  There  \%  a 
l>«ilcii  trrr -k  through  that  i»nr?  "f  tlir  r.iUj.iry: 
bill  Tc  oiyeeted  to  the  route  that  the  liue  took, 
iui-much  as  it  went  btrai^bt  acroee  the  country, 
litrougli  ravines,  and  ovor  mrnintainf ,  and  through 
tallm.  instead  of  takini;  a  nioru  circuitous 
mute  and  keeping  'he  heaten  track,  wliere  it 
rouid  have  been  gone  over  at  any  time  of  the 
yetr.  When  we  went  it  was  in  ttie  middle  of 
lit  winter,  and  tJie  snow  was  deepest  then ; 
loiuael  Kemball  wa«  very  auxioua  to  eee  it  at 
Ae  veiy  worst.  We  went  comparatiTely  easily ; 
d  ci>ur-!«  we  \\  ore  deep  In  tlic  snow,  but  b6U 
Ti  ll  could  go  tiver  it  at  any  time, 

1977.  I  pre^mne  tliat  really  the  worr't  part  of 
tlK  liiw  in  winter  the  bit  between  Kerkuk 
nd  Diarbekir? — There  io  a  very  bad  part  there, 
bu:  it  doei*  not  over  the  Maharal)  Dagh,  it 
fi*!*  throngli  the  other  mountain  im^s.  The 
Mit  iv  i?  very  deefi,  and  there  are  12  huts  placed 
t'lere  for  the  men  to  live  in.  Colonel  Kend)all 
luJ  objected  to  that  route  very  inueh :  he  went 
vx\  saw  it,  I  <lld  not :  hut  still  he  thought  it  was 
not  (ufiicieutly  bad  t  >  it  altered  and  brought 
•w  the  Maharab  Da^li.  There  has  never  been 
any  breui;  or  stoppage  *inoe  iIk  lli'e  was  up, 
mii  therefore  i  do  not  think  tliat  there  is  any 
partiettlar  objeotion  to  the  route. 

197ft.  Rut,  considering  thnt  tlic  1'nc  frmn  \)vw- 
Ukir  through  Syria  to  Ale.xandrin  wmuM  avoid 
At  preat  natural  difficulty  of  the  mmw-  in  Asia 
ilinor,  (in  not  you  \\\\\\\  tliat  it  would  he  of  great 
a»fiortan<-e  to  have  thai  uj?  an  alternative  line? — 
Mo*t  decidedly.  If  the  Turks  would  work  that 
jiieoc  of  line  up  to  our  requirements  it  would  be 
1  great  henefit,  and  it  would  always  keep  us  open 
M  rlie  winter  time.  (If  course.  thruUL'h  a  coiiiitry 
like  Ajsia  Minor,  there  must  be  a  certain  tear  of 
tblbe  being  broken  down,  as  there  is  so  much 
mm. 

1979.  Au*l  as  there  is  an  artu  le  iu  the  cou- 
^mion  stipulating  that  any  modifioatious  that 
ou^t  aopear  uaenil  should  be  subsequently  in- 
Wueed,  yon  think,  do  you  not,  that  it  would  be 
^ery  desiraV'le  t  >  Ining  the  iiiic',r">  far  u-s  Turkey 
*  <x)nrerneti.  from  Diarhekir  towards  El-iVrish, 
iiwler  the  same  conditions  aa  the  Indo-Enropean 
line? — Most  decidedly  it  would  he  much  better 
ia  every  case  where  that  could  be  done. 

1980.  With  regard  to  the  line  between  Diar- 
^kir  and  Mostil,  I  believe  it  goes  through 
I>iubelture  and  not  down  in  the  phun? — Tes»  it 
naps  ^  on  the  lii^  gronndt 


li'si.  l<  it  in  gixxl  working  order  generally, 
iothatjtart? — Very  good.  It  is  a  very  rough 
road,  but  it  wu  taken  that  way  to  avoid  the 
Aral)  ,  (uid  it  ie  a  very  difSonlt  country  to  get 

over. 

11»S2.  It  <:oes  through  .Midijad,  does  it  not? — 
^  e.-i,  hut  it  in  kejit  in  very  goo<l  working  order. 
There  is  uo  siiuw  to  couteud  agaiujit.  It  is 
merely  jast  a  roiigh  country,  and  the  line  men 
are  very  close  in  that  part 

1983.  I  believe  that  you  stated  that  there  is 
11'  danger  from  the  Arahs  any  where,  except  in 
tiic  lower  country  ;  have  there  never  been  any 
difficulties  between  Mosul  and  liagdad  ? — When 
the  line  wa-  fir-it  opened  there  were. 

1984.  I  believe  that  a  eubsiily,  or  black  mail, 
is  paid  to  those  tribes  istill,  in  onler  to  induce 
thcni  to  respect  the  liue  of  ttdegrajth  ? — I  am  not 
certain  whether  it  is  f^till  ke^»t  up  or  not.  It  was 
dor.c.  1  knou-.  hut  whether  it  t^  still  going  on,  I 
do  not  know.  There  is  nothing  paid  below 
Bagdad,  nut  a  pcniiv  ;  hut  whether  the  Shahmur 
ficeivc  nnyttiiii.r  1  do  nor  !^r,ll^\•:  hnt,  at  all 
events,  tlic  line  luw  never  been  touched  since  the 
fir?t  opening  of  it. 

Has  there  never  been  any  interrujition  ? 
— Speaking  fr<,ui  uieiuory,  it  nui-t  he  about  two 
year*"  ago.  1  think,  that  they  broke  the  wires,  but 
they  did  not  do  much  barm.  And  just  befora  we 
went  down  in  1860  Aev  bad  knocked  a  few  pdes 
down :  but  there  has  been  notid^g  yery  serions 
done. 

IttKH.  \\  ith  reganl  to  the  lower  portion  of  the 
line,  of  which  you  have  given  «»me  vcrv'  interests 
ing  evidence,  you  are  aware,  are  youuot,  timt  in 
the  finst  in.-<tancc  it  was  proposed  to  can  v  the 
line  down  the  Tigris,  and  that  wires  were  actually 
bud  as  fiir  as  Koot  '1 — Yes. 

19m7.  Has  that  wire  been  all  taken  up  again? 
— Yes.  it  was  taken  up. 

1 98b.  You  also  state,  do  you  not,  that  yon 
consider  the  Euphratc^  line  lu  the  very  uuioh 
more  ,suf<(  a?  regard.-  the  Ambd  tluui  the  Tigris 
line?— 1  think  m\  in  1664  most  decidedly  I 
ahouid  say  that  that  was  so. 

And  you  attribute  that  mainly  to  iho 
1  '  \v(  1  of  the  Sheikh  of  MontcHdje  Yes. 

1990.  But  the  worst  tiart  i«  out  of  the  juris- 
diction of  Alontefidje,  between  Diwanieh  and 
Sruniira,  where  you  have  the  Klnizil  and 
All  IJiagc.' — Btit  still  the  Monteridjc  iia> 
liower,  1  Ivelieve. 

1991.  There  is  no  black  mail  paid  to 
Kluizil  ? — No,  not  a  cent  all  through. 

1992.  At  pre.-<ent  the  country  is  <|uite  trauquil 
through  Diwanieh  and  Khuaiif — Yes. 

1993.  There  is  a  Ihirkish  ^[arrieon  in  Diwanieh, 

i.-  lint  thcrt;'-'-  A'c^,  and  ;il  Suuuu-a  UoW. 

ly94.  Does  that  liue  go  tiirough  Siuuiuu? — 
No,  it  keeps  On  the  east  side  of  the  riTer. 

1995.  It  goes  round  the  lake,  I  supjiose? — 

Y  es. 

199(k  You  have  stated  that  the  river  now 
above  Suk-«sh-Shiueckh  overflows  its  banks?— 
Yes. 

n*!'7.  AntI  it  forms  a  large  iiiar^h? — Yes:  we 
keep  awav  tc>  the  left ;  to  the  eastward  ot  8uk- 
esh-Shiuckh ;  we  keej)  on  the  high  ground  to  the 
ea-stwnrd  of  the  river. 

l!»ft^.  Hut  in  80  doimjyou  come  nearer  to  the 
Arabs  of  the  Jubbel  Shatnur? — Yes;  but  Ido 
not  think  theycome  across  there  at  all.  I  never 
heard  of  it.  TRte  liue  has  never  been  touched  at 
that  part  by  them.  If  anything  does  h«vp^'"  ^ 
» 4  the 
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tlio  ^Moiiteildio  Slicik  there  is  a  chance  of  tlic  line 
ln'iiiji  iujiirt'il. 

WJi).  Arc  you  not  aware  tbat  in  that  particu- 
lar part  of  the  country  the  normal  state  is  revolt  ? 

• — ^  OS.  1  am. 

20(M>.  It  i?i  a  iK'rfectl'.  t  >  ]4i<>ual  case,  is  it 
not,"  t' fin<l  the  i\/nntciiiljc  Shtik  :a  i=nch  power 
i(-  lo  bo  aMo  toki'cj)  the  Arabs  in  i  tdoi  about  the 
junction  of  the  Tigris  and  the  Eii|(hratcs? — I 
think  that  (hirinj^  the  \mt  18  mouths,  since  wc 
^ctartcd  with  the  line,  and  since  the  present  Sbeik 
has  been  Sheik,  tliey  have  heen  in  a  more  quir  t 

iiiood  than  they  li:i\c  l.jrii  lunny  yriir^  :  1 
have  heard  bo.  lie  seems  to  manage  them  v\  ell, 
and  it  is  to  he  hoped  that  he  will  not  be  rcmiaxi], 
b'lt  nf  ( ~t  lln  ri  is  uo  certainty  in  it.  The 
Pnsiia  oi  Bagdad,  Aanuiek  Pallia,  is  nut  very 
likely  to  remove  him,  I  thitik. 

2001.  Is  Xannick  Pu^lia  favournblL'  t<.  the 
telegraph  now? — I  cau  scarcely  say  whether  he 
U  or  not;  he  gave  us  a  great  deal  of  trouble 
while  wc  were  constructing  it ;  he  did  not  put 
any  actual  obstacles  iu  the  way,  but  he  gave  us 
a  great  deal  of  trouble ;  he  did  not  want  va  to 
interfere  in  the  matter. 

2002.  Have  vou  any  repeating  stations  between 
Bagdad  .md  j^'aoP—We  repeat  sometimes  at 
Diwaniyeh,  but  not  always. 

2003.  And  have  you  a  signaller  at  Diwauiyeh 
who  understand.s  English  ? — He  is  just  t^ood 
as  the  rest  of  them;  he  understands  English  very 
imperfectly. 

2004.  The  arrangement  provided  fur  in  the 
convention  h  to  this  efiect — the  Turkish  govcm- 
ment  engages  to  appoint  a  staff  at  all  the  stations 
along  the  line  between  Constantinople  and  Fao, 
pufses^ing  a  kuo^vledge  of  the  English  language 
sufficient  for  the  perfect  performance  of  that  im- 
jtortant  service:  .are  you  of  n]nnion  that  that 
provision  if  earrie<l  out  ?~  1  think  it  is  not ;  they 
do  not  uiulcrstand  the  English  language  suffi- 
ciently well  to  do  their  duty  properly,  and  that 
h  a  great  drawhaclc. 

2U0').  Who  arc  the  ]'<  n|ilo  that  are  nrtually 
employed  in  transmitting  messages;  arc  they 
Annenians  who  have  learned  English  at  Coii> 
etuntino])le? — Yes,  Armenians, Greeks,  and  some 
Italiauu?. 

2i006.  Arc  there  no  English  at  all?— There 

is  one  Englishman  at  l?agdad,  artotlirr  at 
SivAc,  and  another  at  Diarbekir;  they  %verc 
ajipointed,  as  1  have  stated  before,  by  Colond 
Stewart,  to  examine  the  messages,  to  see  if  there 
were  any  faults  in  the  messages  when  they 
arrived  at  tlio.^r  r-tntimi-  ;  tlicy  w  ere  uof  aininiutcd 
to  send  messages,  but  that  arrangement  has  not 
been  carried  out,  and  they  haTe  never  done  tliat 
duty. 

2007.  It  is  also  stated  that,  It's  officers"  (that 
is  to  say  the  officers  of  the  Turhieh  government), 
"  and  especially  the  station  master,  shall  be 
selected  from  the  Ottoman  telegraph  officials, 
who  are  thoroughly  conversant  with  the  English 
language so  that  the  station  master  at  every 
one  of  the  great  stations  between  Constantint>t)le 
and  Fao  ought,  .ncc^rfllii;:  t.-  tli>'  term*  ni"  tnis 
cun\ cntiiui,  to  be  thoroughly  conver.sant  with  the 
£ngii>h  language':' — Yes. 

200S.  At"  the  whole  of  the  11  nlafiuns  that 
yon  havi'  uicntiftned,  i.s  that  provision  carried 
out? — Ko:  till  y  (ii>  u]ii!«u-ataild  the  English 
language  S'UiKciciitly  well  to  carry  on  the  tele- 
graphic bnrincBS}  uat  proririon  is  not  Complied 


with,  and  that  is  what  1  have  said  all  along,  is 

the  great  drawbat  k  t  '  tin-  Tnrki-li  line. 

2001).  Are  you  aware  whether  there  has  been 
any  i>re.'^sure  put  iqion  the  Turkii^h  govemnwiit 
tn  rnn  y  nr.t  (  nn^;i„-cincnt  ? — Yes,  I  think 

so ;  I  ;uii  aware  that  the  English  Guvcrnment 
hn\c  been  doing  all  they  poesioly  can  to  get  it 
carried  out. 

2010.  And  to  what  do  you  attribute  their 
failure? — I  imagine  it  is  one  of  those  things 
which  it  takes  the  Turks  a  long  time  before  ther 
will  move  in  the  matter ;  I  bare  no  doubt  i(  will 
hr  (lone  eventually;  I  think  it  i«  only  a  matter 
I't"  time. 

2i)ll.  Are  you  aware  of  any  forcitrn  pressure 
being  exciied  in  the  contrnrv  direction? — I  have 
heard  th.nt  the  reason  why  tlicy  have  not  allowed 
us  to  have  English  signallers  has  been  on  account 
of  tlie  pressure  from  ibreign  Governments^  lirom 
Pranoe  and  Russia,  but  whether  it  is  so  or  not 
I  do  not  kiiDw;  I  liave  heanl  that  that  i-^  tlii:: 
cu-f,  and  I  think  it  is  quite  likely  ;  howt  vcr,  the 
'i'clieran  line  will  always  be  a  gn  at  advantage 
in  the  samenmnr.cr  as  the  Diiuliekir  and  iJcyront 
line  will  be;  in  case  anything  does  happen  in  the 
Arab  distriety  ire  shall  bave  the  Teberan  line  to 
fall  back  upon. 

2012.  With  regard  to  the  line  through  Persia, 
is  i(  arranged  at  Bagdad  and  Bushlre  ri'-j>tc- 
tivelv,  whether  messages  shall  come  by  JBussorah 
and  Diwaniyeh,  or  through  Perria,  mere  being 
two  alteriKiti^  e  lines? — The  ni-rangeincTit  is,  that 
one  halt  oi  the  messages  go  via  Teheran,  and 
the  other  half  via  Fao. 

2013.  Both  coming  and  going  ? — Yes. 

2014.  That  is  to  say,  half  of  the  messages 
daily  ? — Yes,  ludf  of  the  messages  daily  ;  but  that 
has  never  been  carried  out  ibr  this  reason,  that 
diere  has  been  only  one  wire  in  Persui,  and  ftir 
12  hours  in  the  day  it  ha?  been  in  the  hands  of 
tlic  Persians  to  work,  and  wc  have  only  had  the 
line  the  other  12  hours,  therefore  we  have  never 
liccii  able  til  ;^cnd  from  Bagdad  half  the  uurk  hy 
IVi  ^ia,  aud  tlie  Turks  have  always  got  three  |)ttrts 
ol  it.  for  that  reason. 

2015.  Are  the  messages  sufficient  to  keep  the 
wire  constantly  working  on  the  Turkisb  line?— 
Up  to  a  short  time  back  I  heard  that  they  were 
working  fully,  but  they  hat!  a  long  break  down, 
add  people  got  frightened  of  it,  I  suppose,  sad 
then  there  was  not  vrdrk  sufficient.  But  at  one 
time  there  were  lOO  aud  odd  ujessages  passing 
through  Bagdad  daily. 

2016.  Aud  you  work  day  and  nigbtl— Yea; 
the  offices  are  onen  24  hours,  and  the  deiki  are 
siij }  cd  to  work,  but  they  do  network  atoi^t} 
they  go  to  sleep. 

2017.  There  is  a  statement  contained  in  a  re> 

Sort  of  Mr.  Cruirtciinv  from  Constuntinnple, 
ated  the  2lst  of  Ftd  ruary  last,  -aying  "  on  liie 
8th  instant,**  thai  is  to  fay,  on  the  8ih  of  February, 
"  I  sent  a  nie^-^age  direct,"  that  is  fron>  Conatanti- 
noj»lc  to  Kiu  raulice,"  the  acknowledgment  of 
which  was  received  here,"  that  is,  back  at  (\)r.- 
stantinoplc  "  three  minutes  afterwards."  Did  you 
ever  hear  of  this  circumstance  befinre  ? — No,  I 
have  not  heard  uf  it. 

2018.  Do  you  think  it  nossible  ?— I  suppose 
that  at  certain  times  it  would  be. 

2019.  As  the  message  has  to  gn  to  the  east, 
and  return  from  the  cast  to  the  west,  thjc  one 
longitude  corrects  the  other? — Yes, precisely. 

2020.  That  allows  simply  three  minutes  for 
the  whole  distance  from  Constantinople  to  Fao, 

where 
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where  it  must  have  hp.cn  repcateil,  and  to  Kur- 
i«chce  and  back  to  Fao  and  CoDfitantmopIe  ? — 
It  is  very  (\niA  indeed  to  have  d(»e  thai.  Hoir- 
ever,  if  they  were  all  radj  end  looking  fur  it,  it 
ought  be  <l(me. 

2021.  \\  liat  ifl  the  quickest  time  that  vou  arc 
aware  of  from  Conatantinople  to  Fuo? — Wchavc 
maay  timed  sent  meHSitgcij  direct,  wkich  have 
gone  just  as  quickly  as  we  arc  now  talkin<; ;  and 
It  would  bo  done  olwaja  if  tbej  would  look 
after  didr  imtmuente.  On  two  or  tliTee  dayB 
of  the  week  they  work  direct  if  they  can  j^ct 
tbe  clerks  in  a  humour  to  look  after  their  in- 
rtnunenta;  but  on  the  other  tiiree  or  finur  deje 
they  will  not  adjust  tiielr  in^fniment«,and  oodbo- 
quently  they  cannot  send  through  relays. 

2022.  Do  messages  generally  come  direct  from 
Xotmohee  to  Fao^  «v  eie  mSj  vqiented  in  the 


interval  ?— They  arc  repealed  generally ;  Mr. 
Wulton  id  iierc,  from  the  Persian  lina,  who  will 
be  able  to  tell  the  Committee  more  about  tbe 
Gulf  line  than  I  can,  hut  I  belioTe  the  flMflMgee 
arc  generally  repeated. 

8023.  You  have  not  porBonally  visited  the 
Persian  line? — No^  not  p^aonalhr;  I  have  not 
been  on  the  Peroea  line  at  all;  I  kave  been 
exelusivcly  in  TiuImj,  between  Fao  and  Coih 
etantinoplc 

2024.  CAomiMtn.l  In  the  case  of  that  mesaage 
which  went  througn  in  three  minufc?,  it  had  to 
be  repeated  at  Fao,  had  it  not,  by  word  of 
month  ? — Yea,  it  had  to  be  repeated  at  Fao  both 
ways ;  therefore  I  should  thuik  it  must  merely 
bave  been  an  acknowledgment  of  having 
odved  the  newege,  and  not  an  anawer  to  i& 


J.H./ 
Oreenerf 
Esq. 
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Benbt  Waltov,  Xaq., 

2023.  ChairmanJ\  You  arc  in  the  Telegraph 
Service  of  the  Government  of  Lidia,  are  you  not  ? 
-Ycfl. 

S026.  In  what  capacity  ? — was  appointed  to 

the  telegraph  in  India  at  the  end  of  1856,  as 
OMistant  iu  tliut  department.  ^Yhen  the  Court 
cf  IHrcctors  sent  out  6U  gentlemen  to  India  to 
reorganise  the  Indian  department,  I  was  One  of 
the  first  four  who  went  out, 

2027.  Where  have  you  been  employed  in 
India? — In  Bengal  and  the  North  Western 
Provinces,  and  in  the  Punjanb. 

2(i2s.  Have  you  been  employed  iu  the  Persian 
Qttlf? — 2v'ot  in  the  Persian  Gult  itself,  but  in 
die  Persian  department ;  in  constructing  a  por- 
tion of  the  Persian  line,  from  Kennanshah  to 
Teheran.  I  have  aldo  visited  statiuu^  iu  tlie 
Gulf,  and  know  sonewhat  abont  them. 

2029.  Then  your  cxp^ienee  has  beeniatber 
on  the  Persian  part  of  the  Uno? — ^Yes;  since  I 
left  India  I  have  been  cullrely  in  Persia. 

2030.  When  did  vou  leave  India? — la  lb62. 
S031.  What  is  Ue  eondStion  of  the  line  in 

Persia  witli  which  yon  have  been  connected  ?— I 
thiak  the  line  in  most  partji  is  very  good.  I  roiu 
Khanikeen  on  to  Teheran,  and  Teheran  again  to 
Ahadch,  which  is  half  way  between  Ispahan  and 
bliira/.,  the  line  is  as  good  as  it  can  be,  and 
well  insulated.  Siemens'  insulatorH  are  used  ; 
we  procured  very  gpod  polea  from  the  Per* 
dsns,  and  that  part  of  the  line  is  worked  very 
well ;  but  between  Abadeh  and  Shiraz  it  is  a  very 
bad  country }  that  is  to  say,  there  were  very  few 
poles  to  be  got,  and  the  uoternor  behaved  very 
badly  ;  he  got  a  certain  amount  of  money  from 
the  Shah  tor  the  poles,  about  7/.  or  C«.  6<f. 
fsreach  pole,  and  he  only  speut  2  s.  or  2  s.  6  rf., 
sad  consequently  the  polea  arc  very  bad^  and 
ftis  winter  Hiey  Med.  The  line  was  taken 
through  a  defile  where  the  snow  collected,  and 
for  live  weekd  the  road  was  impassable.  I 
sent  two  or  three  inspectors,  and  they  were 
obliged  to  return.  We  tlicn  sent  a  number 
of  villagers  down,  aud  they  could  not  gut 
through.  At  last  our  inspector  managed  to 
get  through  and  restored  the  line*  and  it  has 
worked  well  since  then ;  that  is  about  nz  weeks 
eIlcc. 

2032.  la  that  defect  likely  to  occur  in  tlie 
winter  aeason?— Xo,  not  the  least.  They  eay 
it  has  been  tiie  sevexest  winter  they  bave  had  £» 
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lUed  in;  and  Examined. 

60  years  iu  Pcroia,  and  we  now  know  where  H.  ff^altmi 
the  bad  part  is,  and  the  line  will  be  immediately  Esq. 

altered.   We  have  sent  out  men  with  orders  to   

ehange  the  line  inmediately,  and,  instead  of 

taking  it  in  the  valley,  to  take  it  on  the  fojKs  of 
the  huls,  which  ha«  been  chiefly  done  in  Persia. 

SO.3.3.  Have  you  had  anything  to  do  with  the 
servi  T-  (  ibr  r-i};lp  iu'tv,-c«'u  Kurmchec  and  Fao? 
— I  have  not  been  actually  employ  ed  ou  it,  but . 
I  have  visited  their  offices  and  stations,  and  have 
been  frequently  there  and  have  seen  how  the 
work  is  going  on  at  the  diflbrent  Stations. 

2u34.  Have  you  heard  it  stated  that  a  ine-  n-L^y 
had  been  sent  m)m  Constantinople  to  Kurruchee, 
and  an  answer  had  been  received  in  three  minut4»? 
— Yes;  I  was  iu  Constantlnoitle  r\  {t^w  days  since 
when  that  was  done.  Mr.  Courteuay  and  Major 
Champun  mentioned  to  me  that  it  httd  beou  done 
the  morning  I  was  there.  I  was  not  actually  in 
the  office,  but  I  can  perfectly  believe  that  it  was 
done.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  repeated  the 
message  at  Fao,  and  then  transmittea  it  on,"or 
whether  they  sent  it  direct  through  the  eaUe, 
which  I  think  was  hardly  advisable  or  possible. 
The  message  mu«t  have  been  very  short,  of 
coarse ;  it  must  have  been  an  almost  instanta* 
neous  communication.  Constantinople  was  work- 
ing regularly  with  Fao  during  the  eight  days 
that  I  wad  in  Conbtantiuoplc,  and  they  said  that 
lately  it  had  beeu  done  regularly. 

2095.  How  long  ago  were  you  in  Constan- 
tinople?— Ten  d  iys  -iLn. 

2036.  Do  you  tlauiv  that  the  Persian  Ihie,  as 
you  have  described  it,  presents  a  useful  altera** 
tive  in  the  event  of  the  line  from  Bagdad  to  Fao 
direct  being  interrupted  ? — I  think  it  does,  very 
much  so,  especially  when  we  get  up  the  second 
wire«  which  is  being  now  shippsd  for  Perma.  It 
never  failed  in  the  summer.  The  weather  w  so 
favourable  for  a  telegraph  that  even  if  the  post^ 
give  svmy  we  could  work  very  well  if  the  line 
were  on  the  ground*  I  worked  with  the  line 
fur  I  t  ni!]'-^  (in  tlie  ground  before  the  line  was 
erected,  aud  aii  the  wire  ran  out,  there  beiug 
no  rain  there  for  seven,  eight,  and  nine  months 
together.  The  aii  ia  so  dry  that  I  think  the 
country  is  very  fitvourttble  for  telegraphy. 

2037.  Are  you  ac(iuaintcd  witli  the  line  between 
Teheran  and  Tabriz? — Yes;  1  looked  carefully 
at  that  line  ae  I  came  along.  I  was  asked  to  do 
so  by  Migoc  Smilli.  'Hint  line  is  catireiy  in  the 
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H.  Walton   hands  of  tfaft  PenianB  thetnaelves ;  but,  owin^  to 
'  £aq,    '  Btrong  xvpneflentations  at  Telwnn,  and  Mr. 

 ,     Alison  ooDftantly  telling  them  of  it,  the^  have 

•7  April  g(,t  tliree  Englisnmen  and  two  or  three  FicncH- 
1860.  Jnen  for  the  Tabriz  service  with  Ruaaia,  and 
there  are  two  or  three  Frenohmen  stationed  at 
Djoulfa,  wliich  is  on  the  frontier  l>etween 
Rus.^ia  and  Persia,  There  are  two  or  tliree  at 
Tabriz,  and  egMB  two  or  three  at  Tehenm* 
distinct  from  our  staff  altogether,  and  they  are 
paid  by  the  Persian  Government,  with  a  Tiew 
of  kof'jiiiip  up  the  coiiimniiication  with  Russia, 
with  whom  uey  have  receuUj  made  a  treaty 
on  the  subject 

2038.  lou  are  probably  nware  that  last  year 
ft  good  many  mcaeaf^fcs  were  i'orwardeU  irom  this 
country  to  India,  by  way  of  Russia,  with  tlie 
intention  of  being  forwarded  over  the  line  which 
you  luu  e  boeu  dciscribing,  by  the  Periiiau  Grulf  ? 
— Yes. 

2039.  And  the  result  has  been  veiy  uiuatifl- 
fiietorj.   Does  that  want  of  eatisfhotion,  es  iiur  as 

you  know,  lie  in  Persia  or  In  flic  Kiijsinn  sys- 
tem?— I  heard  the  Russian  M  iui«ter  at  Teheran 
my,  that  when  those  mes8ari;e8  were  started  ftona 
London  tlic  Russian  line  had  not  been  ripened 
by  the  Government  for  service.  Thuse  were 
me  first  messages  that  were  sent,  or  attempted 
to  be  sent,  through  the  line,  and  srane  of  tnem 
took  ibc  weeks  m  reaehinut  Teheran.  The  Sas> 
aians  themselves  dlil  nitt  desire  the  mr-^aL'Os 
•  to  be  sent;  but,  after  tliat  time,  that  it«  to  eay 
ainee  October  last,  the  Russian  line  lias  been 
workiiif^  wonflerfiillv  well.  We  used  to  jjet 
messages  from  London  in  six  hours,  and  seven 
houte  by  Buaaia,  Mid  I  think  the  line  haa  worked 
aowellMidT. 

9040.  Do  you  know  what  route  messages  take 
after  leaving  Herlin,  for  instance  ?— Througli  St. 
Petersburg  and  then  to  Moscow,  through  Nizni 
to  Novogorod,  to  Bakioo,  md  ao  to  THfia,  and  ao 
to  Djouia,  and  so  to  Tabriz ;  we  always  use  that 
line  in  preference  to  the  Tiirkif^li  line.  In 
Teheran  when  wishing  to  telegra|)h  to  Europe  the 
French  Minister  and  the  Knglish  and  Russian 
Ministers  use  it  in  preference  to  the  Tiukish  liue, 
because  w«  tiMt  we  tim%j%  get  vepliea 
quicker. 

8041.  la  there  any  jealouay  on  the  part  of  the 
^Bferent  European  Powers  in  Persia  as  to  the 
matter  of  control  over  the  wires  ? — ^The  Russians 
were  said  to  have  endeavoured  to  hinder  the 

Englisli  stiifTiit  present  employed  in  Persia  from 
being  allowed  to  rumaiii  there  ;  l»ut  when  the 
great  advantage  of  the  line  between  Djoulfa  and 
toe  Gulf  being  well  nuunaged  was  pointed  out  to 
the  Ruadans,  they  immediately  turned  their 
minds  towards  getting  their  own  line  in  good 
onler,  and  to  reaping  the  benefit  of  being  a  link 
in  the  line  between  England  and  India,  with 
the  view  of  getting  rnc^.^ages  for  themselves. 

2tM2.  Do  yuu  tltiuk  that  if  a  message  were 
gir^  in  to-<lay  at  the  office  of  one  of  our  telegraph 
companies  hefe»  with  a  ret^ueat  that  it  mifpit  be 
forwarded  by  way  of  Bnasia  to  Teheran,  ttwonld 
reach  there  in  a  reas- nablc  time?  -I  think  it 
would  reach  witliiu  12  hours ;  they  were  doing  so 
when  I  left  Tehenm.  The  recent  dclaj's  which 
ba\  c  taken  place  no  doubt  were  on  our  line  in  Persia ; 
we  got  messages  from  Russia  in  six,  seven,  and 
ten  bonra,  but  we  could  not  forward  them  on ; 
onr  own  line  wns  broken  between  Ispahan  and 
Sliiraz.  The  fault  recently  has  lain  quite  on  the 
Persian  Ku4,  but  I  am  of  opiuion  that  the 


Bnaaian  line  will  be  one  of  Ike  lines  to  India 
and  one  of  the  beat;  they  are  said  to  have 
Englishmen  ahnoat  entirely  employed  on  their 
line;  they  are  very  liberaliniNqFnMntMidinthflar 

general  management. 
2043.  Did  you  hear  the  evidenoe  given  by 

Mr.  Greener  with  regard  to  the  management  of 
the  line  between  Constantinople  and  JUagdad  ?— 
Yes. 

8044.  Do  the  same  difficultiea  exist  on  the 
Per»an  system  ? — No  ;  they  do  not  exist  there, 
because  the  staft'  1;;  paid  by  tlic  G<ivenunent 
of  India.  We  have  English  clerks  at  Teheran 
and  at  Kermattahah,  aira  at  all  llie  repeating 
rtlations ;  the  only  difficulty  is  in  the  system  m 
guarding  the  line;  tliat  has  been  a  point  in 
dispute  ever  ainee  we  have  been  in  Persia ;  but 
by  the  recent  treaty  made  in  Persia  by  Mr. 
Alison  that  is  still  uu.->ctilcd,  imd  we  are  still 
not  allowed  to  have  the  management  of  the 
line  guards,  that  is,  not  exactly  the  management 
of  tnem,  but  the  payment  of  them ;  becante 
if  tlie  Pcfi^ian  Governniont  paid  them,  or  taid 
they  would  {my  them,  they  never  did,  whereas 
if  we  pud  tliem  they  would  be  sure  to  get  their 
money,  and  they  would  do  their  work;  that 
really  the  difficulty  which  exists  with  regard  to 
the  Persian  line,  for  the  villagers  or  the  people 
in  the  country  nerer  molest  the  lin^  and  the 
Perrian  Oovemment  is  yery  anxSoaa  ludeed  to 
keep  the  line  In  good  order. 

2046.  But  they  will  insist  on  keeping  the  con* 
trol  of  the  line  in  their  own  hands? — ;1t  es ;  they 
will  insist  upon  keeping  the  control  of  the  line 
guards  in  their  own  hands;  in  fact,  they  said 
candidly,  that  th^did  not  like  us  to  have  100  or 
200  horsemen  in  onr  own  hands  in  Perda. 

2046.  Sir  Charles  Bright.^  What  are  the 
places  where  you  state  that  the  Kussianr?  have 
Englishmen  employed  on  their  lines? — They 
Imyo  two,  I  know,  and  we  kaTe  generally  heara 
that  Englishmen  were  employed  throughout  the 
Russian  line.  Two  men  left  our  department  and 
went  to  Rusam  and  they  were  en  |  1  y  datimoe; 
they  were  two  signallers,  who  had  been  many 
years  in  our  employ  ;  tliey  were  not  disj*atisfiea, 
out  they  had  an  idea  that  they  should  better 
tiiemselTea  by  going  into  the  Russian  aenrice. 
There  is  one  nan  between  Tiflls  and  Bakoo>  and 
Tiflis  .and  the  frontier  Djoulfa ;  and  we  find 
messages  come  very  correctly  by  that  route. 

2047.  How  is  the  line  between  Teheran  and 
Tabriz  "worliing  now?— Tt  w<irke<l  very  well 
indeed  during  la«t  winter  ;  it  has  been  one  of  the 
best  working  lines  in  Persia,  but  I  think  it 
might  be  improve ;  the  insulators  are  not  very 
good  they  bought  the  wire  from  the  Russians, 
and  IiirulatorH,  as  well  as  the  insfrumeuts,  and 
they  are  not  so  good  as  those  that  we  have  on  our 
own  line. 

204S.  Do  ynn  think  that  if  we  tried  the  expe- 
riment now  of  aeudiug  100  messages  by  way  of 
RuRsia  we  should  meet  with  a  successful  reault? 
— I  think  HO,  decidedly,  as  far  as  Teheran. 

2049,  Sir  Henni  Rawlinson.^  You  mentioned 
something  alnrnt  the  Russian  Ire  >ty  ;  you  wore 
alluding,  I  presinne,  to  the  Russiau  Government 
having  recently  made  a  conTention  with  Penna 
about  the  line  between  Teheran  and  the  Russian 
frontier? — ^Ycs;  I  have  not  seen  the  treaty,  but 
I  am  perfectly  aware  that  it  has  been  made;  I 
have  heard  it  mentioned  by  the  Persian  Director 
of  Tclcgrapbs. 

2060.  la  that  with  a  Ytew  of  fpving  the  Russian 
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Otyfcmmeiit  control  over  that  line,  or  an  interert 

in  it? — Xot  the  lea^t ;  it  is  more  with  a  view  to 
insisting  upou  the  Versians  keeping  it  iii  good 
order  and  as  regards  ilM  tMriff. 

i06l.  Do  our  officers  work  harmoniously  with 
Ae  Permans  in  the  conduct  of  the  line  ? — Very 
TTclI  indeed ;  the  control  is  with  tlie  English 
aupccmtendenta^  and  if  there  ii  any  dispute  it  is 
rmmd  to  th«  two  (Breotors,  the  English  and 
Persian:  but  n-c  have  worketl  three  yoiirf ,  and  I 
have  nover  kuuwn  a  ca«e  ut  a  (jiiarrel  or 
aaything  oi'  tliat  kind  with  the  Persian  tele* 
gnphiti  officials  ;  they  arc  very  willing  indeed 
to  learn,  and  they  have  learnt  to  signal  and 
woric  the  iustraments,  and  under  our  direction 
dwy  do  vezT  welL  The  Persians  emjdoy  the 
Ineagrettt  aeal  liienuelTes;  they  have  no  post, 
aad  formerly  th  v  ,  :if  f!ieir  meaeaj^es  hv  DMli> 
men,  and  now  they  send  tiiem  by  telegraph. 

2052.  At  present  there  is  only  one  wire 
tliTcnt^fhout  Persia,  from  Khanikce  on  the  fron- 
tier, by  Teheran  to  Bushire  ? — Ouly  one  line. 

20,}3.  Through  that  line  messages  are  Rent  in- 
dievimiiuiteijr,  that  is  to  aay,  Indo-fimopeen  ud 
Mtive  neeai^? — Yee,  and  aho  the  TuA»- 
Peniian  message  s ;  that  ia  tO  MJ*  between  Con- 
•tiatiuople  ana  Persia. 

J054.  A»  Hiey  lOl  eent  indi«rimhiately?- 
les. 

But  when  the  second  wire  is  put  up, 
that  is  to  be  neervcd  eaeslnriTely,  is  it  not,  for 
tke  Indo-European  mewajjes  ?  — Exclusively  for 
Ae  Indo-European  messages  ;  and  we  can  work 
regularly  from  Hagdad  to  Bushire^  wMoh  ia  nbouft 
l^SO  milea,  isstantaneoualy. 

S05ft.  Row  often  do  jm  oeinll^  repeat  be- 
twecn  Bagdad  and  Bushire?— I  think,  when  I 
was  in  Pt^rjjia,  perhups  lialf  tiie  messages  were 
repeated,  and  hall  of  them  were  sent  direct  from 
Bagdad  to  Bushire,  not  halting  in  Persia  at  all. 

2057.  Have  yon  had  no  difficulty  in  the 
inuuntains  between  the  frontier  and  Hamadan, 
the  Elwend  mountaina  ? — ^No ;  the  line  haa  lasted 
very  well  on  tkoee  nnwiutaipa. 

20.'<8.  T  mean  with  rcpxrd  to  snow?— X  wo 
have  not  had  so  much  difficulty  there  aa  on  tlie 
ligh  plains,  where  the  snow  appears  to  lie ;  over 
the  mountains  it  does  not  ;  it  hlows  off.  I 
creclf  d  the  line  over  the  ilaiuadau  uiuuntaina. 

2059.  Did  you  follow  the  post  nMid?— Yee, 
yn  foUowed  toe  post  road  nlwnya. 

9060.  Are  you  aware  lint  at  prosent  tiiat  hne 

i-i  In  ^ooil  working  orrler ?— Very  gofnl  indeed} 
from  Khanikoe  to  Abadeh,  which  is  below  Ispa- 
han, the  line  haa  worked  very  well  indeed,  and 
it  had  been  repaired  to  Bushire  before  I  let? 
Ae  I  stated,  the  puluti  were  bad  there,  and  gave 
M  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  but  the  Sltah  Jbad 
pren  ovders  that  every  pole  ahoiUd  be  reuoifed 
■nd  better  ones  put  up. 

2061.  Chairman.  J  Are  you  able  to  give  the 
Coauuittce  any  information  with  respect  to  the 
woAing  of  the  telegraph  linee  in  India  r — Yea ;  I 
forvel  for  lix  yearn  in  India,  in  the  Indian 
Department. 

9068.  That  was  eome  time  ago,  was  it  not  ?— 
Three  and  a  half  years  ago ;  but  I  was  in  India 
at  Bombay,  nine  months  since,  and  also  at 
Kurrachee  for  some  little  while.  I  was  there 
ond^y  to  obtain  clerks  for  the  Persian  line. 

SOfifl.  TM  you  get  any  firam  tibe  Indian  aeiv 
vii-e? — T  got  them  in  Bombay  ;  tliey  were  all 
mea  who  had  been  truncd  in  the  Indj«n  J>epfurt- 
■n^  Infc  idio  bad  nrigned* 

048.  . 


8064.  Do  you  know  why  they  had  resigned  ? 
— Because  they  were  not  sufficiently  piid  iu 
most  cafOH,  and  they  tlidliked  being  overworked. 

liU6.).  Were  they  men  of  some  ezperiAnoe S*— 
One  man  whom  I  engaged  had  been  1 1  years  in 
ihe  Indian  Department,  and  he  was  very  glad  to 
he  cui|)lo}  ed  in  I'crsia  at  160  rupees  a  montlt. 
lie  had  been  in  chatge  of  the  fiombay  oihoe,  one 
of  die  Inrgttt  offioes  in  Indw;  and  I  heard  him 
speak  of  it,  saying  that  he  was  very  much  dis- 
conteuted  with  the  hard  work  whicli  he  had  and 
the  small  remunemtion. 

ii066.  When  yon  were  at  Kurracliee,  nine 
months  since,  did  you  hcai  anything  there  of 
the  dir^content  which  seems  to  pre \  ail  generally 
in  India,  as  to  the  manner  in  wnioli  the  Mrvioes 
were  performed ?— Yes;  I  virited  the  Kurxaohee 
office;  I  knew  Mr.  Ge>nlon,  the  superintendent 
of  the  Scindo  circle,  aud  he  told  me  that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  do  the  extra  woilc 
brought  ou  by  the  lndo-Enroj>can  line,  because 
he  had  no  extra  stafi'  allowed  him  for  tliat  pur- 
jMtse  ;  and  also  that  in  eome  places,  at  Deem  for 
example,  which  is  one  <^  the  points  of  oonununi* 
oation,  they  had  only  one  clerk  to  three  instm- 
lucnts;  iind  at  one  time  wlitui  I  was  at  Kurra- 
choe  tiicre  were  over  20U  messagCB  on  hand, 
this  olerk  bevin^  to  attend  to  three  diflret«nt 
iustrument.i  at  a  time. 

2007.  To  what  do  you  ascribe  the  diliieulty  ol 
getting  clerks  in  India ;  is  it  to  the  inadequacy  ol 
the  my,  or  to  indisposition  to  the  work  ? — En- 
tirely to  the  small  pay  that  is  offered.  J  he 
Indian  l  elegrapli  Department  is  used  by  young 
men,  whotie  parents  have  brought  them  up  ia 
India,  aa'a  sMt  of  aohool.  Those  Uds  join  the 
department  when  they  can  hardly  read  or  write  j 
aud  they  icam  to  read  and  write,  aud  they  get  a 
little  elMtfp,  and  wlien  they  have  served  two  or 
three  yean  they  go  away  and  get  something  t  isc 
to  do.  They  make  use  of  the  deijuituicut,  i^c- 
oause  wlicu  they  have  learned  to  signal,  and  have 
become  practised  a  littla  in  the  office  work,  the 
Govenunent  does  not  give  them  suffident  pay  to 
induce  them  to  rt  in  lin  In  the  telegrapli service^ 
and  they  ijo  eUewiiere. 

S068.  Do  they  go  into  other  employments  not 
necessarily  telegraphie  ? — Any  emiiloymcut;  as 
apothecaries,  or  clerks  in  mercantile  houses,  or 
anything  they  can  get  to  do.  I  may  remark  that 
1  oonaiaer  that  one  of  the  greatest  causes  of  the 
nnstakes  thatare made  on  wt  Indian  lines,  is  the 
employment  of  what  they  call  pouuding  instru- 
ments, tliat  is  to  say,  instruments  where  the  tapo 
is  not  employed.  The  messages  arc  not  printed 
upon  paper  at  all.  They  Imve  instrumcutji  now 
m  the  Kurracheo  office,  where  they  road  at  the 
rate  of  firon  88  to  85  mnds  «  minute*  and  the^ 
must  do  so  very  incorrectly,  as  the  message  w 
not  printed  at  all  on  paper. 

2069.  Sir  Charles  Bri(jhl.~\  Do  not  you  know 
that  in  America  the  use  of  paper  has  been  en- 
tirely abolished,  and  that  the  sounding  instru- 
ment«  arc  used  cvcrj' where? — Yes.  If  the  clerks 
are  very  good,  and  are  men  who  have  had  a  fair 
education,  whieh  very  lew  signallers  in  the 
Indian  telegraph  service  have,  pcrhajis  they  may 
be  able  to  do  it  better;  but  I  am  sure,  from  what 
I  sa\v  in  the  Kurrachec  office  with  those  sounding 
instruments,  and  the  number  of  messages  thuc 
they  have  on  hand  from  the  Indo>Euix)])can  line, 
and  with  their  large  local  tiatiic,  it  wa-  utterly 
impossible,  at  the  rate  they  were  working,  tha. 
they  could  do  die  tiung  at  ail  satisfactorily. 
0  8  2070.  A  great 
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B»Wdtimf      2070.  A  great  many  of  the  signallers  emr 
Ea^      ployed  in  the  telegraph  department  in  India  are 
— —      half-caste,  are  they  not  ? — Yes,  half  of  them,  I 
ay  April     phould  think. 
1 865.  2071.  What  is  your  opinion  of  their  seule  of 

edncatioD? — Ax  a  rule,  their  penmanship  is  very 
goo<l  indeed  ;  but  (hey  are  very  slow,  lazy,  and 
deceitful,  and  not  to  be  trusted  at  all  in  keeping 
messages  secret,  which  ie  M  deairable  in  Induu 

2072.  Aru\  fhf»re.  are  many  complaints,  are 
there  not,  in  India  in  respect  to  that  very  subject 
of  divulging  information  from  messages? — Yes, 
ft  great  maur.  It  is  almost  impossible  tlut 
messa^  can  be  kept  seeret  ftom  ms  pnbUe  that 
OTP  intondcrl  for  one  pcrnoii. 

2073.  in  fact,  a  mesi^age   lor  a  I'juropean 
,        merchant  is  generally  known  in  the  bazaar  be- 
fore it  reaches  the  merchant's  office  P — Yesj  I  am 
sorry  to  say  it  is  so. 

2074.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  atntO  of 
the  lines  themselves  in  India,  aa  regards  cod> 
structton? — ^In  the  North  West  Provinces,  from 
A^rra  up  fo  Laliiiic-,  iuid  from  A'^va  to  Boiiare.-^, 
and  Agra  to  indore,  they  were  destroyed  in  the 
mntiny  and  put  up  again  in  a  very  hurried  way 
in  order  to  re-open  the  communication,  which  was 
of  great  impartancc ;  and  in  many  cases  there 
were  no  insulators  at  all ;  and  I  believe  that  the 
new  insulators  which  hare  been  introducc<l  lately 
on  Hamilton's  jwlcs  are  found  to  be  very  faulty. 
Ill  fact,  I  have  lieanl  on  tlic  Mokran  line  they 
could  not  Avork  two  wires  at  a  time,  and  very 
frequently  thcv  could  not  woHc  one  wire  at  all. 

207.^.  Are  those  known  as  Brooks's  insulators  ? 
— I  have  iieard  them  called  Douglas's  ijnsulatord. 
I  think  they  were  an  improvement  by  Colonel 
]Doug1a«  on  8ir  William  BrooksV  in^^ulators. 

2076.  But  they  arc  very  bad,  at  all  events? — 
I  think  they  are  very  bad. 

S077.  Do  yon  know  anythine  of  the  state  of 
the  line  between  Knrrachee  and  Bombay  1 — ^Yes; 
it  was  described  to  mc  by  the  supermtcndent, 
iad  it  was  reported  generally,  in  the  papers,  to  be 
very  bod  when  I  was  in  Knrrachee  ;  and  I  saw 
messajrcs  rcmaininfi  in  flu;  Kurraclicc  offiee  for 
12  and  14,  and  perliapd  20  hours,  owing  to  inter- 
ruptions on  the  line.,  which  goes  through  a  very 
difficult  tract  of  country^  and  owing  to  a  de- 
ficiency in  the  number  of  clerks. 

2f)7^.  If  liaises  over  a  swamp,  doc?  it  not ? — 
Part  of  it  j^oes  through  the  Bun  of  Cutch,  which 
is  a  very  mffionlt  oonntry ;  I  have  not  been  over 
tiic  line  my?olf. 

2079.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  line  be- 
tween Bombay  and  Calcutta? — The  line  between 
Agra  and  Indore,  which  is  one  of  the  chief 
pieces,  and  also  between  Agra  and  Benares,  I 
know  very  well,  and  it  was  m  a  verj  bad  State 
indeed  when  I  left  India. 

2080.  What  time  does  a  message  take  between 
Bombay  and  Calcutta?— It  all  depends  upon 
circuiuiitauces ;  sometimes  they  pass  througii  in 
two  hours,  and  sometimes  they  take  three  weeks, 
it  is  ?o  vrry  nnecrtain.  They  have  no  fyetem  of 
guardiiif;  the  line ;  if  the  line  broke  it  was  a 
question  who  should  mend  it»  or  how  it  eould 
get  mended. 

2081 .  To  what  cause  do  you  attribate  the  bad 
working  of  the  Indian  line? — I  attribute  it  a 
great  deal  to  the  dissatisfaction  that  exists 
uirongbout  the  whole  department,  or  that  there 
wa^i  when  I  was  there;  and  I  have  lieai-d  from 
private  sources  that  it  continues,  but  I  cannot 
apeak  pmomdly;  it  is  Seank  Hie  oentnlisa^ 


system,  in  fact,  a  man  being  imahlc  to  act  on  his 

own  responsibility  in  any  part  of  the  department 
and  always  having  to  refer  to  Calcutta. 

20h2.  Wliat  is  a  station  master  allowed  to  do 
upon  his  own  authority;  what  can  he  purchase? 
—I  do  not  know  what  a  station  master  can  pnr* 
chase,  but  a  superintendent,  who  Is  of  a  much 
higher  grade,  can  purehase  notiiiug;  stores  for 
Korrachee,  such  aa  olotting-paper,  pens,  sealing- 
wax,  and  thinp>  of  that  kind,  are  nent  from  Calcutta 
to  Kurrachee,  and  alto  to  Peshawar,  I  believe. 
Also  when  I  was  in  Boraba}')  and  leaving  for  Per- 
sia a^un,  about  nine  months  since,  I  required  fett 
the  omoers  in  Perria  some  small  galvanometers 

and  needles  snch  as  are  used  In  India,  and  ^re 
very  useful  li.r  iijsr>ect  »rd  on  the  line  for  testing 
the  li'.ie ;  and  I  telegraphed  to  Colonel  Douglas 
and  u~k(  'l  liiin  if  he  eoiild  allow  me  to  take  those 
stores  trom  his  store  department  in  Bombay. 
He  replied,  entainly,  wait  the  superintendent 
would  give  me  whatever  I  requirc<T;  so  I  went 
to  the  store  department,  and  said,  that  I  required 
so  many,  .30  I  think  it  was.  mnfrnets,  so  manv 
needles,  and  coils,  and  other  thing.*,  and  maps  o( 
the  telegraph  in  India,  which  I  thought  would  be 
useful  ni  Persia  for  the  Persian  Department; 
but  he  *!ii.;d,  "  I  can  give  you  uuthing  at  all ;  I 
have  got  nothing,  and  can  get  notliing."  So  I 
telegraphed  back  to  Colonel  Douglas,  and  those 
things  were  sent  to  me  from  Calcutta  to  Tehdran ; 
but  they  are  sucli  things  as  no  office  should  be 
without,  or  could  hardU'  go  im  without. 

9083.  Lord  Bahert  MoHtaffu.]  Has  there  been 
any  instance,  since  1861,  ofeuttinii;  the  wire  In 
order  to  t>end  a  falsitied  mesifage  on  r — ^1  believe 
there  has  been,  bat  I  am  unable  to  state  any 
particulars ;  I  have  merely  seen  it  in  the  news- 
papers. I  may  mention  thai  auotlier  great 
Sonn  e  (>f  discontent  in  India  is  the  long  time 
that  the  signallers  are  kept  on  duty;  in&otit 
almost  amounts  to  omelty,  I  think  ;  14  honrs  or 
12  hours  at  a  time  they  are  kcjit  at  the  instru- 
ment, and  in  that  hot  climate  it  is  impossible  that 
young  men  can  work  properly  for  12  and  14 
hours  at  a  time. 

2084.  Mr.  Jlaffatt.}  What  is  the  asual  pay  of 
manipulators  on  the  Indiaii  line  ? — When  1  first 
went  to  India  they  were  en^iged  «t  16  rupees  a 
month. 

2085.  At  the  present  time,  what  Is  it  ?— After 
six  months,  by  which  time  they  will  have  learnt 
to  work  the  instruments,  their  pay  was  raised  to 
30  rupees.  At  the  prcfent  time  I  am  unable  to 
say  what  it  is;  but  before  I  left  India  I  engaged 
ncarlv  100  signallers  for  the  department  in  India, 
and  I,  agmnst  orders,  gave  tuem  35  ru{)ces  a 
month  to  start  with  ;  that  is  to  say,  1  got  re- 
buked aftf  rwar<la  for  doiuLT  it. 

2086.  Can  you  inform  the  Committee  what  is 
tiie  amount  paid  to  maaipnfaiton  on  the  In^on 
lines  of  telegraph?  —  I  believe  60  ru[>ees  a 
month  is  to  be  the  lowest  by  the  new  scale. 

2087.  When  is  that  new  scale  to  come  into 
operation  ? — I  am  not  mrc  whether  it  has  boon 
sanctioned  by  the  Govcrnmcut. 

2()S8.  "What  is  the  rate  of  pay  for  a  similar 
service  on  the  Persian  tel«)grt^ph?-^-One  hundred 
nipees  a  month  is  the  lowest 

2089.  Can  you  inform  the  Committee  what 
the  station  master's  pay  is  on  the  Indian  service  ? 
— They  have  no  system  of  station  masters ;  l)ie 
senior  signallers  often  did  the  work  and  received 
no  remuneration  for  doing  it;  at  some  othces,  such 
as  Bombay,  Calontta»«iid  Agw,th«re  was  an  extn 
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illowaiioe.  culled  tlie  personal  allowance,  given 
for  doin^  that  duty,  attached  to  the  signallcr'a 
pay,  whatever  that  pny  might  happen  to  be  atths 
tbne:  that  allowance  woa  fiO  rnpee*  •  month  in 
Agn,  and  75  in  Boiubajr. 

f(WO.  Are  the  Committee  to  understand  that 
ill  iliL'  ueiicral  system  of  the  Imliun  tcleprajih 
there  is  no  etatiou  master  or  chief  to  have  control 
orer  the  penoDS  employed  ? — There  is  always  ft 
senior  fiiguahnan,  who  m  called  th>~'  as8i«taot  in 
charge,  l>ut  he  merely  happens  to  be  the  senior 
man  at  the  place. 

2091.  He  is  paid,  I  think,  yon  say,  a  slight 
iscmae  uiwn  his  pay  as  a  signaller,  by  reason  of 
Ms  jotnewnnt  incrc!»sc<I  responsibility  r—>-In  SOOie 
offices  he  is,  and  ia  some  he  is  not. 

S09S.  What  is  the  eystetn  pursued  in  the  Per> 
mn  telc^Tiiiiliic  dcinuiincnt  ? — In  the  Persian 
department  the  pay  oi  the  head  clerk,  or,  as  ho  is 
called,  the  deric  in  charge,  is  from  180  to  200 
rujiees  per  mensem,  and  an  allowance  nf  2,j  rupees 
per  mensem  for  taking  the  charge  in  t»ll  stations 
except  Hushire,  which  is  psrtieularly  unheilthy, 
end  therefore  it  is  50. 

SOM.  Is  there  any  msiterisl  differenee  between 
the  rate  of  charge  for  the  transmii5sii(m  of  mcr;- 
Nijrcs  along  the  Persian  line  and  the  Xmliau  liiu 
—The  rate  Df  charge  in  PeraU  emoni^the  Per- 
«an8  for  tlioir  local  nies8ap:rs  is  at  so  mvu  h  a 
word,  so  iiiiuiy  eliais  jK-r  word;  but  in  India, 
when  I  was  in  India,  it  was  two  rupees  a  mee- 
lige;  but  it  has  been  recently  altered  to  somnoh 
ftr  M  words ;  there  is  no  lees!  tivfRe  in  Peiria 
fir  Enropcan  messages. 

SOW.  For  a  message  of  20  words,  what  would 
be  the  difference  of  cost  between  the  Persian 
telegraph  and  tlic  Indian  telegraph  ? — There  would 
be,  I  think,  a  difference  of  about  uiue  on  every 
iO  words  in  favour  of  Persia ;  it  is  enfircly  n 
l^item  of  the  Persians  tliemeelves  for  Persian 
neseages  ;  messages  in  the  European  languages 
arc  proiiiliitod  on  the  Pcn^ian  lines  hy  the  Per- 
sians ;  they  say  that  if  people  wish  ui  telegraph 
m  Pcnift  ihey  mnst  send  m  the  Persian  lao- 
gnage,  and  they  have  derke  who  perform  the 
dnties  efficiently. 

2095.  The  whole  of  the  messages  that  affect 
fiogiish  interests  that  go  through  Persia  have  to 
be  translated,  have  they  not  ? — No,  not  at  all ; 
all  Europciin  nicrit^agcs  are  sout  by  ICnglish 
clerks  in  the  language  in  which  they  come ;  but 
Penian  mesflsges  between  Slunx  and  Ispahan, 
ar.il  lif  t  ween  tu'o  Persian  mercliants,  arc  carried 
on  iu  tiie  i'ersian  language  by  Persian  clerks. 

2096.  But  for  all  foreign  messages  the  Persian 
telegraph  syptcm  pnividcs  that  they  shall  be 
transmitted  in  the  luuguagc  in  which  they  start? 
—Ye?. 

2097.  In  India,  what  is  the  custom  with  regard 
te  die  language  in  which  a  message  is  trans- 
mitted ;  has  the  Government  of  India  established 
*^7,  rc|;uliition  in  that  respect  ? — It  has  been 
deadest  after  some  talk  npou  the  subjeot,  that  a 
message  shall  not  he  translated  at  Kurracltcc;  it 
wa-«  wished  at  first  by  the  Indian  telegraph  de- 
partment tlmt  messeges  shoold  be  tnmslated 
there. 

SOM.  So  that  messsges  eomh^  from  Ewoge 

pUage  in  wliich  the^  start  ? — Yea. 


com- 
I  entirely 


^99.  And  in  die  internal  telegraphic 
inunication,  what  is  t*ic  regulatiiOn?-^Itiaei 
in  ihc  Raman  character. 
2m.  Hwydonot  allow  the  wioas diateeta 

m. 


of  the  country  to  be  tised,  do  they  ? — No,  not  at 

all. 

2101.  Can  you  give  the  Committee  any  in- 
formation as  to  the  revenue  of  the  Indian  tele- 
graph?— I  am  ouly  able  to  speak  as  to  what 
hap]>eued  .3^  years  mnee;  but  when  I  left  India 
the  revenue  was,  1  lielievc,  about  40,000  rupees 
per  mensem,  but  I  cannot  state  it  accurately  ; 
no  doubt  it  has  vastly  improved  since. 

2102.  JVid  you  make  any  recommendations  to 
the  chiefs  ui'  the  telegraphic  administration  in 
India,  with  regard  to  the  lowness  of  the  pay  and 
the  inferiority  of  the  service^  which  you  stated  to 
the  Committee  obtain  in  India? — I  was  des- 
patched from  Calcutta  to  IMcrut,  by  Colonel 
Uouglus,  to  enga;;c  100  signallers  for  the  depart- 
ment in  1861  ;*and  I  was  authorised  to  give  them 
at  the  rate  of  from  20  to  25  rupee;'  per  men?eii). 
On  my  arrival  there,  I  found  titat  i  could  not 
get  anybody  for  that  sum ;  and  therefore^  on  uy 
own  responsibility,  I  gave  them  35  rupees  per 
mensem  to  start  with,  and  1  promised  them  an 
increa.-k'  aceordln^j;  (n  the  manner  in  which  they 
did  their  duties ;  but  ^Ir.  Galbraithj  who  was  then 
At  Agra,  was  displeased  at  this,  and  reported  me 

for  .-o  iliiini,'-  to  the  diricfur  Lconeral.  who  was 
liowever,  ublij^ed,  alter  1  had  committed  myself 
in  writing  to  the  relatioHrs  of  those  boys,  to  give 
tlicm  the  pay  that  I  had  promised  them. 

2103.  Can  you  infonn  the  Committee  what  is 
the  general  pay  of  European  clerks  in  mercantile 

offices  in  Bnndjay  and  Calcutta? — One  hundred 
au  1  sixty  lu  2M  rupees  per  month,  wi  mere 
writers. 

2104.  Chairman.]  Did  von  restrict  your  in- 
quiries  for  servants  entirely  to  Europeans,  or 

ladn  of  iMirojican  descent  ?  — Nn,  not  at  all; 
natives  of  India  are  not  allowed  to  be  employed 
in  the  telegraph. 

'2105.  Why  not? — I  suppose  from  tfadr  un- 
trustworthiness, 

2108.  By  whom  are  they  not  allowed  to  be 

employed? — The  director  general  does  not  autho- 
rise natives  of  India  beiug  taken  on  in  the  same 
way  as  I  took  on  those  100  clerks  at  that 
tune. 

2107.  Are  there  no  natives  of  India,  that  is  to 
say,  no  Hindoos  or  Mahometans,  in  the  telegraph 
service  f — Kot  that  I  am  aware  of ;  not  in  tne 
part  of  India  in  which  I  was,  in  Bengal ;  I  am 

sure  there  were  not ;  but  they  are  East  Indians, 
who  arc  not  quite  natives  perhaps,  though  very 
nearly  so. 

2105.  'Mr.  Childers.l  Are  Urasians  allowed  to 
be  empluv  cd? — Y'es ;  the  class  of  boys  wliu  are 
cmplovccf  in  India  as  signallers,  when  they  first 
join  the  department,  are  such  as  in  England 
would  get  nothing  to  do ;  thoy  would  not  get 
bread-and-butter  even. 

2109.  Mr.  MoffaU.}  At  what  age  do  you 
engage  tho;c  signallers? — ^From  12  to  16  years 
of  age. 

2110.  Sir  Henry  Rawlinson.^  Do  you  know 
anything  of  the  cost  of  telegraphic  eoromnnica- 
tion  through  Kussia ;  I  ntenn  the  expen.-e  of 
sending  a  message  of  20  words  fruui  Teheran  to 
Londottt  rill  Russia  ?  —  Yes,  it  is  38  krauns, 
which  would  be  about  33  a.  ;  it  is  cheaper  than  by 
the  route  through  Turkey. 

Sill.  Can  yon  state  what  the  amount  would 
be  from  Teheran  by  Bagdad,  that  is  to  say 
through  Turkey  ? — I  am  not  sure  what  it  is ;  it 
has  been  alleced  two  or  three  times ;  but  I  know 
x3  that 
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M.  Wuiton,  that  Ujc  route  throuph  Hui^sin  is  cheaper  than 
£tq.       the  route  tlirougli  Turkey,  because  I  eent  two 
— —       messagett  mysell'. 
37  April        2112.  The  expense  through  Persia,  from  one 
1866.       terminus  to  the  other,  is  14«.,  is  it  not  ? — Yes. 

2113.  "\Miat  if  the  proportion  to  Teheran ;  is 
it  halt";  is  it  7s.  i — Nit,  it  is  not  half;  it  is  seven 
krauns  to  Teheran,  and  nine  on  to  Bushire.  The 
Persians  have  a  separate  treaty  with  Turkey  for 
messages  between  Persia  and  Turkey;  and  they 
have  a  seimrate  treaty  with  Kusstu  i'or  messages 


between  Persia  and  Kussia,  and  they  have  a 
separate  treaty  with  us. 

2114.  Have  you  heard  anything  of  a  proposal 
to  continue  the  telegraph  direct  (rom  Tal  )nz,  by 
Sivas,  to  Con8tantino])lG  ? — I  heard  it  mentioned, 
and  that  is  all.  In  the  same  way  I  have  heard 
mentioned  an  extension  of  the  line  from  Ispahan, 
by  Yezd  and  Kerman,  to  Bunder  Abbas,  which 
would  make  a  continuous  land-line  to  India.  I 
believe  the  land  line  from  the  Mekran  coast  is 
already  being  extended. 


Charles  Aolet,  Esq.,  called  in  ;  and  Examined. 


C.  Adley.       2115.  Chairman.^^  Are  you  a  Civil  Engineer? 
Esq.        — I  am. 

■   21 1<).  You  have  had  considerable  experience 

in  the  matter  of  telegraphs  in  India,  I  believe  ? 
— Yos,  both  in  this  country  and  in  India. 

2117.  In  what  capacity  have  you  been  em- 

?loved  in  India? — I  joined  the  East  Indian 
{ailwny  in  1853,  as  one  of  their  engineers,  and 
had  charge  of  the  construction  of  <)ne  of  the  first 
sections  of  that  raijway  at  lJunlw.m  ;  I  was 
there  about  two  years. 

2118.  IIow  long  did  you  remain  in  the  service 
of  the  Ea-st  India  Railway  Company  ? — I  think 
it  was  eight  or  nine  years  altogether.  After  I 
had  been  at  Burdwan,  I  was  rec^ucsted  to  take 

'  charge  of  the  telegraph  in  addition  to  my  other 

engineering  duties. 

2119.  You  did  not  go  out  in  tlie  telegraphic 
employment  of  the  railway  ? — No. 

21 20.  During  the  time  you  were  in  India  you 
had  the  re.-i]jonsiblc  charge.  1  believe,  of  the 
telegraph  ser\ace  of  the  railway  company  ? — 
Latterly  I  had  entirelv  the  distinct  cnargc  of 
it  ' 

2121.  And  of  the  construction  of  the  line  ? — 
And  of  the  construction  of  the  line  throughout. 

2122.  Had  y(»u  any  opjKirtunitj-  during  the 
lime  you  were  so  employed,  of  comparing  the 
system  of  telegrnjih  on  the  East  Indian  Radway 
CiinipanyV  line  with  that  of  the  Government? — 
On  one  t)ccai<ion  the  question  was  discussed ;  it 
was  stated  that  it  was  not  fair  to  com[)are  the 
East  Indian  Rjulway  telegn>ph  witli  the  Govern- 
ment lines,  because  the  Government  lines  passed 
through  primeval  fcirest.'^,  swamps,  and  all  kinds 
of  places,  whereas  the  railway  line  passed  along- 
side the  railway,  and  in  consequence  was  easier 
ol  access  ft>r  repairs  and  8ui)ervision,  and  that 
the  cin'umstances  were  totally  different ;  but 
in  answer  to  that  (juestion,  I  just  took  the  pre- 
vious roontli  and  compared  a  section  of  llie  Last 
Indian  Railway  line  with  a  section  of  the  Govern- 
ment line  which  ])as3cd  side  bv  side  with  it  up  to 
Blia^^ulpoor  and  -Moughyr;  tiuring  that  period, 
for  eight  days  the  Government  line  was  in  work- 
ing order,  and  for  the  remaining  22  it  was  out  of 
order ;  but  during  the  whole  time  the  East  Indian 
Railway  was  forwarding  500  messages  a  day, 
which  proved  satisfactorily  that  the  difference 
was  not  due  entirely  to  the  difficulties  of  effecting 
rcjiairs. 

2123.  Do  you  draw  a  great  distinction  as  re- 
gards the  convenience  of  inspection  of  the  tele- 
graph between  a  line  of  telegraph  which  goes 
across  the  country  and  a  line  which  follows  the 
course  of  the  railway  ? — Of  course,  for  the  con- 
venience of  repair,  the  line  going  along  the 
railway  is  certainly  very  much  better;  but  I 


merely  mention  this  to  show  that  the  causes  of 
tiiilure  an«l  of  interruptions  on  the  Government 
lines  are  not  simply  to  be  attributed  to  that  one 
fact ;  that  is  my  only  reason  for  mentioning  it 

2124.  Had  you  an 'opp^^rtunity  of  forming  an 
opinion  generally  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
Government  telegrapliic  ser>'ice  was  performed? 
— I  had  constant  contact  with  different  officers 
of  the  department,  and  it  was  c<mBtantly  brought 
to  my  notice,  and  I  must  say  that  it  was  very 
indiff'erently  i)erformed  ;  I  found  it  so  on  any 
occasion  that  I  had  to  use  it  On  one  occasion 
I  wanted  to  send  some  important  message  to 
Gallc,  and  the  answer  that  1  received  every  dar 
for  a  week  was  that  the  line  was  interrupted, 
and  that  the  message  could  not  be  sent.  Another 
time  I  wanted  to  send  a  message  to  Dacca,  and 
I  got  the  same  answer  for  several  days;  both 
the  on|)ortunities  for  those  messages  passed  by, 
and  there  was  no  occasion  to  send  them. 

2125.  Were  those  delays  of  frequent  occnr- 
rence  in  the  case  of  your  own  line  ? — Certainly 
not ;  I  do  not  remember  our  line  ever  being 
interrupted  at  all  while  I  was  in  India. 

2126.  Except  during  the  mutiny  ? — We  were 
out  of  the  sphere  of  the  mutinies ;  our  line  be- 
tween Allahabad  and  Cawnpore  was  not  con- 
structed at  tlie  time  of  the  mutinies. 

2127.  Are  the  instruments  used  the  same  on 
the  two  systems? — We  use  two  kinds  of  instru- 
ments, we  use  a  single  needle  and  a  double 
needle ;  and  we  also  use  Morse's ;  the  needle  we 
use  for  the  intermediate  communications,  and  tlie 
Morse's  we  use  for  the  through  communicatioDS. 
This  sketch  will  show  the  Conunittee  how  they 
are  worked — {producing  the  same,  and  explaining 
it  to  the  Committee). 

2128.  How  long  are  the  lines  of  wire  ujion 
the  East  Indian  Railway? — There  are  ab<)ut 
1 ,300  miles ;  there  are  two  wires  on  some 
parts  of  the  line,  four  upon  others,  and  seven  for 
a  distance  of  75  miles. 

212!).  Are  we  to  understand  you  to  st&te  that 
the  instruments  that  you  use  are  of  a  different 
description  from  those  that  are  used  on  the 
Government  lines  ? — Not  if  you  take  the  through 
signalling ;  that  is  to  say,  for  the  stations  which 
will  correspond  with  the  Government  stations, 
they  are  the  same ;  they  are  Morse's ;  but  for  the 
intermediate  stations  they  are  Cooke  and  W^heat- 
stone'-s  because  Morse's  would  not  answer.  We 
are  obliged  to  work  through  several  stations 
together  sometimes,  and  it  is  more  convenient. 

2130.  What  is  the  difference  as  to  the  character 
of  the  work  done,  as  to  speed  for  instance,  between 
the  system  of  the  East  Indian  Railway  and  the 
Government  system  ? — As  regards  speed,  when- 
ever we  could  send  messages  every  one  preferred 
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to  send  hy  ui^,  nnd  we  could  send  veiy  IBW^ 
■oie  quickiy  than  the  Government. 

SUL  Were  you  allowed  to  may  meseagce 
for  the  public  during  the  time  you  were  in  India  ? 
^uet  at  the  tkuc  1  left  India,  that  question  was 
nnder  dhicns^ion,  but  we  did  take  them  by  ginng 
iither  a  UbenU  interpretation  to  the  penni««ion 
Alt  tiie  OoTeraraent  gave  US  willi  regwrd  to 
nilway  travellers,  i'liey  allowed  us  to  tAke  tliem 
ix  radway  trarellera,  and  so  we  gave  rather  a 
free  interpretation  of  fbe  term  **  reilway  txa- 
wUers." 

2132.  Up  to  that  time  waa  there  uu  alwolutc 
|Hilia^n>~TlMy  would  not  alkv  us  to  take 
BMflagee  for  the  pubUo  m  bkj  way  whatever; 
iSI  at  Ia«t,  on  one  ocoasioo,  die  Lieateaant 

Governor  of  Bengal  wauteJ  to  Heml  a  mosMige, 
and  be  waa  prohibited,  and  eo  at  l»et  tiie  Govern- 
MntfaT«  td. 

2133.  (hit  of  the  f  uirWircs  to  which  you  have 
referred,  how  iuatty  are  roquirtxl  for  the  Borvice 
ot'  the  r^lway  company? — I  should  aay 

the  whole  four  of  them  would  be  required  now. 
Tiro  of  them  are  required  exclusively  for  sig- 
nalling trains,  and  the  other  two  are  refiuircd  for 
the  orainary  meeeagee  of  the  railway  company, 
wUA  are  Tei^-  nmnennis. 

2154.  fun  you  give  any  infonnati'^tn  to  the 
Committee  aa  to  the  extent  to  which  the  public 
Mir  avail  tihemselvea  of  the  pennieeion  to  $end 
meeaiges  over  the  railway  company's  tclcgraiili 
liaea? — They  avail  thenuH3lvet>  of  it,  when  they 
can,  very  largely;  but  in  the  case  of  the  railway 
Bum  they  do  not,  in  aome  intancea,  go  into  the 
towns:  tor  toBtanoe,  take  Bennree;  the  town  of 
Bcuarcs  is  six  miles  away  ;  but  in  the  case  of  the 
town  of  Mirzapoce,  the  railway,  I  think,  take 
there  aomething  like  600  £  in  telesrams,  whereas 
I  believe  the  Government  only  take  about  300/., 
at  least  before  the  railway  was  opCntMl  they  uuly 
took  about  300/. 

2135.  Do  you  attribute  that  difference  to  the 
superior  manner  hi  which  the  seirioe  of  the  rail- 
way company's  telegra]>li  Hue  id  performed  ? — 
fiBtirely ;  because  the  uativea  are  quite  aware  of 
Ae  advantage  of  rapidity  in  sending  telegraphic 
nipstriL'PH.  In  fact,  I  kmiw  of  vafca  where,  before 
we  were  allowed  to  send  messages  tor  the  public, 
Ike  paMie  need  to  oome  and  pay  theOoremuauiit 
and  pay  ue  too.  They  would  send  a  message 
both  ways,  and  of  course  the  Government  ooiud 
not  make  any  objection  to  tliat. 

2136.  Wlio  are  the  aignallers  upon  the  railway 
telegraj^  line? — ^We  use  prinenwDy  Enraeinns, 
and  natives  of  the  country-  very  largely. 

2137.  Do  yon  use  Henpalees? — Nearly  always 
Bengalees;  almot^t  entirely,  I  may  flay, and  we 
Employ  a  few  Maliotnctlans ;  we  are  not  par- 
ticular. We  use  either  Hindoos  or  Mahomeuans 
without  distinction.  They  have  to  pass  an  exa- 
nmflitioii  ia  reading  and  writinff  before  they  join. 

2138.  It  was  stated  by  tbe  laat  witnen  ikat, 
during  the  time  he  was  in  the  employment  of 
the  Government,  the  natives  of  India,  a«  oontra- 
distinsuished  from  what  we  eall  Eunuaas,  were 
excluded  from  the  Government  service  ;  are  you 
aware  of  that  being  the  fuct? — Ves ;  1  believe 
tkey  did  do  so  at  one  time,  and  I  took  a  few  cf 
them  on  when  they  were  changinji; ;  that  is  to  aay, 
when  they  introduced  signalleremnn  this  country, 
they  got  rill  of  a  number  of  their  native  f^ignallerf, 
to  UMe  way  for  the  aigoailera  lirom  this  country, 
aadllookalinroftbeinon;  but  I  found  tliat  I 
had  to  get  rid  of  dMm  almoot  at  once. 
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2139.  "W"hat  were  those  whom  you  took  over  ? 
— They  were  nearly  all  natives;  the  Govern- 
ment retained  all  the  Eura^ans. 

2140.  But  Jo  you  find  the  native  to  he.  as  n*c- 
ful  for  your  {lurjiOriea  uiguallers  as  the  J;Iura- 
riana?— I  think  so ;  I  think  it  is  a  work  which 
ia  peeuUarly  adapted  to  the  native.  At  first  we 
had  aome  tronble,  bnt  now  there  is  no  difficulty 
ill  ge'ting  ^iignallers;  we  can  get  any  luimlter 
without  any  trouble.  Before  the  time  that  the 
rule  was  passed  agaSnat  the  natiTee  being  em- 
j^loyoil  in  the  Govermuent  telegraphic  service,  I 
could  have  got  anyoue  I  chose  from  the  Govern- 
ment employ ;  they  preferred  the  nutway  era? 
ploy,  especially  the  natives,  beeanae  they  were 
not  moved  about  very  much, 

2141.  Was  there  any  difference  in  the  rates  of 
pay  ?— The  Government  rates  were  higher  than 
ours. 

2142.  And  liencc  they  preferred  to  C'lme  to 
the  railway  ctunpany? — Yes;  and  we  paid  a 
great  deal  of  attention  to  their  comforta,  and  we 
do  not  knock  thcnt  aliout.  A  Government  sig- 
naller was  one  day,  >ny,  at  -tVgra,  and  he  was  sent 
oif  to  Benares  the  next  day;  bnt  we  do  not  6nd 
any  occasion  to  do  that. 

1143.  I  enppoee  the  people  whom  you  employ 
at  your  different  stutiood  are  people  belonging 
to  the  neighbouring  town  or  village ?^ — No,  not 
in  the  North  West,  only  just  in  the  Tower  parts  of 
Bengah  Nearly  all  the  signallers  are  Bengalees, 
who  have  to  be  sent  up  from  Calcutta.  They 
are  obliged  to  be  in  some  degree  educated  men 
to  understand  English,  and  it  is  hard  to  get  each 
men  except  in  the  vicinity  of  Calcutta: 

2144.  Gtmerally  speaking,  do  you  find  now 
that  natives  of  India,  eapeciaUy  in  the  neiji^h- 
bonrhood  of  large  towns,  can  bow  read  and  wnte 
English  very  well? — They  can,  hut  nfit  so  wcU 
as  the  Bengalees.  The  up-country  natives  can- 
not write  well.  I  do  not  know  any  up-country 
native  who  is  in  charge  of  an  office;  all  the 
offices  in  chaise  of  natives  are  in  charge  of 
BengaleeH. 

2145.  Have  you  any  doubt  that  the  railway 
company  would  be  able  to  obtain  at  all  timea  a 

sufficient  number  of  Hignallera  for  such  purposes? 
— I  have  no  fear  at  all  about  it.  I  think  we 
have  flomelhing  like  from  50U  to  600  sipallers 
at  the  present  moment.  T  have  never  had  any 
difficulty  ;  in  fact,  we  have  always  more  apply- 
ing than  we  require. 

1^146.  Have  you  had  any  reason  to  question 
the  integrity  of  thom  native  signalmen?— No,  I 
have  not;  in  fact.  I  have  found  men  rather  ready 
to  peach  upon  each  other. 

2147.  Are  you  aware  that  a  proposal  was 
made  some  time  ago,  on  the  part  of  gentlemen  in 
this  country,  to  form  a  company  for  the  purpose 
of  takii^  over  the  tclcgranbic  t^ervice  of  the  I'ail- 
way  companies,  so  as  to  place  the  whole  of  India 
in  that  respect  under  one  management? — I 
am  quite  aware  of  that ;  it  originated  with  a 
proposal  made  by  myself  to  the  Indian  Govern- 
ment. Tliere  was  a  great  outer}-  in  and 
the  Oovennent  v,  rntc  to  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce to  inform  likeiu  that  they  would  be  very 
willing  to  hand  over  the  erection  of  a  line 
between  Calcutu  and  Bombay  to  a  private  corn- 
pan  V ;  and  being  in  England  at  the  time  I  was 
in  comuuinication  with  1  wo  of  the  ditector-  o?"  the 
£a^t  Indian  Bailway  Company,  and  a  certain 
proposal  was  niadetollieGoY«mment  wUch  they 
dkl  not  accede  to.  It  was  also  at  the  eame  time 
O  4  flug^eied 
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€L  AHuf,  tuggeitod  tiiat  tib«y  should  remove  the  rcstric- 
tions  regarffing  ^vatc  telcgrnm?,  aud  should 

-TT"  allow  the  two  nulway  com])au'u  ^,  the  Great 
i860  Indian  Peninsular  Railway  Cdinpauy  aud  llic 
£a8t  ludiau  Railway  Cou^may,  to  pcri'ui'iu  that 
service,  which  tJie  Goyernment  contented  to  do, 
and  upon  tliat  a  rnmpnny  was  fonneil  in  this 
country  for  carrying  out  that  scheme.  I  kiiow 
that  negodationa  have  been  going  on  upon  that 
euhjcct  over  since  up  to  the  present  time ;  but  I 
am  afraid  that  beyond  the  bare  invitation  wc 
have  not  got  any  further. 

2148.  Have  you  received  an  anjiwcr  irom  the 
railway  companies  stating  why  the  arrangement 
has  not  pi"occcdcd  ad  far  as  they  arc  concei  lu  d  ? 
— I  have  seen  all  the  correapoadence  in  India, 
and,  as  far  as  I  can  see,  the  objee^on  is  aa  to  the 
terms.  They  seem  in  India  to  object  to  tlic  tcnns ; 
they  consider  them  liaidly  fair;  tliut  'n^  really  the 
only  objection  that  has  ht-en  raised.  The  Gover- 
nor General^  in  the  Miaute  which  he  makes  upon 
the  qnestioo,  does  not  seem  opposed  to  the  piro-> 
poeaf  on  principle  ;  hc  merely  suggests  that  the 
company  slmil  have  power  cither  to  erect  wires 
upon  the  railway  standards,  or  to  take  over  the 
railway  lines  altOL,'etliLr,  en  not  to  liavc  a 
divide<l  authiiritv  upon  the  hue  ;  that  is  as  far 
•a  I  understand  it. 

2149.  Wiiat  ia  the  general  practice  in  this 
conntry  ? — ^The  general  practice  in  thU  country 
18  (hat  the  wires  arc  ahunst  entirely  in  the  hands 
of  the  tclcgrapli  companies,  aa  far  as  I  under- 
stand. Latterly  I  believe  that  some  railway 
companies  have  been  takinj^thciTOwn  lfleL,'ra[)hs 
into  their  own  hands  ;  but  hitherto  tlie  telegraphs 
in  this  oonntry  have  generally  been  the  j)roperty, 
I  may  say,  of  the  telegraph  eompaiueaf  but 
rented  to  the  railway  companie?. 

2 !,■)().  The  ]iracti('c  in  this  nHuitry  is  not,  I 
believe,  fur  the  railway  comjumics  to  use  the 
telegraph  wires  for  puritoscs  of  profit  as  between 
thent.^clvcp  and  the  puolic? — It  i^  not  the  prac- 
tice in  thi?i  country,  and  1  do  not  i^ee  how  a  rail- 
way Comjiany  in  India  could  carry  on  an  extensive 
OOmmunication  and  correspondence  witliout  erect- 
ing special  wires  for  that  j)ur])osc  exclusively, 
ana  having  exclusive  clerks  for  them  ;  for  a  very 
simple  reason,  that  whenever  an  accident  occurs 
and  there  is  an  interruption,  and  the  traffic  of  the 
line  is  deranged,  we  have  fo  stop  all  j.uldic 
messages,  every  oiu^  is  stojij>cd,  because  without 
this  we  could  not  avail  ourselves  of  the  railway 
company's  telegraph,  M'hich  is  then  wanted  ex- 
clusively for  the  railway;  we  shoukl  then  be 
obliged  to  shut  out  all  private  messages,  and 
sometimes  this  has  occiuxed  for  8  hours  and 
aometinies  Ibr  12  hours,  so  diat  Ae  public  would 
gain  very  little ;  unlc-id  there  were  exclusive 
wires  fur  the  puipose,  tliey  would  not  he  better 
served  than  they  are  now. 

2151.  Was  not  this  the  proposal,  that  the 
telegraph  company  should  rent  a  certain  number 
of  wires  erected  up<>u  the  standards  of  the  rail- 
way company? — That  was,  I  believe,  the  pro- 
posal. As  far  as  I  understand,  it  has  been  objected 
to  in  India  on  account  of  the  ferins  \\<A  being 
sufficiently  fair;  that  i3  the  objection  raised  by 
the  railway  authorities,  but  the  Qovemor  General 
docs  not  seem  to  object  to  it  except  slmjily  on 
that  ground,  but  that  there  should  nut  be  u  dividi >d 
authority  upon  the  line. 

21o^>.'Do  you  think  that  it  would  be  for  the 
sdvaatago  or  the  ootunMiDity  in  bidia,  and  aUo 
^  the  advantage  of  penoiiB  here  who  s«nd  mea- 


sages  to  India  which  have  to  pass  over  the 
Indian  system,  that  they  should  be  forwarded 
by  an  independent  company  exercising  a 
general  control  through  India  over  tclegrii]>ii 
comwuuicatiouii  by  moans  of  railwavs,  or  that 
ibe  telegraph  service  should  be  left  as  it  is 
now,  in  the  hands  of  the  {lovornmcnt  .'  —  I 
think  of  course  it  would  be  done  better  by  a 
private  company ;  if  yott  are  qpeahing  as  regards 
the  railways,  the  railway  companies  would  have, 
as  I  say,  to  erect  special  wires  for  that  pur|>osc, 
and  I  do  not  know  wdicthcr  Government  would 
allow  guaranteed  capital  to  bo  U£cd  for  cutting 
tiieir  own  throats.  They  must  ereet  wires  also 
to  go  into  the  large  tt)wns;  the  railway  telcgraj/h 
is  over  at  IIoNvrah,  and  not  in  Calcutta.  At  Be- 
nares agwo,  it  is  along  way  off;  atPatnayes 
require  to  go  into  the  town,and  there  are  some  very 
large  towns  which  are  very  far  from  the  railway. 
There  is  the  town  of  Ghazeepore,  in  which 
there  is  an  enormous  buuneas  done ;  it  supplies 
the  whole  of  the  nordiem  parts  of  India,  sad 
there  the  railway  telegrapli  t^tation  is,  I  think, 
eleven  miles  away  from  the  town,  eo  that  as  far 
as  the  nulway  is  oonoemed  they  w  ndd  have  to 
have  separate  superintendence,  and  tu  find  ^cjmi- 
rate  capital.  Then  with  regard  tu  the  (juvern- 
ment  lines,  they  would  have  to  do  the  same,  and 
the  whole  question  must  be  viewed  in  a  very 
comprehensive  light ;  I  have  gone  very  carefuly 
into  the  whuh  ci  itter  witli  persons  in  this 
country,  aud  It  is  imperative  that  there  should  be 
a  commerdal  system  erected  throughout  India. 
Really  at  present,  without  saying  anything  with 
retcrencc-  to  Uuvernment  lines,  whether  they 
arc  good  or  bad,  the  Indhm  public  have  no 
telegraph  at  all — it  really  comes  to  that;  the 
Government  telegraph  is  for  thdr  own  purposes, 
and  whenever  there  arc  Government  messages 
to  be  sent,  the  public  messages  arc  stopped  just 
the  same  way  as  the  railway  companies  stop 
public  messages  also;  so  that  really  the  cnrii- 
mercial  and  nu  rcautile  public  of  ludia  have  no 
telegraph  entirely  at  their  disposal. 

2153.  One  disadvantage  of  the  system  of  sepa- 
rate railway  authority  when  the  railways  arc 
completed  will  be,  will  it  not,  tliat  the  res|K)nsI- 
bili^  will  become  divided  according  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  jurisdiction  of  each  railway  oenipany  ? 
— Certaitily  -«o ;  and  you  w<ndd  get  no  satis- 
faction as  regards  messages  ;  they  would  just 
shelve  it  off  on  the  other  division.  In  £u:t,  it  is 
very  much  the  same  in  India,  as  regards  the 
(lovernment  line;  if  you  make  a  comphuut  in 
Calcutta,  the  Government  Director  (ieneral  will 
shelve  it  off  on  the  Bombay  side;  he  will  say  it 
occurred  in  the  Bombay  division.  I  have  known 
this  done,  although  there  is  a  general  compbudt 
office  established  in  Calcutta. 

2154.  Would  the  Committee  be  justified  in 
assuming  it  to  be  your  opinion,  you  having  liad 
considerable  expericucc  of  telegraphy  in  India, 
that  any  Government  system  01  telegn^y 
would  not  be  so  well  suited  to  titc  public  requure- 
ments  as  that  of  a  [)ublic  company  ? — think  not, 
for  this  reason,  that  the  G(»vi  rnnient  do  not  cul- 
tivate the  traffic ;  they  do  not  put  themselves  out 
of  die  way  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
public.  Take  most  of  the  principal  stations; 
take  Mirza|K)rc,  or  Benares,  or  Allahabad,  or 
most  of  the  large  telegraph  stations;  the  tele- 
graph office  is  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Civil  Com- 
missioner's or  the  principal  military  officer? 
bungalow,  whieh  is  away  from  the  town  entirely ; 

so 
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w  that  the  public  requirements,  aa  ftr  as  that 

200?,  are  not  consiilted,  iiiu!,  they  nclinif,  they 
do  not  put  thenaselvea  out  of  the  way  ut  all. 
Ihxnr,  on  one  ooeasion,  I  wm  gi»ing  to  send  a 
mejfagc  from  Ranccpuncc,  and  the  signaller 
ml, "  We  do  nut  care  about  private  messages ;  " 
io  &ct  he  wa^  rather  indignant  at  the  idea  of 
taring  to  send  a  private  message.  He  said,  "  We 
only  care  about  Government  messages,  and 
Mmetimes  we  have  private  me8»iig(?-'  dcliiycl  for 
im  at  our  office."  I  must  say,  whea  he  knew 
in>  I  me,  be  sent  off  my  messave  directly. 

2155.  The  first  consideration  of  a  Government 
establishment  would  probably  be  the  interest  of 
die  Government  ?— Aey  really  do  cou.sider  their 
own  interests ;  of  ronr.^o  they  arc  bound  to  do  80, 
hariug  the  telegraph  in  their  own  han<l«. 

2156.  The  oonvamimee  of  the  public  would 
Moessarily  Ite  a  aeoondaiy  otmsideration  t  — • 
Katurallv  so. 

21.57.  Tlic  'I'lostutn  of  jimfit  or  lo^s  would  bo 
ao  consideration  at  all  ? — It  ia  no  oonaideratiou 
at  an  to  the  Govemnient. 

2158.  In  the  case  of  a  public  company  the 
iiret  consideration  would  be  the  convcoiencc  of 
the  pnUic,  would  it  not  ?— Thnt  irouM  be  mbao-   .         ,  „ 

lutely  necessary,  because  their  own  profits  wooU  or  anything  of  that  kind.  I  should  say  from  two 
depend  upon  it.  '  to  three  hours  ou^lu  to  be  the  maxuuuui. 

2139.  Mr.  Stansfelrll  What  do  you  pay  your  21f)8.  You  could  work  direct,  could  you  not, 
oatiTe  signallers? — "We  pay  them  differentlyj  from  Bombay  to  Calcutta? — I  see  no  reason  why 
■Mor^ng  to  the  station  at  which  they  are  em-    you  should  not.   We  have  worked  to  Monghyr, 

that  is  300  miles  distance,  with  only  two  cojipcr 
cells,  and  I  have  known  G<)verunii!nt  to  bo  un- 
able to  work  120  miles  with  80  cell-'. 

2 icy.  Sir  Henri/  Bmrlinsmi.^  Wlicn  you  say 
'that  the  Govcnmient  experiences  such  a  heavy 
loss  on  the  telegraph  cstablishmcut  in  India,  you 
do  not  take  into  account,  do  you,  the  value  of  raeir 


if  you  take  into  consideration  the  interest  on  the 
capital  expended. 

21G5.  I)o  you  Oiicribe  tlmt  to  their  not  paying 
sufficient  attention  to  the  public  messages,  not 
doing  tlicir  work  well  enough? — Kntirelv  to 
tlieir  not  doing  tlicir  work  well  enoui^li,  luA  not 
paying  (Sufficient  attention  to  public  niessages. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  there  would  be  twice  or 
three  times  the  number  of  messages  if  the  work 
was  roallv  [)i<)j)erly  pcrionncd. 

2166.  Vou  think  tliat  a  line  of  telegraph  on  a 
railway  would  be  in  every  respect  better  than 
one  wfilch  runs  through  a  jungle? — Of  c()\irse  it 
is  better  with  regard  to  re|)alrs ;  but  there  again 
you  must  take  a  very  wide  view  of  it,  because 
there  arc  some  commercial  districts  where  there 
arc  no  railways,  so  that  you  would  rcouirc  to  have 
branch  extensions;  for  instance,  all  down  the 
Madras  coast  Uiere  is  a  huge  business  donot  but 
there  is  no  nulway. 

2107.  Wiiat  time  di>  ^  on  think  a  nu'ssago 
ought  to  average  belwecu  Bombay  and  Calcutta 
if  wires  were  cstiblished  especially  for  coiii> 
mercial  business  ? — I  should  think  from  two  to 
three  hours ;  that  is  niaking  due  allowance  for 
ges,  and  having  to  work  off  arrears. 


ed  ;  just  as  I  was  leaving  India  the  lowest 
re  was  35  rupees  a  month.  At  tlie  higher 
ItAtions,  that  is  to  say  the  through  eignaUing 
stations,  there  are  generally  I'urasians  in  charge, 
aa'l  tlipy  get  from  l.jO  to  200  rupees  a  month. 

2I60.'  You  st  ite<l,  did  you  not,  that  yOlt  Iblilld 
the  native  signallers  fai^ifiil  ? — I  have  no  oeo^ 

~  to  complain ;  I  do  not  say  that  if  we  had  an    mess.»ges  ? — Yes,  I  take  everything  into  account. 


immense  number  of  conuucrcial  messages,  and 
frc  have  rather  a  large  number  it  is  true,  whether 
they  might  not  betray  their  trust  if  the  tempta- 
tion were  thrown  in  their  way ;  but  still  T  have 
found  them  exceedingly  faithful,  and  have  hail  nd 
occa-ion  to  find  fault  with  them. 

2161.  We  have  beard  that  by  the  Government 
telefrraphic  communication  messages  would  reach 
the  bazaar  bet' ire  they  reached  the  person  to 
vhom  they  were  sent;  do  you  find  that  not  to  be 


givmg  them  credit  for  the  value  of  their  own 
messages.  According  to  their  own  last  published 
statement  for  1863-M,  the  total  amount  of  de- 
ficit, if  you  take  interest  upon  cajntal  into  account, 
would  amount  to  12[),777  /.,  but  the  Govcrmucut 
do  not  take  in  the  interest  upon  capital. 

2170.  ^.  MoffatL]  Do  they  state  what  the 
capital  sunk  in  the  €K)vemment  line  of  telegraph 
has  been? — I  Lave  worked  it  all  out.  It  is  not 
very  clear  in  the  returns.    Accordiii;;  to  the 


the  case  on  the  nulway  lines? — ^We  have  had  no  returns,  the  capital  sunk  in  India  up  to  1863-64 

through  messages;  to  Bombay,  for  Instance,  we  wa.s  5.^9,013 and  in  ICngland  585,021/.,  making 

do  not  work  through.    The  great  point  with  a  total  of  1,144,0;S4/.    1  may  say  that  the  actual 

re'.'nrd  to  which  tiiere  liave  been  complaints  has  expenditure  U  a  good  deal  more,  if  yon  take 

been  the  opium  messages.  the  losses  on  the  working  expenses. 

2162.  I  presume  that  you  do  not  wish  to  draw  2171.  Sir  Henry  Raiolinson.'\  Having  those 


a  distinction  between  the  native  signallers  and 
the  half-caste  signallers  in  that  respect? — ^No,  I 
would  not,  eertainl^ ;  I  think  one  class  is  just  as 
poofl  as  the  other.  The  reason  we  place  Eurasians 
la  charge  of  stations  id  simply  because  they  are 
Ixtter  educated ;  they  can  read  and  write  English 
well,  and  you  can  depend  more  upon  them. 

2163.  We  have  had  other  evidence  to  the 
effect  that  they  wm  not  to  be  tntated  witibi  eoni- 
mercial  messages ;  mj  question  to  jma  ia>  whe- 
ther yon  would  rather  trust  a  native  siirnaUer 
than  a  Kurasiiui? — 1  do  not  tliink  I  wdiilJ  make 


documents  before  you,  are  you  of  opinion  that  in 
private  liands  the  whole  svstem  could  be  made 
remunerative  ? — Most  decidedly.  I  am  of  opiidon 

that  it  <iught  to  pay  remarkably  well.  If  it  were 
properly  managed,  I  sliould  sjvy  that  from  10  to 
15  per  cent,  ought  t*)  be  the  annual  dividend. 

2172.  'Sh:  Moffatt'^  Canymi  inform  the  Com- 
mittee how  this  lossot  129,0(JU/.  and  odd  accrued 
in  the  year  as  to  which  you  have  given  c\  ulcnce  ? 
—The  maintenance  antf  working  charges  for  that 
year  were  1.36,o.')(i supplementary  10,746/., 
total  147,:$02/.,  and  the  revenue  was  04,202/., 


say  dilierence  between  them,  us  far  as  my  expe*  showing  a  loss  of  53,099  /.    Then  tltcre  is  the 

rienoegoes.  interest  on  capital,  which  is  not  taken  into 

2164.  Sir  Charlet  Bright.']  The  Government  account,  76,678/.,  and  the«e  two  last  items  make 
loac  very  largely  every  year  by  their  telegraph  up  129,777/.  ;  the  interest  that  I  have  men- 
administration  in  India,  do  they  not?— To  a  vcnry  tiohed  is  the  interest  on  cajutal  in  1864 ;  but  at 
peat  extent ;  they  lose  an  enormous  sum,  some*  the  present  time  It  ainoiints  to  upwards  of 
tbbg  like  130,000/:  a  year,  I  should  say ;  that  is,  100,0iD0/. 

<U3*  P                           2173.  CWrMAii.] 


/  <--/., 

CAdletf,  / 
£aq. 

97  April 
1866. 
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2173.  CAairm^rt.]  Betarns  have  been  put  iu 
up  to  a  comporativetf  late  period,  have  thej  not; 
have  TOn  9e«n  those  returai  ? — I  have  seen  the 

very  latest  published  by  rxiithority  of  I'arli anient 

2174.  Mr.  Moffdtt.l  Those  returns  show,  do 
ikey  not>  Ihat'  there  has  been  a  lose  exceeding 
100,fV>0/.  to  tlic  Indian  Government  under  the 
administration  of  their  telegraphic  system  throuffh- 
out  India?  —Yes,  thev  do,  if  you  take  into  credit, 
wliich  anyone  would  do,  the  interest  upon  capital. 

2175.  In  their  statement  of  accounts  do  they 
cre<lit  thctnsclvos  ior  tlic  worV  rlmif  dii  aocoiiut 
of  the  Uoveramenti' — Ye«  entirely;  it  is  all 
included. 

2176.  At  the  same  rate  of  olmrixe  as  that  which 
they  make  to  the  public  ? — Fi-ecisely  the  eamo, 
Wb  i  UAder$>tand. 

2177.  What  proportinn  won!'!  the  Government 
messages  bear  to  the  public  messiiges? — I  do  not 
know  what  it  has  been  recently,  but  I  think  that 
in  1862  the  Government  messages  were  about 
15  per  cent,  of  the  public  mesmgeo. 

2178.  Is  there  any  materiiil  <1iffTcnrr- between 
the  pay  of  the  signallers  employed  on  the  railway 
tdl^pmph  Hne,  and  those  employed  on  the  Qomok' 
ment  telegraphs  in  India? — As  a  rule  we  pay 
them  less;  we  have  several  classes  of  signallers 
on  die  East  Indian  Railway ;  we  are  obug«d  to 
have  large  main  stations  and  we  have  an  immense 
number  of  intermediate  stations,  and  at  the 
jutfMiuediate  stations  we  do  not  rci^uire  hands 
who  are  so  forward ;  but  at  the  main  stations, 
where  it  i«  necessary  that  we  should  lurre  better 
hands,  we  pay  thpm  hctfor. 

2179.  You  require  throughout  that  they  .should 
have  a  knowledge  of  tit«  JSnglish  language  ? — 
Yc?  :  tlicy  bnvo  to  pn=';  nn  CT^miiiation  beforo 
tliey  enter  the  dejiartiucut,  and  also  are  required 
to  have  a  good  character. 

2180.  What  is  the  average  pay  for  aignallefa 
on  your  railway  telegraph  mies  r-— The  lowest 
pay  is  35  rupees  a  month,  and  it  goes  up  to  200 
rupees ;  and  1  think  that  there  are  some  who  get 
900  rupees  a  month. 

2181.  Yon  havo  been  asked  with  Mgard  to  tho 


fidelity  and  accuracy  of  the  sisnallera  in  trans- 
nittiiur  merges,  I  apprehend  uiatin  the  genual 
claw  «  messages ,  which  they  have  to  trmanut 
v-'\'h  rcfert'nct"  tn  riiihvay  business  there  is  no 
induc«nent  to  be  otherwise  than  accurate  or 
secret  ?~Theynin8t  be  acentate,  bettmae  then 
would  be  iieculcnts  if  they  were  not. 

2182.  There  would  be  no  gain  or  any  inducc- 
meut  to  their  being  inaccurate? — None  what> 
crer,  unless  they  do  so  in  commercial  messages. 

2183.  What  proportion  of  commercial  mcsss^ed 
do  you  take  along  your  tdegrapli  line  ?— I  Andk 
about  Id  per  cent. 

2184.  For  that  do  you  make  the  auie  ohaige 
as  the  Government  TelegrapbDepartnentrndte?- 
— Precisely  the  same  rates. 

2185.  Are  there  in  any  case  competing  Unas, 
as  between  the  railway  telegraph  and  the  Govem- 
ment  telegraph  ? — We  ccnnpetc  to  several  places, 
to  Mirzaporc  for  instance^  but  atiU  we  ooinpete 
under  great  diaadvaotages. 

218C  What  are  those  disadvantages?— WiA 
regard  In  ruleuita.  (Jiir  tele;jr!ii)!i  ofiico  is  at' 
Uowrah,  which  is  on  the  other  side  of  the  river, 
and  wlrieh  often  takes  hi]f  an  bonr  to  eroes;  vs 
have  nn  office  in  Caleutta. 

2187.  Do  you  find  generally  Uiat  persons  de- 
aiTOua  of  communicating  by  tclcgrapn  give  the 
preference  to  the  railway  telegraph  or  the  Go- 
vernment telegraph  ? — To  the  railway,  naturallyj 
because  iliey  are  pretty  certain  to  get  their  nei^ 
sagea  sent  in  reaaonable  time. 

3188.  Which  yon  mean  to  say  they  are  by  no 
means  certain  or  by  the  Government  telegraph? 
— No,  not  at  all.  I  might  say  that  one  time,  in 
order  to  test  the  qieed  of  the  Government  linefl» 
I  sent  12  nic?snf^rR,  whirli  *vere  the  vci-y  .■^liortei*t 
possible,  cuusiotiiig  ol  only  three  words ;  ten  of 
those  mese.igcs  took  24  hours,  and  one  of  them 
took  e^jbt  bouce,  and  another  lS,to  go  a  distance 
of  500mile«. 

2189.  Have  you  known  any  similar  in.*tanrfi8 
of  delay  on  your  railway  telegraph? — Certainly 
dbi  M  long  «a  that. 
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fbbskHt  : 


Mr.  Ayrtun. 
Mr.  Baillic. 
Sir  Cbarles  Bright. 
Mr.  Brooln. 

Mr.  Cliil.li-iv. 
Mr.  Crawford. 


Mr.  Liitid. 
Mr.  Marsh. 
Mr.  Moffktt. 
Admirkl  Sermour. 
Mr.  BtitiMfeM. 


ROBERT  WYGBAM  CRAWFORD,  Esq..  in  thb  Ckaib. 


1^  MacDoitald  Stephbkbok;  fariher  Ezamined. 


2190.  Chaamau.'\  Have  you  prepared  any 
itateoient*  setthig  out  a  proposal  on  the  part 
of  tte  company  to  which  you  n  rcried  in  your 
iioaiicr  evidence,  for  the  (■^ta))l!r-lui)cnt  of  a 
liw  of  telegraphic  couununit-utioi)  !>etwecn  this 
OMBliy  And  IndiA  bjr  way  of  £gyptf — Yva,  I 


-i'e^.  {The  nit- 


2181.  Will  you  put  ii  iu ': 
dtUoend  in  the  same). 

2192.  Have  vnn  ahrt  prepared  a  ina]  ^ 

the  exibtijug  iUid  prupoi^cd  lines  of  telegraphic  cum 
inuuicatioii  between  this  country  and  India^ 
Jmiao,  and  the  AtutnUian  colonies — Yea,  {The 
VniMu  delivered  in  th«  tame,) 


Sir  M*D. 

istephenson, 

8  May  i866. 


Charles  Stuong 

2193.  Mr.  Childers.']  AuE  yon  one  of  the 
principal  officers  in  the  Treasury  ? — Yes. 

2194.  Aw\  liav."  yoii  clirii-ge,  under  the  S('<'r(> 
tBie<!  of  the  Treaeury,of  all  the  bosinew  relating 
lo  telegraphs  ^— Ye*. 

2195.  Can  you  tell  tlio  Cnnnuinco  in  -what 
telepaphs  between  England  and  tlie  East  Her 
Majesty's  Government  have  an  interest  ? — The 
Mediterranean  Extension,  on  which  iln  y  i,'ivo  a 
pjsrantcc  on  a  capital  of  120,000/.;  the  Malta 
r-'A  Ali  jcandria,  which  belongs  to  the  Govem- 
toent,  and  is  on  lease  i  and  there  is  a  small  line 
iKtween  Alezancbia  and  Snec  whidt  tli«y  bare 
now  only  an  indiroct  intercRt  in. 

2196.  The  last  line  is  not  worth  mentioning,  is 
it?-Xo. 

2197.  We  liavr  tbp  pnwrr,  hnvf  we  not,  OB 
the  payment  of  46,00<J/,,  to  recovor  it  if  we  tliink 
fit  ?— Ves. 

2198.  But,  coming  now  to  the  ^faltn  and 
Aksaudria  telegraph  line,  that  yoti  say  is  the 
pwperty  of  tlic  (iovcrnnu'nt  ? — That  is  tlic  \m>- 
perty  of  the  Goremmcnt,  Perhaps  I  may  be 
allowed  to  state  l!iat  llie  MaHn  am  Alezandria 
tclcprnjjii  cable  waa  originallv  rlcifrncd  to  Iio. 
laiil  between  Falmouth  and  Gibraltar,  its  dcbli- 
Mtion  was  subsequently  aKered  to  between 
BsBgoon  and  Singapore,  and  was  then  changed 
Iwtween  Malta  and  Alexandria.  It  was  success- 
fnlly  laifl  in  seofion-i.  viz.,  hotwccn  ]\Ialta  and 
TripoU,  Tripoli  and  Beogazi^  and  Beogazi  and 
Alexandria,  towards  tbe  end  of  the  year  1861. 
The  t.-ita!  expense  of  the  cable-laying,  &c.,  &.O., 
amountcl  to  43r,,283  /.  10. v.  8  </.,  'tliree-fifths  of 
which  were  dcf raved  by  the  lin]ierial  OoreTBh 
ttent,  and  two-fifths  by  the  Indian  Government. 
Application  having  been  made  by  Messrs.  Glass, 


Esq. ;  Examined. 

Elliot  &  Co.,  the  contractors  who  had  laid  the  C*  Stnngt^ 
line,  for  a  lease  of  the  line,  after  some  negocia-  Eiflf 

tiiin.  a  lea^c  was  irniiitoil  to  them  for  five  years.   

{\.  presimie  that  X  need  not  enter  into  the  terms  of 
ihe  leue.)  In  llie  year  1664,  tin  business  of 
Messrs.  Glass,  Elliot  (\>.,  havinix  been  tian:'- 
ferred  to  the  Telegraph  Construction  and  Main- 
tenance Company,  apj)licirtion  waa  made  to  tlie 
Treasury  for  ]icnni?-inn  for  tliat  firm  to  transfer 
nku  to  the  cuuipaay  the  lease  uf  the  Malta  and 
Alexandria  telegraph,  to  which,  after  inquiries 
had  Vieon  made  as  to  the  respeotabiiity  of  the 
company,  the  Treasury  usented.  In  ttte  ewrly 
part  ol  last  year,  the  line  having  repeatedly  bo- 
come  interrupted,  owing;  to  the  unsuitableness 
of  the  deep-?ea  ]  portion  m  ihe  eable,  to  the  rocky 
ron;^  upon  ^111(11  a  large  amount  of  it  has  been 
laid  (jiariiculurly  between  Bengazi  and  Alexan- 
dria), Mr.  Pender,  the  chairman  of  the  Telegraph 
Construction  and  Maintenance  Companj^enteied 
into  negotiations  with  Mr.  Peel,  the  late  rinandal 

Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  for  a  new  lease  of 

the  line,  which  new  lease  has  not  yet  been  carried 
vut;  there  are  Tarions  arrangementa  jet  to  be 

made. 

2199.  The  company  have,  however,  agreed  to 
take  a  lease  at  3 J  per  cent,  upon  the  capital?— > 
Yes  ;  at  ^  per  cent,  upon  436,0001, 

2200.  And  that  lease  will  be  completed  in  dua 
course  ? — Yea. 

9301.  How  long  is  the  lease  fiv  ?— Forty-two 
ye«re. 

2202.  Are  there  any  conditions  of  resumption 
ih  the  meanwhile? — The  company  will  be  able 
t  )  i^'lve  it  up  at  the  end  of  10  years  on  giving 
notice. 

p2  2203.  GoiBg 
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C.  ^tronge,      2203.  Going  now  to  the  line  Ix-twocn  "Malt.T 
Esq."     and  Sicily,  wnat  interest  have  the  (iovcrnnu'ut 

  in  that  ? — With  regard  to  die  Mediterranean  Ex' 

8  May  iSGG.  tension  Telegraph  Compnny,  this  com  pany  having 
obtained  the  sanction  of  lit* r  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment for  laying  telegraph  lines  between  ('agliari 
and  Malta,  and  Malta  and  Corfu,  cables  were  rab- 
nierged  at  ttie  end  of  the  year  1857 ;  rad  Her 
Majesty's  Oovf  rimunit  praiitcd  a  conditional  ;;uu- 
rantee  uj>on  the  lines  being  kept  in  working  order 
for  a  penod  of  25  years,  on  a  capital  of  120,000  /. 
The  eahle  hetwcen  Cagliari  and  ^falta  having 
been  twice  broken,  and  large  sums  ol"  au.iiey  cx- 
j)ended  in  attempting  to  repair  it,  it  was  finally 
abandoned  in  the  autumn  of  1859.  Application 
was  then  made  to  the  Treasury  by  the  companv 
to  be  aUowed  to  lay  arable  1i>  ciitineet  Sicily  with 
Malta,  in  iieu  olf  the  Malta  and  Ca^liari  line 
abandoned,  and  a  ooDecssion  was  obtained  front 
the  Ncn]Hilitaii  Government  fur  the  j»urpf'Fe;  ?iich 
Ciijici  s-in)  being  submitted  U>  the  rreasmy,  ob- 
jeefion  was  taken  to  the  14th  Article  therein, 
■vvliei  eliv  tlie  excLi^Ive  |)rivilei^c  of  landing  cables 
ill  iJ>icily  insm  Malta  was  giuiid  d  tn  the  company 
for  a  term  of  30  years  from  the  date  of  the  ctm- 
vention.  The  company  agreed  to  renounce  such 
Article,  and  Her  Alnjesty's  Government  there- 
nnon  agreed  to  tran>h  r  the  ginirantee  of  tbo 
Malta  and  Cagliari  line  to  the  new  route. 

2204.  So  that  at  the  present  time  the  Govern- 
ment have  gunrnnteoil  <^  per  cent,  upon  a  capital  of 
120,000/.,  which  is  supposed  to  be  cxpend<xl  upon 
the  line  between  Malta  and  Sidly? — There  are 
two  lines  which  the  company  hare;  tliera  ia 
the  line  between  Corfn  and  Italy,  which  was  ac- 
cepted in  lieu  of  tlie  line  In  f  ween  Corfu  and 
Malta,  on  which  an  interruption  occurred  in  1859, 
whidi  it  was  found  hnposnble  to  repair. 

220,').  Then  docf*  the  iniarnntee  exteml  to  the 
tw  o  lines  ? — It  exlcnds  to  the  two  lines  virtually. 

220().  That  ia  to  say,  the  line  between  ^lalta 
and  .Sicily, and  the  line  between  Corfu  and  Italy? 
— Yes ;  l>«tween  Corfu  and  Oti-anto. 

2207.  So  that  we  are  resjKin.sible  to  the  extent 
of  7,200  k  a  year,  practically,  for  the  oommunica^ 
tioB  between  Malta  and  ^i^y  ?— Practically  we 
are,  because  that  is  the  line  which  eama  the 
money  now. 

2208.  So  that  any  line  l  etween  Egypt  and 
Enfiland.  which  niissed  the  line  between  Maltjx 
aud  .Sicily,  might  put  the  Government  to  the 
expense  of  7,200/.  a  year? — Precisely  so. 

2200.  How  long  is  that  guarantee  for  ?— For 
25  years  from  the  end  of  1857. 

2210.  That  is  the  whc)le  interest,  is  it  not, 
which  at  the  present  time  the  Government  has 
between  I^rypt  and  England  ? — ^That  is  the  whola 
interest, 

2211.  ChairmaH.~\  llati  any  pro|M)sition  ever 
been  made  to  the  rrcasury,  on  the  part  of  the 
compnny,  which  baa  leased  the  Malta  and  Ales- 
ondria  line  to  take  over  the  line  between  Malta 
and  Sicily  ':—  ]\rr.  Clhis?;  has  ppoken  to  me  on  (he 
subject,  ijut  I  do  not  think  that  the  propoi»itioQ 
has  ever  cone  in  an  offidal  shape. 

2212.  Would  it  he  chjr  eted  to,  on  the  part  of 
the  Treasury,  to  transfer  that  lease  with  its  gua- 
rantee to  the  Malta  and  Alexandria  lessees,  if 
they  could  make  tcmiB  with  the  jirescnt  owners? 
—If  the  public  were  relieved  from  the  guarantee, 
and  they  could  make  satisfactory  terms  with  the 
owners  of  the  present  line,  I  can  see  no  objection 
to  it  at  alL 

2213.  Would  not  that  eanctbn  indnda  the 


lin  ruishment  of  the  gnarantcc ? — ^The  guarantee 
in  on  behalf  of  the  Mediterranean  Extension  Tele- 
graph Company,  and  mo  should  have  to  look 
very  carefully  into  the  hearings  of  such  a  matter 
as  that,  when  it  was  brought  before  us.  Cer- 
tainly the  Mediterranean  Extension  Company, 
I  thnk,  require  some  little  support;  they  have 
had  Tery  bad  times,  and  they  haTO  done  their 
work,  as  far  as  we  arc  concerned,  very  aycII. 

22 1 4. > What  I  meant  waci  this,  that  as  the 
Government  have  accepted  the  present  lessees  of 
tlieir  line  from  Malta  to  Alexandria,  wouM  there 
be  any  hesitation  on  the  ])arl  of  the  Government 
to  allow  of  the  transfer  of  the  line  between  Malta 
an<3  Sicily,  now  belonging  to  the  Mediterranean 
Extension  Company,  to  the  Malta  and  Alexan- 
dria lessees,  if  the  two  made  ternir-  ioj.'etlicr  1 
could  see  no  objection  to  it.  The  only  thi^ 
would  be  Ae  proteotion  of  the  Government.  If 
they  took  the  i^narantee  off  our  hands,  and  the 
Mediterranean  Extension  Telegraph  Company 
would  agree  to  part  with  theOovenunent  Qnanu- 

tcc.  T  can  sec  no  objection  to  it. 

221-3.  "What  1  lueau  is  this:  the  Treasuiy 
having  accepted,  we  may  call  them  Glass,  El- 
liot ^  Co.,  as  lessees  at  15,260  /.  a  year  for  42 
years  to  come,  would  there  be  any  objection  to 
their  taking  the  Mediterranean  Extension  (i ua- 
runtee,  araoimtinj?  to  7.200  /.  in  addition? — That 
would  be  a  question  for  tht;  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  to  decide  rather  than  for  me;  of  course 
one  would  have  to  look  at  it  in  all  its  bearings,  to 
see  how  it  affe<  te<l  the  Government. 

2216.  Mr.  Llulder$.'\  It  would  depend,  would 
it  not,  upon  its  being  clearly  shown  that  the 
account.''  of  the  MaUu  and  .Sicily  line  were  so 
clear  as  to  enable  Ute  guarantee  to  operate  ? — Of 
oourse  it  wotild. 

2217.  The  guarantee  is  upon  the  net  profits  ot 
that  section  of  the  line,  is  it  not  ? — Yes ;  tlie  only 
thing  is  this,  that  since  1862  we  have  not  been 
railed  upi>n  to  pay  anything  to  the  Mediterranean 
Extension  Telegraph  Company,  so  that  at  pre- 
sent we  are,  you  may  say,  m  elover. 

2218.  Chairman.'\  Instead  of  jaying  money, 
haye  you  been  receiving  anything  ?  —  No,  we 
have  receive*!  nothing  at  all;  the  comimny  have 
not  paid  any  very  high  dividend.  Wc  bnve  pud 
nothing  since  1862  upon  the  Mediterranean  Ex- 
tension  Guarantee.  IVircctly  the  line  between 
Malta  aud  Alexandria  was  opened,  of  course 
there  was  a  flow  of  traffic  into  the  Meditermnean 
Extension  Company,  which  has  enabled  them  to 
pay  their  dividend  without  coming  upon  tis  on 
account  of  our  f;narantcc. 

2219.  In  fact,  at  present,  neither  of  those  two 
fines  is  a  charge  upon  the  Imperial  Exchequer? 
— Neitlier,  I  thiuK,  is  any  charge  upon  tlie  ex- 
chequer; on  the  contrary,  we  are  to  get  a  ixtnt 
from  the  Telegraph  Construction  and  M^ntenaaca 
Company  for  the  Malta  and  Alexandria  line,  and 
the  Mediterranean  Comjiany  pays  its  way. 

2220.  Ila.-'  tlic  rent  fruni  the  Malta  and  Alex- 
andria Compiiny  been  regularly  paid] — It  lias 
not  been  so  regularly  paid  as  it  might  have  bemi; 
it  is  to  be  regularly  j)aid  when  \^e  get  the  new 
lease  all  settled.  But  there  is  a  sort  of  cross  claim 
against  us  on  account  of  repairs  now,  which  has 
prevented,  u])  to  the  present  time,  the  settlement 
of  the  accouuta  to  13tli  of  May  1865,  tlie  date 
from  which  the  new  lease  is  to  take  effect.. 

2221.  Do  they  render  you  any  account  of  their 
reoeipi*  ?— Y«a»  wo  have  an  tmavt  at  Malta  who 
•ees  after  tint  for  ua.  We  have  the  aceonnts 

every 


Digitized  by  Google 


lELZCX  OOimmiBB  ON  SAST  nrSIA  COlUCCKICATIOXa. 


117 


every  qturter   laamhied   into,   setfled  and 

balanced ;  ami  that  amount  would  show  tlx.'  <irwi 
leoeipt.  I  can  give  you  the  amount  of  the  gross 
reoeipt  now  if  the  Gommittoe  would  wish  it 
The  gross  receipts  for  messages,  aftor  dcdiu  ting 
10  per  cent,  for  the  reserve  fuml,  fjr  rejiaiits, 
from  Xovt'niber  1861,  when  the  line  was  first 
opened,  ap  to  the  13th  of  May  1865,  when  the 
new  lease  will  take  effect  from,  amounted  to 
141,903  /.  The  proportion  of  the  receipts  due 
to  Her  Majesty's  GoTcromcat,  as  leaBOis  of  the 
foe,  amonnted  to  68,718  /.  odd. 

'2222.  Wlnt  were  the  \vorkin<r  oxponsrs? — 
We  have  nothing  to  say  as  to  the  working  t  x- 
pcnscs.  The  lessees  work  the  line  out  of  their 
diare  of  profits.  The  prnpodion  of  the  receipts 
payable  to  the  Im])eriai  Kxchcqucr  out  of  that 
amounted  to  41. '231/,;  the  remaining  two-fifths 
were  paid  to  the  Indian  Exchequer,  they  having 
and  two-fiftha  of  the  original  expenae  of  the 
line, 

2223.  How  much  is  the  Indian  share  in  figures  ? 
—The  difference  between  the  68,718/.  and 

w.m  1. 

2224.  Ami  do  the  lesgees  get  flic  b.-^tlance? — 
Ye? ;  1  c(»uld  give  the  projwrtions  of  how  it  was 
setded  np  to  tlie  13th  of  May,  and  how  the 
leoeipta  were  a!(?igned,  if  the  Committee  wonid 
with  to  hrnr  tlictn.  The  Icasr  i-  in  rxi.-^tciicc  up 
to  the  end  of  this  year;  but  the  new  lease  is  to 
1>l«  effect  ftom  the  13th  of  May  last  year,  and 
bv  the  terms  of  that  lease  10  per  ri?nt.  of  the  ;rr(>.=;:' 
receipts  were  to  be  paid  to  a  reioive  fund,  and 
■fier  tliat,  from  all  receipts  up  to  2/3,000  /.  a 
year,  Uie  leeseea  were  to  receive  two-thirds,  and 
the  Government  one-third;  from  25,000/.  up  to 
55,000  /.  the  Government  were  to  receive  two- 
thtrd«,  and  the  leasees  one-third  i  and  after  that, 
00  all  receipta  the  Government  were  to  reedre 
three-fourths,  and  the  lessees  one-fourfh.  TIiosc 
were  the  tcnns  of  the  old  lease,  tlie  payments  to 
the  (iovernme:it  being  divided  between  the  Im- 
perial and  the  Indian  (lovcrnmcnts :  lla  tH'-flftlis 
to  the  Imperial  Govcruinoit  ,  and  twu-iilths  to 
the  Indian  Government. 

222o.  8ir  Charle$  Briyht.']  Is  the  reserve 
fond  10  per  cent,  npon  the  gnjss  receipts  ? — ^Yea, 
tho  re-' rvt'd  ftind  10  per  t  ent.  ii|>on  the  gross 
receipts.  The  reserved  fund,  a?  you  may  eay, 
saw  ia  virtually  exhanated,  because  there  h\ 
large  amoTint  due  on  nrrmint  of  repairs ;  and  I 
think  that  will  take  very  nearly  tliG  wiiole  of  it, 
if  not  the  whole  of  it;  in  fact.'it  waa  a  reaerved 
fbnd  intended  for  repairs ;  but  the  line,  owiu'^  to 
fhe  light  cable  that  was  laid  between  Benghazi 
an-l  Alexandria,  Ins  failed  ho  often  thftt  the  re- 
pairs have  been  very  e.xjK'nsive. 

SS26.  What  ia  tiie  i)re.<«ent  state  of  the  line? — 
It  is  workinf^  very  wel!,  T  believe,  now;  it  i«  in 
good  order,  but  we  can  never  trust  that  light 
cable.  It  waa  a  light  cable  which  was  originally 
designed  to  be  laid  between  Falmouth  and 
Gibraltar,  for  a  vei^  deep  sea>line ;  but  it  waa 
laid  upon  a  rooky  coast,  and  n  oonataatty  being 
broken. 

n97.  Mr.  ChUdenJ]  Have  yon  no  official 

mt ait-"  of  knowing  the  expenditure  of  the  reserve 
ftjnd? — Tlie  lessees  have  at  different  tiroes  sent  xis 
in  accounts  for  repairs.  One  eet  of  repairs  were 
settled  and  paid  for  ?omc  time  ago  mit  of  tho 
reserve  fund,  after  an  arbitration,  wliich  cost  a 
good  deal  of  money;  and  now  there  is  an  account 
lor  seme  repairs  before  ua,  which  has  not  been 
Nttled  in  consequence  of  one  ti  lh«  tmateet  of 


the  reserve  fund,  on  behalf  of  Ae  leaseea  of  the  a  Sirongg^ 

line,  not  having  returned  u.*  tlio  ])ower  of  attoruey  Etq. 
for  the  sale  of  reserve  fund  stock,  whicli  was  — 
sent  to  him  to  be  signed.  6  Hay  s66ft. 

2228.  But,  under  the  jin  sent  lease,  the  Govern- 
ment have  nothing  to  du  with  repairs  ? — No, 
under  the  new  lease  they  have  nothing  to  do 
with  repairs ;  they  are  in  the  position  of  landiorda» 
receiving  a  rental. 

2229.  f^ir  (  h„rhx  r.n'jhfr\  Then  it  wa.s  not  o 
reserve  fund  properly  so  called  ? — That  is  what 
it  ia  denominated  in  the  lease. 

22.30.  Was  it  enijdoy(  d  from  year  to  year  for 
i  cjmirs? — A'o,  not  altogether  ho.  It  was  allowed 
to  go  on  accumulating,  and  when  the  re;  airs  took 
place,  then  the  company  made  the  oluini;  lieer.nje 
they  would  not  have  been  paid  out  of  the  reter;  ed 
fund  if  an  accident  to  the  line  had  ot-curred 
through  any  Idches  on  their  part;  but  after  it  was 
cerHned  that  the  damage  had  not  occurred  throi^h 
any  nii^inanagemejjt  of  the  company,  then  their 
claim  was  good  against  the  reserved  fund. 

8331.  Eto  you  coiistder  the  cable,  at  the  pre- 
sent time,  worih  the  amount  that  was  paid  for  it? 
— I  thiulv  tliat  an  engineer  would  give  a  better 
opinion  vi\nm  that  than  I  can.  It  cost  a  great 
deal  of  money,  436,000/.;  but  it  has  cost,  in  fact, 
a  great  deal  more  than  it  should,  because  its  desti^ 
nati<m  was  >(  \  cral  times  altered,  and  that  made 
it  cost  a  great  deal  more  than  it  otherwise  would 
have  cost.  Now,  I  believe,  they  can  make  the 
crdde^  eheapcr,  at  leat!t  I  am  lidd  .so;  1  am  not  an 
cKglnoer,  so  that  1  can  give  no  decided  opinion 
u|Hm  that  point. 

2232.  But  your  resen-e  has  not  apparently 
been  eufltcient  to  keep  the  cable  up  to  its  c  riginal 
value  ' — No,  I  -lionhl  think  hardl}  .  Up  to  this 
niouicnt  the  claims  which  are  against  it  i  think 
will  exhaust  it,  and  those  claims  are  not  quite 
settled;  bnt  nft^^r  the  l.'ith  of  May  \\v  idialt  naV6 
nothing  to  do  with  a  rcKTve  fund  at  all. 

2233.  Haveyou  had  any  valuation  of  the  cable 
made  by  any  competent  persons  at  any  time  — I 
think  it  is  hardly  possible  to  value  it,  because  it  is 
at  the  bottom  of  the  sea ;  and  we  know  that  it  is 
very  deteriorated  between  Benghazi  and  Alex» 
andria. 

2234.  Mr.  Marsh.]  Do  they  fish  it  up  when  it 
is  broken  ? — Yes ;  and  tliey  cut  the  weak  piece 
out,  and  I lut  a  fresh  piece  in.  Several  times  they 
have  taken  it  njv  ntid  eitt  out  the  weak  cable,  and 
put  in  a  heavier  cable  wherever  the  ground  is 
very  rocky. 

2235.  ^ix  Charkf  Br^ht,'\  Cannot  you  discov^ 
its  condition  at  such  periods  ? — ^It  is  an  expensive 

work  to  take  it  nji :  lie^ides,  it  i.s  \  ery  brittle  in  tiie 
parts  where  they  have  lifted  it,  and  it  snaps. 

2236.  During  such  repairs,  do  not  you  get 
some  insight  into  the  condition  of  the  enlde  .•' — 
Yes  ;  we  get  a  report  when  it  ia  repaired.  But 
vou  nuist  consider  it  is  1,300  miles  long,  and 
l)etwecn  Benghazi  and  Alexandria,  where  the 
worst  jiart  of  it  is,  it  is  between  500  and  600 
miles  hmp, 

2237.  However,  you  have  not  made  any  valua- 
tion of  the  cable  since  it  became  your  pmperty  1 
— No  ;  can  only  value  it  by  its  receii>t.-* ;  and 
during  the  American  war  the  receipts  were  larger 
than  tiiey  are  now. 

2238.  Have  you  ever  had  any  communication 
with  the  Austrian  Governuieut  about  tlic  line 
from  Kagusn  to  Malta  ? — That  was  before  I  had 
any  charge  of  tho  department|  which  I  have  now. 
There  waa  a  oonrideiable  corfea|ioiid<meo ;  aod 

p9  yoa 
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minrrss  07  stidsriob  tjuckht  axroas  tsb 


C.  Stm^  yo"  'Will       papora  land  IjeforB  PwKmiient  giving 

'Biq,        tlu^  11. '(nil-  of  ilio  cnrrcsjuiiiiJeiice  1n.'t\vi'cti  tlic 
-jiua.      Austrian  Guvertunent  and  our  own  Uovcniment; 
9  Wtf  tKS.  but  I  am  not  oognieant  at  the  nuitter  at  all. 

22.'^9.  Have  vouhad  im  commiinicntiati  lately  at 
all  troin  the  Austrian  Guvcniment ! — 1  have  not 
aeen  anything  lately. 

2240.  Mr.  AyrtoH.']  Have  you  laid  before  Par- 
liament the  last  contract  entered  into  about 
^Ia!t;i  .'—We  have  not  got  the  leMe  yet;  it  is 
not  fiui^ed. 

2241.  la  ft  not  settled  f— It  m  in  eouwe  of 
eettlcTnciit  by  the  jsolififur  cf  tlie  'IVf  ismv  and 
the  ~  >ll(  itors  to  the  company,  upon  terms  which 
wer'  virtually  agreed  npoa  between  Mr.  Peel 
anrl  Mr.  l\>ii<lcr. 

211 12.  Has  iluit  contract  been  made  subject  to 
the  n] 'probation  of  Parliament — I  suppose  there 
would  be  no  objection  to  lay  it  before  Parliament ; 
bnt  it  is  not  a  contract  at  all,  it  is  a  lease. 

*2lM,1.  Th  it  not  in  tlic  nafuro  <>\'  n  n mtrarf  ? — 
It  if'  a  Icn^e,  like  letting  a  hon?c;  it  is  a  lease  of 
the  line  to  a  company  upon  their  paying  a  certain 
rent  for  it.    We  do  not  pay  them,  they  pay  ti?. 

2244.  You  have  no  olniections,  you  pay,  Xu  lay 
it  l>ef<ire  Parliament  /—There  is  not  tlic  sli^rlitest 
objection^  wben  the  lease  ia  made,  to  laying  it  be- 
fbre  Parhament. 

224.'';.  I:*  till-  ^falfa  ami  E^r\  ]it  lirii'  no  longer 
a  part  of  the  communication  with  India  ?■ — I  sup- 
poee  they  send  mewaiges  by  it  still  for  the  packet. 

I  do  not  know  anytliinLC  al-imt  tlie  Pei'i'ian  (lulf: 
but  I  fancy  that  the  i\isiuii  Gulf  line  is  vcrj' 
expensive,  and  that  the  messages  do  not  always 
come  through  oorrect  I  know  no  particnlam 
about  it. 

:i;246.  1  favf  you  ever  paid  any  money,  under 
the  contract,  for  telegraphic  communication  be- 
tween Malta,  Sicily,  andOtranto? — ^Yee,wepe^ 
up  to  the  end  of  the  year  1862.  The  following 
ptntcnicnt  will  ehow  all  that  we  have  jiaid  under 
our  ri<;rccnient  witii  the Meditemuiean Extension 
Telegraph  Company. 


The  Amonnts  paid  by  tba  Bnglirfi  Otnemment 
uiiiter  the  Guarantee^  dnring  eMdi  TTslf  jiwi, 

are  as  fuiioMW : — 


!  £ 

(. 

d. 

Paid  M  or  ■bout      <\-t.  I-  jfi: 

—To  30  }um 

19 

10 

„      7  Frb.  IcoO 

„  31  fVp. 

IC«9 

976 

• 

• 

„    30  Aug.  IcCO 

oO  Juue 

IMO  , 

1,900 

„    21  Feb 

,,  3i  Urc 

IH60  : 

l.SOO 

»>  n 

„    26  Au£.  IH6I 

„  30  June  IStil 

3,101 

IS 

/»  n 

„    21  Feb.  IMOS 

„  31  Dw. 

IWl 

!  ."J.0S3 

15 

4 

>•  » 

„    11  Auj;.  li<A2 

.11  .?une 

I'm 

+ 

)•  M 

„    Iti  Feb.  iSlii 

„  31  Um. 

IOti2 

1  im 

< 

Tout  AmciiDt  Ret-cived  uwtrf  At  Gnormlte 

-  £. 

\  IS,BOB 

? 

9 

2247.  Was  it  not  in  1862  that  the  line  broke 
down  ?— No;  the  line  broke  down,  I  think,  in 

1859. 

2248.  You  mean  that  the  line  has  been  eelf- 
eustaining  since  then,  and  that  you  ha\  e  not  been 
called  upon  to  pay  the  guarantee  ?— Yes,  it  hu 
been  j>erfectly  self-sustaining;  we  have  pdd 
nothing  sijK  L'  tin'  31si  Deccmiicr  1>^C'2. 

2219.  Do  you  know  whether  thof«  i^iibstituted 
central  t.~  were  laid  before  J'arliament  ? — That  u 
mentioned  in  the  cr>rre8pondence ;  I  Iiave  tbe 
correspondence  here,  and  I  sec  markt*  ujx>n  it 
which  show  tliat  it  must  hfltre  been  printed  ftr 
Parliament. 

2250.  You  have  nothing  to  pay  now,  in  the 
( <  iiiiiiunu  atiiin  with  India,  liy  wiiy  (>!'  siili^idy, 
excepting  in  the  charge  tor  the  Indian  line ;  the 
Treasury  pay  notliing  for  it? — Ko;  theTreasnry 
]  !iy  Hi  tiling.  1  kii()W  nothing  about  the  Irnrian 
line  ;  that  does  not  come  into  the  Ticueury  at 
all. 

2251.  What  did  the  Treasurj'  pay  this  subsidy 
for;  for  the  communication  widi  Malta? — 1  sup- 
jjose  it  wag  a  j  art  of  the  scheme  to  ludia;  and  of 
course  it  was  to  JVlaita  too,  it  being  a  ^Dtttess 
under  the  Government.  Mr.  Wilson  was  Ike 
j)er«>u  who  originally  carrifd  it  out.  I  find  a 
letter  uf  his,  in  whic;h  the  arrangement  ibr making 
that  line,  and  for  the  payment  was  laid  down, 
and  that  has  been  before  PariiameBt. 


HouiiKi  Km(;iit,  Eiiq.,  further  Examiued. 


B.Eni^ktp       2212.  Chairman.'[  Do  you  wish  to  offer  any 
^•fli*        fuilijtjr  evidence  to  the  Committee,  witii  respect 
•     to  the  performance  of  tlie  Peninsular  and  Qnen* 
tal  Company  of  their  Indian  contract  i — Yes. 

2253.  On  what  point  do  von  wish  to  oflfer 
evidence?—  Upon  the  speed  of  the  cnmpany,  and 
the  eifects  of  the  monopoly  which  they  possess. 

2254.  Do  you  complain  of  the  speed  maintained 
up<  n  the  Indian  lines?— Upon  the  Bombay  lino 
especially. 

2255.  What  do  you  conceive  the  present  rate 
of  speed  to  be  ? — In  the  last  returns,  the  speed  for 
1863,  upon  the  Bombay  and  Suez  lino,  is  «riven 
at  9i  knot.4,  and  for  1864  at  nine  knots ;  and  I 
myself  tried  the  outward  voyages  of  1865 ;  and, 
as  far  as  I  could  make  out,  it  was  about  S^kuota 
f-ir  t'ln  roar ;  .-,>  that  there  has  been  a  steady 
deterioration  of  late  years. 

22.36.  What  do  you  think  the  speed  ought  to 
be? — Kleven  or  11 J  kno(.-i  an  hour. 

22.57.  Are  you  aware  of  any  mail  steamer.s 
which  perform  tlie  service  at  that  rate  ? — The 
Cunard  steamers  are  doing  better  than  that,  and 
have  been  for  years. 

22  jS.  Aro  you  quite  sure  upon  that  ]Miint?— 
Mr.  Howell,  tbe  other  day,  told  tbe  Committee 
dmt  the  average  speed  of  the  Canard  lines,  ac- 


cording to  the  latest  returns  lit  forc  I'urliaiiient 
(the  returns  of  1862),  waa  ubuul  dm  isaaie  8jH;ed 
na  that  of  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  ComfMny 
to-day.  I  have  in  my  hand  the  latest  ratam 
dated  the  20th  of  May  1862,  in  which  the  speed 
of  the  Cunard  line  is  given  for  l.stil  ;  and  I  nave 
taken  oat  the  average  speed  upon  the  .New  Yoik 
line,  homewards  aim  outwards  $  ami  I  find  thst 
the  outward  mail.-  Nvcro  carried,  on  llio  average/ 
in  12  days  and  11^  houre  iu  ihti  year  1801. 

2259.  Mr.  Laird.]  Wad  tliat  from  Qneen«> 
town? — Ko,  from  Liverjwol;  and  there  ivn*  a 
detention  of  six  hours,  on  the  average,  at  C^ucens- 
towii ;  so  that  tboy  weM  12  days  and  6  houn 
luider  steam. 

2260.  Chtthwam.]  What  speed  ner  honr  do 
you  conceive  that  to  be? — 10  IS  knut.-.  The 
homeward  mails  of  1861  averaged  11  days 
boors,  which  is  an  average  speed  of  11*48  Joiots. 
These  are  the  averagetf  taken  from  the  la?t  return, 

2261.  What  diistance  do  yuu  u^iaunie  thai  as 
being  ?— 3,100 Bules,  from^'Rainey's  Ocean  Post," 
which  I  have  in  my  hand.  I  also  took  out  the 
average  speed  of  the  **  Persia  "  for  the  year  1861, 
upon  the  same  line,  uiul  I  fnul  that  she  «)i.s 
exactly  10  days  on  the  average  outwards,  and  10 
daya  Mid  tS  aoma  bomewnrds,  giNing  a  speed  i«> 


Digitized  by  Google 


SELECT  COMMITTEli  ON  EAbI  lUiHA  COiUICNICATIONS. 


119:      /  c/  o- 


i.i>eetivtly  of  1"  knots  and  121 J  knots.    TlKit  wfts  ia  3,012  inilea  ? — Tli;it  would  make  only  a^iBMU  Ji.  fCuij/Ut 

tbe  Cuuaid  ajiccd  iu  IfciGl.    It  Mr.  Howell  were  difference,  about  ^'cth  of  the  whole.  Est). 

right  in  what  he  tuld  the  CSofQaiittee  th«  other  2270.  Suppoung  the  nte  at  wbieb  jou  stftte'   — 

dir,  that  the  Cuoard  flteamcrs  were  rnnnuig  at  the  Xorth  American  steamers  arc  foniicllcd  vrm  8  Majy 

ibottt  the  same  rata  ae  •&«  Peninsular  and  Oriental  attained  on  the  Bombay  line,  in  how  many  days 

vessels,  at  all  e  vents  on  tlic  IImiiiUhv  line,  you  would  the  mail  then  be  caaied ?'->Iii  from' 20  tO 

maid  be  164  days  getting  your  mails  from  ^'ew  21  days ;  say  20^  days. 

Ink.  The  preient  average  is  10|  days  from  New  227 1.  What  u  the  time  at  pveaent  oeeupied 

IV^.  ^  '  ;  ^1  ;^ives  a  q>etjd  uflu  twecn  12  and  13  TwcnTv-finir  and  a  half  day*;  there  would  be  a 

kaou.    1  bag  leave  U»  liiiiid  in  thc^e  rctuni.s.  saving  ol  tour  days. 

{Tk  Wiliuss  t'ehvrred  in  the  same.)  2272.  Wliatdoyou  compnte  to  be  the  exact 

2262.  ChniniKiii.']  Do  you  tliink  that  the  wpeed  distance   by  sea   and    railway  from  Dover  ro 
fll'the  Indian  ui:iil  -tcamers  ought  to  be  the  siuue  liomUay  by  way  «d  Alaraciiles? — There  are 

i£  that  of  the  North  American  Btcamcrs,  what-  miles  of  railway  exactly  ftomLmidoil  to  Bombay, 

ever  that  s|>ceU  lua^  be     Most  certainly.  .  and  4^46 1.  knots  at  sea. 

2263.  Do  yoa  thmk  that  the  circumstances  of  2278.  Have  you  got  the  oonedtnent  }>art8  of 
the  cx-e.-  aic  analngous,  so  aa  to  justify  you  in  tho^e  4,401  knota  ? — Yes;  from  Dover  to  Calais 
BakiDg  ilmt  statement? — I  nm  satf^fiod  thiit  the  22  miles;  from  Manjeiilcs  to  Malta  650;  from 
ii£«n  line  is  :i  far  more  favouralik' ono  f  or  ^-h  am  Malta  to  Alexandria  815;  from  Snec  to  Aden 
jKjuer  than  the  Atlantic  Utsc.  On  llic  Atlantic  1,308,  and  from  Aden  to  Bombay  1,664;  I  have- 
luie  tlicre  are  constant  detentions  iiom  fops,  from  taken  those  figures  from  the  Peninsular  aud. 
webergs,  .and  from  stonns, ;  ^^  c  have  nothing  of  Oriental  ('ompany'e  published  prospectus. 

the  kind  on  the  Indian  line;  and  though  it  may  ^  2274.  What  time  do  you  allow  for  deteuticms 

be  the  case,  that  there  is  aome  little  loss  of  jwwer  in  your  estimate  of  the  time  .' — Sixty-six  hours  ; 

ia  tiie  Indian  seas  from  the  ]>i<:lior  rate  of  teuipe-  nearly  three  full  da\  !«. 

ntuBS  of  the  water,  and  the  difficulty  of  con«  ^  2275.  At  what  places? — I  will  give  the  par- 

deiuuig;  the  Committee  most  know  that  that  can  tienhre.   I  alhiw  a  Rti>p])age  at  Dovw  of  four 

o»iy  be  a  very  triflincr  con-idoraf  ion  ;  if  ymi  put  linnrs ;  a  needle->!y  iaiixc  .-ti  |i]iai.'e,  I  imagine;  at 

itdotvnut  half*  a  knot  au  hour,  1  iuiagiut;  il  would  Calui^  iuur  liuitr^;  at  i'aris  lour  hours;  at  Mar- 

l>e  die  full  extent  of  it,  or  more.    But  the  argu-  scillcs  four  hours;  at  Malta  eight  hours  fijr  ooal; 

ueut  i;»  worth  imtliinir,  I>oeaiu-e  the  speed  of  the  at  xVlexaudria  five  hours. 

Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company's  vesseU  on  2276.  But  is  it  not  a  matter  of  cue's  own  por- 

tlus  side  of  Sues,  is  ainoafe  the  same  ae  on.  the  sonal  experience  that  the  mails  arc  taken  alung- 

oihcfside.  side  the  steamer  on  Dover  Pier '( — I  am  giving 

2M4.  Ia  your  allegation  ^at  the  Peninsular  these  large  detentions  that  I  may  not  be  con* 

C!i!  Oriental  Company  employ  au  inferior  clasa  .-idercd  extrava<,Mnt   In  estimating   the  period 

of  vessels,  or  that  they  do  not  propel  the  vessels  witiiin  which  the  mails  shuuid  be  carried. 

Aai  th;y  have  at  the  rate  at  which  they  could  2277.  Practically,  there  is  no  detention  at  all, 

?r  pel  tiicm?— T  am  disposed  to  tlnuk  that  it  is  is  thert  ? — ft  is  ^ery  little;  I  had  put  down  two 

•Ml  the  inferior  class  of  ship  thut  Ls  employed,  hours  in  niy  ]iuper,  but  am  ready  to  allow  four. 

iiQi  the  expenditure  of  fuel  which  prevents  their  2278.  We  know  that  the  mail  leaves  London 

iking  it    xhey  will  not  expend  the  fuel  to  get  a  on  the  evening  of  one  day,  and  on  the  morning  of 

rate  of  speed,  wi^  tike  PoetOflioe  ulow  Ae  following  day  but  one,  at  eight  o'clock,  it 

dtem  to  be  cither  withilk or wilhont thmr oontiact,  leaves  Marseilles? — Xo  doubt  that     so  ;  I  have 

u  titey  now  do.  allowed  for  a  detention  at  Aden  of  10  to  15 

fSKL  Yonai^gnel]Mtiti8a4}oestionwholly of  hours;  but  there  ought  to  be  no  stoppage  at 

exfwnse,  in  eonncction  with  fuel? — Yes,  wholly  Aden  at  all;  It  is  a  mem  question  of  fuel ;  niraiu, 

(it  expense  ;  we  ought  to  get  a  better  s|>eed  on  they  do  not  want  to  coal  at  tiucz  bccauijc  ol  the 

the  lediau  line  than  upon  ma  Atlaatic.  expense. 

2266.  Practically,  it  comes  to  a  question  of  an  2279.  What  is  the  shortest  time  in  which  you 
mcresse  in  the  subsidy  paid  ? — I  will  speak  upon  have  ever  known  the  mails  to  be  carried  to 
tiiat  ])re8ently  if  you  will  [allow  me.  1  am  not  Bombay  ?— Nineteen  day?  and  six  hours, 
asttstied  tlmt  we  rmuira  a  subsidy  at  all,  for  the  2280.  Under  what  circumstances  was  that 
OKriage  of  the  Inmm  mails;  at  all  events  at  the  exceptional  passage  madeT^We  have  frequently 
|Mnat  rate  of  speed.  had  the  mail  in  20  days  and  a  few  hours:  the 

2267.  Are  you  aware  that  it  was  jprcn  in  instance  1  refer  to  was  during  the  monsoon, 
eridence  the  other  day  that  vessels  which  have  pobably,  under  otreumstanees  which  I  do  not 
attained  a  certain  _^p(  >  d  iii  the  Mi  diterranenn  Icnnw,  when  the  company  miifit  have  chosen  to 
Iwe  half  a  knot  when  liiey  arc  transferred  t*j  tine  expend  mure  fuel ;  1  can  only  account  for  it  so, 
otlicr  side  of  the  Isthmus  ? — I  heard  that,  and  I  We  have  frequently  had  it  in  20  days  Mid  ft  ftw 
My  that  nombly  it  may  ha  trae.   From  the  in*  hours* 

qwssed  «flienhy  of  ceanensation,  there  maybe  a  tS81.  Are  yon  aware  of  wlwt  the  oontnMSt  rate 

!o?i  of  half  a  knot,  but  licre  is  a  JlfTcrencc  of  of  speed  is? — Il  Ib  10  knott-. 

kuiM :  the  speed  of  last  year,  on  the  Bombay  2282.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  within  yr>ur  expczi* 

Hue,  was  8^  xnots,  compared  widi  12^  knots  on  ence,  have  the  Bombay  mails  generally  beOA 

tilt  Atlantic  service.  carried  within  the  contract  time? — Certainly  not. 

'I'iUH.  Where  do  you  get  the  distaucca  from  The  Parliamentary  Ketum  shows  they  have  not ; 

u;">n  whieh  you  base  your  computation  of  the  they  have  been  eonrtantly  below  it. 

time  taken  in  the  transit  of  the  North  American  2283.  Has  the  oonpny  laid  itself  O^  to 

steamers? — ^*The  Ocean  Steam  Navigation,  by  peimlties? — ^In  all  Ihcir  contrscts  there  u  thi» 

Thomaa  lUinaj ;    it  is  fhoNi.  givw  aa  3,100  noticeable  fact,  that  llicn  ie  no  p«mrioii  what* 

uiies.  ever  fiur  penalties. 

2269.  Iaakod1ln«QaitiBftbaoanMlamnader  11284.  Me.  CAaUsrv.]  Is  that  the  eate  vndw 

the  impresaflbMyaute  IliaPwt  Office dirtansft  the  preset  oantractf— That  I  wU  ooom  to  i>r&^ 

.  O-iS.   .          .  .  ;  f4  .  .  .aentJy. 
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R.  Kniijlil,   scntly.  There  i«  no  proviriim  for  penalfic-  in  the 
fiiq.       old  contracts ;   the  cuuipany  has  been  allowed 
—      to  go  nt  any  speed  they  pleased,  so  long  as  they 
S  Mty  1M6.  tnaiiitained  WMt  the  Post  Offioe  thought  ft  decent 
epeed. 

2285*  Chairman.']  Arc  jcni  not  aware  that  it 

appears  upon  the  v.xvi.:  of  the  dccunicntti  which 
have  been  handed  in  io  tlie  Committee,  that  uu 
annual  adjustment  has  been  made,  between  the 
Fo^t  Oihce  and  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental 
Company,  under  which  penalties  are  inflicted, 
and  premiums  awarded,  the  rc  suit  of  uln(  L  lia.^ 
been  in  favour  of  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental 
Company? — I  think  that  e\-idcnce  has  exclusive 
refrroiicc  I0  goincthinfr  whicli  has  taken  place 
within  tlie  last  two  montiis,  when,  as  I  supjwise, 
the  company  and  the  Post  Office  foresaw  that 
this  inqmry  was  coming  on.  The  Ketum  of  the 
10th  of  May  1B65  ])rolcsses  to  include  the  excees 
of  penalties  ovor  jo  rniiiiiiis;  and  I  find  that  there 
are  no  penalties  whatever. 

2266.  When  yon  use  the  word  "  pi'ofess,'*  do 
you  ilisjiiilc  tlif  aofuracv  of  the  Return?  —  I 
suppose  1  bhouhl  say  that  it  j^ve:*  it ;  it  giv^  s 
the  rates  of  charges,  and  the  deductions  for  penal- 
ties, and  tlie  premiums  awarded,  for  1863  and 
1864  ;  there  is  a  foot  note,  "  Kxccss  of  ])cnaltic8 
over  jircmiums,"  and  the  text  sliows  that  no 
penalties  have  ever  been  inHictcfl  upon  the 
Pemnsular  and  Oriental  Company ;  I  doubt 
whether  there  has  ever  lircn  a  remonstrance. 

22b7.  Are  you  aware  that,  under  the  presfnt 
eontnfCt  which  ha>  i)cen  cuttrod  into  bctwcin  the 
Govcrnm<»nt  and  the  renin-u'ar  anil  Oriental 
Company,  the  (juestion  of  time  ha.■^  bet  a  otlic  rmse 
r^;ulated,  and  that  the  company  is  not  bound  to 
perf<»mitBToyages  at  a  certain  rate  per  hour,  but 
to  perform  Ihe  vuyncc  withitt^  a  certain  time  ?— 
Yes.  I  am  Aware  of  it,  but  it  is  a  very  recent 
regulation. 

2288.  And  there  is  a  penalty  offiO/.  inflicted 

upon  thf  rnmpanv  fnr  cvr>ry  day  !iryoiir!  finio, 
and  a  premium  of  231.  uvvauled  ti>  the  (•om]^)any 
for  every  day  that  the  steamer  is  within  the  time? 
— Tlie  penalty  is  ridiculous.  When  yon  remem* 
ber  that  it  is  a  (juestion  of  fuel,  oO/.  a  day  is  of 
no  importance  whatiM  or. 

22ti9.  But  the  papers  bcl'oro  the  Committee 
ehow»and  the  evidence  given  shows  that  the  com- 
pany has  not  been  behind  its  tinK  ? — The  l>otnb.iy 
line  is  the  one  that  I  am  c^tKLiuily  referring  tu ; 
the  most  important  cf  all  the  lines ;  there  is  no 
line  which  will  compare  with  it  fur  a  moment ; 
and  on  that  line  the  lleturns  show  a  sjiecd  con- 
atantly  below  the  contract  rate. 

22£k).  Do  you  confine  your  observations  just 
vow  to  the  Bombay  UneP — Specially  to  the 
Bombay  line. 

2291.  Do  you  state,  that  ui>on  that  line  the 
Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company  have  been 
habitually  behlml  their  time? — Ye.-.  Iialiitiinllv  ; 
they  have  carried  at  a  rate  at  wliich  we  could 
have  ffot  the  mails  carried  for  the  ocean  jjostage, 
without  any  subsidy  at  all  j  we  might  have  Iwd 
etenmers  running'  between  Bombay  and  Suez, 
re<'eivin<^  dimply  the  oeeaii  postage,  and  wetfaould 
have  got  the  m^b  carried  as  quickly. 

22^.  Do  you  maintain  that  the  present  speed 
shows  no  improvement  uptm  the  s]ice<l  of  ten 

{ears  ago  ? — I  have  not  the  data  to  refer  to,  but 
affinn  from  memory  that  the  time  in  whieh  the 
mails  have  been  carried  for  years  past  shows  a 
deterioration ;  they  are  not  carried  as  quickly  ad 
they  were  ten  years  ago. 

Are  you  aware  that  a  question  of  speed 


is  practically  a  question  of  expense',  ami  the  ques- 
tion of  expense  depends,  in  a  great^degree,  upon  1 
the  consumptbtt  and  the  cost  of  Tnel  in  we  Eastern  | 

seas? — 1  believe  it  ia  entirely  a  question  eif  the 
cost  of  fuel  with  such  vesiKjls  as  the  company 
posses?. 

2294.  Arc  you  acquainted  with  the  cost  of 
cuul  ill  the  Eaetcrn  seas? — I  have  a  strong  impres- 
sion  that  Mr.  Howell's  statement  that  the  average 
cost  of  eoal  in  Bombay  for  the  last  five  years  mb  | 
heen  29  mpeea  a  ton  u  incorrect ;  I  am  reason* 
al)lv  eurc  tnat  the  average  i-ust  of"  coal  in  Bora- 
bay  has  not  been  more  than  2U  rupees  to  22  rupees  1 
a  ton  during  the  laat  five  years;  I  mean  the  aak  ' 

])riee  of  it. 

22y,i.  Have  you  any  UocumcQtary  evidence  to 
prove  that? — ^No>I]ia.Te  not;  lam  statiiynij 
impreeeioB. 

2296.  Are  you  siieakiug  of  the  price  dT  coal 
a.'*  delivered  by  the  seller  to  the  buyer? — Yes. 

2297.  Docs  that  include  the  charges  of  hand* 
ling,  management,  storage,  or  the  loss  in  wdgbt 
by  exposure  to  the  air? — Yes;  all  that  is  in- 
cluded iu  the  selling  price,  I  state  my  belief  that 
the  selling  price  of  coal  in  Bombay  has  not  ex- 
ceeded 20  rupees  to  22  rupee*  ft  ton  npoa  the 
average  of  the  last  five  years. 

2298.  Do  you  mean  delivered  at  that  |wiee?— ' 
I  mean  as  quoted  in  the  price  currenta. 

2299.  Do  you  &ink  that  tiiat  would  have  been 
a  fair  price  fir  .1  eonipany,  using  siieh  an  enor- 
mous amount  of  ei>al  the  Tculuaulur  and  Ori- 
ental CoiU[)any  do,  to  have  relied  u|)on? — I  shimld 
have  supposed  tiiat  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental 
Company  wauld  have  beon  able  to  snpjily  them* 
selves  u|X)U  much  better  terms.  In  their  report 
ending  the  dist  of  March,  IbfiOj  the  Direoton 
told  we  shareholders  that  the  aven^  cost  of 
coal  at  all  their  stations  was  5\s.  7(1.:  In  a 
subsequent  report  I  think  it  was  stated  to  be 
46 «.  Now  Bombay  certunly  catmot  be  one  of 
fbeir  miwt  expensive  stations:  I  should  think  it 
would  be  one  of  the  cheapest,  because  vessels 
going  there  obtun  fireij^t  only  on  the  bonwwiid 
voyage. 

2300.  Sup]x>8ing,  for  the  sake  of  argument, 
that  22  rupees  u  ton  is  a  fair  average  market  price 
for  coal  in  Bombay,  may  it  not  be  the  fiu;t  that 
that  comparative  cheapness  of  price  is  doe  to  ^ 
circumstanre  tliat  the  Penlnsiilar  and  Oriental 
Comjiauy  do  not  loi>k  lu  the  liombay  market  for 
their  supplies ;  bnt  they  guard  themselves  against 
the  rnntmgency  of  high  prices  there  by  making'- 
cuiitracts  in  this  country  I'ur  the  deli\  ery  uf  coal 
to  them  in  Bombay  and  Aden,  and  elsewhere  ? — 
Yes ;  but  a  company  which  can  keep  360  vesseb 
at  once  afloat  at  sea  with  coal,  is  Ukdy,  I  tfclnlr, 
to  make  the  very  lu'st  of  the  price  of  coal  that 
can  be  made,  uud  to  lay  iu  their  stores  at  tiie  very 
lowest  rate  ]>os8iblc. 

2301.  Do  you  rnqnitc  tlie  fact  of  the  figur.s 
being  correct  that  Mr.  nonell  gave  in  the  otlicr 
day  as  lepresenting  the  sum  which  the  coal  coet 
the  company  for  consumption? — We  are  satisfied 
in  India  that  the  accounts  ci  the  Penin.sular  and 
Oriental  Company  are  go  made  up,  bo  that  their 
dividends  do  not  show  fairly  wintt  their  profits 
really  are. 

2302.  Will  you  ha\e  the  goodness  to  answer 
my  {question  ? — We  are  perfectly  persuaded  that 
fi-om  the  coal-fltoirea-of  the  company  large  d^ 
duetions  on  the  ground  of  deterioration  are  made 
year  by  ycai'  to  lessen  their  profits;  and  h^rge 
additions  made  to  the  cost,  in  making  np  tig 
ftocoiinta  for  the  Poet  Office  or  for  tfaia  CMnmitteet 
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to  ehow  how  costly  tlieir  service  is.  Large  deduc- 
tion* arc  made  in  their  books  by  which  the  ftp|>a- 
rent  ralue  of  the  storca  by  no  means  corrcnpouds 
irith  tbe  stored  in  their  godowoe.  We  do  not 
ItUBt  tlie  company's  statementB. 

2303.  "Wlion  you  say  lluit  you  are  persuaded 
tlntthat  is  tbe  i'act ;  I  pre>'umc  you  mean  no  more 
AiB  to  give  the  Committee  to  believe  that  thatw 
^ouridea;  you  have  uo  cvidcuce  of  the  fact  to 
girc  the  Committee  ? — It  \&  a  %cry  Htrong  idea, 
ind  it  rests  upon  a  very  close  inspeotkiL  w  tbeir 
luUUitid  aocounta  for  many  jean. 

S304.  Bat  die  meretarjr  to  the  company  ha* 
rtiled  here  the  method  hy  which  they  obtain 
their  supplies  of  coal,  auul  ho  stated  that  it  was 
done  by  adTertascmcntij,  (ir  by  applications  made 
\t\  shipowners,  and  that  they  e  tlio  b cue  fit  of 
comiietition,  and  ho  ha.-;  pivttii  uss  tlie  prices  at 
which  their  contracts  ii  1'  liverableat  Suez,  and 
•iAdeq,  and  at  Bomb^;  do  not  you  give  the 
Fkunnuar  and  Oriental  Company  credit  for  get- 
ting coals  on  the  cheapest  tt  nna  they  can  r — 
Tou  will  observe  that  there  was  25  per  cent, 
added  to  that  cost  for  some  extraordinary  accu- 
muhttion  of  chaigea»  wluob  I  eonfiBfls  I  ociuld  not 
understand. 

2305.  I  understAnd  that  25  per  cent,  to  repre- 
Nnt  the  expenBee  of  the  management  of  the  coal, 
tUdeteriontumof  the  quality  and  the  low  of 
weight;  and  the  secretary  stated  in  answer  to  a 
question  which  was  put  to  hioi,  that  they  made 
no  profit  upon  their  coal  account ;  the  Committee, 
I  think,  would  he  bound  to  rt'ceivc  that  as  a  fact, 
ualeas  you  can  ^ivc  us  an^  documeutary  evidence 
ia  o^pontiom  to  it  ?— I  thinlc  yon  would  he  bound 
to  noHTe  it  aa  a  fact. 

S30<t.  However,  your  opinion  generally  is, 
that  the  cost  of  the  coal  ha«  been  aomevhafe  ex* 
liberated  ? —  Yes. 

S307.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  your  own 
u  to  the  expenditure  of  coals  in  vcssclii  of  certain 
dimensions,  with  reference  to  the  rate  uf  speed 
at  which  they  are  to  be  propelled  ? — None  of  my 
own  imowledge;  but  I  have  here  **jEUinej  8 
Oectt  Poet,**  in  which  the  consmnption  of  ooab 
is  srivcn  a.^  follows :  a  vessel  of  2,500  tons  dis- 
placement, at  eight  miles  an  hour,  will  buru  21*1 
low  per  day,  at  nine  miles  she  will  bum  80 
ton-!,  and  nt  t^n  miles  she  will  1  -tr!!  41*2  tons. 

2308.  bo  tlmt  the  effect  (A  iiu  reasing  the  rate 
«f  qpeed  1-|  knots  an  hour,  would  be  to  double 
fhe  oooanmption  of  ooala?— I  take  ii  that  the 
eoDBunptiini  of  coal  at  t\  knota  would  be  abont 
25  tons  per  day,  at  10  knots  about  41  tons.  So 
that  it  would  be  virtually  an  enhancement  of  tlie 
subsidy  by  a  verj  hu^  amount,  if  they  are 
a!ln?rcd  to  run  at  the  .sj^"'"'!  of  9  knots,  or  8.^ 
knots  when  the  contract  rate  is  10,  and  they  are 
INid  at  llie  rate  of  10  knots.  If  they  axe  allowed 
to  run  at  a  lower  late,  the  ei^nditnie  of  coal  ia 
greatly  leeaenedt  which  in  TirtnaHT  an  enbanee- 
ment  of  the  subsidy ;  and  T  thinlc  I  can  show 
that  the  lessened  speed  is  equivalent  to  an  en- 
hancement of  the  aabridy  on  the  Bombay  line  of 
30,000  i.  odd  a  year. 

2309.  How  do  you  arrive  at  that  'i — I  take  the 
omnber  of  days  vovage,  14  days ;  and  the  saving 
per  daj»  16  tons  of  coal.  I  mnltiplj  that  by  48, 
the  number  of  voyages,  and  take  the  ooatci  coal 
at  Mr.  Ilowcirs  rate,  21.  18  a,  per  ton,  and  I  find 
the  amount  to  be  30,000  /. 

S310.  IVliat  ia  the  mileage  rate*  aooording  to 
Tour  information,  of  the  subsidy  pud  to  the  com- 
pany ? — I  cannot  understand  Mr.  Howell's  evi- 
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dence  upon  this  (loint.  The  mileage  rate  is  mo3t 
distinctly,  in  the  contract  of  July  1854,  stated  to 
be  on  the  iJombay  line  6«.  2dL  a  mile*  Mr 
Howell  stated  it  to  be  2«.  I^d. 

9311.  How  do  yon  get  at  the  6».  l«f.? — By  the 
3l8t  parafrraph  of  the  nombay  contract,  ot  the 
7tb  July  1854,  under  which  tiiey  arc  now  run- 
nings they  are  liaUe  to  a  deduetion  from  the 
contract  service  money,  at  the  rate  of  6«.  2(/.  per 
nautical  miie,  under  certain  circum.st.inccH,  and 
working  out  the  mileage  distance  at  that  rate, 
6<.  2<£,  it  giTes  the  amount  of  the  aubsidy 
84,0007.  odd. 

2312.  TIavc  you  anything  tosaytipon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  subsidy  generally? — I  thijik  the  sub- 
sidy paid  upon  this  line  haa  been  nearer  80,0OU  /. 
than  40,000  /.,  for  the  reasouB  I  have  stated.  The 
total  amount  of  the  subsidy  given  to  iliia  com?* 
pany  is  enormous;  it  is  upwards  of  400,000/. 
When  I  waa  here  befiure,  X  was  under  the  im- 
preasion  that  it  waa  900,000  f.;  but  I  aee  by  the 
returns,  tliat  it  is  402,000/.,  which  is  20  per 
cent,  per  annum  upon  their  paid-up  capital. 

2313.  Ipreaome  that  the  amount  of  subndy 
has  reference  to  the  service  performed,  and  not 
to  the  amount  of  capital  employed  by  the  com- 
pany in  performing  it  ? — No  doubt ;  but  a  conv- 
pany  which  starts  with  20  per  cent,  subeidy  upon 
Its  capital  per  annum  is  plainly  in  eironmateaoea 
to  destroy  cumpetition,  however  neceaaaryfbr  tiia 
public  iuterest  competition  may  be. 

2314.  Were  you  a  party  at  any  time  to  a  pro- 
position made  to  the  1  ost  Office  for  the  establieh- 
mcnt  ot  a  fortnightly  service  to  Bombay  ? — Yes, 
I  saw  Mr.  Hill  two  or  three  times  about  it,  and  I 
proposed  to  him  thatweahould  be  allowed  to  atart 
a  fortnightly  nuul  from  Bombay,  and  to  reoeive  as 
remuneration  simply  the  ocean  mail  postage. 
Here  is  a  copy  of  the  letter  which  I  addrcf^cd  to 
Mr.  HUl  on  that  occasion,  and  it  is  in  these 
terms:  ''Jerusalem  Coffee  House,  20  March 
1865.  To  t'redcnck  liill,  Esq.,  Stcretary, 
Genei-al  Post  Office,  London.  Sir, — Will  yon 
kindly  inform  me  whether,  in  the  event  of  my 
fKends  running  first-class  steamers  fortnightly 
hefwoeu  Suez  and  liombay,  alternately  with  tlie 
vessels  <<f  the  Peninsidar  and  Oriental  bteam 
Navif^ation  Company,  yott  will  be  prepared  to  en- 
trust them  by  each  opjwrtunitv,  v,  :!h  the  carriage 
of  Her  Majcbty'ji  maild  to  and  from  India;  and 
grant  them,  as  remuneration  for  such  service,  the 
ocean  poeti^ie  you  now  charge  for  the  transit  of 
letteie,  &o.,  between  the  porta  named  ?.  Should 
you  be  able  to  answer  this  inquiry  in  tbe  afTir- 
mative,  will  you  then  kindly  furnish  nic  with 
parlaeulam  of  &e  weight,  number  of  letten^ 
amount  of  postage,  &c.,  of  the  Indian  mall9,  now 
carried  fortnightly  by  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental 
Company's  vessels  from  Suez,  vi&  Galle,  to 
Madras  and  Calcutta*  as  I  am  sa^fied  that  the 
service  I  aeek  to  establish  will  attract  nearly  all 
the  Indian  p  rtl n  of  these  mails  to  Bombay,  as 
the  most  rapid  line  of  transit.  I  have,  &&, 
^^awl^  JZ.  Knightt  chief  proprietor,  *  Timea  of 

2315.  Did  you  make  that  tonderon  bfhalf  of 
any  company? — Yes,  at  the  requeatcf  a  company 
in  India,  and  I  was  tdd  that  the  pnqiweition  could 
not  be  entertained. 

2;n6.  Was  that  a  company  who.^e  head  quar- 
ters were  in  India? — Yes,  their  head  quarters 
were  in  India. 

2317.  Do  you  think  that  there  would  not  have 
been  some  practical  inconvenience  in  the  Post 
Q  Offios, 
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JL  Knitjhl,   Office  here,  making  a  new  contract  with  a  com- 
Kiq.        pany  abroad  for  the  conveyance  ol"  ite  tuaUu  ? — 
—       I  do  not  think  that  the  Post  Office  h«re  should 
p  m%y  i860,  enter  into  any  such  contract;  it  is  a  matter  for 
the  Indian  Poet  Office.    1  do  not  sco  why  tltc 
latter  should  be  kept  in  kiiding  strings  for  ever 
hj  the  General  Post  Office  of  Uiia  ooaotrr  j  we 
«re  M  OMteUe  of  m«naging  our  Post  Office  in 
India  as  Australia  u  of  maniijrinj:  lipr*. 

2318.  You  mean  fur  the  seryice  between  k:iaez 
and  lioinbay  ? — Yee,  Sues  eiid  Bombfty*  but  i^bfr 
through  to  England. 

2319.  If  you  claim  on  behalf  of  the  people  of 
India  that  you  shonld  have  practicalt^r  the  con- 
trol of  the  Poiit  Office  ooiiimunication,  what 
answer  should  yuu  give  to  a  similar  claim  made 
00  the  pert  of  the  people  of  England? — We  do 
not  daim  tbe  oontroi  of  H ;  but  we  claim  to  treat 
upon  equal  t«rm8  with  your  Poet  Office.  As  it 
IB  ninv,  thr  Gen*!riit  Pot-t  Office  does  as  it  please* 
with  us,  and  with  our  revenues  too.  In  a  letter 
ftam  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Li^, 
flntfil  the  5th  of  October,  \W6,  to  the  Secretary 
ot  tho  General  rot-t  Office,  the  Secretary  of  State 
says,  that "  the  decimon  of  the  queotion  is  entirely 
ki  the  hands  ol'  the  PostmasteivOenend.''  I  am 
Mtiwfied  ^Bt  while  the  Po8tma8ter>General  of  this 

country   is   allowed    to   admitilt^ter   our  jiostnl 

finances  as  he  pleases,  the  people  of  India  will  be 
inequitably  dMlt  widt;  it  is  In  the  nature  ef 

things  that  it  should  be  so. 

2S20.  Are  yon  aware  that  in  all  that  the  Post- 
muter-Oeneral  does  here  in  connection  with  tlie 

Indian  raail-f,  lie  acts  in  ct  nimxinication  with  the 
Secretary  ot'  State  for  India? — I  am  quite  aware 
of  it, 

2321.  Therefore,  the  people  of  Iiidin,  or  ilic 
Government  of  Imlia,  have  a  tlirect  influence  upon 
the  proceedings  of  the  Postmaster-General  through 
the  India  Office? — But  unfortunately  it  is  a 
money  question,  and  Ae  Secretary  of  State  for 
India,  and  tlie  Pofitrnaster-Gencral  of  thin  kinc;- 
dom,  are  niinisti  rs  of  the  same  cabinet^  and 
ParHsment  is  acctistomed  to  scrutinize  very 
cloficly  the  expenditure  every  year,  and  it  is 
plain,  from  Mr.  Hill's  evidence,  that  the  Post 
Office  is  determined  to  make  their  establishnkent 
pay,  and  ?o  escape  criticipm. 

2.322.  What  your  prupuaal  miw ;  is  it  that 
too  much  or  too  little  ia  paid  for  the  service  ? — 
At  the  present  speed,  I  av satisfied  that  too  much 
is  paid,  for  llie  nne  is  an  ianuen^elv  lucrative 
one ;  10,000,000  L  of  qieoie  is  carried  year  after 
year  upon  it. 

S3S3.  You  diink*  that  for  the  same  sum  of 
ihoncy,  a  better  service  could  he  obtained? — 
Yef ;  at  thits  moment  there  are  steamers  running 
without  a  sahflidy,  on  acoount  of  the  traffio  on 
t3ie  line. 

2334.  "Would  thej-  be  able  to  give  the  guaran- 
tee to  the  j.ulilic  a  company  possessed  of  a 
large  ca|>ital  and  a  lar^je  number  of  steamers  like 
the  Penmsular  and  Onoital  Company  can  give  t 

—They  rnuld  i^ive  any  amount  of  <,MK'»rantce. 

2325.  1  mean  tiuch  a  guarantee  as  the  poeses- 
saon  of  a  refwrve  of  veteeb  which,  as  has  been 

stated  in  evidence,  has  ahvayn  enabled  the  Pen- 
insular and  Oriental  Company  to  supply  a  vessel 
^-hen  they  have  been  so  unfortunate  as  to  lose 
one?— I  should  think  in  six  monthi*,  or  nine 
months,  they  would  doit.  They  probably  might 
not  be  able  to  do  it  within  a  niontli,  or  a  couple 
of  months;  but  one  of  those  companies,  the 
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very  fine  fleet  now. 

2326.  What  is  the  size  of  their  vessels^ 
Many  of  them  are  1,2(K)  tone  burthen. 

2;i27.  Do  you  think  that  a  1,200  ton  steamer 
would  be  calculated  to  jierlonn  tlie  voyacre  to 
Sues  hi  a  shorter  space  of  time  than  one  of  the 
Peninsithr  and  Oriental  Company's  sieameraT— 
No,  bnt  they  would  make  the  t^peed  attained  by 
the  Peaiasular  and  Oriental  Company  ;  and  the 
tiling  is  to  get  the  thin  end  of  the  wedge  of  oon> 
petition  in.  If  we  once  get  that  in*  we  shall  sooa 
get  an  efficient  service. 

2328.  And  you  think  the  way  to  fin  tint  \vm\A: 
be  to  have  an  altemale  fortnight  iy  service  ?~ 
Yes ;  we  shall  never  get  a  thoroughly  edioieiit 
service  until  It  i-^  ho;  T  know  the  convicti m  of 
every  man  in  India  who  understands  the  subject, 
from  tiio  Government  dowawardiS.  I  will  rssd 
the  opini  uis  of  the  Government  of  India  apoB 
the  subject  it"  the  Cumniittee  wish  me  to  do  so^ 

2329.  In  what  form  has  thnt  ojiiuion  been  ex- 
piMsed  ? — In  the  form  of  official  i«perB,  whidi 
have  lately  been  published  in  India;  I  imsgbs 
that  those  papers  must  be  before  the  (^ominittsSi 
If  they  are  not  they  certainly  ouf^ht  t«  be. 

2380.  What  date  are  they  V  'I'hey  arrived  by 
the  last  mail  from  India,  but  I  imagine  that  they 
arc  all  before  the  Committee.  I  refer  to  the  cor- 
respondenoe  which  has  taken  place  up<in  the  sab* 
jaot  of  a  weekly  mail  servioe  between  England 
and  Bombav. 

2331.  What  is  the  date  of  that  corre^ModsBee? 
—From  July  1865  to  February  1866. 

2332.  Can  you  state,  that  in  the  event  of 
notice  bt  inir  given  by  the  Gnvernmont  to  the 
Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company  to  terminate 
their  contract,  there  would  bo  a  fair  au)Ount  of 
competition  from  India  i* — My  dedre,  oertsinly, 
wooid  be  that  th«  existing  aerviee  of  tiie  PeMa> 
ndar  and  Oriental  Company  to  Bombay  shoold 
not  be  terminated.  I  my,  let  it  be  carried  Oa; 
but  let  us  have  another  and  an  independent 
fortnijrlitly  service  from  India.  I  am  mtp  we 
ejm  gut  tiiti  parties  to  do  it.  Parties  are  iu  the 
field  already,  willing  to  carry  the  mails,  but,  as 
ioDgas  you  oontinue  the  subsidy  exclusively  to 
tlHenPenmsnlar  and  Oriental  Company,  they  oaa 
do  anything  they  plca.sc. 

2333.  Yonr  su^cstion  is,  that  tlie  Peningular 
and  Oriental  Company  should  be  left  in  Ae  en- 
jovui(;ut  of  liicir  prcpent  enntract  to  convey  the 
mail  furtaightly  to  Bombay,  but  that  tenders 
should  be  invited  for  a  saFviae  to  ran  e?eiy 
aheroate  weekl* — Yea. 

2834.  Would  yon  ezelnde  the  Peninsular  end 
Oriental  Company  from  tlie  privil^e  of  tender- 
ing tor  that  service  ? — You  need  not  exclude 
them  ;  if  it  is  advertised  in  India  to  be  given  by 
the  Indian  Government,  the  Peninsular  and  On- 
eutal  Company  will  not  get  it,  let  their  tender  be 
what  it  may. 

2^.^.  Surely  you  would  not,  as  a  matter  ef 
principle,  for  the  purposee  of  eompetition,  ex- 
clude the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company  from 
tendering  for  that  alternate  service  ? — If  there 
were  sny  chanee  of  tlieir  getting  it,  I  would:  be- 
cause I  am  sure  that  tlic  puljlic  interest  would 
eventually  be  served  by  getting  competition 
establi.-hed  upon  any  terms. 

2336.  You  are  so  anxious  for  competition  that 
even  if  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Com|uiny 
could  affiird  to  do  the  whole  service,  that  i-i,  the 
weekly  service,  to  India,  at  a  lower  rate  than  the  . 

Peninsolsr 
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Peninsular  and  Orn  ntal  and  the  other  one  put 
li|^ttlMr,  you  etiU  tbick  that  they  ou^ht  to  b« 
odaded  fton  it,  to  keep  up  the  principle  of 
fnmpetition?— Yes,  and  I  will  teit  you  why.  Mr. 
HMDilton,  the  representative  agent  of  New  South 
Wihi,  under  date  the  19th  of  March,  1663, 
pvp?  an  i.ttioiul  ctatcmont  of  the  groundu  on 
Wliicli  the  colonies  of  New  South  Wales  and  New 
Zealand  claim  the  oetablishment  of  a  monthly 
pitti  terrioej  Pmmiim»  and  rsmarki,  "  The 
«oM«et  of  the  Peniiimilar  mid  Orientd  Com- 
mtiy  'n  r  fereuco  to  the  Austnitlun  mail  service 
betwe«a  18<>^  and  186U,  prOTce  that  their  object 
lat  been  to  gain  a  cIcHe  monopoiy  of  stcam- 
jiickpt  traflit'  in  tlie  Indian  Orenn  ;  when  the 
mtrket  has  been  thrown  t>p<:u  to  competition, 
Ihty  have  tendered  at  a  price  at  which  the  eer- 
emld  not  be  profttabn  worked,  nod  bAviw 
m  eompetitoiv  ^  tiie  fine,  they  luive  mam 
their  own  terms  with  the  Government ;  the  effect 
«f  this  monopoly  is,  that  postal  comnmnication 
Wtween  this  country  and  AlMtnlia  is  wholly 
ioadeqiiate."  We  entirely  agree  irith  the  «olo- 
niai  view  of  the  subject. 

1337.  Did  you  receive  any  answer  to  that  pro* 
|Mal  to  Mr.  Hill,  whinh  you  stated  to  the  CW 


n. 


•j.'^-l.'i.  Til)  you  look  ffir  a  groat  increase  in 
the  numi)«T  of  pasiieQgers  going  between  Suez 
«Bd  Bombay,  when  the  wilways  in  Indk  are 
opened? — -A  wry  luree  increase  iti>l»ed:  T  should  8  HaylWL 
Sijy  that  it  would  reduce  the  rates  of  (kaMiage  one 
half,  lit  ail  event*,  upon  the  rates  which  were 
charged  when  I  ranie  home,  nearly  two  veare 
ago;  I  believe  tJicy  have  inutle  some  littli-  ic^lne- 
tion  since.  The  public  gain  would  !>€  very  'jj^tit, 
if  better  e^eed  were  nude.  If  four  day  t»  oahr 
were  rared  in  the  interest  ufMn  die  vpeeie  whdeli 
is  carried  for  India,  if  v  nld  represent  im  aniount 
of  from  au.UtX)/.  to  40,tMX)/.  a  year.  On  the 
Bombay  line  we  are  oluuved  9  pei  cent  for  the 
freight  of  all  freastire  that  fifw.-*  t  i  Bomliay ; 
while  the  coni|Miuy  clmrgc  no  more  <•  Calcutta, 
which  ia  8/)00  miles  nirtfaer,  and  only  1\  to 
Hong  Kong.  The  rate  to  Bombay  pkinly  ehould 
he  no  more  liian  1  \  per  cent. 

231'".  ^^^'nlld  that  he  a  fair  pn  r:inii  accord- 
ing to  tlie  distance  that  the  specie  it»  carried  ~ 
Yea;  it  ia  mere  than  a  fair  proportion;  andna 
our  avenipe  imports  of  bullion  are  10,000,000/. 
a  year,  the  halt  j>er  cent,  wrougly  exacttd  is 
50,(K)t)  /,  loes  to  the  community. 

You  attrihute  the  whole  of  that  to  the 


■htee  just  now?— I  waa  told  hy  Mr.  Hill  that  it    eifeot  of  there  being  no  eouipelilion  ?— -Yes  \ 

the  paRsace-rate  waa  76 /.,  instead  >[■  all  nit  40 /. 

2348.  Vou  8t»ted,  did  you  not,  tiiat  tiiey  refused 
to  earry  t^eeond-class  ]>ais8enger8  ? — I  Ma  aarry  to 
pny  'hit  \fr.  ITowen  told  you  that  it  wap  not  so. 
I  attirni  that  »eeA>iHl-fli««  passengorsi  are  carried 
only  as  a  matter  of  fa^'Ollr.  The  CompaaKr 
quire  every  second-cl  paseen^r  to  ngn ' 
tain  undetwting,  when  they  do  give  hhn  a  pasmgo, 
and  I  will  read  it  to  the  Comniittee  :  "  Genl3o" 
BawBr-^Wtth  reference  to  the  seoond>elas8  passage 
which  has  been  allotted  to  me,  from 
to  I  herel>y  tieknowledge  the  conditions 

uy>on  which  second- ela«t«  passengers  are  ctMDveycd 
on  hoard  the  steamers  of  IIm  Pemaanlar  and 
Uxiental  Steam  Navigation  Company  aaeKpreMad 
in  the  paeeage>ticket ;  and  beang  ftilly  swsre'llMrt 
the  Conijiany  (io  jiut  enijage  to  provide  sleeping 
xaibins  or  bertlis  on  board  tlieir  {packets  eastward 
of  Snea  Ibr  oeeond-olass  passengers,  undurtAe  te 
accept  sitrh  arrommodation  in  \\\\<^  respect  as  the 
Company  niay  appropriate  to  ine  ;  and,  luorcovcr, 
9,  >u<     bind  myself  nut  to  make  any  (  laim  whatever  npos 
Ibaaeapartof  the  voyage,  4  id.  per  letter  to  India,    the  Coapasy,  shoold  they  be  unable  to 
JS41.  Yon  stated,  just  now,  did  you  not,  that  — ^  -        *  u *,\.^  _* 

rm  thoufrht  that  there  would  be  no  need  for 
the  vesiicii*  to  stop  at  Aden  ? — Only  as  a  ques- 
tioD  of  fuel ;  it  is  14  days  from  Suez  to  Horn- 
bay,  arul  it  is  the  !%ime,  by  »  elow  veittel^  from 
New  York  to  Livfr|)o<il. 

1342.  You  will  lii  ar  iu  mind  that  a  vce>Hel 
going  from  Suez  to  Bombay  mui*t  necessarily 
take  in  her  fbel  at  a  most  expensive  place  fbr 
recciNing  it? — At  the  present  time  vcesele  coal 
M  largely  as  they  can  at  Bombay,  where  it  ii5 
cheaper  than  any  where  else ;  but  I  believe  that 
the  cost  of  fuel  at  Suez  is  liVcly  to  faTl  very 
materially.  N*»  doubt  if  fliey  have  to  <  nal  .jini]ily 
at  Suez  and  Bombay^  the  coal  will  <'i)>t  a  little 


eonkl  no*  1    i d.  riainod. 

233^.  Are  the  Committee  to  understand  it  to 
he  your  opinion  that  no  subsidy  wonld  he  needed 
at  all,  if  the  whole  service  vrrre  thrown  open  to 
^end  competition,  and  that  perHjns  willing  to 
DDdertake  it,  have  expreeeed  their  readiness  to 
ba  content  with  the  ooean  postage? — Quite  ao* 
if  the  speed  of  die  last  three  years  la  to  be  the 
niuil  N|>eed.  If  we  are  to  have  a  h^^MVIpeedf  HO 
doobt  wo  must  have  a  subsidy. 

f>W.  Do  yon  flunk  that  any  steam  ceBi{MUiiea 
would  he  ready  to  hind  thcin:*elve!«  under  the 
fclili^'ation  to  earry  the  nmils  in  the  manner  that 
tive  coiitj-nct  packet  »ervice  doe«? — I  think  so, 
kU«  fiwMftUj  oar  P(Mt  Master  Qeneial*  atatei  iiia 
kefief  in  tkoa  eorrespondenee  I  have  reCbiTed  to* 
|hat  our  postal  service  ia  very  nearly  seli'-eue- 
(ainiog,  ao  that  as  ^uoh*  nearly,  would  be  given 
by  the  ocean  poetage  aa  ia  atov  given  by  11m 
•ubsidy. 

2M0.  What  do  you  mean  i>y  ocean  jKiatagc? 
— Thft  amount  that  ia  charged  on  the  letters,  for 


aN»  with  a  berth.**  The  re^nlt  i«  that  no  OM  eaa 

go  peeond  rla«« ;  the  c  n  .  no  herthi*  and  uo  ao- 
eMnmodation,  and  a  man  who  does  vontuw  upon 
it«  seldom  <loes  so  twice. 

2349.  Is  there  a  very  strong  sense  of  grievance 
in  the  community  of  India  u^d  this  point  f — Vou 
may  judge  of  that  by  myevideBce;  1  am  a  f-*— 
tioB  of  that  feeling. 

23001.  Do  you  repreeent  ilie  opinien  of  ] 

only?— No;  of  all  lii  li  i. 

2361.  Vou  have  no  doubt  upon  that  iMiint?— > 
None  whatever. 

I^o  vou  know  finrthinfr  of  the  fe^lin^  io 
the  AiiKtraiiau  colonies  witli  regard  to  this  ser- 
vice?— I  have  seen  it  stated,  that  acconliBg  to 


vore  than  it  doea  now,  aa  coaling  at  Aden  is  not  tlie  last  Auotnlian  papers,  the  question  has  beau 
•e  eapemvre  as  at  Sues.  — *"  *  ^    *  '        "  " 

T'A"  Ho  you  think  that  the  effect  r>f  es^ta- 
blwhing  competition  would  be  beneficial  to  the 
public  / — Immensely  so. 

2344.  Do  you  think  that  it  would  reduce  the 
rates  of  pa-'.wge  money?—!  think  it  would  re- 
duce the  ra(ei)  of  passage  money  by  one  hal^ 
on  the  Bombay  line. 

0.4a. 


hreoght  before  the  Legislative  CovmsI  in  Sji^ 
ney,  and  that  there  ai^  complnintH  of  tho  same 
character  against  the  monopoly  which  this  com- 
fany  has  oMablishod,  and  the  way  in  whiek  i»  ia 

nsaed. 

23.5;i.  Mr.  Marilu]  When  you  talk  of  Svdoey, 
do  3'oti  know  what  were  the  old  rates  to  Ai 
H»? — No^  I  do  not  knoir. 
92 
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'AKn^hi,       2354.    Chairman.}    With   rc^rard   to  postal 
£>q.       arrangements,  I  think  there  is  no  qncstioii  bat 

"   that  the  general  view  in  India,  at  the  present  mo- 

^Biajr,i9^-  lueut,  is  that  Bombay  should  be  the  general 
i>team  port  of  India  in  connection  witli  thia  coun- 
try?— There  is  no  diliiNrenee  of  oprnkm  vpon 
tiie  subject ;  all  arc  agreed  upon  it, 

2355.  Has  any  opinion  been  expremed  in  Indie 
upon  the  circuiiiHtancc  that  the  charge  for  the 
mails  between  this  country  and  China  is  bom^ 
to  a  certiin  extent,  by  diie  Indian  fievenne? 
—I  V)plipve  that  is  an  old  and  great  grlcvanoo ; 
the  Jblast  India  Cotupauy  prottisted  agjiuii^t  it 
when  tlie  arrangement  was  first  made  by  the 
Treasury,  and  I  rather  tliink  that  it  has  been 
re-proteisled  against  in  a  late  letter  from  our 
Director  General  of  the  Post  Office.  It  t-ertainly  is 
tneamtable  that  we  should  be  duui^cd  one4ialf 
of  tiie  coit  of  carry  i  l^;  the  Chum  nulla,  and,  if  I 
mistake  not,  of  tl<e  ISfoditerranenn  zmiUh  n\?o.  I 
rather  think  that  one-half  of  tlie  cost  of  carrying 
the  mails  to  Gibraltar,  to  Malta,  end  to  Egypt, 
is  borne  by  us,  in  which  wc  have  not  a  fraction 
of  iutere^t  (and  there  is  a  most  iniportaut  mail 
with  Egypt);  and  wc  have  to  pay  half  of  the 
eost  of  carrying  the  mails  to  Ceylon*  and  to 
China.  1%e  same  wai,  nntil  lately,  the  case  with 
regard  fo  Maurltiiif,  and  to  Australia.  I  believe 
that  there  has  been  some  change  made  in  tlie 
Ifauritiua  and  Australian  mails;  bn^  if  I  mis- 
take not,  wc  arc  ?ti]l  l  equircd  to  pay  one-half  of 
the  lotit-  tluit  arises  upon  all  the  mails  which  I 
have  enumerated,  though  we  have  no  interest  in 
them  whatever,  except  in  the  case  ^  the  mail  to 
China,  in  which  we  iwTe  a  small  interest,  which 
interest  may  be  about  one-fonrtb  or  one-fifth, 
probably,  compared  witli  what  tlie  English  inte- 
rest is. 

2356.  Speaking  from  an  Indian  point  of  view, 
your  opinion  seems  to  be  this,  that  m  making 
Bombay  the  principal  port  of  communication  for 
India,  India  should  pay  only  its  proportion  of 
Ae  charge  of  keeping  up  the  weddy  commnnfca- 
tii  n  iM  t'Aren  London  and  IJombay,  and  that 
XudiA  tihould  not  be  in  auy  way  chargeable  with 
any  portion  of  the  expense  of  keeping  up  the 
mail  cnmmunieation  between  London  and  China, 
and  Loudon  and  Australia?  —  I  believe  that 
as  regards  London  and  Australia  we  are  now 
liberated  from  the  change ;  but  it  still  exlsto,  if 
I  misteke  no^  in  the  case  of  die  Mediterranean 
malls,  the  Egyptian  mailn,  and  the  Ceyl  m  ;iiid 
tlie  China  mails.  We  have  no  interest  whatever 
in  the  cai-riage  of  auj  of  those  mails,  eocoept  the 
China,  and  there  OUT  ultaveat  t0  *  TViy  sttbofw 

diuate  one. 

2357.  I  understand  that  the  strength  of  your 
main  chawe^  so  to  speak,  is  that  at  the  picesent 
moment,  fiidia  does  not  get  her  weekly  mdl  at 

Bombay,  bceause  tlic  TinTin  Office  here  will  not 
consent  to  provide  the  smail  additional  amount 
of  postage  which  is  proooeed  to  be  i^ni^^  by 
the  Postmaster  General  ;  or  to  bear,  »>>  tlic 
Treasury  surest,  the  additional  expenditure  'f— 
Quite  BO.  T  will  read  to  the  Committee,  if 
they  will  allow  me,  an  official  statement^  upon 
which  I  gMMind  idtat  oomphunt.  1^.  Kddcll, 
the  Postmaster  General  of  India,  under  i!  ttr 
the  IDth  February  1866,  writes:  "The  present 
postal  requirements  of  India,  in  connection  with 
Great  Britain  and  Europe,  will  be  eatified  with  a 
weekly  maU  to  Boiuliay,  The  cost  of  the  Medi- 
teiTanean  lines  might  be  reduced,  without  incon- 
venience to  the  public,  by  a  reduction  in  the 
nnmhttof  maibieot  mtf  fi<mAampton;  and  even 


if  this  were  not  done,  the  additional  cost  of  con- 
veying four  mails  in  the  course  of  a  year  fiwa 
Marseilles  or  Brindisi,  cannot  be  senous.**  *'  The 

Fiilisidy  for  the  line  between  Calcutta  an  i  fliillg 
may  bo  altogether  withdrawn,  as  the  line  will  be 
useless  for  postal  purpoeea  The  line  between 
Ghdle  and  Suez  must  be  continued  for  the  con- 
veyance of  the  China  and  Au&traliau  imiils;  and 
if  the  Indian  mails  are  no  longer  sent  by  that 
route,  the  cost  of  the  Australian  and  China  mail 
ewvice  will  be  increased  by  the  sora  heretofiwe 
paid  by  India ;  and  it  would  appear  from  the 
tenor  of  Mr.  HIHh  letters,  that  tliis  consideratioQ 
has  been  the  gnuind  up<»n  which  all  connected 
with  India  have  been  so  long  denied  thf  n  hnn- 
tage  of  a  weekly  mail  to  and  from  England,  ami 
even  of  four  mails  in  the  month.  It  is  difficnltto 
understand  how  the  revenues  of  India  can  eqm* 
taUy  be  charged  ibr  the  muntenance  of  a  Mrviee 
which  is  u.-ictesfi  to  India  ;  and  which,  for  some 
time  past,  has  acted  as  an  obstacle  u>  a  very  great 
poblio  and  private  improvement.  But,  if  on  any 
ground  of  imperial  policy,  it  is  (•oii.'<idere<l  right 
to  charge  upon  the  revcuucb  of  India  a  jjortion  of 
the  subsidies  paid  to  Britisii  mail  steamers  em- 
^yed  between  AuatzaUa,  China,  Ceylon,  and 
snes,  I  submit  that  the  diaroe  ebouli]  be  a  dis- 
tinct one,  and  not  be  allowed  to  interfere  with 
the  impi'ovemeot  of  the  postiil  couuuunicatioua 
between  Great  Britain  and  India.**  Tbose  senti- 
ments are  endorsed  by  the  Government  <if  India. 
Mr.  Hiddeil  does  not  seem  to  be  aware  t  hat  India 
is  being  iniide  to  share  the  cost  of  the  Eg3rp- 
tian  and  Mediterranean  maala.  The  Poet  Office 
Packet  Service  Return  of  Hie  2d  of  Mareh  1865, 
profe^yee  to  be  an  exhaustive  statement  of  all  the 
postal  subsidies  of  this  country  ;  and  the  Medi- 
terranean niailij  ,  and  the  E^ytiau  mails  arc  plainly 
included  under  the  head  ot  India. 

2358.  Mr.  ChUders.]  Do  you  think  that  the 
best  future  arrangement  would  be  tiiiis  ttnt  Anre 
should  be  a  fortnightly  service  between  8ucz  and 
Bombay,  in  the  uands  of  the  Peninsular  and 
Oriental  C<impany,  and  a  fcvtaightly  service  in 
the  hands  of  another  oompany?— Yea^  another 
company  nibsiifiied  from  India. 

2359.  Do  you  think  that  the  ocean  postage 
would  bear  the  expense  of  the  second  company  ? 
— I  believe  it  womd  beer  tiie  ex])en8e  of  both. 

23t30.  Will  you  state  to  the  Committee  what 
you  mean  by  the  ocean  postsge  ?->-The  4dL  per 
letter  referred  to  by  Mr.  HilL 

2301.  But  is  not  \\v.\t  4d.  the  charge  i\n-  con- 
veying a  letter  from  India  to  tSucz  and  on  to 
England?  —  Tes ;  I  base  my  belief  upon  the 
statement  of  our  Postmaster-General :  T  h:ive  not 
myself  the  data  to  miUce  the  calculatiout^  to  which 
you  invite  me,  but  I  will  read  to  the  Committee 
what  he  says.  In  the  same  letter  from  which  I 
have  quoted,  he  says:  ** I  think  there  is  reason 
to  hope  that,  if  the  rate  of  postage  is  not  raised, 
and  if  n  weekly  mail  is  granted,  the  receipts  from 
postage  >\ill,  before  long,  cover  the  whole  ooet  of 

tlic  service." 

2362.  I  am  aaking  you  as  to  your  own  opinioo, 
not  as  to  the  0|Mni(Hi  of  the  PoetnuwteivGenenl  of 

Trufia,  which  will  come  to  us  officially;  I  want  to 
know  why  you  attribute  Ad.  a  letter  ao  the  ocean 
postage  between  Bombay  and  Suea,  and  wheUier, 
m  fact,  ill.  is  not  the  whole  postn-ji;*'  br^tTvoon 
Bombay  and  England  ? — I  should  iiave  saiu  a 
proportion  of  4  d. 

2363.  The  distance  between  Bombay  and  Sues 
is  about  the  mmt,  is  it  not,  aa  ihe  mrtanoe  be- 
tween 
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'i«cen  Suez  mud  EngluidF-^It  is  mora  on  tlM 

Indian  side. 

2364.  But  by  MaraeilleB,  which  is  6  it  is 
tboat  the  nind  ■■  llie  diwge  to  Boinb»7?'— Ym, 
«boB(  the  MmCk 

f365.  Therefore,  strictly  shaking,  the  ocen 

thirge  between  India  and  Suez  should  l>e  2  d. 
ntber  than  4</.? — It  should  be  about  "lid.  for 
ilblHloe  merely. 

VM.  Are  yuu  prcpnrcd  tn  Fay  that  a  company 
could  be  found  to  take  the  fortiii^luly  service  for 
ii.  a  letter?— I  am  not  prepared  to  nay  that,  hut 
I  ilite  my  impreanion  tha^  firom  tlie  gvowii^g 
(Stent  of  the  Indian  minb  and  tiie  stetanent  of 
the  Direptor-goneral,  in  which  I  have  amfidence, 
(be  ocean-postage  would  be  sufficient.  I  have 
Ht  die  moras  of  going  idto  the  calculation* 

2367.  But  from  the  opinion  of  the  Postmaster- 
eeneral  of  India,  you  think  that  a  company  could 
be  found  to  i)erfunn  a  fortnightly  service  between 
Bombay  and  Sues  Ssx  %d.  %  letter?— I  think  it 
.  ij  very  likely. 

■.'3tiH.  would  you  arra'!i!',i'  I'ln'    r'Ti/i.-f.  on 

to  Eo^laad  ? — The  question  iias  come  up  many 
tran  in  ooaveimtton  with  gentlemen  connected 
vitii  the  Companies  in  India  to  which  I  have 
referred,  and  they  tell  me  that  they  could  arrango 
vith  half  a  dozen  lines  to  carry  the  mails  on 
tin  ade^  and  1]mt  all  the  diffioolty  u  on  the 
oAer  dde. 

23fi9.  Th  it  your  opinion  that  a  company  woidd 
\a  found  to  enter  into  a  contract  to  convey  the 
iidls,  at  exact  time,  between  England  and  Alex- 
andria fortuightly  ?~I  havtt  *  TOiy  ttroiig  belief 
that  that  might  be  done. 

1370.  Hare  you  any  evidence  in  support  of 
thia  inpreasMMk  of  yours  ?— The  evidence  of  oloee 
eoBtersfttion  with  those  who  are  interested  in 
tbr:<c  matters  ;  there  arc  companies  in  ImU*  who 
Lave  made  all  these  calculations. 

SS7I.  tb/sa.  it  is  your  imprewion,  that  in  the 
Dffeont  state  of  commercial  relations  between 
Eogkod  iuid  Alexandria,  a  com{>any  could  be 


/ 


the  Indian  Grovenunent? — ^No»  vnder  the  Gene-  jt,  JTn^t, 

ral  Post  Offiee.  Eiq« 

2378.  But  that  the  same  company  ia  to  carry   

out  the  homeward  and  the  outward  service  ? — No,  '  l8fl6. 
the  Penioflular  aad  Oriental  Company  should  re- 
tain its  present  service. 

2379.  You  wii^h  that  tlicre  dMMild  be  ft  weekly 
service  out  and  home  'i — Yee. 

2380.  You  wish  half  the  homeward  senrioe  to 
be  in  the  hands  of  the  ludlau  Govomicnt? — 
Yes;  starting  alternate  weeks  from  Bombay  with 
the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  vessels. 

2381.  But  no  part  of  the  outirard  service  to  be 
itt  the  hands  of  tne  Indian  Goremment  ? — Oncie 
a  fortniglit  only. 

2382.  In  correcting  your  previous  evidence, 
what  you  mean  is,  tliat  half  the  service,  both  the 
homeward  and  the  outward,  should  be  in  'die 
hands  of  the  1  ndian  Government  ? — Yee. 

2383.  Therefore,  the  Indian  Government  woold 
be  contraotors  for  the  service  in  the  Meditemn 
nean  ? — ^Yes. 

2381.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  the 
Indian  Po8tma8ter>G«neral  would  carry  on  the 
service  in  the  Mediterranean  any  better  tium  die 
English  Postmaster-General  cnnies  on  the  ser- 
vice beyond  Suez? — I  do  not  care  who  carries 
it  on,  if  you  only  deal  equitably  with  us;  but 
the  Post  Office  of  this  country  is  not  dealing 
equitably  with  us,  and,  because  of  that,  I  wish  to 
see  theswvioeitt  the  hands  of  the  Indisii  Govenk* 
ment. 

2385.  Do  yon  think  ^t  the  Foetmaatef- 

General  of  India  would  deal  more  equitably  with 
England  than  tiio  Postmaster-General  of  England 
would  deal  with  India?-"!  am  very  sure  yon 
would  make  him  do  so. 

2386.  Do  you  mean  that  there  is  more  pres- 
sure of  ]iuMic  opiiiion  in  India  than  ill  Bn^ind? 
— No ;  more  here  than  there. 

2387.  The  influence  of  public  opinion  upon 
the  Gorcmraent  of  India,  you  think,  is  greater 
than  the  influence  of  public  opinion  upon  tho 


fiwnd  to  comTey  the  mails  at  exactly  fortnightly    Ghivemment  of  England  ? — Parliament  will  take 


perxKis,  running  11  Imots  an  hour,  for  the  postage 
«f  2d  a  letter ^— No,  I  did  not  say  that;  I  said 
at  the  prcBCDt  ppeed.  If  we  are  to  have  fthlgher 
qt«ed,  we  must  have  a  subsidy. 

2373.  Bat  yon  tiunk  that,  at  present,  a  oom- 
pny  could  be  found  who  would  contract  to  run 
between  England  and  Alexandria,  at  the  pcseut 


care  when  the  estimates  come  before  it  that  no 
improper  charge  is  imposed  upon  the  English 
Treasury  by  the  Indian  Goverainent ;  but  what- 
ever chargoa  the  English  Government  impose 
upon  the  Indian  Treasury  we  are  eompelled  to 
submit  to. 

238b.  How  aliall  we  be  able  to  check  the 


ntes  of  spera,  fiar  2dL  per  letter? — Yes,  m  cor-  charge  upon  England  which  is  in  the  hands  of 
te^ndence  with  a  company  on  the  other  side,  the  Postmaster  General  of  India  1 — Well ;  I  am 
because  of  the  lucrative  ftraffic  in  passengers,  very  sure  that  if  the  Indian  Government  were 
ipecie,  and  so  on.  disposed  to  make  the  Ennjlish  Treasury  pay  part 

2373.  Starting  with  that,  your  plan  would  be  of  the  cost  of  carrying  our  mails  between  Bom- 
to  have  a  new  urough  company  from  India  to  bay  and  Kurraehee,  yon  would  strike  the  charge 
England,  running  fortnightly  ? — Yes.  out  of  the  account  nnuiediutely.     In  like  man- 

2374.  Does  not  that  involve  a  service  from    ner,  we  say  that  we  have  no  interest  in  your 

Egyptian  midl,  but  we  cannot  strike  the  cluurge 
out  of  the  accounts. 

2389.  Then,  on  the  whole,  your  plui  i:*  that 
one  of  the  alternate  weekly  .«crviee8  throughout 
from  England  to  India,  and  fiom  India  to  Eng- 
land, should  be  in  the  hutds  of  a  distinct  company 
from  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company,  and 
under  the  management  of  the  Indian  Govern- 
ment ? — Yes ;  and  I  recommend  its  being  on  the 
Indian  side,  simply  that  we  may  not  be  sat  upon 
by  tho  English  post-office. 

2390.  It  ifi  your  lielicf,  is  it  not,  that  the  whole 
of  the  passenger  traffic  between  En^and  and 
''-^'a  wdl  be  in  fntnre  to  Bombfty,  and  from 

qS  Bombay 


England  to  India? — Yes;  buti wishtomiuntain 
the  idea  of  the  tbiii|(  being  mamiffed  in  India. 
Tod  start  your  service  from  this  doe  fortnightly, 
and  we  will  conrespond  wtlJi  a fmiaughtly  service 
India. 

2375.  Is  it  your  plan,  that  India  is  only  to 
manage  the  homeward  .«ervice,  and  England  the 
omward  service  ?  —  Precisely  so ;  probably  the 
cost  will  have  to  be  divided. 

2376.  Bo  you  mean  that  the  f^ervice  liomeward 
hm.  India,  once  a  fortnight,  is  to  be  under  the 
Banagcmcnt  of  the  Indian  Go\  :  i  :iicnt? — Yes. 

2377.  But  the  service  outwards,  equally  onoe 
sfbrtoight.  is  not  to  be  under  the  manigeniettt  of 

M8, 


Digitized  by  Google 


126 


M1NUT£9  OF  EVlDEMCa  TAILEN  BEFOSK  TBB 


JtKnigit,  Bombay  to  Calcutta?— Not  the  whole  of  it,  but 
Etq.  the  largest  yaxi  of  it.  1  have  no  doubt  Mr, 
"   Howell  U  Xtght,  that  ae  a  very  large  number  of 

8  May  »8ti6.  paasengem  now  go  Irom  Southaoipton  in  prefer- 
ence to  the  Marseilles  roate,  especially  ladies, 
BO  YOU  will  find  niinilic',  retunuDg  tr<,nn  Bt-Lgnl 
will  not  fact:  the  ovcrlauU  railway  journey,  thaj 
will  prefer  the  8«%  passage  fioiB  Cdoutte;  but 
we  ^hall  linua  tlie  noTOMveeterii  proriaceaafanoBt 
entirely. 

2391.  In  entering  into  any  contract,  you  would 
look  exclusively  to  Bombay  as  the  Indian  tenui- 
nus  ? — Yes,  there  cannot  be  a  doubt  of  it 

2392.  "Willi  ic!5]ief  t  to  C  hina,  you  think  that 
India  should  bear  no  proportiun  of  the  loss  on  the 
Cluna  servioB? — do  not  say  q<>  proportion,  bnt 
whcTi  you  nialcc  tlio  proj,or(ion  oiif-liiilf,  it  is 
incqiiitablc.  We  are  independent  of  any  postal 
•ervioe  wilb  CUaa  started  fiKua  ifais  eoantBv, 
because  wa  bave  lines  of  uteaiuere  constantly 
running  with  opium  iruui  India  to  China,  and  it 
would  be  the  easietit  thing  possiMt;  for  flic  Indian 
GoTeniment  to  come  to  some  arraa^emeni  with 

-   ibem  for  Ibe  cavriage  of  our  China  mail ;  I  dunk 
we  should  j>ay  a  distinct  charge  Imsed  upon  the 

8>)iroximatu  proportion  of  our  interest  in  the 
bina  uiuiis  iu,  say  one-fiAh  or  one-eixth.    If  it 
renll)  is  half,  we  ai-e  willing  to  pay  half. 

23i^3.  It"  it  not  a  fact,  that  in  airiving  at  the 
proportion  of  half,  Mr.  Wilson  «tate<l  that  the 
commercial  interest  of  India  with  China  was  as 
lar^e  as  the  oommerdal  interest  of  England  wi^ 
China? — I  am  not  aware. 

23^.  it,  wa«  tttated  in  the  Treasury  Minute 
upon  which  that  division  wa«  founded,  tbat  the 
interebt  of  India  in  the  China  commerce  was  as 
large  as  that  of  England  ?—  Whether  Mr.  Wilson 
said  so  or  not,  the  tact  ie  otherwise.  It  must  be 
borne  in  loiud  that  a  veiy  larae  tux>port4on  of  the 
Indian  mails  to  China  are  English  in  tbcir 
tcrcst.  not  Indian.  Tli<-  hanks  and  the  Ea>t 
India  lu>i.HiA  are  not  Indian  in  any  jubt  bense 
wLatevei  ;  they  are  in  India  for  tlic  t§ake  of 
dividends  and  I'ortunee,  tube  onriicd  wliere?  to 
be  brought  to  this  country  Incia  luts  llie  tmall- 
est  poet'ible  interest  in  all  that  ]iortion  of  the 
.mails.  Mr.  Wilson  was  not  a  good  authoiHity 
upon  Indian  matters;  he  was  not  well  infoimed 
upon  them. 

2395.  You  think  that  the  fact  which  Mr. 
/Witsoa  Stated,  that  the  iniere«t  of  India  in  the 
China  coniuierce  was  not  as  large  m  the  intere.'^t 
of  England  in  the  China  commerce,  is  not  the 
cu.-c  at  the  [iruBent  tiin«-  ?—  No. 

k396.  Xherei'orc,  the  oeU  lose  on  the  Cluna 
nails,  in  your  oi>iiiioo,  dtoutd  be  vury  diflenntfy 
divided? — Very  diflcrently. 

2397.  With  respect  to  the  Australian  service, 
4Ure  you  not  aware  that,  instead  of  India  bearing 
no  projjortiou  of  the  loss,  they  get  credit  fox  a 
certain  amount  of  the  receipt; — Yee,  I  believe 
that  is  the  caije. 

;(39b.  So  that  if  the  Australian  service  were 
.cut  offf  and  the  whole  of  the  malht  went  by 
Panama,  India  would  Ivao'f — Not  if'  Y<»n  m 
a  iJctuibny  mail.  At  present  we  are  only  being 
recoupe«i  irom  Australia  tliat  m'bich  was  wrongly 
taken  frc.ui  us  for  a  gotxl  many  years  undt  r  the 
old  arrauginieut ;  but  I  doubt  very  much  whether 
we  are  getting  a  full  c(^uivalent. 

23^19.  As  a  matter  ot  iact,  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, if  the  Atistraliaa  mdls  did  not  cooneet 
irith  the  Indian  mail,  India  would  low  what  noir 


comP<!  in  to  her  rredit? — As  h  mg     wo  are  mads 
to  carry  useic««s  luails  to  Calcutta  and  Galle. 

2400.  But  if  the  Attitialian  mail  oeonected  st 
Aden  or  Sues,  thwe  would  be  a  credit  to  the 
Indian  service,  without  any  additional  charge 
bcini:  thrown  upon  India? — 'Iherc  would  be  a 
small  credit  on  account  of  the  Meditexraaen 
portion  of  the  servieft 

2401.  And  if  at  Aden,  onaoemmtof  IheBfld 
Sea  service  as  well .' — -Yea. 

2402.  You  stated,  did  you  not,  that  the  effect 
of  the  comj)etition  of  another  fortnir^htly  Com- 
pany's service,  would  be  to  reduce  tlic  rates  ol' 
passage  money  ? — Ym,  heavily. 

ami.  There  i»  at  the  present  time,  is  then 
not,  to  Calotttta,  the  ecmpetition  ef  the  Freaeh 
Com]>any  ? — Yc.-*. 

2404.  By  that  line,  is  the  time  to  Calcutta  the 
same  m  the  time  of  tiie  Peninsular  mid  Orieaid 
service?—!  believe  so. 

24.05.  Has  tliat  competition  reduced  tiie  r»t«t) 
of  passage  money  ? — I  can  tell  you  what  ths 
rates  of  passage  nx>nev  on  the  Calcutta  liae  ate 
where  Aero  is  comiietition,  and  what  they  are  M 
the  Bomhav  line,  where  there  is  no  coinpetltlon. 

2406.  Did  the  establishment  of  tliat  line  reduce 
tiie  Cahmtla  rates  of  passage  money  ? — I  do  net 
remember,  not  being  much  intereBtcd  in  that  line 

2407.  1V>  yuu  happen  to  know  wht  iher  it  ha? 
reduced  tlie  rates  to  China? — I  do  not  know. 

^  2408.  I>oea  it  naeessarily  follow  that  the  estab- 
fishnent  of  a  seeond  company  on  a  Kne,  which 
only  had  one  riiiiii  jiny  before,  does  reduce  th*- 
rates  of  pastage  money  ? — .Not  necesiiaril^' ;  but 
I  think  you  may  be  reasonably  b<ure  that  it  will 
do  so  In  such  ciroumftanceft.  \\  hen  the  Collins' 
Hue  started  in  oppoaitiuu  to  tlie  Cunard  line,  the 
rates  of  freight  fell  from  8  L  to  3  /.  immediatelj ; 
aadthepasaasmmoMy  fnaaAOt  toM/.,aBdlhigr 
have  remainea  at  tiie  lower  rate  erver  naea. 

2-10f>.  Although  the  Collin*'  line  has  been  dii^- 
Continued?—Y««,  but  others  liave  started;  there 
is  the  Havre  line,  and  the  8uutkan))^iton  Une, 
and  the  Bremen  lino.  I  will  give  anci)i<  r  fncf. 
Un  this  side  of  Sua^  we  are  carried  ab  rea^q- 
ably  by  the  Peninfruiar  and  Oriental  Gompaay 
as  we  could  wiah  to  be,  beeansa  «•  can  gat 
to  Alexandria  by  half-a-doaen  dtfl^mrt  lines  ef 

steamers. 

'^410.  My  question  was  not  as  to  hall-a-doi©i 
diilerent  lines,  but  as  to  two  lines;  is  it  likely  tS 
he  the  effect  of  substituting  two  lines  for  one  that 
the  passage  money  will  be  reduced  ?• — Jt  is  cep- 
tain  to  be  the  efiitiet,  unless  Aitf  play  into  eath 
others  hands. 

2411.  Is  it  not  pontivaly  oertmn  ^wt  they  w3l 
play  info  each  Others  han<ls? — Ko,  it  in  not  certain. 

2412.  Hnfl  not  all  our  experience  of  two  lince 
oi'  ccmmunication  clearly  been,  that  the  two  com- 
panies do  p!ii .  -iito  eaeh  others  hands? — Let  us 
get  two  lines  started,  and,  I  believe,  we  shall 
very  soon  gat  tlnee  or  four. 

2413.  Your  prospect  of  a  raduetion  of  the 
passage  money  seems  rather  to  depend  upon  yoas 
getting  three  or  four  lines,  than  upon  n  Jivigtwo? 
— It  depends  upon  getting  in  the  end  of  tine  wedge. 
Only  last  week  a  fnend,  just  arriTsd  frons  Bom 
liny,  told  me  that  at  thin  moment  no  prr.aon  will 
go  by  the  Peninsulai-  and  Oriental  ve^ceU  if  they 
can  gab  by  the  other  company  V  »^hi|>s  that  are 
now  running.  1  here  ia  a  Bomhay  Cempaay  now 
ranning  steamers,  for  Aa  meia  sua  of  tlia  teade 
between  Boaahay  and  Saac,  and  th^  aca  orawM 
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iridi  paa8cn<?cr9.  I  am  told  thnt  the  Peninsular 
an!  Orientui  Company  only  get  passenKere  who 
live  l»e«n  rel'uiied  «t  die  tit£«r  office,  from  the 
ttii^  being  full. 

Ha«  the  effect  of  that  been  to  reduce  llic 
Faunsular  and  Oriental  pascage-moucy  ? — You 
caoDw  gat  by  thu  ooinpany  mim  Liverpool  to 


u(l  Oriental  Coai]MDy'6  duuge  M  651  from 

Southampton. 

MS.  Have  the  P  en  insular  and  Oriental  Coin- 
fxmv  reduced  their  rate  in  coneeqtienre  of  this 
ci'ni}«?tirion  — No,  it  mattera  not  to  us  whether 
ikv  Jo  or  not,  m  long  as  there  is  an  nltsniittn 
tiM  bj  wUdb  we  can  tnYol  idieaper. 

MIS.  Are  700  of  opinion  that  Ae  China  nMnh 
ou^ht  to  cout'mue  to  be  carried  hy  Galle.  i>r 
iwid  they  go  from  Borabar  overland  to  Calcutta 
■  fttare? — I  have  not  paid  enragli  attention  to 
&e  point  to  be  nble  to  <;ive  yon  an  opinifin. 

2417.  The  object  of  my  queetion  is  this,  will 
^eilabBAwiwit  «f  %  weekly  earrioe  by  Bombny 
ApcM  in  eray  with  ina  Ibmi  lenvneratiTe 
Attnre  iervice  firom  Suez  to  Galle,  and  Singa- 
fiflre? — rliajw  the  beeit  auswtr  I  c;iii  jilve,  id  to 
«tj,  that  we  are  independent  of  your  China 
■trnee  altogether;  we  have  steamera  nmning 
conrtantly  with  (ijnuin  frotn  Bombay  to  Honpf 
Kong,  and  bhaugbai,  and  they  would  carry 
■lib;  I  beUeve  it  is  the  ca«e,  that  our  steamers 
■dk  ttjp  ywr  Jidaglieh  mails  at  Qalie,  and  carry 
tt«n  on;  under  no  circumtitaiicee  shall  we  m 

v:-Ji<iut  btenm  jni^^tal  coinmunicatioin  Ifitil  GUm» 
beeuiee  of  oor  opium  traile. 

24IH.  So  that  itis  indrflretent  to  India 
illy  v.hether  the  present  line  to  China  is  con- 
tiLacd  in  future,  or  is  <»rried  throtigh  India  ? — I 
voald  not  aay  it  is  qnite  xuSSkxmBXt  but  it  M  • 
natter  of  small  moment  to  us. 

S419.  Speakiiig  on  the  part  of  India  generally, 
wbat  if  the  gcncnil  opinifin  as  tii  the  inosfia^rerit-s? 
—That  it  is  a  most  happy  thing  £or  the  other  side 
4  India  tlwt  the  roesfagerieB  exist,  beeaiose  If 
iliey  (Jid  not  exift  voyagers  wmild  be  charged 
pa^^c  rates,  such  as  we  have  been  chai'ged,  aud 
ne  being  charged,  on  the  Bombay  side. 

2420.  Would  it,  do  you  think,  be  agreeable  to 
tlK  Indian  community,  that  the  asaistance  of  tiie 
li-i  -v'agericB  ahould  be  obtained  in  any  general 
mlan  of  ^o^tal  communication  with  the  East? — 
we  ire  quite  eaana|Kditan  eaongh  for  that;  we 
ve  not  at  all  jealous  of  the  mes^ageries. 

2421.  Sir  Charles  Bri^lU,'\  Have  you  had  any 
'Experience  of  tiie  working  of  <he  telegraph  in 
laoia  ? — A  good  deal 

2422.  What  is  the  general  c^inion  resecting 
the  system  of  tel^nphy  ihere?— That  it  it  ▼wy 


To  what  plaoee  do  thoee  oonfilunti 

extend  generally  ?— f  think  tliey  are  pretty 
general  throughout  the  country  ;  we  had  uu  line 
wkan  I  WW  ia.  LmB*  that  worked  well,  and  from 
tke  papers  recently  reoeiTnd,  I  find  there  is  little 
•melioration,  if  any. 

2424.  Arc  tlie  complninta  made  as  iaigeiy  m 
b«£)ce?— I  thinkso. 

S486b  Whatia  tlie  time  that  it  generally  takes 
ler  a  uiessiige  to  be  transniittod  from  Bombay  to 
KurracLt'c,  lor  example  ? — That  line  is  in  a 
iriditfiil  state  ;  I  take  from  my  own  paper,  the 
"Timea  of  India,"  of  the  9th  of  March,  the  fol- 
lotving  extract:  '•  The  wretchedly  iuctticicnt 
working  of  the  line  between  Kurrachee  and 
fiotobay  during  the  period  under  review  wili  ba 
MM  am  tbe  fdloving  oompbtien  fiom  the 

iU3. 


daily  reports  sn|vplicd  by  the  Indian  Telegraph 
Department  ituclf."  Then  there  i»  a  maximum 
and  minimum  delivery  from  February  the  Ist  tO 
February  the  12l}i  ;  t!ic  ninximum  delivery  wng 
ft>ur  days  and  thruc  huurs  and  thirty -one 
minutes  while  one  solitary  message  cama 
through  in  iour  hours.  The  writer  proocede: 
"  Only  on  two  days  does  the  line  appear  to 
ha\o  I'Cfii  t.'W'ii  a] 'pri'in-Iiiiig  proper  working 
order,  while  for  several  days  8ubKe<£ncut  to  the 
I2th,  the  line  was  dosed  for  all  local  traffic.  In 
the  middle  of  January  tlie  Indian  tclcfrraph  r^tc? 
were  considerably  uicrea^^ed,  and  ihc  pid)lic 
naturally  looked  for  increased  efficiency,  but 
iaatead  of  this,  we  beUnve  that  the  linea  thrim|h- 
eut  India  were  never  n  a  worae  •condttadin  l£a& 
they  have  been  nnoe  tlw  inereMOd  l»ilF  came 
into  operation." 

5426.  I«  that  Mareh  in  this  present  year? — 
Yes,  and  it  is  the  ptatoment  r  f  a  earefnl  writer. 

2427.  How  long  ha*  that  «tatc  of  things 
aomted,  to  your  knowledge,  on  the  Bembay  and 
Kurrachee  line? — ^Aelong  as  I  can  remember} 
complaints  have  been  incessant  of  the  working  or 
that  line. 

2426.  Have  any  atteu^ta  been  made  to  lay 
ibat  atate  of  things  befinra  the  Oov«ninient  in 

India?— Yes.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  refjort  on  the 
defective  working  of  the  Indian  telegraph,  by 
Mr.  B.  C.  Bayley,  officiating  director  general 
of  telegraph*,  dated  tiic  i5th  Jtiovember  1865, 
addressed  to  the  Government. 

2429.  Ila^  e  the  nicn  antilc  bfKlios  at  Iviirrachee 
or  Bombav  ever  memorialisod  either  the  Com> 
ntinioner  m  Scinde  or  the  Governor  of  Bembay 
on  the  eiibfcrt,  to  your  knowledge  ? — Many  times. 
They  have  memorialised  Parliament  lately  upon 
dm  subject.  We  have  had  incessant  oonunnni- 
cations  with  the  Indian  Government  upon  tiM 
subject  within  the  last  few  years. 

2430.  Without  obtaining  any  change  in  the 
state  of  things? — We  have  received  nusatiafiiustory 
replies. 

2431.  It  is  the  fact,  is  it  not,  that  the  telegraph 
is  i'requeutly  behind  the  mail  steamev  between 
Kurrachee  and  Bombay  T-xItmnet  freqvently  ba 
so  from  the  figures  I  have  read. 

2432.  Have  you  heard  any  complaints  of  mes- 
sages being  divulg^  by  the  ngadlen  Coh* 
stant  oomplaintfl. 

S438.  Whatisymrrviewef  thewoilringofllHi 
telegraph  between  Bombay  and  Calcutta? — My 
own  experience  of  it  was  very  uueatiefactory. 
Whether  any  iniproTement  has  taken  place  since 
I  leA  India,  I  do  not  know ;  but  I  do  not  think 
there  has  been  any ;  the  line  would  even  seem 
to  be  in  worse  order  now  than  it  ever  was. 

2434.  What  used  to  be  about  the  average  time 
during  your  experienoe  of  it  when  in  India? — ^li 
wa«  Bi)  uncertain  that  I  should  be  sorry  to  attempt 
the  average;  we  have  had  a  message  in  a  few 
hoars,  and  we  have  been  many  days  without  a 
message.  We  had  a  public  service  m  connection 
with  my  office,  and  were  sending  messages  dail}-. 

2435.  Was  the  sanu-  Ktate  of  attliirtf  existing 
between  Bombay  and  Madras? — All  over  India. 

M36.  What  do  yov  attribute  that  to?— In  the 
words  of  the  "  Komhay  Gn.'ottr."  "  A  great 
portion  of  the  lines  etand  u^tou  wooden  posts, 
which  are  scarcely  strong  enough  to  bear  die  • 
weight  of  a  single  wire.    The  posts  are  over-  * 
turned  aud  the  wire  is  lying  upcm  the  ground.  ■ 
The  department  had  forgotten  to  order  insulatorn, 
and  tbe  wire  bad  to  be  affixed  without  them,  and  ^ 
in  vmaqfkimBn  ihay  have  baoome  unfit  fw  use ; 
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J?.  Knigkt,  and  the  signallers  arc  unfit  for  tlic  wnrlc,  ?omc 
Esq.       utiiiblc  to  read  more  than  six  or  seven  words." 

  That  is  simply  ftii  epitome  of  the  Director  Gene- 

9  Maj  1866.  lal'a  report. 

24S?.  Mr.  MtavhJ  When  you  talk  oboiit  the 
op}>osiition  company  from  Boinhav  to  Suez,  tlicy 
are  nuiall  and  elow  shijts,  arc  tJicy  not  ? — I  do 
not  know  the  size  of  their  vessels.  The  company 
lt!i-:  ^♦  irti  d  .-incc  I  left  Bombay. 

2-4.)(S,  Do  you  think  they  arc  fit  to  carry  the 
mail  against  the  monsoon  ? — The  Teasels  1)\  which 
we  proposed  to  ciury  the  mail  were  certainly  fit. 

8439.  What  is  the  tonnage  of  them  ?— Twelve 
hundred  tons,  many  of  tliciii. 

2440.  Do  you  tliink  1,200  tons  enough?— Yes, 
•nd  we  should  ijimediately  hftve  laid  down  a 
much  hrger  dar-;  of  resaela  if  we  had  obtained 
the  contract. 

2441.  You  stated  that  those  Peninsular  and 
Oriental  Company's  ships  always  go  very  slowly; 
do  Tou  notice  that  tliey  ever  break  dmvu  alto- 
getlier,  and  rio  not  carry  the  mail,  but  como 
back,  in  the  coae  of  the  nujn:>oon?— •!  think  that 
the  company  deserves  tlu>  praise  of  having  been 
verj'  rcfrnlnr  in  that  sense  ;  T  think  wc  Aovehad 
a  break  (town,  but  it  has  been  very  rare. 

2442-3.  Do  yoa  know  whether  the  Bombay 
mail  of  last  June  ever  reached  Suez?— I  do  not 
know;  I  think  we  lost  no  mail  last  year- 

2444.  As  to  ihc  mail  that  left  Bombay  the 
latter  end  of  June,  du  you  know  whether  it  ever 
got  to  Snez? — do  not  know. 

2445.  You  stated  that  the  people  in  Australia 
nuinagcd  theii'  own  mails ;  are  you  not  aware 
that  th  ey  are  under  the  same  engasement  with 
the  General  Post  OfBce  as  tlic  people  in  India  ? 
—I  stated  that  they  treat  u^joii  ctjual  teruiB  with 
you  ;  you  do  not  iuterlere  with  their  revenues,  as 
the  Treasury  here  interferes  with  our  revenues. 

2446.  Ton  stated  to  the  Committee  the  agree- 
ment which  the  pproiid-clo-ss  j^assengers  ^-ign, 

reejug  to  be  content  witliout  a  berSi ;  do  the 
%ninsular  and  Oriental  Company  ever  do  the 
aomc  during  the  full  season  with  re^^'aid  to  firt-t- 
class  passengers  now  ;  do  they,  ever  make  them 
sign  nn  agi  L  Lnieiii  ?  — l  lie  suggestion  is  altogether 
untrue ;  you  cannot  get  second-dass  passa^KS, 
except  as  a  matter  of  Ikrour,  by  the  Peninsolar 
and  Oriental  tchspIs.  1  have  tne<l  myself,  as  a 
matter  of  charity,  to  get  a  man  carried  second- 
cdass  from  Bombay  to  China,  and,  although  the 
company  knew  tliat  the  money  had  to  he  rai.'^ed 
by  cnanty,  the  agent  said  tliat  the  orders  oi"  the 
home  direct  ion  were  imperative!,  and  tihst he  conld 
not  give  him  the  passage. 

2447.  I  ask  yon  whether  Aey  do  not  some- 
time?  make  the  first-das.s  passengers  sign  an 
agreement  to  be  content  without  aberth  a£o ? — 
They  mav  have  done  so  under  peculiar  cironm> 
stances,  but  this  is  a  systematic  thing  towards 
second-clico  t,is;ongers. 

244 K.  Mr.  A^rton.'^  Is  it  not  sometimes  the 
case  where  a  ship  is  tuli,  that  they  nHow  passen- 
sers  to  gv  who  wili  be  content  to  sh  ep  uixtn  the 
ceek,  they  paybg  the  ftill  first-class  fare  tOgO 
as  deck  psussengeru  ? — I  have  heard  so. 

2449.  Mr.  Mnr.ih.']  Do  they  ngn  an  agree- 
ment  to  that  effect? — I  think  not. 

2450.  Chairman.']  That  is  only  where  the 
stcametit  are  f  ull ;  it  is  at  the  option  of  a  man 
whether  he  will  go  or  not  on  those  oonditionB? 
— Tes;  myoonipSilntiBthat,wh«rea«1heCnnard 
steamers  jnvc  three  or  four  elaa'C.'^  of  accommo- 
dation, the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company 


givt'  hut  one  <hu>.*  of  a«  eommodati4in,  and  proT^- 
uu  beeoud-clufiii  accommodation ;  so  that  in  tllS 
cose  of  an  Indian  officer  ordered  home  with  a 
wife  and  children,  he  frequently  cannot  nay  the 
passage-money,  except  by  going  heavily  iuto 
debt. 

2451.  Mr.  31arsh.^  The  Measageries  Imperi- 
al e  8  provide  very  good  second  ehai  MOonoKidi^ 
fion,  do  thcv  not  ?— >I  do  not  know>  theydoaot 

run  on  our  line. 

2452.  Mr.  Ayrton.'}  Do  you  know  whetlier 
there  has  been  any  classification  with  regard  to 
officers  coming  home,  some  by  the  Peninsular 
and  Oriental  bteainer^i,  and  tonie  by  the  French 
Company? — I  think  there  was,  now  you  osme 
it,  but  I  had  fbigotten  it ;  I  have  an  indistiiiet 
recollecttion  of  eomethlng  of  the  kind. 

2453.  Arc  you  aware  that  the  French  com- 
pany made  a  classification  so  that  you  could  ( ome 
nomc  at  a  lower  rate  than  the  rate  of  the  first 
claw.^  jjassenpers  ? — Yes,  and  I  think  the  rcuiu- 
sular  an<l  Oriental  Coniiiany  made  a  remon- 
strance with  them  upon  the  subject;  at  all  evenls 
it  was  80  stated  in  India. 

2454.  Do  you  think  that  there  is  a  general 
imprc^^ion  in  Bombay,  witli  regard  to  thePenia- 
sniar  and  Oriental  Com{»ny,  that  its  affiuiB  sis 
conducted  with  great  waste  and  extravagance^-* 
Yes. 

2455.  And  that  that  pervades  the  whole  of  their 
administration  in  Bombay  ?—  I  have  heard  eitn- 
ordinary  stories  of  tiie  way  in  which  their  slons 

arc  manatjcd. 

2456.  That  is  the  general  impression  amongst 
the  commnmtyP — ^Ycs;  I  think  it  ia  the  gencnl 
impression  amongst  wcll-inf  omied  pcoi)lc. 

24io7.  Arc  you  aware  whether  at  Aden  or  ut 
Suez  any  trouble  has  been  taken  to  preserve  the 
coal,  or  is  it  kept  in  heaps  exposed  to  the  atmo- 
sphere?— What  dangen  it  may  be  cxpoiicd  to  I 
do  not  know,  hut  there  is  no pTOtcctiDn  whatsver, 
at  all  events,  at  Aden. 

2458.  Are  yon  aware  that  in  consequence  of 
that  there  is  a  constant  complaint  of  the  dcfc- 
rioratiou  of  the  fuel  in  the  steamboats  on  tlic 
eastern  side  of  Suez  ?  —I  should  quite  expect  it^ 
but  I  did  not  know  it  to  be  the  case. 

2459.  Do  you  know  whether  the  loss  of  speed 
is  chiefly  attributable  to  that? — No  ;  I  do  not, 

2460.  Do  you  think  tlmt  the  practice  of  putting 
an  unlimit^ quantity  of  wine  and  spirits  on  tht 
table  to  be  conf«Tjmed,  load?  to  great  waste  on 
board  the  Peiiinsulai-  and  Oricntiil  ComjMiny's 
vessels? — Yes  ;  I  believe  it  to  be  a  most  waste- 
ful plan,  and  it  is  very  distastefiil  to  jiassengeri^ 
as  H  is  made  a  pretext  for  muntaining  high  pas- 
page  ruten. 

2461.  Do  you  not  think  tliat  it  tends  also  to 
do  a  considerable  amount  of  mischief  in  exposii^ 
people  who  arc  going  out  to  this  unlimited  sup- 
ply of  wine  luid  spirits,  who  have  not  been  ac- 
customed to  it  before? — With  very  young  people 
that  may  be  the  case;  I  do  not  think  that  it 
amounts  to  a  scandal. 

2462.  Do  not  y(m  think  that  the  consumption 
is  very  much  increai^t  d  iu  consequence  of  those 
things  being  given  without  restraint? — There  is 
no  doubt  that  it  is  so^  esftccially  ia  the  case 
of  youngsters. 

2463.  Have  you  not  often  heard  }>eople  in  the 
company 'a  steamers,  say  they  would  rather  drink 
for  Ae  purpose  of  punishing  tha  company  for 
their  heavy  passage  z«tes?'<-3  hnvc  heaid  sodi 
things  saicL 

2464.  Have 
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2464.  Have  you  Imd  your  attention  called  to 
tin  alleged  contract  entered  into  between  the 
FMnuBter  General  and  the  Peninsular  and  Ori- 
ental Cfmpaiiy,  at  tlio  lieLrliinnij^  of  tliits  year? — 
I  have  never  ecen  it;  I  have  heard  it  rel'erreU  to 
here. 

2465.  Do  not  you  thiuk  that  the  people  of 
India  will  be  very  much  astouishcd  Mncn  they 
arc  told  that  there  h  a  Standing  Order  of  the 
Boose  of  Commons,  to  the  effect  that  no  Buch 
entnct  should  be  entered  into  except  «ul]jeet  to 
di«  consent  of  Parliament,  .im]  yet  tnat  this  con- 
tratt  has  been  entered  into  iu  l!ie  fate  of  the 
CoDiniittec  appmnted  to  inc^uire  info  the  subject  ? 
—Yes;  thnt  very  resolution  of  tlio  Ilmisc  of 
Commons  was  pleaded  by  Mr.  IIIU  a.s  au  ellectual 
bar  to  coming  to  any  arrangement  with  me»even 
for  die  payment  of  the  ocean  mail  postage. 

t460.  Then  yon  and  a  Inr^re  number  of  persons 
in  India  would  he  very  nuu.h  astoni?^ie<l  to  find 
tbt  that  contract  has  been  entered  into*  in  total 
dinegtrd  of  that  Tesolution?— -We  should  he 
amazfd. 

2467.  Have  you  lookwl  at  the  late  at  which, 
nd  die  time  within  which,  the  service  U  to  be 
performed  under  this  contract  ? — I  have  not  eccn 
tJie  contract  at  all.    I  <!id  not  know  of  its  exts- 

2468.  With  regard  to  your. statement,  will  you 
obienre  that  the  contract  is  for  the  service  be- 
tween Suez  and  Bombay  in  312  hours;  but  it 
further  allows  24  houra  withuiit  a  peualty,  making 
3.{fi  hours,  and  that,  therefore,  the  contract  is  now 
for  9  knots  an  hour  ? — I  can  well  8up[)0se  that. 

2469.  But  will  not  it  bo  very  astonishing  to 
the  people  of  Bombay  to  iind  that  in  this  year  a 
contract  has  been  entered  into  for  a  service  of 
9  knots  an  hour?— Very  astonishing  indeed. 

2470.  Will  they  not  be  very  unieli  fnither 
tetomtihed,  when  they  arc  told  ttuit  tor  every  24 
bonrs  added  to  that  time  the  buuill  penalty  of 
50  iL  10  to  be  paid  ? — have  already  expi'essed 
my  amazement  at  it. 

2471.  The  eaving  to  the  company  for  every 
H  bonis,  in  point  of  coal,  would  be  300 /.  or  400 L, 
St  ^e  rate  which  has  been  taken,  would  it  not? 
— Vcs,  it  wmild  be  very  large. 

2472.  That  woidd  bring  it  down  nearly  to 
8  knots  an  hour,  would  it  not? — Yes. 

2473.  TJurtfi.re,  it  would  be  a  saving  of 
several  hmulred  pounds? — Yes. 

S474.  t  or  ^vllich  they  will  have  to  pay  the 
Government  oOLl—Ye^  they  will  pay  50/.  to 
eicspe  the  expenditure  of  300/.  or  400/.  for  coal. 

247o.  Tlieret'ore  the  penalty,  in  point  of  nict,  is 
a  premium  uj)on  the  delay  of  tliematle?— Plainly. 

S476.  Mr.  Ckilders.']  Do  ^ou  mean  that  the 
airreeiiicut  that  was  entered  into  last  February, 
iiicrta^'s  tlic  tliiie  between  England  and  Indiat 
have  ;  ever  seen  the  contract. 

2477.  Mr.  Ai/rton.']  Are  you  not  aware  that 
the  Government  have  abandoned  their  jwwer  of 
having  efticient  vessels  in  t'livour  of  tU'ia  contract 
&r  a  dme  ^-I  have  beard  it  stated  here. 

2478.  Mr.  Childerf.']  Have  you  not  seen  this 
agreement: — I  havi  not  ?een  the  agreement. 

2479.  And  you  know  uothiug  of  it  except  from 
rumour? — Xo. 

2480.  Mr.  Ai/rton.']  Taking  tlie  statement  of 
the  contract  tu  l)u  that  wlueli  I  li:ne  given  you, 
Would  it  not  excite  amazement  among  the  inlia- 
iMtants  of  Bombay  that  such  a  transaction  should 
go  on  with  the  Post  Master  General  of  ibis  coun- 
try?—Yes. 

043. 


2481.  Mr.  Chililt  rs.]  Are  you  aware  that  the  7?.  Km/fhtf 
time  between  England  and  India  is  fixed  in  the 

former  contract  ? — But  there  are  no  penalties.  •  

2482.  I  am  liot  upon  the  question  of  penalties,  8May  i8oo, 
but  the  time  bL't\vecu  England  and  India  is  &xed 

in  the  former  contnet»  is  it  not?— I  flunk  the 
time  is  not  fixed. 

2483.  Is  not  there  a  schedule  to  the  contract 
a«  to  the  time? — Kot  in  Che  PwrlianientM'y 
Papers. 

2484.  If  yon  will  refer  to  the  printed  papers 

of  the  lOlli  May  1865,  you  will  find  the  con- 
tracts there  set  out  in  full? — have  not  &ecn 
tho^  papers. 

2485.  Mr.  Stnnsfrld.''_  Have  you  any  rea?on  to 
think  that  B«)nd)ay  eould  furnish  such  a  fort- 
nigfadj  service  ns  you  have  been  speaking  of?— 
I  am  persuaded  that  it  can;  I  am  sure  it  can.  . 

2486.  And  on  whatever  terras  ^at  service 
might  eoniincnce,  may  the  Committee  take  your 
view  to  be  that  woidd  end  in  being  a  service 
which  would  require  no  subsidy? — uunk  so;  it 
would  be  content  with  the  ocean  postage. 

2487.  Do  you  kui»w  the  docks  at  Bombay  ? — • 
Yes,  I  listened  with  astonishment  to  Mr.  IIowelKs 
statement  upon  the  subject.  I  think  I  beard 
him  say,  tliat  there  were  no  docks  at  Bombay, 
except  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Dock?;  but 
the  Government  has  a  magnificent  establishment 
Aere. 

•i48K.  Mr.  Ai/rtoit.']  No,  lie  stflten  that  It  was 
not  large  enough  to  take  in  the  largest  vessels? — 
We  very  soon  shall  have  docks  large  enough^  at 
all  c'\cnt?,  at  the  rate  that  wc  arc  progressing 
there.  Then,  at  Suez,  the  Messageries  Imperialis 
Company  are  constructing  very  fine  docks,  upon 
which  tne.  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company 
themselves  will  depend. 

2I8f).  Mr.  Stansfehl']  Yon  probably  d.>  not 
know  the  dimensions  of  the  (jovemment  dock  at 
Bombay  ? — No,  I  do  not. 

2490.  Your  projMiiJal  was,  that  a  contract  for 
the  alternate  fortniglitly  conveyance  of  the  mails 
between  England  and  India  should  be  made  at 
Bombay  I — Yes,  at  Bombay,  by  the  Government 
of  India. 

2491.  You  mean  by  the  Director  General  of 
the  Post  Office  acting  for  the  Government  of 
India?— Yes. 

2492.  Tliat  contract  you  woidd  imagine  would 
be  made  in  consequence  of  a  previotis  under- 
standing between  the  Government  of  Indi.i  and 
the  Government  of  England  ?— Yes,  it  would  be 
negotiated  between  them. 

2l9.'>.  Tlierpfore,  from  tlie  fact  of  the  contract 
being  so  entered  into^  it  could  not  result  iu  any 
terma  which  would  preee  unduly  upon  England? 
— Not  at  all. 

2494.  And  you  think  that  there  would  be,  at 
Bombay  especially,  a  readiness  on  the  part  of 
Companies  possessing  steam  vessels,  to  compete 
in  this  respect  with  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental 
Company? — I  am  quite  satisfied  of  it. 

24i)5.  And  that  tliey  would  meet  with  consider- 
able publie  snpjport  in  so  doing  ? — They  would 
have  al!  tlie  public  sympnthles  witli  tlieiu. 

24^/6.  I  think  you  stated  that  the  result  of 
competition  woidij,  sOOner  OT  later,  be  a  great  re- 
duction in  the  passage  money  and  the  freight?'^ 
Uuqucsitionably. 

2497.  They  would  be  an  advantage,  though 
not  a  postal  advantage,  to  both  England  and 
Indta»  would  it  not? — ^It  would  be  a  very  great 
advantage  to  both  countries. 

B  249$.  In 
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R.  Xn^ht,      2498.  Tn  opinion,  that  is    ]ie  elenienf, 

E«q>       which  tlie  Govenuuents  of  Euglaud  aiul  India 

_   '       might  perfectly  wvU  tike  into  conaideration  ia 

8  May  1806.  enten°g      «  po«ti)l  wntract?— Yes,  that  biny 
opinion. 

2499.  Mr.  C/iilders.}  You  are  not  awaie  tliat 
&e  contracto  with  the  Feninmlar  and  Oriental 
Company,  establiilied  before  last  February,  had 

a  lime  table  attacluMl  to  them,  at*  part  of  the  con- 
tract?— No,  I  was  not  aware  oi  it;  but  I  be- 
Heve  I  state  the  fiuri,  when  I  (imt  penalties 
were  never  inflicted  in  nuy  case. 

2500.  Penalties  were  never  inflicted  till  last 
February,  but  thejr  inflicted  peooalties  last  Feb- 
ruary ? — That  dates  very  nearly  from  <lie  flfltab- 
fishment  of  this  Committee  of  Inquiry. 

2501.  Do  you  mean  t<>  iiiqily  In  that  that  the 
agreement  made  last  February  had  some  cou- 
neetioin  with  the  appointment  of  this  Committee? 
- — That  ill  re  is  a  very  comfortable  «nilt  i>tanding 
between  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company 
and  the  Post  Offioe,  I  am  satisfied. 

2.)02.  Do  ynti  mean  to  5av  that  the  agreement 
which  wac  tutored  into  lat-t  Februaiy  had  some 
connection  with  the  appointment  at  this  Comp 
mittee  ? — It  looka  very  like  it. 

S503.  Mr.  jMortft.]  You  stated,  did  70a  not» 
that  the  « oal  at  Aden  and  at  Snes  w««  exposed? 
— .At  Aden. 

2504.  Are  you  aware  that  it  never  rain?  there 
so  that  it  does  not  much  signify  ? — "Sh-.  Tlowt  ll 
stated,  I  think,  that  the  exposure  of  the  coal  to 


the  sun  caused  a  great  amount  of  evapoiatisBoif 
the  valuable  heating  qualitiem  in  coaL 
S505.  Mr.  Latrd.']  Do  you  know  what  As 

rnntrart  p|wed  was  netwoen  tlic  Peninsular  and 
Oriental  Company  and  the  Post  Office  ?--Teo 
knots  an  honr. 

•2.j()C>.  "^Vas  iliat  while  the  vessels  were  uiulcr 
weigh,  ni-  fnmi  poiut  topoiut? — The  clause  in 
the  »Htntract  is  this,  "That  the  said  Company 
sludl.  and  will,  af  their  own  C<'?t  and  ehary^e,  at 
all  tiuHw  during  the  continuance  of  thits.  euuiract 
at  a  i«nee<l  which  on  the  average  of  each  vovage 
of  eacn  veseicl  shall  not  be  less  than  10  knots  an 
hoar,  eonveyin^  Her  Majesty's  nuuls,"  it  doea 
not  say  from  pomt  to  point,  or  not. 

2507.  In  Ptatinrr  that  they  only  go  8J  Ivuot.":  an 
hour,  do  you  mean  to  say  that  they  lia\  e  ml  gone 
within  a  knot  and  a-half  of  the  requu'ed  speed  in 
the  contract? — Yes,  within  a  knot  and  arJuif  on 
die  Bombay  line  last  year ;  a  knot  and  wiaK 

slower. 

2a08.  You  have,  perhaps,  heard  Mr.  Hilt,  of 
the  Post  Office,  say,  that  the  contract  had  been 
performed,  on  the  whole,  satisfactorily  ? — I  think 
that  the  bland  aeaurances  of  the  Poiit  Office  ou 
the  subject  are  not  worlli  very  mnch. 

2509.  Mr.  Aj/rton.l  Tlie  sum  of  ymir  rtpinJoa 
is,  that  if  all  the  power  of  India  were  ooucen- 
t rated  in  Bombay,  tliere  could  be  an 
weekK  commimi<  ati()n  with  Suez  at  a 
lively  little  expeuxe? — Undoubtedly. 


Edmund  D.  Boubdilloit,  Esq.,  Examined. 


9510.  Ouarman.']  What  office  do  you  fill  in 
£^  jy^       the  Department  of  the  Serretary  of  State  for 

JBotv^Uon,  In^lia? — I  01^  Secretary  in  the  Public  Departs 
Cgq.  '  nient  in  which  the  chuge  of  the  Post  Office  is 
—  included. 

9511.  You  are  probably  aware  of  the  cairTes> 
pondenrc  which  has  been  put  in  by  Mr.  Frederick 
llill?— Yes. 

2519.  It  appears  that  the  last  letter  upon  the 

gcnemi  question,  addressed  from  your  othee  to 
the  I'oist  OHice,  m  dated  the  5th  ot  October  last 
year ;  has  any  correspondence  |Mti«sod  since  that 
time? — Ves,  r  liave  some  correspondence  here, 
which  I  will  lay  before  the  Committee  {^delivering 
til  At  tame). 

2513.  What  is  the  general  tenor  of  tlie  cfirres- 
pondeuce  which  you  are  now  pulling  in? — The 
whole  of  the  corres{>ondence  between  die  India 
De|Kirtment  and  the  Post  Office,  in  the  course  of 
last  year,  was  sent  out  to  the  (iovernmcnt  of 
India, in  a  Despatch  of  iheSOthof  JDeeend)er  la«it, 
and  a  reply  has  now  heeu  received  from  the 
Government,  exprcstiing  its  opinion  on  the  cor- 
reepondi  n(  e  that  passed  with  the  Post  Office. 

2514.  Will  you  re:(d  the  letter  from  the  Go- 
vernment of  India? — This  is  a  letter  to  the 
Secretary  nC  State  lor  India,  dated  the  9Sd  of 
February  1S66 :  "With  relisrence  to  your  puMie 
Dcsjiatch  ( No.  92,  dated  the  80th  of  December, 
and  iti  rontinii;itii>!i  <if  the  rio\'ernor  General's 
telegram,  dated  the  12th  instant),  we  have  the 
honour  to  submit  for  your  cousideradon  the  ae- 
oomjianyin'^  letter  received  from  the  Direct*>r 
General  of  the  Post  Office  in  India  on  the  verjr 
important  question  of  establishiiig  a  weeldy  mad 
between  England  and  Bombay." 

2515.  Mr.  StntufeldJ]  Will  yon  explain  what 


that  telegram  was? — This  was  a  telegram 
off  on  the  12th  of  February :    A  reply  to  your 
Post  Ofliee  Despatch  of  SOth  December  will  be 

sent  by  next  luail.  Jleanwhile  I  desire  to  sulunit 
that,  if  it  is  meant  to  make  India  jmy  the  whole 
ocet  of  two  addditional  mails  between  Suez  and 
Ponihay,  we  should  be  allowed  t-o  make  our  own 
arraugcuicnu-  as  economically  as  wo  can  either 
by  accepting  the  Messrs.  Steams',  or  any  other 
offer  tliat  may  be  eligible.  The  two  additional 
mails  are  indispensabTe."  Then  the  letter  goes 
on  to  say  :  "In  this  letter  Mr.  T^idJell  appears  to 
us  to  state  with  equal  force  and  justice  the  pwi- 
don  of  diis  question  so  fiur  as  lnm»  is  eonoemed. 
If  it  is  admitted,  as  it  is  hy  the  Po-tniasti  r 
General  in  Kngland,  and  the  point  is  iiiiiecd  too 
clear  to  leave  any  room  for  (question  about  it,  that 
the  postal  service  with  India  should  in  future  he 
exclaeivcly  to  Bombay,  it  is  difficult  to  uuder- 
stand  upon  what  ground  it  can  be  seriously  main- 
tained that  the  Indian  Poet  Office  should  continue 
to  be  charp«d  with  a  portion  of  the  cost  of  a  postal 
Bubsidy  iruen  to  -^tcmners  on  the  line  heiweeu 
Suez  and  Galle  for  the  toaveyance  ol  hina  and 
Australian  mails,  or  why  any  sul)t<idy  should  he 
given  to  «t<'nmers  rntming  between  Galle  and  Cid- 
cutta.  VV  care  ot'ojtinuiuthat  there  need  be  uo  he.-i- 
tation  in  mdertuking  for  the  present  on  the  part 
of  the  Goveniment  of  India  to  delcay  (in  addition 
to  a  reasonable  share  of  the  cost  of  the  service 
west  of  Suez,  which  is  used  for  other  than 
Indian  mails)  the  whole  cost  of  the  mail  «er\'ice 
between  Suez  and  Bombay;  theendresea  postage 
chartered  nn  covers  between  the  two  ctuintrica 
being  in  that  case,  of  course,  credited  to  the 
Indian  post-office.  Hut  we  do  not  consider  such 
an  arrangement  to  be  altogether  unobjectionable. 
It  woultl  apparently  be  baaed  on  the  expectation 
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that  the  service  must  be  carried  on  at  ft  loee; 

»nd,  if  8o,  we  venture  to  sugcest  tliat  it  would 
hardly  be  denired  by  England  that  the  whole 
flf  tbat  loos  flkovld  fall  upon  the  ladtan  revenueck 
It  liM  been  well  nointed  out  in  Mr.  MeriTflle'i 

kttor  to  tlu!  LuiiUon  Post  Office  of  the  /ith  of 
October,  that  the  iutereist«i  of  England  and  India 
ire  jointly  concerned  in  t\m  matter.  There  tm, 
111.  doubt,  thousandtt  in  tlu  former  country  to 
whom  increased  fuciiiticb  for  jioettd  communica- 
liM  with  India  are  just  as  important  as  they  are 
lalbdreountrymen  liviiig  in  India ;  and  whether 
we  took  to  the  interests  of  this  latter  ohue  only, 
or  to  the  inillidiis  fnnii  wlioin  Indian  revenue  is 
oniiily  drawn,  and  who  have  no  direct  interest 
in  the  matter  at  all,  it  would  «earoeIy  be  generous 
for  F".n::rlan>l  tn  :<tipTilati'   that    tlie  L>s.-,  which 

a 111  arisi*  from  the  esublitrhnu-at  gt  a  |)ru[>er 
efficient  |>o6tal  service  between  the  two 
countries,  should  be  borne  wholly  by  the  Indian 
taxpayer.  We  earnestly  trust  that  this  question 
will  receive  furtlier  and  full  ctni-ideiMtion  from 
the  Ijords  Commienonera  of  Uer  Alajeaty'a 
Treasury,  and  that  flone  arranffement  will  oe 
a^Vllte(l  to  whcrcliy  India  may  o1}taiu  the  great 
adrantiige  of  a  weekly  postal  service  with 
Bombay*  witliout  being  eompelled  at  the  Bame 
time  to  jiay  jiart  of  the  expense  of  maintaining 
another  line  of  tiommunioation.  which  is  no  longer 
of  any  service  to  India.  To  what  an  extent  the 
pottni  eervioe,  viA  Galle,  has  ceaaed  to  be  of 
nae,  even  to  Calcutta,  we  i^owed  In  our  Despatch 
to  you  on  this  subject,  dated  the  23<1  N.  iveniber.'* 
iil6.  Chairmnn.']  The  letter  is,  in  lact,  a  pro- 
test on  the  part  of  the  Indian  Government  against 
the  revenues  of  India  Lein^  nifidc  cliargcablc  with 
the  expense  of  that  puruou  of  the  service  be- 
tween England  and  China,  with  which  India  haa 
nothing  to  du  ? — Yes,  and  against  the  oomtinnaDOe 
of  the  useless  service  between  Galle  and  Cal- 
cutta. 

2517.  Has  a  copy  of  that  letter  been  submitted 
to  die  Poatmaster  Creneral  ?^It  was  sent  to  the 

Port  Office  on  the  5th  of  thi?  month. 

2518.  I  suppose  the  Committ-ue  may  assume 
Aat  the  Croverument  of  India  are  entirely  in 
favour  of  a  weekly  mail  to  Bombay? — Yea,  they 
have  been  in  favour  of  it  for  some  years. 

2519.  Are  you  aware  whether  tin  rc  Moidd  ha 
tof  objection  in  this  oouotry  to  that  weekly  mail 
benig  despatched  on  a  Friday?— Then  would  be 
DO  objection  as  far  «■  the  GhtTemment  ie  con- 
cerned. 

2o2>).  Mr.  At/rton.]  I  presume  that  it  would 
lo  ratlior  oonvciiiout  that  it  should  he  de-patched 
i»u  a  I'riday ,  haviug  regard  to  the  arrangements 
of  the  India  Office,  would  it  not? — Yes,  1  think 
that  thai  would  be  the  be«t  day  that  could  be 
fixed  upon. 

2521.  Chairmnn.']  Upon  the  point  of  a  weekly 
mail,  it  is  statctl  in  a  letter  from  the  Treasury  to 
the  Postmaster  General,  dated  the  14th  December 
la-t,  thai  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  "woidd  not 

warranted  in  sanctioning  the  large  increase 
to  the  charge  for  postal  communication  with 
India,  which  would  be  entailed  by  the  alteration 
hi  the  service  projKwed,  unless  the  Government 
of  India  should  think  fit  to  defray  the  entire 
•mount  of  that  increase  "  i  that  letter  was,  of 
eonrae,  in  the  poeeeeoon  of  the  Indian  Gorem- 
mcnt  at  the  time  that  the  1<  tter  wliich  you  have 
i>een  reading  to  us  was  written,  was  it  not? — 
Yes. 

2522.  Therefore  th^  were  fully  aware  (rf  ike 
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matter  which  was  in  controversy  between  the      E.  D. 
Post  Office  of  India  and  the  Post  Office  here  ? —  BourdilloH, 
Yes.  Ksfj. 

2523.  And  that  is  the  opinion  of  the  Govern-  ^  ^ — l,-- 
ment  of  India,  deliberately  expreesed  upon  that  *  '"^ 
point  ? — It  is, 

2524.  Air.  Childers.^  You  are  aware  that  the 
objection  on  the  part  of  the  Treasury  had  refe- 
rence, not  to  the  prenpi'al  question  of  a  wceklv 
mail,  but  to  the  uniiiuut  which  it  was  stated  in 
the  Post  Office  it  would  involve  ? — Yes,  it  is 
understood  that  the  ol^eetion  applied  to  the  coat 
of  an  additional  Bombay  mail,  in  addition  to  the 
present  i^uhsidy. 

2525.  It  was  an  objection  to  the  specific  addi- 
ticmal  charge  at  which  the  Post  Office  aud  liiey 
would  have  to  carry  out? — Yen,  exactly. 

2526.  But  it  has  never  heeii  understood  that 
there  was  any  objection  on  the  part  of  the 
Treasury  to  a  weekly*  moil,  if  the  whole  of  the 
arrangements  were  revised? — I  am  n<»t  aware 
tliat  tliere  has  been  any  ili.-tinet  statement  of 
such  willingness,  but  certainly  it  U  understood 
tfiat  the  objection  applied  to  the  expense  of 
tlie  additiooal  mails*  u  addition  to  the  present 
expeu.-e. 

2.y27.  Mr.  Hill  gave  it  in  eridence  that,  as 
far  as  he  wa.-^  concerned,  he  was  aware  that  the 
objection  was  to  that  specific  expense,  and  not 
to  the  general  arrangement  ? — The  objection,  as 
expressed,  certainly  only  applied  to  that. 

2528.  Chairman.']  It  has  been  stated  in  evi- 
dence by  the  Posi  Office,  that  the  whole  loss 
upon  the  India  and  China  services  amounts  to 
4K,000/.  apyear;  does  that  occur  t^i  you  as  being 
a  VI  I  '-  larfre  sum  a-^  ropreaenting  the  cost  of  the 
nuuntenance  of  the  political  and  general  connec- 
tion between  this  country-  and  India,  whether  it 
he  borne  by  the  Imperial  Government  or  by  the 
Ibdian  Govpmmenti  or  borne  in  shares? — The 
Governiiuiu  of  India  have  never  considered  so 
much  the  exact  amount  of  the  charge  laid  upon 
them,  us  they  have  had  regard  to  the  principle 
upon  wliieli  the  adjujitmenl  has  heen  made  ;  tliat  is 
what  they  have  looked  to  more  tlian  to  the  actual 
amount  of  the  bhai|gisi. 

252&.  Are  you  aware  whether  the  elvers  which 
are  despatched  from  the  India  Office  are  sent 
alwa\s  bearing  postage,  or  whether  tliey  are 
stamped  ? — 1  believe  they  all  carry  stamps. 

2590.  Mr.  Stanafeld.']  MThat  papers  are  tiiose 
wliich  you  have  put  in  to  day  ? — I  have  put  in 
the  DesiNitch  from  thi-  Ctini  rument  of  India, 
which  Inave  just  read :  a  [irevious  letter  from  the 
Governnient  of  India,  showing  the  way  in  which 
the  transit  of  laaiiM  through  India  from  Bombay 
will  be  carried  out;  a  despatch  from  the  Govern- 
ment of  Bombay,  on  the  sui^ject  of  a  tender  made 
for  the  proposed  additional  msnts  to  Bombay,  by 
n  locid  company;  and  the  Desjiatelies  to  the 
Governments  of  Bombay  and  India  on  the  8ul>- 
ject  of  this  letter,  and  also  a  coj>v  of  a  letter  to 
the  Pt>st  Office  on  the  5tb  of  Mnv* 

2531.  What  date  is  our  last  i>eaputcli  to  the 
Governments  of  India  and  Bombay  ?  —  The 
Despatch  to  the  Government  of  Bombay  is  dated 
the  31st  of  March,  communicating  the  dceitton 
of  th<'  Se.  rotary  of  Stetocmthe  teider  of  Messrs. 
btcams  &  Co. 

3532.  Will  you  read  tiiat  letter  to  the  Coow 

miftee? — Tliis  is  in  replv  to  a  I>e.-pateh  from  the 
Guverinnent  of  Bombay,  which  1  propose  to  put 
in,  tint  which  I  have  not  read,  oocnmnnieating  a 
tender  for  the  performance  of  an  additioaial  -"cr- 
B  2   .  vice 
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vice  by  a  local  company  :  "  T  hnvo  rnnsidercJ  in 
Council  your  letter  dated  27tli  .Jauuury  (Xo.  7) 
186G,  forwarding  correspondence  on  the  subject 
of  an  ofter  made  by  Messrs.  Stearns,  (lobart^  & 
8  May  i8C6.  Co.,  on  behalf  of  the  Bombay  and  Bengal  Sfeam 
Ship  Company,  to  cany  two  additional  innild 
everj?  month  between  Bombay  and  Suez,  for  a 
aahndy  of  20,000  rupees  a-month,  and  strong^Iy 
recommending  that  this  tenilrr  lie  nrroptfi  frji- 
one  J  ear.  A  Committee  ot'  the  Ilmifc  «>1  Coni- 
mon^  has  just  liocii  apiiointed  to  inquire  into  the 
whfde  subject  <»f  Telegraphic  .md  Postal  Commu- 
nication between  India  and  England,  and  I  trust 
that  the  delibcratiourt  of  the  C(mimittee  may  re- 
Bult)  at  no  distant  period,  in  that  re\-i8ioa  and 
extension  of  the  portitl  serTioe  which  is  so  much 
de.-ircd  l)y  all  i>(irtk.-:  connected  with  India.  But, 
in  the  mean  liiae,  I  uai  not  prepared  to  sanction 
the  proposal  vou  have  now  submitted  to  me." 

?5'{3,  Will  you  go  b«u  k  tn  the  jinijmsul  there 
referred  to  by  the  Bomliay  unci  lieugal  Steam 
Ship  Company,  and  give  m  the  particulars  of 
that  piopoaal  ? — The  proposal  was  to  carry  two 
additional  malk  every  month  between  Bombay 
and  Suez,  fur  '20,0(10  rupees,  or  2,000/.  ;i-montli, 
beiiig  at  the  rate  of  1,000/.  for  each  com[»lete 
tnp. 

2534.  At  wbnt  Fiiced? — A  speed  of  eijrlst 
knots  an  hour.  Tiie  company  added,  "  It  uuiy 
Dot  be  out  of  place  to  mention,  altliougli  not  as 
a  part  of  our  lender,  tltat  we  Iwve  in  contempla- 
tion the  building  of  a  class  of  boats  not  only 
larger  and  tu.-ter.  Imt  in  c\ery  ^vay  .'^\i|terii>r  to 
any  now  in  the  Ea&t,  and  capable  of  deliverinff 
die  nuub  within  20  days  between  England  ana 
India;  and  plans  for  placing  thc^c  vessels  on  the 
route  are  so  iar  matured  tuat  slinukl  the  tender 
WO  have  made  be  accepted,  aiul  a  reascnalilc 
prosppf't  lield  out  of  our  securing  a  fair  subsidy 
throiijili  to  England,  wc  have  little  doubt  of  our 
being  in  a  position  to  carry  the  prqject  into  imr- 
mediate  execution." 

2535.  All  oomidenition  of  that  proposal  haa 
been  po8t|ionod.  ha-^  it  not,  until  tliia  Osnunittee 
shall  have  reported  ? — Yes. 

253G.  Have  any  other  companies  submitted 

{mi{»osale  to  the  Government  of  India  for  n  simi- 
arjjurpose? — There  ha«  l)een  no  fonnal  tender 
made.  I  n  I  Mr.  Riddell,  the  Director  General  of 
the  Po«t  Office,  has  stated,  in  a  recent  letter,  that 
he  had  TPRvon  to  believe  that  the  British  India 
Steam  \avigalii)n  Conii(!iny  \si>uld.he  prepared 
to  submit  a  tender  for  that  service. 

2537.  Do  you  jiut  in,  to-tlay,  a  certain  doen- 
ment,  quoted  by  Mr.  Kuiglit  in  Ins  ev  iilem  o, 
namely,  a  Despatch  or  a  Bejuji  t  from  the  Di- 
rector General  of  the  Poet  Office?— Yea,  that 
is  amongst  tho60  papers  which  I  liavc  put  in. 
There  is  a  Despntch  to  the  Government  of 
India,  wliieli  Ini  licen  prepared  since  the  one 
which  I  have  just  read,  to  the  Government 
1^  Bombay,"  in  answer  to  the  hat  Despatch 
from  the  Government  of  India,  if  the  Com- 
mittee woold  like  to  hear  it  read :  "  I  have 
eoneidercd  in  Council  your  letter,  dated  22d 
February  (No.  3)  1866,  for w aiding,  with  refe- 
rence to  Sir  C.  Wood's  Despateli,  dated  the3Uth 
December  (No.  92)  1865,  a  letter  from  Ae 
Director  General  of  the  Po«t  OOice  in  India,  on 
the  present  state  of  the  <||^ttestion  establishinp^ 
a  weekly  mail  Im  iw ci  n  England  and  India,  via 
Boiulcty.  The  subject  i^,  as  you  arc  aware,  much 
cuninlicatcd  by  existing  arrangements,  but  I 
ahftii  not  fiul  to  nr;gc  on  Her  J^Iajesty's  Post- 


master General,  and  on  the  Lords  of  ITcr  Ma- 
jesty's Treasury,  the  importance  of  pimiwg  aa 
end  to  existing  auoraaiies,  and  of  jiro\  iding  means 
of  extended  postal  communication  between  Eng. 
land  and  India  on  fair  and  equitable  terms.  A 
Committee  i>r  tlic  Tlonse  of  Cnniinons  has  recently 
been  appointed  to  consider  the  whole  subject  «^ 
postal  and  telegraphic  oommunication  between  the 
two  rnnntrier: ;  ;inil,  pending  the  rc=ult  of  the 
deliberatioua.  ul' the  ( 'mnmittee,  I  caiumt  sanction 
the  adoption  of  any  measnre  wliieli  W  iuil'l  involve 

additional  ch.arges  to  be  borne  exclusively  by  the 
revenues  of  India." 

2538.  What  is  the  date  of  that  despatch?— 
That  h&s  just  been  passed.   The  letter  to  the 
Post  Office,  eommnnicating  this  doemneat,  and 
conveying  (In'.  Secretary  of  State's  opiiiion.  h 
dated  the  5th  of  May,  and  is  in  these  terms: 
"  Witli  reference  to  Mr.  HiilV  letter, .dated  Slit 
Deeeniher  last,  communicating  the  decision  f>f 
the  Lords  <»1  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  uu  the 
subject  of  establishing  weekly  postal  comniuni-. 
cation  between  England  and  India,  via  Bombar, 
I  am  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  fnr 
India  in  C<mncil,  to  aei[uaint  von  tliat  a  copy  .,f 
t!ie  correspondence  wludi  took  place  with  Her 
Majesty's  Poet  Ofllo^  in  die  eonree  of  last  year, 
on  the  subject  in  questimi,  was  transmittei!  fur 
the  information  of  the  Government  of  India;  and 
I  have  now  to  forward,  for  the  information  of  Her 
Majesty's  Postmaster  General,  the  aeeompanjiog 
co[}Y  of  a  letter  from  the  Government  of  India, 
with  it<  enclosures,  relating  to  the  ](Vescnt  posi- 
tion of  the  question  at  i^suc.  It  will  be  observed 
that  tiie  Government  of  India  oontinae  to  urge  the 
establishment  ol'  the  proposed  additional  service 
vid  Bombay,  and  express  the  hope  that  the  sub- 
ject will  receive  such  further  cont^ideratton  from 
the  Lmds  of  Her  Majesty's  Treaflury,  ob  will 
result  iu  the  establishment  of  a  weekly  pcstal 
service  with  Bombay,  and  that  India  m.ay,  at  the 
Bame  time,  be  relieved  from  the  necesmty  of  pajr> 
ing  part  of  the  expense  of  maintaining  the  line 
of  postal  conunuineation  via  Galle,  which  is  no 
longer  of  any  puidic  service.    The  viewfi  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  in  Conndl  haw 
alreadv  been  fnlK  and  repeatedlv  exprcioed  on 
this  im|>ortaiir  i^uhjcct;  but  a«  tliie  is  the  first 
oppwtunity  vsiiieh  lia^  occurred  of  stating  his 
opinion  on  the  subject,  aa  presented  in  Mr.  Hill's 
letter  of  the  21st  Dtwemoer  last,  I  am  directed 
by  Earl  de  (  I  i  ey  to  remark  that,  considering  the 
question  of  an  increase  of  tlie  rates  of  |K>sta^  to 
have  been  set  nt  rest  by  the  decision  of  the  Coeds 
of  Her  ^lajesty's  Treasury,  as  therein  comnnmi- 
catcd,  Itiii  Ltadship  is  not  prepared  to  sanction, 
at  the  sole  charge  of  India,  the  establishment  of 
the  additional  steamers  to  and  from  Bombay, 
which  under  existing  arrangements  would  be 
required  to  maintain  a  weekly  mall  communica- 
^on  with  India  by  that  route.   Earl  de  Urey,  in 
accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  QoTemment  of 
India,  requests  that  the  subject  may  again  be 
brought  by  Lord  .Stanley  of  Alderley  to  the 
early  consideration  of  tiic  l><ird8  of  the  Treasury, 
and  that  tlieir  Lor(lsiii])3  may  be  moved  to  ccn- 
eeut  to  sucli  a  re-arraugement  of  the  postal  tcr- 
vicc  with  India  aa  may  lead  to  a  removal  of 
existing  anomalies,  and  provide  for  the  desired 
changes  and  extensions  m  the  service,  on  fiur 
and  equitable  terms." 

2539.  Then,  the  views  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  and  the  Indian  Government,  arc  that  if 
the  weekly  mail  to  Bombay  should  entail  any 

odditiuDal 
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aiMidonal  loss  to  the  t-wo  countries,  Tndia  i^liould    nies  m>w  :  but  tlio  princij 


bear  not  the  whole,  but  her  fair  j>ro}>orti<in  of  as  regaub  C'liiaa  remain!*  uaalicrcii 
ibitlow? — Yes,  oertamly  ;  at  the  same  time  the       25.>1.  "With  reference  to  the  u 


tlio  arrangement 


E.  D.  * 
incrense  in  too  ^^l' 

Government  beiiere,  with  the  Director  General   rates  ot'  ^tage,  which  has  been  proposed  by  the 
of  tlie  Post  Office,  that  by  a  re-arrangenumt  of   Poet  Oflice,  has  that  subject  been  iwonsidered  at  ' 
tkwholcof  the  services  I  he  desired  aervioe  might    all  hy  the  Secretary  of  State? — Xd  ;  It  iva.-s 
Im  earned  on  without  lose.  statcil  in  tiiis  ietter  to  the  Pu^t  Oftice,  that  that 

2540.  It  has  been  put  in  eTidenee  before  the  was  considered  to  have  been  finally  settled  l>y  the 
Crmmitlec  in  tliis  way,  that  tlie  Govcrmuent  of  decision  of  tlie  Lords  of  the  Treasury  in  Deecin- 
bdin  «ict«ired  to  improve  the  postal  communica-  bcr  last,  in  wliicli  titc  Treasury  intimated  that 
tiun,  but  were  not  veiy  anxious  to  pay  anything    they  should  not  press  it  agmnst  the  wish  of  the 

India  Department. 

2552.  You  have  heard'  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Knight  with  reference  to  hia  three  main  heads  of 
com^>laint,  namely,  the  speed  of  the  prc^ont  ninil 
service,  the  injurious  effect  of  monopoly,  ami  the 
necessity  of  competition  and  certain  new  an  ani^c- 
mcnts  which  he  suggests;  do  you  desire  to  oiier 


fur  it ;  that  yon  wonhl  not  admit  to  be  a  correct 
representation  of  the  \iew.s  of  the  Government  of 
India  / — No,  certainly  not ;  they  w^ould  bo  willing 
to  bear  half  the  duuge  of  any  necessary  increase 
(^expense. 

How  is  it  that  tlie  Indian  Government 
<mt  to  the  conclusion  that  it  woiUd  be  possible 


to  have  a  weekly  mail  to  Bombay  without  any    any  remarks  upon  tKat  evidence  ?~With  rejraTd 

to  the  speed  of  the  stL'fimei-s,  the  Cioi  cnimciit  of 
Bombay  have  begged  that  in  any  new  arrange- 
ments which  mayoe  made  a  higher  ppeed  than 
that  provided  fni-  in  tho  old  oOBtract)  OI  10  knots 
an  hour,  miglit  be  retpured. 

2553.  With  regard  to  the  supposed  injurious 
effects  of  the  monoiwly  of  the  Peninsular  and 
Oriental  Company  upon  passage-money  and 
freight  is  the  opinion  ot"  tho  Indian  comuuinity 
^  mature,  within  your  personal  knowledge?— 
I  know  nothing  upon  the  point.  Tite  snppoeed 
mouopolv  of  the  eompany  is  l)elle\'eil  to  o]icrate 
prejudicially,  or  to  have  done  m  hitherto,  in  the 
vies?  of  the  people  in  India,  as  preventing  the 
establishnx  nt  of  an  additional  mail  service. 


aJJilion  to  the  pre^^ent  co.-t  of  the  mail  contracts? 
—  They  itropoec  that  like  jKiJital  line  between 
Galle,  Madrae  and  Calcutta  should  be  entirely 
diMontinued,  and  chat  the  Government  of  India 
itmld  be  relieved  from  tmy  share  of  the  expense 
of  maintaininj:;  the  line  as  far  as  Gallc. 

£»42.  \Vith  reference  to  the  Cliina  mails,  what 
ii  their  view? — That  they  should  bo  relieved 
fn  m  all  charge  on  accoontof  the  maik-betmreen 
Eiii,'l;in(l  and  China. 

2>4).  Chairman  ]  That  is  to  say,  that  they 
Till  depend  entirely  in  India  upon  local  means 
iS  communication  with  China? — They  seem  to 
bepreparetl  to  muke  their  own  arraii;^cmcnt.s  for 
tbc  oorrespondence  between  India  and  Cliina. 

SM4.  If  the  Government  of  India  is  willing  to 

]jay  its  jhare  nf  any  ncee.s?nry  increase  of  cxiicnso 
in  jierfccting  the  communication  between  this 
country  and  India,  the  question  then  resolves 
ititlf  into  an  unwillinfjness  on  the  iMirt  of  the 
JJuuie  Guverumeut  to  pay  the  difference  that  is 
left  ? — That  seems  to  be  the  state  of  the  case. 

2546.  Mr.  8UmMfeld,\  As  a  matter  of  fiict,  tlic 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  has  accj^uiesced,  has 
he  not,  in  the  principle'  of  the  existing  arrange- 
ments by  which  the  revenues  of  India  sustain 
kdf  the  *lo.«s  uixm  lim  Chin*  mail  The  Govem- 
inent  of  India  have  never  volimtarily  agreed  to 
that  principle. 

2946.  They  submitted  to  ihe  decision  of  the 
T^ury? — VVhen  the  prineiple  was  first  laid 


2554.  Generally  speaking,  are  you  prep.tred 
to  agree  with  the  views  exprcss^ed  by  Mr.  Knight, 
as  to  the  advieahtlity  of  alternate  fortninhtly 
services  starting  from  iiombay? — I  think  that, 
as  regards  the  iKistal  service,  it  is  not  of  much 
consequence  by  wliom  the  service  is  performed. 
It  is  desirable  that  in  inviting  tender!?  for  the 
new  services,  the  thing  .-lioiild  be  sf)  arranged  aa 
to  allow  independent  companies  to  come  in  for 
portions  of  the  service. 

2555.  And  it  will  appear,  will  it  not,  from  the 
documents  i^hich  you  nave  put  in,  that  there  is  * 
great  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Indian  Govern- 
ment, as  well  as  of  tlic  Indian  jmhlic,  that  tliere, 
should  be  a  competition  of  tiiat  nature? — The 


4»wn  by  the  Treasury  in  1854  ttie  Court  of  Dbee-   Government  of  India  arc  quite  prcp."ircd  to  make 

tor*  remonstrated  a;^aiust  it,  ----      --  _    -x ---  

We  have  had  that  remonstrance  in  evi- 
deaoe  already,  have  we  not? — No;  the  remon- 
atnuicc  ha.s  not  been  put  in. 
254«.  Have  you  got  it  here?— Yes. 
2649.  Will  you  put  in  7— Yes  {ddivmtiff  t»  the 
sosie). 

2550.  Did  those  representations  produce  any 

i  ffeet? — Tiicy  produced  no  ell'eet  at  the  time,  and 

they  have  been  renewed  since ;  but  the  rcucwcd 
icmonstranee  led  to  no  alteration  of  the  principle. 

The  reini)n--tranee  made  at  tliat  time  led  tn  the 
arrangement  by  whicli  a  portion  of  the  expense 


use  of  the  services  of  other  companie>,  and  they 
desire  to  have  au  opportunity  of  luakiug  arrange- 
uicnt<  with  them. 

2556.  The  view  of  the  Indian  Post  Office  ap- 
])eai-a,  does  it  not,  from  tlie  c«irrespondcncc,  to  bo 
gtron<,dy  in  fax  inir  of  some  iww  and  distinct  con- 
tract for  carrying  the  mails  ? — Yes ;  I  think  so. 

2557.  Mr.  Ayrtan.']  Are  you  aware  that  the 
Postm.i.*ter  fJeneral  entered  into  a  coutraet  on 
the  27th  of  February,  18C6,  with  the  Peninsular 
and  Orientol  Company  ? — I  am  not  aware  that  it 
ha!«  been  communicated  to  the  India  OiKcc. 

2558.  The  India  Oilicc  was  not  consulted  upon 


flf  dm  mfttu  ia  defaiyed  by  tlM  AustraUan  Cdo-  that  contract?— I  am  not  aware  that  it  was. 


2.55y.  Chairman.']  VoTT  were  Secretary  of  the 
Public  Works  Dcjwvuncnt  in  India  for  some 
time,  were  yon  not  ? — I  was  for  the  last  ttree 
years  that  1  was  in  India.  I  came  back  about  % 
years(»o. 

256<  I.  During  the  time  that  yon  ware  In  Indiftj 

0.43. 


CoLONBL  Kicharh  Stbachst,  Examined. 

was  vniiv  atfentloTi  called  at  all  tn  the  working  of 


CoT. 


the  tclcgraiiliic  nyetem  ?— Ihe  telegraph  \b  not  Jl,  &rackfym. 
under  the  Public  Works  Department,  and  there-  — 7> 
fore  I  have,  so  to  s]ieak,  no  specifio  knowledge  of 
the  detailed  working  of  it. 
250 1 .  Nor  «ay  official  re^aaibilify  oonnected 
R  3  with 
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Col.       with  it? — No  official  responsibility  of  any 
J{,  Slracht  i/.  seription  ;  but  i'tvm  my  general  connection  with, 

  and  my  position  as  Sefiotary  to,  tlx-  Goveniinoiit 

8  May  ibgG.  q(  India,  I  understand  the  general  ey«tcm  under 
which  the  telegraph  was  worked;  and  of  ctNim 
pvcivIhhIv  lias  to  deal  with  the  telegmph  in  a 
practioal  way  by  ueiug  it,  and  one  hears  com- 
plainta,fleefl  thinge,  and  forme  opinions  upon  them. 

2,'>62.  Are  you  prepared  to  give  any  opinion  to 
the  Committee  at*  to  the  general  results  of  the 
working  of"  this  Government  eystem  of  tclc- 
gnpha  i' — To  be^  with,  I  think  that  I  may 
vay  that  the  delicieneiee  in  the  Qoyennnent  tele^ 
gi-apli  system  are  j  cifVctly  notorious,  and  that 
there  ie  no  diq)ute  about  that.  It  is  a  matter  ot 
fact  that  mewnces  throughout  India,  have  been 
very  L;reatly  delayed,  &nr\  have  lirrn  very  badly 
tran-iiiitted.  At  the  tatue  tiuio,  it  t<hould  be 
e4u;illy  admitted,  nu  the  other  hand,  that  there 
have  been  great  diitiuultiea  to  contend  with.  But, 
irreepective  of  the  cause*  on  either  side,  whether 
bad  iiKUiapi'ment  or  inefficient  ;ldnliIli^t^ati^in,  or 
the  real  dittieultiea  of  the  case,  the  fact  of  the  de- 
ficiencies cannot  be  questioned. 
,  25(!.*>.  I.-  it  your  opinion  that  the  canseFi  of  this 

want  of  good  conduct,  so  to  speak,  of  ilie  tele- 
graphic eyatem,  are  to  be  found  in  imperfectly 
coIl^truetcd  lines'  and  incfRi:ient  establishments  * 
• — doubt,  on  the  fnee  of  it,  that  is  the  osteufciljlc 
eau^e.  The  inmi<  dialc  eau?e  i.s  that  the  lines 
were  originally  ill-constructed,  and  that  a  great 
de«l  more  work  h»i  been  required  of  them,  in  the 
gra(!ua!  (Ifvelopment  of  the  sy^-tein  whieh  hat* 
taken  place,  than  they  were  capable  ol"  getting 
thruugn ;  and  the  eame  remark  equally  applies 
to  the  cstablislmients. 

2564.  Wlu  n  you  -peal;  W  tin  lines  as  bcin" 
ill-construeted,  are  they  to  be  condidere<l  oa  ill- 
eonetmcted  with  reference  to  the  state  of  science 
at  the  time  when  they  were  put  up  ? — I  should 

tliiiik  r^o.  It  ij*  my  njilnicii  that  tin-  \s  :is  (h  li- 
heratclv  done  *  not  aeei<l(!utall^',  not  from  igno- 
rance, but  int«Dtionaliy,  and  wi^  this  view,  that 
the  dominant  idea  in  startin<r  the  telegraph  in 
India  was  to  get  it  oon^triu  ted  cheaply.  The 
idea  on  the  part  of  the  ])eople  who  had  the 
manngement  of  it  was.  that  the  way  to  start  it 
cheaply  was  to  put  up  a  thick  iron  wire  on  the 
top  of  a  plain  wooileu  [►ost,  without  any  insula- 
tions, and  so  to  get  it  constructed  at  the  (-henjicst 
]Ki.a.sibTe  rate;  and  having  got  the  cheapest  jios- 
f-il'h'  line,  to  iTrl  tlic  ehe.-ip'-'st  j)ossihl(  I'-tahJi-h- 
ment  to  work  it,  which  they  accordingly  did. 
The  salaries,  no  doubt,  have*  been  quite  inado- 
r|uat«>  to  cniT  ^vhat  ono  mav  rjtll  proj)erly  effi- 
cient au(i  nuahiieil  tigiialiest.  uiiU  tiiperior  estab- 
lishment. And  1  nuiy  say  that  this  fact,  as  regards 
the  insufficient  salaries  and  the  unsatisfactory 
position  nf  the  (>stflbHshm«nts,  has  practically 
•  been  eiiiir.ly  admitted  by  the  Government. 
Within  the  last  six  months,  or  about  tliat  time, 
shortly  after  thea|)pointment  of  Colonel  Robin.son, 
who  i-  the  prcent  Director  General  of  the  Telc- 
gra^»h  in  India,  the  whole  .system  has  been  reor- 
ganised. On  a  rei)ort  of  his',  considerable  modifi- 
cations were  made,  and  the  salaries  were  ven,- 
sensibly  incrcafCfl ;  and  no  doubt  the  whole  thing 
has  hrcii  jnit  on  a  min  h  hettcr  footing.  His  pro- 
posals were  virtually  accepted  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  system,  no  doubt,  baa  been  sensibly 
improved. 

That  system  involves,  I  presuiuf,  tlie 
estabKakmcnt  of  the  telegraphic  apparatus ;  that 
ie  to  say,  posts,  wires».inaahitoria,  and  all  things 


of  that  kind,  upon  a  footing  equal  to  the  science 
of  the  present  day  ? — There  is  no  doubt  that  the 

intention  of  the  (iovernnicnt  is  t<;  do  everything 
that  is  necessary'  to  get  a  thoroughly  effioaat 
system  of  fines.  Naturally,  inaamueli  as  diey 
have  line?  now.  many  of  which  wore  eon?truct<;J 
ill,  and  in  the  cheapest  way  ]K>ssilile,  tliai  ig  to 
say  widiout  insulators,  and  to  a  great  extent  oa 
bad  posts,  the  reconstruction  of  those  lines  must 
be  a  question  of  time  ;  but  1  presume  that  there 
is  no  doubt  of  the  general  desire  of  tlte  Govera- 
ment  to  put  things  upon  a  proper  and  an  effioknt 
footing. 

2oGG.  Are  you  aware  whether  nicssa^'es  an? 
forwarded  upon  the  Government  lines  in  any 
other  than  the  English  language  ?—>Tliey  are  ex* 
chisivelv  in  the  Kiii'lish  hin(;Mfti;e. 

Theu,  of  course,  all  Uiu  signallers  miui 
be  practically  acquainted  with  the  KugUah  la»- 
guure  'i — Yes,  they  ave  to  a  certain  extent. 

2568.  Does  not  that,  of  necessity,  to  some  ex- 
tent, limit  the  field  of  supply  of  signallera?— It 
does,  there  is  no  doubt. 

2d<>9.  It  was  stated  by  a  witness  who  had  bostt 
cniphiycd  in  the  fiovcrnment  fcle^rraphlo  service 
in  Bengal,  that  the  signallers  were  aliuust  entirely 
half-castes  or  Eurasians ;  and  that  no  native 
Hindoos  or  Mussulmen  were  employed  ;  can  vmh 
as>ign  any  reason  for  that?^ — The  signallers  to  a 
very  great  extent  are  half-castes;  there  is  no 
question  that,  comparatively  speaking,  a  tmaii 
number  of  them  only  are  natives  of  the  oovntty. 
I  liave  a  sort  of  reeolicctioii.  now  that  you  mention 
the  thing,  that  I  have  heard  that  ou  bir  William 
O'-Shaughnessy's  original  starting  of  the  telegraph 
in  India,  lie  did  accept  the  exclusion  of  natives 
us  ii  general  principle,  but  with  the  intention  of 
getting  the  signallers  to  live  togethttr  under  m 
tontt  so  that  they  should  be  mora  nQoeHtble  anA 
amenable  to  discipline,  and  that  they  diotdd  be 
ni<  re  readily  kept  on  the  spot  to  work  the  tele- 
graph. Their  prejudices  of  caste  would  have  pre- 
vented most  nattves  firom  living  in  the  telegraph 
offices.  I  will  not  say  that  this  realty  is  thefiict, 
but  it  is  my  impression  thai  ^uch  wa^  the  case. 
I  cannot  conceive  that  the  Government  of  India 
would,  for  &n  instant,  have  listened  to  any  pco- 
po«aI  to  exclude  natives  of  India,  ub  such. 

2ii7(y  \ou  do  not  think  that  that  exclusion  of 
natives  of  India  arose  from  any  want  of  oonfi- 
deuce  in  their  trustworthiness  and  fidelity 
do  not  in  the  least  believe  it ;  I  do  not  tliink  that 
such  an  idea  would  ever  be  conceived  by  the 
Government  or  aeoepted;  it  appears  to  me 
to  lie  rrpnirnnnt  to  romrnon  sense,  and  it  ia  a  sort 
ol"  thing  that  nobody  would  listen  to. 

2571.  Were  you  not  consulting  engineer  to 
the  Government  of  India,  in  the  railway  depart* 
ment? — I  hare  heen  so. 

i)iiriiiL'  that  time  had  ^  011  any  cogni* 
zance  of  the  telegraph  system,  as  it  ii»  worked  on 
the  East  India  Railway  ?— Not  in  detail ;  I  know 
that  the  telegraph  existed,  and  it  was  worked 
under  certain  restrictions.  The  law  of  India 
phiees  (he  entire  construction  and  the  working (tf 
telegraphs  in  the  hands  of  the  Government  ex- 
clusively, and  no  person,  or  company,  can  work 
a  telegraph  in  India,  excepting  with  the  permis- 
sion of  the  Government.  That  permission 
has  been  aoooided  to  all  the  railway  companies; 
and  the  railway  companies,  accordingly,  <lo  trans- 
mit  messa^s  for  tlie  public  at  rates  whioh  are 
identical  wiA  the  rates  of  the  GoTemment,  but 
«taU  under  owrtain  reatriotioiM. 

2573.  Are 
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3573.  Are  we  to  understand  ^ou  tot  aaj  tint 
^  law  req^uireii  it  ?-^Y«& 

2574.  le  tWe  m  CBaetaiieiit  of  Ae  Goveni- 

neot  of  India  to  that  efiect? — Yes  ;  there  is  an 
Act  of  the  Tjefjisliitive  Couuril  of  ludU,  which 
give*?  the  Cim  trmnent  tlie  excluHive  |K)wer-^  t(» 
which  I  liave  referred,  an^l  luyri  dttwn  pains  and 
jenalties  for  various  utfLUccjs  iu  cunucxtiou  with 
working  of  telegraphs. 

2575.  AV  an  it  duriDs  the  time  (hat  yea  were 
oovHildii^  engineer  to  Uie  Goveroment  of  India, 

in  the  railway  department,  that  the  (;o\ ei  iimcnt 
iti  uader  its  couvideratiun  the  proiMml  which 
M  sent  to  the  Seoretary  of  State  here  for  the 
foruation  i  f  a  company  wiiii  li  should  work  the 
telei!:raph  wires  upon  the  railways  ? — It  catne  be- 
fore the  Government  of  India,  when  I  was  accre- 
tuj  to  the  Public  Worlu  Dei>arttnent,  The 


Col 


8  Maji866. 


prajtli  as  proposed.  I  know  that  this  question  Straeie^. 
did  arise  iu  mms  Cona>  but,  as  I  said,  the  tele-  '  '  ^ 
gra[ih  bttsineis  wae  not  in  my  department,  and 
thcrt  fon-  T  caniiof  s-jicak  ixi^itively ;  but  I  have 
heurii,  and  have  every  reason  to  believe,  that  the 
Government  did  express  an.  opinion  that  tliej 
would  liavo  no  objection  whatever  to  the  forma- 
tion of  u  private  company  to  transmit  commercial 
messages  between  Calcutta  and  Bombay.  S<jme 
eomplaiat  was  made  that  the  Government  lines 
did  not  transmit  meeaages  for  the  public  fiatia- 
fai  torily  :  anil  thi'  (iovcrnment  gave  an  npiuion 
in  fiomo  sliape  that  they  would  be  perfectly  open 
to  allow  a  private  company  to  eome  in  and  do  the 
business  if  they  pleased. 

2580.  As  far  as  you  are  aware,  i-s  tlicre  any 
unwiUinguess  on  tne  part  of  the  Government 
of  India  to  approve  of  this  plan  of  working  by 


Pnttlio  Works  Department  manages  ill  ndlway    menns  of  a  coni]>any,  on  the  ground  of  the  inteiw 


business,  ami  iliat  proposed  did  come  before  the 
(ioverument  in  my  time. 
2576.  It  appears  from  the  correspondenee, 

diAt  the  matter  having  been  remitted  by  the 
ijcaetary  of  State  to  the  consideration  of  the 
kdtaui  Government,  and  that  tht-  Secretary  of 
State,  upon  the  receipt  of  the  reply  of  the  Indian 
Government,  declined  to  ><anction  the  projKJsed 
•muigement  ? — So  I  have  hcani. 
i^77t  Xlte  Secretary  of  State  was  asked  by 


fi  rciu  c  (if  the  ctimpany  with  the  receipts  upon 
the  Government  system  of  telegraphs '( — li'  the 
answer  to  that  question  must  oe,  yes  or  no,  I 

shmiM  say  no,  in  a  general  way  :  but  the  answer 
must  be  given  wilh  reference  to  tkiuie  specific 
line.  This  is  my  apprehenifiou  of  the  fact.^  of  the 
case:  that  on  tho.-e  linc^  where  the  business  on 
the  whole  is  so  large  iliat  the  Government  buu* 
nes8  and  the  business  of  the  community  cannot 
be  carried  on  satisfaetorily  together,  the  Go- 


of the  nutway  compames  to  state  his  reasom   Ywnment  wonld  not  object  to  dieir  system  being 


f  ir  having'  dnne  no,  and  lie  ilocliued  to  furnish  the 
raiiway  ouuipany  with  any  reason;  from  the  oir- 
cunutance  of  your  having  been  at  that  time  eon- 
(ulting  engineer  t»)  the  Government,  are  you 
■ware  of  what  the  reason  was? — I  was  not  con- 
tulting  engiuecr  at  the  time,  but  secretary  in  the 
i'oblic  Workii  Department   1  have  not  seen  the 


so  fiurSttppleiiKntcil  hy  lint  ;<  fn-ctt'd  and  worked 
by  a  private  company,  but  tiiat,  where  theCJovern- 
nient  lines  were  capable  of  doing  all  the  jnivate 
bnsiiusj*  of  the  cnnnfrv  in  a  reasonable  and  satis- 
fiirtory  way,  the  Government  would  object  to  a 
private  company  coming  in,  because,  where  the 
Government  business  is  limited  in  its  amount,  it 


jM^iere  for  some  httle  time,  and  therefore  T  may    is  a  great  advantage  to  tiite  Government  to  get 

the  private  bnsint  .sa  to  Mdst  in  paying  for  uie 


^hnirler  in  the  detail,  Imt  my  imprfs.-ion  is,  that 
the  Secretary  of  State  stated  tlie  iiicta  to  tlie 
(iovemment  of  India,  and  asked  for  a  ffeneral 
opinion  as  to  the  merits  of  tlio  ]ir()])i»^al,  tmt  not 
whether  they  aavi.-L(l  that  the  arraiigcment  should 
be  carri^  out.    'I'he  question  was  put  in  such 


working  of  the  lines. 
9581.  That  is  to  say,  tibe  Oovwmment  would 

not  like  the  competition  between  thcni>--('l ves  and 
a  private  enmjiaay  ? — Not  uu  those  Una  wiiere  a 
eouipetition  would  virtually  interfere  with  their 


a  vay^as  virtualiy  to  preclude  the  Government  getting  back  some  of  the  cost  of  working  the  line 

rf  IiMlia  from  giving  an  opinion  as  to  whether  whic-h  »»therwi8e  they  must  maintain, 
tin   pniposal  was  in  itself  expedient  or  nut.       2582.  Do  you  think  that  there  is  any  feeling  of 

W  iiether  timt  was  the  intention  of  the  Seoretary  a  political  nature  in  the  mind  of  the  (rovemmcnt 

of  State  in  sending  it  out  to  India,  1  eannot  say,  of  India;  do  yon  think  that  tiiey  are  unwilhng 

liut  that  was  the  view  that  we  took  of  it  in  India,  to  part  A\  ith  tlie  power  ■which  the  sole  anlliority 


-J7tt.  In  the  papers  wiiich  have  been  laid 
before  the  Committee,  there  is  a  letter  adihessed 
hy  the  Government  of  Tn<]ia,  dated,  "  Public 
Works  Department,  Simla,  18th  June  1864,"  to 
tlie  Secretary  of  State  for  India,  in  which  the 


over  the  ti-legraph  system  placet*  in  tlieir  hjuids 
from  the  same  motives  probably  a*«  in  all  the  Con>» 
tinental  States  of  Etirope  (!»c  teh'ii-ra|)hs  are  in 
tlie  hands  of  tlie  Goverumeatii  ? — I  tihuukl  say 
yes  decidedly,  and  I  think  that  the  Government 


question  is  discussed,  with  regard  to  the  workiiig    would  not  be  in  the  least  disposed  t4i  repeal  their 


V  die  arrangements  in  the  ease  of  the  East 

India  Railway  Company  :  are  you  aware  of 
that  letter?-  Vls;  tliat  letter  was  drafted  Ity 
Die. 

2579.  Is  it  a  fact  that,  ho  far  as  your  infor- 
mation goes,  there  was  no  disinclination  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  of  India  to  allow  the 
tckgraph  company  to  work  the  wires  upon  the 
tiilways,  or  that  an  objection  was  made  by 
them  to  the  specifie'  terms  which  hud  been  snb- 
luitted  for  their  consideration  I — A  reterence  to 


the  letter  will  show  that  the  objections  of  the   ing  m  India. 


TelepTAph  Act,  and  &at  any  company  which  was 

htarted  to  work  in  India  would  havi^  to  \M>rk 
under  that  Act,  and  with  a  license  from  tht;  (  Ji>- 
vemment. 

258.3.  You  think  that  it  may  not  have  been  the 
knowledge  of  that  being  the  real  reasfm  why  the 
proposition  is  not  entertained  in  India  that  led 
Sir  Charles  Wood  to  send  a  despatch,  assigning 
his  reasons  for  not  entertaining  the  proposal?— 
No,  I  do  not  believe  that  at  all;  I  can  eay  po.-"!- 
tively,  in  this  case,  that  there  was  no  such  fecl- 


Oovemment  of  India  were  to  the  specific  terms, 
and  that  the  (mention  of  general  jtoUcv  was  not 
discussed.  I  have  no  reawm  to  think  uuAt  if  the 
^ecific  terms  had  been  satisfactory,  any  objec- 
tSsn  woold  have  been  raised  on  general  grounds 
to  die  estaUishment  of  a  company  to  work  a  tele* 
(US. 


2,'R4.  T>o  you  think  that,  as  a  matter  eimply  of 
administration,  the  Government  are  of  opinion 
that  a.<  they  have  the  Post  Office  entirely  in  their 
hands,  so  it  might  bo  desirable  to  have  the  tele- 
graph entirely  at  their  command?  — What  I 
should  say,  as  reigards  that,  is  something  of  this 
k4  sort. 


Digitized  by  Google 


1S6 


ItlKUTSS  OF  BVII>E2iC£  lAKEN  B£FOftfi  TSfi 


CqJ,  feort.  I  look  u|)on  it  tliat  (he  telegraj)!!  is  a  jmjH- 
£lraeilC;y<        necessity  for  the  Governmeiit;  that  virtually 

  the  Government  must  maintain  a  lar{»e  portion  of 

the  telegra]>h8  in  India,  for  thi.-  leii^^on.  that  no 

frivnto  company  could  work  thciu  with  advautagc. 
mean,  that  a  private  company  could  not  work 

them  for  ilie  Giivernim  nt  witli  aiita^c.  For 
lD«t«uce,  iu  tlie  case  of  flie  telegraph  to  Pesh- 
Awnr  there  would,  one  may  aay,  be  no  private 
mesjiagcrt  at  all :  and  if  a  i  i'ivate  company  were  to 
attempt  to  work  a  line  fur  the  Govcmmcnt  they 
would  charge  the  Go%'emment  a  great  deal  more 
than  the  (jlorernmcnt  would  have  to  pay  if  the 
Government  managed  it  tbemadrea,  mK»niBe  a 
private  compaii}  would  not  merely  charge  the 
actual  working  cxpeuseB,  but  they  would  cliarge 
»  handsome  amount  of  profit.  The  snine  remark 
ap]>lic»  to  a  very  larp^o  jiroportirm  of  tlie  lines  in 
India ;  and  so  far,  therefore,  1  consider  that  the 
Government  id  of  neceesity,  and  will  be  for  an 
indefinite  period  of  time,  foi-ced  to  keep  up  a  large 
telegraph  establifhment  of  its  own. 

2.5>^.j.  S|veatcing  for  yoarsclf,  an  offirer  of 
very  iax-gc  experience  iu  India^are  vouof  opiuioa 
that  it  would  not  be  desirable  to  allow  the  rail- 
wav  rninpnnics  tlic  jjowct  to  lease  to  a  eoinpany 
the  ijower  of  mure  ilic  wires  upon  their  liuc^,  ui 
to  allow  such  a  c()mi)any  the  power  of  taking  the 
M'holc  of  the  telegra{)li  service  over  from  the 
railway  companies,  managing  their  private  busi- 
ness for  them,  that  is  to  say,  tranenutting  all 
their  eervice  messagest  do  you  think  that  would 
be  a  desirable  or  an  undettrable  thing  in  the 
public  intei  T  .-t  ? — I  am  not  prcj^fflred  to  say  that  I 
see  any  jmrtictdar  objectiou  to  it. 

2586.  It  appears  from  the  accounts  before  the 
Committee,  Asliirli  come  down  to  the  end  of  the 
year  1864,  that  tlic  whole  of  the  capital  expended 
m  the  constniction  of  the  Governnient  telcgrnith 
lines  in  India,  after  taking  credit  for  i-eceipt»  by 
tike  Bale  of  unserviceable  stores  and  so  forth, 
amounf-  til  tlie  large  i^iini,  in  round  nnndiors,  of 
1,15(VH)U  /. ;  and  in  like  manner  the  cjii)ital  ex- 
pended by  railway  eonipanies  in  the  construction 
of  their  lines,  amount:*  to  nhntit  11 1,924  /. ;  it  aj)- 
poars  also,  that  the  annual  charge  of  the  working 
and  maintenance  of  those  HneB»  upon  the  average 
of  the  last  two  years  in  the  scries,  was  268,000  L 
cn  the  Government  telegraph  lines,  and  8.3,000  L 
Vpoil  Ae  raihv  iiy  lelegraj>li  lines;  that  tlio  Avliole 
of  the  receipts  on  the  Government  lines  were 
165,000  /.,  and  on  the  railway  lines  21,000  L,  and 
that  tliere  is  consequently  an  average  loss  of 
S  1,000  /.  })cr  annum  u{>on  the  Government  lineb, 
ftnd  3iO/NX>/-  upon  the  railway  linC!',  not  taking 
into  aoeouot  the  interest  upon  capital  expended ; 
does  it  not  appear  to  yon  to  be  a  wartefiii  expen- 
diture, tliat  tliofe  two  svsteniH  of  <'on)iiun)ii  ation 
should  be  kept  up,  tiic  one  as  it  were  against  the 
other,  without  any  attempt  being  made  to  bring 
tlieni  info  harmonious  working,  f^o  as  to  save  ex- 
pens  e  and  to  procure  the  greatest  amount  of  ac- 
commodation and  service  to  the  public? — My 
Srst  remark,  as  regards  that  question,  would  be 
this,  that  I  am  not  at  all  satisfied  that  the  railway 
and  Government  telegraph  lines  are  working  in 
any  sense  in  opposition  to  one  another,  and  if  that 
lie  an  admitted  ftct,  then  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
whole  case  falls  to  tlie  ground. 

2587.  Taking  the  case  of  the  communications 
between  Calcutta  and  Delhi,  I  presume  that 
there  is  a  Government  line  between  flie«e  ^^^■n 
cities;  WC  know  that  there  arc  four  wires  along 

the  xaiiways,  and  it  is  manifest  that  thoic  two 


systems  are  competing  one  with  the  other?— 
How  far  they  are  competing  will  depend  on  ciiw- 
emnstanees:  6U]i]x)Bing  we  had  two  wires,  oite 
belonging  to  the  Ka?t  India  Kailway  Coniiianv, 
ami  oue  belonging  to  the  Governnient,  it  each  of 
those  wires  is  only  doin-r  one-tliird  of  tlic  woit 
that  it  can  do,  if  you  maintain  them  both  and  work 
them  both,  I  admit  that  ihi^ru  is  com]>etition,  and 
foolish  competitiou ;  but,  supjpeiiig  that  both  of 
thoec  wires  arc  doing  as  much  as  they  can  rea- 
sonably be  expected  to  do,  I  do  not  see  that  there 
is  any  coiiipetition. 

2587*.  1)0  you  tJiink  timt  that  suppoeiition  caa 
hold  good  when  it  appears  that  there  is  a  con* 
sideraMc  loss  u]>on  both? — I  do,  for  I  think  that 
any  uiiiouiit  of  loss  is  perfectly  compatible  with 
exceeding  bad  nuuMgement. 

2588.  You  have  suggested  that  there  has  be«a 
bad  management  upon  the  Government  lines ;  do 
you  think  that  there  is  uny  bad  niana<,'enient  ia 
the  Tel^raph  department  of  the  Railway  Com- 
pames?— I  have  no  reason  in  particalsr  to  nip- 
poee  so ;  I  hclicvc  that  the  railway  telegraph 
unes  have  been  well-constructed,  and  there  is^ 
•very  reason  to  roppoae  that  they  are  properly 
worked ;  I  know  no  reason  for  supposing  that 
they  ai  c  out  projjcrly  worked. 

2589.  In  like  manner,  on  the  completion  of 
the  system  of  railwajrs  between  Btmibay  sod 
Calcutta,  the  same  thing  will  occur;  diere  will 
be  a  Gtnernmont  line  of  telegraph,  and  there 
will  be  a  system  belougiug  to  the  East  ludiou 
and  the  Great  Indian  J^emnsular  Railway  Corn- 
panic?  ;  wonld  it  not  be  a  very  great  -aving  if 
the  Government  line  between  those  two  great 
capitals  was  wiAdrawn,  an<l  the  hnsineea  left  t» 
the  railway  companies  to  canron,  or  a  company 
working  through  them? — think  it  quite  possi- 
ble that  it  might  l)e. 

2590.  In  lact,  wherever  there  is  a  railway,  iu 
that  case  it  mi§^t  be  desirable  to  withdraw  the 
Govcniinent  Fcr\ice,  pro\ided  the  Governnjcat 
have  buthcient  guarantees  ? — Yes ;  that  is  to  say,, 
whenever  there  is  in  the  nature  of  things  a  tele- 
graph line  established  which  must  be  maintained, 
uie  Government  retaining  itd  power  to  put  nn 
embai^o  upon  the  line  if,  lor  ])olitical  piu^ioses,  it 
is  neceaeaiy.  In  such  a  case,  I  am  not  prepared 
to  say  that  there  would  be  any  particular  reseon 
why  such  a  line  should  not  be  leit  in  the  hands 
of  a  private  company,  and,  as  you  my,  the 
Government  service  entirely  withdrawn  from  it 

2591.  The  Government  line  from  Hombay  to 
Calcutta  tollows,  I  suppose,  no  particular  line 
through  the  country ;  it  takes  the  shortest  way 
where  it  can ;  it  docs  not  follow  the  oonzse  of  the 
high  roads,  but  it  goes  over  the  hills  and  monn- 
tain.s,  and  tlirongli  jungle.s.  in  a  tolerably  direct 
course  between  any  two  points  which  it  does  joia 
together?— No,  I  think  not. 

2592.  Can  yon  tell  n.s  liow  it  !?  laid  unt?— 
There  arc  e.cvcrul  lines  which  couijuimicutc  bc- 
twecn  Calcutta  and  Bombay  ;  you  can  telcgrapfl 
in  various  directions,  and  the'  fnat  is,  that  this 
practically  occurs. 

2593.  I  did  not  mean  to  f^ay  that  the  line  WSS 
direct,  as  between  Bombay  and  Calcutta,  bnt  as 
between  any  two  towns  that  it  takes  in  its  couree, 
it  pursues  a  dircet  eonr^e? — In  a  general  way  the 
telegraph  follows  the  niuiu  roads. 

2594.  In  the  case  of  the  railway,  the  telegraph 
follows  the  course  of  tlie  railway? — Quite  ?o. 

2595.  Does  not  that  imply  voy  great  ihcililie- 
for  the  purpose  of  inppecti'on,  and  still  greater 

facilities 
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taiSAet  for  the  purposos  of  repair,  as  compared 
wiA  the  lines  through  the  orcniiary  conntry  ? — 

Th<;re  no  question  that  a  telegraph  line  coii- 
itruct«d  along  a  line  of  railway  is  iofimtcly 
letter  under  control  in  every  respect,  and  can  be 
Torked  much  more  cheaply. 

2596.  And  therefore  much  more  economically 
M  eupMed  with  QannamnA  lines?—  Quite 
to. 

2597.  Hoes  not  that  afford  an  additional  reason 

irhv,  in  the  case  which  1  have  before  stated  of 


olonel 


of  many  of  the  dlBtriots  from  Bombay  to  Cal-  C^..,.... 
cutta,  and  from  Madras  to  Lahore,  and  so  forth,  Strachc!/. 

tlo  you  fliink  tluit  ll,73fi  niih'S  of  telegra])!!  iin-   

plies  a  very  great  amount  of  telegraphic  commu-  8  May  i86C. 
nieation  the  country  ?— Tmt  is  rather  « 

difficult  question  t«  answer,  involving  as  it  does 
tlie  adoption  of  some  standard  by  which  to  test 
what  is  great  in  amount. 

2602.  Do  you  think  that  although  11,736  miles 
have  been  constructed,  yet  there  is  room  for  a 
considerable  increase^  as  fur  ns  the  public  wants 


towoft  being  connected  by  a  railway,  the  Govern-  are  concerned  ? — ^Yes,  I  entirely  concur  in  that 
nait  system  dioold  be  withdrawn  in  favour  of  view. 


thelincH  upon  the  railroads? — It  is  a  reason,  but 
lam  not  prepared  to  say  that  it  would  be  a  con- 
tlMtve  leaaon.  Itisareascm  wITk  h  can  be  given, 
or  one  of  the  reasons  which  can  be  given,  in 
ftvoor  of  the  Govemmcnt  dropping  the  working 
of  their  lines  under  such  circumstances.  But 
thn  Mmething  may  be  said  on  the  other  side. 
Before  accepting  any  reason  or  reasons  eoiielu> 
ave,  it  is  necessary  to  balance  all  the  reasons 
oo  one  side,  and  all  the  reasons  on  the  other. 


2603.  If  you  weri-  to  withdraw  the  Govern- 
ment wires  from  the  line  between  Calcutta  and 
Delhi,  and  Caloatta  and  Bombay,  you  would  re- 
lease about  2,n(X)  or  .3,000  miles  of  wir(;  on  the 
spot  which  would  be  serviceable  for  the  purpose 
of  construct-ng  such  new  lines  as  might  be  re-> 
quu'ed?  —  That  is  perfectly  true;  but,  at  the 
same  time  you  will  release  so  much  income  which 
would  go  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  (iO\ernnuMit 
into  the  pockets  of  the  East  Indian  and  great 


SS88.  Igniting  it  to  a  simple  comparison  of  Indian  Peninsttla  Companies. 


the  two  systems  of  coinmunicaiion  between 
towDd  united  by  a  railway,  and  u^wn  which  the 
viSmvf  comftmy  have  telegraphio  oommunica- 
tioD,  would  TOO  not  in  that  case  consider  it 
Dearly  a  conclusive  reason  ? — I  should  say,  con- 
sidering the  sort  of  position  in  wliieli  t!ie  principal 
zailways  in  India  are  placed  with  regard  to  the 
Geremment,  and  that  virtually  the  Oovemment 
islntcrestcd  in  the  i)rofit3  of  the  railway,  there  is 
M  particular  objection  to  that  sort  of  arrange- 
meat  beii^  carried  out  as  regards  Ihe  railway 
line-'. 

2.jiyy.  The  Government  has  a  direct  interest, 
have  they  not,  in  utilising  the  expenditure  upon 
the  railways? — Yes;  1  mean  that  the  Govern- 
nent  has  a  direct  neeaniary  interest  in  the 

thoroughly  ccononiica!  workinjr  of  the  railway 
m  every  department,  and  thcrclorc  that  the  finan- 


2604.  In  which  fl-r  (5ovornmcnt  have  a  direct 
interest,  inai-much  us  tlay  jjuarantce  5  per  cent, 
upon  ll  (.ir  expenditure,  and,  subject  to  their  ap- 
proval, one-half  i»f  the  surplus  over  5  per  cent, 
upon  the  railway  making  it  ? — Precisely  so. 

260o.  Sir  Charles  Jiright.~\  I  think  your  argu- 
ment is,  that  where  Government  telegraphs  are 
capable  of  ddng  the  private  business,  tncre,  and 
there  only,  the  Government  would  object  to  any 
competition? — I  would  not  say  that;  but  it  is 
rather  this,  that  the  (iovernment  must  view  their 
system  as  a  whole;  that  if.  l>y  cuttiinr-  awny  illume 
portions  of  the  sytteui  which  private  C'lHij  itiiii'S 
would  be  ready  to  work,  they  virtually  h  ive 
the  whole  burthen  of  the  working  of  tlie  tele- 
graphs in  the  unremnnerative  narts  of  the  conn- 
try  thrown  upon  their  han(N,  then,  I  thiid<,  tho 
Government  would  be  perfectly  justified  in  de- 
dal question,  as  between  the  Govci-nnicnt  main-    dining  to  give  up  the  remuneriUive  part  and 


taioing  or  abandoning  a  particular  ])ortion  of  a 
telegraph  line,  doea  not  so  much  appl^  there,  be- 
cause if  it  loses  in  one  direcUoo,  ift  will  oertaiidj 
nin  in  another ;  if  the  Government  gave  up  ito 
tnuiiicss,  the  Railway  Telegraph  Comjtany  would 
get  it.  I5ut  as  regards  other  lines,  it  appears  to 
M  that  this  is  questionable:  the  Government 
amst  look  upon  its  telegraph  business,  so  long  as 
it  maintains  it,  as  a  whole  ;  you  require  a  certain 
mperior  agency  to  dire  ei  the  whole,  and  you  will 
hive  a  oertmn  amonnt  oi  fixed  charge,  whatever 
lines  you  work ;  so  that  in  ])ro])ort:on  as  the 
Government  retains  in  its  own  hands  the  lucra- 
tive lines,  which  will  be  lines  which  are  worked 
for  commerdal  purposes,  it  will  in  reality  reduce  , 

Ae  stnln  upon  the  finances,  which  is  brought   totally  diifi»rent  affiiir.   The  Goveniment,  for 


snn])iy  have  the  unremunerative  part  forced  uptm 

them. 

2606.  I  was  not  speaking  of  giving  up,  I  was 
speakinff  of  compelitbn  only ;  I  understood  you 
to  say,  that  where  the  Gk>vemment  arc  capable 

of  doin^;  llic  pii\ate  business,  in  your  ojiinion, 
they  ought  in  such  cases  to  object  to  any  compe- 
tition ?--Quite  so. 

2607.  Is  it  your  ojiinion  that  between  Bombay 
and  Kurmchee,  l>etwccn  Boutb.ay  and  Calcutta, 
and  between  Bombay  and  Madras,  the  Govern- 


ment arc  at  present  capable  of  doin<r  the  private 
efticientlv?— I  think  they  are 


telegraphio  business 


Serfcctly  capable  of  doing  it  if  they  are  pleased  to 
0  so.   That  they  have  notpleased  to  do  so  id  a 


ihontby  tlm-e  Wv.c-^  which  are  unprodueti\c 

2600.  It  api>cars  that  at  the  end  of  the  year 
1864  there  were  of  Government  telegraph  uiies 
in  India  11,736  miles;  docs  that  mean  miles  of 
wire  or  miles  of  line? — Generally  speaking,  the 
Government  line  is  a  sin^e  wirif^  i&  some  Uni 
cues  there  would  be  two  w  even  noire  viioi. 
I  Aould  suppose  that  the  length  named  will  be 
tiie  aggregate  of  all  tlie  working  lines  ;  if  you 
draw  on  the  map  a  series  of  lines  to  show  where 
there  is  telegraphie  oonunumeation  the  aggregate 
length  of  these  lines,  irrespective  of  whether  they 
have  one  or  two  wires,  will  be  the  number  of 
miles  stated. 

^601.  CftoiraMJi.]  Looking  «t  the  gra«t  extent 


reasons  which  might  be  explained,  have  con- 
structed their  tcle;_'rnph  lines,  and  have  worked 
tliemonaveryiueiii:  i  nt  basis;  and  so  long  as  the 
Government  persists  in  doing  tliat,  I  think  that 
everybody  certainly  has  a  perfect  right  to  say 
that  they  should  not  be  allowed  to  continue  to 
work  the  telegraph  lines ;  but  to  say  that  there 
is  any  abstract  reason  why  the  Government 
should  not  construct  and  work  telegraph  lines 
efficiently  is  another  alTair,  and  my  own  belief 
is,  that  they  ere  just  as  capalilc  ot"  working 
telegraph  lines  In  India  well,  and  in  fact  more 
cajiablc,  than  any  private  company  cotiductcd 
in  England. 
2608.  tfr.  StanM/tluLl  You  aUted  that  there 
8  had 
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Colonel  ^'^"^  ^^'^^  great  cbangee  ia  the  intenuJ  maaage- 
H.  StracJn.i^.  '      of  the  telegraph, did  that  occnr  about  the  wte 

  '    of  tlio  a|ij)oiiitmcnt  of  Colnncl  Kobinson? — ^Tiat 

8  May  i866.  ^  ''^^       ^^'^^  great  changes  liad  Iieeii  luade  in 
tlie  organisation  of  the  deparlmciu  ;  Ijul  naturally 
it  will  take  some  little  time  before  tbi?  will  de- 
velop itself  in  the  iniprovod  working  of  the  liuesi. 
,  2609.  A  considcrnble  reconstruction  of  the 

lioe«  is  going  on«  ia  there  not  ?<— Yes,  and  it  has 
'  been  going  on  for  some  yean  |wst. 

2610,  JUit,  os[ie(  i:ilIy  of  late,  haa  it  been  going 
on  withiu  your  knowledge  ? — Yes  ;  and  perhaps 
the  best  way  of  explaining  the  whole  truth  aa 
regards  that  13  just  to  explain  liow  tlie  telegraph 
camo  into  existence.  It  was  started  conipara> 
tirdy  on  a  sidaII  scale,  md  the  original  linea 
were  vngle  wires,  put  tip,  as  everybody  knowi^ 
on  poets  withont  any  insulators.   So  long  as  the 

(|U;uilIlv  of  work  to  l:e  cioiic  was  very  ^mall  it 
answered  the  pui  po-c  very  wcUj  but  aa  &000  as 
business  began  to  press  it  beeame  neocssary  to 
truii>inU  ific  messages  imicli  quicki  r,  and  a  liettor 
c\&^  of  friifaallers,  ami  lint  ?  belter  inbulaled,  were 
ibund  to  be  requi>»it«\-*;  in  proportion  us  the  busi- 
nci-rt  has  increaecd,  tho  ditticulties  and  the  inefli- 
cieucy  of  the  Govcruuicat  telegraph  wystem  have 
become  more  apparent.  These  defects,  in  my 
opinion,  at  bottom  spring  from  the  want  of  proper 
eyetcm  in  the  Government  administration.  Prao 
tjcally  fiM  iLkinir,  up  to  the  present  tituf,  (lii?  has 
kept  the  progress  tif  the  department  altogether  in 
arrear.  If  a  pressmo  comes  u\ton  the  Indian 
Telegraph,  tlio  imlilic  and  o\'('rylKKly  concerned, 
and  when  I  taty  ilie  public  I  mean  everybody 
who  has  used  the  telegraph,  whether  it  has  been 
a  gorcmmeut  officer  or  anybody  else,  finds  its 
working  inefficient  and  unsatisfiustory.  At  last, 
afti  1  various  struggles,  there  has  been  tliis 
amount  of  refoim  made  of  wliich  1  speak;  but 
still,  I  confess  to  thinking  that  the  system  under 
which  till?  Governmrnt  administration  u  carried 
on  i*  radically  bad  uud  wiung,  and  that  the 
working  of  the  telegraph  is  likely  to  continue 
to  be  inefficient  until  a  change  of  system  is 
ado]»ted. 

2GH.  Vou  do  not  think  now  thsit  it  is  simply 
a  question  of  tlie  time  necessary  to  effect  altera- 
tions in  the  oi^^ization  whieh  hare  been  deter- 

it.il.'  ii]nin  ;  V'U  iliink  that  there  are  defects  in 
th«'  iM^iujizatiou  whit  h  has  been  recently  agreed 
to? — 1  fhiuk  that  ill  a  (in\  1  rnnient  institution, 
such  as  th<!  Indian  Telegra]ili.  tlie  efficlenev  of 
its  operation.-  will  essentially  dcpeoil  upon  the 
manner  in  which  the  Government  authority  is 
exercised ;  and  I  think  that  the  proaent  system 
is  in  some  esHcntial  respects  defective,  ana  Aat,' 
although  a  cet  tain  anmunt  of  alteration  and  Im- 
provcmcut  has  been  made  now,  precisely  the 
flame  causes  which  have  led  to  ihe  Government 
telcurrpli  lines  falling  into  arrcar  in  the  pupply 
of  tiie  wants  of  the  country  in  past  years,  will 
continue  to  act  in  the  future,  luueflS  thede&ela 
which  give  rise  to  tliem  are  removed. 

2012.  "What  are  those  causes  which  have  not 
been  removed? — Those  can.seri  are,  an  it  seems  to 
me,  the  wrong  s;^stem  iu  the  superior  GoTera* 
nent  administration,  wludk  ooufd  be  put  into 
half-a-dozen  words  by  saying,  that  there  is  no 
specifio  responsibility  in  any  uiembcr  of  the 
Government  to  sec  that  this  sort  of  btisinc^s  ia 
properly  carried  out.  To  iWif  I  attribute  the 
whole  of  those  defects,  and  1  believe  llutt  this 
want  of  specific  responsibility  is  an  infinitely 
siore  important  tbi^g  than  the  want  oCnualatar^ 


or  the  want  of  signallers  paid  40  rupees  a  sumtk 
instead  of  SO. 

2613.  Ts  there  not  the  responsibility  of  tlie 
Director  General  of  Telegraphs?  —  Bui  I  go 
higher  than  that.  The  executive  nutchioery  of 
the  department  has  been  inefficient,  but  I  T»iU 
suppose  that  iUl  that  is  put  right,  and  that  you 
have  a  tlioroughly  competent  executive  staff  to 
manage  the  department  Still  there  will  be  no 
proper  security  for  real  effideney,  if  it  be  tme 
that  the  way  in  which  the  Government  contrt4 
is  exercised  is  defective ;  when  you  come  actusll| 
to  get  to  the  bottom  of  the  thing  all  buigei  «• 
this.  When  anything  is  wanted,  a  report  is 
made  to  the  Government  of  India,  and  the  whole 
matter  ia  in  ^  bdide  ef  the  GnvaraoMnt  «f 
India. 

2614.  Perhaps  the  beet  question  to  put  to  you, 
would  be  what  change  in  the  organi*ati<'u  would 
you  recommend? — would  say  that  I  look  upon 
the  telegraph  adnnnistrKtieii  in  India  as  virtually 
a  jiart  of  the  Public  Works  administration.  This 
telegraph  is  in  reality  a  public  work,  and  it  re- 
quires the  same  sort  of  kiwwledge,  the  same  sort 
of  orL'anizaiiou,  and  the  same  sort  of  system,  to 
work  it,  as  any  other  public  work,  sudi  ss  a 
railway,  or  a  road,  or  a  canal,  or  wliat  not. 
For  some  reasons,  wluch  it  is  unnecessary  to 
go  into,  the  Telegraph  Departnent  is  not  under 
the  Public  Works  Department  in  India,  althout^ 
it  is  in  the  India  Office  in  Ei^land.  Praciicafly 
speaking,  both  the  Fublio  Works  Deuartment 
and  the  Tele^Taiih  Department  hnvp  'jlcu  left 
entirely  iu  the  iuiuds  of  members  ol  the  Govern- 
ment who  have  no  specific  knowledge  of  those 
subjects,  and  precisely  the  same  defects  have 
arisen  in  the  Telegraph  Department,  as  have 
arisen  in  the  Pniilie  Works  Department.  The 
defects  iu  the  Telegraph  Departmeut  have  bees 
•omewhat  more  flagrant,  perhaps,  than  those  ths* 
have  arisen  in  the  Pidjlic  Works  Depr.rttnent,  bnt 
still  they  arc  quite  of  the  same  ciuin»ctcr.  Il» 
Pulilic  Works  Department  has  been  able  to  cor- 
rect lis  defee'f  nomewhat  belter  and  earlier, 
bceau-e  the  ulHcers  who  compose  its  establisli- 
ments  have,  as  a  whole,  been  possessed  of  higher 
professional  qualifications,  have  been  more  num^ 
Tous,  and  a  better  class  of  men.  Therefore  we, 
in  the  Public  Works  Departnn  nt.  h:i\<:  been 
better  able  to  force  u^mu  the  Government,  and  I 
say  it  deliberately,  to  force  upon  the  OovenH 
ment  many  uuportant  improvements. 

2615.  If  I  get  at  the  real  pith  of  your  idea,  it 
would  be  this,  tluxt  the  Tclegrajth  Department 
should  be  made  a  subHlepartittent  of  the  Pubtie 
Works,  and  that  you  should  increase  the  respon- 
sibility and  discretion  of  the  head  of  the  Puldic 
Workis  Department? — I  would  put  it  rather  in 
this  way.  Within  the  hwt  10  years  there  has  beM 
a  great  chan;ii;e  in  the  way  in  whieh  the  Govcra- 
ment  of  India  has  been  mani^ed ;  the  business 
has  vastly  increased  in  quantity  when  compared 
to  what  it  wa.-^  before  10  years  ago;  when  liOld 
Dolhoubic  was  Governor  General,  he  used  tifr 
tually  to  manage  the  whole  buc^iness  himself,  and, 
in  my  <^tnioa,  abnost  every  great  improvement 
whidi  has  been  made  in  tiiese  hat  10  years  hsc 
originated  from  ^oniethhig  which  Tjord  l  )alboiisle 
did ;  the  business  since  then  has  so  Urgcly  in- 
creased, that  it  has  heOQBM  abaolutely  impos- 
slttle  for  any  single  man  to  cope  with  it ;  Lord 
Dalhouaio  himseSf  saw  that  thin  was  comii^ 
and,  to  my  knowledge,  he  nid  that  he  di^^|^ 
kuxm  how  hia  laacMior  HHiald  eves  get  throop 


Digitized  by  Google 


KBoar  ooHVRm  ov  ma«s  ihma  comnntzoA-TioNS. 


the  work.  The  result  has  been  that  during  the 
hst  few  yean  ^6  busineM  of  the  different  branches 
of  the  Goveramcnt  has  been  much  more  broken 
up,  and  bcparatcd,  and  placed  in  the  hands  of 
individual  members  of  the  Couucil,  th.iu  was  for- 
merly the  custom.  The  ourreut  buAae«»  of  tke 
Governmeiit  is  now  dblriliuted  among  ibe  mm- 
hen  of  thf  Governor  GeuGral'n  Council,  :ind  only 
the  most  important  matter«  become  subjects  of 
common  oonrideration.  In  some  of  the  depart- 
mcnta  mcmVier?  of  the  Council  arc  appoiutcd  ])y 
the  Secretary  of  State,  who  are  specifically  aud 

Ccm>nally  responsible  for  the  conduct  of  those 
ranches  of  the  public  boibeSK.  The  budsess  of 
the  Military  Department  w  in  the  hands  of  a 
.  selected  military  officer.  The  buaincss  of  tbc 
Financial  JDepartment  is  in  the  hands  of  a  gentle- 
nun  apeciatlj  selected  on  account  of  his  capa- 
bilities and  qualifications  in  that  respect;  and 
the  same  is  the  case  with  regard  to  the  Legts- 
htlTe  bu^ine^  of  the  Government.  And  now 
the  ftrp  Avliich  in  iny  opinion  should  be  taken«  is 
to  deal  ill  tliis  mauncr  with  the  larjje  class  of  in- 
terests which  are  called  I'liijlic  Works,  aud  to 
put^Mim  in  the  hands  of  amember  of  the  Conncil^ 
wtwshonld  be  sdeotod  w  the  best  mm  tint 
CMulrj  lie  <rot,  and  mflde  Bpecially  rcqyjnaible  that 
the  buainCBS  of  this  Department  of  the  Govem- 
nnit  of  India  sbonld  be  properly  carried  out. 

2616.  Tbroufrh  which  member  of  the  Council 
do  the  papers  of  the  Public  Worka  Department 
fm  now  f^It  is  a  matter  of  accident.  I  can  tell 
jm  mv  own  expettence.  I  became  Secretai]^  in 
tk  Public  Works  Department  just  at  tlie  tone 
that  Lonl  VA</\n  Ijecame  Govt  rnor  General.  I  do 
not  wish  in  what  I  am  saying  to  pose  any  reflec- 
tions upon  anybody.  I  am  merely  ^ying  what 
is  my  honest  belief,  and  what  T  nndprstand  to  I  r 
the  actual  fiicts  of  the  case.  When  1  first  became 
Seenterjr  tB  tiw  Pnhlio  WonkaDapvtant,  Lonl 


Elgin  to«>k  tlie  papers  hiuj^clf,  and  dispatched  the  Colonel, 
current  Public  vVorks  business  as  lonff  as  he  re-  SiraiAejf, 


I  long 

mained  at  Calcutta,  which  was  for  one  year.  Then 
he  went  to  Simla,  on  which  the  biisiucss  \vaa  di- 
vided between  himself  and  another  membcrof  the 
Conndyi,  Sir  Charles  Trevelyan.  Lord  Elgin, 
widi  whom  I  went,  took  one  half  of  the  duty, 
and  Sir  Charles  Trcvelyan.the  member  of  Council 
in  Calcutta,  took  another.  There  was  very  little 
connection  or  sympathy,  and  hardly  any  com* 
municatiou  between  them  ;  each  settled  fiis  own 
share  of  the  Public  Works  business.  On  Lord 
Elgin's  death  the  Government  was  again  yenaited 
irt  Calcutta;  Sir  Charles  Tro vely an  then gare up 
the  Public  Works  bnsiAess,  and  it  went  into  the 
hande  nf  another  member  itf  the  Cotmeil,  who 
kept  charge  of  the  department  for  three  months. 
Then  a  ehanse  in  the  constitutaon  of  the  Council 
occurrocl,  annit  was  put  into  the  hands  of  another 
eentlemnii,  who  kept  it  for  six  nionili-*;  he  only 
n.a<l  an  acting  or  temporary  appointment  iu  the 
Council,  and  at  the  end  of  six  montlis  he  left  it, 
and  then  the  Public  Works  business  came  back 
again  lo  the  member  of  the  C'onncil  who  be- 
fore had  charge  of  it,  and  he  kept  it  agiun  for  three 
BMOlhs.  Then  there  was  another  change,  and 
the  Pnblic  Works  bunineaa  once  more  went  out 
of  im  hands  into  those  of  somebody  else.  Con- 
sequently, I  say,  there  is  no  specific  or  fixed  re- 
Bpnr.'ihiiity,  at  least  nothing  which  deserves  the 
nuiii  i:  i  i'  fipccifio  responsibility  for  the  manage- 
ment of  tin.-  sort  of  business. 

26L7>  Then  is  no  otmtinaityT — ^Ko;  there  is 
no  continuity.  The  neoessaiy  result  is,  that  the 
bu.sino!-:  is  transacted  as  a  routine  business,  and 
the  only  strength  in  the  Public  Works  Depart* 
ment  is  the  setttetarj.  I  mesa  that  he  is  the 
only  man  who  gives  oootinuity  of  principle  to  the 
administration. 


8  May  1866. 


Digitized  by  Google 


110 


Tuesday,  Idth  Jl%  lfi66. 


Mr.  Ayrton. 
Sir  Charles  Bright. 
Mr.  Brooks. 
Mr.  Crawford. 
Mr.  Marab. 
Mr.  Moffat. 


Sir  Henry  BawU 
Adnairal  Seymour. 
Mr.  Stansfeld. 
Mr.  Turner. 
Mr.  Weguelin. 


BOBEJ&T  WJGBAM  CBAWFOBD,  £8Q.>  in  tun  CuxiR. 


Mr.  Jomr  Dobkiko,  called;  tmd  Exvomed. 


Mr.  f6ig.  Chai  /-man.j  You  arc  an  Accountant^  1 

J.  Dvratitf.  b«lieye,  in  the  office  of  the  East  Indian  Bulway 

„        Com  pan  y  ? — Yes. 
'^866^         26 ly.  Have  you  prepared  a.  summary  ol'  tlic 
*      dttbursement^  and  reccipta  on  account  of  the  tele- 
graphs in  India  from  the  papers  which  have  been 
Mid  before  this  Committee  ?— Yes  (deUwrin^  in 
the  same). 

2620.  What  u  the  whole  amount  expended  by 
lihe  Govenmieint  in  this  country  and  in  India  in 
the  roTi?tniption  of  their  telegTi^h  system? — 
£.1,146,861  14  ^.  3r/. 

2621.  Wliat  U  tlic  wlinlc  amount  «tpended  in 
a  eimiJar  manner  by  the  railway  companies? — 
£.411,924  12*.  8rf.,  the  two  together  making 
the  sum  of  1,558,786  /.  6  a.  1 1  d. 

2622.  What  was  the  amount  recoivcd  last 


year  by  the  Government  for  the  conveyance  d' 
ine:^.-'a<res?  —  Ou  account  of  private  mossgn 
77,644/.  IDs.  9d,f  and  «if  service  mciM^ 
12,457/.  15*. 

2623.  And  how  much  waa  received  by  the  rail- 
way companies?— On  aooount  efpiiTate  messages 
only  (service  messi^cs  not  oeing  diarged), 
13js;y  /.  6<.  3</. 

2624.  What  was  the  amount  expended  in  the 
maintenance  and  the  working  of  tlie  Goveramsat 
linea?— £.  933,463  12,f.  « 

2625.  And  by  the  railway  companies,  how 
much  ?— £.  41,86B  \%9.5d, 

2626.  Have  you  any  observation  to  make  to 
the  Committee  upon  those  returns  ? — No;  I  have 
appended  notes  in  all  cases  whott  a&y  tt|llHM- 
tion  appeared  to  be  rcq^uired. 


Colonel  BiCHABD  ^saohbt;  further  Examined. 


Colonel  2627.  Mr.  Sfans/e/d.']  Did  you  in  your  former 
R.  Struekey  examination  state  to  the  Committee  how  you 
■~~  ebtatned  your  knowledge  of  Ae  working  of  the 
tclcfrrajili  in  Tnilia,  and  up  to  what  time  it  (Tate?? 
— I  .stat(il  that  as  my  experience  in  India  had 
been  in  thf  Puhllc  Works  Department,  and  as 
the  Public  Works  Department  hns  not  the  charge 
of  the  telegraph,  therefore,  I  did  not  affect  to 
have  any  specific  knowledge  of  the  workii^  of  the 
Tdeeraph  Department. 

S6l8.  At  wnat  time  did  yon  leare  India? — 
I  left  India  at  the  enrl  of  IMan  li  Ifitlo. 

2629.  When  the  Committee  last  met, you  gave 
yowr  notion  of  some  of  the  catises  of  the  nnsatie' 
factory  management  of  the  telccrra]ihs  in  India, 
based  upon  the  construction  of  tlie  Public  De{>art- 
mont,  iipou  the  non-rcprcscntation  ultimately 
in  the  Council  of  the  Public  Works,  including 
the  telegraphs,  by  some  competent  person ; 
there  is  anotiu  r  remedy,  if  one  may  so  call  it, 
which  would  be  the  sul)8titution  of  the  action  of 
piirate  companies  instead  of  Govermental  action; 
you  entertain  opinion.?,  T  think,  upon  that  ques- 
tion?— Yes,  I  no.  As  regards  the  action  of  pri- 
vate companies  In  matters  of  thi«  soTt,  it  seems  to 
me  that  it  Is  altogether  wrong  to  assume  that  be- 
cause, in  any  particular  portion  of  the  adminis- 
tration, the  action  of  the  Government  becomes 
nosatasfactoiryt  tlterefore  the  proper  ronedy  is  to 


introduce  a  private  company  to  carry  out  the 
dn^.  There  is  no  doubly  however,  that  there  is 
a  sort  of  vague  impressioo  that  tins  in  many  esses 

is  the  prnjii  r  way  to  dis])Ose  of  difficulties;  and 
it  is  assumed  generally  tiiat  Government  is  mca- 
pable  of  managing  that  sort  of  business,  which 
commnnTv  is  carried  out  by  a  private  company. 
This  seems  to  uic  an  altogether  erroneous  idea, 
and  an  enoneous  wav  of  looking  at  the  general 
question.  W^bat  I  uionld  say  is,  that  the^^per 
limit  for  the  action  of  GoTcmment  in  adnnni8tni> 
tivc  matterf*  Is  that  the  Government,  ■\vhlcli  is  In 
reality  the  executive  of  the  State  as  a  whole, 
sboola  raerelv-  concern  itself  with  those  matters 
which  arc  of  fjeneral  interest,  as  distinguished 
from  those  \vluch  ore  of  individual  or  local  in- 
terest ;  and  that  whctt  penwoal  and  local  interests 
are  found  to  \n\  no  more  than  portions  or  elements 
of  what  in  fact  is  eoinc  large  and  general  interest, 
it  becomes  not  only  the  right  but  the  duty  of  the 
central  administrative  bo^j  the  Government,  to 
intervene  in  the  manaeement  of  the  interest* 
wliatevcr  It  may  be.  Therefore,  in  considering 
whether  the  pro£>er  remedy  for  the  defective 
management  of  such  a  matter  as  Ae  telegraph  ia 
India  is  Intrusting  it  tn  n  private  company,  or  a 
system  of  private  companies,  I  should  first  aak, 
is  this  a  thing  which  in  itself  should  be,  or  may 
be,  properly  oaxried  out  by  the  Qovemment  or 
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not?  Mj  own  impression,  as  regards  the  tele- 

tyrapH-'  in  Tmlia,  is  that  the  utility  of  tlicin  is  eo 
gCQcral  iiud  so  widely  diffused  that  iLey  cou&ti- 
tote  what  is  essentially  a  public  interest,  and  an 
inienst  wiiich  is  better  in  the  hands  of  the  Go- 
Temment  than  of  a  private  company.  Virtually, 
the  .^|iritiLX  t>{  action  of  a  ]irivatc  company  is  pri- 
vate gain ;  the  sprin<;  of  action,  on  the  part  of  the 
Gofemment,  is  public  spirit,  or  the  denre  to  serve 
t^ir  puWie  e()iiv(Miiouce ;  and,  where  tlic  ohject  in 
view  is  essentially  and  directly  the  public  conve- 
nience, I  ttunk  thftt  the  end  will  be  better  attained] 
by  Government  action  than  by  tlic  action  of 
private  persons.  Of  c<iur8e,  in  saying  tliis  I  as- 
some  that  the  Government  will  tatu  llio-i'  steps 
vlnck  are  beet  suited  for  carryiiifl  out  the  object. 
Wbera  a  GoTemment,  from  wliineTer  eame,  vir- 
tually tuts  itsi'Ifoff  from  adoptiniLr  that  which  is 
obwudy  the  proper  course  in  managing  such 
businr^,  ite  position  becomes  tmtenable,  aim  then 
uri(k'ii'itcdly  the  proi)cr  thlntr  is  to  pet  the  action 
of  muh  a  body  as  will,  under  those  circumstances, 
l>e  the  be«t  for  oarrying  out  the  object. 

2$30.  Ton  would  liken  the  telegraph  system 
i»  Ae  post  office  system,  would  you  not  very 
aiuch,  as  rcganls  the  (iovernment  nmnagtment  V 
—I'm,  to  a  great  extent.  As  to  the  detailed 
tfttna  ef  management,  of  «oiir8e  that  is  a  di& 
ferent  thing ;  but,  as  to  the  scope  of  the  duties 
to  be  performed,  it  seems  to  me  that  just  in  the 
tame  way  as  the  post  office  is  intended  f<<r  the 
de;p«tch  and  delivery  of  letters  for  every  indi- 
«dual  of  the  community,  so  a  telegraph  system, 
on  a  CDroprehcnsive  ba^is,  would  be  intended  for 
the  receipt,  the  despatch,  and  the  delivery  of 
telejn^ph  messages  for  whole  oomnranity,  in 
a  manner  precisely  analogous.  I  rcnlly  f-cc  no 
reason  at  all  why  the  managemeut  of  the  one  Is 
at  all  luorc  ineompatiUe  with  the  proper  functions 
of  the  GoTMnment  than  the  management  of  the 
other. 

263L  Do  Jtm  suppose  that  the  formation  of  K 
ptirate  company  to  undertake  a  telegraph  Rystem 
m  India  vould  be  possible,  fust,  without  a  gna- 

rantet,  and,  secondly,  without  a  considcruhlc 
amonnt  of  Government  interference  ? — I  entirely 
iOabelieve  it;  I  feel  perfectly  satisfied  from  the 
whole  course  of  my  experience,  which  has  been 
tolerably  long  in  India,  thiit  to  far  from  there 
being  any  tendency  to  the  development  of  private 
oompanics  working  without  Government  assist- 
■nce,  it  is  exactly  the  reverse ;  and  every  day 
that  we  live,  it  becomes  more  difficidt  to  accom- 
plish that.  Formerly  there  was  some  sort  of  an 
attempt  made  to  get  up  companies  for  ohfeets 
«uch  as  these,  without  Govcnunent  assistance, 
but  now  jiubody  will  even  look  at  them  on  such 
abasw.  Nobody  knows  better  than  the  Honour- 
able Member  himself  the  sort  of  position  in  which 
the  cousiruclion  of  great  public  works  in  India 
now  stands,  and  that  the  gi'cat  ditticidty  is  to 
find  the  money.  On  the  one  hand,  the  Govern- 
loent  finds  a  diffiealty  in  providing  the  money; 
and,  Oil  tlie  otlier  hand,  it  is  ael>.now1edfrc(l  that 
it  is  nut  merely  a  ditficulty,  but  an  impossibility 
to  get  private  individuals  to  subscribe  their  money 
on  the  chatice  of  obtaining  sufficiently  remunera- 
tive returns,  from  ubjecta  to  be  carried  out  under 
•  paid  agency  at  the  oth«r  end  of  iJie  world. 

Therefore  the  operation  and  manage- 
■•Wit  of  such  a  company  would  still  be  very 
tnucli  dcjicndcnt  upon  t!ie  executive  management 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  i'—l  am  entirelv 
of  that  opinion;  I  tibiidc  tint,  to  begin  tnth  m 
043. 


15  May 


the  preliminary  negotiatioos  whidi  wonld  he  CeloiMi 

necessary  to  detenuine  the  precise  nniotmt  of  the  IL  AMndUyi 
financial  assistance  which  the  Government  was  to 
give  to  the  company,  would  require  special  care, 
special  knowledge,  and  special  talent,  on  the  part 
of  the  Government,  in  arranging  the  matter 
jirciperly.  1  can  say  that,  in  every  single  case 
which  has  aritm^n  in  which  any  company  has  come 
forward  proposing  to  do  anything  in  the  shape  of 
a  public  wr>rk  in  India,  there  has  ahsays  been 
the  greatest  ditticulty  in  arriving  at  a  conclusion 
on  these  matters;  and  I  feel  (julic  satisfied 
that  at  the  bolt-im  of  that  difficulty  has  been 
what  1  have  8iK)ken  of  ulieady,  namely,  the  want 
of  any  tangible  and  specific  head,  the  want  of  a 
point  to  which  the  promoters  of  such  schemes  caa 
go  to  get  a  praodcil  and  definite  wpreaaion  of 
what  U  really  the  intmtion  and  the  poUey  of  thtt 
Government. 

2088.  With  regard  to  aetual  executive  local 
mnnatrcmcnt,  would  a  eompanv  have  any,  ;vnd 
what,  atlvantagti*  over  tlie  Govemmenti' — I 
should  hay  that,  bo  far  from  having  advantages,  they 
would  have  disadvantages.  It  seems  to  me  that  a 
company  established  in  England  to  work  such  an 
attair  as  a  telegraph  in  India  must  obviousily 
depend  for  everything  that  it  did  precisely  on 
the  same  elass  of  agents  that  die  Government 
would  depend  up<  n  ;  that  is  to  say,  paid  agents. 
The  paid  ajieut-  of  a  companjr  are  in  no  respect 
taken  from  a  Ix  tter  class  of  men  than  the  paid 
agenti*  of  the  (iuvemment,  arul  in  mmiy  respects 
the  Government  has  greater  facilities  in  L'cfting 
able  and  capable  men  for  its  work  th;!ii  a  com- 
pany. There  are  many  advantages  on  the  side 
of  the  Government,  such  as  permanonee  of 
■-ervice,  pen.-ions,  iind  various  other  things. 
j?'urther,  as  regaitL-i  the  supervision  of  the  ad- 
minixtration,  provided  of  course  that  there  be  a 
satisfactory  and  efficient  Government  Fvstetn.  the 
check  u|jon  the  a<jency  would  be  much  more 
cloBe  if  maintained  by  the  Government  in  India 
than  if  maintained  by  a  BoMd  of  Direotots  from 
England. 

"2634.  Al  l  u  yourself  see  no  practical  im- 
l^ossibility  in  uirangement}  which  snould  result 
m  a  perfectly  efficient  Government  management? 
— What  I  sfin\iM  say  is,  that  I  see  no  reason 
whatever  lor  eU[)po£*ing  that,  imder  a  proper 
system,  the  Government  management  should  be 
anything  else  than  better  tlian  the  management 
of  a  j)nvate  company.  I  am  not  one  of  those 
who  think  that  tlie  management  of  private  com- 
uanies  is  commonly  very  eOicieat.  1  think  if  we 
look  to  the  actual  facts  of  the  mam^ement  of  the 
great  companies  which  now  exist  in  India  fer  fhe 
carrying  mtt  of  public  works,  that  nobody  would 
say  that  their  management  has  been  particularly 
brUliant.  It  has,  con^-idei-ing  the  whole  of  the 
circumotauccd,  been  fair;  fur  they  ha\e  worketl 
under  very  gront  difficulties,  of  which  some  of  the 

Seatest  have  arisen  from  the  very  conditions  of 
eir  existence.  On  the  whole,  indeed,  making 
due  allowance  for  the  ]>osltion  of  these  com|)anics, 
and  looking  at  the  powers  and  capacities  oi'  Jiuman 
beings,  as  they  are  in  tui^  1  daresay  that  the 
management  has  been  as  ^wd  as  might  have  been 
expected  from  them. 

2635.  Chairman.l^  Doos  jwa  objection  go  to 
the  length  of  prohibiting  a  concurrent  action  on 
the  part  of  the  r^lway  companies  with  the  Go- 
vernment in  the  transmission  of  messages  for  the 
public  ? — Kot  at  alL  I  do  not  wkh  to  bo  mis- 
imdentood  to  the  evtent  d  saying  that  I  am  at 
•  8  aU 
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Colonel     all  opposed  to  the  actiou  of  iJiivate  companico  in 
Strae/iejf.  India ;  I  think  that  under  many  circumstancee 
^      the  action  of  prirate  companies  in  these  wrt  of 
*^^y     mattew wouldiw exceedingly  usefd. 
1806.         2636.  Arc  the  Committtee  to  uiulcretand  you 
to  Bttv  tliat,  reaaouiug  from  your  experience  in 
analogous  cMeB*  the  capital  could  not  be  pro- 
Yl<le(l  for  any  enterprise  of  this  in  India 

without  the  assistance  of  Goveruuieut  in  the 
form  of  a  enbsidy  or  guarantee  of  some  kind  ? — I 
thiuk  that  it  alinoet  Moounte  to  that ;  at  least,  I 
do  not  know  of  any  way  in  which  the  Gorcrn- 
ment  a^.-l.-^tanco  ciuilil  Li.'  given  which  wouLl  in- 
duce capital  to  go  to  India  except  as  a  definite 
enbsidy  or  a  definite  gnamniee. 

2G.j7.  Yon  arc  not  of  ojiinion,  I  presume,  that 
the  capital  lor  the  purpose  would  be  found  in 
India  ? — Xo,  it  is  notoriooa  diat  it  would  not  be. 

2638.  Yi»u  arc  aware,  arc  you  not,  tlv.it  in  the 
case  of  the  Indian  railways,  not  more  lluiu  one  or 
Uvo  per  cent,  of  the  whole  capital  has  been  found 
by  the  Indian  public? — Yea,  I  am  quite  aware 
of  that 

2n;)n.  Yon  my  that  the  public  conveniciKc 
which  the  Guvernuient  recognises  in  all  the«e 
things  is  tiuperior  in  its  operation  to  the  private 
interest  of  individuals,  fu-  dfany  company,  looking 
to  gain  as  the  result ;  is  that  your  view  ? — Yes, 
I  said  something  of  that  sort. 

2640.  Do  not  you  think  that  private  enerjry  is 
likely  to  accom])lieh  a  great  deal  that  a  j^ox  ern- 
iiu  nt.il  department,  which  is  rest)  "u'ted  by  fonns 
and  various  other  tbiugs,  is  not  likely  to  accom- 
pHsh?— My  reply  to  tiiat  would  be>  that  I  do 
not  sec  why  individual  j^cixjiial  energy  should 
not  exist  and  operate  as  well  under  a  govern- 
ment as  under  a  oompany. 

264 1 .  Is  there  any  stronger  motive  than  private 
interests  for  the  accomplish) iKiit  of  such  ends  as 
the  telegraph  service  iiniilif- ? — Of  course  there 
isi  and  no  doubt  the  motives  of  persons  who 
originate  a  comjiany  to  carry  out  any  public  ob- 
ject may  Uc  (|uite  as  public  spirited  a.-^  tne  inufivc-i 
of  the  members  of  a  governrncnf  wlio  initiaie  a 
like  object.  I  admit  entirely  tliat  in  tlic  starting 
of  any  (tpcrafion,  whatever  it  l>r,  jmhlic  t^jiirit 
may  play  an  important  part  in  the  working  of  u 
company,  l)ut  I  exceedingly  doubt  whether  those 
public  spirited  motives  pi-actioally  continue  to 
auimate  any  company,  for  any  length  of  time,  and* 
I  feel  certain,  tlmt  Lefore  \angf  they  become  very 
secondary  in  their  power. 

2642.  If  the  motives  are  not  public  spirited 
they  are  private  spirited,  and  would  have  as  good 
(Ui  eflect  m  piuuioting  a  good  and  efficient  ser\'ice, 
would  they  not  ? — To  a  certwn  extent  I  8uppo«»e 
it  is  true  that  the  induoemente  of  private  interest 
will  continue  to  stimulate  a  company  to  look  after 
their  own  afiuiis,  as  conipletely  as  the  operation 
of  public  spii'it  will  stimulate  the  members  of  a 
Gdremment  to  look  after  the  affidrs  of  tiie  com— 
munity.  Practically,  however,  any  t-uch  com- 
pany will  lia\e  a  complete  monopoly,  and  the 
cheek  on  tlu  ir  proceedings,  derived  from  tlie  fear 
of  comiK'tition,  will  be  quite  absent,  eapccinlly  if 
they  work  under  a  Government  guarantee  in  au^ 
shape.  But  I  woidd  also  say,  as  regards  this 
point,  that  1  cannot  admit  or  understand  that 
there  is  any  more  reason  why  the  Government, 
when  it  Is  once  tlioroufilily  uwaki  ncd  to  the  nooct^ 
sity  of  any  particular  course  of  action,  should 
be  sus[>ected,  either  of  inlentiaiiallT  or  acci- 
dentally neirlccting  such  interests  a«i  t\\me  which 
are  involved  in  the  ooaatruotion  and  mainte- 
nynce  of  a  telegraph,  any  more  than  they  should 


be  suspected  of  neglecting  the  administration  of 
justice  or  the  defence  of  the  coon  try.  I  can  aee 
dbiolutely  no  diBtinotion  between  these  cases,  m 
Ike  as  eoooeniB  the  seenrity  wlrieh  the  eomiBa' 

nity  liiw  that  the  Government  will  properly  per- 
form its  duty.  In  all  matters  of  public  interest 
whatever  their  nature,  it  is  what  wc  call  poblie 
spirit  which  induces  the  mcmVicrB  of  a  (jovcrn- 
mcnt  to  continue  their  action,  and  it  can  be  thcii 
only  motive. 

2643.  You  rather  set  public  apint,  in  thit 
sense,  above  tlie  motive  of  private  interest?— 
"Whore  tlie  object  in  view  in  essentially  niu-  in 
which  the  public  as  a  whole  is  more  strongly  in- 
tereked  than  the  indiridoals,  or  any  section  of 
individuals,  I  think  that  what  I  have  l  alkil  [mhWc. 
spirit  is  a  motive  better  likely  to  pnHlnce  good 
results  than  private  interest. 

2ft  54.  Sii])[)<>sinfr  a  company  to  be  formed  with 
a  Buflicieul  comiuaud  of  money,  do  Ton  not  think 
that  that  company  would  have  a  stronger  mot  i  \  c  in 
laying  the  money  out  to  advantage  in  sen  iug  the 
public  oonvenienoe  to  At  utmost  of  its  powen>  •> 
coinpared  with  flic  Gnvernincut  which  is  restricteJ 
by  forms  and  by  the  necessity  of  going  on  every 
oooaeion  to  a  higher  authority  for  the  sanctim  « 
expenditare,  and  so  forth?— I  tlo  not  tliink  that 
the  advantage  which  you  refer  to,  ariaiiig  lium 
the  greater  freedom  of  action  in  a  WMnpony,  c«n 
be  fairly  claimed,  and  for  this  reason.  You  ie£ir 
to  the  action  of  a  company,  which  is  indepeadent, 
wliicL  is  a  self-constituted  iiody,  which,  if  it  n- 
i^uires  money,  raises  money  itself,  which  speadis 
money  on  it  own  authority*  and  is  the  final  judge 
of  all  its  own  actions;  whUe  you  virtually  limit 
ine  by  your  comparison  to  a  government  which 
is  deWrrcil  tVom  nusing  money,  and  wldch  is 
debarred  from  doinjj  many  of  these  sort  of  things 
which  in  the  very  nature  of  the  case  are  done, 
and  done  as  a  matter  of  course,  by  a  ccnnpany. 
If  you  de  facto  cut  off  from  a  governmcot  the 
power  (never  mind  how  die  power  arises,  or  Ihw 
that  cutting  off"  of  the  power  arises)  of  raisins; 
needful  money,  and  of  spending  it  as  it  is  re- 
quired, I  admit  that  a  govertinicnt,  under  these 
circumstances,  is  entirely  unfit  lor  such  enter- 
prises as  those  of  which  we  are  speaking.  If  in 
the  nature  of  things  a  govemnu  ut  is  so  consti- 
tuted, and  must  be  so  constituted,  that  it  irill 
not  act  in  the  way  you  suppose  the  company  wiO 
act,  that  is  to  sav,  will  not  allow  money  to  I1C 

Spent  when  it  should  be  spent,  then  i  adout  that 
such  A  government  b  not  fit  to  carry  out  iJieM 

sort  of  v.Tirl-:':. 

2645.  iJo  you  tliink  that  the  analogy  of  the 
Post  Office  ia  an  analogy  good  for  the  preheat 
discussion  ? — I  merely  mean  that  the  Post  Office 
is  an  analogy  as  regards  the  class  of  interest  wh&A 
a  (io\crunicut  can  proi>erly  and  successfully 
manage,  not  as  r^jurds  the  system  of  adniinistxa> 
tion,  which  ie  a  totally  different  thing. 

2646.  Take,  for  inHtancc,  the  delivery  of  nic?- 
sagcs  from  a  telegraph  office  as  compared  wUii 
Ihm  defivery  of  letters  by  the  post,  which  are 
fcnt  out  at  cprtain  8t<akcd  intervals.  The  whole  of 
the  value  ul'  a  mewiage  cuusit:td  in  its  immediate 
delivery,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  in  giving  the 
receiver  of  the  message  ^e  priority  of  inteUi> 
gcnce ;  do  you  think  that  there  would  b«  Alt 
constant  attention  on  the  jmrt  of  a  Governmeat 
department  to  the  sending  out  of  messages  the 
moment  they  are  received  wkadi  yon  would  find 
in  llie  case  of  a  jirivatc  company? — T  .=ihotUd  say 
that  there  is  quite  as  much  reason  for  supposing 
that  a  Government  department  would  do  the 

whole 
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fliolc  of  the  telegraph  busincas  as  well,  under 
poper  management,  as  any  private  company.  1 
iffoil  to  Uie  actual  worlauj;  of  our  Port  Office 
u  Eii|;laadt  to  show  the  wondortul  way  in 
fiieh  immt  exMediugly  lar^c  variety  of  privtte 
intere^ti'isrf  Lrardcd  and  attended  to  l)y  a  Govcrn- 
Mtt  uumageuieut.  The  Fequirements  ot  the 
IM  Office  wrvlce  in  respect  to  ponctunlity, 
ptmptltudc,  and  good  order,  seem  to  me  fully  n.s 

Scata-s  if  not  j^reater  and  more  difficult  to  meet 
in,  the  like  rcquirementw  of  a  telegraph  service. 
Mr.  JUanh.}  How  ia  it  tbat  thoie  tele- 
gnpb  m  Indk  do  not  repay  the  Governmeiit 
tie  expense  wliidi  flioy  l;iM  uut  upon  them;  how 
ii  it  tluit)  if  it  h  merclj  good  uuuutgement  that  is 
Aey  will  not  pay  m  well  ae  Aejr  doin  » 
tHiily  iv-iilcd  ffuintry  liko  AuMnillii?  -The 
r«i^>n  wiiv  they  have  nut  ropaid  tiieiuselves  is, 
tkt  tlie  onai^ges  that  the  Government  have  made 
hsTC  bce^i  a  great  deal  too  low  ;  and  one  of  the 
obvious  dffeeta  of  the  working  of  the  system  hue 
been,  that  til ;^  Govcniinent  from  time  to  time  has 
not  tiJcfiii  the  necee'iiary  ateps  to  «««  that  tlie 
dngff  for  messages  were  oonomeiuiinite  witli 
!  iwpcn  jf.--  of  the  wf'rkiiiix. 
.Ml.  A^rton.'}  You  mentioned  tliat  iu 
(  taUruhinent  cf  telegraphs  in  India, 


the  teleffra|d^  in  Ktuope,  and  kid 
telegraph  in  the  most  nnsatidactory 


tke  fir^ 

tLey  wi-.'t;  laid  <li>\vn  upon  an  crononiical  .'V^tPiii ; 
»ft  v*;u  aware  wlictlier  tlwj  officer  ot'  the  Govern- 
ment deliberately  set  himself  against  the  expe- 
iksee  of  the  ' 
Am  the 

and  insuffir'ipnt  inaiiiur? — T  liclicve  the  fact 
reticr  wad  limt  when  the  telegrajjhs  were  tirst 
ilart<n]  in  India,  there  was  a  generiil  ifjiioninee 
on  the  .subject  ]h,w  li  lvL.'-taph  lines  .-ii"  ild  he. 
p  up:  Sir  Williiuu  0'i?haughnce«y  had  his  own 
ide«  ufwa  the  subject,  and  lii*  ideas  were  tiiat 
ik  thiag  mi^t  be  done  very  aimplv.  nii<1  econo- 
■itsdly,  and  it  was  ou  that  basis  that  iLc  lines 
IfR-i;  ai  tr.ully  carried  out. 

264».  Wad  not  it  the  fact  that  he  i^et  up  the 
fenenl  ignomnee  of  hinuetf  and  other  peo^e 

in  TiiHii  an;alii?{  the  general  knowledge  which 
existed  iu  England,  and  that  in  c«msequence  of 
dtet  tbe  whole  thing  miscarried  ?—T  am  not  hi 
tpwltiuu  to  any  anything  about  that. 

26oO.  Still  it  was  set  up  in  a  manner  in  defi- 
acce  of  the  scientific  aad  kltelligcnt  opinion  of 
£a|taiKk,  and  of  Europe,  wis  it  not?— XOtt  can 
pot  it  dnt  way  if  yon  please. 

2651.  I'ructicully  it  was  so;  it  wan  n<it  in  ac- 
eonkuce  with  the  then  existing  scientific  know- 
Wge  and  experience  of  England  and  of  Europe? 
-1  will  admit  that  Sir  ■William  O'ShaiiLcliinv^sy 
«ii«i  not  accept  the  autliority  of  tbe  st  ieutiiic 
people  in  England. 

Tliat  is  to  say,  he  set  up  his  own  opinion, 
•■3  the  Government  allowed  him  to  do  it ;  did 
not  the  CTOvcrmnent  al^o  depart  from  the  reco^- 
sii^  lioes  of  ceoBUUuoation,  in  setting  up  their 
<dcgni{^,  BO  that  when  ibe  railways  would  he 
'Completed,  instead  of  the  tclc^'raplis  bf^Inii;  on  the 
of  railway,  the  great  hi<Tliwuys  ot"  c -ommu- 
nwation,  they  would  be  on  different  lines  of  com- 
nuaicjition? — I  tan-v  that  all  tbat  is  to  be  .<aid 
**prJing  that  i:^,  that  the  Government  wanted 
tltt  telegraph  at  once,  and  that  it  was  tfnxte  oer- 
(MB  that  the  rMfar^B.  womld  take  mmj  vtan 
ttMBplcte  ;  and  in  some  mstanoes  the  rtnlwayv 
laid  out  in  such  a  manner  that  it  would  not 
iarebccn  useful  tor  Qovenunent  purposes  to  have 
Mowed  the  lines  e£  tailwrnr  in  laying  owt  tike 
Itlegraph  line;*.  On  the  whole,  T  have  no  rea^ 
*a  to  suppose  that  the  er^;inai  telegraph  liase 


were  laid  out  (ithcrwisc  than  waa  proper  imder 
the  circumstances  then  existing. 

26^  But  still,  at  the  time  Ihej  were  laid 
down«  wero  not  the  general  or  main  lines  of  rail> 
way  oommunieation  pretty  wett  indicated  and 
settled? — I  cannot  nn-.vcr  that  queslion. 

2654.  Are  you  aware  tbat  the  telegrajihe  in 
India  are  not  laid  by  the  nde  of  the  hij^waye  aa 
in  tills  rnnntrv,  but  that  tliey  arc  laid  off  the 
highway ><,  and  iu  the  jungle  in  many  places':' — In 
some  places  this  «ccur!<,  in  order  to  cut  oiF angles; 
hut  certainly  it  is  not  the  case  as  a  rule. 

26.'5.'5.  Do  not  you  think  that  there  is  a  groat 
difference  between  a  company  undertaking  a 
project  for  thejpurposes  of  profit,  and  a  Grivt  rn- 
ment  undertakmo^  it  without  any -riew  <  t  i  n.fit, 
a' fl  tbat  that  difTorciu  i  of  principle  intei tVres 
very  imich  with  the  general  conduct  of  an  under- 
taking; or  do  you  consider  that  the  Government 
undertakes  a  project  like  the  telegraphs  in  India 
for  the  purposes  of  profit  or  loss,  or  with  some 
idea  or  sense  of  public  interest? — As  far  as  I 
understand  the  meaDing  of  the  word  Govern- 
ment, it  is  the  execntive  body  which  fooks  after 
the  interests  of  tlic  State,  or  t'.ic  cornnninby  as  a 
whole ;  and  1  see  no  reason  why  a  Government 
shall  not  be  able  to  eondnet  business  connected 
witb  a  9yi?lem  of  telegraph?,  a"  well  as  that  which 
relates  to  any  other  ))iddie  want  or  interest.  The 
primary  object  of  the  Government,  no  doubt,  in 
starting  the  telegraphs  in  India  was  their  own 
political  advantage :  but  of  conrse  ther  were 
aware  that,  if  a  telegraph  system  was  est.ihlished, 
private  interests  also  would  be  benefited. 

2656-7.  Is  not  the  difference  between  aeompnn  y 
undertaking  a  project  of  that  .-rat  anrl  tbe  (invenj- 
ment,  that  the  company  undertakes  it  with  a  re- 
ference to  the  profit  or  loss  of  that  particular  pny^ 
ject,  whereas  the  Government  have  no  such 
object  iu  view? — Quite  so:  that  is  one  of  the  im- 
portant differences. 

2&5$,  Is  not  that  a  difference  which  pervade* 
and  permeates  tbe  whole  administration  of  a  Sys- 
tem, wlietbcr  you  are  loobiuf:'  at  the  ])rofit  and  loss 
of  a  particular  prtgect,  or  whether  you  are  carry- 
ing it  on  with  some  general  ideas  of  the  public 
conveuir  nee?— My  answer  to  that  would  bo,  that 
supjM>siiii;  tlierc  was  only  one  fraction  of  ielegi"aph 
line  to  lie  made,  as  between  Bombay  and  ^u^le 
important  place,  we  will  say  20  miles  oft^  then  I 
think  the  probabiUty  is,  that  the  people  artntlly 
pcr.'^onally  interested  in  tbat  [iartleular  pr.rtion 
of  the  telegraph  would  manage  it  better  than  tbe 
Government  wonld  miinage  it;  hot  that  when 
vou  come  to  extend  tbe  system  of  telegraph:'  over 
tbe  vvliole  face  of  tiie  country  the  case  i^  <(iiite 
changed.  Virtually,  in  the  very  nature  of  thingSj 
the  intereeta  of  the  whole  body  jwlitic  arc  in- 
volved in  the  proper  working  of  the  whole  system 
of  telegraphs,  and  the  separate  iuftrestd  of  the 
several  isolated  localities  become  merged  in,  and 
subordinate  to,  the  oommon  interest  of  the  whole 
country ;  and  under  tbo?e  circnmstanccs.  \:hcn 
the  general  interests  bejgin  to  predominate,  then 
it  beeones  proper  for  the  Government  to  inter- 
vene and  to  act.  It  would  be  impos.silile  to  work 
a  general  system  of  telegraphs  ovur  a  country, 
•■dl  as  India,  in  a  satisfactory  way,  without 
likonnigh  oo-ordinatton  of  all  the  oarts  of  it.  It 
18  a  very  diflenit  question,  no  douot,  to  draw  the 
line  at  tbe  precise  point  where  the  private  in- 
terests cease,  and  the  j[»ttblie  interests  commence 
-to  predominafte ;  I  quite  admif  that.  But  it  is 
by  no  means  difficult  to  say,  at  any  ^ven  time, 
that  in  this  particular  respect  the  pubbo  interests 
8  4  now 
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F.  Strachejf. 
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Colonel    now  prevail  over  the  separate  pih  ate  intprMta, 
JR.  Slraehejf.  and  that  the  time  for  Govermiieut  action  has 
therefore  arrived. 

26f>9.  Do  you  not  thhik  tlmt  llic  Guvornmcnt 
undertaking  the  tclegrapiia  witli  what  yoa  have 
described  as  political  motives,  tliey  consider  tliat 
the  politieal  interest  i«  that  of  their  own  conveni' 
ence  as  memhen  of  the  Goiyemmeat  carrying  on 
jiu1)l!c  nfTiurs  nncl  correepcmdciico,  and  that  that 
in  ih'iir  measure  of  political  interest  ? — I  presume 
that  that  vfta  the  thing  which  ori<rinal]y  induced 
llieni  to  adopt  the  constniction  of  tflepj^nijihs. 

2660.  Does  not  that  tciul  to  excludt;  ilie  eon- 
eideration  of  the  interests  of  individuals,  the  SUm 
of  which  oonstitutwl  what  may  be  called  the  com- 
mercial interest? — As  I  have  already  endea- 
voured to  point  out,  so  long  as  you  do  not  take 
security  mat  the  Government  shall  view  the 
whole  of  the  |mh)io  Interepts  ]>roperly,  and  regard 
the  whole  of  ihera  proi>erly,  tlicii,  I  will  lulmit 
fully  that  there  is  danger  that  liie  <  icvcrnment  is 
taking  up  a  duty  which  it  gh<>iiU]  not  take  Up; 
but  if  that  eeciuity  lie  taken,  which  I  believe  can 
easily  he  taken,  by  piupurly  uigaiiisiug  tlic  adnil- 
niotration,  then  there  is  iibsulutely  no  reason  why 
Uie  GoTemment  should  not  look  after  those 
general  interests,  or  if  you  ])leaee  to  call  them 
comiucreial  interest?,  invoheil  in  the  efficient 
working  of  the  telegraph  uyttcni,  just  ns  well  as 
it  looks  after  those  general  and  commercial  in- 
terests which  are  involved  in  the  administrati  ai 
of  justice,  in  the  proper  regulation  of  police, 
in  the  defeucc  of  the  country,  or  in  the  pro|>er 
arrangement  of  finances,  and  eu  fui-th,  in  respect 
to  -which  every  one  is  perfectly  ready  to  trust  to 
a  Government. 

2661.  If  the  Government  only  exists  for  the 
benefit  of  indiTiduals  of  the  community}  ought 
n  t  the  iiitciesf  of  individuals  of  the  comnnmity, 
which  wfc  will  call  the  commerciul  interest,  to  take 
|nreeedencc  of  that  of  the  Gov<>rnuttiut,  ami  the 
lutercet  of  the  Govenimeut  to  he  only  ancillary 
to  the  general  interests  of  the  people? — That 
comes  simply  to  inquiring,  when  the  two  iu- 
terosts  are  oonflictiag,  vrhich  for  the  moment  is 
the  most  important ;  and  that  is  a  question  wUck 
must  depend  upon  tiie  particular  facts  at  the  par- 
ticular time. 

2662.  Is  not  the  advantage  therefore  of  a  com- 
pany this,  that  a  coniimiiy  apiilics  itself  im- 
mediately and  directly  to  tlie  snurces  of  profit, 
namely,  the  interests  of  each  individual  member 
of  the  communist  to  make  the  undertaking  eub- 
Rervient  to  that,  and  to  get  the  largest  amount  of 
pr<;ifit ;  is  not  that  one  of  tlie  c;reat  a<lvaiitaiies  (if 
a  company  Y — Ho  doubt  that  is  the  advantage  of 
a  oompany. 

2003.  Is  not  that  an  advantage  which  we  lose 
wlieu  the  Goveiument  proceeds  upon  wliut  it 
colls  its  political  interests,  namely*  the  interest  in 
carrying  on  its  own  correspondence  amongst  its 
own  members? — If  you  compare  the  working 
of  a  telegrajih  Inisinesa  by  a  government  .-imply 
actuated  by  wliat  you  call  its  political  in- 
terests, that  Is  the  dispatch  of  its  own  personsl 
business,  with  the  action  of  a  company  actuated 
hj  a  purely  mercantile  ei>irit,  I  will  admit  that 
the  probability,  so  far  as  the  general  convenienee 
of  the  rommnnity  is  concerned,  is  that  the  com- 
pany will  manage  matters  better;  but  tlicu  i 
entirely  repudiate  as  my  standard  of  what  is 
good,  a  government  actuated  solely  by  such 
motiTeB  as  the  question  in  fact  assumes.  A  go- 
verninciit  is  a  very  poor  thing  if  it  Joes  not 
quite  as  zealously  endeavour  to  attend  to  all  the 


public  interests,  as  to  its  conceptions  nf  what  •? 
convenient  merely  for  its  own  management  of 
business.  In  Inoia,  moreover,  where  the  very 
existence  of  the  commcreial  community,  even  for 
a  day  together,  dcpcuda  eo  entirely  on  the 
thorough  eflSciency  of  the  Government  adminis- 
tratioii»  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  quite  impoanhle 
to  view  tlua  effioiencj  d^enrinr  than  as  the 
foundutinu  or  sonrea  of  all  possible  commercial 
prosperity. 

2664.  Do  you  not  diink  that  it  is  an  error  into 

whlcli  the  Government  of  India,  perhaps  mors 
than  any  other  government,  falls  by  being  in  die 
hands  OS  a  particular  class,  and  those  foreigner^ 
as  compared  with  the  natives  of  India,  that  thcj 
do  give  themselves  up  to  what  I  will  adl  fte  po- 
litieal liitorcst,  and  that  they  »hni  their  (.'yen  lu  a 
large  extent  to  the  individual  commercial  interest 
inweeondnet  of  sflmrs;  is  not  that  peculiarly 
the  vice  (iv  crriir  of  the  Government  of  India?— 
I  do  not  agree  with  that  in  the  slightest  degree. 

2665.  I)n  you  not  know  that  the  railway  com- 
panies ]ia\  c  hail  a  jicrpctunl  .=^triipgle  agiunst  that 
feellug  uu  tlic  part  of  the  Government? — Cer- 
tainly not. 

2666.  I>o  you  not  know,  for  instance,  that  the 
Government,  beeanse  they  carry  treasure  abov^ 

hur*  enforced  upon  the  emnpanics  an  nnremuncra- 
tive  rale  for  carrying  treasure,  and  that  bccauM 
they  grow  opium  tiSey  have  enforecd  uj)on  dw 
railway  companies  an  cxcejilional  mode  of  carrv- 
inir  oijinni  ? — 1  know  that  tliev  do  neitlier  of  those 
thu  _  . 

26ti7.  Mr.  Marsh.l  Do  they  enforce  any  par- 
ticular price  at  all  for  carrying  opium  and  trea- 
sure ?— They  do  not. 

2668.  Mr.  AjfrtOHA  Do  you  think  that  the 
telcgra])h  lines  in  India  have  been  in  point 
of  fact  laid  out  w  ltli  a  view  to  commercial  com- 
munication, that  Ih  tu  suy,.to  individual  and  pri- 
vate communication? — I  think  that  probsbly 
they  have  not  been  so  laid  out,  and  I  began  by 
saying  that  my  belief  was  that,  under  the  present 
organisation  of  the  Government,  you  could  not 
expect  what  I  consider  to  be  a  proper  .system  oC 
administration. 

2660.  Wlien  you  t-peak  of  havin;r  a  separate 
member  of  Cuuacil,  charged  with  the  atlairs  of  the 
public  works,  am  Itoundemtand  you  to  include  in 
that  the  aflnir^  of  c<'mmprrc  and  ai.'rirulture,  which 
is,  I  think,  without  any  special  department  in 
India,  or  would  you  include  that  in  the  Public 
Works  Department? — ^W'hen  I  came  here  to 
s^)eak  upon  this  subject  T  was  not  prepaicd  to 

di.'^cu-.-^    t!iO  j.reeise  details  of  tlie  best  way 'of 

carry  ing  out  such  a  euggeatlon  as  I  have  msde, 
and  I  do  not  think  ihc^  would  be  any  partienhr 
valnc  in  my  expressiiig  my  persoiml  (^pinioa DpOD 

such  matters. 

2670.  I  want  to  know  whether,  in  your  ides, 
the  Public  AVorks  Department  in  India  wonU 
combine  not  merely  the  supervifflon  and  execu- 
tion of  public  works  undertaken  by  the  Goveru- 
ment,  or  whether  you  also  intended  to  combine 
all  those  questions  which  reUte  to  indnsttr,  and 
wliich  are  embraecd,  for  instance,  in  the  French 
administratiou,  under  the  idea,  not  merely  of  the 
JPmt$tt  CJuatittet  Department,  but  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Commerce  and  Agriculture,  or  whether 
you  would  keep  them  as  two  pejiaratc  depart- 
ments ? — ^I  should  say  that  the  general  form  which 
the  administration  of  all  civiused  countries  haa 
taken  rather  tends  in  that  direction,  and  I  dunk 
that  It  is  highly  prohuhle  that  the  administration 
would  be  YBStly  improved  if  there  were  some* 
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of  tbftt^  loit  adopted  in  India  abo.  There 
ii  ao  questioa  m  my  own  mind  that  it  is  a 
sriermis  defect  in  the  administration  in  India, 

tlisr  tliore  is  no  branch  of  the  Government 
vbich  takes  cognisance  ot*  those  important 
wHawbs  which  yon  speak  of. 

S671.  TluTo  is  no  dcpartmcn',  is  flidw  u  liu>h 
merely  accumulates  and  rcgiatuiii  ialoiination 
and  experience  for  the  bcnciit  of  the  public 
ia  matters  relating  to  the  agriculture  anrl  onm- 
meree  in  India? — Xone  whatever,  and  there  i» 
timast  absolute  ignoiwaco  npoik  these  subjects  in 
caseqaence. 

Wn.  And  IS  it  not  tho  result  of  that,  that  the 

effort-.  T  may  say,  of  one  in;ui  who  tnkcs  up  the 
question  are  not  registered  and  prcsforved  for  the 
benefit  of  others  who  follow  him ;  hut  they  gene- 
wily  (lie  away  with  the  iuJiN  idual.  :ind  the  thing 
often  h»s  to  bi'  bf^run  SLjuuu  ? — To  a.  great  extent 
that  is  the  case.  1  should  say,  however,  that  a  oer- 
tiia  feeble  attempt  has  been  made  of  kite  years 
to  defdope  something  in  .the  shape  of  a.  re^jistcr 
of  tlie  rtati.sticR  ofoommerce in  India  in  the  £inan-' 
cial  Department, 

2673.  But  with  regard  to  the  enterprise  of  the 
rjtrrior,  :ind  of  industry  in  matter?  of  rommcrrc 
ii^ifriculture,  has  anything  been  doue  to  keep 
i&xe  the  experience  of  the  part  or  the  effbrts  of 
Ik ptft?-~-I  think  very  little  indeed  is  Jcoown  on 
ffccic  fah|ccts- 

'2t574.  Tor  insta- cc,  on  the  .-^idHnct  of  growing 
coUon,  all  those  clibrts  and  inquiries  which  have 


of  Suez.  At  the  same  time  they  do  not  ahsotntely 

re&sc  to  carry  ppcond-clasrt  piiiiscugers ;  r.ml  the 
Ia«t  time  that  I  cuine  from  Calcutta  theiu  were 
a  <;i)od  many  gentlemen  who  did  come  from 
Calcutta  as  aecond-cUss  passengers;  but  the 
understanding  was  that  it  was  done  rather  in  an 
in  .  >T,dar  way,  and  pcrhap;*  the  a^cut  in  Calcutta 
would  have  got  into  a  scrape  if  it  had  been 
known. 

2677.  Do  you  know  whether  they  were  satis- 
fied with  their  accommodation  as  second-class  pas- 
sengers ? — ^Thoy  got  their  food,  and  they  >-le|it  on 
the  deck,  rfs  a  great  many  firsl-i  i:H>  |i.i--LMiLrfr8 
did,  and  tijcy  had  a  j)lacc  in  which  ttiey  could 
dress,  very  much  the  same  as  the  fii-st-cliisa  pas- 
sengers. I  know  that  they  associated  with  the 
first-class  passengers  to  any  extent  they  pleased. 
They  were  not  allowed  to  come  upon  the  quarter^ 
deck ;  but  they  were  admitted  on  the  forccaiitle, 
perhaps  the  most  comfortable  part  of  the  «hi|). 

2678.  Did  they  make  any  complaint  as  to  their 
nccommodation  ? — Not  that  I  ever  licmd.  Of 
course  sometimes  the  shipe  carry  a  great  many 
more  passengers  than  they  arc  constructed  to 
cany  conveniently,  and  under  those  circumstances 
eve  rybody  is  a  little  apt  to  Complain ;  it  is  very 
hot,  ami  till  Ti^  \  i  every  inducciiiLiit  to  complain. 

2679.  Ikil  there  arc  certain  berths  re^icrved 
for  (*econd-rlas.s  passengers,  are  there  nott — Yest 
I  think  in  all  .-^liii).-  there  arc. 

2680.  Ml'.  Brooks.}  Tlie  cases  that  vou  men* 


bees  atade  ate  hnried  now  in  papers,  are  they    tinned,  of  second-class  pan-^engers,  are  exceptions 

not?— To  a  very  grf»at  extent  they  are. 

2675.  Mr.  We//ufiin.'\  Haveyoubeenafretjueiit 
traveller  by  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  C'om- 


Efe  boats  ? — Yes ;  I  have  gone  backwards  and 
rards  several  times. 

2676.  Ithaj)  been  stated  by  a  witne.os  that  there 
were  no  second-class  passengt^rs  by  those  boats ; 
we  yea  aware  whether,  on  any  <  it  your  voyages, 

tfccro  v.-orc  .any  second-class  passengers  ? — The 
fiinciplc  of  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Compaoy 

V  tD  caiTj  firatrdaaa  paasongers  on  thp  otiier  slew    aeoond'elass  passengere. 


tci  tho  general  rule,  anr-  thev  iiijt  ? — T  tliinlc'Tlicrc 
is  aluayis  u  t-trtiua  pnn>ortion  of  second-class 
passengers.  For  cxan)]>le,  engine  drivers,  and 
[K'ople  connected  with  r.'uhvays,  arc  sent  out 
pecond-class  from  this  country,  and  servants  so  go 
out,  and  iveujdc  in  tlwU  <  lass  of  life,  generally 
speaking ;  I  cannot  say  wliat  the  ordinary  num- 
ber is,  but  no  doubt  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental 
Company'^  nffii  oi-s  here  would  mention  what  it 
is;  but  tliere  is  always  a  sensible  pro£>ortion  of 


r 

Colonel 
It.  mrackejfm 

15  Maj 
1866. 


William  Tuomas  Tuoukxok, 

2681.  Mr.  8tansfeld.'\  You  arc  the  Secretary 
of  the  Public  Works  I)epartment  in  the  India 
Office,  arc  you  not? — Yea. 

26»^L'.  Have  ytJii  any  iloeunnnits  to  j)ut  in, 
'.Ii  addition  to  those  which  you  have  aU*aady 
furnished  to  the  Committee? — hare  •  report 
ly  Major  Clianipain  on  the  recent  working  of 
the  Turkish  ix)rtiou  of  the  telegraph,  which  I 
dodd  like  very  mneh  to  put  in ;  it  is  very 
recent,  and  gives  very  important  infocmation 
{delivering  in  the  same.) 

2683.  Have  you  any  new  documents  which 
you  propose  to  nut  in? — I  think  the  only  one  is 
this  report  of  Mi^or  Cfaampain's ;  but  there  are 
also  some  papers  which  I  shall  have  occasion  to 
refer  to.  The  Chairman  asked  me  to  see  if  I 
could  get  a  statement  made  of  the  cost  of  the 
Persian  Gulf  cable.  T  Ikivi?  ccrtntn  retiirn^, 
but  I  should  senrcely  likfj  to  put  tlieui  in, 
because  they  ^v•oulrl  he  imperfect,  but  perhaps 
i  may  be  aUowed  to  refer  to  them  in  the  oonrae 
of  my  evidence,  and  then  it  can  be  setded  whe- 
ther they  shall  be  put  in  or  tint. 

2684.  What  is  the  date  of  iVIajor  Champain's 
report?— This  is  dated  April  the  12th,  and  I 
hare  two  or  three  privnte  letters  from  him  which 

OAS. 


Esq.,  called  in ;  and  Kjuunined. 

contain  little  bits  of  information  which  arc  not       ^r  y 
here  ;  but  this  is  the  official  rop<)rt  from  Constan-  Tholyiton. 
tinople,  dated  the  12tli  of  April,  and  addressed       £gq,  ' 
to  the   Under  Serretary  of  .State  tor  India;  it  i  — 

gives  a  report  of  the  recent  working  of  the 
Turkish  branch  of  the  Indo-European  telegraph. 
Mnjnr  Chnmpntn  wa*  .^ent  out  to  Cunislaiitluople  • 
with  the  intention  of  his  going  ainnj^'^  the  line, 
and  reporluig  upon  it,  but  lie  found  that  such 
an  improvement  had  taken  i)lace  during  the  last 
two  or  three  months  tlxat  he  has  not  thought  it 
necessary  to  do  so. 

2685.  Chairman.']  Has  that  improvement 
taken  place  since  it  was  known  that  an  inquiry 
was  to  take  place  iijien  the  subject  by  this  Com- 
mittee?— I  think  that  tiic  improvement  com- 
menced before  that,  as  &r  as  I  can  recollect. 
I  nl  Lyons  had  put  great  pressure  upon  the 
i  ui  klsh  Guvcnmient,  and  I  think  they  had  begun 
to  improve,  if  my  memory  does  not  fail  me, 
beiore  there  was  any  intimation  of  an  intention 
to  hold  tiiis  Committee.  I  do  not  diink  that  Ae 
Turkish  government  knew  anythingof  it ;  in  fact, 
I  am  sure  of  it;  because  M^jor  Champain  did 
not  know  when  he  leftEn^and  that  th^  was  to 
be  this  Committeeb 

T  2686.  A 
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2686.  A  letter  haa  been  Mot  to  diis  Committee 

from  tlic  Foreign  Office,  encloaing  a  copy  of  a 
despatch  addressed  by  Aali,  on  the  lith  of  April 
186(»,  to  the  Turkish  amhai>«ador  here  ;  have  y<iu 
»  copy  of  that  — We  have  a  copy  of  it  at  the 
office :  tiie  Foreien  Office  wnt  it  to  ua. 

In  which  letter  it  is  stated,  u  it  not,  that 
the  Turkish  telegraph  sygteai  Ls  almost  free  from 
Uame  F-^It  ie  ao,  but  tfie  etatcnicnt  is  scarcely  in 
accordance  with  our  information.  For  instance, 
the  letter  says  that,  since  the  Turkish  line  was 
opened,  there  has  been  no  puch  delay  upon  it  of 
£rom  three  to  five  dayti,  ns  the  "  Timea  "  epeaka 
of.  But  I  have  a  paper  here  irhich  makes  out 
that  the  (iffia^r  tiiiK'  nci'iijiicil  Ijy  a  iiir.-.-age  on 
the  Turkish  branch  of  tiie  ludo-Europeau  tele- 
graph waa,  throughout  last  year,  nearly  tax  days 
ami  eleven  hrmr? 

2088.  Mr.  6ttt/,.sfi:ltLj  Will  vuu  liuii  to  the 
examination  of  Mr.  Grimston  at  Question  Nc 
582,  whore  you  will  find  that  hia  evidence  waa  to 
thin  cflci't,  that  he  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Indian 
Ci:(\  .  ri'inciu  in  1862,  aii<l  he  dM  nut  ■^ct  an 
aufiwcr  till  the  9th  of  June  1864 ;  and  that  that 
answer,  when  he  got  it,  was,  **  That  Sir  Charles 
Wood  Is  not  aa  yet  in  a  position  to  cunir  to  n  de- 
cision on  your  sufrjjet^tion."  Can  you  explain  the 
cauae  of  that  long  delay  ? — The  explanation  la 
this:  when  Mr.  GrimstonV  first  letter  came  in, 
it  came  naturally  to  nic  ;  I  showed  it  to  Colonel 
Stewart,  and  ho  imderto<  1<  to  <peak  to  Mr, 
Gnmston  about  it.  Then,  after  a  conversation 
with  Mr.  Grimatoo,  he  told  me  that  Mr.  Grrimston 
■undert.tood  that  we  were  n«  t  in  a  jsosition  to  give 
hiui  an  answer,  and  that,  therefore,  the  letter 
ahould  remain  unanawered.  Two  yeara  after- 
wanls  Mr.  Grimston  WTotc  again. 

268y.  The  letter  remained  unanswered  in  c<m- 
sequence  of  the  verbal  understanding  with  Mr. 
Grimston? — Yea;  it  was  quite  understood  that 
Mr.  Grimaton  d!d  not  expect  an  answer;  it  was 
unil'  r-tood  that  we  were  not  In  a  [H'-itini  to 
answer  it,  but  tluit  llie  tiiau  might  come  when 
wo  ahould,  and  then  he  would  get  an  answer. 
Two  year?  af'tenvards  he  writes  tii  jriTirh  the 
same  cfttct,  and  he  gets  an  answer  that  we  were 
Htill  not  in  a  position  to  give  him  an  answer. 

2690.  The  anawer  referring  to  the  formar 
letter,  aa  well  aa  to  the  more  recent  one  ?— Yes, 
it  was  an  answer  to  both.  But  tlic  reason  why 
he  got  that  sort  of  answer  was  this.  What  Mr. 
Grinist  tn  wanted  the  India  Oihce  t(»  do  was,  to 
use  it  in!!;;i'!i(»o  with  the  (•entincnf  al  Onvr'j'nmeuta 
to  inilucc  them  to  set  apart  one  wire  exelusively 
for  the  use  of  the  Indo-European  telegraph.  It 
w.is  fe  lt  that  the  India  Offiee  could  not  make  such 
a  propusition  to  foreign  rrKvernment.s  without  en- 
gaging that  a  j^iT.u  jir<)])iM-Tliin  i>f  tlic  messages 
should  be  sent  that  way.  Of  course  they  would 
not  have  listened  to  the  pro|)oeition  unless  we 
fiiull  Ijavf  ^laid  tliat  if  they  did  ?c1  a]iarf  one  \sirc 
fur  ilii  -e  nn'->aL  e^,  tlic  messages  should  be  sent, 
and  v.s-  '.v^'/(  nut  in  a  positiim  to  make  anck  a 
pledge  ;  but  at  the  same  time  all  the  arrange- 
ments with  resiKJct  to  the  Indo-Kuropcan  tele- 
graph were  then  in  so  immature  a  con«lition  that 
]W>  one  could  foresee  what  arran^ments  would  at 
some  future  period  be  made,  xhere  was  some 
idea  of  our  having  a  traffic  manager  in  London 
lor  the  purpose  of  the  Indo-European  telegraph, 
and  it  was  thouditpoeaible  that,  at  some  future 
time,  we  might  oe  m  a  position  to  make  such  an 
engajj;emtiDt,  but  the  onl>'  answer  wc  cuuld  then 
pauce  WAS,  tint  we  could  not  answer  then.  And  if 
the  question  were  put  noir*  we  should  be  obliged  to 


JVC  the  same  answer,  or  now  we  might  give  per- 
aps  a  more  decided  answer,  because  wc  know 
now  that  the  messages  will  not  be  sent  by  the 
India  Office,  or  anybody  connected  with  the  India 
Office,  but  by  the  telegraph  companies,  and  it  is 
for  them,  if  tiiey  wish  it,  to  make  arrangementi 
with  rnici;j:n  oinmcnt-.  They  might  make 
the  jiledge  which  the  foreign  governmeut*  would 
require,  and  which  we  could  not  possibly  do. 

2691.  TIave  yon  any  information  as  to  the 
preeeut  f^tati-  ot'  the  liusso-Persian  line? — Among 
these  lelti  rs  Irom  Major  Cham{)aiu,  there  is  some- 
thing which  he  says  about  that  which  1  shwid 
lake  to  read.  I  haTO  here  a  letter  dated  the  iMi 
of  April,  in  which,  speakinu;  of  the  Tmki.-1»  litia, 
he  says,  "  ilie  Turkish  lines  are  still  vvorkuig 
surprisingly  well  5  I  see  the  daily  report,  and  am 
greatly  |'.lcaserl  and  abtoni>lit?d  at  the  laic  im- 
])n)vement  in  working.  It  was  »j[uitc  correct  i'or 
C'nurtenay  to  write  three  minutea  between  this 
and  Kiimichee.  The  land  wire  and  cable  weie 
joined,  and  a  message  pa.>yjed  instantaneonsty. 
l)unn^'-  the  last  few  wccks,  onliiniry  (lc.-])atili(?» 
have  bccu  received  in  Constantinople,  both  iirom 
India  and  London  of  tiie  day'a  date-  Litdeor 
no  ?t<  ]  jmgc  now  takes  place  in  the  Pcra  offict, 
and  1  expect  the  avera«je  for  the  beginning  of 
April  wiU  be  under  two  days,  llie  lust  vnof^ 
I  can  make  out  for  'all  through'  mcsisgas  is 
from  the  1st  to  the  I2th  of  February.  405  went 
from  L(mdon  to  India  via  Turkey,  of  which  tbc 
slowest  took  six  days;  the  quickest,  2^  hours; 
and  the  aTen^  was  1  day  19  honxa  40  utmrtes." 
Then  there  i?  tlic  part  about  Russia.  "By 
Russia,  during  the  same  picriod,  128  passed,  ot 
which  the  slowest  took  20  days  lo  hours,  the 
quickest  1(1  da\  s  and  the  mean  17  days  8  houM 
3  minutes.  "  Ami  !i<  '^ocs  ou  to  say,  "  The  faalt 
does  not  lie  on  Russia  altogether,  but  in  great 
measure  on  our  Persian  line.  The  snow  this 
winter  has  been  fearfid,  bund  ing  poles  and  alL" 

2n!)2.  i<'\r  Uenri/  ncir/itisoii.]  l')!  to  what  dnff 
is  that  report?— The  letter  is  dated  the  lOihot 
April,  and  Ae  lateat  report  is  op  to  the  ISth  of 
Febniarv. 

2693. 'Mr.  Slunsfdd.]  Will  you  turn  to  Ques- 
tion 570  in  Mr.  Griniston's  evidence,  where  he 
expresses  the  opinion  that  the  delays  are  as  great 
in  the  Indian  as  in  the  Turkish  system;  that 
the  delay  is  lialf-and-half  between  the  In^lian  and 
Turkish  aduuuistrations  \  do  you  think  that  that 
charge  is  borne  out  by  evidence?' — I  think  that 
Mr.  Cirim>?ton  is  rather  hard  niM)U  the  Indian  ad- 
ministration.  I  think  that  will  be  shown  by  the 
papers  which  I  put  in  on  the  first  day  the  Com- 
mittee met,  at  )>age  75  and  the  following  p«u^ 
Those  pages  show  that  in  the  year  1861  the  yo- 
vermnent  of  India,  in  consequence  of  complaints 
which  had  ri'ached  it  of  the  mismanagement  of 
the  telegraphed  address,  a  set  of  queries  to  the 
Chaud»ers  of  Commerce  in  the  (liree  Presidencu'^ 
invitiug  any  complaints,  and  also  iuvitiug  iiuy 
suggestions  with  reference  to  remedial  mea- 
sures, and  here  are  the  replies  from  the  three 
chambers.  It  will  be  seen  that  thev  are  not 
at  all  uniformly  condemnatory.  The  Chamhci  f 
Commerce  of  Madras  says,  tmit  its  ojunion  of  the 
general  efficiency  of  iha  electric  telegraph,  for 
coninierelal  iinri>(tse:>,  ia.  the  whole,  favourable. 
Then  the  Chamber  cil  Ci  mane rcc  of  Bombay  says, 
thai  it  haa  communicated  the  Government  lettsr 
to  the  members  of  the  Chiunber,and  has  received 
replies  from  25  firms,  giving  the  following  results, 
that  out  of  298  messages  274  had  been  received 
with  reasonable  punctnalilv  md  eonrectoess,  and 
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wily  24  with  etAer  important  errors,  or  dolavB,  or 
anintelUgiblc,  or  80  delayed  as  to  be  renderad 
ni«le*8.  The  Chamber  wf  Commerce  of  Ben|^ 
B  much  more  severe  in  lis  language.  l>ut  fortii- 
ntetyit  doe*  not  merely  give  its  own  opinion ;  it 
ibo  Hvoe  M  vouohen  upon  wfaioh  that  opinion  is 
{oiirii1i'<l.  the  re  plies  from  the  diffc  rent  firms  to  whom 
ititid  written.  Those  replies  will  be  found,  some 
(fthem  to  be  unliivourablc  and  some  to  be 
';V'iiii-,il)k' :  but  tlicre  soinctliiiiti;  rather  curious 
looui  the  variety.  W  hen  any  lirui  confines  itself 
ID  general  language,  it  is  then  simply  dcnuiici:i- 
tHj,  but  wlii^  it  becomes  oiroumstautiali  then 
there  v  a  good  deal  said  in  fsTour  of  ae  irell  as 
ggjiBst  the  (invemment  admiuietrafioii.  Here 
ii  one  aaying,  "  We  make  constant  ut;e  of  the 
viRii"  lad  **on  tlie  trhole  we  are  satisfied 
with  their  fjcnc  nU  accuracy  ;"  ami.  except  that  I 
ibould  detain  the  CtHmnittee,  I  might  point  to 
ttveral  things  of  the  flime  land.  But  the  Goverar 
ment  of  India,  m  a  very  ftir  smuiiiiiut  up 
of  the  reports  that  it  gets  from  "Uie  diTOrent 

clmili'Ts   of   einnmfrct;,    uses  tliLs    l;iiif^tiaf!;c : 
♦'On  the  whole,  the   Governor  General  in 
Gnauil  diiiifca  it  mvit  be  admitted  by  the 
chamber,"  tliat  is,  the  Bengal  Chamber,  "  tliat 
xmodering    the    disadvantJisres    under  wliich 
ift  Indian  telegraph  laljour!-.  its  gonenil  effi- 
ciency, as  the  Madras  Chamber  of  Comrnerce  ob- 
Mrvcs,  is  favourable;  <>ut  of  240,451  messages 
conreyed  in  18<M>-61,  only  139  wt-rc  complained 
of  M erroneoua,  a  proportion  which  is  '057dper 
cent,  or  little  more  than  one-half  per  1,000; 
vhileof  tlic  oomracrcial  messagcsdoliverediu  Pnm- 
1»)-  during  April  and  May  ladt,  02  per  cent,  were 
reedved  with  reasonable  pnnotnalily  and  corrcct- 
nc'F,  ')',  per  cent,  with  Importntit  errors  or  delays, 
ml  ooly  2^  per  cent.  a»  «ielayed  or  mutilated  as 
to  be  oseleaB."    When  it  is  recollected  that  the 
delays  on  the  Indo-Earopean  Telegraph  at 
Mrtain  periods  were  for  weeks  together;  more 
than  ouce,  I  think,  we  liave  1)<;rn  without  any 
■ewage  at  all  for  two  or  tiirce  weeks ;  and  when 
itti  iband  liuA  only  two  or  three  or  five  per  cent, 
is  the  averajre  of  dtluys  In  rmiia,  it  ii»  a  little 
hard  to  say  tiiat  thu  iudiau  uJuiiiiistratiou  is  as 
Itad  as  the  Turkish.  At  the  simie  time,  asngttds 
the  Turkish  adminietrution,  it^  dcficiendflBf  I 
think,  have  been  a  little  exairir'  i'iited.    At  some 
of  those  periods  at  which  we  ^v(M•e  witlKuit  any 
intelligence  from  India  by  tho  Indo-European 
Telegraph,  we  were  also  without  any  inCelligenoe 
fn-  (lavs  ti>i;ftlier  from  Constaiitino]i1c,  showin^r 
that  liie  delay  was  between  (  On-taininoj^e  and 
England,  and  showing  iliat  tin-  continental  ad> 
ministmtions  are  anything  hut  faultless. 

2694.  C/ifitnaaH.]  The  corresijondence  to 
which  vou  have  referred  bear*  date*  I  think, 
inl861  ?— Yes. 

2695.  And  that  had  reference,  had  it  not,  in 

a  chief  dejrree  In  ccmplaint.-'  whirli  liail  liccu 
made  in  Indiaof  the  irregular  manner  in  wliidi 
the  service  between  Pomt  dc  tialle  antl  the 
Indian  Pre<«iilencrH,  wns  carried  on? — think 
it  was  rather  of  general  up|)lication. 

2696.  Have  not  the  complaints,  whicli  led  in 
aareat  degree  to  the  aaecmbUng  of  this  Com- 
nittee,  taken  place  sniee  the  opening  of  the 
Indo-Eurojieau  line  to  Kurraohoc,  and  have 
they  not  been  made  chiefly  with  regard  to  the 
-inegular  and  imperfect  manner  in  which  rocs- 
sages  have  been  forwarded  to  and  from  Kur- 
raehee,  in  India? — That  certainly  is  the  case; 
hut  at  the  same  time  the  Government  of  India 
ha»,  dsnag  the  laifc  two  yean,  been  doing  eveiy- 

<U3. 


thin^  possible  to  improve  the  line,  and  more       K'.  2». 
particularly  the  line  between  Bombay  and  Knr-  Thomtoif, 
ntehee.  Ibq. 

2fi97.  Mr,  Stangfeld.']  A  great  deal  has  been  — — - 
done  lately  within  your  knowledge  in  your  de-  ^^gS^ 
partment,  IiBB  there  not? — A  very  great  deal. 
I  think  I  can  Amw  that  a  i^reaf  ileal  hai*  been 
done.    For  instance,  the  Government  not  merely 
adced  the  Chambers  of  Coomiercc  Avhat  they  had 
t«  say  n^rnin^t  the  nianaf:fTi^ent,  but  they  also 
naked  what  susfgestious  tliey  liad  to  offer,  with 
regard  to  its  maprovenient,  and  it  would  ap- 
]>ear  from  the  correspondence,  that  the  three 
great  defects  were  eonsiderad  to  be  want  of 
msulatic  11,  want  of  T'n^'lit-Ii  cntjiJoiirs,  and  want 
of  proper  signaiiers.    Witli  regard  to  the  first, 
I  have  a  statement  here  of  the  quantity  of  in- 
sidators,  bracket?,  wire,  and  all  norts  of  articles 
which  the  Govonimejit  have  indented  for  during 
the  bust  year,  and  it  amounts  to  jnst  86,IH)0 1. 
worth.     During  the  last  year  the  Government 
of  Tndia  made  reqnisitions  to  the  extent  of 
8t<,000i!i  for  the  Btill  further  improvement  of  Ihtt 
lino. 

2696.  Which  requisitions  have  been  compKed 

with,  have  they  rint  ? — They  liavc  i  ltlirr  iioen 
complied  with  or  are  iu  pruci ni  I<eiiig  eoni]>iied 
with. 

2699.  And  very  rapidly,  T  believe  ?-^Th  re 
has  bfM'n  a  good  deal  of  delay.  This  stnlunieut, 
which  I  have  in  niy  hand,  wa."  made  out  in  the 
store  department,  and  there  is  this  remark  in  it: 
*'  The  mdk  of  these  stores  have  been  ordered 
some  time.  Owing  1i>  the  iidvcl  canstriietion  of 
the  infulatora  there  has  been  <lelay  in  their  de- 
li\  ( ry .  and  not  more  dian  half  have  been  shipped. 
From  the  rigorous  nature  of  the  tests  for  wire 
only  one  contractor  has  been  foimd  to  meet  them. 
Much  time  been  unavoidably  lost  in  endea* 
Tonring  to  get  supplied  from  otlicr  qnarfcrs. 
About  tiiree-fonrths,  however,  of  the  <piantity 
<leinanded  have  been  shipped  or  arc  in  eour.se  of 
shipment.  The  other  stores  have  also  been  shipped, 
or  are  abont  to  he  so." 

27fK1.  There  ha-^  been  no  delay,  thcrcrore,  as 
lar  a.«  time  is  con<!emed,  for  the  great  loss  of  time 
has  been  by  the  contractors? — Tlierc  ha.*;  not,  ex- 
cepting in  one  particular.  Together  with  the 
inaentj*  from  India,  came  requisitions  for  wire 
for  Persia,  and  a^  the  wants  of  Persia,  whether 
rightly  or  not,  were  believed  to  be  the  more 
ni^ent  of  the  two,  a  larger  [H>rdon  of  the  wire  n 
fnim  time  to  time  supplied  was  at  Itrst  set  apart 
for  Persia. 

2701.  You  have  the  evidenec  before  you,  T  think, 
of  Mr.  AValton,  given  on  the  27th  of  Ajtril :  have 
you  any  remarks  to  make  upon  that  evidence? 
— It  se«'med  to  me,  on  going  through  it,  that 
although^ it,  no  doubt,  correctly  conveva  Mr. 
Walton's  impressiona,  tho  impressions  whienhe  re- 
ceived twn  i>r  tln  ci  yt  .n  s  a^in,  would  no  longer  l)c 
correct.  I  mean  that  the  ikieets  which  he  I'nund 
existittgthree  years  ago  have  either  been  remedied 
since,  or  are  in  process  of  being  renu'tlied.  For 
instance,  at  Question  2064,  where  he  i.s  speaking 
of  the  number  of  n  siLrnalinn-  that  had  taken  place 
among  signallers,  he  says  that  he  considers  that 
they  resigned  because  they  were  not  sufficiently 
paid  in  most  cases,  and  that  tln  v  dl.-lilced 
being  over-worked,  and  then  he  gives  some 
examples  of  what  he  considers  under-pay.  I 
have  nothing  (o  pay  nbmit  tlii-.  T  liavo  no 
doubt  that  it  was  pcriectly  true  when  he  said 
it ;  at  least,  1  have  notliing  to  say  tO  the  Con- 
trary ;  but,  as  I  said,  the  Indian  Government  have 
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W  T.     been  ixAng  everything  they  could  during  the  last 
jPionUoHt    two  jvm  to  improve  the  management ;  and, 
^■5*       amonpr  other  things,  they  have  increased  the 

mnnlxT  (){'  signallers  iVoin  about  800  to  1,020. 
15  Thoy  have  also  authorued  the  formatioii  of  schools 

inSo,      for  the  trainiiig  of  die  sienaUera,  and  they  have 

inorc  i-cd  their  pay,  eo  that  the  lowest  pay  now 
ot"  an  indifferent  aigualler,  a  boy  mwt  likely  oi' 
12  or  14  yean  of  age,  is  36  /.  a  year,  and  it  may, 
if  he  is  a  superior  boy,  be  72/. :  and  the  highest 
my  which  a  signaller  gets,  i«  228/.  a  year.  That 
iMjing  the  case,  it  is  to  Ite  presumed  lliat  there 
is  no  longer  the  extraordinary  deficiency  which 
lie  epeaks  of  at  Deeea,  where  he  fays  there  was 
only  line  clerk  to  attend  to  llirt  e  diUcrfiit  iii.-tru- 

ineats  at  a  time.  Then,  with  regard  to  the  lue 
of  the  Morse  mstmmetit,  at  9068,  be  eays  that 

they  only  employ  a  sounding  instrument,  that  is 
to  say.  an  instnimcnt  where  the  tape  ia  not  em- 
ployed ;  I  believe  that  ia  perftotJy  true.  The 
Secretary  of  State,  a  very  short  time  ntro,  sug- 
gested to  the  Government  of  India  tliat  they 
(should  employ  tlio  Morse  ai^nrutns  in  its  com- 
jilcte  form;  but  the  Qovemment  replied  that 
they  were  doubtful  whether  it  would  be  a  desir- 
able tliiiiL',  and  it  i.s  -till  uihIi  r  cim-idcratinn 
whetlicr  tl>ey  shall  employ  tlio  Morse  iustriuuent 
in  its  complete  form  or  not 

2702.  That  you  cnnsiflor  a  rniM"if  point  ? — Yes, 
it  is  under  consideration  at  this  moment.  Then, 
Mr.  "Walton,  at  (Juostion  2074,  speaks  of  the 
great  imporfoction  of  the  lines  in  India,  and  he 
.tays,  "  the  new  insulators  which  have  been  intro- 
ducc<l  lately  on  Hamilton's  {Kdea,  are  found  to  be 
very  faulty ;"  and»  in  anewer  to  the  next  question, 
he  says,  *•  I  have  heard  them  called  Dongrla8*8  hi- 
sulator.j :  T  tliliik  tlu  v  wiiro  an  iiiipnix  otiicnt  by 
Colonel  Douglas  on  Sir  William  Brooks's  insii^ 
lators."  The  fact  is,  that  about  this  time  last 
yrar.  Colonel  Douglas,  who  was  then  Dir<^rtor- 
Geueial  of  Telegraphs  in  India,  did  scud  lionie 
Captain  Malloel^  an  officer  of  the  department, 
for  the  esqtreas  purpose  of  devising  some  form  of 
insulator  whioh  would  be  particularly  suitable  to 
I'ldia;  and  a  very  <-(  m-idia-ahlc  number  of  insula- 
tors, upon  a  plan  first  of  oil  suggested  by  Colonel 
Douglas,  and  matured,  so  to  speak,  by  Captain 
Mallock,  have  been  sent  out;  but  they  could 
not  have  been  in  India  when  Mr.  Walton 
was  there;  they  rcailv  liad  not  arrived,  so  that 
I  do  not  iindf  r-tand  what  he  could  mean  by  say- 
ing that  tlu  y  had  failed.  There  really  were  no 
insulators  in  India  before,  CM  cpt  Sir  William 
Brooke's.  What  I  have  heard  of  Colonel 
Douglas's  insnlfttmrs  is,  Uiat  their  only  fault  is 
their  being  cxjicn.^ive ;  they  are  ex<  i:(;<linp;ly  crood. 

2703.  The  Douglas  insulators  must  have 
reached  India  at  a  later  date ;  have  we  had  any 
complaint  about  them  ? — Xo,  that  insulator  was 
not  devised  in  India,  but  by  Captain  Mallock, 
with  the  help  of  the  best  electricians  in  England. 
Then,  at  Question  Mr.  Walton  ?ay^.  (hat 
somctuncs  a  message  takes  (wo  (ir  <(nmliums 
three  weeks  to  go  from  1]  n  !  i  tn  Calcutta. 
At  page  152  of  the  papers  which  i  have  handed 
ill,  there  is  a  statement  of  the  actual  times  occu- 
pictl  by  loi'ssages  between  Calcutta  and  Aixra. 
and  Agra  and  Bombay,  for  the  three  years  from 
1862  to  18(>4  inclusive.  There  are  the  nuudma 
times  and  there  are  the  minima  times.  On  one 
occasion  a  message  did  occupy  214  hours,  that 
is  the  gxieatest  tiine  that  it  ever  ooenpied  in 
those  three  years.  It  took  214  hours  once  to  go 
from  Calcutta  to  Bombay ;  but  if  you  take  the 
average  of  all  those  year^,  it  will  be  firand  thrt 


49  Itours  is  the  average.    So  that  there  id  really 
no  proof  at  all  that  it  ever  took  more  than 
nine  days.    I'he   average  appears  for  1864  to 
be  -lit  hours.    Then  iu  Question  2082,  speaking 
of  tho  centralisation,  he  savs  that  a  statioiw 
master  can  do  nothing,  but  is  oUiged  to  toA 
to  Calcutta  for  blotting-paper,  pens,  suuliD;?. 
wax.   and    tliint;?'  of  that  kind,  1  belio\.- 
that  was  perCeeriy  true  when  he  was  in  Imlia, 
but  it  is  one  of  thoFo  things  which  have  been 
remedied.   Ouc  oi  tlio  suggestions  to  the  Uoverih 
ment  by  Colonel  Robinson,  the  present  IKieetor 
General,  wa.s,  that  store  depdts  should  be  formed 
at  different  places,  and  that  die  Gwveniinent  ht 
a^'reeil  to.     ('nloucl  Koliinson  ohjerted  <juilo 
much  as  Mr.  Walton  to  that  extreme  <*entraliz^ 
tion.  I  mention  all  this  to  show  that  the  Govern- 
ment are  quite  as  nuich  ali\c  as  Mr.  WaiUm  is 
to  the  defect  of  the  administration,  and  have  l)ecn 
doing  everything  that  has  been  posnUe  during 
tlie  last  two  yt^ars  to  improve  it. 

2704.  Chair  man.']  Still  Mr.  Walton's  allega- 
tions, according  to  his  experience,  were  not  with- 
out foundation? — I  have  not  the  least  doubt 
that  they  were  once  in  the  main  correct,  tl- 

tliough  occasi.inally  exaggerated  ;  fur  in-taii.'s, 
when  he  says  that  a  message  takes  tine-  weiks, 
when,  as  far  as  I  can  make  out,  no  iues>a<,'e  ever 
took  more  than  nine  day.-?.  In  another  jilare  lie 
says,  that  there  was  a  regulation  as  to  tlie  pro- 
himtion  of  the  employment  of  natives  in  tke  d^ 
partmcnt.  There  certainly  never  was  any  sndi 
prohibition.  I  believe  that  natives,  as  distin- 
guished from  Eurasians,  liave  M-arecly  everl  ecn 
employed  in  Ben^,  but  they  have  been  em> 
ployed  always  in  Bombay  and  Madras.  It  ii 
really  very  imrx  rlant  that  it  should  not  go  out 
to  the  world  that  the  Indian  Government  have 
forUdden  the  employment  of  natives.  EursMBS 
arc  preferred  iu  the  telegraph  department; 
but  1  have  figures  here  which  will  flnnv  that 
there  could  not  have  been  less  than  100  or2li0 
natives  emjdoyed  as  signallers  in  Bombay  «ad 
Madras,  and  the  proof  of  it  is  this :  we  get  frm 
India  <-very  year  a  stalenicut  of  the  pe^^<>n!•  om- 
ployed  in  the  tele<(raph  department,  and  the  lut 
statement  that  we  have  shows  that  the  number  «f 
Euroiioaii.i  was  29^,  the  number  of  Eurasi.ir?  ''IS, 
and  the  numl<er  of  natives  about  1,400.  Wc 
know  that  of  tlie  lluropeans,  120  were  Mgnslkis; 
but  supposing  that  all  the  Eurasians  were  cra- 
jilnyed  as  signallers,  and,  in  no  other  capacity 
whatever,  they  then  would  not  make  up  the  num- 
ber of  signallers  who  were  actually  employed. 
Those  two,  the  Europeans  and  Eurasians,  toge- 
ther, would  only  make  7.'J3,  whereas  at  that  time 
there  were  820  signallers,  so  that,  suppc  " 
every  Boraaian  were  a  signaller,  it  would 
have  been  neoesHury  that  there  should  be 
natives. 

2705.  Are  you  aUe  to  state  whether  there  is 

or  is  not  nnv  prejudice  rgainst  the  employmeirt 
of  natives;  that  is  to  say,  Hindoos  or  Mussnl- 
men,  as  signallers  in  the  department? — I  have  no 
knowledge  upon  the  subject  myself,  except  what 
I  have  received  from  reading  or  oonv«raatioa; 
but  what  I  have  been  told  by  officers  or  the  de- 
partment is  this:  that  in  J^engal  they  prefer 
Eurasians,  because  Aey  understand  EngUah 
better ;  that  is  tho  only  reason  for  prefcrrinsc 
them.  They  do  not  em^oy  Eurasians  as 
tingnished  nan  nativei  m  Bengal,  but  merely 
becnii<fc  they  can  get  ft  sufficient  number  of 
Eurasians. 

2706.  Xo  go  back  to  the  qmstioii  of  inmlators, 
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I  Me  B  dMpAtdt  written  by  Colonel  Robhuon 

ti)  tk  S<'orcf;iry  to  the  Government,  uf  India,  of 
the  23d  of  December  last,  in  which  he  says  that 
'*1b.  Bul^  has  certainly  earned  the  approbation 
of  frnvernmcnt  for  the  great  improvements  thnt 
have  beeu  etltjoted  diirin;»  the  last  few  months  in 
the  working  of  the  Bombay  lines ;  but,  although 
Broch  has  been  done,  there  is  still  an  immense 
dwl  more  to  do  cro  these  lines  can  approach  that 
wrtect  state  in  which  It  is  our  olijtM  t,  not  only 
Ar  the  interest  of  Governmeut  and  the  public,  but 
dn  tor  ihe  credit  of  the  department  to  Iniag 
them  to,"    Then  lie  fjocs  on  to  state:  "The 
DoiHirrival  of  insulators  and  tclcgrapiiic  stores 
from  England  is  delaying  the  completion  of  the 
Ft  rk  (if  i  rjuurs,  rceonstnirtion  and  insulation,  all 
over  India,      well  as  in  Jiombay,  to  a  Bcrioua 
extent ;  instead  of  tiiese  Btoraa  TBaohing  India  by 
the  cloae  of  the  rains,  they  anpear  never  to  arrive 
vbbM  die  working  season  (October  to  April")  is 
Unving  to  a  clo-c.    T  regret  to  say  that,  in  the 
ptmai  instance,  the  Indian  Department  ia 
ihuat  wholly  to  blame.**   What  deportment  is 
that?— He  means  the  department  in  India ;  he 
i(  exonerating  the  department  at  home  ;  if  you 
Awrfe  in  the  nest  words  he  says,  "  The  indents 
fw  {tores  were  fent  m  .-nfficimtly  curlv,  ainl 
Captain  Mailtick  wad  iu  Kiigluud  to  expedite: 
ibom.  but  till'  .-specifications  which  were  to  define 
tkikuacUim  of  thoee  stores,  and  which  mv 
jMcdeeesMT  stated  it  was  his  intention  to  submit 
Ttry  ?1virtly  uftrr  the  indents,  were-  never  tent 
in  until  after  Captain  Maliock  had  returned  to 
India. "  .So  that  we  had  not  in  England  the 
materials  requisite  to  oomplv  with  the  requi- 
sitioni.   That  is  merely  one  isolated  case,  Captain 
Maliock  camo  to  England,  and  the  documents 
iriiicli  ought  to  have  followed  him  did  nut  follow 
\m  in  somcicnt  time ;  tliat  is  one  of  the  reasons 
ivhy  thoee  reqoisittoiis  have  not  been  complied 
nth. 

2707.  ISt.  Ai/rtou.']  He  sent  an  indent  for  the 

stores,  hut  tlid  not  send  a  spt^cificatit^n  with  that 
indent  ? — He  did  not  i^nd  the  specification. 

2708.  How  many  months  inlterwards  was  it 
?'"i,t? — It  is  said  that  they  were  not  sent  nntil 

Captain  Maliock  had  returned  to  India; 
Colonel  Douglas,  the  last  Dircctor^temeral,  sent 
C^tsin  Maliock  to  England  with  a  requisition 
for  itores,  and  he  did  not,  from  what  cause  I 
cannot  undertake  to  explain.  l)nt"fr«ini  some 
canse  he  did  not  send  in  aufiicieut  time  the  speci- 
fications which  were  reqtured  to  enable  Captain 
^Ullock  to  get  the  stores  which  he  was  sent  for. 
It  was  Colonel  Robinson  who  succeeded  Colonel 
Bonglai),  who  says  that  when  Captain  Maliock 
letomcd  to  India  lie  "  brought  tlus  most  vezflp 
fiotts  matter  to  my  uutlce." 

■iT'i'.t.  In  fact,  the  department  did  really  forget 
<^  ^)out  it  till  somebody  came  £rom  England  to 
koumI  them  ef  it ;  forgetting  that  they  had  in- 
dented for  stores,  they  tor<rot  to  describe  what  it 
was  until  somebody  came  from  England,  to  tell 
tk«n  that  they  had  forgotten  it? — Instead  of 
laying  "  them,"  I  would  say  "him." 

2710.  The  whole  department ;  everybody  was 
responsible,  I  should  think  ? — I  cannot  say  that 
«Terybody  was  responsible ;  I  do  not  think  that 
Wruld  be  fair.  It  was  Colonel  Douglas  that  had 
mt  Captain  Maliock. 

S7U.  The  officer  did  not  send  the  indent  him^ 
idf ;  it  did  not  go  through  tihe  Ghyveinor  Qene- 
n!  in  Council.  Are  tliey  not  all  responsible  for 
diia  mal-administration  ? — In  thi^i  partioalar  ease 

043. 


ihe  Supreme  Government  gave  Colonel  Bobinwm 

authority  to  Bend  an  indent,  and  he  did  send  it  by 
telegraph,  iu  the  first  insta-nce. 

2712.  Chairman.']  Will  you  turn  to  pages 
4  and  of  ihc  Correspondence.  Does  the  letter 
from  tlie  (  io\  r  rnment  of  India  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  written  on  the  lOth  of  June  1864,  dis- 
close the  whole  of  the  reasons  why  the  Secretary 
of  State  was  adinsed  not  to  sanction  the  tmnafer 
of  the  telegraph  wires  upon  the  railways  to  a 
public  oompaoy  ? — We  never  had  anything  from 
ihe  Goyerament  of  India  except  that,  and  that 
was  wliat  wc  procccdeil  upr^n.  AVe  ^vrote  to  the 
(jroYcrmucut  of  India,  ^u^king  their  opinion ;  and 
this  was  the  opinion  which  we  received  from 
theui  ;  and  it  wnw  iijK>n  this,  and  no  other  docu- 
ment, tli.at  the  rej>ly  to  the  company  was  founded. 

27 id*  The  olneoticn  appears  to  be  founded 
npmi  eeonomicv  oonsiderntions  connected  with 
the  tennswhtefa  had  been  jimjuisRd  by  the  Orien- 
tal Coni]iany?  —  Keadini:'  that  letter,  I  -IkjuUI 
have  said  that  the  (government  of  India  hod  littlo 
objection  to  the  acceptance  of  the  proposal  of  the 
telegraph  company. 

2714.  You  are  not  aware  whether  any  objec- 
tion is  entertuned  in  India  to  the  «npIoymeat  of 
.1  public  com])any  iu  the  maimer  proposed,  upon 
any  grounds  of  political  expediency,  or  othei-- 
wise? — Certainly  not.  I  should  say,  from  the 
general  ten(»r  of  the  GoTemjuent  documents  on 
the  subject,  they  are  rather  m  favour  of  the  trial 
of  a  private  company.  I  have  no  dovdit  tliat  you 
yourself  will  recollect  that,  somewhere  or  other  in 
this  correspondence,  they  propose  to  put  up  a 
new  line,  or  rather  to  allow  v.v.y  rompany  to  [tv.t 
up  a  new  line,  between  two  places,  in  onier  to 
t^  the  expniment  of  private  or  joint  stock 
management. 

2715.  The  East  Indian  Railway  Conijmny  was 
informed,  in  answer  to  an  inciuu^y  which  they 
made  of  the  Indian  Ofiicej  ibr  thu  reasons  why  the 
arrangements  proposed  could  not  be  carried  out, 
thai  u  wojild  be  contrary  to  the  u~aure  nf  tlio 
Otiice  to  give  any  reasons.  Can  yeu  inform  the 
Committee  why,  ihe  reason  being  so  very  obvi- 
mi?,  tt  wns  not  communicated  to  the  company  •, 
because  it  would  have  enabled  the  company,  in 
eommunica^n  with  the  projected  telegraph  com- 
pany, to  have  proposed  other  terms  i:" — 1  do  not 
myself,  upon  the  face  of  it,  think  that  the  objec- 
tion .*eeni-5  in  lie  an  ce(<noniieal  one.  ( '<  rraiiil v, 
reading  the  letter  from  tho  Govommcnt  of  India, 
I  shoald  have  said  that  they  were  rather  in  favour 
of  •  trial  than  otherwit^e. 

2716.  Let  me  read  thU  to  you.  The  Secre- 
tary of  State,  by  the  hand  of  Sir.  Mcrivalc,  in- 
formed the  secretary  of  the  East  Indian  Kailv.ay 
Conqiany,  on  the  1st  of  Seplcuibcr  1864,  that  he 
lias  come  to  the  conclusion  ♦hat  it  is  not  desi- 
rable that  the  railway  company's  public  telegraph 
bnrineSB  betransfored  to  a  separate  eom])any." 
On  the  11th  of  January  followin;.^  tlic  secretary 
to  the  company,  by  order  of  his  board,  requetiU 
ihe  ''fiivour  of  being  furnished  with  a  copy  of  tibe 
report  in  question,  or  with  any  reasons  which  may 
have  intiuenced  the  Government  of  India  in 
drawing  up  the  report."  The  reply  to  which 
wa-s,  "  I  am  directed  to  acknowled^^e  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  the  llth  instant,  and,  in  reply  to 
the  request  therein  made,  to  state  tliat  to  furnish 
the  directors  of  the  East  Indian  Bailway  Com- 
pany wtih  a  copy  of  the  despatch  received  from 
the  Government  of  India  on  the  subject  of  certain 
proposab  of  the  Oriental  Telegraph  Company, 
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//■'.  1'.      would  i)c  contrary  to  the  usai;c  of  iliis  OfTicc?*" — 
.  Tkomiou,    Xhat  Is  contrary  to  the  ueage  oi   tlit'  OlHce, 
■Biq.  oertainly. 

  2717.  Is  it  contrary  to  the  usage  of  the  OtTice 

*5  May  fti;j'.i=li   railway   companies   with  coiiios  of 

leoD.  (iet.j)ut.  he-i  from  the  Go\emment  of  Inma? — It 
1ms  ht'cii  done  frcfjuently,  but  8«)me  time  ago  Sir 
Cluules  Wood  said  that  it  ought  not  be  done, 
and  he  insisted  that,  in  future,  \vc  rliuuld  always 
siTe  the  iubatanoe  of  the  despatches  and  oot  the 
despatches  thenuelTes.  It  h  peifeotly  true  that 
it  ildiic  till  a  very  recent  period,  till  a  year 
or  two  ago ;  but  Sir  Charles  Wood  directed  tiiat 
it  Aould  not  be  done  in  future. 
•  27 1)^".    Mr.    At/rton.^     Yoit   nrp    not  u^kod 

mcri'ly  U)  furnish  a  co])y,  but  to  futaitiii  an 
intelligible  reason.  Is  it  contrary  to  the  uMgC 
of  the  Office  to  su])nly  an  iutelli^ble  motiTe 
a«  well  as  to  8u|)ply  copies  of  dociimenta? 
— The  Chairman  rncii  ly  a.sked  tnv  to  cxj  laiii 
what  is  said  here,  and  here  the  Office  docs  nut 
refose  to  give  reaaoDa;  what  it  does  refoae  to 
do  to  give  copies  of  a  deapatoh  contuning  th« 
reasons. 

2719.  You  will  observe  it  is  asked  in  the 
alternative  to  supjtly  an  iiitcin;_'ilde  o\itl;ination 
of  what  it  is  doing,  aud  ii  iccuis  to  be  sik  ut  upon 
that  point;  therefore  anybody  receiving  tnat 
answer  would  assume  that  it  was  et|ualTy  con- 
trary to  tl»e  usage  of  the  Office  to  sui>ply  nn 
intelligible  nmlivc  lor  wliat  U  diu'.-? — It  wonlil  lie 
really  rather  more  chaiitable  to  suppose  that  if 
the  reason  tar  not  giving  reasons  was  that  it 
Avas  contrary  to  the  n-ajic  of  tlie  Office,  that 
reason  would  have  been  given,  but  nothing  of 
the  kind  -aid. 

2720.  Chairman-I  The  last  letter  fmm  the 
India  Office  concluded  with  tlict-e  words,  "  It 
was  not  merely  on  anytliing  stated  in  that  des- 
patch, that  Sir  Charles  Wood  came  to  the  cou- 
olunon  that  It  would  be  undenrable  to  transfer 

the  rail\va\'  ronijiam  V  f (^('^^a-ajiliic  liusincss  t*"'  a 
separate  company.  "  If  it  was  not  on  anything 
stated  in  that  despat.  li.  that  Sir  Charles  Wood 
camr  to  tliat  rmu-lup-ion,  can  you  Infoi-in  the 
Commit ;ei'  on  what  oilier  considerations  llic  re- 
fusal ^va^•  founded? — I  am  Utterly  unable  to  state 
them  ;  1  myself  thought  it  was  a  very  great  pity 
that  it  was  not  done.  It  struck  mc  that  nothing 
would  have  been  more  condui'i\  e  to  the  improvr- 
roent  of  the  Government  telegraphs  than  that 
the  railway  telegraphs  diould  hare  been  trans- 
ferred t<i  a  privaic  company;  but  1  do  nut  profess 
to  cNj>lain  tiii^;  I  do  not  at  all  know  what  Sir 
Charles  WoikI  had  in  his  mind.  This  is  what  he 
says,  but  I  never  hf^ard  his  reasons. 

2721.  As  the  matter  now  stands,  the  railway 
companies  and  the  ^n^KlMd  telegraph  com]iany 
were  left  entirely  in  ignoranee  of  the  views  both 
«f  the  Government  of  India  and  of  Sir  Charles 
Wood  upon  the  subject,  until  tlu'  jiiddir  ifloii  of 
this  letter  of  the  26th  of  January  iu  thii«e 
papers  the  Other  day  ?-^So  it  appears. 

27i;2.  Mr.  A)/rfonP  You  <'o  not  tliinlc  that  tliat 
1!^  a  mode  whic  li  tends  to  facilitate  and  dcvcioj) 
the  indu^try  and  enterprise  of  India,  doyott? — 
I  df>  not  i<('e  how  it  can. 

272:3.  Do  you  think  that  ilie  real  motive  for 
not  giving  a  reaaoa  was  ao  indisposition  on  the 
part  of  the  Govenunent  to  enose  to  any  puhlie 
criticism  the  reasoning  of  uat  despatch  from 
Indi.i  ?-'  If  that  were  my  opinion,  I  do  not  think 
it  would  be  becuming  in  me  tu  say  so. 
,  2724.  How  can  w  Goveounmt  advance  any 


public  objects  by  proceeding  in  this  dark  man. 
ner 't — I  cannot  couoeive  hww  they  can  do  it. 

2725.  Chmrman.  ]  Have  you  any  later  report 
t]»aii  thu-o  papers  which  you  put  m  on  the  first 
day  of  ibe  mueling  of  the  Committee,  eoutainiug 
the  working  of  the  Persian  Gulf  part  oi*  tin 
Indi)-Eur(»)iean  line  ? — 1  have  this  report  from 
Major  Champain,  which,  however,  rclutcM  chiefly 
to  the  Turkish  part  of  it ;  and  1  lia  \  t  two  or  three 
private  letters,  speaking  of  the  rapidity  with  whidi 
nics.<agcs  have  been  transmitted.  I  have  sbesdy 
read  pa)  t  of  tbnsio  letters  showin;;  that  in  tbiw 
minutes  tin  y  jrut  an  answer  from  Kurrachoe.  I 
myself  thonulu  that  it  must  be  a  mistake,  and! 
wrote  to  Major  Champain  at  Conetantinojile, 
teliiiig  iiim  that  I  could  not  help  thinking  that  the 
three  minutes  was  a  mistake  for  three  hours,  aadk 
wrote  back  to  say  that  it  WAS  uo  mistake  at  iJI, 
but  a  fact. 

272G,  Accdrdlnj:;  to  your  advices  the  line  cud- 
tioueii  working  in  a  thoroughly  satisfactory  mui- 
ner,  does  it  not? — ^If  you  will  allow  me  I  thoold 
like  to  read  from  tlicne  letter,^;  tb»>y  are  verj" 
short,  and  tlicy  contain  one  or  two  tiui^ 
which  are  not  in  the  report.  I  have  me 
Ktt<  r.-  lu  re  of  the  26lb  of  FLbruary,  the 
of  r^larch,  and  the  lUib  of  April.  Per- 
haps I  need  not  read  the  first,  but  I  may  he 
allowed  to  read  the  next;  it  is  &om  Coostanti- 
noplc,  dated  27th  March.  **Febrtiary  was  a  capi- 
tal nn  nlh;  1  gaw  the  averagt  s^  from  the  1st  to 
the  12th,  showing  times  occupied  by  over  400 
messages  from  England  to  India.  The  luugcft 
time  wai»  six  day«,  the  shortest  2^  hour?,  and 
the  average  a  little  over  two  days.  .Since  then 
we  liavc  been  workin";  at  least  as  well,  and  to- 
day Fao  was  passing  despatches  straight  through 
to  Adrianoplc,  ana  vice  versd  of  to-<biy's  (l.ite, 
both  from  India  and  Knirhind.  Still,  a  niuubcr 
of  mesBRges  are  sent,  vid  Russia,  which  aiegready 
delayed  en  rotrte^  and  for  which  we  shall  get  the 
bhiinr.  T  (  aiiiioi  lielieve  that  the  London  offices 
direct  them  that  way,  but  I  fancy  they  murt  be 
diverted  on  the  Continent  It  behoves  the  earn* 
])anies  to  for  to  this,  and  T  bavo  bcrn  ndvi*ii!g 
Agathou  EtieiuU  to-day  to  send  rtuiiul  a  c.n  ular 
to  the  various  administrations.  The  Peri-ian 
lines  have  been  breaking  down  lamentably  of 
late,  ."imply  and  nolely  because  there  are  no  line 
iruartls.  The  Persians  will  not  pay  the  compara- 
tively small'sum  that  is  absolutely  necessary,  awl 
the  result  is  that  for  more  than  two  months  As 
telegraph  has  been  useless,  or  woi  ;-f.*'  ith  re- 
gard to  what  he  says,  tiiat  tlierc  ai-e  messages 
going  to  liussia ;  very  I'voently  Lord  de  Grey 
])pnuittcd  a  letter  to  be  setit  tn  the  Foreigi 
Office  requesting  that  the  alttution  of  Her 
M.^jc^ty's  rcin-cscntativcs,  at  Fraidcfort  and  iie^ 
lin,  srhould  be  called  to  the  question.  Wc  JS- 
quired  of  tlie  companies  in  London,  and 
found  that  the  Klcrtric  and  Intornatioiial  C^iii- 
pany  sent  all  their  messtbges  vid  Coni^tantt- 
nople  and  Belgrade,  and  t&t  the  Sobuwriue 
Company  also  sent  the  greater  projwrtion  <t 
tliem  that  way,  and  they  suggested  that  in  all 

fTObability  they  were  diverteoTMlher  at  Frani- 
brt  or  Berlin,  and  therefore  we  wrote  to  the 
Foreign  Office,  requesting  that  the  Queea* 
rein-CiientativeB  at  those  places  should  rcprcucnt 
the  question  to  the  telegraph  departments,  sna 
innst  that  the  messages  which  were  sent  fiwe 
England  marked  to  go  by  a  particular  route, 
should  go  by  that  route.  Two  davs  ago,  wc  re- 
ceived ft  letter  from  tiie  foreign  Office  enckii^ 
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Q«c  fmm  Sir  Alexander  Malet,  nt  Fmnlcfort, 

javin^t  tLat  he  had  spokrn  to  tlio  jii-upcr  muiIio- 
lities  apn  the  dubject»  wiio  explained  that  with- 
wt  Invin^  the  dates  and  otAer  fMirticiiUira  of 

Ule#^^^re^?  thoy  rould  not  <^\\p  nn  nn?wrr  wifli 
t^rd  to  any  p»rticulur  one  luit  that  tliey 
vooM  take  care  that  in  fiitiirc  all  me^'sagcs 
Aould  jjo  as  tliey  were  labelled.  There  is  one 
other  letter,  which  T  need  n(»t  read,  datcil  the 
10th  <if  April,  f'n)m  Constantinople  also.  It  is 
^  ooe  which  I  referred  to  before,  in  which 
lb)or  Cfaampam  speaks  of  a  mestiai^c;  going  to 
Kumicher  in  mrruiti'-:.     T  fliiiik  that  all 

ik  other  information  will  be  tound  in  tiio  oftieial 
nport.  There  is,  however,  one  letter,  which  came 
fr  111  Major  Cham  pain,  (latcl  the  nnili  r.f  April,  in 
which  be  sayf,  "  In  eontinuation  ol  Appcndicea 
JuaadB.  attached  to  my  Letter  279  of  the  12tll 
iustMit,  I  have  the  honour  t«  state  that,  daring 
Jawiarv  1866,  1,216  mes^fi-es  pMs^ed  from  Kur- 
racliee  f  Constantinnjile  l  y  Indo-Euroj^ean 
uU|n>pl>>  aiid  79U  from  Constautiuople  to  Kur- 
varitee.  Of  the  1,216,  the  slowest  oecopied  9 
day?  Vl  lioiii  s  \^^  trtinsmis^ion;  the  quickci<t  came 
direvt»aDd  the  mean  time  was  2  days  13  huurii. 
Of  die  790,  the  slowest  took  seven  days ;  the 

Suii-Wt  went  direct,  and  the  average  was  2 
%si  fi  hour?.  These  results  show  a  material 
inpnvcincnt  compared  to  tho?e  of  the  preceding 
Bdiuh;  bat  since  Jttnuary  the  route  has  been  far 
tetter  f^L 

'i"2(.  Hftvc  the  Tnili;i  Office  taken  iiny  stcjis 

will) «  view  of  bringiug  any  inilucncc  to  bear 
npoB  die  Tnrlnsh  adminidtnition  ? — 1  think  that 

ill  the  improvementa  have  taken  jilnce  in  con- 
je<]ueiice  of  the  pressure  wliich  the  India  UtHce 
his  brought  to  bear  through  the  Foreign  Office. 
L)nl  Lyons  has  made  the  strongest  rejjresenta- 
lions  at  the  instance  of  the  India  Office,  and  all 
tlut  lia^  been  done  has  been  in  coneeqnenoe  of 
Lord  Lyon's  interpontion. 

2728.  Do  you  Icnoiv  -whether  any  stops  have 
l«n  taken  for  the  purpose  •>('  pntfinL;  the  projior 
foric  of  English  signallers  ufKin  tiie  lines  in 
Turkey  V — I  think  that  whatever  improvemoite 
haTc  iak.cn  place  are  deaoribed  in  this  report  of 
MajtT  Champain'p. 

2729.  Have  you  a  00|^  of  tlic  account  of  the 
Met  of  the  constructiim  of  the  Persian  Gulf  lino  ? 
—I  have  had  it  made  ont,  but  it  is  very  imperfect. 
»^  far  as  the  cost  of  the  construction  goes.  I 
Ittve  a  better  account  of  the  reeeipta.  What  I 
have  got  here  is  »  statement  of  the  payments 
made  in  England  on  acconnf  (if  the  Indo-lMirrv- 
P«aa  tel^raph,  up  to  tlie  28lh  of  April  1865  ; 
«tt we  haTe  nucreiy  g»>t  ilie  expenditure  in  Eng- 
hml,  hut  not  that  in  India;  we  know  nothing 
of  the  coat  of  maintenance. 

2730.  Have  yon  an  aeewutt  of  the  number  of 
oNttiges  carried  each  way  rinoe  the  opening 
of  tirt  telegraph? — Yea,  I  have  it  here  for 
on?  y(.;ir.  I  li;ive  a  return  showing  the  number 
of  telegrams  from  the  United  Kingdom  to  India, 
tid  tlw  amoont  dfM  to  Ae  Pereum  Gulf  Line 
f  r  tlic  -"-ii-  'Inr-ng  the  year  ;  it  makes  out 
Jlial  tin-  mnaber  ol'  tclegriUiiii  was  11,070,  and 
the  amount  due  to  the  de|uirtment  32,998/!. 
That  is  from  the  United  Kingdom  to  India. 
Theti  there  is  another  return,  showing  the  num- 
h<r  of  telegrams  from  the  Continent  of  Enrojie 
to  luiiia,  which  \a  l/t67»  and  the  amount  due  to 
Aie  department  4,843  2.  Th«n  there  is  ft  Aird 
tcttim,  hlujwiiig  the  number  of  telegrams  from 
^3  to  the  United  Kii^dom,  and  the  amount 
dne  to  the  PtenaaCMIf  fine  £w  the  Muno  dur-  . 

a4&,  : 


ing  the  year  186Ji ;  the  number  is  S.408,  and  the 
iunount  28,;i52 /.  And  then  tlierc  is  a  similar 
return  of  the  number  of  tcl^rama  from  ludk 
to  the  CTontinent  of  Europe;  that  number  is 
1 .043,  and  the  amount  is  3^76  h  fot  ihc  year 
1865. 

2731.  That  is  from  the  beginning  of  March 
la.«t  to  the  end  of  December? — In  February 
there  appear  to  have  been  no  messages,  nor  in 
January ;  January  is  a  blank  throughout,  and 
February  i»  abnoet  a  blank ;  in  February  there 
were  less  than  100  messages. 

2732.  Ave  tli<i;,c  lei'i'lpts  a  ]int)>tirflnn  of  the 
sum  of  21.  li)t.,  which,  wc  were  informed  by 
a  fermer  witness,  is  paid  to  the  Indian  Govern* 
ment  osit  of  the  .3  /.  1  s.  received  here  for  an 
ordinary  message  to  India? — 1  lliiuk  tluit  is  the 
•mount. 

2733.  What  proportion  of  that  21.  M)  g.  do 
you  credit  to  the  Persian  Gulf  Line,  and  wliat 
prc)portion  to  the  internal  system  of  India  ? — I 
make  it  out  10«.  6</.  to  the  internal  administrar 
tion.  and  the  rest  to  the  Persian  Gulf;  but  there 
i.-^  a  Hull'  discrejKiucy  in  the  f^iatenunt.  I  rather 
think  that  they  charge  one  shUliug  less  in  India 
than  is  charged  here;  We  make  out  the  total 
sum  to  be  5/.  Is,  for  a  message  to  India,  but 
Ci>lu)icl  Kobinson  tells  me  they  only  charge  5  /. 
from  India,  so  that  would  make  a  difference.  If 
61,  1 «.  is  charged,  then  the  amount  which 
gnefltothe  internal  administration  i»  10$.  6«r.,' 
ami  the  remainder  goes  to  llie  Persian  Gulf 
Line. 

27S4.  Have  yon  a  ny  account  of  the  working 
exjtensea  of  thr  line  ? — We  hftvc  not  any  iafor- 

niatiiiii  at  all  about  that. 

27  ">5.  Have  you  any  information  in  tiie  India 

Office  as  to  the  sums  disbursetl  monthly  on 
account  of  the  establislunent  ? — Not  a  svl- 
lable. 

2736.  Where  would  that  aooount  be  ? — It  ia 
all  under  the  Bombay  Government,  and  they 

have  the  accounts. 

2737.  Sir  Charlex  Briffht.]  You  gave  the 
Committee  the  average  of  the  time  occupied  by 
a  mesisage  from  India  (  >  Enplantl  lately,  as  be- 
ing a  little  over  two  <!ay~  :  was  tliat  Irum  Kur- 
rachce  ? — It  was  in  on.'  (»f  Major  Champaitl'e 
letters  of  the  27th  of  March,  in  which  be  says* 

February  was  a  capital  month.  I  saw  the 
iiverac^cH  from  the  JM  to  tlie  liitli,  showing  times 
occupied  by  over  40U  me««agee  irom  England  to 
India.  The  longeet  time  waa  aix  days ;  the 
-hnrte^t  was  2|  houza;  and  the  avenge  a  Uttle  • 

over  two  days." 

2738.  That  will  probably  bo  to  Kurtachee? — 
Yes,  it  must  be  fo.  no  doubt. 

2739.  We  have  liaii  it  lu  evideuce  tliat  in  liic 
month  of  Mar<  li  the  line  between  Kurrachec  and 
Bombay  waa  still  worldii^  in  a  wretchedly  inefli- 
dent  manner ;  and  that  is  taken  from  line  daily 

rejKirt.s  snpjilic  d  by  tliu  Indian  telcgra[)ble  dcprirt- 
ment  of  the  maximum  and  minimum  delivery 
between  those  places  froi"  February  the  kt  to 
February  the  14th  the  maximum  i«  stated  to  bo 
4  days  3  hours  31  minutes,  and  the  luiuiiuum 
4  hours.  That  would  give  a  mean  of  little  * 
more  than  51  hours,  or  something  more  tlian  two 
days;  therefore  Mr.  Grimstou's  statement,  that 
the  delay  in  India  was  about  equal  to  the  delay 
in  Turkey,  would  not  be  so  very  much  over  the 
marit  ae  applied  to  a  message  from  London  to 
Bombay,  seeing  that  there  is  two  days'  delay  in 
Turkev>  and  two  days'  delay  between  Kurrachce 
•ad  jipmbaj?— At  any  rate,  he  .would  make. 
t4  out 
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W,Tm       '^"^^        'WC  were  e<|ii;illy  to  Mame,  whereas  only 
n^ntMf    ooc-third  of  the  blame  is  due  to  us.    I  have  a 
Ewq.       Bt&tement  also  8howiD<;  the  time  occupied  on  tiie 
■  Turkish  line,  and  it  makes  it  out  to  In'  rather 

15  May     more  tlian  six  days  fur  the  whule  year,  aud  two 
18C6.      days  is  only  one-tfiird  of  e\x,  and  not  one-half. 

2740.  I  am  spcnkintr  ahout  the  same  porincl 
that  you  are  speaking  oi',  nhout  the  early  part  of 
tlu*  y9tiTf  and  it  appeared  then  that  accoixling  to 
yoar  average  it  is  about  two  daya  on  this  aide, 
and  according  to  the  statement  in  India,  it  is 
about  two  (l:iy,-  even  mi  .-^o  short  a  line  as  that 
between  Kurrachee  and  Bombajr? — This  very 
great  tmprorement  has  taken  place  in  Turkey 
within  tlio  last  fcvr  niontlis,  ana  It  is  perfectly 
possible,  iu  lad,  1  think  it  ii*  almo-t  i  ertain,  that 
A  corresponding  improvement  has  not  taken  place 
bptnTeii  15omhay  and  Kurrachee.  Tliat  has  been 
alwiivrf  ucknowlcdgcd  to  be  the  worst  part  of 
the  Indian  lin<M^  ttnd  it  is  not  likely  that  it 
could  have  been  iinproYed  in  nearly  the  same 
proportion  as  the  Turkish  portion,  because  the 
defei  t  of  the  Kurrachee  aud  Bombay  line  is  parily 
a  defect  of  construction.  It  requires  better  in- 
sulation, and  the  department  cnnnot  improve  the 
insulfitlon  until  tliev  get  their  stores.  On  the 
Turkibh  liuca  the  deioct  was  the  want  of  proper 
signallers  and  inspectors. 

2741.  Are  the  Committee  to  understand  you 
that  the  improvements  which  are  being  carried 
out  by  the  Government  have  not  yet  had  time 
to  show  their  results? — It  is  not  ^KMsibie  that 
they  should.  Very  considerable  imprOTonent 
has  taken  ]»lace  on  that  line;  but  still  it  Is  acknow- 
ledged to  be  in  a  very  defective  condition. 

2742.  The  report  which  you  referred  to  as 
givirit,'  tlic  mean  of  the  mossnLres  botween  Cal- 
cuttu  aud  Agra  shows  also  the  mean  Ijclwecn 
Calcutta  aud  Bombay.  1  liavc  taken  that  out, 
and,  adding  the  two  iuRether,  1  find  that  the 
mean  time  is  about  two  days  between  Calcutta 
and  Bombay,  so  that  there  wouid  he  also  a  delay 
of  two  days  between  Calcutta  and  Bombay  i — ^1 
make  it  out  to  be  49  hours.  That  statement 
shows  the  maximum  times  and  the  minimnm 
timc»,  and  it  aku  gives  the  maximum  averages 
And  ^e  minimum  averages  ibr  the  last  three 
months:  nnd  if  you  add  tho!>e  two  together 
according  to  my  calculation  it  would  be  49  liours. 

2743.  Therefore  there  is  a  delay  in  India  be- 
tween Kurrachee  and  Bombay  of  about  a  couple 
of  days  on  the  average,  and  there  is  also.a  delay 
between  Bombay  and  Calcutta  of  about  a  oottple 
of  days  ? — That  was  in  1 H64. 

S744.  In  the  same  e\idence  it  is  stated  that 
the  working  of  the  Bombay  and  Calcutta  line 
was  very  unsatisfactory  at  the  time  tlic  witness, 
Mr.  Kniuht,  left  India,  wJueh  waa  not  very  long 
agOjfo  that  Mr.  Grimston  was  not  so  very  far  wrong 
in  saying  that  there  was  as  much  delay  in  India 
as  on  tliis  side  ? — L  never  had  the  smallest  idea 
of  concealing  the  defects  of  the  Indian  system ; 
they  are  acknowledged,  everybody  acknowledges 
them;  hut  T  think,  considering  that  it  is  so  bad, 
that  there  is  no  occasion  to  make  it  out  worse ;  if  it 
is  only  one-half  as  had  as  the  Turkish  administra* 
tion  there  is  no  oerasirm  to  say  that  it  i-  riuite  as 
bad.  Nobody  defends  tlic  1  uUiau  uJiidiiistrutiuu ; 
ever)  body  says  that  it  lequircs  great  improve- 
ment,  an<i  it  is  zeoaving  very  great  impvovft- 
ment^ 

274.').  T  understand  you  that  those  improve- 
ments which  Colonel  Uubinson  has  introduced 
under  hia  new  •dmnustntion,  have  not  yet  had 
tioM  to  ehov  didr  full  rnmltiP— They  caa 


scarcely  be  said  to  be  carried  out ;  eventually  diat 
will  be  the  case,  as  the  Government  approve  <i 
them  all,  but  it  takes  some  tune  to  get  mem  into 
operation;  for  instance,  the  mere  increasing  of 
the  piguallers  from  820  to  1,020  takes  some  time; 
they  would  not  be  fit  for  their  work  immediately; 
tlicy  Would  require  some  traitiing,  and  the  first 
ijtep  would  be  to  put  them  into  the  tRiinitig 
schools.  All  I  have  contended  for  is,  that  for  the 
last  18  months  the  Government  of  India,  being 
ative  to  the  defects  of  its  management,  have  be«n 
doinj;  every  thing  ii  was  possiulo  tfaataOorcn* 
meut  could  do  to  remedy  tbem. 

2746.  They  have  disoov«red  tiiat  for  the  hit 
seven  or  eight  years  thinps  have  been  very  badly 
managed,  and  they  have  taken  Bie^  to  improve 
them?— Great  improvements  have  taken  place 
during  the  last  18  month?;  and  I  say  (hut  it  'n 
during  that  time  that  the  Government  have  set 
tbcmsclvcs  heartily  to  work  to  improve  matters. 

2747.  Sir  JJenrif  MeaoiinwH,}  xou  stated,  I 
think,  that  in  Major  Champain's  Report  we  Aall 
find  all  the  details  of  the  Improvements  mthe 
workii^  of  the  Turkish  line  ? — Xou  will  get  all 
the  inrormalion  that  is  to  be  had  upon  tiie  mh- 
ject. 

2748.  But  are  we  to  undcrt^tand  that  that  re* 
fers  both  to  the  question  of  dgnallers  and  uf 
improvcil  insulators,  and  an}'  alteration  in  Uie 
management  of  the  line;  are  oil  those  details 
given  r—  I  am  speaking  merely  of  the  Turkish 

rirtiou.  I  read  the  report  a  day  or  two  ago,  bat 
should  not  like,  without  looking  at  it  again,  to 
say  whether  those  details  are  here  or  not.  A? 
far  as  Irei^llect,  the  construction  did  not  require 
any  improvement;  I  heUeve  it  is  in  averjfik 
state ;  what  was  wanted  waa,  an  improvemeiitiR 
the  personnel. 

2749.  It  was  stated  to  the  Committer  in  eri* 
dence  by  Mr.  Greener,  that  there  was  not  only 
a  great  defect  in  respect  of  the  signallers,  bnt 
also  lu  the  emjilovment  of  poreeluin  iiisukitoi's 
and  in  the  direction  of  the  line ;  aud  that  aU 
those  points  require  rectification  before  the  Uns 
can  be  ennsidercd  iu  working  order.  Have  tbofc 
points  been  taken  iut<i  ctmsideratiun  ? — 1  do  not 
think  that  much  attention  has  been  drawn  to 
those  jKtints ;  I  think  it  is  chiefly  In  the  nian^S" 
ment  of  the  line  that  iiuproveiueiit  has  taken 
place. 

2750.  With  regard  to  the  pressure  which  70a 
state  to  be  put  ufion  the  Porte  by  Lord  Lyoui, 

is  there  any  official  eorrc8j)ondence  ujxni  ilie  poI)- 
jcct  which  can  be  put  in  belore  the  Committee? 
—I  think  it  is  scarcely  of  a  ehameter  to  be  nade 

public. 

2751.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  tlie  provisiou* 
of  the  Convention  with  the  Turkish  Govemmellt 
arc  at  present  fairly  carried  out  ? — At  this  mo- 
ment tlicy  are  fairly  carried  out ;  but  even  now 
there  is  eonsideralde  room  for  improvement. 

2752.  Still  vou  think  that  thev  ace  fairly  csr- 
ried  out? — I  do  not  think  that  there  is  anything 

of  which  we  luive  nmeh   ri^ht  to  eomplain.  I 

3uef:tion  whether  the  Turkish  b  not  as  well  con- 
incted  Juat  now  as  die  Austrian  administratioa i* 

trenerallv. 

27 JX  Is  there  any  black  mail  at  jirescnt  paiil 
upon  the  line  t<»  the  Arab  tribc.-^  ? —  1  think  there 
is,  but  I  am  not  quite  sure ;  I  think  Mr.  Greener 
^ves  evidence  upon  that  point. 

2754.  The  line  from  Bagdad  to  Fao  was  Wd 
down  by  British  officers,  was  it  not  ?— Yes. 

S750.  And  tJie  matuial  was  suiiidied  \ff  th* 
BritUh  Gonraniiiittit?— Jut  10. 

S7ML  Bm 


BBLSCT  COXMITTBB  OH  BAST  IKDIA  COVMClftCATlOire. 


/// 


9756.  Has  the  British  Government  ever  been 
rdmburted  by  the  Porte  tVn-  tliat  outlay,  cither 
bv  a  money  payment  or  by  ciirryiu;^  the  value  of 
tie  mc3«agefl  to  account  ? — The  Protocol  of  20 
(Mtob«r  1863i  provide*  tint  re-imburaenoent 
eholl  be  made  iicoording  to  *  special  arrangemeiit 
to  be  Ci^tablishcd  subsequently.  I  am  not  aware 
tbtaay  such  arrangement  liaa  yet  been  made ; 
bdtif  Mt,  it  is  now  quite  time  that  Bomething 
ibould  be  settled. 

2757.  At  present,  are  you  aware  whether 
Colonel  Kemball,  the  Consul  General  and  Bri- 
A<;eut  at  Bagdad,  is  authorised  to  exercise 
»nv  general  i>uperintendcnce  over  that  portion  of 
the  line ;  he  superintended  the  execution  of  it, 
iwt  I  mean  with  regard  to  the  mainteiuiace  of  it? 
—Et  certainly  does  exercise  a  sort  of  superin^ 
tendencc.  Imt  wliother  it  is  merely  liis  influence 
with  the  Pasha  which  enables  him  tQ  du  so  1  can- 
not lay .  AVe  c<iul<l  give  him  no  ontbority  to  do 
it ;  it  could  merely  m  bjr  lua  personal  inflaeaice 
witii  the  Pashn. 

S758.  Admitting  that  h«  doeSj  lltrongh  hia 
position  with  the  Faslia,  exercise  a  {reneral  su* 
perintcndence  over  tliat  portion  of  the  line,  it 
tkHiil']  be  iutercstiiifT,  would  it  not,  to  tc.^t  the 
itktive  working  oi  tiie  two  portions  that  is  to 
m,  the  ^Knrtion  between  Bagdad  and  Fao,  over 
irL'  h  a  Ivuropcan  officer  has  the  ^'t'neral  super- 
intendence with  the  portion,  between  Bagdad 
mi  Csnfltantinople,  over  which  no  sooh  superin- 
tefKlfCi^c  exist.s  ? — I  should  thluk  so. 

it^'j.  Arc  you  able  to  give  the  Committee  any 
ioformstion  with  regard  to  the  relative  working 
of  the  two  portions  r— I  should  think  that  one  or 
tw  of  the  witnesses  who  have  been  examined 

could  do  so.  I  should  think  Mr.  Greener  enuhl. 
Of  course  we  have  not  had  reports  with  resard 
to  the  working  of  specific  portionii  of  the  un«i 
We  are  only  tM  K  long  a  message  taJces  in 
oonung  the  whole  dii>tanoe. 

'iim- 1 .  Has  the  question  «v«r  heen  conndered 
of  snpplcmcntinrj  the  convention,  nccordtng  to 
ttc  express  provisiou  m  the  convention,  by  the 
introduction  of  come  more  stringent  provitsions 
vith  regard  to  the  employment  of  British  sig- 
isOm?— It  certainly  has  been  conndered,  but 
I  do  not  recollect,  for  the  moment,  tl»c  preeise 
tennu  of  the  convention  that  provide  lor  its 
iting  supplemented  in  that  way.  When  the 
lurklbh  fine  wa.'?  .so  very  badly  mauafx.'d,  \v<i  had 
prutio^aiB,  which  originated  with  Colonel  Stewart, 
and  were  afterwards  taken  up  hy  Major  Cham- 
Vun,  which  contemplated  the  transfer  of  the 
xnrkidh  line  either  to  the  British  Government, 
tr  to  British  officers,  or  to  a  British  company ; 
ttd  Jligor  Champain  sent  in  a  proposal  to  toe 
(NBoe,  recommending  that  sometliing  of  the 
kinrl  should  be  considered ;  but  before  any  steps 
were  taken,  it  was  suggested  by  the  foreign 
Office  that  Major  ChamiMun  should  go  out  to 
Turkey  to  ace  liow  the  lines  really  were  and  wfiat 
they  required;  aud  he  had  accordingly  heen  sent 
out  for  the  purjwse  of  getting  reports  from  hira 
St  to  the  working  of  the  lines.  ^^''heQ  he  got 
to  Constantinople,  however,  he  found  that  such 
*n  improvement  had  taken  iilaee  that  there  was 
little  to  inquire  abouL  Thiugs  are  going  on 
well  enough  if  the  improvement  will  only  last" 

27G2.  The  (piestion  before  us  i.s  e.--|<erl;i.!lv 
tlut of  ^rmanence,  is  it  not? — Prceisclv  ;  ami 
li^  Cham  pain  certainly  hat*  very  ^reat  mis- 
giTings"  to  it?-  |irn!ianenee.  Every  tiling  de- 
i)«ndK  upon  nhu  iiuppens  to  be  at  tbe  head  of 
tiis  Tel^p:e^  Depvtancn^  and  on  what  in- 


fluenoe  he  has  with  the  Secretary  for  Fovef^ 

Aft'nir«>.  and  ^o  nii,  so  that,  there  can  be  no  cer^ 

taioly  uLuut  the  matter. 

2763.  Tl>e  provision  to  which  I  refer  Is  jwrt 
of  the  16th  Article,  whicli  says,  ^'cvcrtlMless 
the  high  contractiDg  parties  may  introduce  into 
if"  (that  iiH,  Into  the  convention  ).  •  according  ad 
necessity  may  require,  such  modifications  as  may 
he  considered  by  common  agreement  to  be  useful 
and  IndisiiciifaLle."  Are  flio  Committee  to  under- 
stand that  uo  £uch  modihcutions  have  been  in- 
troduced?— Xo.  Mutual  agreement  is  reiiuircd; 
we  cannot  insist  upon  anything  of  the  kind; 
it  must  be  by  mutual  consent.  The  feeling  here, 
both  in  our  Office  and  the  Foreign  Office,  waa 
tliat  pre^ure  might  be  brou^jrht  to  bear  upon 
the  Torktsh  Govemmedt  if  it  were  nccessarVf 
but  thiit,  of  C'urse,  It  wonhl  bc  better to  setUo 
the  thing  d  C amiable  if  {mssible. 

2764.  With  regard  to  the  Turko-Ruseian 
line,  you  have  stated  tiiat  a  eertiun  ntnnber  of 
uiCtiBiiges  are  still  sent  tlirough  lluiisid  by  the 
Busso-Persian  line? — I  do  not  think  tliat  any 
have  been  sent  lately ;  they  wore  some  time 
ago,  when  Major  Champain's  report  was  made. 

2765.  Are  you  aware  that  any  nic.-^.-snire.s  are 
sent  tbe  other  way  from  India  and  Persia,  that  is, 
from  Teheran  by  the  Russian  line  instead  of  by 
the  Turldsh  line? — I  think  it  i-*  not  all  imjuo- 
hable  that  some  have  heen  sent  lately ;  because 
I  saw,  a  short  time  airo.  a  letter  from  Mr.  Walton, 
the  director  of  the  .^iekran  line,  speaking  of  what 
was  then  the  still  continued  mismanagement  of 
the  Turkish  line,  and  saying  that  it  was  an  extra- 
ordinary thinff  that  messsges  were  not  sent  by 
the  Russian  nne,  and  askmg  for  authority  from 
the  Bombay  Government  to  send  them  that  way. 

2766.  Would  it  not  be  in  the  discretion  of  tlio 
officer  at  Teheran  to  send  a  message  tiirongh  tii0 
Russian  line,  without  havin;];  cxpres?  orders  to 
that  effect  from  India? — J  shoukl  think  not.  I 
should  thbk  that  messwes  arc  labelled  in  Indian 
as  they  arc  here,  to  jr"  hy  particular  routes;  but 
1  am  uot  certain  U[juu  that  point. 

2767.  We  arc  talking  now  of  the  Persian  HttCr 
Messages  would  run  up  to  Teheran,  undor  any 
<ttrenmstance4,  because  there  the  lines  diverge; 
they  would  *ro  hy  Tabriz  to  Rn&siu,  or  they 
would  go  by  Bagdad  to  Constantinople  'i — Yes. 

2768.  Is  it  competent  to  the  officer  in  charge 
of  the  office  at  Teheran  to  dirert  inc??a:^e'?  hy  tliat 
line  or  the  other,  according  as  Itc  may  think  best  ? 
— He  could  only  do  it  upon  his  own  responsi- 
bility, acting  for  the  best,  if  he  did  so.  It  would 
be  rather  for  the  officer  at  Fao  or  Bushirc  to  de- 
termine by  which  route  a  message  should  go, 
whether  by  the  Turki{>b  branch  or  the  Persian 
branch.  But,  of  course,  officers  must,  in  the 
present  state  (if  the  line,  take  a  great  deal  iipon 
themselves;  and  if  one  line  were  blocked  up  they 
would  not  hesitate  to  send  hy  x\n-  other. 

2769.  With  regard  to  the  Enmpcnn  liuc,  you 
are  aware,  are  you  not,  that  there  is  an  inter* 
nalaoiuil  convention  between  all  the  Continental 
powers  with  regard  to  telegraphic  messages  from 
Brussels,  I  believe,  to  the  Turkish  frontier? — 
Just  so. 

2770.  And  that  tlie  British  Government  is  no 
party  to  that  convention? — So  I  understand. 

2771.  That  is  because  the  tclegrafih  lines  aro 
not  in  tlie  h:ui<ls  of  the  British  (iovcmment,  but 
merely  in  tlse  hands  of  private  companies;  but  do 
yon  not  think  tiiat  it  would  be  both  pn:  iUc  and 
desirable  that  the  British  Government,  acting  for 
the  companies,  should  he  a  party  to  that  conven* 

U  tioa; 
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TV.T.      tloQ;  would  it  not  improve  the  poeitinn  of  the 
ThonUout   telegratih  oom^MuiieB  in  their  oonuutuiicatioiui 
ISsq*      vlth  the  Foreign  Oovemments? — That  is  the 

—   opinion  of  the  Government  of  India.    In  sonic 

15  May  very  recent  correspondence  which  we  have  re- 
186(1.  ceivcd  from  the  Government  of  India,  they  mit 
that  it  \vo!ild  be  very  desimlilf  tliat  Bome  eucn 
comaiun  understanding  shuuhl  he  come  to  ;  at 
present  tJicy  are  out  of  ilw  pule  of  that  conven- 
tion; but  thej  do  think  it  very  de»irable  that 
aome  (o^end  ttmmgement  shonld  he  made  wfaieh 
ahould  ci>mprehcnd  them. 

2772.  Mr.  JUarsh.}  I  think  you  stated  that  the 
pay  given  to  tboee  bajt  in  India  is  from  SOt  to 
70/.  ;i-year;  are  they  uativen  or  l']iii\p|)cans? — 
Th<  y  are  arranged  in  thi-ec  classes ;  good,  infe- 
rior, and  i udid'erent.  * 

2773-4.  But  are  they  natives  or  Eiirfij;rans  ? — 
They  may  be  one  or  the  other.  A  certain  number 
of  them  are  Eurasians,  a  certain  number  arc 
natives,  and  a  certain  number  are  Europeans ;  I 
-dunk  120  are  Eiiropeani. 

2775.  Are  all  tlic  nn  ^-sapes  »ent  in  English 
tlirough  India?— Entirely,  1  believe. 

2776.  Doe«  not  that  prevent  native  messages 

going,  to  a  certain  extent :  and  would  it  not  tic 
etter  to  send  them  iu  Hiudostanee  ? — One  would 
think  fo  if  it  were  possible;  but  perhaps  they 
would  not  go  so  correctly. 

2777.  Do  not  you  think  that  there  would  be 
more  tniflic  npon  the  linea,  and  that  the  tch- 

Eaph  would  be  more  u«ed  if  it  wa«  used  in  the 
iguagc  of  the  country  rather  than  in  a  foreign 
language  ? — I  am  not  able  to  say  how  the  native 
merchuuid  keep  thuir  books,  or  what  language 
they  use  in  their  oorreepondenoe. 

2778.  How  can  you  account  for  pome  of  the 
V«^age8  from  Bombay  to  Calcutta  being  as  long 
as  nine  days,  and  on  the  aTerage  two  days;  what 
4KU  be  the  mismanagement  wbich  should  make 
^em  so  long  in  going  ? — Tt  is  very  bad  unques- 
tionably ;  there  ran  be  no  dispute  about  thaL 

2779.  Is  it  from  mere  general  wickedness?— 
I  have  already  explained  WKt  I  have  never  been 
in  India,  and  thnt  my  knowledge  is  entirely 
derived  from  oorrespondcnce  and  convcreation, 
«ad  I  therefore  CaiOUlit  answer  such  a  question 
as  til  at.  I  hava  no  peiaonal  knowledge  of  the 
Bubject. 

27^(1.  ^Ir.  Jt/rfdU.']  "Woiihl  you  pnt  it  in  this 
way,  that  probably  the  natives  would  use  the 
telegraph  a  good  deal  more  if  their  own  messages 
were  ret  ei\ed  in  the  native  Jan2;nago.  which  aaa 
nothing  to  do  with  the  mode  in  which  they  would 
be  transmitted  by  the  wire? — I  do  not  know 
whether  it  would  be  kafe  l"(»r  them  to  allow  tiie 
telegraph  clerks  to  translate  them. 

2781.  Supposing  a  private  company  were 
undertaking  toe  work  for  the  conTe;.ience  of  the 
public,  is  it  not  probable  that  they  would  under- 
take to  receive  me-^agcs  in  the  native  language 
and  transmit  them  in  any  way  which  was  most  desi- 
rable, and  would  not  mat  meet  a  great  want  on 
the  uart  of  the  natirCH? — I  sljould  imagine  tlmt 
a  telegraph  comjmiiy  would  do  what  it  thought 
was  most  conducive  to  its  own  interest ;  but  it 
might  not  judge  rightlv,  or  its  own  interei^t  and 
the  }>ul>lic  interest  might  not  prove  identical. 

2782.  You  mentioned  that  you  thought  tliat 
Iho  proceedings  of  the  Government  to  improve 

telegraj  h  had  not  been  bfloeneed  by 
apiwintment  of  this  Ci  nnnitree  on  account  of 
Idajor  Champain  having  proceeded  to  Turkey 
bdbre  the  Committee  was  appointed.  Are  >oa 
^  aware  that  Major  Chnmpain  was  present  at  n 
difiopsiun  at  the  Society  of  Engineei^j  at  which 


the  proeecdinjis  of  the  Government  were  con- 
demaed,  and  an  intimation  was  given  that  this 
Committee  would  he  appointed  and  the  dafecti 
of  the  whole  of  the  telegraph  system  pointed  out? 
— i  recollect  the  meeting,  and  that  ilajor  Cha». 
^n  was  there.  I  do  not  recollect  that  what 
you  alluded  to  was  mentioned,  but  if  ?o,  I  was 
wrong  in  what  I  stated.  Major  Ciiaiupuln  must 
in  that  cat«e  have  known  that  the  Conmuttee  WIS 

Snng  to  meet,  but  at  the  same  time  i  am  peiw 
etely  conrinced  that  it  was  not  any  fear  of  tl^ 
Commit  tec  which  influenced  tlie  Turlvivh  Go- 
vernment. I  am  quite  sure  that  it  was  the  pies- 
rare  brought  to  bear  u[>on  them  by  our  ambis* 
aadrar  at  the  instance  of  the  India  oflico. 

2783.  Have  you  considered  what  public  ad- 
vantage would  ensue  if  the  main  lines  of  tele- 
graph in  India  were  brought  into  harmony  with 
the  main  lines  of  railway  commuokatiun  ?  —  I 
have  not  a  doubt  that  it  wooid  be  a  very  gnst 
improvement. 

2784.  Do  not  you  think  tibat  ultimately  alltke 
arrangements  and  organisation  lioth  of  ti'adc  and 
of  Government,  must  settle  down  iu  India  upoa 
the  main  lines  of  railway  eomnuinicatiou  ?  —  I 
cannot  dnuht  tliat  along  every  line  of  niliniiy 
there  will  1x5  a  line  of  telegrajih. 

2785.  If  all  the  communications,  both  oom- 
merciul  and  official,  proceed  upon  the  basis e£  the 
main  lines  of  railway,  must  it  not  be  of 
benetit  if  the  telegraph  system  were  placed  ii\m 
the  same  busis  i — I  nave  not  the  smallest  doubt 
that  wherever  there  b  a  nulway  there  will  bet 
telegraph,  but  tliere  may  he  telegiaphe  when 
tliere  are  no  railways. 

2786.  Would  it  not  ba  of  great  importanos 
that  those  part^  oftlic  country  which  are  not  Itn- 
inediiifely  npon  a  tele^jraph  line  should  bebruuglit 
into  oomnuinication  with  the  railway  line  by 
telegraphs  from  the  neatest  etations,  rather  than 
by  an  independent  system  of  telegraph  as  at  pre- 
sent?—  If  I  nndcr.-tHnd  the  cjuc^tinn,  I  lieiievc 
that  it  would  be  desirable  to  connect  the  tele- 
graphs and  the  railway  lines. 

2787.  Would  it  not  be  desirable  to  have  the 
maiu  lines  of  telegraph  on  tiie  raiiwny  lines,  and 
have  othn  telegraphic  communications  subMnb- 
ing  to  those  mam  lines? — I  do  not  think  it  neces- 
sarily follows  that  a  line  which  may  be  the  best 
for  a  railway,  would  ahvaya  be  the  be.st  f(»ra 

laelegraph.  Xa  the  case  of  a  telecraph,  what  is 
desirable,  is  that  you  should  have  the  ehorteet  lin 

between  two  [ilaci  ?,  ^\]u'roa^  in  the  case  of  a  rail- 
way it  may  be  desirable  to  diverge  vetjf  math 
from  the  etraig^itest  line  m  order  to  take  m  pleMa 
of  commercial  impr>rtanrp. 

2788.  Coueiderrng  that  time  ia  scarcely  to  be 
counted  in  telegraph  messages,  is  it  of  any  im- 
portanoe  that  the  telegraph  line  eboold  1^  the 
shortest  in  point  of  length? — Very  little,  ee»> 
tainly. 

2789.  Is  it  nut  therefore  of  much  greater  im- 
portance that  thegen«al  line  of  telegraph  should 
follow  the  most  used  line  of  communication  for 
all  other  matters  ! — I  do  not  tliiuk  there  can  be  a 
doubt  that  the  telegraphs  should  be,  as  far  IS 
poeaible,  coincident  with  the  railways ;  if  it  were 
merely  for  the  convenience  of  repairs,  that  would 
be  a  sufficient  reason. 

2790.  It  would,  in  the  first  instance^  secure  the 
great  main  linea  of  eomnnaieatbn  bdng  atwa^ 

rilieient? — It  would  tend  to  do  80. 

U791.  Having  a  basis  of  efficient  Hues,  would 
it  not  also  be  desirable  tliat  all  the  rest  of  tele- 
rjraphic  communication  in  India  h^honld  be  hy 
branches  from  the  main  lines  of  communication, 

rather 
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Ttthcr  than  by  an  independent  system? — Suppos- 
in>;  Tb:it  the  svfitein  of  raihvays  were  sufficiently 
ONapkto,  it  might  be  lo  ;  but  it  would  not  at  ail 
ftlbir  tint  tlie  trndn  tftiem  of  telegraphs  ahoiild 
be  confined  to  imjtei-fect  a  ^^ystem  M  tlie  pre- 
lent  system  of  indiiui  railways. 

S792.  Considering  thnt  they  will  be  the  main 
tnink*  of  communication,  W  Mild  it  not  be  far 
^ttcr  that  bntQch  telegraph  Hues  should  go  from 
A»  ndlwajr  stations,  so  as  to  fellow  that  whioh 

n'll  ^n'ciinu'  flu'  general  channel  of  cnnimunici^ 
Bou  in  the  country  ( — So  far  as  it  is  possible. 

2793.  Take,  for  exAmplc,  the  tclcj;raph  from 
B'lujliay  to  Indorc ;  ymi  nb-ci  vf  that  at  present 
U  i«  a  direct  lino  foUowiix^  the  railway,  and  oon- 
ndetii^i;  that  the  whole  orthe  traffic  mm  Indore 
wil!  come  <l<i\vn  updii  the  railway,  wr.iilil  It  not 

an  iuiint-M-c  public  advantage  tliat  ilie  tele- 
gruyliic  <.''  uuuuiuicatu>n  to  Indore  s^hould  be  by  a 
lifaDch  from  the  ueare&t  station  riri  the  railway 
|o  Iflilore  ? — I  should  think  so,  aupi)03ing  that 
thft  telegraph  stopped  at  Indore* 

2794.  SupiJualog  that  you  ptirsued  the  Agra 
ciMii  lur  :^0u  miies,  considering  thaX  your  com- 
— nirafion  with  Bombftjr  would  still  m  thrmtth 
ladorc  upon  the  railway,  would  It  not  be  eqnafiy 
advuitageous  tliat  the  line  of  telegraph  should 
Bunue  that  line  of  comiuiiuu  atiou,  and  still  be 
ttwoht  in  oonneotioa  with  the  railway  iu  the 
HeiMddB  Talley? — ^In  that  eiM  70a  would  be 
QITucd  from  tlic-  line  of  railway. 

2795.  Would  it  be  an  advantage  that  the  ^e- 
uettl  mode  of  communicating  with  the  district 
aijrtli  of  Indore  should  etill  be  thnm^'i  Indoro 
aoU  thu  railway  ? — I  do  uuL  quite  uuderHtand 
hov  that  could  possibly  be,  because  there  it  no 
ntlway  from  Indore  to  Bombay ;  3rou  would 
hate  a  telegraph  from  the  nearest  point  of  the 
caiivray  to  ln<lore  for  riic  purp(i>cs  of  Indore,  but 
St  does  not  Jbllow  that  it  would  be  deairable  to 
wmtinue  the  telegra{)h  from  Indore  either  to 
Airra  or  anywiiere  eUc.  It  seems  to  me  much 
better  tu  take  our  Great  Indian  Peuinsulur  Rail- 
way, as  far  as  it  goes. 

2790.  W  i';|if  it  not  he  a  i^rcat  ]juljlic  advaa- 
Ugc  that  a  Luuiiu y  which  ij  u<jL  iiiuucdiultily  on 
a  r^lway  should  be  connected  by  telegraph  with 
lbs  nearest  railway  station,  and  so  with  the  gene^ 
nl  aystem,  rather  than  by  any  other  means,  in- 
umuch  as  all  those  parsons  wlio  live  in  that  dis- 
trict will  practically  Qomnuinicate  with  the  rest 
of  lndi»  through  the  nearest  railway  station  ? — 
That  would  ho  a  reason,  1  think,  fur  ooimcfting 
places  ou  either  oidc  of  the  railway  wiiii  ihc  rail- 
way line  of  ttdegraph  ;  but  it  does  not  at  all  fol- 
low that  it  would  be  desirable  to  continue  the 
branch  lines  of  telegraph  further  than  the  places 
vhich  in  the  first  instance  they  touched. 

2197.  Would  it  not  be,  ou  the  Siime  principle, 
desirable  to  extend  the  lines  of  telegra[ih  as  far 
as  the  lines  of  communication  extend  in  connec- 
tioa  with  the  railway  stations;  supposing,  for  in- 
stance, yon  take  a  place  300  miles  on  tne  Agm 
road,  north  nf  Indore,  would  imt  any  person  in 
that  station  wishing  to  come  to  Bombay,  or  wish- 
ing to  go  to  Calcutta,  or  to  go  to  any  part  of 
I'l'l'a,  cither  fj;a  up  to  xVgra,  fir  come  down  that 
THiiway  below  Liidore ;  would  not  that  be  the 
line  of  comniunieation  both  for  {tossengers  and 
fat  all  merchandise  i*^ In  all  probability  it 
woold. 

27&S.  Is  it  not,  therefore,  desir:djlo  tliat  tho 

line  of  telegraph  should  follow  the  general  lioet 
rfwMBnnlfl>ti«m,  mi4  tltal^  it  thovm  go  ihei«- 


fore  to  the  Agra  station,  or  to  a  station  on  the 
Circat  Junction  Peninsular  Railway  ? — I  do  not 
think  that  follows  as  a  matter  of  course:  for 
Ae  Tery  same  reason  for  which  it  is  desirable 
to  have  a  line  of  telegraph  from  t!ie  neare.^t 

foint  of  the  Cireat  Indian  Peninsuhir  line  to 
ndorc,  it  would  be  desirable  to  make  n  line  o£ 
telegraph  from  the  ncarcFt  point  of  the  railway 
to  the  town  that  jou  aie  speaking  of,  300  miles 
north  of  Indore,  instead  of  continuing  the  Un0 
from  Indore  to  that  place.  Supposing  the  place 
were  only  100  miles  from  the  radway,  it  would  be 
much  iietter  to  make  a  branch  from  the  railway 
to  that  particular  pUwe  than  to  make  a  line  3(X> 
nUes  long  from  Indore  to  tint  plaee. 

279'J.  \V<inld  it  not  be  better,  even  at  the  ex- 
lienne  of  a  considerable  increase  of  the  length  ot 
the  telegraph  Hnes,  that  India  should  be  supplied 
with  tctetrraplis  Jiv  branch  lines  from  the  m.-iin 
trunk  liu«»  of  railway  communication  than  bj" 
any  other  means,  having  regard  to  the  convent^ 
ence  of  the  gcnoral  [mlilir.  seeing  tlutt  tho 
general  public  will  couimunicate  throngli  the 
railways  ? — It  being  admitted  that  the  most  de- 
sirable thing  is  that  the  main  lines  of  railway- 
shall  be  coincident  with  the  main  lines  of  tele* 
graph,  it  wi)id<l  apjjcar  to  be  desirable  that  in 
order  to  connect  any  place  olf  the  main  line  with 
the  main  telegraph  line,  you  should  make  ft 
branch  line  from  the  neairest  pomt  of  the  nuda 
line. 

2800.  Therefore,  the  Goremment  of  India 
having  chosen  to  lay  out  the  greater  jiart  of  their 
telegraph  system,  or  nearly  the  whole  of  it,  wholly 
irrespective  of  the  railways,  \vould  appear  to  have 
kid  It  out  in  disregard  to  the  public  interests 
I  do  not  think  that  the  premises  would  be  ad- 
mitted ;  because  if  you  look  at  the  map  you  will 
see  that,  to  a  verv  great  extent,  the  lines  of  tele- 
graph are  coinciJent  with  the  lines  of  railway. 

2H01.  Is  that  the  ca?c,  cxeept  in  the  Valley  of 
the  Goi^cs  ? — Certainly,  that  was  my  impres^ioa 
when  1  Moked  at  the  rmp. 

2802.  Is  tlierc  any  line  of  tch?;^rajih  coineident 
with  the  railway ci'r — I  am  very  mueli  mi-taken  if 
the  line  between  Calcutta  and  Delhi  is  nol  for» 
considerable  distance  coincident  with  the  railway. 

2803.  Is  it  coincident  with  the  railway,  or  is  it 
on  a  'different  roitte  f — My  impresnon  is  that  it  is 
eolneident,  but  I  do  not  like  to  speak  without 
having  the  map  before  me  j  still,  that  ia  my  im- 
presnon,  from  my  recoUeclion  of  the  mapb 

2H(i  l.  Dn  you  think  that  it  wa^*  a  pn»vident 
thing  oQ  the  part  of  the  Gbverameot,  haviiur  re- 
gard to  the  fact  that  yon  must  touch  at  Bonutt^r* 

or  rather  that  tlie  ilirect  line  nf  |)o;,tal  communi- 
cation between  India  and  Lugland  must  be  from 
Bombay,  to  make  no  line  of  telegraph  betweeit 
Bombay  and  C'ah  ni  ta  ? — There  is  a  Ime  between 
Bombay  and  Calcutta. 

2805.  Of  a  direct  character? — That  depends 
altogether  upon  cironmstanoes.  Soppo^ng  that 
there  was,  as  there  is,  a  line  of  nulway  all  the 

war  from  CaUuittft  to  Agra,  and  that  the  pruha- 
bility  was  that  there  would  be  no  direct  line  of 
nulwav  to  Bombay  for  10  or  15  ycatS,  it  might 
bo  wcfl  worth  the  while  of  the  Ciovern!n<"0  of 
India  t<»  m;ike  a  temporary  linealoug  the  railu  ay 
to  serve  during  the  interim. 

2806.  Would  not  it  have  been  better  for  the 
Government  to  have  laid  out  the  line  of  telegraph 
along  the  })roposed  line  of  railway  from  Bombay 
U>  Cslcutta,  so  that  it  could  be  adapted  to  tho 
nalway  aytttm  w  aoon  aa  the-  railir*^  was  made, 

US  instaad 
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J^'  instewl  of  their  having^  taken  a  course  which,  in 
■  F  order  to  niako  their  tclegrajjh  eystcm  efficient, 

122,'  would  involve  the  pulling  down  and  reconstruc- 
15  May  of  ncurly  the  w  lioU;  ot"  the  telegraph  syptein 

i609«  of  India?—!  thiok  it  16  quite  a  matter  of  calcu* 
Ifttioii.  To  show  what  1  mean,  I  would  tak« 
tlio  I'arallel  case  of  railways ;  uu'l  I  might 
Ask  whether  it  would  be  w!s(^  in  a  (iovcmmeut 
to  make  at  once  that  eort  ot'  dnrrdjlc  and  solid 
railway  wlsich  would  be  required  20  year-  lieuce, 
or  wktllier  it  might  not  be  prd'c ruble  to  make 
that  sort  of  cheap  American  railway  wliich  would 
suffice  till  traffic  was  fully  developed,  and  then 
at  the  end  of  15  or  20  years  to  have  a  substan- 
tial railway.  It  is  (juiu;  an  open  question,  and 
it  is  pust  the  earoc  with  regard  to  telegraphs. 
It  might  or  it  might  not  have  baen  T>ettcr  for 
the  Govtrmurnt  in  the  first  instance  to  have 
taken  tliat  line  which  would  eventaally  be  the 
fi^t  one,  instraid  of  taking  that  one  wbidi  for 
the  moment,  wouUt  lie  more  convt'tilont. 

2807.  Do  you  think  that  that  it,  u  sound  analogy 
considering  that  the  American  system  was  one 
which  was  devised  upon  the  basis  of  the  natuml 
product  of  timber  which  existed  upon  the  very 
lino  of  railway  in  lieu  of  laying  down  a  fclegraph 
line  in  which  you  bad  to  resort  entirely  to 
materials  to  behnmghtfrom  England,  and  every- 
thing being  of  an  exotic  iliar:n  t.  1? — Tlio  only 
analogy  which  I  pointed  out  as  existing  between 
them  was  in  the  comparative  advantages;  of  a  pep- 
manent  urrnngemeut  and  trniporary  expediency  ; 
that  was  all,  and  that  is  italiv  a  matter  of  calcu- 
lation which  depends  upon  circumstances ;  somC" 
times  one  plan  will  be  cheaper  in  the  end,  some- 
times  the  other. 

2808.  Can  it  be  said  then  to  be  a  temporary- 
expedient,  considering  that  it  has  been  so  exceed- 
ingly expensive ;  has  it  not  been,  on  the  contrary, 
as  regards  txpfn-^i',  a  sv^^tem  which  oun^ht  to  have 
been  permanent,  but  which,  aa  rt^rds  incapacity, 
lias  been  a  system  of  a  very  temporary  character? 
— I  do  not  myself  the  oonneotion  between 
expense  and  tcmpofurine^s. 

2809.  There  is  nothing  in  tlteii*  expenditure  io 
justify  the  idea  that  there  has  l»een  anytliiug  of  a 
temporary  expedient? — Ye*,  there  has,  in  this 
iiiaiiiu  r.  They  have  taken  a  line  to  Biunbny 
which  does  not  go  along  the  line  which  willhcre- 
rfter  be  traversed  by  the  railway,  and  it  is  cx- 
Cecdinjrly  pniliiblc!  that  when  the  railway  is 
finished  througiiout,  they  will  then  make  a  line 
of  telc^^raph  along  that  railway  and  that  that  future 
line  will  supersede  the  ('xl,'tin.r  on",  nnd  in  .^o  far 
the  present  line  may  be  caili  U  u  lempurary  one. 

2810.  In  conung  to  the  conclusion  tltat  it  is 
desirable  to  have  telegraphy  upon  the  basis  of 
the  main  lines  of  communication,  and  that  that 
telegraphy  wouM  lie  l)Oth  of  a  niilway  ami  cm- 
mercial)  as  well  as  of  a  Crovcramentul  character^ 
and  that  the  two  former  elements  wonld  greatly 
surja-d  in  nin^iiitnde  and  importance  the  latter; 
do  you  not  think  it  would  l^c  de->irnb]r>  to  place 
the  telegraphs  in  the  hand-i  <*f  a  -ci)aiati'  ICle- 
Craj)h  Company? — T  think  it  wmild  certainly  be 
desirable  to  place  the  railway  lulegraplis  in  the 
hands  of  a  telegi-aph  comjiany, 

2811.  Do  not  you  think  that,  conddertag  the 
difficulty  which  we  have  to  surmount  in  Tntltn  of 
the  enormous  cx])cnr;e  of  Einopcan  siijicrv  ision, 
itis  extremely  desirable  to  con«'entrate  our  efforts, 
and  to  obtun  efficiency  by  bringing  together  the 
tlirro  tlunient^  of  tlio  Government,  tlic  railway 
companies,  and  the  general  public,  into  one  line 
of  communicalMm?-— If  the  mMning  of  that  ques- 


tion ia,  whether  it  would  be  dearable  to  place  Utt 

Government  teU'<jriiiih?,  as  well  as  the  railwav 
telegraphs,  in  the  hands  of  a  private  company,  1 
should  say  that  it  was  exceedingly  doubtml  whe* 
tber  that  would  be  an  advisable  measure. 

2812.  Having  regard  to  economy  and  perma- 
ncMit  t'flicicncy,  and  to  the  fact  that  the  dovcm- 
ment  use  of  the  line  of  telegraph  is  not  sufficient 
to  maintain  it  in  a  state  of  high  working  efficiency, 
do  not  yon  think  that  it  i.s  dcf-Iraldc  to  conctn- 
tratc  the  whole  into  one  united  effort  ? — 1  think, 
on  the  contrary,  it  would  be  very  deurable  to 
have  iu  India  a  competition  between  a  Govern- 
ment telegraph  system  and  a  private  compaay'i 
telegraph  system.  I  think  it  is  exceedingly  pro> 
babie  that  the  existence  of  two  different  syslenw 
of  management,  dde  by  side,  would  produce  to 
eninlatloii  between  them,  put  them  luitli  utntn 
their  mettle,  would  compel  each  to  do  as  well  u 
it  eoold,  and  deprive  cither  of  any  exoase  for  not 
doing  as  well  as  the  dther,  and  in  that  manner  it 
seems  to  me  exceedingly  nrobablc  that  both  would 
work  infinitelj  better  than  if  all  the  the  tde« 
graphs  were  la  the  hands  of  one  company.  A 
private  company  in  India,  removed  by  some  thou- 
sands of  miles  from  its  hoard  of  management, 
and  having  a  monopoly,  would,  in  my  opinion, 
possess  no  supetiori^  OTOT  Government  agency, 
and  would  be  more  likelj  to  do  worae  thia 
better. 

2813.  Do  yon  think  that  any  advantage  ia 

gained  from  competition  where  tne  subject-mat- 
ter competed  for  is  uot  sufficient  to  sustain  the 
competing  parties  ? — Unquestionably  if  there  U 
not  traffic  enough  for  two  systems  of  manage* 
ment  it  would  uot  be  desirable  that  there  showd 
be  two. 

2814.  But  considering  that,  at  present,  the 
railway  companies  and  the  GrOT«mment  are 

("jually  snstainiug  a  great  ]o^? ;  is  there  any  rea- 
son for  £U]>|[>osin^  that  there  would  be  cuougk 
telegraphy  in  India  for  many  years  to  come'  t9 
pn.^tain  two  rnni]iet:n;x  ?yptrins? — It  is  very  pos- 
sible that  though  they  are  l)oth  sustaining  a  great 
loss,  and  there  is  no  doul)t  thai  the  Government 
are  stntaining  a  great  l(»ss,  though  it  is  also  re- 
ceiving a  very  large  revenue,  yet  I  think  it  is 
quite  open  to  question  wlu  tlier  the  rea,-,'>n  wliy 
SO  few  messages,  comparatively,  arc  scat  by  the 
telegraph  is,  not  because  the  management  is  w 
inditft'rent.  If  it  were  grentlj'  improved  it  is 
quite  possible  that  the  traffic  might  be  increased 
very  largely,  and  much  more  than  in  propOVtioiL 
It  i-^  (|ni(e  ix'S^ible  that  if  theie  \vcre  two  sys- 
t  ,'  u  vi  ielt  ^rajdis  iu  luuia,  and  that  they  were 
administered  well,  and  worked  well,  there  would 
be  traffic  enough  to  give  a  profit  to  both  parties. 

2615.  At  present,  it  wonld  seem  to  be  ia 
this  condition,  that  the  Goveriunent  are  ^Tia- 
rantecing  two  competing  parties  out  of  the  pub- 
lic revenne,  paying  the  loss  that  each  ooeasioos 
to  the  other y  — I  am  not  at  nil  defending  the 
present  system;  I  think  it  has  hitherto  been 
very  bad ;  and  I  think  it  very  desirable  (hst 
one  of  the  .'systems  of  telegraphy  should  be  tmu- 
ferrcd  to  n  jmvate  company. 

28 IG.  Still,  a  private  company,  exjiosed  to  the 
competition  of  the  Qoyerament,  would  be  in  a 
very  diflScnlt  position,  wonld  it  not,  especially 
when  the  Government  were  (|uitc  C4:)ntent  tn  go 
on  with  a  system  whieh  entailed  upou  it  a  loss  of 
lOO.OOOiL  a  year  ?— I  think  it  rather  an  assump- 
tion to  supjiose  that  the  Government  would  be  so 
content.  Sly  impression  is,  that  if  by  the  side 
of  the  OoTemment  line  «  line  were  worked  by 

private 
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private  enterpriflc,  GroTCrninent  wotild  not  be 
content  with  any  iriferloi'uy  (o  that  private  nia- 
nuemeot^  but  would  feel  bound  to  do  at  least  as 

2817.  D<)  yoti  think  that  it  would  he  possible 
for  any  private  c^iiipauy  exj>»*sc<l  to  tlx-  com- 
p«titioQ  of  the  Government  to  exist,  if  ii  v  i  ;it 
upon  the  basis  of  profit  and  ICS's  ? — That  deiieads 
upon  whether  the  Government  actts  resfardlessly 
of  profit  and  loss,  Thotiph  its  main  object  maj 
got  be  to  make  a  profit,  it  does  not  follow  that  it 
fooM  recklesdy  charge  any  fares  whatever. 

2818.  If  it  has  not  prcr^cnbed  for  it,  by  the 
exigency  iA  the  po»itionj  the  inevitable  results  of 
profit  and  lofla,  now  eonld  it  be  on  a  par  with  a 
private  company  ^rith  which  it  enters  into  com- 
ptjiiion?— I  do  not  know  why  the  Government 
should  !)(' i^tippo.sed  to  he  inttifferent  lo  gain.  I 
think,  in  all  ]irol):i})ility,  the  Government  would 
be  very  well  pleased  it"  live  telegraph  were  a  sub- 
ject of  ]'rtifit  to  them. 

S818.  Still,  as  a  natter  of  fact,  the  Govem- 
ocBtdoes  &regard  all  tlie  rraults  of  profit  and 
Iom;  and  do  not  wc  find  tliat  its  ideas  or  holies  of 
prafit  easily  slide  into  the  consideration  ot  loea, 
li^t  creatine  any  (Uatiurbanee  to  tiie  mind  of 
Hftedy? — JtitYj^ing  from  my  ovro.  ofBcial  cx- 

K'  Dce,  I  should  certainly  say  not.  I  find  the 
amment  of  India  coinphtining  bitterly  that 
iwne  of  their  irrigation  works  do  not  pay,  hccaupc 
tiiev  have  charged  too  low  watcr-ratcs ;  they  are 
lunentiD^  bitterly  that  they  made  a  mistaKe  in 
notdiiiging  aufiicient  rates  in  the  first  instance. 
Ibvenot  the  smallest  doubt  diat  iJie  QoTem- 
ment  of  India  are  sorry  ihat  tbe  telegraphe  do 
aotpay. 

St20.  Do  you  happen  to  know  that  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Great  Indian  Peninsular 
Company,  the  Government  nearly  ruined  tliat 
indertalting  by  enfofoiog  upon  it  ttoprofitaUe 


rates,  and  tbat  it  bas  been  w!l)i  tbe  greatest  pos- 
sible difficultv  that  the  directors  have  induced 
the  Government  to  recognise  commercial  prin- 
ciples in  carrying  it  on  ? — I  think  it  very  pro- 
bable that  the  Government  have  mado  nniny  mis- 
takes in  their  control  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
railway  companies  ;  but  I  did  not  know  that  the 
Government  had  nearly  ruined  the  Great  Indian 
Peninsular  Railway  :  on  the  coutraiy,  i  thought 
that  it  was  on  the  point  of  more  tluin  5  per  cent. 

2821.  That  is  in  consequcncet  is  it  not,  of  the 
railway  company  having  at  last  induced  the 
Government  to  reverse  its  proeeedin^fs  and 
policy? — I  rather  believe  tlmt  one  duel'  cause 
why  that  pardcolar  railway  did  not  at  first  pay 
better  than  it  did  was  because  there  were  not 
proper  arrangements  for  the  conveyance  of  traffic. 
I  recollect  that  you  yoareelf,  when  you  did  me 
the  hnnnnr  to  call  npon  mc,  nftcr  your  return 
from  India,  pointed  out  soiue  very  great  defects 
in  the  management  of  the  company. 

2822.  Chairman^  Is  any  oognizance  taken  in 
libe  India  Office  of  tbe  Hne  between  Diarbekir 
and  Alexandria  ?—  None  at  all.  We  know  of  its 
existence*  and  we  know  that  the  Turks  are  not 
in  a  conditi6n  to  work  it,  and  that  they  regret 
that  any  messages  should  have  hcen  eent  to  he 
forwarded  by  it.  I  hud  in  eomc  of  my  papers 
that  Agathon  Effendi  represented  either  to  oLt, 
Courtenay  or  to  Major  Champain  that  they  were 
not  in  a  condition  to  guarantee  the  efficiency  of 
that  line.  If  I  ree<^«ot  rij^tly»  it  ia  a  TurlddL 
government  line. 

S82S.  Have  y<Hi  got  with  you  a  copy  of  the 
Act  of  the  goverrnnent  of  India  regulatitig  the 
telegraphs? — Yes,  thi^  is  the  Act  of  I860,  for  re- 
gulntin<i;  the  establishment  and  management  of 
elect rie  tel^graplis  in  India.  (iVo&em^  fAe 
»ame  ). 


If.  r. 

Thornton, 
Esq. 

11166.. 


Colonel  Dakul  Geobos  Bobin80K«  Examined. 


ttM.  Mr.  StansfcldA  Yon  are  at  present  IK> 

lector  General  of  the  Indian  Telegraph  Depart- 
metit,  are  you  not? — Yes. 

2B25.  How  long  hu\  e  you  been  at  the  head  of 
lliat department  ? — Since  last  July. 

2826.  Great  dissatiefaction  has  been  expressed 
with  the  working  of  the  department  in  the  time 
previouelj  to  your  taking  charse  of  it? — Yes. 

3827.  To  what  do  yon  asenbe  tbe  defects  in 

t^ic  worlcing  of  the  system? — Partly  to  a  weak 
establishment,  weak  from  false  economy,  i.e. 
raderpaid,  and  too  few  in  number.  Partly  to 
the  peculiarities  of  India,  and  partly  to  being 
dependent  ou  lines  erected  with  great  rapidity. 
Buiag  the  mutimes,  the  tel^rnph  system  of 
^Prthem  India  was  greatly  injuned;  at  the  same 
time,  its  enoimous  value,  as  an  instrument  for 
ilical  and  military  jjurpose^  was  deuKnistratcd. 
he  result  was  the  e«tai»liHhmcnt  of  electric  com- 
wniieation  as  rapidly  us  possible,  on  any  kind  of 
nipjNirt,  the  perfecting  of  the  lines  being  left  to 
Mow.  This  reconstruction  ha«  since  been 
pnihed  on  without  stint;  but  it  has  had  much 
tn  contend  ajrain^t.  Ski!!!  1  la' ii^t  and  materials 
Cariuot  be  comuiandctl  in  iuuia,  and  much  lA'  tlic 
nuterial  sent  out  from  England,  though  well 
coited  to  the  climate  of  this  country^  has  proved 
ipnte  unfit  for  the  tropics  ;  e.  g.  the  beeeb  tops 

aaJ  p;  I  celun  insulators,  whieh  were  succeeded 

hjr  the  Brook  insulator,  aie  to  be  replaced  by 


sometlung  better.  I  must,  however,  observe  ^t 

I  fonnd  that  the  conijilaints  nf  the  puMie  press 

3 gainst  the  Indian  telegraph,  exaggerated;  in- 
eed  the  opinions  of  the  presH  in  India  cannot  bo 
accepted  without  reserve.  The  Government  of 
India  is  almost  despotic ;  the  pres*  of  India, 
therefore,  represents  the  opposition,  and  the  acts 
of  Government  are  the  pabulum  on  which  it 
feeds;  and  Government  servants  are  not  i^owed 
to  reply  to  personal  attacks:  it  follows  that  the 
|)ri  ss,  prctically  uncontradicted  and  irresponsible^ 
is  not  always  so  correct  nor  carefnl  in  its  accnsa* 
tions  as  it  ought  to  be. 

2828.  With  regard  to  the  psiy  of  those  cm- 
fdoyed  in  vour  department,  of  all  classea,  do  you 
consider  tuat  the  pay  is  now  arranged  on  a  satis- 
factory basis?— Yes,  I  think  it  is,  the  old  hands 
who  have  left  the  depnrtnienl  are  applying  to 
return,  those  who  are  there  express  themsSves 
very  well  pleased;  all  good  evidence  Aat  the 
salaries  arc  snf!l<  lent. 

2829.  Arc  you  able  to  get  efficient  and  reliable 
persons  for  the  pay  that  you  offiMr?— I  'tiiink  wo 
shall  do  so;  we  are  at  pre«pnt  in  want  of  rcernits; 
but  from  the  lact  of  those  who  have  left  the 
department  wishing  to  return,  I  think  we  sball 
get  men  without  dinicul^. 

2830.  In  speaking  of  ibe  actual  present  con- 
dition of  the  telegiaphie  system  of  India,  wliat 
results  should  you  say  are  already  obtained  ?-r- 


Col.  D.  a. 

Itol/iuioii. 


mifVTBa  at  svibehcis  takev  9btobs  m 


Col.  D.  Q,  The  adtninbtrativo  staff  have  now  their  hearts  ia 
Ugiuutmy  their  Wdik:  tlie  oilH are  fully  manned;  the 
'  sijjniiiiiTs  are  nut  u\ci  wwkeJ  ;  consequently, 
'^i^^^  niMef^tt  whilst  transmitted  with  greater  speeili 
ue  now  furor,  freo  from  wiatokea.  The  mer- 
ohftDts  of  Calcutta  toU  me  tliev  have  little  to 
corajilain  of,  provided  tlii  ii  cypher  messages  are 
not  interfered  with,  Thct»e  mesaage«  cannot  be 
-^longht  abouty  eoiucquently  cannot  be  oorreoted, 
consequently  come  witli  rnorp  ncc  uraoy  tliaii 
those  transmitted  iu  Eugiitfii  by  figualicrd  not 
well  acquainted  with  the  English  language.  I 
fully  e.vpert  tn  sen  t]ip  Indian  linett,  before  .Tunc 
1867,  equal  tu  any  iu  the  world, excepting  ^Yikere 
the  nhy^ical  difiicultica  of  thft  country  unpoia 
|iecmiar  obetadeti 

S8dl.  Do  you  refer  to  the  lystem  of  tele<;raphfl 
irU  India  as  a  system  exi^tiug  mainly  for  tlu'  ii.'^u 
9a4  benefit  oi  the  Government,  or  Ibr  the  ufic 
«nd  benefit  of  the  public  at  large?— I  tlunk  it 
\vns  (nii^truoted,  in  the  first  instance,  for  the 
Ciovct  tiuiuot ;  the  £rst  idea  wm  to  make  a  more 
speedy  communication  between  the  different 
military  stations. 

2832.  And  it  wa;*  those  oouhiderutiojis  wliioh 
determiuc'd  the  line  which  the  tek^pmph  took?-^ 
Vttflpubtedly. 

S8i33.  But  now  a  wider  view  is  recognised  ?— > 
I  think  that  tlie  Govi  riiincnt  and  the  )  ublic,  as 
well  as  the  telegraph  administration,  consider 
tlic  tekgraph  denartmeot  an  instittt^n  like  the 
Po»t  OHicc,  pro  ooiio  publico. 

2834.  What  does  the  public  in  India  say  to 
this  ? — They  recognise  this  view,  and  are  very 
yngry  if  precedence  is  granted  to  anybody,  even 
to  the  Grovemment,  except  in  urgent  cases. 

28;;.l.  If  they  tliink  they  have  cause  of  com- 

Slaint.  UiejT  do  not  hesitate  to  complain  ?— They 
o  not  he«itafe  to  complain. 
28?,C).  1>  tlu  rc  any  limit  nr  rlici'k  to  the  trans- 
mission of  Govenimeut  messages  '( — Ye? ,  n  very 
atroag  dieck;  the  cheek  on  tlic  pm-.-e.  I'\  cry 
message  niu?t  ho  iirfpaid,  even  if  sent  by  the 
Governor  General.  ICvcrv  service  message  is 
also  examined  by  a  special  branch  of  my  OTM  { 
and  if  not,  apparently  on  bond  Jide  Government 
service,  anel  of  rach  nrirency  as  to  justify  resort 
to  the  telt  LMUi>h,  it  is  submitted  to  Govcnuneiit, 
who  call  on  the  sender  either  to  nay  or  aflbrd  a 
aatifactory  explanation.  Hie  refflilt  of  diie  cen- 
8r.r?I)ip  ia  the  reduction  of  the  telegraph  receipts 
for  service  messages  fix>m  22,(K)0/.  to  10,000i. 
per  annum. 

2B37.  That  would  operate,  vrould  it  not,  as  a 
very  practical  check  upon  tlic  diseretioa  of  tlie 
Government  officer? — A  very  practical  ehec^ 
indeed. 

S83<).  With  regard  to  the  poesible  detention 

of  messafjcs  iji  the  variuut^  (iffici's  ti>  silif  flic  (Con- 
venience of  the  clerks,  do  you  tliink  tluU  that 
ever  occurs  ? — I  think  it  extremely  improbable—' 
iniiior-'ilili',  a.s  a  rule.  On  a  nie>.'age  being  ten- 
dered to  au  uHice,  the  niiiiufe.  liour,  ana  date 
ie  retunicd  at  once  on  the  niLvsa^^e  l)y  the  re- 
Ceipnff  clerk;  the  signaller  who  sends  it  is 
obKged  to  enter  the  time  of  despatch  ;  the  sig- 
naller who  receives  it  into  the  first  office  into 
which  it  is  received  for  repetition  also  enters 
time  of  receiving  it ;  the  signaller  who  sends  it 
on  pivrs  big  time,  and  so  on,  until  if  is  i^tnt  out 
of  the  final  office.  Hence,  when  the  copies  of 
tike  messages  are  examined,  any  s])ecial  delay  is 
discovered  and  ])uni8hcd.  Furtlier,  the  date  and 
time  of  its  first  despatch  being  telegraphed  with 
tJie  menage,  any  eztraoidinary  dday  beenmes 


known  to  the  receiver.  I  do  aol  tiuak  it  ii 
))us!-il)le  Ibr  such  a  thing  to  occur  irithoat  «i|)1r> 

iiatluu. 

2839.  Do  the  Indo-European  mea^tigci  meet 
with  any  special  preference  oft  the  Indian  line«? 
— Yes ;  we  have  had  a  Une  abn«0t  constructed 
for  tlieir  jiiirposes,  from  Agra  to  Kurrackee, 
whenever  there  is  any  iuterru^tioo  upmi  tlw 
other  lines,  they  get  an  iJteraative  line  gmaM 
to  tlicm  nitboiit  extra  charge,  and  they  Lave 
all  theii'  messages  repeated  without  extra  cliarge. 
We  find  very  few  ntisukes  ia  the  lndo»Ew«> 
pcan  njessa^es,  that  is  to  say,  in  ilit'  Indian  pcir- 
tioii ;  ul'  cuurs.«  lh«y  cuaic  iu  vvitJi  their  luiiiUke^ 
from  tlie  other  side. 

^^0.  What  machinery  have  you  for  exa« 
mining  the  accuracy  of  telegraphic  mei>  w-i^'^??-.. 
Every  message  is  comjiared  with  tiie  original, 
as  sent  by  th^  seodsje.  There  is  a  special  eats* 
Uishment  for  the  purpose  of  examining  andeso^ 
])arinj  (■ach  «'0]iv  wifli  the  original  message. 
W'hiu  uiiatakcs  occur,  tiie  siguttU^rs  in  laiUt  ve 
4ved.  The  numbep  of  errors  witiMB  tfre  Isst  fw 
mouths  is  very  amatl. 

2841.  Have  you  either  heard,  or  read  tbe 
evidence  which  baa  been  given  before  tliiii  Coai« 
B^ttee^  upon  the  suLyeet  of  telegraphic  conn>» 
meation  ?— Tes  ;  I  tlunk  a  great  deal  cf  it  is 

ante<latf<l  ;  it  jroes  Itack  three  or  four  vear<; 
and  there  have  been  imraenac  chaoges  in  iIm 
last  three  or  four  ^oars.  Gr«ttt  objection  is 
made  to  the  soundmg  instrument,  but  it  'm 
hi^ldy  approved  of  in  Ame&'ica,  and  they 
it  m  Indm,  they  say  tbU  with  the  tape  thsy 
cannot  get  good  raeaeages  in  bad  wcathe^ 
that  in  wet  and  bad  weather  the  marks  u|)on 
the  tape  are  all  blurred,  and  run  into  eat  h  utiior, 
wd  uncertain,  i  do  not  quite  share  th«^  opiflioa 
myself,  I  tlunk  timt  we  aught  iiave  bedi  the 
pninnkr  and  the  tape  on  the  same  instrument, 
but  the  tape  is  almost  universally  objected  to  in 
India.  The  sounder  is  certainly  better  than  the 
needle  instrunent  which  i«  used  cm  the  railways 
generally. 

ftMS.  What  rule  do  you  follow  in  tlie  employ, 
ment  or  uon^emjgli^fvsnt  of  natives  on  the  tele* 
graph  ?  —  Wc  have  no  8pe<Hal  rules ;  we  take 

native,  Eurasian,  or  European  iudiscniuinately ; 
wc  have  a  few  very  able  natives,  bul«  as  a  n^s, 
they  have  bad  ears  for  the  soun^,  learn  slowly, 

and  raniiot  tliink  in  EnLrllsli.  'SVe  warn  mm  to 
whom  I'hiirli  h  comes  nuturaliy  without  having 
to  translsito  it.  A  native  reads  and  writes  well, 
iii  ran  fill,  -olxr,  uiid  steady,  but  he  is  slow,  and 
ohjccis  to  nioviug ;  lie  docs  not  like  leaving  the 
district  he  was  b»irn  in. 

2843.  Ue  objects  to  sudden  removaU?— He 
objects  to  all  removals.  If  yoo  want  to  move 
him  rroiii  ^iluilra.'?  to  Bombay,  he  ol'jecti  to 
going,  wliieli  tiie  other  man  never  docs,  lob- 
served  it  is  mentioned  that  messages  ace  soir 
stanfly  <1;\ uIltccI  in  the  Ha^aar  before  they  are 
received  by  the  person  to  whom  they  are  con- 
signed. I  do  not  believe  a  word  of  it ;  who  is 
to  divulge  them  ?  not  the  sign  idlers,  for  they 
have  no  communication  with  the  peons  who 
take  out  the  messages,  and  the  stat ion-masters 
of  the  principal  offices  are  aMistant  supcrintead- 
ents ;  gentlemen  who  <:>^o  oat  from  here  on  very 

LCCHid  salaries  :  they  <^o  out  on  250  /.  a  year  tO 
commence  with ;  liiey  would  not  divulge  secrets; 
they  are  not  signallers  at  all ;  they  arc  clerks  in 
char^fe  of  those  officers  jtro  tern.,  till  they  jet 
into  a  higher  position.  I  think  there  has  been 
some gfosB  misunderstanding  in  the  matter;  I<lu 

not 
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sot  know  where  people  could  h»ve  got  the  idea.       2848.  And  do  you,  wherever  you  can,  bliii^ 
Another  tiling  is,  that  some  of  the  signallers  have    the  Govermnctit  line  of  telegraphs  into  harmony 
'■  '        *''  '         •  •        with  the  line  of  railway  communication  ? — Yes, 

befur?  1  left  India  I  iiiiule  a  proposition  to  the 
Goverumeat  to  ^ive  two  classes*  of  lioenaeaj  the 

[treaetkt  license  le  limited ;  I  pro)>osed  that  one 
iccnsc  shr-iilil  be  foi-  th')-L'  rniiip.urH'.s  who  would 
not  combine  in  a  general  system,  nitd  a  fir#t-cl;is3 
license  (ot  all  thoae  who  were  prepared  to  go 
into  tmo  irf  ncml  nvfttem  for  tlie  whole  of  India : 


risen  to  a  very  high  position ;  one  is  receiving 
1,260/.  per  nnnuin.  Surely,  il  t^uch  general 
\gibuj  and  corruption  ever  existed,  eome  of 
4kw  would  hare  Imown  aod  exposed  it.  Then, 
I  fee!  sure  th:it  tiie  times  whicli  messages  arc 
Mid  to  take  to  go  from  Calcutta  to  Kurrachee, 
imI  firom  Bonnay  to  Kurrachee,  have  heea 
ntlier  cxaj^erated.  We  look  upon  1 8  hours  as 
u  enormous  time  for  a  message  from  Calcutta  to 
Knrrarhee,  which  is  1,700  luilee;  tlie  average  is 
ihmt  4^  hours,  and  sometimes  they  go  in  ttalf 
m  hour.  I  see  it  also  mentioned  in  tlie  eyidenoe 
that  a  station-master  gct-^  nn  extra  jiay  ;  whereas 
tke  het  u,  that  he  aetti  t Vom  4  /.  to  8  ^  a  month 
h  dUition  to  his  oitnnary  pay,  free  qoartera,  and 
•  nnifonn. 

2S44.  iiav(;  yon  any  ren'on  to  pujijiosc  tluit  the 
KtnuM  of  a  private  company  would  be  more 
socunte  or  less  liable  to  be  bribed  ilian  tlio.^c  of 
tbe  Government  ?  —  Most  assuredly  so.  It  is 
tatorioos  that  private  companies  in  India  cannot 
eoBHUid  honest  agents;  were  it  otherwise  we 
Agdd  see  a  great  deal  motre  En<:liH!i  capital  in- 
vesu-il  in  euininereiul  djierations  in  India,  operii- 
tinu  that  require  only  honest  agency  to  ensure 
■Mt  hamdaottte  foofits.  The  doTermneat,  on 
tbc  fontrnry,  has  a  graxt  command  of  agents. 
In  service  n  permanent ;  it  grants  liberal  peu- 
ni^«d  its  servants  hM»  better  penlKm  sod 
better  prospects  of  ailvancement.  Mnrcover.  pins 
of  omission  and  commission  against  the  Govern- 
aieot  arc  not  so  likely  to  escape  detection  as 
ikm  against  a  ogmpeny.  It  is  hardly  possible 
ftstsH^  oorraptiop  in  tiie  railway  disposal  of 
traffic  ,yii:^  b  l:it'  !v  been  brought  to  light 
oniid  have  been  unknown  to  the  civil  authorities 
■U  oTcr  India  ;  they,  uninvited,  took  no  nottoe 
of  them;  but  had  the  railway  been  a  Gtivem- 
mmt  iostitu^n,  it  would  iiave  been  their  duty 
b  hSfs  nt  one*  investigated  the  tiiidi  of  the 
nnonn  sad  nfMirted  thera  to  GoTwnnient. 

8845.  Hare  you  any  knowledge  of  the  working 
ot' till-  r  iilway  tclegrajths  ? — They  work  very 
iiiilj,  but  they  do  not  par  their  signallers  any- 
tUi^  like  ««  ngfa  as  we  w>,  nnr  do  they  expect 
tLefiune  amount  of  work  fnim  them  ;  they  work 
priadpally  with  the  needle  instrument.    1  know 


itoliwiew. 
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Hystem  lor  tne  wnoie  oi  inma; 
we  do  now  work  with  the  railways  almost  iu 
every  ease.  Many  messages  travel  by  the  mixed 
line,  of  railway  and  Government. 

S849.  Are  there  any  imjiortnnt  telegraph  lines 
near  which  there  are  neitlier  railways  nor  rouds? 
—Yes.  The  line  to  Arracau  and  liurmab  is  for 
many  miles  through  an  ahnoet  uninhabited  forest; 
that  from  Kaudy,  iu  Ceylnn,  fn  India  is  abiid.-t  as 
bad,  so  are  the  lines  on  the  cattl  uud  v,  t»bt  coast  of 
southern  India ;  the  lines  in  As»m),  between 
Mooltjin  and  Kurrachee  are  a!s.)  bridly  olfas  re- 
gards roads  lor  iti>;pcction.  A  principal  mode  of 
moving  in  tlnne  countriei  ii  by  water.  From 
ChittsgooK  to  Ateyab  there  is  no  post  road. 

285(X  How  wonid  such  a  line  as  that  be  in- 
speeted  and  nialntalned? — Tlie  men  liavo  ti>  cut 
their  way  with  hatchets  through  the  jungle  and 
to  travel  opon  elei^iants. 

2851.  It  is  necessarily  very  difficult  and  very 
expensive  labour? — Yes,  it  is  very  diilicult  and 
very  expen»ve»  it  is  a  very  important  line,  it  leads 
to  the  irrrnt  rice  i)ortd,  but  the  country  tbrou-jh 
which  it  runs  is  terribly  unhealthy,  wild  and  un- 
manageable. Shortly  before  I  left  Calcutta,  wild 
elephants  had  destroyed  a  mile  and  a  half  of  line 
in  one  night ;  and  at  all  times  men  are  afraid  to 

travel  thrt)U^h  the  fore.-l,  so  infected  are  they 
with  wild  animals.  You  cannot  compare  India 
with  England,  the  terms  are  not  commensurate. 

2852.  >Vhat  in  ynnr  opinion  upon  the  t^ubject 
of  seiKirating  the  management  of  ilu  railivay  tele- 
graph lines  frottl^nuiagenent  ol'  ilie  railways? 
—It  is  hardly  my  province  to  speak  about  that. 
I  should  think  it  would  be  better  carried  on  by 
the  railwax  ri.  the  wcnk  would  hardly  pay  two  ndh 
rainistratioos. 

2853.  And  would  yon  haire  the  rsilway  tele> 
^rajihs  exist  mainly  for  the  use  of  the  railway 
lines  r'—Undoubtedlv  there  is  a  great  advantage 


tbe  sapcrintendent  of  the  East  India  Bsolway  in  the  railway  officials  having  the  thorough  com- 

Telegraph  very  w^H  ;  be  rrefnif>ntly  eomes  and  matid  of  their  own  lelejiruph?.   The  1  vail  way  com- 

hsLi  a  conversisiuon  wiLi»  nie,   anout  telegraphic  pauiea  j>o«sses«  j»eculiar  laciliuea  lor  transporting 

Batter:< ;  he  is  my  informant  that  they  cannot  their  stores  and  in^pectin^  their  lines.    On  tlie 

f&ai  to  pny  so  well,  and  eannofe  obtain  suoh  East  Indian  Bailway^  the  wires  are  in  someplaoee 

gwd  wcrtc,  as  tiie  Government  dsipsirlnmit;  Ant  carried  on  stone  monoliths,  weighing,  I  stionld 

thev  cannot  afford  topfty  Knydnng  UIm  wlmt  W«  wiy,  rou^dily,  2.^  t<      :  ;n b.     No  |irivate  (-(^nipany 

pay  for  signallers.  could  aftbrd  to  use  such  weighty  materials,  but 

S846.  Do  not  yon  tUnk  diail  their  esrvice  is  the  railway  aathomttas  avail  themselves  of  empty 

"  ^         ■  '  .1-1      .  trucks  for  their  transport,  and  have  other  similar 


Jirtic  well  ?-  -Tliey  do  it  fairly,  but  they  do  not 
tx|)ect  the  same  amount  of  work,  and  thoy  have 
nUiTes  almost  entirely. 

2847.  To  what  extent  do  the  Government 
teU^ph  lines  follow  the  lines  of  railway  ? — 
^^iicre  a  railway  ^  open,  almost  entirely.  We 
OA  make  no  use  o£  a  line  uutii  it  is  open,  espe- 
cisHy  in  a  billy  ooontry,  or  where  Aere  are 
RvetB;  It  Id  easier  to  travel  on  any  coimtry  font- 

Eth.  One  of  my  best  measures  was  to  ulter  the 
IS  from  Betuns  to  AUalnbad,  because  the 
Juiana  Bridfi;c  was  opened ;  to  have  done  so 
befofe  would  have  been  inexpedient  Wo  take 
the  beat  commumontiMk  that  we  have,  and  when 
Ast  comrnnnication  ceases  to  be  the  best  we  take 
■BMir  QMS  we  open  a  new  line  aod  take  down 
At  dd  Mie^  aod  nfilin  the  -^-^ 
0^. 


advantages. 

2R64.  Just  to  come  back  to  the  questiott  of  tkft 

proper  direction  of  the  telegraph  lines,  as  rapidly 
as  ycm  could  affect  the  change,  you  would  ap- 
prove of  the  teleerraph  being  laid  dnwn  along  the 
lines  of  railway,  and  connci  tcd  with  branch  tijle- 
graph  lines  with  places  right  and  left?— No,  I  do 
not  like  tclepfrapn  braneb  Hnes.  we  like  Itmp  lines, 
80  as  to  give  an  alterimiive  In  case  of  anything 
going  wrong  on  one  line. 

2855.  As  a  matter  of  feet,  you  are  f^radually 
bringing  the  Government  telegraph  system  uixtu 
the  lines  of  the  great  railway  oomnranication  > 
Yes,  and  we  have  been  doing  so  for  some  years* 
and  not  only  with  regard  to  the  railways,  but 
vhere  tiie  Goflremment  sire  maliiag  a  new  trunk 

V  4  road. 
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Col.  D.  G.   road,  and  the  tclc"ra|)!i  runs  three  or  four  miles 
Hobnuon,    fcom  itj  we  bring  die  telegraph  on  to  the  road. 
—         3i956.  Chairman.'}  Do  you  know  how  many 
15  -^'"y      lilies  of  wire  flic  Kii.-'i  India  Railway  Company 
1 866,  upon     pogja  if — It  varies  very  much ;  in  some 

parts  there  are  two^  in  others  four,  and  in  eome 
BIX  or  eight. 

'  2857.  How  many  wires  have  the  Government 
upon  the  lines  constructed  upon  the  imilwaya?— 
I  think  the  Agra  line  has  three  wires. 

2858.  I  suppose  those  monolith  posts  of  the 
railway  comimny  would  caiiy  any  amount  of 
wires? — Yes,  they  would  undoubtoUy. 

2859.  How  far  do  they  extend? — do  not 
know  exactly  :  fhoy  are  not  very  numerous.  I 
have  seen  very  lew  of  them.  I  should  say  that 
the  greater  portion  of  thehr  wires  are  upon  the 
old  wooden  porst?. 

28(iO.  Do  the  Government  pay  tlic  railway 
company  anything?  —  The  Government  zwit  » 
wire  from  the  Sind  Bailwiur*  until  their  second 
wire  between  Kurrachee  and  Hydrabad  is  ready, 
tliev  do  not  ]iay  tor  jiuttin^  tlunr  lines  on  the 
ndway;  they  only  just  carry  the  telegraphs 
parallel  to  the  railway,  just  inside  the  fianoe» 

2Rfil.  Have  llio  Government  no  olHce*  witlli& 
the  railway  stations  ? — None  whatever. 

2862.  Ho  far  then  as  there  are  npon  some 
portiimi  tlic  railway  lines  the  Government  and 
the  railway  tcle^^rapli  .-y*tciu  there  is  a  double 
service  ? — There  is  a  double  service,  but  they  do 
not  largely  interfere  with  each  other,  the  railway 
get  all  the  traffic  of  short  ^stances,  i.e.,  between 
plates  where  there  are  no  Governnicnt  officofs, 
Between  Burdwan  and  Calcutta  there  are  no  Go- 
Tomment  offices,  but  many  railway  station  offices. 

2863.  The  railway  telegra|)h  does  not  connect 
with  Calcutta,  I  believe  ? — iio,  it  does  not  come 
into  Calcutta. 

2861.  How  does  the  Government  wire  come 
into  Calcutta  ?  —  By  a  cable  under  the  river, 
at  Barrackpore,  14  milos  al)ove  Calcutta. 

2865.  Where  the  Government  line  is  transierred 
to  the  railway  line  tiie  whole  length  of  its  oourse 
from  Calcutta  to  Delhi,  they  would  have  for 
about  1,100  utiles,  two  parallel  systems  compete 
ing  with  each  other  ? — Yes. 

2866.  Would  not  that  strike  you  to  be,  to  a 
certain  extent,  a  waste  of  money  ? — They  do  not 
foli^ compete  with  each  other^lMoaasetbc  railway 
stations  are  not  in  the  towns.  The  railway  sta- 
tion at  Patna  is  pretty  close. to  the  town  of  ratna ; 
but  the  Patna  rivil  station,  where  the  Govern- 
ment tel^a^h  office  is,  is  a  mile  and-a-hali'  or 
two  miles  from  the  nulway. 

2867.  In  otlier  word?,  to  make  tlie  railway 
system  as  useful  to  the  public,  you  would  have 
to  establish  connections  between  the  stations  wsd 
the  different  towns  ? — Yc=. 

2SGi>.  For  which  no  capital  is  guaranteed  by 
ithe  Government  ? — None  whatever. 

2869.  You  stated  that  you  thought  that  some 
v£  the  eomplatnts  which  had  been  made  of  the 
workiii<.;  of  the  Government  eyetem  were  eia^ 
geratcd? — I  think  so. 

2870.  And  also  that  they  are  antedated?— 
There  is  no  doubt  tlial  two  years  sinec  messages 
were  very  slow,  but  when  I  took  cliarge  in  July 
last,  I  was  Bnri»isad  to  And  that  the  great  mass 
of  messages  were  not  near  so  long  in  transit  as  I 
had  understoofl  them  to  Imvc  been.  I  jinrticu- 
larly  remember  notiriuL^  that  If  nu'S3age8  went  all 
the  way  to  England  at  the  same  rate  as  to  Kur- 
raohee,  the  lime  would  be  only  2|  days. 

2871.  Wm  not  it  about  that  time  that  thA 


public  had  been  complaining  bitterly  of  the  delay 
m  the  transmission  of  their  messages  iiom  £ur* 
raohee  to  India? — ^Tea; 

2872.  To  what  cause  was  that  dissatisfaction 
due  ? — I  imagine  tiiat  a  good  deal  arose  from  the 
line  not  being  in  good  order,  from  the  want  of 
insidation  and  the  enormous  distances  between 
the  stations,  wlilch  were  |>erliapi3  lJU  uiilesajwut; 
hmice,  when  an  interruption  occurred,  a  man  had 
sometimes  to  travel  70  or  80  miles  ere  he  reached 
the  injured  portion.  When  an  interruption  oocure 
the  line  rider  of  the  office  at  each  end  of  the  in- 
terrupted portion  immediately  starts  to  trsTei 
along  ihe  Ime  until  he  finds  and  repairs  the  psrt 
Injured,  or  meets  tlic  other  line  rid;r;  where 
there  are  ruilways  they  travel  by  rail,  otherwi^ 
on  elephant,  camel,  horse,  or  f< ot,  accordiDgts 
the  nature  of  the  country.  This,  of  course,  in* 
Tolves  a  delay  of  many  hours,  sometimes  days. 

2873.  Was  there  only  one  wive  between 
rachee  and  Bombay  for  messages  both  wayi?<~ 
Yes,  only  one  for  me^^agcs  both  ways. 

2874.  So  that  you  were  oblijred  to  clear  occa- 
sionally all  messages  to  be  sent  in  one  direction 
on  the  olber  wiref— Messi^es  to  and  from  occnpr 
the  wire  alternately. 

2875.  And  the  liue  had  no  insulators  upon  it  in 
some  plaoes  ? — There  were  no  insulators  npon  As 
greater  portion  of  It. 

2a7(j.  That  \viii>  the  condition  of  the  line,  was 
it  not,  before  the  Persian  Gulf  line  was  op«nd? 
—I  should  rather  say  there  were  insulators  npm 
all  the  lines ;  bat  they^  were  sncH  bad  insolaton 
that  they  wore  not  of  any  u-o.  They  first  tried 
the  experiment  of  porcelain  insulators,  which  is 
what  is  usually  used  in  England ;  but  ^ey  weie 
not  f<junil  to  answer  in  India,  on  account  of  the 
great  fall  of  rain,  which  is  sure  to  Und  it^  way  into 
every  crack,  flaw,  or  porous  portion  that  caa  ab- 
sorb moisture ;  then  the  electricity  from  thunder- 
storms charges  the  wire  and  opliti  the  insulator. 

2877.  Is  that  of  frequent  occurrence  ?— Yes ; 
I  have  known  as  many  as  10  posts  destnqrtd  in 
half-an-hour  by  lightning. 

2878.  In  what  imrt  01  India?— Tn  any  part  of 
India,  the  wo<Klcn  tops  of  the  iron  Uamiltoo 
standards  suffer  in  the  Same  manner  as  the  insil- 
lators  from  lightning. 

287U.  Do  you  recollect  when  the  lincwasnuide 
between  Kurradiee  and  Bombay? — No;  it  w«8 
opened  long  before  i  had  anything  to  do  with  it. 

2880.  Whatever  it  was,  no  addition  was  made 
to  it,  and  no  particular  provision  wa«  made  far 
enabling  it  to  receive  and  to  convey  the  great 
anumnt  of  European  traffic  which  was  to  be  ex- 
pected from  the  opening  of  the  Persian  Gulf  line? 
— A  special  wire  between  Kurrachee  and  Hy- 
drabaa  was  rented  Iron:  the  Sind  Kailway  Com- 
pany, and  110  extra  wire  between  Ilytlraliad  and 
Jjombay  haa  been  waiting  tor  insulators  fur  some 
months  past,  as  many  imsulaton  aa  the  manufac- 
turers had  turned  out  were  sent  overland  last 
month,  at  an  expense  of  nearly  2,000  /.,  at  my 
nrgcnt  request. 

2881.  Where  was  the  wire  wdting  ? — On  the 
ground,  wuting  for  tbe  insulators  at  diflbent 

1 daces,  ready  to  he  put  up  the  moment  the  iani' 
ators  arrived. 

2882.  Where  are  the  insulators  nt  this  mo* 
ment? — I  think  that  tliey  arc  prol)ably  beii^ 
put  up  at  this  present  momcut ;  1  passed  them  at 
Alexandria  in  the  middle  of  April. 

2883.  Then  within  a  reasonably  short  tinae 
there  will  be  a  doitUe  inhn  ftom  Bomb^  to 
Kuxmdiee?— Yes,  and  I  hope  there  will  alsa 

be 
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be  a  double  wire  hIbo  from  Knmchee  to  Cdontta 

properly  insulated. 

2884.  1  eee  a  long  letter  addressed  by  yourself 
IS  (^CMttng  Director  Oenenl  of  Telegraphs  to 
the  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  India,  dated 
the  18th  of  October  last,  on  the  subject  of  re- 
wgniization ;  An^  I  suppose,  embodies  your 
Tieirs  as  to  the  measures  which,  in  vour  judg- 
BKOt,  otight  to  be  taken  for  altering  the  system  ? 
•^Urniy  &r  dtenng  the  administnitivc  system. 

2885.  Have  you  made  any  other  report  ? — On 
mj  way  home  from  India  I  wrote  a  report  upon 
the  jKist  three  years,  with  recommendations  as  to 
what  should  be  done  to  make  the  line  thoroughly 
effective ;  the  principle  I  advocate,  is  to  be  always 
in  advance  of  requirements  that  may  he  Thrufit 
upon  us,  and  to  use  the  best  material  that  Euro- 
pent  science  bee  or  naj  deriee. 

28S6.  Have  you  a  copy  of  that  report  ?— No  ; 
lhave  no  copy  of  it.  I  sent  it  to  India  to  he 
colmiitted  to  the  Government.  If  I  had  known 
cf  tf:i-^  Cnmrnittoc,  I  shi>n1d  have  hrmirrht  it  with 
jjit;  I  frfciit  back  au  Immcnae  nuinVier  of"  valuable 
documents  and  statistical  returns  fhowing  the 
icndu  of  the  working  of  the  past  three  years, 
yMA  would  have  been  usdeBiable  and  oonelv- 
five  e\-idence  of  the  state  of  the  Indian  lines. 

2887.  I  take  it  to  be  the  general  tenor  of  your 
eridence  that  the  defects  m  the  Government 
kle'Taphic  system  of  India  were  due  originally 
t»  ue  impcirfect  cooatniction  of  the  lines  f — 
Fardf  to  tne  imperfect  oonBtrncHon  of  tiie  lines, 
ind  partly  to  over  economy  in  regard  to  the 
establishment;  striving  to  t^ave  money. 

2888.  In  both  which  respect-s  you,  t^ince  you 
tare  taken  charge  of  the  office  of  Director 
Genernl,  have  pressed  your  views  strongly  u])nQ 
fha  mind  of  the  (JoTVCnment? — Ye^,  and  the 
GoTemment  hare  fpmn  me  every  thing  that  X 
haxe  asked  for. 

2SS'J.  Mr.  Stansfeltl.1  T)oe3  your  re{>oi  f,  which 
has  been  put  in,  describe  the  system  of  superin- 
tendence  and  dividing  the  vanous  Unee  into  dis- 
tri(  t-'--Xo,  I  have  it  in  my  pocket;  it  is  only 
a  working  map,  which  I  happen  to  have  with  me 
(koufnt^     MUM  to  At  MmowroNi  Meaner), 

2890.  This  map  shows  that  you  have  subdi- 
vided the  responsibility  of  management? — Yes, 
each  superintendent  is  responsible  for  the  work- 
ing of  that  portion  under  one  colour,  as  shown  on 
the  map ;  he  is  assisted  by  four  assistants  who 
We  eomplete  charge  of  the  exeouttveof  thesub- 
finMtis,  the  object  being  to  make  every  pemon 
tike  an  interest  in  his  work. 

!iS91.  So  that  every  appeal  is  no  longer  to 
head  quarters?— > All  appeals  from  the  public 
•MM  to  head  qvarten. 

2892.  And  are  they  then  sent  i}n\\u  to  tliOf^e 
aapointendents  ? — No  ;  we  have  the  means  at 
head  quarters  of  investigating  complainia ;  every 
measnge,  original  and  copied,  <roes  into  a  special 
deportment  in  the  Calcutta  Otiice  for  ezami- 
nadon. 

3893.  And  the  boiineas  ia  managed  in  each  of 
those  districts  by  a  saperintendent  ? — Yes,  the 
actual  maintenance  and  worklnfj  of  the  liiiea  arc. 

2894.  And  the  business  of  the  whole  is  revised 
•tAe  head  office  at  Calcutta? — ^It  u  supervised 
by  the  Director  Gtincral,  whoever  he  may  be. 
The  Calcutta  is  a  kind  of  audit  office. 

^95.  How  maay  eneh  ifiatrieta  are  there  ?— 
Feorteen. 

S896.  How  many  miles  of  telegraph  commu- 
<U8. 


nicfttioa  altogether  are  there  in  IncBal-'Aboat  Cel.  JD.  &. 

14,500.  Mohinsun. 

2897.  That  includes  the  Govcrnuicnt  lines   

only? — Entirely  the  Government  line?;  we  have  15  May 

nothiiiL^  to  do  with  the  railways,  beyond  requiring  lfi66< 
that  they  should  work  on  the  same  system  as 

we  du ;  I  mean  the  ayatem  of  interchange ;  and 
this  is  solely  for  the  coovenienGa  of  the  public. 

2898.  Do  you  at  all  Imow  liie  amount  of  the 
gross  revenue  at  preaent?— It  was  about  lOO^OOOi^ 
last  year. 

2899.  When  you  speak  of  14^00  luiles,  do  you 

mean  miles  of  wire? — No,  the  line?. 

2900.  What  is  the  amount  of  the  annual  loss  ? 
— Setting  aside  the  intefeat  upon  capital,  it  ia 
ahont  10,000  /. ;  not  more. 

2'i*0l.  That  iii  tlie  loss  upon  the  working? — • 
Yes,  that  is  the  loss  upon  the  working  ;  the 
whole  interest  upon  capital  you  can  hardly  look 
u{>on  as  loss,  became  &e  wbes  were  all  destroyed 
in  the  Mutiny,  and  a  great  deal  of  money  has 
been  expended  on  milita^  expeditious,  such  as 
Bhootan  and  Umbcia,  and  SO  on,  much  of  which 
is  charged  to  capital. 

2902.  So  tliat  at  any  rate  it  would  be  perfectly 
unsound  to  charge  the  actual  capital  expended 
to  the  capital  acoonnt? — That  would  be  hardlj 
fair. 

2903.  With  reference  to  that  h'ss  of  40.000?. 
a-year,  to  what  do  you  attribute  Uiat? — India  ia 
a  poor  country;  tlurt  is  to  say,  though  the  ag^ 
gregate  weaitli  of  India  may  lie  great,  the  masses 
are  poor;  there  are  comparatively  few  peopk  who 
can  aiibrd  to  use  the  telegraph ;  the  Government 
employes  cannot  do  so  larfjely,  tlie  nnmher  of 
produce  merchants,  the  chi^a  wlio  find  it  valuable, 
13  limited ;  compared  with  the  area  the  wealth  ef 
the  inhabitants  is  not  great 

2904.  Would  YOU  propose  to  xidae  liie  ftre8^-» 
I  have  rai>cd  them. 

2905.  And  do  you  anticipate  a  reduction  of 
that  loss  of  40,000/.  a-year?— Yes;  I  tlnnk  in 
three  or  f<uir  years  tlie  telep:raph  in  India  will 
jwiy  its  working  e.\j>eniJC8,  periiaps  more. 

2906.  Chairman.'l  Do  you  assume  it  to  be  ft 
probability  that,  as  the  railway  lines  are  oom* 
pleted  in  India,  the  Government  will  put  tele- 
graph wires  up<in  them? — They  will  shift  their 
fines  which  are  in  the  neighbourhood  ou  to  those 
railways. 

2907.  So  as  to  bring,  for  instance,  Bombay 
into  communication  with  Jubbulporo  direct 
wluch  is  not  the  ease  at  present  ?**-No;  Jubbut 

pore  nnd  H  iint'iiv  fsre  only  two  point?  on  an 
uulim.-liiid  railway  wiuch  are  not  in  direct  com- 
munication. 

2908.  Is  there  no  direct  communication  now 
between  Bombay  and  Nagpore  ? — ^The  rail  from 

Bomhay  to  Xaf^jiore  is  not  completed.    Tliere  is 


ire  and  IVIirza* 
nor  immediate 


a  good  mail  road  between  ^ 
pore  by  Jubbulpore ;  but  no 
prospect  of  a  rail  eornnninieation, 

2909.  You  stated,  did  you  not,  that  the  number 
of  Government  messages  had  been  very  much  re- 
duced?—Very  largely. 

2910.  Is  tliat  from  an  abuise  beforehand  in  the 
sending  of  messages  by  the  Government  cfficials 
— Not  exaotlpr ;  it  was  more  carelesBueas  and  want 
of  consideration ;  unlen  the  messi^  is  really  of 
such  urgent  importance  that  it  ought  to  go  by 
telegraph,  it  is  not  now  permitted  to  go  by  tele- 
graph. 

2911.  That  is  to  pay,  you  restrict  the  use  of 
the  telegraph  for  Government  purposes  as  much 
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Co).  D.  G.  lis  possible,  in  order  that  the  public  ixcnerdly 
MoktUQH.    may  have  as  much  tue  of  it  as  thej  can  get? 

^Certainlj w«  endeavoar  to  senre  the  public, 
15  May     and  to  obtiiin  from  thorn       much  TQvenne  W 
*866.       powible  to  cover  our  expenditure. 

S9I2.  Sir  Charles  Bright]  Vou  state  that 
great  phanpca  have  been  nir;(lc,  and  immense  im- 
piuvtuients  have  taken  place  during  the  last  three 
or  four  years ;  will  you  state  the  nature  of  them 
and  the  locality  ?^Thexo  faae  been  a  great  im- 
provement in  ute  poritSon  of  die  establfehment,  the 
ealaries  have  been  gradually  raised,  tlu-  nnnibcr 
of  signallers  has  been  largely  incrca^^t d,  nK^re 
paine  has  b«en  taken  to  get  a  better  cla--<  <<t°  nu  n, 
and  a  edeck  office  has  been  cstabll-licd,  wliich 
I  explained  just  now ;  a  creation  of  tlic  VasI  three 
years.  Hamilton's  gtandanls  have  been  Twy 
largely  substituted  for  wooden  posts;  a  new 
and  excellent  class  of  insulator  is  now  beinff 
sent  out;  the  lines  have  been  strengtln  ned  and 
brouftht  closer  to  the  roods,  and  everything  that 
QouMbe  thought  of  is  bemg  done  to  nuike  them 
equal  to  any  in  the  world.  The  insulators  were 
ordered  some  time  back,  but  there  has  been  great 
dela}^  in  the  manafactiire ;  what  the  In^an  linee 
require  i;?  time. 

2yi3.  The  old  system  of  insulation,  till  just 
before  tiie  time  when  Colonel  Douglas  ]<  ft  nilicc, 
WW  altogether  defective,  was  it  not? — I  think  it 
was  as  bad  a  eystea  of  inmikting  as  I  have 
seen. 

2914.  How  do  you  account  for  that,  only 
baviag  been  disoevered  at  so  comparatively  recent 

a  date?— I  think  it  was  dipcovort  d  when  it  waa 
fii'st  sent  out.  I  do  not  know  wlty  the  Gorem- 
nent  permitted  the  use  of  Sir  William  O'Shaa* 
^nessy's  insulators;  but  I  fancy  that  he  was 
their  scientific  adviser  in  England,  and  he  thought 
it  th<?  best  insulator  of  the  time. 

2!^  15.  Whereas  nothing  could  be  worse  ?— -No, 
nothing  could  be  worse. 

2916.  You  say  that  the  reason  of  many  of  the 
lines  being  deficient  is,  that  they  were  run  u]t  in 
a  hurry,  as  the  original  lines  were  de.^tn  yefl  by 
the  Indian  ^lutiuy  ? — Yes;  and  because  their 
iiaMncn.^e  value  was  thcu  firet  lully  aiipreciaicd. 

2917.  That  does  not  ajmly  to  tiie  line  between 
Bombay  and  Kurrachee,  doe*  it? — i  do  not  know 
anything  abont  "die  histonr  of  that  line. 

2918.  The  nuitiny  would  not  have  affected  that 
line  ?' — 1  do  not  know  that  even  the  line  existed 
Aen  between  Bombay  imd  Kurrachee. 

2919.  That  it  was  erected  afterwards,  is  a  fact 
I  know,  but  are  you  acquainted  with  the  route 
of  the  lino  between  Bombay  and  Kurrachee? — 
Pretty  well;  1  have  never  seen  it,  but  I  know 
its  character  very  well. 

2920.  A  great  portion  of  it  croupes  tlic  Knnn 
of  Cut«h,  does  it  not? — Ycsj  it  is  a  very  diffi- 
eult  route  in  every  respect. 

2921.  But  notwithstanding  those  improve- 
ments were  beiog  eflected  in  various  parts  of 
India  dnring  the  last  three  or  four  years,  (I  am 
speaking  of  a  line  jirlor  to  your  taking  ofTice)  it 
does  not  seem  that  any  tiling  was  done  to  the 
BomtMiy  and  Kurrachee  line,  in  order  to  improve 
itf— It  has  been  sraduaUj  reconstmcted,  the 
whole  of  it.  I  think  there  is  a  letter  of  mine  be- 
fore the  Cuminittee  from  the  then  director  of 
Bombay,  in  which  he  says  tb&t  the  whole  line  is 
nearly  rcconstmcted,  ana  tint  he  is  onl^  waiting 
for  insulators. 

2922.  We  have  it  in  evidence  th^  as  lately  as 
id»  monfh  of  Uacch  last^  messages  were  still 


taking  an  average  of  upwards  of  two  days  be- 
tween Bombav  and  Kurrachee  ? — I  do  not  tUsk 
that  that  can  be  eorreot. 

2923.  It  IF  .stated  «.<  having  been  taken  from 
the  daily  returns  by  the  telegraph  department  is 
Bombay? — ^Bfy  recollection  is,  that  when  ia 
working  order,  n  message  rarely  takes  eij^ht  hoars, 
which  we  consider  far  ttw  long  ;  about  that  tiine 
there  was  prolonged  imperfect  communicatioa, 
due  to  a  liaw  in  the  wire,  which  was  concealed  by 
the  rust,  and  only  discovered  by  testing  the  whole 
length  in  small  sections. 

2924.  Mr.  Kui<!jht  stated  that  there  wu  s 
mazimmn  and  miunnum  of  delivery  with  re&N 
ence  to  tlie  service  between  Kurrachee  :m\  Bom- 
bay, from  Fehruai-y  let  to  February  liic  12th, 
of  four  days,  three  hours,  a  d  31  minutes,  and 
tlijit  a  single  message  came  tlirough  in  % 
minimum  time  of  four  hours.  I  make  out  tlie 
mean  of  thn<e  t<>  be  hourt!  and  three  qiuuiers? 
— You  cannot  take  maxima  and  minima  «a  at  aU 
reiKTescnting  a  mean,  beeatiae  one  maximmn  niD 
vitiate  the  whole  of  the  rnlenlation  ;  the  niaxirai 
are  generallv  due  to  accidents  ca-  other  almoraial 
eanses ;  minnna  are  far  nearer  the  mean ;  neither 
can  he  accepted  n?  more  than  indications  of  wlnt 
can  Ijc  dune  and  wkul  may  happeu. 

2925.  The  same  statement  goes  on  to  say,  it 
Question  2425,  "  In  the  middle  of  January  die 
Indian  telegraph  rates  w«re  considersbly  b- 
creased,  and  the  public  naturnlly  looke<l  fir  in- 
creased efficiency ;  but,  instead  of  this,  we  believe 
lliat  the  lines  tlvroaghont  India  were  never  m  s 
worse  eondition  than  they  have  been  since  the 
increased  tariff  came  into  operation ;"  should  you 
think  that  an  exacrgerated  statemetttf-^Situilj; 
I  think  I  know  that  extract  from  a  newsfupcr. 

2926.  Do  you  consider  that  the  newepapeisis 
India  do  not  supjily  us  with  reliable  inf  >rniatioa? 
—I  can  only  answer  for  myeelf ;  since  I  hare 
had  charge  of  the  telegraph  1  have  fond  W9f 
notice  in  the  new.=[in]>er  incorrect.  The  fin»t  rrtRi- 
plaint  I  t^aw  was  of  a  mutilated  mee^kgc  received 
mto  India  pflttdsely  as  it  was  iesned,  and  re^tii 
three  times  over  at  my  p]iccial  requcrt  ere  it  was 
issued.  The  next  was  h  cypher  message  eenl 
out  to  the  wrong  party,  because  the  whole  name 
cdf  the  firm,  was  not  given  {  in  this  case  the  real 
owner  assured  me  it  was  quite  oorrset,  hot 
entreated  that  I  would  not  rejdy  to  the  articlfl, 
because  it  might  seriously  iiyure  their  firm  ii'  it 
heoaae  known  that  that  tel^pwii  was  uddre«sal 
to  them.  We  do  not  reply  to  attacks  in  the 
newB^a^ers ;  bnt  there  is  a  special  clerk,  whoss 
duty  it  IS  to  bring  to  the  nobce  of  the  Director 
General  all  paragraphs  on  the  subject^ of  tslf' 
grapby  generally;  complaints  oKide  either  ■ 
ncwsjiaper^i  <ir  otherwise,  are  always  investigated, 
and  wo  are  always  thankful  for  any  inibrmauos 
titat  may  enable  us  to  correct  faults,  and  imp 
prove  the  administration  ;  Lut  t-onic  time  hci'ore 
the  extract  you  read  ju.-^t  now  was  pubiibhod,! 
think  the  same,  certainly  a  Humhay,  pi^MT,  .COIK 
gratulatcd  themselves  that  Providence,  or  SOBS* 
one  else,  had  improved  tlie  tclographto  a  nuahed 
extent ;  credit  was  withheld  from  the  department 

3927.  In  speaking  of  diwlfflng  mesMges,  yM 
said  that  yon  did  not  think  l£at  there  had  bsea 
any  cases  of  any  Importance  of  that  kind? — There 
were  some  in  Bombay,  which  were  traced  with 
great  difficulty,  and  the  parties  were  TSry  severely 
punished;  bnt  I  think  »t  is  qvite  a^  eweptisasi 
thing. 

2828.  "Dq  70U  npt  repeaibw  •  caf(c  to  which 


Digii 


tXLBOT  COXMIXXSB  OT  XABV  mZA  OOmflJiriCATIOHS. 


MS 


eoHtdenblo  public  attention  mm  atlnwted,  not 

more  than  twelve  months  since,  of  two  native 
merchaotti  bein^  puni^ed  with  imprisonment  fur 
bribing  the  officials  ?-r'Y«»t  this  u  the  same  case, 
I  thinl,  as  well  as  I  can  remember,  two  eij^nal- 
lers,  no  lonfrer  in  Government  employ,  were 
bribed  to  cut  thf  wire  and  take  the  messages. 

1929.  Bid  vou  ever  see  a  memorial  addreuod 
fi(D  die  merchantB  at  Kuiraehee  to  Mr.  Mans- 
field,  the  Commissioner  of  Scinde,  complaining 
of  the  very  faci  which  was  referred  to  in  evi- 
dfooe,  of  meaflages  being  known  in  the  bazaar 
fiff-ire  tlifv  were  known  at  the  racrchmits'  offices 
tn  whiini  they  were  addressed  r — No,  i  never 
it.  A  si^ialler  is  not  allowed  to  leave  the 
Ss»  when  he  is  wgnallmg. 

j»30.  The  Peons  are,  are  they  not? — Yes,  the 
PeoDo  are,  1>ut  the  signaller  docs  not  t;ivc  tlic 
mttm/i  to  tUe  Peon,  but  to  the  officer  in  charge, 
fA»  fi  in  assistant  superiiitendmt»  or  an  offioer 
h  th?  .^cpnrtmrnt,  wholooks  fbrvara  to  rising  to 
rujiccs  a  month. 

S93I.  I  think,  generally,  your  statement  is  to 
das  effect,  that  con«(!crable  imjjrovpmcntp  nre  hi 
ctmrre  of  being  made,  but  we  have  not  yet  hud 
Qise  to  see  the  effect  of  them  uj)on  tlic  working 
•fllie  telegraph  system? — Hardlj.  Tfaey  do 
AnrflmnselTes.  Whenever  a  message  takes  18 
Ibits  lu'twccn  Calcutta  and  Kiimu'hee,  we  call 
ftr  an  explanati<jn ;  but  that  iis  a  very  dificrent 
(Mn?  fnitn  three  weeks,  as  somebody  said.  I 
ftink  it  W.18  Mr.  Walton  -.\ho  said  that  it  tnolc 
from  three  days  to  three  weeks  between  Bombay 
and  Calcutta ;  I  never  heard  of  its  bein«r  so  bad 
e  tbt  at  any  time ;  whenever  &e  telegraph  ia 
Kit  «o  much  per  cent,  qoieker  than  the  post,  a 
refund  is  given. 

2932.  What  do  jou  consider  a  fair  time  for  a 
ne??^  irom  Knnradiee  to  Caleutta,  now? — 
Four  or  hours;  and  it  would  be  lesS  if  there 
were  no  local  messages)  cutting  in. 

2933.  In  other  words,  you  have  not  wires  suffi- 
ocnt  for  your  through  traffic  and  your  local 
traffic? — No,  not  yet;  but  thej'  are  being  put  up. 

2934.  "NVTien  this  sccontl  wire  i.s  I  Ugh  from 
Koirachee  to  Calcutta,  I  eui^po.-c  from  half-an- 
hoor  lo  40  tnintrtes  tronid  dc  i^nitu  enough  as 
r  ;;\(  ra^rt  ?— Yes;  we  have  sent  direct  to  Kni^ 
nchr       r.  instantaneously. 

2f*3,-i.  Between  Kunraoiiee  and  IJomliay,  what 
time  should  you  suppose  would  he  taken  ^vLen 
tkc  improvemcntjs  are  finished  ? — We  should  scud 

fircrtly. 

2936.  The  average  would  he  10  nunutes  or  a 
^Barter  of  an  hour,  I  suppose? — ^It  wtmlcl  be 

tBt  rclv  tlie  time  to  sit^al,  n  itliin^  more. 

2937.  When  will  those  improvements  come  into 
iSeett  (to  you  suppose? — nope  before  the  end 

July. 

2938.  Yon  said  that  yon  thought  that  the 
management  of  the  railway  telegraph  finca  tvoold 
be  brtter  left  with  ika  railway  company;  what 
9  your  rcanon  for  thinking  so  ? — It  is  almost 
bevond  my  province  to  speaK  on  (bis  subject ;  I 
certairly  eoiisider  it  false  policy  to  divide  respon- 
RbiGty ;  why  shouM  iSiO  rm  avthorities  hand 
rver  this  jiart  of  their  working  to  any  one  else  ? 
a  single  line  of  i-ail  cannot  be  worked  without  a 
td^raph;  if  that  administration  fail,  the  rail 
■ust  fjul  too  ;  the  rail  ia  80  coin|ilctcly  dependent 
flo  the  telegraph  as  to  be  at  their  ujeicy. 

You  are  probably  aware  that  in  this 
cnuttij  the  telegraphs  along  the  railways  are 
voriceo  by  Ae  telegraph  companies,  ana  Ibfft 


separate  wires  are  reserved  by  them  for  the  oon- 

nierciul  udrk,  and  al.so  for  carrying  railway  mes- 
sages and  signalling  railway  trains  ?— Then  in 
that  ease  the  Rdilway  Telegraph  Cumimny  be- 
comes a  |>art  of  the  railway  administration  "ndwr 
a  different  name. 

2940.  Do  you  see  any  reason  why,  supponuff 
a  line  of  telegraph  were  complete  along  the  ra!^ 
way  between  Bombay  and  Calcutta,  that  tele- 
prapli  should  not  be  worked  l>y  a  .separate  tele- 
graj>h  company,  tJic  railway  service  being  done 
as  m  this  country  by  tiio  telegraph  company  as 
well  an  the  tran.-^niistiioii  of  raiblic  inc.Sfiages'  ?— 
Then  you  divide  the  re£|KHwiUlity  ;  the  railway 
people  can  do  thdr  own  work,  or  certainly  they 
ou^t  to  do  it  mofe  satisfactoiily  than  if  they  got 
some  one  else  to  do  it  for  them. 

2D41.  But  a  railway  eompany  is  scarcely 
suitable,  is  it,  for  carrying  public  messages;  it  ia 
a  diffbrent  trade,  is  it  not  f—Yoa  haTe  a  special 
and  separate  cstabliHliment,  and  ean  have  special 
wires  for  the  public ;  but  to  give  the  working  of 
the  railway  telegraphs  to  a  separate  administra- 
tion, is  about  as  wise  as  to  baud  over  the  poliec, 
the  working  of  tlie  locomotives,  or  any  other 
branch  of  their  business  ;  you  may  have  special 
lines  for  the  purpose. 

S942.  You  tinnk  that  the  system  wtuch  exists 
in  this  country  of  haviu"  wires  upon  the  same 
poles  along  the  railways  for  railway  purposes  and 
for  telegrajih  puqiosea  would  not  suit  so  well  in 
India? — All  the  line.>;  in  Enyhuid  are  double, 
or  chiefly  bo  ;  but  wlierc  there  is  a  single  line 
of  railway,  then  the  whole  at  the  safbty  of  liie 
line  k  in  the  telegraph  ;  you  cannot  move  wiib- 
out  a  teleeraph. 

2D  13.  h-  it  not  l.etter,  therefore,  that  the 
telegraph  should  be  worked  by  persons  specially 
trained  t^)  it,  and  tbat  it  should  not  he  len  to  the 
care  of  r.-iiluny  porters? — It  is  not  so;  they 
have  ^i)t  a  separate  establishment,  and  a  separate 
superintendent  for  telcjiraphy  only. 

2944.  Suppoflingsuch  a  line  of  trlcgrnph  were 
finii^hed  between  JBombay  and  Calcutta,  du  you 
.-^ee  any  "lyeetii'U  to  the  working  of  it  being  in 
the  h&udi)  of  a  private  company  ? — ^Nooe  what- 
ever, beyond  what  I  have  mentioned. 

20 4 r;.  Mr.  J/«rx/i.]  Y  ou  say  that  there  is  a 
line  to  Kanguuu;  is  that  fixed  upon  the  trees 
or  upon  posts  ? — On  posts,  nvfortunately  ;  the 
elephant  crmss  and  creeper?  s<ion  reaeli  the  wire 
and  ca.u.'re  interruptions ;  and  that,  too,  at  the 
season  of  the  vear  when  those  malarious  tracts 
are  deadly.  .Tust  as  I  left  Cakntta,  my  deputy. 
Major  Murray,  started  to  inspect  this  line,  and 

to  endeavonr  to  devi.-e  sonic  means  fiv  Wndlo^ 
rating  or  removing  tliose  difficulties. 

294G.  Would  there  be  any  great  difficulty  in- 
cniiliiuiin^Mh:it  line  to  Singajiore  aloii<r  the  Coast  ? 
—  JLnorinous  practical  difUculty,  liuui  the  wild 
nature  of  the  conntiy. 

2947.  Ia  there  a  line  of  telegraph  by  land 
being  constnicted  at  present  between  Ktu-rachee 
and  the  head  of  the  Persian  Golf  by  Bushire  ? — 
It  is  under  connderation.  I  met  Colonel  Gold.-' 
snrid  at  Madras,  and  we  had  a  talk  nponihe  svb^ 
jeet :  he  there  on  liis  way  to  the  Governor 
General  In  try  and  induce  him  to  snppnrt  a  direct 
line  from  Kurrachee,  avoidingtiwOult' alt ol: ether. 

2948.  That  would  be  very  preferable,  1  sup- 
pose, and  could  be  done  ? — It  is  would  always 
DC  liable ;  in  other  respects  it  would  be  prefer- 
able to  a  cable,  to  h&Bg  ii^ored  by  misdiievoaa 
people  among  tiie  wUd  tribes. 


Col.  D.  0. 
jKo&iiuow. 
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Joseph  D'Aguilau  Samcda,  £^.,  a  Member  of  the  House ;  Examined. 


J  2949.  Chairman.1  The  Committee  wish  very 

jyAauUat  have  the  benefit  of  your  advice  nnd  in- 

JfaiMwBr,  fiiniKition  as  t<i  tlic  effect  jiroduccd  u[Hm  the  cost 
Esq.,  m.p.  of  working  steamers  by  increaaing  the  rate  of 
—  epeed.  It  appears  that,  according  to  Ae  present 
18  May  contract  between  the  Govtriumnf  and  flie  Pe- 
1866.  ninsular  and  Oriental  Company,  iUc  couijianv  are 
bound  to  perform  the  voyage  from  buez  to  Bom« 
bay  in  312  bmir?.  Tlic  .listxince  being  2,972 
m'lles,  which  glxcs  an  average  speed  of  9  4  koots 
an  hour.  If  it  were  proj)oged  to  increase  ihat 
apeed  to  1 1  knots  an  hour,  what  should  you  con^ 
aider  to  be  the  proper  e<]u!valent  to  be  paid  to  the 
company  in  congideraiii>n  "f  the  extra  .-iicvd  tlius 
given  by  them  to  the  public  ? — That  would  entail 
a  consumption  of  7,800  tons  of  coals,  if  the  voy- 
ages were  perr  rined  weekly,  and  a  cost  of  about 
27,000/.  in  money.  I  take  it  in  this  way:  U 
knota  would  require  80  tons  of  coal  per  day,  and 
the  present  consumption  of  coal,  as  it  actually 
is  taking  place,  I  am  informed,  is  44  tons  a 
day,  to  produce  S»  t  knot.'^.  1'he  (iiffcrcnce  by 
that  calculation,  taking  into  account  the  reduced 
days  of  voyage,  wonld  he  160  tons  per  Toyage, 
and  150  tdiiH  jicr  voyage,  multijwied  by  52 
voyages,  will  give  7,800  tmifi  a  year;  therefore, 
<m  the  Indian  dde,  you  will  have  to  increase  die 
cost  by  27,300/.  for  coal.  I  have  also  taken  on 
the  European  side  to  increase  the  s|)ecd  to  12 
knots  Ml  imtr,  and  nnuing  the  aame  nnmher  cf 
-voyages,  yon  will  require  to  increase  your  con- 
sumption of  coal  169  tons  a  voyage,  or  8,800 
tons  in  the  year,  er  I  V  ■(JO/.,  that  is  between 
Marseilles  to  Alexandria.  That  would  give  a 
total  of  4SfiOOL  a  year  additional  for  coat,  if 
you  aocoleratcd  the  speed  from  10  knnts,  whieh 
IB  the  present  speed  on  the  £uro]jtiuu  eide,  to 
12  hnote,  and  man  9  or  9}  knots,  which  is 
the  present  speed  on  the  Indian  .-I<lc,  to  11 
knots;  and  a  voyage  weekly,  each  way,  that 
is,  58  complete  voyages  out  and  home,  or  104 
tripe.  Then  1  have  tdcen  36  tons  per  day  as  the 
quantity  whieh  they  are  hnmingon  the  Euro- 
jiean  side,  g<'ing  at  10  knots  an  hour,  which  I  am 
luformed  is  their  quanti^.  And  I  would  call  the 
attention  of  the  Coomuttee  here  to  the  reason 
why  I  have  strggcsted  a  difference  of  a  knot  an 
hour  in  the  two  services,  and  t^o  Buiall  a  diti'er- 
cnoe  in  the  qnantity  of  coal  for  the  diifercnt 
speeds.  It  Is  a  generally  well  known  thing  that 
coal  deteriorates  very  mtich  indeed  in  hot  cli- 
mates ;  it  ia  difficult  to  keep  it  so  useful  and 
Mgood  as  in  Europe;  and  X  have  made  an  al- 


lowance that  you  must  reqiiirc  one-fourth  more 
coal  to  do  the  same  (inantity  of  work  in  India. 
The  fif^iircri  given  to  me  by  the  Penin«ular 
and  ^Oriental  Compaiir«  of  what  they  actual^ 
Und  is  the  case,  esoeeds  that  one-fonrth ;  hat  I 
think  that  ouc-fuurth  is  a  very  fair  allowance,  and 
I  think  you  must  not  attempt  to  get  those  diA 
fereneee  quite  exact,  for  this  reason :  that  there 
is  a  very  great  difference  between  usintr  VCthh. 
coal,  and  using  Newcastle  coal ;  tlie  ditiercnce 
is  as  much,  probably,  as  25  per  cent.  In  the 
case  of  the  vessels  on  tlieir  near  home  service, 
they  no  douht  are  all  supplied  with  Welsh  eoid, 
but  I  fhmild  Iniafjlnc  (Tdo  not  know  it  forafact) 
that  on  the  Indian  station  they,  occasionally,  an 
obliged  to  take  ships  with  North  country  coal, 
and  that  may  quite  tufficiently  aecount  fur  the 
fact  being,  as  given  to  me,  that  it  now  cxceedi 
the  allowanee  whidi  I  have  made  on  tiM  Indisn 
station. 

2950.  Mr.  Margh."]  Do  you  know  tb:  at 
Ceylon  they  have  almost  entirely  north  countrv 
coal  ? — 1  do  not  know  what  they  use  there.  It 
would  certainly  he  wiser  if  they  oonld  get  it,  to 
use  all  Welsh  coal,  but  I  can  Iniafjine  that  it  is 
almost  an  impoasibility  ;  they  arc  obliged  to  take 
ships  firom  different  ports,  just  as  they  arc  abls 
to  get  them,  tMcanse  they  want  sttch  a  large 
quantity. 

2951.  Chairman.^  Yvm  mean  that  if  four  toiu 
of  coal  will  do  the  service  of  four  tons  here,  font 
tons  of  coal  in  the  East  will  only  do  the  scrnoe 
of  tliree  tons? — Kxactly.  I  have  looked  at  the 
matter  in  this  way :  What  are  the  present  speeds, 
and  what  could  he  obtained ;  ana  when  I  have 
suggested  what  could  be  obtained,  what  woidd 
be  tlie  means  that  would  be  necessary  to  call 
upon  a  company  to  provide  to  ohtidn  those  results, 
and  the  expense  con??cr[iicnt  upon  it,  of  vcsjela 
and  everything  of  the  dort,  1  aliould  propiic, 
not  only  as  a  good  service,  but  as  the  greatest  that 
you  could  possibly  recommend  with  the  present 
amount  of  experience,  that  12  knots  might  befiied 
for  the  accelerated  !*pccd  on  the  Curope.in  side, 
and  1 1  on  the  Iiidian  side.  In  order  to  do  this, 
I  should  propose  to  put  upon  the  Indian  eide 
vessels  of  2,400  tons  burden  and  500-horse  jiower, 
and  those  vessels  would  burn  about  60  tons  of 
coal  per  day  ;  those  vessels  would  have  the  power 
of  carrying  350  tons  of  cargo,  in  addition  to  their 
stores,  and  550  tons  of  coal ;  that  is,  nine  days' 
cord.     That  woidd  reiiuirc  tlic  ves.scls  to  stoji  at 

Aden,  and  I  should  almost  fancy  that  on  the 

whole 
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Tfkile  it  would  be  more  advisable  that  they 
■bald  stop  at  Aden;  but  if  it  were  (konicd  ho 
idnible  that  everything  else  should  givo  way  to 
their  going  Ae  whole  journey  without  stopr  infr  at 
ill.  thev  wouM  requiro  to  carry  <*^00  tons  of  coals  ; 


lengthen  the  "  Carnatic,"  and  to  put  new  eugines 
into  her  at  a  cost  of  G.'J.OOO/.  ;  so  that  130,000/. 
would  have  to  be  spent  on  the  European  fliide»  or 
s  total  of  680,000l  Therefore^  I  make  it  that 
680,000/.  will  have  to  be  epent  to  cnalilc  this 
limis  to  aay,  they  must  carry  about  two  days  more  increased  velocity  to  be  attained  and  to  be  main- 
dua  if  necessary  for  the  expected  leugtli  of  the  taiued. 

2956.  Do  you  consider  tliat  six  pliips  of  that 
power  would  be  sufficient  to  keep  up  a  weekly 
commnnication  with  India  ? — I  think  they  would  } 
if  nz  Teasela  wwe  used,  each  vessel  would  have  a 
13  dt^s  stay  at  Bombay^  and  six  days  at  Suez, 
niid  I  tliink  that  is  eoovghj  Seven  Teasels  pro- 
bably might  be  better. 

2957.  Do  YOtt  mean  six  ships  on  iJie  other  aide? 

— YC8. 

2968.  How  many  on  this  side  ? — Fuur  on  this 
Bide. 

2959.  Mr.  Marrh.l  That  ia  only  from  Mai^ 
seillee? — Yes,  that  is  only  from  Marseilles;  I 
have  not  taken  account  of  the  Southampton 
line  at  all;  and  have  left  that  out  expreealyj 


,  Tiio.  and  they  would  have  to  abandon  that 
amuty  of  cargo.  Therefore  that  would  reduce 
tttir  cargo  to  lOO  tone.  Practically,  if  you  insisted 
gpos  the  veflsels  making  the  joimiey  without 
Moffing  at  Aden,  you  would  have  to  abandon  die 
orgo. 

2952.  And  reduce  tlie  earnings  of  the  ship 
limpiT  to  mails  snd  passengers  ? — xes,  you  would 
«d1v  be  aUe  to  take  100  tons  €f  «aigo  inatMd 

of  350. 

2953.  Henry  Rawlinson.']  There ifl the  diAr- 

encr-  of  lioiiig  lu-avily  laden  — ^That  you  would 
;ia\e  to  jrovide  for  again,  but  it  would  be  no 
prolit  t(i  vnu.  That  would  be  easily  provided 
m  bj  baiJding  veseels  on  the  plan  which  we  have 


adopted  in  some  eacics,  viz.,  oftmUding  ihein  witb   because  I  do  not  think  it  would  pay  to  viake  toe 


double  'n'ttoms!,  and  \vben  the  vcssfil  becomes 
too  light  from  the  consumption  of  coal,  substi- 
lB&i{  water  in  between  those  double  bottoms ; 
balling  the.  t*bij)  with  water  wben  tlic  quantity 
of  cf«l  was  nearly  burnt  out,  would  be  a  mere 
qncftion  for  the  comparative  increase  of  sab> 
•ddr  owing  to  the  decrcaFcd  power  oi  eaniiiut 
is  the  shape  of  cargo.  The  same  vessels  would 
fce  rwjuiic'd  in  T)otli  ca?ee. 

29M.  Chaimuitt.^  In  the  next  place,  judging 
by  tiie  experience  which  we  have  or  the  increase 
iotk  amount  of  the  mails;  100  tons  mirrlit  in  the 
course  of  a  long  contract  be  found  to  be  no  more 
tkn  sufficient  to  accommodate  the  tnailn,  esp^ 
rially  if  pro\  ision  had  to  be  made  fi>r  a  sortmg 
mom  on  boaril  1  do  not  know  about  100  tons 
fw  mail?,  that  seems  a  very  large  amount. 

i^d.  We  have  had  evidence  of  the  mail  sent 
tt  AasiraBa  In  November  last,  amounting  to  106 
tons?— I  wa-s  not  n-\vare  of  that;  yoti  will  nndcr- 
tod  that  I  am  alludinnj  to  doad  w(  i^dit,  and  you 
vwiW  have  with  tliofic  100  tons  a  L^rcat  amonntof 
ipaccfor  lifjlit  tilings  like  mails;  bui  yf-n  v.nuld 
not  have  the  i>uwer  of  putting  more  tiian  that 
veight  with  the  displacement  of  the  ship,  which 
I  hare  provided  for,  and  the  displacement  of  the 
i^ip  regulates  the  quantity  of  ooal  that  is  bumt. 
Then  on  the  European  !^id(i  T  t^buuld  also  pro- 
pMe  to  use  vessels  of  the  same  size,  muuely^ 
S^OO  tons,  and  of  the  same  power ;  they  have 
a  much  easier  task  to  pcrforni,  as  tlieir  journey 
is  only  1,500  miles.    Tbtrtifore,  there  is  no  dilii- 


alterations,  and  tu  aooelerate  the  speed  upon  the 

Southampton  line. 

2960.  The  speed  is  not  so  much  required  on 
that  line  ? — I  do  not  think  it  is ;  I  eonslder  tliat 
they  have  got  the  mail  route  marked  out  to  go 
through  France,  and  any  advantage  that  may 
Tesult  from  the  ships  carrying  cai]^  on  the  South- 
ampton route,  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  better 
than  incrca'*inrr  the  gpeed. 

2961.  Chairman.'^  What  time  do  you  suppose 
wonM  be  required  to  enable  Ibe  Peninsolar  aiMl 
Oriental  0()ni|iany,  or  any  other  comjmny  (pro- 
vided alwaya  that  money  was  in  hand,  and  that  no 
finance  company  was  to  be  colled  to  the  aid)  to 
provide  those  ships?— At  the  very  least  IS 
months. 

2962.  And  the  additional  time  of  putting  the 
ships  on  the  station  in  India? — Yes;  1  mean  to 
provide  tiiem  feom  die  btdlders ;  if  Aejr  gave  Ibe 

order  for  them  to  niftn  u\v  they  could  not  have 
them  in  a  fit  condition  to  go  to  sea  for  18  months 
at  the  very  least. 

290^?.  Yon  \\  uuld  consider  it  proper,  would  you 
not,  that  an^  coinnauy  obtaining  a  contract  under 
such  conditions,  sliould  have  the  contract  in  the 
nature  of  a  lease,  with  sometime  to  run  ? — Yes, 
no  doubt ;  because  those  vessels,  if  they  happened 
to  be  thrown  upon  their  hands,  would  be  oven 
more  difficult  to  nudce  profitable  employment  of 
than  their  present  vessels. 

29C4.  hat  should  you  consider  to  be  a  fiur 
time  for  such  a  contract,  having  regard  to  the 


nhy  m  carrying  their  coal.  On  the  European  Ui^e  outlay  which  ^ou  have  suggested? — Upon 
■de,  going  12  Knots  an  hour,  the  oonsump-     '  -      •  ■  •  "      .  •  i 

tiflo  of  coal  would  be  as  nearly  as  iKMSsible  the 
suie  as  on  the  Indian  side  going  11  knots, 
the  coDSumjption  of  coal  on  the  Kuropeau  side 
vndd  be  58  tons  a  day.  Beviewing  the  ship 
which  the  company  possess  for  pcrfonning  tins 
wrvice,  it  ocxiurs  to  me,  that  for  the  Indian 
•de  the  "  Simla  "  is  the  only  one  that  I  should 
retain,  and  T  think  that  the  "  Simla  "  with  new 
toilers  -tt  ould  be  capable  of  taking  her  place  as 
(ine  of  those  ships.  Then  five  new  ships  would 
have  to  be  added,  wid  die  cost  of  those  five  ships 
vift  their  engines  would  be  110,000?.  eneb,  and 
thatwoold  involve  5, '50, 000  /.  On  tbc  Enropean 
side  I  should  propose  to  use  the  "  Ceylon  "  as  she 
^  I  should  propose  to  put  new  engines  in  the 
"  Goleonda "  and  tlic  "  Monltan,"  with  a  cost  of 


tliat  point  my  opinion  would  not  be  perhaps  so 
valuable  as  that  of  many  Konourablc  Members 
on  this  Committee,  biitlBhould  sappose  about 
seven  years. 

2965.  I  mean  with  reftrence  to  the  probability 
of  repair.*  wliich  such  ships  would  have  to  undergo 
in  the  course  of  their  service,  and  in  that  res(>ect 
your  experience  would  be  useful  to  the  Com- 
mittee?- But  I  look  u]ion  it  more  in  thi-s  way, 
that  if  tlioee  vessel.*  were  ever  diverted  from  the 
service  which  you  engage  them  for,  and  went 
about  aeekiiw  employment,  in  all  probikbility  they 
oould  only  obtain  it  by  submitting  to  a  very  large 
anionnl  of  de[ire(;iation  upon  their  original  cost ; 
and  if  they  hod  had  seven  years  employment  on 
one  service,  the  Company  ough^  I  think,  by  pra- 
dcnt  nrrringcmcnlt?  of  eitinmcrce,  to  have  laid  by  a 
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33,000/.  in  each  case;  and  I  should  propose  to    sufficient  sum  to  meet  that  depreciation,  which 
(U3.  x3  vonld 
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J,         would  enable  them  to  do  so,  with  a  fair  proba* 
D'AguUar  UUty  of  arotdiag  lost.   If  you  took  those  «hip«, 
Samuda,   and  set  them  adrift  IS  tmmtlu  after  jou  faar« 

Jtartcil  tl.tni,  it  would  in  all  probability  result  in 
•  very  great  loes  to  the  company  befwe  they 
4Sotild  fall  upon  thdr  IcgSt       find  another  am-  • 
pldymt  nt  for  thera. 

2y6tj.  i'rom  your  kuovvk'djj:e  uf  tiir  veesels 
which  the  Peiuiillllar  and  Orieitiul  Company  are 
employing  at  the  praaent  momeat  in  the  Jiduten 
seas,  do  you  think  that  any  of  then  eeiald  be  uaed 
for  x\w  imrijo.ses  of  tlii^f  Indian  ^Tuil  from  Suez  to 
Bombay,  at  a  rate  of  speed  in  exocse  of  thi  pre- 
sent speed,  but  not  m  high  as  you  have  teen 
oontpuiplating?— I  think  tbat  with  aonu-  slij^lit 
modificntiona  and  alterations,  they  could  b« 
employed  in  excess  of  their  present  speed. 

-"li*.  To  M  lutt  extent? — I  should  have  thougbt 
a  knot  au  hour. 

J2y68.  That  wonld  be  lOj  knots  insteatl  of  11  ? 
—1  fancy  mveelf  tiiat  they  only  go  9  knots,  in- 
stead of  iji  Dut  whatever  it  is,  it  misfbt  be  a 
knot  iiioic,  if  you  take  the  pnyitr?  tliat  have 
J>een  given  in,  I  will  tell  you  what  I  refer 
to.  lu  the  papers  of  the  Select  Comimttee  on 
Cotnmunicatiou  with  India  issued  in  April  la.«t, 
at  page  IC,  the  speed  of  the  mails  i»  gi\'en  for  tiic 
7«ar  1866,  and  there  I  find  tbat  the  aterage  for 
the  year  is  given  between  Marseilles  and  Alex- 
andria at  10  knots;  i'lom  Suez  IJoiiibay  at 
8  knot? ;  and  from  Suez  to  Calcutta  at  10  knots, 

2969.  Under  the  oontract,  as  it  ^  praaent 
«tsndfl,  and  whidi  waa  modified  in  the  rnonA  of 
Feliruarj'  last,  the  vesfcl.a  are  bound  now  to  per- 
form their  service,  not  at  a  rate  per  hour,  but  to 
complete  their  voyage  widiin  a  certain  number  of 
days.  And  the  result  of  that  wliirh  T  stated  in. 
my  first  question  to  you  was  to  bring  tlie  service 
between  Suez  and  Bombaj  at  9}  Imots  ? — Yea, 
But  then  1  find  by  aaot^er  paper  put  in  by  Mr. 
Hill,  that  the  service  is  stated  in  this  way :  the 
contract  time  of  Id  knots,  reduced  for  deviations 
from  the  straight  line  of  half  kuot  to,  say  9|  knots, 
would  give  14  days  2  faonr«,  and  that  the  diips 
have  performed  the  voynire  in  13  day,  23  honrf. 
and  o3  Diinutes.  They  really  have  {(erfurmed 
^e  voyage  7  hours  less  than  the  contract  time ; 
that  uiakc^  it  9 J  knots;  Imt  still  T  faney  there  is 
a  further  allowaucc  in  tliat  which  1  tlo  not  see, 
because  it  does  not  work  out  312  hours,  the 
ooatraot  tim^  and  ^,000  miles  at  9|  knota  an 
hour,  makes  13  daya;  but  the  thne,  as  given  by 
Mr,  ITin,  madi'  14  days,  and  ihal  is  a  part  of  the 
case  which  puzzles  me.  But  he  that  as  it  may, 
vessels,  such  as  their  new  shi])?,  the  "  Camaitio," 
the  "  Kangoon,"  the  "  Barnda."  the  "Dellii."  and 
the  *'  Golconda,''  are  vessels  which  ought  to  have 
been  able  to  have  done  at  leaat  10  knots  an  hour. 

2970.  The  Committee  may  consider  it  to  be 
your  opinion  that,  in  the  present  state  of  nautical 
science,  the  eontract  speed  of  \)h  knots  an  hour, 
on  a  great  main  line  of  oommunicadon,  is  hardly 
up  to  ibe  standard  of  the  present  day? — I  l^nk 
not;  I  think  that  ynn  fiULrht  to  have  the  best 
service  you  ean  tret,  and  thi?*  speed  ajijiearc  tome 
to  be  too  low.  But  of  coiirse,  in  makiup  that 
observation.  1  wi,-h  to  rail  the  attention  of  the 
Couuniitee  to  the  fuel,  that  in  getting  the  faster 
wrvice,  it  iavcdves  a  ^reat  deal  beyond  -what  has 
been  done  prenoasl^.  I  do  not  Imow  thatt  amy 
oontmct  baa  ever  been  given  yet  so  Idg b  aa  13 
knots  an  horn.  The  cfintract  speed  ohtained 
by  the  West  India  Mail  Company  is  10}  knots; 
I  do  not  Imow  wbst  didr  oontract  requireB  of 


them,  hut  they  obtain  lOj  kn()t3.  The  oontnet 
speed  ubtAined  by  the  Peninsular  and  Orient^ 
Company  on  tibe  European  aide  I  have  iiua^j 
luypflf  lor  a  long  time  to  have  been  ukiut  \{A 
knots,  from  ihe  ob«er\'atione  which  I  have  tnkca 
e(  some  of  the  vessels  that  tliey  have  mnuag 
now,  without  going  into  the  whole  avenure. 
Therefore  there  oould  be  no  difficulty  in 
being  maintained  then. 

ii87L  Are  there  any  other  elements  which 
wodd  enter  into  your  calculation  of  the  incrutseu 
cost  in  consequence  of  the  increased  rate  it 
speed  ? — There  are  other  elements ;  but  1  Juw 
not  taken  them  into  ny  ealeuktiim  beeauae  Ae^ 
do  not  e^tfne  exactly  within  my  own  proiince. 
liut  there  would  be  liuuie  ali|;kt  additional  cost  ia 
maintaining  those  large  ships.  The  wear  and 
tear,  of  course  would  oe  great,  and  the  interrn  1 
money,  and  the  depreciation  that  vvoukl  fuiiov 
would  he  witJi  reference  to  the  outlay  made;  bat 
tbe  uriucijMd  additions  are  what  I  have  stated  t> 
the  Committee. 

2972.  The  extra  cost  due  to  the  item,  ooid, 
would  not  be  the  only  additiunal  expense  ?— Jli<^ 
not  the  only  etement ;  but  then  you  wouU  gs^ 
of  course,  a  verj- considerable  advantage  b j  it* 
creasing  the  size  of  the  hkips,  hocauie  it  ig 
oomparattvely  msy ;  and  I  ought  to  call  4a 
ftttentMU  of  the  CA>mmittee  to  that.  It  is  ooa- 
paratiirely  easy  to  get  the  speeds  we  are  talking 
of  in  smoc»th  water  and  under  favourable  clrcuiu- 
Btauces ;  but  when  you  work  in  all  weathev,  ia 
bad  weather  aa  well  aa  in  fine  wwtbeiv  aad 
under  all  adverse  circumstances,  the  enrrines  and 
the  ships  not  being  up  to  the  high^^t  state 
peiftction,  sometimes  the  bottoms  of  tlie  shp 
being  rather  dirty,  and  neeessarily  so  from  luit 
being  able  to  get  time  to  go  into  dock,  aad  some- 
times the  boilers,  not  being  in  the  very  bi^heiit 
state  of  perfection,  you  must  make  in  macQoe  a 
very  large  allowanoe  from  ibat  wbicb  toe  dup  is 
cap  aide  of  doing  in  smooth  weather.  And  it  is 
practically  the  case  that  the  larger  tlie  Ehip  the 
more  nearly  the  genera!  average  will  approw^  to 
the  hi;;lu\^t  r.ite  of  .<peed  that  you  can  pet  out  of 
the  bhipfe.  \\'itli  suiall  ships  the  dilicreniM!  wiU 
become  very  luueh  greater  in  bad  weather  thtt 
it  would  be  with  large  ahipe. 

8973.  Wbich  do  you  consider  to  be  prefedhfe, 

the  screw  (tr  the  paddle?-- In  this  instariic  I 
should  use  a  screw.  Tiic  vai  iation  of  the  cujJ  ic 
so  very  great,  and  more  especially  if  you  at  aoj 
time  tliought  it  necessary  to  insist  ujion  a  ve-"! 
goinp;  past  Aden,  that  1  think  a  acrew  on  the 
whole  would  iie  luMter. 

2974.  Mr.  Marsh.]  The  spood,  I  presume,  i» 
irree|)cctive  of  the  four  mouths  of  the  monsoea? 
— No,  1  make  this  average  to  include  the  ibv 
months  of  the  monsoon. 

2975.  Bio&ertimeaofihe  jottrtheywouldca 
more  knols  an  hour? — tllQr  WOllId  bM 
then  to  go  faster. 

2976.  You  state  Ibat  theeoal  conanmed  by  the 
greater  speed  is  very  much  more,  and  the  conM- 
quent  expense  is  greater.  Is  not  there  si  me  ex- 
pense caused  by  3ie  extra  wear  aufl  tear  of  the 
machinery,  or  do  not  yon  calculate  that? — '-No* ^ 
do  not  calculate  that.  I  think  that  with  vesssli 
and  with  engines  constructeii  originally  to  give 
out  that  spoM,  you  ought  not  to  have  a  greats 
wear  and  tear,  OManse  you  ought  to  work  thoM 
cn^'incs  and  the  vessels  within  the  ])(nver  that 
they  are  careiblc  ot,  and  very  considcrabk 
vityn  it.  inatanoa^  to  ^  12  bM* 

we 
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«e  ik>al<l  require  to  exert  about  1,S00 

pjTver,  tliiif  is  tosaj,  1^00  Indicated  horse  power, 
lal  the  eaijjnes  ouffbt  to  be  capable  of  exerting 
eMily.  And,  therefore,  they  are  90  far 
vitiiiB  their  power  that  you  ought  not  bjr  putting 
ar  exeeauTS  strsm  on  ui«in  to  prodttoe  any  «ac- 
etiaTe  amount  of  wear  and  tear. 

2977.  That  might  occur  against  the  monsoon 
ocoiionally,  might  it  not?— I  do  not  tliiuk 
fo,  In  the  case  of  the  monsoon  you  would  have 
M  reduce  the  speed  of  your  ship,  because  you 
mU  not  pofldbty  nwigate  at  such  snecd  or  ex- 
ert mch  power  as  jou  would  under  tne  ordinary 
ocomffanoM  of  moderate  weather. 

2978.  She  W(Uil«l  be  foo  wet,  woiilil  she  not? 
—Yes;  yoa  could  not  drive  her ;  she  would  be 
too  wet. 

2'»7?.  You  have  stated  to  the  Committee  that 

Jou  rcL-uuimcnd  vessels  of  2,400  tons  for  the  In- 
ian  liuc.  Have  you  ever  thought  of  the  long 
■tietch  from  Galle  to  Australia,  of  3,300  miles  ? 
—The  service  that  I  have  been  speaking  of  is 
8,000  roili-^. 

298(1.  What  ship  would  you  rc.coounend  as  the 
■sOestship  that  could  be  used?— That  would 

iepeod  upon  what  speed  you  wanted  to  to. 

2^1.  At  a  speed,  say  of  10  knots  ^— Those 
■nediips  would  be  about  the  thing. 

JS82.  To  po  v.'r.v  "nJ-a-half  knots  you  would 
jKit  recommend  auy  thing  under  2,000  tons? — No, 
mtMj  not. 

2993.  Are  jtm.  nwnra  that  they  gp  now  with 
of  1,400  tons?— Then  ttiat  is  too  noall. 

2f'"4.  Yciu  would  recomnieiul  certainly  not  less 
tiiao  2,000  tons  for  the  safe^'  of  the  cargo '/ — 
No;  bat  my  reconunendftfaon  hu  reference  to 
convenience  ofpeesengere,  not  to  llie  safety 

of  the  careo. 

2983.  Yon  know  that  tat  a  tcsbcI  of  1,500 
tons  they  must  carry  coals  on  deck? — I  think 
they  oucht  to  be  prohibited  carrying  coals  on 
I'^i.  u'liiit  1  am  i^jieaking  of  is  with  regard  to 
getting  ^ood  average  speed;  that  is  wluit  you 
wint;  shipe  of  l,40u  tons  may  safe  enough  to 
OTV}-  ci  al  for  3,^00  mile?,  but  T  do  not  think  you 
ODproHtaUy  employ  auy  ?]iips  which  arc  much 
Iwthan  2,400  tons  or  2iooo  tons  if  you  want  to 
CO  at  anything  like  speed  of  the  present  dajj,  10 
aoti. 

2986.  If  you  employ  a  vessel  of  1,400  tons, 
JOB  must  cany  coal  on  deck  ? — I  am  notprepared 
buy  that  jou  ootild  make  a  ship  of  l,4(^ton8to 

p'3."no  nnlcs,  and  to  carry  coal  for  tfiat  distance. 
Viih  regard  to  the  present  speed,  I  wag  reading 
over  the  evidence  which  wa^  put  before  the  Com- 
mittee, in  which  I  noticed  that  it  was  proposed  to 
Of*  vesif^cls  of  about  1,500  toiiw  and  450  horsc- 
fower,  and  it  was  represented  to  the  Committee 
tbtmch  a  vessel  could  carry  200  tons  of  car^o, 
4W)  tons  of  coal,  and  that  that  would  enable 
ttf  to  make  the  voyaire  between  Suez  and 
fionUy,  without  atoppiiig  at  Aden,  at  the  rate  of 
I2i  kiots  aa  hour.  TsaTthat  lliat  is  utterly im- 
posille;  and  to  pati«fy  the  Committee  how  very 
iacorrect  it  must  be,  I  Jiavc  taken  out  the  actual 
rwollR  of  a  paddle-wheel  vessel,  which  I  built  of 
4e  eame  heain,  a  3f}-feet  bcnm,  l)ut  300-fcet  In 
length  instead  of  245,  and  consequently  giving 
er  very  ((msiderable  advantages  of  carryii^ 

ewer^aud  that  vessel  would  only  be  able  to  carry 
e  nd  three-qnaiter  days'  ecu  if  she  went  at 
12J!nuts  au  hour,  or  four  and  three-quarter  daya 
coal  if  ebe  went  at  12^  knots  in  India;  and  there- 
fore H  is  uopoflsible  ^at  you  could  hav«  a  vessd 
043. 


wlueh  was  SS^wt  dunrter  than  this,  with  the 
same  beam,  carrying  coal  that  really  required  tor 

be  12  days'  coal. 

2987.  To  go,  we  will  say,  nine  knots  an  hour, 
from  Ualle  to  King  George's  Sound  which  is 
3330  miles,  oould  a  vessel  ^less  than  2,000  tons 

do  that  and  carry  ]ia?^;f liters  and  a  hca\ y  mail, 
but  not  cargo  ? — 1  think  that  it  might  be  done 
with  a  vesisel  of  l,r>00 ;  indeed  yon  mav  take  it 
for  certain  it  could  be  tlone  at  that  s[M*cd. 

2988.  AVitliout  carrying  coal  on  deck? — Yes,  I 
do  not  consider  that  coal  on  the  deck  ought  to  be 
allowed  under  any  circumstances. 

2989.  Sir  fTenry  Ravlintm.']  In  the  number 
that  you  have  ^rlven  of  vi  :^<i  l-j  that  would  l  e  re- 
quired, and  the  time  for  8topi»ing  at  Bombay  and 
Suez,  do  you  alhrw  any  margin  for  accident ;  do 
you  allow  anv  extra  vr.-^ol?  --  Tin*  time  is  the  cir- 
cumstance in  which  you  get  the  allowance  ;  but, 
as  I  stated  to  the  Committee,  I  tliink  thnt  seven 
vessels  would  be  better  than  six  ;  but  if  you  had 
six  vessels  you  would  have  a  stay  at  Bombay  of 

13  duv?,  aiiid  a  stay  at  Su(>z  of  six  days  ;  if  you 

had  seven  vessels  you  would  have  a  stay  of  13 
days  at  each  place,  and  therdbreyon  wouU  have 

one  ves.-^el  that  could  take  the  phice  of  the  others 
under  all  circumi>tances. 

8990.  Admiral  Seymour.']  In  order  to  got  an 
averai^e  of  12  knots  an  hour  do  you  calculate  lliat 
you  must  go  14  or  1.5  knots  at  the  UK';sM;red 
mile  ? — To  get  an  average  of  12  knots  you  ought 
to  get  Toy  nearly  15  knots  at  the  measured  mue  i 

14  would  do  ibr  all  cn^inary  seas  and  all  or^nsry 
olreum.'^taiici's,  hut  if  you  pit  14  knots  at  iho 
measured  mile  you  ought  to  be  extremely  careful 
to  haye  such  an  understanding  that  the  moment 
the  boilers  jjot  the  least  bit  worn  they  sluMild  fake 
them  out  and  substitute  others ;  lieeause  tlie  wa^ 
in  which  you  &11  off  very  much  in  your  sncc*!  13 
this,  vessels  are  tried  at  the  measured  mile  with 
perfectly  new  boilers*,  and  with  a  pressure  of  25 
pounds  to  the  inf  h,  a  very  fair  and  reaiJonable 
pressure  with  boilers  in  that  state,  and  if  they  go 
14  knots  at  the  measured  mile,  they  would  Tcry 
safely  under  similar  circumstances  insure  you  12 
knots  at  sea  ;  but  after  they  have  been  out  at  sea 
for  some  short  time,  and  the  boilers  net  M  >rn  and 
weak,  they  reduce  (he  pressure  on  the  safety- 
vfilve  from  25  poiuKk  to  14  puuud;^,  and  then  you 
cannot,  of  course,  keep  up  a  rorrespondinj^  speed. 

2991.  Mr.  Marsh,']  Are  the  boilers  tried  with 
salt  water  at  the  measured  ndlef — ^Ye*,  they  arc 
generally  tried  nf  Stid<e^;  Bay,  that  is  salt  water. 

29i>2.  Mr.  Laird.^  You  stated  that  you  think 

?'oa  could  adapt  the  present  ve^.sels  to  go  a  knot 
aster,  would  tliat  1)e  hv  extenslNc  alteralii ais ? — 
1  faucy  tliat  the  alterations  would  have  princi- 
pally reference  to  the  boilers,  and  probdMy  the 
engines.  If  they  had  new  boilers  they  would 
bear  a  little  more  pressure,  I  think,  and  many  o^ 
those  vessels  ougnt  to  go  at  a  knot  an  hour 
&8ter. 

8993.  The  only  shemtion  would  be  in  having 

new  hoilcrp  of  a  larger  size? — Yes,  I  think  sn  ; 
certainly  that  would  be  so  ia  the  case  of  those 
new  vessels  which  I  have  referred  to. 

20DJ.  That  would  involve  nn  cxtrn  consump- 
tion of  coal,  woidd  it  not  ?—  Ill  at  wunid  involve 
an  extra  consumption  of  aVtont  M  tons  a  day. 

2995.  Mr.  StansfoldA  Do  you  happen  to  know 
what  was  Ac  s|)ced  of  ttie  **  Persia*  at  the  mca> 
aured  mile? — 1  think  it  was  14  knof- .  I  aiu  not 
quite  certain ;  I  do  not  know  that  she  was  ever 
tried  at  die  proper  measured  mile ;  they  do  not 
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generally  fry  tbem  in  Sootland  at  tbe  mossured 

mile. 

2996.  She  made  in  1861  12-9  knoU  in  her 
voyarjc**  on  the  aTcragc  of  the  year,  as  I  under- 
stand ?—  1  wna  Dot  aware  of  that :  that  ia  a  yerj 
high  sneed ;  she  is  a  ver^'  large  s^hip ;  indeed  she 
is  :i  M'HScl  of  1,000  horse  power,  and  I  believe 
her  consumption  of  coal  is  somctliins  like  140 
tons  a  day ;  etiU  I  tliiiik  there  must  he  some  m- 


accuracy  in  the  statt  ;iuMit  of  her  haviiig  avenged 
12-9  knots  throuirli  a  wiiole  year. 

2997.  Mr.  J/«r*A.j  The  "Scotia"  is stiUlaiga 
and  still  f^ter,  is  sIib  not?— I  think  «he  ia  yvj 
neariy  the  etune. 

MOT.  What  is  the  «  Atrato^  ?— The  «•  Atwtt" 
is  800  ]K*r:^c  power.  I  do  not  think  slic  i*  quite 
as  large  as  the  "  Persia."  She  ia  about  3,300 
tona  hurdien>  I  Aink. 


Cbabi.es  WBLLiNaTOH  HowBLL,  Esq.,  osHed  in ;  and  further  Bxsmined. 


C.  W.         2999.  Chairman,'}  You  heard  the  evidence 
Howell,  Esq.  ^ftt  was  given  the  ofher  day  by  Mr.  Knight :  do 
- — —        you  wish  to  make  any  statement  with  regard  to 
that  evidence  ? — Yes,  I  would  desire  to  make  a 
statement  upon  several  points  connected  with  the 
evidence  which  I  heard. 

3000.  The  Committee  would  wish  to  limit  the 
inquiry  as  much  as  possible  now,  and  perhaps  if 
yoa  can  confine  yourself  to  the  refutation  of  iacts« 
and  not  ^  into  matters  of  opinion,  it  would  he 
very  desiralile? — For  ohvioiw  reason.>j  T  desire  as 
much  as  pot»sible  to  state  (act.s  only,  and  to  sup- 

Sort  those  facts  by  vouchers  wlicn  I  can  do  so. 
!hc  first  ]ii>int  wliicli  1  notieed  in  Mr.  Knight's 
evidence  waii  with  regard  to  the  speed  ujwn  our 
Sues  line;  there  is  still  a  certain  conflict  of  evU 
dence  upon  that  point.  The  number  of  hours  we 
are  allowed  between  Suez  and  Bombay  gives 
out  tho  speed  of  nine  and  a  lialf  knots  ]>er  hour. 
LIr.  Knight  says  that  we  only  do  eight  and  a  half 
Imots;  but  a  return  put  in  by  Mr.  Frederick  Hill, 
of  the  P"5t  Offiee,  of  the  aetual  averatie  perform- 
ance between  Suez  and  Bombay  during  the  years 
1864  and  1866,  shows  that  we  md  it  in  two  hours 
and  seven  minute?  under  the  contract  time.  The 
reason  whjr  there  ia  some  ap^iareut  dibcrepaucy 
between  nme  and  a  half  knots,  which  is  the  con- 
tract time,  and  the  actual  pei^biiDRaoe«  is  this: 
that  in  Mr.  Hill's  return  soeount  is  teken  fbr 
the  allotvaneo  given  to  us  durlnc;  the  five  montlis 
of  the  south-west  muni^oon.  If  that  return  of 
Mr.  Hill's  were  referred  to,  it  would  be  seen  that 
the  average  lengtli  of  the  voyage  from  B(Mnl>ay 
to  Suez,  inclusive  uf  the  stoppage  at  Aden,  was 
13  da^s  22  hours ;  the  average  stoppege  at  Aden 
was  eight  hours  36  minutes ;  the  average  Icn^h 
of  the  voyage  from  Suez  to  Bombay,  exclusive 
of  the  stoppage  at  Aden,  Avas  13  days  l;i  liours 
aud  24  minutes.  The  contract  Ume  of  10  knots 
an  hour,  reduced  to  an  estimated  equivalent 
of  9}  knots,  by  alio  wing  for  deviations  from  straight 
lines  is  in  days  and  hours,,  exclusive  of  the  stoppage 
at  Aden,  13  days  exaetEy,  but  Aen  lliere  is  the 
allowance  for  the  monpoon  voynfrcs  wliich  ia 
brought  into  the  general  summary  of  ilie  foregoing 
statements,  and  the  general  summary  shows 
that  we  have*  doxixig  we  twojeaxa,  which  are 
comprised  in  iUs  aeoomi^  performad  ithM  work 
two  hours  and  i^cvcn  miontea  oo  the  aTsrage 
under  the  contract  time. 

3001.  Under  your  present  contrwt  you  are 
bound,  are  you  not,  to  make  the  voyage  in  312 
hours  ? — That  is  so. 

3002.  In  settling  up  with  the  Government  in 
respect  of  that  312  hours,  will  you  bo  allowed  the 
benefit,  so  far  as  the  averse  is  concerned,  of  the 
additional  time  in  making  tlie  voyage  fruni  Bom- 
bay to  Aden  in  the  monsoon  ?~I&  the  monsoon 
months  we  shall  get  that  benefit. 

3non.  How  often  do  you  make  your  settlement 
with  the  Post  Office? — We  have  not  yet  made  a 


settlement  with  them  under  the  agreemeni  of 
Feb-aary  hutj  the  returns  are  not  yet  received 
upon  which  a  settlement  can  Lc  made.  The 
payments  in  respect  of  the  mad  conlract^  are 
made  to  us  quarterly,  namely,  on  the  31st  of 
December,  31st  !Ma'ri]i.  and  so  on;  but  tlie 
returns  are  uut  vet  received  from  tlie  Eaft,  to 
enable  us  to  adjust  a  premium  and  penalty 
account  with  the  Post  Office  under  the  dcw 
arrangement. 

3004.  That  is  to  say,  each  voyage  i?  ak  n 
separately? — Yes,  each  voyage  is  taken  M;pan:eiy 
in  adjusting  the  premium  and  penalty  ii oc  ant; 
and  with  regard  to  tlie  suggestion  tliat  theK 
things  are  rather  comfortably  managed  between 
us,  I  may  eay  tiwt  we  find  the  Post  Office 
exceedingly  hard  taskmasters  in  the  matter.  I 
could  give  cases  if  it  were  necessary;  one  of  the 
very  sliij^a  (the  "  Massilia")  which  the  last  witseas 
referred  to,  left  Southamntonon  the4tbof  Jsnuaty 
immediately  preceding  the  loss  of  i1m  LosdoB," 
as  you  are  aware  ;  sht;  did  not  encounter  the  sam* 
gale,  but  she  met  with  very  severe  wcatliur,  iLi: 
kind  of  weatlKT  which  made  the  attainment  of 
regularity  ditiicult— a?  between  Southampton  and 
Gibraltar.  Tlicy  had  to  stop  four  hours  to  repair 
the  paddle-wheels,  owing  to  the  nature  ef  the 
sea  that  she  eaoonntereo.  Between  Gibraltar 
and  Malta  she  had  average  weather,  sad  As 
then  exceeded  the  eontraet  speed  by  a  very  cm- 
siderable  degree,  showing  that  there  was  uoliun^ 
wrong  with  the  vessel.  Between  Malta  ana 
Alexandria  she  met  with  weather  that  reduced 
the  speed  of  the  vessel  to  four  knots  per  hoar, 
and  notwithstanding  her  high  capability,  no  more 
could  be  got  out  of  her ;  in  fiwtj  it  Wis  not  wie  to 
drive  her  at  a  higher  aj»ecd.  All  those  drcmi' 
stance's  eond/med  cansed  us  to  be  nhonX  26  hmr^ 
beyond  the  time  allowed  in  the  contract,  lout 
hours  of  whieh,  as  I  have  stated,  were  consumed 
in  repairing  the  paddle-wheels ;  and  jret  ^^^^ 
vemnient,  to  our  surprise,  fined  us  lor  24  houis 
delay,  although  we  sent  in  vouchers  for  the  COS* 
dition  of  things  which  I  have  described. 

300.5.  They  exacted  their  pound  of  teA?— 
Yes,  they  exacted  their  pound  of  flesh.  ^'^Jt" 
monstrated,  and  sent  in  a  second  letter  in  which 
we  pomted  out  *at  we  had  to  stop  to  repair 
the  paddlc-w!.:-fl  ,  nrid  that  when  the  ship  WW 
not  affected  by  severe  weather  she  performed  her 
work  well,  but  they  have  confirmed  their  first 
decision,  and  have  imposed  a  penalty  apw 
us.  I  cite  this  case  simply  aa  showing  tbstweis 
is  no  ground  for  the  insinuation  that  there  w  any- 
thing like  a  comfortable  adjustment  of  thescm't- 
ters  between  the  company  and  the  Poet  OffiBa 

300G.  In  the  event  of  your  makiii-,'  a  voyaje 
with  a  very  fiivourable  wind  the  whole  wav,  anJ 
keeping  wdl  wilMn  time,  you  do  not  make  m 
offer  of  that  to  the  CJovemment  on  the  other 
hand?— No,  but  we  do  not  obtain  a  premium 
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vnleaBwe  are  24  hows  widun  our  contract  tune; 

kA  to  give  you  a  case,  the  "  Tanjore "  left 
gottUiaiupton  about  three  weeks  after  the  "  Mas- 
■Hil"  In  the  Post  Office  returns,  she  it*  made 
to  start  from  Southampton  at  50  minuteti  after 
tiro  o'clock  Our  captain  make.s  her  to  start  55 
oiaules  after  two  o'clock ;  in  the  lo^  book  the 
cgngeqaence  there  is  five  minutes  duorepauoy 
tetweRH  us,  and  curiously  enou<;h,  upon  tint  five 
jtmiiti's  liarii:;-.  tho  qiu'^tion  wnether  or  not  we 
lie  cutitlcd  to  a  prcioium  ;  we  are  admitted  by 
A«  Poet  Office  to  have  been  23  hours  and  55 
minute?  under  our  time,  but  because  there  is  a 
dUcrejMmcv  of  five  minutes  between  us,  they 
vHUiokl  'Uie  premium.  I  think  these  two  ca»e8 
vllldo  away  with  the  effect  of  the  insinuation  that 
wc  get  favoured  in  these  matters.  I  find  a  state- 
ment in  Mr.  Kiii'rht'.-*  cvideiK  e,  tli:it  he  believed 
1  iiiid  that  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Com- 
pany M.  M  well  In  point  of  speed  ae  the  Gnnard 
gteamers.  I  believe,  <m  rcfcruucc  lo  my  evidence, 
it  will  not  be  found  that  1  buid  that,  or  anything 
appmaching;  to  it>  I  admit,  of  OOUrse,  most 
frifly.  tliat  Avc  <lo  not  attain  the  rate  of  epeed 
tiut  they  do  iu  their  best  voyages ;  but  there  is 
utodier  considemlion  wiA  veqiect  to  the  tables 
vlucb  have  been  put  in ;  yon  will  find  a  great 
Tuktion  between  their  best  voyages  and  those 
wbich  are  not  po  good;  and  wc  say,  that  if  you 
dtend  the  same  variation  to  our  work«  which  is 
Hvee  er  four  times  as  long  (I  am  not  speaking 
trnw  exactly  ashetwoen  Suftz  and  Bombay),  every 
diiereDce  between  our  best  and  worst  is  accounted 
for. 

•■?0f»7.  One  rsf  yclir  voyages  embraclug  Japan 
and  AuHtra^li  i.  mil  races  a  service,  as  wl'  have 
btin  informed,  i  t  h  0()0  ur  17,CKX) miles? — Over 
18,000  milea,  and  that  is  without  including  much 
iriach  has  an  indirect  bearing  upon  that  perform- 
ance; tlie  attainment  of  regularity  dci)cn(lH  al.-iu 
uijon  other  results;  for  instance,  on  the  arrivals 
ot'  ships  outwards  at  their  proper  time  and  statioa, 
tliat  both  directly,  and  indirectly,  there  is 
liitlo  le.>^  than  20,000  miles  of  navigatiuu  in- 
volved in  a  complete  voyage.  There  was  a  return 
tiut  in  tlic  la^t  time  the  Committee  met,  of  the 
j'Crtunuaucea  oi  the  •'  Persia.'"  li"  I  were  t«  take 
jiarticular  vessels  of  ours,  the  "  Simla,"  for  ex- 
smple,  which  has  been  referred  to  this  moruiug, 
I  ooqIi)  show  a  very  much  lugher  rate  of  speed 
•!ian  tlie  average  nci-formaiiee  of  all  our  vessels. 
With  regard  to  tlie  statement  that  storms  are 
anknown  in  the  Indian  seas,  I  oonld  quote  Mr. 
Kniffht's  own  paper  over  and  over  ajraiii,  for  vn^f^ 
m  whiei)  wc  have  been  subjected  to  most  violent 
it(irm>.  We  also  stated  timt  in  our  vaiious  con- 
tracts, there  have  been  no  penalties ;  there  are 
very  many  penalties,  and  some  of  them  of  a  very 
rr\eri'  nature,  Wc  are  always  undi:r  a  very 
heavy  penalty  for  not^havinc  a  vessel  ready 
to  Mart  vpom  her  appointed  day,  and  during 
thr  2j  vears  that  we  have  worked  the  Go- 
vermuent  contracts^  we  have  never  incurred 
that  penalty,  llrferenee  was  made  to  a  paper 
whieli  •'howcd  an  excels  of  premium  !  o^-er  penal- 
tits  I  think  the  witness  must  have  had  before 
lii:a  a  return  made  to  Parliament  relating  to  the 
Australian  service,  in  which  it  was  shown  that  we 
\aA  obtained  on  that  line  premiums  in  excess  of 
tlie  })cnakics,  but  tliat  of  itself  is  inconsistent  with 
the  statement  that  we  never  incurred  penalties, 
as  if  no  pendttes  were  inffieted  there  oonld  have 
Ueu  no  excess.  Tlicu  the  statcracntf'  I  put  in 
with  respect  to  the  price  of  coal  were  impugned. 
043. 


The  witness  stated  that  he  was  under  the  im< 

preasion  that  tlie  price  of  coals  at  Bombay  during 
the  last  five  years  would  be  from  20  to  22  rupees, 
or  40  to  44  shillings  a  ton.  The  returns  I  put 
in  for  the  last  five  years,  gave  an  average,  I  think, 
of  35*.,  m  that  I  du  not  exactly  see  how  my  state- 
ment can  be  impugned ;  in  fact,  the  witness  has 
made  it  higher  toan  the  rate  that  I  put  in,  show- 
ing this,  t&t  we  have  aucoeeded  in  kying  in  our 
coals  at  Bombay  at  a  ch^iper  rate  than  the  marimt 
price. 

3006.  Can  you  tell  me  what  the  quantity  of 

frour  coal  is  annually  delivi  i  ■<1  i  )  vou  at  Bom- 
>ay  ? — No,  I  coulil  not  say  at  Boiuljay. 

3009.  The  quantity  is  m  large  that  you  would 
not  consider  it  safe  to  rely  entirely  upini  the 
means  of  the  Bombay  market  to  supply  you  ?- — 
No,  we  should  never  think  of  relying  upon  sup- 
plies to  be  obtained  in  the  local  market.  The 
ooak  whidi  Tsesels  take  out  are  in  great  measure 
shipped  as  ballast.  Vcs.-eK  ^Miti*;  out  to  brinsx 
Imjiiu'  cotton  take  eoals  which  tliey  sell  to  the  first 
comer  in  the  market,  and  the  local  prices  are 
affected  by  the  abundance  or  scarcity  of  roalss  of 
that  description.  But  we  select  all  our  coals  at 
the  pit's  mouth.  We  keep  an  inspector  at  a  suffi- 
cient salary  (generally  one  of  our  retired  captains), 
at  each  of  the  principal  loading  ports,  and  tiiere 
is  not  a  sinj^le  ton  of  coals  shipped  for  the  use  of 
our  company  which  is  not  put  on  board  tmder  the 
inspeotSon  w  ovr  own  servaitt. 

3010.  And  have  you  :  i  i  n  t  >  be  satisfied  with 
the  result  of  that  supervision  ? — We  have  found 
this,  that  although  -we  have  to  pay  a  condderabla 
8fll  irv  t'>  tht>  officers  so  employed,  it  is  an  econo- 
micai  arraa<,n;ment.  Wc  have  had  fewer  occa- 
sions to  go  to  the  contractors  with  complaints 
of  the  quali^  of  the  coals  they  have  shipped, 
since  we  bare  adopted  the  system  of  keeping  our 

InsjK'cf ors  on  the  spot. 

3011.  Do  you  make  yoiu:  contracts  with  the 
dupowners  generally   for  coal  deliverable  at 

Bombay  at  a  price  ? — Yes.  we  do.  I  have  here 
uue  of  the  very  papers  which  are  tilled  up  at  our 
Board,  when  we  o]>en  tenders  for  a. supply  of  coals. 
I  take  down  the  prices,  and  I  will  menrioii  jjie 
names  of  the  parties  to  whom  we  ap])ly  for  tenders. 
Messieurs  Austin  Brothers,  J.  Allan  ft  .Sons, 
J.  Bumess^  Gillespy  &  Scott,  G.  &  A.  Herring 
If  Co.,  Hickie.  Bortnan  &  Co.,  Higgin  &  Co., 
Jackson  ^  Sons,  .1.  M.  Mackay  &  Co.,  Pirie 
&  Co.,  Stringer,  Pembroke  &  Co.,  and  a  number 
of  others. 

3012.  Your  nVijert  in  reading  that  paper  is  to 
show  that,  ia  your  own  interest,  you  take  every 
possible  means  of  getting  your  coals  cheap  ?— 
Yes,  and  to  prove  how  successful  those  means 
have  been  in  their  results  at  Bombay,  the  price 
that  Mr.  Knight  has  put  in  as  tlie  jirice  at  tiiat 
place  goes  to  prove  that  the  price  at  which  we 
naTC  laid  our  eoais  down  at  Bombay,  for  the 
average  of  five  year.<.  is  lower  than  the  rate  of  the 
local  market,  I  do  not  dispute  that  perhaps  22 
mpees,  tiiat  is  445.  per  ton.  was  the  average 
market  rate  of  coals  to  lie  bcuL^lit  nl'-n-'-s-de 
at  Bombay ;  but  i  have  in  my  hand,  ■  1  iie 
Times  of  Indifti"  of  tlie  latest  date  received, 
in  which  the  prioe  of  coals  aloiuside  the  ship 
is  given  at  42  to  44  rupees ;  that  m  88 «.  per  ton : 

and  I  hav»!  it  from  another  simrce  that  ousliiess 

was  done  at  45  rupees,  that  is  90«.  a  ton.  This 
is,  cf  oonrse,  nidier  an  exceptional  oonditieo  of 

things ;  hut,  goinfr  back  for  tne  pa-5t  six  months, 
th^ricc  comes  out  at  something  very  much  in 
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C.  ff.  ex<-<  >  of  ;iiC  average  of  the  five  yeus  wliick  I . 
Ho»«Ht        hav  u  put  in. 

—i^  u013.  Admiral  &jr3iMtir.]  Have  any  of  your 

*  j^B        vcajse^,  on  tlu-ir  way  out  to  China,  ever  akeu 
laMi.  Labuaii  <'oal  'r'  —  Yes,  tlicy  have  done  so 

at  Siniitaporc  whenever  the  Lal>uaii  Company 
have  lieeu  nblo  to  suu|)ly  ;  T  may  mention, 
t'uitlit;!,  tlmt  when  tliat  comixany  commenced 
ijjierutions  wc  were  jiromiscd  to  have  coal  at  a 
very  low  rate,  they  expected  to  be  able  to 
ropply  tts  witb  coals  at  Singapore  at  about  half 
the  rater*  at  wiilch  wc  wcn^  !:>y  111:4  'Inwn  ciala 
Iroiu  England;  but  what  with  tlic  cost  ot  labour 
at  the  mines,  and  the  diffieully  and  expense  of 
tran?i>'>rt,  tlioy  at  last  came  to  ii?,  and  Heggetl 
{ks  a  iavuiir,  thai  wo  would  take  iVoiti  tliem  any 
ooals  they  could  supply  us  with,  at  the  same 
rates  :u"  wc  were  paying  coutriu:tora  for  English 
co;>l>,  antl  we  took  all  the  coal^i  that  they  could 
bring  to  ub  at  those  rates. 

3014.  Is  the  q,uality  gocxl?  —  The  qualitv  is 
good:  it  burns  awny,  ptn-hups,  somewhat  nst, 
and,  that  rcuKirk  npplics  to  what  T  may  call  na- 
tive coal,  ae  dibtingui.shcd  from  English  coal,  all 
all  over  the  world. 

301 '1.  rfinirmti/i.^'  Do  you  ii^^o  any  Burdwan 
coal? — iSo,  wc  used  some  very  miuiy  yeura  ago, 
"bat  with  the  same  result:  if  wc  were  to  till 
up  our  lihip  with  Burdwia  coal  we  should  find, 
before  wc  had  got  to  the  end  of  our  voyage,  that 
wchad  exhausted  the  btmkcrs. 

3016.  Mr.  Marth,'^  You  use  Australian  coal, 
do  you  not,  on  the  Australian  journey? — Yes, 

we  use  it  from  S\''1ih  \'  to  Alclbounif  ami  King 
George's  Sound;  but  we  do  not  st  iul  Australian 
OOal  to  King  George'^  Sunnd  for  use  on  the  long 
rim  hotwocii  tliL-  Sitund  and  Point  dc  GtiUe. 

3017.  Chainiiu/t.^  Do  you  send  coal  out  to 
King  George's  Sound  ? — Yen,  we  su|>ply  King 
George's  Sound  entirely  from  Knglaudl 

3018.  Mr.  Monk.']  The  Sydney  coal  b  much 
f  ill  a]»-r,  it  not,  than  what  you  could  send  it 
for  from  England  ? — Yes. 

3019.  Do  you  get  it  in  China  at  all? — No^not 
to  ail V  extent :  wc  p'nvc  our  a-jetit  at  Syilney  a 
discretionary  power  t«  ^i'.iu\  up  Sydney  coai  at 
certMtt  rates ;  those  rates  not  to  exceed  the  price 
we  were  paying  direct  to  Shanghai,  but  he  was 
not  able  to  do  bugineti:*  for  us  on  thoue  terms. 

3020.  Sy<lncy  coal  raisee  steun  very  well,  does 
it  not?- — Yes«  it  does. 

3021.  Chairman.']  Have  you  anytliing  else  to 
Hay  with  reirard  (o  eoal  ? — Tt  was  -tatc!  that 
there  apuearsi  to  be  a  discrepancy  between  the 
prices  which  I  gave  and  the  prices  given  by  the 
Chairman  in  hi«  speech  at  our  proprietary  meet- 
ing. The  prices  given  by  our  C  hainiiaii  lucluded 
our  rates  <m  this  side  of  Suez  also.  When  he 
stated  that  our  coals  in  a  certain  year  oo«t  5ls .  Id. 
all  round,  that  embraced  nil  that  we  took  tm  board 
at  Southam])ton,  where,  of  course,  they  aie  laid 
in  at  a  low  rate — about  \bt.  a  ton.  Then  a 
very  grave  statement  was  made  hy  Ifr.  Knight^ 
namely,  that  the  account.s  of  the  Company  are 
made  up  to  conceal  our  profits,  and  that  in  India 
the  statcnient-*  of  the  Company  are  not  believed. 
Ujion  thefc  points  I  must  a^k  a  little  indulgence. 
There  commenced  in  18ti;>  a  series  •>!  articdes  in 
one  of  tlu'  n<'iiii>aypai>ers, '  'I'!.'!  Times'*  of  India, 
attacking  the  Con^ttnyj  and  stating, among  other 
tlungs,  that,  "havmg  a  monopoly  of  the  most 
valuable  passenger  tratllc  in  tlie  world,  tliev  main- 
tain their  charges  ivt  double  and  treble  the  rates 
of  any  other  company  in  existence."  The  retnina 


which  J  l.ave  put  in  disprove  that.  It  is  also 
stated  tiiat  taking  the  number  of  our  shipe  tui 
valuing  them  at  26  /.  per  ton,  a  result  is  amved 
at  wliich  differs  cntiri!\  fi-om  our  capital 
The  writer  say.s  :  —  "  The  inference  is  irresiii- 
tihle  that  they  have  l)uilt  these  Heet.-?.  and  dock. 
yar<l3,  and  accumulated  the  vast  wealth  of  wliieb 
they  stand  possessed,  by  eoneealiny  profits (that 
is  put  in  italics),  "  and  by  annually  dividing  qq 
more  than  a  fraction  01  them."  1  do  not  desire 
to  take  up  the  time  of  the  Committee  by  <piotmg 
other  |>aragra|ili.>  of  the  same  nature:  i/ut  it  is 
a&ierted,  among  otiier  things,  tiiat  uur  Imperial 
Falaoe,  in  Leadcnhall-strcet,'*  which,  no  doriit, 
many  of  the  Committee  know,  mn?t  be  worth 
at  least  from  60,0t>0/.  to  iOU,UOU7.  That  is  a 
sample  of  the  statements  that  were  made.  '  I 
quoKi  another,  '*  We  pass  on  to  Singapore  to 
find  the  Company  owners  of  a  dockyanl  widi  iu 
usual  conveniences  and  appurtenances  that  a 
third-rate  power  might  be  proud  o£"  That  ia 
an  absolute  statement  made,  and  one  of  the  tool 
l>apcrs  pt)inte<I  out  that  there  certainly  mii^t  1* 
some  mistake  here,  that  it  was  not  so,  but  liie 
editor  of  the  paper  making  that  statement  re- 
turned to  it,  and  said  that  he  maintained  ifie 
statement  that  we  do  possess  this  dockyunl; 
and  he  quotetl  as  his  authority  poor  Albert  bmith'-i 
book,  "  To  China  and  Back,*'  iu  which  he  finds 
this  iiassage,  "  Sunday,  15th  August  1858.— -Tb 
breaK&St  witfaCajitain  Mar.diall.  at  ids  bungalow 

 Captain  Marshall's  buogalow  ia 

charmingly  sitnsted  on  a  hill,  overlookuig  the 
magnificent  harbour  and  dorks,  now  beinLT  ^''ilt 
by  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  ComiMiny." 
Now,  I  have  to  inforni  liio  Committee  tliat  th« 
Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company  never  had  at 
Singajjore  anytlung  approaching  a  dock.  They 
have  there  certain  ehore-fi*ontage,  about  five 
miles  away  from  the  city,  at  wimt  is  (-.died 
the  **  New  Harbour**;  and  the  shore  being  >eiy 
steep,  they  were  enabled  to  contstruct  jetties, 
which  permitted  their  vessels  to  lie  alongside, 
and  take  their  coal  on  hoard  wilbout  employing 
barges ;  and  we  have,  a.s  at  other  places,  coal 
sheds  there  to  protect  the  coal,  but  we  have  not, 
and  never  had  anything  aypwching  what  hit 
been  described  in  tins  newj^paper.  I  irive  th'u 
as  another  specimen  of  the  cxuggcrutiou  pervad- 
ing the  statements  made. 

3022.  Mx,  Laird.}  What  is  the  value  ol  the 
establishment  that  yott  allude  to? — The  amount 
tliat  we  ]ia\  ('  expended  at  Singapore  is  short  ot 
6,000  L  I  may  mention  that  tliat  property  i»  of 
no  value  excepting  for  our  own  purposes,  or  the 
purposes  of  somi^  <ither  company,  whirh  might 
nave  to  carry  on  u  ttiuiilar  busineas  to  ourjj  inca.*p 
wc  wore  off  tlio  line. 

3023.  Chairman.']  Do  the  Messageries  take 
in  their  coal  at  your  wharves  ?— No,  I  do  not 
think  tiiat  they  take  incml  at  SingajHjrc  ;  Saision 
is  their  chief  coaling  station  on  their  way  to 
China.   I  would  also  refer  to  anothw  point,  upon 

which  WP  liave  liad  tliree  diHerent  statemeiiU : 
namely,  the  cost  of  the  Bombay  liuc.  I  .<tJitcd 
in  my  first  day's  evidence  that  fiie  cost  of  this 
Hue  was  2s.  Id.  per  mile.  It  was  stated  in  the 
papers,  put  in  by  the  Post  Office,  that  it  was 
80/XK)JL  which  will  come  out  As.  (><2.  per 
mile ;  and  it  was  stited  by  Mr.  Knight  that,  a- 
exanunation,  he  found  that  it  come  out  at 
6«.  2d,  per  nule.  Our  Bombay  contract  iv-i.-^ 
taken  in  1854,  the  year  fallowing  the  geoeial 
Qontnct  ud  mider  which  we  an  now  woTfc« 
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iigibe  postal  commnniotion  with  Calcutta  and 

China,  and  the  rate  at  M  liioh  that  was  T;ikcn  %vu.s 
ti,id.  Jter  mile.  Tiic  period  of  that  contract 
li^  long  dnee  expired,  but  we  arc  still  working 
it.  subjei't  to  a  tweiveinnnth'=  imtice  to  be  given 
ot  cither  side ;  and  the  j»riec  liiis  been  reduced 
is  ieveral  ways.  On  reference  to  this  statement 
vliiich  I  hold  in  my  baud,  which  I  had  prepared 
for  the  Committee  of  I860,  1  find  it  stated, 
■^Ife  Parliamentary  Committee  of  I8.*>1  h:u! 
jqwrted  that  thi«  service "  (that  ia  bctwcca 
Bombtf  and  Aden)  **  in  point  of  eoonomy,  the 
OMiifort  of  the  pa^scn^Xt'rs,  and  the  roijulre- 
mentf  of  trade,  would  be  pert'onned  to  gri  ait  r 
■dvanrage  by  a  private  company  than  l>}  the 
TCv>eI?  i>f  the  Iialiiiii  ua\  v  :  "  priividus  to  that  it 
liad  been  cai-ried  on  by  vejwtels  uf  the  ludiau 
uvf , the  HoDM  CrOTemmemt  oontributiug  to  the 
eort  of  the  aerTice  an  annual  mm  of  &0,QO0  the 
Indian  Government  bearings  the  halaiioe  which 
varini  tVoni  .'.j.OOO /.  to  "O/iOd/. ;  and  in  one 
jMT  ii  came  ujp  tu  130,UUU  /.  Thi«  Comp>auy  then 
tMilct«mti«ct  fin:  Bombay  and  Aden  only  at  the 
tme  nti<  per  mile  as  their  main  cimtract.  namely, 
6 J.  2 </.  per  mile.  That  contniLi  was  sifter wjuds 
extended  to  Suez  at  a  mucii  hjwer  rate  per  mile, 
and  certain  alterations  in  our  Mcdit4;rraneau  lines 
mn  aittrwiird-  ctiucted  which  produced  tlie  ex- 
mig  fortnij^htly  service  with  Bombay,  and  this, 
luiauio,  costs  ooiy  7  </.  per  mile  i  I  know 
tbt  if  yon  eeporate  Bombay  from  the  n»t  of 
the  service,  the  Calcutta  and  China  portion  will 
ante  out  at  iHimewhat  more  tliau  4  «.  6  </. 

30M.  That  is  a  very  simple  arithmetical  ques- 
!trn:  yuu  perlorm  a  certain  num^'Cr  of  miles,  for 
wjii  li  y  11  rci  eive  a  certain  sum  ol  money  V — 
Yes,  the   a\er!>ge  that  was  given  the  other 
day  by  Mr.  Chetwynd  from  the  Post  Otfice,  and 
tte  queetiona  put  to  him,  left  the  matter  very 
much  where  I  nave  put  it  thatw^hat  you  take  away 
iftimthefiomba^ service  is  to  be  put  on  totheothex 
jvits  of  the  service;  yet,  a8«nactafl]fiu$t,tiMltBeIv 
we  was  undertaken  and  lias  been  carried  on  for  a 
iaixe  number  of  years  at  the  average  of  2  «.  Td., 
MM  on  takii^  the  quarterly  account  furnished  by 
ite  company  to  the  l^t^^t  Offiee.  it  prnvrs  that 
they  pay  us  at  the  rate  uf  2^.  7  J.  a  mile,  u^s  our 
account  audited  shows  it  to  be  so.    The  existence 
of  the  line  between  Bombay  and  Gallc,  which  ia 
BOH-  so  much  <lisparaged,  was  one  reason  why 
wi-  were  able  to  lake  the  Bombay  service  at  so 
lav  a  rate,  because  an  alternative  means  of 
bringing  un  and  earryinf;  to  China  the  valuable 
Cai^i)  wlilcb  we  have  tijwvn  that  line  was  ereafod. 
^'Sen  we  ten<lcre<l  ti»r  the  contract  in  185^,  the 
Gse  between  Bombay  and  Galle  was  not  included 
10  the  In\  ittitiou  t';ir  the  tender.    We  tendered 
f<'«r  ilie  wiiulc  sservicc,  and  wc  otiered  to  do  tliat 
t^ir.tn  bi  for  nothing,  knowing  that  it  would  prove 
a  raluable  hnk  in  our  great  ^«teni;  and  it  was 
by  having  it  comUved  with  1M  system  tiiat  we 
were  able  to  take  r.p  the  IJombay  service  at  the 
very  low  rate  at  which  it  has  been  carried  ou 
fver  since.    Our  total  subady  was  described 
•y  Mr.  Knitcht    t-,   he   4(K),0()0/..  the  oetual 
^ouut  La  :i4i^,0UO  L    it  wa<>  Jitateil  Uut  a  cofu- 
|viy  sub^idBaed  at  that  rate  could,  of  course, 
destroy  all  competition,  but  in  other  parts  of  the 
evideoce  of  the  same  witness  it  was  stated  that 
Oiany  Tcsscla   un.-inpporti;d  by  a  eontrae.t  were 

anrnuuiing  up  and  down  tbio  Bed  Sea.  That 
iBthe  case,    with  r^ard  to  those  vessels  oarry- 

iag  letters  T  du  m>t  J.n  iv,  vJi.  tJn  r  the  Vo>\  Oflllfj 

avail  ihemaclves  of  their  power  to  put  them  o& 
0^, 
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hoard  as  ship  letters,  but  I  imagine  not.   There  is      C.  W. 

al.vo  a  rouflictof  evidence  uiMin  the  point  win  ther  Ji^'Bdlf'Btq 
w  ci  di>  uT  do  not  carry  second-class  pjii!Sengers ; 
i-lie  book  which  I  have  before  me,  and  which  the 
Committee  will  -hcc,  is  not  madf  \\\)  for  the  j>ur- 
popc  of  this  inquiry,  is  a  book  whieh  is  put 
beioie  the  Bcttril  r  ry  Tuesday  aiid  Friday, 
noting  the  arrival  and  departure  of  the  ships, 
and  tne  number  of  pasi<engers  that  are  on  board. 
1  i^^un  this  book  at  random,  and  I  find  that  the 
"2^yauza"  arrived  at  Southampton  from  Bon- 
bay  on  the  12th  of  December  19«4,  with  41  first- 
class  passengers  and  24  seooiid-i  lass  pa-ssengers. 
The  "  Nyanza"  again  arrived  in  February  1865, 
with  14  first-daas  paasenipers  and  24  second- 
class,  and  the  outward  vessel  whieh  left  in  the 
same  month,  t^ok  ly  liriit-elask>  jiasscngers  and 
21  second-class;  and  I  could  midtiply  tbose  cases 
to  any  length,  it'  it  were  thought  necessary.  It 
was  stated  also  by  Mr.  Knight  that  tlie'  com- 
mencement of  the  0|K;rations  of"  the  Collins  line 
produced  a  reduction  uf  the  Cunard  Dares  from 
50/.  to  the  present  rate  of  25  guineas.  I  find 
that  there  never  was  such  a  rate  as  50/.  upon 
the  Cunaxd  line  ;  the  highe.st  amount  that  they 
ever  diaiged  was  39  guineas,  and  that  is  IH  or 
20  years  ago.  At  that  time,  the  Peninsular  and 
Oriental  Comjauy  charged  140  /.  to  Calcutta  for 
a  gentleman,  and  150/.  for  a  lady,  and  rates 
geoeraliy  have  undeigone  a  very  great  reduction 
rinoe  tlutt  tama  I  Siiuk  I  may  state  that  the- 
opening  of  tlic  ColUns  line  had  no  efiect  whatever 
upon  the  Cunard  rates. 

S025.  I  prseume  that  a  great  many  of  theee. 
second-clata  passengers  ihat  ypti  refer  to  arc 
servauiiir — They  are;  but  you  will  see  that  when 
the  number  of  second-class  passengers  exoeeds 
the  number  of  first-class  there  must  be  a  great 
many  other  thaji  servants.  I  may  mention  that, 
altont  a  fortnight  ago.  a  gentleman  came  to  our 
office,  and  the  dork  was  rather  surprised  at  a 
person  of  his  appeanmoe  wimting  a  second-class 
l>a.*.«a2e,  fiarticiilarly  as  ho  was  taking  bin  wife 
with  liini.  I  was  called  into  the  outer  wlHce  to 
see  him,  and  I  found  that  ho  Avas  a  military  man, 
and  e\i<lenlly  a  gentleman.  I  asked  him  whether 
he  was  w(  il  aware  of  wliat  he  wa?  doing,  eo- 
jiecially  as  he  was  taking  his  wife  with  him, 
and  whetiuor  he  knew  that  he  would  Wve  to  sign 
this  guarantee  form  which  has  been  put  before 
the  ( Ounnittee,  aud  whicli  I  will  explain  pre- 
sently. He  said,  "  Yea ;  but  the  fact  ie  1  have 
overstayed  my  time  in  England, and  Ihave  spent 
my  money.  T  know  what  your  second-claf*  i.*. 
i  hsA'c  travelled  often  by  your  vessels,  ami  i  am 
not  afiraid  t»  eneotuiter  your  treatment  of  seoond- 
class  passengers,  not  only  for  myself,  but  my 
wife."  1  know  tliat  in  the  vesecl  which  Colonel 
Straeiiey  travelled  by  the  other  day,  there  were, 
three  officers  who  traveUad  as  seeoBd>clasa  pas- 
setters;  in  iaet,  there  is  no  difficulty  about  it 
The  n  ]i  why  we  take  this  guarantee  i.-  .-imply 
this:  tome  rive  or  six  years  ago  one  of  the  rail- 
way companies  came  to  ns  to  carry  out  a  number 
of  their  artisan." ;  tliey  were  a  difiicidt  class  of 
i>eople  to  deal  with,  and  the  railway  company 
had  no  control  over  them  after  they  emhturkeid 
on  board  the  vessels.  We  are  sometimes  in  saoM 
uucertaiutv  as  to  which  particular  vessel  may 
be  arriving  up  at  Suez  in  conjunction  with  the 

vessel  en  this  side.  We  may  have  accom- 
modation for  50  seeond  -  class  passengers  in 

ooaitM  up  on  the  other  side  may  perhaps  ouij 
T  2  have 
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(^•W-     have   accommodation   for  half    that  Dumber. 
fwwffjBu.  Tbu  ocem^  on  one  occasion,  two  or  lliree 
of  thp  railway  artisan*,  holding  ordinary  aeoomd" 
clasd  ticketo,  took  ua  into  the  court  at  Bofn> 
*  bay  and  recovered  damutros,  licmusc  they  <1i(l 

not  get  a  berth.  Since  tliat  wc  require  pas- 
sengers to  sign  this  gnaniotee  fimn,  and  I  can 
ae«ure  ihe  (i>niinUtce  that  there  is  not  the 
alightCBt  objection  on  the  part  of  anybody  to 
iign  it;  that  ii,  any  of  those  who  know  what  it 
meane.  Wc  rc<!elve  constant  apjilicatlon  from 
the  India  Office  to  send  oui  u  uumutr  of  (icople, 
and  thayMy  in  ordering  the  passage,  "  !'!>  .se 
send  ns  guarantee  forms."  Xney  ask  for  them  ^ 
as  a  matter  of  course,  and  flince  we  have  bad 
thdHo  forms  in  u>>c  I  have  never  seen  or  heard  of 
a  com|>laint  from  a  seoond-cIaaB  passenger. 

3086.  I  mippoee  tliat  you  have  no  second-cIaiB 
accomniodafion  for  ladies? — No,  wc  have  not; 
and  it  is  cerUunly  not  unreasonable.  At  many 
times  of  the  year  we  can  fill  our  sliip?;.  or  nearly 
fill  them  with  jtafspngers,  both  perfectly  willing 
and  able  to  pay  iirflt>>clas6  fare,  and  it  would 
scarcely  be  fair  to  our  shareholders  if  we  set  aj^ide 
m  laigc  portion  of  that  Teasel  to  be  always 
aTaHaBle  fbr  seeoDd-dass  passengers;  and^en 
what  we  charge  for  secoiid-cliis^  I.s  nuf  as  is 
usual  upon  a  railway,  a  small  amount  less  than 
the  first^bws;  it  is  only  about  oae-lialf  of  it 
When  TTf  reduced  unr  fare?  generally  to  and 
from  India,  aixtut  two  years  ago,  wo  did  not 
reduce  the  second-class,  so  that  die  pre^nt  second- 
class  fare  is  somewhat  in  exeess  of  one-half  of  the 
firstr-class  fiire. 

3027.  A  8€cond-c1a.-M4  jiasnage  imifHe^,  does  it 
no^  the  doing  of  that  on  the  part  of  the  pas- 
sengers going  secandrehuS)  which  man^  of  the 
fi  i  t  1  i-^  )  i^siengers  do  by  choice,  that  m  to  ^ay, 
«iicepmg  on  deck? — It  is  so  to  the  extent  that 
they  may  have  to  do  it  The  very  gentleman 
to  whom  I  have  referred  told  me,  **  I  have 
teied  the  &eeoiid-cWci  as  well  m  the  first,  and  the 
wdy  difference  is,  that  you  do  not  give  them 
wine*'*  but  we  give  them  beer  and  roiiite.  It 
was  Rteted  by  Mr.  Knight,  that  iSn  reafaumlar 
and  Oriental  Company  conduct  its  aflUcs  with 
great  waste  and  extravagance.  I  do  not  want 
'  to  troaUe  die  Comnuttee  with  fiirlfaer  extracts 
frr  m  thi^  pnper ;  but  we  there  are  -k  cntifid  of  the 
cheese-paring  system.  There  vfa^  a  ([uustion  put 
whldi  ia  rather  important,  as  to  whether  onr 
coals  were  unprotected  at  Aden,  and  it  may 
appear  strange  at  first  sight  why  the  coals  at 
Aaen  are  unprotected ;  l)ut  at  Aden  there 
being  no  run  the  coal  does  not  suffer  that 
amount  of  deterioration  from  exposure  which 
occurs  at  thop«  stations  where  wc  have  both 
rain  and  heat  Where  we  have  alternate  rain 
and  heat  the  COal  undergoes  what  may  be  called 
a  slacking  process,  like  m  much  lime,  and  a  large 
crust  of  coal  becomes  absolutely  wasted  and  use- 
less if  uiiprotected.  It  was  dao  stated  that  the 
system  of  supplying  wines  and  spirits  to  passen- 
gers must  lead  to  great  waste  and  extravagance, 
and  that  it  wan  tlii-  jiractice  of  Home  ptassengers 
to  punish  the  company  for  what  are  called  their 
«art<Hrti<iittte  Ares  oy  drinking  as  raneh  aslbey 
eonld.  It  is  hardly  necensnry,  I  prei-'ume,  to 
notice*  that  if  we  take  into  coD«iderauon  the  im- 
mense Bomber  cf  paseei^^ers  we  cairy  this 
qTi»'«t!(iii  of  supplying  wine  and  spirits  dwindlc^^ 
into  a  mere  uotliiug.  1  have  uo  doubt  tliai  tiieit; 
is  an  impression  that  if  we  introduced  the  other 
system,  of  having  a  bar  on  bosrd  the  vessels  to 


which  the  jjasift'ugtr  who  consumed  could  go  and 
buy  his  wine,  and  the  passenger  who  abstained 
could  do  the  fl|niontef  we  could  afford  to  make 
a  very  large  rednetion  m  the  pa9(»age-money  in 
fa^■ollr  of  the  non-consuiiiing  pa^senL'er.-.  Sine* 
I  was  liere  last  that  matter  has  been  most  care- 
fully gone  into,  and  the  amount  per  cent,  h  very 
much  less  than  any  one  not  knowing  tlie  facts 
would  suppose.  I  will  state  at  once,  that  all  we 
conldaffiofd  to  do  would  be  to  rednoe  the  pss> 
sage  money  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent. 

3028.  Admiral  Siumuur.l     Have  you  ever 
heard  that  on  the  Collins  line,  when  they  ii!«ued 
wine  and  spirits,  it  was  not  an  uncommon  thing 
for  young  men  to  follow  one  another  about  wU 
claret  biittles,  wanting  the  wine  enormously?^ 
I  have  never  heard  of  that,  but  there  would  be 
one  very  great  difiiculty  about  it»  because  we 
hafl  1  i  lace  on  hoard  where  a  passenger  could  go 
and  buy  hid  wine,  he  woula  claim  a  right  to 
do  it  at  all  hours  of  the  day,  and  he  would 
buy  a  bottle  of  brandy,  and  carry  it  to  his  cabin, 
I  may  mention  in  further  illustration  of  this  point, 
tliat  while  the  KTiropean  and  Australian  Com- 
pany were  working  the  line  between  Sydney  and 
this  country,  they  intmduced  that  bwr  systad. 
They  had  one  vessel  of  ours,  the  *'  Simla,"  under 
charter,  and  since  I  was  here  last  I  have  siMken 
to  the  captain ;  he  happens  to  be  a  semor  captain 
in  our  service.  Captain  Cooper;   and  another 
captain  ia  our  service  was  the  chief  officer  at  the 
time.    I  have  a  letter  here  from  each  of  them, 
and  without  reading  them  I  may  say  that  their 
verbal  and  written  statement  is  to  this  eflfeeti 
tliat  they  never  saw  so  much  which  apjiroaclied 
to  intemperance  on  board  any  vessel;  that  it 
extended  from  the  passengers  to  the  crew,  tihe 
officers  having  to  interfere  to  prevent  passengers 
taking  liquors  amongst  the  crew  ;  and  they  both 
state  as  weir  noaitive  opinion,  and  all  our  com* 
manders  woula  corroborate  it,  that  tlie  introduc- 
tion of  that  s.y6tem  would  be  distUKteful  to  a  very 
large  majority  of  the  passengers  on  our  line. 

3029.  Does  the  Mesaageries  Imperiales  adflft 
the  bar  system,  or  what  yon  esll  the  ad  KNtm 
system  ? — Theirs  is  a  mixed  system,  they  supply 
wines  of  a  certain  quality.    1  tbiuk  1  am  right 
in  that,  and  I  believe  that  if  a  passenger  requires 
wine   of  a  higher  quality,  he  can   have  it  hT 
buying  it    The  system  on  board  our  vei«»eU  u 
assimuated  as  much  as  possible  to  what  a  private 
gentleman  would  adopt  in  his  own  house.  Ws 
put  good  fare,  and  wine  and  spirits  before  the 
passengers  at  proper  time,  and   they  take  what 
they  j^ease,  and  instances  of  intemperance  are 
rafe.   T  do  not  hnow  whether  it  was  understood 
that  <  !ir  I  ouls  are  unprotected  at  other  places 
than  Aden.    I  -was  going  to  say  that  a  genuemsa 
who  held  the  position  w  snperiatendent  of 
company  at  Aden  for  a  great  many  year?,  wa? 
in  the  room  tlie  other  day,  and  lie  told  me  ha 
tried  the  experiment  of  covering  some  of  the 
coals  at  Aden  with  mats,  and  as  it  is  a  constant 
practice  there  to  test  the  temperature  of  the  heaps 
of  coals  with  the  thermometer,  to  sec  that  there  i? 
nothing  like  spontaneous  oombustioiL  going  on,  or 
Hkdy  to  take  phuse,  he  fbund  fliut  the  tempe» 
tnre  of  thnt  part  of  the  heap  of  coal  which  was 
covered  wa**  10  degrees  higher  than  that  part  of 
the  heap  which  was  uncov^ed ;  at  otiier  statioosy 
n*  I'oint  de  Gallc,  Calcutta,  &c.,  our  coals  are 
all  under  cover.    With  regard  to  the  amount  of 
imj>orted  ^eeia  to  Bcsabay  (and  that  is  a  matter 
wuch  oonoenii  us  very  closely),  it  was  slated 
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ov  Mr.  Knight  to  be  at  the  rate  of  l(),O0O,(KX)/. 
per  innum.  I  ehoold  be  very  glad,  indeed,  if  it 
hiw!  beiu  so,  because  wc  should  have  had  the 
rirrii^c  of  the  ^eater  amount  of  it.  The  actual 
il  l  >uat  of  q^ie  imported  into  Bombay  for  the 
liit  lO/MM  ia  at  the  rue  of  6,367,(K)0/.  a  year. 
Ir  «ras  stated  tiut  hy  reason  of  our  going  four 
days  under  our  contract  fijccd,  which  of  course 
«e  do  not  admit,  there  was  a  Icma  of  interest 
to  Aepablie  of  30,000/.  or  40,000/.  per  anntnn. 
I'he  intcrcpt  ujxtn  the  real  amount,  prc.atuninjT 
we  were  four  days  late,  at  9  per  cent.,  which  is 
tiie  interest  of  the  port,  would  be  6,367  /.  a  year. 

303(1.  Mr.  Laird.]  That  is,  !*Uj)p()8incr  the 
sutemcnt  to  be  correct  ? — Yea,  ancT  taking  the 
amount  actually  carried,  aadnot^e  10,000,()00  /. 

3031.  Chainiunt,']  Hmw  you  anything  further 
to  itftte  to  the  Conumtteer — If  I  may  be  per- 
mitted there  is  one  more  statement  to  whirh  I 
would  widh  to  refer.    It  was  iasinuated  that  we 
wentdowly  in  order  to  nye  ear  ooab,  and  tiiat 
it  euitetl  th«  <-om]iany  wilfidfy  fo  go  slowly,  and 
io  incur  the  jjcnalty  which  was  invMved  by  a  late 
HrinL  An  examination  of  the  aetatal  remits 
prove*  this,  that  the  economical  voyage  to  us  is 
the  quick  voyage.    That  may  appear  somewhat 
oppowd  to  the  theory  which  woma  be  mentioned 
iDiaofesaional  evidence.    But  in  a  slow  TOjagej^ 
n  are  conannung  a  greater  aiiMniiit  tit  ootamia 
vf  are  burning  on  a  fast  voyage,  in  order  to  over- 
cuine  the  weather  to  which  we  are  subjected; 
udever  and  over  again,  for  voyagee  belli  co  llie 
'^'alcutta  and  the  Bombay  lines,  we  consume,  in 
jjrscrice,  a  larger  amount  of  coal  for  a  slow  voy- 
age than  we  do  for  a  quick  one. 

3032.  Mr.  Stans/eld.']  But  under  some  condi- 
tioni  of  weather  you  would  not  consume  more 
oosl  by  going  at  a  slower  speed  ? — Certainly  not 

3033.  The  theory  is,  that  by  diminiahing  your 
speed,  ondor  stmuer  eireumstaocee,  yon  save 
ymir  co.iI ;  there  can  be  no  question  as  to  the 
tnith  of  the  theory? — Each  vessel  that  we  employ 
bis  been  tested  to  12  knots  an  hour  on  the 
mea-ured  mile,  when  loaded  to  her  deep  load 
Udc.  That  hiu*  been  for  the  attainment  of  10 
knots  at  aea.  There  would  not  be  so  much  saving 
M  fiounishiiu'  the  nteed  of  such  vessels  as  there 
miald  be  on  duninisning  the  speed  of  ships  tested 
to  9  or  10  knots  only. 

3034.  ChairmanA  Did  you  hear  the  evidence 
vUdi  Mt.  Samnda  gave  the  Committee? —  I 
did. 

3035.  Did  you  concur  in  the  results  which  he 
eimmiiucated' to  the  Committee  ? — I  could  hardly 
venture  to  follow  him  into  particular,  but  gene- 
nllr  I  did.  Mr.  Samuda  made  certain  statements 
mm  regard  to  existing  vessels  of  the  company 
viiich  I  cannot  pretend  to  speak  upon,  but  he 
famws  our  fleet,  being  the  nnflder  of  some  of 
our  vcst-els,  and  he  watchcH  our  j)r<)oeedin^s,  so 
tiut  he  is  able  to  state  that  such-and-such  things 
might  be  done  with  snoh-and^eh  veeeele  to  pro- 
duce certain  results. 

3036.  Are  you  prepared  to  a&y  anything  upon 
the  question  of  sejiarating  the  Indian  service 
from  the  China  service  altogether,  and  malting  a 
fetinct  line  to  Bombay  wholly  separate  and  inde- 
pendent of  the  China  and  Australian  mails  ? — If  a 
proposition  of  that  kind  came  before  the  directors, 
(bey  woidd  give  it  full  connderatfon  looldng  at  Ae 
circumstance  which  I  have  mentioned  befitre,  that 
anything  that  interferes  with  our  means  of  carry- 
ing cargo  upon  the  lines  would  have  to  be  made  up 
by  8ubt«idiee.   That  very  line  between  Bombay 
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and  Point-de-Galle  is  an  exemplification  of  the  c.  W, 
matter,  although  it  is  now  considered  of  no  BowtB,  Esq* 
value,  either  for  local  or  Imperial  interests,  yet 
it  is  of  i^reat  use  to  us,  and  tlie  public  have 
derived  the  advantage  of  it  It  was  stated  that 
steamers  other  than  ours  are  constantly  running 
with  opium  between  Bombay  and  China,  but  I  do 
not  tliink  that  that  is  f^oiii<r  on  now.  Voi^.-^els 
have  been  runoing  there,  but  the  last  1  heard  of 
tbem  was  tiiat  they  were  being  sold.  I  tUnk 
the  house  of  Cama  &  Co.  were  taking  them  over, 
and  I  do  not  fancy  that  the  parties  who  made 
that  exueriment  have  found  it  very  well  worth 
their  while  to  continue  it. 

3037.  Sir  CharUt  Bright.']  Were  tho!»c  vessels 
carrying  passengeiaF-*-!  do  not  think  so ;  they 
run  at  irr^ular  seaeoiii  when  it  suited  them,  just 
as  we  shouTd  run  if  we  had  not  contracts. 

^(i^H.  Wert;  those  vessel?  mainly  employed  in 
carrying  opium  ? — Yes.  I  wish  to  mention  that 
tiiere  seemed  to  be  some  difficulty  the  other  day 
in  accepting  our  •<tat(Mnent  that  an  addition  of 
from  20  to  25  per  cent,  is  neceHsury  to  the  <'osl  of 
the  coal  as  delivered  at  a  station  in  order  to  arrive 
at  what  its  value  i?  when  put  on  board  the  vc^.-^el. 

3039.  Chairman.'^  I  presume  you  have  got  a 

Eneral  ooal  aoeonnt  vigm  yonr  books?— Tes,  we 
»«. 

8040.  And  yoa  eredit  liuit  aflooant,  and  debit 
the  ships  with  the  qondty  of  ooal  tiiat  lliey  con 
sume  ? — Yes. 

3041.  Is  there  any  profit  made  upcm  the  ood 

account? — Certaitily  not  ;  the  Government  buy 
coals  of  us  occasionally,  and  the  French  Company 
have  bought  ooala  of  us,  and  we  alway make  that 
charge  ot  20  per  cent,  but  20  per  cent,  does  not 
cover  it.  I  stated  25  per  cent  the  other  day,  and 
ventured  (o  t^ay  that  20  per  cent,  wivs  not  enough. 
Since  I  was  here  that  matter  has  been  most  care- 
fully gone  into,  vaA  it  is  feund  that  it  comes  out 
exactly  at  25  per  c«nt. .  so  that  if  anybody  buys 
200  or  300  tons  of  coal  of  us,  and  we  only  charge20 
per  cent,  in  addition  to  the  cost  of  laying  down 
the  coals  at  tJie  port  from  which  tlicv  take  them; 
we  are  incurring  some  loss.  We  have  at  all  times 
a  sum  of  money  Icwked  up  in  coals  of  alx>ut 
250,000^,  BO  that  the  interest  upon  that  suin  ia 
a  permanent  charge,  and  fbrms  one  of  the  itema 

which  make  up  this  25  per  rent.,  the  cost  of 
agencies,  coal  sheds,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing, 
fully  makes  np  the  rest 

3042.  Mr.  Stanafeld.]  The  addition  of  25  per 
cent  makes  your  coal  account  balance  ? — It  does 
upon  the  average  of  the  year. 

3043.  Chairman.]  All  those  are  charges  and 
contingencies  which  you  think  that  any  company 
must  be  prepared  to  meet,  which  proposes  to 
undertake  the  service  which  you  are  engaged  in  ? 
—-It  is  only  by  making  those  chuges  that  we  have 
succeeded  in  maintaining  <nir->clves  in  the  position 
in  which  we  are.  The  Comnnttce  are  asked  to 
believe  that  our  position  is  something  very  dif- 
ferent from  what  we  make  it  in  our  accounts,  but 
the  directors  have  received  a  large  sum  of  money 
in  trust  from  the  shareholder^,  and  they  feel  bound 
to  keep  the  whole  concern  in  auch  a  position  as 
in  ease  of  having  to  stop,  and  having  all  the  vessels 
sold,  and  those  stocks  of  OOal,  &c.,  thrown  •.\\\on 
their  hands,  they  would  be  able  to  return  thum 
80s.  in  the  poond.  We  should  think  that  in 
were  in  a  very  unsound  condition  if  that  were 
not  so.  Other  companies  who  have  been  dazzled 
by  large  subsidies,  for  instance,  the  company  tUnt 
took  up  the  oontnet  with  Anstralia  aiz  or  seven 
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C.  W.^  years  ug<  >,  lu  the  course  of  nbout  a  year  and  a  half 
•lijmdlf  ls>8^.  patldlcil  ami  screwed  away  into  tlic  ocean  some 

  800,000/.  or  900,0(X)/.,  and  niibody   was  tlie 

iH  May  iK'ttor  for  it;  aud  the  Government,  for  a  eertaiu 
'  period,  bad  to  pay  at  the  rate  uf  '250»000 1,  a  year 

Ibr  ike  transport  of  nuuls  between  tbis  country 
and  Sydney,  m  ordoi  to  [irovidc  again-t  n  ;.;:ij>  iu 
the  service,  tliey  had  u»  give  a  guanuitee  to  the 
axtent  of  6,000  /.  per  voyage  beyond  the  eontmct 
latein  order  ti>  iiKhii  i'  tlic  (Miitir\i'linitrf)inp:mv  tn 
go  on  with  the  work  till  other  means  lor  cai  iyiiig 
it  on  could  be  found.  A  good  deal  has  been  said 
about  oiu'  dividends  not  representing  our  profits. 
Onr  dividend  is  a  modewt  one,  and  it  has  been  on 
the  a\  I'l  age  of  the  25  years  that  we  liave  l>een  at 
work,  exactly  8  per  cent.  We  do  nut  ioaure  our 
Tessek,  hut  we  keep  a  separate  underwriting  ao- 
count,  in  which  every  individual  slmrclmlder  in 
the  company  ha.-*  nn  interest,  aud  upon  tliat  ac- 
count we  have  di\  iMtd  exactly  one-h:tit  jk  i  cent. 

3044.  Mr.  Mojfutf.'j  Does  not  ;i  <-oiL-ii!ei-:ible  per 
centage  arise  fnmi  their  beconuug  tiicii'  owu  under- 
writers?-— One  and  a  htdf  ^me  cant,  only  has  been 
divided  upon  the  underwriting  aooount,  Some  few 
years  ago  the  same  thing  was  fiaid  as  Is  mid  now, 
as  regards  our  pi^ofit-,  :unl  (  fl'i  rwl  tu  ujicii  our 
books  to  the  Government.  They  scat  down  audjp 
fora  from  the  TrHm^jKirt  Office,  our  books  were 
laid  bcfrire  them,  and  they  rc]ir>rtf:d  that  we 
were  only  doing  what  was  right  in  midcing  the 
reserves  we  do  for  depreciation  and  other  purposes, 
and  that  wc  were  only  paying  a  £ur  dividend 
upon  our  busincs.-i, 

304.5.  Mr.  Stansftld.']  If  I  ninlLretaud  you 
ri|^Uy,  vour  oontraict  speed  ia  10  knots  an  hour? 
— -X^  the  speed  of  the  oontraet  is  10  knots  an 
hour. 

3046.  Jiut  you  have  an  allowance  during  the 
period  of  the  nionso(m  ? — Yes,  we  have  an  oBow* 
ance  during  the  period  of  the  mon.-oon.  and  we 
have  what  you  may  call  a  discount  tm  the  contract 
speed;  the  10  knots  is  reduced  to  nine  and  a 
half  knots  in  cou^didc ration  of  the  eircnmstuuccs 
tint  we  rarely  make  a  voyage  as  measured  in  a 
straight  line  /rum  port  to  poil^  cspeciaUy  during 
the  monsoon. 

3047.  On  average  measurement  it  is  10  knots? 
— Ye-i :  we  now  work  under  what  has  been  called 
the  contract  of  February  IH66,  but  this,  in  point 
of  fact,  is  no  contract,  tor  it  leaves  our  contracts 
of  18.^(3  and  185-1  a-^  tbcy  stood),  and  the  very  last 
wordt  specially  providing  that  uolkitig  in  the 
agreement  shall  override  any  clauses  of  those 
contracts,  except  in  the  nKinnor  necessary  to 
introduee  the  premitua  and  ]m nalty  system  upon 

the  lines, 

3048.  What  proportion  of  your  voyages  are 
mAvourahly  anected  by  the  monsoon  in  the 

course  (if  a  year? — Pcrhiips  10  in  a  i-^pason.  It 
wa*s  originally  met  in  this  way  ;  during  the  mon- 
soon months  the  date  of  the  ship's  departure  from 
Bombay  was  put  down,  1  think,  four  days  earlier 
than  the  date  at  other  seasons. 

3049.  They  gave  you  an  iillnwaiu  e  of  four 
days  ? — ^We  started  earlier,  and  arrived  at  iSues 
en  the  same  day  as  usuaL 

no.'O.  How  many  voyages  are  aJfectedby  the 
mou£ioon  ? — Ten  voyages. 

305 1.  Only  the  Itomeward  voyage  is  unfavQUP- 
ably  ejected  by  the  monsoon,  I  talieve  ? — ^Pre- 
cisely sn, 

30-52.  Ilii\  e  you  no  monsoon  allowance  upon 
the  outwai-d  voy^e  ? — Not  on  Uie  Bombay  set^ 


3053.  Between  Bombay  and  EngUnil 
have  a  monsoon  allowance  upon  fi^e  VDVugt, 
home  ? — Yes,  that  is  to  say  upon  10  voy i»ges  in 
five  months ;  wc  come  fortnightly,  and  Um  mm 
soon  months  are  five. 

3054.  That  is  10  voyages  out  of  how  many  ''— 
Ten  out  .)f  2!. 

30a5.  And  tiie  allow  itucc  is  an  allowance  oi 
four  days,  is  it  not  ? — Yes,  of  four  davs  on  thtee 
voyages;  the  ii?Lial  roursf  on  loavlnir  BovuLav  to 
make  a  track  wUicii  wt)uiii  vM-vy  the  veasel,  I 
suppose,  down  to  a  latitude  of  4"  north,  maldag  a 
very  roundabout  course.  In  fact,  a  vcssrl  -rm 
over  fully  one-third,  or  perhaps  oiie-hall,  a  greater 
distance  than  she  decs  during  the  etinr  ssasoai 

3056.  If  ynn  were  to  average  that  allowi.nee 
over  all  the  voy  ages  in  the  year  what  \\m\A  it 

five  you  ? — It  is  avctcgcd  tti  that  retun  iriiidi 
Ir.  Uili  has  put  in. 

3057.  It  would  add  something  like  twu  AAyf. 
— I  su|>)iu.-e  it  \vi)ultl  upon  the  \\  liole  :  the  result  ; 
of  the  (»lculatioa  is  shown  in  the  i-etumofMr.  : 
HiU's,  whidi  makes  it  so  muiiv  a.iys.  | 

8008.  That  monsoon  allowance  would  not  in-  i 
crease  yonr  average  length  of  voyage  more  tlian 
two  days  ? — No,  it  will  not,  taking  all  the  year 
round. 

3059.  IIow  do  you  make  out  that  you  do  the 
lOknots  an  honrbetween  England  ana  Bonbar? 

— I  am  not  aware  flint  ive  have  stated  tliai  wc 
have  accomplished  10  knots  an  hour  between 
England  and  Bombay,  or  between  Snei  and 
Bombay. 

3060.  A^fiat  wa!^  your  statement  ? — l  do  not 
think  that  I  have  put  iu  any  return  upoa  th»t 
point;  I  know  what  we  have  done  vezr  nearly ik 
the  hut  year ;  and  we  are  quite  ready  to  adimt 
that  during  the  last  year,  or  perhaps  a  year-aud- 
a-half^  we  have  not  come  up  to  our  ovsn  ex- 
pectations and  wishes  upon  the  Bombay  line 
Some  vcsgcls  which  were  ]tJaeed  upon  tlu-  line 
have  not  altogether  fulfilled  the  expectations  ' 
held  out  ibr  them.  Weaonghtto  produce  a  tp-cst 
improvement  in  the  consumption  of  coal  and  also 
an  increase  of  speed,  hut  we  have  been  ta  some 
extent  disappointed  in  that ;  aherations  in  those 
vessels  are  however  gninfr  on. 

3061.  I  thought,  r  tindcrstowl  from  yon,  thiJ 
you  have  on  the  wliolc  done  better  tlnm  you^ 
contract? — I  liase  that  statement  upon  Mr.  BiU« 
rcjwrt,  and  upon  his  average,  in  which  he  giw 
us  ercilit  fur  all  the  deductions  as  tlicy  are  ii^ 
the  contracts,  and  it  comes  out  tliat  we  Lsve 
upon  theavoiage  done  our  work  ibr  the  yeaff 
is'n4  and  186.'>,  two  h(uirs  and  scTen  minatet 
under  the  time  allowed  us. 

3062.  That  is  after  making  the  monstmn  allow- 
ance ? — Yes,  after  making  the  monsoon  allowaoeft 
We  know  qnilc  well  that  when  the  papers  are 
received  lumu'  we  shall  incur  some  jtenaltie?  lO 
nvi>ect  of  late  arrival  on  particular  vm  rt-.Tj. 

3063.  lint  it  that  be  so,  putting  on  one 
the  delays  which  you  cannot  avoid  dnriag  tla 
monsoon,  you  must  be  able  to  sliow  a  speed  ul  lu 
knots  an  hour  u|)Ou  the  annual  voyages?— V«' 
in  many  we  show  higher  s|)eed  ;  I  could  give  you 
numberless  voyages  on  wiuch  amuch  higher  sjW 
has  been  attained. 

30(14.  In  luiw  many  hours  do  you  arri\e  at 
Maiseilles? — in  about  36  hours  firom  Lot;  iou  ic 
Marseilles;  the  mails  leave  London  Bridge  at 
half-pa^t  eight  o'clock  on  one  evening  and  our 
vessel  leaves  Marseilles  about  half-past  fcvec  to 
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cqrkt  o'dook  on  the  marning  of  the  euoceeding 

dav  liut  jne. 

.  li.A  This  calt  iilutiuu  which  has  been  plnc-etl 
beiore  me  gives  to  Marseilles  30  hours ;  and  ?ea 
iliiUncc  i'roni  Mars^cillej*  to  Bombay.  4,460  miles 
ikt  10  .'aiotd  an  hour,  is  446  hours,  making  47^ 
ijiurs,  and  the  13  hours'  journey  through  Kgy|rty 
4)dlK>ur»;  that  would  bo  20  days  and  11  houn. 
If  rou  were  to  add  the  monsoon  alloinuice  which 
ivcrigce*  throughout  tlir  yciir  two  It  would 

k  12  days  1 1  houra ;  but  if  thii*  statcmetu  before 
ae  i«  correct,  your  average  of  the  voyage  outward 

r«innhay  in  l^Ci5  was  24J  days,  leaTiu^.  us  you 
a;t,i,«ro day 8 unaccounted  for? — I  should  thiuk  that 
[hf  tninsit  through  Egypt  must  be  underetated. 
1  (lt>  not  thiuk  we  ever  get  awuy  In  lo  houn?.  No 
alldwaucc  appears  to  be  luadc  for  stop]Migoa  in 
jour  jvipcr. 

3066.  The  question  is  whether  15  hours  is  a 
fair  sDowance? — ^Yes,  but  then  yon  have  the 

deteation  at  Aden  to  ('al-iihif We  ('anunt  uct 
boiii  the  cai;go  and  the  paiwengers  throiigli  EgT|>^ 
in  tint  time.  It  is  a  frequent  oouree  oi  unall  re- 
m.i.'>tmnce  bctwceu  us  and  tlu;  Po.-;t  Office  :  tlit  y 
g*t  their  mails  through  and  uu  boaid  the  isliip, 
UK  ihey  want  to  hurry  us  away. 

ot'ti".  Choirman.J  If  you  had  a  weekly  mail 
m  would  not  have  occarion  to  detain  the  mails 
tor [lassengers  or  for  cargoes;  that  is  to  say,  the 
^d^Qgerii  would  not  mind,  many  of  them,  staying 
jierliaps  a  week  in  Kgypt  ? — dunk  the  majority 
of  the  passengers  would  prefer  it)  i^o  through. 

30q8.  Mr.  Stan»feUL\  Duen  the  monsoon  help 
jvk  in  the  ovtward  voyage  t— Undoubtedly  it  as- 

3061).  Witli  regard  to  coal,  what  khul  of  coal 
i:-imporied  into  Bombay  for  the  ordinary  mlU^• 
ketir-~I  see  the  description  of  coal  in  the  piioe« 
cnrrent  which  T  hold  in  my  hand  is  Welsh 
Hartley.  I  do  not  know  what  Welsh  Hartley 
it,  but  Welsh  Hartley  alongside  u  quoted  at  42 
to  44  rupees  a  ton,  «id  West  HartJey  the  same 
price,  43  to  44  rupees^that  is  the  last  jirice- 
rcrient. 

3070.  How  much  of  the  coal  im|K>rted  into 

Bombay  5^  for  Ptenm  pitr|io<5rs  ?  -  -  Nearly  the 
wWc  of  it.  But  the  -liips  that  load  for  IJombay 
in  the  ordinary  way  take  eoal  where  they  con  get 
it,  and  the  owners  do  not  take,  perhaps,  very 
mach  trouble  to  buy  the  best 

'>(i71.  Hut  tlicy  would  ;,'ot  tlu'ir  crial  cillu'r  in 
London  or  in  liiverpool  il  tiiey  sailed  iroui  this 
eoontry,  wonld  they  not  ? — Yes. 

3072.  In  any  English  port  from  wliicli  they 
would  be  likely  to  sail  they  would  be  sure  to  Hud 
either  good  nocih  conntry  steam  coal  or  goo<l 
Weleh  steam  ooal  ?— I  do  not  think  1  could  admit 
dist  In  Liverpool  the  large  steam  comjmmes 
liavc  die  control  of  all  the  best  coal.  We  <Mir- 
Mlve*  cannot  get  the  best  coal  at  LivcrpooL 
jlssars.  Cnnard  and  the  Pacific  Comnany  and 
sjthers  have  p'ot  the  couunand  of  all  tlie  oest  coal. 

3073.  Do  you  know  tlie  coudumption  of  coal  at 
Botabay? — ^No;  it  most  he  someuungvecy  large 
now. 

3074.  Do  you  tiuiik  it  is  140,000  tons  a  year  ? 
—It  i«  not  so  much. 

3U75.  Wliat  is  your  consumption  in  round 
numbers? — cannot  state  that;  I  suppose  it  would 
be  30,000  or  40,0^)0  iow. 

3076.  What  period  of  consumption  does  your 
«tock  represent;  is  it  a  yearns  consumption? — 
^  "I  -u  iiiu(  h  ;is  11  (  ir"  .  We  do  not  like  to  fall 
<au<:lt  below  six  mouths.    At  Bombay,  knowing 

(US. 


that  ooals  are  always  to  be  had,  we  are  not  so     C.W.  / 

particular.    Wc  An  now  and  tlien  take  advan-  HmoeU,  Ivsq. 

tagc  of  the  market.    We  give  our  agent  autho-  

rity  to  buy  coals  in  the  mamt  if  he  can  find  them 

good.  l866» 

3077.  Yuur  .^lutk  at  Bombay  is  not  so  large 
pn^Kictionatoly  a;^  at  other  ports? — No;  we  do 
not  require  to  keep  so  large  a  quantity  there. 

3078.  If  I  Were  to  ask  you  whether  the  aver- 
age market  price  of  steam  coal  at  Bombay  from 
1861  to  186/5  inclusive  h.id  been fn  in  nttv.  to37.T. 
according  to  qiudity ,  would  you  be  tlispotcd  tt>  think 
that  a  correct  stat-cment  > — I  have  it  here  exactly. 
In  consequence  of  the  evidence  which  1  heard, 
and  in  orrler  to  check  the  co?t  at  which  we  lay 
down  i  <ihIs  1  h:iv<'  obtained  from  a  relinlilc  yirice- 
eurreut  the  co^t  of  coals  for  the  hist  four  years. 

.3079.  What  price-curroiii  do  you  take  that 
from? — That  was  one,  I  thiuk,  kept  in  UeseiB. 
•Smith  and  Flemiug^  office.  The  average  price 
of  coal  in  the  Bombay  market  at  ])er  price-current 
quotations  from  January  1862  to  March  IsGG, 
comprising  fimr  years  and  tluree  months,  taken 
from  alongside,  is  tilightly  iu  excess  of  21  rupees, 
that  i=  42.S.  per  ttiu  alongside  the  ship.  I  think  in 
my  evidence  the  otiier  day  I  stated  that  the  Com- 
pany had  supplied  themselves  on  a  five  yean^ 
average  at  35  »•. 

3080.  I  suppose  1866  has  beeti  rather  a  dear 
year? — 1866  is  a  very  dear  year, 

3081.  The  average  I  have  is  from  30  «.  to  37 
but  that  only  includes  1865,  I  presume? — Pre- 
cisely . 

3082.  You  make  your  average  35  «.  6  d.  ?— - 
35  s.  or  35*.  6<f.,  I  hardly  know  whteh  without 

looking  at  my  figures. 

3083.  To  that  35*.  G  r/,  you  ought  to  add, 
ought  you  not,  25  j)cr  cent.  ? — I  thd  so;  I  think 
If  you  refer  to  my  first  day's  evidence,  vou  will 
find  that  it  is  so.  In  this  matter  T  am  dealing  with 
evidence  whi<di  I  thought  came  into  conflict  with 
the  fact.  1  therefore  take  coats  alongside  in  one 
ease,  and  I  take  coals  alongside  in  the  other 
case. 

3084.  But  now  you  credit  your  coal  account, 
and  you  debit  the  voyage  with  ooals  at  35  ».  6  d., 
plus  25  ])er  cent. ;  that  would  bp  44  s  fi  d.  ? — 
ICS,  but  we  d«)  not  do  it  exactly  in  that  way  on 
our  books.  We  aveKBgii  it  to  some  extent ;  one 
port  docs  not  reqmre  qtiite  so  mnoh,  and  another 
will  require  more. 

.insrj.  r>ut  more  or  less  you  add  that  kind  of 
I>cr-ccntage  to  the  figures  which  you  have 
already  given  us? — ^We  do. 

3086.  For  the  paqtose  of  comparing  what  yon 
call  the  cost  price  of  yoiur  coal  with  the  aeLuiig 
price  at  Bombay,  that  25  per  cent,  or  aome  pei>- 
centago  of  that  kind,  oaght  to  be  taken  mto 
account  ? — Decidedly. 

3087.  You  do  not  make  a  profit  upon  the  coal 
aecotmt  ? — No. 

3088.  Therefore,  according  to  your  calcida- 
tions,  if  they  arc  correct,  you  chaige  ooal  amply 
at  cost  price  to  the  vessel  ? — Y'^es. 

3089.  But  the  coal  iu  the  Bombay  market 
must  be  sold  at  cost  nrice,  plus  the  profit? — I 
think  as  a  rule,  the^  take  coal  as  ballast.  I  do 
not  think  that  ooal  v»  often  taken  out  as  an  article 

to  make  a  profit  upon  ;  coal  is  a  convenient  articJe 
to  have  ou  board  iii  thti  hold;  the  amount  of  it 
depends  very  much  uptm  the  geneial  chafaetsr  ' 
of  the  cargo  of  the  vessel. 

30U0.  It  miut  depend  upon  the  supply  and 
T  4  wanand. 
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C,  IT.  denund,  and  they  mtke  »  {Mrofit  if  they  can? — 
flbwuff/^iiiq,  Tbey  doubtles*;  ninkr  a  profit  if  tliry  mw. 

3091.  They  iiiuet  make  a  nrotit  when  they 
iR  Mqr    cKOt  and  your  lule  ia  not  to  maxe  a  profit  on  that 

1866.       act  ount  ?— That  is  so. 

3092.  When  you  pavo  the  price  of  3/5  s.  6  d., 
tstt  what  year  was  that? — 35.<.  fid.  was  the 
Avense  of  the  last  five  years,  I  think,  including 
die  iraole  6f  the  year  1865.  I  gave  a  muon 
higher  fii^urc  a.'-  the  price  «>r  tln'  !ii,-t  r,j)or;'itiiiTi. 

3093.  One  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixtv- 
aix  we  are  agreed  ia  a  <lcar  year  ;  but  taking  the 
average  cmi  or  price  nf  rostl  frnm  1Rf?l  \^^  1865, 
you  made  youra  3/5  s.  6d.,  plue,  I  will  call  it,  25 
per  cent  (it  may  be  20  per  cent.),  making  your 
charge  against  the  VOjrage,  fl«y  44 1.  per  ton  ? — 
Yex.  certainly. 

.■}0L)4.  Tlie  maximum  avernfie  price  for  delivery 
iu  Bombay  iu  the  open  market  was  37  s.  ? — The 
price  ourrent  I  read  made  it  48 1. 

3095.  Your  return  includes  the  exrcptionn! 
7ear»  1866.  1  am  taking  up  to  the  end  of  lti65, 
which  ia  the  period  ibr  which  you  ealeukte  that 
the  oorit  of  coal  ii^  3j  y.  fi  f/.  ? — Yc?. 

30y6.  (Jail  you  ulucidnle  iu  any  maimer  that 
apparent  contsiderablc  difterence.  What  strikes 
me  18  that  during  that  period  of  five  years  the 
averse  selling  price  at  BouiImit  of  eteam  coal, 
of  tlie  best  quahty  to  be  bad  there,  was  37  s. ; 
and  the  price  which  you  charge  on  the  voyage  is 
44  s.  ^There  is  the  addition  of  the  20  or  25 
]>or  cent,  to  account  for  the  difterence.  I  am 
afraid  that  1  sim  hnnily  gathering  what  the 
Henourable  Member  desires  to  elucidate;  I  wish 
thoroughly  to  understand  the  question. 

3097.  Let  us  put  it  in  a  different  way.  The 
price  at  which  you  charge  coal  in  your  accmiut  of 
the  voyages  ought  not  to  be  mure  t  huu  the  average 
price  of  the  best  coal  in  ^le  oi  cn  market  at 
Tjciiiliay  ;  aTid  a^■^ullling  that  to  be  so.  I  find  that 
the  average  price  of  the  best  steam  coal  iit  Bom- 
bay, in  the  open  market,  from  1862  to  1865,  was 
.37  .«.  a  ton,  tm(\  that  your  charge  is  44  s.  a  ton  ?— 
We  laid  in  our  coalt*  at  somewhat  less  than  die 
average,  which  you  give  of  37  «. ;  we  laid  them  in 
at  35  s.  6  d.  and  adding  to  that  the  pexHKntage  of 
25  per  cent,  it  comes  ont  at  about  44  s. 

3('I1S.  Then  the  (lui  .-tK  n  ari.-c:^.  whether  that 
per  ccDtage  m  not  too  large  a  per  ceutage ;  tliat 
results  in  your  crediting  the  eoal  account  to  44«. 
per  ton,  whereas  in  the  open  market,  yim  can 
Duy  itat37«.<' — Yes,  but  then  y<iu  Imy  coal  along- 
side a  ship  in  the  open  market ;  we  cauuot  send 
our  titcamer  al<nigeide  a  ship  which  has  coal  to 
sell.    The  price  which  I  have  given  here,  aa 
the  average  of  tlu-  yeans  from  1862  to  1866,  is 
coal  aloQgside ;  if  we  buy  such  we  have  to  land 
and  to  store  them.   At  Galle,  when  we  are  going 
oil  il.t'  Australian  voyage,  wo  know  that  fio.-li 
coul  i.s  ei^eiitial  to  m,  and  we  endeavour,  it  we 
can,  to  arrange  to  send  our  steamer  alongside  the 
coal  \i.-s(  l.-  H"  the  weather  permit^,  to  take  coals 
from  one  to  the  other,  and  then  wc  escape  some 
of  tho^e  charges  that  we  haM  beea  apaiJring 
about;  but  taking  the  gen««l  average  of  our 
business,  we  do  not  escape  them  to  any  extent ; 
anybody  requiring  to  fill  a  steam  vessel  w  ith  coals, 
or  those  who  made  it  their  bu«ine«ii  to  buy  and 
atore  coals  at  Bombay,  would  incur  all  the  ex- 
penses which  we  incur,  and  the  coal  merchant 
would  Mill  those  coals  to  the  coueiuner  at  the 
•nbanccd  rate  at  which  we  charge  them  to  our 
vcpptls.    It  wonhl  ho  a  mf>pt  exceptional  con- 
dition of  things  if  you  were  able   to  send  a 


steamer  alonge^ide  a  vessel  which  had  300  er  400 
tons  of  ro;il-  on  hoanl  for  :>alei  and  take  then 
and  burn  them  in  tlmt  way. 

SOM,  Mr.  Mojfatt.]  U  it  not  the  fad,  thut 
with  jvmr  judgment  and  experience  in  the«e 
mattery  you  find  it  necessary  to  keep  &g  much 
coal  at  vour  variouii  stations  as  comprises  j 
capital  0^  250,000/.— That  is  so;  that  is  tbe 
actual  av«^e  of  the  year. 

3100.  In  jHiint  of  fact,  you  cannot  aff  ml.  aa 
you,  to  run  the  risk  oi'  the  chance  of  the  arriv»l 
of  coals  at  llomiiay,  or  any  other  port,  tooosia 
steamer  when  she  comes  in  ? — Certainly  nrit. 

3101.  The  consequence  of  thai  h,  tliai  ilie 
difference  of  7*.  i>er  ton  goes  to  make  up  die 
interest  on  the  25O,00OiL  at  9  per  cent.  ?— Yc$; 
interest  is  one  eleinMit  of  iJiat  charge,  uf  20  or 
25  per  cent.,  but  we  should  not  put  it  so  bigkti 
9  per  cent. 

3102.  What  is  the  total  quantity  of  coal  dm 

ymi  consume  on  the  Indian  stations'  ? — I  am 
afraid  that  I  can  hardly  venture  to  give  that  with- 
out data;  we  have  spent  as  mwm  aa  ISXkfiObL 
in  one  year  alone  upon  coals. 

3103.  Chairmajt/]  Have  you  any  further  do- 
cument which  you  would  wish  to  lay  before  the 
Committee? — Yes;  I  have  here  a  paper  widi 
reference  to  dinwtohinf  the  In^an  maiTs  upon  i 
fixed  day  in  the  week,  making  the  Ausirtili;ii; 
mails  start  once  a  limar  month,  instead  ut'  oov*:  a 
calendar  month,  as  at  present ;  and  this  paper  i." 
important,  inasmuch  as  it  shows  that  the  ]il;in 
would  interfere  most  materially  with  ilie  Aup- 
tralian  line,  so  much  so,  in  lact,  that  it  cannot  be 
worked  at  all ;  it  brings  about  a  constant  alts> 
ration  of  the  day  of  the  month  for  the  dispatch  of 
the  Auptralian  mail  from  En|jland,  and  ;i  constant 
alteration  of  the  date  of  the  dispatch  from  hydnejr; 
it  also  increases  die  course  of  post  very  niueh,aM 
there  le  a  constantly  varying  time  for  ;he  iletjn- 
tion  of  the  .steamers  and  of  the  interval  IfetHeeu 
the  arrival  and  dispatch  of  the  mail  in  Sydney. 

31f>4.  But  there  would  be  no  dilFH  ul:}-,  would 
there,  in  the  event  of  their  having  13  mails  a 
year  to  Australia?--  Tlie  difficulty  is  that  which 
arises  irom  having  13  mails  in  the  year  to  and  from 
Australia,  as  com|>arcd  with  the  present  syttflD 
of  12.  This  tahle  illiistrutes  the  result  of  having 
13  mails  in  the  vear  instead  of  12.  I  nssume  in 
the  table  that  tfiie  system  came  under  oi>ernti«c 
on  the  first  Friday  in  January  last,  and  tne  lalile 
works  the  system  out  through  the  present  year 
{delivering  in  tht  anM). 

3105.  Do  you  mean  to  say,  then,  that  a  service 
of  13  voyage.^  in  the  year  would  bo  more  incfln* 
vcnient  to  the  people  in  Australia  than  one  of  1- 
voyages? — It  would  require  four  diipe  to  do  the 
work  instead  of  three,  as  at  present.  The  com- 
mnnily  in  this  «  ountry  would  have  to  lo«>k  to 
on  what  l-'riday  of  the  month  they  would  have  to 
write  the  Au.stralian  letters,  an«f  the  connnunity 
in  Australia  the  ^amc 

3106.  Mr.  MurshA  \N  itli  the  present  speed, 
they  would  not  be  able  to  fet  ttt  answer  by  the 
return  poet,  if  there  were  13  voyages  in  a  year? 
—  On  one  occasion  the  interval  between  the 
arrival  and  dl.-jiatcli  of  the  steainei-  at  SydnoJ 
brought  down  to  one  da)',  so  that  that  would  not 
do  for  the  country.  I  may  mention  that  the 
Company  have  been  very  reccntlv  in  correspond- 
ence with  the  Post  Ofliice  with  reference  to  an 
improved  servioe  on  tiie  Australian  line,  and  we 
gave  them  to  understand  that  if  they  would  give 
us  a  contract  for  a  sufficient  niunber  of  years,  we 

wodU 
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ttoultl  build  a  set  of  ships  epecially  suitable  for 
(lie  Kijuirements  of  the  line.  In  reply,  tUe^  bavc 
iMed  tint  titer  are  not  able  to  entertain  the 
pfopp!*itton  at  the  present  time. 

3107.  Chairman.']  Have  you  anything  further 
to»t«tc  to  the  Committee  upon  your  conirnuiiicu- 
tiim  n-:th  the  Treasury,  with  regard  to  the  liervice 
with  .Inpait  ? — No ;  that  matter  at  preaent  staade 
ifltliis  way :  we  have  bct'n  currying  on  that  service 
fx  wo  years,  and  hiive  received  nothing  for  it. 
Ihe  Goveroment  asked  ui^  A>r  \vhat  amount  we 
fwild  ondertdce  to  continae  it  and  we  offered  to  do 


it  for  the  very  low  eiim  of  5,000/.  a  year.    They      C.  W. 
have  since  ojsked  m,  hut  not  uihcially,  if  we  ivould  fltm<ell,  £«|. 

do  it  onco  a  nionlli  for  leas,  leaving  half  the  service   

to  the  French;  and  wc  have  told  thum  n\M,  not     i):'  May 
officially,  that  we  cannot  make  any  abatement  in 
the  -i.ooo/.  a  year,  whether  this  eervieo  be  monlbly 
or  fortuightly. 

3I08->To.  The  Committee  nnderfitaoci  from  ytn 
also,  that  your  scrvire  with  Mauritius  i>  du  tlio 
jxHut  of  being  brought  to  a  close,  upon  tlie  notice 
given  I)y  your  com|>any  to  the  Guvermnent?— Xt 
la  Bo }  uie  last  mail  leaves  on  the  2Uth  instant. 
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3111.  Chea'rman,']  Yt>V  have  heen  employed, 
h»Te  vou  not,  in  connection  mth  the  Persian 
Gulf  telepratih  Line  nt  Kurrachee? — I  have. 

3112.  In  v'l;:,'  o.'ipaeit^?— Aa  ^rectof  of  the 
line  from  Kmmehee  to  lao. 

3113.  When  did  you  arrive  in  London  ?^ — On 
}n'iR_v  la«!t. 

31 14.  When  did  you  leave  Knrrachee  ? — left 
Kurrachee  on  the  11  th  of  April 

3115.  In  what  oonditinn  (lid  yon  leave  the  luie? 

—1  left  it  in  an  excellent  condition. 

1116.  In  what  lame  were  tiie  messaees,  as  a 
enteral  rule,  conveyed  between  Fao  ;inrl  Hurra- 
ed either  way  ? — Between  Fao  and  Kurrachee 
lb*  ivemi^  has  all  aleogbeen  under  two  honre. 

3117.  In  fact,  there  has  been  no  interruption 
to  the  regularity  of  the  eerricc,  has  there  ? — There 
bsbeea  no  interruption  to  the  re^olarify  of  the 
wrvlcc,  except  for  a  very  short  tuue»  when  the 
cable  broke  soon  after  it  was  laid. 

SI18.  As  long  OS  the  eahle  was  in  good  con- 
dition vou  wore  able  to  send  your  messages  from 
Fao,  and  receive  vour  mesMgea  at  Kurrachee 
fiom  Fso,  in  sofnetniiig  Hke  two  horn  f—Yta,  on 

tbe  average. 

3119.  Is  it  your  name  that  we  have  seen  ap- 
fnded  to  some  re]irei<eutationa  addreai^ed  last 
rear  to  Mr.  Mansfield,  the  Commissioner  in 
Scinde  ? — Yes. 

3120.  At  that  time  the  service  from  Kurrachee 
into  the  interior  of  India  was  very  defective,  was 
it  not? — ^It  waa  Tenr  defieetive  haoeed. 

3121.  Is  it  at  all  better  now?— When  I  left 
Kurzachee  it  had  inmroved  considerably.  Since 
Oeeembor  laat  I  tlunk  it  had  im|nroved  very  nmeh. 

3122.  What  18  the  improvement  the  conse- 
I^Beace  off* — I  do  not  think  that  tbe  improvement 
ii  permanent  ret,  although  it  will  be  wi^dn  tiie 
next  three  or  tour  months,  when  the  eontcmplntcd 
alterations  have  taken  place  in  laying  down  a 
d  ml/io  line,  nnd  ])ut ting  a  new  line  through  the 
Rumi  of  Cuteh.  1  think  thoTonte  adopted,  per- 
haps, imght  be  changed. 

3123.  Will  that  Ime  be  a  complete  line,  so  far 
M insulation  is  concerned?—!  do  not  know  wlmt 
iualators  they  arc  using.  I  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  Iiidiftu  telegraph  department  just  now. 

S124,  Have  you  anything  to  do  with  what  you 
call  the  Indian '  eervioe,  aa  distinct  from  the 
Persian  Gulf  line  Pcrvicc  at  Kurradtee? — Xo, 
fmm  1857  to  1860  I  was  in  the  Indian  telegraph 
depsrtment*  bntsinee  then  I  have  heen  on  epeeu! 
doty. 

3125.  You  at  Kurrachee  were  the  director  of 
tiie  Persian  Gulf  line  ? — Yes. 

3126.  And  you  had  nothmg  to  do  with  the 
mHdnff  of  the  Indian  lines  from  Kurrachee  ? — 


I  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  Indian      B.  I. 

lines.  WaUo7i,T.tq, 

3127.  You  made  certain  nepresentations  to  the   

Commissioner  in  Scinde;  those  communications 

had  reference,  had  they  not,  to  the  nernmnlation 
of  messages  in  the  omce  at  Kurrachee,  which 
were  not  sent  forward  with  the  rapidity  with 
which  they  ought  to  have  been  sent  Ibrwanl 
As  fiir  as  I  can  remember,  my  commmiieation 
was  with  ref^ard  to  the  general  mismanagement 
and,  on  this  particular  occasion,  the  delay  of  a 
great  number  of  messages. 

3128.  OwiTiff  to  what  circumstance  waa  that 
delay? — i)wiug  to  the  defective  state  of  the  line 
between  Kurrachee  and  Deesa. 

3129.  Did  that  state  of  the  line  prevent  mes- 
sages from  beiu}^  sent  on  after  they  were  received 
in  the  Indian  ofhce  at  Kurrachee? — Yes,  it  caused 
a  delay  in  some  instanoea  of  two  or  three  days  in 
Kurraehee  ftself. 

3130.  In  what  condition  were  the  messages 
from  England  received  at  your  <McQ  at  Kurrsr 
chee,  generally  speaking?— At  first  they  were 
rather  in'lifferent,  but  latterly  thev  have  been 
wonderfully  correct  considerin^j  the  number  of 
different  States  that  the  messages  passed  through, 
and  that  they  are  handled  by  men  who  sjteak 
diflcrcnt  languages  to  that  in  which  the  messages 
are  conveyed. 

3131.  Great  compbints  have  been  made  before 
this  Committee  or  the  defective  condition  in 
which  the  messages  hn^  e  bet  n  received  in  India 
and  in  London ;  from  your  experience  do  yon 
consider  that  those  defects  were  dne  to  the  rois~ 
mannj^emcnt  in  the  Turkish  system,  or  in  the  In- 
dian system? — In  the  case  of  messages  from 
England,  the  defective  state  of  the  mesaagea 
must  be  due  to  the  miemaangement  betweoi 
liondon  and  Fao. 

3132.  Were  the  messages  for  England  re- 
ceived at  Kurrachee  from  Bombav  aud  Calcutta 
generally  received  In  good  condition? — I  think 
there  were  equally  a?'  many,  if  not  more,  errors 
in  the  messages  on  their  arrival  at  Kurrachee 
from  India,  as  on  their  arrival  from  England  at 
ICnrrarbce. 

3133.  You  fouud,  did  you  not,  that  before  you 
left  Kurrachee  an  improvement  was  taking  pfaee 
in  both  particulars  ? — Yes,  on  both  aides  a  great 
improvement  waa  taking  place. 

3134.  Tliere  is  a  line,  i.s  llicre  not,  finMU  Sttl^ 
rachee  to  Gwadur,  by  land  ?— Yea. 

31 S5.  Do  yon  use  that  line  at  all?— We  use 
it  in  ease  of  the  eaTdc  breakini^,  and  for  all 
local  purposes  aud  messages  on  the  telegraph 
service,  or  from  the  town  of  Gwadur  itself  to 
Kiirr-if-hec,  and  tlic  chaige  is  much  less  on  that 
line  than  by  the  cable. 

Z  SIM.  W<NiU 
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//.  /.         31:16.  Would  there  be  any  difficulty  in  ex- 
W5i//<w,  I'lcq.  tending  that  land  line  «lonp  the  Persian  Gnlf? 
— —       — Not  the   sliglitost  ditticulty  all  tlie  way  to 
i^^fj    Bunder  Al»b«8>  immediately  to  tiie  north  of 
it66.  Mottendom. 

3137.  And  bo  alonjx  the  slioro  <>T  the  Pprpinn 
Gulf  to  Bushirc?  — 1  do  not  know  anything 
about  the  country  beyond  Bunder  Abbas,  but 
as  far  as  Bunder  Abbas  tliorc  woulri  he  no  dif- 
ficulty whutever,  either  from  the  nature  of  the 
country,  or  frt>m  the  habits  of  the  jieoplc. 

3138.  Yon  have  had  no  difficulty  in  dealing 
witb  the  people  on  Mekran  CoaBt,  between 
Kurrachee  and  frwadur,  have  ytm  ? — Since  the 
line  vr&a  constructed  they  havo  never  attempted 
any  injury  to  it,  on  a  single  occadon. 

3139.  Mr.  Miirsh.]  Are  tlie  i>eople  Beloo- 
chees?  —  Yes,  they  are  Beloochees:  they  call 
timn  the  Mekranee§ ;  they  are  a  dill'ercnt  caste 
of  men  altogether  from  the  Hill  lielooehees; 
they  are  very  good  jjcoplo  indeed  if  tbey  aro 
treated  properly. 

3140.  Chairmm,}  Xiooking  at  the  riak*  to 
which  all  submarine  lines  must  be  to  a  certain 
extent  fiuhject,  would  it  not  he  a  very  great  eafe- 
ffiuu°d  aii  rti8pcct«  the  interest  of  the  people  using 
tne  tc]c^ra])h,  to  have  an  alternative  line  as  far  as 
18  ])racticable  on  laud? — I^Io-st  decidedly  eo. 

8141.  Would  it  not  al;so  very  much  facilitate 
the  fon^arding  of  jBieasages  to  and  fro? — Veaej 
much  90  indeed. 

3142.  What  would  bo  the  expense,  stating  it 
very  roughly,  of  continuing  the  line  i'rom  (iwaaur 
to  Bunder  Abhas? — X  sbcmld  imagine  it  ivouid  be 
about  finm  802,  to  851.  a  mile;  that  is  to  hare  a 
good  permanent  double  line. 

3143.  Do  you  think  that  the  line  as  at  j^jre^eut 
exietine,  a  single  line,  down  the  Pcrsiau  Gulf  to 
Kunachec  will  be  tuffielent,  as  the  busineea  in- 
creases, tu  caxi  y  the  whule  uf  the  messages poasing 
to  and  from  India? — No,  it  is  just  snffionntfiw 
the  present  work ;  but  them  must  be  another 
line  made  very  soon,  I  thinilc. 

3M4.  And  in  that  case  would  not  the  exten- 
eion  of  the  land  iiue  to  Bunder  Abbas  be  an  od- 
Tantage  ? — A  great  advantage. 

3145.  And  t^till  more  eu  if  yon  could  connect 
Bunder  Abbas  with  Butshire,  uud  nu  Uiing  it  into 
OOmmunication  with  the  Persian  line  ? — Yt  .^,  nud 
ao  we  would  have  an  alternative  line  the  whole 
way  to  England. 

3146.  A  j)n'[)osition  has  been  made  to  this 
Committee  for  the  making  of  a  line  through 
^bM'*^     Aden,  and  along  flie  southern  coast  of 

Arabia  hy  way  of  Jliit^cat,  to  Mu^sendoni ;  if  tliat 
line  were  to  be  made,  would  it  be  possible,  do 
you  thinlc,  to  convef  all  die  traffic  upon  the 
Eingie  line  tit  present  existing,  or  even  upon  the 
double  line  w^hich  you  have  been  suggesting  f — 
If  that  alteimrtive  line  were  made  tlierc  would 
be  an  immense  local  traffic  between  Bunder 
Abbas,  and  those  pluccs  in  Persia  through  which 
the  line  would  jiass  to  Kurrachee  and  Sombaj, 
and  other  parts  of  India. 

3147.  Do  you  thinlc  tiuit  there  is  a  sufficient 
foundation  of  eonmuMCf  In  tween  Per.-ia  and  India 
to  supply  a  large  amount  of  local  traffic? — Yes, 
there  is. 

3148.  T  pre?nmc  all  your  mespajre?  are  pent  in 
English  ? — Yes,  all  our  messages  are  sent  in 
£nglish. 

8149.  And  of  course  a  native,  whether  he 
mnderstands  English  or  not,  is  obliged  to  have  his 
message  tnoiatated  for  him  into  the  English  Ian* 


gna^  befofTB  you  esn  send  it? — Yes;  in  every 
station  tiiere  are  mooneheee  who  pnt  their  mn. 
sages  into  Englifih  for  a  very  trifling  sum. 

31dU.  Looking  at  the  probable  eztenaioQ  of  the 
telegraphic  system  esatward  from  India  to  Chiii& 
or  Australia,  do  you  think  it  jwusiblc  th:it  with 
such  an  additional  servioo  to  perform  tlic  Peraiaa 
Gulf  line  could  canrf  on  its  work  without  ssais 
a/ldition  to  its  present  mcnns  of  forwardinn-  me»- 
eagcfi? — I  think  that  if  the  alternative  line  wers 
made  it  would  be  quite  ci^idilo  «f  doing  Iht 
whole  oi  tlie  work. 

3151.  l>o  you  thinlc  that  two  wiree  would  be 
snffifient  ?— Ye--- ;  \'.  e  can  form  a  vt-ry  <,n)i(d  Ideaof 
the  amount  of  tel^raph  traffic  with  oui-  Easten 
Colonies  from  what  we  do  at  present,  and  I  find 
that  of  ull  tlie  messaji^es  received  at  Kuri'acbee, 
Siuga|)ore,  China,  Jaj^jiui,  aud  Batavia,  one-teath 
are  £ot  Australia.  II  the  telegraphic  communi- 
cation were  extended,  I  believe  that  there  would 
he  an  eijual  amount  of  traffic  witJi  the.-'e  j>kce» 
aa  there  is  at  present  with  India. 

3152.  Have  you  brought  any  statistical  infor- 
mation with  you  88  to  Ibe  working  of  your  line? 
—  No,  I  have  only  come  home  on  lca\  e  of  (ine 
month  in  Eogiaod.  I  have  notliing  at  all  uf  that 
sort  with  me.  I  s(|md  in  a  monthlj  statement  to 
the  Bombay  Government  of  the  triifHc  rcceiiits 
and  the  length  of  time  occupied  ia  the  tranmit- 
siou  of  me^.'-ages. 

3153.  As  director  of  that  line  are  you  in 
charge  of  the  accounts  of  the  line  aa  well  as  the 
practical  adminl.-tration  of  it  ? — Yes,  I  am  ia 
general  charge  of  the  administration  of  the  line* 

8154.  Do  yon  receive  all  the  cash  which  ii 
paid  in  and  make  all  the  digbnrseniGnts? — Ye.^. 

3155.  And  you  render  an  account  to  the  Bom- 
bay Qovemment  ? — Yes,  I  do  that  through  tlit 
Accountant  General  at  BomTiny. 

3156.  Sir  Charles  Briffht.j  AViint  is  the  ex- 
pense of  working  the  line  ? — Inolu^Kng  Ai 
Steamer  "  Amber  Witch,"  and  all  the  expoim 
ineorted  in  India,  I  think  that  the  expense  is 
about  26,000  rupees  a  month  at  the  out^ide, 

3157>  That  is  how  much  in  li^ngUsh  money  per 
atmum  f—£.  31,200. 

.31.58.  What  were  the  lapt  montfaVn  reeeii>fs  of 
the  line  before  you  left  India  ?-  -1  cannot  re- 
member exactly ;  but  it  was  about  85,000  rupees 
per  month,  or  at  the  rate  of  102,000  /.  n  \  t  :\r.  The 
revenue  would  be  very  much  hu^er  it  tiic  service 
were  properij  oouduoted  oti  either  mde  «f  my 
«fictioQ. 

3159.  At  present  it  appears  that  you  are  earn- 
ing a  profit   of  aljuut   7(),(M)0/.    a-year?  —  Xo, 

there  is  the  value  of  the  Englisli  stores  to  be 
deducted,  and  the  wear  and  tear  of  the  cable. 

3160.  But  your  own  expenditure  .md  re- 
ceipts show  a  biJaucu  of  about  70,00U  L  a-)  ear 
at  present?— I  think  that  I  re^rted  to  the  Go- 
vernment that  wc  might  anticipate  a  ])rofit  of 
60,000  /.  a-ycar.  That  is  on  the  eafe  side,  1  know. 

3161.  You  have  a  regular  day  :ind  night  ser- 
vice, have  you  not!* — we  Imve  a  ooutinuow 
service. 

3102.  And  you  f-eleet  the  fi<rnalleri?  f rem  Etb> 
rope  ?— Yfp :  they  are  lirst-claas  Bignallers. 

3188.  It<  there  not  aome  proposal  to  alter  the 
courae  of  tliat  line  to  Angaum  at  the  other  side? 
— Yes;  owing  to  the  unlicalthinessof  Mustseudoia, 
mid  the  afanost  impossibility  of  keeping  Kun^ 
peans  at  sudi  a  place,  the  advisability  of  alter- 
ing the  coune  of  the  line  is  now  before  the 
Gov  erument. 

3164.  Have 


3164.  Have  voa  had  any  trouble  at  all  with 
the  Araha  at  MawemdoaL? — None  whiiteveir. 

3165.  The  Anba  in  the  Gulf  an  in  « tteto  of 

revolt  now,  are  they  not? — If  wc  lot  the  Arabs 
al<me,  they  will  never  iuterlcre  v  ith  ua ;  and  I 
lake  Ter^  good  care  that  none  ol'  my  people  ia- 
terferc  with  tliciu,  so  that  WO  h»ve  had  no  tsoable 
with  theiu  wliatcvcr. 

3106.  We  hare  luul  it  stated  i&  evidence  that 
lA  the  month  of  INIarch  laet»  betveeii  Kurracbee 
sai  Bombay,  me^ages  were  ttin  beiof^  very 
aIovIv  iiml  iueliioieutl y  curried,  to  what  do  you 
attiibute  Uiat? — The  line  to  tlie  euatward  of 
Kmnmeliee  goce  tJucmigh  a  very  bad  country  in- 
deed ;  and  at  the  siipf^cstirm  uf  Sir  Bartlc  Frere, 
I  bare  drawn  up  a  scheme  lor  a  diiferent  line  of 
cable  from  KurnielKe  to  Dwarka,  and  thence  A 
land  line  through  tlie  rich  cotton  district  to 
Baroda  or  Ahmcdabad,  and  thence  alongside  the 
railway  to  Bombay. 

3167.  You  spoke  of  the  local  trufEc ;  what  ia 
<he  propoilion  of  local  traffic  that  you  have  now 
on  tnc  rersian  Gulf  Hue? — I  caauot  tell  exactly 
noVj  but  I  think  (  i<lu>idd  be  safe  in  saying  that 
It  ia  worth  750  rupees  a  inontlu 

31  (if*.  "\Ybat  wns  about  the  avi-ra^r,.  tluit;  orcii- 
pie<l  by  a  iiictii'a^''c  trmn  tlic  hcail  1 1  Uic  Gull  to 
Enelandj  <)r  from  England  to  tbe  bead  of  the 
QnEr,  at  the  6me  that  you  led  Kurrachee?— I 
dunk  it  was  two  days  and  five  hoars }  I  cannot 
epeak  quite  |K>sitively  ui'on  tliat  iM)int. 

3168.  Can  jou  state  tbe  average  on  the  other 
tide,  between  Kumchee  and  Ca!eutt«? — ^Mat- 
ters Viail  improved  very  much  when  T  camn  away ; 
I  think  the  average  muat  have  been  iruui  1 J  to 
SOhonK. 

3170.  Tbtii  how  (To  you  account  for  the  fact 
that  we  d  )  not  get  any  news  as  a  rnle  from  India 
now  under  tive  or  six  days? — I  "Id  not  know  at 
all  what  has  happeQed  since  I  left  Kurrachee.  1 
haTe  heard  nothinf^  at  all  abont  it ;  the  repurta 
wliii  li  I  et'iit  in  r\cry  ukuiIIi  fo  tlic  Government 
irill  show  exactly  how  the  line  wni  kn. 

S171.  Ton  referreil  to  the  rinkf  attendinpr  a 
TObmarinf  lino,  but  it  seerae  to  be  the  fact  that 
the  Bubtaarine  portion  of  the  Indo-European 
Telegraph,  namely,  that  portion  from  Fno  to 
Knrracbce,  is  the  only  p^  uf  it  which  works 
ntisfactorily  ? — The  submarine  line  ftom  Fan  to 
Gwadur  is  as  good  now  06  when  it  wae  U&i,  sad 
it  works  excellently* 

31-72.  I  say  it  is  the  only  part  which  works 
eatiffaetonl-r  ;  all  iho  land  lines  ajipcar  to  give 
diieati&tiictioii,  and  the  tfubuiariue  cable  is  the 
only  one  which  wodkt  well  ? — Yea,  from  Fao  to 
Gwadur  it  worka  very  well,  but  from  Gwadur  to 
Kuiracbcc  it  is  uurullcl  wiUi  tliccoa-t;  and  every 
OkonMou  it  breaks  and  is  likely  to  do  so. 

3173.  Does  the  "  Amber  \Vitoh "  go  up  the 
CWf  frequently  ?— ^e  goes  up  abouttiiree  times 
a  year  on  the  average. 

3174.  What  is  her  cost,  includii^  statt'  and 
«Mds?-^Inoiudiog  coal  and  her  oommnnder's  pay 
as  engineer,  her  eost  is  about  3*400  Mipeee  a 


1 8  May 
1868. 


3175.  Does  she  give  aetiafeetion  in  her  work? 

—As  a  cable  vesael  aho  gives  every  satisfaction, 
except  that  ber  horse-power  ia  too  amall,  and  it 
caonot  be  incrcu.^ed  witliout  leesaun^g  luir  onpaK 
bility  for  carrying  cable. 

3176.  Yon  state,  do  you  not,  that  the  working 
in  India  ba.s  becu  improved  ? — The  weather  has 
improved  and  the  working  has  improved ;  but 
tthedier  the  impcovementw  tJie  worlciogit  to  be 


accounted  for  only  by  the  change  of  the  weatlier       II.  I. 
or  whether  it  is  o>viag  to  t^  bett<»r  administcatioa, .  Esq. 
I  cannot  say.  ~ 

.1177.  Are  the  Turiuah  lines  improvin^r  at  all? 
—  They  improve  sometimes,  and  then  they  £aU 
beck  again;  wo  oannoi depend  vpon  Aem. 

3178.  If  the  Turkish  lines  were  in  fioo<l  order, 
and  messages  were  carried  from  the  head  of  the 
Gtdf  to  England,  say  in  half^Miay,  whaet  addi- 
tional amount  of  traffic  do  ymi  calculate  from 
your  obaervation  of  tlie  traffic  would  be  brou^tt 
upon  tbe  line  ? — I  do  not  think  that  there  is  mem 
delay  in  Turkey  than  there  is  in  Europe  pcne- 
rallv.  I  do  not  think  that  uU  ike  bbuue  lied  witli 
Turkey. 

3179.  Our  experience  i«,  that  tlie  aertiee 
ttitni^h  Austria  n  -tery  well  perfonned,  and 

theretnre  we  lay  the  lilamo  npnn  Turkey,  seeing 
that  the  cable  has  worked  well  ? — In  the  middle 
of  last  winter,  which  wa«  a  very  severe  winter 
indeed,  tbe  Turkifh  telef^raj^h  worketl  as  well  aa 
it  could  be  winlieti,  ami  at  another  time  in  the 
middle  of  the  summer,  when  there  is  no  reason 
for  it,  it  breaks  down ;  why  it  is  I  cannot  say. 
Bnt  tlmt  it  can  work  well,  and  that  there  ia  tvery 
probability  of  it^>  working  wdl,Ititink  lliat  theM 
ia  not  the  slightest  doubt. 
S180.  But  if  you  conkl  get  a  message  from  the 

head  of  the  Onlf  (o  En;;Iaiul  in  half-a-<liiy,  the 
tratiic,  you  think,  would  be  very  much  increased? 
— ^The  traflhs  would  be  doubled^  no  doubt 

3181.  Therefore  the  Indian  Government, 
through  the  bad  working  of  these  continental 
lines,  ore  losing  C0,000/.  a  year? — ^Yes,  I  think 
so. 

3182.  Mr.  Moffatt^  What  are  the  two  termini 
of  ihe  Persian  Xlulf^Telegraph  Line  to  which 
your  evidence  has  reference? — Kurraeliee  and 
Fao  ;  Fao  is  aluio.st  tlic  same  ua  Busrnb ;  it  is  a 
little  lower  down,  ju.st  at  the  mootii  of  the  rivet* 
and  Buarah  is  €0  miles  up  the  river. 

3183.  That  telegraph  is  termed  the  Persian 
G  ulf  line  ? — Yes. 

3184.  Under  whose  responsibility  is  it  carried 
on,  that  uf  the  Indian  Governnient»  or  of  a  pxj- 
vato  comi)eny?— "Under  the  Govemoient  9t 
Bomljay. 

3185.  Can  yon  atatc  to  the  Commit t'  C  any 

reason  why  messages  sliould  occupy  15  hours 
coming  from  Calcutta  to  Kurrachee  ? — No ;  I  am 
not  in  the  Indian  Telegraph  department. 

3186.  Have  you  been  along  that  line  ? — I  have 
been  along  nearly  all  of  it  many  years  ago. 

3187.  If  properly  administered,  what«  iur  yvn 

opinion,  should  be  the  time  occupied  iu  a  mesai^ 
being  conveyed  from  Calcutta  to  Kurrachee  ?— 
If  there  is  a  epeeial  line  on  purpose  fur  cert ;«u 

messagesj  of  oourse  a  message  ought  U>  be  trajis- 
nutted  in  90  minutes. 

3188.  But  as  an  ordiunry  telegraph  line,  uliat 
is  the  time  that  uiight  fairly  be  occupied  in  t^e 
traut>mis8ion  of  a  message  flrom  Caloatta  to  Kuf- 

rachee?— I  tihouUl  .'rn-  ■iiirler  two  hours. 

3l8y.  And  you  ptatt;  u,.at  upun  the  average  it 
is  al)out  1-0  iiours? — Yej5. 

3190.  So  t  ar  iia  t  he  Persian  Gulf  branch  of  the 
Indian  tiile^raph  system  extends,  there  is  a  very 

lart^c  protit  to  the  Governnu^nt  in  ltd  working? — 

X  am  not  able  to  state  that  there  is  any  profit,,  be- 
cause I  do  not  know  the  expenses  ot  the  stoBes 

from  England,  and  what  is  allo^vcd  for  the  wear 
and  tear  oi'  the  cable  and  the  interest  on  the 
capitaL 

3191.  You 
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//,  /.  3191.  Toil  were  unJeretood  to  say  tlint  nn  the 

Walton,  Esq.  Persian  GruU'  line  there  was  a  profit  of  60,000  /. 

  a  year  ? — ^Ym  ;  tlut  was  the  profit  in  India. 

18  Hay        3192.  That  statement  of  profit  did  not  include 
twn»  QQg^^  of  maintenance  pOMiblr  or  incidental  ex- 

pnueif— Yes,  it  incluma  all  the  expenses  of 
working,  and  all  the  azpeiuM  of  whtck  I  an 
cognisant  as  director. 

But  In  your  account  that  line  is  charged, 
u  it  TXQif  with  all  the  expeuses  which  are  necea- 
aary  for  its  maintenance  r — do  not  know  what 
the  charges  are  in  tlio  Accountant  Gcnerarti 
Office  for  Enr^li>«h  stores  and  other  expenses; 
they  do  not  go  tlirough  my  office. 

3194.  They  do  not  come  under  your  supervi- 
sion as  superintendent  of  that  brunch? — No;  I 
have  nothing  to  do  witli  the  expenditure  in  Eng^ 
land  on  account  of  the  telegrapL 

319/5.  You  have  stated  to  the  Committee,  as  I 
understand,  tliat  at  Kurrachee,  wliich  is  your 
main  Btation,  dehiys  frequeatly  occur  of  two  or 
three  days  in  ihe  tnttumieMon  of  mcMages?— 
That  was  only  on  one  particular  occasion,  when 
I  complained  to  the  Commiasioner  in  Scinde. 

3196.  What  were  thoee  delays  caused  by  ? — 
I  can  only  ^peak  from  l!on«  <  i'-,  I  have  nothing 
to  do  wiUi  the  Indian  leicgrapli  Department; 
but  I  believe  they  were  caused  partly  by  floods 
and  partly  by  the  offices  not  Ibeiug  properly 
manned. 

3197.  You  are  cliief  of  the  department  at  Kur- 
rachcc,  are  you  not,  as  regards  messages  pasung 
down  the  Fer»ian  Gulf  Tine? — As  regards  aO 
messages  passing  between  Fao  and  Kurrachcc. 

31U8.  \ou  arc  understood  to  say  that  delays 
have  occurred  there  for  two  or  three  days  befibm 
the  transmission  of  messages  ? — Yes,  on  one  paiw 
ticular  occasion  that  was  so. 

3199.  Vou  are  not  prepared  to  state  what  the 
cause  of  those  delays  were  ? — Yes ;  it  was  partly 
owing  to  the  floods  and  partly  to  nusmanage- 
mcnt. 

3200.  Is  the  probability  of  the  oeouirenoe  of 
those  causes  now  removed  ?— Yes. 

3201.  !.<  tlu!  lino  now  made  secure  against 
floods  in  the  fir.-t  iuitaaco? — No,  I  do  not  think 
it  is ;  but  I  believe  that  tlie  Direotor  General  of 
telegraphs  in  India  is  adopting  means  to  prevent 
all  nrooability  of  flooding  by  doubling  the  line, 

ana  puttinjr  U  up  properly. 

3202.  Has  any  marked  improvement  been 
made  with  regard  to  the  admmistTation  of  the 
telegraph,  witli  respect  to  the  manipulators  of  the 
mesiiages  at  Kurrachee? — I  cannot  say,  because 
I  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  InfiBanTd,^raph 
Department. 

3203.  What  is  the  average  time  of  messages 
in  the  present  year  from  Ennjiand  to  Kurrachee? 
— I  have  not  the  papers  with  me,  and  I  cannot 
speak  positively,  bnt  the  average  from  January 
to  A])ril  I  think  must  have  bera  about  fear  and 
a  I) alt'  days. 

3204.  And  with  efficient  administration,  what 
time,  in  your  opinion,  should  be  occupied  in  the 
transmission  of  a  message  from  Loudon  to  Kur- 
rachee ?— We  have  had  messages  in  two  and 
a  half  hours.  During  February,  I  think  the 
average  was  two  and  a  half  days  for  all  messages 
for  the  month. 

3206.  And  since  February,  has  the  delay  in- 
creased in  the  transmission  of  nesssges?— Up 
to  the  time  T  left,  the  average  was  t-teady  at 
about  three  days ;  everv  minute  and  every  hour 
nnkeB  a  diflbtenee  in  telegraphing* 


3206.  To  what  cause  do  you  attrihutr-  tbia 
great  diflerence  between  two  and  a  half  hom 
and  three  dare  in  the  transmisnon  of  meseawes 
by  the  Persian  Gulf  line  ?— The  nieseagertw 
delayed  either  in  Europe  or  in  Turkey,  and  thev 
do  not  reach  our  terminus  earUer. 

3207.  You  have  no  jirnctieal  knowledge  of 
where  the  deiav  takes  place  ?— No ;  I  hsve 
nothing  to  do  with  the  mesaagee  till  they  rawh 
Fao. 

3206.  Mr.  Marth.'\  You  6tjitcd  that  it  would 
facilitate  things  very  much  if  another  wir«  weie 
put  upon  the  same  poets  by  the  existing  route; 
what  would  be  the  eacpense  of  putting  up  that 
additional  wire  F — I  think  it  would  be  a  waste  a£ 
money  to  put  it  up  by  the  existing  route,  becsuts 
that  route  is  most  objeetiooaUe. 

3209.  B  ut  for  that  distance,  what  wnuld  be 
the  expense  of  an  additional  wire  which  would 
facilitate  messages  very  much;  how  much  per 
mile  ?— To  carry  another  wire  through  the  Emm 
of  Kutch,  I  do  not  know  what  the  expense  would 
be;  I  cannot  form  an  estimate  of  how  much,  be- 
cause it  18  through  the  Desert,  and  it  is  a  matter 
to  which  T  liave  not  given  any  attention  at  all; 
it  is  out  of  aiy  sphere. 

3210.  What  is  the  difference  in  original  cxpeiue 
between  a  land  line  and  a  sea  line  ?  —  That 
dciieudd  very  much  uj>on  how  the  land  line  is 
made ;  if  it  runs  along  the  sea  coast  or  aloag  s 
river  where  you  can  put  stores  at  each  pbes 
where  you  require  tliem,  the  expense  is  very 
different  to  what  it  would  bo  if  it  went  through 
a  barren  country  inUwd. 

3211.  I  mean  the  expense  of  ptitting  it  up 
originally?—  The  difference  of  cost  of  a  laad 
cable  \&  very  great,  according  to  the  eiieUA- 
stances  which  I  have  indicated.  In  the  one  ewe 
you  can  put  up  one  for  perhaps  \0L  a  mUc,  or 
12  /.  a  mile,  whereas  in  tlie  otlH.>r  yon  oould  not 
put  it  up  for  leas  than  100/.  a  luilo. 

3212.  Do  you  know  what  the  sea  cable  wt? 
— Yes;  I  ehuuld  think  that  you  could  not  gets 
»>od  cable  laid  down  in  the  renian  Gulf  ondv 
from  350  /.  to  400 1  a  mile. 

3213.  A  land  line  '.fi  preferable,  is  it  not,  in 
many  respcctf^,  becauisc  it  more  easily  repaired 
when  it  get^  out  of  order? — Yes,  as  an  alttt^ 
native  line,  I  think  it  ia meet  desicable  to  havea 

land  line. 

3214.  Mr.  Stansfeld.'\  IM  I  lightly  undo^ 
stand  you  to  say  that  the  average  time  of  messages 
between  Calcutta  and  Kurr^ee  uow^  was  18 
hours  ? — I  think  it  is  from  15  to  18  hours. 

3215.  Are  you  prepared  to  st-ate  that  as  the 
avenge  ? — I  am  not  prepared  to  state  Uiat  it  ii 
an  accurate  average  on  any  particular  mon^t 
because  I  have  not  the  statistics  witli  rir 
Cidonel  Robinson  well  knows  what  it  is,  ami  1 
would  rather  Ic.Tve  the  matter  entirely  to  hira. 

3216.  Did  you  hear  the  evidence  of  Colonel 
BoHnson  upon  this  matter  the  other  day?— No, 
I  have  just  glanced  over  it  since  I  have  been  here. 
He  is  able  to  give  an  exact  answer  to  that  ques- 
tion, but  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  do  so. 

:^217.  Question  2932,  addressed  by  Sir  Charles 
Bright  to  Colonel  Robinson  is  this:  "What  do 
you  consider  a  fair  time  for  a  message  from 
kurrachee  to  Calcutta  now  ? "  The  answer  h : 
"Pour  or  five  hours;  and  it  would  be  less  if 
there  were  no  local  messages  cutting  in."  Do 
you  i^ee  with  that  answer  ? — Ycs^  1  quite  agiee 
with  It 

3218.  Hm 
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Sns.  The  next  question  addresaed  to  him  is, 

« In  other  words,  you  have  not  wiros  ^ufiicient 
foryom*  Uirough  traffic  aod  your  local  tnifiio? 
(A-)  No,  not  yet;  but  they  arc  being  nut  in." 
i»  that  ako  within  your  knowledge  f-^l  do.  ao^ 
bo»  what  tliey  are  doing. 

3219.  But  thiat  answer  of  his  you  acccju?  -- -  Vuh. 

3220.  Tlien  he  is  asked,  *'  Whcii  this  second 
irire  is  through  from  Kurrachce  to  Calcutta,  1 
suppose  from  halt'-an-hour  to  4(5  minuter  would 
beoKMigh? — (A.)  Yes;  wo  8Qme(ime»e»nd  direct 
toKmndiee  fautentaneouBly;**  do  yon  endorse 
\ht  ?tatfinent  ?— T  cannot  ;  .  i'-  from  mj  Ovn 
knowledge  of  irhat  they  do  iu  iuditt.^ 


3221.  Then  the  evidence  of  Colonel  Rohinson 

ujion  (lie  (|ue-ition  of  telegraph  coniuuinlcatloii 
tftweCii  Caleutta,  Kurraohee,  iUul  Boiuhay,  you 
would  ron^idt-r  itonchisivc  ? — I  should  think  f  j. 

'■,V222.  Cfiftirm<i74.]  Who  is  your  immediate 
guj>crittr  in  the  department  ? — I  report  to  Uic 
Secretaiy  of  the  Govcruuient  ia  the  Pubiic 
Works  Department  in  Bombs,/. 

3223.  Are  you  in  no  deg^e  snfaordinato  to 
Colonel  Kol)in?oii  ? — 1  am  immediately  subordi- 
nate to  Colonel  (ididsmid ;  hut  when  Colonel 
Goldsmid  is  not  in  the  country  1  report  to  the 
Government  of  liombay  direct ;  I  am  not  in  fttty 
way  Kubordinale  to  Culoiiel  liobinsou. 


H,  r. 
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MEUfiEBS  FOESENX: 


Mt.  BailHe. 
Mr.  Cliilders. 


Admiral  b'eymottr. 
Mr.  Stoo^eld. 


GEORGE  MOFi  ATT,  Esq.,  in  the  Cuaib. 


CUARJLES  SXBONOE,  ] 

C.  Strange,      3224.  C/udrtaaiu]  Have  you  a  paper  which 
Esq.    '   yott  wwfc  *"  present  to  the  Committee  ? — Yes; 
— —       it  is  a  memorial  which  haa  been  sent  to  the 
95  Alay     Treasury  by  the  Colooial  Office,  which  I  was 
t9eo»      informed  the  duumum  wished  to  bsve  fbrnuHied 
to  tlic  Citnitnittce ;  it  is  from  certain  gentlemen 
and  tinui*  connected  with  the  Mauritius,  praying 
that  Ilor  Majesty's  Government  wouhl  wmtribute 
townnis  flic  expense  of  the  postal  packet  service 
bftwueu  Suez  and  tlie  Mauritius. 

[  The  If  'itness  delivered  in  the  same,  which  is  a$ 

*'  The  Kigltt  Honourable  Edtcard  Cardtceli,  M.i'., 
Her  Miyesty's  Cokunisl  Secretary. 

"  Sir,  "  London,  31  January  1866. 

**  We,  the  undersigned,  being  interested  in  the 
tmde  between  Europe  and  Mauritins,  learn,  with 

much  regrr-t  and  Jinxiefy,  tlmi  tlic  direct  postal 
service  between  Suez  and  tliat  island  id  to  be 
discontinued,  and  that  tenders  are  invited  ftnr 
carryin<x  tlie  muils  via  Ceylon  to  Mauritius,  a 
route  wliich  would  rcij litre  42  days  iioc  th£  .dc- 
fivwry  of  our  mails,  instead  of  30  days,  aa  at 

g-escnt,  besides  which,  in  order  to  meet  the 
cnin$iular  and  Oriental  steamers  at  Point  de 
Gallc,  the  mail  from  MauritiuB  for  l  lngland  would 
have  to  leave  Fort  Louis  about  four  days  before 
the  arrival  of  the  nunl  htm  England,  which  would 
be  most  inoonvenimt  for  the  mercantQe  com- 
munity. 

"  The  following  figures  will  show  the  import* 
ance  of  the  trade  of  Hauritiue : 

Tom. 

Shipping  entered  inwards  in         -  312,802 

£. 

Value  of  imports-      -      -      -  243S,4I1 

Value  of  exports  -  -  -  -2.517.280 
Annual  cxpcuditure  of  tlie  irlaml  -  GO(i,CH)0 

"It  need  hardly  be  observed  that  a  lar^^e  pro- 
portion of  the  imports  consists  of  maimliu-tures 
and  maf-liinery  sent  fmm  Great  Britain,  and  that 
the  greater  portion  of  the  tiugar  crop  cornea  to 
this  country,  iStxv»  cootribiitiDg  largely  to  our 
national  trade. 

**  The  island  of  Mauritlns  is  a  most  important 
Colony,  having  ahvay>  lioen  self-supporting,  but 
is  now  undergoing  a  heavy  outlay  in  railroads, 
and  in  consequence  cannot  afford  for  the  present 
to  pay  more  for  the  postal  aervice  than  it  does, 
viz.,  36,UOO/.  a  year,  which  the  Peninsular  and 
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Oriental  Company  find  is  not  suffident  to  pgr 

the  expenses  of  the  service. 

"  ^  c  arc  aware  tliat  tiiere  is  a  Freuili  line 
between  ]\Iarseillcd  and  Mauritius,  but  we  k> 
spectfully  guhmit  that  the  postal  service  between 
tnia  country  and  Mauritius  far  too  iniportut 
to  be  left  in  the  hands  of  a  foreign  compuiy, 
which  at  any  moment  may  cease,  finding,  as  ue 
Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company  have  done, 
that  tlie  liue  docs  not  pay  without  a  large 
subsidy. 

"  The  Colonial  Government  is,  it  is  uudereUio^ 
still  willing  to  pay  the  sum  of  36,000/.  fcrtiw 

postal  y(u-\ice.  and  we  earnestly  request  that, 
until  the  Colony  can  afford  to  pay  more,  Her 
Majesty's  Government  will  make  up  the  diffe^ 
ence  rcqnired  liy  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental 
Company  to  continue  the  present  pobtol  service 
b^ween  Suez  and  Mauritius. 

**  We  have,  &c. 
(Agned)    "  Arbuthnot,  Latham,  |*  Co, 
"  Uialmer»,  Guthrie,  Co. 
"  Orimtal  Bank  Corporatimi, 
Charie*  J.  F.  Stuart, 

Chief  Maai^cr. 

Samuel  Baker  ^  Co. 
*'  Cqrlon  Company,  Limited, 

C.  J.  Brmnm,  ILmfga. 

"Mauritius    Land    Credit  nd 
Ag«noy  Coinpany,  Limited. 

General  Mtmagcr. 

*'  Lriahynnn  Brothers  ^'  COm 

"  John  /Jill/)  ft  sS"  Suiu. 

"  Robert  iiJi-u  ,\-  >S'i)7it. 

«  C.  ^  C.  J.  Coles. 

"  HeneheU,  Du  BuiMtoHy  ^-  Co. 

"  Wihon,  Swall,  Co, 

"  F.  Green  ^  Co. 

**  Jtmn  Bai«9$  |r  Co, 

-  F,  M.  Maekay  ^  Co. 

**  John  Allan  |r  Son*. 

"  The  Credit  Foncier  of  Maurititts, 
Limited. 

Seoretwy. 

"  The  Merchant  SiippingConpuj, 

Limited. 

Gee  Hay  Donaldson, 
Chair"""-" 


8BLB0T  couamB  om  SAW  jKDiA  oomccmcATioirs.. 


Sir  Charles  Xioholsow,  1 

ISS5.  Mr.  MaTshr\^  You  were  Speaker  of  the 
UgiditiTe  Council  in  Sjdaej,  fbr  som«  time, 

were  you  not  ? — Yes,  I  was. 

3226.  And  also  in  Queensland  ? — ^Ycb. 

3227.  From  your  corrcsjHiti(Ionce,  do  you  know 
vfaeder  the  mails  go  regularly  to  Sydney  or  notf 
^There  are  greai  complaints  as  to  the  ddirery 
of  the  mails,  owing  to  tlicir  hciiig  over  time. 

3228.  They  come  back  in  good  time,  do  they 

3229.  From  Sydnev  to  England  they  are  very 
ttldnm  far  behind  their  time,  I  believe? — Very 
leliom. 

3S3Q.  Hato  70U  ever  been  like  paaaage? — 

hiTe,  two  or  Aree  timen. 

3231.  You  know,  therefore,  what  the  course  of 
itili  u  it  the  strength  of  Uic  south-eaat  trade 
itak  fht  deUiTB  lihe  retam  parage  down  to 
Sydnev? — T  rallicr  think  it  is. 

3232.  "With  regard  to  the  telegraph,  you  are 
itrare,  are  you  not,  that  there  are  telegraph 
line'  all  orer  2few  South  Walea  and  VlctonA 
There  arc. 

3233.  As  far  as  Adelaide,  Victoria,  and  Xew 
SoBth  Wales  lines  are  eoneeraed,  do  they  pay  ? — 
Itie  Here  that  they  have  had  Tery  good  encceae 
:  1  r  1,  uid  they  are  TOiy  remunenitiTe  to  the 

GDveriiuenL 

3134.  hi^  they  well  uanued? — apprehend 
tbt  tli(  V  are  as  well  managed  aetiieyoan  be  in  n 

new  country. 

You  never  heard  tfiat  they  were  badly 
BiMgcd? — I  think  not. 

3236.  How  far  north  have  they  got  them  in 
Queens'Iancl  ? — To  Boolchampton,  whidi  ie  in 
htitode  23|*. 

8!37.  How  fiur  is  it  from  there  to  the  Onlf  of 

Carpentaria? — To  the  head  of  tlic  Gulf  of  Car- 
pentaria would  be,  I  should  tliiiik,  about  700  or 
8(1(1  miles. 

3238.  From  thence,  of  roiir^e,  the  cable  could 
be  carried  on  through  Java,  and  un  to  Singa- 
pore ?— I  assume  that  such  eonld  he  omie. 

1239.  That  would  be  a  very  great  conveni- 
CBOik  would  it  not,  to  you,  and  to  everybody  i)os- 
Wttng  projperty  in  Aui«tralia  ? — I  should  he  very 
f!ad  to  «ce  it  from  various  public  reasons,  as  weU. 
>e,  perhaps,  some  private  ones.  I  may  state  titat 
itluif  b.  e  n  a  t<uhject  of  great  anxiety  with  all  the 
Colonial  Lcgitilatures  to  establish  thiii  internal 
td^gnphie  cMnmuniealion,  and  there  luivc  been 
wious  reports  by  committees  of  the  different  Lc- 
pUturcs,  and  resolutions,  and  Acts,  I  believe, 
nave  been  passed,  offering  to  guarantee  a  very 
Hbcral  dividend  to  the  undertMcers  of  any  tele* 
paphic  eoimnualealkii  l3»t  m^ht  be  established 
Uueen  Aottnlui  and  the  JBnliali  posseaaiona  in 
tlie  ejust 

3240.  Chairman?^  To  what  extent  have  the 

varijus  Colonial  Govemmenta  been  prepared  to 
parantee? — 1  think,  if  I  may  speak  without 
^Wlute  eertunty,  but  to  the  bMt  a  my  impres- 
^D>,  a  proposition  was  made  to  guarantee  a  sum 
••pnl  to  35,000/.  a  year,  in  order  to  secure 
i  dIviJcnd,  hjmhi  any  enterprise  that  might  be 
^liahed  with  the  view  ot  effecting  a  telegram 
pue  oooummieaiion. 

3241.  Are  the  whole  of  the  Australian  Colo- 
re? unanimous  in  that  desire  ? — I  think,  substan- 
^*Ily,  it  was  the  result  of  a  negotiation  which 

carried  on,  that  the  Coloniea  were  williiur  to 
0.43.  * 


Sir  C 

irt,  caUed  in ;  and  Exambed.  likhol^ot 

Bart. 

pledge  themselves  to  an  annual  suh.-'idy,  or  to  a   

guarantee,  but  that  it  wa.s  only  to  arise  in  the  *5  May 
event  of  the  profits  not  realising  that  amount.  '866, 

824S.  What  was  the  pcr-centage  of  dividend  ? 
— It  waa  to  be  .5  per  cent.,  if  I  mistake  not. 

3243.  But  the  subsidy  was  to  20  no  further 
dum  -Ae  fifnanintee?—^  further tnan  that;  and, 
if  there  was  a  profit  realised,  the  guarantee  of 
the  (iovernment  would  not  he  made  available. 

3244.  Were  any  stJitemcnts  and  estimates  laid 
before  the  Colonial  Legislature  with  regard  to 
cost  \ — Yes,  very  minuto  and  elaborate  statements 
were  made. 

3245.  And  it  was  upon  those  statements  and 
estimates  Uiat  the  Colonial  Government  were  pre- 
pared to  guarnntce  5  per  cent,  dividend  on  tiw 
money  invested  ? — It  was  so. 

3246.  And  were  the  Tarioos  CSolooial  Govern- 
mcnts  unanimous  ? — I  believe,  snhsTantinlly  and 
practically,  they  were.  There  were  some  tritiing 
matters  of  detml  upon  which  there  were  drffer- 
epflefc 

3247.  The  Committee  may  gather  that  there 
is  a  general  imnression  throumout  die  Austnb* 
lian  Colonies  that  telegraphic  oommuni  cation 
would  be  of  very  great  uvantawe  in  developing 
Ae  commwce  of  Austnlia?<— There  i^  nndonb^ 
edly. 

3248.  Mr.  J?roojU.]  Have  all  the  Coloniee 
joined  in  the  guarantee,  or  h.as  there  been  any 
exception? — My  impression  is,  that  they  were 
all  praetically  willing  to  combine  siibstantiallv ; 
there  were  acme  smdl  matters  of  detail  as  to  the 
respective  quotas  which  each  Government  was 
to  lurnl.sh  on  which  they  were  not  all  agreed. 

3249.  Did  South  Australia  join  the  euarautee  ? 
— T  think  so.  I  am  not  quite  certain  abont  SouA 
Australia,  but  I  know  that  the  other  Colonies, 
Victoria,  New  South  TVales,  and  Queendond, 
were,  in  fact,  united.  ' 

3'2.';n.  Do  the  present  telegraphs  extend  to 
Van  ])icmen'.H  Land? — No,  tliey  have  failed,  I 
believe ;  there  is  no  telegraphic  communication 
to  Van  Diemen's  Land.  They  endeavoured  to 
lay  down  a  cable  across  Bass's  Straits,  but  it  was 
unpuccessful.  It  at  present  extends  from  Ade- 
laide along  the  whole  south-eastern  coast  to 
RocUiampton,  fai  latitude  23)  sontii. 

3251.  With  regard  to  steam  communication, 
you  apeak  of  the  homeward  passages  a^  being 
very  regular? — Yes,  I  tiunk  upon  the  wholes 
they  are  as  regular  as  one  can  reasonably  ex- 
pect them  to  he.  Those  who  have  been  the 
voyages  and  who  know  the  difficulties,  are  dis- 
posea  to  make  very  considerable  allowance,  and 
to  {^ve  a  certain  margin  of  time. 

.32.52.  Admiral  .SVymow.]  If  I  understand  you 
rightly,  you  say  that  there  has  been  a  line  of 
cable  attempted  to  be  laid  dovn  across  Bass's 
Stnnits  ? — Yes. 

3253.  Do  you  know  the  reason  of  the  failure 
of  that  lino  ? — I  suppose  Aere  are  difficulties  in 
the  lea ;  there  is  a  ver^  strong  current  which 
exists  through  those  straits  and  the  rough  bottom, 
and  probably  there  was  some  deficiency  in  the 
necessary  amount  of  engineering  akilL  I  am 
not  prepared  to  say  how  ttiat  was,  but  it  failed.'* 

3254.  At  all  ovciif.-^  it  was  a  failure,  fn  in  (lie 
difficulties  of  the  iwsition  and  not  from  the  dilH- 
enlties  of  raisinj;  money  ? — No,  I  should  any  not. 

32.55.  Mr.  Mar^^^  Von  haTe  been  the  voy- 
z4  age, 
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ijir  C.  age,  have  you  not,  to  Australia  and  back  ? — Yes, 
NieheUon,  by  steam  both  wayd. 

Bart.  3256.  And  von  tl^iiik  that  ovrrvtliing  ]g  done 

to  keep  time  that  can  be  done  wuii  the  existing 

iSBsf  "  ' — ^  *  "  "*y  opinion,  but  I  dare  «ay 
that  a  nieat  many  paraona  differ  iVani  me.  I  am 
diaposra  to  make  great  alloirance  for  the  inevita- 
ble difficulties  ;  but  I  know  tliat  there  ia  great 
diaaatisfiuition  on  the  part  of  many  persona. 

3257.  The  officers,  you  will  agree  widi  me,  are 
exceedingly  good?-^Ye^  in  nu»t  as  good  aa 


officers  can  be.  I  think  the  organiaatiou  of  the 
service  is  really  very  surprising,  I  Inve  travelled 
by  lli<!  I'^rcnch  vessels  and  various  steamers,  and 
1  think  tliat,  ou  the  whole,  we  have  reason  to  bo 
i)roud  of  the  service  aa  it  i»  perfi)rmed  by  the 
Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company.  I  ghoulj 
like  to  see  the  co«t  cheapened  if  it  could  poe«iUr 
be  done  ;  it  is  rather  tfjo  high ;  it  ia  a  luxur)r,«id 
it  ia  only  people  who  have  meana  that  can 
iJiemadTei  oi  tiie  passage  by  steam. 


Fbakcis  Gisbok] 

#*.  GisLome,      3258.  Chairman^  I  BELIEVE  you  have  given 
^»      considerable  attention  to  the  aubjeot  of  eetaDlish- 
ing  telegraphio  communication  between  India, 
S'lnfraj'Ore,  China,  and  Australia? — Yes,  T  have. 
1  may  state  that  I  obtained  powers  from  the 
Torkiah  and  Egyptian  Governments  in  the  year 
1856  to  lay  down  the  Red  Sea  nnd  India  cable. 
Three  ^ears  later,  in  I8,5y,  1  made  an  arrange- 
flgnnt  mtli  the  Dutch  Government  under  which 
tlie  cable  was  laid  between  Singapore  and  Bata- 
via.    I  went  to  Australia  in  1859  ;  and  in  that 
year,  and  in  1860,  I  carried  on  negotiations  with 
the  various  Auatiidian  governmeutej  under  a  let- 
ter    introduction  from  Ae  Secretary  erf*  State 
for  the  Colonies,  with  a  view  to  tliclr  rriviu^g.ub- 
eidies  for  the  line  from  the  then  exi.stint^  termi- 
AUS  of  the  AustraliaB  systoni  at  Brisbane,  in 
Queensland,  to  the  ca^t  point  i)f  Java,  where  the 
Dutch  liucs  leruiinated.    I  may  state  that  the 
Leginlature  of  New  South  Wales,  which  was  the 
first  applied  to»  passed  a  resolution  empower- 
ing the  Government  to  give  a  stmt  not  ex- 
ceeding 9,626/.  per  annum  for  21   years  to  a 
company  that  should  establish  the  lines  that  I  have 
dcetehedont.  The  Legislature  of '\^etoria  passed 
a  similar  resolution,  empowering  their  Govern- 
ment to  give  a  subisidy  of  13,000/.  a-yeor  for  21 
years  to  the  same  company;  and  the  Governments 
of  all  the  other  Colonies,  excepting  South  Austra- 
lia, wrote  letters  promising  to  make  up  the  contri- 
butions of  IS'ew  South  Wales  and  Victoria  to 
35>000  /.  oryear,  being  5  per  cent  upon  the  esti- 
mated cost  of  ^e  line.   The  reason  that  South 
Australia  refused  was  not  from  any  lukewarmness 
in  the  project  (for  I  believe  it  was  one  of  the 
Colonies  that  was  moi;t  anxious  for  if),  but  becanse 
they  wanted  to  establish  a  land  tfdefrrajih  from 
the  head  of  S^iencer  Gulf,  in  South  Australia,  to 
Van  Dieuien's  Gulf,  on  the  northern  coast  of 
Australia.    Their  anxiety  for  establishing  that 
land  telegraph  was  in  order  to  prepare  the 
country  for  pastoral  (K?cupation,  but  at  llirit  lime 
the  prospect  of  such  a  land  telegraph  being  esta- 
blished oeing  very  remote,  I  renised,  on  the 
part  i>f  the  company,  to  fix  the  trrniinns  of  the 
sea  line  at  \:\x\  Diemen's  jGulf,  and  said  it  should 
be  at  Brisbane. 

3259.  To  wliat  company  do  you  allude  ? — 
They  were  merely  a  set  of  promoters,  who  gave 
me  a  letter,  saying  that  they  would  undertake 
to  find  the  capital  upon  such  and  such  terms 
being  granted.  In  I860  I  returned  to  Engi- 
Lmd  ;  and  T  found  that  the  Red  Sea  line  had 
iaileil,  and  the  whole  question  of  submarine  tele- 
graphy was  thrown  into  the  utmost  ooafusion  and 
Tmd  odour,  so  that  wc  could  make  no  use  of  the 

gowera  that  had  Ijceu  granted  to  the  Australian 
toverumeuts  by  their  se^  eral  Lcgislaturcf^.  At 
that  time,  although  the  Singapore  and  Batavia 


s,  Esq.,  Examined: 

cable  had  been  laid,  there  was  no  line  between 
Banjjoon  and  iiingapore.  Although  the  commu- 
nication between  Bombay,  Calcutta,  and  B«n- 

goon  has  been  completefi  ever  since  1^57,  tke 
extension  from  Rangoon  has  never  been  at  all 
carried  out,  excepting  to  Moulmein,  whidi » 
practically  the  same,  distance;  from  Singapore, 

3260.  Are  the  (.Committee  to  understand  that 
the  communication  h&A  not  been  completed  be- 
tween Moulmein  or  Rangoon  and  Singapore  a( 
the  present  time? — The  Indian  tel^raph  sjs- 
teni  does  not  extend  beyond  Baqgooii  ana  Hoot 
mein  at  the  present  moment. 

3861.  What  steps  have  been  taken  for  eM^ 
blishing  a  eonjmunuation  between  Rangoon  anl 
Singapore  ? — la  December  1860  the  Alalia  and 
Alexandria  cable  was  shipped  to  be  laid  behrem 
Rangoon  and  Singapore,  out  an  accident  to  one 
of  the  cable  ships  ou  her  voyage  out  caused  the 
loss  of  the  favourable  season  tor  hiyin-',  and  com- 
pelled a  change  in  the  destination  oF  the  cable 
which  was  then  laid  between  Malta  and  Alexan- 
dria.  The  original  destination  of  the  cable  was 
for  Falmouth  and  Gibraltar.  Since  then  I  hsTS 
been  in  oonstant  oommnnieatioa  wilJi  the  In& 
Office  and  the  Treasury  upon  the  subject  la 
1858,  my  late  brother,  Lionel  Gi«bome,  who 
planned  out  the  telegraphs  in  qiicstioD,  hid 
already  communicated  with  the  India  Office. 
The  answer  which  Sir  Charles  Wood  has  in- 
variably given  Hince  1862  has  been  tbis; 
that  he  would  not  charge  the  revenaes  of  India 
in  re.<=pect  of  any  line  between  Rangoon  and  Sn* 
gniiore,  i=o  long  as  tliat  line  was  merely  to  be  a 
local  line  between  India  and  Singapore  *,  but  that 
if  we  applied  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
to  a6*?ist  us  for  an  extension  of  the  lines  froia 
Singn])orc  to  China  in  ono  direction,  and  to 
Au^rr  ilia  in  the  other,  he  would  then  undertake 
that  the  Indian  Government  should  either  make 
a  line  between  Rangoon  and  Singapore  then- 
selves,  or  assist  n  company  to  make  it.  In  fa  t, 
he  seems  to  have  been  afraid  that  the  line  betweea 
Bangoon  and  Singapore  would  not  pay  per  le, 
and  would  therefore  beeouie  a  charge  upon  the 
revenues  of  India;  but  that  if  he  got  oo^itiTC 
security  on  the  part  of  the  T^a«ury  that  the  Unes 
beyomt  Singapore  would  be  made,  then  he  tlumght 
that  any  guavuutee  or  subsidy  would  bo  uominal, 
and  he  would  be  willing  to  anst  the  line  between 
Bangoon  and  Singapore ;  I  suppose  that  that  vm 
his  reason,  but  he  never  stated  so. 

3262.  Did  von  nt  t  ii]>on  the  fuggestlun  of  Sir 
Charles  Wood,  and  make  an  application  to  tbe 
Treasunr? — Tes;  we  made  several  applications 
to  the  Treasury,  and  we  were  invariably  refused. 
The  fact  is,  that  the  Treasury  and  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  having  lost  about  36,000/.  a-year 
for  $0  years  npon  the  Bed  Sea  line>  onHislf 
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to  be  paid  hj  each  for  thst  term,  there  hag  ever 
net  been  a  very  strong  ftelmg  ogunit  mb- 
wiine  td^ir^Si  That  was  an  absolnte  guaiv 
tntoe  to  be  paid  whether  the  line  worked  or 

not;  and  altliouph  ever  ^inoe  the  failure  of  that 
Hat  I  never  asked  for  anythiiu;  like  an  absolute 
fovMitee;  but  tor  a  mbii^  etrietly  concB- 
ti  nal  upon  the  working  of  the  cables,  yet  T 
^tui(i  nut  make  them  distinctly  appi^oiate  that. 
At  any  rate,  in  the  result  they  have  iiiTenably 
refused  to  a?e5st  the  litipf  1)ov<»iicl  Singapore,  and 
that  refusal  was  contained  both  in  letters  from 
the  Treasury  to  myself,  md  in  their  letters  to 
Sir  Charles  Wood.  On  receiving  the  intimation 
tm  the  Tireacrury  that  they  mrald  not  Mast 
lines  beyond  Singapore,  Sir  Charles  Wood 
▼rote  to  us  to  say  that  he  would  not  assist  the 
Ene  between  Rangoon  and  Singapore;  the 
first  letters  were  liefore  the  existing  telegragh 
to  India  was  coaipleted.  Since  tliat  telegraph 
ma  eonplcted,  we  thought  we  should  have  » 
food  Opportunity  of  renewing  the  negotiations, 
Snt  we  hBTe  had  the  same  answer  both  from  the 
IVeasniy  and  from  the  India  Office. 

tun.  So  that  at  present  the  negotiations  stand 
Ihtt;  that  the  Tnaemj  and  the  India  Board  We 
Ml  declined  to  mnko  any  advances,  either  in 
tlie  shape  of  money  or  guarantee  for  establishing 
tfl«graph  communication  b^^d  Singapore 

Ytr.  they  have  refusetl. 

3264.  1;^  it  your  opinion  that  the  establishment 
«f  telegraph  line^  a.«  cottte^lvted  by  you,  or  the 
vniMMers  with  whom  yon  are  assoeiated,  would 
Be  •  neat  adTanti^  in  a  mereanttle  point  of 
view,  notli  tu  Singapore,  to  China,  and  in  .Tapau? 
—The  best  answer  to  that  is,  for  me  to  put  in  an 
slMtiwt  of  t^e  trade  and  shipping  whica  will  be 
tccommfxlntod  liy  the  proposed  lim  s  between 
fiangoon,  Singa{K>re,  China  and  Australia ;  I  have 
prepared  this  abstract  from  official  returns,  and  I 
MUeTe  it  is  perfectly  correct.  I  have  only  in- 
dnded  m  it  the  trade  and  shipping  which  really 
will  make  use  of  the  telegraph  (handing  in  the 
umey  It  is  evident  that  Singaporoj  China,  and 
Amtailia  will  be  under  a  enkms  diaadTaatage 
V I  nni|  )nred  to  India,  if  the  telegraph  is  not  ez- 
tended  to  those  countries. 

1165.  Mr.  Stansfeld.']  Are  the  Committee  to 
nnderftand  that  the  eoTTimnnieationf;  from  the 
Treasury  and  the  India  Office  to  which  you  have 
referred,  have  already  been  made  public  ? — Yes, 
tbe^  have  all  been  published  in  the  Blue  Books  re- 
htn^  to  Telegraphic  Conunnnieatien  between 
In  lla,  Singapore,  China,  and  An-tralia.  and  there 
urefour  of  them.  The  first  Blue  Book  was  printed 
snifae  5th  of  Jnly  1860;  that  was  the  third  r»* 
port  of  the  Paekct  and  Telegraph  Committee ; 
the  second  on  the  8th  of  February  1864;  the 
third  on  the  13th  of  June  18(54  ;  and  iJie  4th 
oa  the  7th  of  April  1866.  It  will  be  seen,  that 
»  long  ago  as  1868,  die  then  Indian  Go. 
verninent  made  certain  conditional  |vromi.ses 
tu  carry  out  the  Kangoon  and  Singapore  liue> 
nbich  promises  have  never  yet  been  fulfilM. 
Hi*  y  were  conditional,  upon  the  extensions  hevond 
^iii^rajxire  being  alt*o  carried  out,  which  cxten* 
jions  were  not  carried  out.  But  I  may  State, 
that  if  we  had  had  greater  security  as  regards 
tile  Rangoon  and  Singapore  line,  the  extension 
t"  Au;^t  ralia .  at  auv  rale,  would  have  been  carried 

out.  But  whenever  the  Dutch  Government  ap- 
ffisd  to  gir  Charles  Wood  to  ask  him  his  inten- 

^fm?  vnth  regard  to  the  Rangoon  and  Singapore 
Ijoe,  his  answer  to  them  was,  that  no  decision  had 


been  come  to ;  and  in  that  respect  his  answer  to  f.  Gitbomt, 


them  did  not  oonpletdiy  coneepond  with  his 
answer  to  me ;  his  answer  to  me  being,  that  the 
Kangoon  and  Singapore  line  would  undoubtedly 
be  Bccured  if  the  extensions  beyond  Singa()ore 
were  secured,  whikt  his  answer  to  the  l)utcU 
Govemmeat  was  simplv  dhat  no  dedakm  bad 
been  coma  to  wtdi  regatd  toBangoon  and  Singi^ 
pore. 

.326(3.  Chairman.']  Could  any  decision  be  eone 
to  ? — No  dceinion  was  ever  come  to,  or  at  least 
carried  out,  about  the  Rangoon  and  Singapore 
telegraph  by  Government.  Thi.s  placed  me 
in  a  great  dimoultj  in  my  negoUationB  with  tibe 
Dtttw  (zovenunent,  because  they  dion|^t  Hm 
wanting  link  waa  in  a  state  of  Ihie  gieateet  un- 
certainty. 

8267.  Are  the  papers  which  you  bare  banded 

in  with  reference  to  the  trade  and  commerce  as 
between  Kngland  and  China,  or  witli  other 
]daoes? — They  relate  to  the  commerce  and  ship- 
ping of  the  Straits  settlements,  including  Singa- 
pore, Penang,  Rangoon,  Moulmein,  also  of 
China,  Java,  and  Australia,  with  the  whole  world. 

3268.  Are  you  prepared  to  state  in  brief  the 
annual  Tahie  of  the  trade  between  India  and 
China,  an  l  T']r::^land  and  China,  at  the  jtre.-^ent 
time '! — between  India  and  China,  the  last  re- 
turns that  I  have  been  able  to  get  are  for  IMS, 
and  tlie  amount  is  14,863,297  /. 

32GU.  'Ihat  in  for  the  trade  out  and  home  bo* 
tween  India  and  China? — Yes.  The  whole  ot 
the  trade  exports  and  imports  between  India  and 
China,  and  between  Enghuid  and  China,  for  the 
year  1864,  is  to  the  amount  of  20,662,332  /. 

3270.  Do  those  returns  include  bullion  ? — Yes, 
they  include  bullion. 

3271.  Can  you  state  what  proportion  of  that 
amount  which  yuu  have  stated  is  bullion,  and 
what  merchandise  ? — The  total  treasure  imported 
into  China  from  the  United  Kingdom,  India,  and 
other  countries  in  1864  was  11,628,339  /. 

3272.  Can  you  state  how  mueh  bullion  in  from 
India,  and  how  much  is  from  EnglaiKl  ? — From 
England  to  Hong  Kong  it  is  S,2$7,075  L  The 
ex{>orta  of  treasure  from  India  to  China  in  1862 
were  15,368  /. 

3273.  Can  you  inform  theCoounittee  what  was 
the  export  of  bullion  from  China  tn  India  ? — From 
China  to  India  in  1862  it  was  9U5,«6li  /.  There 
wa.'*  4,324,865/.  of  treasure  imported  in  1864  into 
Hankow,  but  it  does  not  appear  whence  it  came. 

3274.  Have  you  any  fac^  to  bring  before  the 

Coiniuittee  whieli  would  tend  to  estahli.ih  your 
Opinion  that  the  completion  of  telegraphic  com- 
munications with  China  would  lead  to  a  great 
extension  of  eommcrcc  with  that  country  ? — There 
has  been  a  great  deal  of  commcrciai  evidence 
upon  those  points,  with  regard  to  the  trade  be- 
tween £ngland  and  India,  and  of  course  all  that 
evidence  is  applicable  with  still  greater  force  to 

tlu  '  iititries  more  distant ;  such  as  Singa]»ire, 
China,  and  Australia,  for  the  simple  reason  that  the 
more  distant  are  the  termini  which  are  connected 
by  telegray)h.  the  greater  is  the  difference  between 
the  course  of  tclegrapii  and  the  course  of  post, 
and  the  greater  tnerefore  the  necessity  and  ad- 
vantage oi  using  the  telegraph. 

3275.  Have  you  any  mformation  to  give  the 
C'ouunittee  with  regard  to  the  trade  and  com- 
merce .of  Japan  with  India  and  £ugUind  j'—Tlie 
trade  of  the  13  open  ports  in  China  with  Japan, 
in  1864,  was  1,742,870/. 

3S76.  Have  you  any  information  with  regard 

to 
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P.  Okitnit,  to  1^  AmqI  tnide  Iwtirm  J«|Htt  and  Engiaiul  ? 

Hiq,       — Tn  1864  the  tradr  lirt'.Tccn  t!io  United  King- 

  dom  and  Japui  in  imports  aud  exports  WM 

«5  Maj  2,090,811  L 
looo.  3277.  To  what  ports  in  Cliina  dn  ymi  propose 
to  carry  the  telegraphic  communication  from 
Singapore? — From  Singapore  the  line  is  pro- 
poMd  to  run  along  ^  oOMfc  in  a  depth  of  mitt 
40  to  50  fiithoon,  tridi  intennediate  stations  at 
Saigon,  t!if  I  I  I  nch  eettlement,  the  Irihind  of 
Hainan,  H-mnr  Konar,  Amoy,  Foo-Choo-Foo, 
Sianchai,  and  on,  w  Tien-Tsing,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Peilm,  with  a  land  line  thence 
to  Pekin,  tmd  with  u  brimcii  from  Shanghai 
to  ITuigasaki,  in  Japan.  I  wish  particularly  to 
iaaprcM  the  Conunittee  with  this,  that  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  lines  that  I  have  sketched  out,  from 
Rangoon  to  SinfTa|X)rc,  China,  an<l  Australia,  (W\ 
be  laid  in  shallow  water,  and  where  the  cable 
win  alwwB  be  easily  nuaed  for  repairs. 

3278.  What  if<  the  frreate.st  diMtant-e,  frnm  point 
to  point,  that  tlie  cable  would  be  submerged  ;  say 
from  Singapore  to  Shanghai  ? — From  Singapore 
to  Snigon  is  (54  3  mllci; ;  from  Saigon  to  Hainan 
is  620  mile.-' ;  from  HaiDau  to  Hong  Kong  is  360, 
and  thoy  each  are  moderate  distances. 

327d.  Ha&  the  whole  that  line  been  sorreyed 
with  a  view  to  laying  the  telcMrraph? — ^Betw«en 
Banffoon  and  .Sin>i;npore.  and  irora  Singapore  to 
near  Pekin,  and  to  Nangasaki,  the  whole  of  the 
line  has  been  so  well  surveyed  that  one  would 
hardly  require  additional  souudincrs  t.n  he  taken, 
except  such  soundings  a«  could  be  made  by  the 
cable  ship  ilielf. 

32B0.  What  is  the  character  of  the  bottom 
thronghont  Ifart  vast  line  ? — The  character  of  the 
bott4)m  is  extremely  favourable  everywhere,  ex- 
cepting betwera  Pflnang  and  Singapore.  There 
is  a  di^nee  of  S7S  nine  between  Fenaag  and 
Singapore,  wlwre  4»  defth.  doea  not  eaamed  ftS 
fatitonis. 

32B1.  Wiiat  is  the  bottom?— The  bottom  ia 
sand  and  rood,  and  so  far  it  ia  quite  fiivourable ; 
but  ships  anchor  there  in  the  ertrtuts  in  great 
numbers,  and  the  cable  would  have  to  be  a  very 
heavy  cable,  and  laid  as  nmoh  as  possible  in 
places  where  «hips  wntild  be  least  likely  to  anchor; 
out  I  con^i  ^  I  til  a*  il;  t  vould  be  the  moat 
dangerous  portion  ol  the  wiiuie  telegn^hio  system 
which  I  hare  deserfbed. 

32^2.  Hare  yon  proposed  anv  nctjotiatioTi 
witli  the  French  (jrovenimcnt  with  regard  to  the 
telegraphic  cable  ftt  Sugon  ? — -Yes ;  we  wrote  to 
the  French  flnten—iiiUj.  aad  I  have  a  letter 
wbicb,  wi^  die  permiarioB  ef  Ac  Gomnrittee,  I 

will  pu!  in  evidence  from  tlie  French  amhuHsador, 
Stating  that  the  French  Government  would  give 
Ha  penmseion  to  hnd  eur  ««Ue  at  Sa%<»i,  tiM»8^ 
pneeirt  it  wouM  aot  give  us  fiiwunl  wtm^ 
ance. 

3283.  Admiral  Seymour.]  What  would  be  the 
objection  to  having  the  wire  from  Moulmein  to 
Singapore  on  shore,  along  the  edge  of  the  shore  P 
- — 'riie  Brititili  territory  finishes  about  the  l*)th 
degree  of  latitude,  and  I  understand  tliAt  a  great 
deal  of  that  eoun^^  is  uninhabited,  and  it  wo«ld 
be  very  difficult  to  overlonk  (hut  part  of  the  line; 
for  the  remainder  of  the  diistauce,  the  country  is 
in  the  hand.s  of  various  native  prinoes. 

3284.  Ail  alo[i<r  the  stniitrf  is  it  not  ae  easy  to 
lay  the  line  as  it  pt)H*ibly  eaa  be? — Ves;  a  sub- 
BMoiine  line  cMliy  of  eouri^e,  about  three  or  four 
times  aa  much  as  a  land  line,  but  the  advantt^ea 
of  a  snbowtim  line  we  tiiMe,  thai  you  maia» 


tain  your  control  ever  aU  yetar  «eilliMine«iioB, 
whereas  in  the  ca.?p  nf  a  land  line  oarrie  !  titktx 
thiottgh  nninhabited  oouncrieti  >r  tiui>i;gh  ooi]a> 
Iriea  iriiioh  an  in  AepcMeanou  i  iherpowcss 

you  ccmid  not  seenre  the  maintAiniuj;  of  your 
control  over  it ;  anil  it  is  a  question  ui  whetber 
it  \i  worth  while  going  to  three  or  four  timsitlia 
ezj^ense  for  the  advantage  of  being  certain  of 
mamtMuing  your  control  over  your  comBtDnea* 
tion  ;  it  is  simj)ly  a  mi;  -lion  of  tliat. 

3286.  ChairmaH.\  Will  you  hand  in  to  tlis 
Committee  the  French  AmMsaedor's  letter?-^! 
have  here  various  documents,  amonp't't  which  are 
tiie  French  Ambassador's  letter,  and  also  lite 
answer  pven  by  Sir  Charles  Wood  to  a  depvte* 
tion  which  waited  apon  him  in  1^63. 

SS86.  Has  that  answer  of  Sir  Charles  Wood 
been  published  in  the  liUie  h(Kikn?~No,  thntiga 
vorbai  matter.  Then  there  is  the  answer  of  ik 
Gharlea  WiMid  te  Baron  Bentimik,  who  pet  dM 
question  to  him  on  behalf  of  the  Dutch  r!(>\  eni- 
lueiit.  The  third  iu  a  letter  from  tht:  Buard  oi' 
Directors  of  the  late  East  India  Cuuijmny,  dated 
July  14,  1858,  about  the  liftn£j(K>n  and  Sins;3pore 
line,  Hhowing  the  origin  of  the  matter  ;  and  the 
fourth  is  a  letter  from  the  Foreign  Office,  dated 
16th  April,  1&66»  stating  that  the  Chiaese  Go* 
vemment  had  reAwed  pemsMuon  to  make  tbi 
line  between  Kiakhta  and  Pekin.  Tlitrc  Is 
another  document  which  I  have  prepared,  at]d 
which  has  been  oonreeted  by  Sir  Ilemy  KawHu- 
Bon,  (-liowinjj  the  distances  through  Turkey  ami 
Pergia  uf  the  cxi^tii^  telegraphs  between  Ki^Und 
and  India ;  and  then  comes  the  French  AmliiHlr» 
dor's  letter,  to  which  I  have  referred. 

3287.  To  what  effect  is  that  lettor  from 
French  Ambasi^ador  ?--lt  j^ivee  jtermiesion  telmd 
the  oaUe  and  establish  a  station  at  iSaigoa. 

8188.  B«t  ^  French  Goverament  deefiae  M 
give  pecuniary  aid  for  the  present  ? — Yoh  :  fhey 
decUne  to  give  pecuniary  aid  for  the  urt  t^ent. 

3^89.  iMd  yon  apply  to  the  Colonial  Ollico  for 
any  aid  wiUi  reference  to  the  Island  of  Hong 
Kong  and  telegraphic  coBimunioation  witliCkioa? 
—  No. 

3290.  Bavc  ^ou  made  an^  ap^cation  to  ths 
Chinese  anthontiea  iW  aid  m  oom|^eting  that 

lino  of  telegraph  ? — Xo. 

3291.  liuthavc  you  received  a  communicati<m 
diat  the  British  Government  have  made  apphc*- 
tion  and  been  refuHed,  ^o  far  aa  laying  down  the 
liae  acrubii  a  eertiuu  jiortion  of  China  is  con- 
cerned ? — I  {relieve  that  the  Rtiwian  Govern- 
ment and  a  prinrta  oonp«]iy«p|^ed  fiar  petmiBaM 
to  esfeabBsh  a  line  between  lualdita  and  Pelui 
and  tliat  the  Chinese  Govenuncut  rt!fu^'ed  them 
both ;  1  believe  Mr.  lieuter  made  applicatiua. 
Tliat  line  could  oidy  be  a  political  fane,  onka 
extended  lo  Slian|xliul  aud  Honn;  Kong. 

Z'2U2.  it  uppeivrs  fn>m  tlio  paper  which  you 
have  put  in,  Vmk  the  Chinese  Government  have 
refust^  a  concession  permitting  the  establiidimeat 
of  telegraphic  communication  between  KiakhtS 
and  Pekin  r — Yes. 

3293.  With  ve&Xii  to  the  extensioa  of  the 
telegraphic  line  TnNB  Singapore  to  Aiistralis, 
have  you  made  any  soundings,  or  ean  ymi  <n\z 
the  Committee  any  information  with  regard  to 
the  difficulties  or  fiimlitiea  of  laying  down  a  wiret 
— From  Sinpcapore  to .Tava there  are  no  difllcultiei^ 
except  auch  as  arise  from  the  shallow  nature  rf 
the  sea.  The  sea  is  perfectly  well  sounded,  and 
the  maaumum  depth  ia  about  28-  itAam,  whieh 
ii  abeoft  ifaa  turn  imeHk  m  tlit  N«rtb  8«a;  uA 
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(f  erarse.  if  a  ahip  anchored  in  that  depth,  which 
it  mM  h,  tha  cable  migbt  be  broken  by  (he 

iscW. 

32W.  Are  the  Dutcli  Govurmnent  willing  to 
lid  jott  in  Mtebliahing  a  liofi  between  Singapore 
al  Jata  ?-^Siiice  the  laflioe  ef  the  ealble  which 
tE«v  Iai<l  uii  their  own  account  in  1859,  whieb 
hiled  »tter  working  for  about  a  year,  tbey  gave 
mtmlbdif  ef  8,500  L  a  year  ipr  90'  jeers,  for 
hriag  ^  new  cable  between  Sinfjnpore  and  iklr- 
^lit;  ikkt  subsidy  ha.-*  lecliuically  laj>aeil. 

Has  the  cable  been  laid  ? — No;  we  could 
■hno  we  o£  tbet  «ttb«^  in  aooeeqacncc  oi' 
Ihi  abMOQe  ef  the  link  betveen  Reneoon  and 
Siggtpore;  tli&t  has  been  the  door  to  the  wbole 
^ptem,  whieb  has  beon  keot  abut  by  the  retu«aL 
ei  part  of  the  Inok  Board  and  &e 
Treasury  to  aecure  that  lina 

32%.  Would  the  Dutch  Government  aiiil  be 
viUiDg  to  pay  the  propoited  6,5  (Hi  L  annually* if  yttu 
could  iaj  down  ^at  cable  ?— I  oooid  noli  flnever 
that  qiK»ti<jn  positively ;  I  know  that  the  Dutch 
Govennnent  in  Kuri>jic  havoauthorii^ed  tlu!  Dutch 
Gvmmaat  m  Java  to  nuike  a  land  line  from. 
Jim  nd  tkroufj^  Smntn  to  a  pleee  eeUed 
fvhlch  is  i^arly  op|iofiite  Singa]>orr ;  and 
it  iki  laud  line  were  miule,  it  would,  to  some 
eilat,  rafter^cde  the  necemity  tike  wofxised 
obottrine  line  between  Sintrapore  and  Batavia ; 
1  jty  to  some  extent,  becaui<«  it  would  be  alw»^& 
advutaeeous   to  h»ve  the       "    — --^-i  — 


SSn.  Then,  as  r^ards  the  oevnuBiiieaitioB  b^ 

tn€tn')iita\ia  ajid  AiistrLi.li;L ;  Lli;^  that  routcbcou 
wnejrcd  f — There  are  laud  telegraplw  through 
Jan,  and  as  regards  communication  from  tee 
'■•t--^  nnil  of  Java  to  Macaflaar  in  Celebetf,  there 
>r.  uut  tew  .->ouLuilingd ;  but  still  there  are  enough 
to  ^k)^v  tlie  general  depth  of  the  sea,  and  a  cable 
oould  probably  be  laid  in  about  100  fiithoma  water 
tD Celebes;  between  Maca«8ar  and  the  Forta~ 
pieae  settlfment  «f  Delli  in  Timor,  there  i«not  a 
ingle  loundizig  taken,  and  we  do  not,  of  couise* 
bnr  whefc  the  depth  ia. 

3298.  Wlitkt  distance  is  that?— The  distance 
i>430  nautitml  niile»  tVuiu  Celebeb  to  Delb,  and 
for  those  420  nules  there  is  not  a  »ngle  sounding 
t>ia.  Then  from  Timor  to  the  northern  coast 
oi  Aastraliay  say  to  Adam  Bay ;  in  fact,  the 
»iiole  way  to  the  head  of  the  Gulf  Car|)eiitari;i, 
litere  are  wiumIu^  taken;  bat  there  are  very 
ftv  between  Timor  swi  llie  neereet  pomt  of  Ae 
<^t  'A'  AiitftraHa  ;  still  a  oalilci  could  iirobably 
be  hid  in  a  maximnm  Utiplb  of  100  fathoms  for 
iat  distance^  and  alMig  the  coaal  ef  Auetralia,  you 
MiW  rlioo.^e  your  own  dci  ^  rfttv  nearly,  and 
£wn»  Port  Kssiugtou,  to  the  hcaii  ot  the  Guli'  of 
Carpentaria  the  depth  is  about  40  fathoms. 

What  i»  the  charaoter     the  const  aia^ 
fte  eartem  coast  of  AiistraSa  with  re^rard  totd»- 

eiic  cnminuiiication  ? — A  land  tcleirraph  ha.s 
popooed  tu  be  laid  along  the  eastern  coast  to 
Mat  at  tbe  haadef  the  G«lf  ef  Gerpentarie, 
"Khkh  the  Queensland  Gctvernraent  has  under- 
ti.ken;  ia  fact,  the  nli^terial^'  for  tbe  line  from 
Port  Deniaon,  wbere  tbe  Queensland  telcgraplM 
knnioate,  to  the  head  of  tb<^  Gulf  of  Carpentaria 
are  already  on  their  way  to  Auatralta,  and  it  is 
aader  coos  tract  ion. 

Then  whMk  the  submaiifie  cable  ia 
^Msht  to  the  Iieai  of  the  Gnlf  of  Cerpantaria 
f'Cr line  ceeaee? — \'v?,  the  aca  termini;?  of  oiir 
lUK  will  ceaae  at  tbe  bead  of  tbe  Gtilf  Carueur 
tMia,  awl  i£  dMiaiMaed  laad  line  firo»  dtt  Mid 
043. 
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of  the  Golf  ef  Carpentaria  to  Adam  Bay  is  matb  F.  fliAarM, 
by  tke  Government  of  South  Australia  before  Ba^ 
oux  line  is  hud,  the  aea  terminus  of  our  line  will 
be  at  Adam  Buy,  vUoh  »  *  wttdi  iMUter  fMiiil 

to  Timor. 

8301.  Do  yott  leem  tkaA  'Ae  AtuFttvlfaw 

Government  &m  willing  to  make  tbr  inli  riuil 
lines  to  comnmuieate  with  yoiu*  sea  line  in  the 
Gulf  of  Carpentark? — Yes,  tbe  mnteriabibr  * 
line  a.-5  far  a-f  tbe  besid  of  tbe  Gulf  of  Carpentaria, 
wbicli  is  our  propped  terminus,  are  already  on 
tlieir  way  to  Australia. 

3302.  That  will  be  laid  wbetbar  yttor  Imb  in 
ooeefilefed  ea  BetMTea,  tte  line  wiB  be  bid 
wlietbcr  our  line  ie  eompleted  er  niet»  Sat  looal 
purposes. 

WfXk  Can  you  give  the  Ceaamittee  any  infer* 

mation  witb  roj^aru  to  the  commercial  importance 
to  Aiistmlia  oi"  developing  tbis  telegraphic  com- 
mnnieation  ? — The  value  of  the  external  trade  of 
Australia  in  1864,  which  would  make  naaof  tbia 

tclejrraph  was  38,589,979  /. 

'.VMH.   I  hat  was  as  between  Australia  and  all 

the  world,  was  it  not?— That  was  aa  between 
Anatralia  and  all  ibe  worid,  except  the  South  Sm 

Islands.  Clilli.  and  tbe  Cap.    /t"  flu  1  Tl  j  i-. 

3305.  Does  that  amouat  mciude  bulliou? — 
Yes,  that  indndea  buUion. 

3306.  Can  you  pve  the  Committee  a  return 
distinguishing  the  amount  of  iHtilioa  irinu  uHur- 
dundise  ? — The  exports  of  geld  fnm  Aoitnlin 
in  1864,  were  2,656»&71  L 

S307.  Iff.  Mardu]  Ton  mean  otnaea.  nok 
]X)unds  ^terllug,  do  yon  not?— I  have  it  na  pounds 
BterliEng ;  it  is  the  amoont  of  the  imports  frmu  the 
whole  of  Aaatralia  into  Great  Brtldn  in  1864, 
aiKl  T  have  got  that  item  down  t^.fi ")G,f>71  /. 
In  previous  years,  the  exj^ort  uf  biuiion  ii-oui 
Australia,  was  rather  over  6,000,000 

3308.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  between  England 
and  Australia  the  present  lines  of  communication 
are  sufileient  for  the  full  devcl opine ut  and  exten- 
aion  which  you  pcepeae? — The  whole  of  the 
eommnnieation  between  Enffland  and  India  baa 

rmly  been  in  cxi!'tence  since  March  186.*)  ;  lliiil  ia 
to  say,  for  \ery  little  move  than  a  year,  and  out 
ot  tbe  tbrec  lines  which  exist  there  ia  only  one 
wbicb  is  in  actual  use,  namely,  the  one  through 
Constantinople,  and  so  on,  through  Asia  Minor  to 
the  head  ot  the  Persian  Gulf;  but  if  tbe  two 
otiier  Imea  were  facottgbt into «ae;  I  allude  tothe 
Ihe  ibronfiili  Roadut  and  Penia,  and  to  the  line 
through  Franco  and  Italy,  via  tbe  Malta  and 
Alexandria  cMible  to  KgyM,  and  tiiem^e  to 
Diarbekir  in  Asia  Minor;  1  aay,  if  those  two 
other  lines  were  brought  into  u.se,  and  esiK  cially 
if  additional  wires  were  added  to  them  which 
oould  be  done  at  n  vaej  aaell  eoe^  I  iMnk,  that 
speakii^  for  some  yeara  to  eome»  there  would  be 
a  snfficiontly  good  oonuntmication  between  En^^ 
land  and  India. 

3309.  Andsafficient  to  carry  the  increaiied  u&9 
tint  wenM  be  made  of  tiiein  by  reaaon  of  the  ex- 
tensions which  you  recommend  ?  —  Certainly  ; 
Ton  could  put  12  wires  to  each  of  those  three 
fines  if  necessary ;  and  there  is  no  doubt  that 
sneakiufi  of  the  mechanical  jiower  of  those  lines 
there  would  be  wires  enough  to  <mrry  many  times 
the  aawimt  of  messages  that  will  ever  come.  It  ia 
more  '  "  " 
Koadi 

Turkey  and  Pi  in  to  eesufdiei 
iatia^a  of  the  lines. 
83ia  Wm,  n  yonr  ofsma^  ia  the  maia 
A  ▲  S  hindramee 


) » politieal  oneatian  whether  a  aufiiciently 
I  iaterBetfoBal  arraMWiint  am  b»  made  wnk 
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F,  QiAorm^  luiidniioe  to  dit  MtmUtthmeiit  of  tlie  line  w}\lch 
Eiq.      yoa  propose,  and  beUere  to  be  so  beneficial  to 
—      Ae  commerce  of  this  country?— The  rimo  hin- 
85  May     drance  ever  fiince  LS.'iy,  when  I  went  out  to 
1866.      Australia,  has  been  the  absence  of  the  first  link, 
namely,  tbat  betire«i  Rangoon  and  Singapore — 
tlitit  lias  lioiMi  the  .-sttimlilin-j:  lilork  throughout  in 
all  my  negotiations  with  the  Dutch,  the  Austra- 
lian, and  the  French  Govemmcnt«,  and  in  my 
private  nefjoclations  with  people  in  the  city.  It 
wa^  of  uu  Uiie  making  the  extenBlous  as  long  as 
that  link  was  wanting,  and  as  long  as  any  great 
degree  of  uncertaintr  was  hanging  over  it. 

§311.  And,  tocording  to  your  opinion,  it  mnet 
1h>  dunged  upon  the  ("iovcrnnicnt  an<l  tlic  India 
Board  that  they  have  been  the  main  obstacles  to 
the  extension  of  those  lines  ? — There  is  no  doubt 
that  it  is  the  vacillation  of  the  India  Board  and 
the  Treasury  with  regard  to  the  Rangoon  and 
Singapore  line,  which  has  created  the  main  if  not 
the  only  diflSculty  with  reference  to  the  extent 
tions  beyond  Singapore. 

3312.  Has  either  llie  Indian  Covcrnment  or 
the  English  Qovemmeut  made  any  surveys  with 
Tefisrenee  to  the  practicability  of  any  of  those 
lines? — As  I  stated  tidnre,  with  the  exception  of 
the  sea  between  the  easl  cud  of  Java,  Celebes, 
Timor,  uid  the  nortliern  coast  of  AustnJie,  there 
are  puffieicnt  soumlingfi  fur  prcliminnry  purposes; 
and  last  yuar  we  applied  10  the  Admiralty  to 
have  those  soundings  taken  between  the  east  end 
of  Java,  Celebes,  Timor,  and  the  northern  coeat 
of  Austndw,  end  they  refbeed  to  tdce  them. 
They  estimated  the  cost  of  taking  tho^e  t;ound- 
ings  at  24,000  Lt  and  they  wanted  the  Company 
to  pay  it.  We  oaid  tha^  we  were  merely  ft  r^;ie- 
tcrcd  eompany,  registered  for  the  pnrpopes  of 
neg«K?iatitiu,  and  had  no  capital,  and  could  not  do 
it ;  besides  which  it  wae  %  WOrk  which  could  be 
better  done  by  the  Government,  and  which  had 
always  been  done  by  the  Government,  for  eom- 
paiiics  in  jtrevinns  instances— in  the  ease  of  the 
Atlantic  cable  for  instance,  and  in  the  case  of  the 
DardanelleB  end  Alexandra  line,  whieh  was  at  one 
time  proposed  and  |>artly  earricd  ont,  and  in  other 
instance^;  and  1  trust,  if  1  may  be  allowed  to  say 
80,  that  the  Committee  will  recommend  the  Admi- 
ralty to  take  tliosc  soundings  which  we  required 
of  ilium  last  year.  The  Dutch  Government 
promised  to  take  those  soundings,  Imt  tlie  jiro- 
nise  was  never  carried  out;  and  1  think  if  appli- 
cation were  made  by  the  British  Government  to 
tak(!  thoh^e  sounding-^  between  Java  and  Austra- 
lia at  the  joint  ex|>euse  of  the  two  Governments, 
Ae  Dutch  Government  would  agree  to  take 
them,  and  in  tliat  way  the  soundinge  wonld  be 
taken  at  much  Icps  expense. 

3318*  Do  you  know,  as  a  fact,  that  the  British 
Government  took  the  aonndinffs  for  the  Atlantic 
teletrrajih  cable? — Ye9,  I  beueve  00, certainly. 
The  I)ut<  li  Govermnent,  having  ships  on  the  spot, 
I  presume  that  those  soundings  could  be  taken  at  a 
lens  expense  than  if  Her  Majesty's  Goivemment 
commissioned  a  ship  for  that  express  puq)Ose. 

3314.  Are  the  Committee  to  understand  that 
you  do  not  express  any  confident  hope  that  tfaoie 
extensions  which  you  propose  to  Singapore, 
Batavia,  Japan,  and  Australia,  can  be  accom- 
plished, unless  you  have  direet  jieeuniary  aid 
m>m  the  British  and  other  Governments 't — i  am 
perfeetly  certain  that  nnleee  we  get  pecuniary 
aid  they  cannot.  The  fact  is,  that  although  tliusc 
lines  are  all  of  them  shallow  water  lines,  the  pub- 
Uo  do  not  diBtiagdali  between  deep  se«  lines  and 


shallow  water  lines  to  a  sufficient  extent.  The 
deep  sea  lines  have  invariably  failed  after  working 
for  a  year  or  two,  and  it  is  extremely  difficnlt  to 
l)oint  out  that  those  lines  nre  slialiow  water  Maesj 
people  do  not  appreciate  that  distinction. 

3815.  Is  it  your  hnpreseion  tiiat  a  eooipony 
could  he  formed  and  the  money  found  in  case  the 
Governaient  would  guarantee  a  moderate  rate  cf 
dividend  as  long  as  uie  line  b  working  ?s— I  have 
not  asked  for  a  guarantee  ;  I  always!  nave  asked 
for  un  annual  casli  payment  of  J  per  cent,  upon 
the  eost  of  the  line;  this  subsidy  to  be  worked 
ofi'  by  tlie  gratuitous  transmission  of  the  iState 
messages  to  the  extent  of  the  enheidy  in  each 
year  at  a  tariff  to  be  mutually  ai,'rccd  uponbe> 
twcen  the  Government  and  the  company. 

3316.  And  in  case  the  line  was  not  in  opere* 
tion,  what  then? — The  subsidy  to  cea?e;  the 
subsidy  to  be  paid  day  by  day  only  as  the  line 
was  in  operation.  IFIien  a  deputation  waited 
upon  Mr.  Gladstone  upon  this  subject,  in  1863, 
he  stated  that  as  far  as  he  was  informed  of  the 
views  of  tlie  ( ioverninent,  he  thought  that  in 
the  place  of  a  subsidy  the  Government  would 
prefer  contrihnting  a  portion  of  the  capital  I 
think  that  wonhl  CL)nally  facilitate  the  n^ailg 
of  the  remainder  of  the  capital;  for  it  is  evident 
that  if  t  he  Government  contributed.  Say  ens-diii4 
of  the  capital,  the  contractors,  if  neccsFnry,  would 
ceruiiiily  take  a  quarter,  and  the  rennvinder,  1 
think  I  can  undertake  to  say,  would  be  raised  by 
private  subscription,  although  it  is  almost  hopeless 
to  appeal  to  Ae  pnbHd  foe  niat  purpose.  If  yos 
talk  about  a  line  between  Rangoon  and  Sluga- 
^re,  they  tell  you  Uiat  the  AUantic  cable  has 

3317.  Is  it  not  the  custom  of  most  novem- 
ments  who  avail  themselves  of  your  communica- 
tion, to  give  pecuniary  aid  to  the  promoters  of 
the  various  lines? — The  existing  lines  are  all  il 
Government  hands,  except  in  the  case  of  lonie 
Britisli  lines  in  tlie  Mediterra:j< nii  :  and  ni  far 

as  telegraplis  have  been  carried  out  to  the  Eti^i 
by  companies,  they  have  all  heen  assisted  by  the 
British  Government.  For  instanee,  the  line  be- 
tween Malta  and  Sicilv,  the  line  between  Otranlo 
and  Corfu,  and  the  Ued  Sea  and  Indian  fiss 
wlilch  were  carried  out  by  iirivatc  enterpri»<i 
were  all  assisted  by  the  British  Go\  crnment. 

3318.  So  that  in  seeking  the  aid  of  the  British 
OoTemfflent,you  are  merely  acting  in  accordance 
with  the  Md  wMoh  is  usually  given  by  other 
ijovernments  for  estal*lishinL^  t(Te|^raj>hic  eom- 
municAtion? — By  the  British  Government  i 

3319.  Your  impression  is,  that  unless  such  aid 
is  given  the  telegraphic  communication  will  not  be 
established  ? — Most  decidedly  so,  and  not  for  an 
indefinite  number  of  years  to  come.  In  fact,  if  I 
may  be  allowed  to  state  so,  I  should  have  thought 
that  the  British  Government  should  insist  upon  tak- 
\n<^  a  part  in  tiie  establishment  of  those  lines,  and 
for  these  reasons,  that  it  is  only  by  assisting  those 
lines  iSnandslly  that  the  GoTemment  can  secoie 
to  itself,  in  the  first  place.  )iriority  of  transmission 
for  .State  messages ;  and.  in  the  second  place,  a 
control  over  the  tariff,  luith  fur  State  and  fiir 
private  messages,  which  control  would  be  a  vsiy 
great  protection  to  the  public,  because  there  is 
no  doubt  that  those  lines  will  be  'virtoidly  IBMIO- 
polies  for  many  years  to  come. 

3320.  Can  you  state  to  the  Committee  why 
the  Red  Sea  line  failed  ? — I  can  only  state  from 
general  report.  I  believe  that  the  lied  S«a 
cable  ongkt  to  have  been  fimn  fonxe  to  ei|^<iiiws 
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ur  knot  ;  tliat  the  outer  iron  wires  ought  to 
bite  l>etu  piotectetl  by  conic  substance  to 
fg/inie  the  action  of  the  sea  water ;  and  that 
it  ought  to  have  been  laid,  as  it  was  originally 
iniendeil,  within  100  fathoms,  instead  of  as  it 
trulaid,  by  compafis,  in  a  straight  direction  from 
itntaa  to  station,  taking  the  enallow  water  and 
deep  water  jost  as  it  happened  to  come,  so 
(b:  nut  of  the  whole  distance  bctwcon  Sm-z  nnd 
Kurrachee, 3,000 nautical  miles,  upeaking  roughly, 
i^half  of  it  waa  laid  within  100  fathoms  and 
lulf  In  a  greater  depth  than  100  fathoms,  each  .src- 
bosbeii^  what  1  may  call  intermixed  with  ])ai  tly 
iUf  awf  partly  eliallow  mter.  The  result  was, 
ditM  nam  as  a  fault  oofsursed,  if  it  happened  to 
len  abdlow  water,  it  was  easily  re])aired,  but  if 
it  happened  fo  hi;  in  deep  water  it  could  not  be 
lepaind,  and  the  whole  line  was  rendered  u&ele«j& 
It  in  the  early  days  of  Bnbmarioe  tel»> 
gmphr  that  that  line  was  laid. 

3^1.  Are  you  prepared  to  state  to  the  Com- 
mittoe  what  would  be  the  entire  cost  of  laying 
the  line  which  you  propose  from  Rangoon  to 
Sin^pore,  thence  to  Saigon,  and  thence  to  the 
?»riou8  port;;  iu  China  ami  .Inpnn,  and  also  the 
cmoae  of  carryias  the  line  south  to  Australia  ? 
~T9  lay  a  cable  of  four  tons  to  the  nantieal  mile 
f  rDO  per  coat,  of  the  disiauce,  and  seven  tons 
to  the  mUe  fur  40  per  cenL  of  the  difttaooe,  it 
muld  coet  400/.  per  nantieal  mile,  wUoh,  for 
the  line  from  Ilangoon  to  SiuE^pore,  would  amount 
to  the  sum  of  500,000/.,  and  from  the  east  end  of 
Jmto  Adam  Bay,  on  the  nortli  coast  of  Aus- 
it  would  also  amount  to  5(m),OO0  2L,  the 
Atnioe  beinff  exactly  the  satnc,  1.200  nautical 
miles,  in  routm  nmiiberH,  In  each  ca^e. 

3322.  And  the  cost  from  Singapore  to  Saigoa 
woald  be  how  mneh?  —  From  Sin^pore  to 
Shanjrhai,  perhaps  you  will  allow  me  to  give  it 
Iq  that  way,  it  would  be  exactly  1,000,000  the 
Stance  being  2,500  nautical  miles. 

3323.  And  thence  to  Nagasaki,  how  much 
troald  it  be? — From  Shanghai  to  Nagasaki  is 
*t7  knoti=. 

3324.  Is  there  any  other  ioformatioii  which 
m  wUh  to  give  to  the  Conumttee  ? — have 

prppared  statistics  of  submnrlne  telegraph  lines 
«hich  have  been  hitherto  laid,  with  some  observa- 
tiom  on  each.  I  have  also  a  letter  from  the  - 
Brishonc  Government,  -tn'in'j-  tlmt  the  line  to 
the  Gulf  of  Garptntaria  wiil  lie  completed  imme- 
diately. I  have  also  an  extract  from  tlie  *'  Java 
C«uaat^"  stating  that  the  line  through  Sumatra 
htt  been  eattotioned,  which  extract  was  aent  to 

Biefrnm  the  Colonial  Office  at  the  Ilapue;  and  T 
have  an  account  of  a  conversation  which  1  hod 
»ith  Mr.  Groll,  who  was  the  engineer  who  super- 
intended the  lav  luif  u[  the  Singapore  and  Batavia 
cable,  with  reference  to  the  causea  uf  the  failure 
ot  that  cable. 

Can  you  state  in  brief  what  were  the 
«M9es0f  the  failure  of  that  cable? — ^The  Singa- 
re  and  Batavia  caldc  was  exactly  the  same  as 
the  Ked  Sea  and  India  cable,  weighing  about 
ti  cvt  to  Ae  nautkal  mile ;  and  instead  oFbeing 
\'iA  in  the  open  8ea  east  of  Baiika,  a.'^  was  recom- 
wnded  by  the  contractors,  it  was  laid  in  the 
oarrow  straits  from  Singapore  alonii;  the  coast  of 
SHUnstra  to  the  west  of  Banka,  and  thence  to 
Batavia,  where  the  depth  is  only  about  1 1  fathoms, 
and  where  the  currents  are  excessively  strong, 
and  which  is  one  of  the  greatest  places  for  an- 
chorage in  tlw  wofU.  The 


that  the  cable  was  brofcen  30  to  40  times  a 

year  by  anchors,  and  the  iron  wire  runted 
away,  and  the  cost  of  repairs  was  so  great  that  it 
had  to  be  abandoned, 

3326.  Mr.  7irooks.'\  From  your  cxprriencc  do 
you  apprehend  that  a  cable  could  be  tiufely  laid 
from  oingaporo  to  Batavia  without  being  hooked? 
— was  iniormed  by  the  Dutch  Admirals!,  that  if 
it  is  hud  in  the  open  sea  east  of  Banks  at  a  deptibt 
of  2.'5  fathoms,  it  would  not  be  ho  k  i  1,  because 
ahips  very  seldom,  or  never,  anchor  there ;  it  is 
entu^y  a  question  ef  whether  siups  anchor  there 
or  not. 

3327.  With  reference  to  the  importance  of 
Australia,  arc  you  aware  of  the  ]x>pulation  of 
Australia? — The  white  population  is,  I  believe, 
over  1,000,000;  I  do  not  know  exactly  what 
it  is. 

3328.  Does  that  population  consist  of  Euro- 
peans colonial  hasn  ?— -Yes. 

3329.  Exdusive  of  Chinesef  —  Yea,  pn- 

cisely  so. 

3330.  With  regard  to  the  import  of  gold  from 
Australia,  which  you  stated  to  be  2,656,971  /., 
are  you  not  aware  that  it  has  never  been  less  than 
7,(X)0,000/.  or  H,0(>(),()(>0 /.  since  1H.51  .'-—I  was 
surprised  at  the  figures  myself,  but  I  took  them 
from  the  Bine  Book.  Ifce  amount  I  stated  is 
correct  for  1864,  bntinpareviona yean  it  exceeded 
6,000,000  /. 

3331.  As  regards  the  communication  between 
India  and  Australia,  do  you  consider  It  to  be  a 
political  question  as  well  m  the  cumumuication 
between  England  and  Australia? — No  doubt,  in 
case  of  any  Enn^iean  wax,  the  fiiiglish  Goym^ 
ment  ooola  protect  the  Anstralum  colonies  very 
much  more  efBelentlv,  and  at  a  much  sjiialler 
cost,  in  case  a  telegraph  existed,  because  it  u 
quite  evident  that  in  that  case  the  British  GoTem- 
mcnt,  liavinfr  the  exclusive  control  over  the  tele- 
graph, could  regulate  the  movement  of  the  troops 
ana  the  navy,  and  a  foreign  government  would 
not  have  tlie  same  advantage  with  respect  to  ai^ 
force  which  they  might  have  in  those  seas. 

3332.  l.)(>  not  you  consider  that  it  would  have 
been  of  importance,  in  the  late  disturbances  in 
Kew  Zealand,  if  that  communieation  had  existed? 
— I  j^hould  think  that  if  that  communication  hafl 
existed,  the  w  ar  would  not  have  lasted  one-third 
as  long  a-^  it  did,  and  would  have  been  urach 

more  efficiently  carried  out. 

3333.  Are  yuu  aware  of  the  amount  which  the 
Australian  colonics  would  contribute  to  the  pro- 
tection of  tbia  telegraph  line  ? — ^>Vhen  I  was  out 
in  Anstrafia.in  1860,  they  proposed  to  oontribvte 

a  Hubsidy  of  35.000/.  per  annum  for  21  years,  the 
basis  being  five  per  cent,  upon  the  cost  of  the 
line. 

3334.  Mr.  3farsh.']  You  ns.=nme  thn*  the  sea 
cable  would  go  to  the  head  of  tlie  Uuli  of  Cap- 
penlwia;  would  it  not  be  possible  to  take  it  to 
the  nearest  north  point  of  Australia,  and  thenoe 
by  land  ? — Quite  possible. 

33.S,').  And  it  would  be  cheaper,  would  it  not  ? 
— Certainly;  and  the  QueensUnd  Government 
are  in  commnnicaiion  with  the  South  Australian 
Goveminent  with  rcfjard  to  making  a  line  from 
the  head  ot  tlie  Gulf  of  Carpcularia  to  Atiaxu  Bay, 
which  is  the  nearest  point  of  Australia  to  Timor. 

3336.  And  that  line  is  completed  now,  is  it  not, 
the  whole  way  from  South  Australia  ? — ^Yee ;  the 
line  from  South  Aus^tralia  via  New  South  Wales 
and  Queensland  to  the  head  of  the  Gulf  of  Carpen- 
lari*  wiU  be  oompkted  at  latest  by  next  year. 

▲  ▲3  33S7.  Aland 
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JtlNUTiEB  or  £VIDKNO£  Tit&£N  fifiFQ^iK  XHK 


3337.  A  land  lino,  you  say.  is  nmcli  cheaper 
tiiM  ft  ae»  line  i^uUl  itluak  that  a  Imd  line 
in  jdiM»oo«mtrieB,iB<flM^dnid«f  the  oott  of  ft  so* 
line. 

3338.  If  a  land  linift^ets  outof  order,  it  is  more 
easily  put  in  ordM  tliMk  ftfl«ft  Tme,  its  it  uui  ? — 

It  Is  uiKltmhteilly  more  cnsily  ptit  in  ordor;  but 
a  ]u-i>iicrly  cuuiiti-ueted  »oa  tine  ought  mii  to  ^et 
out  of  order  for  once  in  flO  tinm  tnnt  n  had  Imp 


gets  out  of  ocder. 

3339.  You  have  told  me  flomediingnffihetzade 

betwien  India  and  China  iu  18fi2,  and  iilw)  he- 
tweeu  England  and  China  in  lb64 ;  luiveyou  any 
etfttbtiMS  of  the  Fnsnob  and  Anerioaa  trade  to 
China  in  thoee  years? — Yee,  it  is  in  this  paper 
which  I  hiive  hauded  in.  I  ui&y  Htatc  that  I  have 
here  a  letter,  dated  1862«frotu  the  Miniuterof  the 
pnluiiiesat  the  Hague,  fitatinp'  that  lu^  liad  ordfircd 
souiidingii.  to  be  taken  between  Java  and  Timor 
{deliver  'uiff  in  the  same). 

3^40.  CAotnNw.]  Are  those  tLe  soundings 
upon  which  you  have  acted  with  referenoe  to  tEa 
details  of  laying  tlu;  cable  ? — Ves,  those  are  tlie 
aoundio^s  with  reference  to  whieh  we  were  in 
eommunieation  with  the  AdminUty  last  year. 

3.341.  Have  you  an  v  fm  thcr  i  cmarli-i  to  offer 
to  the  Coinpiittee  '• — i  wii»h  tu  pi>iut  out  to  the 
Coiniiuttoe>thtttftt  the  jresent  moment  the  British 
Govcnimont,  as  distinguiehed  from  the  Indian 
Government,  docs  not  contribute  one  farthing 
toward.-^  the  line  lietwccn  Kngland  aii<]  In<iia, 
whiph  U  at  present  inaotosJl  uM;  I  mean  the 
Une  vii  Constantinople.  The  Indian  GoTnra> 
nicnt  paid  fur  the  I't-rr-ian  Gulf  line,  and  that  is 
the  only  portion  of  the  whole  diiitance  which  is 
wmtributM  tcvflidinr  out  of  the  British  or  Indian 
HevenitPf". 

^'.i  VJ.  Mr.  .  tauufcld.'}  Did  I  rightly  uiidei- 
i^tand  you  to  gpe^of  the  vaoillation  of  the  Indian 
Oflioe  in  year  negotifttioii*  with  them  ?— No ;  if 
T  wed  the  word  Yadlktion*  I  need  a  wrong  term ; 
ever  ^inee  1858,  down  to  the  present  nioment, 
they  have  always  given  us  tltc  same  anywer.  I 
meant  hentation  rather  than  vacillation. 

3lil3.  Hut  what  evidence  of  liegitution  is  there 
in  the  documents  to  which  you  Imve  referred ; 
have  you,  first,  ^.ftoairer  of  Sir  Charles  Wood 
to  you  ?— The  asmrec*  are  all  oontuned  ia  thoao 
Blue  Books. 

3344.  But  will  ymi  turn  to  Ids  first  letter,  and 

Eve  the  date,  and  also  the  groimds  upon  whioU 
t  decfiaes  to  aeoede  to  your  i>ro)xMab? — ^I  be- 
lieve that  the  fii-st  letter  which  I  recf'i\ed  from 
Sii  Charles  W(xk1  waa  dated  the  29thot  May  1862, 
which  is  published  at  page  56  in  the  BImo  Book, 
dalixl  the  Bth  of  February  I«64. 

3^i46.  AViil  you  btate  the  reasons  for  which  Sir 
Charles  Wood  declines  to  accede  to  your  pro- 
no«d8l— The  letter  is  to  this  eiect.  Hii,  lam 
ohwcted  by  the  Seeretary  of  State  for  India  in 

Coimeil  to  acknowltHljie  the  reecipt  of  your  letter 
ol'  the  9th  instant,  and  tu  acquuiut  yuu,  in  reply, 
that  Sir  Charles  Wood  is  not  prepared  to  undep- 
talce  the  construction  of  a  te'egraphic  line  between 
Bangoon  and  Siugapore.  lie  i«t  ot  opinion  that 
the  conMtruction  of  tliat  line  can  anly  be  con- 
sidered with  the  ok^eot  of  its  fomung  part  of 
much  more  extended  lines  berond  Singapore. 

Any  quetition  of  that  nuii;n!tu<]e  can,  iuiwevcr, 
onhr  be  dealt  with  by  the  JLmpetial  Government ; 
and  witt  the  -rinw  to  audi  tm  ebjeet,  any  applie»t 

ti<»i  kdiotild  be  addressed  to  tf  o  Lends  of  the 
Treasury,  to  whom  jom  letter  hm  aeoofiUingly 


3346.  Is  there  anythitiL:  in  nay  subsMVBll 
corresxKmdence  with  the  India  Oihoe  inooneisteiit 
with  tme  ground  taJcen  up  in  ^us  letter  ?— On  tke 
contrary.  Sir  CI.  i!  !r-  1\'ririirs  anawer  is  (juite 
consistent  witii  the  urigmai  iuuffiatiou  oa  the 
part  of  the  then  Indian  GovernmeaitiB  IBdB^sfti 
quite  conaietgiit  withall  tibe  anhiftifn— t  onam 

uicu.tioui». 

3347.  Then  thew  is  no  evidence  either  ef  vfti 
dilation,  or  of  hesitation,  but  of  a  condumm 
lu&Towable  to  your  project  ? — I  caooot  quite 
say  that,  because  the  India  ( )9ice  liaf-,  through, 
out,  admitted  tbat  that  Ikkc  must  bo  made  if 
lines  Iteyond  aM  eertain  to  he  mda;  md  I  drink 
that,  after  the  Dutch  and  Aut^traliiiu  Go\em- 
mcntt»  had  actually  voted  suh«idie«  iur  the  ium 
beyond  Singapore,  a  inore  favourable  aiuww 
might  linve  been  rriveri.  Tticrefore  1  tliiitk  thf 
was  cousidontblc  liesitatiou  in  undertuivuig  Jiai 
line,  because  some  of  tlic  conditions  im|K».-«d  bv 
Sir  Charles  Wood  were  fulfilled  by  the  actioft  ot' 
ik»  Dnteh  and  Anetrafian  GoivemnentB. 

3348.  But  the  la!*t  jiaragraph  of  the  letter  m  IiIlK 
you  have  read  le  tu  this  efieot :  "  Any  qo&stiot 
of  that  inagiiitude  can,  howvfier,  only  be  dodt 
with  by  the  Imjierial  Goveimncnt ;  aud  witli  i 
view  to  such  au  ubject,  any  applicatiori  ^Ituulti  be 
addressed  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  to  whom 
your  letter  has  nooordingly  been  forwarded"?— I 
have  only  to  state  that  the  Dutch  Govemmeiit 
were  Avilliu}^  to  carry  out  the  Singapore  ami  B»- 
tavia  line  without  astastaroe  fjam  the  Briuih 
Govemnent,  and  that  the  Anstndian  eolomih 

with  the  pinerlc  cxce|ition  of  Victoria,  were  alio 
willing  to  eairy  out  the  line  from  tlic  east  end  <i 
Java  to  the  north  coast  of  Auelvalaa  witlMut  the 
nppistancc  of  the  British  Government.  In  the 
J_.egiijlfltlve  AiititiiubK'  of  Aew  Suutli  ^Vale* 
there  was  a  <listinct  motion  made,  that  tfcf 
assistance  of  ^ew  ^uth  Walea  afaodd  benndt 
conditional  upon  the  Imperial  Govenmtorti^ 
Eii^tincr  tlieni,  but  that  motion  was  negatiTcd. 
iu  Victoria  a  similar  motion  was  made,  tnd 
Ae  Govenunent  of  the  day  very  rehictandy 
gave  way  to  it  :  the  fact  was,  that  wheri  'li' 
thing  ciuuc  before  the  rarliamcntof  Viotoina,  lijc 
Bed  Soa  line  had  failed,  and  the  whole  queetioa 
was  thrown  into  groat  doubt ;  and  the  WW^ 
ment  of  the  day,  although  opposed  to  it  thB> 
Helves,  gave  way  to  the  motion  :  but  none  of  tie 
other  oolonies,  ezc^t  Victona,  Made  the  Impf 
sial  aesistaaM  any  oonditioin  wbatoTtr  ta  tkiit 
a^'-Ititancc  being  given:  and  I  feel  no  doubt dnl 
Victoria  would  auo  withdraw  that  oondition. 

3SH9,  Do  yum  not  aae  that  the  question  of 
Government  a.«siptnnce  to  lines  bi  yond  SingapM 
is  ati  Imperial,  aud  not  iin  Imliau  question?— 
I  do  not  see  that  at  all  as  regards  all  tbc 
lines}  I  think  that  the  line  from  i^afffon 
to  Cliina  is  an  Lnperial  (juestion,  and  ftit 
we  t^hould  want  the  assistance  <  !  he  Tm-iury; 
but  with.  rMaxd  to  the  line  between  hi»gftpor« 
and  Auetrafift,  «e  lutva  never  asked  for  Impenal 
as.«ietancp,  oxcejjt  when  Sir  Chftrlct.  ^^'ood^  toU 
us  to  ask  for  it.  and  then  we,  very  uiLwillin^W 
indeed,  asked  Mr.  Gladstonafteftasistance  tor  tbe 
line  to  Australia ;  we  did  so  merely  at  the  dictir 
tion  of  Sir  Charles  Wood.  We  bdieTed  tfcat JJ 
coiihl  eaiT-y  it  out,  aud  we  believe  that  wc  CWina 
earzy  it  out  without  Imperial  assktance. 

S8«a  Mn.  JUhrvL}  Bo  yon  haow  whatbvfli 
QueeublandCrovernracnt  h  .'^ending  amatl  steanw 
byway  of  Tones  Straits  to  Singapore  i?—^  e*^ 
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miA  coiiifmnatfnoirs. 


rnn  between  Brubane  and  Batavut,  and  hM 
idTertigcd  io  the  uewapapers  in  Haa  eooBtiy  tm 
ICBifcn  for  m  line  cf  ttbetrnm  between  the 


SKI.  Thnt-witoU  dbter  tiie  fstHioe  tkai  tlie 

jMuera  would  have  to  go,  it  \)eing  a  much 
dfRier  diataace  than  going  to  Puiat  de  G^e  ? — 


3352.  From  Sydney  to  Sixigapore,  or  to  Batavia,  p,  Qitbome, 
is  »  londu  Aoiter  dulMuw  thu  from  Sydney  to  Etq. 
Point  cle  Galle?— Tea;  Iwt  I  do  not  Icftow  the 

exmt  distance 

3363.  CkeBrman.']  Arc  you  convereant  wkb 
the  queatiou  of  steam  coiniiuiiiicatioil? — ISOf  I  am 
in  no  way  eon  verdant  with^it. 
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3.154.  Mr.  iWarsA.]  "Will  you  state  to  the  Com- 
vliee  the  ^Manoe  from  Sydney  to  Batavia?— I 
kne  not  the  diataneee  ditided  fat  that  way ;  I 

k»€  the  distance!?  between  Sydney  tind  Point  da 
Galle  by  the  present  route,  as  comjmn  d  with  the 
dbMaee  from  Sydney  to  Point  de  Cialie,  calling 
at  Bivhane,  Cape  iTotk,  Coptmgt  Bstavia,  and 
Singapore. 

3S5S.  Would  rou  be  able  to  aupply  in  yoiu- 
evidence  what  the  distanoee  are? — les;  irom 
RnVbane  to  Batavia  the  distoaoe  is  3,460  milex, 
and  the  diatnoe  helnreen  Sydany  and  BriebMM  ia 
jS^auiee. 

S$56.  T  mean  by  way  of  Torres  8tnite?~I 

m  tiJ<ing  here  the  art\i;i!  j  :  rt'^nnanrc  of  Ihls 
jfaip  which  came  up  the  oUier  day,  the  "  Sou- 
cky.* 


3357.  Did  she  go  by  Turree  Straits  ^— Yen :  it       C.  W. 

ii  one  of  the  experimental  veaaals  that  are  being  MovelltlEsfi, 
worked.   We  make  the  distance  from  Sydney  to   

Ci.i'li  by  tlie  ]>resent  nmto  .'),2nn  mili*;*,  ami  the 
distance  tn»m  Svdm  y  t4)GaUe,iaiiitigat  Bri«l)ane, 
Cape  Yoiic,  Copan^,  Butavio,  and  Sfaiffapore, 
6,104  miles;  that  is  nearly  ItiOOO  nules  m 
excess. 

3358.  What  vonld  k  bo  from  Sydney  to 
Botavia,  When  yon  join  the  Dntsh  steamer  i— 1 
ha.Te  the  diatanoe  nrem  Brisbmie  to  BatoTia*. 

which  is  3.460  miles,  but  not  i'rom  Sydney  to 
Bsrtavks;  this  is  the  aetual  performance  of  that 


.3359.  Can  yon  give  the  distance  from  Brisbaao 
to  Singapore  ? — l>iO,  I  have  not  that  division. 


Heitbt  Cbaklss  TonoK,  Et>q.,  fiirther  Examined. 


3360.  Ckttinm».'\  I  bbllevs  you  are  by  pro- 
teian  a  civil  en^eer  ? — Yes. 

Have  you  jflvcn  attention  to  the  subject 
to  whicii  tilt,  inquiry  of  the  Committee  is  directed, 
vrith  regard  t«>  trdegraphic  communication  with 
thf-  Euet  ? — I  Ikivo  1  icon  fur  .1  pood  many  yoars 
cQiaDouicd  with  those  projected  cables  in  the  East 
as  well  as  those  bofemran  England  ai^  India. 

33^  Have  jou  vUtad  the  East  in  reference 
ttdiH  subject!^!  haive  never  been  further  east 
dttn  Kurrachee. 

3363.  Will  vou  state  to  the  Committee,  as  far 
SI  jonr  knowiedi^  extends,  what  are  the  enei- 
nefrinp'  farilitips  or  difficiilticf^  in  laying  dnwntnc 
iin>pa(<ud  exieneiuu  from  llauguoa  ? — Between 
Rangoon  and  Singapore  it  appears  to  me,  iudmng 
from  the  chart  and  from  information  which  I  nave 
had  from  people  who  have  lived  in  that  part  of  the 
Aorld,  that  it  wonld  be  very  i'a.<y  indeed.  The 
satwe  of  the  bottom  is  very  favourable  and  the 
depth  of  the  water  is  shallow  -,  in  parts  probably 
-ather  too  .xh.allow,  Imt  certainly  it  is  not  too  deep, 
iniwoeu  Ivuiiguou  uud  Kiug  Islaud,  which  would 
|>robably  be  the  first  length,  the  maximum  depth 
IS  311  falli(un8,  the  niialnmui  depth  16  fathoms, and 
the  mean  would  about  2{i  fathoms.  In  the 
next  section,  from  King  Island  to  Penang,  the 
■athnnm  deoth  «p|wars  to  be  45  fathonWi  the 
■^•SWinn  30  fiidnms,  and  (he  mean  is  about  35 
ikthoms.  From  Penang  to  Siaga])orc  tbc  nia.xi- 
wisa  depth  is  50  fathoms,  the  minimum  is  eight 
Urthoms,  and  the  mean  is  about  25  fathoms. 

.1.164.  With  r*"'_':ird  to  laying  the  telegraph 
•nrvugh  the  China  Sou  up  the  Yellow  Sea,  have 
you  any  information  to^ive  to  the  Committee? — 
The  b^ton  is  exceedingly  Aiyourable  j  in  £Kt, 


the  whole  way  from  Singapore  by  Saumn*  H,  C  Ft 
Hainan,   Hons-Kong,  Amoy,  Foo4!}hoo-Foa^ 
Shanghai,  to  iTsngasaid  the  greatest  d^th  is  ~— 

112  fathoms. 

3365.  How  is  that  information  obtttoed?" 
From  the  charts ;  and  those  charts  appear  to 
have  been  very  carefully  got  up  and  sounded. 

3366.  Has  the  bottom  been  ascertained  ?— Li 
parts  it  has  been  ascertained ;  and,  from  what  I 
nave  seen,  it  Ih  generally  very  favourably  indeed. 
The  mean  dcjjtb  of  that  line  between  Singapore 
and  Kangagaiti  would  bo  about  35  fathoms. 

8867.  Mr.  BaiW*J\  From  what  sources  do  you 
derive  your  information?— From  the  Admiralty 
charts,  wliich  is  the  best  information  that  can 
get. 

3.'^fiR.  Chairmnn.'l  Is  there  any  other  infor- 
mation tJiat  you  would  wish  t«»  give  the  Commit- 
t^ae  with  reganl  to  tlie  engineering  facilities  of 
the  proposed  line  1  have  drawn  out  a  state- 
ment which  I  will  hand  in  to  the  Conuaitteet 
wliidi  gi  veri  die  gensrad  features  of  each  Kno  and 
each  section. 

3369.  That  is  not  the  result  of  yoiv  own  ol>> 
servation  ?  — It  i'j  result  of  my  own  obpcrva- 
tions  on  the  cliai  t.s  in  iayiug  dowu  the  line  iu  the 
best  directions.  It  is  what  we  always  do  before 
we  lay  down  cables ;  and  it  is  the  only  wav  in 
which  we  can  do  so.    This  dieet,  which  I  hold 

in  my  liand,  eont^iins  all  the  information  which  I 
can  ffive  on  these  points,  and  I  will  hand  it  in,  if 
the  Committee  will  allow  me  (dt^veriHg  in  the 
same).  I  do  not  know  that  I  Wve  any  fiirthor 
remarks  to  make. 

3370.  You  have  not  Ti«t«d  AnitraUn,  I  be- 
lieve ? — ^Ne>  I  have  not 
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3371.  Chairnufnit^  Tou  are  a  Civil  Engineer, 
IbeUm,  and  aJ^eUo^nr  of  tjie  BoyoL  Soi^ety  ?— 
Yet...  /      •  .,.„  , 4,  .  .; .  ,  ! 

3373f  ^avo  i4*ited  tbe  East^^^I  Vve 
not. 


and  Af  Mr.  IPorde,  I  mar  my'  that  I  generally 
connir  in  what  thoise  cenuBOMn'  liave  stated  widi 

rrrrfiid  to  the  probable  cost  of  ihe  lines  m  qnea^ 

ti<in.  Perliau:*  I  may  l»e  alli'wr-d  to  call  your 
attAUtiou  to  tlic  land  lines  wliich  lead  to  ladk; 


3373.  Have  you  any  information  whicli,'  in    the  lines' tbnragh  'Uussia  have  been  moatiyeoi. 


your  jiul^-iiieut,  would  he  useful  tn  this  Commit- 
tee ill  iiaiviug  at  a  ^o^nd  cuucluoiou  with,  regard 
to  the  oxtcn^iou  of  tel^raphic  communication  to 
the  East? — I  have  general  Information  cm  tho 
subject  of  suhpuuritie  telegraph:^,  Itavlng  for  many 
years  been  connected  with  entei|iiiMfl.,9if  that 
descriplion. 

•  S374.  Tn  what  telegraphs  bare  you  Wen  spe- 
cially cn<;.'igc(l  ? — I  have  been  electrical  engineer 
in  reference  tu  die  Ked  Sea  and  India  line,  the 
llialta  and  Alexandria  line,.a]id  many  oiheis.  So 
far  as  I  can  judge  of  the  nature  of  the  ?cay 
through  which  tho  Indian  cztenBion  lines  would 
bATe  to  pa«9,  I  see  no  diffieul^  in  establisliing  a 
|raod  tetegiapMc  oonununication  tlirough  tliem. 
Tttia  seas  are  for  the  mo.st  part  shallow  ;  in  many 
parts  too  filuillow  for  si  rure  submarine  linc*^:  but 
m  such  cases  a  remedy  always  is  at  band,  that  of 
making  the  line  sufficiently  strong  to  resist  an- 
chorage. 

3376.  Have  ypi^  Informed  yourself  with  remird 
to  tlie  temperature  of  ihe  China  and  YeUov 
Seas  ? — There  is  no  exact  information  on  that 
point ;  hut  from  the  analogous  conditions  which 
obtain  in  th(>  Ho!  Sea,  I  bavc  no  apprehension  of 
excels  of  temperature. 

3376.  Can  you  inform  the  Committee  whether 
the  temperature  is  higher  in  tlic  Rtil  Sun  tlian  ui 
the  Yellow  Sea? — I  believe  that  it  would  be 
found  higher  in  the  Hed  Sea.  In  fact,  the  Bed 
Sea,  I  tliink,  is  the  hottest  s<*a  almost  on  the 
globe,  on  account  of  the  want  of  circulntion  from 
the  preut  (>ri>;u). 

3377.  Did  you  find  that  the  temperature  was 
a  material  obstmetion  in  laying  the  cable  in  the 
Rid  Sea? — Gtoat  rare  liad  rcrtaliiK  to  lie  u.^-ed  to 
protect  the  cable  against  the  sun  during  the  act 
of  laying.   But  the  canse  of  die  &ilure  of  the 

Red  Sea  line  was  purely  mechaniral,  fircording 
to  mj'  judgment;  the  outer  sheating  was  in- 
sufficiently strong,  and  was  of  a  nature  to  suffer 
Tsry  rapidly  by  corrosion.  This  was  proved 
by  my  staff,  who  were  sent  out  to  co-operate  in  the 
repairs  of  the  Red  Sea  line:  the  great  diffieulty 


atructed  by  my  firm,  and  T  have  also  ft]rnis^el|^ 
the  materials,  and  sent  out  some  ot  the  6U[»erin- 
tpn<lent.-i,  who  have  erected  the  lines  throagh 
Pcr.  ia  an<l  Mesopotamia,  Under  the  lateCokaiel 
Pulrlc  Stewart. 

3381.  To  which  line  do  you  allude  ;  do  yon 
eUjade  to  the  Northern  -Russian  line,  or  to  d» 
line  Ihroudi  Pen&?— To  Ihe  Southern  Boma 
line  a.H  well  as  the  Northern. 

33B>!.  Were  you  engaged  in  the  Northeni 
Russian  lines?— ,111^  were  nearly  all  constmoted 
by  my  brother. 

3383.  Did  the  Chinese  Government  rai^e  aj;y 
objection  to  the  continuing  of  the  line  from 
Amoor  up  to  Pekin? — It  was  the  intention  of 
the  Russian  Government  to  make  that  line,  but 
I  believe  for  the  present  that  piojoct  has  Imb» 
abandoned. 

8884.  But  they  hare  a  line  of  oommunicitka 

between  Morrow  and  Amoor,  h»ve  theynott— 
It  is  not  quite  completed  yet. 

3385.  IIow  far  I<  it  complete? — ^It  is  completed 
very  nearlv  to  Lake  Baikal. 

3386.  What  distance  b  it  from  where  the  fine 
finishes  to  Amoor? — I  cannot  say  for  certain, 
because  there  is  one  party  working  from  the 
l^em  Sea  towards  Lake  Baikal,  and  anodier 
jiarty  is  worklnf^  from  Ru8.<»ia  towartls  Lake 
Baikal,  and  fnun  the  party  working  from  die 
west  no  recent  intelligence  has  been  obisined; 
and  it  depends  mamly  upon  their  progress  as  tS 
the  time  when  the  whole  will  be  completed. 

3387.  You  arc  not  able  to  inform  the  Com- 
mittee to  what  extent  the  line  from  Momow  to 
Amoor  is  not  eomi  Dieted  ? — It  is  an  IneonsidcfiUe 
jiortion,  and  it  is  the  intention,  I  believe,  to  finiA 
it  this  year.  As  to  the  quality  of  the  lines 
throush  Bnssia  I  have  a  very  favourable  oninMl^ 
and  the  service  on  diose  lines  is  also  well  cie* 
ducted. 

8388.  The  whole  of  the  northern  line  is, 
course,  a  land  line  ? — It  is  a  land  line  thxoa|^ 

out. 


5:5S9.  T)o  you  find    that  the   tcle<iraph?  frc- 

that  presented  itself  was  that  the  iron  wire,  ailer  quently  get  out  of  order? — Very  seldom,  la 
nine  months*  immersion,  had  been  completely   net  we  have  taken  the  snperintendenoe  of  many 

runted  away  in  nianv  places,  and  that  in  raL-inn;    line."  for  a  period  of  12  years,  and  it  is  a  very 


the  liiu-  tho.*e  weak  places  extended  and  destroyed 
the  in. •^Illation. 

3378.  Do  you  attribute  any  part  of  that  facility 
of  decay,  which  you  have  experienced  in  tJie 
Red  Sea  line,  to  the  high  temperature  of  the 
water  in  whidi  it  was  submerged  ? — Certainly, 

'  luffh  temperatnre  favonrs  cnddation ;  hut  I  con- 
sider that  no  caMe  should  he  uithout  an  external 
protection  calculated  to  withstand  corrosion. 

3379.  Antl  that  would  apply  equally,  would  it 
not,  to  the  Red  Sea  eahle,  and  to  tho  cable  pro- 
posed to  l>e  laid  down  in  the  China  Sea? — It 
would  equally  apply. 

3380.  In  tiie  calculations  and  estimates  which 
you  have  made  with  regard  to  these  proposed 
oxttn-iiins,  have  you  provi<led  i\>v  that  extra 
coating  ? — Yes,  and  I  would  strongly  recommend 
it»   Having  heard  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Gisborne 


rare  occurrence  that  the  lines  are  out  of  order. 

3390.  A  land  line  is  much  more  economical  ia 

its  eftnJ>truet:<)n,  i.-<  it  nut,  than  a  .sea  line? — It  IS, 
perliaiw,  from  oue-tliird  to  onc-fourtb  of  the 
price. 

3391.  As  regards  the  southern  line  coming  to 
Persia,  have  you  any  suggestions  to  offcir  to  the 

Committee? — With  re^xard  to  the  line  from  the 
Russian  frontier  to  Telu  ran,  1  learn  that  it  is  in  a 
very  bad  condition ;  it  has  been  constructed  of 
had  materials,  and  is  badly  worked  ;  but  the  line 
in  Persia  is  in  very  excellent  condition,  and  I  have 
lately  been  instructed  to  provide  the  materials  for 
a  second  line,  which  will  increase  the  security  of 
communication  through  Persia  still  fHirthcr. 

3392.  From  Tuhrce/  to  Ti  horan  is  the  line  in 

bad  order? — From  Teheran  up  to  the  Russian 
frontier,  to  Errvaa  it  is ;  on  one  oecasicm  a  grest 

insBy 
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many  mcssa^^es  were  aocumalated  at  Erivan  wait- 
ing the  openuig  of  the  commttiucatMm  through  to 
lehenuu 

8393.  Is  that  Uae  in  the  hands  of  a  private 

company,  or  under  the  management  of  the  Rus- 
aan  Government  ? — It  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
Ptnian  Government. 

W  l.  So  tlial  the  uui  thcrn  half  of  the  line  in 
thehaiulj  of  the  Persian  Gnvornmcnt  is  iu  b;ul 
condition,  but  the  MKItbern  ]>ortton  is  in  good 
roiidition  ? — All  IB  IB  good  couditioa  except  that 
]  portion  from  Erivan  to  Teheran. 

Have  Y*»u  any  information  to  offer  to  flie 
C4»amittec  with  regaitl  to  telegraphic  oommum> 
(don  with  AastraEa? — have  no  detailed  infor> 
Btttion  upon  the  .aubjcot, 

3396.  ^Ir.  BaiUie.'j  Did  you  say  that  the 
Ku  .-i  in  telep-a})h  waeoompleted  as  far  as  Lake 
Baikal  ?— Nearly  ;  nnt  ({uitp. 

3397.  What  16  tha  dii^Uiuce  i'roin  Lake  Baikal 
to  Pckin? — If  I  recollect  rightly  it  ia  about 
l^milee. 

What  is  &e  distance  from  Lake  Baikal 
U>  ilic  .\raoor? — To  the  nwiuli  of  the  Amoor,  I 
think  it  is  about  2,000  miles,  but  it  is  very  ditB- 
cult  to  give  exact  information,  because  the  line 
Kunot  been  properly  surveyed,  and  the  map  is 
( ur  only  guide  for  the  distance. 

3399.'  Mr.  Marsh.]  What  is  the  dtttanee  from 
Lake  Baikal  to  Moscow  ? — I  can  give  HO  «awt 
infurmation  upon  that  point. 

340U.  It  is  very  neany  ifiOO  miles,  I  am  told? 
— About  2j50U  miles. 

3101.  CAalrman.]  Hare  you  been  along  the 
whole  of  that  lino  ? — No,  not  personally. 

3402.  Have  you  been  at  Moscow  ? — Not  per- 
sonally ;  my  brother  has  been  in  charge  there. 

340.'J.  Mr.  Marsh.l  Do  you  know  wluit  time  a 
message  takes  from  l^ake  Baikal  to  i^Iu&cuvv? — 1 
ksve  tdagiaphed  from  London  direct  to  Tomsk, 
m  Siberia*  mstantaneoualy  $  in  fiict,  on  all  those 
continental  lines  we  have  established  a  means  of 
transmitting  mes.«age.s  meelianieally  and  instan- 
taneously i  so  that  there  is  no  difficulty  whatever 
isneakmgfrom  London  ifireet  to  any  point  upon 
dieluie,  and  I  believe  it  is  quite  common  now  t« 
lydk  to  St.  Peter6burg  and  to  Moscow  witliout 
rejielitiim.  There  is  another  point  to  which  I 
voald  call  the  attention  of  the  ComBiitt«e  ; 
tamely,  that  the  difficulty  now  experienced  in 
telegraphing  to  India  arises  almost  entirely  out 
t£  bad  arrangements  with  the  intermediate  Go- 
vennnents,  especially  with  the  Ttirkish  Govern- 
ment With  a  connected  Iin>' I  :i  ■  im[  i  arrangc- 
neat  of  staii'  and  the  instruuieuiu,  there  would 


be  no  difficntty  whatever,  I  consider,  in  speaking 

through  Iii.-iantaneously  to  Calcutta. 

34<>4.  Mr.  Mart/u]  Would  a  continuous  wire 
all  Ae  way  carry  it?— Yes;  by  translation«  as 
it  is  tccliiilrally  callcc!,  at  points  not  above  800 
miles  distant  from  each  other,  instantaneous  com- 
munication might  be  carried  on  with  Calcutta  if 
the  line?  were  all  in  the  hands  of  one  ndininistra- 
tioii,  and  furnished  witli  instruments  suitably 
arranged  for  the  purpose. 

3405.  Fresh  electrisily  would  be  neeessaxy 
every  800  miles? — ^Yes;  fresh  batteries  would  be 
pntinto  action. 

3406.  You  mean  that  if  the  clerks  stand  bj 
and  look  ont  for  a  message,  they  can  transmit  a 
massage  as  fa.«t  as  it  is  given  ? — The  instrument 
which  receive!*  the  message  makes  the  contact  for 
the  next  section,  and  so  on. 

3407.  Then  it  never  goes  through  the  hands  of 
clerks  at  all  ? — It  never  goes  through  the  hands 
of  a  clerk,  and  there  is  no  possibility  of  clerks* 
errors  being  introduoed  through  translation. 

8408.  Between  Moscow  and  Lake  Baikal,  la 
there  that  Ivittd  of  niarbinrry  ?  Yes,  upon  u\\  the 
lines  In  Russia,  and  also  i:|miii  Persian  and  Meso- 
potauiian  lines,  i n eluding  also  the  submarine  HueS 

to  India,  .all  of  wlucli  liavo  been  oonstmeted  in 
the  same  c^tabli^hmcut. 

3409.  Why  should  it  not  go  direct  from  the 
same  wire,  without  being  transmitted ;  would  not 
the  electricity  carry  it  the  whole  way? — The 
battery  wonl<l  notbesnfficientlypowexfmtocany 
it  the  whole  way. 

3410.  But  by  machinery  you  communicate  one 
battery  witli  another? — Exactly  so. 

3411.  Chainnau.}  Have  jrou  any  furtlier  in- 
formation which  yon  wish  to  givetothe  Committee? 
— All  tlni.-e  different  ronfe?,  the  one  by  Alex- 
andria, joining  the  Aiiulic  mute  at  Diarhekir; 
the  other  through  Constantinople,  and  a  third 
through  Russia,  make  the  commnnication  quite 
safe  as  finr  as  Tefaeran,*or  as  far  as  the  Persian 
Gulf;  but  I  think  that  a  land  line  is  wanting  to 
connect  Teheran  with  Gwadel,  and  a  land  line  is 
sow  in  course  of  construction,  or  rather  of  recon- 
ptnietlon.to  ronnec-t  (iwadel  with  Tvnrracbcc;  but 
from  Gwad*;!  to  the  head  of  the  Persian  Gulf  our 
communications  rest  npim  One  thread}  which  is, 
I  think,  insufficient. 

3412.  That  is  in  course  of  being  improved,  la 
it  not  ? — It  is  contemplated  to  supply  that  defi- 
ciency. All  those  lines  are,  I  beUeve,  of  very 
good  eonstruetion,  and  quite  capable  of  trans- 
mitting messages,  at  a  Sufficient  rate  to  satisfy 
actual  requirements. 


C.W. 
Siemens, 
Bsq. 
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Robert  Brooks,  Esq.,  a  Member  of  the  Committee,  Examined. 


3413.  Mr.  Marsh."]  You  have  been  eonneeted 
for  many  years  with  Australian  commerce  and 
shippiog,  nave  you  not? — Yes,  upwards  of  4Xi 
years. 

3414.  You  arc  aware  that  a  great  many  more 
ships  go  to  Australia  with  lireight  than  come 
away? — A  very  much  larger  number  indeed. 

3415.  That  is  on  account,  is  it  not,  of  the 
heavier  bulk  of  the  trade  to  Australia,  and  alio 
en  account  of  the  emigrants  ? — Yes,  there  is  a 
smaller  proportion  of  goods  coming  home  than 
there  are  going  out  in  point  of  bulk,  and  eon- 
^quently  there  is  an  immense  tonnage  of  ship- 
ping set  at  VSttttty  on  arrival  in  port 

3416.  It  not  anoihtt  oanae  llie  Tslnablo 
0.43. 


quality  of  the  cargoes  which  come  home,  such  as 
wool  and  ^gpld  ? — Ko,  not  exactly  the  valuable 
quality,  wnh  the  exception  of  gold. 

3417.  And  the  eonsequence  b  that  those  ships 
go  from  AuEtralia  to  seek  frckht?— Yes,  they  go 
to  seek  freight  either  to  l£e  west  coast  of 
America,  China,  or  India. 

3418.  If  they  could  get  a  telegraph  down  at 
Sydney  they  would  not  have  to  go  seeking  freight; 
thejy  would  know  at  once  where  to  get  good 
freight? — Yes,  it  would  be  on  immense  advan- 
tiigc,  not  i  ^vith  ref^ard  to  their  seeking  f  ir 
freight,  hut,  in  many  instances,  with  regard  to 
then-  going  to  purcbiwe  caigoea. 

3419.  Wo«da  it  not  wrt  tiien  m  enormous 
Bb 


R,  Drooitf 
Esq.)  M.F. 
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MmirTXS  OY  STIDSHCS  VAKWH  BBFOBX  THB 


Ji.  Urookt,  sum  of  money  in  demurrage  if  they  conlcl  knoV 
^Siq.,  M.p.   exactly  wlicre  to  ;:o  ? — It  would  b«  an  immOfMO 
  saving  and  an  immense  facility. 

3420.  Do  you  know  what  the  present  praciioe 
jof  those  bhips  is,  whether  tliQj  go  to  GaUc  or 
not  to  catch  the  first  telcKrams  ? — No,  tfamt  ie 
very  much  ont  of  their  way;  many  of  than  go 
up  to  China;  and  going  to  GaUe  would leagtbeii 
their  jMu^sage  «xceedingly. 

3421.  Ton  are  probaUj  aware  that  Mr. 
MackayV  ship^  do  go  to  Gallo  to  get  tiie  fink 
telegram  ? — 1  es. 

M22.  And,  therefore,  to  know  where  to  go  to 
for  freight  ? — Occui^ionally  thej  go  to  Gaue  ia 
seeking  freight  for  India. 

,  3423,  They  go  there  in  order  to  know  what 
pert  of  India  to  go  to  ? — Yest  to  know  what  port 
■in  Tndifl. 

n  ijil.  Do  you  know  in  how  slu  rt  a  time  you 
can  gi!t  ncwu  by  telegraph  now,  from  Sydney  by 
way  of  GiUte ;  u  the  quickest  conunniucation  from 
SytliK-y  t<i  London,  by  steamer  ro  Gnllc  and  from 
Gallc  by  telegraph? — I  have  now  telegrams  from 
Sydney,  datM  the  26th  of  April,  and  1  have  bad 
them  in  niy  potscssion  five  days. 

^42',.  That  would  give  25  day*?— Yea,  thOT 
would  come  by  steamer  toGaUe»aiMl  hytelegiaph 
£rom  Ualle  to  London. 

34S6.  Could  you  give  ub  any  estimate  of  what 
a  pliiji  V,  uuM  s;'.\  t'  in  il(  murrage  if  j=be  nuild  have 
a  tclegrnpli  dov.  n  t<i  Sydney  to  toll  her  where  to 
go  to  for  frciglit.  ^ll^tl■;ul  of  going  to  some  place 
fn  ki.:;:  it,  and  not  knowing  where  to  find  it  ? — 
1  couici  not  tell  that  exactly  in  figurc.«,  but  it 
would  save,  perhaps,  two  or  three  mouths,  and  it 
tvoiild  t'ltvc  an  immense  amount  in  the  event  of  a 
ehi])     in^^  to  jmrchase  a  cai^o. 

3427.  WTiat  would  be  the  dexnurragc  per  day 
in  the  case  of  a  »hip  of  1,400  tons?— A  ahip  oif 
800  or  900  tons  would  ooat  about  20 1,  a^daj. 

3428,  And  a  shi|)  of  l.KVO  ton;*  would  be  eo 
much  more? — It  would  be  very  little  morei  it 
would  he  only  a  little  more  in  laboar,  or  wages 
of  crew. 

342it.  If  you  could  «ivc  three  niuiitli?"  demur- 
rage, that  would  be  a  very  large  eima,  more  than 
18,UU0  L  in  ft  year,  would'  it  not  i — Yes,  it  would 
be  a  eonnderable  sum,  but  not  at  the  rate  of 
18,(100/.  per  annum. 

3430.  Thereforesbipowners  would  be  prepared 
to  pay  a  very  (kit  sum  for  immediate  telcgmphic 

{•<'iiiim;iii(  ntiiin  f — Tlicre  iiu  doubt  abottt  itj 
they  would  be  very  glad  to  do  it. 

3431.  Mr,  BoinieJ  WotM  the  oaptdn  of  a 

j-liiji  tni-^t  to  tel('<iT:ipnIc  communication  wltliout 
waitiug  for  a  letter? — Certainly  he  would;  they 
•re  in  the  habit  of  doing  it  at  Caleutta  and 
Madras  constantly. 

3432.  Mr.  J/arM.]  The  communication  would» 
.of  course,  go  through  the  agents,  and  die  agent! 
would  use  their  discretion?— Yesi 


3433.  Chairman,']  ff  any  doubt  arose  in  th« 
mind  of  the  captain  it  vvi>uW  be  opm  to  him, 
would  it  not,  to  telegraph  for  further  inatructiom 
from  England,  or  from  the  place  ftera  whence  be 
ha<l  rccoivci]  tlic  Inst  information? — Yc.«. 

3434.  You  are,  1  believe,  very  cxtenfiivelj 
connected  with  the  Australian  trade?— Yes;  u4 
have  been  for  a  great  number  of  ypar=. 

3435.  The  Committee  may  gather  from  the 
evidence  which  you  have  given  that  it  would  bcs 
very  great  advantage,  not  only  to  shipowners  hnt  to 
every  one  connected  with  oommercc,  if  arranirf. 

incnts  cniild  Ije  made  by  which  tlie  i^liliK  fntiL' 
be  kept  constantly  in  employment  rather  ihsa 
being  sent  in  ballast  to  seek  freights  at  vtmn 
porta  in  the  east  ? — Very  much  so  indictl.  But 
not  only  that,  it  Wi>uid  be  a  great  advantage  to 
commercial  men  in  sending  their  order?  home, 
l^y  the  last  telegraph  some  parties  wished  mo  to 
buy  certain  things  for  ihem,  and  it  is  \ery  im- 
portant to  them  tliat  I  should  have  their  oomrau- 
nications,  and  that  the  thing  should  be  done  of* 
hand  without  delay. 

3436.  For  in-^ianre,  in  the  rni?c  of  the  shipment 
of  tea  from  China  there  is  frequently  a  scarcitj 
of  freight,  and  it  would  be  a  great  advantan 
with  regard  to  Chines^c  ("omnicrrc.  if  thpy  (tmi 
telegraph  to  the  jiorts  in  Australia  that  Uiey  were 
m  want  of  tonnage  ? — Yes.  There  is  another 
very  important  point  also  with  regard  to  tele> 
graphic  communication,  von  would  be  ensUedto 
(  rici  t  your  insiinuituv^  with  .■^afety.  which  you  are 
not  now  able  to  do  without,  pcrha|>s,  paying  some 
extraordinary  premium  for  it,  becanse  yoa  do 
not  know  where  your  property  is  going  to. 

3437.  And  the  cliurge  for  iusurance  forms  a 
very  important  item,  does  it  not,  in  the  cost  of  I 
cargo  im]M)rted  ? — Yc«,  in  ship  and  cargo, 

3438.  As  far  as  your  experience  goes,  bcinf 
largely  connected  with  the  etuninerce  of  An*- 
traiia,  is  it  your  impression  that  the  dificrent 
Colonies  are  very  denrons  of  establisbinf  Ais 
telegraphic  roiimmnication  with  tlic  inoflic  rrrmn- 
try '{ — I  think  so.  Besides  that  1  c»msidf r  that 
^e  emolmnent  arising  from  telegraphs  votild 
amount  to  a  very  l.irfrr  mm.  Por  in-tiUT^r.  thf 
least  telegram  that  you  t-eiid  to  Galie  you  h:i\e  to 
pay  '>  I.  lor. 

3439.  Is  the  telegraphic  communicatiun  >t 
present  existing  to  Rangoon,  exteneively  n.*«ll«y 
the  Australian  mereliani'j  V- — Yes,  very  ivmrl;  in- 
deed; because  they  have  got  commuuicatiuoi 
with  Calcutta  by  way  of  GaUe,  and  from  Aence 
by  steam  to  the  rolonic?. 

3440.  Mr,  Marsh.']  bupposing  that  from  Syd- 
ney we  paid  as  much  as  ISL  or  S02.foratele> 
graphic  communication,  I  presume  no  one  wmlH 
grudge  that  in  consideration  of  the  great  a^vaa* 
tagcs  which  they  would  gain  ?— £.  1.)  or  20  ?.  b 
laiher  a  iaige  sum,  and  yoa  would  look  at  jt 
before  jtn  took  it  oat  ef  your  podcet,  but  ia 
auuiy  caaea  of  ooiurse  yoa  woidd  pay  it 
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Mr.  liEwiB  Wells,  called  in ;  and  Examined. 


VA\.  Ch(iirniav~\  Toi"  are  in  the  fniplny,  aro 
vn  not,  of  the  I'ek^i^  Gtmstructioa  and 
lUiiteniiM  Company  ? — ^reaii 

3442.  I  believe  your  company  have  recently 
iwued  a  public  liuiice  saying  that  you  will  re- 
ceive messages  for  trangmimon  to  Egypt,  and 
fn>m  Egypt  :iud  Dtarbekir,  the  aaaia  liiM  to 
India? — \\  c  Lave. 

3443.  Have  you  found  any  difficulty  in  carry- 
inf  oat  that  intention  ^ — At  first,  when  weiaaued 
ifae  ootioe,  very  few  meseagca  were  sent,  but 
when  lilt'  (lirt'ct  route  was  interriijitrd,  or  wlieii 
Tety  great  dclaye  took  place,  wc  began  to  have 
a  great  many  mcMBges,  and  tlioee  meseagea  were 
jent  in  very  ^ood  time  ;  tlu  y  fjot  throngh,  I  be- 
lieve, to  India  in  ahout  two  or  three  days.  Sud- 
denly, without  any  [ircviout^  intunataoo,  we  had 
»  notice  tlmt  the  Turkish  Government,  to  our 
oScer  at  Gaza,  to  refuse  those  messages,  and  all 
tSw  ttlcgrame  that  have  been  sent  up  to  that 
tine  were  stopped ;  altogether,  I  believe,  some- 

like  14  or  15  messages  were  detidned  in 
tbat  way  before  we  could  give  notice  of  tliis 
lefusal  on  the  part  of  the  Turkish  Government 
to  take  mcsaagcs. 

3444.  Then  voii  do  not  receive  tliem  now  ? — 
Xii;  we  wort"  coinjielled  to  idtiue  a  notice  to  Htop 
tiiem.  We  inforiiud  all  the  administratioilB  that 
(key  could  no  longer  be  taken  that  way. 

3445.  Have  you  received  any  mcssagca  from 
India  ly  that  route? — A  few,  but  not  many} 
tbey  came  through  in  about  three  ^Isys. 

iMS.  Did  the  TurUsh  authorities  assign  any 
reawn  for  declining  to  take  them  ? — Tliey  f^avc 

aa  excuse  that  mey  were  not  prepared  for  the 
wrvice ;  but  they  accept  messages  that  emanate 
in  Egypt,  that  are  ;tetii'in',-  -^••nt  fp'i!)  Egypt, 
•Ithougii  they  wiii  ii(3t  take  metisaj^ea  from 
European  stations. 

3447.  Thejr  will  receive  meassees  of  Egyptian 
origin  or  destination? — Yes,  of  Egyptian  origin 
|>r  of  Enryptian  Je^tliiatlon.  The  public  even  in 
EnglaDd  could  get  their  mewages  through  to 
India  bv  tibat  wa^  if  ^hey  hm  an  agent  in 
Alexandria  «r  Gsm  who  wonld  re^rect  the 
messages. 

3448.  That  involves  agency,  and  agency  in- 
voItss,  does  it  not.  coafionice  and  expense  7— 

0.43. 


Quite  80.  Our  ovvn  numager  would  reoeive  me^  Mr. 
sagea  thus  addressed.  X.  ff'slbi 

3449.  Witiioutcfaaive? — Yes,  witiiont  diarge, 

and  Hcnd  them  on.     ne  have  ad(1re>>i  d  a  com-    17  July 
plaint  to  the  Foreign  Office,  and  they  hare  i^iSQ, 
referred  tiie  matter  to  tlie  AjnbassBdor  at  Con- 
Stantino}>le. 

3450.  Do  you  apprehend  that  there  will  be 
any  difficulty  in  working  that  line  with  snti^fac- 
tion  to  tiie  pnblie  if  it  were  brought  within  the 
terms  of  ine  TuAish  Convention  ? — It  would 
always  Ite  suTijeet  to  ilel:iyp,  because  \\  e  find 
that,  in  the  case  of  the  messages  that  have 
been  sent,  they  haTe  been  detained  two  days 
pometimcs,  in  coni-c(|tience\Tf  «onie  interruption 
on  the  land  llne^.  The  land  lines  in  Egypt  are 
always  liable  to  interruption. 

3451.  Can  you  describe  exnefly  the  rnnr«c  of 
that  line  after  leaving  Gaza  V— Alter  leaving 
Gnza  it  would  go  past  Aleppo  to  Diarfakir,  and 
at  Diarbekir  it  joms  the  durect  Toute  on  to  the 
month  of  tiie  Pendan  Gulf,  that  is,  as  fhr  as  I 
know.  We  hand  the  mo8^a;:i;c  over  to  the 
Egyptian  Government  at  Cairo,  and  they  take 
it  forward. 

SC;'?.  Sir  Jfiiirif  RawUnsori .~\  Po  you  know 
how  many  wires  there  arc  on  that  line? — Ho,  we 
have  no  iiafoimation;  we  do  not  know  the  detaSs 
at  all. 

3453.  Sir  Clnuks  Biujht.']  Did  the  Turkish 
GoTemmc3it  <i;tve  any  rcatson  for  declining  to  take 
messages  from  El  Alrish  ? — Thej  said  that  they 
were  not  prepared  for  the  service,  although  our 
manager  liau  arranged  with  the  Egy])tlan  ma- 
nager, Mr.  George,  to  take  those  messages ;  but 
the  Turkish  authorities  of  eourse  over-ride  the 
Egyptian,  so  that  they  refused  to  send  them. 

3454.  It  is  the  fact,  is  it  not,  tbat  they  would 
not  get  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  charge 
That  16  90. 

3455.  That  i"  to  fay,  they  would  lot^o  ahout 
tlic  equivalent  to  the  charge  between  C^im^tuuti- 

nople  Old  Belgnide?— -That,  I  think,  is  tfae  real 

reason. 

3456.  Sir  Henry  Ratclinaon.']  Still  they  have 
only  one  wire}  hut  on  the  other  line  they  haTe 
three  ?— I  wat  not  aware  of  that. 

6b2  3157.  From 
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Mr.  34.^7.  From  Constantinople  to  I)!ar1)ekir  they 

IttW^U**    hii\Q  three;  so  iluit  ihat  umkes  R  vast  di^orcnce 
a*  to  tlio  capacity  of  the  line? — It  would,  cer- 
^  7g^^'y     tuBly ;  but  tbb  route  is  more  e:^^Te  tban  the 

liieiiteiiaiit  Colonel  Fudekic  Jobn 

Lieut.  Cul.       3458.  Chairman.^  "What  is  your  otiicialjputei- 
F.  J.       tion  in  connection  with  the  telegraph? — I  ftin 
GoUbnMU    now  Superintendent  of  the  Indo-European  Tclc- 
' '         graph  ;  that  is  the  title  by  which  I  was  gazetted. 

3459.  How  1(^11^  have  you  been  in  England?'— 
Very  nearfy  a  month. 

8460.  When  did  yon  leave  In^f— I  left 
Bombay  on  the  24th  of  May. 

3461.  Yon  came  by  wny  of  Erfvpt,  I  jn  esume? 
—Yes. 

3462.  When  ili.l  you  lust  vir-it  Tor^ia?— I  left 
Teheran,  in  Persia,  uhout  the  4th  of  December, 
and  I  was  in  Persia  al)out  two  montha  after  that, 
travelling  through  the  country. 

3463.  You  proceeded,  did  you  not,  by  way  of 
Yezd  to  Cbo\ibar,  en  tlnj  Mclciaii  coast? — Yof^. 

3464.  What  was  the  object  with  which  that 
jonmey  w««  undertaken? — At  the  end  of  1861, 
iiioro  \hun  f  mr  years  ao'is  I  left  TCurraoliee  to 
inspect  tiie  line  of  coa*it  up  to  Gwiidur,  with  the 
intention  of  ])roceeding  on  to  Bunder  Abbas,  to 
arrange  with  the  chiefs  of  the  coast  about  a  land 
line  from  Kurrachce  to  Bunder  Abban,  under 
tin;  cnh  r«  of  the  Government  of  Bombay ;  and 
when  I  had  amved  about  200  miles  weat  of 
K^nrrachee,  at  a  place  called  Onnara,  I  received 
an  hitiiuatiou  fioin  the  Government  that  I  waa 
not  to  go  beyond  Gwadur,  as  it  was  possible  there 
might  be  some  political   diffieulties  beyond 
Gwailur,  and  that  I  M'as  to  return  from  Gwatlur 
to  Kurrachce  instead  of  goin;?  on  to  Bunder 
Abbas;  bat  the  idea  has  ne\  er  heun  abandoned 
of  having  a  land  line  carried  along  the  coast  tlie 
whole  way  to  Bunder  Abbas  from  Kurrachce; 
and,  although  I  came  back  then,  further  inquiries 
were  made  upon  the  subject  two  years  afterwards ; 
and  in  1863  I  was  sent  by  the  Bombay  Govem- 
incnt  to  make  inquiries  on  the  coast,  and  (o  ascer- 
tain as  well  aa  I  could  what  was  the  real  condition 
of  the  people  and  petty  chiefs  between  Gwadur 
and  Bunih  r  Alilias.    Tlie  line  from  Gwadur  to 
Kurrachce  had  been  put  up  in  the  meantime,  but 
beyond  Gwadur  we  nad  nothing.    I  carried  out 
my  instructions  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  called 
in  at  Chonbar  Ghrettor,  and  some  other  places, 
and  ina^lc  several  rc])orts  to  the  Govcrnnient  in 
the  J^olitical  Department  upon  the  sub^ject  of 
inquiry.     I  was  not  then  connected  with  the 
tclepra|ili:  but  at  the  hciT^inning  of  IBfrl,  when 
Colonel  Stewart  had  come  out  to  lay  the  cable 
in  the  Persian  QviH,  I  leoeived  instructions  from 
the  Bombay  Government  to  go  with  him  up  to 
Bagdad,  or  anywhere  else  that  he  wished ;  .lud 
from  T?a!i;(lad  I  received  instructions  to  go  on  to 
Constantinople  to  inspect  the  Turkish  Asiatio  line 
of  telegraph.   Colonel  Stewart  had  intended  to 
in9j)cct  thi!<  line  himself,  but  was  prevented  doing 
SO  owing  to  otlier  duties,  and  the  necessity  of  his 
xetnm  to  Bombay.    I  afterwards  joined  Colonel 
Stewart  at  Constantinople,  and  he  wli^hed  me  to 
come  o]i  to  London  to  see  the  Persian  Minister 
here  with  reference  tO  some  disputed  ground  at 
EHidnikio.    There  was  a  dispute  about  the  Per- 
sian line  of  telegraph,  and  other  matters,  which 

1  ]  I  t  th  1  bccnaet  np^  between  the  Pereians 
and  the  Turks. 


direet  Kmte,'%e  Malta  and  Alexati^a  route  ■  it 
is  If.  12.?.  dearer,  therefore  it  would  only  be'l» 
alternative  line,  to  be  used  when  the  otben  vers 
not  wnleing. 

GoLDflMis,  called  in';  and  Ezammed. 

3\65.  Do  you  consider  it  necessary  when  the 
telegraph  communication  with  Inma  is  filly 
developed,  or  even  with  reference  to  the  aiar^uat 
of  tratlic  uow  pa-ssing  over  it,  that  there  should 
be  a  second  method  of  communication  betwcea 
Bagdad,  for  instance,  and  India  so  as  to  be  i^r- 
fectly  safe  with  regard  to  the  dangers  which  ute 
attciulaui  upon  the  submariuc  cabfe  at  all  times? 
— I  do  not  think  that  this  is  absolutely  ncccsear; 
for  die  small  section  between  Bagdad  nod 
Bushirc ;  but,  I  tlunk,  now  that  the  alternative 
Persian  line  has  been  completed,  we  have  ob- 
tained a  very  good  link  witn  the  Bnssian  tde- 
gra))h,  which  we  should  not  have  had  undor 
other  circumstuucea,  because  we  have  a  junctiuu 
with  the  Bussiau  lines  at  Teheran,  owing  to  thiA 
alternative  Pertsian  line. 

3466.  Looking  to  that  line  down  the  Persia'^ 
Gulf,  is  there  not  a  OMtwn  degree  of  risk  attand> 

ing  the  reliance  upon  one  line  only,  and  that  s 
submarine  line  ? — Yes ;  I  tliink  so. 

3467.  If  it  were  considered  necesBary  to 

double  the  communication  between  Fao  and 
Kurrachce,  what  suggestion  would  you  make  to 
carry  out  that  object  ? — We  have  a  double  cf»ni' 
munication  from  Fao  to  Bushire,  also  from  Kur- 
rachee  to  Gwadur  ;  and  I  should  certainly  suggest 
that  a  land  line  be  made  connecting  Gwadur  with 
some  point  of  the  Teheran  to  Bushire  line,  so 
as  to  form  an  alt«mative  fieam  Budiire  t» 
Gwadur. 

3468.  Excepting  the  line  from  Kurrachce  to 
Gwadur,  as  being  an  alternative  to  that  esfont, 
would  you  prop  'se  tliat  the  line  should  tlun  he 
submarine  to  Buuder  Abbas>  or  that  it  sbuuld 
follow  tiie  coast  u»  to  Binder  AbtnM?— Hie 
coast  lincj  I  shottM  liusk,  would  be  miidi 
better. 

34G9.  Are  there  no  physieal  difficulties  in  that 
Ihic  ? — Xot  that  I  am  aware  of.  From  all  that  1 
have  sceu,  and  I  have  i-een  a  very  great  part  of 
the  coast  from  Gwadur  to  Bunder  Abbas^diBe 
is  no  particular  difficulty;  certainly  none  com- 

Sared  with  the  difficulties  between  Gwadtir  and 
[nrrachce. 

3470.  A  considerable  part  of  the  coast  is  held, 
is  it  not,  under  a  sort  of  lease,  by  the  Tmrnum  of 
Muscat  from  the  Persian  GovcrnnMHit?— Yss; 
but  that  lease  is  about  to  expire. 

3471.  Will  it  then  &U  back  into  the  hands  of 
the  Persian  Government? — That  dcjjcnds  upon 
circumstances.  The  Persians  may  lease  it  again, 
but  there  is  sonu?  difhculty  at  Muscat ;  I  am  not 
quite  sure  whether  it  would  be  leased  to  the 
present  Imanm  in  tiie  same  way  as  it  was  to  h» 
predecessor. 

3472.  la  the  boundary  between  Persia  and 
Beloodiisten  aeeurately  defined  ?->-No,  not  at 

all;  on  the  ii?ual  maps  that  we  haTC,  nothlni; 
like  it  ;  it  is  very  much  to  the  eastward  of  whai 
it  is  now  on  almost  all  tb)  maps. 

3473.  May  not  some  political  difficulties  be 
found  to  be  encountered  in  carrying  a  line  along 
til  f  1st  ? — 1  do  not  think  so  ;  the  m.ain  object  of 
my  journey  waa  to  ascertain  what  political  difficol- 

ties 
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lic'j  there  wonlil  be,  ami  T  do  not  think  there  are 
tajr  that  could  not  be  overcooie  by  fiuaple  uego- 
lirtiaD  widi  th«  Conrt  of  Perd«,  at  TcAenm.  . 

3474.  The  Committee  may  therefore  assume 
ita*  your  (ipimon  that  there  would  be  uo  diffi- 
odtr  in  carrying  a  land  Hue  on  from  Gwadur  to 
Ein'lor  Abbas/— I  thiak  there  would  ]!)e  no 

liificLiity.  ■  '  " 

^75.  From  Bushire  would  jou  go  along  the 
ibre  of  the  Peruan  or  would  jou  'go 

wirtliirRrd  by  Ihe  route  by  which  it  comes  down 

fji  ii  T-pahan  ? — I  should  go  to  the  nm  th  inland, 
from  Bunder  Abbas,  and  joia  at  Ispahan. 

3476.  Tliat  was  a  part  of  the  route  tluit  you 
avl  Major  Smith  took,  was  it  not? — ^YeSy  he  and 
I  were  together. 

3477.  But  after  you  parted  company,  he  came 
down  to  Bunder  Al  ibas  ? — After  he  and  I  parted 
company,  I  went  into  Beloochistan. 

S478.  Did  he  report  any  physical  difficulties 
on  tbat  part  of  the  route  ? — Yes,  be  considered 
tint  tint  route  waa  a  difficult  one,  but  he  was  of 
opinion  from  all  he  hrrn  d  tliat  there  was  a  route 
» iitde  to  the  westward  of  it,  which  was  much 
lietter,  and  he  has  been  written  to  widi  reftrcnee 
t'  n  FfH-ond  fiirvcy  of  flic  hit  helAvecn  Kirman 
&Dti  liuiuler  Abbas,  cither  by  Jumsclf  or  by 
Lieutenant  St.  iToh.B»triioia  employed  with  him, 
gr  Lieutenant  Pieraon,  or  any  available  officer. 

St79.  Shonld  it  be  possible  or  desirable  to 
brinj:  the  line  from  Kinnaii  down  to  Choubar, 
k  way  of  Bampur? — I  think  it  would  be  poa- 
nk^tat  it  is  a  very  difficult  country,  and  there 
is  a  jrreat  want  of  writer. 

Kirman  is  itself  a  considerable  city,  is 
itnot?~Ycd,  it  is. 

3481.  Witli  a  larjie  trad,e? — Wifii  a  tolerably 
large  trade ;  not  «o  much  as  Yczd,  but  it  is  a 
Urge  town. 

3482.  The  country  between  Kirman  and  Yezd 
ii  not  a  difficult  country,  is  it?— No,  not  at 

ill  60 ;  at  thl?  present  iiiomcMt  a  carinago 
night  be  driven  the  whole  way  from  Kinnan  to 
TmL 

34''3.  Praciirally,  from  Ispahan  down  to  Bun- 
dtr  Abbas,  there  would  be  no  physical  diiiiotilty  of 
a^eonaequenee  to  be  surmounted? — No,  none 
♦hatcver  from  lBi)aliaii  to  Kirman;  but  from 
£inuan  to  Bunder  Abbas  there  is  a  doubt  about 
l^cfa  would  be  tiie  correct  route  to  go ;  there 
arc  two  routes,  one  used  in  tlie  winter,  and  one 
in  the  summer ;  we  were  there  in  the  winter, 
and  took  the  winter  route,  but  the  summer  route 
ii  oonddered  a  better  one  for  the  telegraph;  that 
note  has  not  yet  been  looked  into;  but  I  have 
E  'doulit  that,  on  minuteriaqteclmii, a pxicticaUe 
mate  would  be  found. 

S484.  In  addition  to  serving  our  own  purposes* 
5.  .  niild  rrct  a  Huc  constTucted  with  the  aid  of 
tk  Persiau  GoTemment,  we  should  be  serving 
flor  own  purposes  of  internal  oonuttmdeaiitmF — 
Vfr,'  luucii  indeed.  We  should,  perhaps,  be 
Irving  their  subjects  even  better  than  tiieir 
government,  because  there  is  a  very  large  mer- 
(*ntile  community  at  Yr:^fl,  who  are  very  much 
interested  in  it;  I  am  oiraid  that  the  government 
vonld  not  be  BO  mneh  interested  as  tba  Yeid 
merchants. 

^B5.  Of  what  dasaea  does  the  mercantile 
MBnuity  of  Xezd  and  also  of  Kirman  consist? 
—There  are  a  great  rriany  Persian  merchants, 
■ttn  of  respectability  aud  oif  tolerable  wealth,  but 
t^t^rc  are  also  PnMoa  to  ft  -very  laise  extent; 

0.43.  * 


348f>.  Are  they  what  arc  called  Persian  Pur-    Lieut.  CoL 
sees,  aa  couti-a-Jidtiuguished  from  the  Bombay       T.  J. 
Parsees  f — Simply,  ibelieVe,  tnm  didr  lestding  OMmUi 

in  Persia,  nototheru  lse ;  I  imagine  that  they  would   

be  just  the  same  as  the  Bonibay  Parsees;  tliey  ''^o'jJSj^ 
dress  a  little  difibrently,  but  I  fancy  tliey  are  ••o* 
just  tlie  game  except  from  tln'  difference  of  resi- 
dence, and  their  tailing  into  the  customs  around 
them,  and  keeping  up  the  eustoras  of  the 
country^  ■• 

S487.  There  are  a  good  many  Jews,  are  there 

not? — There  are  a  jrood  many  Jews;  I  do  not 

know  that  the  Jews  are  wealthy,  but  there.  f»<} 
a  good  many  there. 

3488.  In  fart,  there  is  a  consideiftble  commer- 
cial population  ? — Yes,  there  is  ;  there  arc  about 
1,000  or  1,500  Jews,  aud  about  5,000  Parseet}. 

3489.  Besitlea  gaining  the  advantages  which 
you  have  referred  to,  you  would  gain  this  other 
advantage,  that  the  communication  between  India 
and  Peisia  would,  by  that  route,  be  far  hetjter 
dian  the  oommunication  by  way  of  Buehire  and 
Shlraz? — I  think  it  would  be  very  much  better; 
Cohmel  Stewart  was  idways  of  opinion  that  if  we 
had  a  line  brought  on  by  the  coast  to  Bunder 
Ablta?,  we  ought  to  join  ratlier  at  Sliiraz  than  at 
Bushire,  because  the  eountry  between  .Siiiraz 
and  Bushire  is  a  difficult  country  for  the  tclc- 
ffraph,  and  it  has  often  failed  us,  owing  to  the 
diffieulties  in  bad  weather;  it  is  a  very  motm» 
tainoua  country. 

3490.  Is  it  subject  to  suow  storms  1 — Yes ;  and 
this  year  ihe  line  has  fiuled  us  a  good. deal  be- 
tween  Ispahan  and  Shira?:  al^o. 

3491.  fherefore,  on  the  whule,  you  tliiuk  that 
it  would  be  better  to  bring  the  line  down  by  Bun- 
der Abbas  and  Yezd  ? — I  think  it  would  be  better 
to  have  an  uitiirnative  to  that  section  of  the  Per- 
uan line  between  Ispahan  and  Bushire. 

3492.  According  to  your  iolbrmatiun,  bow  doea 
the  Persian  line  generally  work  now ;  I  mean  the 
line  from  Bagdad  to  Teheran  and  down  to  Ispa- 
han?— ^Frum  Teheran  to  Bushire  i^  all  that  I 
kaow  of  very  reet  ntly  ;  I  had  a  telegram  about 
10  dn-  ■  rtc'  •  from  Teheran,  payin<r  that,  with 
oecasiuijal  interruptions,  the  line  was  working 
well  from  Teheran  to  Bushire,  but  I  have  not 
heard  of  the  line  from  Teheran  to  Kirmanahah 
lately.  We  are  now  working  under  ooufliderable 
difficulty,  l)i'caiL-e  we  have  but  one  wire,  and  the 
posts  have  been  requiring  a  change  for  some 
time.  These  we  are  graduaUy  procuring  from 
the  Persian  authorities ;  hut  active  measures  have 
been,  more ,  or  less,  deferred,  owing  to  the  pro- 
posed setting  np  of  a  second  Mire  in  the  autumn 
of  this  year,  agreeably  io  the  terms  of  our  lately 
ratified  convention. 

34fj3.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  line  be- 
tween Teheran  and  Tabreez  2 — I  have  seen  it  as 
&r  as  Kasbin,  about  80  miles  from  Teheran,  and 
I  have  (icen  the  whole  line  to  Roshd,  about  200 
miles  from  Tehcrau,  which  p<u3.sc:i  through  Kasbin, 
and  is,  so  far,  a  part  of  the  Tabreez  line.  That 
i^  luit  in  very  good  order;  it  ia  very  seldooi» 
indeed,  in  good  order. 

3494.  The  Committee  have  had  evidence 
before  them,  to  the  effect  that  one  of  the  chief 
reaatnu  why  the  Bnerian  system  has  worked  so 
badly,  has  been  the  imperfect  communication 
between  Teheran  and  Tabreez;  ia  that  consistent 
with  your  knowledge?— Yes;  that  is  the  great 
reason. 

3495.  Does  that  arise  from  natural  circum- 
stmeee?— I  iMnk  it  ariMa  Iran  the  want  of 
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proper  supervision  of  tlmt  line;  thut  line  is 
neither  in  the  buds  of  the  KnglWih  Bior«f  the 
Kueeinna. 

3496.  It  is  an  independent  Persian  line? — It 
u  M  imdependeut  Persian  line,  and  thev  pot  in 
just  whoerer  thev  pleai»e ;  it  is  just  inist  the^" 
wanted  to  do  with  the  whole  of  our  line  ;  tin  y 
wanted  us  to  go,  and  to  take  the  whok  of  the 
liB6  into  tiwir  own  hands ;  that  u  the  diffieiilt  v 
that  we  ]»Te  had  in  th«  lurt  ooavention  mut 
Persia, 

3497.  Do  thej  want  to  oust  our  administraticn 
altogether  from  Persia? — Thev  aay  that  they  are 
fully  capable  of  carrj'ing  on  tie  line  themselves, 
and  that  they  would  much  rather  do  it  them- 
eelves ;  but  after  being  talked  to  for  some  time» 
lliey  gftve  in  nd  aUoiredni  to  keep  an  establiab- 
ment  of  50  EngluhflMn  in  Penia»  fiw  the  next 
five  yean. 

3498.  Do  you  not  apprehend  that  if  the 
management  of  the  line  \vent  into  the  hand^  of 
the  Persian  Government,  it  would,  to  a  great 
extent,  fiuetrate  the  object  you  have  iu  view,  in 
making  a  good  alternative  line  5* — Entirely  eo  at 
prepent,  but  we  hone  that  at  the  end  of  five 
years  they  will  be  able  to  take  charge  of  it,  and 
I  think  it  is  ver^  likely  they  will,  ae  they  are 
■nfficienily  intel1i|fent  to  make  rajnd  improTe^ 
ment. 

3499.  Have  )ou  auy  inlomiatiou  to  give  the 
Committee  with  regard  to  the  worknig  of  tbe 
Persian  Gulf  Line? — I  have  an  extract  from  ati 
Indian  paper,  which  I  can  hand  to  the  Coiuniiltcu, 

3500.  1  mean  a*  ti>  tlie  general  working  of  it 
beyond  what  the  Conunittee  have  already  been 
told^From  what  I  know  cf  the  Persian  On]f 

Line  for  tlie  last  vear,  flu;  culilf  has  lu'cii  work- 
ing very  well  without  interruption;  I  am  nut 
awan  of  anj  interraption  for  a  jear;  it  is  about 
a  year,  I  think,  ainoe  the  laat  repain  were  made 
in  the  cable. 

S0O1.  As  a  link  in  the  communicfliion  lu^tween 
this  country  and  India,  I  may  gather  it  to  be 
your  opinion  that  no  blame  is  to  be  attached  to 
the  administration  of  that  part  of  it  which  is  in 
English  hands  between  Fao  and  Korrachee?'— 
None  wbaterer.    Intemrption  to  the  cable  work- 

iliff,  owliifi  (o  nccidciit,  has  ocrurrcil  »i>\i\v  fi\e 
tiuies ;  but  there  was  no  blame  whatever  to  be 
attached  to  the  a^ninistration,  quite  the  contrary. 

3502.  We  have  accoimts  of  the  results  of  the 
working  of  it,  down  to  the  end  of  December; 
have  you  any  later  informatioai  ? — I  have  an 
extract  here  from  an  Indian  paper  (hmtding  in 
the  simw)  which  has  been  certinea  as  oocroct,  by 
Mr.  Waltoii,  the  director  of  the  Goaat  Uaej  and  he 
says  that  it  is  his  own  return. 

3503.  The  figures  ne  Mr.  Walton's;  Is  the 
language  hi^  al.-o? — No:  I  rhoul'l  say  that  the 
langunf^c  is  that  nf  a  iicwt>j*ttper  article,  ln  uause 
it  t-a\  ^  tluit  tliL-  -tutcnient  showing  the  working 
Oi  tin-  section  ]ia8  bci'ii  ))u]ilis]HMl.  and,  there- 
fore, i  should  say  that  it  is  au  extract  irom  tl^o 
Statement  ^  Mr.  Walton. 

IThe J'oUowmj  Statemmt  uas  delimrfd  in  ;] 

INr)O-EUB0PE.\X    1  ELE(riiAl'U. 

The  Statement  showing  tlie  wurking  of  the  Mekran  sec- 
tion of  the  European  Teltgiaph  (the  portion  under 
the  control  ot  the  Uritith  Governiatat)  MS  now  been  pub- 
liibed  up  to  the  end  of  April.  From  it  w«  learn  that  the 
aonber  of  messages  and  the  nvssns  daring  the  latter 
daring  aay  eas  mnth  sioBs  the 
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7be  UowMctiaitd  in  ths  tranemiiaioB  of  mewtga  fna 
Grat  Britain  to  KamdiM  daring  the  tsow  periud  mi  u 
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l-'roiii  this  Statement  it  uppeara  that  a  (rreat  tmprorenent 
took  jilai'i  in  the  workin„-  uver  tho  Turkish  liuH«  durini 
April  as  compared  with  March,  altliougli  the  time  occapi«d 
b  still  in  excess  of  the  average  daring  Fehruan'.  Tiiij  it 
probnhly  accounted  for  hy  the  much  larger  nunilxr  of  m»- 
sages  during  April.  The  Rpsaian  linea  appear  to  ha  ttcadilj 
improving;,  but  still  fall  very  short  of  tiie  point  which  *mU 
justify  tins  route  being  employed.  A  serious  ouMbb  Id 
these  returns  is  a  statement  of  the  number  of  mcssacesMiit 
nspectivrly  by  the  Rnarion  and  Torkish  routes,  and  which 
wm  trmt  will,  if  posribls,  bs  given  for  each  month  of  tlit 
yssr  whan  the  neat  wtom  k  bnied. 

TbatiDMeteeoledin  tha  tmnmiaioB  of  iiiM««g«8liitvam 
Kuitaelwe  aad  Fao  wai  as  fbHom : — 
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The  April  retunis  for  this  section  of  the  line  are  not  y«t 
pnUUMd. 

8004.  It  appears  from  that  ataitiemeirt  tfiil 

the  whole  (if  tiio  traffic  conveyed  <ncr  the  line 
(luring  the  lour  mouths  iu  question  earned  a  sum 
ot  34,590/.  10a.  as  ihe  Fecstaa  ahare  alone?— 

Ycp. 

3o(),5.  The  udditiun  of  thuoc  messageb  * 
Ui,!<'Jo  ? — Yc8. 

And  the  Bum  earned  ia,  oonvertiog 
mpeea  into  pounds,  S4,590 1 10  «.  t — Tee. 

:io07.  Tliat  i.H  at  the  nifc  of  pretty  nearly 
105,000/.  per  annum  J* — Yea,  that  would  lie 
ouureoL 

3508.  Have  you  any  accotint  of  tlic  ci^-t  of 
that  line  ? — I  have  no  correct  account ;  but  I 
could,  in  communication  with  SirCharics  Bc^ht^ 
get  the  whole  cost  of  the  cable.  ' 

3509.  I  mean,  you  have  no  information  M 
the  amount  in  which  tlic  Persian  liiu;  standn  on 
the  booke  of  the  Govenuuent  ? — Ho,  I  have  no 
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nmct  information;  but  I  could  give  the  cost  of 
ibe  establishment. 

3510.  One  witno?^!  tcld  n>  that  flint  rould  only 
be  obtained  in  Bombay;  i»  that  correct? — I 
ihould  !<ay,  in  n>und  figures,  that  th«  <S06t  of  the 
c!tabli»hu)ent  is  nliout  30,000  /.  a  year ;  tliat  is 
to  ay,  the  working  estabIi!<hinont. 

Jjll.  Sir  Charles  BriffhtJ]  Does  that  include 
the  cMt  of  the  steamer  ^  Amber  Witch"? — 
ijo  not  mo  the  etesmer  mentioned  in  the  aoconnt  i 
I  If  T  1i  ivo  Tcrv  little  douht,  after  ri* trenching 
vbt  is  extra  In  tlmt  ciitabliishment,  we  could 
Irio^  it  easily  down  to  .'iO,000JL  a  year. 

3512.  ChairmnH-l  Have  you  i?uffieient  expc- 
lience  to  enable  you  to  say  what  \»  the  ^um 
flueh  ought  to  bo  Bct  n^ide  annually  for  what 
we  may  call  the  refections  of  the  line  ? — I  do 
B<(t  think  I  <M>nld  eay  exactly  ;  I  have  been  .so 
much  away  in  oth<  r  juirt-,  and  almost  upon  other 
dnt]r,alih  ::gb  I  have  beea  the  eupermteadeut 
of  telegraph,  that  I  h«Te  been  out  of  the 
wayftr  iuojil!:r-  of  i  jcaralning  its  "nf  rk  in  di  tnU; 
but  I  might  oaiiily  ascertain  it  u^ou  looking  over 
tlw  data  which  I  ha\  c  on  the  subject,  and  in 
cr.inninirition  with  oIIutp. 

Jjl.i.  ILive  you  any  ;u;cuujit  ol'  tliu  cost  of 
tie  construction  of  the  Persian  lince? — Yes;  I 
iaxk.  I  could  tell  pretty  well,  xoughly,  the  coat 
.(f  Ibdr  constrnetlon,  beoause  those  are  esthriates 
»hlch  I  made  when  T  was  l:i  I'ci.-iu.  The  I  ii'. 
exjieate  already  incurred  upon  that  line  in 
Persia  is,  in  round  figure.<4,  about  S5,000  ;  I 
thlak  that  is  1i'h'r;iI)Iy  near  to  the  amount;  the 
Pcrsi-inx  have  paid  out  of  that  12,000  L 

3514.  For  which  line?*«The  Pernan  line, 
irom  Khrmikin  to  Bushire. 

SSl.j.  Doea  that  include  the  copt  of  materials 
here? — I  have  everything  down  in  that;  I  haye 
got  the  materiaU  down  at  11,000/. 

351ft.  How  many  miles  is  that? — About 
1,HX)  is  wluit  we  reckoned  the  whole  di.-tuuce 
from  KhauikLu  to  Bushirc ;  and  I  have  only  got 
4>VD  for  noateriald  about  11,(X)0/.;  theu,  of 
ftiirsp,  thcrp  irf  only  oiU'  wire,  and  the  pOStS 
Kv  liiruislicd  from  tlic  country. 

3517.  Is  that  what  you  call  a  first-class  line  of 
tdqpraph  in  jp<»iit  of  construction,  as  to  inaulsi- 
fi'rai  of  the  wire,  and  every  tiling  of  that  Icind  f — 
^ : -.  I  --Iioiild  .--ay  (  i/rtaiiily  lliat  tin-  Insiiliitiou  ift 
good;  indeed,  it  is  oul^  during  the  last  severe 
•inter  dmtit  has  deteriorated  at  all. 

Tlis.  Arc-  tlio  Persian  lines  larrjfly  used  by 
tht  Uovciuiiicut  of  Persia? — Very  much  indeed 
far  local  tratlic. 

3519.  And  by  the  people  themselves? — Yes, 
tcry  much  by  the  people  tliemyelves ;  and  the 
younger  Mr.  Waltt>n,  who  is  einnloytd  in  tlie 
,f  enian  telegraphj  tells  me  that  the  mere  local 
tnfic  that  they  have  more  than  pays  iheir 
Cipeuies. 

3520.  Have  you  any  information  with  regard 
to  the  working  of  the  Kussian  system  in  connec- 
fiun  with  the  Perolan  svstem? — I  know  that 
wlitn  it  was  first  tiied  it  was  quite  a  failure ; 
the  messages  took  a  month  in  reaching  India,  but 
I  do  not  believe  the  delay  was  to  be  attributed 
so  muoli  to  the  Bnsmana  as  to  tlid  luie  between 
the  Russian  frontier  and  Teheran.  Now  the 
lUssiaae  appear  to  have  improved,  and  I  re- 
tored  a  tel  fimm  Teheran  in  three  days, 
^Ba^dnys  ago,  by  the  Rusw-Porsinn  route. 
'  3511.  It  was  stated  bv  a  Witness  to  the  Com- 
nittee,  that  messagea  iiarve  been  received  at 
Talnncex  in  IS  bouts  ftaok  Loadmi}  doea  tfutt 
>  0)43. 


strike  jou  as  being   extraordinarily  quick  ? —  Lient.  CoL 
No.  it  19  very  likely  indeed ;  I  think  many  ines-  F. 
g-i<Tpq  hnve  been  received        finickly  a-  tliat  ;  I  CMlttMtid 
could  not  give  instances,  but  I  believe  there  have 
been  messages  received  quite  as  qiwddy  as  that  ''oi^'^ 
by  the  Rus^'iau  route.  1866. 

3522.  Before  you  left  India  you  visited  Madras 
and  Calcutta,  did  you  not? — Yes. 

3622.  What  was  the  stat*:;  of  public  opinion 
there  amongst  mercantile  people,  as  to  the 
working  of  tlu'  t  1  ■L,n:ij>h  ? — I  think  they  had 
been  very  much  di.-'uppt tinted:  but  I  think  they 
were  well  witisfied  with  the  working  for  the 
preiscut  ycnr  :  i:iilc(  1.  I  am  sure  they  were. 

3524.  It  had  improved,  then? — It  had  im- 
proved A-ery  muofa. 

3i»2.'>,  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  wire 
connc'-ting  Kurrachee  and  Bomlmy? — Simply 
thill  t'liiiiplained  mucli  u?"  tliut  vv it-c  ; 

but  I  uudcr^itaad  iirom  Colonel  Kobinsou  that 
it  is  now  workinff  much  better;  I  do  not 
think  he  had  then  li.id  tlie  latest  accoimts  from 
India,  but  about  a  week  or  10  days  ago  he 
told  me  that  he  understood  it  was  working  at  five 
minute?!. 

3526.  Are  you  aware  whclLur  auy  jin  jKiratlou 
was  made  l)y  the  Indian  authorities  for  the  trans- 
mienon  from  Kurrachee,  ood  oirouktion  in 
Tndia^  of  the  messages  hrought  out  from 
Ti,ulaij^l  i.i  Kii!-ra(-li<-f  ? — I  T^uow  that  the  Yi.'iToy 
himiieU'had  taken  a  great  interest  in  the  matter, 
And  that  he  bad  ordered  no  expense  to  be  spared 
in  improving  tlir  line  VjctwoiMi  Kurrarlirf  and 
Bombav,  but  1  do  not  know  what  steps  have  !>oen 
taken  since  tlien. 

3527.  I  am  speaking  of  the  period  when  the 
line  was  first  opened  by  the  Persian  Gulf  in  the 
month  of  February  last  year  ? — i  do  not  Inuvw 
that  any  special  arran^emeaUs  had  then  been 
made ;  there  are  no  special  wires  that  I  am  aware 
of  in  India  for  u<. 

3^28.  It  appears,  fi'om  what  this  Committee 
have  heard,  ttiat  the  great  cause  of  dissatisfaction 
on  the  pr.rt  of  th«  inercantilc  community  in  Tmlia 
was  in  coii^ctiucucc  of  the  in«'jt^icicucy  ot  the 
arrangements  between  Kurrac  lin  and  Bomhay? 
— Yes ;  but  I  know  that  orders  have  been  givea  , 
for  the  improvement  of  it. 

3529.  Since  the  factn  Kccanu!  ^o  inanifcHt  ? — 
Sir  John  Lawrence  told  me  himeell'  at  Simla, 
that  those  instructions  had  be«n  given,  and  he 
asked  me  }>articularly  whether  th^  had  been 
carried  out. 

3530.  At  what  time  did  ho  make  these  states 
ments? — It  was  about  April  last. 

3531.  Fourteen  montns  after  the  line  was 
opened?- — 1  was  nipf  in  India  when  the  line  was 
opened;  I  had  been  away  from  India  for  12 
months  then. 

Zr>?,2.  Sir  aiarUs  Bright.']  Tlic  sum  which 
you  named  of  25,000 1,  for  the  Persian  line  was 
for  the  wires  and  the  insulators  and  the  supetw 
vision  only  ;  j  ou  do  ii'^t  itu  lude  posts  or  labour, 
do  you  ? — The  jM>st8  and  the  labour  arc  famished 
bv  the  Persian  Ch>vermuettt,  tad  Inbonr  is  vvrj 
cnem  in  PeBdn. 

82138.  That  sum  only  ineludea  tte  stams  sent 
ont  from  this  country,  and  the  sujiervislon  of  OUT 
officers? — 1  have  been  lookii^  over  the  figures 
4Us  momii^,  and  I  do  ml;  dtmk  I  tm  wittiilna 
in  them.  Iknt  11,0001.  doea  afpaar  «  anall 
sum. 

3534.  The  11,000/.  would  about  pay  for  thn 
wire  and  nmktocsl^TheaeoOQ&tis^fzactly  as 

B  B  4  made 
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UeaL  CoL  made  out  with  Major  Smitli,  and  irritten  by 

F.J.       mc  at  Tolieran  :   2.'5.0(>0  tomans  is,  moreover, 
Goldsinid.    Major  Chainii.iin  s  own  estimate  of  the  Persian 
expenditure  ;  ^^■e  have  spent  in  addition  about 
*7  J"'y     5,(yOf)  toniands,  and  the  cost  of  the  original  ma- 
*     •      terial  was  about  22,000  tomands.    I  got  those 
CBtimatea  upon  the  very  heat  authority,  from  the 
I  officers  who  set  up  the  line. 

3535.  Sir  Henry  BawHnson.]  With  regard  to 
the  line  between  Ispahan  and  Shiraz,  I  oelieve 
that  that  is  the  portion  of  the  Persian  line  which 
has  failcil  durinir  the  last  winter? — Yes ;  the  last 
rioter  it  has  failed. 

3536.  Canyon  tell  me  whether  the  line  follows 
what  is  eallea  the  summer  ronte  or  the  winter 
route ;  that  i-*  to  say,  docs  it  go  by  Abadeh 
or  over  the  high  plains  by  Aepas  ?  —  Not  by 

3537.  You  arc  nwarc  that  tlu'i  c  i.^  a  pliyslcal 
distinction  between  the  lines;  ihc  cliicct  or  iinn- 
merline,  is  notoriously  over  very  high,  cxjiosed 
ground,  nm\  will  always  be  subject  to  snow 
storms,  and,  in  fact,  is  impassable  in  winter?-^ 
Yes ;  but  I  do  not  tiiiiilc  the  wire  follows  that 
route. 

3^138.  There  is  a  winter  line  from  Yesdikhast 

to  Pcrsepolii^,  which  malves  a  slight  detOur,  but 
is  always  free  from  enow  ? — Yc{>. 

3539.  It  seems  to  mo  then  that  if  the  tele- 
grajdi  foUowcfl  that  winter  line,  though  tliere 
might  be  a  detour  of  some  20  uiihij,  yet  the  wire 
would  never  be  subject  to  the  same  accidents 
from  the  climate  as  on  the  dirci-t  summer  line  ? — 
Yes,  that  is  so  ;  I  am  not  quite  sure  which  line 
the  wire  follow.^.  I  think  ir  ])a.-'-<e.^  lhronL:;Ii  or 
near  Yczdikhast;  but,  il' you  will  allow  mc,  1  Avill 
read  two  or  three  lines  of  aletterfrora  Lieutenant 
St.  .Toll!!,  ahnnt  that  rcrr  line.  "The  remLs 
between  Kerman.<huh  and  IJaiimdau  and  Shiraz 
and  Abadeh  are  said  to  be  completely  inipassuble* 
and  it  is  only  by  making  long  detours  that  the 
couriers  eun  get  along.  After  a  long  interrup- 
tion wc  have  at  last  got  tlu-  line  to  Bagdad  open, 
but  the  Shiraz  line  seems  hopeless.  Seijcant 
Greig  went  ottt  from  Abadeh,  and  widi  great 
difTicultv  .T.oeeederl  in  reaching  Dchbid,  hut  from 
there  could  get  neither  backwartls  iior  forwards. 
The  villaf^ers  refused  to  take  5  krauns  a-day  to 
work  in  the  snow,  and  Greig  with  great  dilficulty 
got  back  by  Abadeh  by  a  circuitous  road." 

3540.  That  evidently  refen  to  {he  high  ram- 
mer  line?— I  tiunk  it  is  the  h^  line  through 

Abadeh. 

3541.  It  would  seem  to  he  a  line  whieh  is 

much  exposed  to  winter  storms? — Yea. 

3i42.  Wliereas  there  is  a  sheltered  road  fur- 
ther to  the  east  which  avoids  all  tlie  high  hind, 
and  which  is  followed  in  winter  by  the  caravans, 
and  if  the  telegraph  wire  ran  b^  that  line  k 
would  seem  that  all  the  great  difticulties  would 
be  avoided? — Yes.  But  I  cannot  speak  posi- 
tively of  tUs  part  of  the  country,  never  having 
been  there ;  T  proceeded  CiVJtward  from  Ispahan. 

3543.  With  r^ard  to  this  new  proposal  of  an 
alternative  land  line;  in  the  first  place,  would 

you  recommend  that  the  line  should  come  from 
Kirrnau  to  Bunder  Abbas  or  to  Choubar  or  to 
Gwadur ;  that  is,  should  it  go  direct  to  nther  of 
the  latter  points  or  should  it  tou(di  the  coast  at 
Bunder  Abbas  and  then  loilow  along  the  sliore 
to  Choubar  and  Gwadur?— I  think  that  it  should 
toueh  the  coast  at  or  near  Bunder  Abbas  and 
pads  along  the  oomL   I  went  to  Beloochistaa 


partly  with  the  intention  of  seeing  how  it  eooU 

be  carried  through  the  upper  part,  hnt  I  ddak 
it  would  be  difficult,  though  uot  iiu|K>^iblc. 

8544.  You  travdled,  did  you  not,  by  both 
routes ;  that  is  to  say,  from  Kirman  to  Bunder 
Abbas,  and  from  Kirman,  by  Bampur,  to  Cbou* 
bar? — Ko;  Major  Smith  was  with  roe.  We 
parted  at  Sabristan.  We  marched  together  to 
sabristaa,  and  then  he  went  down  to  Btindw 
Abbas,  and  I  went  on  to  Bampoor. 

3545.  Do  you  think  tliat  there  would  be  very 
threat  ditliculty  in  carrying  a  line  by  Bampoor 
from  Kinuan  to  Choubar?- — I  really  da  not  tnink 
it  is  at  all  impracticable,  but  it  would  bo  a  <:rait 
deal  more  dimcolt  than  the  other  route.  A  coast 
line  is  much  nior«  easily  got  at.  Boats 
frequently  come  in  and  bnng  stores. 

3458.  Are  you  aware  how  the  Persian  Goven. 

ment  regard.-^  the  formation  of  an  alternative  Ym 
from  IspaliiiU  to  Bunder  Abba.s? — 1  do  not  Uiiiik 
they  would  have  any  objection  to  it,  but  at  pre-  i 
sent  they  are  not  inclined  to  entertain  it.  lie  j 
Minister  far  Tartnga  AiMn  told  me  that  the 
King  wa->  not  inclined  to  entertain  it ;  he  tliou^lit 
it  was  quite  enough  having  got  through  one  coa- 
vention  for  the  present,  and  diere  was  no  seek* 
sion  tn  be  becjinninix  immediately  upon  anntliw. 
At  tlie  same  time,  they  made  no  dilKcuky  what- 
ever to  my  going  into  any  part  of  Belooduslin, 
The  Persians  gave  me  every  poshilde  assistance, 
although  they  Knew  well  what  I  was  goii^  to  | 
look  at. 

3547.  Is  there  any  dtsturbanee  or  unpleaitot  ! 
feeling  between  the  fiontier  authorities  aboitt 

Bampur? — Xo :  in  Bampur  the  Persians  seiiLi 
to  have  a  very  lirm  hold  indeed  ;  it  appears  to  be 
as  much  their  own  country  as  any  part  of  Persia. 
The  change  is  on  the  sea  side  ox  the  Mdoia 
Hills. 

3548.  Did  you  meet  with  any  difficulty  in 
coming  through  Mekran  from  Bampoor  to  the 
sea  coast? — None  whatever;  I  vra«  simply  with  ' 
one  ohl  Per.-ian  <xuide,  and  two  or  three  nf  his 
followers  i  be  had  two  or  three  followers  vith 
him,  l)ut  noflnng  like  an  escort.  I  experienecd 
no^fficulty  whatever. 

3549.  Do  the  chief:)  in  that  part  of  the  countzy 
acknowledge  the  supremacy  of  the  Khao  w 
Kelat?— Not  of  the  Khan  of  Ketatj  of  dM 
Persians. 

3550.  Do  all  the  Belooch  chiefs  between  the 
so-called  Persian  frontier  and  Choubar  ackaoir- 
ledge  the  supremacy  of  Persia? — ^Yee. 

3551.  Then  why  should  not  tho  Persian  fnB> 
tier  be  brouglit  aown  there  to  the  sea  coast?— 
That  is  what  I  think  it  will  be ;  that  idea  appears 
to  he  really  entertained  by  the  Persians.  The 
only  difficulty  I  see  with  regard  to  its  beiug  en- 
tirely Pernaa  is,  Aat  there  are  ptaoes  called 
Kassarkand  and  Geh,  where  they  are  a  little  in- 
clined to  rebel  against  the  Persian  authority. 
Gheh  is  probably  marked  on  the  map  you  hatre 
there,  I  daresay  Kassarkaud  is  not.  It  wnuld 
be  about  there  {^poiiUint/  tu  the  map),  and  juat 
round  there  the  people  arc  inclined  to  rebel 
i^aanst  the  Persian  authority.  That  was  the 
reason  why  I  could  not  gin  tluit  way.  The  Per* 
sians  would  not  allow  me  to  go  down  there. 

35j2.  Do  you  know  nnyono  who  h;i«  travelled 
direct  from  iiampur  to  Uwutlur  ? — iSot  siiiCC  the 
days  of  Grant;  he  cnxM.  up  from.  Gwttttiir  t9 
Bampur  thioudb  Geh. 

3003.  Be  ffid  not  go  to  Bampur,  did  h»h^ 
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Ym;  I  beltevA  «b  two  OoeiMKOas ;  certainly  on 
one  oc(it<ion,  becauM  one  of  the  xoutea  by  vhiich 
te  weut  to  Bam  pur  was  tlust'  h«  Ulld«d  at 
0«nttur  and  caiiu"  uj>  to  Biunj)Ur  in  this  way 
(tomy  it  upon  tlie  map);  be  camo  along  the 
ctMtbae. 

5554.  I  sliould  like  to  ask  a  few  quentions  alao 
ipnthe  portion  of  the  line  between  Teheran 
^tbe  Russian  frontier.  In  the  first  place,  is  the 
Bne  of  on^  wire  or  tivo  wires  from  Teheran  to 
Jii]i»?— I  tliink  it  ii!  a  single  wire ;  1  am  almost 
mt'AU  one  down  to  Tabriz  and  to  Jnlfa 
in. 

3555.  W«  We  bad  it  stated  in  eyidenee  that 

tkre  was  some  convention,  or  some  intention  to 
Mb  a  oouTention,  between  tite  Persian  and  the 
SmoaD  GorenunentB  with  regard  to  the  better 

*ecnritr  of  that  portion  of  the  line ;  have  you 
my  iniorniation  uj)i»n  tlmt  point? — J  have  seen 
the  convention  between  the  Fcrnans  ai|d  Iha 
Rusfianii.  I  am  not  aware  that  there  is  anrthing 
ia  tJ>e  convention  beyond  the  ordinary  niics  for 
tldttDgc  of  telegrapliic  mes'^ayoH,  juf-t  the  same 
as  b  t&  ooDTention  of  Paris  or  any  oUier  con- 
Tention.  It  u  confined  almost  entirely  to  fliat; 
"n  ;i  VI  r_v  li»r^e,  bulky  documcut ;  hui  there  is 
Dolhiag  in  it  with  regard  to  setting  up  new  wires 
or  improving  the  line;  it  is  almost  a  copy  of  the 
Convention  of  Brussels  or  the  Convention  of  I'arit*. 

3o^6.  So  tbat,  at  the  present  time,  there  no 
■ft  (€  f%ht  of  anpervision  on  the  part  of  any 
Euopean  power  over  that  portion  of  die  line?— 
Ko.aone  whatever;  I  have  often  spoken  to  the 
Euvian  Minister  about  that  line ;  he  seemed  to 
vi«li  tbat  we  would  take  charge  it}  at  least,  he 
Si  aot  teem  to  offer  any  objection  to  onr  doing  so. 

"557.  Would  it  be,  in  jrour  opinion,  [rA^ililo  to 
hna<^  that  portion  of  the  hne  within  the  operation 
of  our  EuglisL  Convention,  because,  if  so,  that 
would  rcmcciy  the  whole  difticulty  of  the  present 
Stuahon? — 1  think  it  would;  [nil  I  think  it 
vhU  faa  almost  eu^^ier,  if  it  were  not  objeetion- 
lUe  in  a  political  point  of  view*  to  let  toe  Rua- 
ans  have  it ;  it  would  give  them  no  pardetilar 
Noting  there,  they  would  nave  perhaps  two  clerks 
M  Tabriz ;  I  think  they  woula  then  be  more  in- 
{fiaed  to  poll  with  us  in  all  telegraphic  questioM; 
t'liv  would  only  ti^quire  ahout  hair-a-<Iozcn  em- 
fk^ii  altogether,  between  Julia  and  Teheran. 

Haa  there  been  any  question  of  a  sub- 
marine cable  across  the  Caspian  from  Resht  to 
Biku  or  Astrachan? — I  believe  there  has  ;  I  do 
nut  know  the  partieularn  of  it  ;  I  do  not  know 
wbo  the  promoters  were,  but  I  hoard  the  plan 
nentioned. 

.■?55*).  Are  you  aware  whether  thcro  isntprcscnt 
<&cxteni«iou  of  the  tclcgrujili  down  the  Volga  to 
Astrachan  ? — Yes,  I  saw  a  line  of  telegraph  my- 
«lf  at  Astrachan  :  I  think  it  j^'ocs  down  the  coast 
ot  the  Caspian,  or  very  near!)  down  the  coabl  of 
the  Cu^iian  to  Baku ;  it  may  run  inland  in  the 
Caucaras;  we  lost  ^ht  of  it  on  moving  down 
tteweetem  shores ;  1  understood  that  there  was 
»  communi<  :itlon  very  nearly  down  the  coast. 

3.560.  With  regard  to  the  lower  |M)rtion  of  the 
line,  you  said  that  Colonel  Stewart  was  in  iavour, 
iftlirrc  wn.<  nny  wire  from  Buodcr  AbbaS,  of  its 
turn  tion  at  8hiraz  ? — Yes. 

3561.  WiA  the  Tiew  of  avoiding  the  pames?— 
Yes. 

3562.  But  that  line  crosses  the  passes  just  as 
much  as  the  other  one? — Ves,  out  Colonel 
Stewart  thought  it  better  to  have  two  routes  i  he 
Inmrvny  USeofthoxtnite  betweanSldras  and 

043. 


Bonder  Abbas;  his  idea  was  bimply  that,  if  you 
had  an  aitemativo  wire,  from  Bonder  Abbas,  it 
was-  batter  lltat  it  should  join  al  Shiraz,  so  as  to 

give  an  alternative  to  the  difficult  line  between 
.Shiraz  and  Bushire*  Mahmoud :  Khan,  who  was 
formerly  tlic  MiaiaterherefirDmthAPen^mOknirt) 
told  me  the  otherday,  at  Teheran,  that  li-^  tlu  n  ^ht 
there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  getting  the  Persmn 
Government  to  take  one  of  oio  wires  from 
Shiraz  over  to  Bunder  Ahbfu",  or  over  to  Kir- 
man  (I  diink  he  raeutioued  Buuder  Abbas  par* 
tiLiihirly )  if  we  wished  it;  tluit  iaj  QUtaad  of 
having  the  two  to  Bushire,  to  take  one  across ;  but 
lluMk  •would  not  quite  meet  our  object ;  we  should 
like  to  have  anotlier  one  altogether. 

3563.  Are  you  aware  of.  the  preseit^  position 
of  Bunder  Ahi)a8  ;  ig  it  still  held  by  the  uunnpv 
notwithstanding?  the  revolution  in  Muscat? — The 
last  I  heard  on  leaving  India  was,  that  it  was 
^11  held  by  the  Imaum^  bpt  the  Persian  flag 
W|is  huifsted  there ;  Major  Smith  saw  the  Persian 
flag  when  he  was  there  Itefore  tlie  dieturbances 
had  taken  place  in  Muscat.  ; 

,  3564,  I  believe  the ,  Muapat  £roi|tier,  if  we 
majr  so  call  it,  does  not  extend  above  20  miles 
from  Bunder  Abba?  inland? — Probably  not;  I 
believe  it  is  quite  a  coast  possession.  I  tlunk 
Major  Smith  has  marked  in  his  map  the  sap^ 
pof-ed  frontier;  1  thlnl;  tfii-^  is  it  (^pointing  to  the 
map);  there  was  u  talk  of ,  a  whole  coast  line 
from  Bunder  Abbas  to  Bushire  formerly;  oiqo 
great  reason  for  preferring  the  upper  Lne  was 
fliat  diere  was  no  town  whatever  of  any  unport' 
unee  that  would  come  into  that  coast  line  ;  it 
would  be  mereij  an  alternative  to  our  cable^ 
whereas  the  other  way  we  AxnM  g«rt  in,  Eiint» 
and  Yezd  ;  it  would  be  a  great  political  advan- 
tage, independently  of  the  telegr^h  itself,  to 
get  in  towntf  of  tfaatdeacriptioa. 

35G5.  There  arc  a  great  many  miaW  i|dace3  on 
the  route,  like  Tuurec,  Cougoorn.  and  Linijar  ?  — 
Yes;  it  would  be  more  or  less  an  advantage 
with  respect  to  them,  but  we  know  but  little  of 
Eastern  Ferda ;  I  really  think  the  people  there 
are  very  well  disposed  to  U8 :  they  seem  much 
better  disposed  to  us  than  the  people  on  the  west 
of  Persia ;  they  have  more  oommttnication  with 
India  :  I  met  a  good  many  pe<^e  who  had  been 
to  India. 

3566.  Has  the  fcasibilitv,  or  the  advantage,  of 
a  lino  direct  across  from  Teheran,  by  Meshed,  to 
the  Punjaub,  ever  occurred  to  you  ? — Yes,  by 

one  of  tlie  pii.^scs  about  Dera  (  Jazee  Khan  ;  I 

mentioned  tbat  in  a  report  to  the  Bombay 
Government  a  short  time  ago;  T  said,  rafter 

than  abandon  that  altogether.  T  nhould  strongly 
recommend  tbat  a  line  bo  taken  ioto  tonsidera- 
tion  from  the  DdrajAt  to  Kandahar,  and  from  Kan- 
daliar  to  Herat. 

3567.  You  think  that  the  Persian  (jo\ em- 
inent would  be  glad  to  facilitate  a  line  to  Herat? 
— think  the  idea  of  our  having  a  treaty  with 
(he  A%ha]i8  would  make  ^em  wish  us  to  adopt 
a  line ;  for  rather  than  that  we  should  treat  with 
the  Afighans  about  a  line,  they  would  prefer 
that  we  should  have  the  Beluchistan  const  line; 
the  whole  time  that  I  was  at  Tiheran  the 
jealousy  of  the  Persians  was  more  with  regard  to 
the  A^hana  thsn  with  regard  to  Knssia  or  any 
other  power ;  they  appeared  to  be  very  jealous 
of  the  Affghans  and  of  our  having  anything  to 
do  with  tlirm  ;  it  struek  me  that  if  we  made  a 
proposal  for  a  line  through  Aifghaowtan,  it 
would  nflwr  inoHiie  them  to  do  aaytbiag  to 
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keep  UB  frtirii  carrying  it  out.  Such,  at  least, 
appeara  tu  mo  tu  be  the  present  feeling  »t 
ToheTBii. 

olfiS.  AImihT  tfip  Bcloochecp,  how  far  does  the 
power  or  the  influcmc*  of  Khilat  oxteml  along 
Uie  eOMt ?— There  1-  a  \<Iavc  eallcfl  Jalk  (it 
wouM  not  be  marked  on  that  inaji  1.  un  the 
high  road  to  Selstan ;  it  is  ahnost  to  tiu  north  of" 
Gwader.  If  a  line  were  drawn  thcuce  to  the  acn, 
foUowiug  the  river  called  Duut  Khur,  Avhicli  falln 
into  the  Bay  of  Gwnttur,  I  think  tl>at  ^^ould 
define  the  houndai  v  Ix     ( ( 11  Kehit  and  Pers<in. 

3569.  That  id  cooiiug  down  ou  the  eea  coast  to 
Gwuttur?-«-IiiU>  the  Say  of  Gwuttnr,  a  little  to 
the  eastward  of  the  -rillnge  of  Gwuttur. 

3570.  Gwuttur  is  about  liall-way  between 
Ciwiuli  r  ami  Chonbar,  is  it  not  ? — Ves,  about 
hail'  way  :  nitlipf  nearer  to  Gwader  if  anv'liing. 
Sint'c  i  caiue  htuae  I  have  discovered  a  nia]>  ou 
which  the  Pci'sian  frontier  is  veiy  nearij  aecu- 
rately  defined;  it  ia  quite  a  recent  map,  pub- 
Udied  at  Stanford's,  i  iras  not  previously  aware 
it  had  ever  Ix  cn  ili.iu'. 

3571.  (Jhainmn.^  Have  you  any  information 
to  Totunteer  to  the  Conunittee  ? — ^No,  mileea  it 
is  with  reference  to  wlmt  1  heard  nientif)ned 
just  now,  about  the  Malta  and  Alexandria  cable, 
and  the  comniunicatiou  with  Diarbckir  and  the 
Turkish  lines.  iVIajor  Cliamj)ain  has  been  re- 
ferred to  on  that  very  point  at  Constantinojde. 
The  Director  General  of  the  Turkish  telegrajths 
begged  him  to  interfere  in  the  question.  Ue 
saya  he  should  like  the  public  to  be  aware  that 
the  Turks  havt!  no  means  whatever  of  forwarding 
our  Indian  messages  by  that  line.  1  imagine 
that  the  <>bjection  would  be  the  6tn|;le  wire,  and 
it  really  is  a  valid  ohjcctioi;  :  thi  v  arr  nnt  prp- 

Sarcd  with  clvrkii  and  so  on  to  torward  tlic  indo- 
Ittfopean  messages;  they  are  afraid(BDd  I  believe 


that  Major  Champain  is  of  the  parae  opinion) 
that  they  would  get  the  line  into  great  disrepote 
by  attein]>ting  it  at  })resent ;  it  might  be  done 
eventually. 

.'?572.  Sir  JJnirtj  Jlmvlhisini?,  'Hint  line  is  tus. 
ceptiblc  of  great  improvementj  is  notit  'r— Vw 
and  1  see  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be  unproved! 

.'5;"7.^.  CArt(V»/a/i.]  You  1'  no  ti  asou  wLv  il 
tohould  not  be  brought  witliin  the  Turkish  Oon> 
vention,  do  yt>u  ? — Not  ihc  least.  1  tUiik  tk 
Turkish  CoiivMition  iniglit  00  :ilf prod  to  advan- 
tage. For  iiisianee,  il  anotlitr  convention  were 
made  in  substitution  for  that,  it  would  be  verv 
desirable  to  provide  fi>r  the  European  side  of 
Constantinople  as  well  as  tlie  Asiatic  side. 
That  cttnvention  only  aj)plies  to  the  Asiatic  side 
and  if  we  could  combine  the  two  together,  and 
have  one  convention  with  Turkey  wt  all  tlieii 
lines,  I  (hink  it  would  be  very  useful. 

3574.  Sir  Meury  RawliniKm.']  Extending  as  <« 
as  Belgrade? — Yes ;  extending  as  far  as  Belgrade 
on  one  side  ami  Valona  on  the  other. 

Hoi 6.  There  is  a  submarine  commuoicfttioB 
between  Alexandria  and  Constantinople,  is  Hbm 
not? — I  do  not  think  there  is  a  direct  caWc: 
there  is  a  cable  across  the  Adriatic  to  Italy,  (0 
Valona. 

3.»7f>.  Are  there  no  means,  then,  of  getting 
To  Constantinople  from  Alexandria  ? —  If  tiuy 
woidd  take  Indian  messaires  by  the  Syrian  line, 
then  Alexandria  might  oommunioate  with  Ces- 
stantinople  vii  Diarbekir. 

.'5577.  Hut  supjwsing  (he  line  from  Alexandra 
to  Diarbekir  to  be  Btupped^  owing  to  want  ot 
capacity,  would  there  be  no  means  of  readiisf 
Constantinople  across  tlie  Mcditerrnnntn  so  thai 
Indian  me^^ages  might  theu  be  launched  on  the 
Asia  Minor  line  for  Fao  ?— I  think  not. 


Edhund  Feabsow  Abbrcrombie  TBOMr^iOM,  Esq.,  Assistant  in  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment, at  the  IniUa  Office,  called  in ;  and  Examined. 


E.P.A.       3678.  Chmrman.^  Have  you  any  information 

T^ompmn,  that  ynn  rnr.  jrivr  to  (lio  niiiiif tee,  as  to  the  intcr- 
Eiq.  fcrencc  with  tin  urujnujii  Ltmrse  of  telegruj»hic 
— •  messegesover  the  Continent  by  the  war? — Yes, 
is  consequence  of  the  receipt,  by  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  India,  of  a  mcraorandnm  by  Count 
Bismarck,  k  ttn  -;  were  addressed  to  the  different 
telegraph  compauiei<i,  suggesting  that,  during  the 
present  war,  telegrams  should  not  be  labelled  to 
t)e  sent  bv  any  particular  route. 

3579.  ilave  you  rci  uived  an  miimation  to  that 
effect  through  the  Foreign  Office? — Yes,  the 
nicmorandiun,  by  Count  Hismarck,  waa  received 
through  the  Foreign  Office. 

3.»80.  Ilave  you  made  any  communications 
yourself  to  any  of  your  official  authorities  upon 
tiie  subject? — Xo,  the  Secretary  of  State  nas 

niercly  addressed  the  telej^rajdi  companle.-^. 

3o81.  Which  telegraph  companies? — The 
Electric  and  International,  and  the  Submarina 

Cnnipanit  -. 

o.>iS2.  W  hat  is  the  substance  of  the  cuiuuiuni- 
cation  yott  have  made  to  them  ? — The  substance 
of  the  communication  made  to  them  is  that,  as 
long  as  the  present  war  last^  between  Prussia 

£n(r  Austria,  the  Pru-sian  adminint ration  will 
.ardly  be  able  to  coutluue  to  meet  the  wishes  of 
senders  of  telegrams,  as  regards  the  use  of  ihe 
line  by  Belgrade  and  Turkey,  and  that  Count 
jBismatck  has  accordingly  suggested  that  it 


woul  )  I  (    advisable  that  sendera  shoold  sot 

lain  !  tcK  Lirntn-  -cnt  through  Prussia  to  India  to 
go  L\  aii>  parrictdar  route,  in  order  to  leave  it 
open  to  the  Prussian  authorities  to  send  tkni 
by  the  route  they  may  think  best. 

3.5ft.1.  Sir  James  Ferffnxsmi.']  Endeavours  are 
being  made  to  render  available  to  the  public  ahet- 
nativc  routes  not  open  to  those  objections,  are  the; 
not?— Yes,  that  is  the  case  with  regard  to  die 
route  by  way  iif  St.  Petersburgli  ti>  Tclicrau  i>nc 
section  if  which  l^i  iu  au  inefficient  state*,  die 
other  sections  are  in  very  good  working  order. 

S.'jSt.  There  are  other  r»»utes,  T  think,  an  uii nnod 
in  the  jiapers  you  have  there  ? — 2Su  ;  ihey  ui^  dif- 
ferent sections  <»f  the  same  route. 

3o85.  Sir  Jleary  HawUnson,^  Do  you  notavsil 
yonrselves,  or  recommend  the  companies  to  avsit 

thcmselvf-.  .pf  tlic  (lirccf  line   fi>    AI(-\:.niTn;i ? — 

Noj  in  consequence  of  objections  entertained  bjr 
the  Turkish  authorities  that  route  has  not  been 
recommt  iiTi  (1. 

.3586.  So  that,  iu  p<iint  of  fact,  the  Ruseian 
line  is  the  sole  line  open  to  India  at  present?" 
That  is  so  practically,  I  believe. 

S5ft7.  And  if  there  was  any  misnnderstanding 
v.  \\h  Riis-in,  wc  -hould  be  cut  i  .fl"  from  all  tele- 
grapiiit'  <-ummunication  with  India? — We  could 
not  i  <  ly  u  pon  messi^s  being  ftent  by  otheirrootea 

3.)KS.  Sir  James  Fertjiissf)iiP\  Can  you  state  the 
condition  of  the  communication  vid  St.  Peteis- 

boigli 
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liOfl^IlldtlMiPereian  line,  and  what  eitcps have  been 
taken  towards  opening  it  to  the  public  and  putting 
itinui  efBcient  state  ? — It  is  bdieved  that  the 
liaefinm  St.  Petersburgh  to  the  Russian  frontier 
is  in  a  j>erfectly  efficient  state ;  that  the  line  from 
TAeran  on  to  Bushirc  is  al^o  efficient,  but  that 
tise  intervening  section  is  not  efficient;  and,  in 
ceueqaeace  oi  the  receipt  by  the  Secnftaiy  of 
gttte  for  India  of  a  repreaentalioiL  on  the  sub- 
j  rt.  1 1  t(Lr.  dated  the  13ih  of  Jvlj,  waa written 
to  ihc  t  tire ign  Office. 

3589.  Will  you  state  the  substance  of  that 
dfj-patch  ? — It  ia  to  the  effect,  that  although  this 
particular  section  is  not  under  Em^lish  manage- 
ment. Her  Majesty's  Minister  at  Teheran  wmikl 
pUbly  have  no  difficnl^  in  panuading  the 
Pcr&iaa  authorities  to  avail  duHDMlTaa  of  English 
igeaey  in  patting  it  into  a  proper  state.   It  goes 


on  to  say  that,  it  is  believed  that  nothini^  more 
would  be  neccfary  for  tlie  purptwc  th:in  that 
Major  Smith,  the  nffircr  in  charge  of  the  line 
beyond  Teheran,  should  deitutc  two  or  tluee  of 
his  empkmtt  to  widcrtake  the  duty.  Lord  Cnm- 
bome,  therefore,  suggested  that  a  telegraphic 
riie>.--:i;4^i;  ^houlil  lu'  ^cnt  to  Mr.  Allieou,  instructing 
him  to  reccommcud  the  Persian  Government  to 
accept  the  aflsiatance  which  Major  Smith  may 
offer  for  tlio  improvement  of  the  lino  between 
Jiilfa  ami  Teheran;  and  tliat  a  telegram,  worded 
sfinu'wliat  as  foUowa,  might  probably  suffice : 
"  Te!c'rra]ih!c  linci?  re]iorted  efficii-iit  through 
Russia  uc  fur  JuUk.  Induce  I't  r^ian  CJovem- 
ment  to  accept  from  Major  Smith  services  of  his 
emplo0t$  to  set  in  oarder  the  line  from  Julfa  to 
TwtSmaJ'  Thnt  tdegnun  we  have  hem  advued 
baa  been  sent. 


Tfumptomf 
Esq. 

17  July 


Chablbk  Wbllikqtoh  Howbu.,  Esq.,  eaUeA  in;  and ftirther  Examined. 


aSJ^O.  Chairman.]  Have  you  a  copy  of  the 
coatnct  under  which  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental 
CoBipany  aie  canying  out  the  Australian  service 
It  the  present  time  ? — have. 

3,^91.  Will  you  banil  it  in?— Yes.  (7AstfMM 
it  handed  m. — Vide  Appendix,) 

3592.  Does  not  tiiat  contraet  state  that  you 
arf  to  in  rfurni  the  service,  not  at  ?o  many  miles 
ptr  iiour.  Lul  between  certain  places  in  u  t:trlaiu 
time? — Yes,  in  a  certain  number  of  hours. 

3593.  Can  you  tell  the  Committee  from  that 
contract,  in  how  many  t\ay»  you  are  to  perform 
the  service  between  Point  dc  Galle  and  Sydney  ? 
—It  if  a  tliH'er^t  time  outwards  and  homewards. 
The  pas^sage  in  the  contract  relating  to  it  is  this: 


"  It  is  hereby  agreed  tljut  if  the  turapany  shall      C  W» 
fail  to  deliver  the  i^aid  mails  at  Sydney,  from  UomaBt  Bp^ 
Point  de  Galle,  in  516  hours/'  then  they  are  to 
forfeit  a  certain  sum,  and  so  on. 

3591.  And  homewards,  from  Sydney  to  Point 
de  Galle,  what  is  the  time? — Five  htindied  and 
sixty -four  honri<. 

3595.  That  contract  is  still  running,  and  no 

notice  of  termination  of  it  ha.~  1/Oeii  <fiv(  n  ?— No; 
ill*'  contract  only  came  into  opcratiuu  ia  1  vliiuary 
lu-t.  The  old  contract  tcnninatcd  in  February 
last.  This  contract  is  dated  the  I7th  of  Sej>- 
tember  1865,  but  it  only  came  into  operation  last 
February. 
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Mr.  Fredekick  IliLi.,  culled  in  ;  and  further  Exiimincd. 

Mr.  ^tMUl.      3596.  .^Ir  Childc/  s.]  Do  yoti  hand  in,  on  the  part  of  tlic  Post  Office,  some  further ooneipoildeiMie 
-  '  ••        with  the  iiuiia  Office  ? — Yua.    (  Tlu  saine  wa3  handed  in.  —  Appendix.) 
90  Jnly      *  3597.  Do  you  put  in  also  a  comparison  of  the  time  under  the  old  contraetaf  Mid  that  wdet  the 
i8(}6.      agreement  of  iast  February  ? — YtB.  (  Tke  tame  too*  handed  ta.) 

TIME  ALLOWED. 


VadwOU 
Coatraet. 

UadarNair 
OaatiaflC. 

HoVTi. 

Betwen  Sonthsioptoii  ud  AUxaadria  - 

aio 

810 

BetwwQ  BfaiMtnti  aad  Akjcandria- 

IM 

IM 

501 

499 

From  Sandheads  to  Sua 

488 

B«iw««i  SaM  aad  Bonabaj  .... 

«I» 

B«taF«n  Bonkay  aad  Hong  Kong  ... 

1 

410 

4M 

359!^.      the  time  under  the  new  agreement  in  any  case  greater  than  under  the  old  one? — No; 

but  in  one  or  two  it  is  slightly  leas. 


Mr.  EsHL'ND  BouBDiLLOX,  called  in;  and  furtJiier  Examined. 

Mr.  E.  3599.  Mr.  Childrra.']  You  arc  Iu;rc  to  put  in  n  paper  on  Ae  part  of  the  India  OfficOi  7*>* 
BourdilUm,  not? — Yes.    {The  same  wtu  handed  in. — Vide  Appendix.) 
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Declared  Value  of  BriUsh  and  Insh  Produce  and  Hanaftotttrw  BqMMed  therMv 
from  the  United  Kingdom  in  the  Year  1 866  *  584 

Hong  Kong: 

Computed  Real  Value  oi  Imports  therefrom  ioto  the  United  Kingdom  in  the  Year 
I8«S   6S4 

Decbired  Value  of  British  and  Tri^h  Produce  and  Manufactures  ExpOltod  thereto 
from  the  United  Kingdom  in  the  Year  1866  .  fiS4 

Egypt: 

Cominiled  Real  Valne  of  Iflipotta  tfuMfron  into  the  United  Ki^fdon  la  the  Year 

1865  686 

Declared  Value  of  British  and  Irish  Produce  and  Manufactures  Exported  thereto 
from  the  United  Kingdom  in  the  Year  1886   -  686 

Dotidi  Pomewioaa  in  ladm  (Java,  Samatn,  tea.)  t 

Coitapnted  Real  Talne  of  Imporb  therefrom  into  the  United  Kingdom  ia  the  Yaw 

Declared  Valne  of  British  and  Irish  Predww  and  Maonfaetana  Saapoifed  Ibeve8» 

from  the  United  Kingdom  iff  the  Year  1886  «  686 

Philippine  Islands : 

Computed  Real  Value  of  Imports  therefrom  iato  the  United  Kingtlom  in  the  Year 

1806   -686 

Declared  Value  of  British  nn  l  Trisli  Produce  and  Mannfretotee  Sxported  theeeta 

from  the  United  Kingdom  in  iiiu  Year  1866  -      -       -      .      -      -      »  686 

Japan: 

Computed  Real  Valne  of  Impofta  therefrom  into  the  United  Kingdom  ^  tiie  Ya«r 

1865   -       -   686 

Declared  Value  of  British  and  Irish  Produce  aud  J^tLanafactures  Exported  thereto 
from  the  UnltMlKinsdiom  in  the  Year  1866  •  666 

British  Australia 

Compnted  Real  Value  of  imports  therefrom  into  the  United  Kingdom  in  the  Year 
1665  687 

Declared  Value  of  British  and  Irish  Produce  and  ManV&ctures  Exported  thereto 
from  the  United  Kingdom  in  the  Year  1866  .  •      •      •      -      •  687 

Digiiizuu  by  Ljf.jK.i-^i'^ 
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i^pp$ndix«  No.  5. 

Papers  put  in  by  Mr.  Frederick  Hill;  iPAOS 

Estimate  of  tba  proDOiiionate  Cost  of  Conveying  tho  In'diaa  and  Chitt*  Mnb  V 

i'nclading  MisccUaneous  Expenses  -      -      -  M6 

Bflkurn  of  the  NamM  of  the  Steam  Vessels  emplojrsd  in  the  French  M«il  Packed 
Servtoe  to  Ae  Best  Indtes;  wad  of  their  Tonnage^  Hone^wsr,  m4  Psribmanoes  •  W 

Reiurn  of  the  Voyiifje'*  of  die  Froncli  Mail  Packets  employed  in  the  Conveyance  of  the 
Indian  Midls  daring  the  years  1864  and  1806      -  680 

Appendix,  No.  6< 

Flqwrsput  in  by  the  Henonrablo  RoUrt  Griiu^^ton,  17  Apffill660    -      •      •      -      -  .  S40 

Number  of  Messages  received  bv  the  Electric  and  Internadontl  Telegraph  Comptiiy' 
from  India  between  the  l8t  anil  31st  March  1868  -------  561 

Kuiiibcr  of  Messngcs  received  by  the  KIcctric  and  IntarmliaMl  Tblsgraph  ColD|MBj 
iBram  Ijidia  heiween  the  lit  and  10th  April  1866  666 

Appendix,  No.  7- 

llfeiaorandum  relathig  tb  the  tranemianon  of  Measages  to  Isdi*  thfoi^;^h  flio  Persian  Golf 
Cable  666 

Ai^pendiz,  No.  8. 

FapeiB  Wwled  m  hy  Mr.  Fndsrick  HiUt 

-  (A.) — Smtement  shfivring  the  Amount  Repaid  by  tlie  Government  of  India  to  the  Post 
0£Bcc  on  account  of  the  Loss  incurred  on  ilie  Mail  Service  between  the  United 
Kin<:dom  and  India,  China,  C(  _\  ion,  Mauritius,  and  the  Mf^ditc  rrunean,  &c.,  during 
the  Year  ended  81s«  Maroh  1866,  after  deductiug  the  proportion  payable  by  the  Aos- 
tralian  Coloiiies  on  acooant  of  iSbe  Mtfl  Semce  between  £agU(iid  and  Point  de 
Galle  668 

(B.). — Statement  of  the  Expenses  incurred  for  the  Conveyance  of  Mailit  to  and  from 

>  tie  BBtladiea  and  Cbina,  daring  the  Year  to  atet  Hareh  1W6    -  -     «  668 

(C.) — An  Estimated  Statmient  of  tlio  Cross  and  Net  Produce  of  the  Mails  Ijctwpcn  the 
United  Kingdom  and  tlu'  Ka-t  Indk--,  Ceyluit,  China,  the   Mauritius,  and  the 

Mediterratjean,  for  the  Year  to  a  1st  March  j'soO   «  -  669 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  ihe  I'rciiaurv  to  the  Postmaster  Groneral,  dated  1 1  July  1 854  550 
Time  Table  of  the  Compognie  des  Ser?ioet  Macitimes  des  Messageries  Impcriales      -  641 

.  Statement  of  Voya^os  betweni  Snex  md  Bombay  performed  by  the  Cootcaot  Mail 

Packets  during  the  Years  )8G4  and  1865,  corresponding  with  the  BetiirOf  No.  6, 
Appendix,  Mo.  1,  page  214  664 

Appendix,  No.  9. 

P^>er8  banded  in  by  Mr.  Howell,  34  April  1860 : 

Mileage  Table  of  the  Services  performed  by  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company, 
under  their  India  end  China  Contiacte,  dnnng  the  Year  1666      .      -      .      .  666 

Pro  form  J  Mil^atre  Table  of  a  Weekly  Hail  to  ladk,  vU  Bombay,  and  a  Fortniglidy 

Mail  to  China  from  Suez  -------      -  606 

Profurmd  Mileage  Table  of  a  Weekly  Mail  to  India,  v«d  Bombay,  and  a  Weekly 
W!ail  to  China,  vid  Bombay  and  Calcutta  alternately 

.  Btatement  showing  the  Rate  of  Passage  Money  per  Mile  by  the  Steamers  of  the  Penin* 
eutar  itnd  Oriental  Steam  Company,  including  First  Ctaas  VietaalUng,  Winea, 

Spirits  i:c.  -  5G0 

Rates  of  Passage  Money  -----------      -  666 

Return  of  the  Number  of  First  Class  Passengers  conveyed  to  and  from  India  and 
China  hy  tha  Steam  Shijis  of  ilie  l\  riiii'^iilar  ami  Oricntai  (  'i  iitjj>any  durii-^r  ili;  Year 
1862,  distinguishing  OUiccrs  of  the  Army  and  Kavy  and  Govenmient  OfiiciaLi  i'rom 


Average  Pcrformanoes  of  t)u<  Canard  Mail  Steamers  for  1869,  I860,  and  1861,  as 
shown  by  a  Parliamentary  Return,  dated  31st  March  1863   -      .      .  ..  ^7 

Betom  ezUUting  tiie  Result  of  tbe  Ttaasfiw  of  Steam  Yeeseb  Aom  tin  MadiienwMBii  . 

to  thti  Indian  Seas,  with  rejpnrJ  to  the  Cousutnption  of  Fuel  and  Speed  -       .       .  689 

Kew  Sbiue  added  tathe  Fleet  of  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam  NaTigatiea'tfom- 
fWDj,  vom  Jamiary  I860  to  present  Date    .-p....-     -  tt» 

Meiwiranda  of  Mails  conveyed  from  Southampton  during  the  Year  1864    «      •      -  670 

Memoranda  of  Mails  conveyed  from  Southampt*™  diirin<»  the  Year  1665    -      -      .  571 

Convention  entre  le  Mioistre  des  Finaaeee  et  hi  Comp^iie  des  Servi^ss  Mahtimss  des 
yaasaipyaa  Iiiip^rtaie%  pour  VvtittAoM  d>  Bmitm  Pealal  da  VlnMMm   '     «*•  A'S 
•^3.     *  •   ©  D  4  .  .     ,  ^ 
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Appendix,  No.  10. 

PBpera  handed  in  by  Mr.  H.  C.  Forde : 

Mdte  and  Akxaodria  Tc]egraph.~FioaI  Report  of  H.  C.  Forde  to  the  Secratary  to 
OaBoaidoriMb^dttad  ittNoTemlMr  iMl     .     .     .     .     .     -  -ssft 

Tabular  Statement  accorapanrmfr  H.  C.  Fonl«>*s  "  Final  Report "  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Boaid  of  Trade,  datied  1st  November  1861,  giving  a  detailed  account  of  each 
SeotiOD  gg^ 

Report  from  Dr.  Esselbacli,  accompanyin<^  If.  0.  FwdiTs  Ropwt  to  At  Bottd  nt 
Trad%  dated  Malta,  the  1st  M^ovember  ISdl  •>•.....  (Qg 

Appendix^  No.  11. 

Papers  handed  in  hj  Mr.  James  Russell : 

Messageries  Inipcriales-'Thc  Coinpany'e  Fleet. — Linefl  of  t]ie  ladian  Oomi  -      •  0M 

Messageries  Iniperiales. — Services  of  the  Indian  Ocean  592 

Notes  relating  to  the  Services  of  the  Indiao  Ocean  69B 

Appendix,  No.  12. 

CorresDondence  received  from  the  Foreign  OflBce,  and  bid  before  the  Committee  bj  the 
Clerk  of  the  Committee  - 

Appendix,  No.  13. 

Fqwr  hamM  hi  bjr  Sir  M*DoinU  Stflphemm,  d  May  IBM : 

Statement  reftned  to  in  the  Evidence   MS 


Appendix,  No.  14. 

Pap«n  banded  in  by  Mr.  Knight,  8  May  1866 1 

Retanw  vdatlng  to  Cuunrd  BtHunm  Iwtiitn  England      AmwAem  •      -     .     •  4M7 


Appendix,  No.  15. 

ConWipOMdenca  handed  in  by  Mr.  Bonrdillon,  6  May  1868  ...... 

Appradix,  No.  16* 

Fhper  bonded  in  by  Kr.  B<Nir£UflB: 

XetlirflMNtt  Mr.  J.  D.  Dlckimmi  to  Sir  T.  N.  Redington,  x.o.s,,  datoi  7  Savtoinbcr 
18M  6IB 


Appendix,  No.  17. 

Papers  banded  in  by  Mr.  Doming,  15  Sfay  1886: 

Railway  Companies'  Electric  Tclc^aph5;  in  India:  Tabular  Statement  taken  firom 
Puen  Nos.  8  and  Sa  (Appotdiz,  Mo.  8).  handed  in  to  the  Select  Conunitlea  on  Bait 
India  Cdmnmnicationi,  1886  915 

Statement  of  the  Capital  Expenditure,  and  of  the  Working  of  Indian  Telegrapha 
(Government  and  Railway ),  taken  from  a  Paper  lianded  herewith  to  the  Select 
Committee  on  East  Indian  Commimioatiou,  18601  and  Papers  referred  to  therein  -  616 

Snnmiaiy  of  Statements  of  Reoeipta  and  Ezpendltare  on  aoeoont  of  Oovanunent 

Electric  Telegraphs  in  India  from  the  Year  1830-61  to  1868-64,  botli  inclosive; 
taken  from  Parliamentary  Papers  No.  287  of  1803  and  No.  20  of  1 806  -       -       •  616 

Stuntnarv  of  Statements  of  Receipts  and  Expcndiiurt}  on  account  ot  Railway  Com* 
panics  Electric Tclegra])hb  in  India;  taken  irom  Papers  Nos.  8  and  8a  (A{|||i.  xCOu S)^ 

delirend  in  to  Select  Coaunittee  on  £Mt  India  Conunooicationfl,  1866  -     •     •  ai6 


Digilizca  by  Cov.^v..^ 
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I'AQK 


Letter  from  the  Honourable  A.  F.  Brown,  Chatrmaii,  dninber  of  CouuiMrcc^  to  B.  W. 
Cf«ribi4»  £iqtM.«^Lomdfli^  dated  0  April  ia«0  «17 

Appendix,  No.  19. 

Pi^er  handed  in  by  Mr.  Howell,  18  Maj  1806 : 

JProfomA  Time  Table.  Austoalian  Mail  Service.  Oooe  in  ereiy  Luiar  Month     -  618 

Appendix,  No  80. 

Fa|)«rfi  banded  in  bj  Mr*  Thomton,  16  Haj  16G6 : 

Report  hj  M^}or  en  Ae  leceat  Wjprkiag  of  the  Torkieh  Poitioii  of  the 

Telegraph  .-------------619 

Appendix  (A.)— StetemeBt  ahonring  Nuttber  of  HoMege*  to  ond  from  Indie,  ftooi 
jPefaraeiy  to  Deeember  I8M      -  -..-..---eai 

Appendix  QB.)— Summary  showing'  Time  occnpled  in  the  TtWOmMlOU  Of  MOMH[es 

oetwecn  Kurraclicii  and  Constantinople,  ui]d  vice  oerAf  oi^i 

(AO  Eastward. — Retom  showing  the  Number  of  TcIcgramB  from  the  United 

KiriL'ilt  m  (o  Iiiili  I,  auJ  the  Amoiuiu  due  t;  tli«  Persian  Qidf  Line  for  the  same, 
doriog  the  Year  ISGo  ---------  626 

(BO  ii^tward. — Return  abowing  the  Number  of  Telegrams  from  the  Continent  of 
Europe  to  India,  and  tfao  AaMnntt  doe  to  tho  Pomnii  Onlf  lino  ftr  the  aMUe^ 

during  the  Year  1 805  -   686 

(C.)  Westward. — Return  showing  the  Number  of  Telegrams  from  India  to  the 
United  Kin«tdom,  and  the  Amoitnti  due  to  the  Perekn  Golf  Lbe  fcr  the  aame, 

during  tlie  Yenr  1805   626 

(DO  Westward. — Ueturn  showing  the  Number  of  Tekgrams  from  India  to  the 
ConUnent  of  Europe,  and  the  Amooate  due  to  Ao  Penieii  Gtalf  Line  for  the 

same,  during  the  Year  1866  e$lt 

Summary  of  Traffio  «l  ebewn  In  the  annexed  Returne,  marked  teipectiTely  (A.),  {B.), 
(C),  and  (D.),  for  tho  Ten  Moathe  ending  Slat  IXeeember  1866    .      .      .      -  6S7 

Retom  showing  Average  Time  occupied  by  Telegrams  in  reaching  Kmndheo  ftom  the 
United  Kingdom  eince  the  Opening  of  the  Ijne  in  Maroh  I865»  np  to  die  ond  of 
February  1866    -  -      --      --      -----  628 

,  Aflt  Ibr  regulating  the  ThtoMiihmiBt  ond  Umageminl  of  ElealEb  Telegraphe  in  India  6S0 

Appendix,  No.  31. 

f>pm  htiidod  in  by  Hr.  J.  GUwrae^  S6  Hsy  1866 : 

General  Summury  of  tbc  For^^ic^'n  tin'l  Lni^cil  Trade  and  Sliipping  that  will  moko  ose 
of  Uie  proposed  Telegraph  Lines  ^takcn  Irom  Blue  Books)    -      -      -      -  . 

Statement  showing  the  Trade  of  tihe  Porte  of  Kngi^or^  Pentng,  Sutgotm,  nnd 

Moulmein  882 

Statement  of  the  Shipping  and  Tonnage  for  the  same  Placeti  and  for  the  same  Period  -  682 

Gemmerdal  Rqwrte  finnm  Her  Majesty's  Conaol  in  China,  1864  (prcscntad  toboith 
Honees,  February  1866)     -  688 

BugineerB'  Report  to  the  Chairman  and  Direotore  of  the  Anglo'Aaetralian  and  China 
Telegraph  Company  (Limited),  with  re£nenee  to  wtfjmg  ont  Telegraphio  Com- 
moniGntiOQ  between  Rangoon  and  Singapore       -      -      -      -      -      - .    •  689 

Appendix,  No.  22. 

Paper  handed  in  by  Mr.  II.  C.  Forde,  26  May  1866: 

Ahatraot  of  proposed  System  of  Telegraph  Iiinee  between  Indie,  China,  Japan,  and 
AMtiaBa   641 

Appendix,  No.  88. 

Pkpen  laid  before  the  Coramittcc  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Cominittcc : 

Letter  a'ltlrrs'ftl  to  ibf>  Committee  from  "Mr.  >foor,  dated  13  Jime  1868    -       -       -  042 
Memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Cummerce  and  Mauuiacturcrs  of  Glasgow    .      •      -  044 
0.43.  D  D  3 
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Appendix,  No.  24. 

I^per  handed  in  by  Mr.  Howell,  17  July  1806  :  paob 

CoRtraot,  dated  17  November  1665,  between  the  Poat  OiEcaaud  the  Ptoinsttlar  Kod 
Olimtel  StMfli  N*YlgMion  Gompuij  .  ........ms 

Appendix,  No.  S5. 

Pap«r  haoded  in  by  Mr.  Frederick  Hill,  -u  Ju.y  1866: 

Letter  from  Mr.  F.  Hill  to  Mr.  licroian  Merivalc,  c.B^  dat^  24  May  1866      -      -  668 

Appendix^  No.  26. 

Paper  lianded  in  by  Mr.  BourdiHon,  20  July  1806  : 

Letter  from  Mr.  Stanstold,  u.  p.,  to  the  Secretary,  General  Post  Offioe,  dated  12  Juoe 
IMS  '684 

-  Appoadix,  No.  97- 

CoDTention  betweeo  Her  M^esty  and  Uie  Shah  of  PecMa  relative  to  Telegraphic  Com- 
Mmioatioii  betmen  BHrape  and  Indi*      •>     -      -     -     -     •     •  -."ASS 

Appendix,  No.  3B. 
General  Map  of  Telegraph  Xdiiee  betwaea  Raglaad,  India*  Chiiti^  and  Awtnliat 


Appendix,  No.  29. 
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Appendix,  No.  1. 


PAPERS  handed  in  by  Mr.  Frederick  HUly  S8  Maroh  18^  |, 


No»  l^Prewnt  Coot  of  tbe  India  and  China  Packet  Serrloa^  witli  ftia  Amoiuil  «f  Bat  F«llg» 

aocrning  there&om,  and  the  Amount  of  Loos  SI] 

N(kS»*i^^ipMklis  (C.)  t«  the  B«port  to  the  Loirda  CoiBaiiMimui>«f  Ber  Majesty's  Treasury  by 
tha  ConiuttM  OB  Gontraet  Pickatih  JWNI :— AMnet  Stateineai  ahowii«  tiia  Aumal 
OoafcMidflniilngiofVwh  UiMof  Mkets  US 

Ho,  Sm— Bctem  iltowing  the  Actnal  Days  of  Departure  and  Arriral  of  the  MaD  Ttaikets  of  the 
Puniiimlar  and  Oriental  Steam  Nariflation  GoBpaaT  ampltnred  in  tba  CflttTCwaaet  of 
«h»lDdiaiklbib4a(inf  tli«T««i«lB%«ndllM8  214 

Sa4^1!iMlUlaoriUta,ChlBi,AMlidlabaD41l«»ttl^  - 

8bi>fli"Talile  sli  inlnL;  ttir  i  i  posed  Morements  of  the  Contract  Mail  Steam  Packet*  of  the 

P«Ui>aul<tr  and  Ucieuul  Strnm  I^iaTigation  Company,  for  tbe  Vaar  1865     ...  222 


No. ft^Satitia of  fl» Bcto of  Clnma  nd  IMaotiona,  and  AaontttifililBfalho  Yaor VOtb, 
under  the  Contracta  for  tSe  ConvevaiM*  of  Autta  fcatwion  Ea^taA.  and  India,  Ceykn, 
Maurilius,  China,  and  Australia,  ntd  Alexandria  ........ 

ibk  T I  fltetemwat  of  the  Voyages  performed  by  the  Mail  Packets  of  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental 
Staan  Maviffitioin  Cknapooy  in  tha  Your  1866.  tindar  tluk  Contmta  for  tlw  India  Ibil 
Borvieo ;  tho  IMitaDoa  ton,  and  tho  Rata  of  %ood 

XOtlk-^n tract,  dnted  27th  February  18(^0,  betwon  tho  Fwt  OfifO  oad  010  PMdoralar  Olid 

Oriental  Steam  Navigaliun  Cumpany  227 

No.  9.— Correspondeoce  relative  to  the  proposed  Weeidy  Mail  between  the  Uuiicd  Kiiigaum  and 

BoBiNgr  231 


<fa.  Kl^^Conospondanco  sdkulfa  tO  4k*  WOMnad  Tnasnusgfam  of  the  Indlaa  ai^   

UaUsbythaSMlaafltdj      -  .  -2Jl 


—  No.  1.  — 

PRESENT  COST  of  the  Ikdia  and  China  Packst  SfiSYioss,  with  the  Amount  of 
Sea  Poetege  aocraing  iher^rom,  and  the  Amount  of  Lom. 

Th£  total  annual  sum  now  paid  to  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam  Navigation  Cotn- 
paaj  ftr  the  converanoe  of  mails  between      eonntrf  and  India  and  China  (Jnelnding  the 

conveyance  of  the  Aoatralian  mails  Ix't  wtcii  this  omuitry  and  Point  de  Galle),  i^-  230,125/. 
Of  tlu8  Bum  the  Imperial  Government  and  the  Australian  Colonics  and  Jicw  Zealand 
oontribnte  30,116  /.  as  the  cost  of  the  jtatkuta  betweoi  this  country  and  Point  de  Gdle, 
on  account  of  Australian  mails,  leavinp  tin  net  payment  to  the  Penin$>idar  and  Oriental 
Steam  Navigation  Company  for  the  Indm  and  China  packet  services,  200,009  /.  j  to  which 
must  be  added  90,166 1, 1ih«  apenaea  of  the  agenciee  «t  Alexaadria  and  jStt«s»  die  cost  of 
0.43.  I>  D  4  tiaiiat 
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- App.. If<».  I.  traiifit  tlirough  Egypt,  and  various  other  incidental  expenses;  the  expense  of  special 
packets  and  pay  ol  DAval  agents  in  chaige  of  mails,  mafcing  altogether  the  total  cost  of 
lSb»  India  and  China  mail  paekate,  S20,174  L 

In  estimating  what  proportion  of  this  sum  of  220,174  /.  represents  the  cost  of  the  con- 
v^anee  of  the  India  and  CSuna  mailt  reqtectivdj,  I  haye  divided  die  amoont  pdd  ibr 

packet  service  into  four  parts,  representing— 

1.  The  cost  of  the  service  Tietv.-f^nn  ihU  cottntry  and  Point  dc  Galle  (which  servioeit 
performed  on  account  both  of  the  India  luaild  to  Calcutta  and  of  the  China  mails). 

2.  The  cost  of  the  service  between  Point  de  Galle  and  Calcutta,  which  is  performed  on 
bdialf  of  India  onlj. 

3.  Hie  cost  of  the  service  between  Bombay  and  Shawgliae,  vid  Gallft,  wlueh  b  pet- 
formed  on  behalf  of  the  China  mails  only. 

4.  The  cost  of  the  Berrice  between  this  country  and  Bombay,  wliicli  is  pexformed  on 
acoonnt  of  Indian  midb  only. 

The  coat  of  the  aervice  between  this  ooontry  and  Point  de  Galle,  after  deducting  l3m 
AaitniKan  contribution,  I  bave  fivided  between  China  and  India,  chaining  the  fbnner  in 

proportion  to  the  numhcr  of  international  Ictier.s  convoyed  t  n::!  firm  China,  as  compared 
to  tne  total  number  of  international  letters  (minus  Australian  letters)  conveyed  by  the 
Calcutta  and  China  line  of  padcete. 

The  cost  of  the  services  between  Point  de  Gallc  and  Calcutta,  and  between  this  country 
and  Bombay,  I  haTe  dunged  aa  wholly  for  Indim  semoee. 

The  cost  of  the  packets  between  Bombay  and  Shanghae  I  hfive  taken  as  wholly  for 
China  eervieea. 

The  luijjcellaucoud  expenses  I  have  Liken  as  half  belonging  to  the  Bombay  line  of 
pacfcete,  and  therefore  on  account  of  India  only,  the  other  hdf  on  account  of  the  Calcutta 
line,  and  therefore  divisible  between  India  and  China  in  pcoportion  to  the  nombetof 
international  letters  carried  for  each  by  that  line  of  packets. 

»  The  pay  of  the  naval  officers  1  liavn  rliviJcJ  on  the  same  princinle  a.^  tliat  which  I  have 

adoptedf  with  regard  to  the  subsidy,  viz.,  the  tlirce  officcra  on  the  Bombay  line  I  have 
charged  wholly  to  India,  the  five  on  the  China  line  wholly  to  China,  and  the  five  on  tba 
Suez  and  Calcutta  line  I  have  divided  between  India  and  China  in  pinxMNrtion  to  tiio 
international  letters  conveyed  for  each  by  that  line. 

Tlnking  the  above  as  the  basis  of  oalcniation,  I  eatifflate  that  the  whole  cost  of  the  Indian 
portion  (» the  Mul  Packet  Servioe  ia  158,580L  per  ammm,  and  tint  of  the  China  portion 
of  the  Mail  Padcet  Semee  is  66,594  Jl  per  annum. 

The  sea  postage  derived  from  tiie  India  and  China  Une  of  padceti  ia  ealinMtod  at 

137,700/.  per  annum,  of  which  about  105,700/.  is  d  ri  M  1  from  the  Lldiaa pOrtiQin,  Old 
about  32,000/.  from  the  China  and  Japan  portion  of  the  service. 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  present  loss  on  the  India  .-ervlo:'  i-^  Lilnjui  1-^.000/.  per  annum, 
and  that  the  lose  on  the  China  aervice  is  i^out  34,000/.,  making  a  total  low  of  rather 
more  than  82^000 

(signed)       C^o.  Chetwyndf 
General  Poet  Office,  Keceiver  and  AocountaatGeneraL 

19  Mardi  1866. 
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APPENDIX  (C.)  to  ihe  Bepoet  to  the  Lords  GoouttiMioiien  of  Hsr  lljgetty's 

Trcaguryby  tlic  Committee  on  Contract  Packbtb;  presented  to  both  Honoes  of 
Parliament  by  Couunaud  of  lUr  Majesty,  1853. 
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Aigk  Now  1. 

—  No.  8.  —  — 

CoMTMOT,  S7th  Febroaiy  1096. 

ARTICLES  OF  AGREEMENT  made  end  entered  into  the  27th  day  of  February, 
in  the  year  1866,  between  The  Rijihi  Honourable  Edward  John  Lord  Stanley 
of  Aldoley,  Her  Uajerty*!  Poetmaster  (^eral  (on  behalf  of  Her  Majesty}  of  the  one 
part,  and  The  Peninanhr  and  Oriental  Steam  Navigation  Company  of  ^e  other  part 

WiiKTiEAs  by  tw  o  several  articles  of  agreement,  dated  respectively  the  1st  day  of  January 
1853  anil  ihc  7th  day  of  Jul)'  1864,  and  respectively  made  between  the  said  CuinpaQV  of 
the  one  ]>Rrt,  and  the  Commtssionera  for  executing  tlie  Office  of  Lord  His^h  Adminu  of 
the  United  Kiiii;doin  of  Great  Britain  and  Irelind,  for  and  on  behalf  of  Her  Majesiy,  of 
the  other  part,  tor  the  coiisideiattoiis  tliereiu  respectively  mentioned,  the  said  Company 
eontfncted  and  agreed  io  convey  Her  Majesty's  maila  to  and  from  the  several  placea 
and  in  manner  therein  respectively  mentioned. 

And  whereas  by  virtue  of  an  Act  of  Parliament  passed  ia  the  2Sd  year  of  the  reign  of 
Her  present  Majesty,  intituled  "  An  Act  to  transfer  lo  the  Postmaster  General  Securities 
entered  into  with  the  Commissioners  of  tiie  Admiralty  In  relation  to  ihe  Packet  Service," 
all  the  interests,  rights,  powers,  and  authoritieii  ot  the  said  Commissioners  under  the 
herrinbefore-rectted  contract*  were  ttaosfiurred  to  and  are  now  vestad  in  the  said  Poet* 
maater  General  I 

And  wlicreas  bv  articles  of  at:;rcement,  dated  the  1st  day  of  June  ISGl,  and  made 
between  tlie  said  Company  ot  the  one  part,  and  the  suid  Edward  Jolm  Lord  Stanley  of 
Alderley,  Her  Majesty's  Postmaster  Generat  for  the  time  being  of  the  other  part,  for  the 
t-nn'ifif-rations  therein  mentioned  it  was,  iimnn<rst  other  things,  a^ced,  that,  from  the 
aiiuuai  sum  for  the  time  beini;  payable  to  tiie  suid  Couipauy  under  the  said  contracts  of 
the  1st  day  of  January  1853  and  the  7th  day  of  July  1864,  there  should  be  retained  or 
deducted  by  the  Postmaster  General  for  the  time  being  an  annual  sum  after  the  rate  of 

^nd  whoeas  by  articles  of  agreonent,  dated  die  16di  day  of  April  1861 ,  and  made 

between  the  sairl  Companv  of  the  one  part,  and  the  wid  Edward  Joh:i  Lord  Stanley  of 
Alderley,  Her  Majesty's  Postmaster  General  for  the  time  being,  ot  the  other  pait,  for  the 
considerations  therein  mentioned,  the  said  Company  contractt-d  and  agreed  to  convey  Her 
Majesty's  mails  to  and  from  the  several  places  and  in  manner  therein  mentioned : 

And  whereas  by  articles  of  agreement,  dated  the  17th  day  of  Novendier  IHOj,  and  made 
between  the  said  Edwiird  John  Lord  Stanley  of  Alderley,  Her  Majesty's  Pttstinaster 
General  for  the  time  bang  of  the  one  part,  and  the  said  Q>mpatiy  of  the  other  part,  for 
the  considerations  tliefsin  mentioned,  the  fiaid  Company  contracted  and  agreed  to  convey 
Her  Majesty's  mailii  to  and  from  the  several  plac&i  and  in  manner  theieb  mentioned : 

And  whereas  it  hai  been  agreed  between  the  partiw  h«wto,  that  the  tsrms  of  tii«  several 
heteiabefore  recited  contracts  shall  be  modified  in  manner  hereinafker  appearing : 

!Now  ihe*e  present-  witnes-^,  and  each  of  them  tlie  said  Company  and  the  said  Postmaster 
General  do,  and  doih  for  themselves  and  bimsdf,  their  and  his  successors  and  assigns, 
corenant,  agree,  and  declare  with  and  to  the  other  of  ibem  the  said  Company  and  the  said 
Postma&ter  Genoral,  their  and  his  suceessofs  and  assigns,  in  manner  following :  (that  is 

to  say), 

1.  Except  as  hereinattLT  provided,  Her  Majesty's  Postmaster  Gener»l  hereby  releases 
the  said  Company  from  *  l>c  obhgation  ot  those  parti  of  the  said  articles  of  agreement  of 
the  1st  day  of  January  1B33,  wliich  provide, 

(l.)  That  the  vessels,  engines,  eqoijimenia,  ene!neerS|  offioersy  and  creir  employed  in 
and  about  the  services  therein  mentioned,  ^hall  be  subject  in  the  first  instance,  and 

fittin  time  in  time  und  at  all  times  afteiuaids,  to  the  approv.il  of  the  said  Com- 
missioiieis  of  the  Admiralty,  and  of  such  other  persons  as  i»haU  at  any  tuue  or  lime*, 
or  from  time  to  time,  have  anthority  undor  the  said  Commissioners  to  inspect  and 
examine  the  same. 

(2.)  That  the  said  Company  shall,  previously  lo  any  vessel  being  built  for  or  which 
is  inttndeil  to  be  en)pU>yed  in  the  pertorniance  of  the  said  contract,  submit  tlie  designs, 
plans,  and  sections  of  each  and  every  »f  such  vessels  to  tiie  said  Commissioners,  ami 
be  bound  to  adopt  such  fittings,  scnntlinir,  and  such  dispositions  of  halcliuays  as  the 
^aid  Commis»ioners  shall  declare  in  writing  to  be  necessary  lor  carrying  and  tiring  the 
armament  in  the  said  articles  of  agreement  in  that  behalf  mentioned. 

(3.)  That  the  said  Company  shall  and  will  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times 
during  the  continuance  of  the  said  contract,  make  such  alterations  or  improvements 
in  the  oonstmtion,  equipment*,  and  m&chinery  of  the  vessels  which  shidl  be  nsed  in 
the  performance  r  f  tlji  h;ud  contract  as  the  advanced  state  of  science  may  suggest 
and  the  said  Commissioners  may  direct;  and  that  if  at  any  time  during  the  con^ 
tiauance  of  the  said  contract  the  pn^iresa  of  sdmce  should  enable  the  vessela 
employed  in  the  peifonnance  of  the  and  •contcict  to  be  |WQpelled  at  a  much  grenter 
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■peecl  than  is  tberda  providad,  the  »aid  CommUsionen  may,  if  they  think  fit,  order 

such  necessary  improvements  to  be  made,  p^rantinp  snch  compensation  to  the  said 
Company  as  may  by  urbitrulioii  be  determined  lu  be  due  iur  ihe  increased  expendi- 
ture, if  any,  aniing  worn  the  making  of  such  iwpravements. 

(4.)  That  the  said  Connnisgioners  shall  have  full  power,  whenever  and  as  often  as  they 
may  deem  it  requisite,  to  survey,  by  any  of  their  officers  or  agents,  all  or  every  the  ves* 
aeto  employed  and  to  be  employed  in  the  performance  of  the  said  contract,  and  the 

hulls  thereof,  Bnd  the  engines,  macliinery,  furniture,  tackle,  apparel,  stores,  equipments, 
and  the  officers,  engineers,  and  crew  of  every  such  vessel,  and  (hat  the  said  vessels 
■hali  be  opened  in  &eir  hulls  whenever  the  said  officers  may  require  ;  and  that  if  any 
such  vessel  or  any  part  thereof,  or  any  engines,  machinery,  furniture,  tackle,  apparel,  boats, 
stores,  or  equipments,  shail  on  any  such  survey  be  decl.ired  by  any  oi  buch  uiBcers  or 
agents  unseaworthy  or  not  adapted  to  the  service  thereby  contracted  to  be  perfomwdt 
or  it'  the  said  Commisaioaers  shall  deem  it  necessary  or  expedient  that  any  alteration  or 
improvement  shall  be  made  therein,  or  in  any  part  thereof,  in  order  to  keep  pace  with 
the  more  advanecil  state  ol  beienee,  every  ves^i  1  wliith  shall  be  (bsapproved  of,  or  in 

which  such  deficiency,  defect,  or  want  of  ituprovemeot  shall  appear,  shall  be  deemed 
inefficient  for  any  service  tiieieby  contracted  lo  be  performed,  and  shall  not  be  em* 

ployed  again  in  t!ic  conveyance  of  Her  Majesty's  mails  until  sucli  defect  or  deficiency 
shall  have  b<  en  repaired  tir  »<upplied,  or  the  nltcratious  and  nnprovemeuts,  at»  the  case 
may  be,  shall  have  been  made  tu  the  satisfaction  ot  the  said  Commissioners  ;  and  that  if 
employed  before  sueli  defeet  or  def'ieiency  -.hall  have  been  siippli'  d,  <ir  such  >dleraiions 
or  iutpruvements,  as  liie  case  may  be,  slutlt  have  been  made  to  the  satisiactiuu  of  the 
said  Commissioners,  the  said  Company  shall  fM^fdtand  pay  to  Her  Majesty,  Her  hetia 
and  successors,  the  sum  of  500  /. 

8.  Except  as  hereinaiter  provided,  the  rights  and  obligations  of  the  PostmASter  GcMral 
and  the  said  Company  respectively,  under  the  said  srticlee  of  avreemsnt  of  the  1st  day  of 

January  1H53,  sljali  lieiieeforth  be  the  same  in  all  respects  as  if  the  provisions  tlieieof  heMNI* 
before  seti'ortii,  and  uurabered  l  to  4  inclu^^ive,  had  been  omittrd  therefrom. 

8.  Except  as  hereinafter  provided,  Iler  Majesty'it  Postmaster  General  hereby  releases 
theaald  Company  from  ihb  obligation  of  tboae  parts  of  the  said  articles  of  agreanMnt  oCthe 
7th  day  of  July  18M,  whteh  pravide-^ 

(1.)  That  the  vessels,  cn2int  »,  equipments,  engineers,  ufficers,  and  crew  employed  in 
and  about  the  services  iherdn  mentioned  shall  be  subject  in  Uie  first  instance  and  from 
time  to  time  andat  all  times  afterwards  to  the  approval  of  the  said  Commissioners,  and 
of  such  other  persons  as  shall  at  any  time  or  times,  or  from  time  to  time,  have  authority 
under  the  said  Commissioner-i  to  inspect  and  examine  the  same. 

(2.)  That  the  said  Company  shall  previously  to  any  vessel  being  built  for  or  which  is 
intended  m  be  employed  in  the  performace  of  the  said  cnntract  submit  the  designs, 

Elans,  and  sections  of  eoch  and  every  of  such  vessels  to  the  said  Commissioners,  and 
e  boond  to  adopt  such  fittings,  scantlinK:,  and  each  dispositions  of  hatchways  as  the 

said  Commissioners  shall  declare  in  writing  to  be  nce-Barv  for  carryii^  and  firing  the 
armament  in  the  !-aid  article!*  of  ajrreeiupnt  in  tli  it  behalf  nientii  ned, 

(3.)  That  the  said  Company  shall  and  will,  ficm  time  tu  time  and  at  alt  times  during 
the  continuance  of  this  contract,  make  such  alterations  or  improvements  in  the  OOIH 
=  t"iietion,  e(}iiipinents,  anil  machinery  of  the  vessels  wliicli  shall  be  used  in  th<'  per- 
iornianceof  tiie  Siiid  contract  as  ttie  advanced  >tate  of  science  may  suggest  and  the  said 
Commisi-ioners  may  direct,  and  that  if  at  any  time  during  the  continuance  of  the  Bid 
contract  the  progress  of  si  it:uco  should  enable  the  vessels  employed  in  the  performance 
of  the  said  contract  to  be  |)ropclled  at  a  much  greater  speed  than  thereinhefbre  provided, 
the  said  Couinnssioners  may  (if  they  think  fit)  order  such  necessary  improvements  to  he 
made,  granting  such  compensation  to  the  said  Company  as  may  by  arbitration  be 
detomiined  to  be  due  for  Uie  increaaed  expenditure,  if  any,  arising  fnm  the  making  of 
such  imppoTemenifl. 

(4.)  That  the  said  Commissioners  shall  have  full  power,  whenever  and  as  oflen  as  they 
may  deem  it  requisite,  to  survey,  by  auy  of  their  officers  or  agents,  all  or  every  tbe  ves- 
•eb  employed  and  to  be  employed  in  the  performace  of  the  said  contract,  and  the  hulls 
thereof,  and  the  engines,  muchmery,  furniture,  tackle,  apparel,  stores,  equipments,  and 
the  officers,  enirineers,  and  crew  of  every  such  vessel,  the  said  vessels  to  be  opened  in 
their  hulls  whenever  the  said  oflicers  may  require;  and  if  any  such  vessels  or  any  part 
thereof,  or  any  eogmes,  machinery,  furniture,  tackle,  appnteC  haats»  stores,  or  equip* 
nents,  shatlon  any  such  survey  be  declared  by  any  of  sueh  ofieera  orai^ts  ntisea- 
worthy  or  not  adapted  lo  the  service  thereby  contracted  to  be  performed,  or  if  tlie  said 
Commissioner.^!  slmlt  deem  it  necessary  or  expedient  iliat  any  alteration  or  improve- 
ment  shall  be  made  therein,  or  any  part  thereof,  in  order  to  keep  pace  with  the  more 
advanced  state  of  science,  every  vessel  which  shall  be  disapproved  of,  or  in  which  such 
deficiency,  defect,  or  want  of  improveuunt  shall  appear,  shall  bedeenie  l  mt  ificicnt  for 
any  service  thereby  contracted  to  be  performed,  and  shall  not  be  employe  1  in  in  the 
conveyance  of  Her  Majesty's  mails  until  such  defect  or  deficiency  shall^have  been 
repaired  or  supplied,  or  the  alteratiooa  or  improvements,  as  die  ease  nay  he,  shall  have 
been  made  lo  dte  salislaction  of  the  seid  Commissioners;  end  if  employed  ndbre  such 

defect 
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defect  or  deficiency  sliall  liave  been  supplied,  or  such  Hlterationa  or  improvMieiitay  aa  Aiw.N*f» 
the  case  may  be»  iball  have  been  made  to  the.saiisfiiction  of  the  end  Conwiissioners, 
the  CMd  CMU]Miiy  klwll  lbrf«il  end  puy  to  Her  Majesty,  Her  bein  and  enecesson.the 
sum  of  AOO  L  . 

4.  Except  as  hereinafter  provided,  the  riirhts  and  oblipaiions  of  the  Postmaster  Ccneral 
and  the  said  Company  respectively^  under  the  »aid  articles  oi  agreement  of  the  7th  day  of 
Jaljf  1664j  ahall  henceforth  be  the  same  in  all  rebpects  as  if  the  proriiioDa  thereof  henio^ 
bewK  aet  forth  aad  luiiiibeffed  1  to  4  inclusive,  had  been  ooutlad  tberalfoiQ. 

5.  Except  as  liereinafter  provided.  Her  Majesty's  Postmaster  Ge'ipral  hereby  releases 
the  said  Company  from  the  obligation  of  those  parts  of  the  said  articles  of  agreement  of 
Oe  I6th  day  of  April  1961,  vAudt  pionde,— 

(1.)  That  (he  vessels,  engines,  equipments,  ofEcers,  engineers,  and  crew  employad 
in  or  about  the  servicee  therein  mentioned  shall  be  in  all  respects  subject  to  the  np- 
proval  of  the  said  Poetonaster  General,  or  of  sucli  other  person  or  persons  as  he  shall 
lit  liny  tuna  or  timae,  or  fnmi  tana  to  time,  aathoriea  to  inepeet  and  asanmie  die 
same. 

(2.)  Tliat  the  said  Company  shall,  if  required,,  submit  thedesigna,  pinna,  and 
tiona  of  aach  Taaad  to  ha  employed  in  the  performaace  of  the  aaid  eontncl  to 
Poatmaater.  Generd. 

f.*?.)  That  the  said  Postmaster  Oencrfil  shall  have  full  power,  vhenevcr  nnd  as  often 
as  he  ii:ay  deem  it  requisite,  to  ijurvey,  by  any  uf  hio  officers  or  agents,  all  or  any  of  the 
vessels  employed  and  to  be  employed  in  the  performance  of  the  said  agreement,  and 
the  hulls  thereof,  and  the  ciii^incs,  machinery,  furniture,  tackle,  apparel,  stores,  equip- 
mentt>,  aud  the  uiEcers,  eugiuccri^,  uud  crew  of  every  «>uch  veiiiiel,  and  that  ior  the 
purposes  aforesaid  the  said  vessels  shall  (if  necessary)  be  opened  in  their  bulla  when* 
ever  the  said  officaia  may  raquire ;  and  if  any  such  vessels,  or  any  part  thereof,  or 
any  engines,  machineryf  rhraitare,  tackle,  apparel,  boats,  stores,  or  equipments,  shall 
on  any  such  survey  be  declared  hy  any  ol"  such  :  iTj^n  -  i  i-  agents  unsenworh.y,  or  not 
adapted  to  the  service  thereby  agreed  to  be  petturiued,  every  vessel  which  shall  be 
disapproved  of,  or  in  which  such  deficiency  or  defect  shall  appear,  shall  be  deemed 
ii  f  ftcient  tor  any  service  therebv  a?:rced  to  be  perforraed,  and  shall  in.t  he  emploved 
again  in  the  conveyance  of  Her  Majesty's  maiis  until  such  defect  or  deficiency  sball 
have  been  npaired-or-auppUed  to  the  aatiefcetion  of  the  aaid  Postmaster  Ocneial. 

6.  Except  as  hereinafter  provided,  the  riehts  and  obligatione  of  the  Postmaster  General 
and  the  said  Com|mny  respectively,  under  uie  eaid  articlea  of  aereement  of  the  leth  day  of 
April  IMl,  shall  henceforth  be  the  saflBe  in  all  reepMla  aa  if  iS$  nronrioas  then  of  herein- 
Mbra  aat  forth,  and  nurabend  1  to  « inekwve,  were  omiited  tbererrow. 


7.  ITer  Majesty's  Postmaster  General  herel)y  releases  the  said  Qjinpany  from  the  obliga- 
tioa  of  those  parts  of  the  said  articles  of  agreement  of  the  17th  day  of  Kovember  1866, 
nliidi  provide,-^ 

(1.)  That  the  TeMeib^  engines,  eqnipments,  officers,  engineers,  and  crew  shall  he 

subject,  in  the  first  instanre,  nnd  fmm  time  to  time,  and  ■.\t  all  times  afterwards,  to  the 
approval  of  the  Postmaster  General,  or  of  suih  other  person  or  persons  as  he  shall  at 
any^time  or  timea  antliorisa  to  inspect  and  examine  the 


(2.)  That  the  Company  ehall  (if  raqnired  by  the  Postmaster  General)  submit  tba 
designs,  plans,  and  sections  of  every  vessel  intended  to  be  employed  in  tlie  p  rfr  rraance 
of  the  s;«id  agreement  to  the  Posimaster  General,  and  be  bound  to  adupt  sucii  fitting 
and  scantlin^zs  as  he  or  the  Lords  Commiiisioners  for  executing  the  office  of  Lord  High 
Admiral  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  ahall  consider  anitable 
and  requisite,  and  that  no  Tcaael  shall  be  ramlofed  under  the  said  agreement  nntil  it 
end  its  machinery  shaH  hate  been  preriooslj  tried  nnderweigh  and  finally  appiorcd 

as  aforesaid. 

(3.)  That  the  Postmaster  General  shall  have  full  power,  whenever  nnd  as  often  as 
he  may  deem  it  requisite,  to  survey,  bv  any  of  his  oflBeers  or  afcents,  all  or  any  of  the 
vessels  employed  and  to  be  employed  in  the  performance  of  the  said  agreement,  and 
the  hulls  thereof,  and  the  engines,  machinery,  furniture,  tiicklc,  appurel,  stores,  equips 
nients,  and  the  officers,  engmans^and  ciawof  avaiy  anch  vessel ;  and  any  defect  or 
deficiency  that  may  be  discovered  on  any  such  survey  shall  be  forthwith  repaired  or 
supplied  by  the  Company,  and  that  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  the  said  vesi>els  shall,  if 
necessary,  be  opciii  d  in  tlieir  hulh  whenever  the  said  officers  may  require;  and  if  any 
of  such  vessels,  or  any  part  thereof,  or  any  engines,  machineiy,  furniture^  tackleL 
appasel,  boats,  stores^  m  equipments,  shall  on  any  sndh  surrey  be  de^wed  by  any  of 
such  officers  or  agents  unscavvorthy,  or  not  adapted  to  the  service  thereby  agreed  to 
he  perfomaed,  every  vessel  which  shall  be  disapproved  of,  or  m  which  such  deficiency 
or  oefevt  shall  appear,  shall  be  deemed  inefficient  for  any  service  thereby  agreed  to  be 
p<?rfonnpd,  nnd  phal!  not  be  again  employed  in  the  conveyance  of  mails  until  such 
detect  or  detieieucy  has  been  repaired  or  supphed  to  tlie  satisiactiou  of  the  Postmaster 
GenciaL 
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8.  Except  as  hereinafter  provide<l,  tlie  rights  and  obligations  of  the  Postmaster  General 
and  the  said  Company  respectively,  under  tlie  aaid  articles  of  agreement  of  the  17th  day  of 
November  186fl^  •hul  bencdbrth  be  tbe  Hume  m  all  reapecu  at  if  the  pccnriiioiM  henin- 
befofe  set  forth,  and  numbeied  1  to  S  Mdnuve,  were  omitted  therefrom. 

9.  If  the  said  Company  shall  fail  to  deliver  Tier  Majesty's  mails  at  any  port  at  which  the 
same  ought  to  be  delivered  in  purtjuaucij  ot  auy  ol  tlie  tsvo  firstly  hereinbefore-recited 
contracts  for  24  hours  or  more  after  the  time  at  which  the  same  ou^ht  to  he  delivered 
accordiiiLt  to  the  provisions  of  sucli  contract  which  shall  for  the  time  heing  be  in  force,  the 
time,  exclusive  of  stoppages  in  respect  of  both  the  said  contracts  until  further  altered  as 
in  the  said  contracts  respectively  provided,  to  be  tiiat  hereinafter  specified  and  shown,  so 
far  ae  regards  the  several  uorts  hereinafter  named ;  that  is  to  sav,  between  Southampton 
and  Alexandria  SIO  honrs,  oetween  Maneilles  and  Alexandria  155  nonra,  between  Snes  and 
Calcutta  499  hours,  between  Siiidhesids  and  Suez  4S8  hours,  between  Bombay  and  Hong 
Kong  413  hours,  between  Hong  i^ong  and  Shanghai  84  hours,  and  between  Suez  and 
Bookbay  312  hours,  from  the  expiration  of  wUdl  several  periods  of  hoars  respectively  the 
said  period  of  24  hours  shall  in  each  ca^^c  commence,  then  ;ind  in  every  such  case  the  said 
Company  shall  lurfeit  and  pay  to  iler  Majesty,  iier  hcir^  and  successors,  the  sum  of  50  /. 
for  every  complete  period  of  24  hours  dnring  which  tbe  delivery  of  such  mails  shall  be 
delayed  beyond  the  time  at  which  the  same  ought  to  be  delivered  as  aforesaid ;  provided 
always,  that  the  payment  of  any  such  penalty  as  aforesaid  shall  not  be  enforced  against  the 
said  Company  if  it  be  shown  by  them  to  the  satisfaction  of  tlic  Postmaster  Gem  ral  that 
the  delay  has  arisen  from  causes  over  which  they  the  said  Company  had  not  and  could  not 
have  bad  any  control. 

10.  If  the  said  Company  ^^hall  delhrer  Her  Majesty's  mails  at  any  port  at  which  tbe  same 

ought  to  be  delivered  in  pursuance  of  any  of  the  hereinbefore-recited  contracti>  24  hours 
or  more  before  tlie  time  at  which  the  Company  is  bound  to  deliver  tbe  san^e  according  to 
tbe  provisions  of  suchconiract  wbieh  shall  for  tbe  time  being  be  in  force,  sueb  time  to  bo 
at  present  as  iu  tlie  last  preceding  paragraph  provided,  then  and  in  every  such  case  Her 
Majesty's  Postmaster  General  shall  pay  to  tlie  &aid  Company  a  premium  of  25  /.  for  every 
complete  period  of  24  honrs  b]r  which  tbe  delivery  of  such  mads  shall  bam  been  accelc- 
vated  as  aforesaid. 

11.  Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  declared,  that  the  extra  time  allowed  in  any  of  tiie 
bereinbefoKt-reeited  contracts  during  the  seasons  of  the  sotttb-west  and  north-east  moo- 

sooDs  shall  he  taken  into  account  in  Al  questions  relating  lopcnallks!,  btttsball  notbetftkcn 
into  account  in  any  question  rclatiug  to  prLmiums. 

12.  If  Her  Majesty's  Postmaster  Geuernl  shall  consider  any  of  the  Company's  yessels 
unfit  for  the  conveyance  of  mails  in  pursusuce  of  any  of  the  hereinbefore-Kcited  con- 
tracts, he  may,  by  writing  under  his  hand,  or  under  tlie  iiand  of  the  secretary,  or  of  any 
of  hia  assistant  secretaries  Jbr  the  time  being,  require  the  said  Company  to  show  cause  why 
such  vessel  should  not  be  withrlrawn  from  the  aforesaid  service  ;  nnd  unless  within  six  weeks 
after  such  requisition  the  said  Company  shall  show  cause  to  the  contrary  to  the  satiafac- 
tion  of  die  said  Postmaster  Graeral,  Tm  may  at  any  time  after  tbe  «cpirstton  of  the  said 
period  ofsix  wei'ks,  by  ^vriting  under  liis  hand,  or  under  tht;  !iand  of  his  serrtitarv,  or  <>(  any 
of  hiB  assistant  secretaries  lor  tiie  liuie  being,  declare  such  vessel  to  be  unfit  for  the  convey<- 
ance  of  mails;  and  after  such  declaration  shall  have  been  mode  it  shall  not  be  lawful  forue 
said  Company  to  employ  Buch  vessel  in  the  performance  of  any  of  tlie  licrcinbefoie-recited 
contracts.  And,  in  order  to  deterniine  whether  the  said  Postmaster  C'oneral  shall  be  justified 
in  declaring  any  TCSsel  unfit  for  the  conveyanco  of  mails,  or  whether  the  said  Company  shall 
be  able  to  show  cause  to  tbe  contrary,  a  special  examination  shall  be  made  of  the  hull  and 
machinery  of  any  such  vessel  by  such  person  or  persons  as  may  be  selecied  for  diat  purpose 
by  tbiB  PostnaMer  GencnL 

13.  The  equipments,  ofiicers,  engineers,  nnd  crew  of  each  vessel,  when  such  vessel  is  in 
any  British  port,  shall  continue  to  be  subject  at  all  times  to  the  inspection  of  the  said  Post- 
nwrter  General,  or  of  such  other  person  or  persons  as  be  shall  at  any  time  or  times  authorise 
to  make  audi  nspeelioit. 

14.  The  followins  annual  sums  shall,  as  from  the  date  of  these  presents,  be  deducted 
and  retained  b^  the  Postmaster  General  from  the  annual  sums  payable  to  the  said  Company 
under  tbe  hersmbefore-recitMl  contracts  rsspectivcly ;  (that  is  to  sayV- 

An  annual  sum  after  the  rate  of  4,600 1,  per  annnm  (in  addition  to  tbe  annual  sum  of 
15,000/.  deducted  by  virtue  of  the  snicl  ni'reo^'ienl  of  the  1st  day  of  Jiin»  IBOl)  from 
and  out  of  ihc  aggregate  of  the  annual  sums  payable  to  the  said  Company  uncier  the 
said  contracts  ot  the  Ist  day  of  January  1853  and  the  7th  day  of  July  1854. 

An  annual  sum  after  the  rate  of  600 per  annum  Irom  and  out  of  the  annual  sum 
payable  to  tbe  ssid  Company  under  the  said  eonlraet  of  tho  Utth  day  of  April  1861, 
or  from  and  out  of  the  annual  sum  payable  to  the  said  Company  under  tbe  said  coi^ 
tract  of  the  ITtli  day  of  November  1865. 

16.  Nothing  herein  coutiuned  shall  exempt  the  vessels  of  tbe  Company  from  liability  to 
be  snrveyrd  by  or  on  behalf  of  tbe  Board  of  Tndo  witti  icfeie&ee  to  the  aooommodatioa 
for  passen^rs  or  otherwise. 

Itt.  An 
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16.  All  and  singular  the  provisions  and  stipulatic  ns   f  the  hArnabefore-recited  contrnctB,      ^pp  No.  1.. 

and  each  of  them,  are  heieby  confirmedi  except  so  far  as  the  iuneaie  hereby  discharged  or   

modified. 

In  witness  whereof  the  said  Edward  John  Tvord  Stanley  of  Alderley,  Her 
Hejeety's  Postmaster  General,  bath  hereanto  set  bis  hand  and  seal,  and  the 
PeniasaliT  and  Oriental  Steam  Kavigatioa  Company  have  oaased  their 
common  seel  to  be  herraoto  affixed  the  day  and  year  fini  above  written. 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivt  rod  by  the  wilhin  nann  d^ 
Edward  John  Lord  Stanley  of  Aldeiley,  Her 
Idajesty's  Postmaster  Geneiel,  in  the  presence 
of 

J.  L.  Du  Plat  Tai/lor, 
Private  Secretary, 

General  Post  Office. 

Sealed  ponaant  to  an  order  of  the  Board  of  Direc-^ 
tors,  in  couforroity  with  the  provisions  of  the 
Deed  of  Seltfement,  in  the  presence  of 

C,  W.  Howell,  • 

Secretary. 
Z,  Brooke, 

General  Post  Office.  . 


—  No.  9.  - 

COPIES  of  CoBBESPONDENCB  relative  to  the  proposed  Wbbklt  Mail betweoi 

the  United  Kingdom  and  Bombay. 


No.1. 

Mr.  Melvill  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Post  Office. 

Sir,  India  Office.  26  October  1860. 

By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  in  Council,  I  forward  to  yon,  for  the  con- 
sideration ot  Her  Majesty's  Postmaster  General,  the  accompanying  copy  of  a  letter  from 
tte  Govrmment  of  India,  together  with  a  commonieation  from  the  jMreetor  General  oFthe 

Post  Office  of  India,  proposing  a  modification  in  the  existins^  arrangements  with  the 
Peninsular  and  Oticota!  Steam  Company  lor  the  conveyance  of  the  mails  between  England 
and  India. 

Sir  Charles  Wood  concurs  in  ihi  opinion  of  the  Government  of  India,  ihdt  it  is  highly 
desirable  10  provide,  ati  soon  as  possible,  lor  toe  estabtisluncal  of  weekly  postal  coiniiiuni- 
cation  between  England  and  Bonibuy,  and  he  hopes  that  Lord  Stanley  of  Alderiey  will 
likewise  make  a  favourable  view  of  the  proposed  arrangement,  uud  in  his  commnmeationa 
witb  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  preparat»ry  to  the  condaiion  of  the 
new  contract  with  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Compaoy,  will  give  his  support  to  the 
sugsestion. 

With  regard  to  the  subsidiary  arrangements  suggested  by  Mr.  Riddell,  Sir  Charles  Wood 

suspends  hrs  opinion  till  he  sliiill  receive  the  further  communication  promised  by  the  Go- 
vernment of  India,  when  they  shall  have  been  made  acquainted  with  the  sentiments  of  the 
sevetal.Chamben  of  Gommeiee  in  India. 

I  am,  &c. 

The  Secretary,  Post  Office.  (signed)      J,  Cosmo  MelvilL 


Enclosim  1,  in  Nou  l. 

Home  Dbvaivkbkt. 
Post  Office.^No.  16  of  1800,  August  Slst. 
To  The  Bight  Hononieble  Sir  Cftaf/«  Wood,  Bart.,  a,  c.  b.,  Scoretory  of  State  <br  indie. 
Sir, 

We  have  the  honour  to  transmit  the  accompanying  copy  of  a  letter  from  tlie  Di  f  i  tor 
General  of  the  Post  Office  of  India,  drawing  attention  to  the  expediency  of  an  alteration  in 
the  existing  arrangements  with  the  Pemosnlar  and  Orienlal  Cmnpenylor  the  oooveyance  of 
the  mails  between  Ei^^aiid  and  India. 

2.  The  present  arrangement,  under  whidi   four  innib  are  deFipatched  monthly  from 
England  to  India,  viz.,  two  to  Bombay  and  two  to  Calcutta,  cannot  be  considered  satis- 
0.49.  IIS  Ihctoiy^ 


fiftm&y  (us.)  of  Alderley. 


;r.  //.  Hall,  I 

Alexander  NcUrne,  iDireclors. 
W,  Font  Do  SaHOf  J 


AxnxDxc  TO .  xtBumfnovL  ihb 


App.  Vtk'ii     ftetory,  us  you  will  perceive  from  pamgnphs  two  to  six  of  the  Direolor  General's  letter. 

Under  it  Mr.  Iliddell  observes,  "  a  very  small  pditiun  of  India  derives  any  bem-fit  from  the 
two  mails  which  are  sent  direct  to  Calcutta,  and  even  Madras  and  Calcutta  uuuld  receive 
their  iiiails  eiirher  than  they  now  do,  if  they  received  them  vid  Bombay  instead  of  by  sea." 
Mr.  Kiddell,  therefore,  strongly  advocates  the  entire  abandonment  of  the  route  vid  Galle, 
Mid  the  despatch  from  London,  on  a- fixed  day  tn  each  week,  of  a  mail  to  Bombny  for  the 
wliole  of  India. 

3.  In  foi  w  irdini;  tiie  Director  General's  letter  for  the  considcralioii  of  Her  Majesty's 
Goviruau-nt,  we  beg  to  express  our  concurrence  in  his  views  of  tiie  expetiieiicv  of  providing 
as  soon  as  possible  for  a  weekly  postal  communicaiion  with  Bombay,  whereby  the  w  hole  of 
India  would  receive  letters  by  everv  maiL  At  present  onlv  a  very  small  part  of  India  has 
the  benefit  of  fonr  mails  in  the  month ;  the  whole  of  the  NortA-vestera  Pro^inceiy  the  Pnnjfth^ 
Scindo,  nnd  Bomtj^iy,  and  a  great  poition  of  thn  Madras  Presidency  receiTingno  benefit 
whatever  ii-oni  the  two  mails  which  are  sent  via  GalU<. 

4.  It  is  our  intention  to  invite  a  communication  of  the  views  of  the  seTcral  Chambers  of 
Commerce  in  India  upon  this  subject,  bot  we  think  it  destrsble  not  to  deliy  the  tnnamission 

to  you  of  Mr.  Riddell's  report. 

5.  Refarnng  to  the  correspondence  nr>tcd  on  the  mutgin,  we  would  add  that  in  case  at 
any  timetiw  Government  should  be  in  a  poi^ition  to  authorise  the  additional  expense  of  a 
direct  communication  between  Aden  and  Kuiracliee,  which  no  doubt  would  be  a  great 
advantage  to  Sctnde  and  the  Punjab,  it  seems  desirable  that  any  new  contract  for  the  con- 
veyance of  (lie  Indian  mails  slioidd  include  an  arrangement  for  running  a  small  isteamer 
between  Kurrachee  and  Aden  (both  ways)  twice  a  month,  to  be  carried  into  effect  by  the 
cootraetoTs  at  any  period  during  tlie  contract  on  recdving  a  oertain  notice  from  the  Goyem- 
ment  to  do  so. 

We  have,  &c 
(signed)  Can»in!i 

H.  B.  E.  Frer^  . 

Fori  Wiliitiiu,  31  August  lei60.  Cecil  Headon. 


Enclosure  2,  in  No.  1. 

From  H.  B,  Riddett,  Esq.,  Director  General  of  the  Post  Office  of  India,  (o  }V.  Grey,  Esq.* 
Secretary  to  the  Government  of  India  (No.  2668) ;  dated  the  24th  April  1860. 

As  the  mail  contract  with  the  Peninsular  and  Orientid  (Company  lor  the  conveyance  of 
the  mails  between  Great  Britain  and  Indii  will  expire  next  year,  I  desire  to  draw  the 
attention  of  ihe  Government  of  India  to  the  snhject,  in  the  hope  that  an  alteration  rnay  be 
made  in  the  existing  arran^ments,  whicii,  besides  being  unnecessarily  expensive,  do  not 
•ffiml  satisCsctocy  aceowmodation  to  the  public 

2.  At  present  four  vanW-  nrc  despatched  from  England  and  from  India  erery  month  ;  two 
from  and  to  Bombay,  auit  two  frum  and  to  Calcutta.  According  to  the  time  table,  3d  days 
are  occupied  between  London  and  Caleotta  vi&  Marseilles,  24  days  between  London  and 
Bombay.  The  mail  of  the  lulh  January  should  reach  Calcutta  on  the  13th  February, 
while  that  of  the  18th  January  should  reach  Bombay  on  the  10th  February.  It  is  clear 
that  all  places  within  three  days  post  of  Bombay  would  receive  the  mail  of  the  I8th  January 
vtd  Bombay  before  the  mail  of  the  10th  reached  Calcutta.  At  a  place  situated  as 
Benares,  the  mail  of  the  lOlli  Jannaryvttf  Caletitte  would  be  delivered  on  the  morning  of 
die  16th  Febrnary ;  a  mail  of  tlie  same  date,  if  sent  via  Bombay,  would  reach  Boiubov  on 
the  *2d  February,  and  be  delivered  at  Benares  on  the  7th  or  8th  February.  The  mail  wkich 
left  Lond<jn  on  the  ISth  January  vid  Bombay,  would  be  delivered  at  Benares  on  the  ISth'Or 
16th  February  at  the  same  time,  or  before  the  mall  of  tlie  lOtli  January  arrived  Iw'dCalcntln. 
Benares  is  about  1,000  miles  from  Buiubay,  auJ  422  miles  from  Calcutta. 

8.  As  I  have  slated  in  the  preceding  paragraph,  the  mail  which  left  London  on  the  10th 

January  is  due  at  Calcutta  on  the  13th  February  ;  if  it  were  sent  x:hi  Bombay,  it  would  be 
due  at  Bombay  on  the  2d  February;  and  uccurding  lo  present  rates  of  speed,  and  even  with 
existing  means  of  transport,  tiie  letters  would  all  be  delivered  in  Calcutta  on  tlie  <nh  or  10th, 
and  all  .Southampton  newspapers  by  tlie  12tl)  or  i;uh.  1  explain  below,  thai  the  period 
required  for  land  transit  will  be  very  materially  reduced  by  the  cud  of  next  year. 

4.  The  case  as  regards  Madras  is  siasilBr.  The  mail  leaving  London  on  ttie  10th  Janaary 

is  due  at  Madras  vid  Galle  on  the  dth  February;  if  sent  by  Bombay,  it  would  be  due  oa 
the  6th  February,  having  reached  Bombay  on  the  2d  idem. 

6.  It  is^  I  think,  clear  fivm  the  above  ststenMnt,  first,  that  -under  the  ezisting  airango. 

nient  a  very  small  portion  of  India  derives  any  benefit  from  the  two  mails  which  are  sent 
direct  to  Calcutta ;  and,  secondly,  that  even  Madras  and  Calcutta  would  receive  their  mails 
eioiter  Aen  they  now  do  if  they  received  them  xd&  Bombay  instead  of  by  sea. 

6.  I  would,  therefore,  strongly  advocate  the  entire  abandonment  of  the  sea  route  to . 
Calcotia,  and  the  despatch  from  London  on  a  fixed  day,  say  Wednesday  in  each  week,,  of  a . 
mail  to  Bombay  fi>r  the  whole  of  India.   Tf  this  measure  be  carried  out,  the  whole  of  Indh 
wiH  receive  the  benefit  of  a  weekly  mail  ;  at  present,  a  v-  ;  v  insignificant  portion  derives 
aagt  advantageirom  it.^  Asaving  can-be  nude  m  the  annual  subsidy  to  tbe  extm  of  tbe^ 
w^jgnU  lor  61,904  ntOst,  die  cuffiMmioe  bM^asa  the  distance  trardled  in  a  year  by  dM 

Pott 
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Post  Office  steHmers  by  the  existing  route  and  tliHt  which  would  be  travelled  were  Bombay  ^ 
made,  aa  it  unght  to  be,  flie  postal  port  for  all  India.  ' 

7.  I  f;ivc  in  iQari>iti  the  distances  ht  tweeii  tlie  chitT  ports  between  Suez  atld  Indlft.  It 
will  be  seen  that  Aden  is  1,776  miles  nearer  to  Uombay  than  to  Calcutta. 
The  mileage  saved  on  24  voyages  will,  therefore,  be  85,080  milea.   This  Sun  to  Aden 

will,  ho\vf!ver,  hti  leLluced  bv  tlic  fuur  (•xtr:t  mails,  w  liicli,  if  :ny  t'loposal  QjJi ^  ^  Mairw  " 
is  carried  out,  will  be  despatched  ftoui  Loudon  and  froui  Bum  bay ;  tlie  >iaitm  to  Calmlte 
distance  from  Suez  tu  Bombav  being  2,972  miles.   Hie  distance  traversed  Adaato  Bmobqr - 

in  eiglit  vova^cs  (('  ur  in  each  diti  ctiori)  will  ^  c  23,770,  which,  deducted 
from  H<i,6bU,  gives  a  net  savmg,  east  of  ^uez,  of  61,i>04  uulcii. 

9.  A  con^erable  additional  saving  might  also,  a*^  it  appears  to  me,  be  made  on  the 

portion  of  the  line  between  Alexandria  an  I  Soutliiunptou.    There  are  now  foor  maiU  des- 

£ Itched  and  received  every  montit  via  Suutlmmptun.  If  there  were  really  a  weekly  mail 
rtbe  whole  of  India,  I  do  not  see  any  reas^on  why  more  than  one  mail  should  he  despatehed 
■via  Southampton  in  each  niontli.  Tlio  differcm  <  o£  charge  is  1  d.  on  each  new<?paper,  and 
2  d.  on  each  letter  ^  but  tlie  Suulhaijiplau  luail  mu&t  always  be  tathi  i  mure  than  a  week 
longer  in  transit  than  the  mail  sent  vid  Ma;ssilles.  The  chief  difficulty  which  prevents  the 
adoption  of  the  Marseilles  route  is  the  charge  on  aoldiers'  letters*  which  is  omlv  ld.iot  half-M- 
onnce.  Ilie  pvesent  Firench  charge  w  e  d.  for  balf^an-onnce,  hot  I  have  little  doubt  that  the 
French  P()?tOfricc  would  c  onsent  tu  a  rfdacliou  in  the  churL^e  in  the  ca<e  of  ^ioldi^■^s'  letters, 
and  1  believe  that  it  would  l)e  much  cheaper  to  pay  the  French  transit  charge  on  soldiers* 
letten  than  to  pay  the  cost  of  tiro  extra  steamers  u  month  for  the  purpose  of  conveying 
tbevn  across  the  Bay  of  Biscay  and  round  Spain. 

0.  I  would  also  su^^estj  that  it  is  probable  that  if  all  letters  and  newsjiupers  were  sent 
vid  Marseilles,  the  French  Post  Office  misht  coosent  to  take  a  smaller  sum  England 

than  they  now  require  on  each  letter,  and  that  an  uniform  rate  of  C  d.  per  Fnmce  -  -  - 
quarter-ounce  divided,  as  shown  in  margin,  would  be  as  profitable  to  the  fa^},*"'*-^^^'^  I 
Po^t  Office  as  the  higher  charge  which  now  varies  by  lialf'ounoes  for 

JEnglish  postntic  and  quarter-ounces  tor  French  postage. 

10.  If  the  French  Post  Office  will  not  reduce  their  charge,  and  if  we  are  not  bound  by 
convention  for  a  term  of  years  lo  adopt  the  Maraeilles  rouip,  the  advanta^  of  the  Trieste 

route  should  be  considered.    If  the  direct  railway  between  Vie  nna  and  Munidl  isopen,  I  hlive 
little  doubt  that  it  would  be  found  the  shortest  in  point  of  time. 

11.  If,  however,  the  changes  guciiested  above  cannot  be  carried  out,  there  will,  at  all 

events,  be  no  reason  (o  de-patch  moie  than  two  Southampton  mails  in  the  months  aa  no  one 
receives  at  the  present  time  more  than  t.vo  Southanipton  m  ills  m  a  month. 

12.  In  diitcubiiin^  tite  advantaue^s  ui  a  ucukly  mail  tu  Bombay,  and  die  abandonment  o^ 
the  Calcutta  luute,  I  have  put  aside  all  consideration  of  the  accommodation  to  passengers 
which  is  afforded  hy  the  mail  steamer-^  which  now  ply  between  Calcutta  and  Soes.  Th^ 
Government  may  eooeider  it  proper  to  puy  a  subsidy  to  a  company,  in  order  lo  receive  the 
advantage  of  hunc  and  last  p/.^-enger  steamers  to  Calcutta,  but  iheie  can  be  no  doid)'  that 
if  it  ia  not  neceiisary  for  postal  purposes  lo  subsidize  steamers  on  that  route,  it  is  not  proper 
10  charge  the  postal  revenues  of  Bnghmd  and  Indir  with  the  amount  of  the  subsidy. 

13.  There  can  be  no  question  that  when  Calcutta  and  Bombay  and  Madras  are  united  by 
railway,  as  ihey  will  he  in  (he  course  of  the  next  three  years,  Bombay  will  he  the  port  at 
which  the  English  mails  most  he  landed.   By  the  end  of  next  year  the  railway  will  have 

advanced  considerably  in  both  directions  ;  hut  even  now  1  will  undertake  that  the  mails 
shall  be  conveyed  acroM  India  weekly  for  an  iucreaae  of  expcuditure  very  much  below  the 
su^n  which  will  be  saved. 

14.  Before  concluding  I  must  notice  the  rate  ai  whit  h,  accordhiu:  to  the  official  time  tabl^ 
.the  coo  tract  ateainers  are  expected  to  travel.  The  contract  rate  is  fixed  at  10  knots  an 
hour ;  at  that  rate,  allowing  24  boun  «t  Aden,  the  time  occupied  'between  Suez,  and  Bombay 
«h    I :  ]   M  lavs  lu  hours.  The  time  occupied  between  London  and  Bombny  ooghinot 

lo  cjLcecd  20  days. 

15.  I  will  now  recapitulate  the  proposals  made  above,  and  some  of  the  advantaged  which 

I  believ-  will  result  if  they  are  adopted;  first,  I  recotnmend  that  the  Calcutta  and  Madras 
mails  be  sent  vid  Bombay  i  secondly,  that  a  mail  kare  Londoii  and  Bombay  on  a  fixed 
day  in  eaeh  week,  t.  e.  M  mails  a-year ;  thirdly,  thetthe  subsidy  now  paid  by  the  Qot emment 

of  India  T  ■  tin  conveyance  of  mails  hetween  .\deii  and  Cab  iitta  should  be  entirely  leaved. 
If  this  were  done,  all  India  would  receive  the  advantage  of  a  weekly  mail,  which  is  now 
oonfined  to-atery  small  portion  of  the  continent.  The  cost  of  two  extM'  Southampton 
mails  will  be  saved.  The  distance  from  Suez  to  B  in' n  v  bt  ;n«:  cornp-irntively  triflin<i,  the 
Government  need  not  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  great  company  wtiicix  now  monopolises  the 

16.  In  conclusion,  I  will  on!y  add  that  I  am  ignorant  of  the  sum  now  pnid  from  the 
revenues  of  India  for  the  Overland  mail,  and  I  shall  be  obliged  tf  you  can  furnish  me  with 
COpieaof  any  agreement  which  has  been  made  on  the  subject  with  the  English  Treasury.  If 
the  suggestions  which  ure  nmtie  above  are  adopted,  ihe  line  specially  subsidized  for  India 
will  be  that  from  Adeti  to  Bombay.  Australia,  Chiua,  Ceyion,  and  Mauritius  should  pay  a 
luge  sham  of  the  eost  of  4he  lines  between  Sues  «nd JfaisoJIes. 


« 


S34  APPSXSIX  TO  BSPOST  VBOK  TBB 

♦ 

Ap|i^  TSfo.  s. 

  No.  2, 

Mr.  F,MiUU>  Mr.  JVcfeiO. 

(1,272.  L.) 

Sir,  General  Port  Office,  15  Norember  18«0. 

I  HAVB  laid  before  the  Postmaster  General  your  letter  of  ihe  26th  ultimo,  trans- 
mittiag  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  GoTeroment  of  Imlia,  together  with  copy  of  a  com- 
uunicatioii  firom  the  Director  General  of  the  Poit  OfBce  uf  India,  proposing  a  modification 
in  the  existing  arrangempnts  for  the  conveyance  of  the  mails  between  this  country  and 
India,  and  I  am  directed  by  hie  Lordship  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  Sir  Charles 
Wood,  that  he  will  take  meoKures  for  ascertaining  what  would  be  the  expense  of  establishing 
a  weekly  mail  with  India,  to  and  from  the  port  of  Bombay;  but  that,  notwithstanding  the 
shorter  distance  which  would  have  to  be  travelled  by  sea,  he  much  doubts  whether,  instead 
ot  any  saving  of  expenditure  being  ctTocted  by  sending  the  uiails  wholly  by  way  of  Bombay, 
the  alteration  would  not  give  rise  to  an  increased  charge,  seeing  that  the  greater  number  of 
pMsetiger*  and  the  bulk  of  the  g^oods  traffic  being  tar  Calcutta,  tha  con^aeton  can  aSbid 
to  convey  the  mnils  by  way  of  that  port  at  :i  lower  raie  of  charge  than  thcy  COttld  if  tliey 
had  only  the  Goyerament  subsidy  to  look  to  as  a  remuneration. 

I  am, 
(aigncd)     F,  MUL 


No.  3. 

Mr.  Bot/letf  to  Mr.  F.  Hili. 

Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam  Navigation  Company, 
Offices,  122,  Leailenhiill-strcet,  London,  E.C.y 
Sir,  a  December  1830. 

Thx  cony  of  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Government  of  India  by  Mr.  II.  B.  Riddelt, 

Director  General  of  the  India  Post  OflSce,  having  been  forwiirded  to  the  managing  directors 
of  the  CompauY,  it  \vu6  reieribd  by  them  to  Mi.  Julm  iiitchie,  the  Company  s  superiaten- 
dcatat  Bombay,  at  present  in  Loudon,  for  such  information  as  he  might  be  able  to  furnish 
in  respect  fo  tlin  changes  in  ihr  ])ostal  service  therein  proposed. 

Mr.  Ritchie  having  resided  in  India  12  years,  and  posseobiiii!;  considerable  kiiov\ledge  of 
the  postal  iirrangements  of  that  country,  the  managing  directors  have  considered  that  the 
.  statements  contained  in  his  letter  to  them  might  be  of  some  value  to  you,  and  they  therefore 
beg  to  transmit  a  copy  of  it. 

I  have,  kc. 

.  Frederic  Hill,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.,  (signeoh       H.  BayUy, 

General  Post  Office.  the  Managing  Diiecton. 


Enclosure  1,  in  Ho.  3. 

The  Managing  Directors,  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam  Navigation  Company,  London. 

Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam  Navigation  Company, 
OflBces,  122,  Leadenhall-street,  London,  E.C., 
Gentlemen,  7  December  IfiGO. 

A0REBABI.Y  to  your  instructions  I  beg  to  report  that  I  have  examined  the  suggefr* 
tions  contabed  in  a  letter  firom  Mr.  H.  B.  Kiddell,  dated  S4th  Api9  last,  addressed  to  the 
Government  of  India,  recommending  certain  alterations  in  the  existing  arrangements  for 
carrying  on  the  mail  service  between  Great  Briiuin  and  India  on  the  c^xpiry  of  this  cora- 
fiany's  contracts  next  year.  These  suggestions,  if  carried  out,  would  amount  to  a  complete 
re>orgapization  of  the  company's  mail  service  and  afil-ct  lar^e  and  important  interests 
which  he  has  either  overlooked  or  did  not  consider  tt  necessary  to  take  into  account;  and 
us  they  have  received  the  qualified  approval  of  the  Governor  General  in  Coanci]>itia 
advisable  to  examine  them  in  detail  to  show  the  inaccuracies  which  they  involve. 

In  dealing  with  the  question  Mr.  Riddell  has  committed  the  common  mistake  of  ezamm*' 
log  it  from  11  narrow  and  local  point  of  view,  and  as  onlv  affecting  Uie  community  in  which 
he  lives.  He  has  not  considered  the  large  scheme  of  postal  communication  as  a  whol^ 
which,  in  working  out,  is  necessarily  imperfect  in  some  details  that  cannot  be  adjusted 
withnut  derangini:  the  whole  plan  ;  neither  has  betaken  into  account  the  interests  of  the 
great  Engliah  public,  the  party  most  deeply  affected,  Hod  which  contributes  ihe  largest  por- 
tion of  the  sohsidiss,  or  thMe  of  the  English  dqwndeociea  ia  the  Straila,  Chma,  and 
Australia. 

To  place  the  modificatioa  which  he  proposes  in  a  clear  form  I  would  direct  attention  to 
the  annexed  taUea : 

1  St.  The  present  scheme,  showing  the  time  of  arrival  and  despatch  of  mails  Ikon  Cdentla 

and  Madras. 

2d>  Fro  formd  table  of  a  weekly  mail  service,  showing  the  probable  working  of  Mr.  Rid- 
dell'a  pkD,  if  earned  into  opentiioii. 


ULSCr  COMMRXBS  OV  BA8X  XHDIA  OOHVUHIOATIOKB.  ItSS 

By  tbe  latter  plan  the  sea-borne  mail  service  tweimi  and  enda  with  Bombay.   Hie  eati-    App^No.  i« 

mated  difference  in  distunce  between  ii  and  tlie  present  scheme  on  ihe  Indian  side,  as  stated 
by  Mr.  Riddell,  61,904  uiilei>,  ma^  be  takei)  as  correct;  lie  ha^,  liowever^  omitted  to  take 
into  consideration  the  following  circumstances  : 

lat.  The  extra  diatance  that  would  be  run  by  the  ataamen  from  Bombay  to  Aden  daripg 
the  moneoon  months,  amnnntin^  to  about  4,000  miles. 

2nd.  That  a  weekly  cutnniunication  would  iiecesailate  four  additional  VOysge*  btttwceil 
Alexnndria  and  MarseilJes,  not  included,  the  distance  being  11,824  miles. 

These  are  minor  couHideralions ;  tlicre  are  otheis  uf  nmch  greater  weight: 

Ist.  Mr.  Riddle  overlooks  altogether  that  no  steam  company  would  contract  for  the 

performaace  of  a  weekly  matt  service  between  Suei  and  ^<Mabay  at  the  mileage  rate  at 

which  the  |weaent  Oalentta  mails  ace  earnadt 

Tlie  present  half  monthly  communication  with  Bombay  i*  amply  sufficient  for  the  truna- 
port  of  all  goods  and  passengers  to  and  from  that  port.  A  weekly  line  would  require  the 
employment  of  three  more  running  steamers,  and  as  this  would  leiid  to  no  increu>e  in  the 
commen  ial  revenue,  and  the  service  ivonid  be  purely  postal,  the  wbole  expenae  would  have  ' 

to  be  borne  by  Government. 

The  working  expense  of  28  additioaai  vuyat^ea  between  Suez  and  Bontbay,  with  three 
▼ceaels  of  abo^  1,400  tons  each,  would  be  about  120,0001, 

2n(l.  Mr.  Riddell  omits  to  make  any  provision  for  the  Cliina,  Straits,  and  Australian  mails 
which  have  lo  be  placed  atGalle.  and  whici),  pro  rata,  contribute  to  tbe  expense  ot  carriage 
from  tltence  to  and  from  England. 

3rd.  As  far,  iherel'  rp,  :<«  t!ic  M  iJras  mid  Calcutta  mail  nir :e  is  concerned,  the  only 
mileage  distance  in  qutrsiion  le  that  between  Gaiie  and  CukuUa,  about  03,120  miles,  tbe 
mail  sabiidy  for  which  amounts  to  17,W8  L 

It  roMiains  tf)  be  considered  whether,  for  such  a  trifling  economy  us  (his,  it  would  bewoi  lh 
while  to  deprive  Madras  and  Calcutta  uf  the  advantajjes  of  fiequent  and  regular  communi- 
caiioD  by  tl.e  lai^  steamers  of  an  intermediate  mail  ierTic&  and  of  the  direct  mail  servlee 
with  Australia  and  China,  advantages  of  some  impoTianoe  When  the  greai  and  gcoedng  trade 
with  these  counties  is  taken  into  account. 

On  this  point  the  mercantile  communities  of  the  two  Presidencies,  who  are  better  judges 
than  Mr.  Riddell  of  what  they  wan%  are,  I  am  certain,  at  vai  lance  with  him. 

4th.  So  far,  tberefote,  as  the  relative  economy  of  the  two  schemes  is  considered,  the 
result  stands  as  fellows : 

Bv  his  plan  the  mail  contract  would  stop  xhort  at  Galle,  againBt  the  wishes  of  the  Madras 
and  Calcutta  communities,  reducing  tbe  mileage  by  03,120  mil«^s,  at  54.  Qd.,  njUdOL 

Again»t  which  mast  be  placed— 

1st.  Additional  mail  serviee  from  Bombay  to  &us, .38  £.      a.  d. 

voyages  120,000   -  — 

2od.  Four  addiiional  voyage?  between  Marseilles  and 

Alexaiuhia.  11,824  miles,  at  S  4.  6  dL       -       -  3,261  12  - 
3rd.  Additional  expense  of  tnmsport  of  mails  across  India,  and  mcreaae  of 
Bombay  Post  Office  Establishment. 

It  is  not  intended  to  deny  that  the  piiseut  mail  scheme  is  incapable  of  ini[)rovement,  but 
Mr.  Riddell's  jealousy  of  tbe  "great  Company  which  now  monopolizes  steam  communica- 
tion east  ^Sues,"  hinders  him  m>m  suggesting  tbe  esaiest  and  most  economical  remedy 
for  existing  evils,  &c. 

Tbe  establishment  of  a  branch  mail  line  between  Bombay  and  Aden,  in  connection  with 
the  Oalcntia  service.  This  woold  supply  nearly  all  that  he  wants,  and  at  a  cost  to  tlw 
Government  considemhly  less  than  by  tite  plans  be  pfopoces,  while  it  would  meet  ihe 

general  approval  of  the  Indian  public. 

The  Company  have  already  su^ested  this  line,  but  as  it  would  add  nothiujB:  to  the 
revenue  for  {reiglit  and  passengers,  and  wottM  be  purely  a  mail  sen^,  the  aubsiny  should 
not  be  less  than  60,000  I. 

I  now  proceed  to  examine  the  advantages  which  Mr.  Riddell  supposes  will  be  secured  to 
India  by  mors  speedy  and  ngular  transmwsion  of  nails  overland  to  and  tnm  Bomlmy. 

I  note,  firstly,  that  he  states  the  time  for  conveyance  by  difc  to  Madras  from  Bombay  as 
four  davs.  I  am  almost  certain  that  this  is  a  mistake ;  the  ordinary  course  of  post  when  I 
left  In  jia  b^ig  six  to  seven  days. 

2nd.  That  the  letter  mail  to  Calcutta  would  take  by  the  existing  means  of  transports  even 
to  eight  days,  and  all  Southampton  newapaprra  10  to  11  days.  This  discre|iancy  in  lime 
any  seem  a  slieht  matter,  but  I  know  that  the  irregular  and  desultory  di^very  of  news- 
papers would  be  felt  as  a  serious  evil  by  residents  in  India.  I  ask  what  any  man  in 
England  would  say  if  he  received  the  "  Times  "  of  6th,  Ist,  4th,  2d,  6th,  3d,  and  7th, 
without  regard  to  sequence,  and  by  aaila  extending  over  fbor  or  five  days. 

T  nui  satisfied,  moreover,  tfiat  it  r;ui  be  shown  that  the  available  means  of  the  India  Post 
Office  are  not  equal  at  present  to  the  work  which  Mr.  Riddell  proposes  to  throw  upon  it, 
an  opinion  in  which  Captain  Tronson,  oar  superintendent  in  Calcutta,  concur*,  and  wbidi  1 
know  was  hdd  whan  I  mi  India  by  tlm  Pottmaater  General  of  Bombay. 

0.43.  £  K  Even 


JktmKhlX  TO  SXfOKT  FSOU  TBB 


A)i{>.No.  1.  Even  with  the  pre^  (  mniparatively  unimportant  ovciiand  :nuil,  co-i-Uiut  complaints 

  Appear  m  the  CalctttU  joumsts  of  the  tri'egulartty  of  iu  arnval  tiiere.    An  imperfect  esti* 

mftte  «f  the  dHBoaltiM  may  be  AnMd  A«m  the  Mlowhif  itetemetit  t 

The  prpsont  aveiaire  of  a  Bombay  Dia  l  abnut  90  hoxes  fiiu'  niirka(j;tis,  wHghing  three 
and  ii  half  tons,  and  the  Calcutta  and  Madras  iuail  consists  uf  about  the  sao^e  uuiuber  of 
fMicka^ei. 

We  mav  fnirlv  useiinip,  therefire,  that  the  weekly  mail  landed  at  Bombay  for  Calcutta, 
Madras,  uud  Ceuirai  India,  would  amount  tu  about  100  to  120  packages,  ueigliing  about 
five  tons. 

The  dt^tanc^  between  Bon)bay  and  Calcutta  by  the  railway  route  vid  Benares  is  abnnt 
1,4*20  miles,  and  of  this  tbeie  is  not  more  than  420  mile*  complete ;  the  remainder  oi  tlie 
lUstance^  say  1,000  miles,  must  be  performed  by  niiil  caitand  horse  and  coolie  d&k. 

it^owp  10  iDMire  the  •imaliancoaa  cMiTeyanoe  of  this  enormous  mail  acBOis  conntry  lo 
Madras  and  Calcutta,  ii  not  only,  I  feel  convinced,  beyond  the  resouroeiortbe  Fmt  Offie«» 
but,  I  believe,  almost  beyond  the  ability  of  Government,  leaving  out  of  account  the  ui»> 
avoidable  delays  and  damage  to  mail  packages  that  occur  in  tlte  rainy  fleason. 

In  addition,  to  lecure  dispatoh  from  Bombay,  the  post-office  there  must  be  greatly 
atren^thened  and  extended,  as  it  is  already  im:  hi,-  (o  meet  tlie  work  wliicli  falls  upon  it 

It  IS  true. that  as  the  railways  extend  the  facilities  of  overland  transit  wiiliacrease,  but 
we  cannot  look  to  the  completion  of  the  communication  throngliout  for  the  iBfxt  live  ytnt, 
U  |ni]ge  yonions  of  the  proposed  linet  are  at  pnamt  vatooobed. 

6H»ee  writine:  the  above,  I  have  received  «opy  of  «  letiMr  flren  tlw  Ohairman  of  tbe 
Cliamhcr  of  r  iiiinercc  at  Madras,  containing  the  views  of  the  mercaatile  OMdduniity  of 
that  pkice,  and  which  cmncide  with  the  condusion  I  bars  reoordad  abova  i 

UU  Thalt  in  Che  pnwent  itioomplelw  atete  of  the  railways,  it  he  "Very  objeeiioMbto 

to  relinouish  the  sea-borne  mail  service. 

Sd.  That  the  Indian  Post  Office  l>enartment  is  uitogether  incompetent  to  j^erAwm  the 
work  wluoh      'RkMeU*o  plans  wouki  iatpow  upoik  it. 

I  itnnox  a  copy  of  the  leitar,  tad  1  uiMkestand  that  «faiiilar  opiiiii  liaMre  bMa  cotpwsd 
at  Calcwia. 

twill  fa. 


Enclosure  2,  in  Xo.  a. 

Jamtt  AUam,        Managing  Direc  tor  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam  Narigation 

Company,  London. 

Chamber  of  Commerce,  Madraif 
Sir,  '  4  October  laeo. 

I  HATE  (he  honour  to  enclose  copies  of  letters 'ilrom  fhe  Covernment  of  India  to  this 
Chamber,  fin<!  of  my  reply  ttiereio,  relative  to  the  future  conveyance  of  the  overland  mails, 
and  (o  request  that  you  will  move  the  directors  of  your  Company  to  keep  in  consideration 
the  interests  of  the  public  of  the  easteni  side  of  india,  in  any  negotialions  wluch.  tliey 
may  bate  to  mOBe  to  GovenHUUitM  the  coneltMioa  «f  the  present  contract. 

I  hav«^  &C. 
(signed)      S,  S^Aou,  Chnirinau. 


Badoem  it  ill  No.  3. 

(No.  18&8.) 

From  W.  Grejff  Esq^  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  India,  to  the  'Seeietary  ot  the 

Uadiaa  Ghambsr  of  Commevee. 

Sir,  JPort  William,    September  IMO. 

With  referenoe  to  the  aeoempeMii^  copy  of  .a  letter  from  the  Director  General  of 

the  Post  Office,  No.  2668,  dated  the  24th  April  last,  I  am  directed  by  the  Governor 
C<  n<  rdl  in  Council  to  request  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  will  be  so  good  as  to  com* 
municate  to  that  oiSicer  any  sugKCstioQS  for  the  improvement  of  the  oveilaiid  tnail 
aenHee  which  it  may  appear  to  tiie  Cbembe r  drsifable  to  ado]^ 

The  Governor  General  in     mnrif,  T       to  add,  has  tmn'inltre  !  n  copy  of  Mr.  'RnldcTl' 
letter  to  Iler  Majesty's  Governmenl,  with  a  general  wcomnoendation  ttrat  steps ehould  be 
taken     provide  as  aoott  as  possible  for  fom  nails  in  the  month  l»  fiemboy^  m'oHJer  tlMt 

the  whole  of  India  may  benefit  "by  more  Freqtient  cOnrmumcatio**. 

t  Nr.  Riddell  wtil  be  desired  to  report  further  to  GoverMment  after  being  made  xe* 
qvaioted  with  the  winm  ^  the  *CMittb«a  «t      'fliKe  Piasidaieiet. 

riiave,  Srr. 
(signe^;)      W,  Qr^     •  ' 
IwMmgr  lft  to  ^ao^awawatirf  Hail.  - 


I3ELBCT  oomxns  om  mas  iroix  oonnanoATioara. 


£i)clo«Hre  4,  ia  liTo.  3. 
M.     JUW^  Jliq,  Director  (hmnX  of  the  iPoal  OffiM  of  India. 

ChkmliiT  of  Commerce,  Madrai,  ' 
Sir,  27  September  i860. 

With  Tefenmee  to  *  eonmnnieKtioD  flfom  tbe  Government  of  Indlii,  fhted  Srd  hittant, 

I  am  desireH  by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  to  convey  to  you  the  opinion  of  Its  members 
relative  to  your  letter  to  Government,  No.  2608,  datecl  24th  April  1800,  a  copy  of  whiob 
was  enclosed. 

In  this  letter  yon  ■drtx'ftte  certain  orjjanic  dinni-ps  In  the  mode  of  conveyrnc;  the  over- 
land mails  to  and  from  England,  which  changes  you  consider  should  be  carried  out  in 
next  year,  whon  (he  exi»ttOft  contioct  with  IheTeniniuUr  and  Oriental  Stenm  Narigmtion 

Cooipany  will  expire. 

Tou  propose,  firstly,  that  the  Oalcutta  and  Madras  mails  be  sent  viA  Bombay;  secondly, 

that  a  mail  It-ave  London  nnd  T^ombny  <ni  ii  fixed  day  in  each  week  ;  tliirdlv,  that  liie  sub- 
sidy now  paid  by  tlie  (rnvt  i  anient  of  India  for  the  cuQvejance  of  the  tanils  between  Aden 
ana  Calcutta  be  entirt-ly  s.ivcJ. 

These  pr  p  sals  involve  the  abolition  of  the  direct  steamer  mails  to  the  eastern  coast  of 
India;  a  radical  change,  which  can  oidy  be  justified  by  the  subslilulion  of  sorne  arrange- 
ment pussessini^  very  decided  advantages  a.s  to  speed  in  tmnsit  and  certainty  of  anival  and 
delivery.  It  is  adutitled  tbai  the  direct  steamer  muls  OMy  OMupy  on  the  voynee,  as 
shown  by  you,  two  or  three  days  more  than  the  letter  mail  by  the  Bombay  route  (the 
saving;  liowever  as  to  newspapers  being  next  to  nothing) ;  but,  in  cxi  han^e  lor  iliis  d'.  liiy, 
there  exists  a  very  tok-rable  assurance  oi  punctual  arrival,  and  also  tbo  adirant«|ie  of  the 
mail  being  ddivered  all  at  one  time. 

When  the  railway  communication  between  Bombay  and  MndraR,  and  Bombay  and 
Calcutla,  is  completed,  some  such  changes  as  tliu^e  uuvv  proposed  are  inevitable ;  and  keep- 
ing in  view  the  terminal  ion  of  the  ootatraet  of  the  Peninsular  and  Olseatal  GomliBny  in  neit 
year,  it  is  incumbent  with  Government  so  to  shape  its  next  arrangements  is  to  meet  the 
necessities  of  tlie  future.  The  Chamber,  therefore,  desires  to  expri  s«i  its  gatlsfactitHi  that 
you  have  thus  early  set  tho  question  in  motion,  with  a  Tiew  to  its  bring  thoroughly  examined 
in  the  interim. 

Until  this  railway  communication  between  the  Presidencies  is  perfected,  it  ajijHiani  to  the 

Chamber  that  the  prop! i-etl  changes  will  be  of  doubllul  value  to  all  the  ( uatern  ports  of 
Judia,  and  especially  to  the  capital  cities  of  Calcutta  and  Madras,  with  their  adjacent  dis- 
tricts. 'I'he  new  system  would  involve  a  week  ly  mail,  isnalcgovs  to  tbe  **  mail  iiid  Bombay  " 
as  now  e.vistint:,  but  in  an  exa;r;:^eraled  form,  with  all  its  present  evils  very  mucli  agirravated. 
The  "mail  viu  Bombay,"  is  carried  overland  in  India  partly  by  rail  and  partly  by  mail 
«an  or  fi*a4  ninoers. 

It  arrives  in  Madras  by  iustalments.  after  an  uncertain  period  of  transit.  Some  letters; 
and  a  very  few  newspapers,  come  on  the  first  day,  and  otiier  Tetters  and  more  newspapers 
on  the  second.  The  mails  in  certain  s  Hs<,n»  anive  muc  h  damaired  by  rain.  This  M;;t"  of 
things  is  very  annoying  and  hurassiug  to  the  public.  Ho  person,  especially  if  he  be  in 
bttsiness,  likes  an  uncertainty  as  to  whether  or  not  all  bfs  ktten  )»r  only  a  portion  of  them 
have  (  ome  to  h  ad,  and  frequently  nJuable  time  is  wasted  fion  thehopo  t)iat> a»  "  f xpedsd 
letter  ma)  yet  eume  to-morrow." 

If  this  undesirable  state  of  things  be  in  existence  (and  perhaps  necessarily  so)  with  a 
light  rn  id,  sueh  as  ue  have  vid  Bombay,  we  may  infer  that  it  wdl  t>e  greatly  agfirravated 
were  all  Euiopean  correspondence  diverted  into  the  same  route.  The  direct  steamers 
hDng  for  this  city  lO  or  perhaps  20  times  the  nimilier  of  letters  brought  by  the  Bombay 
Ipav;  io  ffott  the  latter  is  con^rativelv little  used.,  The  question  then  naturally  arises  how 
lliete  hoivy  mails  are  to  be  carried,  and  over  how  many  days  the  delivery  will  have  to  Ibe 
spread . 

U' it  be  said  that  the  pu»t  ofliee  cuntemplaies  a  large  addition  to  the  present  estabUsh- 
meot  of  mail  carls  and  runners  to  meet  tuB  exigency,  I  am  desired  to  say  that,  in  the 
opii.ion  ol  the  Chamber,  such  an  increase  as  will  entirely  obviate  tlnRe  ohjectiuus,  is  next 
to  impossible.  Further,  admitting  the  uoksibility,  ii  is  nut  supposed,  judging  by  past  ex- 
perience, that  the  public  will  place  muoi  coafideoca  in  any  promises  nt  such  increase  to.be 
made  now  by  the  post  ofBce  authorities.  ' 

Tbe  present  service  by  nail  carts  and  nmnere  >s  probably  as  bad  as  it  can  be,  and  there 
is  no  fair  prospect  tliat  it  will  be  so  improved,  and  its  re^>ourees  so  much  dev<  Iop>  d,  as  to 
render  it  equal  to  tbe  immenseiy  increased  duty  which  theso  proposed  changes  would 
burden  it  with.  And  the  Chamber  cannot  avoia  obserimg  that  vonr  latter  niidar  oaii» 
wderation  aiertly  states  r|i'iragrapb  13),  that  you  will  andertake  that  the  mails  sbail  be 
conveyed  acroee  Jiadia  weekly  ior  an  increase  of  expenditure  very  Qiuch  be-low  iho  mm 
which  will  be  saved,  while  you  laake  m  sfwcial  reti^rence  to  increased  aslafaibhaMit^ 
either  of  cnrts  or  runners,  to  tne  average  speed  at  which  the  Jettcis  shall  be  con«eyad»  or  to 
the  uuportant  point  of  simultaneous  delivery. 

From  these  considerations  the  Chamber  has  arrived  at  tlie  conclusion  tha-  until  railway 
OOmroujiicaMOB  be  complete  across  India,  f  rom  Bombay  to  Calcutta  and  Madras  respectively. 
It  w9H  be  more  for  tW  intere^  of  the  public,  and  especially  of  tfiat  portion  of  it  on  this 
side  of  Ir,<li.i,  ti,  u.iiiiitaiij  lilt'  tiieL-:fiit  flue  ni"  ^-.ti-iiiijt'is  frutu  Aden  to  C,.:l<: iitt,:i 

it  is  observed  that  the  (.Tovemor  General  in  Council  has,  in  trautMtatttug  your  letter,  re- 
cmnmended  the  provition  of  ftar  mays  moKthfy  to  Bombay;  but  as  this  is  evidently 
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,^  intended  to  be  concurrant  with  the  mtinlieiMmee  or  the  mail  steamerg  to  Calcutta,  it  doet 
not  aifect  the  question  immediately  befora  aa^  and  only  demands  tl)e  thanks  of  the  public 
as  leading  to  increased  mail  commnnication.  A  plan  embracing  a  weekly  mail  from 
Miirseilles  to  Aden,  with  steamers  leaving  thnt  part  for  Bombay  and  Calcuita,  on  the 
arrival  of  each  mail*  is  one  which  would  be  hailed  as  a  great  im{M'ovement  ou  the  present 
•ervk«. 

In  this  letter  it  has  tiot  been  thought  expedient  to  touch  on  the  subject  of  passengers, 
cargo,  and  parcels,  brought  hy  the  direct  steamers,  but  it  is  evident  that  the  interests  of  the 
imbiic  in  tins  part  of  the  question  is  very  great,  and  that  Ooramment,  when  dcaUag  witii 
the  ■^M^joct,  will  net  b??  nblu  to  Ignore  it,  and  to  treat  the  matter  exc'u^ivply  ;i  Pust  Office 
queitiou.  i  niiiy,  lm\svv(  r,  uititiliou,  that  the  abolition  of  the  direct  mail  woul<l  cttuiieagreat 
number  of  pur  ( >  rir  i.iin  <r  samples  and  light  miscellaneous  articles  to  be  sent  throng 
tli«  PoBt  Office,  thus  rather  ku^y  inenanng  the  diificttltjr  of  laad  tniisit  befiwe 
ninnA  to. 

I  havf ,  &c. 
(signed)      H,  NtUorif  Chatroiaa. 


Enclosure  5,  in  No.  3. 
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No.  4. 
Mr.  A'A  to  Mr.  AUnIL 

Sir,  General  Po»t  Office,  18  Deoenber  1M0. 

^Vi  T  ii  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  2flth  October  last,  and  its  enclosu'-es,  from  the  Qxj- 
vernmettt  of  India,  and  the  Director  General  of  the  Indian  Post  Office,  pointing  out  the 
adntntag^e  ih.it  wmdd  be  derived  from  the  transmtssion  of  the  Indian  mails  wholly  by  the 
route  of  Bombay,  I  am  directed  bv  the  Postmaster  General  to  request  that  yon  will  lay 
before  the  Secretary  of  Siate  for  India  in  Council,  the  accompanying  copy  of  a  letter*  from 
the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam  Navigation  Company,  covering  copy  of  a  letter  from  the 
Company's  agent  at  Bombay,  in  which  he  calls  attention  to  obvious  objections  to  the 
p>rop(»eu  alterations,  and  lam  to. sorest  that  these  papers  should  be  forwarded  to  the 
Oofemmeat  of  India  for  its  conndeiation. 

I  am,  &C. 

J.  C.  Mdvili,  Esq.,  India  Offiee.  (signed)  BiU. 

Digiiizuu  by  Ljf.jK.i-^i'^ 


gSLBOT  COMMXrCBB  ON  BABT  DffTCA  OOHIICIIICATIOXB. 

No.  6. 

Mr.  Mfritak  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Post  Office. 

Sir,  rndia  Office,  S.W.,  12  January  IROl. 

I  AM  directed  by  the  Secretary  af  State  fur  India  in  Cuitncil  lo  transmit,  for  the  cor<- 
sideration  of  Her  Majesty's  Postmaster  Oeneml,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Goverament  of ' 
Bombay,  leather  with  its  enclorare,  relatiog  to  a  piopunl  for  direct  steam  eonniunicatioii 
between  Kurrachee  and  Suez. 

I  Am,  Sec. 

To  the  Secretary,  Post  Office.  (signed)      Herman  Merwale, 


Enclosure  1,  in  No.  5. 
(No.  38  of  1860. — General  Department.) 

To  the  Right  Hononmble  Sir  C  Wood,  Bart.,  m.p..  Her  Majeaty'a  Principal  Secretary  of 

State  for  India. 

Right  Honourable  Sir, 
We  hafe  the  honour  lo  transmit  herewith  a  memorial  from  the  Kurrachee  Chamber  of 
Gonmeree,  addreiMd  to  Her  Majesty's  Postmaster  G^enoml  for  England,  praying  for  direct 
steam  eowmuDieation  between  Kurrachee  and  Suez. 

2.  The  Commiseioner  in  Siode.  m  sebmittiag  tills  memorial,  has  made  the  foUowing 

representation : 

''I  would  earnestly  request  your  Excellency  iu  Council  t»  sotimit  this  memorial  tor 
thp  tiif)«t  favourable  consideration  of  ^l-^r  Nlnjesty's  Govsrnment;  und  I  take  this 
opportunity  of  representing  the  gre  it  advantages  to  be  expected  were  Kurrachee 
made  the  pomt  ot  arrival  and  departure  for  the  extra  mmla  which  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  applies  for ;  the  grtatest  of  these  bein^  its  proximity  to  Aden  and  the 
Bed  Sea»  and  its  telegraphic  etmmnnicatHm  «Uh  all  parts  of  India. 

*  S.  We  are  of  opinion  that,  considering  the  trade  In  Enropean  merchandise  is  at  present 

m  its  infancy  at  Kurrachee,  and  that  it  is  inaccessible  -it  lu-ii  tidf?  to  vessels  drawing  more 
than  17  feet  of  watt-r,  it  would  be  premature  to  carry  out  at  any  considerable  charge  on  the 
Government  Treasury  a  direct  line  of  communication  by  steamer  between  Suez  and  the  Red 
Sea,  for  Europe.  But  there  can  be  no  doubt  that,  if  the  importance  of  runn'infr  first-cJass 
steamers  to  tins  Presidency  on  the  west  coast  is  so  far  ncknowledgcd  tu  auy  new  contract 
BB  to  provide  for  a  weekly  commoaiealion  with  nil  India  by  this  obvious  Bombay  courae,  it 
would  greatly  aid  and  encourage  our  settlement  at  KurrachfC  in  ^indtf,  if  the  contract  were 
to  be  so  determined  that,  twice  a  month,  either  the  large  steamers  should  extend  their 
voviige  t  i  und  fioni  Kurrachee,  or  that  tiking  this  for  tlu'ir  port  of  arrival  and  departure, 
a  line  of  suitiible  coast  steamers  of  sutiicient  uower  should  run  io  correspondence  as  mail 
and  passenger  steamers  between  this  port  ana  Kurrachee. 

We  bave»  fte. 

Bombay  Castle,  27  October  1800. 


EooUwttie  %  in  TXo.  9. 
To  the  Postmaster  Gencml  for  England. 
The  Memorial  of  the  Heicantile  Firms  composing  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  Kurrachee^ 

Respectfully  showetb, 

TuAT  it  has  come  to  the  knowledge  of  your  nienioria]is(<i  that  the  term  of  the  contiact 
entered  into  by  the  British  Governmeni  with  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam  Navigation 
Company  for  the  conveyance  of  Her  Majesty's  Indian  Mails  will  expire  at  the  dose  ctf  the 

present  year. 

That  Vour  memcfialistB  therefore  beg  most  respectfully  to  submit  for  your  favourable 
coiisitlertilion,  pending  a  renewal  of  the  contiact  with  the  same  Company*  or  the  entering 
into  a  fresh  contract  with  any  other  Company,  the  growing  importsnoeof  the  port  w 
Kurrachee,  and  the  claims  in  political,  military,  and  commercial  points  of  view  to  li?  ies|.ected 
in  a,ny  contemplated  mail  arrangements  possessed  by  Sind  and  tlie  proTiocu&  subject  to  the 
Punjab  Government. 

That  in  solic  iting  your  attention  to  this  matter  your  memorialists  venture  to  lay  bcforsyOtt 
a  brief  outline  of  the  position  of  Kurrachee  as  a  commercial  port 

That  Kurrachee  may  be  defined  as  the  g-ate  of  Central  Asia.  It  is  the  most  westsra 
port  of  India,  and  possesses  the  only  land-locked  harbour  between  Bombay  and  the  Persian 
Gulf.  Since  the  year  1B44  its  trade,  which  might  then  be  represented  as  nii,  haa  been 
rapidly  and  steadily  ineveaiing,  ontil  it  may  be  now  ststcd  at  ttttts  sbort  of  S,00O,<M)0  ateriing 
in  value. 

That  it  cannot  be  doubted  that,  on  the  «rpected  completion  by  tlie  end  of  the  present 

year  of  the  double  line  of  railway  now  under  construction,  with  the  view  to  connect  the  port 
with  the  River  Indus  at  Kotree^  and  of  the  powerful  flotilla  intended  to  ply  between  that 
IMS.  PO"^ 


point  niid  Mooltan,  a  terminal  station  of  the  Punjab  Railway,  not  only  w  ill  the  encouraging 
pi  o;^iekrt  of  the  exiernal  trade  of  the  port,  indicated  above,  be  maintained,  but,  and  more 
especially  if  a  more  dii  ect  communication  with  Europe  than  at  present  exists  can  be  secured, 
a  most  powerfiil  impatos  will  be  given  tu  the  trade  in  raw  ailk^  »bawU,  precious  stoaes,  and 
other  valuable  oommodities  now  springing;  up  with  Centnl  Asia. 

That  travellers  from  the  Puiijali  and  t'pper  India  to  Euiojje,  and  vici^  verf{(t,  will  also  be 
encouraged  to  adopt  this  route  in  preference  to  the  longer  aud  more  expensive  one  vH 
Calciitlii. 

That  at  present  mails  and  passengers  from  Earope,  in  transit  to  Sind  and  the  provinces 
beyond  it,  are  conveyed  iu  the  first  msiance  to  Bombay,  where  they  are  detainetl  from  24 
to  48  hours,  aud  then  sent  forwaid  to  tliis  port  in  ineffit  ient  steaoi  vtssels,  which  take  from 
three  to  five  days  in  making  the  passn^^e,  one  of  490  miles  only;  and  as  these  steamers 
oblsin  their  port  clearance  prior  to  the  amvsl  of  mnil  packets  from  8tiez,  specie  and  goods 
destined  for  Knrrachee  and  its  dependenriRS  are  iu  consequrnec  delayed  in  Bondiay  until 
the  next  opportunity,  which  doe*  not  occur  befoie  the  lapse  of  another  fortnight.  The 
delays  thus  occa>ioned  cannot  be  otherwise  than  detrimental  tu  the  eomtnereial  and  gmml 
interests  of  the  provinces  refeired  to. 

That  the  positiottal  advantages  of  Knrrachee  ferseeurmg  rapid  telegraphic  oomm\inication 
have  been  already  recognised,  in  its  liaviiig  been  seSet  u  d  a^  the  terminal  point  of  the  .sub- 
marine cable  from  Suez  ;  and  your  mcmoriuliAts  would  delereutially  aubmil  that  the  same 
considetations  which  operated  in  its  being  fixed  upon  lor  that  purpose  may,  with  eqnal  force 
and  justice,  be  admi  ted  in  any  scheme  haviitg  for  its  objects  the  more  rapid tnmsBBissioB of 
mails  and  passengers  for  India. 

That  the  rehttive  distances  between  Karrachee  and  Aden«  and  Bombay  and  Aden,  are  as 
lottows,  namely : 

Kutiachee  to  Aden,  direct       -      ...      .      -   i,4M  mUes. 

Bombay  t<>  Aden,  direct,  in  fhir  sfason  -  -  -  1,648  „ 
Diito  -  in  south-west  monsoon  -  .  >  2,170  „ 
jDitto    -    vid  Karrachee       ....  1,935 

That  it  will  thus  be  seen  that,  fur  four  months  intheyear,  the  route  to  Bomt>ay  vi&  Kurrap 

chee  would  be  shorter  by  140  miles  than  the  diitct  one  now  used,  whilst  dnrins  the  other 
eight  months  tlic  pasjia^e  would  be  pr.!)uni:cd  by  only  277  miles,  or  24  hours'  fair  steaming. 

^hai  under  the  above  circumstances  your  memorialists  would  beg  most  renpectfally  to 
iiige  that,  in  any  fresh  contract  entered  into  for  ihe  conveyance  of  Indian  mails,  provision 
be  made  for  two  steamers,  in  addition  to  the  two  already  on  the  direct  line,  to  run  between 
Suez  and  Bombay,  citi  Kurrachee.  This  arrangement  wmM  pcetnc  to  nondx-.v  four  mails 
monthly ;  namely,  two  direct  and  two  via  Kurrachee,  whilst  it  would  give  to  Kurraciiee  a 
direct  uiail  every  fortnight. 

That  in  behalf  of  the  arrangements  they  have  thus  ventured  to  suggest,  your  memorifiTistg 
would  further  press  the  claims  of  the  large  and  important  section  of  Iler  Majesty's  subjects 
resident  in  the  Noith-W  est  Provinces,  west  of  Agra,  in  the  Punjab,  and  in  Sm<l,  who,  if  the 
proposed  line  of  communication  were  adopted,  would  receive  their  letters  from  Europe  four 
10  etx  days  earlier  tlian  they  obtain  them  at  present ;  and  if,  as  your  meroortaliats  submit 
not  by  any  means  improbable,  the  Red  Sea  Telegraphic  Line  hhould  continue  liable  to  inter- 
ruptions, your  mc-moriulist^  are  ot  opinion  that  the  miportanee  to  the  Government  of  India 
of  ihe  early  receipt  of  intelligence  from  Europe,  wbich  the  proposed  arrangement  would 
secure,  can  scarcely  be  overrated. 

And  your  memoiialiets,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray. 

Dtadel  Mclver,  Chairman, 
Forbimscir  and  tlie  other  Merchants  compOllnf( 
1  Sepember  1800.      '  tiie  Chamber  of  Commerce, 

« 

No.  0. 

Mr.  F.  HiU  to  Mr.  Mmvah. 

Sir,  General  Post  Office,  6  February  1861. 

I  BAY!  IsM  beftire  the  Postmaster  Oeuenil  your  letter  of  the  I2th  omaao,  Ibrwarding  the 
copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Governor  of  Bombay,  dated  the  27th  October  1P60,  to;^ether  witb 
a  memorial  iium  the  Chamber  of  Codimerce  in  Kurraciiee,  ta  which  it  is  requested  that,  in 
any  new  anangemaat  of  the  bhhI  services  performed  by  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam 
Navieation  Connwny,  ptoviMon  may  be  made  for  two  steamers  (in  addition  to  the  two 
already  on  the  direct  line)  to  run  between  Sues  end  Bombay  vtd  Karrscheey  thus  seeuiiic 
four  mails  monthly  to  Bombay;  via.,  two  direct  and  two  Kamchee,  and  a  direct  SMkU 
to  Kurrachee  every  fortnight. 

The  Postmaster  General  observes,  that  the  Government  ef  Bombay  do  not  support  the 
appli'^atfon  of  the  Chamber  of  Comirierce.  They  oidv  state  that,  in  the  event  of  a  weekly 
mail  between  England  and  India  bcmg  cstablis-hed  via  Bombay,  it  would  greatly  aid  and 
encourage  the  settlement  at  Konachee  in  Sinde,  if  the  contract  were  tu  be  so  framed  that, 
twice  a  month,  either  Uie  laige  steamers  should  extend  tlieir  voyage  to  and  from  Kuriacbe^ 
or  that,  taloBf  Bombay'fbr  tbeir  p«tt-  of  sirival  ud.  departure,  a  line  of  snitaUe  caMt 
steamers  of  sufHc i' 1 1  p  wcr  should  ruo  in  «oir«ipondMiQ^  US  awil *ad pttMBOger  StmilMI% 
between  Bombay  aiid  Kurracbeew  >  . 

.  lAs 
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As  resrnrds  the  proposal  for  aireeklj  service  to  Bombay,  I  am  directed  hfitit  Ix>rd«hip  f^jf,  fH^  |, 
to  refijr  you  to  «  leitt  r  from  thi«  office,  dated  the  15th  November  last,  and  to  a-noflipr  letter 
datfd  the  ISth  ultimo,  in  the  latter  of  fvfitcli  was  forwarded,  with  «  sugiiesiion  that  it  tihouid 
be  relVn  od  for  tlie  coiisidf'r;ni()n  of  tlip  Govi'mnient  ot  Indiu,  tlip  copy  of  a  letter  from  the 
Feninsalar  aad  Oneuiai  Company,  covering  a  report  from  the  Companys  agent  at  Bombay^ 
it  wlitcll  he  pawned  out  eeverei  Mrong  objectione  to  tmA  a  meaaure. 

But,  evm  if  the  proposed  alteration  were  adopted,  the  Poj^tMrnster  General  couM  not 
eott  rtain  any  proposal  Ibr  establishing,  at  the  joint  expense  of  India  nnd  of  this  country.  .  - 

a  fortnightly  onmnooication  by  stmm  vesaeie  heC«re«n  Bombay  and  Knmehee,  as  he  cnn« 
fiders  eoeh  a  •nvioe»  reqvixed^  •boaW  be  snpported  at  the  sole  expense  of  the  Indian 
Gbverament.  and  that  ihii  department,  nfler  providing  joiotly  wiih  India  for  the  couvey- 
•nce  of  ihe  umils  ns  far  as  Bombay,  CBiinot  properly  Ivj  clur^eri  urh  wy  eXpC^MB  to  h^ 
incurred  in  thtt  atier-couveyance  of  tb«  lcticr»,  in  .  to  their  liesUoutioo. 

While  tipnn  the  tmbject,  I  am  to  observe  that  the  oaenorialiete  appear  to  be  nndler  mmm 
uiscotx  ^  !:n  >  with  regard  t»  the  tarmioation  of  the  eonlncU  with  1^  PenibiMilar  wd 
Oriental  Company. 

The  fixed  ptxiod  for  which  tho«e  contracts  were  aitide  cxpire<l  in  Dtcember  last,  but  tike 
terricea  continae  in  force  miil  eitiher  party  to  the  cfMtncta  «hali  fp»»  13  aMWIha'  notice  tp 
the  other  of  an  intention  to  determine  them. 

T  am,  Sic. 

Herinao  Merirale,  Esq.,  c.  B.,  (signed)       F,  MilL 

India  OiBce. 


Ko.  9. 

Mr.  Mnioab  t»  die  Satwtafy  to  the  Poet  Ofioe. 

Sir,  India  OflEkw,  S.  W.«  1»  S^rtember  1 8C1. 

With  reference  to  uiy  letti  rs  xouv  addrr^g,  dated  •26th  October  1860{nnd  12th  Jaiiuaiy 
1861,  on  the  subject  of  the  csUiblis^mi  nt  of  a  weekly  mail  between  England  and  Bombay, 
and  the  discontinuance  of  the  postal  service  between  Aden  and  Madras  and  Caioatta*  I  am 
directed  by  the  Secratarj  of  State  for  India  in  Council  to  transimit,  for  the  information  of 
Her  .Majesty's  Postniaster  General,  the  accompanjring  copy  of  a  further  letter,  with  ita 
en  Insure,  from  the  Goveminent  of  ludia,  strongly  supporting  the  proposed  modificatioai 
ia  the  exiatiog  cou tract  with  the  Peninsular  and  Orieatal  Steam  Navigatkut  Company. 

Sir  Gbariee  Wood  ooneura  generally  in  the  views -entertained  1:^  the  Goferaaeat  of  India 
as  to  the  tmportance  of  eslablinhin.;  a  weekly  communication  with  Bombay.  It  is  mani- 
festly desirable,  and  will,  when  the  system  ot  railways  is  completed  throughout  India,  b<i 
practicable'  to  distribute  from  Bombay  all  the  letters  for  all  parte  of  India  arriving  weekly 
at  that  pen,  and  it  will  then  be  nnoecessarv  to  maintain  the  present  poatal  service  by  sea 
with  the  ports  of  Gkilcutta  and  Madras.  He  tmflte,  therefore,  thai  Her  Majesty's  Post- 
master General  win  take  >uch  ?teps,  at  th'j  vi  ]"r  time,  in  view  to  the  ti'vn. mation  of  ihe 
existing  cooti-act  with  the  Peninsular  and  Oueiital  Company  as  will  set  the  Ooveminent 
ftae  to  make  bemafier  «uch  an  anau^amentae  je  jmpoeed. 

lam,  Ac. 

lb  8eei«tafy,'Genen]  Poet  OSoe.  (ligne^  HtrmmJStrfottk. 


Eadosaae  1,  in  19a  7. 

Hoif£  DXPARTMSM. 

Poct  >Ofik«. — No.  12of  1861,  Jane  28th. 

Sir, 

We  liave  the  honour  to  forward  hcrcwiUi  the  report*  submitted  to  us  by  Mr.  Riddell,  •  No.  J^88&,  dated 
the  late  Director  Gtiaeral  of  the  Pest  Otlice  in  India,  upon  ilie  papers  cumniuiiicate  l  with  W^ptillMl* 
Wim:  J>Btfnttth  No.  llf  dated  the  JlAth  of  Jauuary,  nelatire  to  the  prupural  made  last  vear 
oy  Mr.  Kiddeli  ftnr  the  eetablt&hnient  of  a  weekly  postal  commumcation  "between  England 

atid  Kunihav,  in  substiti^t  n  of  tin"  c\;  tinL':  arrangement,  under  which  ft>ur  mails  are  brc/ught 
to  India  every  month  ;  inuu  ly,  two  to  Bumbaj,  iuid  two  by  way  of  <5alle  to  Madras  and 
Calcutta. 

^.  Mr.  ^iddell's  cTiief  reasons  for  advisbg  tliis  dhange  were,  first,  lliat  "the ^jrorerntncnt of 
India  was  needlessly  bordeoed  widi  the  charge  for  the  longt       route  by  the  -way  of  Galh*,  fAden  to  Calcutta, 
when  the  shorter  Tovage  to  Hombay  would  answer  every  postal  purpusc;  and, ■secondly,  that  ndle* ;  Aden 

the  adoption  of  the  alieaiatiTe  route  by  way  of  Qalle,  ^hile  it  afforded  no_po«tal  advantages     Bombay,  1,064. 
t6 Bengal  anA  Ifiilni  wineh  woaiti  not  be  equaHy  secured  by  1b»  Bea^iay  route, absolutely 
denied  t  >  f  ir  ttie  ^eatcr  part  oT  tndm  the  bpKrfitT.  df  limir mails ^  atnonth.  "Hiere  rs  no 
doubt,  we  woifld  remafli:,  that  Bouihav,  the  greater  jxnlion  c(f  the  Madras  Presidpucy,  and 
the  vrht^e  df  the  Piaijin»  and  'frelffldb  WcMeni  *ftin'mcm,  lettfifemflj'iww  tMh  a  nmA^ 

under  tlie  esuHia^  anaageaMiii*   
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ToSecretur;  of  8.  tn  tnasmitUns  MnBiddell':)  letters  to  you,  we  expressed  our  concurrence  in  his  views, 

StAtA,  NoJiC of  a,|<J  <;T7it»^d  that  it  was  our  iotention  to  invite  coniTnunications  on  tiio  subject  from  the 
1860,  datwol  several  Uliambers  of  Commerce  in  India.  The  replies  received  from  the  Chambers  were 
Ko.  22  of  iHGOydited  forwarded  to  you  with  our  Despatches  noted  on  the  n;argin. 

<{  Novcnibor.  4.  It  is  imly  ftdmitted  by  all  tkiese  bodies  that  Mr.  KtddsU's  su^i|^tion  mutt  be  earned 

No.    of  I8d(^daisd  into  efieet  aonner  or  later.  The  Madras  Chamber  say,  **  When  the  railway  coiminuQicaiion  be> 

(fo^2 of MU*  dst  d  Botnb  iy  nnd  Madras  and  Bombay  and  Calcutta  is  eoinpleied."  The  Calcutta  Chamber 

M^/SBimiT.  '  "'^y*  "  ^^^^"^  ^6  railways  a4e  so  far  advauced  as  to  admit  of  the  mails  being  conveyed  at  all 
seasons  in  five  or  six  days  between  Boonbav  and  Calcutta."  But  it  is  urged  that  tbe  pro- 
ro  <al  is  premature,  as  the  nails  nov,  ii  is  alleged,  cannot  be  ponetuaily  and  rapidly  conveyed 

uum  liumbay. 

To  Secretary  of  ft.  In  a  letter  dated  the  16th  of  December  last,  forwarded  to  you  with  the  report  of  the 
5^i^  ij'j^  of  MOl,  Madras  Clianiber  of  Commerce,  Mr.  Ridddl  examined,  in  det;iil,  the  question  of  conveyinc; 
* <nmisry.  themaiig  jroni  Bombay  to  Calcutta  and  TVIatiras  respectively,  aad  pronounced  a  coaftdent 
opinion  that  it  could  be  done  satistaciorily.  Id  submitting  this  letter  to  you,  the  President 
in  Connctt  observed,  "  We  have  cooiideace  in  Mr.  Riddell's  esjwctatioos  of  being  able  to 
eonvey  thn  maih  by  that  (the  Boinbty)  roate  to  Calcntta  and  Hadras  more  expeditiously 
than  tiiey  me  now  conveyed  by  the  contract  steamers  vid  Galle." 

0.  With  your  Despatch  of  Jannary  ihe  24th,  a  letter  was  transmitted  from  tbe  Post- 
master General  of  ED>j:land,  enclugin£i^  a.  communication  from  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental 
Company,  wiih  "copy  of  a  let'.er  from  the  Coinpatiy's  agent  at  Bombay,  in  whieh  lie  calls 
attention  lo  obvious  objections  to  the  proposed  altciutiors." 

7.  The  chief  objection  uri;ed  by  the  Bombay  ageiil  (Mr,  Ritchie)  is,  that  Mr.  Uiddell  has 
examined  the  question  from  a  narrow  and  locni  point  of  view,  and  that  he  has  omitted  to 
make  any  pruvisiun  for  tbe  China,  Straits,  and  Australian  mails,  which  have  to  be  placed  at 
GaIIp.  To  this  Mr.  Riddell  replies,  that  the  snbject  whtdi  he  was  considering,  and  which  he 
tlioutrht  it  Ills  duly  to  consldt'i,  was  the  best  and  most  econoinical  mode  i>f  maintainini^  a 
poiiial  communication  between  Europe  and  the  Continent  of  India,  and  that  it  will  not,  he 
supposes,  be  maiotained  that  India  t^hould  be  taxed  fortts  mainiennnce  of  postal  corannmi- 
cations  from  which  it  derives  no  benefit. 

8.  Mr.  Ritchie,  on  the  assumption  that  the  f«teamers  to  Galle  must  be  maintained,  sug- 
gests thai  the  clieuposl  plan  of  ertectin'^  Mr.  Riddell's  ulyect  will  be  lo  have  a  branch  line 
between  Aden  and  Bootbay.  As  tliis,  be  says,  would  be  purely  a  mail  service,  he  estimates 
tbe  cost  of  it  at  60,000  L  a  year,  if  established  in  connection  with  tbe  Calcntta  s^ice ;  or,  if 
the  eiaitruct  terminated  :it  Galle,  the  cost  would  be  reduced  by  l^fiMLf  which  he  states  ii 
the  rate  now  paid  tor  the  mileage  between  Galle  and  Calcutta. 

0.  As  it  is  itnpossiUe  to  seppoae  that  India  will  not  shortly  liave  a  mail  once  a  wedt  {fit 
foui  t  ini^s  a  month)  to  Bumbayt  we  apprehend  that  tbe  ^eticnl  questions  for  considemtioo 

are  these  :— 

1st.  When  shall  the  change  be  made  ? 

2i.  I.  Shull  it  be  attended  with  the  withdrawal  of  alt  subsidy  from  the  Indian  nvennoo 

fur  the  line  between  Aden  aud  C  ilcutta  ? 

10.  On  tbe  first  point,  we  have  no  doubt  whatever  that  the  change  may  safely  be  allowed 
to  take  effect  on  the  termination  of  the  monsoon  of  next  year,  say  from  Ol tuber  isai,  so 
far  as  the  practicability  of  cenveyin<^  the  mails  across  India  is  in  question.  This  wili  give 
ample  time  for  prepar<iLion,  and  there  will,  intermediately,  be  some  iurilier  advance  by  the 
nilway. 

11.  On  the  second  point,  the  argument  for  a  subsidy  is  put  by  the  Conunittee  of  tfw 
Calcutta  Cl)amber  of  Ctnnmerce  in  the  following  manner: — 

**  The  forecjoiug  remarks  embody  the  opinion  of  the  Comuiitle  on  this  question,  treating  it 
as  a  purely  departmental  one.    Viewing  it  in  that  light  the  Committee  cannot  hut  admit 
*  The  letter  is  ^''^  argument*,  that  if  it  is  not  necessary  for  postal  purposes  to  subsidiae 

addrwetd  to  steamers  on  tnis  route,  it  is  not  proper  to  dnnge  the  postal  revenues  with  the  amount  of 

Mr.  Biddell*  such  subsidy.    At  tbe  same  tinje,  the  inipm  tance  of  a  regular  and  direct  communication 

between  Suez  and  the  seat  of  the  8upr«-me  Guvemment,  maintained  by  a  line  of  powerful 
steamer>,  is  m  evident,  that  if  on  the  withdrawal  of  the  postal  snbndy,  such  aline  cannot  be 
made  self-supporting,  it  will  be  tlie  duty  of  this  Chamber  to  recommend  to  tlic  Government 
such  a  grant  from  the  public  revenues  as  tvill  enable  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company, 
orany  otlierOompnny,  to  maintain  on  this  line  a  fleet  of  steamers  in  the  highest  eflSdeney." 

12.  We  are  not  able  to  coneur  in  the  view  thus  expressed  by  the  Chambers  of  Commerce. 
We  cannot  recognise  the  expediency  or  the  obhgation  of  supporting  by  Government  aid  a 
Ime  of  steamers  between  Aden  and  Calcutta,  after  the  radway  communication  between 
Calcutta  and  Bombay  shall  be  complete  and  without  a  break.  On  til  this  is  the  case,  how« 
ever,  we  admit  it  to  be  desirable  that  such  a  line  should  be  supported,  if  necessary,  in  part 
from  ihe  Indian  revenues,  though,  if  the  mails  for  all  India  are  delivered  at  Bombay,  inere 
will  be  no  neoessity  for  the  same  speed  and  punctuality,  or  the  same  frequency  of  dispatch 
at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  for  which  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company  is  now  paid  so 
highly.  With  a  weekly  mail  vid  Bombay  a  less  costly  service  will  suffici,  and  indpc  j  tlie 
general  interests  of  the  public  may  probably  be  better  served  if  the  Company  be  paiu  at  a 
more  moderate  rate,  which  Will  oMige  them  to  depend  leas  exdnsively  then  at  pccsent  oo 
|he  Govemraeot  contract* 

It.  We 
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18.  We  woald  remark  with  refisreaee  (o  the  Reetion  Itehraen  Aden  and  QaI1e>  that  sa  re-     App.  No.  i, 

gards  communication  with  the  Straits?  and  China,  the  interests  of  In  ttn  nre  not  mucli  con-  — 
cerned  in  tlie  mail  communication  by  way  of  Galle ;  the  dyect  opium  titeamere  between 
Calcutta  and  Hong  Kong  canying  maila  under  the  general  iMroviaioiu  of  the  Poat 
Office  law< 

We  have,  &c. 

(signed)  Canning. 

M.  Rose. 

Fflrt  William,  S8  Jnne  1861. 


Enclosure  2,  in  No.  7. 

From  B.  B.  Riddell,  Esq.,  Director  General  of  the  Post  Office  of  India,  to  W,  Qrejf,  Esq., 
Secretary  lo  tne  Government  of  India,  No.  2888,  dated  18  April  1861. 

I  HA\  K  now  tlie  honour  to  reply  to  yo«r  docket,  No.  601,  (laii'<l  4tli  Miirch 
and  regret  thai  ill  health  lias  dcla\cd  my  report  upon  the  slatt-ments  made  by  one  uf 
the  Peninaniar  and  Oriental  Company'^  agents,  Mr.  Ritchie,  who  comments  on  the 
su!r<;r^tions  submitted  by  HM  for  a  mora  efficient  and  ecmomieal  postal  aervioe  between 

Engiaiui  and  lt>din. 

2.  Mr.  Ritchie  i^iHtes,  that  " in  dealing  with  the  question  Mr.  Riddell  has  committed 
ibe  conunun  mistake  of  enminine  U  from  a  narrow  and  local  point  of  view,  and  as  only 
afl^ting  the  comronnity  in  which  ne  livea.**  The  subject  which  T  had  under  my  consider* 

aiioi),  and  which  in  oiy  luimlile  opinion  it  is  my  duty  to  conbiJer,  is  the  iie-t  und  most 
economical  mode  of  mainiatning  a  postal  communication  between  the  Continent  of  India 
and  Enrope— that  ia,  practically  speaking,  between  Aden  and  India.  The  Indiiiii  revenue 
will  properly  be  chargeJ  witli  the  cost  of  any  postal  facililie*  wiiicli  may  be  atlordjii  for 
communicHtiou  belwttu  India  and  China  or  Au»tialia  or  any  utiier  Utittsh  dependecicy  m 
the  East,  but  it  will  not,  I  conceive,  be  maintained  liiat  India  should  be  taxed  fii^  the 
maintenance  uf  postal  communications  from  wiiicb  it  derives  no  benefit 

8.  Under  existinf  arrangements  India  payti  for  what  is  practically  a  fortnightly  com- 
munication with  Europe-,  a  ^utn  more  than  sullicient  to  provide  a  we<  kly  communication. 
I  propose  that  the  pre:»ent  detective  arraogements  should  be  nltered,  and  that  fur  a  sum 
less  than  is  now  paid,  every  part  of  India  should  have  tlie  benefit  of  68  mails  in  the  year. 

4.  The  question  »s  lo  whether  the  proposed  modification  of  the  present  system  will 
increase  the  cost  to  Grt^at  Britain  of  the  Austndian  and  China  sf  rvice  is.  as  it  appears  to 
me,  not  one  which  sh'iuld  much  weight  with  Hie  Government  of  lodiii  in  coii>ulcrini; 
tlie  course  to  be  taken  for  the  speedy  and  economical  conveyance  of  the  ludtao  mads.  It 
cannot  be  maintained  that,  &r  toe  beneBt  of  Avalralia  and  China,  India  shoald  be  taxed 
for  the  maintenance  of  a  fortnightly  mail  more  than  would  pay  for  a  w*  ek!y  mall  t'lron^h- 
out  the  year;  and  I  must  repeat  that  so  small  a  part  of  India  is  be-ncfited  by  the  Calcutta 
Steamers  that,  practically,  the  communication  with  Europe  is  to  India  generally  a  fbrt- 
aightly  one.  Mails  for  the  Straits'  settlement  would  not  be  delayed  if  carriedi  by  land 
from  Bombay  to  Calcutta. 

5.  I  di>  not  enfei  Into  any  examination  of  the  fiL^nres  jx'ven  by  Mr.  RitcMr,  as  the 
4)uestiou.for  the  consideration  of  the  Government  of  India  is  tlie  beat  mode  of  currying 
jniuls  from  Adi'i)  to  India,  and  it  ought  not  to  be  cMifused  by  any  diseossiott  regardbg 

Austrniiu  ami  Cliiua  mailf. 

6.  Wliat  may  be  Mr.  Ritcliies  meaQiDg  in  the  paiagraph  extracted  below,  he  may  be 
able  lo  explain : — 

**  It  is  not  intended  to  deny  that  the  present  mail  scheme  is  incapable  Qf  improvementt 
bat  Mr.  Hiddeirs  jealousy  of  the  peat  Company  which  now  monopolises  steam  eommunf- 

cation  east  of  Suez,  liinders  him  from  suggesting  the  easiest  and  most  econoiuicul  icmedy 
for  existm^  eviU,  t.e.,  the  establishment  of  a  branch  mail  line  between  Bombay  and  Aden 
in  conaeetioa  with  the  Calcutta  serriee." 

7.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  comprehend  Mr.  Ritchie's  meanino  in  the  above.  The  suggcsMon 
which  he  asserts  i  have  not  made  is  prtci<>ely  the  only  proposal  which  I  have  nuidc,  as 
fitr  ae  the  sea  route  east  of  Suez  is  concerned,  except  thai  I  consider  that  the  proposed 
connection  between  the  direct  Aden  and  Bombay  line,  and  the  Aden  and  Calcutta  line, 
would  be  to  India  an  unjustifiable  expense.  Mr.  Ritchie  must  perceive  a  circuitous  sea-> 
line  from  Adtn  by  Galle  to  Calcutta,  liahlc  to  all  delays  and  accident-,  to  machinery  and 
irregularities  caused  by  weather,  would  be  absolutely  useless  for  Indian  postal  purposes 
if  Acre  were  a  dbeet  commimtcation  between  Aden  and  Bombay;  and,  tbia  being  the  casa^ 
I  can  see  no  excuse  for  charging  the  Indian  postal  revenue  with  any  part  of  the  00«t  of 
the  line  between  Aden  and  Galle,  and  Galle  and  Calcutta. 

8.  Mr.  Ritchie  has  thought  himself  justified  in  charging  me  with  having,  from  a  feeling 
of  jedousy  to  the  Peninsular  and  Oiteotal  Companj^t  ddiberateiy  withheld  from  Govern- 
ment the  suggestion  of  the  easiest  and  beat  mode  of  improving  the  present  mail  scheme ; 
but  I  shall  not  notice  the  absurd  charge  any  fnitber,  having  m  the  preceding  paragraph 
shown  that  it  is  utterly  groundless. 

0.48.  L  It  I  havtt 
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Apf*  Wo*  1.         9*  I  '"^^6  already  in  former  letters  explained  that  there  is  no  difficulty  in  pro7idio|f 

  the  distribution  tfazoagbout  India  of  weekly  mails,  and  ibat  iu  (act  it  ia  easier  to  aimge 

for  a  weekly  than  a  fortnightly  mail. 

10-  -Mr.  Riichie  is  utterly  ignorant  of  the  arrantiemenia  which  can  be  made  for  the  cou- 
Teyance  of  mails  in  lodia,  and  I  doubt  much  it  he  even  kiiowa  the  routes  by  which  the 
bulk  of  the  mails  is  conveyrd.  Government  will  determine  the  weight  to  be  attached  to 
his  assertion  that  the  Indian  Post  Office  is  altogether  iacompeteni  to  perform  wwk  which  I 
have  stated  can  be  performed  without  difficulty. 

11.  I  .-•hniuld  recommend  that  nolicL-  oT  conclusion  of  tho  |iicscnt  contract  should  be 

given,  so  tJiat  the  new  arraDgements  should  come  in  force  as  soon  sa  the  railway  is  open 
XMD  Bombay  to  Aneerghur, 


—  No.  8.  — 

Mr.  F.  Hiil  to  Mr.  Merhmle. 

Geocnl  Post  Office,  27  October  1861. 
I  HATB  received  and  laid  before  the  Postmaster  Geneml  your  further  letter  of  the  19th 

imrij  with  its  enclt'^'Urir',  from  the  Government  of  Tndiii,  on  tiie  subject  of  the  proposal 
wiiicli  I  us  been  made  lor  tiu-  establishment  of  a  weekly  postal  communication  with  India 
by  v\  ay  ot  Bombay,  and  the  diseontinuanoe  of  the  peekel  service  betwaea  Aden,  Jlbuinm, 
end  Calcutta. 

Ton  j^tute  that  Sir  Charles  Wood  concurs  <ienerH]|y  in  the  views  entertained  by  the 
GovernniLiit  nt'  India  in  lotrard  to  this  rjuestitm,  and  trusts  that  the  Pt)8tma8ter  General 
will  txku  steps  at  the  proper  time  in  view  to  the  ttrmiuation  of  the  existing  contracts  wi:b 
the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam  Kavigation  Company,  so  M  to  set  Her  Majesty^ii 
Go«prnnicnt  frre  tn  njakr  hoieaftfT  siu-h  an  arrangement  as  is  proposed. 

In  rtply,  I  am  directed  by  the  Posluiaster  General  to  iitatc  thai  the  two  coiiinu  ts  with 
the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company  und^r  which  the  mail  service  to  the  Mediterranean, 
India,  and  Clitiia  is  at  present  jierformed,  may  be  (erminaled  nt  any  time^on  a  notice  of 
12  months,  bat  tbat  his  Litrdsbip  doubts  the  expediency  of  giving  sueb  notice  until  be  on 
eec  s  UK  reasonable  prubabtlity  of  tenders  for  the  service  being  received  fioiu  responsible 
and  cunipeteni  person>. 

in  the  absence  of  competition,  the  Government  would  be  very  much  in  the  power  of 
the  Peninsular  and  Oiiental  Company  \\  ! o,  it  may  hi  expected,  would  then  demand  a 
considerably  higher  rate  o(  payment  than  they  at  pttwint  receive  fur  the  services  performed, 
particularly  as  the  French  Govi  rnment  has  recently  entered  into  a  contract  with  the 
Compnny  of  the  Messageries  Imperiales  for  a  monttily  service  between  Saex,  India,  and 
China,  and  hv*  ngfewl  to  pay  a  subsidy  amonnting  lo  mure  titan  ^ree  times  as  much  per 
mile  as  tlic  !^Mi!ns',t:;r  and  Oriental  Company's  snhsidv. 

Tie  necessity  for  kieping  up  the  comniuuicatiun  bttween  tiiis  country  and  CI  ana  and 
AnMiuliu  requires  thut^  tor  the  present  at  least,  the  line  from  Suez  to  Galle  should  be 
c<mtinued  twice  a  month  ;  but  u  nen  the  French  packets  shall  have  been  established  the 
British  service  may  probably  be  reduced  to  a  monthly  one-  The  Postmaster  General  pre- 
sumes that  the  opium  steamers  adverted  to  in  the  letter  from  the  fTovcmmfnt  of  India  c  old 
hardly  be  relitd  upon  for  the  conveyance  of  the  English  mails  to  and  from  Penans;,  Singa- 
pore, and  China,  supposing  the  whole  of  the  Indian  mails  to  be  landed  and  embBrkea  at 
Bombay. 

How  far  the  revenue  of  India  should  be  charged  with  the  cost  of  the  lines  to  Point  de 
Oalle,  and  thence  to  China,  i«  a  question  which,  in  his  Lordship's  opinion,  may  be  settled 
without  any  reference  to  t!:e  termination  of  the  existiitt;  contract. 

The  conrsf  which  tiie  Postma.ster  General  considers  it  will  be  most  advisable  to  follow  i>:  — 

1st.  '[\>  inquire  of  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company  what  deduction  they  will 
be  prepaied  lo  make  in  the  amount  of  their  subsidy  iii  the  event  of  the  Caleilttn  packet 
from  Suez  not  being  required  totjo  beyond  Point  de  Gaile  after  October  next  year,  and, 

2t:dly.  To  advertise  at  once,  both  m  the  United  Kingdom  and  in  India,  for  teadei  s  for  a 
brancli  packet  twice  a  niunili  between  Aden  and  BontMy,  thus  jnaking  the  oomnonioation 
Willi  the  liitter  jtort  four  tinus  a  month. 

But,  tiefure  bis  Lordship  moves  in  the  matter,  be  will  be  glad  to  hear  whrtlier  this  course 
is  approved  of  by  Sir  Gharles  Wood. 

I  am,  &c. 

H.  Merivale,  Esq.,  c.B.,  (signed)       Jr.  HilL 

India  Office. 


Mr.  UmvaU  to  the  Secntsry  to  the  Post  0£Ece. 

Sir,  India  Offic  e,  S.W.,  10  November  1861. 

Thb  Secretary  of  State  for  India  iu  Council  having  had  under  his  consideration  Mr. 
Frederick  Hill's  letter,  dated  the  17th  ultimo,  cnmmuuicatina  the  course  propos^cd  to  be 
^aken  by  Uer  Majesty's  Postmaster  Geneodj  with  a  vieiV  to  the  eventual  establishment  of 

••weekly 
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a  weekly  communication  witli  Bomlinv,  and  the  discontinuance  of  the  pjicket  service 
between  Aden,  Madras,  and  Calcutta,  (  am  direcied  to  siate  ia  reply,  thai  Hit  Charles 
Wood  fully  acknowledges  tlie  snflRciencT  of  the  reaaons  whichi  in  the  omnioit  of  Lord 
Stanley  of  Alderley,  render  it  inexpedient  to  give  notice  at  pratent  to  the  Flei^naalar  and 
Ortental  Company  of  the  termination  of  their  poetal  contract. 

With  re^bpird  to  the  measures  to  be  taken  with  a  view  to  the  erenttrel  introdoetioR  of  the 
changes  desired  by  lb*  Qoverament  of  lodiB,  Sir  Gharka  Wood  eoneon  in  the  course 
proposed  by  Lord  Stanley  of  Alderley,  and  he  would  only  remark  that,  at  the  establishment 
of  four  monthly  mails  between  B  nilmyHnd  Adt  nnonid  not  entirely  meet  the  require- 
■WBts  of  the  Indian  Government  which  have  been  directed  to  a  weekly  mail  or  fifi^-two 
(5S)  in  theeonne  of  the  year,  he  hopes  (hni,  should  the  resnit  of  the  trial  of  the  smaller 
Dumber  prove  satisfactory,  the  first  favourable  opportunity  will  he  t  tken  for  eanrying  Ollt 
to  their  lull  extent  the  recomii>endationa  of  the  Governmerit  'if  India. 

i  ma,  Stc. 

The  Secrvtafy,  Geneml  Post  Offic<>.  (eigiied}      Mentam  Mtriaalu 


/ 


The  Poetniaster  Genend  io  the  Treasury. 

My  Lords,  General  Poet  OiBoe,  M  November  1861. 

I  HAVB  tlie  honour  to  transmit  to  your  T.ord-liips  the  copy  of  a  corTeS|)ondence*  uhicli 
has  taken  place  bolweeii  the  India  Office  and  this  department  with  reference  to  a  proposal 
made  by  the  Government  of  India  for  the  establishment  of  a  weekly  }K)9tal  communication 
between  this  country  and  India  by  way  of  Bomhayi  and  the  discontiovance  of  the  present 
packet  service  between  Aden,  Madras,  and  Oalcatta. 

The  conr>e  which  I  hiive  informed  Sir  T'  iiilts  Wond  that  I  consider  il  will  be  advisable 
to  adopt,  with  tiie  view  of  meeting;  the  ursiie.s  of  the  Government  uf  India  is, — 

1st.  To  iuquijTi-  oi  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  C  aupuny  what  deduction  iliey  wdl 
he  prepared  to  make  in  the  amouat  of  their  subsidy  in  tlic  event  of  the  Calcutta 
packet  from  Suez  not  being  lequired  to  go  beyoad  Potnt  de  Galle  after  October  next 
year,  and, 

2iidly.  To  advertise  at  once,  both  in  the  Unifed  Kiie^d  in  and  in  India,  for  ts  niTcr* 
for  a  Bianch  packet  twice  a  muntb  bclwcreu  Aden  and  Bombay,  thus  making  the 
eomnianicRtion  with  the  latter  port  four  times  a  month. 

flir  Charles  Wood  has  expressed  his  concurrence  in  this  plan,  but  he  has,  at  the  xumc 
tiaie,  pointed  out  that  the  establishment  of  four  niaiU  in  each  month  between  Hoiubay 
and  Aden  would  not  entirely  meet  the  requirements  of  the  Indian  Govemmenr,  which  have 
been  directed  lo  a  weekly  mail  or  52  nr.uls  in  the  year.     He  hnpe",  tlierefore,  t'lat  should 

the  result  of  the  trial  of  the  smaller  numl>er  prove  satislactory,  the  first  favourable  oppor- 
twuty  will  be  taken  for  carrying  oot,  to  their  full  extent,  the  raeosniBnidations  of  that 

Government. 

I  have  now  to  submit  the  arrangement  for  the  consideration  of  your  Lordships,  aud,  in 
event  of  your  approving  of  the  proposed  alteratiair  ^  request  that  you  will  authorise 
Bkr  to  advertise  for  tenders  for  the  new  service  twice  a  month  between  Aden  and  Bombay. 

On  receivio<r  the  reply  of  the  Peninsular  an<l  Oriental  Company,  and  such  temters  as 
may  be  sent  in  for  the  new  service,  I  will  report  further  to  your  Lordships  ou  ihis  subject, 
showing  what  will  be  tlie  result  of  the  alteration  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  in  order  that 
you  may  finally  determine  whether  you  will  sanction  tlie  arrangement. 

I  liave,  &c. 

The  Lords  Commissioaers  of  the  Treasury.  (signed)      SttutUg  ofAlder^. 


No.  11. 

Mr.  HmitUm  to  the  Postmuster  General. 

My  Lordf  Treasury  Chambtfrs,  14  January  1802. 

I  ■4VS  laid  before  the  Lords  OemmissioDers  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  your  Lordship's 
letter  of  the  28lh  November  Inst,  audita  enclosures,  and  I  am  desired  by  their  Lordshi|is  to 
statf  in  reply,  that  without  at  present  cummilting  themselves  to  any  final  opinion  as  tu  tiie 
proposal  therein  eontaioed,  for  a  weekly  communication  with  India  vid  Bombay,  ihey 
SMthofise  your  lordship  to  make  iaquizy  of  the  Poiinsolur  and  Oriental  Steam  I^avigatioa 
Oompany,  sod  ta  udvertiH  tat  tendfln  m  the  iMiiUf  siggestMl  by  you. 

Ihave,&c 

The  Postmaster  Q«ft^«   t  (eigned)      £f«».  A,  JffamUoiu 

Ac     &C.    &£.  : 
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  Mr.  F,  am  to  Mr.  BowfIL 

Sir,  OenenI  Port  Office,  23  January  1863. 

PurERniNO  to  your  letter  of  the  Rth  December  1860,  in  which  you  transmitted  the 
copy  ot  a  report  from  the  agent  of  the  Peninsular  and  Orienial  Steuin  Navi^tioa  CompaDV 
at  Bombay,  upon  a  proposal  made  by  the  Director  General  of  the  Post  Office  of  India, 
for  the  adoption  of  Bombay  as  ihe  port  for  the  cmbarkHtinn  and  disembarkation  of  the 
whole  of  the  mails  between  this  country  an<l  India,  1  am  directed  by  the  Postmaster 
General  to  inform  you  that  a  desp.itch  h&i  now  been  received  from  the  Government  of 
India  sutin^  that  the  arrangement  recommended  may  safely  be  allowed  to  take  effect  on 
the  terminaticMi  of  the  monsoon  of  this  year,  say  from  October  next,  by  which  time  they 
will  be  prepared  to  convey  the  Engli>h  mails  across  India. 

Under  these  circtimstancea  the  Postmaster  Geneial  has  been  requested  by  the  Lords 
Comraisfiioners  of  she  Treasury  to  advertise  at  once  for  tenders  for  a  branch  packet  twice 
toomth  between  Aden  and  Bombay,  thus  makins;  the  comnnimcation  four  times  a  month; 
and  htt  Lordship  requests  that  the  Directors  of  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company  will 
be  good  enough  to  inform  liim  what  reduction  they  wdl  be  willing  to  make  in  the  amount 
of  their  preeent  subsidy  in  the  event  of  the  Calcutta  packet  from  sues  not  beine  ieqiiii«d 
to  go  begrood  Pdat  de  Galle.  ^ 

I  am,  &:c. 

C.  VV.  Howell,  Esq.,  (signed)      F.  MilL 

and  Orienial  Steam  Navigation  Company. 


No.  IS. 

Mr,  Hovsell  to  the  Secretary  to  tlie  Post  Office. 

Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam  Navigation  Company, 
Offices,  I3S,  Lradenhall-atreet,  London,  E.O., 
Sir,  ^       3  February  1862. 

I  HATE  thelionour,  by  order  of  the  Board  of  IMreetors,  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  dated  2:3rd  ultimn,  with  reffrence  to  the  adoption  of  Bombay^as  the  point  fir  the 
embarcation  and  disembarcation  of  the  mails  between  tbis  comitry  and  Indta,  ■nd 
requesting  to  be  informed  what  redaction  they  would  be  willing  to  make  in  the  amount  of 
their  present  subsidy  in  the  event  of  the  Calcutta  packets  not  beinff  requited  to  eo  bevend 
Point  de  Galle.  *  ' 

In  reply,  I  am  instructed  to  state  that  the  Directors  would  not  be  enabled  to  make  any 
•batement  in  the  amount  of  the  present  subsidy  in  consideratum  of  such  a  modification  m 
tite  mail  service,  for  the  following  reasons > 

1st.  Because,  in  order  to  keep  the  steamers  in  efficient  condition  for  the  performance 
of  the  postal  service  between  Sues  and  Galle,  it  would  be  necessary  that  they  should 
proceed  to  the  Company's  docking  and  repoiring  establishment  at  Calcutta  «t  die 
termination  of  every  voyajie. 

2nd.  Because  the  curtailment  of  the  line  at  Gnllc  would  deprive  the  Company  of  the 
frciglit  and  passenger  traffic  between  this  country  and  Madras  and  Calcutta  which 
formed  one  of  the  principal  elements  in  the  calculation  upon  which  the  tender  for  the 
mail  eontnct  was  based. 

3rd.  Because  the  forei^ning  reasons  combined  render  it  absolutely  necessary  that  the 
steamers  should  proceed  to  Madras  and  Calcutta  as  at  present,  whether  they  carry  the 
mails  or  not. 

I  have,  dbc. 

The  Secretary  of  the  GenemI  Post  Office.        (signed)      G.  W.  Houtli,  Secretaiy, 


No.  14. 

The  Postma&ter  General  to  the  Treasurj'. 

My  Lords,  General  Post  Office,  24  February  1862. 

Your  Lordstiips  having  been  pleased  by  your  letter  of  the  14th  ultimo  to  authorige  me 
to  advertise  for  tenders  Tor  the  conveyance  of  mails  twice  a  month  between  Aden  and 
Bombay,  I  have  the  honour  to  forwarrl  a  draft  form  of  tender  and  oooditiow  of  ountract. 

It  is  probable  that  your  Lcrd^hips  may,  in  this  instance,  wish  to  lefer  the  CtmdilioDe  for 
the  perusal  of  the  Secretary  of  Stale  for  India. 

On  receiving  beck  ftom  your  Lordships  the  form  of  tender  and  conditions*  I  will  lose  no 
time  in  advertmog  for  tendera  both  in  ibis  country  and  in  India.  I  request  to  be  informed 
whether  or  not  it  is  your  dem  tbal  I  siumld,  on  fvtare  occasions,  send,  for  your  consi-- 
delation,  the  Ibnni  of  tender  and  eonditions  of  similar  oontraeta. 

I  have,  kc. 

The  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury.  (^pied)      Skmkjf  of  Aidtri^ 
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Enckwure  in  No.  14. 

Tbvdbb  for  Steam  Ycaeels  Tor  Conveying  Mer  Majeity't  Muls  between 

Aden  aud  jBt/mhajf. 


Sir, 

Wb  herehy  offer  to  convey  Her  Maji  sfy's  malls  twice  in  each  cnlendar  raonili,  each 
way,  betwt  cii  Adm  und  Bun. bay,  by  a  sutTu  ieiit  number  of  steam  veMCiS  of  adequate 
power,  to  be  approved  of  by  tlic  ^^ostniastcr  General,  for  the  sum  of  I.  per 

annum,  subject  to  the  several  conditions  marked  A. 

W(  w  ill  eiiijaue  iliattlif  pactci  ft  om  A(!nn  sliaU  proceed  at  the  annie  rate  of  speed  from 
Bombay  to  Kurrachec  t'ui  the  additional  .•>u n  of  I.  per  annum,  or,  iu  all, 

I.  per  annum. 

Or  we  will  provide  a  branch  packet  fmm  Bombay  to  Kurracbee  and  back,  lo  travel  at 
the  rate  of  navtioid  nules  ])cr  hour  for  the  additional  sum  of  h 

per  anniiiD,  or,  in  all,  U  per  amuuii. 

Provided  we  be  allowed  bouni,  instead  of  105  hours,  for  the  voyage  between 

Aden  and  Bombay,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  and  houn^  instead  of 

261  hour-,  for  the  voyng^e  west'.\ard  durinp;  the  prevalence  of  the  snnth-ucst  monsoon,  wq 
will  perlorui  the  service  between  Aden  and  Bombay  twice  a  mont^i  for  tl»e  sum  of  /. 
per  annum. 

When  the  apace  required  for  holding  the  niaiU  shall  exceed  a  handled  cubic  tone 
meaaorenient,  we  stipalate  that  an  additional  payment  of  t  per  annum 

ahail  be  made  to  us  tor  cnch  cubic  ton  over  and  above  a  hundred  tr>ns. 

We  will  agree:  to  an  abatement  of  I.  in  the  aiiioutit  of  the  subsid}',  on 

conrliiion  that  the  penaltien  for  delay,  instead  of  being  absolute,  shall  not  be  payable  when 
it  is  pruvtd  to  the  Niitisfiictioa  of  the  Poatmaster  General  that  the  delay  hfta  ariaen  from 
causes  bc'yuud  our  cuutrol. 

If  the  eoBtnct  be  made  for  five  year<i  certain,  we  will  agree  to  an  abatement  of 

/.  from  the  aubaidy  demanded  ;  and  if  the  contract  be  made  for 
aeven  yeare  certain,  we  will  agree  to  an  nbaiement  of  L  from  the 

aubsifly. 

WC.  propose  as  our  sureties  in  the  penalty  of  10,000  / ,  Mr.  of 

,  and  Mr.  of  ,  aixt 

we  refer  you  to  aa  persona  of  whom  ioqaliy  can  be  made  aa  to  the 

responsibility  of  such  sureties. 

In  the  event  of  ihe  tender  bring  accepted,  wc  engage  that  the  vessels  shall  be  rt  ady  for 
survey  on  the  ,  in  ioilure  oif  wbit  h  we  agree  to  pay  to  Her  Majesty 

the  anm  of  10  /.  from  the  day  on  which  the  vessels  ought  to  have  been  ready  for  survey 
for  every  dny  dnrincj  which  they  shnl!  not  lip  n  ndy  f^r  aach  aurvey.  And  we  further 
engage  that  such  vensels  shall  be  complete  fur  si  u  on  ihe  ,  in  failure 

of  which  we  a^ree  to  pay  to  Her  Majesty  the  Mim  of  10  /.  from  the  day  on  which  tlie 
vessels  ou^ht  to  have  been  complete  for  sea  for  eveiy  day  during  which  they  shall  not  be 
complete  for  sea. 

And  we  hereby  tA^wx  tii  cimimpncc  the  said  service  on  the  ,  and  in 

the  event  of  such  service  not  being  commenced  on  sucti  dny,  we  hereby  agree  to  par  to 
Her  Majesty  the  sum  of  100  L  for  every  day  from  that  day  until  the  said  service  shall  be 
commenced  by  us. 

And  we  further  hereby  agree  that  such  resjje<  live  suuio  of  10  /.,  lu  /.,  and  lOo  are  to 
be  considered  not  as  penulties,  but  as  liquidated  damages,  and  payable  whether  any  fhmage 
ahaU  or  shall  not  be  auatained  by  reason  of  all  or  any  one  or  more  of  such  Hsilnres;  or,  m 
the  event  of  any  one  or  more  of  such  fatlurps,  the  Postmaater-Genera!  shall  have  the  option 

of  clf  ff'irnininix  any  ai^rreeinent  for  PUch  service  by  tis. 

And  we  do  hereby  agree  to  execute  a  contract  according  lo  tiie  said  conditions  marked  A,, 
and  for  the  perfarmanee  of  the  said  i  ' 


Weara^te, 

The  SecMiaiy  of  the  Poet  Office.  (jSignaUrt,) 

{Addnu,) 

N'.B. — All  tenders  to  bo  made  upon  this  printed  form,  and  tin  y  are  to  be  addret^sed  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Post  OfficOf  with  the  worda  "Tender  for  the  Coaveyance  of  Mails 
between  Bombay  and  Aden,"  in  Ae  left-hand  comer  of  Ae  envelope,  and  no  tender  will  be 
Kceived  unless  it  be  made  precisely  according  to  tht  |  ;  i  n  ding  prmted  form. 

Any  conditions  or  alterations  which  the  parlies  tendering  may  wish  to  suggest  must  be 
fhrDidied  in  a  aqiainte  letlar  at  the  tine  of  nahtng  the  tender. 


App,  Neil  I. 
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— — ^         CoMDinoMi  of  the  Tenders  to  be  rpcrived  for  a  Contiaci  f  i'  the  ConneyftDce  of  Her 

Majesty's  Mails  buween  Aden  und  Bombay. 

(Beferred  to  9A  marked  A.) 


1.  Tiir:  service'  of  CDiiveyinu  Her  Majc-ts'ti  maiU  from  Aden  to  Bombay  aad  back  to 
be  pcit'.  riucd  twice  iii  (.aih  <  alcudur  uiuulli. 

2.  Ti.e  parties  tendering  to  state  the  additional  sum  demanded  : — First,  if  the  service  tu 
Bombay  were  extended,  at  the  same  rate  of  apeed,  to  Kumchee,  Bombay  becoming  tLeo. 
a  port  of  calL  Secondly,  if  the  eontractora  provided  a  branch  packet  to  ply  between 
B  111  IV  and  Kunacliec.  In  the  latter  cas^e,  the  tender  to  stale  tharatu  of  speed  pto- 
|iosi'd  to  be  iuaintaiaed  by  the  branch  packet. 

3.  It  must  be  stated  in  tiie  tender  when  the  parties  tendering  will  be  leadj  to  commence 
the  service. 

4.  Under  the  term  "  Her  Majesty's  Mails,"  are  comprebeiiiled  all  bdxes,  bags,  or 
packets  of  kllcrs,  iie\vsj)u|jeis,  bo<>ks,  nr  jjrinted  papers,  atui  every  i^tiier  arsiele  sent  by  Llie 
poKt,  to  whatever  uountiy  or  place  they  m;iy  be  addressed,  or  in  whatever  countiy  or  place 
tbcy  may  have  orifinnted ;  and  also  all  om^^ty  ba^s,  empty  boxes,  and  other  stores  and 
articles  used  or  tnlje  ni^cd  in  canvin^  on  IVi*t  Office  servi»e,  which  shall  be  sent  by  or 
to  or  from  the  Post  Otiice.  Mevtrtliele^s,  wlien  the  space  required  for  holding  the  maila 
(see  par.  16),  shall  exceed  100  cubic  tons  measurement,  the  contractors  shall  be  allowed 
an  addiiioiml  paymeot  per  annum  tor  each  cubic  ton,  ihe  amount  of  which  must  form  part 
of  the  tender. 

5.  'I'lic  tenders  II  list  pr.  vide  for  the  mails  bei<ig  conveyt-d  betwt  cu  Aden  un<!  TJon.'.ay 
in  lUA  houi-s,  except  duiiug  the  prevalence  of  the  south-west  monsoon,  witou  201  hoars 
will  be  allowed  for  the  voyase  westward,  viz.,  from  Bombay  to  Aden.  Bat  th«  pattaea 
tendering  may  also  state  upoii  what  terms  they  would  |ierform  the  service  in  a  greater  or 

less  uunibt-r  of  hours. 

6.  A  preotiom  of  00  A  will  be  given  for  every  complete  day  of  24  hour!-  w  hicL  the  time 
occuineaki  any  voyage,  between  Aden  and  Bombay,  may  be  less  than  that  allowed  under 
the  contract. 

7.  A  perwllv  of  oOO  /.  to  be  liicmri  d  ul  cn  ilie  contractors  fill  in  providing  a  ve?nel,  In 
accor(!ancc  with  iheir  contract,  ready  lu  put  to  sea  at  the  appointed  time,  aud  also  the  sum 
uf  600 for  every  successive  day  which  shall  elapse  after  such  appointed  time;  and  a 
penalty  rf  100  ^.  for  every  comjitete  day  consumed  on  the  ^oy;ig(?  liet.veen  Aden  and 
Bombuy,  from  whatever  cause  arising,  beyond  the  number  ot  days  iiliowed ;  but  »o  thai 
the  full  amount  of  any  penalties  for  dt-lay  on  any  mam  voyage  shall  never  excted  the  portion 
of  the  subsidy  applicable  to  such  Toyaea.  The  pyment  by  the  cuntiactorsot  any  penaltiea 
aball  in  no  way  prejudice  tlie  right  of  ui«  Poktmaster  Qen«r«l  to  treat  the  failure  to  provida 
a  proper  v<  ssi  l  :it  the  apiioiutcd  time,  or  to  perform  ft  voyage  at  or  Within  the  appointed 
time,  as  a  breach  of  the  contract 

8.  The  parties  tendering  may  state  wh sit  abaiement  in  the  amount  of  the  subsidy  they 
would  make  on  ccndition  tliat  tlie  ;  cnalties  for  delay,  instead  of  being  absolute,  shall  not 
bt;  payable  when  it  is  proved  to  tlie  ^aiisfactiun  of  the  Po^tniasti  r  General  that  tlie  delay 
has  ariseti  from  causes  beyond  the  control  of  tl)c  contractors. 

8.  The  conitactots  must  engage  to  ^uppty^  during  the  contiouance  of  the  ciintract,  and 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Postmastar-Gfrneral,  a  sufficient  mimber  of  steam  vesaela  of 
adequate  i^ow^r  and  in  all  respects  suited  for  the  perfotwance  of  the  lerviee  within  the 
t>n>e  stipulatfii  in  the  tender. 

10.  The  Postmaster  General  to  have  powt  r  to  require  that  the  vessels  to  be  used  l.  r  the 

turpr  Res  of  the  contract  shall  be  butU  on  plans  previonaly  approved  of  by  him  or  by  tha 
ords  of  the  Admiralty. 

11,  The  vessels  to  be  always*  supi-lied  with  all  necessary  and  proper  nuehltiery,  ••ngines, 
apparel,  furniture^  stores,  tackle,  boats,  fuel,  oil,  tallow,  provisions,  anciiors,  cables^  fire- 
pum|>s  and  otiier  proper  means  for  extinguisliing  fire,  lightning  conductors,  chsrtay 
chrononi'  ter?,  proper  nautieul  iiistrnmenis,  ai;d  whatsovcr  else  may  l)c  nrces^ary  f  r  equip- 
ping the  said  vesseU  and  rendering  (hem  constj>titly  ctticient  tor  the  service  to  be  peifoimed; 
ana  to  be  manned  with  legally  qualified  and  competent  officera  and  a  sufficient  crew  of 
able  seamen  and  other  men.  A  medical  officer,  to  be  approved^  of  by  the  Postmaster 
General,  to  be  provided  on  board  each  packet,  and  who  snalt  give  medical  attendance, 
medicines,  and  medicaments  gratis  to  al"  j  ers  uis  eonveyeil  uu>iei  ihe  contract^  or  whose 
passage  money  may  be  paid  for  in  whole  or  iu  part  bj-  the  Government. 

IS.  The  vessels  are  to  be  sabject  at  all  Hmes  to  survey  by  officers  in  the  employment  of 
•Ae  Admiralty,  and  any  r!ef  ct  discovered  o;i  such  survey  to  be  immetliately  made  ixood  by 
the  contractors-    This  survey  to  extend  not  only  to  the  vessels  thciusclve>,  but  also  to  the 
officers,  engncers,  crew,  machinery^  and  everythhig  which  tlm  ci»ntnctOfS  are  bound  to 
provide. 

13.  The  days  and  hours  of  departure  and  arrival  at  each  port  am  to  be  fixed  byAe  Postp 

master  Grneral,  and  msty  be  .  Ileied  frotii  time  to  time  Ly  liini  on  f;ivini;  a  iiotiee  to  the 
contractors  of  three  months.  The  Postmaster  General  also  to  have  power  to  delay  the 
departure  of  any  veaael  from  any  port  for  a  period  not  exceeding  S4  honra. 

1^  G^ie 
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14.  The  Postmaster  Cteneml  tofcaTe  power,  cm  giving  remonable  nofioe,  to  rcqnire  llle     "Anii.  No. ». 

coutracturs  !o  perform  the  seivicc  (.•otitr.icttd  fir  loitiii^litly,  in^^d-iifi  of  twice  in  <  ii(  Ii  <  alen- 
dar  monili,  :iud  in  such  case,  the  pAyii>et>t«  t«>  be  nmde  to  tiie  contractui-s,  ^md  the  abatemeais 
to  be  lua'ie  by  them  to     inereasea  by  one-t««elfih. 

15.  The  PostuiHster  General  to  be  at  iiberty  othfrwise  to  modify  tlie  service  to  l>e  pe. 
fcrm»»d  on  ^iviDg  reasonnble  notice  to  tlie  coiitiawors ;  the  iidditioual  amount  to  be  paid  or 
deducted  for  anj  fttteratton,  <o  be  settled  biy  agieement^or  fkiling  thet^  by  trbitntion  in  the 
OMial  aianner. 

1«.  The  contnictois  to  piovidett  Ifaetr  «ole  cMt,  to  the  Mtiefrcikittof  1^  Poetmaster 
Genera!,  :i  ;  r  and  GOBvenient  pkce  of  depOMt  Tor  the  matin  on  board  each  veaaeU  with 
eecare  lock  and  key. 

17.  In  the  event  of  the  Postmester  Oetiernl  recjuiring  it,  a  sorting-room  V^x  the  purpose  of 
sortmg  and  making  up  the  mails  to  be  alK»  provided,  to  tlte  satisfuction  o!  the  Pot^tmaster 
Oennal,  on  board  each  vessel.  The  act^mt  co-«t  of  erecting  the  sorting:- room,  and  of  pro- 
Titlini:  tilt  iKCfsso y  furnituie,  l;iiiips.  &c.,  w  ill  be  dffniyeil  by  tin-  Postm  :stcr  Generiil ;  but 
tbe  furoiture  and  iamps  must  be  cieansed  and  kept  in  repair,  and  oil  Ibr  the  lamp«  must  be 
soppHed  at  the  cost  of  the  oontractnrs.  The  servMra  of  the  erew  mast  also  be  ^ven  m  the 
OOnvcyance  of  the  m  iils  bftvvcen  ibi-  niftil-rfioni  find  tbe  sorting:  room. 

18.  Proper  accomniodatioit  aiiJ  nn  lo  be  jjiuviticfi,  iue  ul  cxpeusi',  for  an  oflif^c i  ol  the 
Hoysl  Navy  in  charge  of  the  mail>,  and  al.-o,  if  leqiiirtd,  for  his  servant.  Tlie  !A>*tmHstcr 
General  to  have  power  to  sub^lilute  for  a  nnval  officer  and  his  servant,  a  civil  officer  of  the 
Post  Office  to  tike  chaige  of  the  mails,  am!  to  be  employed  in  sorting  them,  together  with 
a  sL-rv.iiit.  Thf'^o  ofRcrrs,  wlictbcr  n;i\;tl  i  r  civil,  lo  be  allowed  to  remain  on  b '  lird  wliiUt 
Ule  packet  stays  at  all  the  ports  to  or  Iroiu  wlncfi  tbe  muiis  are  conveyed.  The  naval  ur 
dvil  offierrtii  in  charge  of  the  mails  to  be  vietuellod  tmd  otberarise  treated  as  chief-cabin  paa* 
sengers,  and  perv  anls  as  fore-cabiis  papsen^pis.  The  Pohtiiiasf?  r  Gei  tral  fiirt!ier  to  have 
powir  to  requtrt  t!ie  contractors  to  cisiivt-y,  if  neccssury,  cither  t  ue  or  two  adUili  -nal  civil 
offioers  of  the  Pofit  Office  to  be  employed  in  sorting  the  mails.  The  passage  money  of 
Aeso  additional  offic  ers  to  be  paid  (in  lull  of  all  charge  for  mess)  at  half  the  rates  charged 
ibr  ordinary  passen$;er8  of  a  simthtr  description. 

10.  The  mails  shnll  be  conv* v  d  in  the  \.  ?m  ■^,  ;,ik1  br-  delivered  rui  received  at  each  of 
the  places  to  wide!)  tbe  ve><sels  ore  to  procicd  ;n  tlie  pcrformuncc  of  the  contract;  und,  at 
each  port  or  place  where  the  mails  are  to  be  delivered  and  icceived,  the  officer  hsvin;;  charge 
of  tbom  stiall,  "vbf^nfvrr  an  )  us  <  ftfn  a«  bv  Iit'm  deemed  |trarticable  or  necessary,  be  cun- 
ve\t:d  on  aliuie,  ind  u]>u  torn  tl  c  tliuie  tu  the  vessel  employed  in  the  pciformaiice  ol  the 
coniriu  t,  iigether  with,  or  if  necessniy  for  llie  i  crforoium  e  of  the  duties  of  such  ofRcery 
without  Her  Majesty'^  mails,  in  a  suitable  und  sc;<worthy  boat  of  not  leas  than  four  oars, 
to  be  furnished  with  efleetnal  covering  for  the  mail  ba^s,  and  to  be  provided  and  prof  crly 
manned  an<l  equipped  by  the  contractors. 

20.  Should  the  I'ostmasiter  General  deem  it  cn|  *dient  to  placL-  tl  e  sai  l  mails  or  any  part 
thereof  in  charge  of  the  master  or  commaix  cr  uf  <aiy  of  the  said  vissds,  the  said  roaster  or 
romm;uidpr  shall  take  charge  of  the  s-ame  and  make  the  usual  Post  Office  oath  or  di  dara- 
Uoi),  and  furnish  such  journal,  returns,  and  inlbnn><tinn,  and  j>^rform  such  Ai  rvicee,  us  the 
Po«i  master  General  or  hts  officers  Buy  require,  and  he  responsible  for  the  clue  receipt  and 
delivery  of  such  mails. 

SI.  The  contractors  must  not  receive,  or  i^ennti  to  be  received,  on  beard  any  of  the  vessels 
employe. i  under  t!:c  contract,  any  letters  for  m  vpyanc;-  other  tlian  those  duTy.in  charge  of 
tbe  mail  officer,  or  which  are  or  may  be  privileged  by  'aw ;  tlit-  said  mail  officer  will  itave 
to  repoit  any  default  in  this  respect,  and  in  case  of  any  such  default,  the  contmctois  will  be 
liable  to  i  u  proceeded  against  lor  a  breach  of  the  coutract. 

22.  The  whole  postage  of  all  mails  conveyed  in  the  vessels  employe  '  under  the  contract 
is  to  be  at  the  disposal  of  Her  Majesty  V  Pu^tmaster  General. 

83.  The  contractors  aiid  all  looimaodin;:  i-.ud  other  officers  of  the.  vesseb  to  be  employed 
ifi  the  peifonnanee  of  the  coniiacty  sod  all  atients,  seamen,  and  servants  of  tbe  contractors, 
shall  at  all  times  during  the  continuance  ol'  ilic  contract,  ]  tmctiially  attend  to  the  orderi-  and 
directions  of  the  Postmaster  General  or  of  i<ny  of  \\\&  officers  or  agents,  as  to  the  ni*  d<>, 
time,  and  place  ol  embarking  and  disembarking  mails ;  and,  lor  tbe  purpose  of  embarking 
imd  disembaddiig  mails  at  Bombay,  the  cunti'tictors  must,  if  required  by  the  Postmaster 
General,  provide  a  steam-tug. 

24.  Every  sum  of  moiuy  stipulaled  to  be  forn  ite<j  I-y  the  contractors  fhall  be  considered 
as  stipulated  or  ascertained  daniHgo,  aiid  »ball  be  dcducicd  by  the  Postmaster  Cent  ral  out 
of  any  monies  then  payable  or  which  may  thereafter  become  payable  to  the  contrat  tor-,  or 
the  par  II  eat  ihereuf  may  be  enforced,  with  full  co«tB  of  suit,  at  tite  discretion  of  the  Post- 
maeter  General. 

2A.  The  contractors  shall,  when  and  a«  often  as  in  u  ri:ing  they  or  the  masters  of  their 
jcspectire  Tends  shall  be  required  so  to  do  by  the  Postma^iter  Geneial  or  by  any  officer  or 
•cent  aeting  under  his  authority  (such  writing  to  specif  y  the  rank  or  description  of  tbe  per- 
-ion  or  peisons  to  be  conveyed,  and  the  ricct'U;niiid;itioii  to  be  provided  for  him  or  theai), 
.leceive  on  board  each  of  the  vessels  to  be  employed  in  tlie  performance  of  the  contract  (in 
addition  to  the  officers  authorised  to  have  the  cnargc  of  the  mails)  any  naval,  military,  and 
civil  officer^  in  tlie  service  of  Her  Majesty,  not  exceeding  eight,  r  nd  als"  their  wives  and 
.  children,       cliiel-cabin  passengers,  and  aiiy  nou-comnussioticd  or  vtarrant  officers,  not 
.exceeding  fiwr.  and  alio  tieir  vivet  and  chiMfren,  as  IbiMabin  pasMangeiSf  voA  fCKSwaaSfKt 
*   0.48.      •  1L4  •  of 
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of  senmen,  mnrincs,  or  soldiers  in  Her  Majesty's  service,  not  exceeding  10,  and  their  wives 
and  children  as  deck  passenger<s,  to  be  etfectuaily  protected  irom  aua,  raiUj  and  bad  weather - 
due  notice  being  giv«ii(if  practicable)  to  the  agent  of  the  contraetomsttheportof  embttka^ 
tion  ofauch  officer!  mpectivdy  and  othen  bong  vequired  to  be  coitTeyed* 

fin.  The  eontnictorB  most  elao  andertalce  to  convey  any  addHionu  number  of  naval, 
tnilitaty,  fuid  civil  officers  in  the  service  of  Her  Majesty,  not  exceeding  10  in  any  one  ship, 
will)  or  without  their  wives  and  children,  as  chid'-cabin  passengers,  and  any  additioaal 
nuniht  r  of  non-comaits«)oned  and  warrant  officers,  not  exceeding  six  in  any  one  Hhip,  with 
or  witliout  tiieir  wives  and  children,  as  fore-cabin  passenf^ers,  together  with  the  servaiiis  of 
both  chief  and  fure-cabin  passengers,  ou  llie  Postuiastjei'  Guieral,  his  agenlsi  or  officers, 
giving  to  the  contractors  or  their  agents  at  the  port  of  embarkation  the  following  notice, 
tliat  ie  to  eayj  in  vaspect  of  paseeiucers  proceeding  oa  the  voyage  from  Aden  to  Bombay 
between  the  months  of  Angoat  and  March,  both  incTusive,  two  calendar  months,  and  at  any 
other  period  of  tlie  year  two  weeks  ;  and  in  respect  of  passengers  proceeding  on  ilic  voyage 
from  Bombay  to  Aden  between  the  months  o(  December  and  May,  both  mcluaive,  two 
calendar  months,  and  at  any  other  period  of  the  year  two  weeks.  Im  passage  money  for 
ail  passengers  to  be  conveyed  on  tlie  requisition  of  the  Postmaster  General,  to  be  paid  (ia 
full  of  all  chaii^f:  fur  lucss)  at  the  rates  charged  for  ordinary  pd.ssengers  of  a  siuiUar 
description. 

27.  When  a  passage  has  been  ordered  for  any  person  at  the  expense  of  the  Government 
the  payment  wUI  be  made  only  ou  the  production  of  die  order  for  the  passage,  and  a  enti> 
ficato  firora  th«  person  in  tlte  following  form,  via. 

"  I  hereby  certify,  that  on  the  I  embarked 

at  as  a  passenger  on  board  the 

mail  steam-packet  for  pamage  to 

and  landed  at  on  the 

To  this  certificate  the  following  addition  is  to  be  made  in  every  caae  of  a  male  cabin  jn- 
ienger,  via. 

**  1  fiirther  certify  that  the  first  dinner  meal  taken  on  board  was  on  the 

and  the  last  dinner  meal  on  the  • 
"Dated  this  day  of  .** 

And  the  correctness  of  the  dates  must  be  corroborated  by  the  master  of  the  packet,  adding 
underneath  the  passenger's  signature ;— « 

**  The  dates  inserted  in  this  certificate  are  correct." 

(Signature) 

Master  of  the  Packet," 

28.  The  passage-money  for  the  wires  and  ftmilies  of  officers  will  be  paid  to  the  con- 
tractors by  the  oScers  tbe(n8elv»>. 

99.  Whenever  the  eontractom  shnll  be  required  to  convey  any  soldiers  as  deck  passengers, 

other  than  thc<se  s]>eriallv  fjrovided  for  by  the  contract,  the  contractors  must  provide  thetu 
with  adeauate  protection  iroia  rain,  sun,  and  bud  ^veatiier,  such  protection  to  include  suffi- 
cient sbdter  on  deck. 

30.  The  ccntracfors  shall  receive  on  bonrd  eacli  of  the  vessels  employed  in  the.  perfonn- 
ance  of  tlic  contract,  and  convey  at  the  lovvesl  rate  of  fieight  charged  by  the  contractors  for 
private  goods,  any  number  of  smoll  packages  containing  astronomical  nnstniments,  charts, 
wearing  apparel,  medicines,  or  other  articles,  and  oonviiy  and  deliver  tbe  same  to,  from,  and 
between  all  or  any  of  the  porta  or  places  to  or  from  which  the  mails  are  to  be  conveyed,  in 
performance  of  the  contract,  when  so  directed  by  the  Postmaster  Gleneral  or  his  a::ents,  or 
by  ii)c  British  naval  otticer  in  command  of  the  station,  and  shall  also  receive  on  board  each 
of  the  ▼eraela,  and  convey  and  deliver  to,  from,  and  between  all  or  any  of  the  said  ports  or 
places  any  naval  or  other  stores  not  exceeding  10  tons  in  weight,  at  any  one  time,  in  any 
one  vessel,  on  receiving  from  the  Potitmaster  General  or  any  of  bis  officers  or  agents,  two 
days'  previous  no'. ice  of  the  intention  to  have  such  stores  so  con vrycil ;  and  the  said  con- 
tractors shall  in  all  cases  be  strictly  responsible  for  tbe  due  custody  and  safe  delivery  of  tbe 
packages,  articles,  and  storea. 

31.  The  contiact  not  to  be  terminable  except  on  a  notice  of  two  years  and  a  half,  and  the 
contiactors  to  state  what  abatement  they  will  make  from  the  subsidy  if  the  contract  b«  made 
certain  for  five  years,  and  what  abatement  if  it  be  made  certein  ft>r  seven  years. 

32.  The  contract  will  not  be  binding  until  it  has  lain  upon  the  Table  of  the  IIou>e  of 
Commons  for  one  month,  without  disapproval,  unless,  previous  to  the  lapse  of  that  period, 
it  has  been  approved  of  by  a  Resolutiim  of  tbe  House. 

33.  Payments  will  be  made  quarterly  out  of  monies  to  be  provided  by  Parliament,  on  the 
production  by  the  coniraetors,  llrom  time  to  time,  to  the  Receiver  and  Accountant  General 
of  ihe  Post  OfTice,  of  certificates  fro  n  ^h  •  f  rnper  officers  that  the  contract  has  been  strictly 
and  punctually  performed,  subject  to  the  amount  of  penalties  and  other  sums  (if  any)  being 
hereout  deducted. 

34-  The  Government  shall  at  any  time  during  the  continuance  of  the  contract,  in  esse  of 
great  public  emergency,  have  power  to  parehase  all  or  any  of  the  vessels  at »  valuation,  or 
to  cbartar  tbe  same  exelnstvety  for  Her.  Majeaty's  serriee;  the  Tslnation  or  tats  of  hire  to 

be 
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be  agreed  on  by  the  Adminlty  end  the  cootreetoie,  or  ftflinjc  such  af^reMiieDt,  hj  erbitra-     Aff,  Mn^  !■ 

lion  in  the  usual  m.inncr. 

as.  lu  case  o(  any  such  purchase  or  hire,  the  coulraciori*  t>hali  be  at  liberty  either  to 
lerminate  the  contract,  or,  if  they  can  provide  other  reesek  in  proper  tini^  i»  continiw  H ' 
or,  with  the  consent  of  the  Poetmasier  Genera],  and  on  each  terme  as  maj  be  egpeed  npon 
they  may  continQe  to  perTomi  pert  only  of  ihe  contract 

36.  Tlie  contractors  mu?t  not  assign,  underlet,  <ir  di^ji  >     of  the  eontmet^or  tiy  part 
thereof,  without  the  consent  in  writing  of  the  PustiudBter  UeneraL 

87.  In  caae  of  any  great  or  habitual  breach  of  the  contract,  the  PoatouHrtar  General  nwy 
terminate  it  without  t»evMHU  notice,  and  thia  without  giving  tbe  cMmtfMton  nny  tp 
Compensation. 

38.  In  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act  22  Geo.  3,  c.  45,  no  Member  of  the  Hou!>e 
of  Commons  can  be  admitted  to  any  share  or  part  of  tbe  contract,  or  to  any  benefit  to  aiiae 
timttfWnn* 

39.  The  contractors  to  be  bound  with  two  responsible  sureties,  to  be  named  in  their 
tenders,  in  the  penalty  of  10,000  L  for  the  due  fulfilment  of  the  contract  ^  and  they  rau*t 
fbmiah  the  naiuea  of  penona  of  whom  inquiiy  ean  be  made  as  to  the  responaibility  of  the 
sureties  proposed. 

40.  The  Postmaster  General  doe*  not  engage  to  accept  tbe  lowest  tender,  irreepectire  of 
other  Gonaiderationa,  or  indeed  lo  ncoepk  any  tender. 


No.  ». 

Mr.  F,  P«d,  M.V.,  to  the  Poitanatar  General. 

My  Lord,  TVeBaury  OHunbem,  tl  Wwmk  18Ct. 

I  AM  desired  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Hrr  Majesty's  Treasury  to  tmnsmit  to  yo« 
tbe  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  India  0£Bce,  dated  the  8tb  instant,  and  to  slate  thalp 
subject  to  the  modifications  proposed  by  Sir  Charles  Wood,  tileir  Loidahips  approve  of  tlw 
draft  form  at  tender  and  conditions  of  conirect  for  the  conveyance  of  muls  twice  a  month 
between  Aden  and  Bombay,  which  accompanied  your  Lordship's  letter  of  the  24th  ultimo, 
and  which  are  herewith  returned. 

Their  Lordships  understand  the  new  aerrice  to  be  proposed  as  a  substitute  for  the  service 
to  and  from  Madras  and  Calcutta,  and  to  be  intended  only  to  take  effect  upon  the  letter 
being  dbcontiimed  ;  I  am  therefore  to  request  that  your  L(/rdshi|j,  in  reporting  upon  any 
traders  that  may  be  sent  in,  will  at  the  smiue  time  state  what  will  be  the  redaction  in  the 
subeidy  now  payable  to  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam  Packet  Company,  and  whet 
effect  m  n  peeoniniy  aenae,  and  as  far  as  this  country  ia  ooncemed,  the  prapnaed  phn  wtU 
have. 

With  rci^ard  to  ths  last  paragraph  in  your  L  r  islnp's  letter,  I  am  to  state  that  it  is  ibe 
wish  of  this  Board  that,  prior  to  advertising  tor  tenders  for  contracts  of  a  aimilar  nature, 
tbe  forms  of  tender  mid  conditiona  of  contnel  ehonid  at  nil  times  be  submitted  for  their 
eonaideratioii. 

i  have,  &c. 

Tbe  Postmaster  QenenI,  (a^Sned)      F.  Peat 

See.  &c.  fltc. 


Eiidoeni«  in  Xo*  16. 

Sir,  India  0€Bce,  8  Maich  1802. 

I'hb  Secretary  of  State  for  India  hae  had  under  his  consideration  in  council  your  letter, 
dated  26tli  ultimo,  forwaidtn|r,  for  tiie  renmrka  of  Sir  Charles  Wood,  the  draft  of  a  form  of 
tender,  for  the  establishment  of  steam  oommnnication  twice  a  month  between  Aden  and 

Bombay,  in  pursuance  of  a  recommendation  of  Her  Majesty'^  Postuiitster  General. 

SirCfhnrles  Woo<l,  as  tlie  Lords  Commissioners  of  Uer  Majesty's  I'reanury  are  aware,  has 
already  expressed  his  concurrence  in  the  proposal  to  tale  nieasuree  for  the  performance 
of  the  adHifional  postal  service  in  qaestii  n,  pending  an  entire  readjustment  of  the  mail  servii  e 
in  tbe  Indian  Seas,  and  has  uu  ob$>ervations  to  make  on  thu  form  of  the  tender  tur  that 
aeiviee,  or  on  the  conditions  on  which  tenders  are  to  be  received. 

in  any  couttact,  however, which  may  be  concluded,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  pro*td<j  for  the 
performance  of  the  service  between  Bombay  and  Knrnichee,  by  a  branch  steamer  at  any 
future  time  if  Her  Majesty's  Government  should  require  it,  and  from  such  date  as  ni  ly  ik  re- 
after  be  fixed  by  them,  a  contract  for  the  service,  by  a  local  company  being  now  i:i  opera- 
tion, and  Sir  (Carles  Wood  trusts  that  the  Lords  of  tbe  Trea>ury  will  sec  their  wav  to 
providing  for  an  additional  ibrtiiightly  mail  to  amt  from  R  mbay,  instead  of  two  in  euch 
calendar  month ;  and  that,  cxceptduring  the  south-west  munsoun,  165  hour?  will  be  hxtd  as 
the  minimum  period  for  the  voyage  between  Adt  n  and  Bombay. 

With  regard  lo  the  duration  of  the  contract,  he  wottld  suggest  that,  as  it  would  doubtless 
(M3.  Uh  be 
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Am.  No.  \.  <leeiiruble,  if  the  existing  contracts  with  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Compuny  sliould  be 

determined,  tluit  the  iirr;ii}gen)ent  for  ilio  luldit  i  iial  service  to  Buiubuy  shuuid  cease,  at  the 
same  tine  the  power  of  determiuisg  the  praposed  <KnitnM:t  at  one  year's  notice  sliouid  be 
nterved  to  Her  Majesty's  Qovenunenti 

I  am,  &c. 

The  Secretary,  Treasuiy.  (signed)      Memuat  Merivak, 


No.  16. 

The  Postmaster  General  to  the  TVeaaury. 

My  Lords,  General  Poet  Office,  28  March  1862. 

I  DBG  to  :icknowIeflge  the  receipt  if  your  letter  of  the  21st  instant,  ini  t  ming  ine  ihat, 
aabject  to  the  modifications  proposed  by  Sir  Charles  Wood,  your  Lordshi))!}  approve  of  the 
draft  form  of  tender  and  conditions  of  contract  wbich  I  transmitied  to  yuu  on  Ute  34th 
Itltim^'. 

The  ualy  aiteraliou  in  the  iorm  which  appear  necessary  are  shown  in  ihe  iicconipiiuving; 
draft. 

It  will  be  in  your  Lordships'  power,  abould  you  think  such  a  coui>:e  desiral)le  wlien  the 
tenders  are  sent  in,  to  accept  an  offer  for  a  fortnighti  v  service,  in  proferonce  o  oae  tu  n  e  in 
each  calendar  month,  as  well  as  tn  n  quire  that  the  time  occupied  between  Aden  and  Bombay 
shall  not  exceed  166  hour««,  except  during  the  south-west  monsoon 

With  reG:ard  to  the  sugsestion  of  Sir  Ch.iHea  Wood,  that  any  contract  that  may  be  en- 
tered into  shntilt!  he  termiiiuble  at  one  vfar's  noticr-,  iiisiea  !  of  on  a  notict'  df  tw  ^  V(  ;ir>  and 
a  half,  a»  speciiied  in  tht  acconipanyiug  iunn,  I  ii  iirtli:it  if  it  he  nUupted  this  dc|)ailuieat 
may  >'e  placed  liereufter  in  a  position  of  dilliLi.liv,  ^.nular  t*  that  whi«h  now  exists  in  the 
case  of  the  contract  with  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam  Navigation  Company. 

That  contract  can  now  be  terminatefl  at  imy  time  on  the  company  giving  twelve  months' 
ni>ti<'t'.  una  luokin.;  at  l!ie  time  neei  ssary  Tor  buildini;  liir^o  srt  am  ,  aiij  liearing  in 
mind  that  to  this  must  be  aildcHl  the  tune  required  for  preparing  the  tornis  of  tenders^  tor 
advertising,  and  for  considering  the  several  tenders  thatnuiy  be  sent  in,  n  is  certain  that  a 
period  of  twelve  months  is  not  sufficient  to  give  the  department  the  benefit  of  an  effective 
competition. 

I  cannot  n«oma«nd  your  Lordships,  therefore,  to  alter  the  form  of  tender  in  this  respecL 

I  have,  Ss£. 

The  Lords  Co  Hmis<,ionera  of  (signed)      Skmkif  ^  Aldaltf, 

the  Treasury. 


Enclosure  in  No.  16. 

TsNOER  for  Steuat  Vessels  for  conveying  Her  Majesty's  Mails  between  Ade»smd  BonUtaj/. 


Sir, 

Wx  herahy  ofll»r  tfi  convey  Her  M.ijesty's  Mails  twice  in  e.ich  calendar  rooiul),  each 
way,  t)etween  Aden  nnd  Bombay,  by  a  sufficient  number  of  steam  vessels  nf  adequate 
power,  to  be  approved  of  by  the  Postmaster  Gon«  riil,  for  the  sum  ut  £.  j>ci  nnnum, 
subject  to  the  severnl  conditions  marked  A. 

We  will  engage  to  provide,  whenever  reqnired  by  Her  Majesty's  Oovemroent,  a  branch 
packet  from  Bnmhay  to  Knrraehee  and  back,  to  travel  at  the  rate  of  nanticnl  miles  per 
!;nur  f'ir  the  atldiiional  sum  of  j£.  per  annum,  or,  in  sill,  £.  per  annum.  • 

Provided  we  be  all"weii  hours,  instead  of  ICft  hours,  (or  the  voynge  between  Adnn 
and  Bombay,  nnder  ordinary  circumstancfs,  and  hourt,  instead  of  261  \\o\xx»,  fur  tlie 
vnyafre  westward  daring  the  prevalence  of  the  soutli-west  monsoon,  we  will  periorm  tlie 
service  between  Aden  nnd  Bombay  twice  a  month  for  the  sum  of  per  annum. 

When  thf  s;  nc  required  (or  linliling  ihe  mail-  shall  exceed  a  hnu'lnd  cubic  tons 
measure<neai,  we  i^tipulute  that  an  additional  payment  of  per  annum  shall  be 

made  to  as  for  each  cubic  ton  over  and  above  a  bandred  tons. 

We  will  aiiree  to  an  abatcn  ctit  nf  £.  in  the  amount  of  the  su')si  v,  in  condition 

that  the  penalties  for  delay,  instead  of  bemg  absolute,  shall  not  be  payable  when  it  is  proved 
to  the  satisfiietitm  or  the  Poatmaster  General  that  the  delay  has  arisen  from  eaoses  beyond 
onr  control. 

If  the  contract  be  made  for  five  years  certain,  we  will  agree  to  an  abateuient  of  £. 
from  iliH  sii1>-idy  >i>-nian(led;  and  if  ti.e  i  oiuract  bf  made  M>r  scven  years  oertaiti,  we  will 
agree  to  an  abatement  of  X.  Irom  the  subsidy. 

We  propose  as  onr  sureties  in  the  penalty  of  10,000  L,  Mr.  of 

*  and  Mr.  of  ,  and 

we 
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ive  refer  you  tA  m  persons  of  whom  iuqviry  t^n  b«     Api}.  No.  i. 

made     tn  the  retpunsibility  of  such  sureties.  *  . :  _  . 

In  the  event  of  thff  tender  beinc  accepted,  we  enuage  that  the  vesMls  diall  he  ready  for 
aorvev  on  the  »     'i'iliiic  of  which  we  u-^n  e  to  i)ay  to  Her  Majesty  the 

flamoVlo/.  froiii  the  day  on  which  the  vessels  ought  to  have  been  ready  for  surrey  for 
evi  l  V  «'i>v  duriu>r  ^^  hich  they  shall  not  he  ready  for  anefa  survey.  And  we  further  enfra^ 
thu'  -iu'l)  v-sclii  shall  bp  fcmiilete  for  <?.-n  cm  the  .  in 

foiiur?  ot  whicli  we  a^ree  to  pay  to  ULer  .Viajesty  the  sum  of  lo^  from  the  day  on  »|iic[i 
tiie  vessels  ought  to  ]£ave  heen  vomplete  for  sea,  for  every  day  during  whkb  thvf  shall  iii>t 
be  cdinplete  for  sea. 

And  we  hereby  ayree  to  conomenee  the  said  serrire  on  the  , 

and  n  tlie  t^vciit  of'siioli  sr-rvicL'  no!  heiiitj^  coimnciicuMi  mh  sucIi  d:ty,  we  hereby  ac^rec  fo  nay 
to  Her  Majesty  the  auiu  of  t<»i  every  day  from  that  <lay  until  the  said  service  shall  be 
oomnieneed  by  us. 

And  wr  fnrther  herrbv  a<rree  that  such  res(>eclive  sums  of  10/.,  10/.,  and  100/.  are  to  be 
coa«idered  n<»t  as  penalties,  but  hs  liquidated  damages,  and  pavable  whether  any  damage 
shall  or  shall  aolhe  sustained  by  reason  of  all  or  any  one  or  more  of  such  failures;  or  in 
the  event  of  any  one  or  more  of  such  ^lures,  the  Hostinaster  General  shall  have  the  option 
of  determining  any  atrreement  for  such  service  by  us. 

A)  1  we  do  lit  reby  agree  tn  execute  a  contract  aecordiug  to  the  ssid  oonditiinis  maiked 
A.,  and  for  the  performance  of  the  said  service. 

We  are,  Ac. 
(bignatare) 

The  Secretary  ot  the  Post  Office.  (Address) 


NJB. — All  Tenders  to  be  made  upon  this  printed  foi^o.  and  they  are  to  be  addresied  to 

thi  Sicrrtary  of  the  Post  Office,  "ith  thf  wonis  "Tender  for  tlie  convt  yance  of  Mnils 
between  Bombay  and  Aden  "  in  the  left-baud  coriiei  ui  the  euveiu}>ti,  aud  uu  l  ender  will 
be  received  unless  it  he  niu  -e  precisely  accordiui:  to  the  preceding  printed  form. 

Any  conditions  or  alterations  which  the  parties  tendering  may  wish  to  suggest  must  be 
furni^iied  tn  a  seperate  letter  «t  the  tiflu  of  makhig  the  tei^ar. 


CoNSmOKB  ofthe  TtCNDRits  to  be  received  for  a  C  nrim  t  for  the  Convpyanoe  of  Het 

Majesty's  Mails  b*  tween  Adfn  and  Bombay. 

(Referred  to  as  marked  A.) 

1.  Tht  service  of  conveying  Ht  r  Majtfcty'»  Mait:>  (ioiu  Adeu  to  Bombay  and  back  to  be 
performed  twice  in  each  calendar  month. 

2.  The  parties  tendering  to  state  the  udditional  sum  demanded,  if  the  contractors  provided 
•  Vranch  packet  to  ply  b^ween  Bombay  and  Kurrachee.   The  tender  to  state  the  rate  of 

speed  proposed  to  I'e  maintained  by  the  bianch  parkin. 

d.  It  must  be  stated  in  the  tender  uhen  tiie  parties  lenderuu  will  b«r  reaiiy  to  conimeoce 
the  service. 

4.  Under  the  term  "Her  Majesty's  Mails,"  ar.  rompreIu>iidcd  all  boxes,  ba'^s,  or  packets 
of  icttf  rs,  new9|>apers,  b^oks,  or  |iriui<d  i.apcis,  ami  uveiy  uther  article  sent  by  the  post, 
to  whatever  country  or  place  they  may  be  addre*seJ,  or  in  whate  ver  couutry  or  place  they 
may  have  originated;  and  aUo  all  empty  ba^s,  emptor  boxes,  and  other  stores  und  articles 
used  or  to  be  used  in  carrying  on  the  Post  Onice  service,  which  shall  he  seat  by  or  to  or 
iroro  the  Post  Office.  Nevertheless,  i,\licii  the  spacr  leipiiiLd  for  boldiii>r  the  mails  {tee 
par.  ItJ)  shall  exceed  a  huudied  cubic  t<<ii»  measurement,  the  contractors  shall  be  allowed 
an  additional  payment  per  annum  for  each  cubic  too,  the  amount  of  which  must  form  part 
of  the  tender. 

6.  The  tenders  must  provide  for  the  mails  being  conveyed  between  Aden  and  Bombay  ui 
lO")  li  iirs,  exce  pt  during  the  prevalence  of  the  south-west  monsoon,  when  261  hours  will 
be  allowed  for  the  voyage  wesitward,  viz.,  from  Bombay  to  Aden.  I'm  the  parties  tendering 
may  al»u  state  upon  what  terms  they  would  [)erfonu  the  service  in  a  greater  or  less  number 
of  hours. 

6.  A  |>remium  ol  50/.  will  l>e  given  tor  evcr>'  complete  day  ol  24  hours  winch  the  time 
occupieo  in  any  voyage,  between  Aden  and  Bombay,  may  ue  less  than  that  aUowed  under 
the  contract. 

7.  A  penalty  of  600/.  to  be  incurred  when  the  ctimraclors  fail  in  providing  a  vessel,  in 
aceor  lanec  svi  li  th>  ir  eoiitraet,  r^  ady  to  put  to  sea  at  ttie  ajjpoiuti'I  tiun-,  ami  aUn  iln-  snin 
of  500/.  for  every  Hucce-sive  day  which  shall  elapse  afu-r  ^ucfa  appoinied  tioie  \  aud  a  penalty 
of  too/,  for  every  cnmplefe  ilay  consumed  on  the  voyai^e  betwinfo  Aden  and  Bombay,  from 
whatever  causi- aiisini:,  bey.ind  the  nnmbcr  of  days  allowctl ;  but  so  that  the  full  nniount 
of  any  penalties  lor  delay  on  an  >  one  \  oyago  fthull  iievxr  exceed  the  portion  uf  the  subsidy 
upphcabic  to  sueb  voyage.  The  payment  bv  the  Contractors  of  any  penalties  shall  in  no 
way  prejudice  the  right  of  the  Fosimaster  (jreneral  to  treat  the  failuie  to  provide  a  proper 

0.4S.  H  M  2  vessel 
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App-  No.  1.      vessel  at  the  appointed  tioMp  or  to  perform  a  voyage  at  or  within  the  appointed  tun^  as  a 

-    ^  breach  of  the  contract. 

8.  Tiic  parties  tendering  may  state  what  abatement  in  the  amount  of  the  subsidy  they 
would  make  on  condition  that  the  penalties  for  delav  instead  of  being  absoLote,  shall  not 
be  payable  when  it  is  proved  to  the  eatisAuetion  of  the  Poetoiaatar  General  Aat  the  delay 
has  arisen  from  causes  beyc  nd  the  control  of  the  contractors. 

0.  The  contractors  mu»t  tuu^age  tu  supply,  during  the  continuance  of  the  contruct,  aod 
to  tlw  laUsfaction  of  the  Postmaster  General,  asuffidflntfUlinber  of  steum  vessels  of  adequate 
power  and  in  all  respects  suited  for  the  performance  of  the  ^errice  within  the  time  stipulated 
m  the  tender. 

10.  The  Postmaster  General  to  have  power  to  require  that  the  vessels  to  Ije  used  for  the 
purposes  uf  the  contract  shall  be  built  on  plans  previously  approved  of  b>  hiui  or  by  the 
Lofds  of  the  Admiralty. 

11.  The  vessels  to  he  always  supplied  witii  all  necessary  and  proj)er  machinery,  engines, 
apparel,  furniture,  stores,  tackle,  DoaU>,  fuel,  oil,  tallow,  piovusions,  anchors,  cables,  iiro- 
pumpsyand  other  proper  means  for  extinguishing  fire,  lightning  condnctoci}  charts,  chrono- 
SBetma,  proper  nautical  instruments,  and  whatsoever  else  may  be  neoesaaiy  for  equipping 
the  aaid  vessels  and  rendering  them  constantly  efficient  for  the  service  to  be  performed ; 
and  to  be  manned  with  legylly  qualified  and  competent  rtfficers  and  a  shII'm  I  iit  cr;  u  >i  hie 
seanien  and  other  men.  A  inedical  officer,  to  be  approved  of  by  the  Postmaster  General, 
lo  be  provided  on  hoard  eaeh  paoket,  and  who  shall  nve  meiueal  atteodaocs^  mediciiMi^ 
and  mediciuncnt-s  gratig  to  all  persons  conveyed  under  the  contiactp  or  whose  passage 
money  nmy  he  paid  lor  in  whole  or  in  part  by  the  Government. 

12.  The  vessels  are  to  be  subject  at  all  times  to  survey  by  officers  in  the  employment  of 
the  Admiralty,  and  any  defect  discovered  on  such  survey  to  be  immediately  made  good  hf 
the  comractors.  This  survey  to  extend  not  only  to  the  vesacla  themsdlvei^  hat  alio  to  tlw 
officers,  Migiaeers,  crew,  machineiyf  and  evei^diiDg  wtuoh  the  contiaotors  aia  hound  to 
provide, 

IS.  Tlw  days  and  hours  of  departure  and  arrival  at  each  port  are  to  be  fixed  by  the 

Postmaster  General,  and  may  be  altered  from  time  to  time  by  him  on  giving  a  notice  to  the 
contractors  oi  ihree  uiontiis.  The  Postmaster  General  also  to  iiave  power  to  delay  tlie 
departure  of  any  vessel  from  any  port  for  a  period  not  exceeding  24  hours. 

14.  The  Postmaster  Qeaersl  to  have  power,  on  giving  reasonable  notice,  to  require  dta 
dontraciors  to  perform  the  service  contracted  for  fortnightly,  instead  of  twiea  in  each  cak* 
endar  month,  and  in  buch  ca^e  the  payments  to  be  made  tu  the  COtttiaclon,  and  the  abato- 
ments  to  be  made  by  them  to  hs  increased  by  one-twelfth. 

15.  The  PostoiBster  General  to  be  at  liberty  odwrwise  to  modify  the  service  to  be  per- 
formed, on  giving  reasonable  notii  e  to  the  contractors  ;  tlie  additional  amount  to  be  paid  or 
deducted  for  any  alteration,  to  be  settled  by  agreement,  or  failing  that,  by  arbitration  in  the 
Uiiual  loanner. 

10.  The  contractors  to  provide  at  their  sole  cos^  to  the  sa^s&ction  of  the  Postmaster 
General,  a  separate  and  convenient  plaoe  of  deposit  for  the  mails  on  board  each  vessel,  widi 
secure  lock  and  key. 

17.  In  the  eveni  of  the  Postmaster  General  rcqmriDg  it,  a  sortmg  room  for  the  purpose 
of  sorting  and  making  up  the  mails  to  be  also  provided,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  roaU 
master  General,  on  boara  each  vessel.  The  actual  cost  of  erectinj^  the  sorting  room,  and 
of  providujg  the  necessary  furniture,  lamps,  &c.,  will  be  defrayed  by  the  Postmaater 
General,  but  the  furniture  and  lamps  must  be  clean«c<i  and  kt^pt  in  repair,  and  oil  for  the 
lamps  must  be  supplied  at  the  coet  of  the  contractors.  The  services  of  the  crew  must  ako 
be  given  in  the  conveyance  of  the  malls  between  the  mail  room  and  the  sorting  room. 

18.  Proper  accommodation  and  mess  to  be  provided,  free  of  cxj;i n  i  ,  for  «n  officer  of  tlM 
Royal  iS'avy  in  charge  of  the  mails,  and  alno,  if  required,  for  his  servant.  The  Postmaster 
General  to  have  power  to  substitute  for  a  naval  officer  and  bis  servant,  a  civil  officer  of  the 
Post  Office  to  take  charge  of  the  mails,  and  to  be  employed  in  sorting  them,  together  with 
a  servani.  These  officers,  whether  naval  or  civil,  to  be  allowed  to  remain  on  hoard  whilst 
the  packet  stays  at  all  the  ports  to  or  from  which  the  mails  are  conveyed.  The  naval  or 
civil  officers  iu  charge  of  the  mails  to  be  victualled  and  otherwise  treated  as  chief  cabin 
passengers,  and  servants  as  fore  cahtn  passengers.  The  Postmaster  Genend  fartiber  to  have 
power  to  require  the  contractors  to  convey,  if  necessary,  either  one  or  two  additioital  civil 
othcers  of  the  Post  Office  to  be  employed  in  sorting  the  mails.  The  jpaasage  money  of  these 
additional  officers  to  be  paid  (in  full  of  all  charge  for  mess),  at  halt  the  rates  ehaigad  for 
ordinary  passengers  of  a  similar  description. 

19.  The  mails  shall  be  conveyed  in  the  vessels,  and  be  delivered  and  received  at  each  of 
;he  places  to  which  the  vessels  are  to  proceed  in  the  performance  of  the  contract;  and  at 
each  port  or  place  where  the  mails  are  to  be  deUvered  and  received,  the  offijcer  having  charge 
of  them  Bhali,  whenever  and  as  often  as  by  him  deemed  jmetUmbla  or  neoessary,  be  co»' 
veyed  on  shore,  and  also  from  the  shore  to  the  vessel  employed  in  the  performance  of  the 
contract,  together  with,  or  if  necessary  fc^r  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  such  officer, 
without,  Her  Majesty's  Mailfl»  in  a  suitable  and  seaworthy  boat  of  not  less  than  four  oars,  to 
be  fhnished  with  eflectual  covering  for  the  mail  bags,  and  to  he  provided  and  propai| 
manned  and  equipped  by  the  contractors. 

20.  Should  the  Postmaster  General  deem  it  expedient  to  place  the  said  mails  or  any  part 
thereof  in  charge  of  the  master  or  commander  of  any  of  the  said  ves»el8,  the  said  mastor  or 
commander  nail  take  cfaaiga  of  the  SMMy  and  make  the  nswd  Post  (MEce  oath  or  ded^ 
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ration,  and  furnish  such  jonrnai,  returns,  and  information,  and  perform  such  services,  as  the  , 
Pmtmaater  Oenenl  or  bia  officers  may  require  and  be  nqKHuible  for  the  due  receipt  and  ^ 
defiverT  of  aach  mails. 

21.  The  contrnclors  must  not  receive,  or  permit  to  be  received  on  board  any  of  the  ve»- 
iek  employed  under  the  contract,  any  letters  for  conveyance  other  thon  those  duly  in  charge 
of  the  mail  officer,  or  which  aie  or  ni^  beprinh^ged  by  law ;  the  said  mail  officer  will  have 
to  report  nny  default  in  thi;;  respect,  and  in  case  of  any  such  de&okf  the  COntiaCton  will  be 
liable  to  be  proceeded  against  for  a  breach  of  the  contract. 

22.  Tlie  whole  postage  o\'  all  maiU  conveyed  in  tiie  veeeels  employed  under  the  eonttaet 
b  to  be  at  the  dispoaal  of  Her  Majesty's  Postmaster  General. 

3>.  The  contractors  and  all  octmniaading  and  other  officers  of  the  Teasels  to  be  employed 
in  the  performance  of  the  contract,  and  all  agents,  seainen,  and  servants  of  tbe  contractors, 
shall  at  all  tiroes  during  the  continuance  of  the  contract,  punctually  attend  to  the  orders 
and  directions  of  tite  Postmaster  General,  or  of  any  of  his  officers  or  agsnlB.  as  to  the  mode^ 
tinse,  and  place  of  embarking  and  disembarking  mailt>;  and,  for  the  rnrpose  of  embarking 
and  diaembarkini;  mails  at  Bombay,  the  contractors  must,  if  required  by  the  Postmaster 
General,  provide  a  steam  tug. 

24.  Every  sum  of  money  stipulated  to  be  forfeited  by  the  contractors  shall  be  considered 
as  stipulated  ov  aacertaineddamages,  and  shall  be  deducted  by  the  Postmaster  General  out  of 
any  monies  then  payable,  or  which  may  ihereafler  becoiue  payable,  lo  thf  contractors,  or  the 

eyment  thereof  may  be  enforced,  with  full  cosU  of  tiuit,  at  the  discretion  uf  the  Postmaster 
tneral. 

26.  The  coutraotora  shall,  when  and  as  ofUn  as  in  writing  they  or  the  masters  of  their 
respective  vessels  shall  be  required  so  to  do  by  the  Postmaster  General,  or  by  any  officer 
or  ai^em  acting  under  his  autliority  (such  wniiii^  to  specify  the  rank  or  description  of  the 
person  or  persons  to  be  conveyed,  and  the  accommodation  to  bo  provided  for  him  or  ihern^, 
receive  on  board  each  of  the  vessels  to  be  employed  in  the  perfonoaaoee  of  the  contract  (m 
addition  to  the  officers  authorise'!  to  h  tv  the  charge  of  the  mails)  any  naval,  military,  and 
civil  officers  in  the  service  of  H<r  Majesty,  not  exceedin^r  eight,  and  also  their  wives  and 
ohildren,  as  chief-cabin  passengers,  and  any  non-comuiissiooed  orwarrant  idBBm»  not  eji^ 
cweding  four,  and  also  tbisir  wlvea  and  children,  as  fore<«abin  passengers,  and  any  number 
of  seamen,  marines,  or  soldiers  in  Her  Majesty's  service,  not  exceeding  ten,  and  their  wives 
and  children,  att  deck  passengers,  to  be  effectually  protected  from  sun,  rain,  and  bad 
weather ;  doe  notice  being  given  (if  practicable)  to  the  a^ent  of  the  contractor^  at  tiie  port 
of  embailtation  of  sueh  officers  respectively  and  others  being  required  to  be  conveyed. 

26.  The  contractors  mnst  also  undertake  to  convey  any  additional  nimibei  of  naval, 
military,  and  civil  oflicers  in  the  service  of  Hei  Majesty,  not  exceeding  ten  in  any  one  ship, 
with  or  without  their  wives  and  children,  as  chief  cabin  passengers,  and  any  additional 
nomber  of  non-commtssioned  and  warrant  officersy  not  exceeding  six  in  any  one  ship,  with 
or  without  their  wives  and  children,  as  fore^bin  passengerx,  together  with  the  servants  of 
btith  chief  and  fore-cabin  passengers,  on  the  Postmaster  General,  his  agents,  or  officers, 

Sving  to  the  contractors  or  their  agents  at  the  port  of  embarkation  the  following  notice, 
at  18  to  say,  in  respect  of  passengers  proceeding  on  the  voyage  firom  Aden  to  Bombay 
between  the  months  of  August  and  March,  both  inclusive,  two  calendar  months,  and  at  any 
other  period  of  the  year  two  weeks  ;  and  in  respect  of  passengers  proceeding  on  the  voyage 
from  Bombay  to  Aden  between  the  months  oi  December  and  May,  botli  inclusive,  two 
calendar  months,  and  at  any  other  period  of  the  year  two  weeks.  The  passage  money  for 
all  passengers  to  he  conveyed  on  tne  requisition  of  the  Postmaster  Gencial,  to  be  paid  (in 
full  of  all  chaige  for  mess)  at  the  rates  charged  far  oidinary  ptsaengetB  of  a  siiiular 
description. 

S7.  When  a  passage  has  been  ordered  for  any  person  at  the  expense  of  the  GoveronMnl* 
the  payment  will  he  made  only  on  tlie  production  of  the  order  for  the  pMsagej  and  a  certi- 
ficate from  the  person  in  the  following  form,  viz.  :— 

"  1  hereby  oertify  that  on  the  I  embarked 

at  as  a  passenger  on  board 

the  Mail  Steam  Pacleet  for  passage  to 

and  landed  at  on  the  ." 

To  this  certificate,  thr  f uIIovmh^  Hudition  is  to  be  made  in  every  case  ot  a  male  cabin 
passenger,  vis. 

« I  iurthcr  certify,  that  the  first  dinner  meal  taken  on  board  was  on  the 
,  and  the  last  dinner  meal  on  the 

"  Dated  this  day  of  ." 

And  the  oorrectne-^s  of  the  dates  must  be  corroborated  by  the  master  of  the  packet, 
adding  underneath  the  passenger's  sigoaton^— 
*'  Tbe  datea  inserted  »n  this  oertiflcate  are  correct." 

(•ignalnre) 

"Master  of  tbe  Packet." 

38.  The  passage  money  for  the  wives  and  families  of  officers  will  be  paid  to  the  con- 
tractors by  the  otficers  theuisi  lves. 

39.  Whenever  tbe  contractors  shall  be  required  to  convey  any  soldiers  as  deck  passeu- 
gera,  other  then  those  specially  provided  Ibv  by  the  eootiae^  the  oontractocs  mwt  provide 
ttiem  with  adequate  protection  TTom  rain,  ami,  and  bad  weather,  such  pioteolion  to  mclnde 
•efficient  shelter  on  deck. 
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Affu  Na*  !■  3p.  The  em  I  tractors  shall  recri^cDii  bu..rd  each  of  the  vessels  eiiipioved  it)  the  per- 
fortuance  of  the  contract,  aiici  convey  at  the  iowest  rate  of  treit;bl  chained  by  the  contractun 
for  private  ^oods  any  number  of  small  packaues  containinsc  nstronomical  instittiuaolt, 
charts,  wearing  apparel,  medicines,  or  oilter  aiticles,  aud  convey  and  deliver  the  same  to, 
from,  and  between  all  or  any  of  tlic  ports  or  plices  to  or  fiom  which  the  mails  are  to  be 
C')  vcycil,  ill  iicrformance  of  the  contract,  wh<  n  liirecltd  by  the  HostmaHter  General,  or 
h.»  agents,  or  by  tbo  Briti»li  naval  otBcer  in  command  oi'  tlie  atatioD,  and  aball  abo  receive 
o  %  bmrd  each  of  the  veesel*,  and  ootkvey  ami  deliver  to,  from,  and  between  all  or  any  of  the 
?  id  port'i  or  places,  imy  naval  <ir  other  stores  not  fxcr-cdini:  ten  ;on>  in  weight,  at  nnv  one 
tiaie,  in  any  one  vessel,  on  receiving  from  the  Pua>iuiat>t42r  Geiteral  ur  any  oi  his  oOioeni  or 
tg^nti,  two  days'  pievious  notice  oi  the  intention  to  havL-  such  stores  so  conveyed  ;  and  the 
«ai<l  contractors  shall  in  all  ca^cs  iic  strictly  reapoasibie  for  the  due  custody  and  safe 
delivery  of  the  packages,  articles,  and  stores. 

TliL'  coii'iLici  nut  ,0  be  tei iiima'  le  extept  on  a  uoiice  of  two  yt-ars  and  a  half;  and 
the  contractors  to  slate  wliat  abatement  they  will  make  from  the  subsidy  if  the  contract  be 
made  certain  for  five  years,  and  what  abatement  if  it  be  made  eertain  tat  seven  yt^ars. 

32.  TilC  contrnct  will  not  he  Vi-iulit  ir  "iitil  it  !ias  lain  U[)nn  thv  table  nf  the  House  of 
Commons  for  one  muiith,  vMtiiout  (ii&.ippi-uv..l,  unless,  pre  vious  Lu  the-  iap^e  that  period, 
it  haa  been  approvi  d  ol  by    Resohuion  of  the  Hoose. 

as.  Payments  wiU  be  made  quarterly  out  of  monies  to  be  provided  by  ParUaoieat,  on 
the  production  by  the  contractors,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  Receiver  and  Accountant 
General  of  the  Vn^t  Office,  u[  cei  iificates  iioiu  the  proper  officers  I' iit  the  cuiitract  ha» 
been  strictly  and  punctually  peitutuad,  subject  to  tlie  amount  of  penalties  and  other  sums 
(if  any)  b<'iiiL:  thereout  deducied. 

34.  Tlie  Government  shall  ai  »iiy  tune  duriiiy;  the  conlinuance  of  th.-  contract,  in  case  of 
great  public  emergency,  have  powcj  to  puichuse  all  or  uuy  ut  ihc  V''fiM-l»  at  a  valuation,  or 
to  charter  the  same  exclusively  for  Her  Majesty's  service ;  the  valuation  or  rate  of  hire 
to  be  aj^reed  on  by  tlie  Admiralty  and  the  oontnictots,  or  tailing  each  agreameni,  by  aib^ 
tration  tn  the  usual  manner. 

;15  III  ease  of  any  !>uch  pm  ch  i  i  or  hire,  ihe  contractors  shall  be  at  libCMy  either  to 
terminate  ilm  contract,  or,  tl  they  can  ptuvdc  other  vessels  in  proper  tim^  to  ^ntinue  it; 
or,  with  the  consent  of  the  Postmaster  General,  and  on  such  tanns  as  may  ba  agroed  upon, 
they  miiy  continue  t<>  peiform  part  only  .  f  thv  contract. 

SO.  The  coniractors  must  not  assign,  underlet,  or  dispose  of  the  contract,  or  any  part 
ihereof,  without  the  consent  in  writing  of  the  Postmaster  General. 

S7.  In  case  of  any  great  or  habitual  breach  of  the  contract,  the  Postmaster  General  may 
teroimate  it  without  previous  notice,  and  this  without  giving  the  eontractors  any  chum  to 
compensatrfjij. 

as.  In  pursuance  of  the  provisioos  of  the  Act  2i  Geo.  3,  c.  4d,  uo  member  of  the  House 
of  Commons  can  be  admitted  to  any  share  at  part  of  the  contract,  or  to  any  beaefit  to  ariee 

therebvm. 

39.  1'he  contractors  to  be  bound  with  two  responsible  sureties,  to  be  named  in  their 
tenders,  in  the  penalty  of  10,000  /.,  for  the  due  riilfilmeiit  oi  the  contract;  and  they  must 
fiirmsh  the  names  of  persons  of  whom  inquiry  can  be  made  as  to  the  responsibiUty  of  the 
•nreties  proposed. 

40.  The  Po»tmaster  General  Joes  not  engage  to  accept  the  iowast  tender,  irra*pecli«e  of 
other  coutrideralious,  or  indeed  to  accept  any  tender. 


No.  17. 

Mr.  JHintmilfm  to  the  Poatmastifr  Oenerd. 

My  Lord.  Treasury  Ciutmbcrs,  12  April  1862. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  Mth  ultimo  rHative  to  the  profioserf  addition^ 

mail  x  rviee  brtueen  Aden  and  HoKibay  ;  I  am  l  -sired  by  the  Lords  Commissionpr:  of 
Her  Maj'  stv  Treasury,  to  transmit  to  you  the  enclostd  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  India 
OfBce  upon  the  subject,  dated  lltii  instant,  anri  I  am  at  the  same  time  to  return  to  yon  the 
antendcil  dra*t  foiTn  of  tender,  and  conditions  of  contract  which  accompanied  your  letter, 
aud  to  convey  to  you  their  Lordships'  authoiity  for  the  issue  of  ihe  necessary  notices  in 
conformity  therewith. 

I  have.  Sec 

The  Postmaster  General,  (»gn«d)      George  A.  HoMiUmt. 

&c.  8lc. 


Eoclc^ure  in  Na  17. 

Sir,  India  Office,  11  April  1862. 

I  AM  directed  by  the  Secretary  cf  State  for  India  in  Council  to  aeknowledere  the  receipt 
of  voiir  ietler,  dated  iOlh  ultimo,  with  the  enclosed  ■  ipy  of  a  letter  from  the  Po'^tma^ter 
General  relating  to  the  additional  mail  service  between  Aden  aud  Bombay;  aud  in  reply  to 

0tate 
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ttetetbat  under  the  ciieuAMtanoei  stated  by  the  Postmaster  Genei-al.  Sir  Charles  Wood       Apjp.  No.]. 

win  not  urge  tlie  ucloption  of  bil  toggestion  that  the  propofled  c«ntract  &hall  be  termifiabte  '  

on  u  .shorter  notice  ttian  two  venn  Nod  k  half. 

I  am,  &c. 
ibigned')       Herman  Meriwtie, 


No.  lu. 

Mr.  F,  Miil  to  Mr.  Merioak, 

(Immediate.) 

Sir,  General  Post  Office,  17  April  1862. 

Thx  Postmaster  General  has  uow  beea  iafoimed  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  ot  the 
IVeaBvry,  that  the  form  of  tender,  and  condittotu  of  contract  for  the  prop«ted  additional 
uiail  service  betwet  n  Aden  arid  Bombay,  has  received  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  oT  State 
for  India  in  Council  ;  and  I  uiu  accordingly  direct^id  lo  transuiii  to  you,  40  copies  ul  that 
formifWith  a  request  ihut  one  halt'  may  be  forwarded  tn  Calcutta  by  Uie  mall  of  the  jlOtb 
instant,  and  the  other  half  to  Bombay,  by  the  mail  of  ihe  27lh  iust:int. 

I  am  also  to  send  you  copies  of  the  advei  ti!>eim-nt,  about  to  be  issued  in  this  country. 

The  Posimuster  (ienerai  desires  nic  lo  -uj:ge8t,  th.it  :,ir  Charles  Wood  should  instruct  the 
Gtiveroor  General  of  India,  aud  the  Goveruor  uf  Bombay  to  cause  advertisement  >  some- 
what similar  in  be  issued  in  Indin,  fixinf;  the  1st  September  next,  as  the  d  iy  up'>u  wliich 
tf-nders  will  be  received  liy  the  Guveruuienls  uf  Calcutta  and  Bombay^  respectively  trom 
persons  willing  to  undertake  thu  proposvcl  srervict . 

The  tenders  received  si'ould  be  forwurdcd  to  this  country,  (with  the  opinion  of  the 
authorities  in  India,  as  to  the  capabilities  of  the  parties  tendering  to  perform  the  service 
efficiently)  by  the  mails  to  leave  Oalcutta  on  the  10th  September,  and  Bombay  on  Die  I2tb 
September. 

I  have,  Scic 

Herman  Merivale,  Esq.,  O.B.,  (signed)      P.  HUL 

India  Offioe. 


Eticloaure  ^o.  1,  in  No.  18. 

TntBSE  for  Steam  VeMds  for  Conveying  Her  M^ea^'s  Maiia  betiteeii  Aim 

and  Hombeof. 

Sir, 

Wb  h^by  offer  to  convey  Her  Majesty's  lifidls  twiee  in  each  calendar  month,  each  «ray, 

bptween  Aden  and  Bomlfay,  by  :i  sufficient  nuiiihtr  <>f  steam  vessels  of  adequate  power,  to 
be  approved  of  by  the  Postmaster  General,  for  the  sum  of  £  per  atiuum,  subject  to 

tile  several  eofiditioiia  Barked  A. 
We  will  enga«e  to  provide,  whenever  rraoired  by  Her. Majesty's  Government,  a  branch 

Ccket  from  Bombay  to  Kurrachee  and  bncK,  to  iravt*!  ai  the  rate  of  nautical  miles  per 
nr,  ft.r  tlie  ^itlililional  sum  of  £.  per  annum,  or,  in  all  £.  p  i  annum. 

Provided  we  be  allowed  iiours,  instead  uf  165  bouri«,  for  the  voyage  betv^ccn  Aden  and 
Bombay,  under  ordinary  circnm^tance*,  and  hoars,  instead  of  Sfll  Boars,  for  the  voyage 
westward  during  the  prevnlrnrp  of  the  south- wi-'st  monpnnn,  we  will  perform  the  service 
bet^veen  Aden  and  Bombay  twu  e  a  month  for  the  sum  of  per  annum. 

When  the  xpace  requin-d  for  holding  the  mails  tshall  exceed  a  hundred  cubic  to  is  tnea- 
snrement,  we  stipulate  tltai  an  additional  nuyutent  of  £.  per  annum  shall  be  made 

to  US  for  each  eamc  ton  over  and  above  a  nandred  tons. 

We  \s'il!  i'_rt'i' t  )  ui  iibatL ;;i,?nt  of  £.  in  tin!  amouu!  of  '.he  subsidy,  on  oijinlit'iMii 

that  thr  pLiialiies  iur  dt-iav,  instead  of  being  alisulute,  ^hull  not  be  payable  when  it  is 
proved  to  the  i>utisfaction  of  the  Postmnater  General  that  the  delay  has  onsen  from  caoses 
beyond  our  control. 

li"  the  contract  be  m  ide  f<»r  fivn  years  certain,  ne  wdl  a;;rce  to  au  abatement  of  £. 
from  the  subsidy  demanded ;  and'  if  the  rontract  be  made  for  seven  years  certain,  we  will 
agree  to  an  abatement  of  from  the  subsidy. 

We  projiose  as  our  mreties  in  (he  penalty  of  io,ooo  /.,  Mr.  of  ,  and 

Mr.  of  ,  and  we  n  f  r  s  ou  lo 

as  persons  of  whom  inquiry  can  be  made  as  to  tiic  responsibility  of  such  Huicties. 

in  the  event  of  the  lender  being  accept  d,  we  engase  that  tiie  vessds  shall  be  ready  for 
survey  on  the         ,  ,  in  Ibilnre  of  w  hich  we  agree  to  pay  to  Her  Majes^ 

the  Slum  of  10  /.  from  the  day  on  which  the  vessels  ought  to  have  been  rearly  for  survey 
for  every  day  during  which  ihey  shall  uni  bf  re  >  iy  for  such  aurvey.  And  we  furtiier  engage 
that  such  vessels  shall  bt  complete  for  hi  a  (  n  the  ,  in  failure 

of  which  we  agree  to  pay  to  Her  Maje^^ty  the  sum  of  10  /.  from  the  day  on  whicli  the 
vrc-cls  o  iL'ht  to  have  bean  complete  for  aea  for  every  day  during  which  they  shall  not 
be  couipleie  for  sea. 

0.43.  M  If  4  And 
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A|ip.  N«.  1.         ^4  ^£  heieby  agree  to  commence  the  said  aemee  on  the  ,  and  in 

■ '  the  event  of  such  serTice  not  bein^  commenced  on  such  day.  we  liereby  a^ne  tu  pay  to 

Her  Majesty  the  sum  of  100/.  for  evciy  cluy  from  that  day  until  tlie  suui  service  ahull  be 
commenced  by  us. 

And  we  further  hereby  agree  that  each  respective  sums  of  i  o  i,  lo    and  100  /.  are  to  be 
oonsidered  not  ra  penaltira,  but  as  liquidated  damages,  and  payable  whether  any  damage 

shall  or  shall  not  be  sustained  by  reason  of  all  or  any  one  or  more  of  yuch  failures  ;  or,  in 
the  event  uf  any  ono  or  more  of  such  failuresj  the  Postmaster  General  shall  have  the  option 
of  determining  any  agreement  for  each  service  bj  as. 

And  we.  do  hereby  agree  to  execute  a  contract  aoeording;  to  the  said  conditions  marked 
A.,  and  'or  the  performance  of  the  said  service. 

We  are,  &c. 

(Signature.) 
(Address.) 


N.  B. — Aii  Tenders  to  be  made  upon  this  printed  formj  and  they  are  to  be  addressed  to 

with  the  words  "  Tender  for  the  Conveyance 
of  mnils  between  Bombay  and  Aden  "  in  the  left  hand  corner  of  thi-  envelope,  and  no 
Tender  will  be  received  unless  it  be  made  precisely  according  to  the  preceding  printed 

Any  floodiliong  or  alterations  which  the  parties  tendering  mav  widi  to  anggaat  mofit  be 
fwoiilied  in  n  aepatale  letter  at  the  time  of  ms^ing  the  Tender. ' 


OovMTiovs  of  the  TxmwBS  to  be  recdved  Ibr  a  Cootraet  for  the  ConvqrMiee  of 
Mejflity's  Mails  between  Aden  and  J^smiay. 

(Refcned  to  an  narked  A.) 

1.  The  serrioe  of  eonveyin^  Her  Majesty'^  Maib  from  Aden  to  Bonbay  and  back  to  be 

|wrformed  twice  in  each  calendar  month. 

%  The  parties  teitderuig  tu  statt-  the  additiunal  sum  dematuled,  if  the  contractors  pro  vt  Jed 
a  bffaneh  packet  to  ply  between  Bombay  and  Kurrachee.  The  tflnder  10  Slate  the  rale  4^ 
speed  proposed  to  bie  maintained  by  the  branch  packet. 

3.  It  mu9t  be  stated  in  the  tender  when  the  parties  tendering  will  be  ready  to  commence 
the  service. 

4.  Under  the  term  "  Her  Majesty's  Mails, "  are  comprehended  all  boxes,  bags,  or  packets 
of  (ettcrsi  newspapers,  books,  or  printed  papers,  and  every  other  article  sent  bv  the  post,  to 
whatever  country  or  place  tin  v  n  riv  be  addressed,  or  in  whatever  country  or  place  they  naay 
have  oritrinated  ;  and  also  alt  enipty  hags,  ciupiy  buxe^,  and  otlier  stureti  auil  articles  used 
or  to  be  used  in  carrying  on  the  Post  Office  service,  which  shall  be  sent  by,  or  lo^  or  fron 
the  Post  Office.  Nevertbelesat  when  the  space  required  for  holding  the  mails  (see  par*  10.) 
shall  exceed' a  kimdred  enbio  ions  measurement,  the  contraetoia  ahali  be  allowed  an 
additioDal  payment  per  annum  for  each  cnbic  ton,  the  amonnt  oS  which  must  fiinn  part  of 
the  tender. 

6.  The  tenders  must  provide  tar  the  mails  beinir  conveyed  between  Aden  and  Bombay  m 

16.'i  hours,  except  during;  the  pn  v  ilpnce  of  the  south-w  est  monftOon,  when  201  hnurs  will 
be  allowed  for  toe  voyage  westward,  viz.,  from  Bombay  to  Aden.  But  the  parties  ttfiidenog 
may  also  slate  apoo  wlnt  terms  they  woaM  perfoim  the  service  in  a  greater  or  bse  nnmber 
of  hours. 

6.  A  premium  of  fifty  pounds  will  be  given  for  every  complete  day  of  24  hours  which  the 
time  occupied  in  any  voyage,  between  Aden  and  Bombay,  may  be  less  Ihui  that  aUownd 

under  the  contract. 

7.  A  |>enalty  of  five  hundred  pounds  to  be  incurred  when  the  contractors  (ail  in  providing 

a  ve'^si  l,  in  accordance  with  their  contract,  ready  to  (>ut  to  sea  at  the  ajjpointed  lime,  and  also 
the  stmi  of  five  hundi-ed  pounds  for  every  successive  day  which  shall  elapse  after  such 
appointed  time;  and  a  penalty  of  one  hundred  pounds  for  every  complete  day  consumed  on 
the  voyage  between  Aden  and  Bombay,  from  whatever  cause  r  ri  -inL'  ht^ynn  )  the  number 
of  days  allowed  ;  but  so  that  the  full  amount  of  any  penalties  for  deiay  on  any  oie  voyage 
shall  never  exceed  the  portion  of  the  subsidy  applicable  to  such  voyage.  The  payment  by 
the  contiactors  of  any  penalties  shall  in  no  way  prejadice  the  right  of  the  Postmaster 
General  t<>  treat  the  nilnre  to  provide  a  proper  vessel  at  the  appointed  time,  or  to  perform  a 
voyage  at  or       iii  I       ipointeil  time,  as  a  breach  of  the  contract. 

8.  The  parties  tendering  may  state  what  abatement  in  the  amount  of  the  ^ubt>idy  they 
would  malie  on  condition  that  the  penalties  for  delay  instead  of  being  abiiolutc,  shall  noi  be 
payable  wh^n  ri  is  proved  to  iIk'  -ati-faeiiun  of  the 'Postmaster  General  that  the  delay  has 
arisen  from  causes  beyond  the  control  of  the  contractors. 

9.  The  contiactors  must  engage  to  supply,  during  the  continuance  of  the  contract,  and  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  Postmaster  Oeoeral,  a  sufficient  number  of  steam  vessehi  of  adequate 

pouter 
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power  and  in  all  iM|MOlt  •uUeil  for  thB  p«rfonMDOe  of  tlie  Kmott  within  the  time  siipiibtied 
in  tbe  tender. 

10.  The  Postmaster  General  to  hsTt  power  io  require  diet  the  tcsmIs  to  be  need  for  tlie 
purposes  of  the  cuntr.ict  ih«ll  be  built  m  plane  prarionily  eppcoTed  of  by  hliD  or  by  the 

Lords  of  the  Admimlty. 

11.  The  veMele  to  be  always  supplied  with  all  neceessry  and  proper  machinery,  engines, 

appare),  furniture,  stores,  tiicklo,  bo.it?!,  fuel,  oil,  tallow,  pmvisionfi,  anchor)^,  cables,  fire- 
pumps,  and  oUier  proper  uieanti  for  extinituishing  fire,  lib^htning  conductors,  ch;iils,  chrono- 
meters, proper  nautical  instruments,  and  whatsoever  else  may  be  necest^ary  ior  equifiping 
tbe  said  vesseU  and  rendering  theui  constantly  efficient  for  the  service  lo  be  pertunncd  ; 
end  to  be  manned  witli  legally  qualified  and  competent  officers  and  a  sufficient  crew  of  uble 
seamen  find  other  men.  A  inedieal  officer,  to  be  ;i|>|>rovcd  ot  by  (lie  Postmaster  General, 
to  be  provided  on  board  each  packet,  and  who  shall  give  medical  attendance,  medicines,  and 
medicenMnts  sretis  to  ali  persom  conveyed  undm  the  conimct,  or  whose  paseage  money 
may  be  paiil  for  in  "hole  or  in  part  hy  the  Gnvcmmpnt. 

12.  The  vessel*  are  to  be  subject  at  all  li«»es  to  survey  by  offiiert>  iu  tbe  employment  of 
the  Admiralty,  and  any  defect  discovered  on  such  survey  to  be  immediately  made  good  by 
the  contractors.  This  survey  to  extend  not  only  to  the  vessels  themselves,  but  also  to  the 
officer!',  engineers,  crew,  machineni%  and  everything  wliicli  the  contractors  are  bound  to 
provide. 

13.  The  days  and  hoars  of  departure  and  arrival  at  each  port  are  to  be  fixed  by  the 
Poetmaster  Oenenil,  and  may  be  aliered  from  time  to  time  by  him,  on  giving;  a  notice  to  the 

contraeton^  of  three  months.  The  Postmaster  General  also  to  have  power  to  delay  the 
departure  of  any  vessel  from  any  port  for  a  period  not  exceeding  24  hours. 

14.  The  Postmaaier  Ctenend  to  have  power,  on  giving  reasonable  notice,  to  require  the 
contractors  to  perform  the  sprrice  contrncted  for  fortint^hily,  iostead  of  twice  in  each 
calendar  month,  and  iu  such  case,  the  payments  to  be  made  to  the  contractors,  f\iid  the 
abatements  to  be  made  by  ihem  to  be  increased  by  one-twelfth. 

15.  The  Postmaster  General  to  be  at  liberty  otherwise  to  modify  the  aervice  to  be  per- 
Ibrmed  on  giving  reasonable  notiee  to  the  contimctore;  the  additional  aniotint  to  be  peid  or 
deducted  for  any  alteration,  to  bo  eettbd  by  tgreemeirt,  or  Ikilti^  tiiat,  by  arbitration  in  the 
usual  manner. 

16.  The  contractors  toproride  at  timr  sole  cost,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Postmaster 
General,  a  separate  and  eottTenieiit  place  of  deposit  for  the  maih  on  board  each  vessel,  with 

secure  lock  and  key. 

17.  In  the  event  of  the  PostuniHter  General  requiri'ig  it,  a  sorting-room  for  the  purpose 
of  sorting  and  makins  up  tbe  mails  to  be  also  provided,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Postmaster 
General,  on  board  eadi  Teeeel.  The  actual  cost  of  erecting  the  eorting^room,  and  of  pro- 
viding ihi-  necessary  furniture,  lamp?,  will  be  defrayed  by  the  Postmaster  General,  but 
the  furniture  an'l  lamps  must  be  cleansed  and  kept  in  repair,  and  oil  for  the  lamps  must  be 
•applied  at  the  cost  of  the  contracture.  The  services  of  tbe  crew  mvet  alao  be  given  in  tho 
conveyance  of  the  mails  between  the  mail-room  and  the  sorting-room. 

18.  Proper  accommodation  and  mess  to  be  provided,  free  of  expense,  for  an  officer  of 
the  Roynl  INavy  in  char(j;e  of  tlie  nmiLs,  and  al^^o,  if  required,  for  Ins  servant.  The  Post- 
master General  to  have  power  to  substitute  for  a  naval  officer  and  his  servant,  a  civil  officer 
of  tbe  Post  Office  to  take  charge  of  the  mails,  and  to  be  employed  in  sorting  them,  togetiier 
with  a  servant.  Tliese  officers,  whether  naval  or  civil,  to  be  allowed  to  remain  on  t>oard 
whilst  the  piicket  stays  at  all  the  ports  to  or  from  whicii  the  mails  are  conveyed.  The 
naval  or  civil  oiicers  in  charge  of  tne  mails  to  be  i^ctoalled  and  otherwise  treated  us  chief 
«abm  passengers,  and  servants  as  fore-cabin  pasBen|eni.  The  Postmaster  General  further 
to  have  fiower  to  reouirB  the  contractors  toconvey,  if  necessary,  either  one  or  two  additional 
civil  officers  of  the  Post  Office  to  beemployed  in  sorting  the  mails.  The  p  issaj^c-nioney  of 
these  additional  officers  to  be  paid  (in  full  of  all  charge  for  aiess)  at  half  the  rates  charged 
finr  OTdinary  passengers  of  a  similar  description. 

19.  The  mails  shall  be  conveyed  in  the  vessel^i,  and  Ijc  delivered  and  received  at  eiich 
of  t!ie  places  to  which  the  vessels  are  to  proceed  in  llie  perfonnance  of  the  contract;  and, 
at  each  port  or  place  where  ttie  nuols  are  to  be  delivered  and  received,  the  orticer  liavmg 
chaiige  uf  them  shall,  whenever  and  a'>  often  as  by  him  deemed  pi-acticabie  or  necessary,  be 
conveyed  on  shore,  and  also  from  the  shore  to  the  vessel  employed  in  the  performance  of 
the  contract,  to.;elher  with,  or  if  necessary  for  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  sucli  officer, 
without  Her  Majesty's  maih,  in  a  suitable  uod  seawortity  boat  of  not  less  than  four  oarsi, 
tube  fnmishid  witU  eifectuat  covering  fur  the  nail  hags,  and  to  be  provided  and  properly 
manned  and  equipped  by  the  contractors. 

20.  Should  the  Postmaster  General  deem  it  expedient  to  place  the  said  mails  or  any 
part  thereof  in  charge  of  the  master  nr  commander  ot  an\  of  tiie  said  vessels,  the  suid 
master  or  commander  shall  take  charge  of  the  same  aud  make  the  usual  Post  Office  oatb  or 
declaration,  and  ftuml«h  such  journal,  retDms,  and  information,  and  perform  such  services, 
a»  the  Postmaster  General  or  bis  offioem  may  require,  and  be  responainle  for  the  due  receipt 
and  delivery  of  such  mails. 

SI.  The  contractors  must  not  receive,  or  permit  to  he  received  on  board  any  of  the 
ve^B^ls  employed  tmder  the  contract,  any  letters  for  conveyance  other  than  those  duly  in 
charge  of  the  mail  officer,  or  which  are  or  may  be  privileged  by  law ;  the  said  mail  officer 
will  have  lo  report  anv  default  in  thi.s  respect,  and  ui  cusf:-  of  any  sneli  de&nity  the  COntiaO* 
tors  will  be  liable  to  be  proceeded  agaiost  for  a  breach  of  the  contract. 

OAS,  If  V  SS.  Hm 
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  is  to  be  at  the  disposal  of  Iler  .Majisly'^  l\,!iiiuit>it;i  Gt-utTal. 

33.  The  oontraclora  and  all  commundnK;  and  other  ufiicei-s  of  the  ven^l  to  be  employed 
in  the  fwrforpicnoe  of  the  contract,  nod  all  agt-ota,  tkrunivn,  and  servaala  of  the  coMtraclonij 
afaall  at  all  timea  daring  ih«  <-imtma!iiice  of  the  contract  punctually  attend  to  .  the  orden  and 
directions  of  itie  Pustmus  ei  Geiu  iul,  i  >  f  im .  of  Siis  olficci^  or  Hgenl5,  as  to  the  mode, 
tiiue,  and  place  oi  embarkinc  and  disembark) uu  mails :  and,  ibr  tlie  ^urpoa4i  oi'  enibai-kiug 
and  disembarking  maila  at  Bombay,  the  contiaoton  muati  if  required  by  the  Fosiniaater 
Geneial,  piovide  a  sieuin  t\x<x. 

24.  Kvery  sum  of  oiuney  stipulalod  to  be  lorfeited  by  the  cimlnictorb  shall  he  coi  sidorcd 
ae  6tipulat(  d  or  ascertained  daniai.'es.  and  shall  be  de^iucti'd  by  ih"  Postmaster  General 
.OBtof  :iTiy  nioniea  then  payable  or  which  may  >th*-reafler  become  |my:ibit  to  tb«i  coniractort; 
or  the  |iayment'tbaMof  may  be  enforced,  with  full  costa  of  auit,  at  the  diMrretion  of  the 
Pottmaster  General. 

26.  The  contractors  shall,  wlien  and  a»  t-AUn  us,  in  wiilii)<i,  they  or  tlte  masters  of  ilieir 
ceapcctive  vessels  shall  be  required  so  to  do  hy  llle  Poetnia^ter  Gt  reral,  or  by  any  otBcer 
or  a^rent  acting  under  his  authority  (fueh  writing  to  gpecify  the  rank  or  deseription  of  the 
person  or  persons  to  he  conveyed,  and  the  accomtnod  lion  lo  be  provided  f<jr  him  or  tlieui), 
receive  on  board  each  of  the  vessels  to  be  employed  in  the  peilurmance  of  the  (j  ^n'mct  (in 
addition  to  liie  ofiicera  authorised  to  have  the  chaige  of  the  mails)  any  nuvul,  niiliury,  or 
«MI  offieeri  in  the  aervice  of  Her  Majesty,  not  exci«ding  « ieht,  and  aUo  their  «ive«  and 
chililf  n,  as  chief  cabin  passengers ;  mvi  anv  tion-comnii--i'jii.  d  orwarnuit  officecfl. 


exceedin^r  tour,  and  also  their  wives  and  chiidn  n,  a>  fore-cabin  j>aa.-e.ifjers  i  and  bqj 
number  of  aeanien,  marines,  or  aoldiera  in  Her  Majesty service,  not  excccdii^  10,  ana 
their  vtivee  and  children,  as  deck  passengers;  to  bi*  eflc>;tiially  protected  fioio  sun,  min, 
and  bad  weather;  due  notice  being  give.*!  (if  practicable)  to  ti^e  agent  of  the  ooutractora.at 
the  port  of  embarkation  of  such  officei*  reapectively  and  oibera  bcitig  icqolMd  to  ba 
conveyed. 

26.  The  conii-aetora  nwat  also  undertake  to  convey  any  additional  wunW  ofinaval,  tnifi- 

tary,  and  civil  offis  er-:  in  tl!c  service  of  Iler  Majesty,  not  exceeding  10  in  any  one  sl^ip,  with 
or  vvitbout  tiieir  wives  aiui  lLiIiu  u,  chut-cubiu  passengers,  and  any  additiuuai  uuiuber 
of  non-0ommis>ioned  and  warrHnt  oHicers,  not  exceeding  six  in  any  one  ship,  with  or  witliout 
their  wives  and  children,  a»  iore-cabiu  jpaaaensert,  together  with  the  aarvants  of  both 
chief  and  fore-cabin  passeitgei-s,  on  the  Pustmanter  Genernl,  hia  agents.or  officers,  giving 
to  llio  L(jiitiactuis  oi  ilii  ir  ii^i  iits  at  the  port  of  cm')  itknlion  I'lc  iollowing  notice,  that  is  to 
any,  in  respect  of  pasaengers  proceeding  on  the  voyage  frooi  Aden  to  Bombay  between  tlie 
wontba  of  August  end  March,  both  iecrasive,  two  calendar  months,  and  at  any  other  period 
of  the  yf.art'Ao  n  efk'; ;  aiul  in  respect  of  |)n<.=rji:;rTs  pracrcrlini^  on  ttii  vovai:e  from  Bombay 
to  Aden  hctuet  n  the  mouilis  ot  December  and  May,  bulh  uiulubiVe,  two  calendar  months, 
and  at  any  other  pt  ried  of  the  year  two  weeks.  The  passage-money  for  all  pa:>8ei^era  tft 
be  conveyed  on  the  reauiaition  of  the  Postmaster  Genend,  to  be  paid  (in^fuU  of  all  chargie 
for  mess)  at  the  ratae  enrnged  for  ortlinury  passengeia  nf  a  similar  desciiption. 

37.  When  a  passage  has  been  ordered  for  any  per-oii  at  the  expense  ot  the  Government, 
the  payment  will  be  made  only  on  the  production  oi  the  uidtr  tor  the  passage,  and  a  cer^ 
tificate  from  the  person  in  tlie  following  ibrm,  yis. : — 

"  I  hereby  cei  tify  tiiat  on  the  X  embarked  at  as  4 

passenger  ou  board  the  Mai!  bleiuu  Packet  for  passui^e  to 

and  landed  at  on  the  . 

To  this  certificate,  the  following  addition  ia  to  be  made  in  every, case  of  a  male  cabia 
IMMMneer,  viz.  :— 

*'  I  uirther  certify  that  the  6rvt  dinner  nieul  taken  on  hoaid,  wuon  the 
and  the  lack  dmner  meal  on  the  . 
"  Dated  One  day  of 

And  ihe  correctnesis  of  the  dates  must  be  corroborated  by  the  uastar  of  the  packel^ 
auurng  underneath  Uie  passeo^ei'ii  signature, — 

*'  Ine  datea  inaerted  in  this  certtScale  aie  conrect" 

(Signature) 

"  MfiHoi  of  the  Pfickct." 

28.  The  passage-mouey  for  the  wives  and  families  of  officers  will  be  paid  to  the  cootrao- 
teea  by  the  officers  tbemsdvea. 

20,  Whenev(  r  the  contractor*?  shall  t  e  required  to  convey  any  soldiers  as  deck  passengers, 
other  than  thn>e  -[»  cially  provided  lor  by  the  contract,  the  contractors  must  provide  tbem 
with  adequate  prot'  ction  from  rain,  eun,  and  bed  wentlier,  anch  protection  to  include  suffi- 
cient alieltet  on  deck. 

M.  The  oontractora  aball  receire  on  board  each  of  theTeraels  employed  in  Uie  perform- 
ance of  the  coniract,  and  convey  at  the  li>\vt  s;l  late  of  fi  ei<:ht  charged  by  ihi  conti  at  iors  for 
private  good''  any  number  of  small  packages  cuniaining  astronomical  insiruuieots,  chsrta, 
wearing  apparel,  medicine«>,  or  other  articles,  and  convey  and  deliver  tbe  same  to,  from,  and 
hrtween  ail  or  any  of  the  porta  or  places  to  or  f  am  wh'rli  ihe  mails  are  lo  be  conveyed,  in 
performance  of  the  contract,  when  so  directed  l  y  ihc  I'u.^iiuu^iter  General,  or  his  ageut«,  or 
ox  the  British  naval  officer  in  commnnd  of  the  station,  and  shall  also  receive  on  board  eaoh 
«f  the  v<rs8els,  aod  convey  and,  deliver  to,  from,  and  between  all  or  any  of  the  said  porta 
or  phice-,  any  naval  Qg^tmn  aUitfls  not  exceeding  ten  tons  io  weight,  at  any  one  time,  in  any 
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one  vessel,  on  receiving  from  the  Poetmester  General,  or  any  of  hii  officers  or  agentfi, 

two  chivs'  [iK'vious  notice  of  the  iiit-'fition  to  hfiM-  .'.ucli  stoirs  so  conveyptl  ;  am!  the  said 
contractors  shall  in  all  cases  be  strictly  respunsible  for  the  due  custody  and  safe  delivery 
of  the  paekaj^,  articies,  and  atore^v 

ai.  The  coiitrart  not  fo  be  t(  rminable  except  on  a  notice  of  two  ycnrB  and  u  half;  and 
the  coiitiaetois  toi-taie  whut  abatement  they  will  make  (rom  the  fillb>^i^iv  it  the  comraci  be 
Blade  certain  for  five  \ear8,  and  what  abatement  it'  it  be  made  ccitnin  tor  *^vea  years. 

32.  Tiie  codfiraot  wiU  Doi  be  bindtnir  until  it  has  lain  vpmi  the  taye  of  the  How,s  of 
Comnmis  for  one  month,  without  diMpproval,  anlesa,  praviourto  rhe  lafae  of  that  fienoi  1 ,  it 
has  hwn  ajiproveri  of  by  a  resolution  of  iIil-  House. 

33.  t'uyiiientj'  will  be  made  quarterly  otttof  monies  to  be  provided  by  Hbrliaoient,  on  the 
produ'  tioq  by  the  cntractors,  fruui  time  to  time,  to  the  Heeetver  and  A^oantant-Qeneral 
of  the  Poet  Office,  of  oertificates  fraoa  the  proper  officers  thnt  the  contract  has  been.gtrictly 
and  punctually  performed,  subject  to  the  amount  of  penalties  and  other  snms  (if  anv)  being 
then*out  deducted. 

IM.  Tite  Qoverumeot  shall  ax  any  time  during  the  continuance  of  the  oontraet,  in  ewe  of 
gimtpttblieomfti^neyv  hBm*<)aw«r:to  purchflse&ll  or«ay>of  tha  ««aaabt«t-»«MtniliKi,  oo 

to  chaiter  tbr  same  exclusively  for  llur  M  ijfstv'K  sei  vicf  -.  the  vnlnation  or  rate  of  hire  to 
he  agreed  on  by  the  Adminilty  and  the  cuniractors,  or,  faiiuig  such  agreenaent,  by  arbitra- 
tion in  the  usual  mttwer. 

35.  In  case  of  any  such  purchase  or  hire,  the  contractors  shaii  he  at  libeity  either  to 
tcmiinate  the  contract,  or,  if  they  can  provide  other  veaad:!  in  prUfMr  time,  to  continue  it; 
or,  ui(h  the  consent  of  the  Postmasti^  i  Geiifnil,  und  on  SUchttTMie  Mt-Wf  htt  « greed' a|Mn{^ 
they  may  (U>ntinue  to  perform  part  only  of  the  contract. 

Stf.  The  coittaotors  masfrnotaeeign,  uo<lerlet.  or  dispose  of  the  eaatraci,  or  any  pvt 
thereof,  without  the  consent  in  writ  iiu:  of  the  Postmjister  General. 

87.  Ii>  case  of  any  gre^t  or  babttvud  breach  of  the  contract,  the  Hottmaster  Qenerul  may 
ii-witiiMit  pnevioin  notice,  tmd  that  withmit  'giaing  th«i:«oMti»elon  any  clMmta 


_  I.  In  innwniMB  of  the  fmrnuam  of  Aa  Act  ISt<W  S,  a>  4«,  on  Hamher  of  tiia^Haaia 
of  Commons  can  be  adnntiid  to  any  ■haii»  OT  paii  of  the  leniMMi  at  .twanyhaadU  to  miaa 

therefrom. 

39.  The  contractors  to  he  hoimd  with  two  responsible  suretiaa,  tohe  named  in  theiir 
lenders,  in  the  petmlty  of  lO.OOO  I.,  for  the  due  ultiliiieiit  of  lite  Ci  ntrart;  aud  tht?v  mu-'t 
furnish  the  names  ot  peri^aus  uf  whom  luquiiy  can  be  made  aci  to  the  lespuustoiiity  ot  the 
aiiretieR  proposed. 

40.  The  Postmaster  General  does  not  engage  to  accspt  tbovioareat  teiider,  irxaspeeture  of 
otliei  eonsiderations,  or,  indeed,  to  accept  any  tender. 


Euclosure  2,  m  No.  18. 

CoKTSLAcx  for  the  Conveyance  of  Eer  Mtyeaty'a  Mails  between  Aden  and  Bombay. 

General  Post  Office,  April  IMS. 

Hbr  Majesty's  Postm«r»l!er  General  hereby  gives  notice,  that  on  Wedn«day  the-  16th 
October  next,  at  <  iie  r. "clock,  lie  will  be  leady  lo  receive  tenders  from  such  pcr-oos  aw  may 
he  willing  to  contract  for  the  conveyance  of  Her  Majesty's  mails  between  Aden  and 
fiomlMy,  twice  a  month. 

No  tt  iidcr  will  be  rorrivcd  after  one  o'clock  <in  the  day  above-mentioned,  nor  any  entep- 
laioetl  uiiu-ss  made  on  the  printed  form  provided  ior  the  purpose,  which  may  be  obtained 
on- application,  personal  or  written,  at  the  General  Post  Office. 

Evcrv  tender  must  be  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Poet  Office^  aad|must  bear  in  tha 
left  hand  corner  of  the  envelope  the  words,  Tender  for  tha  Conveyance  of  Mailt  between 
Aden  and  Bombay." 


No.  19. 

Mr.  MtrkfoU  to  the. Secretary  to  the  Post  Office. 

Sir,  India  Otfice,  S.W.«  lOtb  May  1862. 

With  reference  to  yonr  letter  of  the  17th  ultimo,  I  am  directed  hy  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  India  in  Counc  1  to  infuriii  y  u  that  the  copies  of  the  form  of  tender,  with  the  adver- 
tisement to  be  i»Bued  m  this  country,  transniilb^d  in  your  letter  relatiDg  to  tiie  proposed 
additional  mail  se  rvice  between  Aden  and  Bombay,  were  forwarded  tO  Calcutta  and  Bombay 
with  tlie  r  qniHite  in-tructiona  rcBpecting  the  tran.saiission  to  this  COatttiy  of  the  tandei*  for 
the  service  which  may  be  received  in  consequence. 

I  am,  &c. 

The  Secretary,  Generdl  Post  Office.  (signed)      Memutn.  Mtnmale,  - 
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No.  20. 

The  Poctmister  General  to  Che  Treaeary. 

My  Lords,  General  Post  Office,  3rd  November  1802. 

WiTB  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  14th  Janu^iry  laist,  autboriaiog  me  to  advertise  for 
tenrten  for  the  conveyance  of  mails,  twice  a  month,  between  Aden  and  Bombay,  and  to 
inquire  of  the  Peiiinsutar  and  Oriental  Steam  Navigation  Company  what  reduction  they 
wuulti  uitike  in  ttie  amount  of  their  subsidy,  supposin'jf  the  Calcutta  packet  from  Suez  were 
not  required  to  gu  beyond  Puint-de-Galle,  I  have  the  honour  tO  lOfiBntt  yOVf  Lordibipa 
that  this  course  has  been  adopted  with  tlie  following  result. 

In  reply  to  ihe  inquiry  addressed  to  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam  Navi^tion  Com- 
''iSwLettViNoit 1 3.  paiiy,  the  direciors  stuteti,  in  a  letter  dated  the  Urd  FebriKiry  180-',*  co|)v  of  which  is 
tndosed,  thatt  inasmuch  as  it  was  ab:ioiutely  nece$sai7  that  iheir  steamers  from  Suez  should 
go  on  to  Madras  and  Caleatia  as  at  present,  whether  they  carried  aoaiis  or  not,  they  were 
unable  to  a^ree  to  any  abatement  in  the  amniint  of  the  subsidy^  in  fionsdetation  flf  a  DoffiA^ 
cation  such  as  tliut  proposed  of  the  mail  service. 

Tenders  were  then  called  for,  both  in  this  country  and  in  India,  for  the  additional  servioe 
between  Aden  and  Bombay,  and  I  transmit  for  the  consideration  of  your  Lordships  the  only 
tenler  Teodved. 

This  tender  comes  from  the  British  and  Eastern  Steam  Navigation  C<jmpanv  (Limited), 
who  offer  to  perform  tlie  service  ai  the  speed  nauted  in  the  printed  form  of  tender  for  the 
sum  of  40,000/,  a  year,  or  at  a  lower  rate  of  speed  for8A,000  a  year;  and  to  as^ree  to  an 
abatement  of  2,000  /.  a  year,  if  the  penalties  for  delay  are  not  absolute,  of  '2,000  I.  a  year,  if 
a  contract  be  entered  into  for  five  yearb,  and  of  3,000/.  if  ihc  coutnu.!  be  for  beven  years. 

As  the  acceptance  of  this  oifer  would,  under  tlie  refusal  of  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental 
Company  to  submit  to  any  reduction,  entail  a  large  additional  expenditure  on  tlie  eountvy, 
and  as  the  Indinn  packet  service  is  already  attended  with  a  heavy  loss,  I  apprehend  Ast 
your  Lordships  will  proceed  no  further  in  the  matter  at  present.  I  am  not  prepared,  under 
present  circumstances,  to  recommend  the  concluMun  of  a  contract  on  such  terms. 

No  tender  was  sent  in  by  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  iSteam  Navigation  Company,  bat 
I  received  a  letter  from  that  company  stating  that  they  found  difficulties  in  making  an  offer 
in  the  form,  and  under  the  conditions  prescribed,  though  they  have  made,  under  certain 
conditions,  an  informal  oti'er  to  perform  the  sci  vice  for  07,980  /.  a  year,  and  as  this  letter 
contains  observations  relative  to  the  engagements  between  the  Government  and  the  com- 
pany, wbidi  I  Amk  should  be  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  3rour  Lordships,  I  transmit  a 
copy  of  it  and  of  its  enclosure  herewith. 

In  order  to  place  tlie  Indian  service  in  u  position  in  which  more  money  can  properly  be 
expended  upon  it,  and  to  admit  of  Iba  service  to  Bombay  bcino^  made  weekly,  when  a  good 
opportunity  presents  itself,  I  recommend  that  your  Lordships  should  authorise  me  to 
consult  the  Indian  Government  on  the  expediency  of  raising  the  postage  between  this 
country  and  India  from  (\d.  the  J  02.  letter  tij  Is.  ;  the  Inland  mtes  to  be,  as  at  present, 
viz.,  id.  for  the  United  Kingdom,  and  \d,  for  India,  and  the  remaining  lOd.  to  be  coiH 
sidered  as  se*  postage. 

The  effect  01  a  similar  alteration  in  tlie  postage  to  China,  Hong  Kong,  Singapore,  and 
Penang,  has  been  nearly  to  double  the  amount  oi  sea  postage,  aud  if,  is  probable,  a  cor- 
responding increase  should  take  place  in  the  amount  of  Indian  postage,  a  very  important 
step  will  nave  been  taken  towards  rendering  the  whole  Indian  packet  servioe  selt^p* 
porting. 

I  have,  &e. 

The  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury.  (signed)       Stanley  of  Alder kjf 


Enclosure  l,  in  Na  SO. 

British  and  F4isteru  Steam  Navigation  Company  (Limited), 
Sir,  IdO,  Leadenball^treet,  London,  E.C.,  15  October  1802. 

Wb  beg  to  submit  herewith  a  tender  for  the  conveyance  of  Her  Majesty's  Mails  between 
Bombay  and  Aden,  and.  in  conformity  with  the  permission  given  in  the  fbot  note,  bcg  to 
offer  the  following  suggestions : 

1st.  That  in  the  event  of  our  tender  being  accepted  for  the  conveyance  of  mails  between 
BomViny  and  Aden,  we  be  permitted  to  continue  the  service  on  to  Suez  for  a  further  sum  of 
1(1,000/.  per  annum;  this  would  avoid  an  extra  transhipment  of  mails,  and  would  make  the 
delivery  of  llioni  ni  tlieir  proper  time  more  certain,  not  being  dependent  upon  the  arrival  of 
another  steamer  at  Aden  to  pick  up  these  mails. 

2ndly.  That  shonld  the  Croremment  deem  it  desiraUe  to  open  up  a  conmnnication  with 
the  cn-tcrn  part  of  India,  vi&  Beypore,  we  would  bo  prepared  to  continue  tlie  service  to 
that  port  for  a  further  sum  of  10,060/.  per  annum. 

It  if  contemplated  to  extend  operations  to  China  and  Australia,  and  thus  additional,  if 
not  competitive,  postal  services  could  be  afforded  to  those  places;  but  the  fact  of  nr^ 
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company  monopolising  the  whole  of  the  subsidies  in  those  seas  ac  tr.  obstnicttvrlv  to  all  ^piNoTl* 
competition,  as  the  public  will  not  believe  that  im  unsubsidized  company  can  compete  ' 
auccesafuUy  with  one  so  highly  subsidized  as  the  PenmsuLir  and  Oriental  Steam  Navigation 
Con»pany,  and  the  overltiud  route  is  thus  virtually  closed  to  all  others  desinras  of  adding  to 
the  fHcilities  at  cumuiunicatioa  bttween  this  country  and  the  East 

It  appears  that,  under  the  existing  arrangements  of  subsidies,  the  Government  is  a  con- 
nderable  loier  on  all  over-sea  postal  services ;  and  we  would  submit  wiiethcr  it  would  not 
be  worth  tiie  ecmsideration  of  the  Postmaster  General  to  pay  lor  the  pustal  service  by  a 
fixed  sum  per  letter,  to  be  conveyed  in  steam  ships  approved  of  by  him,  and  tlie  remunr ra- 
tion ptr  letter  to  lie  m  proportion  to  the  despatch  with  which  the  service  is  performed, 
the  dates  of  the  vessels  sniiina:,  &c.  to  be  regulated  by  Ihe  Postmaster  Geaocal*  If  tluni^i 
desirable,  we  should  be  happy  to  wait  on  the  Postmaster  General,  or  any  penon  he  night 
depute,  to  explain  more  fully  our  views  on  the  subject. 

With  reference  to  the  dates  mentioned  in  the  tender,  on  which  vessels  are  to  be  ready 
for  sarvey  and  for  sea,  we  Uee  to  state  they  are  calculated  on  the  basis  of  the  tender  being 
immediately  accepted ;  should  there  be  any  delay  in  the  confirmation  by  the  House  of 
Commons  of  the  acceptance  of  the  tender,  a  corresponding  period  must  be  allowed. 

-•  We  are,  &c. 

(signed)       W,  Dicey. 

Edwd.  A.  Smith. 
J.  M.  ANwtL 
Robert  Seamdtn, 


V 


Enelosare  3,  in  No.  itO. 
Tbubik  for  Steam  Vessels  for  Conv-eyin<;  Tier  M^jest/s  Mails  between 

Aden  and  Mombay. 

Sir, 

Wb  hereby  offer  to  convey  Her  Majesty's  Mails  twice  in  each  calendar  month,  each  way, 
between  Aden  and  Bombay,  by  a  sutKcient  number  of  steam  vessels  of  adequate  power,  to 
be  approved  of  by  ihe  Postmasier  General,  ibr  the  sum  of  40,000 1.  per  annum,  subject  to 
the  several  conditions  mailnd  A. 

We  will  engage  to  provide,  whenever  rcqniretl  by  Her  Majesty's  Government,  a  branch 

Kcket  from  Bombay  to  Kurrachee  and  back,  to  travel  at  the  rate  of  10  nautical  miles  per 
nr  for  the  additional  sum  of  9,000/.  per  annum,  or  in  all,  49,000/.  per  annum. 
Provided  we  be  allowed  190  honr^,  mstead  of  165  hours,  for  the  voyage  between  Aden 
and  Bombay,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  and  200  hoars,  instead  of  261  hours,  for  th« 
voyage  westward  during  the  prevalence  of  the  south-west  monsoon,  we  will  perform  tho 
service  between  Aden  and  Bombay  twice  a  month  for  the  sum  of  35,000/.  per  annum. 

When  the  space  required  for  holding  the  Mails  shall  exceed  100  cabic  tonsmeaswemeot, 
wc  stipulate  that  an  additional  payment  of  S40t  per  annum  shall  be  made  to  t»  for  each 

cubic  tun  over  and  abuve  lUU  tons. 

We  will  agree  to  an  abatement  of  2,000/.  in  the  amount  of  the  subsidy,  on  condition 
-that  the  penalties  &r  delw,  instead  of  being  absolute,  shall  not  be  payable  when  it  is  proved 
to  the  satisfaction  the  rostmaster  General  that  the  delay  has  arisen  from  causes  beyond 
our  control. 

if  the  contract  be  made  for  five  years  certain,  we  will  agree  to  an  abatement  of  2,000  /. 
firoro  Ihe  subsidy  demanded  ;  and  if  the  contract  be  made  ibr  seven  years  certain,  we  will 

agree  tn  an  abatement  of  3,000/.  from  the  subsidy. 

We  pro[>o8e  as  our  sureties  in  the  penalty  of  10,0U0/.,  Mr.  A.  Leslie,  of  Gateshead,  and 
Mr.  James  H.  WoIfF,  of  Southampton ;  and  we  refer  you  to  the  Union  Bank  of  Newcastle, 
for  Mr.  L^lie,  and  the  Hampshire  Banking  Cumpany,  for  Mr.  Wolff,  as  persons  of  whom 
inquiry  can  be  made  as  to  the  lesponsibiltiy  of  such  surettos. 

In  tile  event  of  the  tender  being  acrepted,  %ve  eiigaj^e  that  the  vessels  shall  be  ready  for 
survey  on  the  12U1  August  lf>03,  in  failure  of  which  we  agree  to  pay  to  Her  Majesty  the 
som  of  10/.  from  the  day  on  winch  the  vessels  ought  to  have  been  ready  for  sarvey  for 
every  day  during  which  they  sliall  not  be  ready  for  such  survey.  And  wc  further  en'jiajjR 
that  guch  vessels  shall  be  comjjlete  for  sea  on  the  12th  Seple-iber  lfci(J3,  in  failure  of  which 
we  agree  to  pay  to  Her  Majesty  the  sum  of  10  /.  from  the  day  on  which  the  ve.ssels  ought  to 
tove  been  complete  tor  sea  for  every  day  during  which  they  shall  not  be  complete  for  sea. 

And  we  hereby  agree  to  commence  tiie  said  service  on  the  1st  January  1B64,  and  in  the 
event  of  such  service  not  bein,^  commenced  on  such  day,  we  hereby  agree  to  pay  to  Tier 
Majesty  the  sum  uf  luO/.  for  every  day  from  that  day  until  the  said  service  ehall  be  com- 
snenced  by  w. 

And  we  further  hereby  agree  that  such  respective  suras  of  10/.,  10/.,  and  lOO/.,  are  to  be 
considered  not  as  jienalties,  but  as  liquidated  damages,  and  payable  whether  any  damage 
sliall  or  shall  not  be  sustained  by  rea.son  of  all  or  any  one  or  more  of  sudi  failures;  or,  iu 
the  event  of  any  one  or  more  of  such  failures,  tlic  Po^ttmaster  General  shall  have  tlie  option 
4>f  determining  any  agreement  for  such  service  by  us. 

0.4»  x  M  3  And 
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App-  No.  1.        'And  we  do  heieby  ag^n  e  to  oxinute  a  contract  according  (o  die  mid  eonditiom  narked  A^. 
 >         and  for  tlie  peitbriuance  ot  the  said  service. 

We  aw,  &e. 
(iigned)       W.  iXieg, 

Edmd.  A.  Smith, 

J.  R.  Ahl.ott. 
Jtobt.  Samdarst 

Diieeton  of  Biitbh  and  Eaatem  dtaein  Nttvigaiion  Company  (Limited), 
140,  Leadeohall-etMwt^LMidoii* 

16  Ocl'-ber  1862. 
The  i'tcretary  oi  tUv  Vv6t  office. 

N.B. — All  leaders  to  he  uiude  upon  this  printed  form,  and  they  arc  to  be  addirsspd  to 
the  Secrt-lary  of  ihe  Post  Oflace,  with  the  words  **  Tender  for  the  Cuiivcyuuce  oi  Muiia 
between  i}<'iiibuy  and  Aden  "  iu  tlie  ieft-liand  comer  of  the  envelope,  and  no  teader  wiJI  be 
received  aoiesa  it  be  made  precisely  according  to  the  preceding  printed  lui  ui. 

Any  cooditioni  m  alteratiotis  vluch  tlia  partiea  tendering  may  wish  to  Mi^^t^i  st  nuit  be 
^nmisbed  in  a  aeparate  letter  at  the  time  of  making  the  tender. 


CONDrnONS  of  the  TfNDEBS  to  be  receivtd  for  a  Contract  for  the  Conveyance  of  Her 

Majesty's  Mails  between  A(kn  and  Bombaif. 

(Referred  to  as  marked  A.) 

1.  The  service  of  conveyinc:  TI  I  Miijesty't  maib  from  Aden  tO  Bombay  and  btok  to  be 

pertorinefi  twice  in  each  caiendi  r  ui  juib. 

2.  The  parties  tendering  to  state  the  additional  sum  demanded,  if  the  contractors  pro- 
vided a  brtuicli  packet  to  ply  betwLcn  BomLuy  and  Kiirracitee.  The  leader  to  State  the 
rate  of  speed  proposed  to  be  luaintaint^  by  tiie  braocli  packet. 

3.  It  must  be  stated  ra  tlie  tender  when  tlie  parties  tendering  will  be  ready  to  commenofr 
the  service, 

4.  Under  the  term  "  Her  Mujt^sty's  Mails,"  are  comprehendedall  botes,  bags,  or  packets 

of  letters,  newspapers,  books,  or  printed  paper?,  and  every  otlu  r  article  sent  by  the  post,  to 
whatever  cuuQiry  or  place  they  may  be  a<. dressed,  or  in  wimtever  country  or  place  they 
may  have  originated;  and  also  all  empty  bar^s,  empty  Hoxe«,  aod  other  stores  dad.  aitielas 
used  or  to  be  used  in  carrying  on  the  Poet  Oflice  service,  which  shall  be  sent  by,  or  to,  or 
from  the  Post  Otfice.  Neveitl)elei*s,  when  the  sptace  1 1  quir' d  for  holding  the  miub  («e« 
#  par.  16)  shall  t-xceed  luO  cubic  tona  aiea^iiremcut,  the  contractors  ahall  be  iiilowed  an 

additional  payment  per  annum  for  esiit  cuJ>ic  too,  the  amount  of  which  auist  form  part  of 
the  tender. 

6.  Tht  tri  dcrs  must  provide  fnr  the  nmiU  beins  conveyed  betv  [  i^n  Aden  and  Bombay  in  10& 
liouis,  except  during  (he  pievuknce  ui  the  ttoi;th-we(>t  nioii&uou,  when  261  boms  will  be 
allowed  for  the  voyage  westward,  viz-,  from  Bombay  to  Aden.  But  the  parties  tendering 
may  alao  state  upon  what  terms  they  would  pertorm  tlie  serrice  in  a  greater  or  less  nmaber 
of  hours. 

<5,  A  I  reivdum  tif  60/.  will  be  given  fitr  tvery  complete  day  of  24  hourn  wlilch  tlie  time 
occupitd  iu  uny  voyage,  betHcen  Aden  H<ui  iiombay,  may  be  leas  than  that  allowed  under 
the  contract. 

7.  A  ]icii:iltv  nl  5f>(i /.  (fi  be  incuirrd  whpn  the  contractor?  fail  in  providing  u  vesst?,  in 
sccuuiaitcv  uitti  tlii  ir  contract,  ready  lo  put  to  sea  at  tlie  appointed  lime,  aiid  al»u  the  »ura 
of  600  ('.  for  evt  ry  socceaaive  day  which  shall  elapse  after  soeh  a{>poUited  time;  and  a 

B»naliy  of  100  L  for  every  com]>lete  day  consumed  on  the  voyage  between  Aden  and 
nmbiiy,  from  whatever  cause  arising,  beyond  the  number  of  days  dlowed:  but  so  tfmt  the 
full  aiiii  ijit  urai.v  |;i  nalties  for  delay  uii  ;:iiy  <'iie  voyage  sh.dl  never  exceed  the  portion  of 
the  subsidy  applicable  to  such  voyage.  The  payment  by  tho  contractors  of  any  pen.) Itiea 
shall  in  no  way  prejudice  the  right  oi  the  Postmaster  Geaorai  to  treat  the  failure  to  proididtt 
a  prnper  vet>«el  at  the  aiipointed  time,  or  to  p«fi>rm  a  Toyaga  at  or  within- the  ajtpoiated 
time,  us  a  breach  of  the  contract 

B.  The  panics  tendering  may  state  what  abatement  in  the  amoimt  of  ihe  Bobsidy  they 
would  make  on  condition  tliat  the  penalties  for  delay  instesd  of  being  abeolnte,  diall  not  b* 
payable  when  it  is  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  ibe  Postmaster  General  that  the  drby  has 
arisen  fn  ni  causes  tityond  the  eontiol  of  the  contnictois. 

U.  The  contractors  must  engage  to  »>up|dy,  during  the  continuance  of  the  contract,  atid  tn 
thesatififaction  of  the-  Postmaster  General,  a  sufficient  nuttlMHr  of  steam  vessels  of  udequatft 
powci  and  ill  ull  respects  suiti-d  for  the  performance  of  the  eervice  within  the  time  etipw- 
luicJ  til  tiie  tcndei. 

)i>.  The  Pt  stniastcr  Gmer.d  to  have  power  lo  require  that  the  vessels  to  be  used  for  the 
purpitses  of  the  conttuct  shall  be  built  on  plans  previously  approved  of  by  him  or  by  the 
Lord  j  of  the  Admiralty. 

11.  Tlir  vessels  to  be  aUvavb  ^upplird  witli  all  necess;uy  and  proper  machinery,  engines, 
apparel,  tunttture,  stores,  tackle,  boats,  fuel,  o<l,  tallow,  provisions,  anchors,  cables,  fire, 
pnmpe  and  other  proper  means  for  ektinguiahiitg  firsi  lightning  oondneloirBf  ehartSf  ehni^ 

nomeltny 
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notneters,  proper  nautical  iastruments,  nnd  whatsorvcr  mny  he  npceggnry  for  rquippiiia;  App^  "oi,  i« 
ll»e  saiU  veBeels  and  reDdcring  them  constantly  erticiunt  r  the  sei  \  i<  e  to  be  performed  ;  und  ■ 
to  be  manned  with  legally  cjuaiifled  md  competeut  officera  and  n  sulfirient  crew  of  aide 
sanen  and  other>tD6it.  A  medical  o^gcer,  to  be  approved  of  by  the  Poaimaster^enera),  ti» 
be  provided  on  board  each  packet,  and  who  «ha1l  fifive  medical  attendance,  awdieinefly  and 
medi Laments  i^mtiti  to  till  per.^ona  conveyed  under  the  oontraet^  «r  wbose  pMMge^nney 
may  be  paid  ior  in  wiiule  or  in  part  by  the  Government. 

It.  The  vessels  are  to  he  >ubje«t  at  all  times  to  f^urvey  by  ofBcers  in  the  employ- 
ment cf  tlit-  AfliDiialty,  Rud  ail',  diifect  disc uvt'icd  on  '-uch  survey  to  lie  immediHtily  niarlc 
good  by  the  cuutraoture.  This  survey  to  extend,  not  only  to  the  ve«ai  la  theui^eives,  but 
also  to  the  officers,  enfjineeri,  CKW*  mnchiiiery,  and  everything  which  the  conirocton  ain 
bound  to  provide. 

M.  Tbe  dfl^  and  bonra  of  departnre  and  arrival  at  each  port  are  to  be  fixed  by  the 

PoBtmaster-*G«nerul ,  and  may  be  altered  from  time  to  time  h\  him  on  pinni  n  noncf  to  tlie 
oentractors  of  iluea  montlw.  The  Postmaster-Ueneral  also  to  havi>  power  to  delay  the 
4]eparture  of  any  vnwelifmn  any  port  for  a  period  not  exceeding  24  hours. 

14.  The  Postmaster  General  to  have  power,  on  ui vine;  reaeonabie  notice;,  to  require  the 
couii  actors  to  perform  tbe  service  contracted  for  fortnis^htly,  insieiid  of  twice  in  each  calcn> 
dar  month,  and  in  tiuch  case,  the  payments  to  be  iiunic  to  the  contractOW,  and  tiie-Rbate- 
nenta  lo  be  made  by  tbem  to  be  increased  by  one- twelfth. 

lA.  The  Foatnaater  Geaeml  to  be  at  libeny  otherwise  to  modify  the  service  to  be  per* 
ffloaed  on  ixivinp^  roasoiiuMc  notice  to  tlx;  cont^uclor^i ;  tlie  iirhlitional  iinuninf  lo  ho  paiH  or 
deducted  tor  auy  iJicratiou,  lu  be  6«:til«d  by  agrfement,  or  taiUng  ibat,  l>y  hi  bilr.ai  tn  in  tiie 
nan»l  manner. 

16.  The  contractors  to  provide  at  their  sole  coat,  10  the  satisfaction  of  the  Postmaster 
Geni-rul,  a  separate  and  convenient  place  of  deposit  for  the  mails  on  board  each  ve«Kel,  with 
aeciire  lock  ami  key. 

17.  In  the  event  of  the  Fosiniatter  General  requiring  it,  a  B<irting-rooni  for  the  purpose 
of  aoviing  and  making  op  tbe  maila  to  be  also  provided,  to  the  satislaetion  of  the  PiMtmastev 

General,  <in  boimi  ru'  li  v.ssel.    Tiie  aciuul  cost  of  erectiiiL:  th:'  sfirting-room,  und  of  pro- 

vidins;  the  nectiMary  luimture,  liunps,  &c.,  will  oe  deiruycd  by  the  Postmaster  General,  but 

the  furniture  and  lumps  must  be  cleansed  and  kept  ill  Jopair,  and  oil  for  the  lamps  iwi«t  be  ^ 

supplied  at  tbe  coat  of  the  contractors.  The  services  of  the  crew  mu«t  also  be  givan-in.tha 

oenveyaneeof  the  maik  betwesa.  the  maiWoom  and  th«  «orting^roo«n. 

IH.  Proper  acoommoda;ion  and  mrss  to  bt-  provided,  free  of  expense,  for  an  officer  of 
the  Koyal  Navy  in  cluiro;e  ot  the  mads,  and  also,  it  required,  for  his  servant.  Ttie  Post^ 
master  General  to  have  power  to  substitute  for  a  naval  officer  and  his  servant,  a  civil  officer 
off  ho  Post  Offu  t-  to  tiike  chaige  of  the  mails,  and  lo  l»e  eniployf  i  in  .sorting  tlieiii,  to^fthrr 
with  a  servant.  Tlie>e  offiier.*,  whether  naval  or  civil,  to  be  allowed  to  remain  ou  boa  d 
whilst  tbe  packet  stays  at  all  the  ports  to  or  fiom  which  tlie  mails  are  conveyed.  The 
naval  or  civd  officars  in  charge  of  the  niails  to  be  vi«tiialii'd  and  olherarise  treated  sa  chief 
cabin  passengers,  and  servants  as  fore  cabin  pa»«ngeTs.  Tbe  Poeimaster  General  further 
tu  have  p  wei  to  it(piiic  the  coiiir. coin  to  convey,  if  iipcessary,  eitlier  one  or  two  addi- 
tional civd  officers  of  the  Post  Otiice  to  ht-  employeii  in  sorting  tbe  mails.  The  passage 
money  of  these  additional  officers  to  be  paid  (in  fall  of  all  charge  for  niefls)at  half  the  rates 
cliar.'cri  for  ordinary  pa:?«ent:prs  of  a  stroilur  description. 

ly.  'liic  umils  .shall  be  conveyed  in  the  vessels,  and  be  delivered  and  rtceived  at  each  of 
the  places  to  which  the  vessels  are  to  proceed  in  ihe  perlorinance  of  the  contract;  and,  at 
each  port  or  place  where  the  mails  are  to  be  delivered  and  received,  the  oflicer  having 
charge  of  them  shall,  whoiever  and  ««  often  as  by  him  deemed  praetieable  or  necessary,  be 
conveyed  on  shore,  and  aUo  fmni  t!ie  ^hori'  to  the  vessel  employed  in  the  performanc"  of  tlie 
contract,  togeiiier  with,  or  it  necessary  for  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  snch  otbcer, 
ivithout  Her  Mnjesty's  Diail^.  in  a  suitable  and  seaworthy  boat  of  not  less  than  four  oars, 
to  be  farnisheil  with  eff't  ciual  covering  for  tlie  mail  baga,  and  to  be  provided  aod  propetly 
manned  and  equipped  by  the  contractors. 

20.  Siiould  tile  Postmaster  General -deem  it  expedient  to  pliice  the  said  mails  or  any  ]>;irt 
tbcKoi'  in  charge  of  the  master  or  commander  of  any  of  the  said  vessels,  the  said  masUr  or 
«omflnnd«r  shall  take  charge  of  the  same  and  make  tbe  nenal  Post  Office  oa<h  or  declMa* 
tior,  and  furni-h  fuch  journal,  teiums  'and  infurmiition,  and  jicrf irm  ssiich  service?:,  as  the 
PostujaHter  Genetai  or  his  officers  may  require,  and  be  iespon8it>le  for  the  due  receipt  and 
delivery  of  such  mails. 

21.  The  contractor  must  not  receive,  or  permit  to  be  received  on  board  any  of  the 
vessels  employetl  under  the  contract,  any  letters  for  conv<  yance  other  than  those  duly  in 
Obarge  of  the  luuil  officer,  or  wliich  are  or  may  be  privileired  hy  law;  the  suid  mail  olHcer 
mil  have  to  report  any  default  in  this  respect,  end  in  case  of  any  such  deiault,  tbe  contrac- 
ton  will  be  lianie  lo'be  proceed  against  for  a^breach  of  tlie  cootiact, 

29.  The  whole  posta<z'  of  all  mails  conveyed  in  the  ve>i<:eU  employed  nnder  the  OOfitract 
ie  to  be  at  tbe  dibpusol  uf  11  tr  Majesty's  Postmaster  General. 

SS.  The  contractora  and  all  commandinir  and  i.ther  oflieera  of  the  vessels  to  be  employed 
in  the  petformanee  ol  tbe  Gontiaci.and  aUaaentSy  seamen,  and  servants  of  tbe  conttaetoni, 
riml)  at  all  times  doring  the  contrnnanceof  the  contract,  punctually  attend  to  the  ot  deraand 
directions  of  the  Postmaster  General,  or  of  any  ol  his  otHeersor  agents,  an  lo  the  mode, time, 
and  (dace  of  embarking  anil  diiembarking  mails ;  and,  for  the  purpose  of  embarking  and 
diaambarking  mail*  at  fiomlmyi  th«  contractoia  mtutt,  if  tcquirea  by  the  PosimaaCer  Gena« 
ml.  piri'siderasteam4ag. 
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App.  Nqi,  I.  24.  Every  sum  of  nioiu  y  stipiil.itcil  to  he  forfcltccl  by  the  contractora  shall  be  considered 

  as  stipuiiiteii  or  a^icerlaiued  d&iuu^ei>,  and  slmll  be  iieiluct<  d  l>y  tlie  Postmaster  General  out 

of  any  monies  then  payable  or  which  amy  (hereafter  become  payable  to  the  contractora^ 
or  the  payment  thereof  may  be  enforced*  with  full  coata  of  suit,  at  the  diacretion  of  the 
Postmaster  General. 

26.  TIic  contractors  sliall,  wlieii  and  as  often  as  in  writing  they  or  tiic  masters  of  tluir 
respective  vessels  shall  be  required  so  to  do  by  the  Postmaster  General,  or  by  any  officer  or  . 
ilgent  acting  under  bia  inlhorlty  (such  writing  to  specify  the  rank  or  deicription  of  tile 
person  or  persons  to  be  <  onvcycd,  and  tlie  aLCoiiiiuodution  to  be  proviclcil  for  him  or  them), 
receive  on  board  eacii  of  the  vesstls  to  be  employed  in  the  performance  of  the  contract  (in 
addition  to  the  officers  authorised  to  have  ihe  charge  of  the  mails,)  any  naval,  militaiy,  and 
<^vil  officeis  in  the  Bervice  of  ficr  Mojcsty,  not  exceediuo;  eight,  and  also  their  vires  and 
children,  us  chief-cabin  passengers,  and  any  non-commissioned  or  warrant  officers,  not 
exceeding  four,  and  also  their  wives  and  chikireii,  aa  ture-cabin  passengers,  and  any  number 
of  aeamen,  marines,  ur  soldiers  in  Her  Majesty's  service,  not  exceedinjj  ten>  and  their  wives 
and  children,  as  deck  passenger?,  to  be  emctually  protected  from  sun,  rain,  and  bad 
weather;  due  notice  beins  givrn  (if  practicable)  to  ihc  a^ent  of  the  contractors  at  the  port 
of  embarkation  ofsucn  otficers  respectively  and  others  being  required  lo  be  conveyed. 

•16.  The  routiaciors  must  uho  undertake  to  convey  any  additional  ninaber  of  Davalt 
militaiy,  and  civil  flfficei«  in  the  service  of  Her  Majesty,  not  exceeding  ten  in  any  one  ship, 
witli  or  withoot  their  wives  and  children,  as  chief  cabin  passengers,  and  any  additioiial 
nomber  of  non-conimis>iont  d  and  warrant  officers,  not  exceeding  six  in  any  one  sliip,  with 
or  without  their  wives  and  children,  as  foxe-cabin  passengers,  together  with  the  servants  of 
both  chief  and  fore-cabin  passengers,  on  the  Postmaster  General,  his  agents  or  officers, 
givinjr  to  tbe  contmctors  or  iheir  agents  at  the  port  of  embarkation  the  following  notice, 
that  IS  to  say,  in  respect  of  passengers  proceeding  on  tlie  voyage  fiooi  Aden  to  Bombay, 
between  the  months  of  August  and  March,  both  lllfihisive,  two  calendar  months,  and  at 
any  other  period  of  the  year  two  weeks;  and  in  respect  of  nasseneers  proceeding  on  the 
voyoge  from  Bombay  to  Aden  betw«>en  the  months  of  Decwnoer  and  May,  both  inelusiTe, 
two  calendar  nromlis,  and  at  any  other  [leriod  of  the  m-.u  two  weeks.  The  passage  money 
for  all  passengers  to  be  conveyed  on  the  requisition  of  tiie  Postmaster  General,  to  be  paid 
(in  full  of  all  dmrge  for  mm)  at  the'  rates  charged  for  ordmary  passengers  oiT  a  nmilair 
description. 

27.  When  a  passage  has  been  ordered  fur  any  person  at  tlie  expense  of  the  Government, 
the  payment  will  be  made  only  on  the  production  of  the  Older  for  the  pasi^v^  aad  a  cerii* 
ficate  from  the  person  in  the  following  form,Tia>:— 

I  hereby  certify  that  on  the  I  embarked  at  a«  a 

passenger  on  board  the  Mail  steam  padtet  for  passage  to 

and  landed  at  on  the  .** 

To  this  certificate  the  foUowmg  addition  la  to  be  made  in  av^ry  case  of  a  male  cabin 

passenger,  viz. : — 

"  I  further  certify  that  the  hrst  dinner  meal  taken  on  board  was  on  the 

and  the  last  dinner  meal  on  lihe 
"  Dated  this  day  of 

And  the  correctness  of  the  dates  must  be  corroborated  by  the  master  of  the  packet, 
adding  ondameath  the  passengers  signature,— 

*<The  datea  inserted  in  this  ceitiAcate  are  GonecL" 

(Signainre) 

"Master  of  the  Packet" 

28.  The  passage-money  for  the  wives  and  families  of  officers  will  be  paid  to  the  coQ^ 
tractors  by  the  officers  tliemscives. 

29.  Whenever  the  contractors  shall  be  requited  to  convey  any  soldi*  rs  as  deck  pas- 
aengers,  other  than  those  specially  provided  fur  by  the  contract,  the  contractors  most  pro- 
vide them  with  adequate  protection  fom  rain,  sun,  and  bad  weather,  sack  protection  to  in- 
clude sufficient  slielter  on  d(  ek. 

30.  The  contractors  Rhall  receive  on  boaid  each  of  the  vessels  employed  in  the  perform- 
ance of  tbe  rontmcf,  and  convey  at  the  lu\sest  rate  of  freight  charged  by  the  contractora 
for  piiv  itc  goods,  ar,y  number  of  small  j  ack.iges  containmg  astronomical  iuatrumeotay 
charts,  wcunug  apjjurti,  medicines,  or  uthei  uiticTes,  and  convey  and  deliver  the  same  to, 
from,  and  between  all  or  any  of  the  ports  or  places  to  or  from  uhirh  llie  mails  are  to  be 
conveyed,  in  performance  of  the  contract,  when  so  directed  by  the  Postmaster  Greneral,  or 
his  agents,  or  by  the  British  nsTal  officer  in  command  of  the  station,  and  shall  also  receive 
on  board  t  ach  of  the  ves-^els,  and  eoavoy  and  deliver  to,  from,  and  between  all  or  any  of 
tbe  said  ports  or  places,  any  uavul  or  other  stores  not  exceeding  10  tous  in  weight,  at  any 
one  timet  in  any  one  vessel,  on  receiving  from  the  Postmaster  General,  or  any  of  his  officers 
or  agents,  two  days'  previn(i>  notice  of  the  intention  to  have  such  Stores  to  conveyed  j  and 
the  said  contructnis  fihail  in  all  tuses  be  strictly  responsible  for  the  due  custody  and  safe 
delivery  of  the  packages,  articles,  and  stores. 

31.  The  contract  not  to  be  terminable  except  on  a  notice  of  two  years  and  a  half;  and 
die  contractors  to  state  what  abatement  they  will  make  from  the  subsidy  if  the  contract  be 
made  certain  for  five  r«aT»,  and  what  abatement  if  it  be  made  ceiHain  for  seven  year^. 

a-i.  iiie 
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32.  '1  he  contract  will  not  be  binding  until  it  has  lain  upon  the  Table  of  the  House  of     App.  No.  i. 
Coniiuuus  for  one  month,  witliout  disapproval,  unlefli,  pieriijas  to  tbe  lapse  of  that  period,  - 

it  liais  1)1  cn  approved  of  by  a  Resolution  of  tlic  Housp. 

33.  Payuicutii  will  be  made  quaiteily  out  ot  juoaies  t<»  be  proviUcJ  by  Parliament,  on 
the  produciion  by  the  contractors,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  Receiver  and  Accountant 
Georral  of  the  Post  Office,  of  oeriificates  from  the  proper  otGcers  that  the  contract  baa  been 
atrictly  and  panctmlly  perrormed,  aubjeet  to  the  nmoant  of  penaltiea  and  other  snnw  (if 

any)  bf-iiiL;  llipioOiit  deducted. 

34.  Tile  G:>vcrnment  sball  at  uity  tiun'  during  the  contititiunce  of  the  contract,  la  cai>e  of 
great  public  voeigency,  have  power  to  purclui>C'  ail  or  any  of  ihe  vessels  at  a  valuation,  or 
to  charter  the  same  exclusively  for  Her  Majesty's  service ;  the  valuation  or  rate  of  hire  to 
be  agreed  on  by  the  Adu)iralty  and  the  contractors,  or,  failing  Kuch  agrern;ent,  by  arbitration 
in  iheusuol  manner. 

Sd.  In  caw  of  any  such  purcliaee  or  hire,  the  contractors  shall  be  at  ltl>erty  either  to 
lermtnate  the  ccMitract,  or,  if  they  can  provide  other  TesteU  in  proper  tine,  to  continuo  it; 
or,  tvitli  (lie  consent  of  thu  Postmnbtcr  Oeiiernl,  and  nn  such  lermsas  may  be  agreed  upon, 
ib«:y  uiiiy  continue  to  peifortu  piirt  uuiy  ul  the  cuutract. 

86,  The  coittractoia  mnat  not  a.^sig'n,  underlet,  or  dispose  of  the  contract,  or  any  part 
thereto,  without  tbe  consent  in  mriting  of  the  Foetmaater  Ueneral. 

97.  In  caF«  of  any  ^reat  or  Ittbitaal  breach  of  the  contract  the  Postmaater  General  may 
terminate  it  without  pieriotta  notice,  and  this  iritbout  giviog  the  contractoia  any  claim  to 
compensation. 

»8.  Id  porsuaiiLe  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act  23  Geo,  9,  c.46,  no  Member  of  the  Jluuse 
of  Commons  can  be  admiited  to  any  ahare  or  pwrt  of  the  oonuraet,  or  to  any  benefit  to  arise 

therefrom. 

3]>.  Tlie  contractors  to  be  bound  with  two  responsible  sureties,  to  be  named  in  their 
tcndens,  in  tbe  penalty  of  10,000  for  the  due  fulfilment  of  tbe  contract;  and  they  must 
famiah  the  names  of  persons  of  whom  inquiry  can  be  made  aa  to  the  responsibility  of  the 
sureties  proposed. 

40.  The  i'ostuiaster  General  does  not  en(<:age  to  accept  the  lowest  tender,  irrespective  of 
Other  conaiderationa,  or  indeed  to  aoeept  any  tender. 


Enclosure  8,  in  No.  20. 

Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam  Navigation  C<  nipany. 
Offices,  122,  Leadenhiili-street,  London,  £.0., 
Sir,  15  October  1802. 

With  relVrence  to  the  advortiscnuiii  issued  M.ini-  uiunlhs  since,  inviting  tenders  to  be 
addressed  to  you  for  establishing  a  twice-a-month  postal  communication  between  Adeii  and 
Bombay,  I  am  instrueted  by  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Peniseniar  and  Oriental  Steam 
Navigation  ("oiniany  'o  gtnte  that  they  find  aifficulties  in  making  a  lender  in  ti  e  (u  ccipc 
tenus  ot  tile  piiuled  tbrui,o)  under  the  printed  conditions, presicribcd.  1  ot  an  explanation 
of  these  diffic  ulties  1  beg  to  refer  you  to  the  accompanying  document,  marked  A. 

The  Board,  therefore,  direct  uie  to  state  that  Ikiey  are  ivilling,  on  behalf  of  the  Com|Any, 
to  convey  Rer  Majesty mwts  twice  in  each  calendar  month  each  way  between  Aden  and 
Bontbay  by  a  sufficient  m  niVKT  (ii  it  exceeding  tint  f  )  of  Ktc.uii  vessels  of  iK!i  i|iirit<'  power,  to 
be  apiJtoved  by  the  i'ostinafter  Gtneral,  lor  ihe  sum  of  tj7,li80  /.,  benig  a:  the  rate  of 
17  2  (/.  pci  mile ;  and  that  if  200  hours  instead  of  166  hours  fur  the  voyage  between  Aden 
and  Hombiiy  under  urd  luiiy  ciicitiTfitanrrs,  nii!!  300  Lmit.s  of  i2t>l   liouts  lor  t!.e 

voyage  westward  duiiug  the  prcvuleuct;  ul  the  .suuili-v\tsl  uiuusuuu,  I  u  ullouctl,  lli'.;y  will  |>er- 
foru)  the  said  service  for  60,000  /.  per  annum. 

They  will  also  provide  a  steamer  tug  for  landing  and  embarkinc  mails  at  Bombay,  if  ra> 

Skired,  for  an  addiiional  sum  of  2,000 1  per  annum.  And  they  wtiJ  execute  ^e  contract  for 
e  pcrfom  auce  of  this  service  i mler  tlie  i)rinted  conditions  i-sued,  with  the  exception  of 
tho5e  numbbied  4,  7,  9,  13,  ;Jl,aJid  37,  w liich  they  will  require  to  be  uioditied  as  follows:— 
C<  tiditioii  ^'o.  4.  A  .space  not  e.xceKling  20  cubic  tons  to  be  set  apart  for  a  mail-room, 
all  lonnagc  beyond  that  required  by  the  Post  OQicc  to  be  paid  for  at  the  rate  of  lu  /.  per 
cubic  ton  fur  conveyance  to  Bombay^  and  -iO /.  per  cubic  ton  homewards  from  Bombay; 
sucli  rates  of  freight  to  include  through  convcy.uicc  from  and  t  j  Soutljampton  and  Mar- 
seilles. Fourteen  days'  notice  to  be  given  to  the  Company's  agent  at  Boutbay  of  tbe  extra 
space  required. 

Ccndiiioii  No  7.  The  pen:i1ticv-i  not  to  bo  cnf  rred  when  it  canheahownlJiatthtt  delayhm 
ari&cii  Ifotii  ciiuiies  beyond  ilic  control  of  the  cmitmctors. 

Condition  No.  9.  Three  vessels  to  be  defined  "a  sufficient  number." 

Condition  ^'o.  13.  The  alteratiou  of  tbe  days  and  hours  of  departure  and  arrival  not  to  be 
sack  as  to  require  the  services  of  more  than  uiree  vessels. 

Condition  No.  31.  No  ieductl<  u  r.ui  bi-  made  for  un  exiendi  d  term,  and  an  option  to  bo 
resened  to  the  Company  to  determme  the  cuntiact,  on  giving  12  months'  notice. 

Condition  Mo.  87.  W'ith  reference  to  this  and  oiher  conditions,  tbe  Directors  will  require 
a  clause  ill  the  contrai  t  similar  to  tbut  in  the  contnct  for  the  Australian  service,  for  refoinog 
any  ditputc  or  cuntrovtisy  to  arbitration. 

The  Directors  will  be  prepared  to  commence  the  aemoealx  months  after  the  conllfiiuitkMt 
of  the  contract  by  the  House  of  Commons. 
0.43.  0  0  I  MB 
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App.  No.  a.        I  am  'fiirUitr  imtrueted  to  state  that,  shoaUl  th*  P.)8tma,sier  Geneml  require  a  contract  to 

■I  lye  t  xeciilctl  iiccortling  to  tLe  wliole  of  lUe  printeil  con  l;t    is  referred  to,  tli-  Diiejuns  w.ll 

do  80  111  consiiieittiion  of  a  sum  of  G0,000 /•  ^er  unnuui,  m  addition  to  tliul  ubuvc  btaled, 
being  paid  to  the  CompAOy. 

The  Directors  do  not  make  any  tender  in  rwpttct  to  a  branch  packet  to  ply  lietween 
Bombayand  Kurradiee,  andentanaing  tiwt  the  Mrvite  hftt  alr^  ady  beeit  euntiacied  for  by 
a.kttl  Company. 

I  have,  Jcc. 

The  Secretary  of  the  (e^ned)      C.  W,  MmmU,  fiecremiy. 

General  Poet  Office. 


£ncloattre4,  in  No.  SO. 
(A.) 

Peninsular  and  Oriental  Sleaon  Nevieation  Company, 
Ollicea,  12-2,  Leadenhall-atreet,  Londun.  E.G. 

ExTBACT  from  the  Minute?  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Peninsulur  and  Oriental 

Steam  Navigation  Company,  20  Sfptember  1862. 

'♦Refbbencb  havini;  been  made  to  the  adveit'sement  is'ued  by  die  Poet  Office  eome 
months  giiice,  inviting  iender*(tohc  lotlgt  on  In^  I5th  Octo'ir  r  pioxtnio)  for  an  additional 
aemi»monthiy  DOitai  service  between  Bombay  and  Adm,  and  to  tue  conditions  on  which  «uch 
tendere  are  to  be  submitted,  H  wee  resolved — 

"That  ihe  miuter  he  relerred  in  ibc  nr-;t  mstaiiCi''  to  the  Conrniilfpr-  utMaiiaijem  mt  to 
consider  aud  luake  un  early  report  tiit!it;un  to  tiiu  Lk>at\i  iov  its  guiiiducc  ui  iu»kiit>^  uuy 
tender  for  the  execution  of  that  service." 

Pursuant  to  the  foregoing  Rt  solution,  the  Beport  of  tho  Committee  of  Maneeement  wna 
4ajd  before  the  Boesdof  Oiiectam  on  the  0d,  nd  Adopted  by  tbem  nn«dw40lb  Oetober. 

(siened)      C  Sf.  Howell,  Secretary, 
Penianiiai4uad  Otiental -Steam  Navigation  Compuiy. 


Ene)oenre  -5,  in  Ifo.  fiO. 

Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam  Navigation  Coiujpaivy, 
Offioe»,m»  L  uj.  ii!iall->treet,  London,  E.C., 

]((  Ootiibi'i-  \m-2. 

Report  from  the.  Committee  cf  Muuaijamnt.  —  Ilinnlmy  and  Aden  Cuntiart. 

The  (Committee  of  Management  haviou,  ii»  pursuance  of  the  Bo:ird'g  minute  of  the  20th 
September,  carefully  examined  and  considered  the  printed  farm  of  lender  and  cimditionn 
under  which  the  Post  OfUcc  li  ts  invite  1  teiitiers  for  aililitinnal  semi-montidy  pottftl  JWrvice 
between  Bombay  and  Aden,  beg  tu  report  lijtieoti  as  foUoivs ; — 

Tht  Conditions. 

These  contain  several  stipulations  of  a  novel  and  very  stringent  character  not  hitherto 
required  iti  postal  eontrscts,  at  least  not  in  the  conttaets  nnder  which  this  Company  have 
iitiilui  lakcn  iiul  t  oiidiu  tcj  <Iic  exiensive  postal  service  with  which  it  has  been  charged  for  n 

period  ot  upwards  of  25  years. 

Chnwe  4.  Defines  the  term  "  Her  Majestty's  maiU"  lo  comprehend  "  all  boxes,  b:ii^s,  or 
packages  of  letters,  news*  apf»t-«,  books,  or  printeil  papers,  and  every  otlier  artirlt^  s .  lU  \>\  the 
post  to  whatever  country  m  place  ihey  may  lie  addresst-d,  or  in  whatever  country  or  place 
iluiv  may  have  originated ;  and  hIno  all  etnpt  v  S  ul;  -,  empty  boxes,  and  other  stores  and 
articles  used,  or  to  De  used,  in  carrying  on  the  Post  Uihce  service,  which  shall  be  sent  bj, 
or  to,  or  from  the  Post  Office."  This  is  a  latitude  of  interpretation  given  to  the  term  "  Her 
Mnjesty's  mails  "  not  hitherto  iir!ii|,t,.(l,  w'lcii  i  ou|i!>:'d  with  the  cDinliiiDii  (liat  a  space 
erpial  tu  luu  cubic  tons  shall  be  reserved  for  "  Ht  r  Majesty '-««  maiis, "  and  tliat  such  space  is 
to  be  "  provided  in  a  separate  and  c  tnvenicnt  place  of  deposit  for  the  mails  on  board  each 
vemel,  wiihseeuve  lock  and  k»y"  {gee  Clause  Ifi),  it  deserves  the  cotisideiution  of  the  lioard, 
as  such  a  space  so  sepaiaied  and  reserve  l  would  nearly  exclude  the  carriage  of  goods  on 
fiei";ht. 

BqI  a  more  serious  question  is  involved  in  the  stipulation  referred  to,  whether  this 
additional  lino  may  be  undertaken  by  this  Gompanv  or  oth^  r  parties ;  namely,  how  is  thn 

large  bulk  of  art iL'le.-- called  mail?;,  to  th  extern  of  lOi)  eu'jic  t  ris.  if  rcqntn'tl,  to  be  conveyed 
from  Southampton  and  Marseilles  to  Aden,  and  tiom  Ailca  tiotucw.irds  to  tho>e  placts? 
The  only  means  at  ni  t  sent  existing  is  that  afforded  by  this  Company's  stvamers  runn  on 
the  .Calcutta  and  Gninu  lines,  with  which  this  proposed  extra  line  to  Bombay  is  to  be  c>m- 
neeted  %  and  if  the  Company  are  to  be  required  to  provide  space  for,  and  convey  to  and  from 
ikden,.nli  flic  hails,  iicc.  destincl  for  tliese  Bombay  sieaiiicrs  outwards,  imd  to  reserve  suffi- 
•cient  space  in  the  Calcutta  xteamers  homewards,  tu  enable  them  to  receive  this  amount  of 

tonnagft 
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tonrmj^e  of  mails,  &c.  at  Aden  (in  addition  to  tiie  great  bnik  of  null  fronn  Iiuiirt,  China,  kg^Ko*^^ 
Mid  AuBtndi»t^th  which  the  in»ii»To<iins  of  tfaeCBletitta  steamenim  jdwriv:)  tille  I).  ■  ■  " 

arrangement  would  deprive  (he  Company  of  an  aTOoaat  of  freight  ewriHiigB  wiiich  oouid  not 

be  conipeosaied  for  at  less  than  about  70,000  L  per  annnnt. 

Medurtion  of  Snlitif/i/  for  Ju  i/m\  d  Spetd. 

Clause  h.  I;  II  rate  oi  tii;hl  kiiui>,  i>ist<.a<l  of  10,  Ue  ad')pfcd,  a  sum  of  6,000/.  may  be 
•Uoved  for  savinji  of  txpcose  of  fuel  aixi  wear  an<i  tear  of  ship  and  machinery. 

Ciswe  7.  Imposes  heavy  penali  ii's  fbr  lailuie  to  provide  vpsselx  ready  for  sea  at  appointed 
timrs  :  alio  fbr  nut  p^rfiirniioi:  v<<y:)^<^^  within  the  contract  time ;  these  penalties  tu  be  afiaor* 
lute,  til  it  is,  without  any  alhnvanc"  for  clrcumstann  s  aiisinjf  frcm  c  him  s  h  ynid  the  control 
of  tlic  contractors,  the  only  Innitutiou  to  the  uniouut  be^tig  a  sun*  corrcspondin*;  lo  the  pro- 
portion of  the  subsidy  for  the  voyage.  It  also  gives  a  right  to  br  Postniastcr  General  over 
and  abovf  ih-  iin] n^itiini  i.f  tlic  [>f  irdties  to  tn  iu  the  failures  at  a  breiich  of  the  contract, 
iiivcstij.g  liun  consemiLutly  with  tiic  jiower  ciUur  to  Irvy  tlie  whole  penalty  of  10.000/.  for 
non-UilH!ni(  nt  of  the  coniiaet,  or  to  determine  it  without  compeoHation. 

Such  arbitrar)'  conditions  cannot,  th«.  Commitiee  8ui>m)t,  be  admitted  without  great 
dai  gcr  to  the  Company,  or,  if  admitted,  a  lar<^er  addition  to  the  oidinwy  cost  of  the  aerrioA 
should  be  itipulated  for  aa  an  indemnification  for  the  rittk. 

Humber  of  Veaaeb  to  btpravidttL 

Clause  9.  Stipulates  tliat  tlie  contractors  must  supply,  to  the  saiisfaction  of  the  Postmaster 
General,  a  aofficiant-  namber  of  si&im  vesselfi.  'Uie  Cojmuiltee  au^igest  tiiat  the  number 
should  be  defined,  as  in.  the  Company '>>  other  eootraebi,  otherwist  a  Postmaaler  OommI 

might  in-i>t  that  lli.  Cuuipany  tilionld  be  [-re  n  ted  Aitli  nu  i  ideHnitp  nuinhpr  of  vessels  to 
Beet  all  accidents,  whenever  iboy  might  occur.  Tltree  vmseia  would  be  sutticieot  tor  the 
•ffieient  performnoee  of  the  vovteinplatMl  strvtee  under  aU.onlimry  eireaaulaiUMs. 

Alteration  of  Days  aud  Iluurs  of  JJeparture  and  ArrivaL 

Clause  13.  Such  alteration  must  not  necusBitate  tixe  employment  of  a  larger  number  ot 
-vessels  than  that  Hmited. 

Alteration  of  Senicefroin  a  Ticice-a- Month  to  a  Fortnightly  one. 

Clause  14.  An  addition  of  onc-twelflh  to  the  subsidy  might  not  be  a  sutEcient  compeup 
sation  for  this  alti  rati  m,  as  mi  extra  sh-p  iniL'lit  be  required  to  keep  ap  the  proper  tmes 
of  arrival  and  depnrture  at  Aden  aud  Boiubay. 

A  Steam  1%  to  bepTooided  foir  hmii&Kg  and  JBrnbarUng,  Me  MaUst  ifivqtured. 

Clause  23.    TIk  tc  is  no  wharf  at  Boniliay  at  which  n  SUniH  tUg  CKtk  be.    The  tumi 
eost  of  aucb  a  tug  would  not  be  Ii^b  tiiaii  2,ouu  L 

Term  of  the  Contract, 

Clniise  31.  Parties  tendering  are  rcqm  stf  d  to  stale  what  abatement  they  will  make  if 
the  teini  be  LX  tuiit'd  from  two  years  and  u-ludf  ta  five  or  seven  year*.  The  Committee 
cannot  advise  the  Bond  to  bind  the  Company  to  :iny  extia  cd  term ;  on  the  contnu^v 
they  deem  it  adviaahle  that  the  Company  should  have  the  option  of  determining  i^e  con- 
tract f>r  this  branch  service  concurrently  with  any  notice  which  it  may  become  necessary 
to  eivc  fur  determining  the  existing  contracts  for  the  ludu  am!  Chiiiu  p  .-ta!  -i  rv  lce. 

Such  un  option,  thty  submit,  is  essenliul,  because  they  feel  that  the  time  is  not  distant 
when,  for  the  protection  of  the  interests  of  their  c .  nstituents,  tlic  Directors  maybe  compdled 
to  require  a  revis^ion  of  the  India  and  China  postal  conlr.icts,  with  n  view  to  an  tneieaae 
of  the  remuneration  fbr  that  service,  or,  failing  in  that  object,  tu  ubaudon  it. 

In  support  of  this  o|>inion  the  ConiHiittee  heg  to  claim  the  attention  of  the  Board  to 

the  followiU'.;  facts  and  cjcumslanccs : — 

1st.  To  the  obvious  fact  that  the  CDst  t  *  tho  pabhc  o:'  -a  postal  si  rvice  must  always 
depend  on  the  amount  of  freight  and  passenger  Iralhc  \vh,i.  h  (  m  be  c  imibined  with  it.  U 
iUnatration  of  this  the  Committee  need  only  refer  t<i  the  hiiitury  oJ  the  Company':^  conr 
nection  with  the  Ijidia  postal  serrice.  That  service  was  commenced  about  '20  years  since,  at 
a  rate  ofsubsi  ly  of  -lO  <.  \ht  iinle.  With  such  a  rate  and  uith  new  vessels,  n  quinuL:  very 
little  outlay  U<(  repaira,  it  was  w.th  soiae  diliicuUy  that  a  divid'jn  I  of  7  per  cent,  l  ould  be 
afibrded  to  the  shareholders,  because  tbeii;  was  then  but  little  ireiv^'ht  aud  passenger  trafHc 
on  the  line.  The  Directors  gave  their  strenuous  attention  to  th  development  nf  ,i  Aieuht 
and  passe  .i:"pr  traffic,  and,  as  that  iiicp.'a^ed,  the  public  leapcJ  the  benctit  hi  a  dec4ea»e  of 
the  cost  of  the  postal  service,  insoinucii  that  t  e  mileage  rate  has  been  from  time  to  time 
rcdiiretl  from  '?,0  s.  to  its  present  rate  <if  only  4  .f .  6</. 

It  it>  neccssaiy,  in  reference  to  this  low  rate,  to  benr  in  mind  th.it  the  cuiiUacS.  f  ji  it  was 
obtained  in  tlie  iace  of  a  sevi  re  competition,  iiiconniL^e'!  bv  tho  Governnicnt  of  that  day, 
who  divided  the  service  into  a  number  ot  secli'ms,  invilitig  parties  of  t  onipaiMtively  small 
means  to  tender  rat  it ;  and  that  the  result  was  that  the  tend  r  of  this  Conii> my  for  tha  whole 

seiviee  n  fj  liie'l  was  found  fu  I)e  >i;,4U0/.  ]K'r  unnutn  huiort-  tiialofa?iy  otli.  r  .  ...ii;  ,  fiti,;,  as 
Stated  by  tUe  tiien  ChaocaUor  ol  lite  Exch^^aer  in  his  place  in  the  Jiousu  of  Cummous. 
0.43.  0  0  2  It 
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Am*  Hct  U  follows,  therefore,  that  looIuDg  to  the  shortest  time  at  which  their  contract  can  ter- 
minated,  ihe  public  will  have  realised  a  saving  of  not  less  than  one  million  sterling  by  the 
terms  on  which  the  Company  undertook  the  Krrioe  as  compared  with  what  other  pnrtiea 
leqoired  for  it. 

Sndly.  On  s  fenner  occasion  it  will  be  in  the  Tecollectioa  of  the  Board  that  the  Oom- 

mittcp  of  Mann^cment  suhmittccl  certain  data  to  show  thnf  thr";e  postaI-?erviee  (••mtracta 
caused  sm  h  an  increase  in  the  working  expenses  of  the  Ctmipauy,  and  m  fettered  it  in 
making  arrangemenU;  fur  increasing  the  freight  and  passenger  trutlic,  that  the  receipte  for 
thepoatal  service  did  not  aflford  an  adequate  compensation  for  their  drawbacks. 

Tne  Committee  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  recapitulate  those  details,  and  will  there- 
fore only  advert  to  the  cost  of  the  India  and  China  Iitie«,  uiui  th  '  proji  nil  ui  i  f  that  cost 
contributed  by  the  postal  service.  Tlie  total  earnings  o(  the  Company  on  those  lines 
for  the  last  12  months  amounted  to  1,850,000/.  which  was  only  sufficient  to  cnver  the 
expenses  of  ilie  line?,  and  yicli!  a  m  uleiafo  dividenil  to  the  shareholder*.  Of  tint  sum 
1,000,000 /.  was  d  rived  iiom  (rciLilu  aud  passenger  traffic,  and  only  230,000 /.  from  the 
postal  service. 

Now,  the  ConiMultee  feci  warranted  in  SMertii^  that  if  tbey  had  been  at  liberty  to  airangie 
the  moTements  of  the  Company's  vessels  In  the  roost  advantageous  manner  for  meeting  the 

requirements  fif  ihe  freight  and  |>assenger  trafRc.  aiul  at  the  same  time  for  reduriii_;  their 
workini;  expenses,  and  had  had  also  available  for  that  Uaific  the  lounugc  now  set  apart 
for  mail-rooms,  sorting-rooms,  and  the  cabins  occupied  by  postal  asents  and  their  servants, 
and  had  also  i>etii  ieli<  vLci  from  the  cost  of  their  maintenance,  an  amount  of  fx-pensp  would 
have  betu  saved,  aud  an  amount  of  increase  of  freight  and  pissane  moacy  ubtuined 
to  an  extent  which  would  have  improved  the  financial  position  of  liie  Company.  Indepen- 
dently of  these  considerations,  however,  a  circumstance  has  occurred  which  requires  the 
gravest  attention  of  the  Board  in  reference  to  the  measures  adverted  to  by  the  Committee. 

A  line  of  steamers  under  the  direct  support  of  the  French  Government,  and  Mibsi- 
dized  to  an  amount  live  times  that  of  the  mdeage  rate  received  by  this  Company,  is  on 
die  point  of  commencement  to  run  between  Sues  and  India,  and  China,  and  must  of  course 
come  into  competiticm  with  this  Company  on  its  most  important  lines  of  traffic. 

Without  desiring  to  exiiggerate  the  effect  of  these  French  lines  on  the  {msition  of  this 
Company,  ii  caimot  be  concealed  that  they  will  dejiiive  it  of  a  portion  of  lli  tt  commercial, 
say  freight,  and  passenger  traffic,  which  has  enabled  it  to  perform  the  uustai  service 
hitherto  at  so  low  a  rate;  and  that  if  that  service  is  to  be  cootinued  in  the  nands  of  this 
Company,  an  aiTfinientiUion  of  tin-  |)ayment  for  it,  in  some  proporiion  tr>  t!ie  anticipated 
diminution  of  freiglit  and  pai>^engei  tratiic,  must  be  made,  otherwise  u  will  be  better 
for  the  Company  to  be  relieved  from  it,  and  to  meet  the  competition  with  their  hands  free. 

In  closini;  these  observations  the  Committee  deem  it  not  iirelevant  to  remark,  that 
although  the  Company  have  been  always  ready  to  meet,  and  have  met,  the  competition 
of  private  enterprise  without  becking  or  receiving  any  adventitious  support,  they  consider 
that  when  it  has  to  encounter  the  competition  of  a  powerful  and  wealttiy  foreign  govern^ 
luent,  it  is  entitled  to  some  considemtion  from  its  own  Government  and  that  the  important 
public  service  which  it  has  for  m  many  ypars  satisfictorily  cvccutC'1,  with  other  important 
coliateral  services  rendered  on  urgent  national  ocuaMuns,  ought  not  to  be  forgotten,  and 
cannot  in  justice  be  overiooked. 

Cbnonenonneiif  ef  tte  Serviee, 

As  the  contract  will  not  be  binding  until  it  has  lain  upon  the  Table  of  the  Iloui^e  of 
Commons  for  one  month  without  disapproval,  unless  previous  to  the  lapse  of  that  period  it 
has  been  a|)proved  of  by  a  Besolntiou  of  the  House  (tee  Clause  S2),  any  commenoeaieat  of 
tile  service  should  only  De  fixed  for  a  reaionabte  time  subsequent  to  such  confirmaticNi. 

Suretiei. 

Clause  :!!).  Tt  i'?  presumed  ih-it  inoividnal  .surotii;s,  to  be  responsible  for  a  penalty  of 
10,000/.,  IS  a  requirement  not  intended  to  be  applicable  to  an  incorporateu  Company  like 
this,  possesamg  nearly  three  miUions  of  unencumbered  property. 

Cott  nf  the  Sermee. 

In  estimating  the  annual  sum  for  which  the  contemplated  service  may  be  undertaken, 
the  Board  will  bear  in  mind  that,  as  the  existing  semi-monthly  line  is  more  than  adequate 
for  all  the  freight  and  passenger  tralBe  on  the  Bombay  route,  and  that  even  should  any 
lucre  ise  of  tratiic  be  developed  by  the  additional  line,  there  will  be  no  niLa  is  of  through 
conveyance  for  it,  as  the  vessels  on  the  Calcutta  line  at  the  season  when  any  iucr  ■  ise  may 
be  ex|ieeted  on  theBomb.^y  line  are  generally  full,  and  have  no  room  at  Aden  ealier  for 
passengers  or  cnigo.  The  cost,  therefore,  of  this  additional  service  will  have  t  i  be  borne 
almost  entirely  by  the  postal  subsidy,  and  in  that  respect  tlie  Company  will  be  iu  u  i>iiuilar 
position  as  with  the  branch  line  between  Ceylon  and  Auatralia. 

(signed)       Ar.  Andersonm 
Ja9.  AUan. 
J.  A.  Oldhiff. 

H.  Lhnjhj. 
John  Jtitchie. 

10  October  186S. 
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No,  21. 

Mr.  MehiU  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Poet  Office. 

Sir,  India  Ofiioe,  21  October  1602. 

WiTB  reference  to  yoar  letter,  dated  the  17th  of  Aprti  iMt,  I  am  directed  by  the  Secretary 

of  State  for  fndia  in  Coiinril  to  aeqii.iirit  you,  fi)r  llif;  inrorm:itioii  of  Tier  Majesty's  Post- 
master General,  that  the  Governnaenl  oi  ludiu  and  ihe  GovernmLut  of  Bombay  riave 
i«portc(l  that,  up  to  the  let  September  last,  tlic  latest  date  allowed,  no  tender  had  l>eeti 
.received  for  the  perronnance  of  the  mail  service  between  Aden  and  Boiabt^Ti  specified  in 
the  notificatu  n  of  liei  Majesty's  Postmaster  General. 

I  am,  &c. 

The  Secretary,  General  Post  Office.  (signed)      J.  Cosmo  Melvill. 


Ho.  22. 

(17,94«— 18^2.) 

Mr.     Beel,  iue.f  to  the  Postmaster  General. 

My  Lord,  Treasury  Clmmbers,  16  December  1662. 

I  Av  deitirrd  by  the  lords  CommHsioneni  of  Her  Majesty's  Treamiry  to  state  that, 

under  the  rirciimst:tnces  set  forth  in  your  Lordship's  letter  of  the  iil  ultimo,  iliey  ^^iro  of 
opinion  that  it  is  not  desirable  to  Utkc  any  further  steps  at  the  present  iiuie  ni  the  matter  of 
the  additional  mail  serrioe  between  Aden  and  Bombay. 

1  am  furtlirr  to  state  thai  my  Lord*  approve  of  your  Lordship  entering  into  communica- 
tion with  the  Indmit  aullioriiies  nst  to  the  expediency  of  raising  the  postage  between  tliis 
country  and  India,  from  the  present  rate  of  6  <{.  to  1  s.  the  halfKiiinee  letter.' 

1  have,  &c. 

The  Fo&tmaster  General,  (eigned)      F.  Feel. 

Ac   tc.  ftcb 


No.  23. 

Mr«  mU  to  Mr.  Merivah. 

Sir,  General  Post  Office,  8  January  1863. 

Thb  Lords  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  h.ive,  no  doubt,  communicated  to  Sir  Charles 

\\"oorl  the  result  of  the  advertisements  which  were  issued  in  April  last  in  this  country  and 
in  India,  calling  for  tenders  for  additional  mail  service  between  Aden  and  Bombay,  and 
the  opinion  come  to  by  their  Lordships,  that  it  was  not  desirable  at  the  present  time  to  tdie 
any  further  steps  in  this  matter. 

In  forwardinsT  to  the  TreHSUry  the  only  tender  sent  in  for  this  additional  line  of  packets, 
the  PostnuisttT  (leneral  rec  iiuntiidLd  iliat,  in  order  to  place  the  Iiulia.ii  packet  service  in 
a  position  in  witich  more  money  could  properly  be  expended  upon  it,  and  to  admit  of  the 
line  to  Bombay  being  made  weekly  when  a  good  opportunity  shall  presNit  itself,  the  Indian 
Govemmeiit  shouid  bf  consulted  on  the  cxppdiency  <:f  raising  the  postage  between  this 
comitry  and  India  generally  from  6  d.  the  halt-ounce  letter  to  1 ».,  the  inland  rates  to  be  us 
at  present,  viz.,  1  d.  fur  the  United  Kingdom  and  1  if.  for  India,  and  the  reiiMuning  10  ifL  to 
be  considered  as  sea  postage. 

Lord  Stanley  of  Alderley  pointed  out  to  their  Lordshi[)g  tliat  the  resnlt  of  a  similar 
alteration  in  (he  posture  to  China,  Hong  Kong,  Siu;;apon  ,  and  Puiianu,  made  in  August 
1661,  had  been  nearly  to  double  the  atuouot  of  sea  postage,  and  that  if,  as  is  probable,  a  corre* 
spending  increase  should  tske  place  in  the  amount  of  sea  postage  on  the  Indian  correspond- 
ence,  u  very  inmnrtant  i^tcp  w  ould  have  been  taken  towards  rendering  the  whole  Indian 
packet  service  selt-sujipoitiiig. 

Their  Lordships  have  accordingly  authorised  Lord  Stanley  to  place  himself  in  communi- 
cation with  Sir  Charles  Wood  on  this  subject^  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  how  far  the 
Government  of  India  are  prepared  to  concur  in  each  an  hierense  of  postage. 

His  Lordship  desires  nic  lo  add,  thril  experience  has  shown  that  the  rate  of  Cd. 
generally  too  low  tor  letters  carried  by  packet  over  long  distances  by  sea,  and  it  is  intended 
on  the  1st  April  next  to  increase  the  postagie  on  letters  between  this  country  and  the  We»t 
indies  from  6  </.  to  I  s.  per  half-ounce  letter. 

In  connection  with  this  alteration  in  the  packet  rate,  I  am  lurthcr  lo  proposu  a  re- 
arrangement of  the  scale  for  charging  postage  upon  iettirs  above  one  ounce  in  weignt 
transmitted  between  the  United  Kingdom  and  India.   At  present  such  letters  are  charged 
nicording  to  the  scale  of  weight  in  nse  with  regard  to  British  Inland  letters,  vis. 

Letters  not  cxrccdini  J  oz.      -       -       -       -       -       -       -       -       i  rate. 

„     above  i  oz.  and  not  exceeding  1  oz.       -       -      -      -      -       2  rates. 

above  1  oz.  but  not  exceeding  2  oz.       -       -      -      »      -      4  rates. 
And  so  on,  two  additional  rates  being  charged  for  each  additional  ounce. 

By  this  scale  a  letter  exceeding  one  ounce,  even  to  the  smallest  extent,  is  cbai^euble  with 
four  rates  the  Mine  as  ti  ktter  just  within  the  weight  of  two  ounces. 
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.▲pp.No.1.         With  nspect  to  Inland  letters  this  »  of  Jittle  imporlance,  the  postage  l^ng  very  Ion-; 
—         but  as  r>  gards  letters  going  abrtMid  the  case  it  difierent.   ThtM,  if  the  single  rate  of  postage 
to  the  East  Indies  be  raised  i  >  1  s.,  tlie  Itast  n<!i!ilion  to  a  letUr  wcli^hing;  oneOUOOe  WOttH, 
by  the  present  scale,  subject  the  letter  to  an  additional  pustuue  oi  2  s. 

To  prevent  ao  sudden  and  large  an  increase  of  p  leta^e,  which  may  be  made  a  giround  of 
complaint,  it  propo«!od  that,  ;\hfii  the  p  istnce  to  the  Ea-l  Indies  is  alterr-il,  a  scsilf  of 
weisjht  he  adoj>t^^d  navini;  lialt  an  ounce  as  .la  unit  ttin  u^hout  the  |X>9la>;c,  to  ddv.ince  by 
single  rates. 

On  this  plan,  a  letter  sent  by  packet,  and  wetgiiio^  more  than  1  oz.,  bat  under  1|  oa., 
would  be  liable  U*  a  postage  of  3«.  trntead  of  4«. ;  and  if  exeeedine;  2  oas.,  but  under  2}  oas., 

to  a  postage  of  bs,  instea  I  nf  C>s.,  and  .su  mi. 

Such  an  altorntii>n,  while  it  would  uticct  only  n  comparatively  small  number  of  letters, 
and  cou'd  not  tliorcf  >re  entail  much  loss  of  revenue,  wunld  be  an  e\trn<-inii  of  a  principle 
already  ndnpli  !  in  ili<'  (  onrspo  (!i  nee  between  this  country  and  France,  Italy,  Spain, and 
Portuiral,  VIZ.,  that  of  advancing  throughout  the  scale  of  cliaijje  by  single  rates  of  po.-tage, 
sind  oil  the  1st  of  April  next,  a  similar  dtMatlon  will  be  made  in  the  scale  of  postage  to  tiie 
We«t  Indies. 

It  would  be  very  desiinble,if  the  Indian  OoTemment  acqineaee  in  the  arransements  noir 
proposed,  to  carry  them  into  operation  also  on  the  I«t  of  Aprit  oat. 

I  am,  &e. 

HenMD  Mc  rivale,  Esq.,  C.8.,  («gaed)  F.miL 

India  Office. 


No.  24. 

Mr.  R  ma  to  Mr.  Mr  rivnle. 

Sir,  General  Post  Office,  9  January  18'?3. 

Ri;i  laiuiNG  to  my  leltiT  of  the  fc-th  lastaiit,  I  am  directed  by  the  Postmaster  (ieneral  to 
request  thai,  in  any  communication  which  Sir  Charles  Wood  may  make  to  the  Government 
of  India  upon  the  proposal  to  raise  the  single  rate  of  postage  for  letters  between  this  country 
and  India  from  ea.  to  1 1.,  and  to  alter  the  scale  of  weight  for  charging  such  letters,  he  win 
be  sjood  enough  to  slatr  that  it  is  not  iiitt'iuled  lo  alter  the  regulatitjo  which  now  exists  of 
iorwaiding  unpaid  and  insulbcienily  paid  letters,  charged  with  tiie  tine  of  a  single  rate  in 
addition  to  the  ordinary  postage,  further  than  10  make  the  fine  in  such  eases  insteml  of 
0{f.,  as  at  pi%sent 

Herman  Merivale,  Esq.,  cb.,  (signed)      F.  MilL 

India  OIBoB. 


Mr.  ilfir>tNi2r  to  the  Secretaiy  to  the  Poat  Office. 

Sir,  India  Office,  S.W.,  81  January  1969, 

I  HAVE  Inid  before  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  in  Council  Mr.  Frederick  Hitt'a 
letters,  dated  the  8th  and  8th  instant,  bringing  under  consideration  the  question  of  an  in* 
crraae  in  the  rate  of  postuire  between  this  country  and  India,  principally  as  being  likely  to 
afford  the  means  of  introducing  various  impioTcinents  into  the  postal  arrangements 
be i ween  the  two  oottntrieSi  and  as  tending  to  make  the  whole  India  postal  servioe  Mll^p* 
porting. 

In  reply,  I  nm  dtreeted  to  state  that  Sir  Charles  Wood  cannot  express  any  opinion  on 

this  |>rop')9id  without  previous  communication  wiih  the  Government  of  India.  Tie  ha>^ 
acciiidin^ly  forwarded  a  co]>y  of  Mr.  F.  Hill's  letter  to  that.  Government,  and  will  acquaint 
you  w  ith  the  result  of  the  re'l'ience,  «nd  With  the  decision  to  which  he  may  nltimatdy  come, 
at  the  euriiest  possible  period. 

I  am,  &c., 

The  Secretary,  General  Post  Office.  (algned)      .fiennan  Mera^. 


No.  26. 

Mr.  F.mUUt  Mr.  Jfedcnfr. 

Sir,  General  Post  Offi.  e,  4  May  1863. 

I  AM  directed  br  the  Postmaster  General  to  request  that  you  will  draw  the  attention  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  in  Council  to  the  letter  which  I  bad  the  honour,  by  desire 

of  his  Lordship,  to  addiess  to  you  on  ihc  iJlh  January  1863,  brin<:itii:  nndir  coiisidi  niti(-n 
the  question  uf  raisiu;^  the  rate  of  postage  ou  letters  between  this  couutry  and  India  from 
ttLtoJs.  the  ha]f-.ounce  letter. 

In 
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In  reply  to  that  letter.  Sir  Cliarles  Wood  stated  that  he  woidd  refer  the  question  for  tlie      App.  No.  !• 

coMideratioii  of  the  Government  of  Jndiu,  and  would  communicate  tbe  result  Ui  the  Post<   

master  General,  bnt  up  to  this  ttme  noihtns:  further  has  been  heard  on  tht*  subjeot 

As  Sir  Cliiirli  s  Wood  is  piolnbly  iiu  urc.a  V(rv  trrncral  df'sirf  has  recently  been  exprc^sv  .' 
that  the  miiils  for  India,  instead  of  boing  dis|>atehed  four  timcij  in  each  calendar  montit, 
abould  be  dispniehed  weekly,  and  should  be  made  up  in  London  on  a  fixed  day  in  each 
wei'k,  S'O  ai  to  obviate  the  iooooveaience  now  experifiDoed  whan  the -ngtilar  day  of  dispatch 
falls  on  Sunday. 

A  !-iii:iicir  proposal  liad  previously  br«n  made  by  the  IihIm  Petit  Ofhce,  and,  irrt-spei-tive  of 
these  applications,  the  change  has  long  been  desired  by  this  department  for  tbe  sake  both  of 
the  pablic  and  of  its  own  coiiTement*,  bnt  the  Postmaster  General  has  been  dvlerred  from 

recouiniRnding  the  alteration  from  the  cuiifiid^ration  thaf  it  wi»ii|d  entiiil  n  larp;i'  ;ul  itimial 
expiiiijf,  from  30,000/.  to  4o,utio/.  a  year,  whereas  even  now  the  service  is  atti  iid<  d  witn  a 
heavy  lo«8. 

Under  tlie  circttnMtanoes  Lord  Stanley  of  Alderley  ragards  it  M  ii*dit|>eo«able  UiAt  the 

change  in  question  should,  if  it  be  made,  be  accoDipamed  with  ihe  itiiifeaae  in  poaiage,  re- 
coniiiicndeJ  in  uiv  letter  of  January  THii^,  ubovt-  n  furred  to,  but,  if  th its  increase  be  con- 
sented to,  bis  Lordfihip  believes,  owiug  to  tlie  rvdnced  cost  dt  which,  in  cou8tqu<  noe  of  the 
incrnajMd  ttraffic  with  IndiSi  raob  a  meanure  could  now  be  eflected,  tbnt  it  will  be  prae- 
ticabli-  not  merely  to  lirivp  a  wtekly  mnil  to  India  L^encrallv,  but  a  wtekly  nmil  to  Bombay, 
an  improvement  which,  as  Sir  Charles  Wood  is  aware,  has,  tor  souio  \ci\rH,  bcvu  earueetly 
desired  by  the  Indian  Government. 

I  am  accordin);iy  desired  to  requeat  Uiat  Sir  Charles  Wood  will  endeavour  to  obtain  the 
a»8efit  ofthe  Indna  Qoreratnent  to  aiieh  aagnieirtathjn  without  further  delay,  in  onfer  that 
tilt'  Postmaster  General  may  be  in  a  poaitioa  to  make  theae  important  alierttiona  as  soon  as 
possible. 

The  change  to  a  weekly  mail  the  Packet  Company  state  they  could  make  on  a  notice  ot 
about  two  months-  and  Lord  Statiley  has  reason  to  hope  that,  in  a  few  months  from  this 

time,  a  weekly  maii  to  Bombay  might  be  establlsbed. 

(atgned)      E  BUL 

Herman  Merival^£6q.»&Jka 
India  Offiea. 


Mr.  F.  mi  to  Mr.  MhmttL 

Sir,  GfrHLTal  Poj^t  Otfice,  30  January  ISO.'). 

Tbs  Diieotors  of  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  fjteam  ^^avMjoXion  Compauy  hare  no 
daobt  seen  in  the'^Timea"  newspaper  a  copy  of  a  memorial  adareaaed  to  the  rostmaater 
Generid,  and  dated  the  iith  iiist.,  uit^inL:  n  change  in  the arrangemaDia  for  djapatchii^  from 
London  the  East  India,  Lhiua,  aud  Australian  mails. 

LotiLead  of  the  present  system,  under  which  four  mails  are  diepiatched  in  each  moi^th,  on 
fix«d  days  of  ithe  mooib,  the  memorialists  ati^eat  that  the  mails  for  India  should  be  made 
up  on  some  fixed  day  in  each  week,  the  China  mails  being  sent  away  by  each  alternate 
dispatch,  and  the  Australian  mails  by  every  fuurlli  <!i:ipatcti. 

jjhi'  Postmaster  General  would  be  glad  if  the  Directors  would  consider  thi.s  sugtrot-tioit 
■ad  would  famish  him  with  their  obaervation^  up<iii  it,  at -the  same  time  stating  how  liir  the 
cban;:e  would  render  x\pc&ii?-:iry  an  increase  in  the  amount  now  paid  to  the  Peninsular  and 
Oju>,fct.ti  Cuiupjtuy  uu  accuuul  oi  theac  several  ujuil  >crvices. 

1 1  would  be  of  assistance  in  tbe  consideration  of  the  matter  if  the  Directors  would  cause 
vmo  pr«  fartnd  time  tattles  to  be  prepaced,  showing  the  arrivals  and  departures  throughout, 
fraai  London  to  Sydney  and  bark*  ona  table  being  conatnictcd  on  tbe  asMimption  that  the 
service  between  Puint  de  Grille  and  Sydney  is  every  &urth  week,  and  the  other  that  that 
service  is  uerfornir d  in  cv<  ry  alternate  week. 

(signed)     F,  HUL 

C.  W.  UoweU,  E«i., 
Peninsular  aod  Oriental  Steam  Navig'ation  Company. 


No.  28, 

Mr.  Cooper  to  the  Postmaster  Gem  ral. 

3,  Brunn's  Buildiajs,  Liveipool, 
My  Lord,  14  February  1866. 

1  AM  instructed  by  the  Liverp(K)i  East  India  and  China  Association  respectfully,  to  draw 
joor  LnrdBhip's  atteniinn  to  the  advisability  of  hairing  a  fixed  day  In  the  week  (or  the 

dispatch  of  tnc  overland  mails  for  India  and  China  vid  Murseilles,  tliia  arranij^ement  being 
more  suitable  tti  the  habits  and  requirements  of  men  of  Uu-itiess  than  the  present  plan, 
which  ioTolvee  some  uncertainty,  especially  when  the  usu:d  catr  tails  on  a  Snndsy. 

The  proposal  conveyed  in  the  memorial  of  the  11th  of  January  from  several  London 
firms,  m.,  that  the  mails  should  be  dispatched  from  London  on  the  evening  of  each  Friday, 
seems,  ui  the  upiniou  of  ibis  associaiiuu,  to  be  one  which  is  most  likely  to  meet  the  conveni- 
ence of  Government  and  to  suit  tbe  interests  of  the  commercial  community,  and  consequently 

0.4a.  004  thia 
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App.  No.  I.  association  instructs  me  to  support  tlie  prayer  of  tho  aforc!>aid  putition,  and  to  exjn>js» 

the  liope  that  your  Lordship  will  be  able  to  give  the  matter  your  early  and  £ivourable 

oonsidemtion.  ,  . 

1  am,  &c. 

(itigned)     j;  it  C^fMr,  Secretory. 

To  die  Riuht  Honourable  the  Lord  Sti>nley  of  Alderloyy 
HerMiyeity's  Pofitmaater  General. 


No.  29. 

Mr.  F.  Mill  to  Mr.  Cooper. 

*^ir,  Greneral  Post  Office,  18  February  ISGo. 

1  A.M  directed  bv  the  Posimaster  Generid  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
14th  inRtuit,  in  wiiieb  yon  itate  that  the  Liverpool  East  India  and  Chma  AModatioir 
rt'commcnd  the  substitution  of  a  weekly  mail  to  India,  China,  &c.,  for  I'le  existing  mail 
four  times  a  month,  and  refer  to  the  memorial  on  this  subject  which  was  forwarded  to  thifr 
department  on  the  20th  ultimo,  and  I  an  toacf^oaiat  you,  in  reply,  that  this  matter  i«  under 
hie  Lordahip'a  consideratioo. 

I  am,  &C. 

J.  B.  Cooper,  Esq.  (ngned)      F,  BSL 


No.  30, 

Mr,  Hovcell  to  the  iecrcLary  to  the  Post  Office. 

Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam  Navigation  Compaay, 
Offices,  122,  Lt'adeiihull->tieet^  London,  EG>, 
Sir,  18  February  1866. 

I  HAYB  the  honour,  by  order  of  the  Directors,  to  aeknowledee  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  30tli  uUimo  (TS^o.  f)7  Q.),  with  rofLrence  to  a  memorial  wliich  has  recently  b?en 
addressed  to  the  Postmustcr  General,  sul; {resting  that  instead  of  the  present  system  under 
which  four  overland  mails  are  dispatched  in  each  calondar  nwMAtb,  they  should  ha  nmde  op 
on  some  fixed  day,  say  Friday,  in  each  week. 

In  compliance  with  his  Lordship's  wishes  the  Direcfam  have  given  fhev  careful  con- 
sideration to  this  question,  and  they  have  cavsed  the  accompanying  jiro  firmA  time  tntdes 
to  be  prepared  for  his guidance. 

It  appears  lo  the  Directors  that,  as  far  as  regards  the  India  and  CShina  services,  the  sug- 
gested alteration  conid  be  c  irried  into  effect  without  much  trouble  nr  preparation,  and  that 
the  departure*  fu  ni,  mul  arnvuls  at,  the  terminal  ports,  and  the  jiorts  of  junction,  would 
accord  entirely  with  tlnj  weekly  system.  They  have  not,  however,  been  able  to  dei^  Ml^ 
scheme  by  nbicb  the  plan  could  be  made  to  wofk  satisfactorily  in  rexpect  to  the  conunum- 
cation  with  the  Australian  Coloiues. 

The  extra  strucc  which  would  be  entailed  upon  the  Company  under  the  ^iutrgested 
arrangetiitiit  would  be  equivalent  to  one-twelfth  of  the  present  annual  mileage  (1,236,048), 
say  103,004  miU-8,  and  although  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  revenue  from  passnge  money  and 
freight  would  increase  in  proportion  to  the  extra  work  to  he  performed,  the  Directors  would 
be  willing  to  undertake  it  as  an  experiment  at  the  existing  uiilcage  rate,  say  for  35,024  I 
per  annum,  subject  to  the  conditions  stated  in  the  last  paragraph  of  this  letter. 

It  will  be  observed,  upon  reference  to  the  accompanying  pro  formA  time  tables  for  the 
Ceylon  and  Sydney  line,  that  the  effect  of  the  proposed  altemtion  would  be  to  rsdtice  the 
Btav  of  the  etVame'rs  at  Sydney  from  38  to  15  da]^,  and  to  prolong  their  way  at  Pomt  de 
Gaile  from  6  to  21  days. 

As  the  vessels  have,  in  order  to  maintain  tiie  contract  speed,  to  be  docked  at  Sydney 
every  voyage,  the  Directors  are  doubtful  ivhether  a  stay  of  15  days  would  be  suffieient  for 
that  purpose,  and  for  cffectinp^  the  needful  repairs  and  refit ;  and  they  further  apprehend 
that  the  result  ot"  lyin^'  t2i  (Iay>  in  lialle  Harbour,  where  the  bottoms  of  shijjs  l>ecoaic  fool 
perhaps  wore  rapidly  than  in  any  other  waters  in  the  east,  would  be  to  retard  them  con- 
stderahly  on  ^e  downward  voyage,  and  thus  to  diminish  the  shortened  stay  ut  Sydney 
allowed  in  the  lime  table. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  Direetors  mui^t  couteuiplate  the  necessity  of  placing  a 
fourth  steamer  upon  the  line,  involving  un  additional  expense  of  about  35,000 per  annum, 
which  would  of  course  he  chaigeable  to  the  public,  and  hould  this  become  requisite,  or 
should  the  additional  receipts  from  freight  and  pas>aL;e  money  prove  inadequate  to  the 
extra  woik  ro  I)e  |u  i furuied,  the  Directors  reserve  to  themselves  the  ri-ht  of  elaiming  the 
restoration  of  the  present  sysleui,  or  a  revision  and  modification  nf  the  scheme  as  regards 
the  amount  of  suosidy  to  be  paid  for  it*  upon  giving  due  notice  to  Her  Majesty's  Posfe- 
maiter  GeneraL 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)      C  If*  Bowett,  Secretafy. 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  General  Post  Office. 
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Pbo  FobmI  TncE  Tablb.<-»Cbtlok  and  Stdnbt  Limb. 
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MttMojUAL  to  tbe  Fostmaater  Oenenil  frooi  Mercfaants,  Buiken,  aud  oUier»  at  Mudnw. 

My  Lord,  Madras,  11  Mar<:li  iHti  j. 

We,  the  ondersigDed  nBerchants,  bankers,  and  others  reHident  in  Madrat*,  and  having 
basinrffs  oonnectton«  with  various  parta  of  Etiro|>e,  have  learned  with  deep  intereiit  that  a 

nifin  riril  has  be<"n  preseniei!  to  your  Lordship  liy  tl>e  le.idiiiL  firms  m  London  ensajri  fl  in 
the  tnidr-  with  the  East,  sug^oitiog  ibat  tbe  eastern  luaila  >-ball  be  dispatched  front  London 
,  once  a  week  instead  of  four  timea  «  moDllv  and  that  the  timA  fiied  for  tbe  weekly  dispatch 

shall  he  Friday  evenintr. 

In  the  reasons  liiveii  by  the  London  memorialists  for  the  derired  alteration  we  entirely 
coiK  ur,  ;ii  d  wi_  louk  upon  it  nut  iii  thL  liuht  ■  t  a  li.er  mi  lition  to  the  nniu'-ierof  mails  dis- 
patched annually,  but  rather  as  likely  to  add  matciially  U>  the  value  of  the  advices  conveyed 
to  ua  by  each  mail. 

A  <  orrcspoiKling  werkly  dispatch  from  IiK^in  wntild,  of  course,  be  tlic  complement  of  this 
arruugement,  and  your  memorialists  trust  that  the  day  oi  departure  frum  Calcutta  would  be 
ao  fixed  as  to  avert  the  pooaibilhy  of  the  steamer's  stay  of  i*  hours  at  Madras  ftlling  oa 
Sunday. 

Your  memoiialiats  desire  to  commend  the  proposal  to  your  Lofdehip's  favourable  oen- 

sideraiion,  and  to  express  their  conviction  that  its  udoj^jtion  would  call  forth  the  gratitude 
not  oiily  ol  the  conuuercsiai  community,  but  also  of  all  European  residents  who  havi-  ties  of 
kindred  or  friem^ip  with  the  land  of  their  birth. 

We  have,  Ac 

[Here  fellow  the  signatnneB.} 

To  the  Ri;;lit  Honourable  Lord  Stanley  of  A!derl«y, 
Her  ]i£yeaty's  Postmaster  General,  London. 


No.  32. 

Mr.  Cbeptr  to  the  Postmaster  Geiteial. 

My  Lord,  3,  Brown's  Buildings,  Livcrpon',  ft  M.  y  18fir.. 

Yot  i<  Lordship's  letter  of  tbe  18th  February  (No.  653o),  in  reply  to  the  nieniorial  of  the 
£ast  Lulia  and  China  Associalion  of  the  14th  February  wa>  duly  laitt  before  the  Oommitteev 
since  whicli  period  no  announcement  has  been  made  eitlier  in  public  or  private  th:<t  your 
Lordship  bad  arrived  at  any  decision  in  the  matter  of  the  dispatch  of  tiii  outward  muils  for 
Indirt  evei  v  Friday  instead  of  four  linic-^  p<  i  monllt. 

I  au)  therefore  instructed  again  re.^'pectfully  to  draw  your  Lordship's  attention  to  tli« 
subject,  in  the  hope  that  your  Lordship  will  favourably  rotertain  and  sanction  the  proposed 
alteration. 

I  am  furtlier  lutitruclid  to  impress  upou  your  Lordship  the  fuct  that  whilst  there  only  a 
bi-monthly  mail  to  Bombay  there  is  a  weekly  one  to  and  from  Calcutta,  but  that  in  run- 
sequence  of  the  greater  time  ocscapied  by  the  Calcutta  or  direct  line  the  letters  sent  by  that 
route  ai  rive  little,  if  at  all,  before  those  by  the  sobeequent  Bombay  mail,  while  tlie  home- 
ward direct  iiini!  dispatched  from  Calcutta  sonietimcH.  on  the  stauje  day  as  that  on  v.  iiicb 
what  wobid  be  the  succeeding  mail  vtd  Bombay  ieuveii,  making  the  accommodation  little 
better  than  a  bi-monthly  mail. 

I  am  conpcquentlv  directed  to  convey  to  yniir  L(jiil--hlp  the  earnest  praver  of  this 
ABsociation  thai  the  luaila  tor  India  be  dispatciied  every  Lnday  from  London,  that  the 
advui)ta;;e  of  a  weekly  moil  be  extended  to  Bombay,  and  that,  for  the  sske  of  gnwler 
dispatch,  tiie  entire  iudtan  correspondence  past  through  Bombay. 

I  have,  &C. 
(signed)      J,  B.  Coojter,  Secretary. 

To  ihe  Hisfht  Honourable  Lord  Stanley  of  Alderky, 
Her  Majesty's  Postmaster  Qcnerai. 


No.  98. 

Mr.     BiU  to  Mr.  Mmvaie. 

Sir.  General  Post  Office,  4  May  1805. 

1  AH  directed  by  tbe  Poatxuaster  General  lo  request  that  you  will  draw  tbe  attention  of 
thf  Secretary  of  State  for  India  in  Coiradl  to  the  letter  whkib  1  had  tbe  honour,  by  desue 

of  his  Lord>lii]>,  to  atldreflf  to  yon  on  the  Sth  January  1863,  bringini:  under  considi  ration 
the  que?tioii  o(  niiHing  the  rate  of  postage  on  letters,  between  this  country  and  Intlia,  fruoi 
64f.  to  1 .1,  the  ballWtunce  letter. 
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In  reply  to  that  letter,  Sir  Charlea  Wood  stated  that  he  would  refer  the  question  fur  the      A.pj»-  i 
considerutiuti  of  the  U  )vcrnnient  of  India,  and  would  communicate  the  result  to  the  Post-  — 
ma^'tti  (  Jeiicral ;  hut  up  to  this  time  nothing  furllier  has  be^-n  Iicard  nn  the  subject. 

Ah  Sir  Charles  Wood  is  probably  aware,  a  very  general  desire  has  recently  be«a  expressed 
that  the  mails  for  India,  instead  of  beintr  <!ispatfbed  four  times  in  «aeli  calendar  month, 
should  be  dispatched  ^voekly,  an»l  "shotild  be  mndi'  up  in  London  on  a  fixed  dav  in  e?i("h 
week,  so  as  to  obviate  the  incon%''  nience  now  experjtuced  when  the  regular  day  ot  dii^^jatcb 
fiilln  on  Sniidiiy. 

A  similar  prupot'al  hud  previously  been  made  b^  the  India  Host  Office^  and,  irrsBpective 
uf  these  applications,  hits  long  been  deBir(»d  by  this  Department,  for  the  sake  hoth  «^  the 
pub  ic  and  of  U>  own  coiivcnirni  <  ;  bul  'lu'  roRtiiiiistei  General  has  been  deterred  lr  >  n 
reconmicudmg  the  alteration  from  the  consiideratioa  that  ii  would  entail  a  large  additiooal 
esp<>n8e  (from  S0,000/;  to  40,009/.  ■  year),  whereas,  even  now  th«  service  is  attended  with 
a  heavy  los-s. 

Under  ti)c  cin  uriist.;i.i(  <'s,  Lord  Staiili  y  ol  Aldcrl  y  re<;ardR  tt  as  iiidi.spcnsabli'  tl>at  the 
diSl^  in  question  slicwld,  if  it  be  niadf-,  be  acconipaiiicd  witli  the  inerease  in  postage 
ittcommended  m  my  letter  of  January  1808,  above  retierred  to;  but,  il  this  increase  be 
cotisentttd  to,  his  Lordship  believes,  owing  to  the  rednced  cost  at  which,  in  oooseqaence  of 
the  increasea  tnillic  with  India,  such  a  int  ^siue  coulil  now  be  effected,  tJiat  it  will  be  [iracr 
ticable,  uo(  tiierely  lo  have  a  w»dJy  luail  to  India  geutrraliy,  but  a  wete^ly  aiad  to  iiauibay, 
an  Lmprcveiiieut  \vh:eh,  a»  Sir  Chsdes  Wood  ia  awsrs,  has  ibr  aorae  yeaia  he«a  eaioMtiy 
desired  bv  the  Iiubun  Govcinnuait. 

I  uii)  accoidiiiL;  1 V  ucfirid  to  letjiifs;  tljai  Sir  Cvharles  Woftd  wiil  endeavour  in  obtani  the 
asi^riit  of  the  Inidaii  C'overnmeiit  to  such  augrncntati  fi  withoui  fuilher  delu'i,  in  urdei  tlinL 
the  Postmaster  General  may  be  in  a  position  to  make  these  imporlanl  alterations  as  soon  us 
possible. 

The  t  han:;e  to  .i  weeklv  niail,  the  P  icket  (]^<ira|)auy  ^^lutc  tiiey  could  niakr  on  a  notice  of 
^hout  two  uiuutlui,  Hiid  Lufd,  Suuiey  ba^  reitMJU  to  Uo|>t^  tliat,  in  a  lew  moutlis  trom  Uus 
t|ne,  a  weekly  mail  to  Boatbay  migpt  be  eatsblisbcd. 

T  am,ftrC. 

Herman  Merivuie,  I'.sq.,  C.B.,  (signed)       M.  SUL, 

ftc     c<cc.  iicc. 
India  Office. 


THoi  34. 

Mr.  F.  BiU  to  Mr.  Chsper. 

Sir.  General  Post  OtHce,  23  May  1866. 

Iv  acknowledging  the  recei|it  of  your  fiirther  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  I  am  directed  by 
Ae  Postmaster  (ienetal  to  tntorm  you  that,  before  coming  to  any  decision  npon  the  question 

of  dis[)uic!iiiig  the  mails  fit  tlie  East  Indies  from  London  on  flie  evening  of  every  Friday, 
instead  of  tour  times  in  caeli  month,  many  inquiries  were  necessary,  and  some  of  them  are 
notyet  eompleted. 

The  arrangement  is  one  which  would  certainly  be  advantageous  to  the  public,  .md  con- 
venient to  this  Departuieni  \  but  hitherto  the  Postmaster  General  has  been  deterred  from 
ado^)tinL;  it  owint^  to  the  largft  addifinntl  eayciae  which  it  woulA  cause  in  aaerrioe  alresdy 
entailini}  a  heavy  losi*. 

liis  Lordship,  however,  has  now  holies  from  the  suoeeHfnl  result  of  an  increase  of  postage 
to  some  ofhet  distant  coinitries  and  colonics,  that  by  the  adoption  of  a  similar  measure  in 
the  case  of  India,  not  outv  may  the  present  packet  service  be  made  weekly,  but  additional 
packets  may  be  anbsidisea,  lo  as  to  obtain  a  weekly  service  to  Bombay. 

I  aui,  itC. 

J.  B.  Cooper,  Esq.,  («»ned)      F.  MUL 

East  India  and  China  Association,  Liverpool. 


N0.S6. 

Mr.  Mm»ab  to  the  Seeretaiy  to  tha  Poet  Office; 

Si't  India  Office,  ts-VV.,  27  May  1866. 

I  AM  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  in  (Juimeil  to  transmit  to  yon  the 
aeconqmnymg  memorial,  addressed  by  the  members  of  the  Bonib.i)  Chamber  of  Commerce 
to  Her  Majesty's  Postmaster  General,  and  forwarded  10  ihis  ottice  by  the  Government  of 
Bombay  for  favourable  consideration,  rehiitve  to  ibe  eatahliahment of  ti  weekly  mail  lervioe 
between  England  and  Bombay. 

The  Saaataiy,  General  Post  OflEee.  (Rgned)™'  ^Bermm  MtrMt. 
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Eacloaure  iu  No.  36. 
MiMOXiAL  to  ihe  Pofltmaiter  General  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Botubaj. 
To  the  Right  HonouiaUe  Lord  iSlaalay  ttfAMahif^  Her  M^esty's  PostmaBtrr  General. 

The  Memorial  of  the  Members  of  ibe  Bombay  Cliaiuber  of  Commerce, 
Respectfully  showeth. 

That  the  Bombay  Chamber  ol  Coaimcrcc  hasltiirued  with  deep  interest  and  satiefactioc 
tbut  the  principal  merchants  and  bankeis  of  London  having  trading  and  monetary  relation»> 
with  lodia  ana  the  East,  have  addressed  a  memorial  to  your  Lordship  praying  fur  the 
eatabUshmentof  aweeUy  nail  lo  India  on  icgular  fixed  daya  of  ibeweek,  and  pointing 
out  Friday  as  the  day  which,  Ibr  all  mereantile  and  general  purpoaea,  would  be  found  most 
convenient. 

2.  That  the  reasons  set  forth  in  the  Lontton  memorial,  tor  the  e&iabiishnient  of  a  weekly 
nail  to  India  on  a  fixed  day  of  the  week,  have  the  entire  concurrence  of  the  Chamber,  and 
they  earnestly  hope  that  it  may  be  in  your  Lordship's  power,  in  furtherance  of  the  great 
intereflts  ooncerDed,  to  comply  with  the  suggestion  and  tne  wislies  of  the  memorialists  at  an 
early  dmte. 

3.  That  the  rensnns  given  in  the  London  nu  iiiorial  for  a  weekly  mail  to  India  on  :.  freed 
day  of  tiie  week,  apply  with  equal  force  m  support  of  the  establiiibmeut  of  a  weekly  mail  to 
Kigiand  fron  this  side  of  India. 

4.  That  the  want  of  weekly  mail  communication  from  Bombay  to  England  has  been  long 
fd^  and  the  recent  completion  ol  tel^raphic  oommunicaiion  between  India  and  England 
m4  die  Persian  Gulf,  has  now  made  more  frrquent  meani  of  postal  oommunieatiion  with 
Eiigliii.d  tlian  at  present  exist  Iron  Bom1]ayi--u  first  neceauty  for  the  aatia&elory  Inn^ 

action  oi  mercantile  business. 

5.  That  the  'geographical  position  of  Bombay,  its  proximity  to  Europe  as  compared  with 
the  other  prei-idincy  (owns,  and  the  conveyance  of  the  leading  Indian  lines  of  railway  now 
nt|  ii1y  ten(  ir)i.  tcAvnrd^  ('oiii})lLt:(>i),  all  point  t«i  it  aa  the  fitting  CKlrejtM  for  weekly  postal 

ccuinjunicatKin  bclwecu  India  and  Europe. 

Your  memorialists,  in  supporting  the  London  memorial,  and  asking  for  the  complement 
of  the  t-auie  by  prLiyiiig  ter  llie  ebtiibli^liiiient  of  a  correspoiidiiig  weekly  dispatch  ol  mails 
irom  Bombay,  desire  in  conclusion  to  say  tiiat  the  evening  of  Thursday,  or  the  morning  of 
Firidaff,  wtmld  be  the  moat  oonTcnient  tine  of  diaputch  for  die  mercantile  communi^  of 
tlda  phice. 

And  your  inemonalistH  will  ever  pray. 

Bombay  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
April  IMft. 

[Hen  ftOow  the  iignatuMa.1 


No.3«. 

Mr.  F.  Bm  to  Mesan.  ArhOmBtk  Co. 

Gentlemen,  General  Post  Office,  30  May  18A&. 

I  AM  directt  d  by  tl  e  Postmaster  Geneial  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  llir  letter  sipned 
by  yturseivts  and  others,  iu  which  you  recommend  the  subaliiution  of  a  weekly  mail  to 
India,  China,  &c.,  for  the  existing  ninil  four  imies  a  month,  and  you  refer  to  the  memorial 
on  this  subject  which  haa  been  addressed  to  the  Poatmaater  General  by  mochanteof  London^ 
and  I  an  to  infom  you  in  reply  that  this  nttlar  ia  under  Ids  LndsUii^a  considaBtiun. 

I  an,  lec. 

Messrs.  Arbuthnot  k  Co.,  Madras.  (signed)      F.  A'flL 


No.  37. 

Mr.  Marnale  to  the  Aswstant  Secretary  to  the  Post  Office. 

Sir,  India  Office,  S.W.,  23  June  1866. 

I  HAVx  laid  before  the  Seoetary  of  Slate  for  Indui  in  Council  your  letter,  dated  the 

v"*jnflr&  ultimo,  stating  that  in  the  event  of  the  rate  of  postage  between  India  and  England  being 

.  o.  so  laised,  as  formerly  proposed,  from  6d.  lo  1  <.  the  half-ounce  lettf  r,  it  would,  in  the  opinion 

of  Her  Majesty's  Pobtuiaeter  General  be  practicable,  not  merely  to  have  a  weekly  mail  to 
India  generally,  but  a  weekly  mail  to  Bonbsy,  and  that  Loid  Stanley  of  Alderley  is  desirous, 

therefore, 
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Uierefore,  that  the  assent  of  the  GoventmeDt  of  India  ahould  be  obtained  to  tiie  •aggpMted  Aq.  ij.  g 
incTease  of  |;ostage  without  ftutber  delay.  _^  ' 

III  reply,  I  am  directe  to  express  th.j  graiificaticMi  of  Sir  Clinics  \Vi>oiJ  fhut  there  is  a 
pros|iect  that  a  fixetl  weekly  posital  communic  itron  between  Euglaad  and  India  will,  in 
aectnrianoe  wttb  tbe  general  wiiih  of  thoae  eoaneoted  willi  IndiA,  be  carried  ont  at  no  distimt 
period. 

Sir  Charles  Wood  iias  ju<t  received  a  leiter  fr.ira  tli*-  G.jvermneut  of  India,  a  cop v  of 
which  with  its  enclosures  i-t  lierewiili  forward?:!  for  tlie  information  of  Lord  Stanley  of 
AJderley,  furnishinn  the  report  called  for  on  the  questions  of  a  weekly  mail  commanteatioo 
wtih  India  iritf  Rom  hay,  and  of  an  iDCrea>ie  in  the  ratett  of  prMta^e. 

On  first  i>oint,  ti  will  be  observed  that  the  Government  of  India  strongly  recommend 
that  a  weekly  mail  co  nmunicatitm  mn  v  be  established  between  Suez  and  Bainbay  from  tbe 
flommenoement  cti  ihe  ensuinij:  year;  and  Sir  C'larlcs  Wood  does  not  •ionbt  diat  that 
Goverament  is  fally  justified  in  tbe  confidence  which  it  <;xpre<ii(.-»,  that  (here  will  hr-  a  iv.le 
provision  availabicr  at  that  time  for  the  distribution  >f  the  mails  from  Boml>ay  to  ail  |)  n  ts  ot 
India,  with  the  requisite  regularity  and  disputoh. 

With  regard  to  tbe  question  of  the  increase  in  the  rates  of  postage  betwe<>a  EuKlaad  and 
India,  the  GoT«maient  of  India,  ander  tbe  impreuion  tiiat  as  the  meaaan  Ind  been  relin- 
quished as  rpixarrh  Australia,  it  would  not  be  pressed  in  raapect  to  India,  Ims  not  entered 
on  the  disci. ssioa  ul  the  subject  at  iuiy  length. 

The  Government,  however,  though  not  objccliiiLj  j>  tin:  sm  ill  iiMmase  of  charts  on 
letten  viA  Marseilles,  suggested  asamaKimum,  by  Mr.  Riddcll,  refer  to  titn  liir  Iship  which 
the  proposed  increase  wovfld  impose  on  a  considerable  portion  of  the  Eurojjcau  c  Humuntty 
in  Intiia.  and  u.  the  u  popul  iriiy  wiili  wliirh  ii  would  be  received;  and  as  the  measure  is,  in 
the  upiuion  of  btr  Gimrles  Wood,  tu  be  strongly  deprecated,  except  on  the  clearest  grounds 
of  necessity,  I  am  diri  cted  to  inouirc  whether,  in  the  event  of  tne  mail  commuuication  by 
«ea  between  Aden  dlcntta  h  -ing  relinquished,  it  mT4!it  not  he  practicable  to  carry  mt 
the  pl..n  of  a  weekly  communicaUtm  with  Bombay,  without  that  increase  in  the  aggre«.ite 
charge  for  the  contrtct  aleamer9»  in  consideration  of  which  it  is  oropoaed  to  raise  tlie  rates 
of  postage. 

It  is  nuiiatained  by  the  Director  General  of  tbe  Post  Office  in  India  that  this  might  be 
done,  and  Sir  Charlo^  Wood  desire^;  to  rummend  the  arguments  urged  by  tlutt  gentle 
to  the  consideration  ot  Lord  Stanley  of  Aldcrley. 

I  am,  ftc. 

The  A>gis!;iiit  Secrpiary,  (signed) 
General  Post  Otiice. 


Eocloture  i,  in  No.  87. 


(Home  Department,  Post  Office,  No.  6,  of  1665.) 

To  the  Right  Honourable  Sir  Charia  tfood,  Bart.,  o.c.b,,  Secretary  of  State  for  India. 

*  To  Smx^rj  at  State 


Sir,  Fort  William,  17  April  1866. 

Refbsbihg  to  the  correspondence  noted  on  the  margin,* 
we  forward  Ibr  your  consideration  the  aocompan^ng 

comnmnication  from  the  Director  General-f-  of  the  Post 
Office,  the  Calcutta  Chamber  of  Commerce,;};  and  the 
Calcutta  Trades  Association,^  relating  to  the  esta- 
blishrnent  of  a  wedkly  mail  between  England  and  Bom* 
bay. 


•  No.  16,  dated 

No  •-'2,  „ 

ft  19  Wo.  Z3i  »!> 

No.  2,  ,. 

Bram  Scontary  of  State  -  Me.  11, 

No.  iO, 

No.  12. 


31  Aqgwt 
G  NoTCDiber 
28  .. 


I860 
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2.  We  are  not  yet  in  a  position  to  state  definitely  by  what  time  railway  eommnnieatioii 
will  be  complete  between  Bombay  and  Calcutta,  or  between  Bombay  and  Madras ;  neither 

are  we  able  to  state  tliat  ihe  roads  are  in  sueli  u  coiidiiioii  throughoui  us  to  make  it  quite 
certain  that  it  will  be  possible,  either  in  the  present  year  or  in  186G,  to  convey  tbe  Calcutta 
mails  throughout  the  whole  year  in  mail  cartt  ortr  those  parts  of  the  line  where  the  railway 
will  remain  unfinished. 

3.  Nevertheless,  w«-  dLe.iie  stroiii;ly  to  recomtnund  that  mraBures  should  be  now  taken 
for  establishing,  from  the  cuuimeiicemenl  ot  the  ensuing  year,  a  weekly  mail  communica- 
tion between  Suez  and  Bombay,  feeling  satisfied  that,  even  if  the  n^ails  are  not  conveyed 
with  perfect  regularity,  thne  will  be  at leaat  as  much  regularity  as  obtains  under  the  pre 
sent  system. 

4.  We  would  ask  your  particular  attention  to  Mr.  BtddeH's  remarks  in  paragraphs  9  to  10 

of  his  letter.  There  is  reason  to  believe  thai  thv  Bri  i^Ii  Indian  Steam  Navig  ation  Company 
would  not  be  indisposed  to  tender  for  the  coaveyancc  ot'  mails  twice  a  month  between  Suez 
and  Bombay.  But  it  is  obvious  that  neither  that  company  nor  any  other  company,  except 
the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company,  can  afford  to  tender  for  tbe  conveyance  of  maUa 
between  Aden  and  Bontbay  only,  except  at  such  an  amount  as  should  cover  nearW  the  entire 
cost  of  the  line.  We  hare  no  diMibt  that  tbe  new  service  would  be  very  efluaentl  Ji  ^ 
a43.  P  Pd  charged 


14  Jmmbit      -   1 861 

VJvta  .  .  „ 

No.  148,    „   24D«MB0ibw  .  ., 

No.  90.     „     8      „  •  1802 

No.     8,     „    31  Jaoosry  -  IS63 

No.  70,    „   JO  I>eceniber  -  ,. 

Mo.  69,    „     SJolf    .  .  18fi4 

fllatadMPdmtsry 
1M5. 

tDst«d4and 

21  March  186.5. 
§Dst«431  Match 
1M». 
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App.  So.  I.       charged  by  the  Tlritish  Indian  Stram  Navic^ation  Company,  which  (ilrrady  hotels  several 

  coutiact>J  under  the  Goveinment  of  ladia  for  ibe  coDveyance  of  mails  to  Burmal,  to  the 

PwBMn  Gulf,  and  other  parts. 

6.  Wc  w<iu!-  rccoiiiini ml.  whatever  arranueturiit  \>c  l Dtered  into,  and  with  whatever 
company,  that  so  long  as  the  bi-montblv  commuiiicatitjn  to  Calcuttsi  via  GoUe  is  contiuued, 
book  packeu  nnd  i  c  \v.>^papera  vUt  Soathaaipton,  inCeaded  for  Calcutta  and  Lower  Ben^, 

shonid  hf-  st  nl  i  uly  \\y  t'liuf  rnntr. 

0.  lu  paragraphs  12  to  17,  Mr.  RiddcU  ha«  discussed  tlie  propo8«l  made  by  the  Poct- 
masler  General  of  Eni^land  to  mereaae  the  rate  of  postage  from  6 12.  to  1 «.  the  hdf  ottace. 

As  it  iv:is,  some  lime  since,  stated  in  'hp  pn'  lie  priiif?  t1uu  this  incrcast  liuJ  hetn  abandoned 
in  respect  ut  tlie  AubtraliMn  mails,  we  t  uncJade  lliat  it  wi..  n-.>l  uuw  ha  pru)  usud  lu  iipplj 
the  meaaure  to  the  Indian  maiU. 

Such  an  iocraaae  vouid  cartainlv  Ue  ten  unpmwhirj  and  it  tnroald,  we  Umnk,  bear  witii 
•ome  hatdship  on  a  considerable  eias*  of  the  Eumpean  community  in  India. 

llatlif-i  than  Kiake  iht-  miniuiuni  iat<"  o  post.iijt-  1  s.,  we  sliould  liiive  snsji^r-sted  *i  ^  lu-ial 
rtductitm  ot  (be  weigbt  tor  a  single  late,  and  Miuie  increasing  the chiue^e  (w  sui  uuuce  to  Is. 
wovUi  have  allowed  letteia  aoi  exeeedin^  a  qnartc-r  of  an  ounce  to  be  carried  for  (t  d.  Such 
a  chMitje  nouhl,  we  believe,  pro-'nre  a  (-(innidei-ablv  increased  pn^tnire,  ^vhile  it  would  still 
enable  those  to  whom  every  *>  d,  is  of  cons<»q»ience,  to  avoid  tiie  additional  charge  by 
reducing  th«^  weight  of  tbeii  ir  ita  s.  We  see  no  objection  to  the  amaUer  akeratioQ  now 
eaggeaU  d  by  Mr.  Riddeli,  in  tbe  l«ih  paragraph  of  hi*  Ji  Uer. 

We  ha*e,  &c. 
(ai|:nad)      Jofm  Lawrence. 

H.  B.  HarriMgtm. 
W.  Grtw. 


Bncloflore  S,  iii  No.  87. 

From  B.  B.  llhldt  ll  F.^q.,  Director  General  of  the  i'ost  Office  of  Iiidid,  lo  K  C.  BayUjf, 

Esq.,  Si  Lietary  to  ilio  Gijv  rnnient  of  It>di;i,  Xo.  3247;  d;ited  20  i'tbruary 

Tufc  inconvenience  of  the  t-xisting  amtn^cment^  lor  tht-  transmission  of  mails  between 
England  and  India  has  become  so  great  that  1  cannot  delay  bringing  the  subject  agaut 
before  Goveinment,  in  the  hope  that  meaiurea  may  be  taken  to  place  the  mafl  wrrioe  on  « 
more  ^alisfaclory  tooting. 

At  |iro»ent  iIilH'  are  nominally  four  mails  in  the  immtli  to  and  fiuin  India,  but  owint;  to 
tbe  long  circuit  made  by  those  sent  vid  Gaiie  to  Calcutta,  nine-tentbs  of  India  receive  the 
lienKlit  of  two  only. 

2.  I  give  in  the  foll'>wing  table  the  dates  on  which  the  ovcilaiid  express  and  the  ordinar\ 
overland  mailn  vid  Bombay  have  been  dispatdted  from  Calcutta,  and  tlie  dates  on  which  the 
inailB  for  the  Galla  steameia  have  been  doted  in  Calcutta  ainca  the  l«t  of  December  IBM: 


Route. 

Date  of  closiiig  UaU 
in  Calcutta. 

Doe  h)  England. 

Boaibaf,  latart  laia  data 
IKtt*,  Ezpi«M> 

6  Deoembeiv  at  A  pjn.  • 

7  December,  at  6  p.m.  • 

^6  Jaouacy  ItMft. 

Ifailmiaalle    .     -  • 

6  Deeember,  at  Q  pm,  - 

M  Jannry 

Bombay,  latest  safe  .dale 
Ditto,  Express  •  - 

•21  December,  at  6  p.m.  • 
S8  DeoaBber,at  0  pan.  <• 

|20  January'  18(0. 

ICailatfOaDa   -     -  - 

n  DMMnkw,  at  6  pju.  • 

S«  Jamuiy  18M. 

Bombay,  latest  safe  dale 
Ditto,  Expreiw- 

6  Janonry,  at  0  p.m. 

7  January,  at  0  p.m.  - 

1  6  Fabraarjr  IMS. 

MailMsGalk    .      .  . 

S  Janaary,  U  0  pja. 

l»  February  1805 

Bombay,  latest  saft  date 
Ditto,  Express  - 

21  .lauuary,  at  6  p.m. 

22  January,  at  6  p.m.  - 

|20  Pehnatfjr  iMi. 

Mail  rid  Galle  ... 

22  January,  at  ti  p.m.  - 

20  February  1865. 

It  will  be  seen  that  eren  now  letters  dispatchid  by  overland  express  to  Bomlmy 

would,  acctirdiiig  t<j  ro'itract  time.  r('a(  li  F.njland  a  week  1)i  for:^  letters  posted  on  the 
same  or  following  day  foi  traiismi?>i<ju  by  the  sLeamtr  viu  Galle.  Within  tlie  l:ist  tieW 
days  the  1  hul  Ghat  has  l)i  en  ()[)•  ii<  J  ior  traffic,  and  arraiiLrements  are  in  ja  ir^rcss,  whii  h 
will  make  the  evening  mail  traiu  from  Calcutta  a  through  train  to  Agra.  These  measor^ 
wHl  save  about  16  Ikniis  betmen  Bombay  and  Cakutia ;  and  before  November  there  ia 
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every  prospfCt  of  the  Bvanch  Railwity  to  Nagpore  beins  open.  Then  will  then  be  n  break     App.  No.  i. 

of  oi:lv  ;()(>  mil(  s  between  ihc  railn.jds  ending  at  Nagpore  and  at  Mirznpore,  and  the  oidi-  — . 

muj  ujiiii  wiil  be  about  four  duyt*  an^i  ^t'^  hours  in  tiansit  Delwcen  liumbay  uuci  Calcutta. 
T'le  proufc-s  of  tlie  Na^porc  Railway  lia«  been  much  sl'iwer  than  was  a  iiicipated.  I 
beiicve,  howev.  r,  that  l!  i  ic  i>  now  no  doubt  that  it  will  be  open  liroro  Bombay  to  Nanpore 
before  it  is  po:>:>ible  to  urnkv  arrangenieiita  for  a  weekly  miiii  ooniniunication  between 
England  and  Bombay. 

1.  As<iiniinL'  that  urr;iiiu,cnu'i»ts  "letwc  eii  Aden  iiid  l^cii'bay  cannot  be  made  bL-fore 
November,  1  havn  little  hesitation  in  i»ayii>g  lliul  ll><:  Po^t  Uiiicu  io  India  »iil  be  pr^i^ed  to 
convey  the  overland  maiis  to  and  from  Bombay  and  Madras  and  Calcutta  with  diapeich 
and  rcofularitv.  I  cannot,  promise  "pi  rficl"  rtyuiarity,  but  ciiu  undertake  that  the  regU- 
larity  t«li<tll  be  at  least  as  pcritxt  a«  that  uitiutied  by  the  contract  sicanier>. 

4.  .Vis,  tlieivfore,  tlie  i  unditionf  required  l)y  the  Right  Honourable  Secretary  of  Slate  can 
be  t  i  ioplitii  wtlh  as  far  as  the  conveyance  of  the  mails  in  Iiulia  is  coiu  emed.  I  venture  to 
hope  that  tbe  great  boon  ot  a  weekly  communication  writii  Bnglaod  will  not  be  withheid  ntuch 

5.  It  18  eUar  thai  the  adoption  of  Bombay  ae  tlw  port  of  arrivat  and  dbnutch  of  maiU 

for  Indi:<  to  or  from  Sne7.  wnuld  loCL't  the  jjo- iu!  r  fjiiiretiuMils  o  Cidcittt.i  ninrf  ff  ctuallv 
than  the  present  arrangenx  ui,  wiiiiu  iiunjCay  and  itie  test  of  India  would  huve  tne  Ijem  ht  of 
a  weekly  instead  of  a  bi-monthly  mail,  1  would  strongly  urge  the  advaotage  of  m^iking 
aimngemi-ntB  for  a  w<.c'kly  mad,  L  e.,  62  mails  a  year,  from  each  cnci  of  ihe  line,  It  avin;.; 
Cortdon  and  Bombay  on  a  fixed  day  in  each  week.  Under  the  present  system,  four  tnmU 
only  are  di^p;ttched  ;it  soini'«hat  irregular  interval*  in  cicli  u mith.  The  giv.iti  r  le^ularity 
of  dispatch  would,  I  fed  satisfied,  have  a  tavourabie  effect  on  liie  curr<'!ipondence^  and  at 
dm  »Mnie  tinra  tbe  estMhlishments  la  India  would  he  mora  regularly,  and  tbenfore  mnn 
eeononricaUy,  enpkiyed. 

6.  I  am  anxious  ihnt  it  should  be  clearly  undcr-tond  ffint  if  ihc  ii  tcie?'-  <  f  India  ii.d  of 
England  in  relation  to  India  were  alone  considered,  a  wefkiy  amil  cuiaiuuniculioti  UH>veen 
Europe  and  India  via  Bontbay  could  be  C8tabliahe<l  at  a  smaller  cost  thim  is  now  incurred 
in  keeping  up  a  bi-monthly  conimunicatton  with  the  t»o  ports  of  Bombay  and  Calcutta. 
Taking  9ttei  a«  tihe  point  of  departore,  the  mail  ateamers, 

ninlcr  tho  fxi«;tiHjjr  arrangcmenb;,  tiuverse.  ui  iIil>  LOurse  Milet.      Vtfaget.  iliUt. 

of  the  vear  in  96  v  oyaeci«,  S70,t{4t5  miies.  Li  tlie  steamers  ^'»«  <"  Jj^K*  -  -  4,744  x  48  =  miw 
made  104  Toyagea  Qw^  Sues  and  Bombay,  the  die-    »-.t.B«liv     -    -  x    4*  = 

t^^lco  tTJi versed  wo'ild  be  309,098,  ihut  is  61,760  miles  Totai.   370,840 

let»s  itiati  under  cxistin<;' ai  rani>emi.M.ts.     l  iu-  Peninsular     Suet  to  IkxatM;       -      -      2,972    x    104    =  3li9,UHti 

and  OricutrtI  .Steam  Navigation  Comj  any,  it  appears,  an-   

now  paid  for  their  Indian  contract  at  ilie  rate  uf  4«.  DiflwoM         -     -     -  tl.760 

per  mile;  at  this  rate  the  ammd  payment  wojtd  be 

be  all  ui  f  53,000 /.)eighty-tl)r  o  thonsan  l  ai,d  t!ore  hundred  pounds.  Allowing  an  addition 
to  the  Qidea.f-  ratCj  and  assuming  that  tiv  ^hillings  a  mile  were  given,  tuc  Aubsrtiy  for 
102  trips  liciween  Soe2  and  Bombay  would  be  (77,272/.)  terenty-aeren  thousand*  two 

hundre<i  and  sevcniy-two  pounds. 

7.  The  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam  Navigation  Gompanv,  in  an  informal  offer,  pro- 
posed to  ask  (67,980  /.)  sixiy-sHveo  thousand  nine  hundred  and  eisrhty  pounds,  for  48  trips 
between  Aden  and  Bombay;  t!iat  5  s,  (1,410/.  5s.)  one  thousand  fi>iir  lomdr  '  an  1  .sixt«?eu 
pounds  and  five  shillings  p^r  trip,  or  rather  more  tima  (2,000  rupees)  two  tiiousand  a  day 
wr  each  day  nnder  steam.  This  tender  i»  preposterously  itigh,  and  I  have  vtrry  little  dnubt 
that  arran^emenis  could  be  ina<!e  in  Indr  i  for  the  di^pnfth  "f  two  extra  nuiiis  in  carh  month 
from  Aden  or  Suez  and  from  Bombay  lor  less  than  half  the  subsidy  demanded  by  the 
Pwinaalar  and  Oriental  Steam  Navlypiiion  Company. 

8.  At  first  >i;;ht.  it  would  socin  thai  it  oujih;  to  c./»t  much  less  to  pruvide  for  the  dispatch 
of  two  exira  stumers  in  each  direction  between  Bombay  and  Aden  than  between  Bombay 
and  Suez;  but  in  practice  it  will,  I  believe,  be  found  that  the  snbsidy  requited  for  the 

SPTT  between  Aden  and  "Roiohav  will  Ik-  vrrv  nt  aily  as  ^iieal  .  s  that  for  the  loncer  vovage 
beiwreu  Suez  and  Bombay,  iiie  le^tsuu  tor  tbi^  will  be  appau-at  when  it  is  considered  that 
tbe  branch  line  (lYHn  Aden  could  not  expect  much  freight  or  passenger  traffic,  whereas  aline 
ftotu  Suez  could  ensure  a  fair  shaie,  both  of  the  passengers  and  goods  traffic  between  Eufope 
and  Borol  ay.  There  can  be  no  questi  on  that  two  additional  titeamers  monthly  Co  and  from 
Suez  an  >  Bornbav  w^.u] :  he  tar  iiiox-  o> ii eiiiLnt  to  passeug^rS)  and  fiuT  moca  nsefol  to 
commerce,  i  ban  a  branch  ime  lo  ■ohI  inun  Aileu  only. 

9.  11  titerefore  the  contract  with  the  Peninsular  and  Oiu  nial  Steam  Nuvi;;atiiin  Con*" 
pany  cannot  be  revised  -so  its  to  relieve  India  of  the  unnecessary  burthen  whicli  is  imposed 
on  it  in  thrt  ;ihape  of  a  fubsidy  for  a  postal  line,  which  is  absolutely  nscless  to  it,  I  would 
propiise  that  airangcincnts  should  be  at  once  made  for  the  dispatch  of  two  additional  mails 
in  the  mniith  fro  m  Suez  to  Boinbav,  mid  from  Bombay  to  Snez.  I  Ijave  some  reason  to 
believe  thai  n  tt  r.der  for  tbe  service  may  be  a.ade  in  India  by  the  British  India  Steam 
jNavig»tion  Comp  iny,  which  hasateamen  in  India  which  can  lie  at  one  made  available. 
The  tenders  ;jieMons|>  in  de  in  E(ii;hnd,  and  the  subsidv  paid  to  thr^  Peninsular  and 
Oriental  bteam  Navigation  Company,  will  enable  the  Government  to  judge  whether  the 

0.43.  r  r  4  tender 
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A     N    1        tendiT,  if  made,  is  udvantnucous.   1'he  managing:  director  18  <xpect?d  in  Calcutta  very 
*      ahortlv,  and  though  I  do  not  delay  the  submission  of  this  Beport,  the  Viceroy  in  Council 
'  may  Umi\  it  desiAUe  to  mit  until  about  the  10th  Maioli  before  taking  any  further  stepe 

ID  the  matter. 

in.  Stuiiil('  i!  bf  f<iin.(l  iidvisiible  to  enter  into  a  local  (nntnu  t  fur  two  additional  mail 
i^ervict  >  iu  eucli  uiontii  between  ButZ  and  Bumbiiy,  ii  would  bt,  1  ihink,  desirable  to  limit 
i  ^  (duration  to  two  or  three-  years.  In  tlie  course  of  tliHt  linie  it  would,  1  trust,  be  |>os>ib!e, 
both  to  disentangle  the  postal  communications  of  India  from  the  long  sen  lines  required  for 
the  cnnveyancc  of  mails  between  Suez  and  Ceylon,  China  and  AuHtralia,  and  to  |»rovidc  for 
tilt  dih]>  ,icli  1)1  u  mail  tiJt  India  from  London  on  a  fixed  day  in  eiich  week.  If  thi<  were 
done  the  China  aud  Austiulia  mails  might  be  dispotciied  on  tbe  first  and  third  Wednesday 
of  each  monifa,  instpud  of  on  the  present  dates.  Tbe  departore*  from  Soee  to  Bombay 
coirespon<  ing  to  the  dipputclu's  frou,  London  on  ttir  srcon-'  and  tiiintli  "Wednesday  w  uld 
be  in  n  Peninsular  and  Orieutaj  Steam  IVavii^ation  Company's  steamer.  The  remauuug 
dispaicbes  would  be  cuovvyed  from  Suez  in  local  steam  paeRet«. 

11.  Sometime  beioio  KovL-mber  next  the  railroad  will  be  cotnpieled  to  Bnndisi.  The 
£ngli»h  coii>pBirjr«  vhich  has  a  subsidy  from  the  Italian  Governmeut  fur  the  line  of  steauiera 
front  Anci>na  f>nd  Brindisi  to  Alexandria  are,  I  believe,  moet  anxious  to  secure  the  conrey* 

nt  CO  of  Indian  mail^  in  order  that  they  may  he  able  to  gunrantee  that  (!■  ii  p  issi'v.ijcrs  wdl 
not  reach  Alex;  ridria  alter  the  niail  has  pa.<^6ed  on  to  Sue?.  The  arrnfigeiucn  ts,  however, 
west  of  Egypt  are  perhapn  beyond  my  province,  and  1  mention  the  Brindi^ti  line  in  order 
tha'  Govemn  ent  may  s-ee  that,  nt  as  are  the  pr»>st  nt  facilities  uf  communic  ation  in  the 
Mediterranean,  ihey  will  uiucli  iucicascd  in  a  viry  few  months.  In  fact,  if  the  mails  can 
be  conveyed  between  %uez  and  India^  there  wilt  be  no  difficulty  in  their  coaveyance  to  and 
from  Alexandria. 

12.  Ill  connection  with  tbe  subject  under  consideiatioa,  a  proposal  was  suggested  by 
Lord  Stanley  of  Aldettey,  Her  Majesty's  Postmaster  General,  ihat  the  rates  of  postage 
should  be  raised  on  corresi-oiidenrc  ljet«c(n  flifat  Rritmn  and  India,  in  order  to  prov  de 
funds  lo  meet  the  increase  of  expense  wbu  h  will  be  incuiicd  if  additional  maiU  are  sent  to 
Bombey. 

13.  It  is  my  o^ttion,  and  1  think  that  in  this  and  in  previous  Kports  I  have  proved  that 
if  tl>e  postal  cowmunicaiions  between  Great  Britain  and  India  were  separated  from  the 
contracts  for  commnnication  between  Etirope,  China,  and  Australta,  tbe  additional  Indian 

-(-rviie  could  bi  poif'ornied  at  a  if*s  cost  tlian  the  present  9ei"vice.  If  iliis  is  the  case  it  is 
bard  that  tlie  correspondence  of  India  should  be  taxed  aud  tbe  rates  of  postage  raised  for 
the  benefit  of  CUna  and  Australia. 

14.  I  believe,  too,  that  without  any  increase  in  the  rates  of  postage  there  will  be  a  large 
increase  in  the  pnsfal  rpvenut-  if  all  ln<lia  is  allowed  to  share  the  benefit  of  a  weekly  com- 
munication with  Euro[)t.  At  present,  as  I  have  said  above,  ahhouoh  there  fire  nominally 
fciur  mails  to  and  (roil  1  India,  yet  practically  thcri  aic  Imt  \v.i.  When  there  is  a  weekly 
mail  to  and  from  Bombay  there  will  be  a  weekly  muii  to  and  from  every  post  town  iu  India; 
and  dipre  can  be  no  reasonable  doubt  that  the  correspondence,  thoush  it  will  notbedMubled, 
will  he  very  largely  inci<-ii-ed.  ami  will  partially,  at  least,  meet  the  expense  which,  under 
existing arrangempntsi,  will  be  cliaraed  on  the  Imiian  revenues". 

16.  If,  however,  an  increase  \b  absulut*  ly  necessary,  ii  is  p.)bsil)lc,  perhaps,  that  a  modifi- 
eation  of  the  pret^ent  rates  of  postage  might  produce  a  larger  revoiaiL-  without  exciting  dis- 
content or  hcmg  felt  a  hardship.  The  present  minimum  charge  for  a  letter  vid  Marseilles 
is  10  d.  for  a  wcii;ht  not  exoecdrog  hall  an  ounce,  above  one  ounce  the  charge  is  1«.  Bd.  per 
ounce  or  fraction  of  an  ouoce. 

Tl:cse  rates  do  not.  suit  tlie  Indian  coiiiatre,  and  I  Ijelit-ve  that  a  return  to  the  fonner 
minimum  cliarge  ol  Qd.  or  Q  anuas  fur  a  letter  under  a  quarter  of  an  ounce,  and  an  addition 
of  6tf.  for  every  additional  quarter  of  an  ounce,  would  yield  a  considerably  larger  revenue 
and  not  be  felt  aa  oppressive.  . 

.17.  I  would  not  reronimend  any  increase  to  the  Southampton  rates  of  postajp,  but  1 
Uiink  that  the  number  ol  mailti  might  with  advantage  be  limited  to  one  or  at  the  utmost  two 
'  in  tli«- month.  The  first  mail  should  be  divjiatclu  d  from  Englaiid  as  near  the  commence- 
ment of  the  month  ::b  |>ossible,  and  would  take  out  to  India,  China,  and  Ceylon,  and  Aus- 
tralia an  the  monthly  magozineB  and  periodicals ;  the  second  would,  as  it  now  is,  be  loaded 
with  old  m  w8pa(>ers  and  (in [.lie  ale  !eitei«. 

The  recoromendaiions  ^vhich  1  liave  l  ad  beiore  the  (jnvcinnicin  are  briefly  the  following . • 
As  the  Post  Office  in  India  is  prepared  to  undertake  the  distiibuiion  over  lu'lia  of  a 
weekly  niuil  si  nt  lo  Bombay  from  l-ngland,  1  piopoBe  that  a  weekly  mail  sbould  be  diB» 
patchtd  Irom  England  to  the  East  by  Marseillw  or  Italy  »«  sof'O  a«  arrangements  can  be 
mane;  that  mails  e«i  Soutliai>iplon  filunild  not  lie  di-patclied  ufti  ner  tlian  twice  in  the 
month.  That  until  tbe  iudiau  mail  service  can  be  separated  from  the  Ceylon,  China,  and 
Australian  service,  a  local  company  should,  if  possible,  be  subsidised,  so  that  cither  4R  or  s>2 
m;  iis  annually  sl<ould  b?  di^ipatched  to  and  from  Suez  and  Bombay ;  that  no  change  should 
be  made  in  i^ouihampton  postage;  but  ttiat  the  Marseilles  minimum  rate  be  reduced  to  9c/. 
pet  quarter  ounce,  and  9d,  added  for  each  additional  quarter  ounce. 
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BnekmiM  S,  m  No.  37. 

From  //.  W.  J.  Wood,  Esquire,  Secretary  to  tiie  Bengal  Chamber  of  Commerce,  to  £.  C* 
BayUy,  Biqwre,  Seeretsry  to  the  Gwraromeat  of  Indui ;  dkted  Odeuttaj  the  4th  Mnroli 

1865. 

Th^;  Director  General  of  the  Post  0£5ce  fiubmitted  to  GoverDtnent  in  his  letter,  No.  12668, 
of  34th  April  1860,  ft  proposition  for  modifying  tbe  amngemenis  tinder  which  the  postal 
lervioe  WWeen  Enghnd  and  Indm  was  then  cofidueied; 

The  proposition  was  bnsed  on  the  n^suinptioii  that  Railway  roinmunicution  betwccit 
Bengal  and  Bombay  would  be  so  far  advanceci  in  the  course  ot  two  or  three  years  tiiat 
Bombey  would  eventually  become  the  port  of  dispatch  and  receipt  of  tim  mails  loan  i  from 
Boiope,  and  that  by  the  estabhshment  of  a  weekly  miiil  from  Loudt  n  tlie  communication 
with  Calcutta  would  be  more  rapid  and  regular,  and  obviate  the  necessity  for  maintaining 
the  iiit;hly  subsidised  scT»ici'  via  Galle. 

Although  tbe  railway  between  the  two  presideacie*  is  not  complete,  yet  it  appears  to  have 
leaehed  the  stage  of  adTancemeDt  that,  taken  in  conjuttetion  with  the  shorter  sea  passage 
from  Bombay,  the  date^  of  departure  of  the  mails  from  that  port,  wliich  are  timed  to  arrive 
in  London  at  intervals  of  a  week  after  the  direct  luails  of  the  t>iU  and  23rd  from  Calcutta, 
have  heen  so  mneh  retaidad,  that  from  a  weekly  mail  communication  Calcutta  is  now,  for  a 
laijgyt  portion  of  the  year,  practically  reduced  to  a  fortnightly  communication.  In  proof  of 
this  I  am  directed  lo  refer  to  the  annexed  statemeni,  showing  the  dates  of  departure  of  the 
mails  via  Bombay  and  via  Galle  lor  the  months  of  September  to  April  inclaiivei  compiled  ' 
from  a  notification  issued  from  the  office  of  the  Postmaster  in  Bengal. 

In  parallel  columns  to  the  <iates  of  departare  I  have  given  the  dates  on  which  these  mails 
are  due  in  London,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  while  lliere  is  an  interval  of  only  one 
day  between  the  departure  of,  for  example,  tlie  mails  of  tlie  aist  February  via  Bombay,  and 
tbe  22nd  vi&  Gall^  the  former  are  timed  to  arrive  in  London  lix  days  betore  the  litter.  It 
may  reasopahly  be  preevmed  that  another  day  will  shortly  be  economised  in  the  land  transit 
of  the  maik  between  Bombay  and  Calcutta,  and  the  anomaly  will  then  be  presented  of  the 
mails  r»rt  Galle  and  vid  Bombay  leaving,'  Calcutiii  on  tlu;  same  day,  and  of  the  form.  i-  i  cach- 
mg  London  a  week  in  advance.  The  practical  edect  will  betliat  no  letters  will  then  be  seat 
attfGalieatatl. 

As  prcisent  arrani:^emci>ts  arc  nianifcst'y  inconvenient,  it  appears  essential  that  a  weekly  • 
service  should  be  introduced  at  aseaiiy  u  date  <is  the  existing  contract  wiihthe  Peninsular 
and  Oriental  Company  will  permit. 

The  mails  are  noa'  forwarded  vid  Agra,  but  Uiat  route  will  probably  lie  abai^  loned  when 
tiie  through  communiration  vtd  JnbhaTpore  has  been  establisDed  ;  pending  Uic  open  n;,' of 
that  lir  e,  however,  the  Govt  rnment  may  consider  it  desirable  t'iiat  tijc  couiplelcd  si  ctions 
should  be  availed  of,  and  the  intervenmg  distanre  travelled  by  mail  carts  if  there  are  suffi- 
ciently good  roads  for  that  portion  of  the  Ovoriand  postal  servica. 


'.>vVABUt  of  Dates  of  Despatch  of  Overland  Mails  from  Calcutta  vtd  Bombay  and  Galle, 

and  of  Receipt  in  London  vid  Marseilles. 
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Enclosure  4,  in  No.  37. 

Fkom  J7.   J^.  J.   Woodf  Esq.,  Secretary  to  the  Bengal  Chamber  of  Commerce,  tO 
E.  i\  Bayley,  Esq.,  Seen  t.iry  tn  the  (jovernuient  of  India;  dated  2l8t  Maicli  IBBS. 

In  contiauatioD  of  my  letter  <if  the  4ili  iiii»taiit,  I  am  desired  by  tlie  Cummiitce  ol  the 
CSbunber  of  ComiMiee  to  biii>|§;  to  the  notice  of  his  Excillency  the  Govcrnur  Qenerdi  ia 
Council,  that «  menoriii^  beuing  tlis  sigpaiures  of  the  leadiog  banken  and  merchants  of 
Ijondon  mtere«ted  in  the  India  tnd«,  has  lately  been  presented  tn  tbe  Secretary  of  State* 
praying  that  an  iiltcr:iticMi  might  he  made  in  the  po-tal  arrangcment-i  heiut*  d  I^igland  aud 
this  country  ;  and  that  instead  of  lh«  muils  being  close<l  in  London  on  ceriaiu  days  of  the 
ttootii,  they  should  be  closed  on  a  fixed  day  of  tlie  week,  Friday  briog  tbe  day  aeleeiad  as 
tlie  most  conv(>nient  for  various  reasons. 

This  recumuiciidatiuii,  il  carried  out,  will  involve  the  cs  abliahment  of  the  wt^ekly  mad 
niJ  Bomb'iy.  which  the  Chamber  receiitty  took  the  liberty  of  suggesting,  for  such  concea* 
■ion  would  be  deprived  of  much  of  its  value  if  letters  did  not  anivei,  ud  opportunity  waa 
not  affinded  of  replying  to  them  at  tbe  Muue  gtatod  iaterwala  it  lite  auifla  wan  dispatcbed. 
which,  as  shown  in  my  letter  above  referred  to^wiU  not  be  poesible  until  a  weekly  vhu 
aenrice  u  established  t»4  Bombay. 

I  am  to  expresa  a  hope,  therefore,  ihat  in  view  uf  this  concurrence  of  opinion  betweea 
tlie  mercantile  commtiiiilies  here  and  in  London,  Ills  Exctll'njrv  in  Council  will  report 
jiavuurubiy  on  tbe  suggevied  chsitge  in  the  po«l«i  ser<^ice  irum.  iJiM  country,  to  the  Right 
Uonounble  the  Secretary  of  Slate. 


Enclosure  6,  in  No.  37. 

From*/  Ll'idleyy  Esq.,  Secretary  to  the  Calcutta  Trades'  AssDr'iatiod,  to  E,  C.  Bayky^'Em^ 
Secretary  to  the  Government  ot  India  ;  dated  Cdcutla,  31st  March  1885. 

I  AM  directed  by  the  Committer*  uf  the  Calcutta  Tiadv  s'  Association,  to  state  tiiat  they 
have  nad  with  much  pleasure  the  memorial  of  the  nieii  liai  ts  and  baukeru  of  London 

graying  for  the  c».tahli^hment  of  a  weekly  mail  from  London  to  Calcutta.  This  Association 
ein^  tiraily  convinced  of  the  practical  importance  of  this  memorial  to  the  mercantile  and 
tradmg  communities,  and  to  the  public  at  large,  desire  on  their  part  to  urge  the  e.xpedieucy 
of  the  establiabment  of  a  weekly  mail  from  Calcutta  to  Loudon,  tn4  Bombay,  in  place  of  the 
preeent  ayetem  of  dispatch,  «id  Galle  and  Bombay  altenuitel y. 

The  Association  are  wfll  aware  that  the  d  rcct  line  of  railway  t  i  Bombay  Is  still  fa"  frnm 
being  completed,  but  the  progress  already  made  in  thebnes  uf  railway  baa  ver^  satisfactorily 
aetaudeall  otycetions  urged  in  fimner  times  against  tbe  system  of  laud  Ci<rna^,e  coramum- 
cation  of  the  maSi;  while  the  economy  of  time  unce  effected  by  the  acceleration  of  the 
transit  of  the  mails  w'd  Bombay,  has  rendered  tbe  other  route  via  Galle,  of  very  little  prac- 
tical benefit  m  the  mermntilf  and  trudinix  communities,  and  to  the  genera!  public.  The 
inconvenience  of  tbe  present  system  may  be  illustrated  by  tlie  last  outgoing  mails  lo  Europe; 
tbe  nail,  xiA  Galla,  and  the  MarseilleA  one,  wd  Bombay,  both  closing  on  the  32nd  instant, 
and  a  mail  via  Boinhay  and  Soutliaui|itoii  on  the  21st,  ihe  practical  lesult'^  r>f  "ueli  arrange- 
ments will  be  that  veiy  nearly  tiie  wliulu  curreispuudence  will  be  iurwuided  by  the  Bombay 
route,  innsmuih  as  it  would  reach  London  six  days  earlier  than  if  sent  vi&  Galle. 

The  AsBOciatiou  are  not  av^are  when  tbe  existing  contract  with  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental 
Steam  Navigation  Company  will  tcrmintitej  but  they  would  respectfully  uige,  on  its  com- 
pletion, tiie  establislmient  of  u  weel^ly  service  viS  Buudjuy,  the  mails,  instead  of  clusini;  on 
u  fixed  day  of  the  nioutii,  tu  close  in  Calcutta  on  a  dxtA  uay  of  tlie  week.  Believing  that 
the  carrying  out  of  this  arrangement  would  be  regarded  as  a  valuable  public  boon,  the 
Association  express  the  hope  that  this  proposed  ahcraiion  in  the  dispaicli  oftlie  niads  for 
England,  kc^  will  be  favourably  receiveci  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor  General  in 
Council,  and  leoammended  for  adoption  to  Ihe  Kight  Uononrabla  the  Seeieliiy  of  Slato 
ibr  India. 


Now  SBw 

Mr.F.mU  to  Mr.  MerivaU. 

Sir,  General  Post  0£Sce,  14  July  1806. 

I  AM  directed  by  the  Postmaster  General  t>>  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
23d  ultimo,  in  which  you  forward  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Government  of  India,  and 
of  its  eudusures,  leportiug  upon  ihe  questions  submitted  for  their  consideration  in  18ff3, 
with  reference  to  tne  establishment  of  a  weekly  communication  betvNeen  tbia  COOOtiy  tnd 
.India  vt^  Bombay,  cambincd  with  an  incireaae  m  the  postage  on  letters. 

It  appears  lint  tiie  Govmment  of  f nd!a  atrongty  recommend  that  a  waakly  commoniea- 
tioii  n>ay  be  eetabliftbed  betvreen  S«e«  and  Bombay  from  tbe  commencewetrt  of  tbe  naming 
year;  but  with  r^i^d  to  the  question  of  the  increase  of  postage,  it  seems  that  that  Govem- 
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flMUi,  under  tilt  impresBioa  that,  ts  the  measare  had  been  relinqahbed  ha  ragardi  Australia,      ApfkNa.  ]« 
it  fNiuId  Mt  he  peeaMd  io  tuvfivA.  to  India,  have  not  entered  on  the  diseimioo  of  the  aubjeek 
at  any  length.   The  Oovermnent,  buwmer,  though  not  objecting  to  the  Bmall  inareaaa  of 

charge  on  letiers  transmitted  r ATnrsc-illts,  siiiji^csted  as  a  maximum  l>y  Mr.  Riddell, 
Director  General  of  the  Post  Office  of  India,  think  that  the  proposed  increase  would  impoae 
•OBM  hardahift  oa  a  ooneideimfale  portion  tX  die  European  community  in  India,  and  wonld 

be  very  unpopular. 

The  Posimatiter  Geoentl  fully  agrees  with  Sir  Charle«  Wood  and  the  Govirnmcnt  uf 
India  in  Ihenptnion  expreeeed  in  yoor  letter,  of  the  advanti^e  of  Kubstitutii^  for  the  present 
pofllal  service  vitb  India  a  weeluy  eenioe,  and  in  tliinking  that  that  eerrice  should  be 
exclusively  with  Bombay ;  but  bn  Lordabip  is  of  opiaion  that  nnfea*  ibe  object  be  aeeoBk- 

plished  bv  iinposin  j  additional  Uixation  on  tlie  |iublir,  'generally  (in  the  [)roprietv  of  which, 
80  far  at  least  a&  relates  to  ibe  English  public,  he  cannot  concur),  these  improvements  can 
be  obtained  only  by  raiung  the  poetage,  as  proposed  in  my  letter  of  the  Sth  Januaiy 
186.1. 

Sir  Cliurle^j  \\'oad  is  no  tluubt  awurt;  that  the  service  to  India,  evcu  na  now  conducted, 
entails  a  heavy  loss,  sucli  hiss  amounting  to  not  less  than  about  80,000/.  u  year;  and  if 
witbuuL  requiring  higher  rates  of  postage  the  aervice  were  to  be  altered  in  the  way  deeired, 
ibis  loss  would  probably  he  incresBed  to  about  120,000/.,  and  possibly  to  a  yet  larger 
amount 

By  raising  llie  postage,  liovvevcr,  by  way  of  Southampton  to  1  s.,  and,  vi&  Marseilles, 
(so  lon^  as  the  preseni  hi<^b  tmn>it  chaige  throaeh  Fiance  coaiiiiQes),  to  l«.  4<C,  the  loss 
would.  It  is  esliaiaicd,  be  reduced  to  about  41,000^ 

Should  the  coinnxercial  intercourse  between  the  United  Kingdom  and  Ins] la  continue  to 
increase  ut  the  same  rate  as  of  late,  even  this  smaller  loss  would  probably  at  no  distant  time 
disappear;  und  if  instead  of  a  loss  a  snrphis  should  arise,  then  Lord  btanle;^  of  Alderley 
Ibinas  that  tbeqnestton  might  properly  be  considered,  of  a  grsdnal  reduction  in  the  rale  of 
pontile!,  with  lb<»  Iiojje  of  coming  back  by  degrees  to  the  present  rates. 

When,  a  few  yeurii  agu,  the  question  arose  whether  the  packet  service  to  China  should 
be  diminished  or  the  postage  increased  (and  thnt  to  the  extent  now  sug^'^cstt  >l  in  regard  to 
India),  the  merchants  who  were  consulted,  readily,  and,  I  believe,  cheerfully,  consented  to 
tbe  increase  of  postage,  an  increase  which,  so  lar  as  Lord  Stanley  is  aware,  has  not  given 
rise  to  a  tingle  complaint,  or  <  auscd  any  diminution  in  tlie  amount  of  the  correspotidence ; 
auU  iu  the  commnnica lions  which  have  taken  place  with  the  Australian  Colon  es,  it  has 
always  been  clearly  stated  that  the  Home  Government  ran  hold  ont  no  prospect  of  any 
increase  in  the  packet  FLrvice  witboxil  a  simultaneous  increase  in  the  rate  of  postage. 

Thus,  the  suspension,  not,  as  the  Indian  Govcnuncnt  sicm  to  suppnsi',  the  abandonment 
of  the  question  of  raising  the  postage  to  Australia,  has  been  coincident  with  a  postponement 
ot  the  other  question  of  making  the  service  to  Australia  fortnightly  instead  of  montbly. 

If  the  beneiBt  to  be  obtainea  by  the  proposed  alteration  in  the  mail  5;ervice  to  India  be  as 
great  as  those  who  call  most  loudly  for  it  stated  it  to  be,  the  persons  who  will  t  njoy  such 
benefit  must  surely  be  willing,  rather  than  forego  it,  to  pay  tne  moderate  rate  uf  postage 
Which  has  been  named,  a  rate  much  less  than  that  charged  only  10  years  ago,  w  hen  the 
■>i  r\\vG  uas  very  inferior,  for  at  that  time  besidea  a  shilling  rate,  via  Southampton,  with  an 
addition  uf  10(2.  ii  ihc'ietter  went  through  France,  there  was  a  cuubidtjtable  iurthnr  charge 
in  India. 

"With  re^'iird  ti<  tho^e  who  would  suffer  most  by  an  ucfcase  of  poetage,  and  who  might 
consider  the  <i;reaier  frequency  and  rep:ularity  of  the  mail  serrlce  as  no  compensation  Ibr 
Buch  increase,  namely,  the  large  body  ut  private  soldiers  in  India,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  the  rate  ol  postage  to  them  would  not  be  altered,  but  would  remain  as  now,  \  d.  only 
per  half  ounce  letter. 

The  calcTilation  made  by  Mr  IliHdell,  that  if  the  packets  went  exclnsivcly  to  B"i  >iny, 
instead  of  alteniat^-Jy  to  Bombay  and  Calcutta,  the  service  could  be  established  at  a  Rmaller 
cost  tlian  is  now  incurred,  is  fallacious.  A  similar  siatement  was  made  by  Mr.  Kiddell  in 
1000,  and  was  replied  to  in  a  letter  from  this  department  to  tbe  India  Office,  dated  the 
15th  November  or  that  year. 

The  chief  fallacy  consists  in  supposing  that  the  Indian  service  is  p;iiil  for  at  a  certain 
rate  (4<.  %d.)  per  mile,  and  that  by  a  redaction  in  the  number  of  miles  a  coriesj»iuding 
saving  would  be  effected. 

llie  service  is  not  paid  for  in  thai  way  ;  a  piven  sum  is  paid,  and  it  is  true  that  that  gum, 
divided  by  the  number  of  uiiks  run,  yieida  a  quotient  ol  about  44.  Hd.;  but  tso  lon^j  as  from 
commercial  necessities  steamboats  go  in  certain  proportions  to  Calcutta,  and  only  in  cenaia 
Other  proportions  to  Bombay,  no  material  reduction  in  the  cost  of  the  Galcmta  eervtce  can 
beeflMtoa  by  dininisKing  the  number  of  mails  eenthy  the  Calcutta  boats,  while  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  ni ails  w;nt  to  Bombay,  by  rendering  necessary  a  corresponding  increase 
in  tbe  number  of  h  nts    r,  that  route,|would  be  attended  with  a  large  increase  of  expense. 

It  would  be  '>iblp  to  separate  the  Indian  service  from  those  to  China  and  Australia, 
as  stiggested  by  Mr.  iiiddell,  without  having  distinct  services  throughout,  including  that  In 
the  Mediterranean,  an  alteration  which  in  all  |)robability  would  much  increase  the  cost  of 
nil  three  services. 

Tbe  change  in  the  rates  of  postage  suggested  by  l&x»  BiddelJ  would  be  complex,  irregular, 
and  inconsistent  with  any  existing  scale,  and  would  fiul  in  tbe  object  in  riew,  yvi^  inat  or 

iTiriklng  good  the  deficiency  in  the  revenue.    If,  however,  such  changes  as  those  named  be 
auitab^  for  India,  there  wonld  be  no  objection  on  Lard  Stanley's  part  to  their  adoption 
0.48.  «ai  witli 
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Ap]>>  Mo.  1.      with  respect  to  letters  ported  In  India,  pcorided  the  coneetioii  of  postage,  and  the  payment 

— •  of  the  subsidy,  be  placed  on  the  same  footii^  as  in  the  caise  of  the  Australian  Colonies,  viz., 
that  of  the  Imperial  and  Indian  Governments  each  paying  half  the  subsidy,  and  keeping 
•11  tiie  postage  they  collect. 

Independently  of  the  point  under  immediate  consi  li  r;ttion.  Lord  Stanley  of  Alderley 
would  be  glnd  to  see  sucn  an  alteration  effected,  as  i:  wouid  reduce  the  accounts  beiween 
the  two  post  offices,  and  be  attended  with  other  advantages. 

The  proposed  diminution  in  the  mmiber  of  packets  nrom  Southampton  would  not  (at 
ascertained  by  inquiry  lung  ago)  result  in  Mny  deciMM  in  the  Mbiidy.  The  present  paekelB 
from  Southampton  are  required  for  the  purposes  of  eonuneree,  end  moMt,  llMiBroreyOoiitiiitte 
to  run,  wiiether  mails  be  aeot  by  them  or  not. 

I  am,  &c. 

Henoan  Merivale,  Esq.,  C.B.,  («gned)f      f.  MUL 

India  Office. 


Mr.  Merivak  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Post  Office. 

Sir,  Tn  lia  Office,  S.W.,  6  October  1865. 

I  HAVE  laid  before  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  in  Council  Mr.  Hill's  letter,  dated 
ilie  14ili  of  July  last,  on  the  subject  of  the  proposed  weekly  postal  cflmnraoiieatlott  between 
this  country  niul  Bomboy,  und  tliR  question  of  nn  increase  in  the  rates  of  postage  between 
England  and  India ;  and  in  reply  I  am  directed  to  make  the  following  observations  for  the 
oonslderatkm  of  Her  Mejerty'e  Postmaster  OeaeraL 

2.  Sir  Clinrles  \Vood  observes  with  regret  th  .t  the  arguments  of  the  Director  General  of 
the  Post  Office  in  India  are  considered^  by  Lord  Stanley  of  Alderley  to  be  erraneoo^  and 
that  Lord  Stanley  of  Alderley  is  of  opinion  that.  In  order  to  carry  oot  the  proposed  addi- 
tional postal  service  to  Bonibiiy,  without  a  largely  increased  cliarge  to  the  &tatc,  ii  would 
Still  be  necessary  to  raise  the  rates  of  Indian  postage,  although  all  postal  service  to  Madras 
and  <^leotta  by  sea  ahonid  be  dueontimied. 

3.  The  (iecision  of  thequwtioD  IS  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Postmaster  General.  Sir 
Charles  Wood,  however,  r  ntertains  a  strong  impression  that  if  the  question  of  postal  com- 
munication with  India  were  to  he  considered  on  its  own  merits,  nnd  apart  from  tlic  interests 
of  England  and  China  on  one  side,  and  of  En5;;larul  and  Australia  on  the  other,  the  proposed 

•  weekly  mail  to  and  from  England  and  Bombay  might  be  provided  for  at  a  charge  fur 
posUd  snbaidy  not  ezoe«dtng  that  now  paid  for  toe  wlwle  of  the  Indian  aervke. 

4.  Sir  Charles  Wood,  however,  cannot  regard  tfie  question  as  one  merely  affecting  the 

ch.irfre  on  the  Imperial  revenues.  It  haB  hecn  the  perception  of  flic  hearing  of  increased 
postal  comiounication  on  the  wealth  and  progress  of  a  country  that  has  induced  statesmen 
of  late  year*  to  consent  to  fiscal  sacrifices  for  the  parpoae  of  obtaining  it. 

6.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  increased  poatil  eonmninieation  iriib  India  implies  in> 
creasing  relations  with  that  country,  increased  commerce,  increased  investment  of  English 
capital,  increased  settlement  of  energetic  middle  class  Englishmen  ;  and  from  all  of  these 

sources  the  wealth  and  prosper  ily  of  England  are  probably  more  greatly  iucreastd  than 
that  of  India  i  and  at  the  present  day  there  are  classes  in  India^  not  private  soldiers,  to 
whom  the  loeraase  of  the  rate  of  postage  between  the  two  countries  woold  be  not  on^  a 
hardship  bnt  a  positive  hindrance  to  their  progress. 

6.  Sir  Cliarlr  s  Wood  is  tl  us  of  opinion,  on  the  one  hand,  that  the  proposed  increase  of 

{lostage  would  be  liktly  lo  have  u  mus-t  sierious  effect  on  the  joint  iutensts  of  England  and 
ndia^and,  on  the  other,  that  the  charge  of  the  additional  service  to  and  from  BomSay  might 
bie  nrovided  for  by  reductions  in  other  parts  of  the  Indian  service ;  and  tic  trusts  that  the 
furtner  consideration  of  the  sobject  may  lead  Lord  Stanley  of  Alderley  to  procure  from  the 
Lords  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  the  requisite  authority  to  establish  the  weekly  oommnni* 
cation  with  Bombay,  without  any  alteration  of  the  existing  rates  of  postage. 

7.  I  am  desired  to  forward,  for  the  consideration  of  Lord  Stanley  of  Alderley, a  copy  of  a 
farther  letter,  with  its  enclosures,  which  baa  been  my  leoently  received  from  tbeGover»> 
meat  of  India  upon  ibis  subject. 

I  am,  8us. 
(sq^ned)     Armm  Munale. 
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Eodoture  1,  in  Na.  89. 

Hone  DeptrtoMiit,  Post  Office^      7  of  I86fib 
To  the  Right  Honourable  Sir  Gkarlet  Wettdt  Bert,  o.c.b,.  Secretary  of  State  for  /ikSs. 

Sir,  8tml«,  SI  Jdj  186S.     IVoh  Bankin 

Ix  contirmatton  of  our  Despatch,  No.  5,  dated  the  5 7tli  April,  we  have  the  honour  to  No.  1M8,  Jaled 
transtitil  copy  of  a  cortespoudeuce  with  the  Goverunitot  of  Boiulra,y,  relative  to  a  proposal  ^       1888,  and 
for  aclditionul  mail  communication  between  Bombay  nnd  SneB,  tOMlhcrwith  Oopf  of  a  in^D*""!!^'  m 
note  on  the  subject  by  the  Director  Oeoeral  of  the  Post  Office.  £dLS%y 

We  have,  &c. 

(sigaed )      John  Lawrtuet,  G.  A.  Taylor. 

fV.  R.  MemqfiOd*  fV.  N,  Massey, 

W.  Grey,  H,  M.  Durand, 


Boebnre  9,  in  No.  89. 


From  Chapmnn,  Esq.,  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  Bombay,  to  the 

Secretary  to  the  Government  of  India,  Home  DepartmenL 

(No.  1120,  dated  Bombay  Cnstlo,  22  June  1865.) 

I  AM  directed  by  His  Excellency  the  Govtrnor  in  Council  to  forward  to  you  for 
subtnissioti  to  His  CxceUeoey  the  GoTemor 

General  in  CottncU.  copies  of  the  COrree-    .  ''^''^       Sapc-riiucuclcnt,  peninsular  anJ  Oriental  Steam  Naviga- 

pondence  noted  in  the  mar-in,  relntifeto  n  Pa,txu«te/G«ieral  No.  I4l«,dat«i  8  June  1866. 

£ropo8til  for  additional  mail  commonieatioik    G«TCmmentLitteCiNe.lt<^iiltodt£ JnmieMI. 
Biween  Bombay  and  Suez. 


Endosnre  3,  in  No.  99* 

From  T.  Black,  Esq.,  Superintendent  Provincial  and  Oriental  Steam  'Naviiiatiun  Compeny^ 
to  the  Ciiief  Secrclury  to  Goverumeot  Bombay  (dated  Boaibay,  30  May  1805). 

1  BATB  the  honour  to  bring  to  your  notice  that  the  directora  of  ihia  compeny  contemplate 
tbeoommenoement  of  an  additional  fbrtnighily  mail  serrlre  betwran  England  and  Bombay, 

in  conjini.  tion  with  tholr  Calcutta  and  Suez  Line,  should  sufficient  encoura^ei-ji nt  be 
given  to  tlv  ni  by  the  Government  and  the  public  to  warrant  their  trvinf  the  expeiiment. 

2.  The  liuaie^wiird  steamers  from  Calcutta  reach  Suez  about  ihe  4ti)  and  17ih  of  the 
month,  and  it  is  proposed  that  ilie  departure  of  the  tidditional  vessels  from  Bombay  sboutd 
be  so  timed  at  to  allow  of  iheir  reaching;  Suez  on  the  same  date  as  tbe  Calcutta  steamers, 

3.  In  the  aame  manner  the  additional  Bombav  mails  would  be  deapatched  outward  from 
Soezy  aimultaneonaly  with  the  steamera  for  Cabutta,  leaving  about  the  4th  and  lOtb  of 
each  month. 

4.  My  objtct  in  addressing  you  is  to  ascertain  whether  the  Government  of  Bombay 
would  be  willing  to  oHer  substantial  encouragement  and  pecuniary  aid  towards  the  carrying 
oat  of  th^  propoied  aervice. 

5.  The  addition  of  two  steamera  a  month  to  the  postal  service  between  Soez  a  H  ]V)inbay 
conld  only  be  carried  out  at  a  very  heavy  outlay  on  the  part  of  the  company,  and  could  not 
therefore  be  undertaken  profitably  without  Government  aid  ;  at  the  same  time  the  great 
and  growing  importance  of  Bomlciy  as  a  cotnnierciiil  port,  point  to  an  increase  in  liie  ineans 
of  communicaUoa  with  England  ax  a  most  deiiirable  and  im^rtant  object  to  be  accomplished. 
It  ia  also  to  be  remembered  that  an  increase  hi  the  mail  aerrice  between  England  and 
Bombay  givef  equally  increased  means  of  communication  to  ail  other  parts  of  Indm. 

6.  The  incmorial  recently  addressed  to  the  Postmnstcr  General  by  a  number  of  leading 
merchaittfi  in  London,  and  a  similar  memorial  forwarded  by  the  Bombay  Chamber  of  Com* 
merce,  on  the  subject  of  the  mail  service,  show  that  tbe  commercial  section  of  the  commn* 
nity  are  fully  alive  to  the  advantac^es  to  be  derived  from  Vkcreased  postal  commnniGatioOf 
and  I  imagine  that,  in  apolitical  point  of  view,  the  scheme  ia  equally  deeimble. 

7.  I  shall  be  ^lad  to  b«  favoured  with  the  views  of  the  Goferament  of  Bombay  on  the 
subject,  and  as  it  is  vr  i  vd.  s'rullt  t'l  tt  nrraneements  Pjr  the  proposed  exionsi d  f  the 
company's  operations  should  be  defined  at  as  early  a  date  as  practicable,  I  shall  be  obliued 
'by  an  early  reply  to  this  letter,  in  order  that  I  may,  if  posstUe,  oonvey  the  views  of  His 
Excellency  the  Governor  ia  Cooneil  to  the  directors  of  the  company,  by  the  next  oatgoiog 
maiL 
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.  AJMMJJ*.  *•  Sndosnra  4,  in  No.  89. 

RsroBT  by  the  Poetmuter  Genenl  (No.  1416),  of  1886. 

A  PROPOSAL  for  adriitioiiiil  communication  between  Suez  and  Bombay  is,  I  learn,  from 
the  Director  General  of  the  Pust  Office  in  India  (Appendix  A.),  before  the  GoTemmeat  of 

f.  The  agents  of  the  Bombay  and  Bengal  Steamihip  Company,  who  have  been  niDiung 
steamers  casually  from  Bombay  lu  Suez,  and  contcm|jlite  dome:  «o  rt  gulariy  ev.  ry  fortnight, 
were  officially  asked  to  state  what  subsidy  tht-y  required  for  such  -crvice,  aud  have  named 
(Appendix  B.)  60,000/.  per  annum,  t  his  sum  is  about  half  the  amount  paid  to  the 
Peninralar and  Oriental  Company  for  the  entire  Mail  Service  between  Enghind  and  India 
hy  boih  roQles  of  Sonthampion  and  Mareollee*  weetward  of  Egypt,  ana  Calcutta,  and 
Bombay,  eaetward  of  the  sanu-. 

a.  It  would  be  advisable  that  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company  should  be  similarly 
called  on  to  state  the  sum  Ibr  wbirh  they  are  willing  to  undertake  an  additional  fortnightly 

Bcrvict'  to  Suez.  On  the  Ui^^t  ocoMsion  that  tend' wpip  invited  fiom  Ijoiidon  those  ot  the 
Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company's  (who  tendered  direct  without  the  tnterventioa  of  the 
India  post  office  or  Gorennnent)  were  so  high  as  to  preelade  reeeptioo. 

4.  From  wliatever  sum  they  a^k  u  dcdiutinn  oiiiiht,  in  my  estimation,  lo  be  made,  equal 
to  the  subsidy  fur  the  present  mail  i-en'ice  from  Suez,  vid  (h.\le  to  Calcutta,  which  will  be 
■Duecessary  and  supcfflnoas  for  India  as  soon  as  direct  weekly  commuDication  with  Bombay 
is  established. 

5.  The  portion  of  it  from  Sues  to  Ceylon,  to  which,  and  to  Australia,  Tasmania,  and 
New  Zealand  only,  it  will  be  oeeesssiy  to  be  continued,  ought  to,  and  I  presume  will,  be 
diarged  to  those  colonies. 

6.  I  have  no  doubt,  howevor,  that  these  details  will  receive  tiie  fullest  consideration  from 
the  Director  General  of  the  Post  Office,  who,  many  years  ago,  before  the  railways  had 
advanced  to  one-fifth  of  their  present  ext^  nl,  advocated  m  >rc  frequent  and  direct  steam 
communication  with  England,  vid  Bombajr,  and  undertook  to  transport  the  whole  of  the 
mails  across  Ind  ia  in  a  shorter  time,  end  with  no  greater  expense  than  was  paid  by  the  State 
for  the  long  sea  route  vid  Galle  t»  Caloutta. 

7.  The  extensions  of  the  raihray  sinoe  bave  greatly  increased  the  facilities  of  land  tntns- 
pori ;  atld  uh  soon  as  ll»e  railways  on  this  side  of  India  are  completed,  on  the  Nagpore, 
extension  to  Nagpore  or  even  to  Surdee,  froni  wln  iice  u  made  road  extends  to  Nagpore,  and 
upon  the  Jobbalpore  extension  as  far  as  Kundwa,  there  will  be  available  two  trunk  maiU 
oart  routes,  one  for  the  Calcutta  mails,  and  of  one  for  those  of  the  North  Western  Provinces 
and  I*unjab  mails,  wliich  will  admit  of  tlie  rapid  disposal  of  the  entire  corresiKjndence  of 
India  in  those  directions  with  certainty  and  rekularity.  To  effect  the  same  in  the  direction 
of  Madias,  the  complctkMk  of  a  nail  cart  rood  from  Brockapoie  to  Hnrrybar  is  cssentiai  and 
progressing  rapidly. 

Bi  "  ^^y  P'^stmaster  General's  Camp^  (s^ed)      E.  Tmpeif, 

Mahabiebliwur,  8  June  1866.  Postmaster  General 


Encksore  8,  in  No.  89. 

From  ft  $'  (^tgpman,  Esq.,  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  Bombay,  to  dm 
Superintendent  of  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam  Navigation  Compsaj. 

(No.  11S4,  dated  Bombay  Castle,  22  June  1865.) 

I  AM  directed  by  lus  Excellency  the  Governor  in  Council,  to  acknowledge  the  reeeipt  of 
your  letter,  dated  SOth  ultimo,  and  in  reply,  to  inform  you  taat  the  proposal  for  additional 
mail  communication  between  Bombay  and  Suez  is  now  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Goveromentof  India ;  that  this  Government  fully  recojguise  the  advisability  of  the  measure, 
and  diat  if  yon  an  prapaiedito  auke  any  specific  oflw  it  shall  be  ddy  nwwardfld  to  Uie 
pnpsr  qnaiter.   


Enelomne  6,  in  No.  88l 

Fran  A,  M.  JibMlMA,^E8q.,  Under  Seoalary  to  tba  GofvnnBent  of  Indis,  Hone  Depavlp 
ncnt,  to  F.  &  CSI^paMi^  Emi„  Chief  femteiy  tothe  Government  of  Bonbay. 

(Nob  151,  dated  Simla*  16  Jidy  1888.) 

I  AM  directed  to  acknowledge  tlie  i »  ceipl  of  your  letter,  No.  1126,  dated  the  oed  ultimo, 
Ibrwaidiog  a  cuuy  of  correspondence  relative  to  a  proposal  for  additional  mail  cuwiauni- 
cation  between  Bombay  and  Sues,  and  to  forward  in  reply  for  the  informatii>D  of  the 
Govtrnment  of  Bombay,  a  ropy  of  a  Oaspaich,  Nob  ft,addrwnd  to  the  ScoNtaiy  of  Stan, 

under  date  17th  of  April  la.aL 

8.  Tlie  correspondence  now  under  reply  will  be  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  State  in 
oontinnatiott  of  tiie  abore. 
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BncloMre  7,  ia  No.  99. 

TXon  by  tbe  Director  General  of  the  Post  Office  of  India. 

1  AM  decidedly  of  opiuion  that  it  is  very  deair.ible  thai  the  cODtlMt  for  ibe«Mv«yuM0 
of  addiliooai  mai's  to  Bimtbay  tiliould,  if  possible,  be  given  to  some  otW  company  and 
oot  to  the  Penins\ilar  and  Oneatal  Company.  This  course  was  recommended  some  years 
Uffkhfjf9  Coounittee  of  the  House  of  Comtuone,  and  us  lln  re  is  notluiiL;  in  the  naviuutiou 
baiween  Suez  aad  Bombay  to  ^ireveDt  an  ansociation  of  nwdirate  meatu  perfonuing  Um 
aarfioe  leqaiiwl,  I  thtok  tbat  it  will  be  to  the  advutage  of  the  pttblic  in  ladia  that  the 
■ail  lerfioe  shoald  be  entniitad  to  two  diibreat  piirtki. 

I  do  not  understand  why  the  Penin«u1ar  and  Oricnfa!  aj'  nt  iipplied  to  the  Bnmbay 
Gk>Tenunent  for  a  subsidy;  if  I  am  not  mistnken  tenders  have  been  publiclj  invited  ia 
Enfhiad,  and  tbeiefere  no  tender  eoald  be  aecepted  here. 


No.  4«. 

The  Poitmaater  General  to  the  Treasury. 

My  Lords,  General  Post  Otfice,  16  November  1865. 

1  HATB  the  honour  to  lay  befofe  your  Lordships  a  copy  of  somecorreapondetice*  between 
Aia  department  end  the  Tndia  Office,  relative  to  the  proposed  entablisbment  of  a  weekly 
fliail  service  to  Bombay,  unci  t  >  a  n  coninicndutton  on  m>  part  thrit  concniTently  with  this 
alter«,ti<ni  tbe  rate  ot  postage  to  India  be  increased  by  &d.  the  half  ounce  letter,  thus 
making  the  postage  of  ancli  a  letter  viA  Soathampton  I and,  (so  long  as  the  present  high 
transit  rate  ihrous^  France  continues)  vid  Marseilles,  1  a.  4d. 

Your  Lordsliips  will  perceive  by  tilt'  last  Utter  from  the  India  Office,  dated  the  Tith  ultiny\ 
that  iiotwitliKtaiidiiig  the  facts  an  i  a  gumenta  which  1  have  adduced  tu  favour  uf  aa  incieast: 
of  })ostnge,  Sir  Charles  Wood  is  stdl  averse  to  this  measure,  and  the  decision  on  this 
aabject  rests  with  3  onr  Lordshipa*  1  think  it  well  without  inrther  delay  to  aubnut  the  case  to 
yoo. 

With  regard  to  Sir  Charles  Wood's  impre-^sion  that  R[Mirt  from  the  interests  of  England 
ai:d  China  t  ii  one  >ide,  and  ot  England  and  Aii-.tialia  on  tlic  otiiur.  the  proposed  weekly 
mail  to  and  from  Eoelaod  and  Bombay  might  be  provided  for  at  a  cbar^  fur  a  postal  sub- 
sidy not  exceeding  Aat  now  paid  for  the  whole  of  the  Indian  feervioe,  1  have  to  ob«enre, 
first,  that  it  wns  decided  hv  ynur  Lordships  many  years  ago,  that  India  had  as  <rreat  an 
interest  in  the  postal  communication  with  China  as  has  the  United  Kiogdom,  and  that  the 
Indian  Goveronent  thaefon  must  pay  one-half  of  the  loss  whicli  thnt  commtmication 
entails,  so  that  no  expense  would  be  saved  to  India  by  the  withdrawal  from  the  China 

KeketH  of  Indian  letters.  And,  secondly,  that  I  cannot  agree  with  Sir  G.  Wood  in  his 
lief  rf.spectiii<^  the  postal  suL^idv,  wliich,  in  my  opinion,  would,  by  thii  propnsed  ciian^e  be 
materially  increased,  since,  as  already  pointed  out,  so  lou<j;  as  steam  ships  for  commercial 
purposes  ply  to  Calcutta,  little  or  nothing  as  a  set-off  against  the  additional  cost  of  more 
than  doubting;  the  service  between  Bn^--'  :\nd  Bombay  would  be  gained  by  eeaaing  to  fend 
mails  by  8eal>ctween  <3alle  and  Calcuttn. 

lu  Sir  C.  Wood's  remark  respecting  tlie  tendency  of  iucreaseii  postal  communication  with 
India  to  increase  the  eommeree  and  oUier  l>eneficial  relations  between  the  two  conntnes,  I 
fidly  concur,  but  ii  appear*  to  me  that  if  that  principle  were  to  be  logically  carried  out 
imapediTe  of  other  consideration*,  it  wonid  not  merely  prevent  an  iocieaee  of  postage,  bnl 
woald  lead  to  Its  entive  afaoliiioi^  if  indeed  Ae  principM  w<uuld  net  eany  nt  fai,  fwtner. 

An  injorious effect,  similar  to  that  which  would  arise  from  a  d5m;mitinn,  or  railier  a  slower 
rale  of  increase  for  a  time  of  correspondence  between  the  two  countries  (for  the  latter  would 
no  doubt  be  the  practical  operation  of  my  proposal)  would  also  attend  any  <lecre.asc  in  the 
^entity  of  cotton  passing  Dctwccn  the  two  countries ;  yet  I  feel  sure  that  Sir  C.  Wood 
would  not  for  a  moment  suggest  th  it  in  order  to  keep  np  thU  quantity  tlie  two  Governments 
riiould  grant  a  bounty  on  its  export  by  undertikin'^  to  pay  part  of  tin-  cost  of  its  carriage* 
b  principle,  however,  the  two  cases  appear  to  me  to  be  stridly  anabeoas,  since  to  convey 
lettnn  ataleaa  oharge  than  that  wbieh  their  oonv^anoe  entails,  ia  to  all  inlanta  and  purposes, 
to  gite  a  boonlj  on  eoneapondenoe. 

Ever  since  the  mail  packet  contracts  were  placed  underthr  ma  loementof  the  post  office 
it  has  been  the  aim  of  this  department  to  make  the  Packet  Service  self-supporting,  and 
0^  qq4  parfly 
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ApP'.No,  1.^  partly  by  its  success  io  obtaining  contracts  on  lower  terms  than  foraMrly|  partly  by  an  ior 
'*  ^'  '  ■  create  in  cenaia  caeea  in  the  rates  of  postage,  and  partly  by  an  augmentation  in  the  number 
of  letters,  much  progress  has  bten  made  towards  lliis  end  ;  and  if  the  same  policy  be  stradilv 
puriiued,  I  have  little  doubt  tliat  in  tlie  course  of  a  few  years  the  lai^e  sum  which  British 
taxpayers  are  still  called  on  to  contribute  tosvards  making  good  the  exeewof  the  packet 
enbndies  berond  the  amount  of  sea  postage,  witl  nearly  if  not  entirely  dmppcar;  but  what 
11  nov  argea  would  be  a  retrogra<le  movement,  and,  by  its  own  action  and  its  influence  ai  an 
example  (for  such  a  concession  would  in  all  probability  cause  applicatioiia  for  similar  con- 
cessions to  tlie  Ausimlian  and  other  colonies)  all  liope  of  rendering  the  Packet  Service  self- 
supporting:  would  probably  be  indefinitely  po>tponed. 

if  the  Indian  Guvemnient  he  so  impressed  with  tlie  importnnce  of  low  rates  of  postage 
heuveeu  thf  tvvu  cuuntrifti  ai>  to  be  willing  lu  take  upon  itself  the  whole  loss  arismg  from 
the  Packet  Service,  tbere  can  be  no  objection  on  the  part  ot  the  British  Post  OflSee,  nori  I 
presume,  on  that  of  your  JLordsbitM),  to  the  conttnaance  of  the  preuot  rates,  bat  I  can  tm  no 
other  gmund  on  wbich  it  would  be  ris^ht  for  these 'rates  to  remain  unaltered  so  loog  as  the 
only  oihcr  alternative  is  to  call  my  British  taxpayers  lo  make  still  hirger  coutribnlions  for 
the  purpose  of  ellecting  more  frec^uent  commuuicatioa  with  India,  which  even  under  present 
drenmslanoes  imposes  such  consideiable  burthens  upon  them. 

I  have,  &c. 

The  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury.  (sipied)      Stanb^  of  Mdtrlty, 


No.  41. 

Mr.  CidUUrs,  m.p.|  to  the  Postmaster  General. 

My  Lord,  Treasury  Chambers,  27  November  1865. 

I  AX  directed  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Rlajesty's  Treasury  to  inquire  with 
reference  to  your  Lordship's  letter  of  the  lOth  instant,  whether  if  the  Indian  Government 
should  agree  to  adopt  the  plan  rt'com IT) en(!(  (l  in  Mr.  TIill's  letter  lo  Mr.  Mciiviile  of  the 
14th  July  last,  namely,  that  the  Imptiial  aud  Indian  Uovenimeat  should  pay  each  half  the 
Indian  mail  service  and  keep  all  tiic  postage  they  severally  collect,  the  proposed  weekly 
mail  to  and  from  Bombay  cnuld  be  established  without  additional  charge  to  this  country,  it 
being  understood  that  no  change  \^  ould  be  made  in  the  rates  of  postage  by  Sootbaraptoc, 
or  In  the  |)rc8ent  armnnenietils  as  to  the  cj-t  of  the  mail  service  to  Cbina  and  AustraHa. 

1  am  to  state  that  if  your  Lordship  Khould  be  ot  opinion  that  such  a  plan  would  not 
entail  additional  cost  on  this  country,  my  Lords  see  no  objection  to  its  being  proposed  to 
the  Govemment  of  India. 

I  am  lu  add  that  my  Lords  incline  to  the  opinion  that  before  long  the  line  of  postal 
communication  between  this  country  and  I'-jrypt  will  be  via  Italy  rati  cr  thau  by  the  present 
routes,  and  that  in  discussion;  any  change  in  tlie  rate  of  postage  to  aud  from  India,  they 
considur  thst  this  prospect  should  ba  especially  kept  in  view. 

I  am,  &c. 
(signed)       ti.  a  E.  Childert. 


No»4S. 

The  Postmaster  General  to  the  Treasury. 

My  Lords,  General  Potit  Office,  6  December  1866. 

Ij*  reply  to  the  inquiry  made  in  your  Lordships'  letter  of  the  2711i  ultimo,  I  ha?«  the 

honour  to  inform  von  tliat  in  th  '  event  of  the  Indian  Goverimient  aerecing  to  adopt  the 
plan  recommended  in  Mr.  Hdl's  letter  to  Mr.  Kerivale  of  the  14th  July  last,  namely,  that 
of  the  Imperial  and  Indian  GotFinments  each  paying  half  the  cost  of  the  Indian  mail 

service  and  keeping  all  the  posin^e  they  respectively  collect,  the  propn^ed  weekly  mail 
between  England  and  Bombay  ccmld  not  be  established  without  additional  charge  to  this 
country. 

The  arrangement  referred  to  would  not  io  anyway  nflTect  the  question  of  the  cost  of  the 
modified  s^rrice  ;  and,  as  that  cost  would  certainly  exceed  the  amonnt  at  present  paid,  and 
one-half  of  the  excess  would  be  payable  by  the  Mother  Country,  ari  increased  cliargc  would 
necessarily  fiiU  upon  this  department  by  tiic  establishment  of  a  weekly  mail  to  Bombay. 

With  reference  to  the  last  paragraph  of  your  Lordships'  letter.  I  beg  leave  to  state  that 
for  some  time  past  I  have  had  under  consideration  the  question  of  sending  the  Ii  dian  and 
Australian  mails  via  Italy  instead  of  via  Marseilles,  and  that  I  will  not  lose  sight  of  the 
advantages  of  this  route'when  it  shall  appear  that  the  railway  communication  is  sttfiieieiltly 
advanced  to  admit  of  the  mails  being  so  forwarded  with  advantage. 

I  have,  fte. 

The  Lords  CommissionMS  of  iha  Tireosnry.  (signed)      StmUy  of  Aldtrley. 


^    .-  L,d  by  Google 


8BLSCT  COMIUXTSB  0»  BAST  IMSIA  COlUUHIOATZOm.  191  ^.•^x^ 


Mr.  CUMer^  v.f.,  to  tbe  pMiiDtBter  Gcoeni 

My  Lord,  Trtasuiy  Chambers,  14  December  1865. 

I  AM  dif«et«d  by  the  Lords  Couimisstooers  of  Her  Miyesiye  Treutiry  to  st&te  ihat  my 
Loids  1hit6  Again  dtttntirely  I'vi-u^ed  yuar  Lordship's  letter  of  tlie  16th  ultimo,  and  the 

coireapoudenct  f:ncl  sfd  lu  tweeu  your  de  >artiucnt  and  the  ludia  Office  relative  to  the 
proposed  estaUiiiliuieat  of  u  weekly  mail  service  to  Butnbay,  and  to  a  recuiitmendation  on 
your  piiri  that  concurrently  with  tbts  alteration  the  rute  <•('  po'^tage  he  increased  by  6  tb« 
balf-ouiue,  .i;h1  have  also  liijid  btfore  them  your  Lordship's  furthei  Id  tor  uf  the  6th  instant. 

I  am  tu  ^tdle  ihitt,  advtiung  to  the  objections  whicli  the.  Secretary  tor  India  appears  to 
entertain  to  the  proposed  increase  to  the  postage  on  the  cirrc  ^xmdeuM  between  the  Uniled 
Kingdt>in  tad  lodiH,  my  Lords  are  not  preparaU  to  adopt  i>uch  a  meamre  at  the  preeeu 
time,  and  that  ihey  would  not  feel  warranted  in  saDctioning  the  large  increase  to  the  charge 
for  postal  communication  witi)  India  wlncii  would  be  entailed  bv  ihe  alteration  in  the 
lervice  iToposed,  unless  the  Crovernmeat  of  India  should  think  fit  to  defray  the  entii« 
•moant  of  tliat  increase. 

I  am,  Sec. 
(Mjrned)       H.  C.  E.  Childers. 


No.  44. 

Mr.  F.  ma  to  Mr.  Mmnak, 

cnr,  Oeneral  Post  Office,  21  December  IMS. 

With  reference  to  yiui  letiei  of  the  5th  October  la»t.  I  have  to  request  that  you  will 
state  to  Sir  CharU-s  Wood  that  the  Pa&tmaster  General  h  is  brought  under  the  cousicU'ration 
of  the  Lords  Commissioner^  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  the  whole  of  the  correspondence 
which  has  taken  place  between  tiie  ludm  Office  and  thisi  deuiirtroent  on  the  subject  of  the 
propo$«ed  weekly  communication  between  this  countrv  and  Bombay,  and  the  recommendap 
tion,  <  n  the  part  of  his  Lordship,  tlm"  c  cuneivlv  with  this  ulleration  the  rate  '»f  pOStaga 
on  letters  to  and  from  India  should  be  increased  from  6  <i.  to  1  f.  ttie  singie  rate. 

The  Lords  CnmmissioDers,  advertin»  to  the  objections  which  8w  Charles  Wood  onteitaim 
l<)  the  prnpn-ed  increusf-  "f  ncstaire,  ■•<V\\<:  that  they  ^tre  not  prepared  to  adopt  snch  a 
measure  at  the  present  time,  and  that  on  tltf  other  hand  they  should  not  feel  warranted  io 
taactiontng  the  large  increase  to  tbe  ch  .r^e  ibr  pust.il  communication  with  India  which 
would  be  entailed  by  loakiog  tbe  serrfce  to  Bombay  weekly,  unless  the  Government  of 
India  >ho>ild  think  fit  to  demy  tbe  entire  amoant  ol^'  that  increase. 

I  an),  &c. 

Herman  Merivale.  Esq.,  C.B.,  India  Office.  (siuned)      F.  HUL 


—  No.  10.  — 

COPIES  of  CoKBBSPOimBNCB  relative  to  the  proposed  Traamn'siiun  of  the  Ivdian 
and  Australian  Mails  by  the  Roate  of  Jtoljr. 

No.  1. 

Mr.  Hamnumd  to  Sir  Bowtand  Bill. 

Sir,  Forei^  Office,  Jone  7, 1861. 

T  AM  directed  by  Lord  John  Russell  lo  transmit  to  you,  to  be  laid  before  tbe  Postmaster 
General,  the  accompanying  copy  of  a  despaii  h  Ir  hh  Her  Majesty's  Minister  at  Turin, 
endowing  a  memorandum  communicated  to  nim  by  the  Italian  Posttoaaur  Gboeraly  relative 
to  a  shorter  route  to  tbe  East  Indies  «tf  Anoona  and  Alexaodrm. 

I  am,  &c. 

Sir  Rowland  Hill,  K.C.B.,  (sij^ned)       £.  Hammond, 

kc.,  fte.,  4kc.  _ 

Enclosure  l,  in  Mo.  1. 

iNo.  260.) 

Sir  James  Hudson  to  Lord  Jok»  SmM,  h.vw 

My  Lord.  Turin,  1  June  1861. 

Ill  tiie  early  part  of  oexiyear  ihere  will  be  a  continuous  and  uniaten*upied  iioeof  rail- 
way, with  the  OKoepttoa  of  the  break  at  th«  Moot  Cenis^  between  CSalais  and  Anoona. 
0.43.  Bb 
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Amk  1I«  1  means  of  communication  with  the  East  Indies,  vid  Alexandria  will  therefore  be 

tti  I  *  *  accelerated  between  London  and  Alexandria,  vid  Ancona.  as  compared  with  the  present 
route  vt4  Marseilirs  by  i'l  lunns,  mid  when  the  same  line  is  continued  from  Ancona  to 
Brindisi  there  will  be  a  further  tuiviog  in  time  of  16  hours,  in  all  38  hours,  as  betweea 
London  and  Alexandria^ 

The  Italian  Oovcmmrnt  i=5  qnitc  picparcd,  as  Count  Cavour  and  Chevalier  Peruzzi 
(Minister  oi  Public  Works)  have  informed  luc,  to  do  ail  that  lit  s  in  their  power  to  facilitate 
the  carriage  of  the  Indian  mail  OMT  tittt  line. 

i  am  tmd  that  a  steamboat  company,  at  the  bead  of  which  i»  the  late  C!ommander  in 
Chief  of  the  Indian  Navy  is  in  the  course  of  formation  in  England,  and  has  already  made 
proposals  to  this  Governiuent  to  carry  the  mails  between  Ancona  and  Alexandria. 

I  have  the  honour  to  annex  to  this  despatch  a  memorandum  upon  this  project  which  I 
have  Teceiv«d  horn  the  Italian  Postmuter  Oen«m]. 

I  have,  &c. 

The  Lord  John  Kussell  (signed)      James  Hudton. 


Enclosure    in  No.  l. 
(Trandntion.) 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  Anoona  route  is  preferabie  fat  tlie  trumninion  of  the 
«iidiaii  mails  to  that  of  Maraeillea. 
The  distanee  firom  Alexandria  to  MarMillea  is 

Ifautieal  miles      .      .      .      .      .      .      .  1,600 

From  Alexanidiiato  Aneona  -      •      •      -      -    i  ^n 


A  mean  diflbrenoe  of  490 


The  English  steamem  between  Handllei  wul  Atonndria  take  165  hours. 

The  quick  trains  between  Marseilles  and  LondoQ  take  20  houn,  makiog  » total  betwoea 
Alexandria  and  London  of  184  hours. 

If  the  English  steamers  made  for  Ancona,  instead  of  Marseilles,  they  would  go  ftom 
Alexandria  to  London  in  162  hows;  thus  in  22  hours  leas  than  by  UanwUes  as  ^pean 
below  :  — 


From  Alexandria  to  London  by  Marseilles. 

From  Alexandria  to  Malta  •      -      -  •  •  M  bouis. 

From  Malta  to  Marseilles  -      -  •  •  68  „ 

From  Marseilles  to  Paris  -  -  -  19  ^ 

From  Paris  to  London  -            -  •  -  10 

1 84  hours. 


From  Alc.vundria  to  London,  by  Ancona. 

Alexandria  to  Ancona  -      -      -      -  -  108  hours. 

Aneona  to  Turin  -----  -      12  „ 

Turin  to  Paris       -       -       -  -  -  82 

Paris  to  London    -----  -  10  „ 

162  hours. 


When  the  railway  shall  be  completed  to  Brindisi  the  distance  between  Alexsndiia  and 
London  will  be  done  in  146  hours,  1.  e. : — 

Alexandria  to  Brindisi   -      -      -      -84  hours. 
Bnndiai  to  Turin   -      -      -      -      -   20  „ 
Turin  to  London  -      -      -      -      -  42  „ 

It  is  also  to  be  remarked  that  a  few  hours  will  soon  also  be  gained  between  Sosa  and  St. 
Giovanni  dt  Moriani  on  the  Victor  Emmanuel  Railway,  as  the  railway  will  soon  be  Anished 
from  St  CHonmni  di  Moriaoa  to  Modsne. 
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No.  2. 

Mr.  F.  Hill  to  Mr.  Hammond, 

Sir,  General  Post  Office,  29  June  1861. 

I  HAVE  laid  before  the  rostniaster  General  your  letter  of  the  7tli  instant,  enclosing  the 
copy  of  a  despatch  fi  um  Her  Miijesty'n  Minister  at  Turin,  accompanied  by  a  inemoraildlim 
communicated  to  hiiu  by  the  Italian  Postmaster  Geaerai,  on  the  auUect  of  a  cootiimoiii 
aud  uninterrupted  line  of  railway  (with  the  exception  of  a  break  at  Mont  Cenis),  between 
Calais  and  Aneona,  which  will  be  open  in  the  early  part  of  next  year,  by  means  of  wliicli 
the  maiU  between  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  East  Indies,  if  forwarded  via  Ancona  and 
Alenndria,  mi^ht  be  accelerated  by  22  liours  as  compared  with  the  present  route  viA  Mar> 
scillc-;.  l^e  iricmomndum  farther  states  that  when  the  same  line  iscontiatied  ftom  Anoona 
to  Brindisi,  there  will  be  a  further  saving  in  tiriie  of  16  hours. 

Losd  Stanley  of  Alderley  has  received  this  communication  with  mncb  hrterarty  and  he 
will  not  lose  sight  of  the  adtrantaj;e  to  be  derived  from  the  opening  of  thin  new  line  of 
railway,  but  he  desires  me  to  state  to  you,  for  the  information  of  Lwd  John  ttuudi,  thai 
in  his  '  ipinion  it  would  be  premature  to  take  any  steps  at  present  towaida  chan^ng  the 
route  for  the  conveyance  of  the  Indian  mails. 

lam,  ftc. 

E.  Hanummdt  Esq.,  FoitiKn  CMBoe.  (ligned)      F.  WU, 


No.  3. 

Mr.     SUl  to  Mr.  Rommne, 


Sir,  General  Post  Office,  July  1, 1861. 

I  AM  directed  by  the  Postmaster  General  to  acqtnint  you,  for  thr  information  of  the 
Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that  his  Lordsiliip  ha^  had  bt.ture  him  a  niemorao- 
dum  by  the  Italian  Postmaster  General  on  tlie  subject  of  a  continuous  aud  uiiintemiptcd 
line  of  railway  (with  the  exception  of  a  break  at  Mont  Cenis),  between  Calais  and  Ancona, 
Wlueh  w91  he  open  in  the  early  part  of  next  year,  by  menns  of  which  the  mails  between  the 
United  Kingdom  and  the  East  Indies,  iffurwarded  <-ia  Amonii  and  Alexandria,  might  it  is 
stated  be  accelerated  by  22  hours,  as  compared  witli  tiie  jjrLscnt  mute  vid  Marseilles. 

Before  taking  any  steps  in  this  matter.  Lord  Stanley  oi  Akierley  will  be  glad  to  know  the 
respective  distances  bv  sea  Itetwtr-n  Alexiuidria  and  Marseilles,  ;uul  Alexandria  and  Anoona, 
anil  he  requests  that  you  will  muvu  tlicir  Lordsliipa  to  supply  this  inioriuutiun. 

\\\  G.  Biomaine,  Esq.,  c.  s.,  &C  &c.  I  am,  &c. 

Admiralty.  (signed)       F,  JJUl. 


Affb  Mo.  a. 


No.  4. 

Mr.  Mtrioak  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Post  Office. 

Sir,  Indian  Office,  $.W.,  a  July  1861. 

I  aw  directed  by  the  Secretfiry  of  State  for  India  in  Council,  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the 
purpose  of  beini;  laid  before  Iler  Majesty's  Postmaster  General,  the  accompanyin<T  c,){)y  of 
a  letter*  Irom  her  Majesty  s  Minister  at  Turin,  with  its  enclosure,  on  the  subject  «t  the  ^EooloMusl  hi 
opportunity  of  accelerating  the  means  of  postal  communicatiwn  between  England  and  India,  LrttorVcl.  ' 
winch  will  be  afforded  by  the  approaching  extension  of  the  railway  system  in  Italy,  and  1 
ImTB  to  state  that  Sir  Charles  Wood  considers  the  subject  to  be  one  of  ^reat  importance, 
and  th  it  it  is  his  request,  that  if  Lord  Staidey  o;  Alderley  concurs  in  this  cipinion,  nis  Loi4» 
ship  will  consider  whether  arrangements  may  not  be  made  for  taking  advantage  of  the 
lonte  pointed  out  by  Sir  James  Hudson  for  the  conv^anee  of  the  Indian  mails. 


I  am,  &c» 

The  Secretaiy,  General  Post  OfSoe.  (signed)  Hemait 


0.43.  BBS 
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No.  6. 

Mr.  Jtameii  to  the  Seeretvy  to  the  Poet  Office. 

Sir,  Adminlty,  4  July  1861. 

With  reference  to  your  Icttrr  of  the  1st  in-^tant,  No.  010,  M.,  I  am  comutanded  by  my 
Lords  Commissioners  o*  the  Admiralty  t  i  acquaint  vou,  for  the  luformatiou  of  the  Post- 
mastt  r  GenerHl,  that  the  distaoce  froni  Akx  indria  to  MnrMiUes  i»  149ft  OftuUcHl  milce,  enft 
firom  Alexandria  to  Anoona,  10(K>  nautical  mtWs. 

I  MB,  tec. 

(ilgned)       C.  VP.  Pennelt, 
The  Seiretary,  General  Post  Office.  Pro.  Secietary. 


No.  e. 

Sir  JbwM  WU  to  Mr.  MBnuab. 


Sir,  General  Post  Office,  53  July  1861. 

I  HAVE  laid  berorf-  the  Postmaster  Cm  lal  your  letter  of  t!ie  3rd  instant,  cnclosidg  a 
copy  of  the  despatch  from  Her  Majesty's  Minrnters  at  Turin,  relative  to  an  opportunity  of 
aeoelerating  the  postal  comnranicatxni  between  England  and  India,  which  will  be  afforded 
in  the  early  part  uf  next  year,  by  the  extension  of  the  railway  system  m  Italy 

The  Postiiiaster  General  had  already  received  with  aiucU  iuttiresi  a  couimuuicaliou  on 
this  subject  from  the  Foreian  Office. 

You  state  thai  Sir  Charles  Wood  considers  this  matter  to  be  one  of  great  importaoce, 
and  ihat  it  is  his  reauest  tiiat.  if  the  Postmaster  General  concurs  in  this  opinion,  ois  Lord* 
Bhi|>  wili  coQsidFr  whether  iurangeuients  may  not  be  made  for  taking  advanti^ O'f  the  YOOte 
pointed  out  by  Sir  James  Uudson,  for  the  conveyance  of  the  Indian  mail>«. 

Lord  Stanley  of  Alderley  desires  me  to  inform  you  tbat  he  entirety  concurs  with  Sir 
Chiirlfc  Wooa,  rn  considering  the  establishment  of  this  shorter  communication  with 
Alexandria  as  o>  tlie  greatest  importance,  and  that  he  will  not  !Ose  !>igbt  of  the  advatitaze 
to  be  dented  from  the  opening  of  the  new  line  of  railway  to  Aucona,  but  tbat,  in  his 
opinion,  it  would  be  premature  to  take  any  siejie  at  present  towards  changiiu;  the  route  for 
the  conveyance  of  the  Indian  mails,  uii  opinion  in  which  hisi  Lordship  truMs  tfiat  Sir  Charles 
Wood  will  concur. 

It  will,  ot  course,  be  inipo&sible  tor  Uits  department  to  avail  itself  ot  the  new  line  of 
railway,  until  the  question  of  the  convey anee  of  the  mails  by  sea  between  Ancona  and 
Alexandria  sliall  h.  i'ofinitively  settled,  aid  inquiry  is  therefore  now  being  niadt  with 
refeience  to  che  relative  distance'^  b\  sea  between  Alexandria  and  Mar^cilles,  and  Al  -xandria 
and  Aneooa. 

I  am,  &c. 
(signed)      Bowkmi  MUL 

Herman  Merivale,  Baq.,  o  b.,  India  Office. 


No.r 

Mr.  Merivaie  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Post  Otbce. 

Sir,  India  Office,  io  December  18f51. 

With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  3rd  July  last,  and  to  your  reply  ot  the  2ard  idem,  I  am 
directed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  in  Council  to  state,  that  having  received  informa- 
tion from  the  Foreign  Office  of  the  completion  of  railway  commonication  with  Ancona^ 
it  will  be  gratifying  to  Um  to  find  that,  in  the  opinion  of  Lord  Stanley  of  Alderley,  the 
time  baa  come  iur  taking  some  steps  Ibr  lendciing  that  route  awailable  for  ttie  transmisaioii 
of  lettns  to  and  troni  luuia. 

Sir  C,  Wood  is  aware  that  any  uriangements  for  thi»  purpose  would  call  for  careful  eon« 
sideration ;  but  as  Lord  Stanley  of  Alderley  coocors  in  hi»  opinion  of  the  importance  of 
shortening  »s  much  us  possibb*  the  time  occupied  in  the  transit  of  (be  Indian  mails,  he 
trusts  tbat  it  may  he  tuiind  practicable  to  tnke  advantage  of  the  facilities  afforded  by  the 
new  route  now  opened  through  Italy. 

I  am,  Ac. 

The  Seoretary,  General  Post  Offiea.  (signed)      Himuat  Mtrinak* 


^    .-  L,d  by  Google 
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Ho.  8. 


Mr.  Hamaumd  to  Mr.  F.  Hill. 


I  am,  Sic. 

F.  Hill,  Esq.  fte.  fce.  fa.  (wgiMd)     R  BMmmtttd. 


/ 


Sir,  Foreign  Office,  27  December  1861. 

WiVR  lefoence  to  my  letter  of  the  7th  June  last,  I  am  directed  by  Eari  Rus.sell  to 
transmit  to  you  herewith,  for  the  inlbaDatioa  of  the  Postmaster  Goieral,  an  eMtiaet  of  a 
despatch  from  Her  Majesty's  MiniMr    Turin,  reporting  the  completion  of  the  railroad  to 


Enclosure  in  No.  8. 

Extract  of  a  Dbspatoh  from  Sir  J.  Hudson,  dated  Turin,  22  November  IMl. 

A  LIMB  of  railway  baa  just  been  opened  from  Turin  to  Ancona  direct,  tu  the  advan» 
tages  of  wbteh  line  of  nil,  as  regards  the  means  of  communication  with  the  East  Indies,  I 
had  the  bflmwr  to  eidl  your  Lonisbip'a  attention  in  my  Deapatcb,  No.  266,  of  let 
June  last. 


No.». 

Mr.  F,  BUI  to  Hk  Rammbie. 

Sir,  General  P  'Si  Office,  13  January  1862. 

I  xu  directed  by  the  PostOMeler  General  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Lords 
Goininltsionen  of  tbe  Admiimlty,  that  hie  Lordsnip  bus  tmder  consideration  the  quee^n  of 

accelerating  the  postal  communication  betw  i  i  this  country  and  India  by  means  of  the 
Italian  railways  which  have  lately  been  opened  between  1  una  and  Ancona,  and  which  it  is 
proposed  intimately  to  extend  to  Brindisi. 

Befuie,  bowever,  arriving  at  any  decision  on  this  question,  his  Lordibip  is  desirous  of 
having  full  information  witn  regard  to  thr  capabilities  of  those  ports,  and  whether  tlie  har- 
bours affi  rd  sufficient  accon  iij  idatton  for  the  vrsseleof  the  class  empl  yed  by  tlie  Pi-nin-iulai' 
and  Oriental  Steam  Navigation  Company  in  the  conveyance  of  the  Indian  mails  in  the 
llediterraoean ;  and  I  am  aeeonHnglj  to  request  that  you  will  move  their  Lordilups  to  be 
good  f  n(  iigh  to  supply  the  necessary  information  on  this  [  oint. 

1  am  to  add,  that  the  I'eimisular  and  Oriental  Company  are  bound,  under  their  contract, 
to  employ  on  the  line  betwe«n  Marseilles  and  Alexandria  vessels  of  not  less  than  600  tons, 
bot  that  tbe  vewela  which  they  actually  empky  are  of  much  lat^  tonnage.  Similar 
vessels  would  no  doubt  be  employed  on  tm  Ihw  between  Anconn  or  Brm^  and  Alexandria, 
in  tbe  event  of  its  beii^  deeiocd  to  adopt  ihit  route. 

I  am,  kc. 

W.  6.  Bomaine,  Esq.,  an.,  fa.  fa.  fa.  (signed)      F.  BSL 

Admiralty. 


Ho.  10. 

Mr.  JbMMrine  to  Ae  Secretary  to  tbe  Poet  Office. 

Sir,  Admiralty,  33  January  1862. 

In  rr|i'y  to  >  '  ur  letter  of  the  13th  instanl,  requesting  to  kn^w  «hetliei  ,  in  :h"  own*,  of 
the  Italian  railways  being  used  for  the  purpose  of  accelerating  the  postal  communication 
between  this  country  and  India,  the  ports  of  Anoona  and  Brindiai  would  afford  suitable 
gccnmniodation  for  ihe  packets,  and  ready  means  of  landing  and  embarking  the  mails,  I 
am  <»mmanded  by  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  lo  request  you  will  state  to 
tbe  Fostmnster  Genet  a  I  that  there  is  ample  depth  of  water  at  both  pons  for  the  mail 
atcnmers  of  tbe  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company,  and  tbe  approaches  to  both  are  clear 
and  well  lighted  at  night. 

At  Ancona,  if  the  authorities  please,  the  mail  steamer  might  embark  and  laud  the  mails 
•nti  passeneeia  alongside  Trajan's  Mole ;  but  ai  Brindiai  the  packet  must  ancbur  at  rather 
mom  than  half  n  mile  horn  the  toim. 

0.4S.  B  B  3  The 
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App.  Noii  I.        The  relatife  dwtaaoei  between  theae  rontes  to  Aleiandria  and  «jif  Haneillca  ave  aa 
— fbllows: — 

Marseilles  to  Alexandria  -      «      -  -      -    l»46d  nautical  milea. 

Ancona  to  Alexandria     .      .      .  -      «   1,090  „ 

Brindin  to  Atexandria    -      -      -  -     -     83o  „ 

I  am,  &.C, 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  Post  Office.  (signed)       W.  G.  Romauie. 


No.  11. 

Mr.  F.  lliU  to  Mr.  Hummond. 

Sir,  Oeoeral  Post  Office,  30  January  1862. 

In  \uur  ]•  tter  of  the  7th  June  last,  you  transmitted  to  tbil  office  the  copy  of  a  d6S|)atcb 
from  Hrr  Majt-sty's  Minister  at  Turin.  encii>s>iiisi  a  memorandnm,  commiuiicated  to  him  by 
the  Italian  Postinnster  General,  it  lulivu  to  ilic  adoption  o(  the  route  ut  Aiicoua,  iustc-id  uf 
Maiseilles,  for  the  Indian  mails;  and  in  furtiier  letter,  dated  the  27th  ultimo,  you 
informed  me  that  the  line  of  railway  from  Toria  to  Ancona  has  already  been  opened  for 
public  traffic. 

The  importance  nf  sliojtcninfr,  to  ilie  utmost  (>ossibli"  rxtent,  the  time  occupied  in  the 
tran:>it  of  the  Indian  und  Australian  maUs  is  so  great,  tliat  ttie  Postmaster  General  con- 
llden  it  very  desirable  to  communicate  at  once  with  the  Government  of  Italy,  for  the  pur- 
se of  ascertainint,' what  facilities  they  are  prepared  to  afford  for  the  carria£;e  of  tlioBe  mails 
tween  the  Italian  frontier  of  France  and  the  port  of  Ancoua. 
By  the  convention  between  Her  Majesty  utid  the  Kiiii:  ot  Italy,  si,;  e<J  at  London,  the 
ISth  December  1867,  the  Poet  Office  of  Italy  undertakes  the  conveyance  across  the  Italiaa 
territory  of  the  closed  mails  which  the  British  oiBce  may  exchange  with  any  British  colony 
or  with  any  icrr'ign  foutilry. 

The  rates  to  be  paid  to  the  Italian  Po^t  Ofl'u  u  for  lhit>  lianaii  are  fixed  at  10  ct:uiimes 
per  single  letter,  and  one  franc  per  kiloiiruuuue,  net  weigiit,  for  printed  pupers  of  every 
description;  but  in  tlu-  event  of  the  Indian  aiid  Australian  mails  being  forwarded  through 
Italy,  the  Rnbstitution  of  a  rate  per  ounce  of  letters  for  a  rate  per  singlr  lettf-r  would  ue 
corncnieiit  to  this  (icjiartnient. 

It  would  also  be  necessary  to  obtain  permission  for  au  officer  of  the  British  Post  Office 
to  accompany  the  maib,  and  to  keep  tb«n  nnder  his  special  charge  during  the  transit,  a 
j'lncf  licini;  icHcrved  for  him  in  the  carnajzes  conveying  the  mails ;  a  stipulation  to  such 
effect  IS  conluiutiil  in  the  postal  Ciiuveatiou  witU  Pruiice,  but  has  not  been  introduced  into 
the  convention  with  Italy. 

In  requesting  that  Earl  BusseU  will  instruct  Her  Majesty's  Minister  at  Turin  to  bring 
this  question  under  the  consideration  of  the  Italian  Government,  the  Postmaster  General 
thinks  that  it  will  be  de>irablL'  to  luniij>h  at  the  same  time  full  iiiloruuitiun  with  ^e^pect  to 
the  average  number  of  boxes  forwarded  by  each  of  the  tour  mails  in  every  month  to  and 
from  India*  Ac.,  and  to  tlie  weight  and  bulk  of  those  boxe:$. 

I  am  according^!\  dirt^cted  to  anm^x  a  stat*  nient  tl'ving  all  the<e  paiticul  u--. 
Bet^ides  the  mail  to  and  from  England,  tiieru  ii>  at  present  landed  and  embarked  at  Mhf- 
seilles,  on  each  occasion  oi*  the  arrival  or  despatch  of  an  overland  mail,  a  ver^  large  Francb 
mail,  and  it  that  mail  should  be  also  forwarded  hereafter  vid  Ancona^  piovision  for  its  con- 
veyance through  Italy  simnhaneously  with  the  EugUah  mail  would  raqmie  to  be  made. 
But  n  this  point  iIk  Italian  GK>verainent  would,  ofcoarse,  enter  into commnnication  with 
the  Government  ul  Fiance. 

The  Post  master  General  desires  me  to  slate  that,  under  the  cxi^ting  arrangements,  the 
outwanl  Indian  mails  arr  forwarded  from  T,ondon  by  the  nitiht-mail  to  Fmucc,  and 
they  reach  Marseilles  in  34  hours  after  their  departure  from  London  Bridge  Railway 
Station. 

The  homeward  mails  necessarily  arrive  at  Marseilles  at  van  ing  boors.  On  their  arrival, 
they  are  despatched  from  Marseilles  by  ordiaary  train  or  by  Sjiecial  train,  according  to  the 
hour  at  which  llicy  aie  landed.  There  an  two  regular  mail  liains  daily,  by  the  use  orvviiicli 
tlie  mails  reach  Loud  in  in  about  32  iiuurs ;  but  whenever,  by  ibe  employment  of  a  special 
train  from  Marseille-,  >  liher  as  far  us  Lyons  or  all  the  way  to  Paris,  tfie  ordinary  despatch 
can  be  overtaken,  tlifj  French  Post  OiWvr  invitnably  |)rovideb  for  sucli  S|  ecial  trains. 

It  is  important  tu  obtain  precise  tulurmatiuu  vvilii  rci3|je^t  tu  the  arraunements  which  the 
Italian  Post  Office  will  be  prepared  to  make  for  the  conveyance  frnm  the  French  frontier  of 
the  outward  Indian,  &c.  mails,  and  for  the  pirompt  deapatch  to  the  French  fointier  of  the 
tiomewaid  maik  arriving  at  Anoom,  a»  ne  advantage  of  the  Itafian  roale  will  greatly 
dqiend  upon  the  nature  and  extent  of  those  wmogeoienta. 

E.  Haminoad,  Siq.,  Foreign  Offiea;^  (ngaed)      F,  RUL 
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Enclosure  in  No.  11. 

STATEMENT  of  the  Atbram  Nvmbkb of  Boxbs  (ortr  irded  by  each  of  the  tour  Mails  sent 
throuf^h  France  in  each  Month  to  and  fi  oiu  Insiia,  C'luia,  Australia,  kc  ,  the  cstiraatpd 
Weight  of  those  Boxes  with  ibeir  CoDteots,  and  ihe  Cubic  Measorement  of  etch  Mail. 


Afp.  No.  1. 
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No.  12. 


Sir  MowUntd  MU  to  Mr.  Fan<iaZ. 

Sir,  Choeral  Post  Office,  3  February  1862. 

Thb  great  interest  with  which  Her  MajMty's  Government  regard  every  means  likely  to 
havf  thn  effect  of  -^liortenine  the  timn  occupied  in  the  transmission  of  the  overland  mails 
to  India,  China,  and  Australia,  has  led  them  to  consider  whether  an  important  advantage 
in  thtt  respect  may  not  be  itbtoined  in  ooueqvence  of  the  openini^  of  the  complete  tine  of 
Railway  between  Turin  and  Ancona,  an<)  the  result  of  the  inquiries  instituted  shows  tliat 
under  line  iitost  favourable  circumstances,  it  will  be  posi>ible,  hy  the  adoption  of  that  route, 
to  efiecl  an  aci^eleration  to  the  extent  of  nearly  24  hours. 

This  beiDS  thecaee^  Her  SAtMat/'i  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Aflbirs  »a  about  to 
request  the  British  Ifinister  at  Tbna  to  aaoertain  what  fftciBties  the  Italian  (lovernment 
are  I  repnred  to  ufToi  d  lor  the  carriage  of  the  overlond  maila  between  the  Italian  frontier 
of  France  and  the  Fort  of  Ancona. 

Looking  at  the  admirable  manner  in  which,  from  the  firit  eetablishment  of  the  overland 
route,  the  French  Post  Office  has  performed  the  service  of  conveying  these  mail*  through 
France,  and  at  the  readiness  with  wiuch  it  has  at  all  tiuics  introduced  every  improvement 
of  which  the  eemee  seemed  susceptible,  the  Postmaster  General  considers  it  only  due  to  you 
to  give  you  the  very  earliest  iDtimatioD  of  the  coun«  intended  to  beputaoed,  feeHn<^  assured 
that  yoti  will  properly  appreciate  tl»e  motiTes  which  have  indneed  Her  Majesty  ?  Govern- 
ment to  unier  into  the  consideration  of  this  qu.;  -i  n. 

Although  hardly  necessary,  the  Postmaster  General  dc^ins  me  to  remind  you  that 
France  will  pottako  eqtially  with  England  in  any  benefit  to  be  derived  Ihtm  ttia 
acoderation. 

1  have,  &c. 


M.  Vandal,  Pttis. 


(eigned)      Rouland  HiB, 


0.48. 


B  B  1 


^    ..L  o  i.y  Google 


8M  apfbwihx  to  bdobt  now  vam 


App  Mo.  1. 


No.  la. 

M.  Vmdal  to  Str  JBomknd  miL 


Direction geamle  Moniieor,  .  ^    I   1  ,  ■Paris,  le  11  Fcvne.  1802. 

dee  poetesr  '  Iiooneur  de  vous  accuser  icception  de  la  leitre,  eii  daie  du  3  Fevrier  cotirant,  par 

ix'  DiriBioo.  laquelie  lout  en  rendaot  justice  k  la  celtirit6  et  k  I'exactitode  avec  leaquellcs  le  service  da 
Bureau  dciaCoRM>  transport dcs  malles  Aagkises  de  ou  pour  I'lod^ PAostralie,  et  la Cmiw,  s'eflbctoe enm 
5?ota^vfu*s*6tM'*'  ^"  '^'^  Marseille,  vous  Toulez  bieii  Dj'infonner  (j|ue  le  Gouvcrnement  dc  Sa  Majesle  la 
I>ri^<ic  rai^peler^en  ^^^'"^  cru  dt  ^oir  laire  prendre  des  informations  a  Tunn,  aur  les  conditions  auxquelies  les 
marge  tU- votre  1*-  malles  Anglaises  pourraient  itre  ti  aiisijortt-es  entre  la  fronli^re  Fraa9Hise  et  Ancdne,  ea 
poDse,  le  nom  da     raisoQ  de  raoG^6ratioii  que  peut  procurer  aux  dites  malles  I'sch^veineDt  de  la  lisne  de 

•  u^SiS'*-     '^'^  *  Aaceiie.  ^ 

oMtre.  J®  Di'empre«so  de  voup  remercier,  Mtmsieui,  de  cette  information  el  de  vous  prier  d.-  croire 

T"tT  ftff,Mt.  Administration  s'eflTorcerait  d'assurer  ia  tr<4n8mieiiion  des  iiialles  qui  seiaient 

confines  k  sen  service  pour  £tre  tnnsport^w  entxe  Calais  et  le  Mont  Cenis,  avec  le  tkh  et 
Texactitude  que  vous  voulez  bien  reconnaftre  qu'elle  apporte  dans  le  service  du  transport 
des  malles  qui  sont  embarqu^es  ou  d^barquees  a  Marseille.  11  ne  d^pendra  done  pas  d'elle 
que  )e&  malles  de^  Indes,  de  i'Austr.ilie,  et  de  la  Ctiine,  n'obtieooent  par  la  VOie  a'AncAoo 
1  acceleration  que  vous  estimez  pouvoir  £tie  obtenue  par  oette  voie* 
Agr6et,  mooiiear,  l^assnmnce  de  ma  haute  coneidmitioit. 

U  CoQseiller  d*E<n^  Difeetcw  Genenl  dai  Poelee. 
Sir  Rowland  Hill,  ^  VarnhL 

Scoeiaire  de  i'Office  O^n^  des  Postes  i  Londies. 


No.  14. 

Mr.  Hammond  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Post  (Jffice. 

Foreign  Office^  10  March  1863. 
With  reference  to  >  out  letter  of  the  30ih  January  last,  relative  to  the  question  of  the  transit 
«o-^.-^  of  ^  Indian  mails  through  Italy,  I  am  directed  by  Earl  Russell  to  transmit  to  you,  to  be  laid 
^-—""^    before  Her  Majesty's  Postmaster  General,  a  copy  of  a  despatch  from  Her  Majesty's 
Minmiei  at  Turin,  lurwarding  an  inquiry  from  the  Italiun  Govemnient,  as  to  the  net  wd^t 
of  the  It  Iters  and  >>(  the  piinted  papers  usoatly  conveyed  by  those  mails. 

_  .    ^  I  am,  &c. 

The  Secretary  to  the  General  Post  OfBoe.  (signed)      £.  Hammond, 


Enclosure  1,  in  Mow  14. 

Sir  Jamm  Hudtim  to  Eail  RmtO. 

My  Lord,  Tuiin,  3  March  1862. 

w  iTH  reference  to  your  Lordship's  despatch,  marked  No.  36,  of  the  17th  February,  I 
have  he  honour  to  enclose  a  communication  received  finn  the  Director  General  of  the 
Italian  Post  Offio^  requesting  further  pariiculan  of  tlie  retnectire  weuthls  of  the  letlen 
•nd  the  bock-iMst  k  the  maiU  for  India. 

The  tarl  Russell.  (signed)      Jamn  Oidtom. 


Enclosure  s,  ia  No.  14. 

The  Director  General  of  the  Italian  Post  Office  to  Sir  Jamts  Hudson. 

ML  le  Ministre,  Turin,  le  2  Mars  1862. 

Lb  MiiJistre  des  Afiaire-  Etrnngeres  vient  de  me  communiquei  la  note  que  T.  E.  hii  A 
adresste  au  suiet  du  passage  de  la  malle  des  ludes  par  la  voie  d'Ancone. 

Pour  completer  les  ^tudts  auxq^uelles  je  vnis  SOnmettre  cetle  imprrtante  question  il  me 
serait  nccessaire  de  connaitre  1p  poids  net  des  letttes^etle  peids  net  des  impnmte  oontcaus 
dans  leg  deux  directions. 

Ces  donn^es  pourroiit  6tre  facilement  foumies  i  V,  R  p«r  le  Post  Office  de  Loodies,  et 
me  mettront  4  meine  d'appr6cier  dans  quelle  mesure  peuvent  Itre  aooofdees  ies  fe«a8i-*i>», 
dsns  Its  pnz  de  trsnsiCi  truTers  le  territoire  ItaJieii. 

Je  nrie.  Sec. 

A  Son  Excellence  Sir  J.  Hudson,  fffo  sianatura.! 

ke.  ftc  ftc. 


^    .-  L,d  by  Google 
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No.  16. 

Mr.  F.  Hill  to  Mr.  Hammond. 

Sir,  General  Post  Office,  17  Murch  1862. 

Ravimg  laid  before  the  Postmaster  General  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  and  its 
enclosure  from  Her  Majesty's  Minister  at  Turin.  I  am  directed  by  his  Lordship  to 
transmit  to  you,  in  compliance  with  the  request  made  by  the  Italian  Goverament,  a 

atatcnient  of  tl]e  averiu^e  net  weight  of  letters  iiiid  papers,  Scc,  sent  tfarong^h  FtbiiC0  in  SiiOh 

mooUl  to  and  from  India,  China,  and  Australia,  in  the  year  1861. 

I  Ae. 

E.  Hammond,  Esq.,  Sec,  &c.,  Ae.,  (HSned)      F,  Mitt, 

Foreign  Office, 


Enelosnre  in  No.  15. 

STATEMENT  of  the  AvBBAaE  Nbt  Weight  of  Letters  and  Pafbbs,  &c,  sent 
Ibrough  F^vmee  in  each  month,  to  and  from  IndSa,  Ckbta,  and  itxifrnKn,  Ac,  in  tlie 
Tear  1891. 


OUTWARD. 


MAILS  OXSPATCBBa 

NetWd^orUttm. 

Not  Wdglftiif  Fapnii 

TMdK«tW<iilit. 

Srd  of  <he  month  •      •  • 
191k   n      n        -      -  • 

isdi  ,,1,      -    ,  - 

36th   „      „        *      "  - 

CM.  frt.  A». 
ft   0  16 

S   8  0 
3   0  16 

7    3  2 

Tom.  ewU  jrt.  lb*. 
I     6     3  84 
1     4     8  80 

1   6   a  IS 

8    10     3  8 

1    11     0  11 
1     7     3  80 
13     0  3 
8    IS     1  4 

HOMEWARD. 

MAILS  DVB. 

HikWalilAafLittert. 

NttWflgltorFqptn. 

Ta«aiMWi||M. 

4di<^aiomoa«h  .     •  > 
ISth  ,»      „      .     .  - 

VHk   n       »       .      -  - 
J7th    „      „       .      .  - 

Opt.  frs.!!!. 
3     S  85 

7  8  87 

8  8  4 
8     8  4 

C$ot.  gr$,lbi, 
4     8  31 
11     1  88 

4  0  18 

5  1  14 

Ctut.  qn.  Afc 

7  8  18 
13     t  31 

6     8  16 

8  8  IS 

(ttgnod)      Frank  Ixe.<  Scudamore, 
12  March  1862.  Receiver  and  Accouataat  General. 


No.  13. 

Mr.  Bammond  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Poet  Oflke. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  1  April  1862. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  17th  ultimo,  on  the  subject  of  the  transport  of  the 
Indian  mail  across  Italy,  vi&  Aneona,  I  am  directed  by  Earl  Russell  to  transmit  to  yon  to 
be  laid  belorr-  th;-  Vn-tn  nster  frcncriil  a  copy  of  a  despatch  from  Her  Majesty's 
Minister  af  Turin,  stating-  rhut.  tlie  Director  General  of  the  Italian  Post  Office  requests 
to  be  ijif  irrafd  whoiiier,  w.  '  v.  at  vf  the  route  by  Ancona  being  decided  upon,  it  ie 
intended  that  the  mails  should  be  cuuvejred  from  Alexandria  1o  that  port  in  British  steam 
▼essds,  or  whether  h  in  sought  to  enter  into  any  arrangement  with  the  Italian  Government 
for  their  coiiveyanc  ',  and  I  am  to  request  that  you  will  move  the  Postmaster  General  to 
cause  Earl  Husseil  to  be  informed  as  to  the  answer  which  Sir  James  Hudson  should  be  in- 
fttrected  to  give  to  this  inquiry. 

T  am,  &r. 

Tiie  Secretary  to  the  General  Post  Oihce.  (signed)       E.  Hammond. 


0.48. 
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Enclosure  in  IV o.  IK. 

(No.  66.) 

Sir  Jama  Hvdtont  to  Earl  Riu$^ 

My  Lord,  TuHn^  S6  March  IWX 

With  rererenee  to  tbe  commumcaUon  wlik-b,  by  votir  Lordship's  iiisitrartions,  I  made  to 

the  Italian  Ci  vi  i  iiment  on  the  subject  of  the  tran):|)ort  of  the  Indian  mail  from  Anc  na 
to  the  French  tnmlier,  I  have  l^eeu  requeslcd  by  ihi-  Director  General  ut'  the  iUiiau  Pugt 
Ofiii  e  to  inquire  of  Her  Miyesty's  Governmi  ni  wlietlier  in  the  event  of  the  route  by  Auconft 
being  dLCidct!  :  pnn  it  is  intended  that  th<-  mails  should  be  convcycil  lVon>  Alcxaiutria  to 
that  port  in  Britiish  »ti-aui-vessels,  or  whether  it  is  sought  to  enter  intu  anv  arrungeuaent 
with  the  Italian  GoTemment  for  tb«>ir  convejranoe. 

I  have,  ice. 

Lord  RuimIL  (sigoed)      Jamet  Hudton. 

No.  17. 

Mr.  F.  Mill  to  Mr.  Hammoad, 

Sir,  Guiicial  r<  si  Offn  e,  7  April  18(i2. 

With  reference  toyour  letter  of  the  1st  iostant,  I  am  directed  bv  tiie  Postmaster  General 
to  request  timt  Earl  Russell  will  be  eood  etioairh  to  inrortn  Her  Majesiy's  minister  atTHnin 
in  ivply  to  the  inquiry  raisecf  fn  h's  tVspatch  of  the  20th  ultimo,  No.  ?0,  that,  in  the  rvcnt 
of  the  route  of  Ancona  being  <lecided  upuu  for  the  couveyatice  of  the  Indian  and  Australian 
mails,  the  mails  will  be  forwarded  by  aeay  between  Aneona  and  Alexandria,  by  Britiali 
packets.  _     ^  ,. 

At  the  same  time  the  Postmaster  General  ttrinlcs  it  very  desirable  thai  it  should  be  aseei^ 
tnincil  wiu'tner  the  Italian  nij\  ci  iinicnt  conien![>luf<'  -.t-tlint;  iiji  piakcts  nf  their  own  between 
AocoQa  aud  AKxanilriu,  and,  ii  w^,  on  what  tr  rnis  th«-y  would  he  willing  to  carry  the  Biiiisll 
mails  should  Her  Majesty's  Government  at  any  inv.  desire  to  m<tkc  use  of  ^uch  packeli^ 
and  hi&  L  rdship  will  li-  ^'ad,  iliprefore,  if  Eui  l  Russell,  in  replying  to  Sir  James  Uiidaoik, 
will  instruct  him  to  m  ^ku  iuquiiy  on  this  point. 

I  am,  Sec. 

E.  Hammond,  Era^  kc,  &c.  &c.,  (signed)      F.  HiU. 

Foreign  Office. 


App.  Ke.  1. 


No.  1«. 

Mr.  Hamuiond  to  jtbe  Secretary  of  the  Tost  OfHcc. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  2i>  May  1662. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  7tb  ultimo,  I  am  directed  by  Earl  RuBsell  to 

transmit  to  vm,  horfwitli,  to  be  fiiic!  li  fnic  Her  Majc  s'y's  Postmaster  Gf  ncrrd,  a  ropy  of  a 
despatch  froiu  Sir  James  Hudson  enclognig  copies  of  various  papers  on  the  subject  of  the 
propo$icd  tran>-mi8sian  of  the  Indian  mailt«tdAncona,«bicb  have  been  oomttMmictited  to  him 
oy  tbe  Italian  Government. 

I  am,  &e. 

The  St*  leiury  to  the  Post  Office,  (signed)     E,  MaamoMt. 

&c.  See. 


Enclosure  1,  in  No.  18. 

(No.  146.) 

Sir  James  ihidsoH  to  Earl  Russell. 

Wo.  1.  My  Lord,  Naples,  13  May  1863, 

Tuiio,  1  May,  1802.      I  haxk  tlio  honour  to  enclose  luicvvitli  eoijif  s  arid  traiislations.  ot^  tl>c  corrcspor.dence 

No.  2.  which  1  ii.ivc  received  fro  >•  Geif  sul  DuriUido,  and  from  the  Ministry  for  Pul)iic  Works,  ia 

Turin,2«April,1862.  reference  to  the  projei  t  of  the  Crnnsit  ol'  the  Indian  mail  viA  Aneona,  together  with  copies 

No.  9.         and  trausliiiions  of  the  Report  of  the  Commission  upon  the  prupt«ed  law  for  tbe  postal 
Tianalstlon  of  above,  eervice  between  Ancona  and  Eijypf,  of  the  pioject  of  tbe  kw,  and  of  die  text  of  a  conven- 

No.4.        tioh  \jc:\u  n  this  Government  and  Mr.  Mai'k  Palmer  fiiT  the  eaiablishaMttt  of  a  padceft 

^0*6*  service  between  Ancoua  and  Alexandria. 

No.*  7'.  '  have,  &c. 

No.s!  The  Earl  BusseU.  (signed)      Jaam  Uudun. 


K0.9. 


enclosure  2.  in  No.  18. 
M.  le  Ministre,  Turin,  I  Mai  186a. 

J'aj  en  riionneur  de  rrcevoir  rofJicv  que  vous  a  ez  bien  voidu  nl'udr<^^se^  cii  date  du 
22  Avrd  (iiTniiT,  ct  qui  rap|)<  lie  voire  comtnunication  du  22  Fcvrier  prccedaul,  cuuceriiant 
revenlualitc  du  puiisa^e  <'e  la  nialle  des  i-Kle^  pur  la  voie  d'Anconc. 

Pwtur  satisfaire  le  dc»ir  que  vous  avez  div  charg^  d'exprimer  il  ce  sujet,  ie  m'empresie 
d'abord  de  vous  remettre  le  texte  ci-joint  d'une  cotivention  stipnl^  le  2  Janvier  dernier 

«Atn 


^    .-  L,d  by  Google 
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cfltrc  le  Goiivcrn«mer,t  clu  R(>i  et  le  Sir  Charles  Marek  Pdmer  pour  I'^tablinement  d'nn      Aff-  ITff.  1. 

service  rciinlier  «]e  paauebols  a  vapeur  entre  Ancune  et  Alcxa'idrie  d'H^yptc,  convention 
actuellement  eonmtse  a  I'approbation  du  Parleinetit,  et  en  faveiir  de  laquolle  \,i  Co  i  iiussion 
dela  Cliumbre  des  Deputes  s'est  pronotitcc  tavoru(>ltmient  djns  »on  mpport. 

J 'at  en  cneme  temps  rfaonnear  de  voos  rcinettre  une  copi*  de  la  li'ponee  qu  ■  je  viena  de 
feoevtiir  de  moo  CoUi^  no  Departement  deftTraTaiix  PaUtca  touehant  i'objet  devoi 
foniniiniication!i  precifee-*.  Voua  y  trouverez  indiquc'es  en  detail  lea  fat iljtes  que  I'Admi- 
tirstrntitiii  dee  I'ostes  Uoyales  ffX  dif<p(>sC>e  tl  oArir  pour  le  transport  de  la  loalle  des  Indcs 
dt  la  fronti^'Italo^Pran^aise  Ancune,  et  mdmed'Ancdne  h  Ak'xandrie,  lorsque  le  servioa 
postal  Ibilien  entre  le  Contineot  et  i'£gypte  trouvant  etubli  ^e  Gr>uvemement  Brit i.miqae 
jugrrn  convenaMe  de  c»nfier>jlce  service  le  transport  dc  la  malle  des  lade^  qui  soivant  ce 
que  vous  iii'avt  z  rcrit  Ic  22  Arril  MndtcD  attendant  6cbaiu;£e  eotni  Ancdne  et  Alesandrie 
par  des  paqoe b^t^  Anglai«. 

Avee  I'eepoir  quo  c«s  reiHci^nieiits  nnw  mettent  en  nieaare  de  i^pondre  d*vne  manidrel 
pkinemeAt  wniftaiiaiite  an  d^tr  de  I^Administmtion  Brttanntqu^ 

Je  saieisi  &c. 

Sir  J.  Hudaon,  KAB.  (aign^)  JCe^ori 


Endoawe  3,  in  No.  18. 

(Tl  amIatioiK) 

Copt  of  a         from  the  Ministry  of  Public  Works  (G.  ii  ral  Din  <  tioii  of  Ptoet  OfBoe) 

to  the  Ministry  for  Foreign  Affairs,  2S  Apiil  ibili. 

Th  k  undersigned  duly  received  the  comroanication  of  the  28lh  February  last,  accom- 
panying that  of  the  British  Minister  at  Turin  to  the  Govermnent  of  the  Kin^,  relAtite  to  tlie- 
tiansit  of  the  Indian  mail  through  Italy. 

An  earlier  reply  waa  not  sent,  from  the  sappoution  tliat  the  BritiahOoTermaent  intended 

availing  itst !(' for  the  maritime  transit  oF  the  Anglo-Indian  medium  of  the  line  from  Ancona 
to  Ales«iiui<lriu,  rr'ceutly  conceded  to  the  firm  ol  Palmer,  and  iixjm  the  writer  wi^hiug  to 
kn<iw  the'  rt's^u't  of  the  detiberationain  PiarKament  with  reftreneo  to  the  above  concession. 

Bat  as  the  Bln^tive  Chamber  was  proiogiied  at  the  very  moment  thai  the  Re|>ort  of  the 
Parliamentary  Committee  entrusted  with  ttie  examination  of  the  Law  of  Concession  was 
presented,  and  t;ii'  not''  of  the  lirinsh  Mini»toi-  lia*in<;  Ijfe  i  sntisM|uoiiily  rfcciveil  (the 
24tb  instant),  imparling  the  iutentaou  of  bia  OoTemmeut  to  avail  itself  of  English  ateamera 
for'the  eowMyaneeof  the  Indian  «a«V  between  Aneona  and  Aleaandria^  the  nndera^ned  is' 
of  opinion  that  lie  shonJtl  no  loiiiXfr  delay  replyititj  to  the  questions  c  ^nfaiiu  d  in  the  OOni^ 
mtnMcati'>ns  referred  to  up<m  a  matU  r  ut  i>uch  vital  t  uportance  to  our  own  euuiitry. 

Prom  the  tnoaoeirt  this  Ministry  entertained  tlie  idea  of  estubltahing  a  line  i>f  nstviu:atioa 
between  AneeDa  and'Alexaadrla,  it  believed  it  coald  rdy  upon  the  acqui<>ition  of  the  tianait 
of  tiie  Indtair  mail  thran«h  the  Iralian  territory,  for  a  ^ance  at  the  geo;;raphical  position  of 
the  ItHli  iii  I'lMiiiHula  sufHcc';  In  i  lmhovo  \A\  rtuubt  that  the  ruad  of  Aneooa,  and  atiU  mure  lo 
that  of  Hrnidi'.i,  present  advntttngei*  over  that  of  Marseilles. 

In  fact,  the  niaricime  distance,  which  from  Alexandria  to  Mnri^eilles  is  600  marine  leafuea, 
from  AK*xanr!ii;i  to  Ancona  is  only  374, and  from  Alexandii  i  to  V,\\\\  '\A  only  274. 

Under  Hncli  iuvourable  circnmstancci*,  the  result  any  coiupulitiun  between  tiie  Imlian 
porta  and  those  of  Marseilles  and  Trieste,  cannoi  be  doubtful,  provided  that  such  obstacles 
are  removed  as  might  retard  the  English  mails  in  their  land  transit  between  Ancona  and  the 
French  frontier. 

Co  shI'  ring,  above  all,  the  |io-;(al  faciiitie«  which  may  be  granted  to  the  Briti-h  Govern- 
ment, the  uudersigticd  is  of  opiniou  that  they  will  abound ;  for  the  advantages  which  will 
restdt  froii  the  transit  of  tlic  Anglolndian  oorrpBpondencL'  over  the  Italian  territory  are 
merely  accessory  and  of  minor  importance,  when  coinjiared  with  thoso  of  much  gn  ater  con- 
sequ-  ncc  atKl  general  interest,  resulting  from  the  preference  which  wiil  be  given  by  travellers 
to  tUe  more  ex|)editioii«  routf ,  as  well  as  from  trade. 

This  bein^:  admitted,  Lite  undersigned  proposes  that  the  tax  upon  the  waled  despatcbea  of 
the  Bn68h  Currespondenee,  which  oy  the  Convention  of  the  12th  December  iBt?  was  fixed 
at  10  centimes  for  every  ^ill2l('  !(  tti:r.  amt  a;  1  franc  for  every  kilogranmnj  of  priiit'  d  works, 
should  be  reduced  to  30  i  tNttiiiteu  per  ounce  (30  crams)  for  letteri»,  and  to  5U  centmic:^  per 
Idk^ramme  for  print  d  works ;  w  hich  price  corresponds  at  an  averago  With  little  more  than 
*05  centimes  per  lettcis,  and  '03  centimes  for  books  weighii^  40  grammes. 

In  the  ncxi  place,  if  the  British  Government  should  avail  itself  of  the  Italian  steamers  for 
the  conv-vaiice  i>t  the  mail  between  Ancona  aiul  Akxandria,  the  coovey  inc.  bv  >^ca  is  offered 
at  the  rate  of  00  centimea  per  ounce  fur  every  letter,  and  at  60  centimes  per  kilogramme  for 
printed  worha,  which  would  average  little  more  than  10  centimes  per  letter  and  *0S  centimes 
for  every  printed  sheet,  so  that  the  sea  couvevanci'  aial  the  l  ind  cnnvcyrtnrr  nnifetl  wooUl 
cost  BO  centimes  per  ounce  fur  letters  and  l  tranc  per  kdD«,'ramme  tor  pnnted  works. 

It  dhoaid-be  onervcd  that  the  price  of  transit  which  Ivngland  pays  to  France  for  tbe  mere 
conveyanee  of  tbe  Engliah  cocmpondmee  in  sealed  covers  from  Marseillea  to  Calais  is  \l» 
(lire)  per  otmcefer  letters,  and  00  for  every  pound  wi  ight  (453  grumm^)  of  printed  works, 
whence  we  may  inf  r  thai  tin;  prices  we  offer  are  -ufticitiitl y  reduced,  au'l  such  as  may  be 
accepted  by  the  British  Gorernment.   They  do  not,  however,  admit  of  increase,  for  the 
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App*  2T0i  I.      tranfiit  throujs;!)  ltB.\y  does  not  exonerats  the  British  Admioialration  (ram  the  cbaxge  Sot  the 

-  French  transit  at  tlie  rate  which  it  now  pays. 

But  the  |iostal  facilities  are  not  the  only  advaiitascs  which  the  Kint^'s  Governmenl,  is  wil- 
ling to  concede.  Other  coitftiderations  are  ueceasary  to  eD«ure  the  preference  for  the  Ancooa 
line,  mdi  as  expren  trains  from  Ancona  to  Ae  Freach  frontier,  wbidk  aball  start  from  each 
extremity  inimedintely  on  tht?  anivn!  of  the  mails,  whilst  for  the  pMMSge  of  BCount  Oenis 
superior  and  exceptional  mcuu^  uf  truiii^port  would  be  supplied. 

To  this  end  the  writer  proposes  making  the  needful  arraiigements  wiUl  tli6  several  rail- 
way coinpanies  who  have  the  greatest  interest  in  aidinif  the  ew>rts  of  Qovemment  to  obtain 
a  result  from  which  they  would  be  the  first  to  be  benefited. 

Meanwhile  the  Minister  for  ForelLxii  Affiirs  may  asisure  the  British  Government  that  this 
Ministry  shall  leave  nothing  unperformed  that  the  mail  conveyance  over  the  Italian  territory 
may  be  cairiad  out  in  such  a  manner  as  not  lo  compromise  the  beoefita  which  may  arise  frooi 
the  sea  passage  whcnersr  the  Aaoona  line  shall  be  eketsd* 

The  Minister, 
(ttgned)  Dtpntb, 


Eocloetire  4,  ta  Nob  18. 

(Transktion.) 

BsrOliT  of  the  Commissioners,  Deputies,  Pepoli  Conti,  De  Cesure,  INIari,  D'Avala,  Susani, 
Marliaoi,  Scocchera  and  Yacca,  presented  at  the  xMeeting  of  11  April  1882,  upon  the 
proposed  Law  from  the  Miuistiy  of  Public  Works  ior  the  Mahtime  Poet  between 
Ancona  and  Egypt. 

Gentlemen, 

The  project  of  the  law,  prf  >pnttHl  bv  the  Muiistry  for  Public  Works,  the  31st  January 
1602,  has  for  object  to  esiaoU^h  a  maritime  postal  service  between  Ancona  and  Alexandria 
in  Egypt. 

Italy,  wliich  is-  now  becomiiiLr  a  Lircat  naval  power,  should  not  remain  behind  in  the  de- 
velopment oi  its  commercial  and  uidustrial  resources.  The  railway  from  London  is  only 
interrupted  at  the  Dover  Straits  and  on  Mount  Cenis,  and  in  ft  nw  boon  reaches  the 
Adriatic  at  Ancoiin.  If  the  celerity  of  communication  from  our  railways  were  limited  to 
them,  their  utility  would  be  restricted  to  the  commerce  of  the  interior  ;  but  the  position  of 
Italy  being  ct:nlral  m  tlie  ^Ictdiierranean,  it  were  to  ignore  tlie  precious  boon  if  we  did  not 
endeavour  to  render  it  the  true  centre  of  all  the  industrial  and  commercial  communicauons 
of  Eorope.  Our  relations  with  the  East  date  from  remote  times,  and  before  any  other 
European  power  could  boast  of  having  them  on  such  an  extensive  scale  in  the  Archipelago, 
the  Black  Sea,  £gypt»  aud  the  northern  coast  of  Africa,  Italy  enjoyed  this  privileged  posi- 
tion which  gave  sndl  an  impulse  to  her  commerce  and  to  her  international  interest  with 
those  regions.  Hence,  many  esaigrated  to  the  East,  priadpally  to  Bgypi,  where  in  a 
short  time  a  colony  ^<;rew  up,  which  now  nnmbers  not  fewer  than  12,000  resident  Italians. 
But  the  great  advau(a;ies  which  will  result  from  rapid  communication  witli  these  regions  of 
the  Mediterranean,  will  certainly  multiply  when  the  communication  of  the  Mediterranean 
with  the  Red  Sea  is  obtained  by  the  outlet  of  the  Isthmus  of  Suez.  Nothing  will  prevoit 
our  trade,  nor  our  Government  from  carrying  out  the  postal  sei  vice  as  far  as  India*  WW  OIV 
coasts  and  ports,  from  Ltcomiiig  ttie  tirat  emporium  ul  Kuroptiau  commerce. 

Italy  is  called  to  great  destinies,  and  having  once  been  the  arbitrator  of,  and  the  first 
among  ntition^,  she  may  now  resume  her  ascendancy ;  thanks  to  her  geographical  position 
and  to  her  poliiicid  importance  in  the  reciprocal  interests  of  the  great  powers.  ' 

It  is  from  tiie  port  of  Ancona  that  Government  proposes  to  continue  the  road  to  Egypt  by 
means  of  steuuieis,  which  constantly,  and  at  fixed  times,  shall  come  aud  depart  between 
Ancona  and  Alexandria. 

It  needs  no  efToTt  to  conceive  the  advantages  to  the  new  kingdom  of  Italy  which  are  to 
be  ilefivcd  truiu  this  undertaking.  These  advantages,  which  wdl  place  us  on  a  level  with 
two  other  great  European  states,  will  be  increased  when  the  port  of  Brindisi  shall  become 
the  centre  of  the  southern  railways. 

Unquestionably  the  shortest  and  the  easiest  line  at  all  ssasons  will  be  that  of  Brindisi^ 
and  therefore  our  postal  line  will  be  preferred  to  the  Austrian  of  Uioyd\  and  to  the  Impe^ 
rial  Messageries. 

Your  Commission,  under  these  considerations,  in  piindple  has  approved  the  project;  it 
remains  to  be  s^  en  if  the  way  for  carrying  it  out  ds  proposed  by  the  Minister  by  means  of 
a  contract  with  the  linn  of  Palmer  of  London,  is  or  not  the  l>est  adapted  to  oornational 
and  financial  interests. 

Tlie  subvention  of  francs  per  league  for  the  first  five  years,  of  32  for  the  second, 
and  of  80  for  the  last  five  years,  mi^t  at  first  appear  exorbitant,  and  your  Commission 
has  given  it  full  consideration,  and  lias  interrogated  the  ^linistry  for  Public  \\'ork3  to 
ascertain  if  it  were  possible  to  redticu  the  conditions  to  more  moderate  pruporlion?,  hudin^ 
that  a  subvention  of  34  franci:<  per  league  were  applicable  when  the  point  of  departure  le 
established  at  Brindisi.  But  Mr.  Palmer  did  not  feel  himself  enabled  to  offer  more  ikfOnr- 
able  conditions,  hut  proposed  a  reduction  of  one  franc  per  league  when  the  service  is 
estal/iished  at  Bi  indisi.  It  was,  therefore,  found  espedimtt  to  yimd  for  the  great  iatercste 
which  are  embodied  in  this  undertaking. 

Rome  of  the  CommUaiun  argued  for  an  experiment  by  Qovemment,  but  this  idea  wbieli 
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is  plaunbie  ia  theory  u  not  practicable^  as  it  it  well  known  thotGovenimeni  are  bad  apeca- 
htois,  and  tint  raeh  iradertaKiiigB  hsTe  usuaily  failed  when  tinder  their  direction. 

In  the  lest  (iisciissioii  of  the  Chamber  upon  the  ^ubaltino  and  Accossato  contract,  the 
utility  of  unitiiii^  iti  one  all  the  postal  lin^-fs  was  treated  of,-  this  would  be  au  excellent 
notioD,  if  practicable,  but  both  by  the  late  Ministi  y  for  Public  Works  and  the  present  oiie« 
all  attempts  of  iliis  kind  have  proved  ineflectual.  Tint  the  M  niiitrv  (iocs  not  despair  of 
being  able  eventually  to  realise  this  vast  project,  and  tiieu  it  will  be  the  proper  time  to 
oblige  the  company  to  establisli  in  the  kingdom  arseniilg  for  supplying  the  required  steamers 
for  the  postal  service.  But  at  this  moment,  which  under  every  aspect  it  is  of  the  utmost 
emergency  that  these  means  of  commnnieatlon  should  be  in  operation  as  Hpeedily  as  poa> 
sible,  it  M  ould  hv  an  exLit'Cf  rated  pretension  to  requin  tlint  a  <mn]]  company  shonul  sup|lly 
lar^e  fuuds  iur  the  e^itablisbment  of  machinery  and  builiiitig  ducks. 

With  respect  to  the  clauies  of  Art.  6  of  die  Table  of  Ket^ulations,  wfa«re  it  U  stipulated 
thattlie  steamers  shidi command  an  avera^  speed  of  lu  miles  p«r  hour,  your  Ckmitnission  is 
unanimous  upon  the  result  of  that  long  discussion  upon  the  said  article  of  the  liubaltmo 
contract,  vi/..,  that  by  an  avi  rasje  spet^d  must  be  niulcrstood  a  nifdiiun  "  Scmestrale,**  and 
hence,  they  have  given  their  full  adhesion  to  the  project  presented  by  the  Minister. 

FiDslly,  upon  the  mode  in  which  the  value  ana  size  of  the  vessel  ia  to  be  eatimated,  the 
€!oinmis5iion  have  observed  that  the  tonnage,  by  buiWftrs*  gauge,  is  the  approximative 
Sieasurement  of  capacity  lu  proportion  to  tlie  size  ot  the  vessel.  ThiH  measurcmcui  is 
adopted  in  contracts  with  trade  sbip-btnlders.  By  these  means  and  this  scale  of  tonnage, 
the  cost  price  of  s  Teasel  to  be  built  is  estahhshed.  Ttiie  measttKOMnt  is  generally  adopted 
m  England. 

But  measurement  of  capacity  is  Hkexvise  approximative,  wliich  more  or  less  gives  rha 
tonnage  of  goods  which  a  vessel  may  load.  Every  nation  has  a  method  of  its  own  to 
determine  the  measurement  with  reference  to  port  dues,  anchorage^  &c.  "Die  Gmantissionf 
therefore,  has  not  been  able  to  i'Stabli>h  fixt  J  rules  for  such  contracts,  as  thcy  hsvc  referauCC 
to  the  country  with  which  the  contract  for  building  a  vessel  is  made. 

The  Commission,  on  j^rt  seuting  for  your  approval  this  project  of  law  with  the  niodifica- 
tioDS  annexed,  trust  thai  the  Chamber  will  not  impose  new  conditions,  which,  if  not 
accepted  by  the  CommiSBiooerB,  would  sniial»  at  least  for  Ibe  present,  the  very  important 
dAvelopiiieat  of  oar  £«stsn  telatioos. 


Eoclosare  6,  in  Na  18. 

(Translation.) 

PsojacT  OF  Law. 

Art  1.  The  eonventton  for  ihe  concession  of  the  postal  maritime  service,  dated  Sod  Janoary 

1BG2,  between  the  Minister  of  Public  Works;  and  the  Minister  of  I^BQC^  Oil  behalf  of  Ihs 
Stat^  and  Mr.  Charles  Mark  Palmer,  is  approved. 

CoofTBimoK  for  the  conoessioo  of  a  Line  of  Navigation  between  .^eona  and  .AJimiiidHSs 

(d'Egitto). 

The  Ministers  of  Public  Works  and  of  Finance,  on  behalf  of  the  State,  and  Mr.  Charles 
Mark  Palmer,  represented  by  Signor  Ulrico  Geisser,  his  agent,  in  virtue  of  a  power  of 
attorney,  dated  the  14th  November  last,  have  agreed  to  and  stipulated,  as  follows  : — 

Art.  1.  The  firm  of  Charles  Mark  Palmer  &  Co.  engages  to  carry  on  for  16  years  a 
•team-packet  service  between  Italy  and  Egypt,  In  conformity  with  the  ehoses  and  con* 

ditions  contained  in  tlie  table  of  regulations  annexed  to  this  convention. 

Gove  rnment  awards  to  the  Company  a  subvention  of  35  franca  per  maritime  league  every 
voyage  both  ways  for  the  first  Ave  years  of  the  engagement,  and  of  33  per  lea|^e  for  tlis 
following  five  years,  and  of  30  for  the  last  five  years. 

Art.  2.  In  order  to  enable  tne  Company  to  provide  itself  with  the  requisite  materials  for 
the  service,  Government  will  advance  1,500,000  francs,  payable  in  fourthti,  ua  the  arrival  of 
eucl)  of  tlie  steamers  belonging  to  tbi  company,  if  possessing  tlw  qualities  required  the 
table  of  regulations  for  the  intended  strvice. 

This  advance  will  not  bear  interest,  and  nmst  be  refunded  to  Government  in  10  yearly 
payments  of  150,000  francs  each,  payable  in  the  10  consecutive  years  from  the  first  yt  ar 
of  the  service,  and  by  means  of  a  monthly  instalment  of  12,500  francs  retained  trom  the 
sBowsnoe  of  the  subvention  granted  by  Oorsmmsnt. 

Art.  3.  As  a  guarantee  for  the  advance  of  1,500,000  francs.  Government  will  hold  as  security 
the  whole  of  the  efiects  of  the  Company,  which  shall  be  made  over  to  the  Government. 

The  Company  will  t>e  required  to  prove  the  absohite  and  free  ownership  of  the  vefseb. 

This  guaiantee  will  be  proportional!  ly  reduced  us  reimbur!>ement  is  made. 

To  this  end  a  statement  will  be  drawn  up  indicating  tlie  quality  and  quantity  of  the 
naienala  and  tbtir  value,  which  »hall  be  signed  by  thie  contracting  parties,  or  by  their 
representatives ;  the  person  who  shall  have  the  charge  of  the  trust  shall  be  named, 
aud  the  act  containing  the  statement  of  materials  and  the  appointment  of  the  trustee 
shall  be  inscribed  upon  the  register  of  the  marim^  and  note  shall  be  made  thereof  in  the 
records. 
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JifiOtJSt^t'         Art.  4.  As  >oon  as  ili^  r.tilivay  shall  have  ht-ea  completcil  frjivi  AiK-ona  to  Rrlndisi, 
*      Government  limy  remove  ttiH  KtHiKiii  (leru)iiius  Iruiu  AuDiiiH  tu  Bnadt.Hi^ ;  ir,  however,  thU 
itmoval  shall  be  ftiuiid  idvinble  for  tht  exigeiiciM  of  tbe  Mtviee,  by  «,  commtoMM  duly 
appointed  by  GowrDuent. 

This  removal  will  not  give  rise  to  an  itwWmnity  in  imTOvr  of  the  Company,  and  t(i» 
siil)V!rUion  av^rcid  uii.m  ia  the  I'usi  arilelc  s-hAl  lie  38  francs  fur  <jvl'I  v  ni;i;me  lea<j^ue  tor 
the  aecoud  and  ihirU  p^(io<l8  of  five  years ;  but  tiie  subventioo  of  3a  francs  for  the  tir^t 
y«M»  sball  ranuitt  vnalteied. 

Art.  6.  Custom-house  duties  paid  by  the  Company  for  machinery,  iron,  and  utensiU, 
iniroduced  at  It.ili  iii  ports  to  lepwce  woni>out  machinery,  or  for  repuri^  shail  be  refunded 

in  the  company. 

VVht-nevcr,  from  exlraordinary  circums!ancci»,  liie  price  of  coal  at  Ancona  or  BrindUi 
shall  exceed  60  francs  per  ton»  ihe  exces*  ap  to  60  shall,  to  tbe  extent  of  oue>half,  be  con- 
tributed  by  Government;  exceeding  60  franesy  tbe  fall  excess  shall  be  contributed. 

Art  1L  The  present  convention  shsU  not  be  valid  until  emfirn<>d  by  law. 

If  not  approved  i>y  Parliament,  this;  convention  shall  be  \oid  without  ri'^ht  of  indemnity 
to  the  company  %vliutevi:r,  iiud  ihu  o^uliuu  money,  500,000  franca,  re«[utreit  by  Article  20, 
shall  be  iminediatt'ly  restituted. 

Done,  ia  duplieate^  aiTuriUj  Sod  January  lS6i). 

(sigo^)  I^Mb»P^wL 

Uirico  Qeisser. 


Enelosum-d,  in  IVm  IB-. 

(Translation.) 

Tablb  of  CoMoiTiova  &r  the  Coaeession  of  »  Liaeof  Naffig^iijon  batmen 

Mad  MtiBmidrim. 

___  i 
Article  1. — The  service  shall  be  perjormed  by  steamen  the  property  of  the  Oraipatyr, 
mid  nhnlt  ctMnprise  four  passages  from  Ancona  to  Atex&ndria  per  month,  touchug  at  Coria» 

utui  vicf  versd. 

For  die  first  year  the  service  shall,  hoarever,  be  liuiitsdto  two  passages  permontb. 
The  number  of  Ic.isinc?  bttwct  n  the  two  points  is  computed  at — 

From  Aucona  to  Corfu     .....    129  leagues. 
„  Corfu  ta  Alexandria      ....  246  „ 


374  „ 

„  Briudisi  to  Alexsndria    ....  274  „ 

Art.  '2. — Govenmiaal  will  retain  the  right  to  suppress  the  huidings  and  to  estaUisbttlfaBn^  '- 

provided  tiicy  do  not  proi'inLT  tl>p  I'lie. 

In  such  caaeii  the  coiiditiou»  oi  tlie  contract  bhaJl  Ijj  mutually  tigreuU  upon. 
For  any  contesierl  case  a  coiiucil  of  arbitrators  shall  decide. 

This  council  shall  cont«ist  of  two  persons  appoinled  by  Government,  and  of  two  persona 
appoitttetl  by  the  Company.  These  four  shall  appoint,  by  majority  of  votes,  a  filth,  who 
sii  ill  bo  president.  If  ihvTv  \w  a  j>iirltv  nf  votes,  the  nominatimi  of  the  fifth  arbitrutor  ^^haJI 
be  made  by  tlie  President  of  the  Tribunal  of  Commerce,  at  tbe  residence  ot  the  Miuutry. 

The  council  of  artrittators  shall  judge  and  ptovide  irrevocably. 

Art.  3.— The  davs  of  departure  shall  be  fixed  by  the  Ministry  for  Public  Works,  after 
consultation  iviih  tiie  Company;  and  tiicy  may  be  altered,  on  •{iviii^  two  months'  notice. 
The  time-<able  of  airivais  ond  departure  must,  however,  always  correspond  with  the  arrival 
and  departure  of  the  Iiuliaii  mail  from  Alexandr  a. 

The  Ministry  of  Public  VVoricti  and  the  higher  authorities  of  the  province  may,  by  written 
order,  retard  the  departure  of  the  steamers  both  at  the  statiotis  and  intennediate  points,  b«t 
not  for  more  tV;  n  three  hours  after  the  time  fixed  for  their  departure.  Thia  dday  shall  laa* 
give  a  right  to  indemnity. 

The  steamerssball  not  land  pt  other  places  than  those  deaigiNited  ia tbsir  itia«rary,  caEoapl 
in  extreme  eases,  justified  by  deposition  a  n.ird:ng  to  'aw. 

If  the  landing  should  occur  in  a  foreign  port,  the  depoeition  most  be  OHtffied  l^  tbo 
Italian  consul. 

Alt.  4.— In  Itulian  ports,  a  Covemment  Coninii$-;ary  will  be  eoiriHtsd  witb  ibe  cai«  of 
superinteuduig  the  fulfilment  of  the  conditions  ot  tins  coatract. 

The  Oovfrnment  Commisaariea-ivitt  have  the  right  of  iaepeoting  the  steamers,  in  such 
wise  as  not  to  deluy  the  voya^re,  and  ihey  msy  be  aoeompanied  on-  soch  ecaasiona  by  the 
per<on»  whose  ns>»i8taiice  they  may  require. 

The  Gi  vt  rnment  (  ommis.^  ines  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Minister  of  Pafaiie  Wdika  and 
the  Minister  of  Marine  jointly. 

Art.  6  — Before  the  departure  of  tlie  steamers,  the  Oovemmeul  Commissioner  shall  take 
note  if  the  immersion  does  not  ucaed  the  limit  fixed  opon  for  the  whole  cargo,  viz.,  if  it 
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does  n«t  exoted  tfia  mteimrk  for  the  loid ;  and  if  the  cfew  is  eani|ilefee ;  and  alao^f  tli«  ^p^2lo>  ^ 
tine  of  dppMrtare.  — 

The  G<off«nuDeot  CoonDiwioner  may  requite  on  all  uccanana  to  inapeet  the  riiip'a  joamal 
and  iiiveutoiy  of  the  iuatrttineiits  and  storea  whteh  are  io^apaniabie  for  the  vofage  of  a 

sieaiiK-r. 

Art.  6. — The  stt  aniers  beiungiiig  to  tiie  service  ahonid  be  of  the  capacity  of  not  less  thoa 
800  tons  register,  builder's  roeasureanent,  and  of  an  average  speed  of  10  knots-  an  hour ; 
they  must  bear  the  nntional  fla.^,  nnH  be  snbjcct  to  aU  the  law8  wid.ffegulstioaa  to  iirhich 

Olliec  Vessels  ol  tin-  kimJ  arc  aii.oiidLilc. 

^i^rTbe  mui  vestels  shall  be  solidly  buiit,,|wwrided  with  good  eDgin<--^,  sm  li  us  simll  im  et  (he 
exi>:eni-ies  of  iheir  nuvigution,  the  preacnptkns  of  the  maiitiaae  lttway  and  feUy  aoawer  the 
purpose  for  which  they  are  destined. 

No  Pteamor  hIi  11  oe  oua|)lo^^.  in  t'-e  st  i  -ic<-  i;iitil  it  >IuilI  ii  ue  hrtn  exainin- tl  and 
accepted  by  a  special  commission  appoiuiecl  by  Uuveniuunt,  wiiu  ghall  frame  a  regulation 
trhidi,  in  coitfomtity  with  the  actual  niiiritime  laws,  shall  establish  a  system  by  which  the 
capacity  of  the  slf  iuKK.  n  I  tl.eir  sfieid,  the  work  performeij  by  the.  en:ine.«,  and  their 
eflectuHl  solidity,  l.i  laitxi.  IJy  means  of  this  systtMii,  tiiey  have  to  verify  whether 
Vn'  vr^seh  combii.i  tii  '  u  ijuisiteh  ol  thepiesent  table  of  cuuditions,  und  U>  settle  the  naflsber 
^  the..€rew  lur  each  steaater,  in  eoafonnity  with  ,ihe  regulations  and  cnatomof  tha.iaer> 
«anty*<jmriae. 

With  respect  to  the  atores  and  annaincnt  requisite  for  tlic  naTigation,  the  r^ulaliona  in 
force,  and  inoee  of  the  assurance  comp-aiiii  s,  niust  be  obNervcd. 

The  Company  is  required  to  poaaeas  the  lum  b  r  of  ateamt^rs  neoeasa  y  for  the  punctual 
and  rej:ular  pcrrnridaiice  of  (lie  seivicc.  After  t'lc  fir^t  year's  servtcey  the  Company  should 
not  haTe  fewer  than  four  bte^nuers,  whali  shall  each  combine  the  conditions  above  stated. 

Art  7. — I'he  iMinistry  of  Public  Works  luay  at  ell  times  iuBtitute  an  inspection  of  the 
steaiiici-,  to  verify  if  thrv  are  in  a  ftofu  eandttlion-liath>ft«tl»edaag»fcwii^f^ 
the  Accoutmodation  of  pas^engera.    ^  >  .} 

ffihonld  th^uot  be  fbnnd  to  posBew  these  requirementa.  tht'y'-ninst  btttpKMrjded:  fbrxiK 
sj  eecily  asipowible,  and  the  instrncUoni^  from  tiic  ^Iini^itrv  will  h  ive  t<>  hi- carried  ont^'arilfa 
reterciice  tO'theiftbpuiuiibility  of  the  Company  fur  delays  and  ilu-ii  consequences. 

In  the  evantof  any  diasension  betarean^  peaioniinapectiog  by  oider  of  the  MiifiM^^nd 
i*hpfrai»pa>y»- upon  the  alate  <ifaiha<aia>aaar,vt>hn>her  for  its  ^ubstitiiuonior  its  repaiaiy  dte 
onestion  shall  be  decided  by  a  council  of  arbitraton,  accoidiog  lotiAitiole  S,  wfao  aball 
decide,  after  the  inspection  of  tlie  msel  by  their  del^at%  *ipo.  4^*  written  eridence  of 
both  sides.  *  ■        '  •  >  .  . . 

In  case  of  shipwreck,  or  dUier  aedtfeAt  whatever, -whereby  tlie  steainer  iSioinfl'  be  loat  or 
mi']("V(]  unserviceable,  the  Company  will  he  nllnwed  a  ppr.nd  of  lo  months  t<i  n  place  it. 
In  llie  interim,  the  Compuiy  may  avail  itself  of  hirt-d  steamers,  provided  ibey  are  adapted 
to  the  service,  and  poMMi'the  jqpMfd  ilt^qili^  |. 

Art.  0. — With  the  subvention  granted  by  Government,  the  C<>nipny  will  be  ibonaditflir 
.ihe  r^uiar  and  complete  .eoaveyaiiee  of  «£  ell  postal  correspoadeuoey  tbe. 
flfte  payment  of  the  subvsntion  ahnll  bejnade  iu  IS  parte.  Cut. 

Art.  0.— The  Company  are  required  to  provide  a  larjje  room  in  every  iiieanier  for'tbn 
storiii'j   t  -  I,    '  l»  iiikI  !  key,  and  the  captain  of  the  sieamer  will 

have  the  cubU/dy  oi  it  upon  his  own  resjponiiibiliiy. 

Should  the  Administnition  of  the  Poat  reqube-an  aaaiatant  to  be  on  board,  the  Compnny 
ia  obliged  to  assign  him  a  berth,  &c. 

The  Company  is  bound  to  maintain  a  medical  officer  of  the  Royal  Navy,  Hhonld  the  post 
authorities  require  it,  on  bo-anl  each  stt-aiUL-i,  i;e. 

'V\  hen  the  Steamer  is  compelled  to  cast  anchor,  from  stress  of  weather,  the  Post  Office 
official  may  require  that  the  best  proeonhk  veaad  aluJl  be  at  his  disposal  for  the  convey- 
ance of  despHtches,  of  which  one  of  the  officera  of  the  ateamar  shall  take  the  command. 

Art.  10. — Should  the  steamers  have  to  toiirh  at  any  |  ort  not  indicated  in  the  invei.torv, 
Art.  1,  und  not  be  able  to  coaiiiiue  tlje  voyage,  the  i  aptain  is  strictly  bound  to  consign  the 
dfsputehes  to  the  cliice  nf  the  local  or  nearest  po^t,  tu  be  forwarded  to  their  dcstiaation  by 
ordinary  means,  whenever  it  is  iiupracticable  to  forward  tliem  by  the  first  national  or  foreieit  - 
atenoier  proceeduig  to  the  place  of  deatination  of  the  aak)  despatches,  the  expenaa  to  .be 
borne  by  the  CoiitjiaDy. 

Al  t.  1 1.— Tlie  product  from  the  conveyance  of  pasaengera  and  gooda  belonga  eadnsiTeiy 

to  tlie  Conij)any. 

U'lie  proouct  from  the  conveyance  of  lettera  bdunga  exclusively  to  the  Administratton  of 

the  Post. 

No  correspono'ence  whatever  shall  be  received  on  board  hut  that  which  is  consigned  by 
the  jjos»  I  Hi  I  IS. 

Ativ  cuutiavtution  of  the  postal  laws  by  the  Company  or  its  agents  shall  be  punished 
accortiing  to  law. 

On  every  ^ti  umer  there  shall  le  a  ]iort:  hie  Ictter-boX,  which  shall  be  delivered  jomtly 
vritb  the  dM  patches  at  the  ] est  othccji  on  landing. 

U.4».  S  s  4  Art.  12. 
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Appi  KoL,!.         Art.  12. — ^The  company  is  required  to  provide  at  balf-piiee  for  the  pamge  of  civil  and 

"  military  functionaries  on  duty,  board  not  included. 

TtiL'  Company,  however,  is  not  required  to  receive  more  than  nz  in  the  chief  eabill»  nor 

moie  than  srx  in  the  fiftcr-cabio  of  each  stcanirr. 

Art.  13. — Indigent  and  shipwrecked  manners  retarnin|;  home  shall  be  conveyed  at  the 
StRte's  expense,  at  the  rate  of  five  ftanes  per  day,  board  included. 

Applications  for  pai^^sage  are  to  be  made  to  the  Consul  or  Goveninient  Agent. 
Such  petsoQS  tiliall  uut  exceed  10  in  number,  every  voyage  witliout  the  Company's 
consent. 

At  tlie  same  rate,  and  under  the  aame  condiiioiMi,  Tagabonds  ttrdexed  home  by  the  COQ^ 
sular  allots,  shall  be  conveyed. 

Art.  14.  The  Company  is  required  to  convey  gratis  every  description  of  correspondencOy 
and  to  the  transport  at  reduced  prices  of  persons  as  stipidated  in  Articles  12  and  13  on 
soch  lines  as  arc  not  contemplated  in  the  contract,  but  which  may  become  a  prolongation 
of  the  line  conceded  by  this  convention. 

Art  19.  Passengers  shall  be  treated  with  consideration.   A  register  ahall  be  kept  open 

on  every  ?tpamer  in  whicli  pa«!i?pnjjers  may  rpcord  llieir  complaints. 

Compiaints  ot  a  grave  character  shall  be  referred  by  the  comiubgary  to  the  ministry 
who  shall  be  empowered  to  remove  euch  Agents  of  the  Company  as  may  be  fiaand  eolpftUe.' 

Art.  !(!.  In  the  event  of  war.  Government  is  empowered  to  sus[>end  or  continue  the 
service,  and  to  take  possession  of  the  vessels^  on  remunerating  the  Company  as  may  be 
estimated  by  the  oooocil  of  aTbUreton,  named  in  Ait  2. 

In  the  first  placp,  Government  will  assume  the  resprinsibility  of  the  ateamenf  and  of  all 
relating  to  the  service  for  any  damage  resulting  iroui  tlie  war. 

In  the  next  phuse,  and  durinsr  the  period  of  suqtension  of  the  aerviiee»  the  Subven- 
tion Art.  1,  of  the  convention  will  cease,  and  the  steamers  of  the  Company  may  be  hired 
by  Government.  The  price  and  conditions  of  freight  shall  be  mutually  ai;reed  upon,  or 
fixed  by  the  council  of"  arbitiaiors,  as  per  Art.  2  of  the  table  of  regulation'*,  and  the  value 
of  the  ships  shall  be  decided,  which  the  Company  shall  receive  in  the  event  of  loss  exclu- 
sively from  the  war.   Sw  risk  and  fire  asaunmce  remaining  at  the  charf^  of  the  Company. 

Should  Hnvr-rnment  not  consent  to  freight  the  steamers,  the  Company  receive  during^ 
the  interruption  of  the  service  an  indemnity  which  shall  be  estimated  by  mutual  consent,  or 
by  the  aforesaid  council  of  atbitmtora. 

Art  17.  The  speed  required  by  Art  6,  being  an  average  one,  viz.,  independently  of 
weather,  save  and  except  m  casea  of  unfiiraBeeit  camaities,  <fuly  Justified^  the  steamers  of 
the  Company  shall  perform  in  every  six  months,  dating  from  let  Jaonary  and  1st  July;  the 

completion  of  their  passengers  p'  ini^  and  returning  oetwceii  Ancona  .md  Alexandria  in 
2,002  hours,  whilst  the  service  is  limited  to  two  voyages  a  monih,  and  in  5,364  hours  when 
it  ahall  perform  four  voya^s  per  montii.  In  tiie  boors  enumerated  above,  stoppages  nt 
intervening  ports  are  not  included. 

Should  the  above  limit  be  exceeded  by  one-fortieth,  viz.,  by  67  hours  in  the  first  period, 
or  by  134  hours  in  the  s'^oond,  a  drawback  upon  tiie  convention  due  to  the  Company  of 
4  per  cent,  for  ever;^  fortietli,  shall  be  retained  upon  the  8ubse<][uent  subventions  when  the 
iacnrrad  exceic  is  verified. 

Art  IS.— For  every  delay  at  atexting  not  jnstified  by  unoontrollable  canse%  tta  Oompnny 
will  incur  a  fine  of  50  franc*  per  hour.  If  the  ddny  abould  exceed  ten  lumii  the  fine  ahaU 

be  luo  francs  per  hour. 

Whenever  a  steamer,  from  unjustifiable  canses,  shall  touch  at  a  port  or  harboar  not  specified 
in  the  itinerary,  the  Company  shall  incnr  a  penalty  of  2,000  francs. 

The  delay  of  the  Company  in  replacing  a  steamer  lost  or  disabled  shall  be  punished  by  a 
fine  of  300  francs  per  dav,  without  prejudice  to  the  penalties  impost^d  by  Art.  lu  follc.wiiiir. 

The  amount  of  tines  shall  be  retamed  monthly  from  the  subventions  payable  lo  the  Com- 
pany. 

Art  10. — Whenever  the  departure  of  a  steamer  is  dehiyed  without  justifiable  cause  for 

24  hours,  the  Government  Commissary  or  Post  Office  Direct-in;,  after  notice  to  the  Com- 
pany, shall,  jointly  with  the  local  authorities,  adopt  the  needful  measures  for  forwarding  the 
despatches  by  immediately  fiwightiog  another  ateamer,  and  the  expense  incurred  shul  be 
at  the  cost  of  the  Company. 

In  the  event  of  a  repetition  of  such  delay.  Government  may,  in  writing,  ut^e  the  director 
to  carry  on  the  service  according  to  the  tenor  of  theTaUeof  lUgulationS ;  this  advice  shall 
have  the  efficacy  of  a  legal  und  formal  notice. 

11^  notwithstaudin^r  such  notice,  further  delays  should  ensue,  Government  shall  be  eni^ 
powered  to  annul  the  contract,  which  the  Competent  Tribunal  may  for  this  sole  motive 
dissolve. 

Art.  20. — As  ii  guarantee  for  its  engagements,  the  Company,  on  ^atifyin'.^  this  contract* 
shall  deposit,  as  caution  tnoney,  600,000  francs  in  specie  or  in  bills  cm  the  Treasury. 

Should  the  Company  not  be  prepared  to  commence  ihe  service  at  the  time  fixed,  the 
conimct  shall  be  considered  dissolved,  and  the  caution  money  be  forfeit  lo  Govemmeikty 
unit  ss  it  shall  bo  r^roved  that  the  delay  was  caittcd  by  cireomstences  over  which  the  Com- 
pany had  no  control. 

When 
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When  the  Coiupnny  shall  hnve  commenced  the  service  xvilli  two  steamers  of  their  own,       App.  No.  I* 

buiit  in  confoiiuity  with  the  stipulations,  the  caution  money  of  500,000  francs  shall  be  ...  

restored,  and  a  portioii  of  the  material  shall  be  pledged  to  GovenuneDt  in  lien  ofteearitj. 

Art,  21. — ^The  service  shall  commence  within  five  months  from  the  pa!ising  of  the  law 
epprovipg  the  contract,  and  it  aball  last  for  36  yean  from  the  day  on  which  it  aball  oom* 
nence. 

During  the  first  six  months  flic  Compniiy  may  avail  itself  of  li!n  fl  st-  an.cr?,  if  (licv  ]ji>ssc>3 
the  requisite  cunditiontt,  and  are  not  less  than  700  tons  with  the  prescribed  Hpeed  in  Ari.  6, 
exceptionally  reduced  half  a  knot  per  hour. 

At  the  end  of  the  firi=^t  year  the  Company  is  required  to  have  all  the  material  complete  in 
conformity  wiih  the  i^lipulations. 

Should  the  Company  engage  to  commence  the  «>ervice  with  steamers  built  expressly  within 
eight  months  from  the  passing  of  the  law  approving  the  contract,  Government  will  consent 
1o  the  opening  of  the  line,  and  to  the  coromenoemcnt  of  the  service,  being  protracted  to  the 
first  r?ay  af^er  the  expiration  of  such  period  of  eight  moRtluif  and  that  the  16  years*  duration 
of  the  concession  shall  date  from  that  day. 

Art.  22. — During  the  concession  Government  siiall  not  award  any  subveutioii  or  favour 
to  other  companies  for  the  line  from  Italian  ports  to  Alexandria. 

This  interdiction  does  not  apply  to  those  Imes  which,  leaving  Italian  ports,  have  not  their 
chief  stations  in  Egypt,  but  touch  at  intervening;  ports  named  in  this  concession;  nor  is  it 
appUcnUe  to  a  proposed  line  hetweeo  Genoa  and  Leghorn  and  Alexandria. 

Art.  js.^The  Company  riiall  not  concede  to  ofbers  the  present  undertaking,  except  by 

virtue  oi'  a  law. 

Slioiild  the  Company  act  in  contravention  of  this  clause,  Oovemment  is  authorised  to 

declare  the  contmct  annulled,  without  any  judicial  formality. 

The  Company,  however,  is  not  forbiddt  n  to  take  in  more  partners,  nor  to  make  over  tiie 
"Concession  en  Coroandite,"  by  shares  to  bean-r,  under  Mr.  Palmer's  direction. 

The  residence  of  the  firm  roust  be  in  the  Royal  States. 

Art.  24. — All  difficulties  in  the  execution  or  interpretation  of  the  clauses  which  may  arise 
diall  be  judged  by  tlie  Council  of  State,  nnlres  they  are  questions  of  maritime  competenf^, 
in  irhich  ease  the  Council  of  the  Admiralty  shall  arbitrate. 

Done  at  Turin,  in  duplicate,  the  Snd  January  IWi, 

(signed)       Ubaldmo  Peruxzu 
Xnrieo  Geisaer.  Kdro  Bo^ogL 


No.  19. 

Hr.  F.  HUl  to  Mr.  Hammm^, 

Sir,  General  PokI  Office,  6  June  18«3. 

I  HAVE  laid  before  the  Postmaster  General  yonr  lette  r  of  tlir  2f>th  ultimo,  enclnsini',  v.  ith 
rctt  rnice  to  former  correspondence,  the  copy  of  a  Dfc»(»atch  from  Sir  Janse-s  Hudson, 
together  wiih  copies  of  various  papers  on  the  subject  of  liie  propo»<  d  transmission  of  the 
Indian  mails  vid  Ancooa  which  have  been  communicated  to  him  by  the  Italian  Govern-- 
went. 

The  Ttalinii  Government  offer  to  convey  the  British  mails  over  the  Italian  territory,  on 
payment  ol  the  following  transit  nites,  vi?.. : — 

Tliirty  centimes  per  30  grammes,  for  letters. 
Fifty  centimes  per  kilogramme,  for  printed  papers. 

And  for  this  payment  they  declare  thdr  readiness  to  provide  express  trains  between  Ancona 
and  the  French  frontier,  to  start  from  each  end  of  the  line  immediately  after  the  arrival  of 
the  mails,  as  well  as  superior  and  exceptional  means  of  transport  for  the  pa^isuge  of  Mout 
Cenis. 

These  terms  ap^ar  U>  the  Postmaster  General  to  be  quite  satislactory. 

Before  communicating,  however,  with  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam  Navigation 

Company  niih  a  view  to  the  trnnslVr  of  the  Mediterranean  jlnd^el^^  f  oni  M.u-fil'r-s  to  An- 
cona, Lord  Stanley  ol  Alderiey  requests  that  Earl  TlnsseU  will  be  good  enough  to  instruct 
fler  Majesty's  Minister  at  Turin  to  inquire  at  w  li  t  [u  riod  the  Italian  Government  will  be 
readj  to  undertake  this  sarvtoCf  in  the  event  of  this  department  making  arreiigements  Ibr 
using  the  Italian  route. 

His  Lordslii|i  furlluT  requests  that  th<  atteniion  of  j'lr  .Tames  Hudson  may  be  called  to 
that  part  of  my  letter  of  the  SOth  January  last,  in  which  it  was  stated  that,  if  the  Indian 
maWs  were  sent  through  Italy,  a  provision  similar  to  that  existing  ha  the  postal  convention 
between  this  country  and  France  would  he  necessary,  under  which  the  British  niails  are 
accompanied  by  au  ufticer  of  the  Uriti>li  Post  Office,  tor  whom  a  place  is  reserved  in  the 
carriage  conveying  the  mails.  In  the  communtcation  now  received  no  xeferenoe  is  made  to 
this  point 

It  would  be  desirable,  also,  to  reserve  itmihw  accommodation  for  the  British  mail  officers 
0.48.  Tt  Oft 
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App.  Nbw  I.        oil  board  tho  Italian  packets,  in  tin-  cvonf  r>f  thnsr-  pncVct'i  !)oing  nsed  (or  the  ctmvi^yance 
  of  the  mails  by  sea  between  Ancona  and  Alessandria.    At  present,  howetnerj  it  is  not  pro- 
posed by  this  department  to  make  use  of  the  ItaUtin  packete  for  the  eonvej^oee  4>r  thew 

irr.i-U. 

£.  Uaumond,  J^>f  Foreign  OBice.  (signed)      jF*.  MiU, 


No.  SO. 

Mr.  Silt  to  Mr.  Bmeme. 

Sir,  Oenerat  Po*t  OflBce,  9  June 

With  reftTPHf-e  to  your  letter  of  rhe  4th  .Tulv  statinir  (hat  iIk- iI;-^liiMc<-  '  (-wrca 
Ancona  and  Abxandiia  is  1,0U0  nautical  niilcjs,  1  hare  to  rec|ue>)t  that  you  will  ncquiiint 
me,  for  the  information  of  the  Postmaster  Genemt,  with  the  distance  iu  nautical  milea 
from  Ancona  to  Corfu  and  from  Corfu  to  Alexandria. 

W.  0.  Romaioe,  Esq.*  cm.  Admiralty.  (signed)      F.  3UL 


I7o.  SI. 

Vx,  Awictf  to  the  Secietary  to  the  Post  Office. 

Sir,  Atlmiralty,  11  JiAie  liMft. 

In  ii'|ily  to  your  letter  oi'  the  9lh  insfntit,  1  am  comniiinflfd  hv  iny  Kuids  Ciiiumissiunet^ 
oi  the  Admiralty  l>i  acquaint  you,  fur  the  iuforiuution  of  the  Posimastcr  (leneral,  tiiat  the 
distance  iu  nautical  miles  fitim  Aneoua  to  Gorfa  is  370,  and  fbm  Corfu  to  AlAc- 
aodria  760. 

I  am, 

(MfRed)     -a  W.  Pi'iuidl, 
To  the  Secretary  of  the  Post  Offioe.  Pro  Secretaiy. 


iNo.  SS. 

M.  Vamdal  to  Sir  RaulaHd  HOL 

Monsieur,  Pans,  ie  A  Juillet  1802. 

Par  la  lettrc  que  vous  m'avez  fait  rhonneur  de  m'ecrire,  Ie  6  .Juin  dernier,  vodsm'aves 
deniaudc  ^  qudic  heiire  les  malles  expedif^es  de  f  .iin<Iros  a  H  li.  30  in.  du  foir,  les  3,  10,  IB, 
et  2(j  de  chaquc  inois,  poiirraieni  etre  livrees,  par  uiuii  Adm  nistration,  it  hi  frontif-r."  Ita- 
lienne.  Vous  avex  ajouie  que  oe  renseijjnement  vous  etait  nt-  pour  mettre  ie  M  iitre 

Odii^ral  des  Poster  a  meme  de  s'eiitendre  avec  I'Utfice  des  Po>ite&  Ilalieunes  au  aujct  des 
avBn(a<r>  s  que  peat  ofTrrr  la  voie  d*Anc6ne  pour  la  transmission  des  malles  dc  Flnde,  d«  la 
CHini^     de  I'Au-tralie. 

Au.«sit6t  la  recejjtion  decelte  icttrc,  j;-  me  >uis  e:npri  ssc  de  i'aire  reiMieillrr  tons  h's  ren- 
scignements  de  nature  it  6elair>  r  votie  Depiirtemcnt  f^wr  la  question  du  transport  di  s  dttea 
malles  rlnns  ie  parrours  snr  Ie  territoire  PraDfsiis.  C'est  pour  ce  motif  que  je  u'^i  pas  sutts^ 
fidt  pliitot  it  votre  demniide. 

Les  depechos  p;!rtant  de  Londres  a  8  ^  h,  dn  eoir  ne  p  irviendraient  p  is  a  Paris  eti  coin- 
cidence uvec  ie  train  pur  iequel  soot  ex|i6<tiee8  ies  d^pSches  de  Pann  pour  Turin,  ii  y 
atuait  done  lieu,  an  casou  les  malles  Aitglaises  ne  pourraient  pas  p:irttr  de  Loiidres  te  matin, 
de  les  expedier  rliaquL- fi  i-^,  r  i  tniin  special  de  Macon  a  Saiiii  Miohel.  Partaol  de  f  nK  ;\ 
11  li.  5  111.  du  uiaLiii,  ies  tiiidli  s  jjuurniienl,  pendant  In  b'  lie  siiison,  C'tre  lendues  Ie  leu  leiu  iiu 
iSuiut  Michel  n  4h.  30  m.  c!u  matin,  et  n  la  frnntiere  Italienne  iv  mid)  et  dvnii.  Si,  an  coi>- 
traire,  les  malUa  Anahtisc*  etaient  expedites  do  l.ondres  Ie  matin,  partant  de  Pari*  k  8  h.  du 
soir,  f  ile*  pourraient,  pendant  la  belle  siiwrn.  ctri.-  rondues  Ic  lendemuin  k  Saint  Mtc^icl' A 
1  h.  :yl  in.  du  soir,  et  u  la  fVontitire  Itali>  nnc  a  10  h.  du  soir. 

Queltes  quo  soient  au  s:trplu<i  les  iieures  de  d6panrt  de  Londres  de*  d<'vici,'he'«  An^l 
potir  riiide,  1«  Chine  el  rAoatralie,  I'empioi  de  trains  sp^cianx  serH  beais^^  iup  pin*  heqneiit 

ear  lea  li;;neP  de  chfmins  'r  f;  rqni  abontts-seiit  an  Mon:  Cen  s  ■  t  mi  inny  'ii  dc^q'teHes  Parra 
ne  corresi;)')nd  qn  urie  fUis  |«ir  )onr  avec  Torin  que  sm  la  liune  de  Harin  a  M  irs  ^lie.  Sous 
ce  lappirt,  1 1  vide  il'ltalie  sera  plus  or.dreuse  qne  1 1  voie  d  •  Mafi^efUe.  M  us  Ie  plus  grave 
incoQV^nient  qu'otTre  la  premit^re  de  ecAdetix  voies,  c'est  Ie  passage  du  Moat  CenK,  entre 
Snint  Michel  etSoze,  passa<ie  qui  ne  peut  s'effi-cluer,  pendant  la  stis'm  It  p!n<  favorable, 
qn  HI  nifiM  n  de  voiMre-^,  et  pendant  ia  mauvaise  >ai!*'>n,  en  partie  au  in  yen  de  v  ir  ires 
el  en  |wi  iie  au  moyen  de  tiainanx;  d'oO  resulte  ta  n^cessit^  d'op^rer  dans  la  moatague,  des 
iranslwrdetnents  en  jilein  air  et  au  milieu  des  neiifes. 

J'ui  fait  prendre  des  ren-^i  i^nement*  sur  If-?  f-ais  qn'ocea'^ion^iei-nrt  If  tfan^port  de  la 
mtiile  de!»  Inde*  entre  Saiui  Michsl  et  Snze.  La  cornpai:nie  avec  laqneile  mou  AdmiiHsfrft- 
tton  a  d^ji  tmh6  poor  Ie  transport  desf  d^peches  ordinaires  cvh;iii|i;de9  dwqtate  j<'ur  etitre 
la  France  H  riialie,  se  fondant  ttur  ce  qu'ii  lui  faudrait  ereer  et  eniretenir  puur  cet  objat 
im<iiMt<4<iel  ap^eial  qui  nVxiate  paa  et  qui  lie  pourrait  dtre  employ^  qu'aa'terTiee  dea 

dtaUos 
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mallet  AnglaiiM,  a  evalue  ^  |>i^!i  d'an  milKoB  de  francs  (061,320  f.)  le  prix  He  ce  service. 
Haiti  tsuWant  ane  autxe  Evaluation,  le  service  en  question  pourrait  SUe  etfectue  pour  le  prix 
de  460,000  f.  environ.    II  va  cnns  dire  que  si,  au  lifu  de  traiter  avee  nn  senl  entrepreneur, 

on  devail  »jtiii)lii  di  iix  services  (l;!5tinc  s,  I'un  pour  le  Iraiispoit  cnlr.^  Saint  Mi.  Ii  I  et  la 
fronlierc  Franco-ltalienne,  et  I'.iulre  puur  le  transport  entre  ct  tte  irontiiire  et  Suze  les  <I6- 
peiises  ^craientil  pcu-pr6s  di>ul>loes.  II  ne  vons  ^happera  pas  non  plus  d*iin  autre  c6t6 
(jut'  si  la  voie  d'AtlConf  I'lait  nditjitee.  on  ponn  air  peul-£-tie  ohteinr  uoe  r^uetioo  Mir  Us  pris 

8us-nienU«  nn6s  en  ntetiaut  U:  service  Uont  u  ^'agii  eu  adjm!ica.tKiu. 

Vous;  tuvtz  pcut-clre,  MDnaieiir,  que  cotirormiiment  a  ia  cinivjiuum  qui  rc^jle  les  rapports 
di'  posie  t  nlielu  France  et  I'ltal.t-,  les  fiais  resuUaut  <I(  a  sorvii-e-;  t,'tai>liB  sur  la  froiiti(!:rc,  par 
ka  AdiuintrtrHtiona  des  Pontes  desdi  ux  imys,  pour  le  transport  des  d{-pdclu-s  ordioaiiea 
qu*elles  ^changent  enti-e  elles,  aont  snpportcs  par  ci>b  Administrations  pr»poriionnel1enMnt, 
i  la  (iistanre  parcnuntc  .'.nr  Iriiis  temtoires  rrsiHCtifs.  i  s  le  tran-p>i t  i  mullet  An- 
glaisi'S  dt-  oa  pour  rini'c,  la  Chmc  et  I'Australie,  coastituant  un  service  !»pecial  qui  devrait 
hre  oi^nife  dans  riiiieiCt  exclusif  des  dttes  mallea  ne  mnrait  demeurer  soamts  anx 
regies  concemant  le*  services  ordinairea. 

Si  I'opinion  et  h  s  convenancns  particuli^res  de  mon  Adminintration  pnuvaient  etre  prises 
en  consideration  dans  la  circmstanc^,  il  ne  sera  t  apjiorte  aueun  chan<j:ement  ^  la  directiou 
que  auivent  aujoufd'hui  les  m^dlea  Anglaisea;  car,  si  la  voic  de  Marseille  er^t  plus  longua  de 
quelques  beurex  que  celle  d'Aocone,  ce  qui,  k  raon  avis  eat  de  peu  d'ltoporbtnoc^  eQ>  ^gard 
i  in  dttiie  des  trajcts  que  parcourent  les  malles  des  Indes,  de  la  Chine  et  d'Aastralie,  dU« 

a  sur  ':i  \  uie  d'Aiicitnt  1  ;ivaiit;i_'e  d'ofTiir,  dati>  toii't:  •^uu  vlcnd'tr  iitii-  Ii;::iip  de  c-liemius  de 
fer  u  doubles  voie^  &anb  !>ulutiuu  tie  coniinuite,  ne  laisfiiuit  lien  a  d«j6ir«::r  i>uu»  nt  luppurt  de 
I'exactitnde,  et  dout  la  r.'pidiie.  deji,  ai  graode,  puurra,  sans  doute  <}ire  encore  accrue  ull^ 
tieurenieni.  Par  la  voie  d'Ancune,  ao  CMitraife,  il  aemble  impossible  d'obtcnir  Jamais  une 
vites!»e  1 1  une  ru>£ularit6  egalee  ^  <  elles  des  trains  postes  qui  parcourent  la  li£rne  de  Paris  k 
Marseille.  En  etiet,  i^i  les  neij^e^  oppusont  pendant  ujio  pirtie  de  rannc;  (i'mvinoibles 
oUaiacles  a  la  tcu^ulaiit^  de  ia  marche  des  ttrdins,  et  du  paiisage  des  voitores  a  traverg  la 
cbaine  des  Alpes,  U  vitesse  des  convoia  est  tras-nalveinte  en  aa  voie  IL  cause  des  pentes  bean- 
coup  pins  fortes  que  pre^cnt^-nt  les  chcniins  de  fer  du  p  ys  r  t  <les  jnf  i  a  iti  >n<  q  I'll  y  a  lieu 
de  prendre  sur  ces  cliemins,  pari iculierement  pendant  nun.  J'ajouU  que  les^  irannporta 
s'eTOCtuant  sur  une  sente  voie,  non  seulement  entre  Cuioz  el  S.  Michel,  mais  encore  entre 
Suae  et  Turin  et  entre  Alexandrie  et  Ancdne,  l«a  retards  de  route  doiveni^  sur  eette  ligne, 
Btre  bien  plus  fr^queuu  que  sur  la  ligne  k  double  voie  qui  relle  Maianlle  k  Calais. 

Mon  Adminislration  fir^fl&r.int,  k  une  leg^re  aecet£rati«in  6venttielle  qui  ne  pent-Stre 

achetce  qi.'au  prix  i!'iis?cz  sj;:a\cs  iiiconvenieius,  1  i  it'giilar;te  et  la  t^t'curitc  tju'eliL'  cat  sure 
de  trouTer  par  la  vo;c  de  iVlarseille,  ne  soijj^e  luuMiiiLMitiu  ii  placer  dans  le.  port  d'Aacuue  la 
t§te  de  la  ligne  des  paquebots  qu'elle  doit  ciitictt-inr  p  ur  le  transport  des  maUes  qa*d1e 
ecbangera  avee  I'Inde,  lu  CocliI  ■  Chi'io,  et  la  Clnne.  Toutefois,  je  comprends  que  votre 
office,  dans  le  bui  tl  acc61erer  le  transport  df  et  a  n)  >iles,  U^J-iire  pouvuir  les  diii^er  pai  la  vuie 
d'Ancfine,  et  je  ferai  en  consequence  tout  ce  qui  d^>pendia  de  moi,  pour  seconder  ce  d^sir. 
Mais  VOU8  trouveres  sans  doute  e^uitablo,  Monsieur,  que  moo  Administration  u'ait  pas  A 
■npporter  raugmentation  de  frais  qui  ponrrait  resalter  de  ce  cltangement  de  direction.  Alnsi, 
dans  le  cas  o6  Ks  u.alles  AnglaiKes  ^ii  r  iii  at  dirigdes  par  la  voie  d'Ar.t  on  ,  i!  dtineurcrait 
convenu  que  I'office  Bniaiioique  tieodrait  compte  k  m^u  Admiaiatratiou  de  lous  les  irais 
qu'oocasionnerait  le  noovel  ttia^riire  lor  le  territoire  Pran^ais  ca  sua  de  cenz  qu'alk 
au  pporte  aujourdniui. 

Agr6ea,  Monaiearf  ras^urance  de  ma  haute  consideration. 

Le  Conseilier  d'Etat,  Directeur  G^n^ral  des  Postes, 

(signed)      JBd.  Faadb2« 

Sir  R.avland  Ilill, 
Secretaire  de  TOffice  Gcucrale  de  Post<»  a  Londres. 


Ko.  S3. 

Mr.  Xaitard^  u, to  JUr.  SiiL 

Sir,  •  Foreign  Oiiice,  14  July  1862. 

VlTll  relerence  to  your  letter  of  the  0th  ultimo,  I  am  directed  by  EurlRiiaseli  to  transmit 
to  yoo  herewith,  to  be  laid  before  Uer  Majesty's  Postmaster  Qeueralj  a  copy  of  a  further 
Despatch  from  Sir  James  Hudson,  respectiug  the  transport  of  the  Indiaa  mails  by  nay  of 
Ancooa. 

I  am,  2tc. 

F.  Hiil,  E>q.,  kc  8ce.  fitr.  (signed)      A,  S,  Layard, 


OAt. 
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Enclosure  i,  in  No.  S8. 


(Nov  100.) 


Sir  JiBMci  Jfittfioii  to  Bui  lUudL 


My  Lord,  Turin,  30  June,  1862. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  herewith  to  your  Lordship  copy  of  a  cummuuicatioa 
from  the  Italian  GoTemmeitt  respecting  the  traiUipoTt  of  the  Indiun  mails  by  way  ot  Ancuna, 
in  aiiswei  to  the  inqairic*  I  was  inatmcted  to  make  by  yoor  Lordehip'a  Despatch,  No.  1S7» 

of  ilic  Jttli  iiibt. 

I  Inivc,  kc. 

The  £arl  Rossell.  (ugued)      Jamet  Hvdttm, 


Enclosure  2,  in  No.  33. 

M.  k  Muiistre,  Turin,  ie  26  Juin  1862. 

Pab  voire  office  du  12  de  ce  niois  tou>;  ui'avez  ezprini^  de  la  part  de  votre  Gouverae- 
ment  le  desir  de  connaitre  a  quelle  cpoque  le  Gouvernement  Itiilien  pourrait  se  trouver 
en  mSsure.de  donner  Huite  aux  engagements  proposes  relativement  au  transport  de 
la  maile  des  Indcs  par  ia  vole  d^Ancune.  Vous  m'iivez  lait  coiiiialtre  en  mcine  tempe  que 
votre  Gouvemeoient  nttachait  aussi  du  prix  tl  ^ 'a usurer,  si  dans  le  cas  dont  il  s'agit,  les  malles 
Anglo-lndiennea  pourmient  6tre  acconipagiK  -L  S  p  u  un  officier  des  Postei  Briianniqnes. 

M.  le  Minislre  des  Travaux  Publics,  a  qui  je  mc  suis  cnipri'sS('  do  fatre  part  dc  cette 
communication,  me  repond  (]^u'avaat  de  pouvoir  prcciser  I'epoquc  i  ii  iu  projct  en  question 
pourrait  Stre  mis  en  execauoa  avec  In  facilites  proposSes,  il  lui  e^^t  indispensable  de 
^.'entendre  avec  les  ditf^rentes  cotnpagnies  de  chemins  de  fer  int^^es^^L'<  s.  II  ajoutc  qu'ii 
va  s'occuper  incessamment  d'amener  une  entente  avec  st-s  coiupai:aii;.s,  ct  que,  dans  cc  but, 
it  aurait  un  interct  puriiculier  ^  obtenir  (Us  rensciirnenients  precis  i  I'e^arii  des  tacilitcs 
que  le  Gouvernement  Fran^^ais  aocorde  ik  celui  de  S.  M.  B.  pour  le  transport  de  la  raalle 
des  Indes  entre  Mandlle  et  Calais,  aotameinent  de  connattre: 

1.  Si  fa  dc)>ens(>  orca?iontt€e  par  les  traioa  sp^ciaiu  eat  exctnaiveBMBt  il  1»  diarge  da 

rAdiiiiuistraiioii  Frarii^^ise. 

2.  Quel  estle  prix  par  kiloni6ti«  que  I'on  paye  anz  eonpagniee  de  cbemias  d«  fer 
pour  les  trains  ep^iaux. 

3.  Si  ces  tiaina  spddaux  ne  Irantportent  que  la  malte  des  Indes,  ou  bien  s^Ia  prenneat 

aussi  des  voyageui  s,  et  dtins  cc  ra-,  si  K;  prix  des  placi  s  des  voyagenrs  est  pcV$&  *U 
profit  du  Guuvetnement  qui  supportc  la  d6pense  dc«  trains  spdciaux. 
4k  Eofin,  en  combioi  d'heares  s'efieetae  1«  tiansport  de  la  malle  entre  Marseille  el 

Calais,  et  vice  versa. 

Ccs  renscignements  pouvant,  j'ainie  iile  croiu,  ctre  ais^ment  fournis  par  rAdininistratioa 
firitannique,  je  vous  serais  fort  reconnaissant,  M.  le  Miuistre,  d'avoir  I'obligeance  de  les  lui 
demander  de  la  part  du  Goavemement  du  Boi,  et  dc  me  lea  communiqaer  d^  quails  voiw 
seront  panrenAs. 

Fn  atttudani,  je  in'Luiprepse  dc  voiis  faire  connaltre,  pour  ce  qui  concerne  la  .seconds 
partie  de  votre  ollice  du  111  de  ce  mois,  que  M.  le  Ministre  des  Travaux  Publics  c$t  toat 
dispose  a  prendre  les  dit^po$.itiona  n^^cessaires  pour  c^ue  Ton  reserve  one  place,  soit  dalia  lea 
convoii^  des  cheiiiius  de  ier,  soU  sur  lt«  p:iqnebots  nationniix,  poor  rageot  do*  poitflB 
Biitauniques  qui  serait  charges  d'accoinpa<^iicr  ia  malle  des  Indes. 

Veuillez,  &e. 

pour  le  Ministre, 

Si  James  Hudson,  k.c.b.  Csign^)  Mel^arL 


No.  24. 

(No.  597— N.) 

Mr.  F.  Hill  to  Mr.  Uuuwwud, 

Sir,  General  Post  OlHce,  10  July  1802. 

AViTH  reference  to  my  1(  (tcr  of  tlie  fith  ultimo,  on  the  subject  of  the  proposed  transmission 
of  tilt  ntaib  to  and  from  liuiia,  Ace,  by  wav  of  Ancona,  I  am  directed  by  the  Postmaster 
General  to  request  that  you  will  inform  Earl  Bussed  that,  since  the  dispatch  of  that  letter, 
his  Lordslii[)  bus  b  en  in  coniimiiiicTtion  with  Monsieur  Vanrl  il,  Dirts  tor  General  of  the; 
Posts  oi  France,  tor  the  purpose  of  uscertaiuiug  what  arrangements  the  French  Post  OUice 
are  iih.u  and  uillin<;  to  mak«  for  the  conveyaaeeofthe  mails  in  queition  between  Paris 
and  the  frontier  of  Italy. 

Under  the  existinc:  arrangement,  and  which  il  would  be  difficult  to  disturb,  the  Indiuu 
mails  leave  LciuIdu  ut.  b.n  p.m.,  uiul  r.  ;ieli  P  iris  at  7.20  on  the  following  morning.  Tliey 
are  di(.pat«:hed  from  Paris  to  Lyons  at  11.5  a.m.,  and  reach  Macon  about  half-past  8  ia  the 

•venuig. 
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evening'   The  llM  in  the  direction  of  Turin  braiulies  off  from  tlie  Lyons  line  at  lbieoil»      Af^V9>  I 
but  than  is  no  train  on  that  line  fitted  to  the  dispatch  from  Paris  at  li.S  a.m. 

Itnpnears  by  a  letter  just  received  from  M.  Vandal,  that  there  u  only  one  train  daily 
from  Paris  by  which  maits  are  forwarded  to  Tarin,  and  that  this  train  teavea  Paife  at 

8.0  p. III.  CoiisL'qiitiitly  the  IndiHH  uiiills,  if  sent  through  Turin,  must  eitlier  remain  more 
tiiau  12  hours  m  Paris,  or  a  special  train  must  be  employed  from  Macon  to  St.  Michel, 
(he  fiuthest  point  to  which  the  railway  goe$. 

Witli  respect  to  the  arrangemente  fiw  the  conveyance  of  tljose  mails  between  St  Michel 
and  Susa,  at  which  the  railway  conitnpnces  on  the  Italiim  side  of  the  Alps,  M.  Vandal 
estimates  that  the  lowest  ex|ici)5e  wiiicli  it  would  be  necessary  to  incur  lur  this  pan  of  the 
•enrice  would  umount  to  450,000  francs,  or  about  18,000/.  per  annum  ;  and  this  is  uii  the 
aatttuptiun  that  the  whole  «ervice,  whether  on  the  French  or  the  ItaUan  territory,  i» 
performed  by  one  contnrator> 

In  giving  this  eatimate  M.  Vandal  points  out  that  it  will  be  requisite  that  this  departs 

mi  nt  shoiihl  repay  to  the  French  Post  Office  all  disbursements  which  the  transit  of  the 
Indian  mails  may  occasion  over  and  aLuve  those  now  incurred  in  the  carriage  of  the  mails 
by  the  route  of  Marseilles. 

The  Postmaater  QenemI  has  directed  me  to  transmit  with  this  letter  an  extract  of  ih;it 
part  of  I  he  communication  received  from  M.  Vandal,  which  coutains  the  estimate  before 
referred  to,  and  to  request  that  you  will  move  Earl  Russell  to  forward  it  to  Her  Majesty's 
Minister  at  Turin,  w.th  in-ti  uotiijiis  i  i  .i<<  l'1  l;)in  wlu'lher  tht:  Idillai;  CrH  t  rninent  can 
sugeeat  any  means  by  which  the  ti-ausit  of  the  mails  across  Mont  Ccnis  can  be  efficiently 
performed  at  a  lower  nte. 

I  aui  at  the  same  time  to  observe  that  the  Postmaster  Oeneial  ennnot  believe  that  Her 

Majesty's  Government  would  he  uillinir,  for  the  sake  of  thf>  utmost  acceleration  that  could 
be  obtained  by  the  u.se  oi  ilie  Aucoa<i  route,  to  bear  the  great  additional  expense  which  it 
now  appear:^  likely  that  the  change  would  occasion,  whilst  if  this  expense  he  not  inciinred, 
it  seems  doubtful  whether  any  acceleration  could  be  obtained. 

In  connderiai;  the  question  of  seodiog  the  Indian  maila  throuoh  Italy,  there  is  one  very 
important  fact  which  must  not  be  lost  sight  of,  and  that  is  tiiat  the  nilwaya  between 
Cuioz  end  St.  Michel,  between  Sosa  and  Turin,  and  between  Alessandria  and  Anconn, 

arc  single  lines  fJiily. 

Owing  to  this  circumstance  there  must  always  be  great  risk  of  delay,  and  the  Postmaster 
General  will  be  glad  if  Sir  James  Hudson  be  directed  to  ascertain  wliether  there  is  any 
intention  of  layinrr  down  a  second  litie  of  rails  on  the  xailroad*  mentioned,  and,  if  so, 

how  soon  this  la  likely  tu  be  done. 

I  have,  tic. 

£.  Uammond,  Esq.,  Foreign  Office.  (signed)  HUL 


No.  26. 

Sir  Rowland  Bill  to  M.  Vandal. 


(No.  597— N.) 

General  Post  Office,  London, 
Sir,  17JuIy]86S. 

1  AM  dirc(  ted  by  the  Postmaster  General  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  oC  your  letter  of 
the  dtli  instant  (&2,5'iu)  on  the  subject  of  the  contemplated  transmission  of  the  British 
Overland  Mails  to  and  from  India,  China,  and  Austfalia,  by  way  of  Anoona. 

In  aci verting  to  the  advantages  of  the  present  route,  by  way  of  Marseilles,  over  that 
vid  Ancona,  you  call  attentioa  to  the  fact  that  the  former  ofiers  throughout  its  extent 
a  double  line  of  rails,  without  any  break,  whSft  over  eeverel  portions  of  the  route 

bet-.veen  Macon  and  Ancona  the  line  is  only  a  single  one,  and  you  observe  that  the  speed 
maintained  on  the  Marseilles  route,  already  great,  may,  no  doubt,  be  ultimately 
augmented. 

With  reference  to  this  remark,  I  am  desired  by  his  Lordship  to  request  that  you  will  be 

good  enouj^h  tj  infonu  him  whether  there  is  nny  present  intention  of  iiu  reasinij  the  rate  of 
Speed  of  the  express  trains  between  Calais  and  Alaiseilles,  and,  if  .so,  to  what  extent. 

1  have,  ice. 

MoDsicttr  E.  Vandal,  &c.  &c  &C.,  (signed)      BotOcatd  MIL 

Paris. 


0,43.  X  X  3 


^    ..L  o  i.y  Google 


AF^&SVIX  TO  B&PORX  fROU  TU£ 


App.  Nov  1. 


Sineliim  GlotalB 


Bureao  delft  Corres- 
pondanee  Etrangere. 

AWa. — 'Vous  fitM 
priv  tie  rcppelcr«B 
iii.ii-.'e  de  rdtnitf- 
!  »i  ae,  lo  nam  4ll 
BunwB  d'oh  cat 
portifl  Lk  I*ttii».d> 
contre. 

MukIm  d«fl  tnini 
tntM  OaltM  «t 


No.  20. 

(No.  605,  JtttlleC  1860k— Tel.) 

M.  Vandal  to  Sir  Rotclavd  Hill. 

Moiiftienr,  Paris,  te  21  Jaill«t  18412. 

Pah  la  Icttie  que  vnus  m'avcz  fait  llK  niicur  <!c  m'eirire  le  17  Juillct  couratit,  vous  me 
demandez  ei  mon  Adniini>;trutioii  est  dan«  I'intcntion  de  liiire  accL-lerer  lu  utardie  des  trains 
Miire  Calais  et  Marseille. 

Jo  iiiVTn!>re8»e  de  vous  fkira  conDitUre  que  mon  Aduinisiration  ii'a  en  ce-moineQt  auem. 
projtit  a)  uiii  |>oar  hut  i'tco6l£mtion  do  tnmsport  des  depSches  entre  Catais  et  Maraeillc 

Agr6st|  MotniettTf  L*BiaiiraitC(;  ik-  nut  hautt  c»i  ^^ideiMtion. 

LeCon^eiller  d'Etat,  Directeui  Gener  il  dc- 


Sir  Rowland  Hill, 
Sectors  de  I'Offioe  G^oerale  de>  Fostes  4  Londres. 


Pontes. 

ii\  VandaL 


(No.  6S2— N.) 


No.  27. 

Sir  Rowland  Hill  to  Mr.  Layard,  m.p. 


Sir,  GaiMial  Post  Office,  2i  July  1B62. 

I  HATslaid  before  tbe  Postmasler  General  your  letter  of  the  14(h  instaut,  and'iis  enclo- 
avrcs, front  Sir  James  Hudsnii,  nnd  in  tlic  reply  to  llu:  iiu|iiliit  s  made  by  the  Italian  Govern- 
ment  tn  the  Despatch  dated  the  26th  uiltmo,  I  am  directed  tu  Biate  to  you,  for  tbe  iatbrmt- 
tion  of  Earl  RuMell,  that  the  pperial  trains  used  tn  France  for  the  conveyance  of  the  Indin 
and  .Austf  iliati  inrtil^,  arr  provided  entirely  at  thf  rnst  of  the  French  Post  Officp,  tind  that 
this  department  m  nnahlc  lo  adbrd  any  ndbrinaiiuti  with  ieferei.ee  to  tlie  conduiiiiis  under 
which  each  tmins  are  eniph>yed,  or  the  expense  incurred  in  using  them. 

As  regards  the  ininiirjr  tM  to  the  time  occupied  in  conveying  the  mails  from  Marseilles  to 
Calais,  and  vice  versa,  bis  Lordship  desires  me  to  stftte  that,  in  the  ordinary  course,  the 
•  Jiitvwiul  iii<;i!>  UK'  always  ciir  ic  ti  1  y  ilic  n  "^uhi  ii.ail  Main  leiivin.;  Calais  at  1.30  u.m.,  and 
the  tmie  occupied  in  the  jonrney  to  Alarsuiiit;*  is  29  hours.  On  ilie  iiomeward  jouiuey  the 
mails  leave  Mnrscdles  (if  in  time)  l  y  the  regular  mail  trains,  and  occupy  about  %t  hoUZB  ill 
tlif  jouD TV  to  Cal.iis.  If  iiiu  lute  for  the  n  y;iihir  ti-.iin,  u  (Special  train  is  uaedj  wheneycf  it 
can      fe:u.pluyed  v\itli  aU^uaU.ge,  to  ovei  luko  the  mad  tram. 

I  am,  &e. 

A.  U.  Layard,  lUq.,  n.f.,  &c.  &c.  (MfHied)      JZowliiatf  HUL 

Foreign  Office. 


No.  its. 

Mr.  Sammond  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Poat  Office. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  20  September  ISfii 

With  reference  tO  your  letter  of  the  16tb  of  July,  I  a|u  directed  by  Earl  Bussell  to 
transmit  to  you,  to  he  laid  before  tbe  Posmaster  Oeneral,  a  Despiitch  from  Her  Ma  jesty's 

IMidisti'i-  at  Ti  rill,  enclosing  the  ansvM^T  ^^lllc•ll  tie  has  li-i-Livid  tVoui  the  Italian  ( invcrnmeiit 
upon  the  question  of  the  trau6mi»sion  of  tiie  Indian  mails  vid  Ancona,  and  I  aiu  to  .request 
that  thes«  papers  may  be  returned  to  this  office  whep  done  with. 

I  am,  &c. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Geiioi at  Post  Oflico.  (signed)      JE.  Hammond, 


Enclosare  1,  in  No.  28. 

Sic  Jamtf  Wiom  fto  Bvi  Bm$tdL 

My  Lord,  Tarin.  5  September  18119. 

With  i  iTi  r  iicc  (o  your  Lordship's  Desiiatch,  No.  inn,  of  (lu-  27 st  July  last,  enclosini;  cony 
of  a  letter  trom  lltc  Cit^ncnd  Post  Odice,  poiniui^  out  ccrtatn  dithcnllics  wl  icb  stand  in  toe 
way  of  carrying  out  a  scheme  nhich  had  been  proposed  for  tbe  Innamisaioil  of  tbe  Indiaa 
mails  via  AiK  i>na,  I  have  the  honour  herewith  to  enclose  the  copy  of  a  note,  and  its  enclo- 
Buics  (with  tiai'flat'on  of  the  latter),  which  has  been  addressed  to  me  by  General  Durando, 
in  reply  to  a  note  of  mine  of  the  25th  of  July,  in  which  I  comnuinicated  to  his  Estcdlencj 
the  letter  from  the  General  Post  OtKce  above  referred  to. 

I  have,  &C. 

The  Earl  T^ussdl,  K.O.,  (Mgned)      J«me$  Mwbtn, 

&c.  &c.  Sec. 
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Mnn<(i«nr  le  Ministre,  Turin,  b  9ft  Aoftt  ItCi. 

Pau  ia  note  (Kmt  lu'enipi es«o  dfi  joindre  ici  uiie  copi*',  n.on  coll'^iu;  im  Di'partenient 
desTravaux  Publics  r^pond  anx  obsermtions  faites  par  la  Direction  des  Poste«  Aii^laiaerftur 
Ira  diAeoltjs  qb*»ti  reneAntrcrait  dun«  P^blkflement  d'nn  aervice  pour  le  tr!iii*port  d«  Ik 

malle  des  I'ldcs  snr  le  terriloiro  Ttalien  d'AticAne  h  Snep,  ei  A  travers  le  Mont  Cen  s,  obser- 
vations qui  truuveiit  leur  explication  daiib  les  ducunientsjuints  i,  votr<:  note  du  2&  Juiliet 
deinirr. 

De  cettc  r6pon»e  il  r^ulie  <}«•  oes  difficult^  ponrraient  bieo  6tr«  aplaniea,  moyenmnt 
dea  aooocdi  avee  fAdnuButratiim  des  Poitei  Fruii«;aii^cs  et  avi-c  celift  des  cKemips  de 
fer  FrHn9aii,  le  QonTemement  du  Roi  ilMoi  de  son  ooti6  diepM^  i  y  coocourir  de  bi«a 

b<>n  gre. 

Ei>  VOU8  )>nant,  Monnietir  le  Ministre,  de  conrnnmiqaer  la  dite  r^oiue  d«  moncotldKac  ft 

rAdiiiiiii^tiatiiiii  df-s  Poj)»»s  An'jlaise«,  j'at'ciHiiai  que  \ous  vouliez  bien  me  faiie  connaftre 
les  d>sposit)on.<«  que  cettt*  Adoiinistration  croira  prt-mlre  p^r  consequent  enr  ce  etijet. 

Je  saisis  eu  incnu;  temps  I'occasion, 
Pour  le  Miniatre, 

Sir  Jam«a  Hodaon.  (aign^)  Mdegari, 


Bnclorore  3,  in  Na  SS. 
(TraDslation.) 

CovY  of  a  Note  of  the  Hioiatry  of  Public  Worka,  dated  Slat  Angnat  1802. 

fiftnr 'the  Hepflrt  of  tbe  IKr»ctflr  Ge««ra1  of  the  Brittah  Po«t  Office,  comnHmicaited  to 

this  Minist^v  the  30tli  Julv,  tlu^  undf^ipiL'tiKl  Iia-;  olisiuved  Uiiit  many  seriiuis  obstadtk 
present  iheni5elvc8  to  the  proposed  conreyance  of  the  Indian  mail  t:i&  Aiicona,  oonmting 
fchtefly.  firstly,  in  the  enormous  expense  which,  from  the  calculations  of  ihe  Admini- 
8liaii<<n  <f  tlio  Ficiii  h  Pfisl,  the  tr.insit  over  M<  iint  C^Miis  woulii  occasion;  2ndly,  from 
there  being  only  one  diiet  t  tram  bttween  Turin  iiiid  Macon  ;  3idly,  from  the  absence  of  a 
doubJe  rail  on  the  (ine  of  Cdoa,  St  Michel,  Ttiria»  and  Suae,  aad  between  AleMCUndcia  and 
Ancoiw. 

The  tmdem^ned  hoa  pn«ured  the  moat  nraplc  infonnaiiiin  upon  the  eventual  coat  of  the 

transfer  of  the  liid.an  mail  betwtm  Su-u  and  St,  Michel;  anil  it  results,  ffoiu  (he  isti- 
natis  of  ilie  Fn  ncli  Pot4i  that  ibc  expense,  which  was  rated  at  45(i,0U0  francs,  has  been 
gre-atly  exa;:;j;t  ratt  <1,  for  it  ia  not  a  oueslion  of  organising  a  new  »ervice  of  iraosit,  for 
which  cert. inly  that  8um  wovld  not  nave  hem  exceaaive,  bat  of  merely  amplitying  the 
existin..'  one. 

The  AdminiMration  of  Conreyance  over  Mount  Cenis,  which  unites  with  the  two  brancbei 
of  the  Victor  kmmanuel  line  at  Turin,  of  Suea  and  St.  Mii  bel  lo  Cuioz,  i«  hound  to  pro- 
tide  t!to  needful  for  the  conveyance  of  an  indefinite  number  of  passengers  and  goods. 

Hn«f  w  r,  il  WHS  found  pi actirnble  to  niiikc  accurate  estin  atc*,  fnun  wliiili  it  icsu'tstbat 
the  tiuiifiport  of  the  liuiiait  mad  over  Mount  (  Vnis  may  be  confidently  rated  at  a  cost  rot 
exceeding  100, ooo  francs  per  annum. 

The  lact  that  only  one  direct  tnun  Int ween  Turin  and  iton  exists,  is  nndoubt  dly  a 
c.rawbacic  to  our  relations  with  Fiiiticc,  ami  which  for  some  time  p;iBi  h.is  been  matter  of 
regret;  but  assuredly,  on  lltc  Italian  side,  tliere  would  be  no  opposition  to  the  estabUahineiit 
of  two  direct  trains,  were  France  disposed  to  concur. 

The  third  diffirnlty  is  tlie  grrnieat,  as  it  arises  fi-om  the  want  of  a  double  line  between 
Culct  and  St.  MicJit  l,  bet^vecn  Ti  li  ai  il  Sus  •,  iind  between  AlLssandria  and  Ancona. 
But  that  didtculty  wt  uld  be  greaily  dimiiiislicd  t  y  the  cstublibhuieut  ol  a  ^econd  train  dirt  ct 
■between  Macon  and  Turin,  lor  these  trains  miulu  he,  as  a  ^tntrrel  rule,  use*!  for  the  trans- 
port of  the  Indian  mail  in  the  direction  of  >^usa  to  Ancona,  as  tlie  arrival  at  Sni-a  u  iglit  be 
regulated  at  fixed  homs.  In  the  contrary  dirt  ctim,  viz.,  (roni  Ancona  to  Susa,  when  the 
departure  would  d(  pcud  upon  the  iirrival  of  the  steainers,  ihc  need  of  Hpecial  trains  to  catch 
the  postal  train,  as  is  practised  in  Fiance,  would  frequently  occur.  Upon  (his  point  the 
*ltidian  railway  companies  interested  therein  are  entirely  disposed  to  provide  special  trains, 
upon  the  same  c  oinlitiDi.H  ;;s  they  are  now  supplied  b ,  tbe  Fienofi  railways.  It  must,  howeTer 
be  undeifltood  that  the  prices  csiablished  by  the  Italian  Administration  ol  Posts  lor  ibe 
tranM  4jf  the  Indian  mail  from  Ancona  to  the  French  frontier,  proposed  at  the  rate  of  30 
centimea  per  ounce  for  letters,  and  of  50  centimes  per  ki iouiutume  fur  book  post,  was  not 
to  conipri»e  the  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  Administration  to  incur  the  extraordinary 
expoiSL'  r)f  .specii\l  truiiiH,  nor  of  the  Iranspoit  over  Mi<unt  Cenis,  it  being  evident  that  BVeO 
'  would  not  be  sufficient  to  cover  even  the  cost  of  the  special  trains  alone. 
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No.  t.  By  the  notr  of  the  British  Lepalion,  with  the  accompanying  Ministerial  Despatch  of  the 
,  12th  iiibtaiit.  it  would  appear  that  the  actual  cost  of  special  trains  between  Calais  and 

Marseilles  is  mcurrpil  l)y  the  Adminislratiun  of  the  French  Post  Certain  unufficial  infor- 
mation, which  there  were  grounds  for  beliuvii^j  oorrecty  ied  to  tlie  belief  that  the  cost  was 
borne  by  the  BrHi«]i  GovemmeDt. 

However  it  may  be,  it  should  be  remarked  that  the  price  of  12.  for  30  grammes  weight 

of  letters  paid  by  Eii'^lanil  to  Frniscc  f(ir  the  transit  of  the  Indian  mail  over  French  tfrri- 
tory,  is  nearly  tour  tiiuts  as  much  as  we  oticred,  and  therefore  not  only  sufficient  to  com- 
pensate the  French  Administration  for  any  coat  inoorred  by  Che  transport  of  the  aaid  mail, 
but  also  to  leave  a  Iarf;e  profit. 

From  this  it  would  not  appear  that  the  ob^itacles  alluded  to  in  the  note  of  the  Directors  of 
the  British  Post  are  of  a  nature  to  abandon  the  project  of  the  transport  of  the  Indian  maJF- 
Aocoiw. 

Hw  CDdofliirea  in  the  note  from  the  Mtnittry  of  the  aotb  July     heiairith  ratomad. 

The  Minister, 
(signed)      Jo.  Depreti*. 


Na  29. 

(No.  BOS— 

Mr.  J',  mil  to  Mr.  Hammond, 

Sir,  General  Post  OfBce.  Ifi  Octo!)er  ia(12. 

I  HAV£  laid  bcfitre  the  Postmaster  General  your  letter  of  the  20th  ultimo,  enclosmi^  copy 
of  a  Despatch  from  Her  Majeaty's  Minister  at  Tniin,  forwarding  an  answer  which  he  ha* 
received  rrom  the  Italian  CroTerament,  upon  the  4)uestton  of  the  transmiseion  of  the  Indtao 

mails  via  Aucoaa. 

It  appears  from  the  report  now  furnished  by  thu  Minister  of  Public  Works,  dated  2l8t 
AnniiHl  itttii,  that  the  prices  fixed  by  the  Italian  Administration  of  Posts  in  the  Report  of 
the  28th  April  lasi,  for  the  transit  of  the  Indian  mails  from  Ancooa  to  the  French  frontier^ 
at  the  rate  of  80  centimes  per  nance  for  letters,  and  of  AO  centimes  per  kilograniine  fbt 
piii  ttH  J  aj^rs,  do  not  include  the  ezpenee  of  special  trains,  nor  tiie  transport  of  the  mails 
over  Mount  Cenis. 

The  interpre  tation,  liowever,  which  the  British  Poet  Office  put  on  the  report  referred  to, 
was  different  from  this,  it  being  stated  in  that  report  "that  the  postal  facilities  offered  ora 
not  the  only  advantages  which  the  King's  Government  i*  willing  to  concede ;  that  other 
considerations  are  necessary  to  ensure  the  preference  fur  the  Ancona  line,  snob  as  express 
trains  from  Ancrmu  to  tlict  French  frontier,  which  shall  start  from  each  extremity  imme- 
diately on  the  arrival  of  the  mails,  whih^t  for  the  passage  of  Mount  Cenls  superior  and 
exceptional  means  of  tntnsport  would  be  supplied." 

From  the  foreixoin','^  statement  it  was  fully  understood  that  the  sum  lor  which  the  Italian 
Government  i.od  ofl'ered  to  eonvey  tiie  mails  over  the  Italian  territory  would  include  all 
exjiensfTS  of  conveyance,  whether  by  expiess  trains  between  Ancona  and  the  French  frontier, 
or  by  the  exceptional  mc-uis  of  transport  over  Mount  Cenis ;  and  it  was  in  consequence  of 
this  understanding  that,  in  my  letter  to  you  of  the  (itii  June  last^  1  stated  that  the  terms 
offered  by  the  Italian  Government  were  quite  satisfactory  to  this  departmwit. 

If  the  vienr  originally  taken  by  this  department  as  to  the  offer  of  the  Italinn  Government 

•\va<;  erronptin<^,  the  whole  question  of  th'  t'unsif  rate  t  •  he  paid  for  the  Indian  mails  vid 
Ancona,  must  be  rc-opencd ;  and,  theretore,  betbre  proceeding  further  iu  tlie  matter,  the 
Postmaster  General  rc^quests  that  Earl  Uusscil  wid  have  the  goodness  to  instruct  her  Ma- 
jesty's MiniHter  at  Turin  to  communicate  the  above oUservations  to  the  Italian  Oovemment, 
and  if  that  Guvemment  stdl  thinks  the  railway  sufficiently  arlvanced  to  make  it  desirable 
at  the  present  s;n'^e  lo  pursue  the  nuitter  fnrtlier,  to  inquire  at  wl.at  rate  per  ounce  for 
letters,  and  per  kilogramme  ibr  piloted  papers,  it  would  undertake  the  entire  cost  and  re- 
sponsibility of  conreyinu;  the  mails  over  the  Italian  territory,  including  the  pa^isage  of 
^Irinm  tiisj  atld  (he  en  ploymenf,  whenever  necessary,  of  expicR<  titiins,  and  also  in 
what  number  of  liouii*  it  would  ^u.jrui  tee  the  complete  transit  to  and  from  the  French 
frontier. 

When  this  information  is  supplied  it  will  be  tieci'^sary,  betbre  coming  tO  a  dedsion,  to 
obtain  simitar  information  respecting  the  transit  through  France. 

1  am,^ 

E.  Hnmmond,  Esq.,  (signed)      F,  BtU. 

Foreign  Otiice. 

p,  5,^1  return,  as  nqoested,  the  endesnres  which  accompanied  your  letter. 
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Mi;  Bmmemi  to  Sir  JSovAhmI  HiAL 

lKr»  Foreiga  Office,  15  October  1863. 

'With  reference  tri  preriotM  correspondence  upon  the  subject  of  the  transmission  of  the 
Indian  mails  through  Italy,  I  am  directed  by  Lar]  Sussell  to  inclose  to  you,  fur  the  con- 
gidcrali<in  of  tlie  Postmaster  General,  a  copy  of  a  despatch  from  Her  Majesty's  Consul 
General  at  Naples,  recomineDding  tbat  an  Eoglisbmaii  sliould  be  appointed  vtce<«nD>ui  9f, 
Brindtst,  in  the  event  of  the  Indian  nwile  beini^  sent  by  that  post. 

I  am  also  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  oT  n  letter  which  has  been  receivt^d  from  the  India 
Office  upon  this  subject;  and  I  am  to  request  that  you  will  move  tiie  Postmaster  General 
10  inform  Lord  Bussell  of  the  deciakm  m  may  come  to  in  regard  to  the  poMage  of  die 
Indian  mail  through  Brindbi. 

I  am,  &c. 

Sir  1!owland  HiU,  K.O.B.  (signed)  £JSr<MiMomL 


Eneloflitre  1,  in  No.  30. 

(No.  M— Conintar.) 

Mr.  Bonham  to  Earl  Riuaell, 

My  Lord,  Naples,  22  September  1863. 

With  reference  to  my  despatch.  No.  52,  Consular,  of  lltb  September,  I  have  the  honour 
to  report  to  your  Lordship  that  great  progress  is  being  made  in  the  railway  along  the  coast 
the  Adriatie,  the  works  being,  I  am  assured,  in  a  forward  state  all  along  the  Une ;  it  is 

already  opened  to  Orfoiia,  in  the  Abiuzzi  Liierioie,  and  there  seems  reason  to  hope  that  it 
will  be  completed  and  o|iened  to  Foggia  by  the  beginning  of  December,  and  to  lirindisi, 
m  January  1864. 

The  postal  authorities  here  believe  that  as  soon  tliis  line  is  opened  the  Indian  mail 
will  be  sent  by  way  of  Biiiidisi  instead  of  bv  Marseilles;  whether  ihey  have  grounds  for 
this  licliel  1  uiii,  of  course,  unable  to  say ;  but  if  such  should  be  the  intention  ot  Tier  I^Iajesty's 
Government,  1  would  venture  to  submit  to  your  Lordship,  that  it  is  very  important  ihie  post 
of  Tice-consnl  at  Brindisi  should  be  oocopied  by  an  Englishman  instead  of^ by  n  nativ«^  as 
that  port  will  in  such  case  speedily  become  a  place  of  importanoe,  nnd  the  amount  of 
English  interests  large. 

The  projected  lines  from  hence  to  the  Adriatie  coast  arc,  unfonunately,  by  no  means  in 
so  forward  a  state ;  and  it  will,  I  fear,  be  some  years  befure  a  direct  communication  can  be 
completed  between  this  coast  and  the  Adriatic,  owing  to  the  great  ditHculty  of  crossing  the 
Appenines.. 

I  have,  &c. 

The  Earl  RastdJ,  (signed)      £.  W*  Bmdm. 

fte.  lie.  ice* 


Enclosure  2,  in  No.  30. 

Mr.  Baring,  k.p.,  to  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Afiiiirs. 

Sir,  India  Office,  S.W.,  10  October  1863. 

In  acknowleddng  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  dntcd  Snd  October  1863,  I  am  directed  by 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  in  Council,  to  convey  his  thanks  to  Earl  Russell  for  the 
accc»mpanying  copy  of  Mr.  Bonham's  letter  relative  to  the  probable  completion  of  the  rail- 
road to  Brin  l  fli,  and  to  state  that  it  rests  witli  Iler  Majesty's  Postmaster  Geiierul  to 
determine  whether,  on  the  opening  of  the  railway,  that  port  shall  be  made  use  of  for  the 
tMmit  of  the  Indian  mails. 

I  am,  tic. 

The  Under  Secretaiv  of  State,  (signed)       T.  G.  Baring. 

for  Foretga  AAdn. 


No.  31. 

Mr.  Barkf,  m.f.,  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Post  Office. 

Sir,  India  Ofik  t  ,  ?.W.,  lO  October  1863. 

With  reference  to  my  letter  dated  20th  December  1881,  1  am  directed  by  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  India  in  Council  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  Her  Majesty's  PosW 
master  Qeoeral,  that  be  has  learnt  from  a  despatch  of  Her  Majesty's  consul  ai  Naples^ 
that  the  railroad  to  Brindisi  will  probably  be  opened  in  January  1864,  and  he  requests  to 
be  informed  whetiier,  with  reference  to  the  importance  of  shortening  as  much  as  possible 
the  time  occupied  in  the  transit  of  the  mails  to  and  from  India,  it  is  the  intention  of  Lord 
SlaaHay  of  Alderley  to  make  tny  change  in  the  route  of  the  Indian  mails  Id  coneequenoe  of 
the  eilensioa  of  nilmty  eoaimimicatiou  to  the  south  east  ooaat  of  Italy, 

I  am.  Sec. 

The  Secretory,  General  Post  Office.  (signed)       T.  G.  Baring, 

0AM,  Uv 
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Mr.  JP.  BUt  to  Mr.  Amumid 

Sir,  General  Foit  Office,  16  October  18«t. 

With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  Hifh  Octobor  1062,  I  am  directed  by  tlie  P.-si master 
General  to  inquire  whether  Earl  Russell  lias  received  from  Her  Mdjebiy  n  uiiuister  at 
Turin,  any  further  rafornialion  respecting  llie  tertiia  on  which,  in  the  event  of  the  uiaili 
between  tliis  country  and  India  and  Austraha  belnj,  forwarded  via  Anc.)na  or  Rrindisi, 
the  Italiaa  Government  would  undertake  tl>e  tiutire  cost  and  responsibility  of  conveying 
those  nuittls  over  the  ItnllHl  territory,  including  the  passage  of  Mont  Ceiiis,  uml  tbe 
employment  whenever  neceHvy  of  express  traine;  a»  well  as  tUe  iufonueiioa  asked  lor  a« 
to  tlie  number  of  hours  hi  whioh  the  Italian  Gorernnaent  wwiM  guarantee  the  complete 
transit  ot  ihe  mails  to  and  from  the  French  (rontier. 

If  Lord  Bu&sell  has  uot  yet  received  a  reply  to  these  questions.  Lord  Stanley  of  Alderley 
will  be  §lad  if  his  Lordship  will  be  good  enough  to  tvvite  again  to  fler  Msjesty's  Minister 
at  "nirin  on  the  sulyect 

E.  Hammond,  Esq.,  Foreign  Office.  (signed)      F,  SUL 


No.  aa. 

Mr.  Hammond  to  Sir  Bawkmd  JSflL 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  16  October  1863. 

With  reference  to  previous  correspondence  upon  the  subject  of  the  trananussion  of  the 
Indian  Mails  through  Italy,  I  am  directed  by  Earl  Hussell  to  inelofle  to  yon,  for  the 
-        consideration  of  the  ro^tma^ter  GLiitrnI,  a  copy  of  a  dnsputch  fmtn  Ikr  Majesty's  Consul 
ffi;^^^  Geoeial  at  j^aples,  recommending  that  an  Englishman  should  be  appointed  vice-consul  at 
Briftdisi,  in  the  e?ent  of  the  Indian  mails  being  sent  by  that  port. 

I  air.  also  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  uf  a  leitrr  wliir'i  'in^  been  received  from  the  India 
Odico  iiputi  this  subject,  and  I  am  to  request  tiiat  you  will  move  the  Postmaster  General, 
to  inform  Lord  Russell  of  the  decision  he  may  come  to  in  regard  to  the  piM^  of  the 
Indian  Mail  through  Brindiai. 

I  am,  Ae. 

Sir  Rowland  Hi II,  K.e.s.  (signed)      S.  Bammeml. 

&C.   Ssx.  &c. 


Enclosure  1,  in  r^o.  SS. 

I 

(No.  56. —Consular.) 

Hr.  Btmham  to  Bad  BmuafL 

My  Lord,  Maples,  22  September  18 A3. 

With  rpfprencp  tn  my  De>pa*<*h  No.  52,  Consular,  of  l  Ith  Seijt'^mber,  1  h  ive  the  honour 
10  report  ta  your  Lordaliip  Uiat  great  progress  is  beaiir  made  in  ihe  raiKvay  along  the  t  oait 
of  the  Adriatic,  t\\c  works  being,  I  am  assured,  in  a  forward  state  all  along  the  une.  It  is 
already  opened  to  Ortoa««  in  the  Abruzzi  Literiore,  and  there  seems  reason  to  hope  thai  it 
will  be  completed  and  iipencMl  to  Foggia  by  the  beginning  of  December,  and  to  Brindid  in 
January  1804. 

The  postal  authorities  here  believe  thatHubuon  us  thiti  line  18  opened,  the  Indian  Mail  will 
be  sent  by  way  of  Brindisi  instead  of  by  Marseilles.  Whether  they  have  grounds  for  this 
belief,  I  am  of  course  ttnnbic  tn  say;  I'ut  if  sucli  .should  br  the  inteutiou  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  I  would  venture  to  submit  to  your  lo.'dslup  that  it  is  wry  important  the  post 
of  vice-consul  at  Brindisi  should  be  occupied  by  an  Englishman  instead  of  by  a  native,  as 
ttmt  port  will  in  such  case  speedily  become  a  place  <>f  importance,  and  the  amount  of 
Bn|;iiBh  interests  large. 

Th  projr't  led  liius  from  hence  to  the  Adriatic  coast  are  unfortunatclv  (>,  tim  means  in  so 
tbrwiird  a  state,  and  it  will,  I  fear,  be  some  yews  before  a  direct  communication  can  be 
completed  between  this  eoaet  and  the  Adriatic,  owin^  to  the  great  difficulty  of  crossing  tlm 
Apennioes. 

I  have,  &c. 

Tfio  r.url  Russell,  (signed)     E.  W,  Bonkum 

ita.   &u.  &C.  . 


Enclosure  2,  in  No.  S3. 
Mjt.  JBSeriiVi  Ji*v.,  to  ih«  Under  SearalMy  of  Stula  for 

Sir.  India  Office,  S.W.,  10  Oetoher  1868. 

In  acknowledginf*  the  receipt  of  your  letter  dated  2nd  October  1R63, 1  am  directed  by  the 
Seoietary  of  btaie  for  India  in  Councd  to  convey  his  thanks  to  Earl  Russell  for  the 
accompanying  copy  of  Mb  BoDhnnft  lener  nilafiTC  to  {he  probable  completion  of  the 

.  railroad 
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Nrilimd  to  BrinM,  tmd  to  ttate  that  It  wtt  with  Her  Majesty's  PootaMiler  Ooaenl  Id  App.  No.  i.  ' 
determine  whether,  on  the  opoMtBg  of  ibo  railway^,  that  |Nirt  shall  be  qm4o  aae  oC  for  dio  — ' 

transit  of  the  Indian  mails. 

I  am,  &c. 

Tho  Under  Secretary  of  State  («ignod)       T,  Bnin^i 

for  Foreign  Affairs. 


Mr.  F.  Hia  (o  Mr.  Bammond. 

Sir,  Genenil  Post  OfRci ,  21  October  inm. 

With  reference  to  your  It  tier  of  the  16th  inslaiii,  1  am  directed  by  the  Postmaster 
General  to  inform  you  that  hi;*  lordsliip  is  unable  to  come  to  a  decision  oo  the  qoesiion  of 
forwarding  the  Indian  nmils  through  Tt.ily,  until  hchiis  ascertained  the  comlititms  on  wiiich 
the  Italian  Govcrnoicnt  would  undertake  tiie  expense  and  ri'Spoiisibility  of  conveyiit.u  those 
nails  over  the  Italiaa  territoiy,  and  ihe  tnae  in  which  they  woold  guarantee  the  transit  of 
the  mails. 

In  ny  letter  of  the  lAtli  October  1862  T  requested  that  Earl  Rossell  woqM  be  irnod 

enoujih  to  obtain  infomiiitinn  on  these  prints  through  her  Majesty's  nwni  t  i  t  Turin,  and 
in  my  lelter  of  the  I6lh  mstunt,  1  renewed  the  request;  and  pending  the  receipt  of  such 
information,  Lord  Stanley  of  Alderiey  will  defer  making  a  dranitive  realty  to  the  qnevtaon 
asked  in  your  letter* 

£.  Hammond,  Kaq.,  («g0«d)       F,  MW. 

Foreign  Office. 


PTo.  35. 

Mr.  Mttommd  to  ibe  Secretary  to  the  Pout  OiMce. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  17  Febfufiry  1864. 

With  reference  to  your  letters  of  the  IQth  an<i  2l8t  of  OctoWr  last,  I  am  ciiief^ted  by 
Earl  Rupst  ll  to  tnnsmit  to  you  herewith,  for  the  information  of  Her  Majesty's  Postmaster 
General,  a  ctipy  ol  a  tUspalcb  from  Iler  Majesty's  minister  at  Turin,  forwaruing  the  reply 
of  the  Italian  Government  »s  to  the  U  u\,s  and  conditions  on  nhich  they  woulo  undertake 
to  Corwanl  tbro^gb  Italy  the  £ngUsh  mutU  fi>r  India  and  China. 

I  am,  &Ct 

The  Secretary  (i^od)       K  Bammond, 

to  tile  (yeotiral  Post  Office. 

F.S. — I  am  to  request  that  ibe  enclosures  in  Mr.  Elliot's  lettor,  which  are  sent  in  original, 
may  be  letnme^  to  thii  office  wlien  dona  with. 


Enclosure  I,  in  No.  36. 

(No.  as.) 

Tlie  Hon.  M,  Elliot  lo  Karl  RmOt. 

My  Lord,  Turin.  3  Februaty  lBa4b 

By  your  despatch  No.  9,  of  19th  October  leet,  your  lords'ifp  instructed  me  to  recall  the 

attention  of  the  Italian  Government  to  tlic  incjuiricb  which  h;id  alr^^ady  hcin  made  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government  respecting  the  terms  and  conditions  upon  which  they  would  be  dia- 
poeod  to  undertake  the  conveyanca  of  the  mails  between  England  and  Ittdia  and  China 

througl)  the  Italian  territory. 

I  have  LOW  received  from  the  Italian  Government  (he  note  of  which  I  have  the  honour 
to  enclose  a  copy,  ns  well  us  ;i  translation  of  its  enclosure,  in  reply  Co  these  iiiquirius, 

Yonr  lonlsbipwill  peroeive  from  these  docuoicnta  that  tbe  Italian  Government  is  willing  to 
•ndortake  the  conveyance  of  the  maite  from  St  Michel,  In  Savoy,  including  the  crossing  of 
Mont  Cenis,  at  the  followinf;  rates  : — 

To  Ancooa,  6U  centimes  per  oz.  of  3U  grammes  for  letters,  auti  per  ki>ugramme  fur 
printed  papers. 

To  Brindisi,  75  cents»  per  oi.  for  letters,  and  per  kilogramme  for  printed  papers 
if  Her  Majesty's  Government  are  disposed  to  make  use  of  Italian  steamers  tor  ihe  con- 
veyance of  the  leiters  to  Alexanfli  a.  this  Government  is  prepared  to  take  them  at  the  rnte 
of  40  cents»pcr  OI.  for  letters,^and  per  kilogramme  Ibr  printed  papers,  guaranteeing  a  speed 
of  10  knots  an  boor;  th*  proposed  charge  bom  Brindisi  being  apparently  the  same  as  that 
from  Ancona,  nobsilhstMMiog  tb«  consideraUy  shorter  distaom  of  thn  pans|;o  fimn  tho 
i>rm«r  part. 

the  latsa  above  given  are  upon  tiie  BnJtwianding  thai  Her  Mtflesty'a  GknwnnuM^ 
gnarshteor «  nuohoam  wekbt  of  664,000  oanees. 

Aecordimr  ta  tlw!  enelosad.  statonent  the  mail  could  be  ooBveyed  from  Iitodoo  by 
An c  r  a  to  Alnandria  in  170  honrsi  being  a  gain  >.f  i  s  honn  over  theMeiSflillBafeute,  au4 
:  0.481.    .  u  u  2  when 
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818  Amanax  to  bsfobt  raov  nam 

Af^  NOb  1.      wben  the  railway  at  present  under  construction  is  open  t<>  Brindisi,  the  time  Co  Alexandria 
—        from  Loodon  would  tbca  be  IM  boon,  making  a  tanng  of  81  boon  npoa  the  IfaneiUee 

line. 

I  have,  &c. 

The  Earl  Russell,  x.o.  (ngaed)        JU.  MlHot, 


50  centimes. 
75  < 


186  heums. 
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Enclosure    in  No.  3ft. 

M.  le  Ministre,  T^irin,  1  Flvrier  18M. 

Pah  un  orticc  en  date  du  23  Octobre  dernier  vous  avez  expri  j  '  m  nom  de  votrc 
Gouvemement  le  d^^ir  d'avoir  au  plut6t  une  r«ponse  k  la  demise  communication  de  votre 
honorable  pr^d6ces«ear  eoncemant  r^ventualtt^  du  passage  de  le  melle  dee  IndM  i  travem 
I'ltnlie,  notamraent  de  connaltre  n  quel  prix  par  once  du  leUre^i  et  pnr  kilogramme  d'iraprimes 
I'Administration  Ilalienne  se  cburgerait,  dansle  cas  prevu,  du  transport  a  tou'i  ses  (rais  de  la 
mdle  dee  Itdce  de  fl^  Michel  (^voie)  ii  Ancdne  et  viet  vend,  et  en  omnbien  d*hearee  le 
peteoofs  eatve  eee  deux  points  poarnit  s'^ectuMT. 

La  commnnicetion  8U6-meniionn£e  deSir  J.  Hudson  n'avwt  point  6ti  perdue  de  tqc,  luals 
le  DLpartruint  des  Travaux  Publics,  avail  pense  qu'il  6tait  pr6f€rable  de  remcttre  rexameii 
des  details  pratiques  de  la  question  au  moment  oil  I'^tat  d'avaticement  des  travaux  dn 
chemin  de  fer  du  littoral  Italien  de  I'Adrintique  permottrait  d'envisager  la  question  du  transit 
de  la  malle  des  Indes  par  \c  torritoire  ItuHen,  nnn  senlcmcnt  au  j  lirn  de  vue  du  transport 
de  !a  nsalle  ^  Aucoae,  luais  aussi  &  celui  du  transport  jusqu  u  Bnndisii,  coraine  port  d'em- 
berquemcnt. 

lift  conatruclion  du  dit  cbamin  dc  fer  a  fait  dans  I'lnterveUe  des  proijr^  repides ;  et 
rAdministration  deBTVaTaaxPabKcs,  de  qui  <l^pend  ensai  la  Direction 06offii«M  des  Postes,  est 

occupee  dC'^  lors  do  re'-ui'lllir  I'^s  don lu'cs  et  d'etabllr  les  calculs  ncce-isaires  pour  repondre 
dans  des  termett  positifs  aux  demandes  que  rapptUe  vutre  office  pr^cite.  Le  re^ultat  de 
oetle  information  se  trouve  Cotisigne  dans  une  note  que  j'ai  rhonneur  de  vous  adresser  sous 
ce  p!i  et  dout  le  contenii  iiic  parait  de  nature  ;\  satisl'iire  de  la  mauicre  la  plttS  OOnplite  los 
ddsirs  cxpriiiits  a  ce  ^!ujcl  paa-  I'admuii.stralioii  des  postes  Britanuiqucs. 

Vous  y  remarquerez,  M.  le  Ministre,  qu'cn  prenani  pour  base  le  poids  net  des  lettres  et 
imprimis  contcnus  dans  la  malle  des  indes,  tel  qu'il  a  6t6  indiqu6  par  la  direction  des  pvstes 
Britanniquei>,  rAdminiBtration  Itilienne  se  cfani^mit  de  lenr  transport  il  tons  see  finis,  de 
St.  IMicluI  a  Ancotie  ct  vice  versd,  au  prix  de  60  centime!?  p  ir  onco  (30  de  lettres  et 

par  kriogramme  d'itnprim^^ ;  de  St.  Michel  h  Brindisi  au  prix  de  73  centimes  par  once  des 
lettres  et  par  kilogramme  d'impriux^s. 

Vous  y  verrez  i^galeinent  qui,  suivHut  les  calculs  de  TAdministralion  Italienne,  le  tran?fport 
de  la  malle  des  Ijides  puurruit  s't-tiertuer,  sans  les  cas  dc  niauvais  temps  extraordinaires  ou 
d'accidcnts  iniprepus,  de  Londrcs  k  Alexandrie  d'Enypie  en  170  heures  par  la  voie  de 
Ancone,  et  en  164  heures  par  la  voie  de  Brindisi,  taiulis  que  le  mttae  trujet  exige  18$ 
lienres  par  la  voie  ectueile  de  Hoxedlle. 

Enfin,  vous  remarqnerez  aussi  dans  la  note  ci-jointe  que  dans  le  cas  oil  la  direction  des 
postts  Aofilaises  serait  dispos^e  a  se  servir  des  paquebots  Italiens  pour  le  tratiiiport  de  la 
■OftHedeerndeed'Anedne  on  de  Brindisi  a.  Alexandrie,  rAdministration  Italienne  se  chargemit 
encore  du  tiansport  maritime  au  prix  de  40  centimes  par  once  de  leitres  et  par  kilogramme 
dlmprimes,  en  gai'antissant  une  vitesse  moyeone  semestrielle  de  10  noeuds  par  heures. 


A  I'Honorable  Henry  Elliot^ 
Ac     &c.  tec 


Yeuillez  agreer,  Sec. 

(ugo£)       M.  Cerruti, 
Pour  le  Minislie* 


Enclosure  3,  in  ^o.  35. 

(IVaneletioo.) 

It  was  difficult  till  now  to  find  a  fitting  opportunity  of  forwnrdinrr  Her  Britannic  Majt  it  v's 
note  upon  the  transit  of  the  Indian  mail  over  Italian  territory,  without  previooaly  collecting 
all  the  reqniied  data  to  establish  a  startini^  point  for  negolielioQ  upon  a  metier  of  eoeh 

importance,  and  of  evidently  recij)rocal  advantage. 

These  were  not  to  be  olitaiaed  until  after  the  opening  of  the  Aucona  Susa  Line,  which, 
though  in  activity  for  some  time  past,  required  some  modification  for  the  subsequent  opciiins; 
of  the  Fo^a  Suse  Line,  and  for  the  opeBUig  of  the  important  Brindisi  Suisa  Line,  which 
win  soon  take  place. 

In  flu-  aforesaid  note  fif  the  British  Lc2;ation,  the  Enfrlish  Gt)vemment  expresses  a  wish 
to  know  precisely  the  price  which  it  would  have  to  pay  pci  ounce  for  despatches,  and  that 
per  kilo^mme  for  book-post  in  return  for  which  the  Italian  Government  would  assume  the 
responsibility  and  cost  of  transport  of  the  Indian  mail  over  Italian  territory,  inclusive  of  the 
Ccms  Road,  and  express  conveyance  whenever  ret^uired  ;  as  also  to  know  in  wliat  time  the 
transit  would  be  performed  and  guaranteed  to  the  I'rencli  frontier. 

Hot  to  dwell  upon  the  evident  advantage  which  the  Italian  route  presents  for  celerity,  it 
semeins  o.Ay  to  explain  the  node  and  ncaiw  bj  wUeii  the  trtmit  or  the  tame  oter  Iteltaa 
tnriloiy  can  be  effected* 

Admitting 
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&ELBCT  COHWTTBE  OK  EAST  INDIA  COmnilflCATIOKB.  819  ^' 

Admitting  tbe  ffrcwi  weiglit  of  the  Indian  mnii  adduced  from  the  offietal  data  of  the  Ajfp*  No.  I. 

English  post  (marked  A.)  not  to  rxrccd  tlircc  ton"  prr  joiirney,  and  that  only  in  cases  of  ■  ■ 

conveyance  ot  tUe  Australian  mail,  this  weight  would  amount  to  six  long,  i  be  Italian 
Government  is  of  opinion  that  it  miglit  guarantee  the  transport  Prom  St»  Mkhel  to  Susa  in 
•even  houn'  time,  ezc<q;>ting  io  the  event  of  bed  weather  and  extraordinary  sjid  exceptional 
aeddents.  Whenever,  tbenlbre,  the  Brttieh  Government  eball  obtain  from  the  French 
Govcniincrit  that  the  omnibus  train  which  leaves  Culoz  at  0'35  a.m.,  and  which  Is  in  cor- 
ret^pondence  nith  the  trains  which  leave  Pans  at  8  p.m.  of  the  preceding:  day,  shaii  be 
required  to  arrive  at  St.  Michel  at  IS'SS  p.n.,  instead  of  1'35  p.m.  easily  to  be  accomplished, 
as  the  dietance  is  o  ilv  ll.'i  kilometres,  a  very  ndvanta^^f-ous  combination  wouh!  he  nlifained, 
nliereliy  tlie  Indian  mail  tnight,  for  instance,  ha  desjjalcbed  from  London  in  tlic  mori:ii)g  of 
the  4th,  would  arrive  at  St.  Michel  on  the  5tb,  at  12'35  p.m.  ;  at  Ancona,  the  c>\h,  at  iiooo; 
and  at  Alexandria  on  the  llih,  at  7  a.m.;  thus  not  emubyine  more  thau  170  hours  between 
Loodoo  and  Alexandria,  whereas  vid  Marseille^  not  leas  than  186  hour*  are  le^uired,  as 
Aoim  in  the  accompftnying  Table: 


Vii  KASSaiLLBft. 

Vit  A9C0KA. 

STATION. 

Iloan. 

STATION. 

Day*. 

H(Min. 

JtafwrMM  Am  lioindaa 
AwinUtt  AfriiBiMa  .     -  - 

9  Fib. 
11  » 

7ajB. 
Maooo. 

Dipiirtare  from  London 

„      „  P«ri» 
Arrival  at  HLMieMI-      -  - 
DrpwtaM  fimt  tt.  Ilidid - 
.'irnvil  SOM      •      •      >  . 
Dc^pMtnre  from  Som  -     -  - 

Arrival  Anootin  .       -       .  - 
Departure  from  Aoooda     •  - 

4  Feb. 

•  n 
J  » 

a  " 

n  " 

7-  30  a.m. 
8  p.m. 

12-30 
10 
80 

8- 30 

ISaoM. 

S  IMO. 

10  a.m. 

Total  -  -  - 

Ufthoon. 

Total  -  .  - 

170  boan. 

In  llie  diiec'ion  from  Ancon.i  to  Sasa,  express  tntiiH  ate  required  for  the  transport  of  the 
mail  every  journey,  as  there  is  now  only  one  tiain  which  leaves  Aacona  in  direct  correspondence 
with  that  which  leaves  St.  Michel  tor  Paiis  at  12*95  p.ni.  In  the  snppoaiikm  that  the  Indian 
mail  from  Alexandria  be  despatched  on  the  4th,  it  would  arrive  at  Ancona  on  the  9th,  about 

7  a. HI.,  and  be  forwarded  by  a  special  tiain  not  hitrr  than  12  noon,  to  arrive  at  St.  Michel 
on  the  loth,  at  11  a.m.,  leaving  by  the  expre.'is  tram  at  1*2'3.>,  to  arrive  on  the  moniiitg  of 
the  Ilth  m  Paris,  and  in  London  on  the  evening  of  the  name  day,  whereas  vid  Mari^eilles,  it 
would  not  arrive  before  the  morning  of  thf  l'2th,  as  w  ill  he  seen  in  the  f  .IlouIngTaLlc,  which 
shows  thatm  the  route  troni  Auconato  London  tiie  Italian  way  <il»o  uUersa  decided  advuu« 
lageover  that  of  Marsaiilea, 


Vm  KABSSILLBS. 

va  A3  con X, 

STATIOdlS. 

INigri. 

Honrs. 

ST  AXIOMS. 

JDajn. 

• 

41*. 

])«putiir»  ftvB  AkaeuMa 

_ 

4  Feb. 

12  BOM. 

10p.B. 

.^rriral  Anconi        •  • 

9 

7  a.ni. 

„    l^c.  Michel 

10  , 

11  ., 

0    Fkvlv    •     •  • 

• 

11  m 

<>30 

K  Puis    •     .  - 

11  M 

6 

(>'45  a.m. 

11  » 

6'45  p.m. 

'gUtAt  -   -  - 

Wbowa. 

Total  •  -  - 

174h«liM. 

The  advantaf^e  to  the  British  Government  thus  proved  in  regard  to  celerity  for  liie  Indian 
mail  vid  Italy,  it  now  remains,  in  accordance  with  lit  request  of  the  Eo^ish  GovenUMHlly  tO 
esiabltsh  a  rate  of  charge  (or  ever^  ounce  of  despatches. 

Taken  Ibr  granted  that  the  weight  of  letters  and  hook-poRt  contained  in  the  mails  to  aitd 
fiom  India  averages,  as  stated  by  the  Eni^lish  post  office  (reference  B),  10,344  kitotn  luvi  es 
of  despatches  per  annum,  equal  to  664,300  ouitces  and  1U8,U00  kilogrammes  book-post,  tha 
rate  for  transit  which  the  British  Government  should  pay  to  the  Italian  Government  should 
not  be  Jess  than  56  centimes  for  every  ounce  of  despatehes  (80  grains),  nor  kss  than  60 
centimes  per  kilogramme  for  book-post. 

Hitherto  we  have  treated  upon  hypothesis  that  the  transport  hoth  to  and  from  India 
should  be  by  Italian  steamers ;  but  as  we  have  said  above,  the  land  transit  will  eventually  be 
na  far  as  Brmdisi,  audit  beMnMS  necessary  to  give  oar  attentian  to  tbb  eirenmslance, wbidk 
will  ensure  an  inoontMlahile  pmfcMHiee  for  the  Italian  transport  of  the  Indiaa  n»il. 

0.43.  U  C  3  We 
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ATPXarSIX  TO  bspost  fbov  ths 


Affp.  No.  1.     We  have  said  that  the  mail  lU'siialdied  from  London  on  the  mornii^  of  Uio  4lh,  woild 

  reach  Ancona  at  noon  ou  ibe  Otb. 

If  we  Mtfaetitnte  the  port  of  Brindisi,  ilie  nail  anriTing  at  Aneona  at  noon,  and  •tartinf^  at 
12*30,  would  reach  Brindisi  at  4  a.m.  of  tli«  7tb. 

The  steamer  mouU  leave  BriudiM  about  7  a>m.,  and  reai:h  Alexaadna  on  the  10th  at 
5  {MD.,  the  di>itaiiee  from  BiindUi  to  AteiMutria  being  only  BSA  manne  mike,  and  hanee  not 
mure  titan  82  houra  tea  woyiffs, 

Bv  the  following  itinerary*  it  would  reault  that  the  tiaoajjort  from  London  to  Alexandria 
would  not  take  more  than  154  houra,  and  we  may  here  €b»erv8  thal^  when  the  line  is  pro« 
vided  with  a  double  rail,  a  greater  speed  may  be  obtMoed : 


SlATIOV. 


Dapartar*  from  London 
ArrlTal  at  Brindiii 

Dvpartoro  from  BriDdiol 

Arrival  at  Alexaodria  - 


Dajti 


TOTA^ 


4 

7'SO  ajn. 

7 

9  n 

7 

7  „ 

10 

5  » 

104  hdoia. 

But  even  with  the  accomplishment  nf  the  Brindisi  Line  to  St  Michel,  the  snme  necessity 
t  &ibtjj  uf  trains  extraordinary  oii  tlie  arrival  of  every  Indian  mail,  which  mvulvcs  an  increase 
of  expenditure,  and  obhges  the  Italian  Gt>vemment  to  increase  the  rute  of  transit  for  (he 
British  Government  of  from  60  to  76  ceiittiuea  for  every  ounce  of  dMpatchea,  and  for  every 
kilogramme  of  book-post 

In  Kwrnning  np  what  has  been  stated  a«  the  baats  upon  which  the  Italian  Government 
wo4dd  be  dtapoeed  to  treat  with  the  Britiah  Government,  we  have  the  following  Msalte : 

1>t.  The  Italian  Govcmmcnt  would  assume  the  chaitre  mi  l  rt  sixiimibllify  of  conve^'ing 
tlie  Indian  mail  froui  St.  Michel  to  Aiicoua,  and  vice  versa,  within  24  hours,  and  from 
St  Mieiiel  to  Bdmlisi  in  40  bonrs»  aave  and  except  in  bad  weather  or  ca»ualtiea. 

2nd.  The  Italian  Government  also  undertakes  all  t  \i>enditiire  required  to  ensure  the 
transport  of  the  Indian  mail  between  Si.  Michel  and  Ancona  or  Brindisi;  and  in  re  tors 
the  British  Government  will  reimburse  the  Italian  Govemmeni,  as  follows: 

(a.)  Fmr  the  traneport  of  the  Indian  mail,  via  St  Michel  and  Ancona,  o<j  centimes  per 
ounce  of  despatches  (80  grains)*  AO  oentimea  for  book-post 

{b.)  For  th(  tRms|.ort  of  the  Indian  mail,  between  S;.  Mic  hd  and  Briodkif  75  centimes 
per  ouncQ  for  cltspatihcs,  :uul  75  centimes  per  kilogramme  tot  huok-post. 

The^e  charges  hiivc  been  uiti'il  at  ihc  minimum,  upon  tlie  basis  that  the  net  weight  of  the 
eoTvespondence  contained  in  the  IiHlitin  mail  for  one  month,  and  that  the  Britisn  0<>vera- 
ment  will  gunianteo  such  weight  at  the  lowes:,  for  if  less  than  flf?,100  ounces  of  despatches 
the  Italian  Government  would  not  be  icimbur:»(  d  for  the  actual  outlay  ii  would  have  to 
incur. 

It  is  advi^ab]e  to  slu  w  that,  as  the  Italian  Government  upon  this  important  qm  siion  is 
iar  firom  £|.eculating  upun  the  transit  over  its  territory,  a  clause  might  be  inserted  in  the 
condiiions  whereby  the  rights  of  transit  should  be  snbject  to  revisal  after  a  period  of  two 

years  ;  an  '  if  the  requirement  >  f  expiess  trains  was  not  «o  frequentj  and  which  is  now  the 

main  outlay,  a  reduction  might  b<j  prac  (km  Ic. 

If,  however,  ihe  British  Government  wt  re  not  op{K>i>e(i  tu  availing  itself  of  the  Italian 
steamers  tor  the  trat)8|>ort  of  the  Indian  mail  between  the  ports  of  Ancona  or  Briadisif  and 
that  ot  Alezant  ria,  the  Italian  Government  would  also  undertake  the  maritime  conveyance 
lowering  the  price  to  40  centimes  per  ounce  of  dMpatcbes,  and  to  40  centimes  per  Itilo- 
gramme  of  book-post,  and  wouU  gnanntee  a  medmn  speed  in  sis  months  of  ttn  knots 
per  hour. 

Should  the  above-stated  basis  be  found  by  the  British  Government  favourable  to  an 
nndefStnnding  upon  the  matter  the  Italian  Government  would  hope  to  avail  itself  of  the 
opportunity  f  t  n  visicg  the  postal  com','»  ntimi  with  Great  Britain,  of  the  12th  December 
1857*  and  obtiiuing  a  reciprocity  of  advantages  in  the  rrduction  of  the  rates  now  paid  for 
the  transport  of  despatches  by  ue  Brttish  tranaatlantie  steamer. 

Jannsfy  1864. 
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EoeiMUffe  4,  in  No.  SB. 
Itikbbary  of  the  Indian  Mail  betvraen  London  and  Akiaiulria,  and  viee 
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vu  marseili.es. 

VH  AKCONA. 

Ktf  BSIKDISL 

Days. 

Hoan. 

ntmons. 

.. 

Dajra. 

Hoiin. 

wtkrwxm. 

Hoan. 

Dtfolin  ftwi  Lmdion  • 
„    „  HwmOIm 
AiiItaI  Alfizsodjia 

3FM>. 
5  „ 
11  f. 

7*30  p.ni. 
ISnooo. 

Doparton  from  London 

„    „    I'aria  - 
Arrival  St.  Miohd 

llqi'irtMR'  St.  Micbtl  - 
Arnvjl  Susa 
I)i  [larturf  Sil«.1  - 
ArriruJ  Ancoiid  - 

A  nival  Al«XiUt(tria 

i  Feb. 

t : 

6 

6  „ 
11 

7-30a.ro. 

6  p.m. 
12  -30  „ 

I  .. 

»  ., 

8  -30  „ 
12  noon, 

3  p  m. 
10  a.m. 

OeiMrturc  from  London 
Arrival  Brindisi  • 

Arrival  Alexaadiia 

4  Feb. 
7  .. 

7 

10  « 

7-30  Mb 
3  m 

7  r 

3  p-m. 

TOTAf.  -    -  . 

Tbtai.  -  -  - 

170  iMIUBh 

Total 

132^  hmn. 

HOMEWARD. 


VM  HASSBIILBS. 

FM  ANCONA. 

VUt  BRIWDISL 

STATIUN& 

Uoura. 

STATIONS. 

Dale. 

Hours. 

iir.iTlUNS.        j  Date. 

Uoan. 

ttipMtm  Alexudrk  • 

4  Feb. 

Mboob. 

Departure  Alcxmdri*  - 

Depattan  AknBdria  -  I  4  Feb. 

12  am. 

AniiilllaiMiBn-  • 

1«  n 

10  p.m. 

Arrival  Aneona  • 

9  ., 

7  a.m. 

Arrival  Brindiji  -      -      7  „ 

10p.B. 

11  ,. 

6-30,, 

„     St.  HicM 

M     StMicbel      •     9  „ 

n%jm. 

»   Loadoa    -  - 

12  » 

6*15 

Pari* 

„     Paris     -      -  :  10 

6  „ 

„     London  - 

n  » 

5-45  „ 

„    Londoo  -      -    10  „ 

5'4S  p.m. 

TOTAI.  -    -  - 

187  hoan. 

Total  -   .  - 

174  hoars. 

Total  -  -  - 

ISO  bouf. 

Endotnre  5,  in  N^o.  85. 

A^— Statskbrt  of  dM  STenge  Number  of  BoiMdesputolicJ  by  ench  of  tho  four  Hontlily  Mail*  vU 

France,  to  find  from  India,  China,  ssmi  4iif(ralia. 

Approzimato  weight  of  each  Box,  its  ooutent^,  and  oabic»l  measurement  of  caob  Mail. 

FOR  INDIA. 


NnnWvof  Baaci. 

OrawWai^CukHBllf« 

aniMt. 

Tons. 

cat. 

qrg. 

lit. 

English  feet. 

8rd      ol  avny  monA  - 

89    .      •      -  - 

S 

8 

a 

178 

loth       „         „  ' 

J2    -       -       -  - 

2 

2 

1 

184 

18th       „  „ 

87    -      •      -  - 

3 

1 

3 

20 

174 

setli      w  „ 

288    .      «      .  « 

6 

4 

3 

9 

«90 

FOR  LONDON. 


MaiU  on  ArriTal. 


Grow  Weight,  Cubical  Measurement. 
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S9S  APPBNDIX  TO  BBPOBT  VBOK  THB 

The  Poitmuter  6«iwrtl  to  ih«  Tnwufy. 

My  Lords.  General  Post  Office,  9  March  1864. 

Ths  complettoa  of  the  Italian  Bailwav  betwaeo  Turin  and  Anoona  hat  opened  up  a 
eontinaoiu  and  ttnintermpted  line  of  railway,  with  the  exception  of  the  break  at  Hont 

Cenis,  l)etween  Calais  and  Aiicona,  and  the  Italian  Govei  nmeat  have  made  overture*,  t1i rough 
Ilcr  Majesty's  minister  at  Turin,  for  the  conveyance  by  the  route  i*f  Ancuua  of  the  Indian 
and  Aiistrahan  mails  which  are  now  forwaided  i»4  Maraeillea. 

Being  iiupressid  wllli  the  importance  of  shortening,  to  the  utmost  possible  extent,  the 
time  occupied  in  the  trauait  ui'  liie»e  luails,  1  requested  Earl  Rusaell  to  ublaiu  hom  the 
Italian  Government  the  fullest  information  as  to  the  facilities  they  were  prepared  to  afford 
for  the  carriage  of  the  maiU  between  the  Italian  frontier  of  France  and  the  port  of  Ancuna» 
and  as  to  the  terms  npoa  wlueh  they  wonld  undertaka  the  entim  eoat  and  MspoosibiliW  of 
conveying  the  mails  over  the  Italian  territory,  including  the  pSMAge  of  Uont  GeoiSy  awl  the 
employment,  whenever  necessary,  of  special  trains. 

I  also  reouesied  that  the  Italian  Goremownt  night  be  asked  to  state  the  number  of 
hours  in  which  th^  would  gnarantee  the  complete  transit  of  the  mails  to  and  fiom  the 
French  frontier. 

From  the  reply  which  I  h  ivi^  now  received  (a  copy  •  of  which  I  enclose)  it  appears  ttiat 
the  ntmoat  gain  that  could  be  effected  at  present  in  the  transit  of  the  mails  by  the  route  of 
Ancivna  orerthat  uf  Marseilles,  wonld  nut  be  more  than  16  hours,  and  that  even  this  grain 

would  be  in  part  dependent  on  the  acceleration  Iiy  the  French  Government  of  an  omnibus 
train  which  leaves  Culoz  for  St.  Michel  in  correspundence  with  the  niglit  mail  train  from 
Pans. 

A  fuifhi-r  extension  of  tli^'  Italian  railway  to  Biindi-i  is  now  in  progress,  and,  I  under- 
stand, will  6U0U  be  open,  wlieu  a  h.aaig  of  3  1  lioursj,  as  compared  with  the  time  occupied 
by  the  Marseilles  route,  may,  ii  is  stated,  be  eliected  ;  and  under  these  circumstancea,  1  an 
of  opinion  that  it  is  not  durable  at  present  to  disturb  the  amogements  for  tlie  conveyance 
of  the  Indian  and  Australian  mails;  nut  that  it  will  be  better  to  oontinae  Ihdr  transuasicn 

by  the  route  of  Marseille^  until  ilie  railway  from  Turin  to  Brittdisi  is  complete  and  open  Ibf 
public  traffic,  when  the  subject  can  be  again  cou«idered. 

If  you  Lordships  concnr  ttt  this  view,  I  will  inform  Earl  Russell,  and  also  Sir  Ghailes  . 
Wood,  with  whom  I  have  been  fai  communication  on  the  subject  of  the  decision  come  to. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)       atan/et/  of  Aiderley, 


No.  87. 

(8846—11—3.) 

Mr.  F.  Feel,  m.p.,  to  the  Postmaster-General. 

My  Lard,  Treasury  Chambers,  12  March  1864. 

T  AM  directed  by  the  Lords  Gommissionert  of  Her  Majesty's  Tiensury  to  acquaint  yon 
that  my  Lords  have  had  before  them  your  liordshin's  letter  uf  the  9th  instant  reprasmting 
that  the  Italian  Government  have  maoe  overtures  tnrouzh  Her  Majesty's  Minister  at  Turin 
for  tlif  convcyanrc  by  the  route  of  Ancona  of  the  Indian  and  Austialian  mails  which  are 
now  forwarded  vii  Marseilles.   I  am  to  state  that  my  Lords  concur  with  your  Lordship  in 

2 Anion  that  it  is  not  desirable  at  present  to  disturb  the  arrangement  for  the  conveyance  of 
e  Vidian  and  Austialian  mails,  but  that  it  will  be  better  lo  continue  their  transmission  by 
the  route  of  Marseilles  untd  the  railway  from  Turin  to  Brindisi  is  cumplete  and  open  for 
jmblie  traffioy  when  the  subject  can  be  agoin  considered. 

I  am  tu  request  that  your  Lordship  will  inform  £arl  Rnsseil  and  Sir  Charles  Wood  of 
this  decision  as  proposed. 

I  am,  &c. 
(signed)      F.  PeeL 


Now  88. 

Mr.  F,  BiUtp  Mr.  JEbmmMl, 

Sir,  General  Post  Office,  18  March  10G4. 

Tnn  Postmaster  General  has  bad  befure  him  your  letter  of  the  17th  ultimo,  in  which  ^ou 
tiansmitted  a  copy  of  a  despatch  from  Her  Majesty's  Minister  at  Turin,  commnnicatmg 
the  reply  of  the  Italian  rtovcrnment  as  to  the  terms  and  conditions  on  which  they  WOttla 
undertake  to  forward  througii  luily  the  Euglifih  mails  fur  India  and  China. 

It  appears,  from  Mr.  Elliot's  despatch,  that  the  utmost  gain  that  could  be  effected  at 
present  m  the  transit  of  the  mails  by  the  route  of  Ancoaa  ofer  that  of  Manieilles,  would 

not 
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sot  be  more  timn  16  hoan,  and  that  eren  this  ^ain  would  be  in  part  dependent  on  the  «eo»>  App.  No*  a, 

leration  by  tlie  French  Government  oC  an  uminbus  tmin  which  leaver  Culoz  for  St,  Michael 
incorrespoadence  with  the  ni^htmail  tram  from  t  aris.  A  further  extension  of  the  Italian  Rail- 
mcf  to  Biindiii  n  now  in  progreM^  and  it  is  understood  will  soon  be  open,  when  a  saring  of 
81  hnura  as  compared  witn  ttM  time  occajpied  by  the  Maraeiliea  route,  may,  it  la  stated,  be 

eti'ected. 

The  Postmaster  General  has  brought  the  whole  subject  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Lords  of  the  Treasury,  and,  with  their  concurrence,  be  Ms  decided  not  to  disturb  the  present 
arrangement  for  the  conveyance  of  the  Indian  and  Australian  mails,  bat  to  continue  tbeir 
transiiiissioii  by  the  rout*-  oi  Murseilles  until  the  liiil.'.ay  fumi  Turin  lo  Brindisi  IS CfUnpletB 
and  open  for  public  trai&c,  when  the  subject  can  be  a^n  considered. 

Eari  Raiaell  will  no  donbt  ooroniUDicate  tltit  deduon  to  the  Italian  OoTerament. 

B.  Hammond,  Esq.,  I  am,  &c. 

Foreign  Office.  (signed)      F,  £BIL 


No.  39. 

Mr.     HiU  to  Mr,  Barmg,  u.v. 

Sir,  General  Post  Office.  16  March  1864. 

The  Postmaster  General  duly  had  before  him  your  letter  of  the  10th  October  last,  in 
which,  by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  Stiite  for  India  in  Council,  yon  inquired  whether  it 
was  his  Lordship's  intention  to  make  any  change  in  the  route  of  the  ladiait  mails,  in  cunse- 
quence  of  the  extension  of  railway  communication  to  the  South  Eastern  coast  of  Italy. 

Before  replying  to  that  letter,  Lord  Stanley  of  Aldertey  thought  it  desirable  to  obtain  from 
the  Italian  Goremoient  information  as  to  tbt  terma  on  wbicli  tbey  would  undertake  to 
convey  tlie  Indian  mail.-'  ihrnugh  Italy,  and  tiie  number  oT  honrs  in  which  they  wmid 
guarantee  the  complete  transit  of  those  mails. 

The  information  asked  for  has  just  been  received  through  the  Foreign  Office,  and  it 
appears  ihat  the  titmost  y;ain  that  could  be  effected  in  the  transit  of  ihe  Inclian  mails  hy  the 
route  of  Ancoua  o\ei  tixut  of  Marseilles  would  not  be  more  than  l.j  li  )urs,  and  that  even 
this  gain  would  be  in  part  dependent  on  tlie  acceleration  by  ihe  French  Government  of  an 
omnibus  train,  which  leaves  Coioz  for  St.  Midiael  iu  correnpondence  with  the  night  mail 
train  from  Paris.  A  fhrdier  eztemion  of  the  Italian  Bailway  to  Brindiai  ia  now  in  prop  ess, 
and,  it  i^;  uiiderBtood,  will  soon  be  open,  when  a  savin<;  nt  31  hours  as  compared  with  the 
time  occupied  by  the  Marseilles  route  may,  it  is  stated,  be  effected. 

Under  these  circumstancei^  the  I'ustmaster  Qeoerai  has  brought  the  whole  subject  under 
the  consider  t  i.  of  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  and,  with  their  concurrence,  he  has  decided 
not  to  disturb  liit;  pieseut  arrangement  for  the  conveyance  of  the  Indian  and  Australian 
mails,  but  to  continue  their  trani>mission  by  the  route  of  Marseilles  until  the  railway  from 
Turin  to  Biindisi  ia  complete  and  open  for  public  traffic,  when  the  subject  can  be  again 
coDHdcFed* 

I  am,  Sec, 

T«  G.  Baring,  Esq.,  ai.p.,  (s^ned)      F,  HUL 

&c.  gcc. 
India  Office. 


No.  40. 

Mr.  Hammond  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Post  Office. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  23  November  1864. 

Wrra  reference  to  previous  correspondence  upon  tiie  subject  of  the  proposal  for  the 
conveyance  through  Italy  of  the  Indian  mails,  I  am  directed  by  EnrI  Rnssell  to  transmit 
to  you  for  the  oonsidcration  of  the  Postmaster  General  u  copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Her 
Majesty's  Miniatar  at  Ttarin  upon  the  same  sobjaeL 

I  am,  ftc 

The  Secretary  to  the  General  Post  Offieei  (s'gucd)  Aramaiid 


Enclosure  in  No.  40. 

(No.  tt9.) 

The  Honourable  H.  Eltiot  to  Earl  Jtuisell. 

Mv  Lord,  Turin,  2  November  1864. 

M.  J  ACINI,  the  Mtttist«r  of  Poblie  Works,  expresses  modi  anxiety  to  know  whether 
Her  Majesty's  Oovernnient  would  now  be  disposed  to  resume  the  Contideiation  of  the 
Italian  route  lor  the  mailh  between  Great  Britain  and  India. 

He  says  that  the  Works  of  the  railioad  as  far  as  Brnidbi  arc  so  nearly  finished,  that 
their  completion  can  now  be  foreseen  with  tolerable  accnrney,  hut  that  if  they  are  to  be 
calculated  for  the  passage  of  an  expresn  train,  such  as  that  which  should  convey  the  Indian 
mail,  it  would  be  necessary  to  mnkc  certain  preptrationsy  for  wlueh  it  woolo  be  a  oonv^ 
nience  for  him  to  have  sufficient  notice. 

I  said  I  would  readily  make  known  his  wishes  to  Her  Majesty's  Government,  but  it 

Xx  appeared 
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AiB»>yo>  t*  aypoigd  to  ia»ihnt  it  w«tt1d  b9 mom>  c<^nvenient  if  the  Iialian  GoTeroaient  would  expraM 
in  writtnji  their  wish  that  (he  f|ncstion  shnnld  be  fon-idered,  fttatiog  preeiaely  Ulfrpeitod  ll 
which  they  codd  undertake  to  vouiincaoe  the  service. 

I  did  not  undpfftand  M.  Jacim  to  piooos*'  nny  cium -e  in  the  condition*  which  wert 
forwardoil  to  yo.ir  lx>r»ls>hip  in  my  Despiitcbj  Wo.  32,  «t  the  8d,  of  FeUnary  lM6t,  but  ht 
expressed  hiii.sel  a.*  very  ready  to  hsten  to  any  fugueslions  which  mi^hl:  be  made  by  Hea 
Maj^stv's  GoTernment. 

He  laid  he  could  gaanintee  the  line  being  in  complete  working  order  by  the  moalh  of 
Ajnil  Mxt,  and  ha  expeeto  it  to  be  open  for  pablio  traffic  two  nDonUia  cadier. 

I  havej  iS;c. 

The  Bail  Riuad^  k.g.  (signed)      M.  EUiot. 


No.  41. 

Mr.  Hammond  to  the  Secreury  to  the  Pcngl  Olfiee* 

Sir,  PorpigTi  Office,  8  December  1804. 

With  reference  lo  prt-viou*  cdin  siiomi.  nt  e  \s  itlj  rcLurd  ti  ti  c  (jucstion  of  tlic  t  nuvey- 
ance  ot  the  Indian  maila  through  ItHly,  1  an>  dir<  c(ed  by  Earl  Russt-U  to  trall^nlit  to  you 
IiM-ewiJh,  to  be  laid  before  Her  Majesty's  Postmnster  General,  a  copy  of  a  Despatch  fmni 
Her  M.'ijcsty's  Minister  nt  'I'l^rin,  fonvnrdinc:  n  ftirttjer  comnmikicatioa  fipom  the  Itthan 
Goveninittut  i>u^g<:»iiiig  a  tresU  exuuiiuatioii  ot  their  proposals. 

I  am,  &c. 

The  Secretary^  Geoend  Post  Offices.  (»^oed>      E,  tiammemA, 


Encloiure  I,  in  No.  41. 

(Ifo. 

The  Honourable  JST.  Jffifol  to  Barl  Rimeft. 

My  Lordl»  Turin,  23  Novanilter  1804. 

I  HAVB  the  hdu  ui  lr»  fiH^urd  herewith  the  4  opy  of  a  note  (lom  "M.  Cn rutfe,  encloftin^ 
the  extract  ui  a  cuuituunicatioa  ir^m  liie  Miaic^ter  of  i-'ubltc  Works,  of  which  1  likewise 
eocluse  a  copy  and  tranahui-'a}  ioquirhii^  wbither  Her  Majesty'  GorcauBeni  would  not  aum 
be  dwpoied  toetiter  upmi  aa  evaaiinatioa  of  tlie  prufOMl  for  the  oDnrefmiioeof  the  iiidia»- 
mailt  Dv  the  Italian  route. 

The  Ilalliin  Government  considt  r  thenneclvei'  able  to  c  ii  jn^^c  that  the  distance  ir<  m  Suea 
to  Biindi>i  shall  be  ac«outpU»hc-d  in  27  hour«>,  as.  six>b  us  the  1  oe  ta  completed  to  the.  laUer> 
place,  which  time  would  by  degrees  be  reduced  to  24  Iwurs,  the  speed  in  the  fiMt  instauee 
having  only  bfeti  ralctil  i(ed  at  ah  i;  ■};}  milfs  an  hour  between  Aiicona  and  Brindi«i. 

Iti  reply  to  luy  uaquiruii  v^btuici  puuclualtty  cou!d  be  e»t>ure<i over  a  distance  of  between 
700  and  BOO  miles  nt  single  Ihk  of  rail,  I  hafC  be<  n  assured  that  it  would  be  guaranteed, 
and  that>U  tlie  ordinary  traffic  would  give  way  to  the  expreaa  trains  carrying  the  Indian 
vuSk*  .  ... 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)      M.  JEiUot, 


£nclo«ure  2,  in  No.  41. 

M.  le  Miniatre,  Turin,  22  Noveubre  1804. 

Pab  oil  oflSee  en  date  du  M  Man  dwnier,  vous  avez  bien  voula  faire  conuaitre  uu  Gouveme- 

mrnt  du  Roiquc  ctlui  de  Sa  Miij(  s'r  Brii«nnique  n'cfa  t  point  pour  le  moment,  dans  I'iiilen- 
(ion  de  niodihtr  le.s  ruu^eiiitian  t-xi^tants  rel-'tiveiiieni  au  iranspoit  de  la  malle  des  ludee, 
■MBS  qa'it  ee  r6»ervait  de  levenir  sur  le  projet  de  hiire  transitei  la  dite  malle  par  I'ltnlia 
lorsque  !<  cliLniin  do  ftr  qui        lelier  Tuiin  u  Bnndisi  -erait  terniine. 

Je  vi(  i;s  aujourri'hui  de  rtcev4)ir  d  ce  snji  t  une  coninmnicatioii  de  niou  collcjue  au 
D^'partement  desTravaux  Publics,  de  laquclle  il  resu  le  que  Ics  tiavaux  de  !a  derni^re  section 
de  la  ligne  susdite  anprocheot  leur  teimc,  qu'au  printenis  prochain  I'Admiuislratioa 
Italienne  »era,  eelon  soufe  probabilite,  en  meniie  de  ee  charger  du  tronapott  de  la,  malle  dea 
Indes  de  Suse  h.  Briidi  i,  ct  que  It:  tiaji  t  en'ier  n'exigeia  tout  d'aboza  qav  I'e^cede  ft? 
heures  lequel  ))ouri'a  par  suite  ctre  r^uit  a  24  beure-. 

Dans  cet  etat  de  cJioMB  M.  le  Minietre  des  Travaux  PubHrs  pen»e  que  le  moment  aerait 
venu  d'invittM  le  riiinvrmrm  nt  Biiianniqiu-  j\  loprendrf  rt-vamcn  iln  piojct  en  question,  afiu 

3ue  dans  le  cas  uu  U  st  rait  lii-pOFe  a  raccci»illn  lo  deux  Aduuiuotiatioit!^  puissent  se  ci>noerter 
ea  u  pr<->enl  et  cnikciure  les  arr<tngeni<  nts  iiecesaairc^  au  siijetdu  transpuri  de  la  malle  des 
Indes  par  U.  voie  de  Brindiw,  d^s  oue  le  chemin  de  (tr  fonctiuimera  jusqii'A  ce  port. 

Je  mVmpresM,  M.  le  Ministre,  a  voue  remettre  IVxtrait  oi-joint  da  m  note  de  mon  eol> 
I^gue  en  vijUs  priant  li'cn  c(ininiuui(|iier  Ic  ciiiitciiu  ii  vctrc  Couvernement,  et  de  ii:'infomier, 
si  cumntc  nous  r.uuioub  4  e^pcrer  d  pattage  i'avia  de  i'Adniitiistiation  Italienue  touchant 
ropportunite  de  preparer  d^  i  pteacnt  no  aceoid  pour  Tex^cutiou  d'un  projet  qui  rfeltm* 
h  juste  litre  de  sa  part,  cflmoe  de  Ja  notie,  ujie  attention  aptoale. 

The  Houoarable  H.  EUbt.  (ugn6)      M.  CtrnUi. 
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Enclosure  3,  io  Pio.  41. 

(Tniwlaticm.) 

ExTKACT  from* N«ite 41*0111  tin- Minister  of  Pu!>lir  Woi  k^  to  the  Mimrter  of  Foreigp 

Aifaiis,  dated  19  Novfrnlitr  I8*;t. 

The  certuinty  ol>  b^ing  able  shorily  to  open  f>>  |>t»blic  irai^o  tlic  line  of  railway  from 
Tarin  to  Biindisi,  and  at  the  ^amc  time  of  con  -'  li  idling  the  Ime  fnim  Turin  to  Anrona, 
aliuws  us  to  hopp  th;<t  next  spiinjr  we  shall  be  enabled  by  iiicans  of  i  xprr^s  tmin-;  to  effect 
the  transport  of  the  Indiun  mad  a<  ro?s  Italy,  thereby  stivinj;  much  lime  in  the  trim!>it 
between  that  distant  c>'Uniry  i<nd  Lnndon. 

In  order  to  be  sure  of  nay  information  i  have  thnusht  it  tight  to  seek  it  of  the  different 
Companies  who  own  the  Tarioas  divisions  of  the  Adriatic  Coaitt  .line,  and  I  am  mfonned 
(bat  far  as  the  line  bf-twetn  Brindi-i  and  Accona  cnncenird,  no  ^venter  speed  could  be 
reckoned  nimn,  at  least  at  first,  titan  that  ol  SB  kdomt'tref'  per  h"»r  by  a  fast  express  irau), 
while  for  the  transit  from  Ancuna  to  Bum,  by  way  of  Bolo^nn,  Piaceir/a,  and  Turin,  theie 
wmld  be  no  difficulty  in  attaining)  <Mr  even  in  exceeding,  the  apeed  of  60  kJomdLres.per 
hoar. 

'Reckoninu;,  therefore,  from  thee  da'a,  we  shall  employ  15  hours  to  go  from  Brindisi  to 
Ancona,  and  12  more  frum  Apcona.  to  Turin  and  Susa,  to  which  place  the  line  woald  be 
complete  through  the  wbote  of  Italy.   Therefore  from  Brindisi  to  Susa  would  occupy  not 

more  than  27  hours ;  a  time  v.  Iiu  h  may  gradually  be  n  riitccd  to  24  hours,  when  the  first 
portion  of  the  Hue  as  far  as  Aiicoiij.  i>hall  have  bceii  retii!>'rt-d  i^trong  enough  to  admit  of 
the  highest  speed. 

Ki  oi'  iii^,  therefore,  the  inttnst  wliii  h  an  iin<lertaking  of  such  great  importance  frnm  un 
inicrnational  point  of  view  ii.u>l  msjiiie,  I  hasten  to  bring  to  the  knowledge  of  H.  E. 
tbe  Minister  of  Foreign  Aft' -iis  the  result  of  my  inquiries,  ns  I  think  that  the  tnonii  nt  is 
eitme  for  ooaimeQcing  iiegociation^  between  Great  Uritain  and  Italy  for  tlte  attainment  of 
this  desirable  resuH. 


Ho.  42. 
Mr.  F.  iBff  to  Vr.  HbwM. 

f«rr,  General  Post  Office,  9  January  IMft. 

The  Postmaster  General  has  under  consiilLTatioii  ilir  ini  sT.i<*n  of  tr;iii-^m  tfinL^  ibe  Indian, 
China,  and  Australian  mail«,  by  way  of  Briudisi,  having  been  pveu  to  understand  that  the 
ndlfoad  from  Tinin«wlU  be  open  for  traffic  for  the  entire  distauee  to  Brindisi  early  in  the 
ensuinsr  spring. 

I  am  desired  by  bis  Lordship  to  re-quest  that  tlic  Direi  lors  of  the  Peninsular  and 
Orit  ntal  Steam  Navigation  Company  w  iU  be  good  enou.-h  to  inform  him  whether,  in  consi- 
deration of  the  reduced  mileage  which  the  Tt'Miii  of  the  Company  would  then  have  to 
perform,  the  diroctors  would  be  prepared  to  make  a  rednetlon  in  Uie  amount  af  the  snbsidy 

now  paid  fur  the  pervico,  in  the  cvciit  of  Brindisi  hein^  miS.sli: aud  for  Marwilltas,  as 
•the  port  for  landing  and  einbaikuig  the  lodiiuij  Sic,  mails,  and,  it  ho,  to  what  t-xicnt. 

I  have,  &c. 

G.  W.  Howell,  ERq.,  PeninBularaod  Ori«ntal  (signed)      F,  BiU, 

Steam  JNavigation  Company. 


Ifo.  48. 

Mr.  Sowlt  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Post  Office. 

Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam  Navigation  Company, 
Offices  112,  Leadenhall-street,  London,  E.G., 

Sir,  10  January  18<!."i. 

1  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letror,  dated  9ih  instant 
(No.  1178  P.),  requesting  that  the  Directors  of  thi'>  Company  will  stiite  for  the  information 
of  tlu'  Postmaster  txtmeral  whether,  in  consideration  of  the  reduced  mih^igrt  which  the 
Company^  vessels  would  have  to  perform  in  the  event  of  Briadfsi  i)i  ujg  substituted  for 
Marseilles  as  the  port  for  landing  and  embarking  th(  overland  mails,  they  woald  he 
prepared  to  make  a  reduction  in  the  amount  of  the  subsidy  now  paid  for  tiie  service^  and,  if 
so,  to  what  extent. 

Having  laid  the  same  before  the  Boanl  of  Directors  this  day,  I  am  inBiructt  d  to  sialc  that 
they  are  unable  to  give  a  di-hnite  reply  on  the  subject  until  they  cau  obtain  reliablo 
information  on  the  following poini«,  viz.: 

1.  How  iar  the  port  of  Brindisi  affords  the  nece«siiry  accommodation  as  a  h  raiinal 
station  for  a  '.'iwc  of  large  sit  ani  vessels  carrying  U«'r  Majesty's  mails,  in  cumbinatioii 

witii  a  passen^i  r  and  goods  traHic. 

2.  How  far  the  change  of  rome  coritemplated  mny  aflvct  the  revenue  of  ihf-  Company 
m  respect  to  their  commercial  earnings  by  passenger^  and  freight  on  merchandize. 

0.48.  xx2  The 
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The  Director?  ^vil!  rnH^nvourtn  possess  themselves  of  this  informatioQiMearlyBSpOiflMUfl^ 
"  when  they  will  have  the  honour  of  again  communicating  with  you. 

I  have,  &c. 

The  Secratary  of  the  General  Port  OAoe.  (aigned)      C.  W.  Howell, 

Secrotaiy. 

No.  44. 

(No.  70.) 

Mr.  Hammcmd  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Post  Office. 

Sir.  PordgD  Office,  2  March  1885. 

I  AM  directed  by  Earl  Russell  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  despatch  and  its  enclosure 
from  Her  Majesty's  Minister  at  Turin,  In m  wlncli  you  will  ]iC'rccive  that  the  Italian 
Government  are  desirous  of  learning  wht^tber  Her  Majesty's  Ooveroment  have  come  to  any 
deeiflon  witli  rreard  to  the  tnawari«non  of  the  Indian  mailB  by  the  Sum  and  Briodin 
railroad,  which  Tine  it  appears  will  in  a  few  weeks  be  in  working  order,  and  I  am  to 
rt^queiit  that,  in  layitig  these  papers  before  the  Postmaster  (ieneral,  you  will  move  lus 
Lordship  to  cause  Lord  Rosaell  to  be  informed  what  answer  ahould  oe  returned  to  the 
Italian  Government 

I  am,  kc. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Post  Office.  E. 


Endoevre  1,  in  Na  44. 

(No.  70.) 

The  Honourable  H,  EUiot  to  Had  Rmsell 

Mv  Lord,  Turin,  27  February  1805. 

Tax  Italian  Gorenment  is  desiroos  of  knowing  whether  Her  Maicsty'a  Oovernment  bae 
come  to  any  decision  with  regard  to  the  transaBiflekm  of  the  Indian  mails  hj  the  Mont 

C^nis  and  Brindisi. 

The  Mlniiter  of  Public  Works  lias  informed  me  in  a  letter,  of  which  I  have  the  honour 
to  endota  a  oo|>yf  that  the  line  has  already  been  passed  all  the  way  by  a  locomotive  to 
Brindiiif  and  tmt  in  a  few  wedts  it  will  be  in  a  state  to  permit  the  opening  of  a  special 
Mpiew  tvaini. 

I  have,  iS:c. 

The  Earl  iiussell,  k.o.  (signed)    Henry  EUiot, 


Enclosure  2,  in  Ku.  44. 
M.  le  Ministre,  Turin,  le  28  Fcvrier  1RG&. 

Lb  locomotive  est  d6jk  arrive  jusqa'4  Brindisi,  et  on  m'annonce  que  vers  la  An  da  moie 
prochain  tnute  la  gi-ande  lignc  de  Sme  ^  Brindisi  pourra  6tre  parcourue  par  le  conroi 
ordinaire  k  petite  et  k  moyenne  viteaie;  qndques  lemaines  plua  t»d  par  dea  conrois 
speciaux  de  grande  vitease. 

JTe  me  h&te  detransmettre  ivotns  Exeellence  oes  Tenaeignements  et  je  n'y  ajonte  pas  autre 
chose,  sachant  tr^s  bien  que  vous  fites  nonvaincu  autr.nt  que  moi  quM  est  dun^  I'intcrctde 
noa  deux  paysde  s'enteodre  definitiveoieut  au  sujet  du  passage  dc  la  malle  dcs  Indes. 

Acr^icz,  &c. 
(signe)      E,  Jacnii. 


,  No.  46. 

Mr.  HUl  to  Mr.  HamMumtL 

Sir,  Genoral  Post  Office,  6  March  18(i6. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  I  am  directed  by  tlie  Postmr»ster  General  to 
request  tnat  you  will  state  to  Earl  Russell  that  he  has  written  to  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental 
Steam  Navigation  Company,  inquirin;;  whether  they  will  conseat  to  u  reduction  in  the 
amount  of  their  subsidy,  in  the  event  of  the  Indian  and  Australian  mails  beinc;  embarked 
and  dii^cniliurkc'd  nt  Brindisi,  instead  of  at  Mars l  il It's,  as  this  informaiion  is  necessary  to 
show  the  eifect,  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  of  transmitting  those  mails  through  Italy. 

The  Company  havi  promised  to  give  the  subject  fall  eonaidenitioii,  and  it  Is  understood 
that  one  or  inort*  (.1  tiicir  principal  cfticcrs  will  %'isit  "Rrindisi  shortly,  an  1  mrikc  such 
inquiries  as  ihey  consider  it  necessary  to  make,  before  answering  the  question  ad<i reined  to 
them. 

Until  the  Postmaster  General  has  obtained  the  information  adced  for,  he  is  nnable  to 

report  his  opinion  upon  the  proposed  change  of  route. 

£.  IJauimond,  Esq.,  Foreign  Office.  (signed)       F.  HUL 
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No.  46. 

Mr.  llamimnd  to  the  Secretary  to  tlie  Post  OfTice. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  26  May-  1805. 

I  AM  directed  by  E&rl  Russell  to  trammit  to  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Fosimaeter 
■Oenenl,  a  copy  of  a  desMteh  from  Her  Majesty's  Gonaul  Gbaeral  at  JNaplcf,  reporting  that 
the  raflwey  from  Ban  to  Brmdiii  was  opened  to  the  piiUic  on  the  39th  altioo. 

I  am,  Sic. 

Hie  Secretary,  General  Post  Office.  (signed)  HammBHid* 


App*  ITOa  1. 


Enclosure  in  No>  48* 

CNo.  8.) 

Mr-  Bonham  to  Earl  Russell. 
Mv  I  -ord,  Naples,  8  May  1865. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report  to  your  Lordship  that  the  railway  from  Bari  to  Bnndist  was 
opened  to  the  poblio  on  the  39th  of  April,  and  two  traint  ran  daily  between  the  above- 

4nentioiied  lowiis. 

Tiie  oihciul  opening  or  inauguration  of  this  railroad  is  expected  to  be  made  by  the  King, 
or  by  His  Royal  Highness  Prince  Humbert,  towards  the  end  of  this  ninntli. 

By  the  completion  of  this  extension,  the  line  of  railway  from  Briudisi  to  the  north  of 
Italy  is  now  Complete. 

I  have,  &c. 

The  Earl  Russell,  k»o.  (s^Md)  W,  BanJum. 


No.  47. 

Mr.  if arrajf  lo  the  Sacretaiy  to  the  Poet  OffiM. 

Sir,  Forngn  Office,  IS  July  18«ft. 

I  AM  directed  by  Karl  Russell  to  (ransrnit  to  you,  hcrc-wit!),  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the 
the  Italian  Mim&ter  at  this  Court  calling  aitention  to  the  advautac^cs  which  would  result 
from  the  adoption  of  the  route  through  Italy  via  Moot  Cenis  and  Brindui,  for  the  trans- 
misflion  of  the  mails  from  this  country  to  Her  Majesty's  East  Indian  possessions, and  stating 
that  the  Government  of  Italy  are  prepared,  should  Iler  Majesty's  Govcrament  desire  to  do 
so,  to  enter  into  negotiation?  for  the  purpose  of  establishinj;;  this  line  of  communica^on ; 
anid  I  am  to  request  that  you  will  move  the  Postmaster  General  to  take  this  letter  into  bis 
cenaideretion,  and  favour  Lord  Bnssell  with  bia  opinioii  thercvipon. 

I  am,  &c. 

The  ^Secretary  to  the  Post  Office,  (signed)      Janus  Murray, 

&C.        &c.  Jbe. 


Enclosure  in  No,  47. 

The  Marquis  d'Azeqlio  to  Earl  RustelL 

M.  le  Comte,  Londres.  le  12  Juillet  1865, 49  Orosvenor-streei. 

Lb  Gottveroement  du  Roi  m'ayant  charg^  de  soumettre  &  I'attention  de  celui  de  Sa 

Majestc  Britannique  quelques  nouvclles  contsid^rarions  sur  Ics  nvrinfagea  qui  prescnterait 
pour  les  communications  avec  Its  lades  la  voie  d'llulie,  j'ai  ci  u  ne  pouvoir  mieux  faire  que 
de  les  resumer  ici  auasi  bri^vement  que  poiaible.  Le  rait  important  sur  ieouel  je  dois  <  u 
pretuier  Heuappeler  I'attention  du  GouTeruemcnt  est  que  gr.'ice  &  Tactivit^  quon  a  d^oy^ 
en  Italic,  le  port  de  Brindisi  dans  trois  semainea  sera  deblaye  au  point  de  recevoir  des 
navires  du  plus  fort  tonnage. 

Une  activity  uoa  moins  grande  ayaut  termine  le  cbemin  de  fer  qui  s'y  relie,  on  pent 
depuis  quelque  temps  paicoarir  en  vote  lerr6etouteUdiBianee  de  Suae  a  Brindisi,  en  n'ayant 
d'autre  interruption  (!<  ]hiU  Calais,  qne  lo  Mottt  C6nis,  doot  le  setrice  est  fait  mdme  en  ce 
moment  d'une  maaiere  partaite. 

Le  Gouvernemeni  Italien  eat  prdt  i  prendre  en  consideration  et  a  adopter  toute  siij^geitton 
qui  poiirrait  lui  etre  indiqu^e  quant  anx  perfectionnemeiits  k  iiUfoduire  dans  le  syst^me  pour 
le  parcours  il  travers  I'ltalie.  Je  veux  dire  liL  qu'on  pourrait  d'UD  OOmmuu  accord  fixer  la 
v6locite  raoyenne  des  trains,  ^tahlir  les  points  d  arret  dcs  exprSs;  en  un  mot, OOmfaioer  un 
ordre  de  cUoaes  qui  serait  satisfaisant  pour  touts  les  int^ress^s. 

Beaueoup  <le  oes  ameliorations  sont  rendoes  phis  ^unlea  dotenavant  par  la  fusion  qui 
•vient  d'avoir  lien  des  chemins  de  fer  ftuliens  en  trois  gramls  proupes  dependant  chaeuu 
d'une  administration  que  leur  est  propre,  et  qui  rend  plus  atse  d'arriver  ii  une  entente.  Ces 
groupes  fournent  par  aux-m£ines  des  ayBtdmes  qui,  outre  le  service  int6rieordtt  payatel  qu'll 
ezislait  ju«;qu'ici,  se  present  ii  des  arrangements  interuationaux  et  commerciaux. 

D'ailleurs  toutcs  cea  questions  viennent  se  resoudre  en  une  question  d'ament,  et  du  moment 
le  service  permettia  de  foumir  k  la  d6pe»se  d'expr^tiaina,  cela  aera  ftdle  A  ammger. 
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A|ip.  Va-  1.      Au  n  ste,  duns  '.'thd  ictnel  den  choscs  la  durec  du  vo^  a^r-  entre  Loiidres  et  Alextndm 
d'Egypte  est  dej^  diminuee  de  Id  heure«  en  comparaiMii  <iu  trajetpar  Marseille. 

Les  soeiit^  particofidrce  k  metlnrt  en  nvant  pirar  etablir  de*  nervicei  de  ce  gi  nrc ;  matt 

cela  cDnslitueraii  en  dernicrc  analyse  una  cspece  dc  iii  hk  p  Ic,  i  t  nous  croyons  (|u'il  vou- 
drnit  niietix  aue  H-^ux  Gouveruentents  li'cntcndeut  pour  ai>surer  plu»  posUivenieat 
I'avantage  de  leurs  iiatniiiaiix. 

he  Gouver[;enieiit  It  lu  ix  vcrrait  done  nvi'C  plaisir  qa'oD  oiToie  d'ici  une  persnniie  vcrtsee 
en  parcilie  niatiiie,  1 1  (jUi<  ]joi;i  iMit  etudier  In  qnes'ion  >w  lea  lit-ux,  se  rendre  cornpte  dca 
perlectiunnenieiitfi  dontfll*'  t'»t  cusceptib  c  ot  les  i  :iu  Ministere  des  Travnux  Publics 

a  Florence,  ce  Ccinmisfiaire  aerait  assart  d'y  trouvc^-  d'accueiUe  plua  Ikvomble  -  et  le  plus 
MDpiess^. 

An  rc-te,  il  nie  parait  oiseux  dc  chcrclicr  ii  (lemontrer  aux:  Ai!in:  isii.iti  n:<  Atii.'lals:^<  une 
verile  aussi  cluire  qu'il  ett  de  leur  avaiiiag«  de  profiter,  pour  les  Indea  d  une  voie  lutmea- 
t^tnent  plus  conrte  et  plua  sure  qtie  cellc  par  Slaraeille. 

Qiiiuid-uienie  ces  udniinistrations  I'oublicraieiit  le  cuniinerce  eleverait  la  voix  [lour  l^'  le; t 
mppeler  indiquer  ia  question  c'ett  done  la  r^soudre,  je  me  home  par  ccniicqucul  a  cuiittdier 
ici  Ic's  bonnes  intentions  du  Gc'UTernr>nient  Itulien  pour  arriver  k  une  mtcnte. 

Je  viens  avoir  recours  i  vous,  M.  le  Gomte,  poor  obtenir  des  vos  bienvedlants  offices  ht 
eomtnamcadon  de  oe  m^moire  m  Board  of  TrMle,  et  an  Posimaattr  GoDenily  ot  'tow 
d'H^r^er  lues  remevcf meats,  j'ui  rhoimeur  vous  ofinr  les  assurances  de  ma  |^s  Iniite 
aidcration. 

Mons.  1«  Cointe  ftussell.  {»go6)  jyAtegSo, 


Mr.  JIUl  to  Mr.  Murray. 

Sir,  General  Post  Office,  26  July  186$. 

BEveRitiNO  to  yonr  letter  of  the  IStb  mstant,  relative  to  the  conveyance  of  the  Indian 

mnil  thr<  ii;^h  Itnlv,  I  nni  dinxtMt  by  the  Po^tn  asitcr  Gtm  ral  to  state  that  he  has  not  yet 
recf  lu-d  tlic  commhnicatH  n  hum  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam  ^{avi<>ation  Company 
nienhoncd  in  n^y  letter  of  the  tith  of  March  last,  but  that,  {Respective  of  that  communiea" 
tion,  Lord  Stanley  of  Alderley  is  of  opinion  that  until  the  temporary  r.iiln  ay  whicli  it  is  pro- 
posed to  construct  ovi  r  Mom  Ctnis  nas  been  made  and  bnuiiiUt  into  use,  it  would  be  pre- 
tnatuie  to  discuss  ihe  question  of  sending  the  Indian  maiU  by  v\  iiy  c  t  Italy, 

So  soon,  b<<wever,  as  that  w«irk  has  been  completed,  his  (.ord^hip  will  with  pleasure 
appoint  some  person  in  the  Post  Office,  as  su^^>  f^ted  by  th.'  IMarqnt«  d*A»ef)to,  to  meet  sn 
otTlecr  (if  tli<  It;  linn  Post  OfIi<>  ,  uith  a  view  to  a  full  and  cnreful  cxaiiiination  of  the  whole 
subject^  and  in  the  confident  hope  thai  ii  wdl  be  found  practicable  to  meet  the  wishes  of 
the  Italian  Government,  and,  in  ddng  so,  to  effect  an  important  acceleration  of  tiie  Indian 
mails. 

Even  if  the  saving  of  lime  mentioned  by  the  Marquis  d'Azi'glio  (15  hours)  as  prai  ticabic 
under  |iresent  ciirumstances,  could,  as  a  iieueral  rule,  be  really  made,  or  i  vt  n  if  a  consi^ 
derably  larger  saving  of  time  l  uuld  be  effected,  Lord  Stanley  is  of  opinion  that  it  would 
not  be  expedient  to  adopt  the  pr(»posed  ronte  vfd  Brindisi,  or  any  other  route  throngh 

Italy,  so  lr;n'_  ns  tht  Ijioak  at  Wont  Cdnis  i  ontiinios,  siiu  e  iliiR  bre^^k  would  lie  sure  to 
exposp  the  mails  lo  <Jct'asional  delays,  wliereas,  iti  jiosial  niatteis,  pertiect  regularity  is  of 
greater  inipoitonce  than  increased  average  speed. 

To  the  danger  of  delay  at  Mont  C<5nis  mu>t  be  ndded  a  like  danger  arising  from  the  fact 
that  much  of  the  i-ailway  l:>etween  Turin  and  Brindisi  is  single,  a  circumstance  which  would 
render  it  difficult  to  have  express  trains  startiiMj:  at  unusual  times  when  the  railway  vras  onder 
repair,  to  maintain  tfu>  tpf»ed  even  of  ordinary  trains. 

James  Murray,  Esq.,  Foreign  Office.  (signed)       F.  IfUL 


No.  49. 

Mr.  Murray  to  the  Secretaiy  to  the  Post  Office. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  3  August  1866. 

With  relerc nee  to  your  letter  of  the  26th  uliiino,  rrspectiag  the  propose  d  adout Ion  of 
the  Italian  route  tor  the  cunveyaace  of  the  Indian  oKiilK,  the  substance  of  which  will  be 
communicated  to  the  Italian  Minister  at  this  Covrt,  I  am  direrted  by  Earl  Russell  to  request 
that  you  will  infi  rm  Tier  MajesSv'-  ri»tiiiasfi  r  Grnt-ral,  that  the  Marquis  d'Azog-lio  has 
expre.<^eu  to  hi^  Loid»^liip  the  dtMic  >>!  iiis  Gov«finiiient  tliat  Her  Maj'Sity's  Guverumeut 
ahonld  fend  an  officer  to  survey  the  railway  fr(<m  Mont  Cunis  to  Brindi-i,  and  to  make  such 
observations  as  may  occur  to  him  for  the  iufurniatiou  of  Uer  Majesty's  Qoveinment  and  for 
suh^iqiient  cc  mniunication  to  tile  Italian  Govemnien!. 

Lord  Kupscll  is  desirous  ol  nie<  tinir  the  vkishes  of  the  Italian  G  iverumei.t  in  this  niatier, 
and  I  t^ro  accordin>.dy  to  request  that  you  will  state  to  Lord  Stanl*^y  of  Alderley,  that  Lord 
Ba8»ell  nould  be  glad  to  be  inftmned  what  armiiKeuients  can  lie  made  in  fbrtharanon  «f 
this  object,  io  order  that  liia  tuvdshlp  may  inform  toe  Hatqnia  d'Ax^lio. 

1  am,  kc. 

I'o  Secretary  to  the  General  Post  Olhce.  (signed)       Jama  Murray. 
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BBLBOT  coaimvrg»  o»,  Mr  usu.  oo]|]timicATioN&  Sift      •  ^ 

App.No.  1. 

Mr*  MwT^f.to  tb*  Si'cretary  to  the  Post  Office. 

1^,  Foreign  <  XRce,  S  Au^hsi  18M. 

With  reference  tr)  iiiyotfi^.  I^tti  i!,is  (lay%  dnfe,  T  run  litrfclcii  bv  Ivari  Rus-eH  to 
Irumnit  to  you,  Jor  th«  intoriiiiition  ot  Her  Majesty's  Postmaster  Gfiteral,  a  cu|iy  of  a 
Deopatcb  fivm  Her  M  tje«ty's  Minister  at  Flor.  i  ce,  together  with  its  enclo-are,  reporting  ii 
conrtrsation  whidi  lie  had  had  witii  the  Italran  Minister  of  Public  Works,  on  sii'ujet^i  f 
Captain  Roberts'  report  upon  the  capabdiiie-^  of  (lie  Port  of  Orindisi,  with  reference  to  ih« 
piopo«e(i  Italian  rovto  for  tiM  of«rl«tHl  Mil  to^  India. 

X  am  tee* 

Tlw  SecKtary  to  the  Post  Office.  (signed)      Jama  Murnqf, , 


£uUo<»ure  I,  ia  No.  60. 

Mr.  JSerria  to  Earl  Bita$dL 

My  Lord,  Florence,  14  July  1864. 

With  a  view  to  the  eventual  trnnsit  of  the  Indian  niails  tlirouijh  Italy,  Captain  Robrrts, 
in  the  service  of  the  Pciiin -ulur  ;ii;d  Orientiil  Sfe;iin  IS  ivig'ati  n  Cdiuijuii v,  vi^it'd  ilus 
eouBtrf  ki»t  iBuHth  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  the  state  of  tJie  railway  receatlj 
opened  to  Brmdiai,  and  mora  paitioakriyas  to  the  cepabililies  of  dint  port.  On  nis  return 
froo)  hU  tour  of  inspection,  he  came  to  Florcncs  and  cninmunicated  to  tliL-  Minister  of 
Public  Works  the  nsultof  his  inquiries.  C;iptain  R-'bert*  expressed  a  very  (  uoiiruble 
opinion  of  the  iiutuial  ndvantas^cs  of  the  harbour  of  Brindisi,  but  lie  declared  thai  it  must 
be  corisiderably  ileepened  by  tiie  removal  of  mud  before  it  could  beentcrmi  by  large  ships; 
aiid  lie  represented  that  the  dredging  operations  then  lining  on  were  being  conduct^  iu  the 
most  feeble  and  inefficient  niaiim  r.  He  :il>o  iiomted  out  the  absolute  noc<  ^sity  of  coa- 
siructini;  wharves,  docket,  and  other  accommodations  now  wholly  wautiog,  iu  order  ta 
render  Brindisi  available  as  m  packet  station  for  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company's 
wsseU. 

He  seemed  convinced  that  none  of  these  woiks  would  be  cumpU  ted  for  a  vety  lonir  time. 
I  had  a  conversation  on  this  sohjeet  a  few  dnys  ago  vviti»  M.  Jacini,  the  Minister  of  Pu)>lic 
Works,  who  told  me  that  the  impression  left  on  hie  mind  by  his  convei-sation  with  Mr. 
Roberts  was  that  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  CSompany  had  no  desire  locome  to  an  uwJer- 
•tandi'tg  with  ihe  i(ali:in  Governn^  iil. 

He  protested  against  what  be  termed  the  hasty  judgment  pronoimced  by  that  gen tlenuin, 
and  declared '^at  many  of  hie  objections  were  already  to  a  i^rf^at  extent  r«nwTet).  An 

iiiiprnvcd  system  of  dredging  had,  since  his  visit,  been  npp'K'  1  willi  nreat  -uoco^-i,  the 
result  being  that  vessels  dr.. wing  16  feet  of  water  couM  now  enter  the  Itaibour  without 
difllnuUy,  and  he  antici|)iited  that  in  the  course  of  the  next  two  or  three  months  a  d^ih  of 
abnitt  '23  feet  would  be  obtained.  As  to  the  other  works>  which  be  desired  to  carry  out  with 
the  ^rt^atest  rapidity,  he  observed  that  a  previous  coni'ort  with  the  Peninsular  und  Oriental 
Company  wonid  ficilitate  their  execution,  and  ha  regretted  tlie  arant  of  encoMragenent  he 
had  met  with  on  the  part  of  the  Ck>nipanv. 

H&add^d,  that  in  order  practieally  tofferoonetrnte  the  superiority  of  the  Brindisi  itMUtOy 
even  now,  (ivernnv  other,  hf  had  made  arnmirements  for  the  conveyance  of  mails  between 
Brindisi  and  Alexandria,  by  the  steamers  of  the  Adriatic  and  Oriental  Company  (ItaJian) 
in  l  onaection  with  special  Irainc  to  and  fronSnia.  Titia  new  serriee  is  to  begin  on  tibe  1st 
of  Sepii  niber. 

M.  J at  im  calculate*  that  the  time  required  for  the  journey  between  Brindit«i  and  Susa 
will  be  about  27  hours,  and  on  the  whole  distance,  between  Alexandria  and  London,  he 
estimates  tiie  immediate  saving  of  time  at  16  hours  for  the  homeward  and  24  hours  for  the 
ontward  line,  a  gain  which  he  believes  may  be  increased  to  at  leaitt  30  hours  one  way  and 
30  the  other. 

At  my  request  ho  has  given  me  a  memorandum  on  this  subject,  which  I  have  tlie  honour 
to  trammit  to  your  Lofd^ip  herewith. 

I  have,  &c. 

The  Earl  Russell,  K.G-  (signed)       Edteard  Herriet- 


Enclosure  No.  2,  in  No.  60. 
Port  de  Brindes  et  Chemiu  de  Fer  de  Briudes  4  Ancone. 
Notices  Sommaires. 

Florence,  22  Juiilet  1865« 

II  y  a  i  Brindes  nn  port  ext6ricur,  un  port  int^rieur  d'une  profondeur  de  7  &  12  mdtrea»  £tat  actuel  de 
et  nn  eana!  qvi  r£«nit  les  denx  ports,  et  qui  a  dd  etre  creue^  par  des  drogues.  d«  Urindesi 

D>  s  a  present  les  Iravaux  de  dia^uaiie  sunt  conduits  au  [joint  que  des  gro>  bateaux  & 
vapeur  de  6  metres  de Jaugeage  peuveut  eolrer  dans  la  port  iiiteiieur,  qui  comrae  tout  le 
aK>ade  sait,  est  tout  A  bit  a  I'din  dea  venta  et  de  tea»pltes«  et  s'aaem  pvis  do  quai  qui  est 
-en  face  du  wmL 

a43.  X  X  4  L'excavation 
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I. 


Travaiix  en  court; 
de  con&tmctton. 


Truvaux  qu'ou 
donnera  aux 
ench^m  UH  pro* 


Travaux  en  projet 


L'excavation  du  canal  et  du  port  int^rieur  continue  avt  c  la  plus  graiule  activity.  QuaUs 
dragues  A  vapeur,  deux  remor<|ueurs  a  vapeur,  deux  porteurs,  tt  un  nombrc  competant 
de  barques  isoupape  I ravaillent  pour  creus«r  le  canal  d'entr^e  qui  sc[)aie  le  port  ext^rieur 
du  port  interieur,  et  aussi  pnur  creuser  lea  abords  des  <|ii;»is  afin  d'obtenir  7  ua^-trcs  ct 
au  delA,  de  piofondeur  gur  tous  les  points  du  canal,  c'u&t-a-diie  dans  tout  le  parcoure 
depuis  ia  haute  nicr  jusqu'aux  quais  du  port  interieur,  ce  qu'on  croit  pouvoir  ubtcnir  dansle 
moi»  de  Septembre  ou  d'Octobre  procbaio.  Dana  le  moia  d'Octobre  procbaio  on  aura. 
•ebev6  100  mdtm  da  nouveau  quai  en  eooBtruction  dans  la  partie  est  du  port  int^iiivr  el 
qui  sera  port<j  5, 200  metres  do  Inngneur. 

Dans  le  m«^me  mois  le  quai  ser;i  poun  u  crane  <;ruc  dc  la  por'ce  de  10  lonneaux. 

1.  Systemation  du  canal  d'entr^e  dans  le  port  interieur  par  des  murs  solides  et  des  quais 
eonmodes. 

2.  CiQiiflnieiion  de  600  k  000  n^treide  qtmt  dans  le  port  iai^trieiur,  partie  oneal. 

8.  Clotura  de  la  Boeca  di  Puglia,  de  eorte  que  mdne  le  portext&ieiur  de^endiu  parfkiee. 

ment  sftr. 

4.  Bamge  de  la  Cote  Marina,  pour  ^viter  les  eQcombremenfs  de  tene  du  canal  et  du  pott 

int&ienr. 

1.  Lc  GoLivcrneiuent  est  sur  le  point  d'etablir  uu  Hei  vioe  special  pour  signaler  Tarrivde  des 
paquebuts  de  la  Society  Adriatique-Orientale,  afin  que  le  eunvot  eoit  pili  A  partir  auseitfit 

que  la  malle  des  postes  et  It  s  voyageurs  aurotit  d^barqu^. 

2.  Le  projet  d'uu  dockde  nSparatioo  est  4  I'^ude  et  le  GouvemeiDent  espdre  I'achever 

daus  un  an  et  deuii. 

II  y  a  plusieurs  propo^iitions  pour  des  concessions  de  quais  ou  bassins  flottants,  des 
docks,  magasins,  etc.,  travnuv  sur  I'  squels  ou  est  i=ur  le  poiat  de  dcliherer. 

On  ^tudie  aasbl  ]>our  etablir  ua  embrancbement^  pturlie  ouest,  d'un  cbeuun  de  fer  le  long 
de  port  iutfrienr  jusqu'i  la  Cdte  Onacina. 

Cheminde  Fer  dc  Brindes  a  Ancone,  Bnlognc,  Susc. 

Le  cheniin  de  fer  de  Brindes  &  fiologne  est  dans  un  bon  6tat,  et  en  voie  de  consolidation 
ear  les  tron9ons  de  nouvelle  eonstrnction. 

An  1"  Septei'.ihre  prochaiii,  un  train  g[iccial  tr(;s  accel6r(^,  nvi  o  des  vagons  h  lit  et  autres 
conforts, partira  de  brindes  en  cuincideiiceavecrarhvec  des  bateaux  d'Alexandried'Egypte, 
«t  fera  le  trajet  de  Brindes  u  Dologne  en  19  lieures,  temps  qui  pourra  encore  etre  abrcge 
ati  ftir  et  d  mesure  que  le  cheuiin  de  fer,  qui  rlent  d'etre  ouvert,  aim  atleint  toua  les 
perfectiounements  nt'cessairea  auxquels  ontravaille. 

La  ligne  de  Bologne  a  Suse  est  d'une  ancicnnc  construction,  puisque  tout  a  double  voie, 
exccpies  qaelqnes  courts  iatervalles  sur  la  plus  part  desquein  on  est  pour  mcttre  une 
•eeonde  voie.  Le  oonvoi  pourra  par  consequence  avoir  la  plus  graode  viCesse  dont  soit 
capaliie  tout  autre  chemin  de  fer  d  jBurope. 

Lc  |>aicourg  dc  nnite  ordinaire  de  Suse  a  S.  Michel  par  le  Mont  C^Snis  offre  le  passage 
lc  pluK  sdr,  lc  plus  eiiuiniodc,  le  plus  regulier  des  Alps.  Dans  le  cas  oh  Ton  pourrait  y 
appiiquer  te  systenie  Fell,  le  temps  de  la  traversce  du  Mont  C6nis  sera  trcs  sensiblement 
abrege.  Dans  tous  les  cas,  le  voyase  par  les  moyens  ordinaires  est  susceptible  de 
perfectionnement,  soit  par  rapport  aux  couiM)odit«js,  soit  par  rapport  ii  la  viiessc, 

De  i^.  Michel  4  Culoz  la  Conipagnio  Victor  Emmanuel  serait  dispos^e  4  6tablir  un  train 
spdcial  pour  rejoindre  l«s  convois  de  lignes  Fran^aises. 

Par  les  convois  expic^  qu'on  6tablira  I'autohiiic  jirochain  dc  Brindisi  Anc6ne  on 
gagnera  deja,  sur  k  parcours  d'Aicxandrie  ^  Loudres,  id  heures  sur  Marseille  en  venant^ 
Ct  plus  que  24  en  allant  k  Alezandrie. 


No.  «l. 

Mr.  Scudamore  to  Mr.  Hammond, 

Sir,  General  Post  Office,  lO  August  186S. 

I  HAVE  laid  before  the  Postmaster  General  your  letter  of  the  9d  instant,  in  which  you 
state  that  the  Italian  Minister  at  ibis  Court  has  expressed  to  Earl  Rir-  '1  the  desire  of  his 
Qovernnient  that  Iler  Majesty's  Government  should  send  an  otbcer  to  survey  the  railway 
from  Mont  C&iis  to  Brindisi,  and  to  make  such  olwervations  as  may  occur  to  him  for  the 
inrorniation  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  and  for  subseqaent communication  to  tbeltaliaa 
Government. 

You  add  thai  Lord  Rassell  in  desiioua  of  meetiiig  the  wishes  of  the  Italian  Qovcrnment 

in  this  matter. 

CJonsidering  the  time  which  must  necessarily  elapse  before  this  department  could  advan- 

tagcouslv  make  use  of  the  route  of  Brindisi  for  the  transmission  of  the  Indian  iriui!  =,  as 
explaiuod  in  niy  letter  of  tl»c  26th  ult..  Lord  Stanley  of  Aiderky  does  not  see  Uiat  any 

oawil 
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Mr.  Layard,  M.P.,  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Post  Office. 


Qgeful  result  would  follow  llie  seiidin;^  of  an  officer,  at  the  present  time,  to  make  the  pro-       App».K*.  I. 
po^ed  survey  of  tbe  Italiau  railway.    It  appears  to  hi«  Lordship  Uiat  iiie  piao,  wluch  at  ~ 
the  su^iicstion  of  the  Marquis  d'Azeglio,  he  expressed  his  intentKio  to  adopt,  namely,  that 

of  ai'poiiitinL;  some  person  in  tlio  I'ost  OfTire  to  me[!t  an  offii-er  of  the  Italian  Post  UfRce, 
with  tiie  view  lo  a  careful  examination  ut  ilu^  whole  subject  as  soon  as  tbe  temporary 
railway  over  Munt  Cenia  has  been  made  and  brought  into  use,  is  tbe  best  tbet  can  M 
followed.  Nevertheless,  if  the  Marquis  d'Aze>^lio  will  have  tlic  p;onclnfss  to  point  out  in 
wliat  iiiauner  a  survey  at  the  present  time  can  be  made  profitable,  lus  Lordship  will  readily 
give  the  subject  hie  farther  coDaiderftttoa. 

(signed)         J.  Scudamore. 

£.  Henimond,  Esq.,  Foreign  OfflcCi 


Sir»  Foreign  Office,  5  September  1865. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  (he  10th  ultimo,  I  am  directed  by  £arl  Russell  to 
transmit  to  you,  for  t!»e  inform  tion  of  Her  iM.ijcsty's  Postmaster  General,  a  copy  of  a  Ho»9|'. 
despatch  from  Her  Mnjesty's  Charge  d'Alfaires  at  Florence,  reporting  that  the  Italian 
Qovemment  ere  prepared  to  grant  to  Mr.  Feil  the  cooeaMioa  fer  constracting  a  railway 
over  the  Muut  Genisy  ae  ioua  as  he  eaa  obtain  a  •imtlar  eonceiuon  from  the  French 
Government. 

I  am,  ku. 

The  Secretaiy,  General  Post  Office.  (signed)      A*  H*  LajfonL 


BDclosore  in  Na  52. 

(No.  87.) 

Mr.  Htrriu  to  Eail  BuudL, 

My  Lord,  Florence,  25  August  1885. 

Your  Lordship's  ticspatcli,  marked  separate,  of  29th  June,  to  Mr.  Elliott,  naving  been 
delivered  to  me  by  Count  Arrivabene,  i  took  an  early  opportuniQr  of  speaking  to  the 
Minister  of  Public  Woilce  in  javnor  of  Mr.  Fell's  projected  laflwaj  over  She  Mount 

Ceni«. 

In  conformity  with  your  Lordship's  instructions  i  took  care  to  explain  to  M.  Jaoini 
fhntycur  Government,  though  recommending  the  scheone,  were  not  prepared  to  undertake 
any  utticial  responsibility,  either  for  its  execution  or  its  success. 

M.  Jacini  informed  me  that  the  Italian  tngincers,  appointed  to  examine  Mr.  Fell* 
system,  having  declured  it  to  be  pnicti cable,  the  Italian  (iovernir.etil  were  pre(iared  to 
grant  the  desired  concession  to  Mr.  Fell,  as  soon  as  be  could  obtain  a  similax  concession 
nom  the  French  Government. 

He  added,  that  ho  believed  Mr.  Fell  had  to  encounter  great  opposition  at  Parts. 

The  direct  mail  service  lo  and  from  Alexandria  via  i3rindi»i,  tor  which,  as  i  reported  to 
year  Lordabip  in  my  Despatch,  No.  17,  of  Mth  July,  arrangemeota  had  been  made,  U 
postponed  on  account  of  cholera. 

1  have,  &c. 

The  Earl  RnaaelL  (signed)     EAoard  Emkt. 


No.  6S. 

Mr.  HomU  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Post  Office. 

peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam  NaTt|^tion  Company, 
Offices,  122,  Lendcnhall-street,  London,  £.C., 
Sir,  14  September  1865. 

RRPBRniNc;  to  yiiur  letter  of  Uth  January  last,  ami  my  reply  of  the  fdiowing  day,  relative 
to  tlie  |jropo6ed  transmission  of  the  Indian)  China,  and  Australian  mails  by  way  of  Brindisi, 
I  am  instructed  to  inform  you  that  the  directors  have  given  their  best  consideratbn  to  the 
matter,  and  arc  now  in  a  siiiun  to  f;irnish  an  answer  to  the  question  Mibinitted  to  them 
by  the  PnstmabUr  Gtucral,  viz.,  to  what  e.xteiit  the  Company  would  be  prepared  to  induce 
the  subsidy  now  paid  for  ihe  Mediterranean  service  in  the  event  of  Brindisi  being  subati" 
tuted  for  Marseilles  as  the  port  for  landing  and  tmbarking  the  Indian  mai!>-. 

Tn  reply,  I  have  the  honour  to  stale  that  the  directors  are  of  opiniou  tiiai  even  in  tbe 
t  \  e:it  01  the  adoption  of  Biludisi  as  l!ie  terminus  of  the  mail  service,  the  gVeatMr  porliOD  of 
the  passengers  and  caigo  traffic  would  still  follow  the  Marseilles  route, 
0.43.  Yt  Am 
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AfpkNa  I.        An  hk  Lordehip     nware,  the  subsidy  paid  to  the  comp«ny  for  the  eoaveywice  of  lbs 
mmm,  DoaiU  covrr»  but  n  Hruuil  purtiau  ol  the  expense  of  the  service,  tite  greater  part  of  its  cost 

being  defrayed  by  the  earniogs  of  tbe  steaioera  in  freight  and  passage  moneys. 

To  preierre  Uus  traffiCf  it  will  be  necegaary  for  tho  Cgmpuiy  to  cootiniie  the  Mrrioe  be- 
t««Mi  MatMillesand  Al«nRidria,  even  though  the  imni*  dSoold  be  cooteycd  by  the  ItmUu 
route,  and  the  directors  would  not,  tlierdbit*,  feel  justified  in  making  any  abatement  from 
ihe  total  subsidy  now  paid  to  the  company  in  tbe  event  of  the  substitution  of  Briudiai  for 
Marseilles  as  tbe  port  in  tbe  Mediterrmnewlk  for  tbe  landiof  mad  embarbatioo  of  the  oter* 
land  mails. 

With  the  view  of  obUiinlni?  tlie  f  ullest  and  most  reliable  informalion  possible  on  the  state 
of  the  communicaiion  with  Brindisi  and  the  capabilities  of  that  port,  the  directornt  instructed 
Cftptain  W.  li.  Roberts,  one  of  the  senicNr  commanders  in  the  Company's  service,  and  who 
hes  had  great  experience  m  the  MedHermiean,  to  proceed  to  Ittily  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  inlormntion  on  those  points,  and  I  have  now  the  honour  to  transmit  to  yoii  i  opy 
of  tbat  officer 8  reports  to  tlie  directors  (A.  and  B.),  together  with  a  copy  of  a  leiter  (,C.) 
fimin  Mr.  J.  Nervegna  (brother  of  the  British  vice-consul  at  Brindisi),  an  Italian  gcntleuian 
who  possessee  coosidoiable  kn«iwUdge  of  tbe  locality,  and  is  now  on  a  visit  to  tbb 

country. 

Ill  case  the  Postmaster  General  should  decide  upon  establishing  a  mail  service  between 
Brindisi  and  Aiesandriat  tbe  directors  presume  ihat  tenders  will  be  invited  in  tbe  usual 
nnukner,  and  they  wUI  be  glad  to  have  the  opportunity  of  snbmitting  proposals  for  the 
service. 

Tb^  desire  me  to  state,  huvvever,  that  owing  to  tbe  diiiiculty  of  the  comaiunication  with 
ftfndisi,  especially  in  the  winter,  ai  which  ^eason  the  laigeat  number  of  passengers  are 
proceeding  to  and  from  the  East,  tht^  earnings  of  the  steamers  employed  on  the  line  would, 
doubtless,  be  very  small,  and,  unlike  most  ol  the  mad  services  earned  on  by  this  Company, 
the  cost  crfT  tbe  lerfiee  would  bare  to  he  boroe  almost  entirely  by  die  anbsidy. 

I  have,  Jbe* 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  (ligned)      C.  W,.  Hoteell, 

Qeneral  Post  Office.  Secretary. 


Encloiiuie  1,  iu  }io.  &3. 
(A.) 

ViraBi  Oaplrai  Jtokrer  to  Pemnaubr  and  Oriental  Steam  Nangalion  Company. 

Peninsnlar  and  Oriental  Steam  Kavigation  Comi>any, 
Offices,  Its,  Leadeohall-street,  I^ndon,  £.C., 
Gentlemen,  29  July  186a. 

In  submitting  for  your  perusal  a  report  upon  the  railway  conimuiiication  throughout 
Italy,  and  tbe  present  state  of  the  port  of  Briadisi,  I  beg  leave  to  express  the  ^iieral  cou- 
dosions  I  have  arrived  at  in  respect  to  tbe  esfabliaament  of  an  Indian  mail  ser? ica  through 
that  country;  ihe  small  Italian  railway  map  appended  heieto  will  much  ftcflitate  the 
examinHtion  of  the  subject. 

It  can  be  seen  at  a  glance  that  the  railway  ayslem  of  Italy  is  at  present  separated  front 
all  other  Continental  »tate3,  excepting  the  tortuous  line  connecting  Venice  with  Vienna; 
this,  it  may  be  safely  assumed,  is  too  much  in  an  easterly  direction  lo  offer  any  advantages 
over  the  route  via  Marseilles, 

The  diligence  coaauunication  maintained  between  France  and  Italy  over  Mont  Cenis 
has  always  been  subject  to  delays  and  interraptions  daring  tbe  winter  season, notwiibstand» 
inij;  the  excellent  orjranisation  of  this  service  by  the  Me-sBageries  ImpJriales;  this  being  the 
case,  the  English  engineer,  Mr.  Fell,  has  been  allowed  to  lav  down  an  experimental  line 
Upon  the  outer  edge  of  the  MontCienia  road,  one  £ii<^lish  mile  and  a  quarter  in  length,  on 
a  system  which  is  caicoiaied  to  overeoma  the  extraoidinary  but  nnaToidable  gradient  of 
1  in  IS. 

This  short  line  has  been  travelled  upon  by  competent  professional  men,  and  is  fnvourably 
spoken  of  {ue  also  tb«  Report  of  Captain  Tyler,  R.S.,  published  in  tbe  "  Times"  of  2Mh 
June). 

The  next  important  step  in  hand  is  to  obtain  the  joint  permission  of  the  French  and 
Italian  Governments  to  occupy  the  outer  third  of  the  road  witli  this  mountain  railway,  tbe 
length  ot  which  would  be  48  English  mile$.  Up  to  the  middle  of  June,  howew,  the  con- 
sent of  the  two  Governments  to  tKis  scheme  had  not  been  formally  obtained. 

Having  made  careful  inquiries  I  am  satisfied  that  at  least  a  year  will  be  occupied  in.  tbe 
construction  of  this  railway,  counting,  of  eonne,  fhmi  the  date  of  the  formal  pemiasiott 
being  granted. 

It  is  stated  that  the  line  in  constrnetion  between  Bolsano  and  Innsbruck,  to  effect  a 

junction  with  the  German  lines,  will  he  completed  in  about  two  years  from  the  present  time; 
ail  other  Itahan  railways  pointini^  northwards  arc  under  discussion;  conflicting  interests 
piavent  decided  action  win  rc^j^ect  io  tlicse  lines;  it  is,  therefore,  qiute  evident  that  a 
permanent  and  certain  communication  for  the  Indian  mmla  throughout  the  year  depends 

upon 
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apon  the  compleiion  and  neowifal  rafcioK  of  Mr*  F«UV  adntMp  or  the  jonoliaii  of  Bolflgna  App. 
and  Innsbruck.  ^ 
The  port  of  Brrodtsi  is  sttll  in  its  primitrve  state;  the  only  thing  accomplished  ib  the 

removal  of*  about  6  per  oeiit.  of  the  muddy  deposit,  wliicli  must  be  cleared  out  to  render 
the  harbour  practically  antilable.   None  of  the  projected  plans,  iucliidtng  breakwater, 

a Days,  and  dty  dock»,  nave  been  eommeneed ;  theie  is,  consequently,  nothing  done  to  meet 
le  actual  i«>quirements  of  a  mail  line. 
From  its  position,  this  nort  would  naturally  become  the  terminal  point  or  station  of 
Ihe  steana  alupe  employed  in  sucii  a  Itraneh  of  the  Indian  mail  service;  no  trade,  how- 
ever, exista  to  aaaiafc  in  meeting  the  oxpeaditare  involved  in  the  nuunCeQanee  of  an  efficient 
main  line. 

Considering  the  sanguine  views  entertained  by  t'le  Italians  as  to  the  futurL-  of  Brindisi,  it 
is  to  me  a  matter  of  surprise  that  tlie  Oovemment  determined  to  establish  the  railway  at 
this  port  (opened  last  May),  and  ftiled  tn  prosecuting,  at  the aame  time,  the  necessary  wofka 

for  rendering  an  excellent  harbour  available.  Until  this  is  done,  no  practical  views  can 
be  entertained  for  the  punctual  and  efficient  perforniancb  of  a  British  mail  servict;,  vid 
Brindisi 

To  meet  the  requirements  of  all  mail  contracts  a  dry  dock  cannot  be  dispensed  with,  and 
the  only  one  available  on  this  line  at  Alexandria  is  much  too  short  for  even  ordinary 
steanMia  of 800  tons. 

I  remain,  Sec* 

To  the  Managing  Diredtara.  (signed)  S.  Robtrt^ 


EnekMura    in  Ho*  6«. 

Copt  of  the  Keport  of  Captain  W.  H.  RoberU,  Commander  in  the  Peninsular  and 
Oriental  Steam  Navigation  Company's  Service,  to  the  Directors  of  the  Company. 

Peninanlar  and  Oriental  Steam  NaviLration  Company^  Oftoea, 
Gentlemen,  London,  26  Jnly  1865. 

I  HATS  the  honoor  to  report  that,  in  compltaRce  with  yonr  instmeticoB  of  tha  ITtli  of 

May,  I  le't  Marst'iiles  tor  Italy  on  the  'in\\  of  that  moBtfaf  and  kavo  made  a  general  exami- 
nation of  the  railways  and  porta  which  are  likely  to  be  broagbt  into  future  connection, 
aitber  directly  or  indirectly,  with  the  Overland  route  to  India. 

Proceedaig  coostwisf,  the  double  line  of  rniKvay  is  in  good  working  oidcr  between  Mar-  The  r«ilw»y  along  the 
scillcs  and  Toulon.    Froai  thence  to  Nice  the  cmbaukmeut  and  tunnels  are  adapted  for  a  ^^'^^'i^^^Ili, 
double  line,  but  at  present  only  a  single  line  is  complete.  IfauonJy. 

From  Nice  to  Genoa,  the  railway  works  follow  strictly  a  coast  line ;  the  mountains  of  will  tike  four  or 
tba  Maritime  Alps  here  strike  abruptly  into  the  see,  and  spread  theroselvea  aloofr  the  entire  f,Te  years  to  finish, 
coast,  even  beyond  Genoa;  the  rugi;cd  Uiitiire  of  ravines  and  inequality  of  surface  naturally  arui  wlien  corn- 
involve  a  fonnidabic  amount  ot  labour  and  exp«;uditure  of  money  in  the  coustrtiction  of  this  pleted  the  speed 
siny:Ie  line.    The  tunnels,  77  in  number,  are  fur  a  single  line  only,  and  are  ail  but  completed,  will  be  unequal  to 
The  entire  .ib'^ence  of  ievfl  ground,  however,  between  them  still  leaves  heavy  work  to  be  the  fsqnireaMntS 
done,  .>-ucb  n6  «iU  tiike  I'uur  or  five  years  lo  liinsb  when  itie  works,  now  suspended,  are  of amml iWIOC* 
I    ouiinenced  ;  and,  in  consequence  of  the  line  being  a  Keries  of  curves,  the  speed  of  the 
fastest  trains  will  ni»t  probably  exceed  an  average  of  16  iiogUsh  miles  per  hour  between 
lYice  and  Genoa. 

l-'roni  Oenoa  to  S[)ezia,  the  wortis  of  this  single  line  ;;re  also  su'^pended. 

Tine  iS.itisli  consul  at  Genoa  expresses  an  opiuiuu  quite  unfavourable  t  i  an  early  com-  FromOeaoato 
pUtioii  ol  It ;  iie  stated  that  uncertainty  prevailed  oooceming  future  operations;  this  opinion  Spezia. 
c<  iucitled  with  tisat  of  ihe  Marquis  Si  ria  Cassano,  admiiiiKinitor  of  the  railway  works  of 
tile  Kivii  ra.    lie  iitfumied  me  that  the  Italiau  couipauy  holding  ttie  co.ttract  brid  met  with 
the  gieatest  difficulties  near  Spesia,  the  mountains  to  be  tunnelled  being  formed  of  exceed-  From  Gonna  to 
iogly  hard  stnoe,  which  the  steam  machinery  brought  from  England  bad  fulled  to  break ;  Spesia  a  railway 
also,  that  gt'ologieal  formations  led  them  to  believe  that  the  fresh  water  observabfe  in  the  eomrnnnicatum 
Gull  (»f      i       lakes  its  souice  from  rcseivoits  in  tlie  inonniain  ranges  likely  to  be  picrc-ed  may  possibly  be 
by  the  present  scheme.    A  furnial  meeting  of  the  contractors  and  Govetument  officers  was  established  in  1870, 
to  be  held  on  the  llltb  of  June  to  deliberate  upon  the  advisability  of  makinga  detour  inland, 
so  as  to  avoid  the  present  diHicuUie!!.    Hi*  Kxcellency,  howevt  r,  added  tliiit,  in  bis  opinion, 
no  railway  coiumuiiiuaiiou  between  Genoa  and  Spezia  will  be  estabashed  belore  tae  year 
1870. 

On  arrival  at  Spesia,  I  made  a  curaoiy  examination  of  die  works,  and  was  aatiafied  tfaat 
they  were  really  abandoned  for  the  present 

The  railway  Muni  L»-i,hoin  to  Nunziaiclia  is  a  single  line;  the  mils  are  not  fished  at  the 
ends  tu  each  other.    I  his  is  an  exception  to  all  other  lines  I  travelled  upon  in  Italy. 

From  Nunziatella  to  Civita  Vecchia  a  break  occurs  of  42  English  miles.    This  portion  of  From  Nunzlatella 
the  line,  1  was  infcrnied  when  at  Tvoroe,  's  guaranteed  by  the  concessionaire  to  be  fini'^hed  to  Civita  Vecchia 
by  December  1860.    I  obi*cived  [ilacards  inviting  sub-eonti  actors  to  teider  forth  with  for  the  line  h  to  be 
ftny  piirtions  of  the  line  in  questiim.  """klf'^aift 

Prom  Civita  Vecchia  to  Rome  the  lailway  is  a  double  line,  in  good  working  condition.     c^mt  1806 

Prom  !Rome  to  Pfiqjlea  ia  a  single  lina  in  good  working;  order,  tha  enda  of  rails  being  pro- 
perly fished  tu  each  <miar  in  the  usual  manner. 
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App.  1^0  U 
ThfportofNapIei. 


Tlie  odIj  dry 

dock  at  Naples  u 
923  feet  long. 

Naplesand  Ancona 
through  Rome  will 
hare  railway  com- 
municatioD  with 
each  otlier  at 
tenninationof  dM 


Th«jn«tent  eom> 

munication  nvcr 
Mont  Cenis  is 
reg^ular  during  fine 
weather. 


Hr.  FdTi  esperi- 
nMDt  ikfmmo]/ 
■poken  of  will 

occupy  at  iesBt  a 
year  to  complete 
counting  from  time 
of  concewion 
which  had  not  been 
obtained  in  middle 
of  June  last  (i8(}5). 
Tile  railw  ay  from 
Susa  to  Bologna 
not  at  present  in 
good  order. 


NeTcrtbeless  a 
speed  of  S5  miles 
per  boor  could  bo 


AFrSKDIX  TO  KSrOKT  W&OJL  XOS 


With  respect  to  the  port  of  Naples,  the  deepest  part  of  the  port  is  within  il)e  Mole,  near 
the  entrance.  The  space  adapteil  for  ships  drawing  20  feet  of  water  is  very  limited,  and  i« 
listuiUy  occupied  by  italiui  men-o^war.  A  large  mail  ship  woold  of  neceisity  bring  up  % 
little  outside  the  entrance.  An}  occasional  ditiiculty  of  bad  weather  eouU  be  oiwicome  by 
the  use  of  a  steam-lug,  to  iatid  and  receive  mails  and  p.-issengers. 

The  only  dry  dock  of  this  jxji  t  in  within  the  arsenal,  an  old  stone  construction,  liaving 
keel  blocks  upon  the  old  plao.  The  dock  is  doeed  by  a  caiasoon,  and  the  entire  length  thue 
enclosed  is  22S  feet. 

In  describinL:  the  preient  :in>i  future  pro>|)ects  in  respect  to  a  mail  communication  via 
rs'aples,  it  is  necessary  to  add  that  a  single  railway  hue  is  in  progress  between  Goreae  Orte 
Fuligno  and  Aneona,  which  It »  eonfldently  affirmed  will  b«  ci>mp(eted  in  December  of  thia 
yt  ar;  the  west  and  cast  coasts  will  thereby  be  connected.  It  is  stated,  hnwever,  by  an 
experienced  Italian  engineer  that  the  probable  speed  will  not  exceed  15  English  miles  per 
hour,  aa  tbe  inclhies  are  rety  heevy  acroee  the  AppeniaeiL 


From  Bologna  to 
Brindisi  railway  in 
good  order. 


Present  low  rate  of 
•peed  will  be 
accelerated  In  the 

spring  of"  1 86fi  to 
48  miles  per  hour 
including 

Stoppages. 


Tbe  resnlar  commnnteation  between  France  and  Italy  by  Mont  Cenis  m  three  times  each 

way  per  24  lioiirs,  and  is  pci  f  nod  by  the  dihgences  ot"  the  Messnfjjeries  Tmp^riales  between 
St.  Michel!  and  Susa.  Other  subordinate  communications  are  kept  up  daily.  The  time 
VBOally  token  by  the  Messatreries  Imp^rialcs,  under  favourabk  circomstances,  varioB  between 
ei^ht  and  ten  hours.  The  length  ot  road  is  81  kilometres,  or  50  fingliell  statute  RuleSy 
uiuintauicd  in  excellent  condition. 

The  present  interesting  ex(>eriment  of  Mr.  Fell  is  working  upon  the  outer  edge  of  the 
road,  on  the  French  side  of  tlie  mountain,  a  short  distance  above  Lanslebouig.  In  additioo 
to  tbe  detailed  report  ih^reon  by  Captain  Tyler,  r.b.,  to  tbe  Board  uf  Trade,  published  in 
the  "Times"  of  tlie  -^nth  '  f  June,  I  have  heard  it  favourably  spoken  of  by  French  engineers 
and  others.  It  is  considered  probable  that  Mr.  Fell,  who  is  supported  by  the  influence  of 
Sir  .Tames  Hnd<on  with  the  Italian  Government,  will  very  shortly  obtain  the  necessary  con- 
cession from  the  two  G<>vernment<i  to  construct  liis  single  line  of  railway  f^vcr  Mont  Cenis. 
I  was  informed  by  an  Engli-^ii  engineer  at  Turin  connected  wiih  Mr.  Fell,  that  a  ytar's  hard 
work  would  probably  accoicplish  the  laying  down  of  the  permanent  way. 

From  Sasa  to  Turin  is  a  good  single  line  of  miiway,  the  material  well  Isid,  and  the  rails 
fished  to  each  other  in  the  usual  manner.  Distance  from  Susa  to  Turin  64  kilomifares,  or 
83)  English  statute  miles. 

The  Itiilian  company,  now  occupying  the  entire  line  between  Susa  and  Bologna,  have 
but  lately  (about  two  months)  been  in  posscfsion  of  the  greater  poriion  of  it.  Their 
inannc;ing  cnctneer,  .Monsieur  AmilhHti,  a  French  gentleman,  informed  me  that  much  of  the 
peiujancnt  way  wjis  not  in  good  order,  and  that  he  did  not  expect  to  complete  all  proper 
repairs  under  two  \  eiirs.  He  was  nevertheless  satisfied  that  within  a  few  months  an  avenge 
speed  of  40  kilometres,  or  2i  £ngiisb  miles,  including  stoppegcit,  could  be  established. 

From  Turin  to  Alessandria  is  a  doable  line  of  railway,  tbrougli  a  generally  levnl  country, 
without  Iniiuels.  Fr<jni  thence  to  Kolorrna  is  a  pinr^le  line,  havmii;  ati  cnibanknjeiit  for  a 
double  line  ot  raih ;  the  inclines  are  small,  and  the  line  otherwise  adapted  for  a  good  avcmge 
speed.    The  distance  from  Turin  to  Bologna  is  335  kilom^res,  or  2U8  English  miles. 

From  Bo'ogna  to  Brindisi  is  a  single  line  of  railway;  no  embankment  or  other  arrange- 
ment made  for  a  double  line,  excepting  that  the  first  of  the  three  tunutis  on  the  line  (being 
a  little  south  of  Fesaro)  has  a  double  set  of  rails  laid  down  throughout  its  length,  ami  IS 
need  as  occasion  requires.  I  was  informed  by  Signor  Ruva,  the  engineer  and  managur  d 
die  whole  line,  at  [)resent  residing  at  Foggia,  that  all  the  sleepers  of  the  permanent  way 
were  impregnated  with  creosote.  I  observed  likewise  that  aU  the  end>  of  the  rails  are  fished 
to  each  other  in  the  u-uhI  manner,  and  tlierefore  inter  from  general  appearuuces  that  the 
line  is  well  conditioned  throughout  its  whole  length.  This  gentleman  also  stated  that  he 
intended  running  the  direct  or  express  trains  at  an  average  of  45  kilometres,  or  28  Fn^lisfi 
miles,  per  hour,  the  whole  length  of  their  line,  that  is  fiom  Brindisi  to  Bolognu,  and  vice 
versA,  commencing  in  May  ne.xt,  the  present  low  rate  of  speed  being  simply  a  precautionary 
measure  to  allow  time  for  the  settling  of  the  line,  and  the  necessary  expenence  to  be  acquired 
by  a  staff  for  the  most  part  new  10  toe  operations  of  a  railway.  He  felt  confident  that  four 
direct  trains  per  24  hour^  could  be  cstablishi  d  n«  .v:  s))ring  nt  intervals  of  six  hours,  and 
that  sp4-cial  arrangeinents  would  be  willingly  entered  into  by  both  railway  companies  10 
prevent  unnecessary  delay  of  tite  English  mails  tbrougiiout  these  Italian  lines  from  Brindisi 
to  Su«a. 

It  is  here  necessary  to  note,  (hat  from  Ortona  to  Vasto,  a  distance  uf  4G  kilonuares,  or 
28  English  miles,  the  embankment  skirting  the  sea-coast  is  not  in  good  order.  I  nbsern^, 
however,  tl)st  adequate  work  was  progressmg  to  remedy  all  that  appears  to  be  faulty. 


Tib  Porv  op  Bmmdisl 

The  port  of  The  greater  part  of  the  outer  harbour  is  exposed,  more  particularly  to  gales  from  the 

Brindisi  \»  in  its  northn-a*!.  The  Petsgne  Inlands  are  too  distant  to  check  completely  the  swell  produced 
primitive  state.       by  this  »nd  other  winds  Irom  a  northerly  direction. 

I  :  in  of  <;[nni(  n  that  two  breakwaters  at  least  are  absolutely  necessary  for  the  security  of 
this  outer  port,  one  to  join  the  quarantine  or  Fort  Island  to  tiie  mainland,  and  the  other  to 

be 
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be  tbrowD  out  in  an  easterly  direction  from  Fort  Island.  Without  these  improvements  easy 
and  ccrtiin  rnmmunication,  under  all  circumstances  of  wind  and  weather,  wouJd  not  esi4t» 

a  primary  necessity  for  any  important  mail  service. 

The  formation  of  tlie  inner  h;iibour  ensures  sniuolli  water  under  all  circumstances  of  wind 
and  weather,  presenting  thus  far  every  natural  advuita^e  for  a  mail  service.  In  iU  present 
state,  however,  neither  branch  of  this  inner  harbour  m  antilable,  in  oomequenee  of  the 
accumulation  ofnTitl  (iurinu-  numy  tiges  v/hich  has  reduced  the  depth  of  water  much  below 
the  requirements  of  sieaiu-sliips.  I  was  iofurmcd  by  good  authority  at  Brmdisi  that  dredg- 
ing operations  comniencc<l  the  middle  of  laat  March.  Aa  n  fiiir  estimate,  I  am  of  opinion 
thut  the  quantity  of  muddy  deposit  removed  docs  not  exceed  5  per  cent,  of  the  entire 
work  uece^ry  to  give  an  uuiform  depth  of  seven  metres,  or  22  feet  11  inches  Eiii<litih, 
throughout  the  two  branches  of  the  inner  liarbonr.  Tins  rough  e.stitniite  is  based  upon  the 
soanaWs  I  noted  when  acoompanied  by  Louis  Cafiero,  the  Coverament  pilo^  also  upon 
penonal  observations  st  other  times. 

!t  is  evidently  in  the  interests  of  this  valuable  port  th.it  the  work  of  dred<^ing  should  be 
pursued  with  renewed  vigour.  Extra  labour  could  with  great  advantaa;e  be  employed  durmg 
the  sammer  months,  thus  increasing  the  present  limited  menns  applied  to  this  moat  nigent 
nece«siiy. 

The  indispensable  apjxjndage  of  n  dry  dock  to  a  mail  port  does  not  exist;  an  abundiatu)' 
of  material  is,  however,  at  hand  tu  form  fir^t-c!^ss  docks.  The  termination  of  the  easterner 
smaller  branch  naturally  offers  every  facility  for  such  a  work,  which  should  be  commenced 
at  once;  the  deepening  of  the  port  and  construction  of  dry  docks  woutd  thus  progress 
together. 

There  is  a  tendency  in  Italy  to  originate  plans  having  (or  their  object  many  important 
improvement^  tor  the  general  welfare  of  the  country.  Upon  the  adopti  ii,  however,  of  such 
plans,  the  pnc  tii  al  working  out  of  the  same  is  either  neglected  or  ntjj<eifeci]y  attended  to  : 
the  conseque.ncc  is,  with  a  people  having  but  little  experience  in  sucii  matters,  that  exag- 
gerated notions  prevail  as  to  the  rate  of  progress  inadc,  especially  in  the  matter  of  pubhc 
worlu,  the  port  of  Brmdisi  included,  in  fact,  no  project  of  any  kind  bad  been  oommenced 
there  up  to  the  ISth  of  last  month,  except  the  dredging  already  alladed  to,  which  is  in  the 
hands  of  a  French  contmctor,  wlio  np  to  that  time  was  taking  matters  very  easily. 

During  interviews  lu  Florence  with  Signer  Jacini,  the  Minister  of  Public  Works,  I  ven- 
tured to  point  out  the  little  that  had  really  been  done,  and,  above  all,  the  necessity  of  eon- 
structini;  dry  dockn  and  quays  without  further  delay.  His  lepiie?;  were  in  substance  that 
the  Italian  Government  wai>  dehcieat  of  money,  and  that  the  better  plan  would  be  for  the 
eompany  to  make  a  dock  in  accordance  with  their  own  necessities,  he  having  n^mnt  of  six 
millioaB  of  francs,  to  be  expended  at  the  rate  of  a  million  and  a  half  per  annum  m  works  for 
the  improvement  of  thts  pfNt.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the  Itihan  Government  would 
readily  facilitate  j4i  arrangement,'*  haviuL:  in  view  the  establishment  of  the  cunipatiy's  shipi 
at  Briudisi,  and  reminded  me  that  the  (ioverament  was  at  present  >till  unfettered  with  coa- 
traetors,  and  for  his  part  he  preferred  entering  into  arrangements  with  a  company  whose 
interest<4  would  evidently  be  connected  with  the  poct  rather  than  with  Contractors  whose 
principal  object  was  pecuniary  proOt. 

On  my  return  from  Brindisi  i  wrote  the  Ministerial  his  OWn  Kquest,  «  BUmmary  of  my 
intended  report,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereto  annexed. 

I  have,  &c. 

To  the  Mamging  Ditecton.  (signed)      fF,  M,  RaberU. 


No  dry  dock  exist- 
ing or  even  oom- 
menced. 


Very  little  done  up 
to  13  June  1665. 

The  Minister  of 
FubltcWorks  would 
prefer  that  the 
Company  should 
undertake  the  eon- 
straction  of  dnr 
docks  rather  than 
contractors. 

Has  60,000  /,  to 
expend  per 
in  works  of  this 
port. 


To  His  Excellency  the  Minister  of  Public  Worics,  Florence. 

Sir,  '1\  June  1865. 

IIavino  had,  duiing  my  interviews  with  your  Excellency,  the  honour  of  exidaining  the 
nature  and  purport  of  my  visit  to  this  country,  under  instructions  from  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  I^eninsular  and  Oriental  Steam  Navigation  Company,  I  take  the  liberty  of  submitting 
for  your  Excellency's  information  the  substance  of  a  report  which  I  shall  have  10  lay  before 
these  genttciijeu  on  my  return  to  London,  having,  spei  i.il  reference  to  the  railway  betivcen 
Bologna,  Ancona  and  Brmdisi,  and  the  loC'il  udvantage>  of  the  latter  port  as  a  point  of 
dmartnre  and  arrival  for  the  ships  o>  the  Indian,  China,  and  Anstialmn  mail  scrvicea. 

The  railway  is  a  single  line  throughout  its  entire  length  from  Brindisi  to  Bologna,  and 
appears  to  be  well  constructed,  the  material  being  sound  and  siibstaiuial.  Tiie  average 
speed  1  experienced  accorded  with  tliat  of  the  advertised  rate,  viz.,  about  30  kilometres,  or 
3U  English  statute  miles  per  hour  for  direct  trains,  and  about  26  kilometres,  or  about 
\b\  English  statute  miles  per  hour  for  ommbus  trains. 

Signer  Ruva  informed  me  that  about  May  next  he  intended  to  increase  the  sj)eed  of  the 
trains  very  considerably,  say  -4r>  kilometies,  or  28  English  statute  miles  per  hour,  including 
stoppagei^  fiw  direct  trains,  and  a  proportionate  increase  for  omnibns  trams. 

During  my  ?tny  at  Brindisi  of  three  and  a  half  days  I  made  a  personal  examination  of 
the  outer  and  inner  harbours.  The  result  has  satisfied  me  that  the  port  is  easy  of  access  at 
night  time  for  steamships,  and  the  three  lights  are  well  placed  for  ;:uidmg  ships  of  any  clnsB 
.or  size  into  port  under  adverse  circumstances,  such  as  dark  blowy  weather. 

At  present  the  outer  port  is  not  available  for  the  permanent  use  of  steamships  requiring 
easy  and  secnracomnMinieatioiiwith  the  shore,  a  primary  neeesiily  in  fespect  to  an  imponant 
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Afip.  No.  1.      mail  Borrico.    To  insare  thef  requirements  under  all  circumstances  of  wind  and  weather, 
breakwaters  and  qnavs  must  be  consimcied,  none  of  which  are  comaieiiGad  up  to  this  date. 

The  formation  of 'the  inner  harbour  cnsnrea  anooth  water  wnditr  aU  cinaiiistBBeei  of 
wind  and  weather,  presenting:  thus  far  every  natural  advantage  for  a  mail  service.  In  its 
present  state,  however,  neitiier  bianch  of  tiiia  inner  harbour  is  available,  in  connequence  of 
the  accumulated  mud  of  ages,  which  has  reduced  the  depth  of  water  much  below  the  requin^ 
aenta  of  atemmahip*.  I  waa  ia&rawd  by  competent  authority  at  Brindisi  that  dredging 
'Opervtums  camMnneed  the  middle  of  last  March.  As  a  fair  estimate,  I  am  of  opinion  that 
the  quantify  of  muddy  deposite  removed  does  not  exceed  5  per  cent,  of  the  entire  quantity 
necesBMry  to  give  an  uniform  depth  of  seven  metres,  or  22  &et  11  ioohrs  English,  thruugb- 
oiit  the  two  branchea  of  Ae  inner  liarboar.  This  rough  estitnate  is  based  upon  the  flonnd- 
iogs  I  noted  \\hfi\  accompanied  by  Louis  Cafipra,  the  Government  pilot,  also  upon  personal 
obeervaiioQ  ut  other  timcij.  It  is  evidently  in  the  interests  of  this  valuable  port  that  t&e 
work  of  dredging  should  be  pun>aed«ith  leDewed  vigour.  £xtra  labour  could  be  with  great 
advuitage  employed  during  the  summer  months,  thua  increaaing  tite  preient  limited  maans 
applied  to  diia  most  urgent  necessity. 

The  indispensable  aiipcndage  of  u  dry  clock  to  ;i  mail  port  docs  not  <  xist;  ati  ahundaiic^ 
of  material  ia,  however,  at  band  to  form  first-class  docks.  The  termination  of  the  Eastern 
or  amaUer  branch  natorally  o£Pers  every  ftcility  Ibr  sodi  a  work,  which  abould  be  oom- 
menced  at  once.  The  deepening  of  the  port  and  construction  of  dry  docks  would  thus  progress 
together,  and  in  a  comparatively  short  time  render  available  a  pori  tttoond  to  none  for  the 
great  oommeroe  of  the  eaetero  world. 

I  remain,  &c. 
(^jgned)       W.  H.  JRttiertt. 


EndMare  a,  in  No.  58. 

(B.) 

Frmu  Captain  Eettrta  to  the  PenioMiIw  and  Oriental  Sleam  Nav^ion  Company. 

Gentlemen,  Borton,  Bridporf,  0  September 

It  hnsi  occurred  to  me  sincf  I  left  London  on  the  SOtb  ulttino,  that  a  I'vw  words  at  Hnt 
prpsf^ni  timi-  on  paper,  respecting  the  Brindisi  route,  may  not  be  out  of  place.  . 

\V(  kiioM  that  the  Italians  are  doing  all  in  their  power  to  engage  tlie  attention  of  tbo 
British  pablic,  in  the  interest^  of  tlie  Brindisi  route,  which  can,  without  a  doubt,  be  so  per* 
fected  as  to  become  the  most  expeditious  communication  between  London  and  Alexandria. 
At  |)rosf-nl  the  loose  stateiiu nts  of  newspaper  correspondents,  casnal  travellers,  and  directly 
interested  persons,  tend  to  deceive  the  public  in  respect  lo  the  practical  state  of  things.  U 
would,  therefore,  be  a  move  in  the  risht  direetion  if  the  Poatmaster  Qenera)  were  to  send  a 
corapt  tcnt  employ^  to  reside  at  the  Hotel  Imp6rial  at  Lanstebourg  (situated  at  the  base  of 
the  mountain  on  the  French  side),  duiing  the  ensuing  four  or  six  months,  to  oute  the  time 
taken  for  each  daily  mail  service  by  the  dit^nee  over  Mont  Ceins.  An  intimate  knowledge 
migitt  thus  beobtain«  d  directly  by  the  Government  of  the  delays  and  difficulties  experienced 
durinr;  one  winter,  and  in  this  way  a  sound  judgment  can  lie  arrived  at  concerning  the  dia- 

Euted  p'  int.  whether  a  punctual  communication  is  kept  up  during  the  winter  months 
etween  Prunce  und  Italy  over  Mont  Cenis  or  not.  I  fully  believe  that  inquiries  made  on 
the  epot  could  not  produce  reliable  information,  as  the  Interests*  fancied  or  real,  of  the  inha- 
bitants w.  ntd  only  bring  about  conflicting  atatements;  hence  the  nec«Bsity«  therefore,  of  the 

plan  I  |>ropose. 

If  the  diligence  communication  ta  not  found  nifBcientlv  regular,  the  |iub[lc  moat  patiently 
alnde  the  completion  of  Mr.  Fell's  proposed  mountain  railway,  which  will  occupy  more  than 
a  yrar  in  construction,  counting  from  the  time  that  the  concession  from  the  French  and 
Italian  Cjovcninicnts  shall  be  ubtttined. 

The  railway  froui  Sush  (the  Italian  side  of  the  uiountain)  to  Brindisi  is  714  miles  in 
kngth ;  there  ia  really  no  difficnitiea  to  be  met  with  ht  this  part  of  the  eommnnicatioii; 
steeping  cars,  1  know,  are  being  made  fo   ineliorufe  tlie  fatigue  of  the  jouri  ey. 

As  to  the  port  of  Brindisi,  liie  Italian  Governmeut  is  iocliued  to  overvalue  its  importance, 
nod  as  tlic  reduction  of  the  military  expenditure  ia  determined  upon,  thdr  iacroaaed  activity 
at  tbis  port  is  likely  to  continue. 

1  be  time  occupied  is  now  the  invariable  sUuidard  »pplied  in  testing  these  matters.  It  stands 
thus:— 

Mim. 

London  Bridge  to  Si.  Michel  -  --  •.-28  40 
St.  Miehel  over  Mount  Cenis  (50  miles)  to  Siisa  «  •  -  9  40 
Suaa  to  Brindisi,  114  miiea,  at  26  miles  per  hour  •  -  -  28  80 
Transporting  maila  from  railway  to  mail  ateamer  ...  l  so 
From  Brindisi  to  Aleiandria,  835  milea,  at  11^  knola     .      -     72  o 

Mmm  ...  140  M 
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Or  6  days,  20  hours,  2U  minutes.  In  a  general  way,  we  may  say  that  the  communication 
mi  MaiseUlesw  about  ei^^tdays.  It  behorea  na,  I  thinki  to  'ezamme  from  time  to  time  tlie 
•tate  of  thn  qneation. 

Tlie  Indian  overland  mail^  !( :i\  r  T  i  ,Tr>n  Bridge  at  eifrht  p.m.,  and  would,  by  the  Brindisi 
route,  arhve  at  Alexandria  i^bout  iive  p.m.  of  toe  sixth  day,  in  time  to  be  forwarded  forth- 
iriik  9y  ttalfnj  tnm  to  Saas. 

I  am,  Sic. 

The  Managing  Directors  of  the  (signed)       W.  S.  RoberU,  ' 

Paainsntar  and  OricDtal  Steam  Narigation  Company. 


BnoloMUv  4,  in  Noi*  fiS^ 
(C) 

Vnm  J,  HfmrgHo,  E§q.,  Brother  to  Ucr  Britaanic  Hajcs^  IHee  Conaol,  Brindin. 

r 

To  Aa  Man^n^  Diractora  of  the 
Peninaalar  and  'Oriental  bteam  Navigation  Compauyf 

Gentlemen,  London. 

I  HAVE  attentively  read  the  Report  of  Captain  Roberts  about  the  Italian  railways  and 
the  port  ofBci  idisi.  I  aun  not  of  his  opinion  about  the  actual  state  of  the  said  \njrx,  which 
be  thinks  not  suitable  "  for  the  requirements  of  mail  steamers."  1  havt-  been  ttiicnt  tor  the 
Austrian  Lloyd  from  1847  to  1800,  during  which  period  of  13  years  the  Lloyd's  steanur.H 
came  twice  a  week  to  Brindisi,  and  anchored  at  the  outer  haihoar,  and  1  never  remember 
tkait  thejF  w«ffe  once  prerented  hmding  mails  or  passengers  on  aoeonnt  of  rough  na»  aud  An 
terviee  was  always  regularly  carried  on. 

This  one  fact  is  sufficient  to  confute  Captain  Roberts'  opinion,  "that  so  long  as  the  port 
of  Brindisi  remiina  aa  rt  is  now,  no  practical  views  can  be  eniertained  for  the  ponetuat  and 
efficient  performance  of  a  British  mail  servi  e." 

The  last  news  1  have  (torn  Bria4iai  arc,  liiat  in  a  few  months  there  will  be  20  feet  liepili 
of  water  at  the  canal  between  the  two  harbours;  and,  therefore,  your  steamers  being  able 
to  go  into  the  inner  harbonr,  the  aaaertion  of  Captain  Roberts,  **  that  a  certain  and  easy 
«oiMmniieation  nnder  all  einanstaneee  of  a  tad  and  weather,  tvhieh  ia  the  primary  necessity 
for  any  iniportaul  mail  .serNice,  is  nut  po^hible,"  would  entirely  disappear. 

Speaking  plainly,  it  seeuifi  to  me  thai  you  are  very  inditliereat,  and  look  very  coldly  at  the 
project  made  to  you,  of  establish a  weekly  oonmmaieation,  by  swift  and  not  too  large 

steamers,  between  Brindisi  and  Alexandria. 

I  think  the  matter  is  worthy  of  a  great  deal  mure  cun.sideratiou  than  you  imafi^ine. 

That  is  the  shortest  route  from  India,  China,  Australia,  to  England,  therefore  it  is  not 
only  to  be  considered  in  its  detached  importance,  or  in  its  isolated  profit,  but  as  an  auxiliary, 
and  a  completing  of  yonr  lines  in  Juria,  by  which  yon  wonid  enjoy  an  undispntelde  advaa- 
t.i^e  over  the  French  steamers,  heing  able  to  offer  a  duwter,  mora  agneabla^aod  lessespen- 
sive  route  to  passengers  and  mails. 

The  Italian  Government  being  at  present  well  disposed  to  encoorage  vour  company  in 
every  way  in  facilitating  the  establishment  of  such  a  communication,  I  lliinic  thi  ^  i  -  the  true 
time  to  ask  of  it,  and  get  from  it,  all  you  may  require,  and  which,  pejhiips,  wUi  Ije  too  late 
to  he  obtained  if  you  do  not  quickly  decide. 

I  think  it  is  indispensable  to  get  from  the  Itahan  Government  a  pan  of  the  inner  har- 
bour, or  the  so  csUed  "  FUune  Pkct4»t^  to  make  Aere  a  dry  dock,  and  dl  bnildinga 
required  for  aa  important  maritime  anaUishmcnt;  1  say  important^  tot  the  loUowinig 
renfions  :— 

The  Italian  Govenment  haa  no  dry  dock  wherein  to  repair  its  men-o^war;  that  it  ia 

obli;^ed  to  send  to  Prancfi;  but  if  Brindisi  would  offer  sufiici^nt  accommodations,  no  doubt 
the  Italian  Goverumtnt  would  avail  itaelt  of  ihem,  aud  it  would  be  advisable  to  try  if  the 
said  Governmeat  wuttld  be  disposed  to  grant  a  certain  yaaily  amount  of  work  to  the 
oompaoY. , 

Besides  which,  Brindisi  being  sitnated  at  the  entrance  to  the  Adriatic  and  opposite  to 
Oreece,  would  afford  great  advaiilau;es  hotli  U)  Italian  and  Grtek  shipowners,  and,  perhaps, 
to  Dalmatian  also,  to  repair  there  their  vessels,  if  they  can  be  supplied  with  eveiy  want. 

My  conchisioa  is,  therefore— 

ist.  Brindisi  and  ita  port  ata  sntaMe  and  adapted  for  the  performance  of  a  mail 

service. 

2nd.  To  estiiblisii,  as  soon  as  posi^ible,  a  line  of  steamers  between  Alexandria  and 
Brindisi,  by  which  ihe  company  can  strike  the  strong  competition  of  tiie  Frewsh 
steamen,  and  avoid  another  new  company  to  be  formed  (as  is  wluspeied)« 

8rd.  The  boildingof  a  diy  dock  ought  to  be  oonriderad  not  only  necessary,  or  nseittl, 
for  the  wants  cf  the  company,  but  in  ilasif  fwald  be  a  good  apaonlntiao,  aa  I  laid 
above. 

I  remain,  &c 

Brindisi,  22  Anguai  I6es.  (signed)      J,  Ntn^puu 
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App.  No.  1.  No.  54. 

Mr.  Allan  to  the  Secretary  to  tlic  Post  OflBce. 

Peainsular  and  Oriental  Steam  Navisjation  Company, 
Offices,  122,  Lpadenhall-sireet,  Louden,  ivC, 
Sii,  October  18«5. 

ii£i'£BRiKO  to  tiie  documents  whicb  I  had  the  honour  to  trdnstnit  to  you  on  14th  ultimo, 
nlative  to  the  propoMd  adoption  of  Brindisi  as  the  port  fbr  londmp^  and  embarking  the 
Iiulini:  mu'ls,I  nm  now  desircH  hy  the  cHrci  tr,r~  to  i  iicIoao  n  Tn'jlc  wliich  I'.as  bf>en  prepared 
by  Captain  W.  11.  Roberts,  ilie  gt  iitleman  deputt;d  to  vis  t  Italy  tor  the  purpose  of  reporting 
nn  the  suhject,  containing  a  variety  of  infoltnation  relative  to  the  commuDicntion  between 
London  and  Brindisi,  which  the  direeUMrs  think  may  be  iuterestiog  to  the  Postmaater 
General. 

1  have,  &c. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Qeuerol  Post  Office.  (signed)      Jot.  Allan. 


Enclosure  in  Ko.  54. 

THE  MAIL,  or  "Direct"  Communication  at  present  between  Lovdon  ami  Brindisi, 
through  Paris,  Marou,  St.  Michel  over  Mont  Cents,  through  Turiv,  Alessandria^ 
Piaeeiiza,  Bohgna,  Aucona,  Foggia,  and  Bari,  is  once  every  24  hour*,  the  full  par- 
ticulars, if  we  oommenee  with  a  day  of  the  wedcj  ere  w  folhiwe:  TioM  ocevpiedy 
71  hoars  3S  miautee ;  length  of  the  joutnej,  1>494  miles. 
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iVf><e. — The  contmol  Italian  mail  steamera  of  the  Societa  Peirano  Danovars  e  Conipania,  carry  out 
in  fine  weather  a  speed  of  11  knots  per  hour  and  over,  on  the  weat  find  east  coast*  of  luly,  and  con- 
template ninnii.L;  <  n  the  Brindisi  and  Alexandria  line. 

When  the  coast  railwsj  from  Risgio  ^in  the  Straits  of  Messina)  to  Brindtti  is  completed,  the 

» BfuMiUaa^inteBd  laadioff  their  bememvd  ladian  myb  at  ibe 


Me«sag«rie8  ImpMdeii  M  rairfe  to 
ftnner  port. 

Hie  atMnen  of  fbe  Sodeta  ABoaima  Italiaiia,  Adriatiao  Orientalei,  oCbenriee  Hewn.  Palmer  and 

Co.,  at  present  running  between  Ancona,  Brindisi,  and  Aloiatidria,  are  abwlit  600 
180  bono  power;  too  small  for  mail  commuoications  of  the  present  day. 


RiMAmxa. 

Hie  averafe  mean  rale  at  pnaent  maintained,  according  to  this  statement,  for  the  daily  nail 
between  London  and  Brindiai,  is  SO-00  miles  per  hour,  including  the  stoppages  noted. 

If  the  Fieneh  OoTenuaent  ie  notaBwiUiiig,  there  exiatao  pnurtical  difficulty  against  a  future  in- 
erease  of  fh«  pnautt  nrte  «f  speed  becweaft  Bnis  and  St.  MioheL  say  firom  28  to  27  mUes  per 
ho  ir.  including  stoppagsi^ ttetwirtiitiiiidiiig  iSbaX  Um  78  nOei  ftsmCBles  to  St.  Miohd  is  «iktT  • 

single  line  as  yet. 

The  commnni  cation  from  St.  Miehal  |o  Snsa  is  orer  Mont  Cenis,  by  diligenee:  this  is  tbe  weak 
point  of  tbe  Bfindisi  loirts^  aad  bowifer  ptrti  uiar  the  piiBBg  inqidMr  nuqr  ba^  tbff*  are  eo  :i:nny 
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Afp,  Hoi,  u     P*f''  ^  ^       wboM  iiit«n»t%  fiiaaied  or  real,  tstnpl  tham  to  glw  ow  tba  diffioaltiaa  and  pro* 
Wble  Mayt  of  tba  wintar  woBdia,  Ibat  it  baaottea  imposiibla  to  gleao  tboa  haatily  the  ftieta  of  tha 

ease;  if,  therefore,  reliable  inforaiadon  ia  required  bj  the  Goreroment  conoeraing  the  puactunlitv  or 
otberwifto  of  the  preaeat  means  of  commimioation  over  Monl  Cenis,  the  only  sure  n  :iy  of  arriving  at 
such  knowledge,  will  be  to  send  iv  comphtent  cinplojO  lo  Lunslebour^',  situiitud  lU  tlie  ba-o  of  the 
mountain  oo  the  Franoh  aida,  and  another  to  Su«a  on  the  Italian  side,  to  note  the  arriraia  and  dapar- 
tnna  of  tha  dittgwiwa  aaab  da/  daring  lib«  anaaing*  Aur  or  fir*  OMmtht  of  wiotar. 

In  the  inoDdl  of  July  (fine  weather),  I  txarelled  fi«M  Son  l»  Miebal  bj  the  ordinary  dili^eooa 
ia  eight  hours ;  we  left  Suaa  foUy  loaded  with  paiaangen,  fMjsgage^  fro. ;  to  aseend  the  mountain,, 
from  14  to  eight  bonei  and  mam  ware  employedi  tba.deaoaat  was  perlbraiad  with  Ibvr,  and  ooo»» 
aiooallj  two  t»]j. 

One  mil(  nnd  a  quurter  of  Mr.  (Ws  mountain  system  of  railway  is  laid  down  a  little  above 
Lanslebourgi  fon  i^n  engineers  nnJ  others  report  Tory  fsTourably  of  it.  (See  also  Captain  Tyler,  a.e. 
report  to  the  Board  ot  Trade,  piilili.slu'd  in  the  ''Times"  of  JOtli  June)  The  projectors  of  this 
aoheiue  bold  to  the  option  that  their  system  of  railway  will  ensure  puaetuality,  and  at  least  double 
tilM  pmcnt  apaed  over  Aa  moaniain  tbronghont  liia  year. 

Competent  eagliieera  boliore  dmt  the  work  of  toonentng  Mont  Cenia  will  yat  oacap7  aght  at  aia» 

years. 

The  714  miles  of  railway  from  Susa  to  Urindisi,  is  eommentod  upon  in  detuii  in  my  report,  dated 
9fitb  July  IHSS,  the  gradienta  being  vary  .nnuU,  the  pre.%nt  average  of  21*53  uiihi  pur  hour  may  be 
eaaily  increased  to  SS  or  aometbiag  morei,  and  I  fully  believe  tbia  inoreaae  will  take  plaoa  in  the  apriqg 
of  next  year. 

The  woilc  of  deepening  the  Port  of  Briadin  ie  aimpty  dredging  oat  the  mad    tbia  baa  been  ia 

operation  since  last  March. 

No  dry  duok  was  in  azistence  the  middle  of  U«t  June  j  I  consider  tUa  a^uaot  indiepeoaaUe  for 
the  efficiency  of  mail  abips;  the  expenaea  of  »  ^1  aarnee  between  Brindiet  and  Alasandria  would 
lie  maeb  inereaaed  if  eambiiahed  without  die  oannmieiiae  ofa  dry  dock  at  Briodisi. 

The  distance  from  Brindisi  to  AlexMidrU  !■  8S4  mwiical  miiea,  that  ia  83  beait  94  mbatea,  «t  10 

knots  per  hour. 

The  average  rate  of  the  mail  trnina  oonvoying  Her  Mi^aat/a  Malla  from  Pafle  to  MaraatUeaif  ii 
9t*iO  milea  per  honx,  iaeloding  atoppagea. 

The  niuil  sfdiiin  r  from  Miir<eiU(-r  leaves  that  port  between  9-30  and  10  a.m.,  of  the  second  day 
from  Lontioii  (of  the  luiils  I,  and  iiLis  lo  perform  1,450  nautical  miles  on  her  voyage  to  Alexaadria^ 
including  at  least fuur  liour^  d.  tentum  nt  Malta  tor  mail  eoBdmiuiioatioDs  and  ooafiag  porpoaaaf  her 
time  on  the  voyage  at  the  above  rato  of  speed,  is 

Hrs.  mint 

From  Marseilles  to  Malta,  630  iiauliwil  miles       -       ...       63  0 

Dttcnii'in  at  M^ta    -   4  0 

From  Malta  to  Alexandria.  820  nautical  milea  at  10  kuot^     -      -      bS     0  . 
Add,  from  London  to  the  oagiartara  of  mail  ahip  irom  Maiaeillai    •      87  80 


Total    -    184  '80 


The  present  low  rate  of  conuiiunie-atiau  butweaa  Loftdon  and  Biindiai,  tis^  90*90  milea  per  hoar, 
deliven  the  daily  mail  in  71  hours  33  minutes. 

Hrt.  min. 

The  time  tor  BrinJisi  route  is — London  to  Brindisi  -  -  -  71  38 
Transporting  mails  from  railway  to  mail  bteanier  -  -  -  -  1  30 
From  Uriudiai  to  Alexandria,  824  milea  nautical,  at  10  knots  •      >      82  24 

Total    -    LA«  84 
Mameillee  ronte     ...    "188  80 


la  fiivour  of  Brindisi  route      -  31 


If  the  aTemge  railway  apead  between  London  and  Brindial  w«re  inareeaed  firera  S01N»  le  84  milea 
per  hour,  the  ttme  oeenpied  would  then  be  . 

Hrs.  min. 

To  Brindisi  ..■  .-•  --•-6il5 
IVansporting  m^  tnm  railway  to  mail  ataamfr  -  -  -  -  1  SO 
Prom  Brindiai  to  Alexaiidrii»«U  milea,  at  lUkwta  per  how     •     7d    ^  ^ 


1:33    45     ft    15  49 
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The  Indiun  overland  miula  leave  London  Bridge  at  8-30  p.m.,  nod  would  br  tlie  laut  citlculation       ASPI  Mfc  1* 
anrf«  fkt  Akxaodria  about  noon  of  the  aixtb  d»j,  in  awple  time  to  b«  forwarded  by  mail  truia  to  - 
Saes,  vbiob  alwaja  leavea  Aleaandna  at  4  pun.  daily* 

Aa  iJaaaduaAariioar cannot  1m  anlina bttwotn want iimI imriM  tba bjg^rata of  11|  kaota 
per  boor  b  neeemiy  to  oVrlate  tilia  ruk  of  dtrantioa  off  Ae  port  a  wliote  night. 

The  mistrnl,  or  north-w^fet  « ind  of  tho  5Tur5eilles  ronte  is  rriTich  sifriiiiist  tlio  homowrard  mail ;  no 
dindTiiataife  of  this  nature  exists  homeward  to  Brindisi ;  the  strength  uf  the  bora  of  the  Adriatic 
doM  not  raaoh  lote  aoolb  m  tbia  port. 

Thp  English  milei  of  land  earriage  are,  by  MancHha  ronte  -  •      858  milet. 

„              „             „              „         BriDdiei       „     -  -  T.-J04  ^ 

The  nautical  utiles  of  sea  carriagti  are,  by    MarsetUea   ^    -  -  1,-tdO  „ 

tt             w            y>             tt        Bnndiai      ^    •  >  -  834  ^ 

(signed)       W.  S.  JMertif  Cootnaader. 

lar  and  Oriental  8.  \  Company*i  OSoatf 
London,  3S  September  1806. 


No.  M. 

(ise  It)  Mr  JR  Wn  to  Mr.  Famr. 

Sir,  General  P<»st  OflSce,  14  Februnrv  1B6«. 

iTii  reitruic'f  to  ilu  jxieoiuil  communication  x^bich  Lord  Stanley  of  Alderl»-y  has 
recently  had  w  ith  .\  r.  Miber  Gibson  on  the  rabjecr  of  appoinnog  an  officer  of  engineers  to 
proceed  to  Italy,  for  the  purpose  of  inqoirintr  into  the  arransrenents  which  could  he  made 

for  the  conveyiiiic*-  tliri  iii.li  tliat  (-<  iindy  f  t!  l^ritisli  IVlail-  to  India,  China,  and  .^ii':»iri!i;!, 
I  uui  direcle(i  I  y  lils  li  loslnp  to  itaiisimt  to  yoi  a  uieun/randiim  <»f  ins'tructions  \*liich  he 
ha»  ceuptd  to  b(  (  rawn  up,  si>  lar  as  r(^;.rds  the  Post  Office,  for  the  guidance  of  C'uptain 

Tyler,  it.B.,  the  officer  who  is  uodetvtood  to  have  beeu  selected  for  thia  spoiial  service 

I  am,  8cf. 

T.  H.  Faner.  E*q.,  Sa:  Sec.  &c.  (signed)      F.  IBIL 

Board  of  Trade. 


Enclosure  in  Ko.  60. 

Ikstructios  t'>  tlic  F.ii;_ii  tor  Officer  nb'Mit  to  proct  .  d  t  -  Italy  witli  regard  to  tiie  con- 
lemplated  Conveyince  through  that  Countiy  of  British  Mails  to  India,  Cbiuai  and 
Austrati** 

Ton  are  requested  to  direct  yoor  chief  efforts  to  the  solution  of  the  following  queationa : 

(1.)  "What  ga%iLg  in  time  would  be  ti;ade  by  adopting  the  ftalian  route? 

f  2.)  Could  the  lime  be  kept  puQctually ;  or  would  there  be  a  liability  to  irrejjiulurity, 
owing  to  a  large  portion  of  the  Italian  railwa;^  beinf  single,  or  to  any  other  caiise? 

In  relation  tu  these  quei>tions  it  will  be  necessary  for  you  to  a»ceitain  what  may  sateiy  be 
ooiieidercd  the  longest  time,  except  on  rare  occasionii,  that  would  be  ocenpied  in  conveying 
the  mails  from  the  French  frontier  to  the  port  of  de^patclt.    With  respect  to  the  time  in 
which  the  altered  French  strvice  would  be  perfurmtd,  the  Poi^t  Office  will  itself  obtaiu  the 
infimnatioii. 

(3.)  At  the  completion  of  your  second  examination  of  the  tempoiary  railway  over 
Mont  C<  nis  yuu  arc  rcquc^tcu  t'>  state  what  pnigics-N  hn<  been  made  in  its  construction, 
and  whether  >ou  are  still  of  opiolon  that  ibe  work,  will  be  successful,  and  will  afibrd  a 
good  and  safe  means,  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  of  crossing  the  mountain. 

(4.)  Can  it  be  foretold  with  certainly  when  this  temporary  railway  will  be  completed, 
and  brought  into  use  ?  If  so,  ttale  tbe  time  and  the  grounds  of  your  belief. 

(6.)  What  tim(>  cln  ynu  estimate  the  transit  will  take,  iodttding  any  loading  or 

unloading  ibat  mav  be  necessary? 

(6.)  What  progress  has  been  made  in  the  tunnel  through  Mont  Cenis,  and  when  do 
yon  Uiiok  this  work  will  be  oompleled  ! 

(7.^  What  would  be  the  probable  additioinial  cost  of  sending  the  Indian  and  China, 
and  Australian  Mails  through  Italy? 
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Jtjffi.  No.  1.  The  French  and  Italian  territorial  charges  can  readily  be  learnt  by  the  Post  Office;  but 
with  Nferance  to  the  cost  by  sen,  it  is  important  fur  you  to  ascertahif  beyond  doubt,  whether 
Brindisi  and  tleggio  would,  in  their  piesnit  state,  or  by  any  altsnition  whtd)  tiie  Italian 
Government  i<  willing  to  m?)kc  (and  that,  without  fail,  by  the  time  which  may  he  proposed 
for  the  commencement  of  the  Italian  service),  be  suitable  porta  for  the  dispatch  and  arrival 
of  the  mail  paeketi. 

To  j'ccure  a  competition  on  the  best  terms  for  the  department,  it  h  important  that  we 
should  be  able  to  give  the  contractors  the  choice  nf  either  of  those  two  ports ;  siuce,  if 
BrindiKi  were  excluded,  the  ItHlian  and  Austrian  packets  now  pl^iiig  between  that  port  aiul 
Alexandria  might  be  shut  out;  and,  on  the  other  nand,  if  Bxggfo  could  not  be  used,  the 
Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company's  ships,  if  they  should  oontintie,  as  is  probable,  to  run 
from  Marseilles,  could  not  enter  mtr)  the  competition ;  nnd  that  Companj,  to  do  the  servioS 
at  all,  would  be  compel  led  to  put  on  express  and  additional  j|>ackets. 

Ttie  present  Freocb  packets  frotn  Marseilles  to  Aleiandna  vroold  alio  be  ezdwied. 

To  admit  of  competition  in  the  matter,  it  %vil!  be  necegi^ary  t"  tr-rminate  the  presLot  con- 
tract with  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company ;  and  this  cau  only  be  done  on  a  notice  of 
12  moDth»-«  stqi  wbicli  caano^  of  coume,  be  taken  ntitil  the  eotuaa  of  events  can  be 
clearly  foreseen. 

In  order  to  reply  satisfactorily  to  the  foregoing  queries,  it  will,  of  course,  be  necessary  for 
you  carefully  to  examine,  not  only  the  harbours  of  Brindisi  and  Reggio,  but  the  whole  of 
the  railway  to  be  traversed.  Under  the  direction  of  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam 
Kavigation  Company,  mtteh  of  Ibis  duty  has  already  been  performed,  and  apparently  with 
great  care,  by  Air.  Roberta,  one  of  the  Company's  commanders,  a  copy  of  whose  report  is 
herewith  forwai-ded,  togetiier  with  a  copy  of  a  report  from  the  Admiralty,  on  the  suitable* 
nessy  for  the  purpose  in  view,  of  the  ports  of  Brindisi  and  Reggio. 


No.  69, 
Mr.  FaM  to  Mr.  tiill, 

(386  R.) 

Boara  of  Trade  (Railway  Depurtmeat), 
Sir,  Whitehall,  2  March  1806, 

I  AM  directed  by  the  Lords  of  the  CSommittee  of  Privy  Council  for  Trade  to  adtnowledge 

the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  14th  ult.,  with  enclosm  cs,  on  the  subject  of  appointing  an 
oihcer  of  engineers  to  proceed  to  Italy  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  the  arrangements 
which  could  be  made  ror  the  conve^ranee  through  thai  country  of  th«  iMtisb  Mails  to  India, 
China,  and  Australin. 

My  Lords  direct  me  to  state,  for  the  informaliun  of  Lord  Stanley  of  Alderley,  that  thev 
have  appointe<l  Captain  Tyler,  r.e..  to  make  the  proposed  inqniiy,  and  that  thai  ofllcsr  will 
leave  cngland  for  the  purpose  on  the  lOth  April  next. 

My  Iioras  have  inswncted  Captain  Tyler  to  place  lumadf  in  communication  with  your 
Department  widi  respect  to  tlK  proposed  tnquiiy. 

I  am,  &c., 

F.  Hill,  Esq.,  Secretary,  (signed)      W.  D.  Jt'ane, 

General  Pott  OfBce. 
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Appendix,  No.  2. 


No.  I. — CorresponJenco  as  to  Negotiations  for  Transfer  of  Hailway  Telegrapha  in  India  to  a 

Private  Compwy,l8B8  ...-343 

lfo>S<-^CtoVcatlMMWith  Fweigil  Ttowvn  for  the  fi«tal>li>titnenlof  Telegraphic  Communlcatioii*  -  94ft 

No.  3 — Correspondence  respecting  the  Construction  of  n  Telogrnpli  Line  tluoii(hPnua      «      -  355 

No.  4. — Correspondence  relAtive  to  the  Fa!?if5cntion  of  Opium  Messages       -  -400 

No.  5.— Correspondence  reapecting  the  Defective  Working  of  the  Indian  Telegraphs      ...  414 

No.  6.— Lett«ra  from  L.  W.  Conrtenay,  Esq.,  to  W.  T.  Thornton,  Eaq.,  and  Slqor  Champain,  b.  a.  USt 

IfOt  7«*>-CoiTCf(K>ndeoce  between  the  Chairman  of  tlie  Electric  and  lotenatlODil  Tatfgnph  Cout- 
paOT.  and  tha  Secntaiy  of  Stata  ibr  Indian  relativa  to  ImpioTtiuntaf  Commuiicaliop 
witlitlMCMitiii«Dt^l8B4  m 


—  Now  1  

CX)RRESPO^D£NCEt^  to  Negotiations  lor  Transfer  of  Railway  Telbqraphs 

in  India  to  a  FHrate  Company,  1863. 


Negotiations  as  to  Traodfor  of  Railway  Tclcgrapha  to  Private  Companies. 

1,  Victoria-street,  Westmineter,  S.AV., 
Dear  Sir,  1.3  April  1868. 

Wb  beg  to  forward  yon  a  copy  of  the  proposed  general  terms  of  agreement  between 
the  Gh^t  Indian  Peninsular  Rwlway  Company  and  the  Oriental  Telegraph  Company, 

witli  till'  inodificatiouB  iiitriKluccd  to  meet  tlio  views  of  your  directors.  \Vo  Mhall  he  glad 
if  you  will  lay  this  before  tho  Xioard,  and  obtain  their  Eiinction  to  it  at  their  earheat 
poeaible  ooirreiuenoe. 

'We  have,  &c 

T.  R.  Watt,  Esq.  (aigndd)      Bright  and  Clark. 

Great  Indiaa  Peniiualar  Bailwaj  Gonq^y. 


Proposed  general  Terme  of  Arranjgement  between  the  Oriental  Telegraph, Cknnpany  and 
the  Ghreat  Indian  Peainnilar  Bailway  Company. 

1.  A  company  to  be  fontted  fat  tiie  pwpow  of  establiabii^  a  ajTBtem  of  tdegraiili 
tiirou^ut  India. 

2.  xhe  Board  to  be  composed  in  the  first  instance  of  a  director  from  each  of  tlie  follow- 
ing railway  coiupiiiiei,  and  two  dizectocs  from  Ibe  Eleotrie  and  Intematianal  Telegiaph 

Companies. 

S.  The  telegraph  company  to  be  allowed  to  fvan  a  telegraph  for  commercial  purpoeoB 

along  the  lines  of  the  Great  Tndlan  Peninsular  Railway  Company,  and  in  cousideratum 
thereof  the  telegraph  com|>any  to  pay  to  the  railway  company  at  the  rate  of  40*.  |>er 
annum  for  every  mile  of  the  rail  way  upon  wbioh  they  shall  ereot  &tax  wirea,  and  in  additioa 
6i,  per  ooxt.  of  their  (the_  telegraph  company's)  grose  reonpta  beymd  SOfiOOL  per 
MUnun  earned  within  the  railway  company' h  system. 
4.  The  tdcgnqph  oonpaDy  tobave  tj^e  exclusive  n^tef  wodkiiig  conuMrdalnMasages 
0.43.  z  z  3  over 
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App.  No.  2.  Oreat  Indmn  Peninsular  Railway  Compaar'a  Bystem,  but  at  any  station  wher« 

the  tclcfiraph  comj^nnv  mny  nit  have  au  office  o^>en  for  the  receipt  f  f  mf*««ajrp**  '  i  n  rhp 
public  the  railway  company  may  send  commercial  messages  by  their  own  lelct^iaiiii  lor 
tlieir  own  profit. 

5.  The  telegraph  company  to  nsc  railway  company's  telegraph  posts,  aod  to  have  the 
right  f»f  erecting  thereon  not  exceeding  fix  wires ;  the  work  to  oe  executed  to  the  Mlti»> 
faction  ;  f  iho  rail\v:iv  roinpai./s  fUL^iniTr,  lu  acronlanco  with  ;i  fjriicra]  dc^i^ii  of  which 
he  ebail  have  previouely  approved,  and  the  teii^rJuph  company  to  pay  lor  any  damage 
occasioned  to  tiie  railway  company's  property  thr<w|i^  the  demilt  or  neglect  of  the  tew- 
graph  company's  servant*. 

6.  The  railway  company  to  decide  the  form  ol'  the  post,  but  which  shall  be  capable  of 
canying  eight  wires.  The  tel^niph  company  to  pay  for  the  use  and  depreciation  of  the 
posts,  upon  the  following  principle: 

The  actual  cost  of  the  posts  on  the  ground  to  be  ascertained  from  the  railway 
companv's  books,  and  the  telegraph  company  to  pay  to  tiie  railway  company  a 
pKijiiiition  of  that  co-'i.  c;;l<  ilatcd  at  the  rate  of  lOpir  c(  nt.  ]h-v  annum  for  inm  jin^ty, 
and  25  per  cent,  per  annum  for  woudca  posts,  in  the  ratio  of  the  number  ot'  wires 
erected  on  the  posts  owned  by  the  telegraph  oompaay  and  the  railway  company 
rr^pt'f'tivcly. 

7.  'Hit!  rail  ay  company  to  find  a  small  room  when  the  operator  is  a  native,  if  rcfiuired 
to  do  .^<>  by  Jhe  telegraph  company,  and  the  telegraph  company  to  pay  10  per  cent,  per 
annum  on  tne  cost,  and  to  keep  it  in  repair. 

8.  At  stations  where  the  average  number  of  messages  is  less  than  ,  the  nulwny 
company's  porters  to  carry  them  ont  at  Uie  current  traffio  rates  for  porterage.  When  the 
numlii  !•  oi  II.'  -^^ac'cs  rxreeds  that  amount  the  telegraph  coinp.iTiy  1o  find  iiicssenget  s. 

9.  '1  he  telegraph  company  to  find  all  the  materials  for  their  own  telegraph,  except  posts, 
and  to  erect  and  maintain  their  own  wires. 

10.  ("he  ra5!'.vnv  company  to  have  the  right  to  call  upon  the  telegraph  company  to 
maintain  the  nivhsay  conipanyV  wires  on  condition  that  two  wires  are  always  lield  free 
for  the  use  of  the  railway  company,  the  ex|)fnse  of  inaintenaiK  e  bring  in  such  ca^ie  divided 
between  dte  telegraph  company  and  tlie  railway  company  in  proportion  to  the  number 
of  wires  owned  by  each. 

11.  The  persons  employed  in  the  telegraph  service  to  be  oonreyed  free  over  tlie 
railway. 

12.  The  railway  company's  meesaffes  transmitted  beyond  ita  own  system  on  the  tele- 
graph company's  wires,  to  be  conveyed  at  a  reduction  of  73  per  cent,  upon  the  tariff  charge. 

13.  The  telegraph  company  to  take  over  the  railway  ct>mpnny's  wires,  instruments, 
&C*y  at  a  valuation,  if  required  to  do  so;  and  in  that  case  all  the  railway  company's 
meaeagea  to  be  cx>nvcyed  nt  a  reduction  of  75  per  cent,  upon  the  tariff  charge. 

14.  The  tclcgraj>h  company  to  give  two  months'  notice,  in  writing,  of  their  intention  to 
abandnii  any  .-tatiun,  or  pay  a  penalty  of  50/..  and  t\w  railway  company  tO  liaTe  the 
option  of  taking  over  tlic  instrumciits  there  at  a  valuation. 

15.  The  agreement  to  be  for  21  year?,  temiinable  liy  either  party  at  theeni!  ol'  -evcn  or 
14  vonr-.  giving  six  iiu-ntli^' previous  notice  in  writing.    If  this  riof  ico  pniiH  t'd.-  l"n>ni  the 
telegraph  company  the  ruilway  company  to  have  the  option  of  takiiii/  over  the  property 
of  ttie  telegraph  company  at  a  valuation.    If  not  taken  over,  the  telegraph  company  tl^ 
have  the  right  to  remove  their  propi  rty.    If  the  notice  proceeds  from  the  railway 


pany  the  dami^  nietatned  by  Hm  teleg.  .ioh  cnmp.nny  to  he  aasesied  by  an  arlnCrafDr. 

'iG.  Kailway  cc  inpaiiy  to  bavo  the  rignt  to  inspect  the  telegraph  company's  aooounta, 
and  general  arbitration  clause. 


(Xo.  66,  of  1863.) 

Herman  Mtrivalt,  £sq.«  C.B.,  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  India. 

Great  Indian  Pcuin^ular  Hailway  Company  Offices, 
2io.  3j  !Ne\v  Broad-street,  JL.C.»  London, 
Sir,  '  20  April  1868. 

I  AM  desired  by  the  B<ianl  to  forward,  for  ^ubmisbiou  to  thL^  Eight  Ilonourabh;  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  in  Council,  the  enclosed  proposed  general  terms  of  agree^ 
ment  for  the  establislunent  of  a  Commercial  Telegraph  Company  for  Bidia  on  die  nmway 
lines,  and  to  request  that  ho  will  sanction  this  Company's  entering  into  an  agrccmeTit  T\ith 
the  proposed  Oriental  Telegraph  Company  upon  the  basiii  of  these  terms,  agreeably  to  the 
Bowd'a  reBolatko,  reowdea  in  thdv  mamtee  of  liie  17th  instai 


I  am,  &c. 
(.signed)      ThomoM  A  Watt. 
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j^r,  ladia  Office,  16  August  1863. 

With  referenoo  to  your  letter  of  tbc  ISth  April,  No.  66>  I  directed  by  tbe  Secr»« 
tarv  ul"  St  <te  for  India  to  acquaint  vou  tliat  he  coUisklerB  it  desirable  that  M  ehould  be 
maile  a(  <|ii;iiiited  with  the  views  of  tJie  (jovomiuent  of  India  on  the  proposed  arrange- 
ments with  tho  Oriental  Telegraph  Ckmipany  before  comii^  to  a  decisiun  on  the  snkyect. 
A.  com  of  your  letter  hu  aooOTdi^y  bees  eeat  to  that  avthoi-ity,  with  «  raqiMet  that  it 
aajr  be  tawn  tato  eaiiy  oomideralMo. 

1  am,  &0. 

T.  B.  Watt»  Eeq.  (signed)     J.  Cmnw  MelvilL 


(JJo.1939.) 

East  ladinn  Itanway  House* 
Al<terman*B  Walk,  N ew  V>v.  uV^trcet, E.  C.j London, 

Sir,  20  .1  nly  1863. 

With  a  view  to  ntiHt-o,  as  far  as  pos>".ljie,  the  expon<li<iirc  which  has  already  taken 
place,  TiIhI  which  must  t^ttl!  talc  pla  ,  *  »  jjioviiliuf^  po^tf  for  this  ooinpany':?  tclc^fiaph 
sviilcra,  tijc  iWard  have  for  souie  liuiti  ij.t>l  ooeu  ia  conmuinicatiim  with  Uu^  rcproscntativcs 
of  au  aModation  about  to  be  formed,  uiui.T  the  title  of  the  Oriental  Tolet^i-aph  Ci):ii|'ariy, 
for  Uie  purpose  of  carrying  out  a  system  of  commercial  tel^rapbn  in  liidia,  and  which 
desires  to  raalcc  use  of  this  Conipaiiy'.H  ])  as  well  as  those  of  some  of  the  other  railway 
OOUipauies,  fur  the  erection  of  its  whxj.",  and  thf  c  ii  luct  of  its  buj-iiic.-  -. 

I  am  now  directed  to  hand  you  cnclo*cil  dr;ii't  terms  upon  which  it  is  j  i  i]>A..f>fl  <  >  l,n<c 
an  agreement  between  thi«  Company  and  the  Oriental  Tele^mph  Company,  h  ilij.  i  to  ^!ic 
>nn(  ti  n  f  tli  St  crctai  y  of  State,  and  the  Board  wilt  he  glad  to  have  an  early  intimation 
of  hi«  views  upon  the  tiubjoct. 

I  liave,  &c. 
(dgned)      JO,  J.  Noad,  Secretary. 

The  Under-Secretary  of  State,  India  <  )£Ece. 


Pboposbd  Geacral  Tetme  of  Ar  inc  lueut  betweou  the  Oriental  Tdegraph  Company 

and  the  ilailway  Compaoiea. 

A  CuMi'Axr  to  ho  fniiiicd  for  the  jJurpoBC  of  e8tablislnn<x  a  .-y«tem  of  tclepra]ihs 
throughout  India.  The  board  to  be  composed  of  a  director  Irom  each  of  the  following 
Indian  railway  eompnniae,  and  two  direetora  from  &e£Iectrie  and  Intcmatiomd  Telegrnph 
Company,  viz. : 

The  teJograph  company  to  be  allt)wed  iha  u.sc  of  the  railway  company'^  postii,  for  the 
purpose  of  forming  a  telegraph  communic.ition  on  the  following  tcruis: 

Where  the  line  forma  part  of  tlie  direct  route  between  Calcutta  and  Bombay  and 
Kurraehee,  liw  telegraph  oompany  to  pay 'Ilia  isilwar  cumjiany  at  the  nte  of  40«.  per 
annum,  in  re8i)ect  of  every  mile  of  railway  upon  whicl!  tlic  telcgrajih  r  .miiany  s^hall  elect 
their  win  .-,  and,  in  addition,  5  per  cent,  per  auuum  of  the  tclcgra^)h  comjjany'a  grod*  re- 
cei{>t^  above  28,000/.  per  annum  earned  within  the  railway  company's  eyetem.  On  all 
other  jiarts  of  the  line,  the  telegranh  conijtany  to  i)ay  the  raTlway  company  5  per  cent, 
upon  itH  gross  nnnnal  rcccij)ts.  The  telegraph  cuinpauy  to  have  tlic  exulu-ivc  right  of 
working  co..  incrcial  njc?>»agcs  over  the  line,  except  where  they  have  no  offices  for  the 
receipt  of  mes^ageg.  At  such  placca,  tho  railway  company  to  nave  the  right  of  sending 
oommersial  messages  for  their  own  profit. 

Tlie  f :  1;:;;rn]i!i  ci miiany  to  pay  iliL'  nit!v/ay  company  for  interest  atil  (!cprcf i;i*'  tn, 
calculated  at  t!ic  r.ite  ct"  10  ]»fr  cent,  per  mile  per  annum  on  the  actual  coi-t  of  the  posts  of 
iron,  or  at  the  rate  of  25  jicr  cent,  if  wood,  euch  coet  to  be  ascertained  from  tho  xailway 
oompaiiy'f' iMiiik-.,  in  pr«:ip<>rfioii  t<i  tlif.'  miralier  of  viri'rJ  owned  liy  tin:  frlegraph  company 
from  time  lu  tliue,  provided  alwayu  tiiat,  if  it  should  hereaiter  ap2>ear  that  the  rate  of  25 
per  cent,  on  the  wooden  post^  ie  ezcemve>  it  be  left  to  an  arbitrator  to  decide  to  what 
extent  it  ehonld  be  reduced. 

ITie  railway  comi>any  to  erect  posta  capable  of  carrying  eight  a'iree  but  not  more,  the 
number  of  vAva  to  be  crc<  tt  d  !'>r  each  Company  to  be  niatuwly  agreed;  the  milwi^  com- 
pnny  to  decide  the  form  of  posts. 

Tke  raUway  company  to  iad«  email  room  when  the  operator  is  a  native,  if  required  to 
do      i,_v  ilie'telcgi-Liph  Cfinpany,  and  the  telegraph  Company  to  pay  10  per  cent*  per 

ajmum  u.i  llic  coiit,  and  to  keep  it  in  repair. 

At  stations  where  the  average  number  of  messages  is  less  thaa  the  xaHway  ocaqpaoy'a 
porters  to  send  them  out  at  a  chaige  of  pear  JseaMige. 

.  "When  ihe  number  of  messages  exceeds  Utat  amount,  ihe  telcgrapli  company  to  find 
foessengor.^. 

The  telegraph  compai^y  to  find  its  own  wires,  insulators,  plates  for  hai^ging  the  same  to 
liic  po8t«,  batten^  ug]%  -wodiiDg  materials  of  all  and  •vary  kiac^  asMpt  poats,  and  its 
O^.  zz4  own 
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App-  No.  a.  '^^^  operators  and  other  aennuitB  except  as  before  noted.  The  tvhole  of  (he  wures,  &e»  to 
^  *       be  erected  by  the  railway  company  or  the  telegraph  company^  aa  may  heroaftor  be  agreed 

""^^         upon,  the  cost  being  bom«  hy  tlie  telegraph  company. 

TOie  insulators  to  be  of  a  pattern  approved  by  the  railway  company,  b'Ut  ifith  Bttoh  A 
difference  that  the  property  of  the  two  companies  can  be  distinguisned. 


to 

company 

men  employed  on  ^  telegraph  sefrioe  to  be  oonTeyed  free  onat  the  railway  oompeny'a 

line. 

The  telegraph  compauy  to  be  buuiid  to  keep  two  wires  always  in  perfect  working  order 

for      exclusive  use  of  the  railway  company. 
Damage  by  fire  attributable  to  the  telegraph  company  to  be  paid  by  then^ 
The  railway  company's  messages  rcfiuised  to  be  tnnasltted  over  tihe  wvee  belongiiw 

to  the  telegraph  eomfnaj,  to  be  oomreyed  at  a  rednetton  of  75  per  oeab  vofoa.  ihe  tariff 

chuge. 

l£e  telegraph  company  to  take  over  the  railway  company's  inatmments  at  a  valna(ioii» 

if  required  to  do  <;o,  and  in  that  case  all  the  railway  compsDT'e  meS8«get  to  be  conveyed 
at  a  reduction  of  75  per  cent,  upon  the  tariff  charge. 

The  telegraph  company  to  give  two  months*  notice  in  writing  of  their  intention  to 
abandon  any  station,  or  pay  a  penalty  of  50/.;  and  ^e  railway  company  to  have  the 
option  of  talcing  over  the  instruments  there  at  a  valuation. 

Tlic  atrrecmcnt  to  be  fi>r  21  year*,  terminable  by  citlier  party  at  the  end  of  7  or  14 
years,  giving  12  months'  notice  in  writing.  In  the  event  of  the  notice  proceeding  from  the 
nulway  company,  the  railway  company  to  pay  back  the  capital  expended,  together  with  a 
sum  01  money  that  shall  make  up  to  the  telegraph  company  a  dividend  over  tlie  wliolc 
7  or  14  years,  as  the  case  may  be,  equal  to  tne  average  earnings  of  the  three  years 
preceding  the  notice.  In  the  event  of  the  notiee  proeecdin<r  from  the  te^graph  com- 
pany, the  nulway  company  to  have  the  option  of  taking  all  the  property  at  a 
valuation. 

Railway  compauy  to  have  the  riglii  io  inspect  tlie  telegraph  oompaiiy^  aooounts. 
A  general  arbitration  clause  to  be  inserted  in  the  agreement 


Sir,  India  Office,  18  August  1863. 

I  AM  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India,  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  2()th  ultimo,  No.  1939,  and  to  ac(|uaint  you  in  reply,  tliat  lie  considers  it 
desirable  that  he  should  be  made  acquainted  with  the  views  of  tlie  Government  of  India 
on  the  )^ro posed  aimngements  with  tne  Oriental  Tel^raph  Company,  before  comaiw  to  • 
deeiction  on  the  subject.  A  copy  of  your  letter  has  accordingly  been  sent  tothat  aathariiyy 
with  a  request  that  it  may  be  taken  into  early  consideration. 

I  am,  &c. 

D.  J.  Noad,  Esq.  (ogned)      J,  Qumo  MebnlL 


CoFY  Railway  Dbb»atoh  to  India,  No.  42,  dated  8  August  1863. 

Para.  1.  I  transmit  herewith  copies  of  letters  and  cnclofiurcfi,  from  the  directors  of 
the*  East  Indian  and  the  f  Great  Indian  Peninsular  Railway  Comnauies  rccpectivcly, 
requesting  sanction  to  arrangements  proposed  to  be  entered  into  witii  a  telegraph  com- 
pany in  India,  under  which  the  railway  companies  would  transfer  their  business,  in  con- 
nection with  ^  oonvOTsnce  <^  commercial  messages^  to^  the  telegraph  company,  ^ou  will 
observe  that  the  conditions,  although  vnrying  in  some  minor  points,  are  suDstsntisIly  tibe 
same  in  both  cases. 

2.  Before  coming  to  a  decision  on  the^^e  proposals,  I  am  desirous  of  being  informed  of 
the  vieva  of  your  GovOTument  thereon,  and  I  have  accordingly  to  request  that  yonr 
Excellency  w  ill  take  the  matter  into  consideiation,  and  furnish  me  with  yonr  ofniuoa  oa 
the  subject,  at  an  early  date. 


(BoawayKow47«fl864.) 

To  the  Big^t  HbnoDrable  Siv  Ckarles  Wood,  Baronet,  ao.B.,  Scoretary  of  State 

for  India. 

Public  Works  Department,  Simla, 
Sir,  10Junel«64. 
HAVUta  now  received  reports  from  the  Governments  of  Bombay,  Bengal,  and  the 
Nortb-Westem  Provinces,  upon  the  proposed  tranafhr  of  &e  public  telegraph  business 
frm  the  East  Indian  and  Great  Indian  Peninanlar  Bailway  Coin|Nmie8»  to  the  Oriental 

Telegraph 


•  Latter  fiorn  Kr.  Nosd,  datsd  SMh  Jilv  1889^  No.  10a»  and  endosim. 
t  tsMsrfrem  Ur.  Wa^  dalsdflDfh  April  1861^  No. «  sad  sndssne. 
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« 

Telegrapli  Company,        nvc  in  a  poi*itioD  to  ansiwcr  your  despatch,  dated  8th  August      App.  N«.  i. 

1B63.    But  it  is  t<:t  be  iv^iettcd  that  all  thcs^c  iL      i>  ilual  ouiy  ia  generalities,  aud  tliat  ■ 

no  facts  an  given  on  which  to  form  a  conclii-iM'  .ipiniou  as  ti»  the  expediency  or  otherwise 

of  these  propoaala.    We  iiave,  however,  thought  it  Ueairable  to  inform  you  at  once  of  the 

l^emt  views  we  have  adopted  ma  die  subject,  at  the  same  time  eolKng  the  attention  of 

the  local  governments  to  the  points  that  seem  to  us  to  reqmre  farther  dudida- 

tion. 

2.  The  consideration  prraosed  to  be  given  by  the  telegraph  company  to  the  railway 
comjmny,  i»  a  ni!1e»s«  of  57.  for  some  part^  of  the  line ;  five  percent,  on  their  grosa  income 

in  e.\ce:-.s  of  ccrtahi  nxcd  uinniints  :  unci  a  piiyincnt  in  proportion  to  thf  miraber  of  wires 
twed  by  the  telegraph  compaor  and  the  railway  cumpony  respectively,  at  the  rate  of  10 
per  cent  on  the  aetnal  cost  or  the  posts. 

.3.  In  order  to  see  the  real  scope  of  dieae  terms*  we  will  eonaider  thdr  probable  xesalt 

in  the  case  of  the  East  Indian  Railway. 

4.  It  seems  to  be  intended  that  the  railway  corapanv  phall.  at  any  rate  lor  the  present, 
do  all  it«  own  business ;  tJicrcfoic,  the  stufi'  and  working  i.x|jea8es  connected  with  the 
messages  will  be  nearly  the  same  hereafter  as  now.  But  this  is  not  clearly  shown  ;  for 
neither  is  the  proportion  of  expense  due  to  maintenance  of  the  linCt  and  to  working  the 
meeeages  stated,  nor  the  proportimi  of  die  imlway  bnuness  to  the  oommeidal  business. 

5.  The  rmlway  company  will  still  have  to  pay  for  the  maintenanee  of  die  wires  it 

requires  for  itself,  and  tor  tln'  cost  of  st-ndlni;  its  owti  nicHs.igos.  including  the  cost  of  the 
staff.  It  will  also  pay  for  the  maintenance  of  the  posts  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
wires  it  requires^ 

6.  The  question  therefore  seems  to  be  tiiis : — What  will  be  <a\  c<I  to  the  oompanv,  if 
anything,  by  not  maintaining  wires  not  es.stiitial  for  railway  business ;  by  not  worlcing 
commercial  messages,  by  not  paying  for  the  entire  maintenance  of  the  posts ;  and  will  2l. 
per  mile  on  the  through  distance  between  Calcutta  and  Jubbulp<nir,  with  5  per  cent,  on 
the  probable  gross  income  of  the  tel^raph  company  in  excess  of  28, 000  /.,  and  with  the 
shnre  of  10  per  cent;  on  die  cost  of  the  posts  (less  the  telegraph  company'^  share  of 
maintenance),  in  proportion  to  the  iiunil>CT  of  wlres.Jammtnt,  with  the  sa^ini^s  above  noted, 
to  as  much  as  the  present  or  prospective  proceeds  from  the  commercial  business  of  the 
raQwny  company  ? 

7.  It  is  stated  diat  the  present  annual  profits  from  commercial  messages  on  the  East 
Indian  Railway  are  about  5,7GO  I.  This  sum  wc  presume  to  he  the  gross  income,  in  cash, 
for  the  whole  of  the  staff  aud  the  telegraph  lines  being  assumed  to  be  necessary  ibr  railway 
piorposes ;  all  oash  receipts  are  profits. 

8.  Cimsidermg  that  the  gross  income  of  the  railway  company  from  its  telegraph 
bu8ine«s  is  now  only  5}760/.,  the  value  of  5  per  cent,  on  the  tclegrapii  company's  income 
in  excess  of 28,000Z  vdll  at  all  evosts  for  some  time  to  come  be  quite  ina))predable.  For 

the  railway  company  to  earn  1,0(10 /.  fpiin  this  source,  the  tele ;^rai>li  company's  income 
must  be  48,000  /.,  or  not  far  from  ten-fold  the  railway  company's  present  income  from 
this  class  of  business. 

9.  The  essential  thing,  therefore,  is  to  see  whether  the  stip(date<l  share  of  the  10  per 
cent,  on  the  cost  of  the  posts,  with  the  payment  for  mileage,  or  2  /.  on  870  miles,  the 
distance  from  Calcutta  to  Jubbnlpoor,  that  i:^,  1,740  L  will  compensate  for  the  loss  of  the 
commercial  bnsmess. 

10.  If.  as  is  -aid  liv  the  Superintendent  of  East  Indian  Ivailway  Telcgrajihs,  four  wires 
are  required  for  the  railway  business,  while  in  all  eight  are  to  be  used,  the  actual  share  of 
the  10  per  cent,  that  will  go  to  the  railway  oom[>nny  will  be  one-half  or  5  per  cent.  As  this 
mi;  t  I  '  er  tlie  rencwal>,  as  well  as  yiay  in(ero.-t  on  capital  sunk,  the  actual  .set-off  to  the 
conipiiuy  will  be  less  than  the  amount  ot  tlie  ^arantce,  and  Qoverment  may  suft'or  unless 
the  elements  «f  saving  are  more  considerable  dian  seems  at  all  likely. 

11.  It  appears  that  the  posts  as  now  existing  on  the  East  Indian  Railway  are  at  best 
fitted  to  carry  four  wires,  and  that  a  huge  additional  outlay  will  be  necessarv  to  fit 
them  to  carry  eight  wires.  But  no  statement  is  made  as  to  the  aggregate  cost  of  the  posts 
on  wliicli  the  10  jicr  cent,  woulil  he  eharijeable,  or  what  \f  tlic  total  sum  at  debit  of  eapitiJ 
on  account  of  the  railway  telegraph  as  a  whole,  or  of  the  posts  in  particular.  If,  for 
exmnple,  die  present  value  of  "me  post«,  as  it  might  be  ehaivea  to  die  telegraph  company 
were  100,000/.,  and  75,000/.  additional  were  necessary  t^^  fit  morn  unrler  the  inoposed  a;jree- 
ment  for  the  use  of  the  telegraph  company,  the  latter  would  pay, say  ij  per  cent,  on  175,000/., 
or  ft,750  /.  Of  this  it  mightbe  said  tliat  5  per  cent,  on  the  new  capitd  75,000/.,  or  3,750  /., 
would  only  just  cover  the  guarantee,  but  the  remaining  5,000 /.  would  be  a  distinct  advan- 
tage to  the  railway  and  to  Government.  The  railway  company  would  then  receive 
1,74' 1 1,  nif  mileage,  and  o.OOO  /.  as  interest  on  the  old  posts,  in  all  6,740  /.,  in  lieu  of  5,7fiO  /., 
the  receipts  from  the  existing  commercial  business.  On  this  hypothesis  the  railway 
company  would  benefit  to  the  extttit  of  1,000  /.  per  annum.   In  mart,  die  equity  (tf  tm 
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Afp>lltLt*     per-centage  named  depends  ou  the  actual  fif^na-i  -!  which  ari;  not  known.    If  the  ])rc!^cnf 
— * —       Talue  <)fuic  posts  'a  very  auiall  compared  with  the  sum  which  will  be  ueoMsory  to  lit  them 
for  carr)  ing  eight  wires,  tlie  peiHwntage  it  slmoat  oertalnly  too  low. 

IS.  A>  regards  th«  Great  Indian  Penimwilar  Boihrnj,  no  fiutB  are  stated  which  gnt 

evidence  on  one  tide  or  tlie  other. 

i;5.  The  above  rcmark.s  n  fLi  mily  tu  the  Hnaucial  aspect  of  the  proposal.  Am  to  the 
:  dmiaistrative  questiuoe  involved,  we  arc  diB^osed  to  concur  with  thoao  persons  who 
ci^mraM  •  donfat  as  to  die  espedtenoy  id  having  *  douUie  telagiaph  agency  on  tiuaa 
itulwaye. 

14.  We  arc  of  opinion  that  one  of  two  arrangements  should  be  made;  ^ther  the 
railway  comjiany  should  contract  with  the  telegraph  company  for  the  latter  to  do  all 

the  buslaesti,  or  U  ^huuhl  d<  >  tiu>  whole  It.scif,  merely  leasing  a  few  through  WItee  tO  ihc 
tel^praph  ctunpanv.  to  be  worki  d  ontiroly  liy  tlic  latter. 

15.  In  the  former  caati,  upon  the  telegraph  company  paying  a  fixed  sum  down,  or  a 
yearly  rent  of  10  or  12  per  cent,  on  die  cartel  rank,  the  whole  telegraph  might  be  tran»- 
ferrr  (1  to  them,  leaving  the  railway  company  a  lien  on  it  to  ebaore  its  heiiig  mwntained 

and  worked. 

16.  The  telegraph  company  ahould  eugage  to  maintain  on  all  part^  of  the  line  as 
many  wiree  (up  to  four)  as  the  railway  company  may  require,  with  signallors  at  every 
signal  sfeadon  of  the  nulway,  and  to  carry  the  railway  oompany's  mesMges  in  pce&rexuM 
to  those  of  ^  othwpeteonsy  and  at  n  rednoed  price. 

17.  On  the  other  hand,  the  xsilway  company  ehottU  haTS  the  power  of  repairing  the 
line  ami  ouiiiloyiiiL;  diguidlers  at  the  expense  of  the  tdi^gn|ih  OMnpony  ix  ihe  utter 

'  I'aileii  in  it-s  cngngemenl.s. 

18.  In  the  eccoud  caye,  the  railway  company  should  mmutain  both  the  wires  and  posts, 
and  charge  fbr  ihem  a  somdent  rate  on  die  acbial  outlay. 

10.  In  any  agreement  it  will  be  neceaMiy  to  see  diat  the  fiill  powers  of  the  Govern- 
ment under  thc>  mntraet  wttli  the  railway  compaay  are  oarefiiUy  guarded  m  the  traaafer 

of  the  telegraphs  to  a  Be|>arate  company. 

We  have,  &c. 
(dgned)      John  Lawnaee, 
M.  Bote. 

B.  Napier. 

H.  S.  Maine. 

C.  £.  Treveljfon. 
W.  Grey. 

O.  iV.  Tiyhr, 


Sir,  India  CMBce,  1st  September  1864. 

With  reference  to  the  correi^pondence  diat  has  passed  relative  to  »  proposed  sm^ge- 

ment  between  the  Qjji^^  ^"^npiroSiSif  ^^^"^  Company  and  die  Oriental  Tel^gcn^ 

Compnny,  I  am  directed  hy  the  Socrcfnry  of  State  for  India  to  ue<[U!unt  you  that,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  receipt  ol'  the  expected Kcport  of  tlie  Govenmieut  of  ludia  on  the  subject, 
he  has  again  had  the  matter  under  oonnderation ;  and  that  he  has  come  to  the  condnsion 
that  it  is  not  desirable  that  die nulwmy  oompaiT's  public  telegraph  bnnneae  be  taraufbRed 

to  .1  separate  company. 

lie  it*  therefore  uimble  to  sanction  tJie  arrangement  proposed  in  your  letter  of  the 
20th  .fuly  1863,  No.  1939. 
30th  AprO  1863,  No.  66. 

1  am,  &c. 

D.  J.  Noad,  Esq.  (isgaed)      M.  MtrptnU, 

TfTSnVatt.  Esq. 


(No.  2231.)  £ast  Indian  Eailway  House, 

Aldennan's^walk,  New  Broad-street,  B.C., 

Sir,  London,  11  January  Ififi.l 

Refeuring  to  the  Secretary  of  State's  Letter  of  the  I  fit  September  last,  stating  that, 
in  coniM^qucnce  of  the  receipt  of  the  expected  Report  of  the  Goreniment  of  LicGa  on  tito 
subject  of  the  corrcfipondencc  which  has  passed  relative  to  a  propoAcd  nrmn;jpmcnt 
between  this  Company  and  the  Oriental  Telegraph  Com^mny,  he  has  again  had  the  matter 
onder  consideration.  Mid  that  he  has  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  not  desirable  that  the 

railway 
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railway  company's  public,  telegraph  IjHsinees  phouKI  be  transferred  to  a  separate  company, 
lam  matructed  by  the  Board  of  Directors  to  request  the  favour  of  being  fui  ni-lad  witii 
a  copy  of  the  Report  in  question,  or  with  any  reasona  wlueh  may  have  iuiiu^ucod  ttie 
Government  of  lam  in  dnwing  up  the  Report. 

I  have,  &c. 

To  the  Under-Secretary  of  (mgned;      D.  J.  Nbadf 

State  for  India.  Secretary. 


Sir,  India  Office,  26  Jauuury  Imj.j. 

I  AM  directed  to  iidinowledge  rcccijit  ..f  ynur  letter  «if'  the  1  Itl>  instant,  and  in  reply  to 
the  refjuest  therein  made,  to  btate,  that  Uj  tumi^h  the  Director*  of  the  £aat Indian  iiaiiway 
Company  with  a  copy  of  the  Dcs{>atch  received  from  the  GoTerament  of  India  on  the 
<'\\h]wx  of  certain  propMals  the  Oriental  Telegraph  Company,  would  be  oontmy  to  the 
Usage  of  tljit*  iiffice. 

It  was  not  merely  on  anything  stated  in  that  Despatch  that  Sir  Charles  ^Vood  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  would  be  undeairable  to  tranefer  the  railway  oompany**  telegnpUe 
bostneeB  to  a  separate  company. 

I  am,  &c. 

D.  J.  NomI,  Eaq.        ^  (aigned)  D^erin. 

COFT  of  Eailwat  Dbspatgb  to  Government  of  Jmft'a,  dated  6  September  1864 ; 

No.  51. 

Para,  L  I  hats  received  and  eQnaidere<1  in  Council  your  Excellency's  Despatch  of  the 
loth  June  laa^  "So,  47,  relative  to  the  proposed  transfer  to  a  separate  compauy  of  tlie 
public  telegr^h  bnenieaa  of  the  East  Indian  and  Great  ladiMi  Peninnihv  Saflway 

Companief. 

a.  After  attentively  orasidering  the  matter  in  Counoii,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  k  ia  not  deeirable  that  the  proposed  ttamfer  ahould  be  made,  and  have  the  iwlway 
eompaniea  Mseordingly. 


—  No.  9.  — 

CoNTXimoNa  witii  Foreign  Powbbs  for  the  establitliment  of  TsLBeBAraic 

CoMMUNICATIONfl. 


•  COMVJENTIOH  between  Her  Migesty  and  the  Sultan  for  the  ertabHiihincnt  of  *Telegrapliio 

Cable  befeween  MnUa  and  AUaanina^ 

TT 1  i:  Majesty  the  Queen  itf  the  United  Kingdom  ofGn  i  i  T"!  i  It.ain  and  Irckiid,  beiug 
dc&irous,  with  a  view  to  accelerate  communication  with  India,  Xo  establish  a  submarine 
tel^raphic  cable  from  Malta  to  Alexandria,  His  Imperial  Majesty  the  9nltan«  in  order  to 
afford  a  freah  prrn  f  r  f  his  fi-iendshlj)  for  Tier  Brltuunic  ^lajeaty,  hai?  consented  to  afford 
Her  the  necessary  laciliticij  fur  that  purpoue,  «u  far  ati  regards  the  Ottoman  territory. 
Their  Majesties  hste  accordingly  re.'^olved  to  record  the  needful  arrangements  ia  a  con- 
vention, and  have  named  as  their  Plenipotentiaries,  that  is  to  say, — 

Her  M^esty  the  Queen  of  the  United  Kinodom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  the 
B^ht  Honourable  Sir  Henry  Lytton  Bnlwcr,  a  Afember  ofHer  Britannic  Majesty's  Meet 

Honouralile  Privv  Council,  Knight  Grand  fVo^.-;  (tf  the  Most  Honourable  Order  of  the 
Bath,  and  Her  Majesty's  Ambassador  Extraordinary  and  Plenipotentiary  to  the  Sublime 
Porte; 

And  His  Mjyesty  the  Emperor  of  the  Ottomans,  His  Highness  iMehemcd  Kinin 
Aali  Pasha,  President  of  the  Council  of  the  Tanzimat,  and  Acting  JNliiiititer  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  decorated  with  the  Ordcra  of  the  Medjidic  and  Merit  of  the  First  Claas,  Grand 
Cross  of  the  Imperial  Order  of  the  Lesion  of  Honour  of  St.  Stephen  of  Aiuitria,  of  the 
Bed  Eagle  of  Prussia,  of  Si;  Anne  of  Russia,  of  St  Maurice  and  Lacarus  of  Sardinia, 
of  the  P(»lar  Star  (if  Sweden,  and  several  other  foreign  orders  : 

Who,  after  having  conununioatcd  to  each  other  their  respective  full  powers,  found  in 
good  aira  due  form,  nave  agreed  upon  the  following  article*:'— 

Article  1.  It  being  the  intention  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  to  establish  a  tclegrajthie 
cable  from  Malta  to  Alexandria,  Ilis  Imjierlal  Majesty  the  Sultan  consents  that  such  c-able 
may  )a  landed  near  AJexaniiria,  and  may  there  be  placed  in  cumiectiou  with  the  other 
telegraphic  lUiM  temiinatmg  «t  that  dty. 
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Ap|fi.Ho.«.  His  Impeml  M%j«sty  a) M  consents  that  tiie  ^uid  telcgranhic  cable  may  be  landed  at 
Bticb  points  of  the  coaat  of  Africa,  within  the  Begencjr  of  Tripoli,  as  may  be  fonad 
necest*ary. 

Artjde  i.  The  BritUi  (xovenunent  may  eatabliBh  etatiom  at  Alexandria,  and  at  ill 
othd  pi  int.''  whore  Uie  aaid  cable  may  be  famded,  and  nay  mabtMn  aueh  etatioiM  end 

work  tlie  said  cable. 

Articled.  The  Britisb  GovtTimunt  .-hall  iia\e  power  to  ap]>oiut,  to  pay,  and  tt»  dis- 
chaijge*  at  itB  pleasure,  all  thti  officer:^  or  piLixm^  iitMc^-nry  for  the  establishment,  main- 
tenance, and  working  uf  the  aforesaid  cable  at  Alexandria,  and  all  other  place:}  where  the 
cable  may  be  landed  withm  the  Ottoman  territory,  as  well  a«  of  the  etatioa!*  at  thote 
places. 

Article  4.  The  al'iiresaiJ  tclcjii-aphic  cable  and  .-taiimi.-^.  at  the  poiiit>  where  the  <"able 
touches  the  land>  .-hall  he  watched  over  and  protected  by  the  Ottoman  Guveromeat 
wherever  it  may  ha^  c  an  authorised  agent*  without,  howeTer,  any  feeponeibiUty  there* 
from  attaching  to  the  »Sublime  Porte. 

Article  5.  The  pcreons  employed  at  the  statione  which  roav  be  established  within  the 
Ottoman  territory  by  means  of  the  preaent  convention,  shall  be  under  the  protectioii  of 

Great  Britain,  and  any  |irorr(Mlinfr,  rivil  or  criminril,  instituted  againet  them,  shall  be 
governed  by  the  rulei<  r^taljlL-^hoU  for  British  subjects  in  like  cases- 
Article  6.  Any  message  addressed  to  a  person  residing  within  tlic  Ottoman  territory, 
not  being  an  officer  of  the  line,  shall,  imless  intended  merely  for  traiismission  llirongh  and 
beyond  the  Ottoman  tetritory,  be  delivered  to  such  peraom  only  through  an  agent  of  the 
local  government. 

Article  7.  Her  Britannic  Majesty  engages  that  all  despatches  of  the  Ottoman  OoTem- 
ment  shall  have  like  priority  w  ith  those  o£  the  British  Qovemment  over  all  other 
despatched  forwarded  over  this  line. 

The  official  despatehea  of  the  Ottoman  Government  may  be  sent  in  cypher. 

Article  8.  In  the  event  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  making  over  to  a  oompaay  the  esta- 
blishment or  the  working  of  tiie  aforesaid  tel^grajihic  calde.  His  Imperial  Maiesty  the 
Sultan  cuj^oges  to  grant  a  firman  for  85  years  to  such  company,  on  the  same  conditions  as 
■re  prescribed  by  tlie  present  convc^ntinn. 

In  such  case  the  company,  iu  ail  that  concerns  the  stations  within  the  Ottoman  terri- 
tory, shall,  in  their  corporate  capacity,  be  subject  to  the  general  laws  of  the  Ottoman 
Empire ;  but  the  pereou!<  in  the  employ  of  the  rompany  shall,  individually,  be  imder  the 
protection  of  the  nation  to  which  they  may  ajipcrtain. 

Article  9.  The  present  convention  ^hall  be  ratified,  and  the  ratiticatiims  shall  be 
exchanged  at  Constantinople,  in  two  calendar  months,  or  sooner  if  possibte,  and  shall  be 
<Hurried  into  execution  from  the  date  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications. 

Done  at  Constantinople  on  the  2l8t  day  of  April  1861. 

(signed)      Heiirt/  L.  Bulwer.  (l.  s.) 
AalL  (L.  8.) 


iNDO-OrrovAir  Tslsobapbic  Comrximoir. 

II EK  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Ae  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  IreUnd,  and  His 

Majei^ty  the  Emj)eror  of  the  Ottonnn^  l>elnfi;  (le.-irons  to  cstabli.'-li  between  their  respective 
Stales  telegra}»hic  communicati<.in.s,  bv  means  of  which  India,  connected  by  a  submarine 
cable  with  the  Ottoman  territory  at  the  mouth  of  the  Shat-cl-Arab,  will  be  in  telegraphic 
conmmnication  with  Turkey,  and  consequently  with  all  the  other  States  of  Europe,  have 
agreed  to  conclude  a  telegraphio  conventioti,  and  with  that  object  have  named  as  th^ 
Plenipot«ntiarics,  tliat  it' to  f-ay, — 

Her  Majesty  the  (^ueea  ul  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  ami  Ireland,  tlie 
Rij:ht  Honourable  Sir  Henr}'  Lytton  Bulwer,  a  Member  of  Her  Majesty's  ni  .t-t  Honour- 
able Privy  Conn,-il.  Kni'jht  Grand  Croj-nf  the  most  Tlonourahle  Order  of  flic  Batlu  and 
Her  Majesty's  Anibajj^adur  I:^-xlraur(linaiy  aud  rieuiiiutentiary  to  the  Sublime  I'ortc  ;  and 
His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  Ottomans.  His  Higlmcss  .Mehomid  Emir  Aali  Pasha, 
Minister  for  Foreign  Afiiurs,  decorated  with  the  Imperial  Orders  of  the  Osmaine,  of  the 
Medjidie,  and  of  Merit  of  tl^  First  Chiss  in  BriUiants,  Grand  Cross  tX  several  foreign 
or  lers  ;  who.  after  having  communicated  fo  ciicli  other  their  foU  powers, found  in  good  and 
due  form,  have  agreed  upon  the  following  Articles : 

Article  I.  The  Ottoman  Government  will  continue  at  its  own  cost,  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Shat-cl-Arab,  the  main  telegraphic  line  of  Asia  now  existing  between  Scutari  nt*  Con- 
stantinople aud  Bagdad,  and  will  connect  the  said  main  line,  in  tlte  direotion  of  Khantakain, 
with  the  Pernan  land  lines  which  communicate  with  the  submarine  cable  at  Bndiire.  Tie 
niniTit( nam  <  and  repairsof  the  Bud  Ottoman  lines  will  be  at  the  obacjge  of  the  Ottoman 
Administration. 

Artiele  11.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Government  of  India  wiU  lay  down,  at  its  own  ex- 
pense, a  submarine  td^raphk  eable,  which,  starting  from  some  point  of  the  British  I  luliau 

Ei»pire, 
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Emj^ire,  and  touching  at  Biishire,  will  tcnninate  at  the  mouth  «f  fihe  iShat-el-Arah,  where    App,  No.  a. 
it  will  join  the  Ottoman  land  line. 

The  maintenance  and  repairs  of  Uua  cable  shall  be  at  the  ezpeoee  of  the  Indian  Admini* 
itnMiOB. 

Artade  III.  H'u  Majestt y  the  Sultan  authorises  the  establiahmenty  on  Ottoman  territory 
at  the  mrnith  nf  tlie  Sliat-cf-Aral),  t)f  ii  British  telegraph  offic^e,  with  a  staff  which  uhall  not 
exceed  ia  auiulitr  ,30  iJtirsnus,  pliici  il  under  the  exclusive  orders  of  a  Britiiih  station  master, 
and  which,  as  wdl  as  the;  ajipuratus  aud  all  the  instruments  requittt*  £ir  working  the  sub- 
marine line,  t^hall  he  at  the  cxjjense  of  the  British  Government. 

Article  IV.  The  aforesaid  British  office  shall  he  located  in  the  aame  building  occupied 
b}  tlic  Ottoman  station  at  the  month  c£  tbe  Sbat-el-Amb»  with  *  view  to  fiwilitate  t]ie 
combined  operations  of  the  common  service. 

The  apparatus  of  the  Ottoman  snrvioe  and  that  of  the  Bziiisk  servioe  at  tint  jmni  station 
shall  l)(  placed  in  sepaiate  compartments,  bat  in  ekae  proximitj  to  each  other,  and  duUl 
not  be  connected. 

The  exchange  of  messages  shall  take  place  immediately  on  their  receipt,  the  offioen 
iT:unlui<i;  them  to  each  other  through  a  window,  and  the  service  of  the  British  and  Ottoman 
olhcers  shall  be  permanent.  The  rent  and  cost  of  maintenance  of  the  mixed  telegraphic 
etallon  shall  be  wared  in  equal  proportioiiBby  the  Biitishand  Ottoman  Admiaistnitions. 

Article  Y.  It  is  well  understood  that  the  aefaTe  service  of  the  British  office  on  Ottoman 
territory  aludl  be  limited  to  the  receipt  and  deUvery  by  hand  to  the  Ottoman  office  of  the 
messages  arrivin;z  from  India  by  the  submarine  cable  ;  to  the  toansmisrion  of  those  which 

arc  delivered  to  it  by  tlic  Uttoraan  office ;  and,  lastly,  to  the  BU|>erinteD deuce  and  main- 
tenance of  the  safe  and  regular  submarine  conununication  between  the  mouth  of  the  Shat- 
d'Arab  mid  lodSa. 

The  dircctinn  in  chief  of  the  mixed  f»tation  shall  devolve  <m  the  Ottoman  Administration^ 
but  without  the  ri<;ht  of  interfering  in  tiie  internal  administration  of  tiie  British  office. 

Article  VI.  lu  order  to  ensure  promptitude  in  the  Indo-European  correspondence,  and  v 
its  regular  transmission  and  receii>t,  the  Ottoman  QoTemment  will  not  fail  to  establish  a 
permanent  service  at  Bagdad  ana  Fao,  as  well  as  at  the  majority  of  stains  on  tlm  main 
line  of  Asia  between  Constantinople  and  Fao,  and  to  appoint  theieto  a  staff  poHearing  » 
knowledge  of  the  English  langoage  toffioient  for  the  peneot  per&nnanoe  of  that  imp(«tati 
service. 

Bloreover,  the  Ottoman  Government,  bang  desirous  that  the  expeditions  tnmsit  of  the 

Intlo-European  message*  over  its  territory  should  be  rendered  still  more  satisfactory, 
ongagea  to  cutabiitih  at  Constantinople  an  office  of  transmission,  devoted  exclusively  to  the 
aervice  of  messages  to  and  from  Inaia.  Its  officers,  and  especially  the  station  master^  shall 
be  selected  from  those  of  the  Ottoman  telegraph  officials  who  are  thoroughly  conyersant 
with  the  English  latiguage. 

Article  VII.  The  Ottoman Qovenmtent  will  take  the  necesaaty  OMMUres  to  ensure  that 
one  wire  of  the  main  line,  from  Constantinople  to  Fao,  shall  be  always  exdnstvely  devoted 
to  Xndo-Curopeau  me^iiages. 

In  case  lliis  wire  shomd  get  out  of  order,  or  in  ca.->e  of  a  press  of  traffic,  the  official  Indo- 
Enropean  messages  may  be  forwarded  by  one  of  the  wires  intended  for  local  traffic*  but 
after  the  oflldal  despsAches  of  the  Ottoman  Government.  In  that  ease  private  Lido- 
Eiiropcan  det>pafehes  shall  be  f  i  v.  inled  together  with  jirivafe  messages  already  deposited 
at  the  office,  and  in  alternative  order  with  those  messages,  whatever  may  have  been  the 
boor  at  which  the  Uttor  may  have  been  deposited. 

Article  YIII.  The  Convemion  of  Brun.'^els  f  .Oth  .Tune  1858,  in  all  that  relates  to  the 
details  of  the  telegraphic  service,  shall  be  mutually  observed  by  the  two  ooutracting 
OovenmientB,  in  so  fiur  as  it  is  not  opposed  to  the  terms  of  the  present  Convention. 

Article  IX.  It  is  agreed  between  tlic  hitrh  contracting  parties,  that  the  rates  for  Indo- 
European  uicssagcs  sent  by  the  Otloiuau  Hues,  Asia,  throughout  their  whole  extent  from 
Coustantinople  to  Fao,  or  to  the  Persian  frontier  in  the  di»ction  of  Khauakain  and  vice 
versa,  Hhall  not  exceed  the  limit  of  twenty-seven  francs  and  a  half  (27i  francs)  for  a 
single  message  sent  from  Constantinople  to  Fao  or  vice  verxA,  and  of  twenty-two  francs 
and  a  half  (22J  francs)  for  a  single  message  sent  from  Constantino;. le  to  Tvliunakain  or 
vice  vend ;  as  also  that  the  rate«  for  messages  traversing  the  whole  submarine  line  from 
Indin  to  Fao,  or  to  Bnshire  ud  vice  tmA,  AmU  not  exceed  the  limit  for  the  former  of 
G2  fruncB  and  a  half  (62^  francs)  for  each  sbgle  deqMtoh,  and  for  the  lattw  of  &Sij 
francs  (50  fmucs). 

Article  X.  The  Administration!*  of  the  two  contracting  Governments  will  communicate 
to  each  other,  with  the  least  possible  delay,  the  tariff  of  their  stations  and  frontiers,  in  so 
far  as  they  may  have  reference  to  the  Indfo-Ottoman  frontier  of  Fao.  According  to  that 
tariff  the  rates  shall  be  niutnally  a<'C'onnted  fur  in  the  ninntliK  accounts  of  meSSMgeS 
exchnnged  between  the  two  Administrations  at  the  aforesaid  frontier  o£  Fao. 

Article  XI.  The  mntual  aeeoont  for  telegraphic  rates,  expenses  of  postage,  and  of 
expresses',  Sec,  «hal!  be  checked  at  the  cxiiiration  of  every  nmnth.  and  settled  quarterly. 
'Vhe  liquidation  and  paynieut  of  the  surplus  wliich  may  be  due  U>  either  Administration, 
eliaU  take  jdace  at  the  close  of  each  quarter.  The  accounts  of  each  Administration  fhiill 
enumerate  Only  the  rates  in  deliit.   They  shall  be  drawn  up  by  the  Ottoman  Administra« 
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A     N    It      tiou  in  i'ram'8  and  oentiiues,  the  t'»tal  hiMn    ixilucwl  to  »hi!lirfr3  md  pence;  and  by  ih* 
1^        *     Briti«h  Adiuiui^txatiuu  in  shillings  ami  peace,  the  tuud  being  reduced  to  iraucci  aud  oe&wnea. 
The  mductifliii  of  these  name  shall  be  edculated  «t  the  nte  of, — 

One  pound  sterting  ■=  25  francs. 

One  shilling  -      «  _  1  franc  25  centiinefl. 

Ono  penny  -      -  «  10  oentameai 

Article  XII.  The  balenee  whicli  taa,y  aecrae  from  the  qimrtcrlT  liquidation  in  faTour 

iif  i.jiu  ('T  i  tliL-r  uf  tlir  a(lrniiii:itmti(ins,  in;iy  lie  jimuI  cither  in  Tnrkigh  pounds,  io  pounds 
eterliug,  or  in  2U  I'ranc  pieces.  Should  the  balance  be  in  favour  of  the  Indian  Administmtion, 
payment  tthall  be  made  by  Turkey  into  the  hands  of  the  delegate  of  that  Adminietntaon  at 
Constantinople;  and  i^hould  it  bo  in  fuMnir  of  :ht^-  Ottonvan  Adraiiiistration, payment  shall 
b«  made  by  the  albresaid  delegate  to  the  Director  Gene  ral  of  the  Ottoman  Telegraphs. 

Article  XIII.  In  order  to  facilitate  and  accumulato  clie  operations  relating  to  the 
raciproeal  uettlement  of  the  quarterly  acoounta  with  the  Central  Administration  of 
Ottoman  Telegraphs,  the  Indian  OoTemment  shall  be  entitled  to  appoint  a  delegate  to 
rc!*ii1o  riT  C<in.st:iiitiiiO|ik',  llic  ^Ci^t  of  that  admitiistrullon.  Tlie  (Jttoman  Government 
^all  likowiee  be  entitled  to  name  a  delegate  for  the  eame  pucpoee,  to  reside  at  the  seat 
of  ihe  Omtral  Telegraph  Administration  of  the  Indian  GhjTemment. 

The  respective  deleLratt'd  Anil  Uc  entltlL'iI  to  recclvt!  from  tl»e  respective  CoDtCMl 
Administrations  all  the  iuformatiuu  aud  eAjilanatioiirt  whicli  ilmy  may  require. 

Article  XIV.  All  mcs-ni^cs  to  or  from  India  may  b«  forwarded  inditl'erently,  as  may  be 
most  convenient  for  the  oervioo,  either  by  the  lino  of  Busaorah  or  by  that  of  Khaaakain. 

Article  XV.  It  is  v  eil  understood  that  the  Ottoman  Government  shall  be  in  account 
cnrrcnt  and  shall  have  direct  a<lmini8t.rative  relations  with  the  Government  of  India  in 
rot^pc't't  to  all  mesi^a^cH.  wliorhf  r  .^^■nt  l>y  ri;  ■  frotui'  T  of  Fa-),  or  by  tliu  Persian  route  of 
Khanakain.  Thus  the  two  contracting  Governments  shall  not  be  in  account  current, 
and  ahaU  not  have  direct  adminiatnitive  relatiooa  with  Peiria,  except  in  respect  to  (lay- 
ment  for  those  messages  only  whieli  ^hall  have  travcr^dl  the  P<:a>lan  lines;  so  tiiat  aa 
regards  India-European  mcs»sigc&,  the  two  high  contracting  parties  shall  only  at;count 
to  the  Feraian  Goremment  for  the  amount  doe  to  it  for  their  traiuit  along  the  Pcnian 
lines  between  Khanakain  and  Bu^ihire. 

Article  XVI.  The  present  Convention  shall  come  into  operation  as  soon  as  the  sub- 
marine cable  shall  be  in  conmiunieatiun  with  the  laud  lines  of  Turkey  and  of  India,  and 
duUi  remain  in  force  for  three  years  from  the  day  ou  which  the  ratifications  are  ex- 
dianged.  NevertheleBa,  tiic  high  o<Miilr8e^g  parties  may  tntrodnce  mio  it,  acoosduig 
a.";  necessity  may  require,  such  modificaticna  as  may  be  ootuidend  bj  oomunon  agreement 
to  be  Uiieful  and  iudicipensable. 

At  the  end  of  three  years  the  present  Convention  shall  be  deemed  to  he  in  force  for  an 
indefinite  term,  and  until  the  expiration  of  six  months,  reckoning  from  the  date  on  which 
either  of  the  parties  shall  have  made  known  to  each  other  its  intention  to  pat  an  end  to 
lite  mme> 

Article  XVII.  Tlie  present  Conventiuu  shall  be  ntified«  A&d  tliA  ntifieitiana  ahall 
be  exchanged  at  Couistaiitluuple  as  soon  as  jKwsible. 

Done  at  Constantinople  on  the  third  day  of  September,  One  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  aixly-finir. 

(signed)      ff.  L.  Bmlmtr. 

Aati. 


T£L£ORAPHic  Convention  with  Psssia. 

As  Her  Majestv  the  Queen  of  ihe  United  Kinf^dom  of  Great  T^ritain  and  Ireland,  and 
His  Majesty  the  king  of  all  the  Kingdoms  of  Persia,  arc  desirous  of  regulating  the  tvAc- 
graphic  communication  betwe<'n  Isurope  and  India,  and  of  placing  this  work  on  a  sure  and 
friendly  hiu^is,  they  have  resolved  that  a  Convention  for  that  purpose  ahaUl  be  C<Hlcluded  ; 
wherefort  their  Majesties  have  named  as  their  Plenipotentiaries  : — 

Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  the  United  Kii^om  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland ; 

Uis  Excellency  Chatlea  Alison,  Esq.,  Compamoa  of  the  Most  Honourable  Order  of  the 
BaA,  Her  Envoy  ExtraordinaTy  and  SGnister  Flcmnotentlary  at  the  Court  of  Persia ; 

And  His  Majestv  the  King  of  all  tho  Kingdoms  of  Persia  ; 

His  Excellency  Mirza  Saeed  Khan,  his  iVIinister  for  Foreign  AHairs,  possessor  of  the 
Order  of  the  lioyal  Portrait  adorned  with  diamonds,  and  of  the  blue  cordon,  and  bearer  oif 
the  pearled  tassel  and  the  rod  adorned  willi  diamonds;  possessor  of  the  Order  uf  the  First 
Scrteeb  with  its  special  cordons,  and  bearer  of  the  Order  of  Saint  Ann,  adurucd  with 
diamonds  of  the  fiijt  class,  and  of  the  Order  of  the  Medjidie  of  the  First  Class,  and  of  the 
First  Order  of  the  Iron  Crown,  and  the  First  Onler  of  Leopold,  and  the  First  Order  of 
Danaborg,  and  of  the  First  Order  of  Saint  Maurice  and  Lazare,  and  the  First  Older  of 
the  Saviour  of  Greece,  and  the  Order  of  the  Polar  Star  of  Sweden,  and  the  Second  Order 
of  the  Legion  of  Honour. 

And  the  aforesnd  jU«diQ;uiabed  representativea,  aftw  BMetaigiiLthe  capital  of  Teheran. 
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aad  perusing  aud  exchanging  their  letters  of  full  power*  and  finding  them  to  be  in  due  ^PP- 

Older,  have  coucluded  the  following  articleg : — 

Article  I.  In  order  to  nupiore  the  telegraphic;  communJCBtion  between  Europe  and 
India,  the  Pension  Guvemmcnt  agrees  to  attach  another  wire  to  the  ])oIe8  now  staadjngf 
from  BuBhire  to  Khanikin,  and  to  bring  it  into  working  order  as  soon  as  jKwsible.  Tn* 
wire  to  be  uectl  .'^olcly  for  interDationul  messages  sent  in  European  languages. 

Article  II.  In  onlcr  that  the  second  wire  may  be  attached  in  a  complete  and  eiFective 
Miner,  llie  Persian  GoTemment  ako  agrees  that  it  shall  be  done  under  ihe  direelSon  and 
supervision  of  an  English  engineer  oflBcer  anfl  Ftnff ;  ami  the  Persian  Government  will  I'^e 
its  best  endeavours  to  collect  the  necessary  materials,  and  lay  down  the  wire  with  all 
•ipodition. 

Artiole  III.  The  British  GoTermnent  agrees  to  procure  for  the  Persian  GrOTemmeut, 
«t  a  reasomble  price,  and  with  the  cognizance  of  a  Persian  CommiseioneT,  all  iihe  wire,  in- 
sulutoi-^,  Morse  instruiULMits,  &c.,  tliat  inny  bf  n  qui-hc  for  tlu'.s  work,  inclusive  of  two 
handled  iron  poets  for  the  marshy  tract  of  Bushire,  and  to  deliver  ^em  over  to  the 
Gfovemment  ConnnBaionera  at  any  seaports  or  frontier  towns  of  Perria  that  may  he  rait- 
sMe,  receiving  payment  in  five  yeare,  in  five  instalments. 

Article  IV.  The  Persian  Government,  moreover,  agrees  that  an  £u<^lish  telegraph 
officer,  withlfce  necessary  staff,  not  exceeding  fifty  (50)  in  number,  exclusive  of  iiumlies, 
shall  be  engaged,  from  the  opening  of  telegraphic  communication  through  the  new  wire, 
for  five  (6)  years,  in  organising  tne  Persian  line  of  telegraph  and  giving  instruction  in 
telegraphy.  And  the  British  Government  agrees  that  the  English  officer  and  hit-  staff' 
■haU,  at  the  expiration  of  the  prescribed  period,  make  over  the  said  line  to  the  Persian 
G«T«nunent)  and  eoiM  connection  with  the  Peimin  telegraph. 

Article  Y.  The  condilaonB  under  whidi  the  English  olSoer  shall  exereise  ooutrol  over 

Ae  second  wire,  rlnrinjr  the  i)re?rrihp(]  jk  t'o*],  are  stated  in  the  followin|^  rules: — 

1.  His  Ivyyai  illghueft!*  the  Itiza<]-('«-.Sultaneh,  Minister  of  Science,  or  any  other 
person,  who,  bv  the  Shah's  order,  .^Imll  ha  appointed  in  his  place,  is  to  he  oonsidered 
the  head  and  absolute  chief  of  nil  the  I'er..^i;in  Govrrnmpnt  telegra|  ih.-. 

2.  Any  order  which  his  Royal  Highness,  ox  mch  ullier  person  iu  his  place,  may 
issue  concerning  the  protection  of  the  line,  its  working,  and  the  Persians  employed 
on  it,  shall  be  given  throii^h,  and  with  the  approval  of,  the  £iu^h  teliwraph  officer. 

3.  Por  the  proteoticm  of  flie  Use,  the  whefe  diatanoe  from  <£e  TurUli  trottticr.to 
Bnthire  shall  oc  divided,  from  station  to  station,  into  aiz  seetionS)  as  follows:— 

From  the  Tuddsh  frontier  to  Hamadao. 
Fvom  Hamadan  to  Teheran. 

From  Teheran  to  Cashan. 
Prom  Cashan  to  Ispahan. 
From  Ispahan  to  Snirac. 
From  Shiraz  to  Bushire. 

To  each  oS  these  divisions  the  Itizad-ea-Snltaneh  shall  appoint  a  Per»an  officer,  who 
will  he  res^inhle  to  his  Royal  Hiehneas  for  the  protection  of  ihe  line  utuated 

within  hia  limit?.  To  enrvblc  the  nain  Persian  officer,  or  Ynvor  of  each  (Hvision,  to 
eaarry  out  his  duties  efficiently,  a  cert&in  number  of  horsemen  siiall  be  stationed  under 
hie  orders  along  the  line.  Tne  Yaver  will,  of  course,  accept  any  suggestions  which 
the  Engli-sh  telegraph  officer  mny  jrive  with  reference  to  In.-,  eliarge,duo  regard  being 
had  to  th^  customs  of  Persia,  and  her  power  of  cany  lug  out  such  suggestions. 

4.  The  organization  of  offices,  and  instruction  of  employes,  shall  be  exclusively  in 
the  chaige  of  the  £ngliA  superintendins  officers,  who  will  be  reeponsible  for  the 
wotting  of  the  lin«  in  tiiese  reapects ;  ana  llie  Perdan  ngDalleiB  shall  he  cndered  to 
obey  implicitly  the  instmotiona  which  the  En^ah  officen  may  ^pve  in  lihe  peilbtniance 
of  their  duties. 

5.  In  case  of  insubordination  or  misconduct  on  tiie  part  of  the  Persian  signallers, 
hie  Royal  ITlijhncFs  the  Iti7.;u!-e«-Su]laneh  enpipep  to  use  his  best  emleavijurs  iu 
lawfully  bupportiu;;  tim  authority  of  ihv  English  superintending  officer,  exercised 
under  die  iut  rule.  On  the  other  luind  the  Engtiah  officer  ei^ages  that  the  honnds 
of  that  authority  shall  in  no  way  be  exceeded. 

6.  The  Engfaflh  officer  ehall  hatve  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  receipts  of  money. 
A  Mirza  will  he  ap|)ointed  at  each  station,  who  will  he  tlireetly  resjuiiiHlhle  for  the 
accounts  to  the  itizad-es-Sultaneh.  Hut  the  En;^-^!'!-!!  isuperiiiteudiug  officer  shall 
render  to  his  Boyal  Highnei^e.  or  any  person  who  may  {)e  appointed  b^  the  Feruan 
Government,  such  account  of  the  telegrams  dispatched  under  his  authority,  as  maybe 
sufficient  ^or  full  information. 

Theee  rules,  however  general  in  some  a^iae,  are  understood  to  have  special  application 
to  the  second  wnre. 

Article  VI.  In  filling  up  vaoancies  which  mflv  rx^nrr  among  the  i=in-n!iller.>j  employed 
under  Article  IV.,  the  English  tele^tinh  officer  tliall  give  the  prefereuee  to  natives  of 
Persia,  provided  they  be  qualified  in  nis  e!»tiniation,  by  the  knowledge  «>f  the  English 
Imtfuage  and  other  attainments  ncces^sary  for  this  service,  to  perform  the  duties  required. 

Article  VFT.  As  the  telegraph  offices  ol  these  two  wires  ou^ht  to  be  distinct,  the  Per- 
sian Government  shall  build  a  new  office  adjoining  the  exiatmg  one,  wherever  there  arc 
not  separate  rooms. 
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Aff*  Ho*  fl.       Article  VUL  II'  aav  injury  befall  the  aeoond  wire,  cv  delay  Qoour  througli  press  <d 
i      traffic^  the  first  wire,  whieh  is  specially  used  for  internal  comraunicallon  in  Persia,  shall 

give  n8«i8tancc  to  the  second  wire,  and  vice  versi. 

Article  IX.  For  every  message  of  20  words  or  less,  from  Khanikin  to  BuHliiro,  or  via- 
versii,  one  tomnn  five  krans  and  eight  ahahia,  in  Persian  money,  or  14s.  in  Kn^li.'-li  mniu'v , 
shall  be  cliur^fcil.  witli  proportionate  rates  for  tlic  IiitLTvtninn-  tnwni5.  Tlu-  Plt-Iuu 
Govcrniiitut  acceptti  tlic  tariff  laid  down  iu  the  last  C'oaveuiion  between  Turkey  and 
England,  bO  far  as  re«;ard8  tlic  rates  of  messages  sent  by  the  two  GoTemmenta  frm 
Btimire  to  India,  and  from  Khanikin  to  Constautuiople  or  liiuropB. 

Artide  X.  The  yearly  receipts  will  be  credited  to  the  Persian  Treasury ;  but,  sbouU 
they  reach  a  liiglier  .sum  tliiiii  thirty  thouHaiid  ( ;U),0O0)  t^jmaus,  the  isurplus  will  be  OMide 
over  to  the  olHcers  of  the  Engli^  Government  fur  tiie  cost  of  their  cstaDlisiuueut 

Article  XI.  All  Indian  measaffea,  at  whatever  part  of  the  line,  or  from  whatever  place 
reeeived,  shaJl  be  given  ovpr  ti>  trie  fecond  wire,  and  the  accounts  regularly  kept. 

Article  XII.  Should  the  trathc  so  continuously  increiiijc,  as  to  demand  more  in  one  day 
than  the  fair  day's  work  on  the  seoond  wire,  the  excesM  of  telegnnw  shall  be  handed  over 
for  di^tch  to  the  first  wire,  tite  money  received  on  them  bdng  eepwntelT  oedited  to  tlia 
Perrian  Oovenunent.  The  adjustment  of  this  matter  shall  rest  wiA  ue  Itind-es-Sulp 
tunch,  and  tlu' English  superintending  officer.  This  Article  it^  qiiito  irrespective  of  the 
provision  for  mutiuJ  aseistunce  in  the  event  of  a  slight  and  temp>rary  delay. 

Article  XIII.  The  cost  of  all  other  than  In^an  or  snhmarme  cable  messages  shall  he 
separately  credited  to  the  Persian  Treasury,  althimgh  conveyed  by  the  .«eoond  wire. 

Article  XIV.  The  relative  values  of  coin  shall  be  calciilated,  for  purjwses  of  account, 
•tliie  following  rates: — 

One  pound  sterling  —  25  francs  —  22  krans. 

One  shilling  =  1  franc  25  centimes  »« 1  kran  2  ehahisi 

One  penny  —  lOcentimee    8  ahahis. 

A  a  rule,  aeoounta  flhallbe  kept  in  l!iigli#h,  ud  pnym«ntauMk  in  T^ena,  in  Pouaa 

currency. 

Article  X  V.  The  telegraph  .locouuts  shall  be  made  ii])  by  the  English  su{>erintcndiDg 
officer  monthly,  and  sent  to  Constantimiple,  wlu  re.  by  comparison  witii  the  cable  and 
Turkish  aeermnt';,  they  will  be  cliccked  by  the  Britisli  Commissioner  appointed  forthat 
purpose.  Ou  the  return  lu  Tehcrau  of  the  audited  accounts  from  Constantinople,  the 
amount  due  to  the  Persian  Government  will  he  certified  by  the  English  officer,  and 
sjpeedily  paid  every  six  montiis^  as  stated  in  the  last  Article.  Tlie  above  account  sliaU 
alwsyB  DC  open  to  tiie  Inspection  of  tiie  telegraph  aj^t  of  the  Persian  Government  at  Coi^ 
etantinople,  or  any  person  reonpnised  by  the  Persian  Minister  at  the  Ottoman  Court  for 
tiie  settlement  of  accounts  of  international  traffic  on  the  Persian-Turkish  line. 

Article  XVl.  The  telegraphic  regulations  drawn  up  at  Paris,  on  the  13th  of  April, 
Auiii)  Doiiuni  One  fhou.^and  ei^dil  hundred  and  -ixty-five,  shall  he  carried  out  under  the 
su|H;riuteuden(  e  oi  tlie  I'er.-iau  Guvernmeui,  so  far  a«  not  opposed  to  the  terms  of  the 
present  Convention  or  the  instil  utions  of  Persia. 

Article  XVIX.  Any  disagreement  arising  between  the  tel^rmph  employ^  of  the  two 
Governments  shall  be  referred  to  tiidr  Excdlendes  ^  P«ni»i  Minister  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  and  tin-  Ilritl^h  Minister  at  Tdictaaj  ttt cvder  that,  after  neceaeaiy  inveatigatioD,  ft 

just  decis'icn  may  Ik-  |>ronouueeti. 

Artich'  X  \'  1 1 1 .  This  Convention  shall  take  effect  from  the  opening  of  correspondence  on 
the  second  wire,  and  remain  in  fcrce  for  five  f^)  years  from  the  day  that  a  telegram  is  first 
dispatched  thereby.  At  the  expiration  of  tlic  fi  ve  years,  it  shall  be  null  and  void.  If  at  any 
time  within  the  term  appointed,  the  capabilitic-*  of  Persian  telegraphers  for  tlieir  work 
shall  be  proved  to  the  f^atisfaction  of  the  chief  of  the  Persian  telegraphs  and  the  Kngliah 
telegraph  officer,  the  full  period  ditdl  be  ciirtsaled,  and  tiie  line  mane  over  dtogether  to  the 
Persian  (ti>\  i-rnment. 

Article  XIX.  The  present  Convention  shall  be  ratified  and  the  ratificatiomi  exchanged 
»t  Teheran  within  five  mootiis,  or  sooner  if  practicable. 


Done  at  Telieran  on  the  twenty-third of  November,  Anno  Domini  One ' 
eight  hundred  and  aixty-five. 

(signed)       C  AUmn.  (l.  S.) 

Meena  Seated  JSJuxn,  (l.  ft.) 
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LIST  OF  PAPERS. 


Mr.  Mt-rivftle  to  Lord  Wodehouae  ' 
Two  BnclxMurea- 
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t 

9 
10 

u 

12 

a 
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31 
22 
23 
U 
ii 
26 


a 


Hsrl  RusscH  to  Mr 
Kirl  <lr  (irey  and  B^oa  to  Lwd 
Wo<lebou««. 

Two  EadoaarM. 

EmI  RoiseU  to  Mr.  Alison  - 

Mr.  MeriTsle  to  Lord  Wodebovse  - 

J|r.AliiODto£utBwMa  - 


Mr.  BmmmiiA  to  Mh  UtdnUt 
Mr.  H dffll  to  Mr.  HanuMiid 

i  Etrl  Rossetl  to  Mr.  Alison  • 
Mr.  Aliaon  to  Ewl  Ruoell  - 
Mr.AliMatoEuliinMtU  . 


Mr.  HuHMod  to  U r.  Mirimde 
Mr.  AttmtoBwlItUMD  - 
Mr,  Bwrbtfto  Hr.  HMMMid 
Enl  RohSd  to  Mr.  AliMtt  • 

31r.  Aliaon  to  Eart  Rnndt  • 
Mr.  Baring  to  Mr.  HuMnaad 
Earl  Ruaaell  to  Mr.  Aliion  - 
Mr.  Alison  to  Earl  Rauell  - 
Mr.  Aliaon  to  Earl  RiumU  - 
Mr.  Merivaleto  Mr.  Hammond 
Eail  Ttn<.sctl  to  Mr.  Aliion  - 
Mr.  Mclvill  to>Ir.  Hammond 
Kui  KiuMsU  to  Mr.  Aliaoa  - 
Mr.  Aliaon  to  Earl  RumcU  • 
Mr.  Tboroaon  to  Rarl  Roiiell 
Two  BoeloaiirM. 

Mr.  Saitirkk  to  £wi  RwmU 


Mr.Mvtralttolb'.BMii 
Mr.Bwli«toMr. 

One  Encloaare. 


30  Mr.  Ilsmmond  to  Mr,  Merivale 
Jl     Mr.  IIammon(i  to  Mr.  Thomson 

31  \  Mr.  Eastwick  to  Earl  Ruwell 
»    Mr.  BHtaS  to  Mr.  HamiMni 

I  One  Kudoior*, 

U  ■  Earl  RoEsell  to  Sir  H.  liulwer 
3.'     Mr.  Thorasoa  to  Earl  Ruaaell 
Mr.  Bering  to  Mr.  Hammond 
7     Eiirl  RuM.  l!  to  Mr.  Thomaon 
J*     Earl  Ru-aell  Uj  Sir  H.  Bulwer 
39  I  Mr.  Tbomsou  tu  Earl  RuMell 
M    Htw  Thomson  to  Earl  RmmU 
One  Enclosure. 

i  .      Mr.  Tliomsoti  to  Karl  Husittl 
a     Mr.  Baring  to  Mr.  Hammond 
O    Mr,  Tbom.ion  to  Earl  Ruasetl 
Two  Eadotures. 

41     Mr.Tbomaon  to  Earl  Ru^^rll 
Mr.  Hjuhhioik'  t'l  ^l''-  iWtritale 

IS     BirH.  Dulwcr  to  K.ul  Roaicll 

One  Eacloaure. 


17  M«7  leci 


2S  M«r 
1  Jobs 


6  June 
G  Jan« 
4Sept. 

8  Nov. 

2«NoT. 
2  Dse. 
■>  Nu». 
6  Nor. 


1862 


17  Dh. 
10  MoT. 

22  Jan. 

18  Feb. 
17  Jan. 
10  Mar. 
12  Mar. 
25  April 
iO  May 

10  Sept. 

11  Sept. 

17  Oct 

18  Oct. 
4  No». 
3  Dee. 

19  Deo. 


6M.  1W9 

19  M.  - 

21  Feb.  - 

2«  Feb.  - 

7  Feb.  - 

1  April  -. 

2  April  - 
10  Mar.  - 
28  April  - 

e  May  - 

6  Majr  - 

13  April  - 
IS  April  ^ 

12  May  - 

3  July  - 
29Uij 

6  Jane  - 

9  My  - 


3a5 

866 
SOS 


367 
358 
SD8 

960 
350 
920 
3jO 
360 

861 
961 

362 
303 
304 
304 
364 
904 
36.1 
305 
3«5 

:\m 

366 
906 

908 

970 
370 

372 
373 
373 
879 

n74 
U7-t 
374 
370 
372 
376 
896 

377 
377 
977 

378 
379 
870 


Ma. 


47 
48 
49 
90 
51 

52 

53 
54 

J5 
56 
57 
5tf 
59 
60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
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69 
70 

71 
72 
73 

74 

75 

76 
77 
78 
79 

80 

81 

82 
83 

84 
85 
86 
87 

88 
89 

00 
91 

92 


Mr.  Layard  to  Mr.  Merivale  - 
Mii,TlMaaMi  to  Bwi  RiuMeU 
Mr.  MiMS  to  Mr.  HemiMiad 
Hr.  BMNOMHid  to  Mt.  MMfiS 
Sir  R.  Bnlwarto  Bifl  BumD 
Onv  gndc-Tirc. 

Hr.  Melritl  to  Mr.  Hammond 
Om] 


Mr.  Layard  to  Mr.  Merivnte  • 
Mr.  Melvill  to  Mr.  Layanl  - 
Mr.  MclvitI  to  Mr.  Hammood 
Earl  Rusairll  to  Mr.  Alison  - 
Mr  Layard  to  Mr.  MeWill  - 
Mr.  Melvill  to  Mr.  Hammond 
Eurl  RiiMeM  to  Mr.  nimnson 
Furl  Riiiscll  lo  Mr.  Ali-itm  - 
Earl  Ituiaeli  to  .Sir  11.  liulwer 
Mr.  Layard  to  Mr.  .^leKiU  - 
Mr.  Mclvill  to  Mr.  l.aviird  - 
Mr.  MclriU  lo  Mr  l.uy  ird  - 
Earl  Kiuwll  to  >tr  II.  Unlwer 
Mr.  Uerinle  to  Mr.  HuaiBand 
Eurl  Rawil  to  Mr.  AUmd  . 
Mr.  Marlfala  to  Mr.  BuiBoaA 
Earl  Buiwn  toSr  H.  Balm 
Eirl  BoMell  to  Mr.  ABmb  - 
One  BuolmnMi. 

Mr.  Meriva'e  to  Mr.  Iln  iimond 
Earl  RaaseJI  to  Sir  H.  Ualwer 
Sir  H.  Bulwer  to  Earl  Roseeil 
One  Enclosure. 

Mr.  Hammond  to  Mr.  Merivale 
Sir  H.  Bulwer  to  Esri  Rvaaell 


Mr.BiilmtoMr.: 
Mr,  AliHHi  to  Btfl  L_ 

Mr.  Hammond  to  lb.  L...„._„ 
Earl  Russell  to  Sir  O,  BalfMr 
Mr.  AliaoA  tn  Eoi  BomO  - 
OooEkidMtto. 

Mr.  AliWa  to  Earl  Rassell  - 
One  Enclosure. 

Mr.  Kr^Vil:c  to  i:.irl  Ru^.scU  - 
Mr.  .Merivale  to  Hr.  Hammond 
One  EnclotoR. 

.Mr.  Hammond  to  Mr.  Merirale 
Earl  Uuuell  to  Mr.  RrddM  • 
Mr.  AliMU  to  lUrl  Russell  - 
Mr.  Bnlline  to  E.-irl  Raasell  • 
One  Eucioaofe. 

.Mr.  Ertkiae  to  Bari  RomcU  . 
Mr.  BnUM  to  Bui  BhmII  - 
One  Bndownt. 

y\T.  Hammond  to  Mr.  Merivaie 
Mr.  HwnmonJ  to  Mr.  iUeiivilo 
Mr.  Huunotid  to  Mr.  Morivil* 


mi 


20  July 
4  Joly 
7  Aug. 

11  Aog. 

31  July 


12  Ang.  - 

ISAng.  - 

ISAas.  - 

10  Aw.  - 
IS  Ang.  - 

14  Aug.  - 
17  Aug.  - 
24  Aog.  - 
24  AoR.  - 

24  Aug.  - 

25  Aug.  - 

26  Aug.  - 

27  Aug.  - 
8  Sept.  - 

11  Sept.  - 
11  Sept.  - 
II  Sept.  - 

15  Sept.  - 
S38e|«.  - 


•JH  Sept. 

i  29  Sept. 
I  19  Oct 


24  Oct.  - 

20  Oct  - 

9  Not.  - 

SOot.  - 

4  Nov.  - 

9  Not.  ~ 

9  Oct.  - 

10  Oct.  - 

11  Nov.  - 
SDm.  - 

3  I>eC.  - 

3  D«.  - 

3  Not.  > 

7  Dec  - 

0  Dec  - 

lODtD.  - 

22  n«,  - 

22  Dec  > 
94  Dm, 


Pago, 


380 
380 
381 
381 
981 


388 


8S8 

986 
380 

387 
.1H7 
OH  7 
387 
887 
388 
388 

3Sy 
380 
390 
390 
391 
991 

301 
309 
308 

303 
886 


S90 

906 
396 
387 


308 
300 

401 
401 
409 
409 


404 


400 
405 
400 


COFY  of  the  Agreement  with  the  Persian  Goveunment,  arranged  by  Mr.  Eastwick^ 
in  Deoomtwr  1862,  for  the  piixp09e  of  Constructing  a  Likb  of  Tblbobaph  through 
Ptrtia,  and  of  «U  Cobbbs»>mdbnce  rohtmg  thereto. 


No.  1. 

Mr.  Merivaie  to  Lord  Wodeliouxe. — (Received  18  May.) 

My  Lord,  India  Office,  17  May  1861. 

I  AM  directed  by  Sir  ClmrlL'f  Wood  to  forward  herewith,  for  Lord  John  Eii^sell'< 
infonuatioiis  the  oopy  of  a  letter  and  iUi  encloeurc,  which  has  been  addreasod  to  the  Persian 
AmbsBMiidor  at  thii  uoiiirt>  regardinjg  a  proposed  agreement  between  -die  Li^in  and  the 
Peiwn  QoTenunents  fox  oonStniictuig  a  Ime  of  telegraph  tiirough  Persia  to  Ini^ 

I  havej  &e. 
(ngned)      JEFfmra  Maiaah, 


0.4S. 


3B 
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^  856  APPCNDIX  TO  BBFOKT  Wmom  VBZ 

Ap|i.  N««S,  Enclofiurp  1,  in  Xo.  1. 

Sir  C.  tFood  tu  Meerza  Djtmfir  Khan. 

Sir,  India  Office,  17  May  1R61. 

In  accordance  with  the  understanding  at  the  la?t  interview  which  1  had  the  pleasure 
of  himiig  with  four  Excellency,  I  beg  to  forward  to  yon  a  memorandum  of  the  terms  on 
wlucli  t  am  of  opinion  that  nn  a<7rccment  mi^ht  be  made  between  the  Persian  and  Indian 

Govcrnmc  ntri  for  tlie  consf  nn  tion  of  a  line  of  tele^rf^p^^  from  tlie  Turki.-h  frontier,  through 
Persia,  to  Bunder  Abbas,  which  shall  form  a  conijuiiu  nr  jmrt  of  a  liae  of  telegraph  froUk 
tluacouotrry  tu  India;  and,  in  doin;;  so, I  rer|ue^t  tli  it  your  K xcellency  will  exprewtolua 
majesty  the  Shah,  the  gratification  with  which  Her  Majesty's  Government  will  co-operate 
with  his  Majesty  in  estahli(<hing  a  system  of  communication  which  cannot  fail  to  be  of 
mnf^rf  advantage  to  both  countries. 

In  Older  to  save  the  next  seaaon  for  work,  it  would  be  necoasarjr  to  take  immediate 
measurefl  for  providing  the  stores  which  mutt  be  sent  from  this  countiy.  I  have  therefbra 
to  inquire  wh<'th,^r,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Excelli  ncy.  his  majesty  the  Shah  wUl  COncor 
in  the  expedicacy  of  comweuGing  operatiuua  iu  October  next. 

I  have,  &c. 

  ("gned)      a  Wood, 

Enclosure  2,  in  No.  I. 

Mekobandum  uf  proposed  Terras  of  Agreement. 

1.  That  the  line  should  commence  at  Bagdad,  proceed  from  thence  to  Tehran,  and,  from 
that  city,  t  ii'i  Ispahan  aud  Sheraz,  to  Bunder  Ablj  i-'. 

2.  That  the  expense  of  oonstruotiiig  the  work  should  be  shared  equally  by  the  two 
oountriee.* 

3.  Tluit  the  line  should  be  executed  under  the  aupermtoadenoe of  Bridsh  affioan»  to  1m 

selected  by  the  Secretary  «)f  State  for  India. 

4.  That  the  line  should  consist  of  two  wires,  one  of  which  should  be  for  the  exelttsivtt 
use  of  the  Persiau  and  British  Governments  respectively.  If  either  wire  should  beeomB 
unserviceable,  the  one  in  good  order  should  be  available  for  both  Governments. 

6.  That  the  exi)ense  of  working  and  niaintuining  the  line  be  divided  between  the  two 
Oovemmenu ;  but  that  each  Government  should  be  entitled  to  be  rcjmid  the  amount  of 
this  charge  from  the  value  of  the  mesMgee  sent  by  them  respectively,  according  to  the 
rates  specified  in  a  tiirifTfo  Iji-  il  'tcnnincd  on. 

6.  As  the  line,  when  liuitihcd,  will  be  the  property  <if  tlio  Fer^iau  Government,  the 
eunis  advanced  by  the  British  GrOTernoMnt  for  the  construction  of  the  line  should  be  re- 
paid to  them  by  the  value  of  the  messages  sent  by  them  ImmhuI  tliat  required  for  defrajring 
their  ?hare  of  the  maintenance  and  working  the  line,  cak  ulateil  us  above. 

7.  In  the  event  of  the  line  being  destroyed  by  subjects  of  the  Shah,  or  in  the  event  of 
the  British  and  Indian  Governments  bein^  deprived  of  its  use  by  the  act  of  a  suii^eot  oi' 
the  Persian  Government,  before  the  British  Oovemment  u  repaid  under  Glanse  6»  thA 
sum  due  to  the  Britidi  Oovennient  should  be  repeid  to  them  by  the  Oovvnmeiht  ol 
Persia. 


No.  2. 

Eorl  £iMis2{  to  Mr.  Atuon. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  28  May  1861. 

I  TUaNSMIT  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  India  Office, +  enclosing  a 
+  N<k  1.-      communication  which  Secretary  Sir  Charles  Wood  haa  addressed  to  the  Persian  Antbaa- 
8ador  at  this  Court,  respecting  a  projected  agreement  between  the  Persiaii  and  Tmli^ 
Qovemments  for  the  construction  of  a  tele^ph  through  Persia  to  India. 

I  shall  Im  glad  to  receive  any  otwerrationa  whioh  you  may  have  to  make  upon  thia 
subjeeL 

I  am,  &c. 

  (signed)  RuawetL 

(Extnwt.)  ^• 

Earl  de  Grey  and  Bipm  to  larA  Wcdelumtej---(ReetX79A  3  Jnne.) 

India  Office,  1  June  1861. 
In  continuation  of  my  letter,  dated  the  t7th  instant,  I  have  to  forward  herewith,  by 
derire  of  fS^r  Charles  Wood,  copy  of  a  letter  ▼lueh  baa  been  reomvvd  fion  the  Permaa 


Ambaesiulir  at  tliin  Court,  and  oif  thaveply  thento,  Mgaidingtha  Qonstmeiioii  ef  a  line 

of  telegraph  through  Persia. 

*  In  oarryinjT  out  this  condition  it  •honld  be  andentood  that  the  Peninn  (Jovernment  wil]  provide 
the  timber  post*,  tlie  iolaad  carriage,  and  ths  labour;  th«  Indian  Government  supplying  the  iron  wiro^ 
iusDlatacs,  ew.^  at  laeb  ports  es  imgr  be  dsddsd  ea. 
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(Extract.) 

Metna  E^ftrJOutn  to  Sir  C.  Wood. 


aBLScT  ooimmBB  ov  mm  ntm a  coniVNiCATtOKs.  997 
"Badaan  \,  in  Koi  3. 

(Tnmflhition.) 

Claridge's  Tlold.  20  May  1S61. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  17tl«  of  May,  and 
as  I  fiiul  that  certain  matters  contUDed  in  it  are  not  exactly  ia  oonformity  with  the  wishes 
whicli  I  c\|ire^s.ed  to  you  at  our  recent  interview,  I  beg  to  trouble  yon  with  the  following 
oUservationa  on  the  points  at  ipsue  : — 

Tha  Persian  Government  ia  not  in  itself  at  all  anxiou.-s  about  the  conetruction  of  tele- 
giaphi  in  the  Persian  territorr,  because  it  feel«  that  there  are  many  other  brunches  of 
oublic  expenditure  that  are  or  more  importance  to  Ac  country  :  niid  if  Lie  majui'ty  the 
Shall  (  "iilil  If  tliii:-  imiuinl  to  support  fiich  an  uivL  i  takmg,  it  would  be  nuiiiily  with  a 
view  of  thereby  securing  the  frieatUiiip  and  good  fccllug  of  the  Englibh  Govenunent.  It 
apf)ears  to  me  that  two  modes  of  proceeding,  in  regard  to  the  telegraph,  offer  thcwadvee 
for  consideration. 

l»t.  The  Britiali  (joveruuieul  might  obtain  the  sanction  of  Persia  to  the  construc- 
tion of  a  telegraphic  line  ujion  Persian  soil  from  Bagdad  towards  Eurrachee  by  whatever 
route  might  be  thought  advisable,  the  I*erMan  Government  being  granted  in  retom  the 
privilege  of  transmitting  a  certdn  number  of  words  daSljr  through  the  tclegiaj  li,  lVce  of 
expense  ;  ami  tin-  tvli graph  and  its  revenues  becoming  ]ir<i[-i'ity  *)!'  thi  Persian  (i.ivcru- 
meut,  after  remaining  for  a  certain  number  of  years  in  tlie  bunds  of  the  British  coo^lructOE9 
(a  proposition  to  thi?  effect  has  indeed  been  already  made  from  Paris  to  the  government  of 
Per-ia)  ;  :uid  tlic  r(T,--ian  (Jcivrrnmont  wduM  mi  its  part  ent^nqr  that  the  m.itrrin!  required 
from  the  country  for  ihc  u.-<c  oJ  the  teiegrajili  .-should  be  suppiied  at  the  market  rules,  and 
would  further  use  all  due  exertion  in  prutoctiug  the  lino. 

The  other  mode  of  proceeding  would  lie  in  tiie  constructioo  of  a  telegraph  from  the 
Bagdad  frtmtier  (not  from  the  city  of  Bagtlad)  to  Bunder  Abbas,  nt  the  Joint  expense  of  the 
Enj;lish  and  Persian  Govermnonts,  under  ct  rtain  conditions  wliidi  T  previously  mentioned, 
and  which  X  have  now  the  honour  to  repent ;  namely,  that  m  there  u  really  no  public  call  for  a 
telegraph  in  Perna  itfleif,  nor  any  poseibility  of  the  repulta  obtiuned  from  it  in  lihe  country 
being  at  all  ronirnerifiiTrate  witli  iKe  exponse  of  making  it.  it  would  be  ^^^cs^ary,  in  order  to 
inter*  ;-r  his  inajesty  the  Shah  iu  the  undertaking,  and  to  induce  him  to  join  in  the  cooatrue- 
tion  of  ttu;  line,  tiiat  there  should  bo  a  handsome  bontts offered  by  the  British  QoTCfnm«nt» 
mi<-h  as  thv  supftly  of  wire,  without  deducting  its  expense  from  t!ic  value  of  mcasagee ' 
uiitted,  or  the  direct  tdlowance  of  a  sum  of  money  independently  of  all  joint  outlay. 


/ 


Enclosure  2,  in  No.  3. 

(XstnieL) 

Sir  C.  Wo9d  to  Meerza  DJat^er  Klian. 

India  Office,  31  May  1861. 
1  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's  letter,  dated  the 
20th  instant,  and  with  reganl  to  the  modified  ammgements  which  you  have  proposed  for 
takii^  the  line  of  tolegmph  from  thi«  country  to  India  through  Poreia,  I  have  to  state 
that,  if  instaad  of  the  iiropotucd  plan  mibnritled  with  my  letter  of  tiie  I7ih  instant,  his 
majesty  the  Shah  woula  prefer  that  the  line  frinn  the  frontier  near  Bagdad  to  Bunder 
Abbo^  should  be  altogether  constructed  and  worked  by  Bntieh  officers,  and  at  the  expense 
of  the  Indian  Government,  Her  Majesty's  Government  will  not  object  to  the  arrange* 
mcnt,  upon  the  emiditinn  that  the  line  should  remain  in  the  hands  of  tl»c  Indian  Govem- 
mcnt  for  a  certain  number  of  years,  a^iy  25,  all  expenses  being  paid  and  all  rcttijjta  being 
TCtuned  by  them,  and  that  after  this  period,  during  which  the  Persian  Government  should 
have  the  privilege  of  transmitting  a  certain  nund^er  of  words  daily  free  of  expense,  the 
telegraph  Md  its  revenues  shonld  become  the  property  of  the  PeniBn  Govwmnent,  all 
expense  attending  the  working  and  maintaining  it  hoing  then,  nf  (■iturso,  borne  by  the 
government,  who  should  undertake  to  keep  it  in  perfect  working  order  and  to  convey  the 
joeaai^efl  of  Ibe  British  and  Indian  Gt>vwDineiits  «t  a  rate  to  be  mutuallf  agreed  on. 


No.  4. 

(Eztnwt) 

Earl  Hutsell  to  Mr.  Alison. 

Foreign  Office,  t>  .Juuc  1861. 

Wi  i  ii  It  ference  to  my  Dciftpatch  of  the  28th  ultimo,  I  transmit  for  your  informatmD  a 
co]ty  iif  a  letter  from  the  India  Offirc.*  enclosing  l  i-t' m  i-  corrc^jvondciice  which  hn  jiussed 
between  the  Secretary  rd  State  and  ^iterza  Djauti  i  kiiau,  uu  the  proposed  consiruction  of 
a  telegraph  through  Persia  to  India. 

You  wilt  parcel ve  that  the  Persian  Ambassador  has  proposed  to  modify  the  terras  of 
agreement  with  reeard  to  dii«  projected  telegraph  which  were  oommunioated  to  his  Excel- 
lency nn  the  ITfiKxTMay,  and  that  Sir  Charles  Wood  has  stated  in  his  letter  to  the  Persian 
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4fPt  lt«i. «.    AinbMsador  of  dift  31st  ultimo,  the  conditional  modification  to  which  he  would  agree,  ia 

.   '  .  the  event  of  tlie  non-acceptance  of  hi^  origiiml  pro|)osnl  liy  tlie  Persian  Govprnmcnt. 

The  Perdian  Ambasftauor  ia  o«w  ou  liiii  way  back  to  Pcrsui,  and  will  probably  reach 
Tehran  soon  after  my  present  instruction,  and  it  is  not,  therefore,  likely  that  nUBfill  time 
would  be  ioBt,  hy  wuting  for  lus  arrival,  in  obtaining  a  dedaion  with  regard  to  the  pn^toaed 
tclcgraphio  line* 


No.  5. 

Mr.  Merivale  to  Lord  Woilehouxe. — (Received  7  Juuc.) 

My  Lord,  India  Office,  6  June  1861. 

With  reference  to  my  letters  of  the  17th  May  and  l?t  June,  rc<j;arding  the  nej^otiatlons 
which  liave  been  goins  on  for  taking  a  line  of  teleamph  from  Turkey,  mrough  Fersia,  to 
Li^a,  I  am  dedred  by  8ir  Charles  Wood  to  reqne^t  that  Sir  Henry  Buiwer  maybe 
instructed  by  Lord  Jolm  Russell  to  tell  f'oioiicl  Kemball  that  lie  i-<  not  to  ado])t  measures 
for  continuing  the  line  from  Bagdad  to  Buijjjorab,  or  any  other  place,  without  further  orders 
from  die  Government. 

It  would  at  the  same  time  In*  ilt  >ir;ililc  tljut  Sir  Henry  Buiwer  should  Ijc  asked  to  ascer- 
tain whether,  in  the  event  of  tht;  litie  frum  Bagdad  to  India,  by  Bussorak  y^ad  the  Persian 
Gulf,  being  superseded  by  one  overland  through  Persia  and  Bcloochistan,  the  Turkish 
Govenunent  would  not  consider  that  the  Indian  Government  had  fulfilled  their  engagement 
by  conneoting  Bagdad  witik  the  proposed  Pcman  Une  at  the  frontier  near  iSaaX  place,  instead 
el  taking  the  line  on  to  BiiMorah. 

IhaTB,  &e. 
(signed)      JiSermon  MirieaU. 


Mr.  M$oH  to  Svrl  ihttie221p-<ReeciTed  17  Oetober.) 

My  Loid,  Gamp  near  TdiniBi  4  Sepiembw  U61. 

I  RBCBiTBD  the  letter  enoloeed,  in  oopy,  from  die  Mudieer'^a'Doin.di,  on  the  84th 

ultimo. 

I  was  encouraged  to  hope,  (ram  the  tenour  of  this  connnunication,  that  the  government 
of  the  Sliiih  was  prcpnrccl  to  enter  upoTi  the  subject  of  the  telegraph  line  to  India  through 
Persia;  but  I  wa*  iufurmcd  by  the  Iklimster  for  Foreign  Anairs  that  it  was  the  King's 
intention  to  w^t  for  the  arrival  of  Meerza  Djaafer  Khan  from  Tabrccz,  and,  onoer 
the  instruction  from  your  Lorddiip's  office,  I  have  assented  to  this  course. 

MeaawhOe  much  Tsluable  time  is  being  lost  by  the  dilatory  movements  of  fhe  ex- 
Ambassador;  and,  altlioUffli  he  lia?  been  t-ninmoned  by  telegraph  to  proceed  liithcr  forth- 
with, I  leam  by  a  teletjrapliic  dispatch  received  yesterday,  that  he  has  not  yet  left  Tabreez, 
and  cannot,  tlierefore.^jc  expected  to  arrive  herf  under  20  days  at  least. 

I  elicit  from  the  Mini.-tt  rof'Fftreign  Atfalrs  tluit  the  Shall 's  f;ovcmmcnthas  pomemis^'-ivings 
aa  tu  its  ability  to  protect  the  proposed  line  to  Buuder  Abbas,  unless  the  British  Govern' 
ment  should  consent  to  defray  the  expense. 

His  EzoeUenoy  obsen  ed,  "  to  protect  the  Tabreez  line,  which  ia  on  the  safest  route  in 
Persia,  we  are  oN^ed  to  c in()l oy  200  horsemen.  To  afford  equal  proteetion  to  the  Bunder 
Aldms  line  would  require  nearly  2,000,  and  surely  the  Musheer-ed-Dowleh  COUld ttOt  have 
meant  that  the  expense  of  maintainitig  these  should  be  defrayed  by  Persia." 

These  remarks,  however,have  reference  only  to  the  clause  suggesting  that  the  line  should 
be  ronptructcd  by  and  reserved  loT  the  ezoluaive  uae  of  the  ladini  Government  for  aoertain 
number  of  years. 

In  this  riuse  the  advantage  to  be  dn  i  >  cd  by  Persia,  of  having  a  oertmn  number  of  worda 
conveyed  daily  free  of  expense,  would  not  compensate  for  the  heavy  ei^ense  attending  the 
protection  of  we  line. 

T  think  it  would  be  desirable  that  a  gentleman  conversant  witli  lln  t-uhject  of  tcle:j:r:iphic 
communication  in  all  its  detaila  should  be  attached  to  this  miseioa,  pending  the  negotiatioue. 

I  nave^  &c. 

  (signed)      C.  AUtom, 

Enclosure  in  No.  6. 

(Extrnet.) 

Meerza  Djaafer  Khun  to  Mr.  Alison. 

(Translation.) 

10  August  1861. 

Thank  Go<1,  I  have  reached  Tabrc  ez  in  rroixl  liealth  on  my  return  fnnii  T>unil(in.  It 
was  my  intention  to  proceed  without  <icday  to  the  capital,  Bui,  owing  to  tlte  iiou-arrival  uf 
the  baggage  of  this  Embassy,  and  with  a  view  to  tlie  arrangement  of  certain  raattenfi  con- 
nected with  this  Province,  it  became  necessary  that  I  shoula  remain  some  time  at  Tabreez. 

The  British  Government  being  desirous  that  a  telegraph  should  he  extended  fmn 
Bagdad  to  Kuirachee,  and  that  an  arrangement  to  that  elfect  should  be  made  a^  soon  ns 

possible 
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powible  wiih  the  Peiuan  Minister*,  and  alM  that  the  necessary  mate  rials  should  thii  year      Appw  N«L «. 
beconvc  vcd  to  Bunder  Abbas,  I  "lavc  a  promise  to  Sir  Cbarlee  Wood  that  I  dumld  do   

cvcrytliing  in  my  power  to  reach  Tehran  soon. 

If  yuu  (leom  it  expedient  that  no  more  time  should  be  k)8t,  yon  might,  without  waiting 
to  ht  :ir  further  from  me,  begin  to  diaoaw  the  settlemeat  of  this  queelion  with  the  Miiuster 
for  Foreign  Affairs,  Meerza  Saoed  Khan. 

Please  God,  this  imp<»rt«iU  attiiir  will,  through  your  <xood  exertions  and  zca!  for  the 
interests  (tf  both  Governmcats,  and  for  the  welfare  of  Persia,  be  brought  tu  a  speedy  and 
seti^ftctoiy  result. 

It  is  not  impiobable.  that  I  may  reach  Tehran  before  the  termination  of  your  negotia- 
tions. 


No.  7. 

Mr.  ITmnaieii^  to  Mr.  Iftrivab, 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  8  Novcmlicr  If^lil. 

I  AJI  directed  by  Earl  KusscU  to  transmit  to  you,  to  be  laid  before  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India,  copies  of  a  Despateh  and  of  its  endoanre  from  Her  Majesty's  Minister  in 
Persia,*  respecting  ilie  [uoposcu  line  of  tolcpraph  through  that  country  to  IntVia.  ATr.  •No.fl. 
Alison  sujgj^cfite  thai  iiomc  person  convcrsaut  with  the  subject  of  telegraphic  comiuuiiiea- 
tion  in  all  Its  dctailn  should  be  sent  out  to  Tehran,  to  remain  there  during  the  ncgolia- 
tions  with  tlie  Fcrsian  Govornracnt;  and  I  am  to  state  that  Lord  Russell  would  be  glad 
U)  know  nhfLlier  Sir  Charles  ^Voud  deems  it  expedient  to  act  upon  this  suggestion  by 
^pointing  such  a  person  to  proceed  to  Ibe  Persian  e^tal. 

I  have.  Sic, 
(aigned)     J?*  Mmmaad. 


Xo^S. 

Mr.  Mehm  to  Mr.  Seaimaiid^BMsmi  87  November.) 

Sir,  India  Office,  26  November  1861. 

I  AM  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  in  Council  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  and  to  state,  in  reply,  that  instmctions  will  be  sent  to  the 
Government  of  India  to  take  imnicdiate  measures  for  deputing  to  Pcrnia  an  officer  in  all 
reepects  qualified,  not  only  to  assist  in  the  negotiations,  but  to  advise  as  to  what  many  be 
tike  most  ndtable  direotiom  for  the  line  of  telegraph. 

T  am,  &c. 
(signed)      J.  Cosmo  MelvUL 


Na  9. 

(Extract.) 

Eari  Bmu^  to  Mr.  AUson. 

Foreign  Office,  2  December  1861. 
Ikbtbuctioits  will  be  scut  to  the  GovennncDt  of  India  to  take  innncdiate  measures 
for  deputing  to  Persia  an  officer  in  all  reapect.s  qualified,  not  only  to  assist  in  the  negotia- 
tions, out  to  advise  as  to  what  may  be  the  moet  suitable  direction  for  the  line  oi  tele- 
graph. 


No.  la 

(Extract.) 

Mr.  Alison  to  Eari  Jiussell. — (Received  14  December.) 

Tehran,  5  November  1861. 
On  the  24ili  ultimo  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  called  upon  me,  on 
the  part  of  the  Meerza  Saeed  Khan,  and  stated  that  the  Persian  Government  accepted  the 
propoeals  made  on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  for  the  constmotion  of  the  tele> 
graph,  with  certain  additional  eonditions,  viz.:  — 

1.  That  in  case  of  England  beiu^  at  war  with  soma  other  atate,  and  Persia  being  in- 
duced by  that  state  to  stop  the  workmg  of  the  line,  then  Persia  should  pay  to  England 
the  whole  expense  incnrrcd  in  the  construrfion  ami  v,  king  of  the  li|ie«  deducting  the 
amount  which  may  have  bocn  received  up  to  tliai  tune  lor  messages. 

2.  That  every  person  employed  for  the  protection  of  the  line,  whether  Agent, 
Gholaumj  or  Sarbaz,  that  h,  mounted  or  foot  patrol,  should  be  pi^  by  the  Bntish 
OoTomment. 

3.  That  there  being  a  trad  of  country  in  the  direetlon  of  Srindc  over  wMdi  Pcrt-ia 
claimed  authority,  but  which  would  not  j}ay  litr  holding,  the  English  should  for  the  j)re- 
sent  protect  the  line  in  thattraetof  t«»ntory,  hut  give  to  Persia  a  paper  setting  forth  that 
the  claim  of  Persia  to  that  tnict  was  not  invalidntcd,  and  if  Persia  should  luireafter  he 
strung  euouj^h  to  nrotect  the  line,  thcu  the  Rritish  Government  would  resign  the  pro- 
tection of  it  mto  tne  hands  of  PeniB. 

0.43.  a  B  3  The 


Digitized  by  Google 


APPfiBDIX  TO  kkPORT  FBiOX  TBB 


>      App.  No»  Tim  Ant  psrt  of  ttiese  oomBHoim,  the  Under  SeeietMy  sbrte*.  had  been  pro])oied  by 

—  the  MuAeer-ed-DowIch  to  Sir  C^Kirh    Wnn<^,  ami  accopted  l)y         altliough  ii  does 

not  appear  in  the  correspondc'iicr  Iimiu  die  India  Office  forwarded  to  lue  by  your 

^\'ith  respect  to  the  second  condition,  It  might  be  Imi>olitic  on  the  part  of  Her 
Mjijci'ty's  Government  to  refiitic  to  contribute  in  a  liberal  8]>irit  towards  the  protection  of 
the  line,  for  such  a  course  might  pcrvc  na  an  exciwe  for  its  ireqnent  intcrniption.  But  it 
▼ill  be  neoetsary  to  come  to  a  full  understanding  on  thie  aubject,  more  porticalariy  ae  the 
insertinn  of  the  word  **  Sarbaz,**  or  midier.  would  seem  to  imply  an  Intention  on  tht 
fmxi  <if  tlir  Persian  Government  to  provi*lo  for  :i  cortniTi  niinihcr  of  it*'  troops. 

The  iMu^hccr-«d-Dowleh  thiukd  that  G,OOU/.  per  annum  w  ill  cover  all  expenses. 

AVitli  retipect  to  the  tiiird  additkmal  dause,  I  think  it  \b  iaunaterial  whether  Her 
Mail    y's  Govcrnnjcnt  ajrrcc  to  it  or  not. 

Witlv  tiic  view  of  affordinjr  Her  Majesty's  Government  the  fullest  informutiou  on  tfalB 
anhjecty  as  well  as  to  »tate  with  indisputable  accuracy  the  text  of  the  propoc^ed  additions, 
I  have  endeavouTsd  to  procure  them  in  writin;^,  and  iu  a  mora  developed  atate«  from  the 
Persian  Minister  for  Forci<;n  Affairt*;  hut,  although  promised  to  me  sereral  times,  the 
paper  will  not  be  forthcoming,  I  f  ar,  Iti  Jiinr,  in      l  y  !!ii>  mcsscnprer. 

The  MusJicer-cd-Dowleh,  in  tiic  mean  time,  \\[Mn  me  with  the  evident  intention 

committing  me  to  an  accejitance  of  tiic  projtosed  additionis;  but  I  told  him  that  it 
was  iuipo:isible  for  me  to  form  a  ju»t  appreciation  of  them,  vnlesft  I  received  them  in 
writing. 

In  tne  event  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  being  able  to  come  to  a  decision  on  the 
information  thus  far  ooOTeyod  to  it,  I  would  suggest  tliat  a  Draur^ht  of  Convention,  or 
Aj^ement,  be  prepared  at  the  Foreign  Office,  and  sent  out  by  a  gentleman  converHutt 
mth  the  details  of  the  telegraphic  system. 


Na  11. 

}Ax»  AUaon  to  Earl  itntw/L— ^Beoeived  14  Deoember.) 

My  Lord.  Tcliran,  R  NorcmHcr  IRGl. 

With  reference  to  my  Dctfpav<  h  of  y*;«terUay's  date,  rcsjxH  tint:  the  proposed  tclcgrapliio 
line  throiiph  Pereia,  I  have  the  honour  to  enclo-c  cojiy  nm\  fran-latioo  Off  a  paper  wkicil 
hn^  lu  en  just  sent  tn  me  by  the  Persian  Minister  for  Foreign  Aflairs. 

The  report  of  Uic  I'  irst  Meerza,  conveying  hie  Excellency'?  message,  is  uIbo  enclosed  in 
translation. 

Tins  Memorandnm  contahw  the  additiooal  articles  stipulated  for  by  Persia,  as  already 
reported,  in  a  more  stringent  Ion*,  widi  «■  additional  artiele,  by  whieh  Poeia  may  at  anj^ 

time  purchase  the  line,  and  filler  11 1  I'll  it?(lf  tbc  i:'X]ten>c  cf  trifinr;  it;  and  which,  if 
ever  carried  into  effect,  wouM  annul  the  r^ht  of  the  British  CiuvLrnnicnt  to  maintain 
possefsion  for  25  ycai 

Therf  is  no  liinc  >)t'tnie  ilic  departure  of  the  me«9eni:jpr  fn  ^rc  tlic  Minister  fur  Forc-ifru 
Affaire  on  tliis  suijiect,  l)ut  i  rihall  infoi'm  his  Excellcucy  that  i  liave  rLlVn  cd  the  question 
to  -Ae  deeirion  of  Her  Majesty's  GoremmenL 

I  have,  &o. 
(signed)       C,  MbtOH. 


Enclosuie  1»  in  No>  11. 

(Translation.) 

Mbxoranoqk. 

Tehran,  6  November  ISfil. 
With  regard  to  the  carrying  the  line  of  telegraph  from  Bagdad  to  the  Port  of  Kiim<> 
eliee,  through  the  Peraiam  temtory,  &e  foUotring  oondilioitB  hare  been  proposed : 

1st.  The  expenses  of  ooiwtmction  shall  be  defrayed  by  the  English  G«venumnt  from 

first  to  last. 

2ndly.  The  line  t>hali  reauiin  iu  the  lianda  of  perstma  appointed  by  the  aaid  English 
Government,  without  the  interference  of  any  other  party,  for  25  years,  and  dmibg 
said  periinl  the  jinifits  of  the  line  shjill  be  rtTcivcd  liv  the  En^'^rit^h  (government. 

Snily.  Tliti  i't-i.-^ian  Government  ehali  have  the  right  to  transmit  a  number  of  worda, 
tvhich  shall  l>e  agreed  upon,  to  any  pbloe  it  may  desire, in  the  fi»nn«if  queslxm  and  aiuw«r> 
without  nmnent. 

4thlT,  Tne  Perrian  Government  phnll  issue  a  stringent  order  that  in  every  proviBoe  die 
niiUt'i  ials  !nr  tli-  tc'enri-aph  t«ball  be  f,i>\<\  t>)  tha  EiigKA  offiaewi  mt  the  enrrent  price  of  tbe 
day,  uud  no  liigittr  price  8haU  be  demanded. 

5thly.  The  Pcn-^ian  Government  shall  «ee  its  utmost  endeairoor  to  protect  the  line. 

6thly.  If  the  English  Govrrnmont  ?bnl!  be  at  war  with  a  foreign  Govcrnniont,  and  the 
Pere^ian  Government,  Uirough  the  influence  and  at  the  insti^atiou  of  that  foreign  power, 
shall  stop  (the  extension  of)  the  tdegraph  line  thxani^  tts  own  territories,  then  the 

Peraiiut 
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Penam  GovenuDoit  shall  he  bound  to  pay,  after  deduetbg  the  profiii,  tiie  balance  of    ^p^,  ;fo. 
nptnaes  inrurrefl  by  the  Kii^li^li  fJovcrnmpnt  for  the  line.  *  y 

Tb»  above  coDciiiwms  have  been  eubmitted  to  his  mjycsty  the  Shah,  and,  in  accordfloce  / 
tMk  Im  deeiakn,  the  Pcnian  Gaymmmtt  will  aeoept  them  with  the  foUowing  addHioDal 


That  the  Enfifliah  Government  rfiall  pay  the  expenses  of  protecting  the  line,  as  far  as  the 
Persian  Govi-nmu'tit  l:a;-  t Ik- power  ami  autliuihy  tn  jir.iicrl  it. 

Also,  that  the  Enghsh  Government  shall  cnt^age  tiiat  whatever  jwwex  and  authority, 
■id  {iroprietnr}'  right  the  Persian  Government  from  former  tidoea  to  the  present  day 
po«:5:cs^c<l  and  posseHtH's,  from  PxiiuIim-  AMui--  to  the  frontier  of  Scuide«  aball  remain  «M 
statu  quo,  without  augmtrntatiou  or  diiiautuion. 

Alao,  thai  wheneTer  the  I'eivian  Govcrnmcut  !>]xn\\,  £emn  any  caucio  wbatorer,  deaire  to 
increase  ita  povw  in  those  territories,  the  Engiiiah  Government  eliall  in  no  way  whatever 
eitiier  overtly  or  Kcrctly  op|)fwe  liie  name. 

Al!»o,  that  iftlic  I'ci-imi  (i>  voiinntii;.  throupli  tlie  iiu  rm^e  of  it*  authority  and  power, 
ahould  bo  able  to  undertake  tiie  protection  of  the  line  iu  those  it«  territoriea,  then  the 
•xp^we  of  pivitectii^  the  line  there  ako  ahall  be  defrayed  by  die- English  Government 

If  tbe  l'rr->i:in  Governmrnl  j-IiumM  at  nuy  tiiiio  roii^iil,^  it  rtr>ir';ilile  to  reimburne  the 
Engrli-li  (io\< mment  for  tlie  expenses  ol  the  tebjrrapli  trom  Kliauakeeu  to  tiie  other 
extreiiiiiy  of  its  territories,  after  dedlWtine  the  profits  received  durinj;  the  intervening 
period,  and  shall  not  require  the  expewealor  protectiiiij^  tlif  Hue,  then  the  telemnph  fn>m 
Kbanakeen  to  the  afore.said  point,  both  aa  r^urdt*  the  <  .jM-i  ty  aud  the  pn>iits.  «haH  belong 
to  the  Persian  Government. 

Minor  points,  wliich  do  not  require  to  be  specified  at  present,  shall  be  settled  between 
tfic  agents  of  die  two  Qovcmments  when  the  work  is  Gommfmeed, 


Endoeure  S,  in  No.  11. 

(Translation.) 

Meerxa  Sukan  Khan  to  Mr.  *Aiiamt. 

November  1861. 

The  1'crc.iitn  Mini!»tpr  for  Foreicrn  Ati:iir>  iiaviiiL'  thi^i  duy  M-iit  lor  mc,  gave  me  the 
McinoraTidum  which  had  bi-en  written  n  .ninln.^  (he  teh'i^ajih,  iiud  caid  tliat  his  majesty 
the  Shah  bad  requested  that  the  British  )tUuister  should  have  the  Memorandum  clearly 
translated  and  sent  to  the  English  Government. 

If  the  ]'n;;li>b  f;n\ ('tiiivicnt  liad  Lnvcn  to  the  nrit:<*h  Mini^t(^l•  .>u(.li  full  powers  as  that 
he  did  not  require  a  second  peniu.-«siun,  tluni  it  tnigiit  be  anaugcd  that  the  contract  be 
condnded.  If  not,  the  British  Mini-ster  might  eommnnicato  woe  matter  to  the  Britiah 
GoverniiuTit.  ;ind,  after  obtaining  the  -  lU'  tiun  of  his  Government,  the  Persian  nnvcrnment 
was  ready  to  conclude  the  conti'act,  in  aeconlance  with  the  conditions  spccitied  iu  the 
Memorandum. 


No.  12. 

Mr.  Uammmd  to  Mr.  Merivale. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  17  December  1«61. 

With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  telegram  £rom 
Her  Majc-ty's  AmSapsador  at  the  Porte,  Htating  that  the  Persian  Government  were 
willinj^  to  iiLcept  the  proposals  «»f  Her  Alajeaty's  Government  for  the  construction  of  a 
Une  ot  telegraph  through  I't-r^ia,  with  three  additional  conditions,  I  am  directed  by  Earl 
Rus«ell  to  transmit  to  you,  to  be  laid  betbre  SccreUiry  Sir  C.  Wood,  a  oopy  of  a  Despatch 
from  Her  Majesty's  Minister  at  Tehran,  reporting  the  nature  of  these  additional  eon- 
dition-.  uii'l  fjiviiiir  ]u-  (>|iitiii'i)  wltli  ri-.-.|»cct  to  them. 

I  am  to  add  that  a  fuithcr  Despatch  from  Mr.  Alison  on  this  subject,  of  the  6th  of 
NoTember,  hae  been  marked  by  him  as  ha^ng  been  sent  in  copy  to  the  India  0Sk9* 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)      £.  Hammand, 


No.  la. 

(Estnct) 

Mr.  AlitM  to  Earl  iZtisM/JL^Beoeived  23  January  1862.  ) 

Tehran,  19  November  1861. 
Fekkooku  Kua}(  called  upon  rac  a  few  days  ago,  and  dwelt  much  on  Uic  subject  of 
the  projected  tolegfiq^h  tbrou^  Persia.  He  expresBed  an  aaxioue  desire  that  it  should 

be  earned  out. 

I  observed  to  his  Excellency  that  it  was  a  pity  the  proposals  made  by  Her  Majesty** 
Government  had  not  been  accepted  unoonditionolly  by  Persia. 
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Appi  No.  4>  <'l>sci-ving  tliat,  though  I  had  tried  to  elicit  a  rlcar  answer.  I  was  still  kept  in 

  the  dark  us  to  rho  probable  cost  of  protecting  the  line  ;  Fcrrookh  Khan  assured  me  that 

Her  Majesty^s  Gorenunent  need  not  tronble  tiieir  nnnds  on  thb  acore.   The  ezpenee  of 

t)rotecting  the  line  now  establiehcd  between  Tehran  and  Tahreez  could  at  any  mument 
)e  ascertained,  and  taken  as  a  basis  whereon  to  reckon  the  cost  of  protecting  the  line 
between  Khanakccn  and  Bunder  Abbas.  The  amount  would  not,  in  hu  opinion,  exeeed, 
at  the  utmost,  30,000  tomana  (14,500/.)  a  year. 

I  then  took  occasion  to  remark  that  it  would  have  been  better  had  the  conditions 
relative  to  the  country  ijctweoii  liuiider  Abbas  and  Scinde  been  altogether  left  out;  for 
these  might  remiire  consideration  and  involve  a  delay  of  some  time;  while,  if  the 
telegraph  wu  to  De  made,  no  time  should  be  loet 

Ferrookh  Khan  thought  that  Persia  onpht  not  to  be  blamed  for  making  some  allusion 
to,  and  thus  avoid  future  mi!»understandiiig  re.specting,  a  country  which  undoubtedly 
bdonged  to  her,  but  over  which  she  vfa»  not  at  present  prepared  to  exerciee  a  direct  controL 
He  concluded  by  expressing  a  strong  hope  that  I  would  do  my  utmost  to  induce  Her 
Majesty's  Government  to  adncre  to  their  intention  of  extending  the  telegrauhic  line 
through  Persia,  which  he  looked  upon  u  a  matter  of  great  importance  to  ^igland,  and 
a»  an  miincn<^c  boon  to  tliia  eountry. 

Subsefiuently  to  this  interview,  I  reoeiyed  a  message  from  the  Peraian  Minister  for 
Foreign  v\ftairs,  that  little  weight  need  be  attached  to  the  stipulation  regarding  Persia's 
right  to  buy  up  tiic  line  at  any  time.  I'crtiia  was  never  likely,  his  Excellency  said,  to  pay 
the  large  sum  requisite  for  thi^  purpose.  lie  added,  that  it  was  also  very  unlikdy  tnat 
action  Would  e\er  be  taken  on  the  etipLdafion  refciring  to  Bclooehistnn. 

The  result  ut'  iny  inquiries  respecting  ihc  telegraph  between  Tehran  aud  Tabrcez 
that  its  construction  cost  about  36,000  tomans  ^17,000/.);  that,  besides  the  persons 
employed  at  its  four  stations,  about  39  in  number,  it  is  protected  by  200  mounted  guardi^ 
two  fbr  every    Farsakh  "  or  four  miles ;  that  half  of  uiese  guards,  being  exempted  from 

taxen,  cot^t  about  l,2(Vf)/.  a  year,  and  the  otlicr  half  about  2,500/.,  beside:*  the  usual 
subsistence  allowance  of  a  few  pence  u  day  to  every  man.  The  posts  on  this  line  are 
made  of  poplar,  and  cost  about  8*.  9d.  each.  IHiose  on  which  the  bells  are  fixed  cost 
about  4  /.  each . 

The  person  who  Kuperintciub  this  line  thinks  that  tlie  constructiun  ui  one  from  Khana- 
keen  to  Hunder  Abbas  would  eost  at  least  50,000/.;  and  that  it  would  be  a  very  important 
precantioa  to  have  a  Persian  Commissioner  of  high  rank  apfiointed,  who  should  have  the 
diaige  of  supplying  us  with  all  requisite  materials. 


Nob  14. 

Mr.  Banng  to  Mr.  JScraimsiid'.— <Beeei««d  28  January.) 

Sir,  India  Office,  22  January  1802. 

I,  AM  directed  by  Sir  Charles  '  '<>  ncknowled^e  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  17th 
ultimo,  widi  its  ( iielosure^,  from  Mr.  Ali-on,  nnnouneing  the  condition?  upon  which  the 
Persian  Govenuiieul  lias  consented  tu  accept  the  proposals  made  lor  the  construction  ol  a 
line  ol  telegraph  through  Persia. 

These  conditions  uere  embodied  by  ihe  Persian  Minister  for  Foreign  Afikirs  in  the 
Memorandum,  «  triinslatton  ef  which  Mr.  Alisnn  has  forwarded  as  Enclosure  No.  1  of  his 

letter  of  tbe  <;ili  Novtndier  Ia'<t. 

I  am  lu  (jflt  r  the  lolbwing  observations  upoa  the  new  articles  proposed  by  ihe  Petrsiau 
Govemmctit,  wliirli  commence  with  that  numbered  6  in  the  Memorandum. 

Sir  Cb;-.rles  W  (jod  canuot  anticipate  that  tlie  Persian  Government  will  ever  a"t  in  so 
unfriendly  a  luauner  towards  Her  Majesty's  Government  as  to  inttirupt  the  couuuunicatiou 
by  telegraph  through  Persia  to  India,  at  the  instigation  of  a  foreign  power,  whilst  friendly 
relations  between  Great  Britain  and  Persia  are  continneU.  In  such  a  oise,  however.  Her 
Majesty's  Government  woald  dearly  be  entitled  to  demand  that  the  net  expenses  incurred 
by  ilie  Goveriinieiit  of  India  in  the  construction  a;  cl  (lefence  of  ibe  line  should  lie  [>ald  by 
the  Persian  Government,  aud  iSii  Charles  Wood  docs  not  nee  any  objection  to  the  iuserliuii 
of  an  article  in  which  the  Persian  Government  admits  this  liability. 

Sir  ChaiK  ,  \\  odd  cannot  n.jr(  r>  tn  tlie  next  new  article,  w  lilch  stinulates  that  the  wiiole 
expenses  lit' p'utu' tint:  the  line  ^huil  ue  borne  by  tin;  Engiisii  Government.  No  relmbie 
esumate  ot  the  cost  ol'  firotection  has  been  furnished  ;  but  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  in 
CoaoeU  will  undertake  to  pay  half  tbe  total  expense  to  be  incurred  by  tlw  Peraian  Goveni« 
ment  for  th?  protection  of  the  line  between  Khatiskeen  end  Bnnder  Abbas,  a  distance  of 
aboui  l,:i()0  miles,  piovided  tl.al  tlia  contribution  dfies  not  exceed  0,000  I.  per  annum  :  that 
payment  is  to  cea-^e  if  the  communication  is  ititerrupted  from  want  of  sufficient  protection; 
and  that  tbe  cost  of  repairing  any  damages  or  injury  to  the  line,  resulting  fixnn  toe  want  of 
protection,  shall  he  deducted  from  the  next  payments. 

With  regard  to  the  third  condition.  Sir  Charles  Wood  is  quite  ready  to  agree  to  a 
stipulation  that  whatever  claims  the  Persian  Government  may  possess  to  the  territory  be- 
tween Bunder  Abbas  and  the  frontier  of  Scinde,  shall  not  be  amcted  by  any  arrangement 
for  the  coostruetion  of  the  telegraph  between  Aose  points;  but  he  must  decline  to  enter  into 
any  pcospeetive  arrangement  as  w  the  protection  of  the  Ime  through  that  country. 
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Sir  Chaiifci.  Wood  has  no  o\>y  ninu  t.;  offer  U)  tlu-  roii.aiiiii.-  new  mtlrie,  under  which  (lie 
Persian  GovemmeDt  may  at  any  time  obiaiu  posscsbioii  of  the  telegraph  by  paymum  of  the 
net  expenses  of  its  conatroetion  and  defence. 

Sir  Cliarles  Woivc!  is  dispos'd  to  agrf»-  with  tlut  sii^fijestion  contained  in  Mr.  Alis  .n's 
letter  ol  the  I9tii  >ove  nber,  timt  it  would  very  much  facilitate  the  construction  of  thi-  iine 
ef  telegraph  if  a  Persian  Conimiiisiouer  of  high  nuik  ie  appointed  who  shall  bave  cbaige  i»f 
gupplying  .ill  the  requisite  mat'.'riaU. 

With  reference  to  tlie  concluding  paragraph  of  Mr.  Ali»on*e  letter  »»f  the  Sth  November, 
I  am  directed  to  acquaint  you  iha'  Sir  C  larh  s  Wo  d  has  suggested  t  tlv  (i  ivt  rmmnt  of 
India  to  depute  Major  Putrick  Stewart,  iate  Officiatiog  Superintendent  of  the  Indian 
Telegraph',  to  Persia^  in  order  to  supply  Mr.  Aliaon  with  ihe  (eebnical  inforroaiioa  required 
by  him. 

I  am,  8Um 


Nil.  15. 

Earl  Buuell  to  Mr.  AUnn. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  18  February  1862. 

Hbe  MajestyV  Government  have  had  under  their  consideration  your  l>espatdies  of  the  6th, 
6tb,  and  I9th  of  Novomher  last,  respcctiiifr  the  conditions  upon  which  ^h^^  IVrsiaii  Govern- 
ment consents  to  accept  the  proposals  of  the  liritisit  Go  ernment  for  the  construction  of  a 
telegraphic  line  thnraith  Penia. 

Thr  e  conditions  were  ombc^ier!  by  thfi  Persian  Fon  i'rn  Minister  in  a  Memommlum 
whicti  \\as  enclosed  in  your  Despatch  of  the  6th  of  November. 

I  have  now  to  slate  to  you  as  regards  the  new  articles  proposed  hj  the  Persian  Govern- 
BMBt,  which  commence  with  that  numbered  6  in  the  above-named  iVfemorandum,  that  Her 
Msjpsty's  Government  cannot  anticipate  that  the  Persian  Government  will  ever  act  iu  go 
unfriendly  a  manner  to-vards  this  c  luiitiy,  as  to  interrupt  the  communication  by  telegraph 
through  Persia  to  India,  at  the  instigation  of  any  foreign  power  whilst  friendly  relatiana 
exist  between  Pemn  and  Great  Britain. 

In  such  a  case,  liowever,  Her  Majesty's  Governmi  nt  would  clearly  he  entided  to  dcniand 
that  the  net  expeii&es  incurred  by  the  Government  of  ludia  ia  thi  construction  and  defence 
of  the  line  should  be  paid  by  tlie  Persian  Government,  and  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any 
obiec:tion  to  the  insertion  of  an  article  in  wliicb  the  P^ian  Govemmeat  admits  this 
liability. 

n<>r  Majesty's  Governaient  cuiuiot  aL;rt'e  to  the  next  new  article,  wliich  .stipulates  that 
thv  whole  expenses  of  protecting  the  telegraphic  line  sltall  be  borne  by  tlie  F^wgHgh 
Govern  ment. 

No  icliablc  eslimnte  of  'he  cost  of  protci  tion  has  l)ein  furnished;  but  the  Secretary  of 
Stat  for  India  in  Council  will  undertake  to  pay  half  the  total  expense  to  be  incurred  by  the 
Peraiaii  Government  for  the  protection  of  the  Imv  between  Khanakeen  and  Bunder  Abbas, 
a  di-tance  o)  about  1,300  miles,  provided  that  the  sura  to  be  contributed  bv  the  Indian 
Guveriunent  does  not  exceed  6,000/.  per  annum;  that  payment  is  to  cca.>.e  if  the  comiuuni* 
cation  he  inteirupted  from  want  of  suiBcient  protection,  and  tliat  the  cost  of  repairing  nay 
damages  or  injury  resulting  to  the  line  from  the  want  of  protection  sliall  be  deducted  from 
the  next  payments. 

With  regard  to  the  3rd  condition,  IIlt  Majesty's  (jovennnent  ar  quite  leadv  to  i^ree  to 
a  stipulation  tlml  whatever  claifus  the  Persian  Govcruaieut  may  possr-ss  to  the  teiritnrv 
between  Bunder  Abbas  and  the  iVuiitier  of  Scinde  shall  not  be  aifected  by  <iuy  arrangement 
for  the  construction  of  the  telegr.iph  between  those  points;  but  Her  Majesty's  Govemment 
must  <ie>  hue  to  enter  into  any  prospective  engagement  U8  to  the  protection  oi  the  line  through 
that  country. 

Hf  r  Majesty's  Goveinmem  have  no  objection  to  the  remaining  new  article,  under  which 
the  Persian  Government  m:iy  at  any  time  obtain  posAesMon  oMhe  telegrafih  by  paying  the 

net  expt  nses  of  its  construction  ami  defen(  e ;  and  they  are  disposed  to  agri  e  witli  tlie 
8uei:e.<-tioii  inad<;  in  your  Despatch  of  the  IS^ili  of  November,  that  it  would  very  much 
facilitate  the  construciiun  of  the  line  if  a  Commii»sioner  of  higli  rank  were  appointed,  who 
should  have  t:ie  charge  of  supplyin;;  all  tl^;  icquisite  materiaU. 

I  have  to  add,  ihat  the  Secretary  of  State  has  suggested  to  the  Goveruuu  ut  of  India  to 
depute  Major  Hatiick  Stewart,  late  Oliiciatin;;  .Superintendent  ol  Indian  Telegraphs,  to 
Persia,  in  order  to  supply  you  with  tbe  teclinicai  information  which  you  require. 

I  am,  &c. 
(signed)  RtuseiL 
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No.  1«. 

Mr.  AUwt  to  Eari  JKiumUL— (Received  28  February.) 

My  Lord,  Tehran,  17  Jain.uj  y  1862. 

The  Oitoniar.  Minister  lias  rnont  oiicd  ;o  me  thul,  at  an  audience  which  lie  had  of  the 
Sbith  a  tew  days  ago,  His  iVhije  ty  f  .vitit  '^sed  a  (^rcat  desire  ior  the  eatablishiueot  of  aa 
dectric  tdeiarmpb  between  TcIu  liii  an  i  Bii.;dad  ;  indeed,  that  tlie  King  seemed  bo  eanoaat 

on  the  swhjfrt,  that  in-  iissurril  HayJer  I'.ffl'iidi  tliat  it'  fhc  Porli;  bc-aii  the  exf.cii-ioa 
of  Its  wire  uoia  But;<Ja  -  at  oiict,  ha  wuuiil  be  Hind)'  to  joia  ii  at  KJiaiiakeen  on  the 
frontier. 

So  far  back  as  the  13th  ot  October  18fiO,  1  conveyd,  ai  tin-  Kmj;'s  desire,  a  ric^-.ac-e  of 
a  similar  nature  through  Hc-r  Majesty's  Atiibass-idoi  ..t  Cunstaittinople  ;  but,  aliiiougii  the 
reply  was  lavourable,  no  further  Kiei>  was  taken  in  tli<'  mattei  heie. 

Luolciog  to  the  number  of  Persian  merchants  and  other  subjects  established  tiiroughout 
Ttarkey,  and  of  pilgrims  of  all  ranks  who  resort  to  the  shrine^  of  Kerbela  and  Mecca,  it  is 
anticipated  that  the  eslaUisliment  of  such  a  line  would  be  amply  reatuoetative. 

I  liave,  Sec. 
(signed)       C.  Alison, 


No.  17. 

Mr.  Baring  to  Mr.  AMmKnu(.^Rweived  11  Maxcb.) 

Sir,  India  Office,  lO  March  1863. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  17th  December  last,  and  to  my  repJy  of  the  223tid 
January,  I  am  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  f)r  Iiidiii  in  Council  to  aC4uaim  you  that 
the  Governor  General  of  India  in  Council  lias  stie*  icJ  Majt,r  Patrick  Stewart,  of  ilie  Bengal 
Engineers,  and  late  GflSciaiiiiL  Superintendent  ofTelfgiuphs  in  India,  to  proceed  to  Tehran, 
and  to  remain  there  attached  to  the  Mission,  during  the  continiiaooa  of  the  ae^itiatiou 
twapeeting  the  ibmation  of  a  line  <^  telegraph  througii  Persia.  - 

I  am.  Sec 
(aigned)      T.  C.  Barimg* 


No.  18. 
Earl  RtrndtUt  Mr.  JMaOH. 

Sir,  Foreign  Oiiice,  12  March  1862. 

With  reference  to  the  last  paragraph  of  my  instruction  to  you,  of  the  18th  ult.,  I  have  to 
inform  you  tlih.t  the  Governor  General  of  India  in  CDuncii  lias  selt  ctcd  Major  Patrick 
IStewart,  of  tite  BeDnal  Engineers,  to  proceed  to  Tehrnn,  and  to  remain  there  attached  to 
the  British  Mission  during  the  continuance  of  the  nsgntiations  for  the  formacioo  of  a  line  of 
telegraph  through  Persia. 

I  am,  Sec. 
(sigmd)  BMmH 


No.  19. 

Mr.  AUsom  to  Earl  RuteU. — (Received  33  May.) 

My  Loml»  Tehmn,  26  April  18«2. 

Tom  Lonbbip's  Despatch,  of  the  I8th  of  Febrnary,  respecting  the  cousti'MCliop  of  th« 
proposed  telegraphic  line  through  Persia,  readied  me  on  the  ISth  instint,  and  I  loet  OO  time 
in  communicating  its  contents  to  the  Persian  Government. 

On  the  ISnd  April  I  reoeifed  a  message  to  the  following  purport  from  the  Minister  tor 
Foreign  Affiuis,  which  was  confirmed  to  me  personally  by  bis  Bscdiency  on  the  foUowtag 
day : — 

''The  Persian  Government,  being  on  the  most  friemily  terms  with  tliat  of  Eugiaiid,  %va» 
anxious  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  latter  as  far  as  might  be  regarding  the  proposed  line  of 
telegraph.  The  Paper  of  Conditions  sent  by  the  Persian  Government  to  Mr.  Alison  had 
been  framed  in  that  spirit,  and  was  all  that  Persin  could  possibly  ai^ree  to  in  leturn  for  the 
concesMOQ  of  permission  to  construct  the  telegraph.  The  English  Ooveranieat  seemed  to 
think  that  Persia  had  not  gone  so  far  a«  she  mi^ht  be  iadoced  to  do,  and  therefore  in  Lord 
Russell's  Despatch  various  medificiitions  nf  the  Persian  conditions  had  been  proposed.  The 
Shah  was,  therpfore,  obliged  to  say  that  he  couM  not  consent  to  any  alteration  wtiatever  of 
the  said  conditions,  nor  cottld  he  agree  to  nnderlahe  anytbtiy  which,  perhaps,  might  he 
found  difficult  for  bhn  to  carry  out. 

"There 
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"There  were  many  publi.  works  of  utility  which  it  uouM  be-  desirable  to  carry  out  1«  sides 
the  telegiauh ;  but  lookiug  to  the  cjHs  for  niiiitary  uiuttti^,  &.c.,  the  resources  of  Pet^ia 
mm  not  Mequate  to  meet  them ;  and,  indeed,  the  Kmg  had  been  surprised  that  the  British 
Government  should  have  limited  the  sum  to  he  appropriated  by  it  for  the  protMilioa  of  the 
line,  before  it  bag  ascertained  what  the  ezpenae  of  protection  would  be." 

The  subject  q£  the  tdegiapli  v»j  thus  be  oonMdered  to  be  obmpieldy  ditipoted  of  for  the 
pre»«nt. 

I  ha,v%^ 
(aigiied)      C*  AHtan. 


No.  20. 

Mr.  AUtoH  U>  £arl  i^Mwi/.— (Received  a  July.) 

My  Lord,  Tehran,  30  May  1862. 

I  AM  informed  by  the  Turkish  Minister  that,  baTin^  received  Ml  powers  <rom  the  Porte 
to  conclude  a  eonventton  for  the  establish  men  i  of  the  tt  legraphic  line  between  Bagdad  and 

T«  bran,  in  pursuance  of  a  stron<r  dftpirc  f  xpri'-scd  cm  thv  part  of  tim  Kin^',  is  rL'|joried  in 
my  Despatch  of  the  17th  January,  he  lost  no  time  in  communicating  with  the  Persian 
Government  on  the  subject. 

Haidar  T'.ffendi  uas  not  ;i  littit-  surprised  «t  being  informed.' in  reply,  thai  the  King  had 
changed  Im  luind,  and  now  meditated  estsiblishin^  a  telegraphic  line  between  Ke^ht  and 
Tehrao. 

I  learn  that  it  is  the  intention  of  th^^  Rucwaa  Ooveniment  to  complete  th^  telegraphic 
loM  to  TSttm,  and  to  aztaod  it,  if  possible,  to  T^breei.  * 

I  iwve,  &e. 
(signed)  C.AHi«iu 


No.  21. 

(Extra«t) 

Mr.  Mmtalt  to  Hr.  Hammond. — ( Received  11  September.) 

India  OtRce,  10  8c[)teiubcr 
It  is  evident  that  a  second  lin*-  from  Bagdad,  through  Persia,  lo  a  suitable  place  on  tho 
ooaat,  where  it  might  be  joined  to  the  fine  through  the  Persian  Oulf,  would  be  of  great 
vultie  whether  as  an  alternative  or  anxiliary  lint-;  and  the  most  convi-nient  place  for  such 
purpose  Moidd  he  lUishire.  The  j^reat  objection  to  the  line  hitherto  proposed  tluough 
Tehran,  Ispahan,  Shiraz,  and  Bunder  Abbas»  was  owing  to  the  great  insecurity  and  conaa- 
i]aent  difficulty  of  providing;  for  the  |)rotection  of  the  last  section  of  the  route;  bot  HO  sudk 
objecti  n  offers  tti  a  line  to  Bushire.  The  Tatter  is  the  chief  Persian  seaport^  and  the 
country  between  it  and  Shiniz  is  perfectly  tranquil. 

Sir  Charles  Wood  would,  therefore,  recommend  thut  Her  l&jesiy'a  iVIinister  atTebiatt 
be  instructed  to  re-open  negotiations  with  the  Persian  Gh>vernment)  with  the  view  of  ascer- 
taining whether  they  are  disposed  to  sam  tioii  the  construction  of  a  line  of  teleirraph  from 
Bn<:dad  to  Bushire,  through  Tehran,  l>;iahaii,  and  Shiraz;  such  :i  line  would  (ilFer  greater 
advantages  to  Persia  than  one  to  Bunder  i\bbas,  and  would  be  free  from  the  dithcultiea, 
poHUcal  or  otherwise,  attending  the  latter.  It  may  be  expceted,  therefore,  that  proposals 
regaid'n'4  it  would  be  favouralily  received  ;  but  Mi.  Alison  mi^ht  be  directed  to  inquire 
on  what  conditions  \U  construction  would  be  likely  to  be  sancliooed,  and  to  submit  the 
•ame  for  the  coosideralioa  of  Ber  Majesty's  OovemmBnt  before  oommitting  himsrlf  ^  lay 
formal  oflier. 


No.  22. 

(Extract.) 

Eail  Bmadl  to  Hi;  AUmu 

Foreign  Offioe,  11  September  IBM. 

I  TKAXPMiT  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  letter  fi-om  the  India  Office,  statins  that  it 
would  Ih-'  very  de«irable^to  have  a  second  line  from  Bagdad  tbrougii  Persia,  to  a  suitable 
place  on  the  coi*»t,  where  it  might  ba  joined  to  the  line  ilirou^h  the  Persian  Oulf.  I  have 
accordingly  to  iimtruct  you  to  re-open  negotiations  with  the  Persian  Qovemment,  with  the 
view  of  carrying  out  the  wishes  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  as  »et  lorth  in  the  India 
OIBoe  latter. 


0.43.  3  c  2 
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Mr.  MelviU  to  Mr.  ifomflioM/.— <Heoeived  18  October.) 

8ir,  ^        India  Office,  17  October  1862. 

I  AH  direeted  by  the  Secretary  nf  State  for  India  to  mfonn  yon  that  it  has  been  deter> 

mined  to  effect  telcgrapnic  commnnication  witli  I  dia,  in  the  fi'-^t  ins  iuice,  by  iiieans  of  a 
cable  to  be  laid  down  the  Fergian  Gulf,  and  that  it  is  intended  to  eHiablish  a  station  at 
Bvtahire,  and,  if  neeeasnry,  at  or  near  Bunder  Abbas.    I  have  accordingly  to  request 

Earl  Russell  n;av  be  moved  to  issue  in^tracti'ins  to  Her  Mjijrsty'^  Hnvoy  at  TeblBll  to 
obtain  tl  c  necessary  pennisMon  frotn  tht-  Government  oi  the  Sh  i  it  lot  that  purpose. 

I  am,  tec. 
(signed)       J.  CosPto  ;l/ticii/. 


Eftrl  £mm0  to  Mr.  ^iifMh 

Sir,  Pordgn  Office,  16  October  1  MR. 

I  HAVE  been  informed  hf  the  Secretary  of  Stete  for  India  that  it  has  been  determined  to 
effect  telegra|jhic  communication  with  India,  in  tiie  6r9t  instance,  by  means  of  a  cable  to  be 
laid  dowu  tbe  Pendtn  Qnlf,  and  that  it  is  intended  to  establish  a  station  at  Bnshire,  and 
also,  if  neceMaiy,  at  or  nexr  Bunder  Abbas.  I  have  accordingly,  in  cooipliauce  with  Sir 
Gbaries  Wood's  request,  to  instruct  you  to  apply  to  the  Persian  Government  for  the  neces- 
sny  pemuisivn  for  that  {laipose. 

I  am,  &C. 
(signed)  JteMdl 


JNo.  36. 

(Extract.) 

Mr.  Alison  to  Earl  RuuelL — (Received  16  December.) 

Tehran,  4  ?foveniber  1862. 
With  rtfei* hcc  to  your  Lordship's  Dc-patch  of  ihe  liib  ot'  Stptcmbcr,  respecting  a  iine 
of  tel^raph  from  Biigdad  to  Tebran  and  the  Fersiau  Gulf,  I  have  the  honuur  to  report  tost 
1  have  reeommended  the  snbject  to  tbe  &Tonnbte  oonsiderBtiion  of  his  Majesty  toe  Shdi^ 
and  thiit  I  have  directed  Mr.  Thomson  to  oonunniiicate  more  foJly  on  tbis  matter  irUh  tbe 
Persian  Ministers. 

I  take  tbis  opportunity  of  acquainting  yi  m  Lordship  that  the  Shah  is  waking  arrange- 
ments to  c-irry  out  a  line  of  telegraph  to  the  Turkish  frontier  near  Bagdad,  the  co>tof 
which  \*>  to  be  defrayed  out  of  the  Government  Treasury,  and  thut  a  company  is  now  being 
formed  to  lay  down  a  teiegiujihiL-  wire  from  the  capital  to  Sbiho.  The  Porteoa  its  pert 
prolongs  ito  tt-l^tapb  to  meet  the  Persian  liite. 

It  must  be  elmys  bome  in  soind  tlwL  telegraphic  lioes  in  Persia  ars  always  getting  oat 
of  Older 


No.  26. 

(BxtiMt) 

Mr.  ^tammt  to  Earl  ihiMrit-  (^Receired  S  January  IfWS.) 

Tehran.  3  Dcceinber  1862. 

I  HAVK  the  honour  to  report  that  I  have  to-day  received  a  formal  assuraoce  from  tbe 
Shah,  conveyed  to  me  Terbaliy  through  the  Minister  for  Foreign  Affaiis,  that  bis  Majesty 
had  decided  upon  at  nncc  unriertaking,  at  his  own  cxpen!>e,  the  construction  t  f  a  but  of 
telegraph  I  rem  Khanakeen,  on  the  Bagdad  frontier,  to  Bushire,  tlirough  Tehran,  iapahan, 
and  Sbiraz,  s\)iich  is  intended  to  be  in  connection  with  the  proposed  telegraph  to  India 
through  tbe  Persian  Gulf. 

Since  Mr.  Absou't;  depai  lure,  1  have  had  frequent  interviews  with  tlie  Persian  Ministers, 
with  a  view  to  ascertaining  from  them  the  most  reasonable  terms  upon  wiiich  they  woold 
sanction  tbe  construction  of  a  teie^ptpli  on  tbis  line  by  the  English  Qovernment ;  aod^  at 
length,  after  a  good  deal  of  discussion,  they  ststed  to  me  the  conditions  which  the  Penian 
Government  would  be  di^posefl  to  accept  in  sach  an  arrangement.  Altb  lugh  these  terms 
have  now  been  set  aside  by  the  resolution  subsequently  adopted  by  the  Shah,  it  may  not 
be  uninteresting  to  your  Lordship  to  learn  what  they  were;  and  1  therefore  enclose,  for 
your  Lordship's  information,  a  Memorandum  in  ubic  li  t!  ey  .-ire  embodied. 

To-day  I  received  a  note  from  Meena  Saeed  Khan,  of  which  a  translation  is  inclosed, 
annooncing  that  be  had  leecived  orden  firon  the  Shah  to  make  a  communication  to  me  on 

iJie 
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the  part  of  bis  Majesty,  and  I  accordingly  \vaite<l  upon      Excellency  durin<;  the  afternoon.       j|pn.  No.  t. 

He  stated  that  tin-  terms  which  it  wh.s  projjos^d  to  offt-r  to  Hci  Majesty's  Government  ha<l 

ye^tor.lay  hei  n  submitted  to  the     <  imcil  i  f  Minieters,  wlio  had  approved  of  them,  and 

recumiuended  his  Majesty  to  sauctioa -their  bemg  forwarded  to  Eogiand.   The  Sbab  had^ 

luyw«v«r,  said,  that  an  ammgeinent  of  tbia  naiure,  if  renlly  carried  oit,  would  probably 

lead  to  endless  cnibariussin-^  !!iscu8>ioi'>  hereaiV  i  between  tlie  Per>ian  Govern-.nent  antl  • 

tbe  Engli!i.h  mission;  and  thiit  he  wiis,  thenfoie,  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  better  and 

niore  convenient  for  both  parties  if  he  ciuisecl  lli<-  line  to  i>f  conatruc:ed  nt  his  own  expense, 

■nd  undeitook  nil  the  responsibility  of  working  aii<i  guarding  it  himself.    This  proposition, 

tbe  Minister  of  Foieiirn  Atikirs  contiimed,  had  b'un  fully  <liscn>'aed  by  the  king  and  his 

miaisteri?,  and,  it  liavin^  been  agreed  lo,  ins  Mttj:'  iv  im  l  or  iei  cd  iiiinto  inform  me  ofhcialiy 

ot  the-  detvrminaliou  arrived  at,  in  order  tluit  1  mi^bt  coiumuojcate  tbe  same  tu  Her 

Majesty's  QoTvmment.   His  Excelleiu-y  added,  that  &e  Sliah  had  ex^timated  tbe  expenaea 

of  cousiriicting  this  lint-  at  100,000  tomans,  but  that  a  lar-t-r  smn  vv  -uld  not  be  objected  lo 

in  order  to  insure  its  being  of  a  jiermanent  and  liiir  tble  character;  ihat  orders  bad  already 

been  ^ven  by  his  Mujesty  to  commence  at  once  puidiaaing  and  collecting  die  m.-iterials 

which  were  procurable  in  this  country,  and  that  no  time  wnuld  be  lost  in  obtaining  tbe 

necessary  wire  and  other  articles  requires!  from  Europe. 

I  look  an  opportunity,  while  a>kiog  for  additional  particulars  u'gardiiig  the  number  of 
wire«  t»  lie  laid  down,  and  tbe  period  at  wiiicb  tbe  line  would  be  hkely  to  be  completed,  to 
lequeat  bit  Excellency  to  tranttnit  this  message  to  me  in  writing,  lo  order  tibat  i  might 
forward  n  translation  of  it  to  vour  Lordship,  and  he  promised  to  oonauU  liia  Mojeoty  oil  the 
subject,  and  send  me  a  n  piy  after  doing  so.  * 

As  it  appe<iM  in  tbe  letter  from  tbe  India  Office,  which  ibrmed  the  enclosure  tt>  your 
Lordship's  Despatch  of  Sepi  mbcr  llth,  tliat  the  telegraph  tlnnn^h  Per~i,i  is  only  de^imd 
as  an  alternative  or  auxiliary  iiiie  to  that  which  is  now  oeiug  carricu  out  Uet,vecu  Buiidiiil 
and  Bussoiah,  it  may  be  considered  preiierable,  I  imagine,  by  your  l^trd.ship,  th  ittbe  Persian 
Govemment  siiould  itself  underiake  the  canstrucuon  of  tbe  line  without  tbe  Engliab 
OkiTemnient  being  committed  to  any  ensat'eaieota  with  Persia,  or  involved  in  any  pecuniary 
liability  wiili  n  sfject  to  this  nie.i-ure. 

When  tliis  lint  is  completed,  siiould  the  Turkish  Government  curry  out  their  mteution  uf 
extending  their  tcle>:iapli  bum  Sivoa  to  Eneroum,  Irom  which  place  they  miglit  be  induc  ed 
to  bring  it  up  to  tlie  Pt  rsian  frontier,  ilien-  would  be  little  difficulty  in  persuading  the  S  a'l 
to  carry  on  the  tekgrapli  which  now  exists  between  Teliran  and  Taiiieez  to  mtet  uie 
Turkish  line,  and  by  this  means  the  English  Government  would  l>e  enabled  to  avail  theiu- 
selvea  of  two  distinct  and  separate  liue4  all  the  '.«ay  irom  •Sivos  to  Buabire,  between  wbidt 
points  the. real  daoger  of  interruption  to  our  telegrapiiic  eonununicntioD  with  India  is  to  be 
•ppidiended. 


Enclosure  I,  in  No.  '26. 


MbmoRahdum  o:  Terms  whicli  the  Persi  n  Mmi^ters  had  agreed  to  offer  to  the  English 
Government,  previous  to  the  determination  of  the  Slndi  to  coastruct  tlie.  Line  betwefiii 
Kbanakeen  and  Biishire  nt  his  owo  expense. 

I.  Thr  expenses  of  construction  of  tlie  whole  line  to  be  defrayed  by  tbe  Boglish  Qovern- 
ment  tirom  first  to  last. 
9.  The  line  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  persons  appointed  by  the  Bnglisfi  Gove  rmnent, 

without  t*ic  interference  of  any  nther  p  utv,  f  >r  a  pi  riod  of  2r,  year*  fr>im  the  coniplt  lioii 
of  the  lini ,  ind  duriug  tbe  said  ;>eriocl  llie  prohu  of  tlie  line  i>>  be  received  by  tbe  Engb-sU 
Government  ;  and  after  this  period  the  telegraph  and  its  reve mesto  become  the  property  uf 
the  Pi  rsian  Government,  all  expeines  attending  the  working  and  maintaining  it  being  tlu-n 
borne  by  tbe  Persian  Government,  who  underiake  to  keep  it  in  perfect  working  or  ler,  and 
to  convey  the  meesages  of  the  British  Goveroment  at  the  rotee  usually  ckaqjed  on  diia 
line. 

9.  Onring  tbe  above  period  of  95  years  tbe  Persiati  Government  to  have  tbe  right  to 
tru  I  ;[  it,  Tree  of  charge,  to  any  station  within  ita  own  territories,  ineosagea  to  the  extent  of 

600  words  per  dicin. 

4.  The  Persian  Government  to  tgtvc  to  provide  the  materials  for  the  eoiulructicn  of  tllia 
Ifane  of  teles;!  ipH  ti)  the  E  inlisti  officers  in  every  province  nt  the  current  price  of  the  day. 

6.  The  Pi  r-  an  Governin>'iit  to  undertake  to  protect  this  line  of  telegraph  from  the 
frontier  at  Khannkeen,  to  Bushirc,  in  consich  ration  of  receiving  from  the  IWitisii  Government 
tbe  sum  of  26,000  tomans  annually.  Thin  payiaent  to  cease  so  long  as  tbe  commuuicatton 
may  be  intemiptad  from  want  of  sofficient  protection,  and  the  cost  of  repairing  any  damages 
or  injuries  resulting  to  tlie  line  from  the  want  oi  protection,  to  b-.'  deilocteit  from  the  next 
|mymen(. 

6.  The  Persian  Government  to  isaue  an  <  die  t  making  the  possession  of  such  Eogiish 
telegraphic  ttoreif  as  can  be  identiBed  «  penal  offence. 
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•*  12neloBure  2,  in  No.  86. 

-  (I'randation.) 

Mttna  Saetd  Kkan  to  Mr.  TAomiM. 

:i  December  1862. 

It  is  neces^ury  that  I  should  iiiei-t  you  lu-duy,  iti  order  to  convey  to  you  a  coiiimunicatioQ 
''roQi  his  Majesty  the  Shab.  1  therefore  hefr  lo  trouble  you  with  ihe  request  tlmt  yoo  will 
do  me  th'-  pieasure  to  i-.ill  upon  me  this  afternoon,  should  you  uot  be  otherwise  engagwi( 
when  I  will  itntt  to  you  the  messugu  which  his  Majesty  has  been  pleased,  io  coofiideration 
of  the  iiienddup  nlMUting  between  the  two  governmenta,  to  aend  you. 


No,  27. 

Mr.  Eathoiek  to  £«rl  ittMwK— (Received  si  January  1868.) 

Tehran,  19  l>ecembci  Hi6*2. 
Thb  state  of  the  negotiations  as  regards  tlic  telcijraph  from  Khanakceil  to  Tehratj,  and 
thence  to  Bushire,  at  the  date  of  mv  arrival  at  Tehran,  wa«  a«  follows: — On  the  4th  of 
November,  just  before  hifi  departure,  Mr,  Alison  had  iaformed  your  Lordship  that  the  Shah 
wus  ai r;iiiL;iii^'  to  carrv  Li  tine  from  Tehrnii  lo  Khanakee:>,  and  that  a  Co  :,]iaiiy  was  being 
fi>ru)ed  to  construct  oul-  front  Tehran  to  Shimz.  Mr.  Alison  ailded,  -.\ith  mucli  tralh,  "  that 
.  telegrapliic  lines  in  Penria,"  that  b,  made  and  managed  by  Peraiana,  **  are  always  getting 

out  of  OfilfT." 

After  Ml.  Alison  luid  i:l>iil-,  Mr.  Thomson,  a>  instructed,  coiainuuicatcd  more  fully  re- 
gardinc:  ilie  tdourapli  with  the  Persian  Ministers.  On  the  3id  of  this  month  Mr.  Thorasoa 
mfonned  your  Lordship  of  the  final  determintttioti  of  the  Persian  Govertiment  to  conatnict 
the  line  them«elve«.  '  On  the  8th,  Meerza  Saced  Khan  asaured  Mr.  Thomson  that  the  Ime 

would  hf  c  uistiuctr  (1  :i-  'Strongly  and  duralilv  a-  r  «sibln  ;  but  ho.  at  tin  s  'le  timOy  pointed 
out  that  that  periection  must  uot  be  looked  for  which  is  tou-.id  in  European  lines. 

In  leply  to  an  application  made  by  Mr.  Thomson,  m  obedience  to  your  Lordship's 
Despatch  of  October  18th,  respecting  stations  at  Bushire  and  Bundei  Abbas,  for  what  ii.;iy 
be  called  the  EngliHh  line  from  Bacdad  to  India,  the  Minister  for  Foreii-n  Affairs  transuiitttd 
a  Iptter,  of'  whicli  :i  rn|iy  is  enclosed,  and  which  appears  to  me  to  be  a  polite  refusal. 

On  a  conoideratioi)  of  all  these  circumstances,  1  coald  not  regard  tlie  negutiatioo  as  at  all 
m  a  pr»misinfir  jttate. 

The  general  as>iir;im-i  s  of  ilip  Pei-siaii  Gi  veriiniL'nt  -s  to  the  proper  coiistruction  and 
q)ee(iy  coii;pletion  of  the  hue,  coiiUi  nut  be  reuiiideil  as  lorming  any  guarantee  whatever, 
and  the  schente  adopted  to-duy  mii>ht  be  abandoned  to-morrow.  It  was  almost  c^rtnin 
that,  as  Mr.  Alison  anticipated,  the  ti.  e  would  be  badly  ii;n(li'  and  faultily  uorkpii  if  !-ft 
entirt'ly  to  Persian  niana^enieiit,  and  it  Sictned  more  tiiaii  probable  that  thcrt;  would  be 
great  difficuity  in  anangmg  for  the  cnrrying  nnt  the  plans  of  Her  .Mnjesty's  Government  as 
i^rds  the  English  stations  at  Bushire  and  Bunder  Abbas.  I  tlierefore  determined  to 
attempt  at  onee  to  put  things  on  a  more  eertiun  and  satisfiietnry  (Win^,  nn<}  fpoke  both  to 
Meci/n  8  (  I'd  Klian  and  the  Amin-ed-Do\.\IijIi,  aiu!  Ikivhil'^  a<i'i  rtuii.fsi  tliut  lin-y  would 
give  me  their  cordial  »itpp'>'t  I  wrote  out  a  sliort  C'-nvention.  The  Ataeen-ed-Dowleli  made 
some  alterations  in  this,  <ii  (i  1  tlien  took  the  pup<^^r  to  the  King,  and  read  it  to  his  Majesty 
at  my  pri\atp  anrHi'nre.  The  Kinij;  liecliirtil  liiinself  satisfied  with  it;  but  he  made  a  num- 
ber of  auiograpl)  alteiitiiohs,  and  teiurneti  it  to  uit  m  a  lew  hour-..  I  trust  that,  in  the  form 
in  which  the  (.'onvcniion  is  now  drawn  out,  it  will  be  satisfactory  to  ller  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment. It  seems  to  me  to  possess  all  the  advantages  with  none  of  the  disadvantages  of  tha 
original  agreement  between  Sir  G.  Wood  and  the  MnsheerHsd-Dowleii.  It  is  certain  that 
the  line  will  be  woH  cdnstiucted  and  worked  under  Colonel  Sh  wart,  and  the  expe;i-;e  to  Her 
Majesty's  Govcraiuent  will  only  be  that  officer's,  or  his  successor's,  pay.  Kven  this  mij(ht 
be  taken  out  in  message,  and  I  had  inserted  an  article  to  that  efibet,  but  tlie  Amin'^« 
Dowleh  recommend  d  inf;  not  to  press  it.  I  had  also  insrrted  that  the  quartt  r!y  audit 
should  be  attended  by  the  A meen-ed- Dowleh  and  the  Knglish  Minister,  with  a  view  to 
protect  Colon'  1  Stewart  against  any  annoyance.  The  Shah,  however,  siruck  this  out,  and 
the  Aiueen-ed-Dowleh  explained  to  ro  -  ihat^  as  Colonel  Stewart  would  order  what  he 
wanted,  but  woidd  not  make  payments,  no  responsibility  us  regards  money  could  attach 
to  liim. 

1  have  only  to  add,  that  if  your  Lordship  should  think  it  advisable,  1  could  get  any  not 
very  important  alteiatioDs  made  in  the  Convention  by  oiitainiug  the  Shah's  permiaaiOii  to 
allow  the  Auieeu-ed-Dowlch  and  .Meeiza  Saccd  Khan  to  discuss  and  firame such  alteration* 
with  me,  without  the  intervention  of  other  purties. 

Should  your  Lordship  approve  of  the  Conventi  n),  I  would  respectfully  request  that,  to 
'  peveat  any  delays  or  vacillation^  I  may  be  informed  of  the  acceptance  of  the  articles  by 
electric  telegraph  through  Bagdad.  At  tl)e  same  timei  perhaps,  it  would  be  well  if!  were 
mtide  a<  cjiiaiiiiLd  with  ue  scale  of  payments  for  messs^es  to  which  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment would  assent. 
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Enclosure  1,  in  No.  27. 

(TnnslatioD.) 

Mterza  Sated  Khan  to  Mr.  TAomton. 

8  December  1862. 

.Mr.  TtroMSOir  desired  to  be  informed  at  what  time  the  Persian  Government' intended  to 

comiiK'iicc  the  construction  of  the  teiegniifi,  nnd  when  it  wnuld  ii  (  oinitlL'tc  l.  The  icply 
i&,  that  hitherto  the  Persian  Ministers  had  not  pmposed  tn  ihemsielves  ti>  extend  the 
telegraph  to  Bushire,  hat  had  limply  intended  to  ky  down  a  line  from  Tehran  to  Khanakcen. 
Two  months  ago  they  sent  a  spe:  i  d  t  j  nt  to  Europe  to  purcha.-;o  und  for^vard  to  Peisia  the 
necessary  wire,  which  lie  is  now  .  _  i  in  doins.  Reckoning  t;»e  time  usually  required 
for  loads  coming  from  Tr  bizond  to  F  lu  an,  and  (  oii«iden  4  the  severe  i^eason  now  set  in, 
H  may  be  expected  that  these  maturials  will  arrive  at  ti)e  capital,  it'  no  .iccidents  occur,  about 
Now-Ttoos  (March  21  st),  and  whenever  !t  arrives,  in  the  commencement  of  spring,  the  work 
of  laving  down  the  wire  from  Tehran  to  Khanakeen  ^vlll  lie  l)c>>iui,  and  in  three  nionths  it 
will  be  completed.  But  witii  rcgnrd  to  that  portion  of  the  line  tmm  Tehran  to  Bushire,  the 
wire  has  not  yet  been  procured,  noi  hive  the  necessary  materials  been  prepared.  Now, 
bo'vever,  in  corapUanre  with  llie  Shah's  orders,  another  specinl  agtut  will  be  sent  t  >  Europe 
with  money  to  obtain  the  necet»f>ary  wire  ;  and  steps  will  likewise  be  taken  to  get  ready  the 
materials  in  this  country,  so  that  the  moment  the  wire  is  received  operations  will  at  once  be 
oommenced,  and  from  the  date  of  its  reaching  Tehran,  in  the  space  of  four  months,  please 
God,  the  line  to  Biishlre  will  he  completed. 

2.  As  to  the  question  of  how  many  wire?  it  was  proposed  to  lav  down,  d  is  evident  that 
messages  can  be  transmitted  both  ways  by  the  same  wire,  aiid  ihut  it  is  not  absolutely 
requisite  to  have  two  wires,  one  for  the  question,  the  other  for  the  answer.  The  Penian 
Governtttent  would,  ilierefore,  consider  this  matter,  and  tlie  requirements  of  the  case. 
Should  they  perceive  that  one  is  insufficient  for  the  number  of  con.municatious,  and  that 
two  wires  would  be  more  advantisremis,  they  w  dl  not  object  to  add  to  the  number  of  wirsfl; 
bat  in  the  event  of  one  wire  proving  to  be  sufficient,  and  perhaps  even  there  not  being  any 
neoessity  for  nsing  it  the  whole  24  lioms,  then,  of  eottrie,  the  telegraph  wifl  remain  with 
only  one  wire. 

3.  It  asked  what  description  of  wire  and  materials  would  be  used  in  the  construction 
of  this  line,  and  whether  H  was  intended  to  carry  out  the  work  in  a  substantial  manner, 
calculated  to  render  it  pprmanent,  nnd  diminish  the  risk  of  comrmnic  itions  being  intermpted, 
or  whether  it  was  proposed  to  construct  the  line  similar  to  those  now  existing  between 
Tehran,  Tabreez,  and  Ke»ht.  Now  it  ii  certain  tliat  the  Persian  Government  will  endeivoor 
to  the  utmost  not  to  throw  away  its  money,  but  to  construct  a  tetc^ph  viduch  will  be  strong 
and  durable,  and  not  easily  injured  ;  but  it  is  possible  that  accidents  may  occnr,  as  else- 
where, either  from  violent  storms  of  rain  or  snow,  by  which  the  line  might  be  dain.iccd, 
however  solidly  constructed,  as  sometimes  occurs  even  in  Europe.   This  is  ouite  another 

*qiiefltion,  and  no  one  can  leel  certain  ihat  such  accidents  may  not  happen.  The  Thbreea 
and  Resht  wires,  however,  have  never  been  injured  in  tin's  \^  iiy,  and  are  in  perfect  working 
order.  If  they  have  tver  suffered  from  these  causes  no  leal  iujury  has  been  done  to  them. 
Telqpraphs  in  Persia  differ  from  those  in  Europe  thus  far :  in  European  countries,  the  wire 
ia  carried  aloBg  a  straight  and  level  road  by  the  »ide  of  the  railway,  but  in  this  ooimtiy  it 
baa  10  be  taken  by  most  HiBicnlt  and  wild  tracts,  and  ai  one  time  over  a  mountain  of  grvat 
height,  and  at  another  through  a  valley  of  con'-idciahlo  di  plh.  Tbii  adds  mueh  to  the 
difficulty  both  of  the  construction  and  protection  of  the  telegraph. 


Enclosure  a,  in  No,  27. 

(TkmislatMii.) 

Jttenm  Saud  Xhm  to  Mr.  Zlhimfoii. 

9  Di  cemh.  r  18C2. 

1  HAVE  received  your  letter,  dated  the  Sth  instant.  You  state  therein  that  a  station  was 
re c|iiired  at  Bushire,  and  al^o,  if  necessary,  at  Bunder  Abbas,  for  the  telegraph  which  was,  in 
the  first  instance,  to  be  laid  down  in  the  Persian  Gulf,  in  order  to  communicate  with  India, 
and  you  requested  me  to  obtain  the  necessary  permission  for  this  purpose. 

I  have,  in  compliance  with  your  request,  represented  the  matter  to  the  Shah,  and  his 
Majesty  replied  that  tlie  Persian  Govemn^t  would  lay  down  a  telegraphic  wire  on  land 
to  the  seaside,  and  all  that  was  requisite  for  forwarding  coaamaniesitioDs^  &c.,  would  be 
prepared  at  fhut  fitfitioii ;  and  fh  t,  umter  these  rimmsfances,  it  would  be  unnecessary  flir 
the  English  Government  to  make  -any  prepitratinnK  on  land  at  Bushire  or  Bunder  Abbas 
which  would  become  useless  after  the  Persian  Government  had  completed  Hs  lelegroph, 
with  all  that  was  requisite,  thus  entaiKng  on  the  British  OovenimeDt  a  certain  pecuniary 
loss. 


0.43.  8  O  4 
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APPBHMX  TO  BBPOBT  FROM  THS 


App.  N4»,  S.  Enc'-osnre  ii,  in  No.  27. 

AKTiri  r  s  of  Con\intion  respecting  the  Conslructiou  of  a  Tciegruph  lielwe*  n  Khan  .keoa 
and  Bushiie,  proposed  by  Mr.  Eautteick  t*"  the  Slinh,  at  a  private  Audience  ou  Wediu-*- 
diiy  the  17ih  (>i  Dncinl^cr  1802,  cubject  to  tlic  a]i])roval  ot  the  Britisb  Govcrnmfriity  and 
accepted  by  the  Pert^ian  Government  oti  tlie  same  coDditioD. 

Article  i. — The  exalted  (;ovemiiient  of  Pcreia  considers  It  ti.  tessHvy  t  '  foii-tnict  a  iine 
of  telegrapli  without  delay  (roni  Khimakeen  t"  the  capital,  Tehiun,  and  U\>m.  Tei>rart  tu  the 
port  of  finshire,  and  consents  that,  whenever  tbe  Britisii  Government  hiny  require  to  cooir 
iiiuuicate  by  that  tele<:rnp).,  it  slialt  cummiiuicate  Micorduigly  by  the  said  telegraph,  ]^aying 
for  the  sat)  e  at  rules  to  be  tixed  litrcaftcr. 

Article  II. — The  Persian  Government  will  assign  the  suiu  Huthcient  for  this  telegnph— 
Uiat  is,  tor  laying  ii.  down,  and  tbe  pa^clla^e  of  eucb  materials  aa  are  not  procurable  in 
Persia,  or  are  better  obtainable  in  Europe. 

Anjcle  III. — Tli«  Peisian  G<'verninent  agrrcs  t<i  purclia^e  ilif  nialcrisls,  uhicli  are  'jetter 
procurable  in  Europe,  of  tbe  EngliBb  Government,  and  the  English  Goveiument  agices  to 
niinish  the  Mid  maierials  at  reasonable  rates. 

Ai tide  IV. —  In  order  that  this  line  of  tL'lfgia|>li  may  bi-  constructed  int'icbi  st  possible 
way,  and  may  be  efficiently  worked,  the  Perbsan  (iovrmmenl  is  wiUiU;;  to  euirust  it  ti)  the 
superintendence  and  <  irection  of  an  English  engineer  officer,  wlto  will  be  paid  by  his  own 
Govei  iiuient ;  and  the  Persian  QoTOWuent  will  also  fix  a  period  tor  the  employiMnt  the 
said  nihcer,  in  order  that  he  may  show  how  to  constraet  and  work  the  line.  And  hu  Ruyal 
Hiohness  the  llizad- jo-SnIianeh,  wiio  is  tlie  Mtnistt  i  for  Public  Works,  and  his Ezoellenoy 
the  Anun>ed-Dowieb,  will  have  cognizance  ot  what  the  said  oHit  er  doe«. 

Article  V. — ^The  said  officer  will  be  fuUv  en)power<.<l  to  call  upon  the  Peraimi  Nttthorities 
to  aupply  any  niu  >'riah  that  he  muv  think  lequisin:  foi  tliis  wi>rk,  aii^l  the  s.id  authoiit?(»B 
will  make  no  alteration  in  his  requisitioiis,  unit  in  the  case  when  ii  i«  in.jjcmsible  to  get 
the  thing  wanted.  But  a  Persian  officer  will  always<  acconipany  the  said  t>upeiintendent, 
w}i()  is  to  be  ioformed  of  what  he  does,  and  of  the  price  of  the  msteriala  called  for,  and  the 
accuuut»  shall  be  audited  by  tlie  aforeeaid  Pnnce  and  his  Excellency  the  Aniin-edoDowiah, 
and  the  audit  shall  l>e  Uiken  qiiartarly,  and  a  report  of  it  ihaU  be  drawn  up  and  printed  in 
the  "  Tehran  Gazetie." 

Article  YI. — ^Iii  order  to  inereaae  the  friendship  between  the  two  Govemments  and  carry 
on:  tlii-^  work,  the  hiiy:li>h  Government  engages  to  convey  the  Per-iaii  frontier  such 
maieiials  as,  wiih  tif  approval  of  the  Persian  Minister  to  the  Court  of  ^t.  Jaine:>>,  sliail 
be  pnrchai>e(J  oi  t  he  English  Ooveriiment,  ana  to  receive  the  pui chase-money  for  the  Maid 
atticlea  from  the  Persian  Government,  by  five  inslalmenta,  in  five  yean. 

Written  at.  the  bottom  of  the  AtatAgraph  of  the  Minister  for  Foreign  Affitire. 

The  Persian  Government  ^rees  to  this  C  >nventii)n  if  the  Eu^^lish  Government  is  willing^ 
and  the  hne  will  be  comnieDi-ed  immediately,  according  to  tlie  above  stipulaiions. 


No.  28. 

Mr.  Jfrrivfffa  to  Mr  ^cimimmtf.H.B«ceived  6  Febraaiy.) 

g.|.  India  Office,  «  Fo  >ruaiy  186.1- 

WiTi'i  reference  to  Mr.  Eastw  ck\  Despatch  to  Lord  Russell, dated  l»th  December 
of  whic  .  acoi.y  ha*  l-een  lor..arded  to  this  ofiue,  I  am  directed  by  Secretary  '=".<-h-'^'l'-« 
Word  to  Stat.- that  the  Convention  uiih  respect  to  a  te!<  .  raph  Iron,  Mianak-  n  vm  lelwaa 
to  Hushire,  therein  leported  to  ii  .ve  been  conaiiionallv  «gi  e.l  t .  by  th.  hha  ouilit,  in  his 
o  .inion  to  l)C  at  -  nee  accepted  by  the  British  Govemiut  lU  ;  and  1  am  to  u  quest  that  Ins 
ttbV  be  move  I  I  telegraph  lo  the  Chargi  d'Affaim  at  Tehran,  •dvn.tog  h.m 
accordingly  of  its  acceptance.*  ^  ^ 

^signed)       Hvrman  MerivaU. 


No.  M. 

(Extract) 

Mr,  Hurwg  to  Mr.  i^amwiOiMi.—l  Received  20  February.) 

India  Office,  19  February  186S. 
1  AM  directed  to  requei^t  that  vou  will  move  fcari  K.i«»ell  to  communicate  tbe  feUo«m^ 
partitrhTto  llor  wSjctv's  Minister  in  Persia  :-Arr«,Bement.  detailed  ^^^^ 


A  telegi»»  to  that  effect  we-  aceordiagly  stnt  thi«n|h  Her  U^ty's  Embemy  at  Censlaathiepl* 
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memoraudum,  herewith  enclosed,  will  be  iratnediately  made  for  proriding  stores  for  a  line      App,  No.  9. 
which  in  the  first  instance  will  have  a  single  wire  only,  hut  will  eventually  require  a  seoood*  - 

Boglish  sui)erintendence  of  the  line  should  be  coatinued  for  a  period  of  five  years. 

Cofonel  Stewutwill  not  be  able  p>ei-sonnlly  to  superintend  the  Itoid  foie  until  tbe  cable 
shall  have  been  laid  down  in  the  Persian  Gulf. 

Lieutenant  Gbampian  has  already  been  directed  to  proceed  to  England^  but  will  reiura 
to  Pen^  •eeompanied  by  a  mitable  itaff^  by  the  time  nia  aenriees  wul  be  (eqnirad  in  that 
country. 

The  superintendent  will  require  four  superior  assistants,  and  10  or  12  of  tbe  cla-s  of  tion- 
comraisv'.onnd  officers  or  traini^il  artifiCL'rs,  or  one  for  ubuut  e\ery  100  miles. 

The  charge  for  messa^rej  from  Bagdad,  via  Tehran,  to  Bu&bire,  may  be  fixed  at  first  at 
10*.  4  for  30  words,  thou<;li  hereafter  it  may  be  found  advisable  to  r«luce  it  as  low  as 
6s.  S   .  for  ihr  ^am    !^ timber  of  words. 

In  the  memorandum  alluded  to  above,  and  which  Sir  Chm  les  Wood  requests  may  be  sent 
ia  ex<«?uo  to  the  Miwitair  at  Tehran,  full  information  is  fumislu  d  as  to  all  the  oj  erations 
that  will  became  neeeaniy  during  the  next  lix  monihs,  or  till  the  Boropean  staff  will  be 
on  the  spat. 


Endoanre  in  No.  29. 

Memobamsum  of  Proposed  Persian  Telegraphs  from  Khanakeen  to  Tehran  and  Bushire. 

AoBEBABi.Y  to  the  tcrms  of  the  Cortyention  recently  concluded,  the  European  stores 
required  for  the  whole  extent  of  the  line  (includins  wire,  insulators,  tools,  and  instruments) 
ehall  be  at  once  procured  in  thi«  country  for  diqiatch  to  Persia.  The  actual  «tteiit  of  line 
is  Gompated  at  i,090  miles.  Bnt  it  is  daainble  to  allow  for  such  contingaodbi  at  kn, 
wute,  or  breakage  of  stores ;  and  it  is  therefore  proposed  to  supply  them  in  auantitien 
sufficient  for  1,200  miles  of  line.  The  greater  part  of  these  stores  must  be  si.'nt  by  sea  tO 
Boahire  and  Bussorah ;  those  sent  to  the  latter  port  being  intended  for  part  of  the  line  fnno 
Khanakeen  towards  Tehran,  must  be  forwarded  by  river  steamer  to  Bagdad.  Two  months 
may  be  required  for  the  manufacture  and  shipment  of  these  stores,  and  four  months  at 
least  must  be  allowed  for  the  voyage  to  the  Persian  Gulf.  It  is  therefore  inijnMbable  that 
they  will  be  delivered  at  Bushire  before  August,  or  at  Bagdad  before  September  next.  The 
ddiay  likely  to  be  thus  cansed,  makes  it  desirable  to  supply  a  larger  proportion  of  tbe  storoe 
by  tne  Tribixond  end  Tabrees  route  than  the  simple  consideration  of  eompaiative  cost  of 
transport  would  seem  to  indicate.  On  these  f:;roui)(ls  it  is  proposed  to  send,  via  the  Black 
Sea  to  Trebixond,  stores  sufficient  for  the  line  from  Tehran  to  Hamad  an  Qibout  200  miles), 
and  from  Tehran  to  Kashan  (about  MO  imlea),  and  the  proportioaal  distribution  to  the 


different  porta  wontd  then  be~ 

Milts. 

To  Trebiiood  slorea  fir       .......  87a 

ToBashire       „      ........  57^ 

To  Bnsaoiah  (for  Bagdad)  .......SftO 

Total  Miles    -   -   -  1,200 
The  weight  per  mile  of  the  stores  may  be  taken  as  foUowd : — 

Wire  Tfo.  G,  B.  W.  G.  -      -      -      -      -      -      -      -  5B0 

Insulators,  Screws,  ice.  -      .      -      •      -      -      -  -120 

Pkoportioa  of  Tools,  ftcb      -  -.----ao 


Tor per  Stetate  Hife  -  TOO 

The  stores  will  be  labdivided  and  peeked  with  qieeial  refiwence  tofaeility  of  traiwporton 
baggage  animalii 

The  stores  sent  eU  Tiebiiond  nay  be  looked  for  at  that  port  towards  the  end  of  May. 

Operations  may,  however,  be  con^menced  once  in  Persia  by  piocaring  and  distributing 
strong  timber  posts  along  the  whole  line. 

It  will  probably  be  found  advantageous  to  compleie  the  arrangements  for  the  supply  of 
the  whole  of  the  supports,  and  for  their  transport  to  convenient  depots  at  short  intervals 
•kmg  tbe  line,  berore  commencing  to  ereet  any  of  them.  The  disadvantages  of  using 
perfectly  "greem  "  and  undried  titnber  will  thus  be  in  some  degree  lessened.  Further,  when 
the  timber  for  erectuig  the  posts  shall  have  arrived,  this  work  should  be  commenced  in  the 
flsore  level,  open,  and  straight  piMrlions  of  the  route,  leaving  till  tbe  arrival  of  European 
assistants  the  completion  of  those  more  difficult  and  exceptional  portions  of  the  line  wiiere 
alone  it  is  of  importance  to  select  with  care  tlie  exact  direction  of  the  line  and  positions  fur 
its  support.  For  example,  the  posts  may  be  erected  for  t:;e  svhole  distance  from  Tehran  to 
Ispahan  (260  miles)  without  the  least  difficulty,  excepting  as  r^rds  a  length  of  nerhaps 
SO  nnke  m  the  nei^boiirbood  of  Kobrood.  It  is  at  sueh  cxc^oaal  portions  of  the  line, 
«rhere  the  rood  of  neoessity  whids  conakbrabty>  that  the  strongest  and  most  snhafaniial 
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App.  No.  2.      posts  i^hould  b«  provided ;  and  it  is  hoped  that  European  inspectors  may  be  on  the  spot  to 
'    •*         superiniend  nnd  stid  in  the  coQStractiOD  of  tbeae  porlieim,  long  before  taa  mdiiwry  (Mate  «f 
th$  main  line  are  completed. 

In  erecting  the  ;>o8ts  on  the  latter  pordoos*  the  followini^  nre  die  only  fMiats  to  be 
ojlwerred : — 

1st.  Tiif  line  mast  everywhere  iollow  the  general  direction  of  U»e  regular  road,  all 
die  eaiti  oi  being  ■»  plac  ed  as  to  be  within  lull  view  of,  and  cnally  aocessibie  hoot, 
the  roa  i.  A-^  a  general  rule  none  of  theni  siiould  be  at  a  {jreater  distancp  than  one 
qtiurtii  vl'  a  nide  from  the  r<  ad,  ;it)d  ordinarily  they  should  be  within  truiu  5U  tu  100 
yards.  i 

2d.  In  the  open,  straigiit  portions  of  the  line,  22  pos^s  per  mile  will  be  snffioieal,  of 
which  at  leaat  two  ehoald  be  of  not  tew  than  aiiout  6  tneiiea  i»  diameter  at  tbe  tefi. 
The  reiiKiiiulrr  liCfd  not  be  mi>rp  lliaii  4  inches  in  diameter,  hut  it  abould  be  um.ler- 
slood  thai  these  dimensiooa  refer  u>  tiie  extremity  or  smallest  portion  of  the  post.  TIjc 
posts  should  ordinarily  be  not  less  tlmu  18  feet,  of  which  f(om  3  to  3^  teet  should  bt 
bflovv  (lie  i-urface  of  the  ground,  and  14J  or  16  feet  above.  In  6uch  portions  of  the 
line  as  that  near  Kohiood.  already  referred  to,  or  in  the  more  difficult  piut^  ot  the  hilly 
country  between  Shiraz  and  Bnshire,  sironi;  posts  in  the  proportion  oi  tihout  'SO  to  the 
mile  abould  be  provided.  But  a:"  thev  will  irequently  be  placed  on  ridges  or  slight 
oleTBtioni,  it  ia  not  necesaary  to  stipulate  for  a  length  of  more  than  16  feet  in  all  £vr 
the  poste  to  l»e  a«ed  in  such  localitiea. 

The  fixin<r  of  in'iu!:itois  and  sfrtiining  and  attachin^f  the  wire  will  thus  be  made  a  later 
and  a  distinct  opeidliua,  duiitig  the  wliole  of  which  Lurc^tiU  a£843UBce  and  co-op* ration 
can  be  |>rovided. 

The  establishment  and  oigaoisatioo  of  ofices  and  mode  of  working  tbe  completed  line 
need  not  as  yet  be  referred  to,  further  dianby  laying  ikiJt  the^e  subjects  shail  be  considcMd 
'  md  ufaoged  Ibr  when  providing  tlia  EanqieaB  ^iff  iEbr  the  earlier  opcfaliaoa  of  eonatraetiiM^ 

(aigMd)      F.Stnm*,  • 


Mr,  Hamnnma  tu  Mr.  Merivale.  ' 

PoreignOffice,  21  Februarv  1888. 
1am  diiected  by  Earl  Russell  to  transmit  to  you  hf  re  with,  to  be  laid  before  SecretaiJ 
\  Sir  Charles  Wood,  with  reference  to  your  h  tter  of  the  I9th  instant,  a  copy  of  the  instrno^ 
'  tion  on  tbe  tuhject  of  teleg^rapbie  comniunieatioa  through  Persia,  wUdi  wilt  be  forwarded 
toHerM^es^sChaig^d'AfiaireiatTehianontheSfitbioataat.*  > 


No.  SI. 

Mr.  Hammond  to  Mr.  TiomMn. ,  . 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  26  February  1863. 

I  SENT  you  on  ihe  ilih  ioBtant,  through  Her  Majeaty'a'Ambanador  at  Conatantinopli^ 

the  following  telegram :      |  ..  _ 

"The  stores,  wires,  and  insulators  for  the  Persian  tcle<rraph  cannot  be  at  Bashira  tOl 

August  next ;  but  work  n;;iy  be  at  onc^"  coaiineiiced  by  pr  .(.nirui'^^  hihI  distritiuiiriij  sttOnjf 
timber  posts  along  the  whole  line,  which  i>liuul(J  everywhere  ibilow  the  regular  road. 
"The  other  points  will  be  dealt  with  hereafter." 

^^'i  h  i  fTeicnce  to  the  last  parafpraph  of  tbe  above  telegratn,  I  have  now  to  inform  ^ou 
that  the  lo  iaii;:^i me  its  detailed  in  the  enclosed  memorandum  will  be  immediately  made  by 
th^  India  ( )fHce  f  <r  ;Toviding  stores  for  a  line  which,  in  tht  first  inatanoe,  will  bava  a  aiirgw 
wine  ooly,  but  which  will  ercntttally  require  a  second.  } 

English  snperintendcnee  of  the  nne  should  he  conflnued  for  *  period  of  fiv«  jvan. 

Coioiiel  St<  w:.rt  w'il  not  he  ultle  ))ersoiiully  to  soperifllend  the  Uwd  Um  ttiitU  lha  cnble 
shall  have  been  laid  down  m  ih;:  Peri^iun  Gulf. 

Lieutenant  Champain  bus  already  been  directed  to  proceed  to  England,  but  will  return  to 
Persia,  accompanied  by  a  suiteble  atoff,  by  the  lime  his  aerviecs  will  be  laquiied  in  iW 
country. 

The  sapartntendeot  will  require  four  superior  essii^tatits,  and  10  or  12  of  the  dSM  of  Mi^ 
eomnlBsioned  offiem  or  trained  artificers,  or  one  for  about  eveiy  lou  miles.  : 

The  charge  for  meMmgea  from  Bagdad,  viA  Tehran,  to  Busblra.  may  be  fiited  at  GgH.9t 
los.  6(1.  \nr  20  words,  though  hereaiter it SMty  be fowid advisable  to  leduoe  ii  as  low  til 
04.  Od.  lor  the  same  niunbcr  of  words.  >; 

FnD 
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Full  infunnation  is;  furnishf-d  in  the  accompanying  memoraiiflum  to  all  tlie  operitions 
which  will  become  necessary'  duiiog  the  next  six  months,  or  until  the  Eurupeau  stati'  Mill 
be  OB  the  spot. 

I  am,  S^c. 
(sigmed)      J^.  Hmunomi. 


No.  82. 

Mr.  JBomdeft  to  fieri  AmmII:— (RaoeiTed  38  March.) 

My  Lord,  Tehran,  7  Febmary  IMK 

With  reference  to  yonr  Lordship's  Despatch  of  tlie  leih  of  October,  I  have  the  honotir  to 
state  that  I  have  not  mentioned  ihe  subject  of  tliat  Desi)atcii  to  the  Persian  Goverameoty 
because  I  am  certain  that  separate  stations  for  the  Torco-fndiaa  line  of  telegraph  at 
Buabire  and  Bunder  Abbas  can  be  easily  obtained  by  judicious  management  when  the 
Gonyention  for  the  Khnnakeen  and  Biwfaim  line  ratified  by  Her  Majesty's  GorernmenL 
Further,  I  may  state  that  when  thr  nUifn  atinii  takes  place,  there  will  be  no  difliculty  about 
the  line  heing  txtended  from  ijhiraz  or  iiushire  to  iiuuder  Abbas.  I  bad  a  distinct  assur- 
ance from  the  Itizad-oo-Saltaoeh,  the  Minister  of  Public  Wnrks,  that  the  8hah  would 
vndei tike  that  pxtf^nsion. 

I  believe,  thtreforc,  that  I  am  able,  before  leaving  Tehran,  to  report  that  I  have  arranged 
the  whole  question  of  the  tdegfaph,  and  that  the  oi^  thing  wanting  ia  the  apprtival  of  Her 
Majestj's  UoTeriiment. 

I  have,  fte. 
(s^ned)      Eiward  B,  EatbKUh, 


Mo.  as. 

Mr.  Boring  to  lb.  Htmmtmi,  -(Recrired  1  April) 

Sir,  India  Office,  I  April  1883. 

I  AM  dire<-ted  t'>  <4iate,  for  the  information  of  Earl  Russell,  that  in  a  eunversation  which 
Sir  Charle«  Wood  had  on  the  24th  instant  with  the  Persian  Minister,  on  the  subject  of  the 
proposed  line  of  telegraph  from  Khanakeen  to  Bushire,  his  Excellency  explained  that,fR>  llir 
as  he  knew,  when  the  recent  Con  veniion  reL'anliii'j;  that  line  was  pnpariil  itTehran,  the  Shah 
was  under  the  impression  that  no  other  connecting  line  wouhl  be  made  between  Bagdad  and 
iBuhire,  and  thxt  the  Persian  line  would  ooneeqaently  obtain  the  whole  of  the  Angw-Indnaf 
aMiSages  passing  b<:tween  those  places. 

.  His  E\cell«^ney  then  pouited  out  that  hiri  Govci  inuent  might  justly  blame  him  if,  being 
DOW  aware  of  the  proposed  construction  of  u  competing  line  throo){h  Mesopotamia,  he  did 
not  endeavour  to  effect  an  amngemoit  as  to  the  division  of  the  roessi^es  between  the  twof 
lines,  before  committing  bis  Goverinnent  to  expenditure  by  concurrini;  in  the  immediate 
piireh  IS.  of  uialenals  for  the  Persian  line.  It  was  CXplaitieil  to  liim  tliat  any  dday  lit 
di8patchi;.g  materials  to  be  sent  by  a  long  sea  voyage  to  the  Peisiau  Uulf  was  much  to  btf 
deprecated,  and  that,  although  it  was  impossible  to  diAcuss  timNttaneoosly  here  and  at 

Tehniii  the  terms  o:  t'le  Cunvt  ntion,  Sir  Cluir!-'9  \VoO!l  W:nild  not  object  to  give  ;in  nffietnF 
assurance  that  iler  Majesty's  Minister  at  Tehran  should  be  instructed  to  discuss  with  the 
Slmh'a  OoveraineDt  the  question  raised  by  his  Excellency,  and  to  come  to  an  equitable 
arrangement  concerning  it  Uts  fixceUency  finally  consented  to  give  his  loimal  assent 
to  the  immediate  purchase 'of  materials,  on  receivtng  the  written  assurance,  copy  uf  which 
is  enclosed  heicwith. 

Sir  Charles  Wood  tliinks  it  desirable  that  what  has  taken  place  so  lar,  should  be 
bmaght  immediate]^  to  Earl  Rossell's  knowledge.    His  Lordship  shall  be  made  acquainted 

by  a  separate  comunuiicatioii  with  (lie  particulars  of  the  aiTanirement'Which  ahonldj  in  Sir 
Cnkiles  Wood's  opinion,  be  pr.>posed  to  the  Persian  Govern  neiit. 

'  S&ir  Chariea  Wood  would  suggest  for  Earl  Russell's  consideration,  that  it  might  be  ad- 
■Visable  that  the  I'arkisb  Government  should  immediately  be  made  aware  of  the  intention, 
to  divide,  in  some  way,  raessaaes  passing  from  B  t^d  id  to  Bashire,  or  vice  vend,  bettveen. 

Ille  line  which  will  run  from  Baydad,  by  Bussnrah,  to  Biishire,  a:ul  that  which  will 
run  from  Bagdwl  to  the  Persiau  frontier}  neat  Kbaaakecn,  and  thcacc  throu<^h  Persia^ 
to  Bashire. 

The  Turkish  portion  will  be  shorter  in  the  hitter  line  than  in  the  former,  but  the  diffen  nce 
is  a  very  innign  hcmit  part  of  the  whole  line  through  the  Turkish  territory.  The  Turkish 
Government  will,  nodonbt,  readily  perceive  the  advantage  which  their  in  iin  line  to  B<igdiuf 
«iU  derive  from  ha*inf  an  alternative  line  through  Persia  to  Bushir^  in  the  etwul  of  any 
taterniption  lo  Ike  fine  from  Baj^ad  to  Baasafah. 

I  am,  &c. 

« '  /  (signed)      P.  Q.  Baring.  ' 
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EndMnie  in  No^  8S. 

Memoha  n  Dvyu 

Whek  the  Persian  Govcnmieiu  bltall  have  cousliucted  a  iiite  of  telegraph  from  the 
Turkish  frontiti  ne:u  Khanakeen  by  Tehran  to  Bushire,  and  when  the  Tttrkish  and  English 
Goveruments  shall  have  consU-ucted  a  short  conncLting  line  from  Bagdad  to  Khanakeen 
and  alio  a  line  from  Bagdad  to  Bussorah,  aiul  ilicuce  to  liushire,  tliere%ill  be  two  altema^ 
tivc  lines  between  Bagdad  and  Bushire. 

Her  Majesty's  Min»t«r  at  Tehcaa  will  be  instmcted  to  dUetus  and  arrnn  ^  with  the 
Persian  Oovcmaent,  on  equitable  terms,  the  dietribtition  between  the  two  l.ut  s  of  the 
telcgnphic  messages  passing  between  Ei^land  and  India. 

(&igued)      C.  Wood, 


Ko.  S4. 

Earl  Russeii  to  Sir  H.  Buboer. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  ft  April  1863. 

I  TRANSMIT,  for  yoor  Excellencv's  infomMtion.  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  India  BcHod,* 
stating  what  has  passed  bel^^•c■en  tlie  Sri  re-tary  of  Stale  for  India  nnd  the  Persian  Minister 
respecting  the  proposed  line  of  lekgrupli  between  Khanaketu  and  Bushire,  aiid  I  have  to 
instruct  jour  Excellency  to  communicate  to  the  Porte  the  intention  to  divide  in  some  way 
mesMges  passing  from  Bagdad  to  Bushire,  or  t»ee  venL  between  the  line  which  will  ran 
irom  Bagdad  by  Bussorah  to  Bnahir^  and  that  whidi  wiH  run  from.  Bagdad  to  the  Persian 
fiontier«  near  Khanakeen,  and  from  thcnoe  tbtoogh  Persia  to  Busbtre. 

I  am«  Ice 
(signed)  RmmB, 


No.  86. 

Mr.  noNfpiM*  to  Earl  JlwaeliL— (Raceivad  25  April) 

My  Lord,  Tehran,  10  March  1863. 

I  HATE  the  honour  to  infuini  your  Lordship  that  during  the  last  few  days  I  have  had 
interviews  with  the  Anicen-ed-Dowleh  and  Meei?.a  Saeed  Khan,  on  the  subject  of  ytm 
Lordship's  telegruni  of  th(e  lltli  of  FL-l  ruriry,  :ind  tliat  this  afternoon,  by  tiic*  Shah's  desire, 
I  met  the  Rlinistt  r  fur  l  ujci^u  Aiiujrj  und  ilie  I'rincc  Ilizad-u-Sultanth,  when  it  was  settled 
that  his  Roya]  Highness  ^^hould  at  once  disijatch  agents  to  procure  timber  posits  in  the 
difierent  districts  tlirougfa  which  the  telegrapn  is  to  pass,  and  to  distribute  them  along  the 
line  in  Ae  villages  which  are  nearest  to  the  rpp;ular  road. 

The  number  and  dimensions  uf  the  posts  to  be  thus  provided  arc :  for  each  mile,  20  posts, 
10  feet  in  length,  and  hve  inches  in  diameter  at  the  top;  and  two  posts,  21  feet  loos,  and 
10  inches  in  diameter  at  the  top,  the  whole  distance  bein^  calculated  at  1,093  miMI. 

The  above  figures  will  he  fuund  ^  I  in  accordance  With  the  estimates  prapand  by 
Lieutenant  Colonel  btcwart  when  iu  ihib  country. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)      R,  E  Tiemtoit, 


No.  36. 

Mr.  Barvtg  to  Mr.  Hammond, — (Received  2&  April.) 

8ir,  India  Office,  28  April  1863. 

Li  my  letter  of  the  let  instant,  it  was  stated  that  Sir  Charles  Wood  would.  Id  a 
separate  communication,  acqitnint  Earl  llussoll  wiih  the  [larticulars  of  the  arrangement 
which  should,  in  his  opinitiu,  Lc  propused  tu  the  Turkish  and  Persian  Governments,  for 
the  distribution  between  the  two  lines  of  telegraph  about  to  be  established  from  Bagdad 
to  Bushiie,  of  the  telegraphic  messages  passing  between  England  and  India. 
I  am,  accordingly,  now  directed  to  make  the  following  observations^ 
Tlie  Indian  Gdvenmunt  lias  undertaken  fo  lulvance  the  purchase-money  of  the  materials 
provided  from  this  country  fur  the  line  t[iiou<;h  I'ersia.    If  a  double  wire  bo  formed,  the 
noney  so  advanced  will, probably,  amuuni  tu  l:o,oou  /.,  which,  by  the  tannsorthc  late  Con- 
tention, will  have  to  be  n  I !  by  the  Persian  Governuun't  in  five  annual  instalments. 
Ilerely  to  insure  punctual  payment  of  these  lustalmenU,  it  would  be  advisable  for  the 
indiaii  Gofatmnant  to  naa  tha  Persian  Ifaia  to  at  least  such  an  extent  as  tbat  the  net 
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receipts  from  Anglo-Indian  messages  during  the  Unt  five  years  should  annually  amount  to       App,  fh.  k.  ^ 

ona-fifih  of  the  sam  advanced }  bat  it  is  obviouily  deairabie  on  other  aocoonts  that  much       '  ' 

more  tbfln  this  ahonld  be  done,  and  that  the  tin  oF  the  Peretan  line  by  the  Indian 

Government  s1ioul<l  be  such  as  to  furnish  a  laige  annual  su ml u-<,  the  payment  uf  which 

to  the  Shali's  Government,  for  its  own  bcnc&t,  would  aoord  to  it  the  best  ^oeaible 

indaeement  to  protect  the  line,  and  to  maintain  and  work  it  efficiently.    With  this  view, 

as  well  as  with  lhat  of  equally  interesting  the  Turkish  GovcmrDent  in  the  due  protection 

and  muiiUenance  of  iheir  alternative  line  from  Bagdad  to  BuHsorab,  Sir  Charles  Wood 

considers  that  the  most  convenient  arran>;cment  would  be  that  of  an  equal  division  of 

Anglo-Indian  meaaagea  between  the  two  lineSf  all  messages  from  India  being  dispatched 

tbrougb  Persia,  and  all  messages  to  India  proceeding  by  the  Tarkish  line  from  Bagdad 

to  Buiisorah.    Such  an  arranm-ment  cannot,  howevtr,  be  l  iTicicntly  carried  out,  unless  tlie 

Persian  as  well  as  the  Turkish  line  be  provided  with  two  wires,  one  of  which  shall  be 

employed  exclusively  for  the  throujth  traffic;  and  any  agreement  lo  tbe  effect  indicated 

above,  entered  into  witii  the  Peraian  Govemmenti  ahould  be  made  conditioml  on  the 

adoption  of  a  double  wire. 

Sir  Charles  Wood  woald,  therefore,  recommend,  if  Earl  RaaaeU  sees  no  objeetioo,  that 
Her  Majesty's  Mioieter  at  Tehraa  be  authorised  «o  malie  aoBoe  sndi  pvqpoaal  w  the 
following  :— 

Provided  the  Pcr.-iun  line  of  telegraph,  with  a  single  wire,  from  Khunakeen  to  Bushire, 
be  constructed,  protected,  and  worked  in  an  efBcient  manner,  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Eogtish  officers  superintending  ii,  the  English  Government  agrees  to  dispatch  by  the  Per- 
sian line  one-fourth  part  of  all  the  tliroutjh  trnffic  via  Bn-^dad,  between  Earopc  and 
India;  and,  in  like  manner,  if  a  second  wire  be  added,  and  made  available  exclusively  for  . 
the  tnnamisBion  of  through  traffic,  to  dispatch  one^half  of  the  same  traffic  by  the  Peniaa 
fine. 

The  above  agreement  might  be  made  binding  for  a  period  not  exceeding  10  years,  at  the 
close  of  which  its  terms  would  be  open  to  revision. 

X  am  further  directed  to  suggest  that  tbe  necessary  commonicaiions  on  the  subject  should 
be  made  simultaneously  to  the  'nnfcisk  Govemmeut. 

I  am,  kc 

(signed)       T.  G,  JJcaru^. 


No.  37. 

Sail  RuiteU  to  Mr.  Tboauon- 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  6  May  laes. 

I  TBAirstm>,  for  yonr  information  and  guidance,  copies  of  two  letters  from  the  India  Board 

on  the  subject  of  telegraphic  eonunuiucalion  with  India.* 

You  will  leani  from  these  ieltcrs  the  particulars  of  the  arrangement  which  should,  in  the 
opmion  of  the  Secretary  of  Stale  for  India,  be  proposed  to  ihe  luikish  and  Persian  Govern- 
ments, for  the  distribution  between  the  two  lines  of  telegraph  about  to  be  established 
irom  Bagdad  to  Bushire,  of  the  telegraphic  messages  passim;  between  Eagland  and  India, 
and  also  what  has  passed  between  8m  Charies  Wood  and  the  Persiaii  Minister  on  this 
snbjecL 

1  have  now  to  instruct  yon  io  state  to  tbe  Persian  Oovemmenr,  that  if  the  Persian  line 

of  telegraph,  with  a  sin!;!^  «ire,  from  Khanukeen  to  Bushire,  i-^  constructed,  protected,  and 
worked  in  an  efficient  manner,  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  English  officers  superintending 
i^the  English  Government  agrees  to  dispatch  by  that  line  one-fourth  part  of  all  the  through 
traffic  »i4  Bagdad,  between  Europe  and  India;  and  in  like  manner,  if  a  second  wire  be 
added,  and  made  available  exclusively  ibr  the  transmission  of  through  traffic,  to  dispatch 
ensJmlf  of  the  sametn^Bte  by  the  Persian  line.  In  the  event  of  the  Persian  Government 
agreeing  to  these  terms,  you  are  hereby  authorised  to  make  an  agreement  with  them  for 
a  period  not  esceedinig  10  years. 

I  am,  Sk. 
(signed)  MuttelL 


Ho.  88. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  6  May  1868. 

WiTTT  1  r Tc  rtncc  to  my  despatch  of  the  3d  ultimo,  I  transmit  fur  your  information  a  copy 
of  a  further  letter  from  the  Iiiuiaa  Buard,'f'  statin:;  tbe  jiarticulars  of  tlic  arrangement  whico 
should,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  State  fur  India,  be  proposed  to  the  Turkish  and 
Persian  Government?,  with  rcferfncf^  lo  the  distribution  between  the  two  lines  of  teh'graph 
about  to  be  established  from  iiugdud  to  Bushire,  of  the  telegraphic  messages  puabim^ 
between  Bnghnd  and  India. 

I  also 
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I  nUo  enclose  a  copy  of  a  <]espatch  wiruli  1  have  adtlresaed  to  Her  Majesty's  Chared 
d'Ali  ines  in  Persia  ujKuj  this  subject,"  and  i  bave  to  instruct  your  ExcelleDcy  to  make  tne 
neeesB  ii  v  ( c  miuunicu  ions  to  the  Poit^  wilfa  the  view  of  oinym^OBl  the  wirnigeiBaiiieil 
fevik  im  'th«  India  Uoard  letter. 

I  eD,  lie. 
Oh9m4)  JSttMftt. 


No.  ay. 

Mr.  tTtomum  to  Earl  JSitni«flL— (Recerred  M  Mey.) 

My  IrorJ,  Tehran,  12  April  1869. 

l  llAVE  the  lioiionr  to  inform  ymii  I,' nl-'ilp  that  I  this  day  received  a  ines--ai;<.'  Irotn  the 
Persian  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  tliiuu^li  <>n«-  i>f  his  secretaries,  to  say  that  a  report  bad 
reached  him  from  the  Governor  of  Kerman,  to  the  eBcct  tliiit  English  omc<  rs  wcie  engaged 
in  iii.ikii)^  ^ireparations  (o  carry  a  line  of  telogr;i|  li  fti.m  ilu-  riL-loDcliij-lan  fr  -i.tiir  by  land 
to  Buiiucr  Abbas,  and  thence  on  to  Bushier,  and  lhat,  il  tlicrc  was  any  liuth  in  this  state- 
ment, he  begged  that  I  would  take  stopii  to  suspend  the  operations  until  the  mutter  had 
hcen  discussed,  and  an  amngemeDt  entered  into  on  the  subject  at  Tehran,  as  such  a  line 
had  not  been  provided  fur  in  the  Convention  htely  agreed  to  by  dhe  Pentmn  Oovem^ 
iiicnt. 

1  rcpliid  that  I  had  no  kdowlcdi^e  of  the  circumstance  to  which  lie  alluded  ;  that  I  was 
Inlbrmed  that  the  leltgraph  from  Busbire  would  be  taken  down  the  Persian  Gulf  by  mean 
of  a  suijuiariiic  cuIjIc,  w.liich  was  now  being  maiiufartuicil  in  FnulaiKl  ;  ;intl  lhat  I  was  cot 
aware  that  there  was  any  intention  of  landing  the  wire  at  any  puini  in  the  Persian  teriiloij 
czceptuig  at  the  two  above  ports  of  Bushf  re  and  Bunder  Abbas. 

1  have,  &«. 
(•signed)       R,  F,  ZHOMMB. 


If  o.  40, 

Mr.  Thomson  to  Earl  RvmU. — (Received  24  May.) 

My  Lord«  ^      Tehran,  IZ  April  itjCS. 

I  BATB  the  hononr  to  enclose  fr>tnelati(Mk  of  a  firman  which  has  been  addressed  by  his 

Majtsf\  tl;e  Shall  to  the  Governi  r  tlnoiigh  whose  (iistrins  (In-  Ptihian  iclt'-iiij)!!  is  to  pass, 
instructing  them  to  prepare  ihc  posts  required  for  the  line,  and  to  have  them  in  readiness  at 
an  early  date.  1  his  tirm.in  has  been  forwarded  thrnuu  h  two  of  the  Shah's  private  attendaots. 
Haj*^  Ferumer/.  Bt  ^  and  Hajtc  EiiKz  nr<;,  rhf  flintier  having  proceeded  to  l^kulMn  and 
Sbiruz,  and  the  latter  to  Hamadaa  and  Kernuuishah. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)      H,  F,  Tionuw,  ' 


Enclosure  m  Ifo.  40. 

Firman  to  the  Governors  of  the  Provinces  through  which  the  Persiaii  Telegraph 

is  to  PaBS.t 

.  *  ^  (TrunslaiiuD). 

Tin;  construcllon  of  a  lolt  ^r:^])'!  Lciii:;  an  niulcr  t  iking  of  tlie  utmost  importance,  wliich, 
when  completnl,  cannot  lad  to  b«  of  the  greate»t  utility  in  facilitating  business,  bolh 
Government  and  private,  throughout  the  Persian  dommions,  and  in  pron  oling  the  interests 
of  comniercc  and  the  welfareo!"  (  ur  snhject-*;,  it  lia^  Ijcen  lie'.eimiiK  d  i>>  a  Convention  bftaecn 
the  Ptij-ian  Govurnment  and  the  a2;ent<4  tst  Her  LJritaii.nc  Majesty  U»  eslabtish  a  telegrapliic 
line  ul  curnmiinication  between  Khanakcen  and  Tehran,  and  from  tbf  capital  to  Bushire, 
which  is  to  be  connected  with  the  Bagdad  line,  and  is  to  be  extended  by  a  cable  from 
Bnshtre  to  India,  to  be  laid  down  by  the  KngUsh  Government  Of  the  matauials  lieoeisary 
for  this  work,  next  fo  (Iip  wires,  &c.,  whi<"h  have  I  ei  n  puicliased  in  Europe,  tFie  most 
import  ant  arc  the  timber  posts  re<juired  for  stretching  tne  wires,  and  the-*'  aie  ot  tsvo  kinds, 
the  ordinary  post  and  the  straining  post.  They  must,  therefore,  be  procuted^  ami  (iistri- 
Imti  d  alonu  the  road  and  at  tlie  ditforcnt  stations  at  once;  so  that,  please  God,  by  the  end 
of  the  present  year  tlie  line  may  be  completed  and  iu  Working  order.  We,  therefore,  now 
command  that,  on  the  receipt  ot  this  firman,  yi»u  will  issue  stringent  ordert  to  the  necessary 

parties 


*  Ne^  37.^'  t  Trsosmitted  t«  th»  MQislott  ua  9  Apifl  1863. 
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pMlties  ID  yovr  prcmnce  that  for  every  fursukh  ffour  miles)  along  the  road,  00  ordinary  posts      Jft|lfi>  NOb  1. 

and  18  ftrainiae  posts,  acconliug  to  the  following  dimensionSf  are  to  be  prepared  and  held   

in  readiness  witnin  the  space  of  one  month  :— 

Ord'tnari/  posts. — NinetjT  in  number,  strong,  good,  and  quite  straight,  six  Peman  yards  ■ 
long*  and  tire  inches  in  diameter  at  tlie  top. 

;   Straininff  /m«/<.-— Eighteen  io  Dumber,  from  seven  and  a  half  to  eight  yards  long,  and 

Jarice  the  ab  >ve  diameter. 

The  receipts  for  the  above  are  to  be  made  over  to  the  Prince  Ilizud-oo-Sullaneh,  the 
Minister  for  Puhlic  Works,  through  Hujee  Euiez  Beg,  one  of  uur  private  attendants,  who 
will  superintend  these  arrangements.  You  will  take  care  to  have  our  tottructtous  in  this 
respec-t  carried  oat  attentitrely,  so  that  the  posts  may  be  ready  to  be  handed  oreririttan  the 
period  gpeci6e'i  ubovc,  an<I  ua  no  account  are  you  to  SUppoSB  yottnelf  exempt  froittf  AT 
mespoosible  for  the  fultihiient  of  this  command. 


Ifo.  41. 

Mr.  7%mMcm  to  Earl  JiiuselL-^]i&:eiv&il  20  Juoe.)  ^ 

My  Lord,  Teiiran,  12  May  1863. 

I  UAVE  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordship,  that  his  Excellency  the  Ameen-ed-Dowleh 
some  days  ago  requested  that  I  would  suggest  to  Her  Majesty's  Guvernment  that  either 
Captain  Champain,  (»r  one  of  the  officers  who  are  to  be  employed  in  Persia  in  laying  down 
the  telegraphic  wires,  should  be  instructed  to  proceed  lo  Tehran  with  as  little  delay  as 
possible,  ii^,  in  the  opinion  ol' ths  Pi-rsian  Miui.-»tois,  it  is  desirable  that  some  experienced 
otticer  should  be  on  the  spot  in  order  that  tliey  may  have  the  advantage  of  bis  practical 
knowledge  and  advioe  in  •earrying  •nt  the  jwdwinify  nwaswwa  for  the  eonalnietinu  of  the 
Pe/sian  fine  of  telegraph. 

7  ■  ;         i -.;•>-    •  >..:J.t 

'  ■       .  .  '    •    ■■  ..■ 


Sir,  India  Office,  8  July  180^ 

Wm  reference  to  the  despatch  of  the  19th  uf  May  from  Mr.  Thomson,  Chajgd^V^Auil 
at  Tehran,  to  Earl  Russell,  I  am  direeled  by  Sir  Charles  Wood  to  t^tate  for  his  Tj>p^^||8|ft 
intbrmation  ibat  he  concurs  in  opinion  with  the  Government  ol'tiie  Shall,  that  it  isdedraMi 
'Aat  either  Captain  Champain,  or  tume  other  officer  to  be  employed  in  laying  down  the 
4elegiaphie  «MBa  in  PetBia,  should  be  intlmctad  to  proceed  to  Tetumn  with  as  little  delmr 
as  poesible.  If  Lord  Rnssdl  sees  no  objection  tft  lb*  ^rt—gament,  fiir  i(%ailes^Wood  wiB 
ai  once  elect  aii'oficer  to  pMoaeA  -M  niniditaaiislf  •§  iMuaibleto  Trhrnh  on  iiiWgnl|fliio 
service.   <  ■        ■    '         .  .       i-  .    ■  .  .  ■     .    :•  ^^,\t 

.  -  :^.if        'I  faatve^dx^'  l  i^r  -i 

.1 (signed^. T«^>AM%i:iI 


N0.4S. 

^  ^       .nr.  Thornton  to  Earl  Autstit^Beceived  4  July.) 


.f 


My  Lord,  •  ,  u  '       Tehran,  29  May  lh(53.  , 

With  reference  (o  your  JJMiilBiij>*»  despatdl  'itj)^;;l^fi' of  Oelober  1868,  1  have  the 
honour  to  iransmit  hen  with eopy  of  a  despaU^'^  addressed roe  to  the  resident  in  the 
Persi  ill  ( iull.  enclosing  a  translation  of  a  letter  from  Meena  Saeed  Khan  to  the  Govemor 
of  Bushire,  troni  which  your  Lordship  will  pcireivo  that  in-tnirtii.n-  Iunc  liprn  -  iven  bv  the 
Persian  Miiii>t<  r  (or  the  ccuritruction  of  a  telegraph  sUition  at  Uushire,  which  is  to  be  piftdf 
•over  to  tlir  Hriti^h  ^Govemn.ent'^,att'^$l^^       fl^,^  ficlusive  use  of  thewW^ltpi 


~oA  the  Indiiiu  hoe  of  tele»aph,  , 

.......     Ihave,&^  .       ,  . 
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App.  No.  a,  Enoloiore  1  in  No.  43. 


Mr.  TAoamn  to  Colonel 

Sir,  Tehran,  26  May  1868. 

CoLOHSL  KbmbaiiI.  liaTing  fenrarded  to  me  an  extract  from  die  report  drawn  out  by  Che 

engineer  officer  recently  sent  to  survey  the  cnast  of  the  Persian  Gulf,  from  which  it  appears 
that  Resheer  had  been  selected  as  tlie  spot  for  landing  the  cable  in  the  viciDity  of  Bushirv, 
I  have  applies!  to  die  PenuBn  GoTemmentfor  their  permitsion  to  ealablidka  telegraph 
station  at  that  place. 

I  now  beg  to  enclose  copy  of  an  order  transmitted  by  the  Persian  Minister  for  Foreign 
Affairs  to  the  Governor  of  Bushire,  directing  him,  after  c  msulting  with  you,  and  ascertain* 
ing  the  exact  point  at  which  the  cable  is  to  be  landed,  to  cause  a  building  to  be  erected  as 
a  station  ibrthe  exdarive  aae  of  the  English  telegraph  employ ds,  for  which  a  modemte 

•mount  of  rent  will  be  received  by  the  Persian  nutborities. 

I  have  uo  ii)foiiuatiun  as  to  the  amount  of  accoiunioilutioii  required  at  this  station  ;  but, 
in  order  to  save  time,  and  to  admit  of  the  building  being  conimenced  at  onoe,  should  it  be 
thought  advisable  to  have  it  ready  before  the  cabfe  is  landed,  it  has  been  iirran^^ed  that,  in 
the  meantime,  a  building,  containing  only  a  lew  rooms,  should  be  erected  ;  and,  on  my  being 
made  acquainted  with  the  amount  of  further  accommodation  required,  1  shall  talw  Steps  to 
obtain  from  the  Persian  Govemmeat  their  sanction  to  having  such  additions  as  may  be 
aeeesssfy  to  bs  made. 

I  have,  &.C. 
(signed)      Jt.  F,  Thmsm, 


Endossre  2  in  No.  48. 

Hie  Penbn  Minislor  4br  Foieign  Affairs  to  the  GoTemor  of  BnshtK. 

(TVanshlion.)  18  May  1068. 

As  you  already  know,  by  desire  of  his  Majesty  the  Phnh,  the  Persian  Government  are 
about  to  construct  a  telcgrnph  fiom  the  frontier  of  Kcrmanshah  to  Bushire,  and  the  English 
Gbvernment,  as  they  may  feel  disposed,  are  at  liberty  to  join  their  telegraphic  wires,  wrhicli 
are  to  be  brongbt  by  a  sabmarine  Une,  to  the  Persian  wires,  it  is  therefore  necessary  that 
they  lihonld  have  a  telegraph  station  on  the  coast,  and  his  Majesty  has  ordered  that  a 
station  should  be  erected  for  this  purpose  at  Kesheer,  under  the  directions  of  the  Prince 
Itizad-oo-Sultaoeh,  which  is  to  be  given  to  the  British  Government  for  an  annual  rent. 
The  Prince  has  written  Uie  insttvetiom  necessary,  and  they  are  now  sent  to  yon.  In  the 
meantime,  as  the  English  cable  may  shortly  reach  Bushire,  and  on  its  arrival  they  may 
require  a  place  at  once  in  which  to  keep  their  stores  and  materials  before  the  regular  etaiioo 
Is  oompleted,  you  will  now  at  once,  after  communicating  with  the  resident^  and  ascertaining 
the  exact  spot  where  the  cable  will  be  landed,  proceed  to  erect  a  building  according  to  the 
accompanying  plan  given  by  the  Prince,  in  a  suitable  position,  and  get  it  in  readiness,  so 
that  ihey  may  not  suffer  inccnvi  ui  iji  i:.  You  will  then  forward  an  estimate  of  the  expenses 
of  completing  the  building,  and  when  you  receive  orders  on  the  subject^  yon  will  have  it 
Ifinidiea  by  boilding  the  adaittonal  portion. 

His  Majesty  has  further  commanded  that  the  station  also  required  for  the  employes  on 
the  Persian  line  of  telegraph  from  Bushire  to  Khanakecn,  is  to  be  built  alongside  of  the 
station  constructed  far  the  EnuHsh  telegraph  to  India,  so  that,  for  the  better  working  of  tlw 
lines,  the  two  slatioos  are  not  to  be  apart  and  distant  from  each  other. 


No.  44. 

Mr.  Tiomoa  to  Earl  £u«srU.— (Beceived  4  July.) 

My  Lord,  Tehran,  5  Jane  186S. 

I  HAVE  delayed  till  now  replying  to  your  Lordship's  despatch  of  the  -lOth  of  February,  in 
the  hope  that  the  Persian  Government  mi^ht  be  inducea  to  adopt  the  entire  suggestions 
offered  in  that  communication*  The  Persian  Mintsiers  express  themselves  fully  satisfied 
•with  the  preliminary  arrangements  which  Colonel  Stewart  proposes  that  they  should  make 
for  the  construction  of  the  Persian  telegraph,  and  they  are  now  engaged  in  prcjiaiing  the 
materials  required,  and  in  having  them  distributed  along  the  line,  for  which  purjiose  thej 
have  dispatcned  agents  to  the  different  pforittoes  through  which  the  telegraph  is  to  pass* 
But  with  regard  to  the  period  during  which  Ae  line  is  to  be  entrusted  to  the  8upertnton> 
denee  of  Enghsh  officers,  1  find  that  the  views  of  the  PersiLi  i  Ministers  do  not  coincide  with 
those  of  Uef  Majesty's  Government.  It  is  proposed  in  your  Lordship's  despatcli  that  five 
years  should  be  fixed  for  this  superintendence;  but  though  the  Persian  tlovemment  state 
that  they  desire  to  retain  the  services  of  the  En'^lish  assent:,  until  such  time  as  th'^  line  is  in 
a  perfectly  efficient  state,  and  until  it  is  found  to  work  to  tlic  satisfaction  of  tlie  British 
Government,  they  are  not  disposed  to  engage  fomnily  that  tlie  Persian  telegraph  should  be 
nnder  the  control  of  lingilsb  empkiy^s  for  a  longer  space  of  time  than  one  year. 
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As  your  Lordship's  dospatch  of  the        nf  May,  however,  whicb  I  have  just  rccpircd,      Af».  No..«. 

authoiisea  me  to  make  an  agreement  with  the  Persian  Govemmeiit  fixing  the  amount  of  J  

niewagw  to  be  transmitted  by  tiieir  line,  on  condition  that  it  is  constructedf  protected,  and 
worked  in  an  eificicnt  ii^nnnrr,  nnd  1o  the  satisfaction  of  the  English  offioen  taperintfmdil^ 
it,  I  trust  that  they  uiav  now  be  induced  to  set  aside  their  present  deterininatimi  on  t1i?i 
point,  as  they  cannot  fail  to  perceive  that,  unless  the  line  is  under  tlic  toiitml  nf  English 
officers,  it  can  never  be  worked  with  that  efficiency  which  will  render  it  profitable  by  te> 
curing  to  Persia  a  fall  share  of  the  messnges  transmitted. 

"With  respect  to  the  remaining  question  of  (Ik-  amonnt  to  W.  rliaro;ctl  on  such  messages, 
the  Persian  Ooreroment  is  about  to  send  instructions  to  Mahmood  Kiiun,  authorising 
fiim  to  enter  into  any  arrangiement  in  London  whicb  he  may  consider  fair  and  reaiionable. 

I  li:..V-  JCC. 

(signed)      R,  F.  7%onf  tM. 


No.  46. 

Mr.  Hammtmd  to  Mr.  Merbtate. 


Sir,  Foreign  Office,  6  July  1863. 

Ix  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  I  am  directed  to  reques-t  ynn  will  inform  Sir 
Charles  Wood  that  Karl  Russell  concni's  in  his  opinion  that  it  is  desirable  that  Captain 
Cbampain,  or  some  other  officer,  should  at  once  proceed  to  Tehran  to  assist  the  Pci-sian 
authorities  in  canytog  ont  the  ineliminary  measures  for  the  coostmcUon  of  the  Persian 
liue  of  telegraph. 

I  am,  &c. 
(signed)      £L  Hanmond. 


No.  46. 

Sir ^.^K&cer  to  Earl  AiasliL— (BeoeiTed  July  IS.) 

My  Lord,  Constantinople,  0  July  1863. 

.  1  HAVB  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith*  for  your  Lmrdship's  inforniatiim,  copy  of  an 
official  note  which  I  have  raedved  from  the  Porte,  in  reply  to  my  rommonieation  of  yonr 

Lordship'?  instructions  relative  to  the  division  of  messages  1  y  tlit  H  ii^dad  telegraph. 

Your  Lordship  will  perceive  that  the  Porte  feels  some  dieuppoiiiluient  at  the  arrangement 
pr<^8ed  to  be  adopted.  I  have  not  myself  expressed  any  opinion  00  tlw  aotdec^  but 
merely  stated  I  would  transmit  the  Porte's  note  to  your  Lordship. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)      U.  L.  Bulwer. 


Enclosure  in  No.  46. 

AaR  Ada  to  Sir  H,  Sahatr, 

M.  TAmbassadeur,  Sublime  Porte,  le  ~  J  :i!l  ;  f  1RC3. 

J'ai  retju  et  transmis  &  rAdaiiaistration  Gencrale  des  Tclc^iraphen  la  aiote  rjue  vous 
m'svez  fait  i'honneur  de  m'adresser,  en  date  du  1 1  Avril,  pour  m'informer  (|ue  le  Gouvem^ 
ment  de  Sa  Majestc  Britanniqoe  est  dans  I'inteution  de  gf  servir  <jgalem6nt  dea  di  ux  lignes 
t^l^graphiques  de  Bagdad  &  Bunder-Bushir  par  Bussorah,  et  dc  celle  qui  sera  ^tablie  en  tie 
Bagdad  et  Bunder-Bushir  en  passant  la  frontitire  Persane  prt^s  de  Khanakeen. 

Nous  reconnainons  ^galement  TutiUi^  de  I'^tabliasement  de  cette  seconde  Hgne  qui  ne 
peut  que  rendfe  pins  sate  la  communication  ^lecfnqne  entreBnntferwBoshtr  et  Bagdad; 
mais  d'aprc*  nnns  on  anrtut  pu  mieux'  choisir  la  direction  qu'on  veut  hti  d  un  r  Uiie  Hgne 
passant  par  Khanakeen,  Zenkiabad,  et  Carabata,  et  abouti^saut  4  Kerkiah,  pr6senterait 
d'autant  plus  d*avantages  qu'eUe  off'rirait  plus  de  fiKilit^s  soit  pour  sa  pose,  parce^u'elle  ne 
rencontrerait  pas  dc  grands  courants  d'eau,  soit  pour  les  diSlenses  de  constructinn  pour  la 
raison  que  son  parcours  serait  beaucaup  moins  long.  Aprils  ces  conKidurations  tiecirique* 
one  autre  plus  important?  n'a  pu  nous  ^clmpper.  Le  Gouvemement  ImpSriai  Be  devant 
^tahlir  et  entretenir  la  ligne  de  Bagdad  i  Bussorah  que  pour  unir  les  indcs  Orientalea  an 
i^aeau  tcli-;^rapliique  de  I'Europe,  U  nooa  semUe  qa*il  aersit  juste  que  les  d^iAehes 
Anglaises  ne  fassent  tnottrnkes  par  la  l%m  Pensne  qa'an  ces  iTuiteniipdoa  tat  la  l%ne 
Ottomane. 

£n  consequence  je  vous  priCp  M.  rAmbaMadeOTy  d'flUretenir  le  Goaveniement  de  Sa 
Mitjcstc  Brit;inniqiic  et  dc  pmvoquer  de  sa  part  an  csgageflMnt  dans  C0  seas  dans  le  cas od 

votrc  Excellence  se  rangerait  a  mon  avis. 

Veuiilez,  Sec. 
(sign^)  Aoit. 
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Aff.Vo»9>.  (Tranalation.) 

M.  TAmbassadeur,  Biiblime  Porte,  7  July  1863. 

I  HAva  teeeived  and  tramtniticd  to  the  G«d«ral  Administi-atiim  of  Telegraph!,  the  note 
which  you  did  me  ihc  h  nn  tir  to  address  to  tue,  dated  the  Hlh  of  April,  lo  inform  me  that 
the  Government  of  Ikr  BrUamiic  Majesty  intends  to  use  equally  the  two  telegrauhic  hues 
from  Baudad  to  Bunder  Bushir  by  Bussonih,  and  tht-  one  which  will  be  establiahed  betWtta 
Bvifdad  and  Uunder  Bushir,  crossing  tiie  Pers4an  frontier  near  Khanakeen. 

recosnise  eau:^ lly  the  utility  of  the  esfobKshment  of  thin  second  Ime,  which  cannot 
fail  to  i-ender  the  electrical  communication  between  Bunder  Bii>liiraiid  Rfcjad  more  sure; 
but,  in  our  opinion,  the  «liiection  which  it  is  ntiended  t>  i;ive  it  might  have  been  Iwtter 
chosen.  A  line  passing  by  Khanakeen,  Zenkiahad,  and  Carabaia,  and  joinin<T  at  Kerlctshi 
would  offer  as  mai  y  aiivant;!ge>  as  it  would  offer  (acilities  either  for  laving  it  dowi>,  becuiise 
it  would  not  encounter  strong  curreuts  uf  water,  or  for  the  expenses  of  its  construction,  from 
tiie  faet  that  its  lensth  would  be  much  less.  After  tht'^e  considerations  another  more  im- 
portant one  has  not  escaped  our  observation.  As  the  Imperial  (iovemmeut  roust  establish 
and  maintain  the  tme  from  Bagdad  to  BttS«orah  only  to  unite  the  East  f  ndies  to  the  tel^ 
grapliic  network  of  Kuro|ic,  it  >eem-i  lo  us  that  it  would  be  just  that  the  English  desp  itches 
should  be  ouly  transmitted  by  the  Persian  line  in  the  event  of  interruption  of  communication 
on  die  Ottoman  line. 

I  beg  you,  therefore,  M.  rAmbussudeur,  to  communicate  with  Her  Britannia  Majesty's 
Government,  and  to  propose  an  engagement  lu  ihis  seu»e  ou  their  part,  ^Uoul  1  )  uur  £i]c-> 
cetienqr  be  of  my  opinion. 

Receive,  dee. 
(signed)       AmU^  . 


Mr.  Li^fard  to  Mr.  Maivab, 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  2ft  July  1863. 

I  AM  directed  hf  Eail  Rtusell  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  information  of  Set n  tai  y  Sir  G, 
Wood,  the  accompanying  cop^  of  a  despati  h  from  Her  Majesty's  Ambassadtw  at  Constan* 
tinopic,*  inclosing  a  copy  ot  the  reply  of  the  Turkish  QoTemment  to  the  oOmmmication 
which  he  was  instructed  to  make,  in  accortiance  with  yuur  letter  >t'  i:  e  28tkof  Apiilf  wiA 
mgacd  tqi  the  dtvisioo  of  mesngcs  lo  ha  sent  by  tha  Bagdad  feelegiaph. 

I  have.  Sic. 
(signed)      J..  H,  jMyard* 


No.  48. 

Mr.  Thomtou  to  Carl  RutulL — (Received  August  1.) 

My  Lord,  Tehran,  4  July  1868. 

Thb  difficulty  of  tmnaactins:  basine«8  here  during  the  first  days  of  Moharrem,  and  the 
sub'^r  queiil  dejrattnre  of  the  Shah  on  a  hunting  excursion  in  the  neighbouring  hills,  have 
occasioned  ^ome  delay  in  my  obtaining  a  distinct  reply  to  the  proposal  which  I  was  directed 
by  your  Lordship's  despatch  of  the  9m  of  May  to  make  to  tht:  Persian  Government  respedr 
ing  the  dbtribation  <tf  meeaages  betwe«R  the  two  telegraphic  lines  from  Bagdad  to  Bushira. 

Although  the  Minister  for  Foreign  Affaire  and  the  Anieen«ed-Dowleli,  to  whom  1  was 

also  icferred  on  tl:e  subject,  both  expressed  themselves  stroti^lv  in  fk\our  of  addino  a  second 

wire  at  once  to  the  tel^;niph  about  to  be  constructed  from  Khanakeen  tu  Bushirc,  I  have 
since  been  given  to  nnderstand  by  Meerza  Seeed  Khan  that  the  Shah  was,  for  the  present, 

not  di=5posed  to  give  his  winrtion  to  the  additional  exppn?p  whicli  would  he  thereby  incurred. 
His  Majesty  was  of  opimon  ilmt  tlie  line  should  lie  constructed,  a^  originally  proposed,  with 
only  one  wire,  and  that  they  should  only  engage  to  add  a  second  when  they  bad  ascertaiued 
clearly  how  far  it  was  absolutely  neceaeaiT,  and  what  the  profits  were  which  they  were  likely 
to  derive  from  the  Persian  telegnif.h.  His  Excellency  said  that  it  was  against  his  advice 
cntiri?ly  tliat  the  Shah  hiid  nrio|)tr-d  this  vit  w,  and  thai  he  would  again  reprc«cnt  to  his 

Majesty  the  advantages  which  both  he  and  th^  Ameeo-ed-Dowleh  considtiered  that  the 
Pcfiian  Oovemmoit  would  obtain  by  providing  a  double  wire,  by  means  of  which  the  PerHW| 

telegraph  might  be  worked  with  perfect  cfTipiency  from  the  outset  His  Majesty's  reply  hal 
not  yet  been  received  at  Tehmn ;  but,  as  ^reat  unc  cnaiuty  iieems  to  exist  m  the  n>mds  of 
many  of  those  about  the  Court,  whose  advice  is  frequently  adopted  in  such  matters,  as  to 
the  success  which  is  Ukely  to  attend  the  establishment  of  this  telegraph,  it  is  probable  that 
no  change  will  take  phce  in  his  Majesty's  vieivs,  and  that  be  will  not  be  induced  to  embark 


•  No.  46. 
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in  any  fm  ther  outlay  for  the  pre:«POt  ihaD  that  wbldl  ihtf  have  dlMidy  OMMttlad  tO  i»  tbft       App^  «• 
Convention  with  Uer  Majesty's  Goverament  . 
With  respect  to  th«  dimion  of  messafres  between  the  Tarkiah  and  Persian  lines  of  tete^ 

craph  frum  Bagdad  to  Btisliire,  the  Shah's  Ministers  do  uot  appear  to  simrc  the  apprphpri- 
liouft  lek  by  the  Persian  Envoy  ia  Loiidoii  with  regard  to  ihe  cornpetioi;  iinc  Mlnch  is  now 
m  course  of  cnnstructioQ  by  way  of  Bius(«rab.  They  have  hitherto  regarded  the  estabiish- 
meot  of  that  line  with  apparent  lodiflerenee,  and  as  yet  tbay  b««6  uot^hown  any  inclinatioa 
to  enter  into  tbe  arrangement  proposed  by  Sir  Charts  Wood,  whidi  would  secure  to  them 
a  eertain  aiiace  of  tha  telagraphte  ncaaagas  traaaautled  to  and  from  India. 

« 

I  have,  &c» 
(ugned)      JL  JF*  3%ormv«. 


No.  49: 

Mr.  MMl  to  Mr.  J9asMiondl'><Receifed  s  Aagtut) 

Sir,  India  Office,  7  August  1863. 

I  AM  directed  by  Sir  Charles  Wood  to  state*  icx  tbe  information  of  Secretary  Earl  Russell, 
that  for  the  purposN  of  the  arrangement!!  in  progress  for  the  establishment  of  telegraphic 
communication  with  India,  tlirougli  Turkey,  Persia,  and  the  Persian  Gulf,  some  considerable 
disbiirtif  nieiits  will  liave  to  be  made  in  Persia,  in  effecting  which  Sir  Chiirlcs  WOod  would, 
with  Earl  Russell's  j>erroission,  wish  to  avail  himself  of  the  agency  of  Her  Majesty's  Minister 
at^'ebran.  The  dtsburaements  for  current  and  miseellsneoua  expenditure  will  amount  to 
ab<iut  6,000/..  and  I  :im  to  request  that  Mr.  Alison  may  be  apprisetl  thnt  ho  13  empowered, 
up  to  tbe  limit,  and  for  the  purpo->es  indicated  above,  Ut  draw  Bills  on  the  GoTcruuteot 
Iraasary  at  Bombay  or  Calcutta,  as  may  be  fcmnri  most  advisably  tbe  local  CbreramcoCB 
laving  been  reqvestedl  to  honour  his  dnUts  accordingly. 

1  have.  Am;. 
(signed)     J.  Catmo  JTebiOL 


No.«0. 

Mr,  Eammi^  to  Mr.  Jlfsf«t7£r- (Received  11  Angnat) 

*      Sir,  Foreign  Office,  11  August  1863. 

Ik  reply  to  your  letter  the  7th  instant,  I  aro  directed  Earl  Husseil  to  state  to  you 
for  the  information  of  Secretary  S»r  Charles  Wood,  that  hn  CiOrdship  will  instruct  Uer 

Majesty's  Ministi  r  iil  Tehran  ti>  iiuike  ilibljuiSL'nH.i)ts  on  account  of  the  India  Ullice,  in 
connection  with  the  telegraph  ihrougii  Persia ;  and  I  am  to  suggest  that  you  should  move 
Sir  Charles  Wood  to  forward  to  this  office  for  transmission  to  Mr.  Alison  a  Memorandun 
contiitnintr  in<5trtictlnns  f^r  his  guidance  in  this  matter. 

I  am  to  add  that  the  next  (>ppurtunities  lor  sending  despatches  to  Persia  will  be  on 
Thnraday  the  isth,  and  Thursday  the  27tfa,  of  this  month. 

1  have,  8tc. 
(signed^       £.  Baemond, 


No.  61. 

Six  M.  BtUwtr  to  Earl  JSmsm/L— (Received  12  August.) 

My  Lord,  Constantinople,  31  July  1803. 

Witii  reference  to  yonr  I^rdship'^i  dcspntch  of  the  0th  of  May  last,  relative  to  the  division 
uf  inas>age8  by  tbe  Bagdad  tele^r:lpl),  1  hava  the  honour  to  fi»«ard  a  copy  of  the  Porte's 
asply,  which  laached  me  only  this  riay.^ 

I  hav^  Ac. 
(signed)  JST. 


Enclosure  in  No.  51. 

AuH  Fatha  to  Sir  H,  Jiulwer. 

M.  I'Ambassadeur,  Mtnistere  des  Affaires  Etrxniit  res.  !e  31  Jtiillet  1863. 

Je  suis  aujourd'liui  en  mesure  de  rdpuudre      la  note  oue  votie  Excellence  ut'a  fait 
fhonneur  de  m'adreattr,  ^"dafe  dtt  "tt  Btai,  relativement  k  nntenthm  du  GouvemeoMint  de 
0^.  8  a  S  Sa 
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App.  No.  fi.      Sa  Majesi^  Britunnique  de  partager  la  trunamksloti  des  d6p6ches  pour  les  Indes  Oncntales 
..  entre  Ics  deux  ligties  t4l6graphiques  de  Bagdad  ii  Bussorah,  et  de  Khanakeen  h  Buuder 

Bushiro  en  Perse. 

Votre  Exeellence  mit  que  le  Goavernement  Imperial  ne  doit  dtablir  et  entretenir  la  ligoe 
da  Bagdad  k  Baraoim  que  dene  INinique  d^iir  de  rendre  wi  service  au  Gouvernement 

Britanniquc  cn  rluiiissHnt  les  Indes  Orientale.s  au  resciu  tclei^raphique  de  TEurope.  Si 
la  ligne  Persane  doit  Ctre  appclee  a  jouir  &  pari  egale  uvec  la  li^e  Oltomanc  dcs  reveooi 
de  cette  liiftie,  qui  consistcront  principalenient  de  la  traisniissiOll  des  dept-ehes  .Anclo» 
Indieiines,  la  litrne  de  Bagdad  a  Bussorah  devienl  coivi;jlLt.:nieiit  superfluc,  et  'in' r'  Upe 
m£tue,  eu  cuosideratioii  des  i>oiuiucs  cuubiucrablc^  qui  serutu  dupensees  pour  aou  etabUsse- 
ment  et  son  entretieu. 

A  notre  vt\»  il  eenit  mieux  de  renoncer  k  la  li^ne  de  BoMorah  i  Bagdad,  et  se  borner  h 
cdle  de  Kbanakeeo  k  Bender  Bnshir.  Cette  ligne,  ■  eliee  directement  avec  le  cable  de 
Bussora,  jouiruit  dans  ce  cas  de  tous  les  rcvenus  iiU(jL;ralcmcnt,  et  ferait  au-si  uviter  lee 
d^pensea  pour  les  fuurnitures  de  materiel  teiegraphique  que  le  Gourememeat  iudiea  devia 
ftire  k  Mtn  adninumtioii. 

YentUez,  Sec 
(ligii^)  AttIL 


(Traoslatioa.) 

MiiiislTy  of  Foreign  Affidri| 
M.  rAmbassadcur,  31  July  1863. 

I  AM  enabled  to-day  to  reply  to  the  note  which  yow  Excellency  did  me  the  lionour  to 
addieas  to  me  on  the  2Ut  of  Ma^*  relative  to  the  iotentiofi  of  Uer  Britaimic  Majesty's 
Ooveraaient  to  &iid^  the  toramnisskm  of  despotehet  for  the  Beak  Lidiei  fa^weeo  tfao 
two  telegraphic  Uoes  from  Bagdad  to  Bussombf  and  from  Khanakeen  to  Bunder  Btndiin 
in  Persia. 

Your  Ezceltency  knows  that  the  Imperial  Government  is  going  to  establish  and  maintain 
the  Hue  from  Bagdad  to  Bussorah  8o!tly  with  the  desire  ot  renderincr  service  to  the 
British  Government  by  joining  the  East  Indies  to  the  telegraphic  network  of  Europe.  If 
the  Persian  line  i«  to  he  uilowed  to  share  equally  the  revenues  of  the  Ottoman  line,  which 
"will  consist  principeUv  of  tlie  irausitiission  of  Anglo-Indian  despatches,  the  line  from 
Bagdad  to  Bunonh  beeomeH  perfectly  superflaoiu  Hud  even  barthensome,  on  account 
of  the  considerable  sums  whidi  will  be  expended  on  its  ccinstmction  and  inauitenance. 

In  our  opinion  it  would  be  better  to  give  up  the  line  trom  Buasorah  to  Bagdad,  and  to 
confine  ourselves  to  the  line  from  Khanakeen  to  Bunder  Bushire.  That  Tine,  directly 
connected  wiih  the  cable  of  Bussorah,  would  profit  in  that  case  by  all  the  revenues 
integrally,  and  would  ai^o  cause  the  expenses  to  be  avoided  on  account  of  fittings 
and  telegraplue  material  which  the  Indian  Government  will  hava  to  impose  on  our 
administration. 

Keceive,  kc. 
(signed)  AalL 


No.  62. 

Mr.  MtMU  to  Mr.  JGnNmmdL— (Received  13  Angost). 

Sir,  India  Office*  12  August  1S68. 

I  AM  directed  by  llie  Secretary  of  State:  for  India  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  11th  instaut,  and  iu  reply  to  forwaiU  a  memorandum  ov  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Steward,  m  which  is  embodied  all  the  information  rapnnd  at  Ixhran  regarding  the 
measures  which  have  heen^  or  are  about  to  be,  taken  in  oomeetion  with  the  establish- 
ment of  the  telegraph  between  Khanakeen  and  Bushiro,  and  to  reooest  that  £ari  Russell 
will  be  pleued  to  cause  a  copy  thereof  to  be  forwarded  to  Her  Majcs^a  Ministets  in 
Persia. 

I  have,  &e. 
(signed)      J*.  Como  BldeUL 
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App.  No.  B. 

EadoRire  in  No.  SSL  .  , 

Muio&AHOUU  relating  to  the  Persian  Telegraph,  detailing  the  steps  which  have  been 
tiken  in  connection  with  the  Despotch  of  Stores,  &c.,  up  to  ikte. 

7  August  1863. 

Tbb  dhtancei  hvn  been  oatcolatcd  as  folkm*,  and  in  pnctice  will  be  fowd  aiiflkiendy 
accmtet— 

MUei. 


From  KhfiDHkcon  to  Keraiaaslitih       -       -       -       -       -  123 

f,    Kermuashuti  to  Hiunadaa  99 
„   Hajnttdan  to  Tehran  •••-•>-  189 
TflbiantoKoam  .•'.-...90 
„  KwMitoKadian  •.•••.•61 
M  Keiban  to  Iipahan  .••••••100 

„  Iipahaato  Kooadnh      ......  48 

I,  Euomiliah  ta  Moajghapt  ••••••  16S 

„  Hoaigbant  to  Sbnaa  .     ••....  70 

„  Shiiaa  to  Kaaarom  .......67 

f,  KaMfooB  ta  Boiliira .     ...«••  loo 


TOTAK    .    .    •    JfifM  1,10S 


To  allow  for  contingencies,  materiala  for  a  single  wire  line,  1,200  miles  long,  have 
been,  or  are  about  to  be,  sent  out.  COat  and  detail  are  given  below.  The  wire  will  be 
supported  on  sinf^le  iii>iii;iti.rs  on  wooden  posts,  the  number  of  which  shnuIJ  be  21  ordinary 
and  thrae  stretching;  total,  24  posts  per  mile.  On  the  straight  and  open  parts  of  the 
line  21  or  S3  witt  auffice,  while  on  the  other  hand  it  inuy  prove  necessary  among  the  more 
difficult  passes  (sticb  as  tliuse  in  the  n^ghbotirhood  of  Kauroon  or  Khanakeem)  toinereaie 
die  number  to  30  po&ts  per  mile. 


Tabu  afaowiag  the  If  amber  and  Detail  of  Stone  tent  eati 


CaMlal^ihHd. 

£.  «. 

uotena 

WlmNcfi.  B.W.O.     .     -  - 

6»SM  10 

•  n 

MS  - 

Ordinarj  eingle  insalatoia  •      •      .  . 

MOO  - 

\  Packed  in  too 

8,600  n 

Stretcliing  ditto  -       -       »       •       •  • 

000  - 

J  imxaa. 

MO  „ 

Packing  oaies  for  insalators  ... 

S85  5 

Oesli 

Tools  complete  in  boxes     »      -      •  » 

480  - 

38,800  „ 

Bands  for  galvanized  iron  •      •      .  « 

120  - 

1,600  „ 

2fl8  S 

1«  » 

Field  Signalling  iiutromenia  ... 

180  - 

Total  Cost  in  Englaod  .  .  •  £. 

10,680  - 

Tlie  <rreater  part  of  these  stores  will  be  landed  at  Bushirc,  and  tlieru.-e  transported  on 
oiuleB  aluug  the  line  towards  Tehran  j  but  a  proportiuu  cuough  for  32i  tuiles  will  be  seat 
4M1  to  Bussora,  and  thence  up  the  river  to  Bagdad. 

Iti6  IbUowiog  Table  shows  the  stores  deepatched  np  to  date  for  the  Peraian  line^ 
Am  wbole  aUowaaee  bebg  for  1,200  miles,  ok  whicli  &7B  will  be  enpplied  fir  Bmbite, 
•ad  SSSftr  BiiMon. 
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Aff.  No.  a. 


■at  In. 

Dtaeriplioa  nf  Smwm. 

"Alk 

"  Khiinjce." 

<•  Jumna." 

BwUn. 

BUibirf. 

Bunota. 

Bwibire. 

Bum.. 

104 

830  ton*  wile 

- 

104 

S46 

— 

— 

« 

8 

9  toBfl  ■tool 

ditto* 

« 

6S8 

S43 

900  bozet  of 

insulntors. 

100 

984 

lie 

— 

S0,800 

a,ooo 

2S.800  baniU  of 
iron. 

8,960 

7,040 

1,600  stays  com- 
plete. 

— 

— 

3 

4 

12  field  in- 
■tnnnanti. 

a 

s 

6  9tt3  of 
tools  0OlD> 

ploto. 

8 

8 

Tbe  insulators  arc  p'icked  in  boxts,  cacii  containing  28  urdiiiary  and  four  stretching 
inndator!:,  so  that  three  buxes  contaif)  enough  for  four  miles,  or' one  fanakll  of  line.  The 
boxes  weigh  174  lbs.  t.icli,  fwn  tlm-:  fji  tuiuif  a  load  for  one  mule. 

The  "Athene"  wili  pnibably  leacli  liussoia  about  llie  be^iuuiiig  of  Oc!ober,slie  liaving 
left  Liverpool  on  the  30lh  M-iv. 

The  *'  Khimjee  Ooddoonee^"  a  quick  veasd,  sailed  on  the  SOtli  Juae,  aod  may  be  expected 
•t  Busbire  about  the  middle  of  October. 

The  "  Jtiiiina,  '  al-i<  ;i  very  fa.^t  s!iip,  left  London  OH  the  16tli  Jiily,  and  wili  probably 
reach  Bushire  before  the  end  of  October. 

Tbe  rest  of  the  stores  will  be  despatclied  a*  soon  as  possibly  bat  it  b  likdy  that  some 
delay  may  occur  in  comp!elin<^  tlie  full  immbcr  of  insulatrirs. 

lrie.«$rs.  Mauantl  VVaJton  will  leave  England  (vviLl)  aue  ot  the  inspectors  apuinueJ  to 
the  I  ne)  on  tbe  Bth  instant,  and  will  be'able  to  give  every  information  and  as-istame 
that  may  be  iMoemry  until  the  ariival  of  Lieutenant  OhNmpein,  The  latter  officer  will 
almost  immediately  after  reaching  Tebr-m  proceed  to  Biifibire  in  time  to  meet  the  first  of 
the  vessels  with  stores  for  thai  pun,  aiiJ  tu  arranire,  in  ccticert  with  Colonel  Pelly  atld  the 
Pers^ian  authorities,  the  itieaii^  of  transport  and  dislribuiion. 

Two  en<;ineer  officers  have  been  applied  for  from  India  to  assist  in  the  ^ifork,  and  a 
third  will  Kave  Eng'tnu!  via  tl  f  ovnrland  rout*'  for  Bombay,  about  the  Piul  of  Airjitst,  with 
10  non-couMJiiMS  oned  officeiis  umi  uitn  of  the  Royal  Euiiiiuers  trained  10  tiie  \\  <)rk,  and 
convcri'uiit  witli  the  practical  duties  that  will  be  n  quired  of  thein. 

The  whole  line  from  Khanakeen  lo  Busbwe  will  therefore  be  divided  into  five  divtuons, 
each  division  bavincr  its  om^  officer  or  sttperintendent,  one  inspector,  and  two  assistant 
insjecfor*  of  the  Royal  ru^iin  i  r  di  tac-!iinent,  u hile  the  direction  of  tliu  wlmli'  staff  will 
be  in  the  hands  of  Lieutenant  Champainj  who  will  fix  his  head-quarters  at  Tehran. 

The  fbllowing  Table  sbows  apfiroximi^tely  What*  ibe  monifalv  pav  of  the  staff  will  be, 
and  the  nd  litinnal  expenditmo  which  will  thasdevdve  «pon  ihelBritish  Mission  has  already 
been  provided  for: — 


Mo. 


1 
t 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
9 


Diractor  -  • 
Superintendent  - 
Engineer  Offiosr 

Ditto 

Ditto 
Civil  Officer 

Ditto    •  • 


Inspectors  .      -      -  . 

Ditto     -       -       .  . 
10    I  Atsisiant  Inspector      -  - 
!  Nou  Con)n)if.sioU(  d  UlBcers 
of  Royal  Engineers. 


Staff  Piy  for 

ITiKiaqr^ 
rOtowUjrtJPkyliir 

€Snl~ 


SOO 
880 
800 
8€0 
460 

9S0 

200 

Appointed  pay  - 
Military  andotvU 
for  lb. 


888  19 
905  19 

306  1-2 


Approxitiiafc  Total,  omitting  Pay  of  tlio  Diieotor  (ootyatdeeided),! 
and  Travelling  Allowanca       -.».--  -J 


766 

19 

619 

13 

400 

12 

600 

00 

480 

00 

809 

00 

800  09 

1,880  90 

6,650  00 
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WBi  will  b6  !■  •ddition  to  the  actual  amount  expended  in  tnvellinsr  and  to  Lieulensnt 

Cbampain's  pay,  the  Rmount  of  wliicli  has  not  yet  be<  n  fixed. 

The  total  monihly  cx|)euditure  on  actount  of  telegrujih  «ujK nnteodence,  military 
pay  of  uflicers  and  sokliftg  employed,  and  contingencies,  will  possibly  mcfa  ia  nmnS 
amnbers  the  sam  of  7,600  ropees,  and  such  vxpenditnre  arill  tirobablr  cobmbcim:*  from 
Ae  1st  Oet*>ber  IMS.  ^  ' 

Lieutenuiit  Coloni  l  rdly,  Ilcr  MajestyV  Tlepidcnt  at  Bushire,  hae  already  been  infDrmed 
that  tlie  approximate  weight  of  atores  to  be  forvrarded  along  the  line  from  Bu»hire  will 
baasfidlowat-i- 


T„,„„„, 

TMd. 

Tons. 

7«iw. 

TaTdhna     .      .      .  . 

17 

Sl| 

If  KOQia           m           *          m  m 

U 

«i 

SI| 

ay                  -       »       •  - 

16 

4 

19 

IP  bpdbiB    «     «      ■  • 

14 

«4 

„  Koomisbah       •      -  - 

IS 

« 

J» 

„  Shiraz      .      .      -  - 

70 

10 

80 

n  Kaitroon  >     -      >  '  - 

26 

7 

S2 

Total  Tons  *  -  - 

»9 

1  t7 

MO 

Th  e  remainder  of  the  stores  shipped  for  Bushire  will  be  retaioed  at  that  port. 

In fonnatjon  has  also  been  sent  to  Cobnel  Kemball  at  Bagdad,  to  the  effeet  that  the 
«r«M;ht  of  stores  for  which  carriage  will  be  required  at  the  cost  of  tlie  Biitiah  GoTCnunenty 
ai  mr  tt9  the  Persian  frontier  of  Khanakeen^  will  be  as  follows  :— 


Wire     -     -  - 


-  104 


Total  -  -  -  132 


The  cost  of  transport  within  the  Persian  territory  will  of  eoaiae  be  defrayed  by  the  Peniai» 
Government,  and  the  details  of  distribtitioa  will  be  anaaged  in  coaeeft  wilb  ibe  oAow  in 
charge  of  each  sectiott  of  ih>'lti<i 

(rigaed)     P.  AteMrf.  \ 


Mr.  lMg»d  to  Mr.  MtitotSk* 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  13  August  1868. 

I  AM  directed  by  Earl  Russell  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  h  ttcrof  the  Vl{\\  instant, 
enclot>in<!  a  Memorandum  for  the  use  of  Her  Majesty's  Mioister  at  Tehran,  on  the  line  of 
telegraph  through  Persia  now  in  course  of  oonitnietioii;  end  I  am  tn  state  to  you,  for  the 
information  of  becretary  Sir  Charles  Wood,  that  Lord  Rnesell  has  forwarclrd  th-^  Memoran- 
dum to  Mr.  Alison,  and  svill  instruct  him  to  make  disbursements  on  account  of  the  India 
Qflfee,  in  connection  with  the  tclepriph,  bat  that  before  giving  these  insiructions  his  Lord" 
ship  must  reqilest  to  be  furnished  with  definite  directions  for  Mr.  Alison's  guidance  in  making 
disbursements,  no  directtons  on  the  subject  being  contained  iu  your  ab  ove-mentioned  letter. 

I  have,  fte. 
,  (signed)      A.  H,  LayarA 
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▲l>r£NDIS:  TO  BEPOBT  PUOM  IH£ 


Apjk  Moi  fl.  Ho.  64. 

Mr.  JIcIm0  tp  Mr.  Zaj^onf.— ^Recdved  Augupt  1 4.) 
Sir,  India  Office,  13  August  18C3. 

I  AM  directed  by  Sir  Charles  Wood  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  ut  your  letter  of  the 
20th  ultimo,  with  its  enclosures,  from  Sir  H.  Bulwer  and  AU  PaslMiy  reltti?*  to  the  propoidi 
division  of  messages  by  the  Bai,gdad  telegraph. 

Tiiiii  cjuestion  originated  in  tile  nwimer  eaqihtned  in  Mr.  Baring's  letter  of  let  Afiril 
last,  in  consecjuciKc  of  the  Persian  Minister  redisiiiL'  to  'Jvc  lii-  :ipproval  to  the  purchase  of 
stores,  as  stipulated  for  in  Article  6  of  the  proposed  Convention.  Sir  Charles  Wood  accord- 
ingly gave  the  written  assurance  tliat  Her  Majesty's  Mitiibter  at  Tehran  would  be  authorized 
to  desS  with  tlie  question  if  raised  there;  and  he  corrmiinicated  throiigli  llie  Foreign  OflSce 
the  terms  to  which  he  would,  in  such  an  event,  be  willing  to  consent.  It  now  appears  from 
Mr.  Thomson's  letter  of  the  4lh  July  (wliicli  is  noticed  in  another  letter  of  this  date)  that 
the  Pi  I  sian  GoTemmMit  do  not  raise  the  question,  and  8ir  Charles  Wood  has  certainly  no 
wish  that  any  stipulation  on  the  subject  should  be  inserted  in  the  Persian  Convention.  He 
thinks,  however,  that  the  p  o;  r  -  il  of  the  Turkish  Government  tli  t  tl  r  Persian  line  should 
be  made  use  in  the  communication  east  of  Bagdad,  only  when  tiie  more  direct  Turkish 
Ibe  is  hitcrrupted,  is  open  to  objection. 

The  important  advantages  lo  oe  expected  from  the  establishnicnt  of  a  secondary  line  are 
admitted  by  AU  Pasha,  but  the  effect  of  his  Excellency's  proposal  would  be  to  limit  the 
efficiency  of  that  line  ;  since  the  mere  *' local  traffic  to  be  expected  on  it  sronid  connial^ 
nimnst  exc  lusively,  of  messages  tmnsmitted  by  Penribn  signaliersi  in  their  own,  or  in  the 
Turkish  language ;  and  it  is  clear  that  sneh  •  Kne  Could  not  be  kept  up  in  the  state 
efficiency  required  to  make  it  at  once  available  on  an  emergency  for  the  wiiole  of  the  Anglo- 
Indian  traffic,  unless  the  establishments  were  kept  up  to  their  work  by  the  regular  traos- 
misHoii  of  A  certain  amount  of  European  business. 

Mr.  Baring's  letter  to  Mr.  Hammond  of  the  1st  April  pointed  out  how  in^iignificant,  as 
compared  with  ihe  extent  of  the  whole  Turkish  line,  is  the  section  the  receipts  from  which 
wonla  be  effected  by  the  withdrawal  of  a  portion  of  the  traffic,  and  Sir  Charles  Wood  is 
persuaded  that  the  Turkish  Oofemment  will  reeorauiethe  advantage  of  diverting,  with  the 
object  above  explained,  sneh  an  amount  of  throogn-trafflc  as  will  suffice  to  keep  the  Peraiatt 
offices  in  ti,orough  workini;  order,  after  their  a  lention  has  been  drawn  to  die  importance of 
maintaining  the  alternative  line  in  a  state  of  complete  efficiency. 

(stgned)    '  J:  Ootm  MMIL 


No.  65. 

MdnSl  to  Mr.  JbttineHtf.— (Received  August  14.) 

Sir,  India  Office,  1.1  Aufrus^t  1863. 

Sta  CuABLSs  Wood  has  been  furnished  with  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Thomsoa  to 
Bail  Bnasdl,  dated  Tebntn  the  4th  July  last,  upon  which  he  is  desiRms  of  mskin^  die  fol- 
lowing observations 

With  reference  to  the  objections  entertained  by  the  Shah  to  the  construction  of  the 
telegraph  beiween  Khanakeen  and  Bu»hire,  with  a  double  wire,  I  am  to  Riatc  that  Sir 
Charles  Wood  agrees  in  the  opinion  that  it  is  preferable  that  the  simple  operation  of  estaUishp 
ing  a  line  with  a  single  wire  only  should,  in  the  first  instance,  be  undertaken. 

With  regard  to  ihe  proposed  distribution  between  the  Turkish  nnti  Persian  telrgraphs  of 
through  messages,  I  am  directed  to  explain  that  Sir  diaries  Wood  has  no  wish  that  aay 
stiporation  on  die  8nb}ect  should  be  embodied  in  tlie  proposed  CSoaventioa. 

Sir  Charles  Wood  requests  that  Earl  Russell  will  be  i^ood  enooj^  to  OOmmunicata  Im 
views  on  the  above  points  to  Her  Majesty's  Munster  at  Tehran. 

I  am  luilher  to  observe  that  us  the  feuropean  Staff,  and  the  stores  for  the  telegrspb  in 
ouestion,  have  been  despatched,  it  appears  to  Sir  Charles  Wood  to  be  of  much  impoctftaco 
that  tlie  Convention  on  the  subject  should  be  latified  without  loss  of  time. 

I  have,  &c 
(signed)      J,  CotmoMOoaL 


No.  66. 

£ail  £utttU  to  Mr.  Mitoii. 
Sir,  Foreign  OflSce,  13  August  1863. 

I  TRANSMir  to  yon  herewith  a  Memorandum  drawn  up  for  your  use  by  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Stewart,  respoctii^  the  Ime  of  telegraph  throng^  Persia  now  in  couree  of  con- 
*  Eaelosars  in  STok  struction  ;*  and  1  have  further  to  acquaint  you  that  I  have  informed  Secretary  Sir  Charles 
S,t»  Wood,  in  reply  to  an  application  which  he  has  made  to  me,  thut  I  shall  be  rr  idy  to  instruct 

you  lo  make  disbursements  on  account  of  the  Indian  Office,  in  connection  with  the 
telegraph  milBt,  as  soon  as  he  has  famished  me  with  insCructioni  §at  your  guidaace  in 
doing  so. 

I  am,  &c. 

^^^^^^^^^^^^        (ligMd)  BtmXL 
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No.  67. 

Hr.  Lagard  to  Mr.  Melvill. 

Sir  Forei|pi  Office*  14  Angiiit  1868* 

With  tt/fvtvonb  to  my  letter  of  tihe  8d  instant,  I  am  direeted  by  Eon  BosselTto  transmit 

(0  vou,  to  be  laid  berore  Secretary  Sir  C.  Wood,  a  copy  "fa  Despatch  from  Her  Majesty's 
Ambassador  at  Constaatiuople,*  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  Porte's  reply  to  the  proposal  *  No>  51. 
lelatiTe  to  a  division  of  menaget  sent  by  we  Bagdad  telegraph. 

I  have,  t'vf . 
(sigued)       A.  11.  Layard. 


App«  No.  a 


No.  58. 

Mr,  Melvill  to  Mr.  Hammond. — (Received  August  it).) 

Sir,  India  Oilice,  17  Auguiit  1863. 

I  AM  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  Btate  for  India  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  13th  instant,  and  to  acquaint  y'''u  in  rt  plv,  tlv.it  before  full  detail:*  can  be  Ljiven 
of  the  disbursements  to  be  made  throuj^h  Her  Majesty's  Minister  at  Tehran,  on  account  of 
the  Government  of  India,  in  connection  with  the  electric  telegraph,  it  will  be  necessary  that 
a  conunnnication  should  be  addressed  to  the  Government  of  Bombay,  who  are  responsible 
for  the  operations.  That  Government  will,  however,  be  instrncted  to  famish  Mr.  Alisoli 
with  information  regardln::  tbr  disbwiementi  and  adjostment  of  aeoonnls  aa  soon  as  the 
final  arrangements  are  matured. 

I  have,  &c. 
(sifpied)      J,  Qumo  MehnU. 


No.8»» 
EaH  Smell  to  Mr.  Thomuon. 

Sir,  F(-rtign  Office,  24  August  1S(J:J. 

With  reference  to  your  Despatcli  of  the  4th  of  July,  1  transmit  to  you  herewith  copies  of 
two  letters  from  the  India  Office,!  on  the  subject  of  the  line  of  telegraph  now  m  course  ol  f>  Koi.  54  sod  5A. 
construction  between  Bapdad  and  Bushire. 

You  will  perceive  fioui  these  papers  tiiat  Sir  C.  Wood  coucuaiii  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Perfiian  Government,  tbat  it  would  be  advisable  that  the  line  between  Khanakeen  and 
Buabire  should  in  the  first  instance  be  constructed  with  a  single  wire. 

With  regard  to  the  dWision  of  messages  between  the  two  hnes  of  telegraph  from  Bagdad, 
Sir  C.  Wood  states  that  as  the  question  does  not  appear  to  have  lieen  r.iis:  d  by  the  Persian 
Goveruuir-nt,  he  has  no  wish  that  ai^y  stipui^itioa  on  the  subject  should  be  introduced  into 
the  Convention  ;  but  he  points  out  the  in^portarice  of  a  sufficient  number  of  raessaues  heinu 
•eot  by  the  Persian  line  to  insure  its  beinu  ki  pt  in  a  thorough  state  of  efficiency. 

It  only  remains  for  me,  iu  iustrucliug  you  10  act  lu  accordance  with  the  tenor  of  the 
enclosed  letters,  to  call  your  special  attention  to  the  expediency  of  biingii)g  the  negotiations 
to  a  speedy  conclusion,  in  order  that  the  Convention  may  be  ratified  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  am,  &c. 
(signed)  Russell, 


No.  60. 
Sari  Jltttwlfto  Mr.  X&wi. 

ForeignOffiee,  24  August  1863. 
W^iTH  reference  to  my  Despatch  of  the  13th  instan^  I  hare  to  acquaint  yoa  that  1  have 
been  informed  by  Sir  C:  Wood  that  the  India  Office  will  have  to  eommunieate  farther  with 

the  Government  of  Bombay  with  respect  to  the  di  buTM  menis  which  you  will  be  requested 
to  make  on  account  of  the  telegraph  between  Khanakeen  and  Bushire;  and  that  full 
information  oit  the  subject  will  be  famished  to  you  from  Bombay. 

You  will  render  such  assistance  as  may  be  in  yonr  povser  with  respect  to  making 
disbursements  ca  account  of  the  Government  of  India,  when  you  have  been  furnished  wiiE 
the  requisite  information  for  your  guidance. 

I  am,  kc. 
(signed)  Russell. 


No.  61. 

iiarl  Russell  to  Sir  J  J.  Bulwer. 

S»r,  Foreign  Office,  24  August  l»fl3. 

With  reference  to  your  Despatch  of  the  9th  ultimo,  I  trausmit  to  your  Excellency  a  copy 
of  u  letter  from  the  India  Office,^  slating  that  as  the  question  of  diTtsion  of  messages  by  t 
0.4».  *  8  F  ^  ^  the 


No.  54. 
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^  ''"^  Bagdad  telpgraph  has  not  been  raided  at  Tehran,  Sir  C.  Wood  hiis  no  wish  (btl  aav 

btijjuktion  ou  tlie  subject  should  be  introduced  into  liie  Convention  witli  Persia. 

Sir  C.  Wood  further  points  out  the  serious  objection  existing  to  the  I*orte's  proposal  that 
tbe  -Pcrtkui  line  should  be  miule  use  of  in  the  communications  east  of  Ba  -dad  only  whea 
more  direct  Turkish  lintt , is  tntsrniptedi  aod  u^eu  lite  nece«sitv,  in  order  to  inaiiitaiii 
:thc  Pcisiuii  line  in  a       *^ f^^V^y,  thiti  in^rliin  aiBirnnfror-Fiiimprnn  nnHiiigri  uImuM 
ite  seut  by  that  roale. 

Her  Majesty'sGov«rQm«ttt  .tn«t  .tlnt  btrMMidenitioik  «f  thew  cifo«iiMtance!«  the  Forte 
will  not  object  to  aiich  use  being  made  of  both  lines  between  Bagdad  and  Bushire  m  will 
boKtiansare  the  efficiency  of  telegraphic  communication  between  iiurope  und  India. 

I  am,  &C. 
(signed)  RitudL 


No.  62. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  S6  August  186S. 

T  AM  directed  by  "Earl  Russell  to  transmit  to  you  herewith,  for  the  iuf iruv.ition  of  Secre- 
tary Bir  Charted  Wood,  copies  of  Despatches  addressed  by  his  Lordship  to  Sir  U.  Bulwer. 
*  Noi. S0t9o,uA  ^  Aliflon,  tad  Mr. TtiomMni,  oo  the  Bubjeet  of  ihe Pcnian  tolegrmihy 

I  llBTC,  kt, 

(sigBWi)      A,  m  Lt^ari, 


Mr.  MdvUl  to  Mr.  Xdyud— (Keeeived  August  27.) 

Sir,  India  Office,  2*S  August  18fi3. 

Qam  directed  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  2&th  instant,  and  its  enclo- 
sures, on  the  vnbject  of  tbe  PeittKi  tel^grapl),  Slc,  which  have  been  duly  laid  betore  the 
^Beoetwy  of  State  for  Indit. 

1  have.  Sic 
(signed )      J.  'Cosmo  IfeMtf. 


No.  64. 

Mr.  MdvUl  to  Mr.  Zi^yordl'^Reoerved  August  -28.) 

Sir,  India  Office,  27  Auiru'st  1063. 

i  AM  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  t  >  ai  knowUdgc  lectipt  i  f  your  letter 
of  the  14th  iastaut,  inclonng  a  eopy  of  the  Port>''>  t<  {ily  la  the  proposal  that  the  Indian 
**  through  "  tekgxaph  messages,  «m  Bagdad,  sliouid  be  divided  between  the  Persian  and 
theTorRish  lines.  In  reply,  and  in  continuation  of  my  letter  of  the  1 3th  instant,  I  am  to 
nskf  fli"  fiillow  in'^  rLMi  arks  : — 

In  tlie  tirst  place  I  have  lo  observe  that  in  execution  of  the  arrangement  with  the  Tu»kish 
Govenimrnt,  the  whole  of  the  stores  for  the  direct  line  from  Bagdad  to  Bussorali  have 
alreudy  been  purchasf^d  nnd  dispatched  by  the  Indian  Governnuiit.  A  submarine  cable 
has  also  been  providtd,  at  grtat  cost,  to  extend  from  Bushire  thi-  whole  disiance  weslv\ard 
to  the  mouth  of  tlie  "  t?hat-el-Arab,"  and  thid  expenditui«  will  be  useless  if  the  line  from 
Bagdad  to  that  point  be  not  constructed.  It  is  therefore  impossible  tliat  the  Porte  should 
now  be  allowed  -to  widithaw  from  their  undertaking  to  construct  the  line  for  which  the 
•matcriids  have  thus  been  provided. 

But  I  am  to  add  that  Sir  Charles  Wood  is  convinced  that  the  l\irk(sh  Government  has 
taken  a  mistaken  view  of  its  own  interest  in  this  matter.  These  mtere^ts  ShpOhariea  Wood 
Tjelifvps  to  he  identical  with  thnsp  nf  the  Indian  Government,  and  thai  it  is  f  ir  the  eomitton 
interest  of  buih  that  this  duplicate  line,  through  Persia,  shouhl  be  cons'ructed. 

On  an  extended  line  of  telrgraph (sach  as  that  from  England  to  India)  the  returns  d<  piMul 
mainly  on  "  through  "  commonicatioQy  and  such  appears  to  be  the  ojpinion  of  the  Turkish 
Government  irself.  Now  it  is  evident  that  the  result  of  an  interruption  on  any  part  of  the 
line  must  be  u  ]  '  -  u  'le  whole  of  the  line  of  any  receijjt  from  these  message  s,  tl)<'  traiis- 
miasion  of  wtmh  ik  i<topped  by  the  partial  break,  A  iurlher  result  of  such  interruption 
would  be  that  public  confidence  ill  the  security  of  the  line  would  be>«hakea,and  the  develop- 
ment of  the  traffic  checked,  even  after  th  defect  hud  been  repaired.  Ricognizing  the 
importance  of  this  consideration,  the  Indian  tiovernment  bus  ihrouiihout  ac  ted  on  the  prin- 
ciple that  every  precaution  should  be  taken  to  render  »s  secure  as  piissildc  each  an<i  every 
link  of  the  importiint  i  hain  of  communication  between  Constantinople  and  India.  On  this 
principle,  although  they  have  nearly  completed  the  land  line  from  Kurrachre  lo  Guador, 
they  have  resolved,  in  additum  to  conipletiM!;  tl)is  land  line,  to  incur  the  lurtlur  expense  of 
exteodiog  tbe  aulnuaiiQe  cable  from  Guadur  to  Kurrachee  j  and  it  was  on  the  tame  piia- 
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ciple  tliat  tliey  consented  tu  afford  nid  to  the  Persian  Government  in  oomtr(ictms''Rn  alier>      A!PP>  No.  3^ 

native  line  between  ba^dad  and  the  PersiMO  Gull'.   Tiiere  wtii  tiMM  be  altematiTe  lines  be-   

tweien  Rnrraohra  and  GoadoF,  and  betwcoa  BuaBtre  and  Baedadj   ir  the  laml-|i««'t)irouzh 

Mekran  shimlii  he  intfrrnptetl,  iKOssagcs  imiy  ho  sent  by  the  stibmnrine  line ;  and  m  like 
manner  if  the  line  from  Bu&bire  to  B<tgdaH  sliould  be  interrupted,  there  will  be  the  meaoa 
of  aaadiog  the  raossnge      Tehran ;  and  if  the  latter  line  be  intcrrnpted,  the  messages  can 

be  set  t  riii  r?u-!J^orah. 

Dining  winter  the  inamteiuiiicp  ort)ar'P  of'  the  PerMaii  line  is  likely  to  prove  difficult  and 
nncertatn,  while  durini:  August  and  J?cpteml>er  the  same  may  probably  be  the  cai>e  with  the 
Bumorah  route.  It  is,  however,  very  improbahlc  that  b^itb  these  lines  will  be  interrupted 
at  the  same  time.  The  tmnsmisawui  of  ine«sage«  by  eHfaer  one  route  or  the  other  is  thus 
ren<]« Ttii  us  si  ciir.'  as  c  n  he,  iuici  the  certainty  of  the  delivery  of  "  througli  "  mcs-riues,  on 
which  ihe  eruploymeut  of  the  line  so  much  depends,  will  in  a  vreat  meusure  be  iusured; 
and,  »s  the  pecuniary  return  fiom  the  line  depends  nn  tite  extent  tti  which  ii  ia  uBed,.t]|e 
ctr'.iiii  v  of  iransmisaltm  is  really  the  means  of  ensuring  large  returns  on  the  expenditnra 

iiicarrcd. 

At  first  sight  ii  anjicats  that,  in  the  case  of  messages  sent  by  the  Persian  line,  i  ihe 
Indian  and  th«  Turkn^h  Oovernroentx  are  likely  to  lose  part  of  the  returns  that  might  othei^ 
wi!>e  be  looked  for  from  their  respective  portions  of  the  more  direct  line  ftoni  Bagdad,  vi& 
Bii->;o:  ;>h,  to  Busliirf  ;  r.iir],  ;i>  t  ('  enst  of"  ilic  subnrarine  cable  is  nearly  30(1 per  milo,  it 
may  br  remarked  that  the  inttresia  of  tiie  Imliaii  G '  vernment  iu  liie  retirns  from  this  direct 
line  are  quite  as  great,  or  indeed  greater,  than  those  of  the  Porte.  'I  he  consideration  of  an 
alternative  line,  however,  allutils  inerea^eii  s-'CUritv  to  the  "  tin oiil;1i  "  coniiuuiiicalions  in  ft 
degree  that  has  been  deemed  lancli  more  tliun  sufficient  (o  outvvi  ii;h  tin's  coiisideraii  -a. 

In  short,  therefore,  the  Turkish  G  overnment  has  the  strongest  interest  in  tnakin:;  the 
eonunaoication  eastward  of  Bagdad  as^xftain  and  free  from  interruption  as  possible.  ~  The 
length  of  line  from  Bagdad  westward  to  tho  frontier  of  the  Turkish  d«niinians  in  Burope  is 
so  <:rcat,  and  ihe  (layment  lor  the  truii^missiua  of  nie-t^ages  ale-iig  that  line  is  su  large,  in 
. proportion  to  that  due  to  the  (shorter  poruons  from  Ba^diui  to  Bussoruh,  or  from  Bm^dod 
to  Klunakeen,  that  the  certainty  on  these  latter  portion-^  is  of  the  greatest  imponftnee'tti" 
wards  securin.:  the  reeeipfs  on  the  lon^ier  part  of  their  line.  Any  d-lfercnce  between  the 
payments  fur  me&ssjges  sent  by  the  Bagdad  antl  Bu8»oraU  liuii,  aiid  for  those  smt  oa  the 
.bne  between  Bagdad  and  Khaaakeeu,  is  insignificant  in  comparison  with,  the  secority 
afforded  by  thes<>  two  concurrent  lines  fur  the  tmnamission  of  mesMoes  all.the  way  through 
Turkey  in  Asia  and  Turkey  io  Europe^  and  the  reoeipts  to  be  derived'  fren  h  by  the  Turkish 
Govemaient.  Sir  Charles  VVood  enteiiains  no  doubt  but  that  wiien  this  view  is  put  before 
tbejn,  the TurkisU  Government  will  no  longer  besHaie  tu  periomi  iht^ir  jmrt  of  the  engage- 
jMHfe.by  oninpleiing  the^liDe  between  Bafind  nuL^Bawomii. 

I  have,  Sec. 
(signed.)      J.  Cosmo  MeML 


Na  66. 

Earl  Busteil  to  Sir  II.  Bidtrer. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  8  September  1969, 

With  reference  to  your  Excellency's  Despatch  of  tile  8l8t  nf  July,  and  (0  my  I>espsteh 

of  the  t.Mt!i  ukimo,  I  transmit  to  you  herewitli  n  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  India  Office,*  •Ke.CB* 
.statiiiij  lite  reatitms  why  Su  Charles  VVooil  considers  it  impossible  that  the  Porte  should  be 

allowed  to  withdraw  from  its  undertaking  to  construct  the  telegraph  from  Bagdad  to  Bus* 

aonh,  aud  pointing  out  how  the  Turkish  GoremsMnt  ha*  taken  a  mistdKen  vi<:w  of  its  own 
Jnterests  in  this  matt«r,  which  Sir  Charles  Wood  belierea  to  be  identical  with  those  of  the 

Indian  (Toveinuient,  and  tliat  it  is  for  thr  coinnioii  iuterest  of  h  -th  GoverUBWnta  that'E 

duplicate  hue  of  (elegrtiph  to  India,  through  Persia,  should  be  constructed. 

Her  Majesty's  Government' trost  that  ihe  Turkish  Government  wHI,  on  learning  from 

your  Excellency  their  views  as  set  Tortli  in  the  India  Office  letter,  no  longer  Iiesitate  to 

perform  their  part  of  the  engagement  of  completing  the  line  of  telegraph  beuvcen  fiagded 
«Bd  Bnsserah. 

I  am,  kc. 
(signed)  MmulL 


No.  6<t. 

Mr.  JlfmW«  to  Mr.  Mammtmd, — (Secdved  September  11.) 

Sir,  India  Otfie. ,  l]  September  1863. 

Ik  continuation  of  former  ccrreftpi^nt'ence.-t'  T  an)  (Jix  eted  bv  >ii  Charles  M'oml  to  j.  jy^^ 
acquaint  you,  for  the  infomiatiou  of  Laii  Rin-jitU,  :itat  Lieuunanl  J.  A.  (  h:impain,  r.e., 
has  been  appointed  director  of  ihe  operation-*  ahr.ut  to  be  undenaken  in  l'<  rsiaforthe 
construction  of  land  linea  of  telegraph  to  connection  with  the  Persian  Gulf  oible. 

0.4S.  Zv9  Lientenmnt 
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4j>p>  H9.  «•        Lieutenant  Cbampain  will  leave  England  durint;  the  present  week,  and  will  paas  through 
— •"™  Teliraii  on  his  way  to  Busliire. 

Sir  Charlea  Wood  requests  that  Earl  Ruesell  wiJl  cause  Her  Majesty's  minister  in  Persia 
to  b9  appriied  of  Li«utflnant  Chtmpain's  appointments 

I  am,  8cc. 
(signed)      Herman  Merioale, 


No.  67. 

£arl  Rumll  to  Mr.  Aiismt. 

Sir,  Foreign  Ot&ce,  11  September  1S63» 

I  nuifniiv  for  year  information  the  aecompauying  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  India 
Mdi6&  Office,*  annxiuncinfi  the  appointment  of  Lieutenant  J.  N.  Charapain,  n.E.,  a'?  director  of 

the  operations  about  to  be  undertaken  la  Persia  for  the  construction  of  the  land  lines  of 
t«l^i*ph  in  conneetion  with  the  Pecritn  GnlfeaUe. 

I  am,  &c. 
(sigued)  JtusaeU, 


No.  68. 

Mr.  Merivale  to  Mr.  JBidjnawjuf,-— (Received  September  12.) 

Sir,  India  Office,  11  September  1803. 

In  continuation  of  Mr.  Melvill's  letter  of  t27th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  proposed  direct 
Turkish  line  of  telegraph  from  Bagdad  to  the  Persian  Gulf,  I  am  directed  by  Sir  Charles 
Wood  to  request  that  Earl  Ilussell  will  cause  the  following  particulars  regarding  the  steps 
taken  here  for  Aiding  in  the  oonatnietion  of  that  line,  to  m  commturicated  to  the  Tmrkidi 
Goveiument. 

It  has  alveedy  been  intimated  that  stores  and  materiab,  indndtnflf  "compound**  iron 

posts  for  the  whole  of  this  line,  have  been  siipplied  by  the  Oovernment  01  India.  The 
fintt  c«reo  of  thesie  stores  may  be  expected  at  Bus>iorah  during  the  present  month;  inti- 
mation has  been  made  to  Colonel  Kemball  of  each  successive  stfipment ;  detailed  lists  of 
the  Rtorcs  and  descriptions  of  the  posts  have  also  been  forwarded ;  and  an  inspector,  who 
had  previously  been  mt^tructcd  in  alt  details  connected  with  the  iron  posts  and  other  tsiores, 
left  tnf^land  for  Bagdad,  via  Beyrout,  on  the  12th  ultimo.  This  inspector  has  been  in- 
structed, on  his  arrival  at  Biuedad,  to  afford  all  inlbrmation  that  may  be  required  for  effect* 
ing  the  proper  distritmtion  of  the  stores ;  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  line  mny  thus  be  com- 
menced before  tlie  end  of  October. 

The  total  length  of  line  from  Bagdad  to  Fas,  by  the  route  selected  by  Colonel  KembelL 
is  about  375  miles,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  this  length  of  line  can  be  rendilj  comfikftaa 
before  the  end  of  January  if  a  sufBcieiit  number  of  dUtinct  working-parties  are  ftrgantind 
and  set  to  work  on  different  sections  of  the  line. 

With  five  such  workinji  partie.«,  the  average  hugth  for  each  will  he  only  75  miles;  and, 
if  efficient  supervision  can  oe  secured  for  each  party,  and  proper  instruction  afforded  in  the 
method  of  erecting  the  iron  posts,  the  whole  line  shonM  he  completed  with  certainty  within 
the  period  named.  It  is  obviously  of  great  importance  both  to  the  Tiirki  h  and  Indian 
Governments,  that  this  link  in  the  t^hain  ol  cuniuiunication  should  be  completed  simultlH 
neously  with  the  more  eastern  or  submarine  portions— that  is,  before  the  end  of  Jaminiy 
next.  Witli  n  view,  therefore,  of  affording  all  possible  assistaQce,  the  foUowiag  arrange- 
mentb  have  been  made  : — 

Five  complete  sets  of  tools,  implements,  and  a[)p.n  atiis  of  every  kind  that  can  be  required 
by  a  working  party  employed  in  the  construction  uf  a  line  wiih  iron  posu  have  been  pro- 
vided, and  »ent  out  with  the  othar  stores;  one  inspector  and  fear  non-commissicmed  officers 
of  the  Ro\r^^!  T-iiu'neers,  who  had  jirrviously  been  iiistrncted  in  the  erection  of  the  |>o8t8, 
have  been  sent,  nd  Bombay,  to  Bussoru,  where  tliey  may  be  expected  to  arrive  about  the 
end  of  October,  the  earlieet  time  ai  wbicli  Europeans  could  be  employed  in  Mesopo- 
tanii;i.  i  he  services  of  these  men,  as  well  as  those  of  the  inspector  previously  n?ferred 
to,  will  be  placed  at  the  disposiil  of  Colonel  Kemball  for  employment  with  the  dillerent 
working  parties,  in  such  manner  as  may  be  moht  convenicmt  to  tne  Turkish  officials.  A 
telMraphic  engineer,  Mr.  Crreener,  is  also  at  Bagdad,  and  tlie  whole  of  this  staff  will  be 
made  available,  under  Colonel  Kembali's  otdera,  ti  aid  in  (he  operations  until  the  comple- 
tion of  the  work. 

The  Government  of  Intiia,  by  whom  the  whole  of  the  staff  above  leferred  to  will  be  paid, 
has  ma<le  these  arrangements  with  11  view  of  promoting  the  early  and  effectual  comple- 
tion of  this  ini|iiiriant  I  iie,  hut  it  is  of  course  necessary  timt  the  approval  of  the  Turkish 
GovriiuiiLut  i-hould  be  uivcn  before  the  staff  can  be  employed  in  the  manner  suggested.  It 
is  imceover  very  desirable,  and  Sir  Cliarlcs  Wood  would  su^igest  that  the  attentiun  of  Her 
Majc-ty's  Ambassador  at  Constantinople  should  be  especially  drawn  to  this  point,  that  thia. 
ap|:roval  should  be  distinctly  expressed  to  the  Pasha  of  Bagdad,  in  order  to  insure  the 
cordial  co-operation  of  the  Turkish  officials. 

1  have,  &c 
(signed)      Hmnan  JUitrwaU* 
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JHo.  09.  Aff.  No.  2* 

Ewl  AuMtf  to  Sir  A  ShAmt. 

gjf  Foroitrn  Officp,  l*;  Sc  pUmber  1863. 

With  reference  to  my  despatch  of  the  «th  instant,  I  tiTmsmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a 
liirthir  letter  from  Ihe  India  Office,'  repurtins  ihe  steps  taken  for  ai«iing  in  the  construe-  •VTo.dS. 
tlon  of  the  proposed  direct  Turkiih  hne  of  telegrapn  from  Bagdad  to  the  Persian  Gulf, 
and  1  have  to  instruct  your  Excellency  to  communicate  the  particulars  to  the  Turkbh 
0«V«rDment,  pointing  out  to  them  that  those  arrangements  have  b<  en  niaik  witli  the  view 
ef  promotii^;  tbe  early  and  effiKtual  completion  of  that  impoiiant  line  of  t«legrapli. 

is  it  is  or  course  neeesiarv  that  the  approval  of  the  Porte  should  be  given  before  the 
stiff  can  bti  employed  in  the  sianiier  suggested,  I  have  to  instruct  your  Excellency  to 
endeavour  to  obtain  such  sanction  with  as  little  delay  a&  piissible,  and  to  take  especial 
ene  that  the  Pasba  of  Bagdad  Is  distinctly  informed  that  (he  Turkish  Government  have 
approved  of  tlie  ::ma^ment«  in  qucstioo,  in  order  to  in»ure  tha  cordial  co-operation  of  the 
Torfcish  officials. 

1  am,  &c. 
(ugued)  RmmkIL 


No.  70. 
Earl  jRntiell  to  Mr.  AUton. 

Sir.  Foreign  Office,  2.\  September  1863. 

With  reference  to  my  despatch  of  the  24th  ultimo,  respecting  the  disbursements  to  be 
made  through  you  on  acconnt  of  the  lel^paph  between  Khanakecn  and  Bosliire,  I  transmit 
for  your  inlbrmatiou  the  accontpanjing  copy  of  a  despatch  to  the  Gh>Teminent  of  Bombay 
upon  that  subject. 

I  an,  Ac. 
(signed)  MimeU. 


Endosora  in  No.  70. 

Sir.  C7.  "Wood  to  the  OovenmiMit  of  Bombay. 

(Telegraphic)  16  September  1863. 

1.  With  reference  to  my  despatch  of  26tb  Jane  last,  on  the  subject  of  disborsements  to 
be  made  at  Tehran,  Bagdad  and  Bodiirey  on  aceoont  of  the  tdegtaph  in  Persia,  copies 
are  liei  ewith  forwarded,  for  jour  Ezoelknoy'a  information,  of  the  ooireapondenee  noted  in 

the  margin.!  •  +  ^'cs.  53  anil  S*" 

S.  Hie  diiibursements  in  question  will  consist  chiefly  of  salaries  of  sanctioned  establish- 
ments, particulars  of  which  were  furnished  by  my  despatches  of  15th  August  and  16th 
instant;  but  sua»e  additional  payments  will  have  to  be  luadc  on  account  of  travelling  and 
contingent  expenses. 

3.  It  vrtU  be  observed  from  the  enclosed  correspondence  that  Mr.  Alison^  Uer  Majesty's 
Minister  at  Tehran,  will  look  to  your  Ooverament  for  specific  information  regarding  his 

disbursements  and  the  'subsequent  adjustmrMit  of  accounts,  and  it  will  be  iitce-isary  that 
similar  infonuation  stiuulii  be  furnished  by  you  to  Colonel  KembuU  at  Bagdad,  and  to  Lieu< 
tenant  Colonel  Pelly  at  Bu&hire. 

4.  In  ihe  preparation  of  ii.slructioim  to  these  several  oflieers  the  suggestions  contained  tn 
the  enclosed  letter  from  Colonel  Stewart  will  no  doubt  av  found  usetul. 


No.  71. 

Mr.  Mtrioal*  to  Mr.  Hammond- — (Received  September  29.) 

Sir,  India  Office,  28  September  18(».3. 

With  reference  to  th(  respondence  i  n  the  subject  ol  the  cstabii^hni'mt  of  an 
alternative  line  of  telegraph  from  Biu^'rlad,  via  Kliaiiakeen,  throii,  h  Persia  to  Bushire,  I  am 
directed  by  Sir  Charles  Wood  to  .stutc  timt  it  appearh*  to  Imu  to  be  desirable  that  the 
fallowing  j.ropo^als  tor  the  construction  and  working  ot  that  portion  of  the  line  which  Will 
ran  through  Turkii>h  territory,  should  be  made  to  the  Government  of  the  Porte,  vis.  :— 

That  the  materials  required  for  the  ooostrudion  edP  die  Ime  shsll  be  provided  by  the 
Indian  Government  u  .der  an  arrangement  similar  to  that  under  whtch  Stores  for  thc 
Bagdad  and  Bussorab  line  have  been  supplied. 

That  the  construction  of  the  line  shall  Im  carried  out  by  the  Turkish  Government,  but  the 
Indian  Government  will  be  prepared  to  render  such  a^ittance  as  may  be  required,  bv  pro- 
Tidiog  t»uperiutcndeuce,  and  by  making  advances  under  a  similar  arrangement  to  that 
aeferred  to  in  tiie  preceding  paragraph,  to  defray  tiie  cost  of  construction. 

0.43.  8  F  3  Thai 
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App.  No»  9.  That  having  reference  to  the  total  len.s^th  of  the  section  of  the  line  running  through 
.    —  Turkish  territory  (97  miles.)  the  expense  of  establishing  a  repeating  station   on  the 

frontier  be  dispensed  with  ;  tin-  line  from  Bagdad  to  the  fim  Persian  BtaUoQ  (KennaQBhah) 
being  worked  as  a  single  directr electrical  circuit;  and — 

TImt  fur  all  messages  transmitted  by  the  Persian  line,  the  Turkish  Govenmient  be  credited 
with  the  proportion  of  tariff  charge  due  to  them  for  tin-  section  in  the  territory.  Iliit  it 
appears  to  oir  Charles  Wood,  that  in  order  to  secure  the  dhoieacy  of  the  whcii«  hoe,  it 
would  be  advantageous  that,  the  Turkish  sectioo,  and  tha  line  m  Perna,  should  bo  placed; 
iiiuitr  the  sainf  iji  neral  supcriiitr'ndtMire  ;  and  that  to  onahle  the  Enjilis'i  superiiitf  ndeiit 
to  tiiukc  arr»ngenicni&  for  the  due  di  spatch  uf  mesi^agPSi  he  should  have  control  ol  that 

Eart  of  the  office  «stabltahmeDt  at  Bagdad  which  is  employed  in.coniiecstaaa  with  die  Pemian 
rancli  line. 

Sir  Charles  Woorl  ac  ordiugly  requests  that  instructioas  may  be  issued  to  Her  Majesty's- 
Ambassador  at  Gjustaiitinupfe  to  enter  ihto  an  airaDgameDt  with  the  Turkish  Government 
on  the  basis  ol  tiie  above  pro{XMals4 

I  hnv^&ck 
(signed)  ITsjiiyijllMwilft 


No.  78. 

Eart  Bamll  to  Sir  H.  Bubver. 

S  t;  F  reiiin  Otlu  e,  29  September  18t>;{. 

With  reference  to  my  deapatches,  of  the  Bth  and  I5th  in»taut,  renpecting  the  establish- 
raontofan  alternate  line  of  teteixrauh  from  Bagdad.  ti£i  Kham^een,  through  Persia,  to- 

Biisliire,  litransroit  for  your  Excellency's  infortnation  nnd  Ljiiidnnce  ih".  iicconij/ariyini^  copy 
•No.  17.  of  a  IfWer  frono  the  India  Office,*  stating  the  pn>posiils  which  Sir  Charles  Wood  desires  to 

have  made  to  tlie  Porte  in  regard  to  the  construction  and  working  Of  that  portion  of  the  line 
which  will  run  through  Turkish  territory,  and  I  have  to  instruct  your  Excellency  to  actta 
accordance  with  the  wishes  uf  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  as  therein  explained. 

I  am,  8cc. 
(signed)  RiutelL 


No.  78. 

Sir  H,  JSuiwer  to  Earl  ibMiett.~<AeGei*ed  October  24.) 

My  Lord,  Therapia,  16  Oclober  1863. 

In  pursuance  of  the  instructions  contained  in  your  Lordship's  despatches  of  the  24th  of 
August,  and  8th,  16th,  i  iui  '2!ttli  ot  Sfpteinber  last,  I  have  addressed  throe  notes  tu  the 
Porte,  urgins  it  not  to  withdraw  irr^m  the  construction  of  a  line  of  telegraph  frim.Bsgdadto- 
Bussorab.  1  made  use  of  all  the  arguments  employed  by  the  India  Office  to  show  that  it  tS 
as  much  for  the  interest  of  the  Turkish  Government  as  it  i.s  for  that  of  the  British 
Government  iliai  a  duplicate  line  of  t  'legrafth  should  be  available  to  India,  and  alter  suiue 
beshatioii  the  Porte  has  at  len- th  a  quiesced  in  the  views  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, and  const^ntnd  to  avail  it«elf  of  the  staff  of  engineers  provided  by  the  ludisn. 
Government  as  set  forth  in  the  letters  from  the  Indian  Office  of  September  11  and  28th. 

Aali  Pasha  has  thought  it  advisable,  li  \v(  vt  r,  to  stipulate  in  writing  the  conditions  on 
which  the  lines  boili  to  Bussorali  and  Khanakeea  are  to  lie  undertaken.  I  have  there- 
forf,  subject  to  your  Lordstiip's  approval,  agreed  to  the  draft  pri.tuool  herewith  enclosed, 
whu-h  appears  (o  me  to  embody  the  principal  arrangements  contemplated  by  Sir  Charles 

Wood. 

The  details,  connected  with  the  working  of  the  lines,  nra  left  for  considc:  ati  ui  hereafter. 

Tin  payment  of  the  matt-rials  fumisht  d  by  Her  Majesty's  Government  is  made  continrjent 
upon  the  actual  openins;;  of  tlie  liiie  for  t'lrough  Iraftic,  by  a  provision  that  such  payment 
shall  lie  met  out  of  t'le  receipts  of  tli''  lines;  and  this  condition,  under  the  circum- 
stances, ap)>ei)red  to  me  so  reasonable  that  I  could  offer  uo  objection  to  its  being  insetted 
in  the  protocol. 

Althouiih  it  is  sli|)ii!ut<:i1  in  .Vrtirfc  9  that  t!ic  tralfn;-  shall  Ik.'  oqiiully  divi.lL-d  bL-twcca 
the  two  lines,  1  imve,  as  auihon^ed  by  Sir  Charles  VVood,  iiilonnu  i  tlie  Porte  thai  the 
Indian  Government  would  not,  without  neeesstCy,  divert'from  thn  Bussorah  line  a  greater 
amount  of  traffic  than  would  suffice  to  keep  the  Persian  offices  in  thorough  working 
order. 

it  Will,  therefore,  be  open  to  the  Indiao  Government  to  determine  wli  a  amount  of 
througli  (lafhe,  b'  vo^id  one-luit,  shall  be  transmitted  by  the  Bussorah  line.  But  it 
wou  pt'ihajjs,  siniphfy  matters  if  an  nnderstandinsr  were  come  to  with  the  Porte  that 
niessaj^es  may  be  lijrwarded  indifferently  by  eilh<  r  iinc,  as  happens  to  be  most  convenient, 
and  that  payment  be  ciilculated  on  the  mean  distance  of  375  and  miles,  the  distance 
of  Bagdad  fK»tt  Bvssorah  and  Khanakeen,  respectively. 
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I  sm  now  awaiting  your   Loidsliip's  ia«truction-i  by  tftle^iaph  a«  to   whether  the  A]>p-  No  t. 

potocol  is  approved  by  Her  Majesty's  GovernmeoU    When  it  has  been  tignedi  orders  ^  

trill  he  tnotmitted  to  Bagdad  W  telegraph  to  commenoe  ihe  wurks  oa.lhe  Bniiarak  line  as 
•000  after  the  arnval  of  tfce  staff  dfeagiiKen  from  India  as  may  be  pnelkable. 

I  have,  Arc. 
In  the  abaeooeiof  fiir  U.  Jiulirer, 

(ai«Ded)     ^.ac.  MiM; 


..Enclosure  ta.No.  78. 

.Dkait  of  PSDTOCOU 
[5m  Protocol,  as  vgned  'SO  OBt6berl8«8^fiii«k»aiem  Wo..7«.J 


No.  74. 

Mr.  Hammond  to  Mr.  Merivale. 

Sir,  •  Foreign  Office,  24  October  1669. 

With  refcraoce  to  my  letter  uf  the  6th  instunt,  I  am  directed  by.Earl.Rufiseil  to  tranamit 
to  you  for  the  consideration,  of -.Sir  C.  Wood,  the  accompanying  copy  of  a  desjiatch  ;iaein 
"Bust  M^jjesty's  Awbaisador.  afcContlannnople,*  enoloaing  a  com  of  .the  protocol  wl^aliitfie  *  No,  73. 
Porte  is  anxions  his  BzoeUeoej  shoald  sign  .sdative  to  tte'ifiigdM  and/iBiMHMib 

I  have,  &c. 
.(ligiied)     ifl*  Jfti— nwif 


Tfo.-76. 

'Str'n/'AOmr  to'Barrj{it«ttar-<I^ 

My  Lo:d, 

Slr^coordanee  with  the  instructions  conveyed  to  me  by  your  lordabip's  teleeram  ef'tbe 
17th  instant,  I  have  tiiis  day  signed  a  protocol  with  AaK  Pasha,  herewith  eneraeed,  ^deten* 

mininLr  the  conditions  on  which  the  Porte  is  prepared  to  constn.ct  and  work  a  duplicate 
iine  ot  telegraph  between  Bagdad  and  Bussorali,  and  Bagdad  and  the  Persian  irontier,  in 
oonneetion  with  the  submarine  cable  from  India  hy  the  Persian  Gulf. 

((As  yoor  lordship  •appaatrs  to  me  in  doubt  with  respect  to  the  exact  tenor  of  the  Conven- 
tion of'BrnsMls,  referred  to  in  Article  11  of  this  protocol,  I  think  it  better  to  transmit  also 
a  copy  of  that  in-ti uincnt.  It  was  Iramcd,  as  your  lorll^hip  will  perceive,  mainly  with  the 
•view  of  'Settiing  a  uniform  regulation  and  taritf  lor  international  telegraphic  communications 
on  fliv  Ooaeinent ;  and  as  its  provisions  are  afavady  in  force  throughoot  the  IVvkisb  Ek> 
pire,  the  Porte  is  desiiousi  that  they  should,  as  fur  ai  may  bo  practio  ible  become  the  basis 
of  any  future  arrangements  with  Her  Majesty's  Government  in  respect  with  the  truihc  in 
India. 

The  Persian  minister  is,  1  believe,  instructed  to  negotiate  a  telegraphic  convention  with 
the  Porte  on  somewhat  similar  terms,  and  your  lordship  may  perhaps  see  fit  to  comprise 
Persia  also  in  the  airaiiLcements  to  be  adopted  for  workiuij  tlie  difierent  lines. 

It  is  my  intention  to  forward  a  copy  of  this  protocol  to  Colonel  Kembail  by  to-morrow's 
poet,  for  hiS'iolannation  and  guidance. 

T  have,  Scc 
lu  tile  absence  of  Sir  U.  Bulwer, 

(signed)     E.  M.  Enkim. 


'  Bndosnre  in  No.  76. 

LA  suite  d'nn  Change  de  notes  qui  a  eu  lieu  entre  I'Ambassade  de  Sa  Majcste  Biri- 
tanmque  et  le  Minit^tre  des  Aflaires  Etrangdres  de  Sa  Majestc-  le  Suit,  n,  an  snjot  de  la 
prolongation  de  la  lipte  a^rienne  'de  Bagmd  jusQu'i  Boaaorah  et  Khanakam,  dam  le  but 
de  relier  par  denx  benes  diflSreMtts  lea  t^lccrraphes'fiidiehs  an  ^ifiwiif'^I^grHphique  de 
rEuropc,  i'Aiubflssaaenr  de  la  Heine  de  la  Grande  'Brcta-nc  prc^^WBublime  Porte  et  le 
Miuistre  des  Afiaires  Etrang^rcs  du  Sultan,  en  vue  d'assurer  la  liMKlWon  de  ces  cntrc- 
prises,  ontarrfiti  Tarrangement  auivant:—  .        •  ^  .j  jsiv>  1  1  v  ■ 

«^  Sr4  ikriicie 
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SM  APraHDIX  TO  BXVOBT  VBOM  THE 

App»  No.  s       •  'Article  1.  Le  Goarnneawnt  Ottoman  fera  prolonger  k  sei  Irus: 

1.  La  ligne  de  Bagdad  k  Bussorah. 

2.  U  coostniira  ane  ligne  a^rienoe  da  Bagdad  jtnqu'i  Khanakain,  anr  la  fironti^m 
Penane:   Gei  d«ax  Kgnes  flenmt  4  deux  fib,  doot  Pun  Mia  destini  on  semce  eadniif 

das  messages  diracts. 

Art.  2.  Le  GoQvernement  Indien  portera,  de  son  cote,  h  ses  fruh,  le  c&ble  60usmsu-ia 
Imlieu,  abouti&sant  u  Busbire,  soit  u  Bussorah  soit  i  uo  autre  point  quelcooque  de 
remboucliura  dtt  Sahat^i-Aiab,  qui  sera  d6sigii6  phia  lard,  at  qui  sara  nM  la  ligne 
adrienoe. 

Art.  9.  Le  Gouvernement  Indian  foumira  en  ontre  an  Goavemtmeut  Ottontan  tout  lea 

matet  i  iu  neccssains,  y  compiris  lea  pfileuaz  en  fer,  pour  la  comtmetiaa  dea  dens  ligncs 

a6rieui)eH  ci-dessus  iudiqu^es. 

Lea  deux  ingdnieurs  tele<;raphiques  qui  se  trouvent       ft  Bagdad,  ainsi  que  rinspeetear 

et  les  quatre  sous-ofTicIers  dc  genie  Britanniqiie  qui  som  attendus  proclmiucaaent  duns  cette 
ville,  serout  mis  a.  la  dispositioa  dcs  autorites  OUomaiies  pour  coopcrcr  il  la  constructiou  de 
ces  Hgnes. 

Art.  4.  Le  Gouvernement  Ottoman  payera  les  inat6riaux  ainsi  fournia  par  le  (iouverne- 
nent  Indien,  sur  la  recette  des  nimasea  t£l£»rapliiques  Indiens,  qui  tatverBOvnt  la  ligne 

de  IVvlrcme  froiiticio  Europeeimc  dc  I'Empire  Ot;  lum,  -  it  jnsqu'a  Bussorah,  soit  jiisqu'il 
Kliaiiakuiri,  (i'aprcs  un  arrangement  special  que  le-<  deux  (jrouvemements  se  reservent 
d'^tablir  pour  determiner  la  mode  et  Tepoque  des  versementa  du  pliz  de  ees  mat^nanx. 

La  retribution  des  ingcnicurs  rcstc  a  la  charije  du  Gouvt>rnpTnent  Indien. 

Les  niattri«u.\  qui  sont  touruis  par  Ic  Guuveruenient  indien  »erout  coasisjnes,  a  leur 
arrivee,  entre  les  mains  des  autorites  Ottomanes  contre  leur  regu. 

Art  6«  Le*  autoriies  Imp<!'rialea  recevront  i'ordre  de  faife  commencer  imm^diatement 
lea  tnmiux  de  la  ligne  de  Bagdad  h  BosBorali. 

Art.  G.  Le  cable  sousmariii  q;ii  Joit  sc  relier  a  lu  ligne  atTlenne  dc  Bagdad  ft  BlIMOnh 
devra  etre  po^  le  plulut  possible,  aiin  d'en  assurer  le  ronctionaement  simultane. 

Art.  7.  Aussitdt  que  cette  ligne  aura  etc  achevee  le  GoaTeroement  Ottoman  mettra  la 
main  ^  celle  de  Bagdarl  a  Kbanakaiu,  pour  laquelle  Ic  Gouvernement  Indien  s'engage  si 
t'oumir  ^alenieut  les  matcriaux  et  les  ing^nieuiti  aux  nicmes  conditions  qui  ont  ct6  8tipuI6es 
pour  la  ligne  de  Bussorah. 

Art.  a.  La  Sublime  Porte  aura  soin,  selou  )a  nlcessit^,  d'enployer  pour  la  lerriee  de  ces 
fignes  dea  perronnea  poes^dant  la  Innffue  Anglaise. 

Art.  9.  Toutts  les  d^pficlies  a  destination  on  provenaut  des  Indes  seront  p^ri  iirr'ss  ft 
portion  ^gale  entre  1^  Iigne  projctcc  de  Bagdad  a  Bussorah  d'une  part,etcelle  de  Khanakain 
d'autre  jwrt, 

P  ir  cviter  toute  difficult^  d'ex^ution,  I'applieatioin  du  partage  aura  Ueu  de  la  nianiftre 

suivaute : 

Tontes  les  d^pfiches  pruvenant  des  Indes  devront  de  passer  par  la  li^ne  de  Kbanakain> 
Far  contie,  toutes  oelletf  ft  deetination  des  Indies  traverseront  la  l%ne  de  Bagdad  ft 
Bumorab. 

Art.  10.  La  stipulation  dc  I'ArticIe  9  seia  en  vigueur  pendant  dix  ans,  a  I'expiration 
desquels  il  pourra  etre  revis6  moyeimaut  une  nouvelle  entente  entre  les  deux  Gouveme> 
ments. 

Art.  11.  Les  deux  Gouvcrnemcnts  se  resL'rrent  d'arreter  et  de  conclurn  une  convention 
t616graphique  sur  les  bases  de  l"Acte  dc  liru.vellea,  qui  constitue  la  loi  Internationale  des 
lignes  dectriques. 

En  foi  de  quoi,  I'Ambassadeur  de  Sa  Majesty  Britannique  et  le  Ministre  des  Aflfaires 
Etrangdrea  de  Sa  Majesty  Imp^riab  le  Saltan  ont  signe  le  prdsent  protocol,  en  double 
tttp^dition,  et  y  out  appose  le  sceau  de  leurs  armes. 

Fait  ft  la  Sublime  Porte,  le  vingt  du  mois  d'Octobre,  de  I'an  mil  huit  cent  Boizante- 
tnia. 

Pour  Sir  Henry  BuKvcr, 

(jus.)       Ji.  M.  Erskim.  C^**)  -do/i. 


(TVanalation). 

CoKSEQUKMT  upoH  the  exchange  of  notes  w  hich  has  taken  place  lietween  the  Embas^f 
of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  Ministry  of  Foreii;u  Affairs  of  His  Majesty  the  Sultan,  on 
the  subject  ol  iLe  txteuMoa  of  the  liuc  above  ground  from  liagdad  to  Bussorah  and  to 
Khanakain,  nith  the  object  of  connecting,  by  two  different  lines,  the  Indian  telegraphs 
with  the  telejtrapluc  network  of  £urope,  the  Ambassador  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  at 
the  Sublime  Pone  and  the  Hinieter  of  Foreign  Affairs  of  the  Saltan,  with  a  fiew  to 
this,  have  decided  on  the  fbllowuig  arrangement: — 

Article  i.  The  Ottoman  GoTemment  wili  extend  at  its  own  expense: — 

1.  The  line  above  ground  from  Bagdad  to  Bussorah. 

•2.  It  will  construct  a  line  above  ground  from  Bagdad  to  Khanakeen  on  the  Persian 
frontier.  These  two  lines  shall  consist  of  two  wires,  of  which  the  one  shall  be  kept 
exclttsivelj  for  direct  messagea. 

Art.  %  The  Indian  Goremmeaty  on  its  aide,  at  its  own  coit»  shall  eany  die  Indian  sub- 

maiine 
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marine  cable,  wiiicli  Joins  at  Busbire,  either  to  Bus^sorah  or  tu  some  otherpointat  the  mouth  ij|fpbJ(eu-«» 
of  the  Shat-el-Arab,  which  shall  be  designated  later,  and  which  abatl  beoODaected  with  the 

line  above  {rround. 

Art.  3.  Ti;e  Iiuiiaii  Government  besides  shall  furnisli  to  the  Ottoman  Government  all  the 
necessary  materials,  includiag  the  poles  of  iron  for  the  coustructiun  of  the  two  lines  above 
ground  oerore-meatioAed. 

The  two  telegraphic  enixiiieer-  who  arc  alicady  at  Bii-dad,  as  also  the  iir^pfclor  and  the 
four  bub-officera  of  the  British  engineers  which  are  soon  expected  to  arrive  in  that  city, 
shnll  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  Sie  Otlomaa  anthorities  to  co-operate  in  the  eonstraetion 
of  ttiese  lines. 

Art.  4.  The  Ottoman  Government  shall  pay  for  the  materials  thup  furnished  by  the 
Itidiuii  (io\ cninient  with  the  indney  reoiivud  from  tlie  telegraphic  messages  from  Indian 
which  shall  tr<iverse  the  liue  from  the  extreme  European  frontier  of  the  Ottoman  Empireii 
be  it  to  Bussorah  or  as  ftr  as  Khanakeen,  according  to  a  special  arrangement,  w&idi  the 
two  governments  reserve  to  themselves  to  e<;tabliab,  to  determine  the  mode  and  the  period  of 
the  payment  of  the  price  of  these  materials. 

The  salaries  of  the  enQ;ineers  to  be  paid  by  the  Indian  Government.  The  matertils 
which  shall  be  furnished  by  the  Indian  Government  shall  be  consigned  on  their  arrival  to 
the  bands  of  the  Ottoman  authorities,  and  a  receipt  given  to  them. 

Art.  6.  The  liuperi^tl  authorities  shaU immediately  recNre ordoiB  to begin  the  woiksvpcm 
the  line  from  Bagdad  to  Bussorah. 

Art.  6.  The  submarine  cable  which  is  to  meet  tlie  Kne  above  ground  ftom  Bagdad  to 
Bussorah  shall      laid  as  soon  as  possible,  in  order  to  secure  simultmeous  operations. 

Art.  7.  As  soon  as  this  line  shall  have  been  completed  the  Ottuman  Government  shall 
commence  the  line  from  Bagdad  tu  Khanakeen,  for  which  the  Indian  Government  equally 
engages  to  furnish  materials  and  engineers  on  the  same  eonditions  as  tboae  which  have 
been  stipulated  for  Uie  line  from  Bussorah. 

Art.  8.  The  Sublime  Porte  shall  take  care,  if  need  b^  to  employ  for  the  working  of  these 
lineSj  persons  acquainted  with  the  Eaglish  language. 

Art.  9.  All  the  deqiatehes  addreasM  to  or  coming  from  India  shall  be  equally  divided 
b^ween  the  line  from  Bagdad  to  Btiaaofah  on  the  one  hand,  and  that  of  Khanakeen  on  the 
other. 

To  avoid  all  difficult  of  execntioD>  the  applieafioa  of  th&  system  of  division  shall  be  as 

follows : 

AU  despatches  coming  from  India  shall  pass  by  the  line  from  Khanakeen.  On  the 
'other  hand,  all  those  from  India  shall  be  sent  by  the  iiuc  from  Bagdad  to  Bussorah. 

Art.  10.  The  stipulation  of  Art.  8  shall  remain  in  force  for  10  years,  at  the  end  of  which 
H  can  be  revised  by  means  of  a  new  vndentsnding  between  the  two  Governments. 

Art.  11.  The  two  Governments  reserve  to  themselves  the  iloht  to  determine  on  and 
conclude  a  telegraphic  convention  on  the  bases  of  tlie  Act  of  Brussels  which  constitutes  the 
International  Law  of  Lines  of  Electric  Telegrafihs. 

In  faith  of  which  the  Ambassador  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  Minister  for  Foreif^n 
Affairs  of  His  Imperial  Majesty  the  Sultan  have  signed  the  present  Protocol  in  duplicate, 
and  have  annexed  their  seals. 

Done  at  the  Sublime  Porte,  the  20th  day  of  October,  1863. 

For  Sir  Henry  Bulwer, 
(l.  s.)      £*.  jr.  £^fkim.       (&.  s.)  AoB. 


No.  76. 

Mr.  fiortay  to  Mr.  Hammond. — Received  2  November.) 

Sir,  India  Office,  2  November  18tf3. 

1  AM  directed  by  the  S'  i  r-  tary  of  State  for  India  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  24lh  ultimo,  with  enclosure  fiom  Her  Mnjesty's  Ambassador  at  Constantmople, 
and  in  reply,  to  state  that  he  is  ready  to  assent  to  all  the  conditions  of  the  Protocol  re- 
spoctinLT  the  Me'^opotamiaa  land  lines  of  telegraph,  which  the  Porte  are  desirous  that  his 

Excellency  should  A^n. 

Instead,  however,  of  (livitUiiEj  the  (r<tlic,  as  stipul  ited  in  the  Protocol,  equally  between 
the  Bussorah  and  Khanakeen  lines,  !>ir  Ciiarles  Wood  would  prefer  ibat,  as  suggested  by 
Sir  Henry  Bulwer,  messages  left  shall  be  forwarded  Indifferently  liy  either  line,  as  liappened 

to  lie  nidi^l  eoiiveiiiei>t,  aijil  that  pfyiviriit  ^hllnld  be  calculated  on  the  mean  ol  ;i7'»  urul  89 
mile$,  the  distances  between  Bagdad  and  lia>soiah,  and  Bngd  d  and  Khanakeen  respec- 
tively.   But  if  a  change  to  ths  elTect  be  made  in  the  Protocol,  it  will  be  neeeesary,  in  order 

to  ensure  the  n:aints:iinnce  of  the  Biis--orah  line,  to  providi-  that  llie  mean  rate  t  T  j^ay- 
ment  should  toutiuuc  in  force  only  as  l  >ng  as  boili  iiiics  uie  ktnl  m  etlieu nt  w  ^  iking 
order. 

It  tiiii^ht,  too,  be  perhaps  desirable  to  modify  the  wording  of  that  part  of  Article  3,  which 
places  the  Englisli  engineers  sent  out  to  construct  the  lines  at  the  Jispoaal  of  the  Turkish 
authorities,  by  ('n)vi>li[i.r  that  nil  communication  from  the  latter  to  the  former  sliould  be 
made  through  Colonel  Kemball. 

I  have,  ttCit 
(dgned)      T,  O.  Baritig. 


0.4a. 
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ijWMroix-  TO  WORT  rmau.  iw 


App.  M«.  •.  No.  77. 

Mr.  Aliton  to  £(url  iZtute/L— (lieceived  3  November.) 

JHy  Lord,  Tehran,  6  October  1889. 

I  RATB  the  honour  to  inform  yoar  Lordship  that  Mr.  Man,  with  two  othsr  KngHsb 

entjiuetrs,  who  have  been  selected  at  the  iodia  OiTi^n  to  siipi  rlntfrnd  the  cooBtractiull  of 
portions  ol  tlie  Persian  line  of  telegraph,  arrived  at  ieiirdu  on  the  1st  instant. 

The  wire  luvl  nMtcrials  required  for  this  line  have  not,  so  far  as  I  am  informed,  3rit 
reached  thf  Per>ian  Gulf,  but  I  cunaid^r  it  Hdvisahle  that  no  time  .shonld  he  lo^t  in  making 
6uch  prepaiaMons  as  might  he  practicable  in  the  absence  of  these  stores,  aud  i  accu.dini^ly 
iastmcted  Mr.  Thompson  to  wait  upon  tte  .Minister  of  Foreisjn  Affairs,  with  the  above 
geotlemeo,  in  order  to  present  them  to  his  I^celkucy,  hbxI  to  arrange  for  commencing 
Otperation*  at  oaosk 

The  Prince  Itizod-oo-Sultatifh,  un^fr  whos^'  tlfrprtion*  the  Persian  telejraph  is  t  i  1 
constructed,  was  also  present  at  li  e  interview  whicli  Mr.  Thonisot)  had  with  Meerza  Sated 
Khan  yesterday  for  this  purpose,  and  his  Royal  Highness  expressed  it  as  his  <^nion,  that 
it  would  not  be  expedient  to  begin  erecting  the  po»t«  uHtil  ihe  insulators  had  hc<  n  rect^iv  ed, 
as  it  would  be  fnund  very  inconvenietjt,  and  perhaps  impossible,  to  fix  the  insululors  by 
mtans  -if  laddt-rs  after  ihe  sujiporte  had  l)t  eu  (ilnced  in  the  ground.  He  therefore  con- 
sidered th-it  ii  would  be  on  the  whole  better  that  the  engineers  who  liavejost  arrired  should 
proceed  to  sam>y  oarefuUy  the  portions  of  the  line  ftllaliecl  to  tbem«  in  order  to  detsmine 
the  cMici  route  alon^  which  ihe  wires  shouM  he  laid  down,  and  fo  s:.<i-fy  themselves  nt  ihe 
same  time  that  the  poste  which  bad  beon  piepaied  by  tlie  Persian  iiuvernmeat  were  per- 
iaetly  distribnted  along  tb«  road,  aad.  that  tiiay  mm  soffieieiitly  strong  for  the  porpo6e 
required. 

From  the  li-it  of  telegrnph  stores  which  have  been  f(»^ardcd  to  thia  country,  it  ^eeois 
that  the  number  of  insuhiturs  sent  out  will  only  snfhcf!  fnr  a  conip  u  atlveiy  small  portion  of 
the  entire  line,  and  unl<^  tliis  isf  speedily  Deciulkd,  ii  may  GuuAc  considerabkidcJajr  hap*> 
after  in  cmnpIetiiMr  Ae  woik.   Mr.  Mam,  it  ia  trae^  appears  to  thwk-  tluit  insnhttora  will 

scarcely  be  rerniirod  in  thia  climato,  but  until  l.ienfe  iiint  Ciiam^iain  reaches  Tehran,  whidi 
will  probiibly  be  in  ihe  course  of  two  or  three  weeks,  no  decision  will  he  arrived  at  on  Uns 
^eslion. 

In  the  meantime,  ten  Persian  signallers  are  to  be  placed  with  the  En<{lish  supttrintea^ 
dents,  in  order  tbut  they  may  receive  daily  inatroction  in  the  nse  of  the  tel^apliit;  mstru- 
mt  iits,  which  are  to  be  furmehed  f  r  tlli^  line  ;  ihouiih  in  signifying  lus  reailintss  to  adopt 
this  measure  tb«  IttsadiiMiitHaeh-oo  pomtcd  out  the  inoonvettieoco  which  would  eventually 
he  feh  from  these  mstrnNMnts  being  intended' for  eomnmsjoatiog  m  th^  Englkh;  languago 
only,  insteail  of  IiuvinL;  »\aa  tho>Painiian'obatracter,a«'i8(b«  CMa  with  thoaa  hithert*  tuad  bj 
bbe  Persian  Goverameot. 

I  have,  8te. 
<aigiMd)  aMSamL 


No.  78. 

Hr.  Hammond  ta  Mr.  Mf  rivnle. 

Sir,  rort  ii:n  Office,  4  November  18fi3. 

laM  directed  by  Earl  Russr>11  to  transmit  to  yon,  to  be  I  tid  before  Secretary  Sir  C.  Wood 

^TX9*1S»  accom|)nnvin<;  fO;>y  of  ;i  D  S|)iitc!i  frMin  Her  M-tj*  sty's  A  nibiissa.hn-  m  ('onstantliiople,* 

encl(i2>ing  llie  Protocol  i^i^1led  on  the  20in  ulttfuo,  rtrlative  to  i\\a  iij<^dud  aud  Bu-surab 

Tclqpraph. 

I  bave,&c. 
(i'igned)      M,  ff«mm»uL 


No.  70. 

ilail  BuutM  to  Sir  //.  Jiuiwer, 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  5  November  18S3. 

With  reference  to  your  Despatch  of  the  15th  ultimo,!  transmit  herewith,  for  y<^nr  Excels 

lency's  information,  a  coi  V  of  ,t  li-tu  r  from  the  India  nfficp,+  from  uhich  vou  will  perceive 
that  wdile  SccielHiy  Sir  C.  Wood  concnrs  in  the  conditiutiji  laid  down  in  the  Protocol  which 
you  liLi^  c  s'^iicd  r'  lativo  to  the  BuSKorah  Telegnijili,  he  makes  certain  suggestions  which,  he 
thinks,  may  be  advantageously  carrieil  into  effect,  if  practicable,  in  connectioo  witft  thai 
Protocol. 

I  huve  accordingly  lo  instruct  your  Eicellancy  to  he  guided  hj  the  wiahes  ezpraaaed  m 
the  Jndia  Office  letter  in  thi^  matter. 

I  an,  fte^ 
(signed)  Jftttf«flL' 


r 
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No.  80.  App.'No, 

l&..,<liuiM  to  Esrl  JtimcZL^Reeeited  •  November.) 
(Extract) 

Telirin,  5  October  1863. 

'In  Ae  conclodinL:  paragraph  or  Mr.  Cosmo  Mclviirs  letter  to  Mr.  Hammond,  dated 
Augus>  the  13tb,  trn  lust  j  in  v  ur  Lonl-hip's  De*pitc(i  to  mc  of  lh-"  21t!i  Atitrnst,  it  is  said, 
**as  the  Eurctpean  st.ifl,  acid  the  stores  fur  t  e  telejjraph  in  question,  have  been  despatched, 
it  appears  to  Sir  Charles  \\  ood  to  be  of  mucii  importaoee  tbat  thtf  ConventiMi  oo  the  sub* 
ject  i^bould  be  ratified  withoat  loen  of  litne." 

I  am  inibrmrd  by  Mr.  Thoaieoit  that  there  has  been  no  question  of  the  formal  eonclnsion 
of  a  conveiiti  II  rrs|H'ctiiiL':  tip'  iel' gr  i  jjIi,  ;ii  iI  ilia'  lu:  had  not  himself  taken  any  sto|is  for 
that  purpose.  Ihere  are  no  precise  tn>'tructiuu.s  from  your  L.>ixlahip's  otiice,  nor  arc  there 
•oy  foil  pcrwere  Ibr  tlie  conclusion  of  this  instrunu  nt.  A  furmal  engagement  has  been 
ent-rcd  into  on  the  pnrt  of  tl>e  Fersian  Gifvirnnicrit.  for  i!ic  coii^lmction  of  n  line  of  lele- 
grapl)  fnmi  Khaiiakeen  to  Bushire,  which  has  beeit  iigiCcJ  to  ly  lier  Majtsly'o  Guvemment, 
and  wliich  is  deposited  in  the  archives  of  this  mis-ioii. 

On  bringinf;  the  proposal  for  entering  into  a  convention  before  the  Minister  for  Forai^ 
ilflatra,  I  was  Informed  by  hU  Excellency  that  the  SbaliV  Government  had  never  contem-  . 
plated  such  a  measure,  uni!  that  tlie  Ki;;g  did  not  see  any  necessity  fii  it  at  prcsii  nt.  I 
enclose  Copy  of  Mr.  Thunisuu'^^  report  <m  this  subject,    bince  that  wub  druwn  up,  Mina 
Saeed  Khan  has  comfirmc  l  to  me  per:<onally  the  views  entertained  bv  In  :  Majesty. 

The  f  ngajit-ment  with  the  Persian  Gii\ erritnrnt  is  ( v  viiiid  lnr  the  |iU!'})o-;c  in  con- 
icntpiatiun,  which  both  ihe  Km^  and  his  Minislei^  deulare  tiiemseives  iiiosl  iiiixious  to  carry 

oot  witbotit  low  of  time. 


Eni  lusuic  in  No.  CO. 
Mr.  'k  homson  to  Mr.  Alutm. 

Sir,  Gulahek,  25  Septemher  1863. 

H.^TiNc,  in  compliance  with  your  instraeiions,  prepared,  under  the  form  of  a  convention, 
in  Persian  and  Enghsh,  the  necessaiy  papers  lespictinc  thu  construction  ot  the  PL'r.-.ian 
tclf'graph,  I  yesterday  waited  upon  the  Mini'itL'r  for  Foreiijn  Afiiiirs  for  the  purpose  uf  sub- 
mitting them  lo  him,  with  a  view  to  ilirii  su!.>~t(]ne.it,  ^-iuiia'.uro. 

His  Excellency  appeared  to  be  unprepared  for  the  proposal  thu*  made,  lie  said  that  a 
format  convention  of  this  nature  had  not  be^n  contemplated  by  the  Shah'e  Government,  and 
that  he  c  .n^i  Vri  rl  thatthe  paperwhich  he  h'ld  -Irc.idy s^nled  and  deh'vprcil  tri  Iler  !\Tri jr-stv's 
Misi^iou  was  suihtient  to  anssver  all  the  purposes  lecjuued.  Tiiat  document  was  a  iit^nual 
engagement  on  the  part  of  the  Persian  Government  to  cons'ruct  the  Hne  of  telegraph  from 
Klianaketn  to  Bushire,  under  t'ertain  condiiions,  and  the  Persian  Govetnment  was  fullvpre- 

fared  to  carry  out  all  the  stipulations  therein  pet  forth  without  I  ss  of  limL- ;  but  no  proposal 
aving  1j(  t  n  nuule  hitherto  to  draw  up  a  treaty  or  convr;  tion  on  the  subject,  he  was  of 
opinion  that  the  King  would  not  now  be  disposed  to  make  any  change  iu  the  form  of  the 
agreement  already  made,  which  iiad  been  submitted  to,  and  entirely  approved  of,  by  his 
Mujcstv  before  it  wa^  si-ned  u"iil  tr  nismiited  lo  th*^  mi.-'sion.  In  order  to  prove  tiiat  no 
cuiiveitiiun  was  proposed  ui  the  outset,  he  .saiJ  it  woi.l.l  tiuiy  bv  necessary  to  call  attention 
to  the  roncluding  phrase  in  the  en<;itgement  he  !>  ul  -i.n  I,  whcivin  it  was  stated,  that  if  the 
English  Government  ap[)rovcd  of  the  t<-rms  offered,  ilie  Peisian  Government  would  at  once 
commence  the  constrnciion  of  the  \mr,  no  mention  being  made  of  any  nitention  on  either 
side  to  conclude  a  convention  on  the  subject. 

lliH  Excellency  desired  me  to  state  tu  yon,  that  in  making  the  above  remarks  he  had 
eioiply  expressed  hi»  own  private  opinion,  and  (hat  he  wovid  refivm  from  giving  any  official 
reply  nutil  he  had  ascertained  what  the  Sliali*s  wishes  were  on  this  question. 

I  have,  &f. 
f«tgned)       ii.  F.  Thomson. 


Ko.  81. 

Mr.  Aluom  to  Earl  J2itfie22L~~(Beodred  21  November.) 

My  Lord,  Tehran,  19  October  1863. 

My  attention  hav  1154  been  drawn  to  certain  inacc  uracies  in  the  trnnslation  of  the  Pt-rsian 
Ac rcement  respecting  the  tele:.:rnph,  which  wa>  forwarded  to  your  I  n  d-liip  by  Mr.  Bas(> 
yvir.U  in  his  di  f'patch  of  the  19th  of  December,  1862,  I  hive  <*e?;;:i  1  Mi.  'J  ;  ;  0.1  to  mske 
a  corn  ct  truns^lalion  of  that  dccumeut,  which  1  now  do  myself  the  lionour  to  i  acio«e  lor 
your  Lordship's  infoi-mation. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)  C.^Alisnn. 
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APrmXfDIX  TO  REPO&T  FBOM  THE 


Afy.  No.  3.  Enclosure  la  No.  01. 

Ehoaobmskt  ealered  iDto  by  the  Pen$iun  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  for  the  Gonstructioa 
oTft  Une  of  Tel«gi«iA  from  Khanakeen  to  Biwbire. 

(Translatioo.) 

1.  Tin:  Persian  Goveiiniunt  coiisiJL'i'3  it  necessary  to  construct  a  line  of  telegraoh 
without  delay  from  Khanakeeu  to  the  capital,  Tehran,  and  Croni  Tehraa  to  tbe  port  gf 
Boshire ;  and  they  ai^ree  that,  whenever  the  &iglith  Government  may  require  to  commum- 
catp  by  the  said  telegraph,  they  .wv  to  be  at  liberty  to  do  so  (hicuiih  the  Persian  tcleirniph 
officers  in  the  way  they  may  dciiire,  paying  fur  the  same  at  raie>  tu  l>e  specified  hereafter. 

5.  The  Persian  GovernniL-nt  will  assign  a  sum  aufficient  for  the  construction  of  tha  tele> 

fraph^  and  for  the  purchase  of  such  materials  as  are  not  procurable  io  Persia,  or  can  be 
etter  obiained  in  Europe. 

3.  TUr.  Persian  ( lovti  iHiiciit  t  iiuaut's  to  |jurch;is<i  from  tlic  Eii<ilisli  Government  all  the 
materials  which  are  belter  procurable  in  Europe,  and  the  EngUsh  Government  agrees  to 
supply  such  materials  at  moderate  prices. 

4.  In  oiuor  that  the  said  Hn  of  telegraph  may  be  well  con<;truf  tcd  and  nffici.iHy  worked, 
the  Persi-Hi  Government  agrees  to  place  il  under  the  superint*  ndmce  of  an  Englisli  ciigmeer 
officer,  who  is  to  be  paid  by  the  English  Govern ntent,  and  th -y  iurther  agree  to  fix  a  period 
during  which  iostruction  may  be  KiTen  and  the  line  may  be  brought  into  ^ood  working 
order;  and  his  Royal  Highness  tne  Itizad-oo-Sultanehj  the  Minister  of  Public  Instruction, 
and  his  Excellency  die  Amin-ed-Dowleh  will  have  cognizance  of  the  aforesaid  officer's  pn>> 
ceedines. 

6.  The  said  ofRcer  will  be  fully  empowered  to  call  upon  the  Pers^ian  authorities  to  supply 
any  materials  he  may  emisider  requisite  for  this  work,  and  l!ie  PerHiiin  authorittes  wdl  make 
no  alteration  in  his  rec^uisitions  uuU  ss  it  should  be  impossible  to  ubutin  tlie  thing  required. 
Bat  a  Persian  officer  will  accompany  him  everywhere,  so  that  he  may  be  inform^  of  what 
is  done,  and  of  the  prices  oi  the  materials ;  and  the  aceoonts  will  be  audited  by  the  above- 
mentioned  Prince  and  by  the  Aroin-ed-Dowleh  every  three  months,  when  a  repqrt  will  be 
drawn  up  mul  printed  iii  tlie  "Tehran  Gazette." 

U.  In  order  to  increase  tbe  friendship  between  the  two  Governments,  and  to  promote  tbe 
above  undertaking,  the  English  Government  engages  to  purchase  in  England  at  reasonable 
rates,  with  the  approval  of  the  Persian  Minister  Plenipotentiary,  the  material  required  for 
this  work,  and  to  oavey  them  to  the  Persian  frontier,  and  to  receive  from  the  Persian  Go- 
remment  the  price  paid  for  the  above  articles  by  five  instalments  in  five  years  after  they  are 
deliveied  on  the  fruntier  of  Persia. 


(In  the  handwiiting  of  the  Persian  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs.) 

Tjie  Persian  Government  accepts  this  engagement.  If  the  English  Government  desires 
it,  the  construction  of  the  line  of  telegraph  will  be  commenced  in  conformity  with  the  above 
•tipulatioiu 


No.  82. 

Mr<  ErMae  to  £ari  RuutU. — (Received  21  November.) 

My  Lord,  Constantinople,  11  November  1863. 

6t  a  telegraphic  despatch  from  fler  Majesty's  Oonsul  Qeneral  at  Bagdad,  dated  the 
7th  instant,  1  learn  that  inrun^emeLits  luive  been  made  with  the  Governor  Geuc'ral  for  the 
commencement  of  the  line  of  telegraph  to  Bossorah,  and  that  three  English  and  two  Turkish 
engineers  are  already  at  work  supenotendiag  the  distribution  of  the  materials  along  tbe 
line. 

The  staff  expected  from  India  had  not  then  arrived  at  Bagdad. 

I  have,  Sec 
(aptti)      £,  M,  Mnkimt, 


No.  ea. 

Mr.  Mtrimh  to  Mr.  flmMmM^^Beodved  3  Deoember.) 
Sir,  India  Office,  2  December  1888. 

1  AM  directed  by  Secretary  ^^ir  Charles  Wond  to  stale,  for  the  inforinatioii  f  i'.iil  Russell, 
that  all  arransiemeiits  requisite  in  this  country  for  extending-  the  electric  telegraph  from 
Bas.'dad  to  India  have  now  been  completed,  and  that  Lieutennnt-Colonel  P.  mewart  has 
left  Eti-1  Hid,  to  superintend,  with  the  aid  of  Sir  ("^hruics  Bright,  the  submersion  of  the  sub- 
marine porUons  of  (he  line,  and  to  organize  othcial  cstabli&iinienis,  uud  utake  ollitr  indis- 
pensable preparations  for  workinp;  it 

Before,  however,  a  sittisfactory  system  of  working  can  be  established,  it  ia  desirable  that 

the 
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the  assent  of  ihe  Porte  should  be  obtained  to  the  direct  participation  by  British  officers  in  App.  No.  a. 
the  service  of  the  Turkish  lines;  and  there  are  also  several  other  points  the  settlement  of 
which  mu«t  orobably  become  the  subject  of  negotiation.  Among  these  may  be  mentioned 
tb«  periodical  raterehange  <rf  returns,  tiw  adjustment  of  twrifl^  and  of  liability  for  loss  or 
*•  mutilation of  mp'^s  igc;,  tho  distribution  of  traffic  between  concurrent  lines,  the  mode  of 
insuring  the  requisite  priority  of  Governmeot  despatches,  and  the  methods  to  be  adopted 
for  fbrwaiding  written  despalches  during  the  oceaneiioe  of  iatermptioii  on  any  link  of  the 
Ibie. 

Tlie  usual  European  practice  (and  (hat  to  which  in  their  recent  despatches  tiie  Turkish 

Govt-mmeiit  icTer  j  is  to  cuiliody,  in  a  formnl  Convention,  all  tli.it  n'iay  be  mutuallv  a<^reed  on 
betiveen  the  various  admiiiistrations  concerned ;  and  if  practicable  it  would,  in  Bir  Charles 
Wood's  opinion,  be  derirable  to  enter  into  such  a  defiled  Convention  both  with  Turlcey  and 
Persia  before  commcnrin::  to  ii'^e  the  tlnonah  line.  It  lui^i,  however,  been  represented  to 
him  thnt  the  ciiougeci  conditions  which  ujipiy  to  so  extended  a  system  of  iines  as  that  be- 
tween Ii.diu  and  Europe  will  necessitate  very  eonsiderdble  alterations  in  the  principles  on 
which  the  Conventions  now  in  force  for  the  moie  limited  system  of  telc|graph  in  Europe 
have  been  based.  At  present  it  is  impo<stb1e  to  foresM  the  exact  nature  of  the  alterations 
required  ;  ami  the  l>'^-t  plan  would,  thLT'-fore,  seem  to  be  to  work  the  line  experimentally 
for  a  short  time,  adopting,  so  far  as  they  are  applicable,  the  terms  of  tlie  Brussels  Conven- 
tion, but  postponing  the  Tnrmal  introduction  of  alterations  until  some  actnal  experieaoe  in 
t!ie  w>>rkin^  of  tin-  extended  line  shiiH  have  suptilind  sufficient  data  fOT  tlie  preparation  of 
such  a  Couvcntion      shall  he  penuautully  ajjpUcable. 

There  are  still  other  preliiuinarie;<,  connected  principally  with  the  mode  of  accounlii^  for 
and  apportioning  traffic  receipts,  which  must  be  disposed  of  before  even  the  experimental 
workinsr  can  be  commenced.  On  these  and  other  points,  which  cannot  he  settled  without 
the  c  ncurrencc  of  the  Turkish  Govemnieiit,  Sir  C.  Wood  has  caused  memoranda  to  be 

Brepared  which  are  herewiUi  transmitted,  and  copies  of  which  he  recjuests  may,  if  Earl 
Lttssdl  sees  no  objection,  be  forwarded  to  Her  Majesty's  Ambassador  at  Constantinople, 
with  a  view  to  his  effetrting  a  temporary  agreement  upon  tho  basia  therein  laid  down.  If 
this  be  done,  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  purpoijis  of  thu  agreement  to  stiiiiun  a  tratfic- 
manager  at  Constantinople  on  behalf  of  the  Indian  Government;  and  Sir  C.  Wood  has 
selected  for  the  office  Mr.  Wulter  Coartenay«  who,  as  Secretanr  of  the  Suhmarine Telegraph 
Company,  has  become  thoroughly  eooFenant  with  all  thefbtails  of  telegraphic  business,  and 
has,  nioreo\er,  had  much  experience  in  considering  and  maturing  the  terms  of  t'?le;:riiph 
conventions.  It  is  probable  that  Mr.  Courtenay's  presence  at  Constnntinople  might  be 
▼ery  useAil  for  flie  purpose  of  supplying  inforrautioa  on  technical  points;  ana  Sir  Obarlea 
Wood  will  desire  him  to  proceed  at  once  to  his  post,  and  to  place  himself  at  the  disposal  of 
Her  Majesty's  Ambassador,  if  Earl  Russell  agrees  with  him  in  thinking  the  step  advisable. 

I  have,  &C. 
(aigned)      fbraum  Jfcfisalr. 


EndioauTB  in  No.  83. 
JlraiopaiMiinR. 

Pboposed  PoHiical  Convention  with  Turkey  for  the  Working  of  the  Indo-Emnpean  Tele- 

grapIi,on  the  First  Opening  of  tlie  Through  Line,  and  during  tlie  Period  that  muat  elapw 
before  the  Preparation  of  u  more  Detailed  and  Formal  Conveiilion. 

A  til  the  terms  of  the?  Protocol  recently  signed  at  Coustantinople  to  have  clfect,  and  the 
following;,  or  soiue  similar  termsy  to  be  wclded  to  that  deed,  or  to  be  agreed  to,  in  substance, 

by  tho  Turkish  Government : — 

1.  As  regards  that  part  of  the  office  to  be  established  on  Turkish  territory,  at  or  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Shat-«1-Arab.  which  is  required  forihe  service  of  the  suhnu'irint-  line: — The 
British  OoTcmment  to  provide  and  matntain.  at  its  own  cost,  the  who'e  of  the  signalling  and 
other  staff,  as  well  as  the  instruments  and  stores  required  for  working  the  submarine  line, 
and  the  gtaffso  employed  to  be  solely  under  the  orders  of  the  Britis^h  Superintendent. 

2.  h\\  "  tliroiigii "  despatches  received  at  this  office  through  the  Turkish  land  hues,  to  be 
transferred  at  Once  by  the  Turkish  to  the  British  superinteodent,  for  transmission  through 
the  submarine,  and  vice  vt  rsd. 

3.  For  the  satisfactory  piejjarutiuu  of  returns  and  adjustmtnt  ol  uccoimt-*  Letwecn  ihe 
two  Governments  concerned,  it  is  proposed  that  a  traffic  manager,  paid  by  the  Britisih 
Government,  be  stationed  at  Constantinople,  and  another  at  BagdMi  or  Buasorah,  and  such 
traffic  managers  at  all  times  to  have  free  access  to  the  returns  of  through  traffic  in  the 
Turkish  olhce. 

The  accounts  auil  moaey  iiayments  (or  transmission  of  through  messages  to  be  adjusted 
in  accordance  with  the  general  terms  of  memonmdura  attached  (Annex  No.  1);  and 
periodical  siUlement  to  take  place  at  intervals  not  cxcecdtnn:  six  inonthH. 

4.  The  tat  ill  to  be  periuaueutly  adopted,  tor  the  tiansnussion  of  tJirough  messages  over 
the  Turkish  lines  east  of  Constantinople,  to  he  regulated  hereafter  on  the  basiB  of  the 
Brussels  Convention  of  1858. 

6.  But  for  the  period  during  which  the  line  may  be  worked  under  this  preliminary  con- 
vention a  higher  rate  to  be  charged. 

0.43.  3  OS  This 
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App.  No.  «,       This,  howfw,  tliould  not  exoeetf— 

—  20  (.  p«r  mcMHe  uf  S0  words  li«Mr««n  CooBttMtiiiopb  aid  mauih  of  the  S)Ml-«lr  Aisfa. 

iftj.  ditto. to  K^mkeMi, 
14ik  ditto  to  Bagdad. 

0.  Tlie  tariff  to  be  permanently  iuinpted  on  tlie  j-u^murine  or  other  lines,  the  pro;  crtv  of 
Uie  Governiueut  of  India,  between  the  mouth  ol  the  fcjliat-el-Arab  and  Kurraehee,^  to  be  re- 
considered hereaflerin  p^eparii  s  the  later  Convention.  But  nriiber  during  the  preliminary 
nor  llie  pub^cqucnt  pcii  <i  is  (!u  tailff  m\  this  p;)rlion  of  the  line  to  exceed — 

605.  per  uie8>a}ie  o»  -20  words  between  Kurracbee  and  mouth  of  the  SUat-el-Arub. 

45 «.  ditto  between  Kurracbee  and  Buabire. 

7.  During  the  continuance  of  this  preliminary  Convention,  the  rules  and  re^itlationfi  fo' 
the  detailed  working  of  the  lines  to  be  as  nearly  a«  practicable  iboae  of  the  Bnt^aela  Con- 
i«ntion,  at  present  adopted  by  the  Porte  in  their  relations  with  European  tele«!r«»pbic 
adni  lii^trutiuiis. 

But  it  aj)pt'ars  to  b«:  the  interei^t  ol  both  the  Guvernnients  concented  that  the  following 
•rrangemenis  for  the  respeciive  use  of  the  two  wires  east  of  Conetantinnpli  ahnuM  be 
agreed  to  {vidt  An;  ex  No.  2).  Also  thut  an  nilditienuil  wire  hetueen  ( '(risfantinople-  and 
Belgrade  be  provided  by  the  Turkish  Govt-rnnient,  or  (hat  one  of  the  existing  vvireb  be 
allotie  :  exclusively  lo  through  traffic,  on  eame  geaemt  tenne  as  Knglieh"  wireeaet  ef 
Coiwiantinople. 

15  November  1863.  (signed)      P.  Stmart. 

i\'o.  1.  Account*, — It  is  proiK>Hed,  with  regard  to  the  settlement  of  accounts  for  messages 
from  £n>;tand  to  India,  or  any  point  east  of  ConsUiOtinople,  that  companies  receiving  or 
collc4  ting  such  nK'ssas;esshoidd,  after  vettintng  the  proportion  due  to  themselves,  hand  over 
to  the  continental  si d ministrations  (with  whom  they  are  in  (he  habit  of  ^etilin  >  acrounte)  the 
coiitineulal  rates,  as  (nr  as  Con>lantiiiop!e  inly;  "ami  tiial  the  hulance,  or  the  chante  from 
Conslantin'tple  to  the  deatin^tiou,  be  banded  over  to  the  trufiic  manager  appointed  by  ^s 
OoTeri:ment  of  India  in  Lomlen,  it  bem^  the  province  of  that  officer  to  prepare  the  aoeonnti 
\\it!i  lI'P  OttonirtM  iind  Prt-ian  Gov:?:nnir-n;s,  (leilnctin :  perinrlicnll v  the  whi-'le  or  part  of 
sums  to  be  lecovcred  from  ihos*.  Goverunicnts  oii  account  i»t  st  res  udvaiiced  to  them,  and 
to  i-redii  to  the  Ooverament  of  Indi^i  the  amount  due  on  account  of  tlie  submariae  or 
Penien  Gulf  line,  or  on  account  of  the  Govemeaent  lines  within  the  frontier  of  India. 

For  this  meaaure  the  SBSent  of  the  Ottoman  Government  will  be  requiied;  and,  in  the 
d(  cument  coiuniuniciitin';  sneh  assent,  it  should  l>e  distiri;  tly  set  forth  t  at,  for  all  niessatjes 
originating  in  England,  the  Pt  rtK  will  look  to  the  India  Cidice  for  the  proportion  due  oo. 
account  of  luikuh  lines  east  of  Constantinople.  Copy  of  aneb  document  would  have 
to  be  sent  bv  the  Sn}  mnrine  Tp'orriph  Comp  iny  to  the  French,  Relgian,  Danish,  and 
Hum  verian  Aduiinis  rutioi>->,  and  by  the  Electric  and  International  Telegraph  Company  to 
the  Dkitcli  Administmtii..n.* 

Each  Company  will  have  furnish  a-pehodicHl  .return  of  Indian  messa-^es  for  which  they 
have  received  payment,  and  copies  of  these  and  simiLir  returns  must  be  interchanged 
p' rio  ifiiry  between  the  (iovernnient  of  India's  traffic  n  anugcr^  in  I.  )hilon,  Constantinople, 
and  Kurracht^e,  with  a  view  to  ittloriiing  a  complete  check  un  the  rcturus  lor  this,  periiapa^ 
the  most  important  part  oi'  tbe  tbrotich  traffic  passing  towards  India. 

Foi  1)  Cf&iiscs  orisjinal  nz  in  'he  (ontiiientul  ollices,  the  amount  riue  »o  each  administra- 
tion, aft  far  as  (,un>taiiiini>|ile,  to  be  a'Jjusted  by  -ucccsive  trausfer<<,  just  as  at  ptesent. 
The  Tnrkish  Government  w  11  receive,  iv  this  manner,  the  groMSnkOUiil  of  payment  lot  Stich 
messages,  minus  the  deduction  made  by  western  admiuiMratious.  1  hat  Government  will 
retainllie  whole  amount  di-e  lo  her  for  the  extent  of  line  between  her  we-tem  front  er  on 
the  one  hn.id,  and  Kiianakeeii  or  mouth  oi  Shat-el-Aiab  on  the  other;  and,  according  to 
the  pro[}osai8  now  made,  she  will  baa<i  over  to  the  traffic  manager  at  Constantinople  (ap- 
pointed by  the  Government  of  India),  tlie  remainiu!;  balance,  including  whatever  may  be 
due  to  Persia,  as  v\e!!  ;  s  tl  e  1  ;ri;er  profjortioii  due  lo  the  (lovprii  i  ent  ol  India, 

As  legurdn  nie.^ea^^es  iiriLiinatiiig  in  Indiu,  and  transmitted  towards  Euro]>e,  it  is  proposed 
that  the  huii  in  T«  h  gra|  h  D:  pnrtineot  should  aecuant  (to  the  tmiHc  manager  already  np> 
pointed  lor  Kuirachee)  lor  the  whole  aq>0*int  realit-ed  in  litotaon  account  of  such  messages, 
minus  the  [  roportion  due  for  lines  east  of  Kurrachee,  whtcb  preportioo  will,  of  coui>e,  be 
retained  by  the  Indian  Department.  The  traffic  mani^r  at  Kurrachee,  will  divide  the 
amount  so  received  as  lollowe 

First. — Proportion  due  to  Government  of  India  for  line  from  Knrradbee  to  Bushiie 
or        r  lah  to  be  retained. 

Second. — FiOi  ortion  due  on  aecounl  of  Peraian  Government  (or  messages  traos- 
mitttd  via  Teiienm,  to  be  credibd  to  Persia,  with  periodical  dedttctioua'On  aocovntof 
cos't  •  f  sti^res  ^o|iplied  to  lliat  Government. 

Anil  Third. — The  ren  aining  balance,  which  will  bo  credited  to  the  Constantinople 
ofiice,  HUii  I  ail)  through  that  office  to  ih'.  Turkish  G.jvenimenl.    The  Turkish  Govern- 
ment will  thuA  receive  tiie  amouui  duo  (tor  sucii  messages)  to  western  adminisirationt, 
as  well  as  to  herself,  and  will  adjust  the  ibnner  amounU  by  transfer,  under  the  system 
-  at  pieaent  existing. 

Under 


*  Ko  pSMible  ol^tkHi  on  tha  part  of  tbsn  AdBiaistratioas  can  be  antkipalMl,  as  thtir  intcreita  aia 
ia  no  way  wliatevar  affected  ky  tbe  dumgs. 
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Under  the  general  arrangements  tlins  [iro[>(  St  (l,  ihe  adjustment  of  accounts  may  be  App.  No.  a» 
^ected  vith  great  regularity,  and  the  British  Governnieoi  will  be  enabled  to  recover  witii  '  — 

certaioty-  dia  amonntii  advaneed  to  Turkey  and  Penia. 

JVo.  2. — IhrnJ't  of  ionif  Clmi.ws  j)ropnse(l  to  form  jKirt  of  S'lb^fquent  Coniu  utioii. 

I,  In  tbe  event  of  communication  being  interrupted  upon  the  En^lisli  line,  the  Porte  to 
ttndeftake  that  the  Tnt-kish  line  he  ^ven  up  for  the  tbroogh  ttaffic  until  the  Engliidi  line  is 

again  in  cffit  ir»nt  working  orrfpr  • 

t.  Should  a  contact  at  any  time  occur  be  tween  the  two  wite»,f  so  as  to  rendpr  it  ini- 
pOMiUeto  work  both  at  the  snmn  time,  or  so  a«<  to  cau'^e  rl«-hy  to  the  Indian  messages  by 
aMemplMig  to  do  so,  the  Turkish  wire  to  be  intalated  until  tbe  wirei  are  freed  from  each 
other. 

3.  Tfa  press  of  mrs'iacres  arise  npim  (hi'  En.:*i>'i  iinf*.  rcml^r'nj  di-Tny-  iu);iv..i(l  il)lt>  fnmi 
their  accuniulntion,  tJte  u^e  ot  the  Turkish  line  to  be  an  iiiucli  as  an  auxiliary  means  of 
traDnnisMon  of  the  through  traffic.;]: 

4.  Should,  at  nnv  lim^',  a  to'al  break  down  «>f  the  Enjiish  an  1  Tuiki-li  lines  occur,  the 
terminal  station  on  tatU  side  to  dispatch  a  special  messenger  cveiy  tour  hours,  "ilh  copies 
of  all  messages  on  liaad,  to  the  terminal  siatioo  uii  the  other  side  of  the  break  down,  such 
gpeciu!  mt^B^enner  to  travel  at  a  speed  of  not  le«s  than  _  mileit  an  hour.  As  soon  as 
telegraphic  coniinunication  is  rp«*'orfd,  each  station  to  ascertAni  the  messages  titat  have  nut, 
up  to  t')at  time,  been  recei  ed  l)v  t1i<>  oilier,  nnd  to  transmit  them  according  to  priority, 
lu  such  case,  Clauae  d  to  Cinue  into  especial  opcratiun. 

6.  In  order  to  maintain  the  Kne  in  a  ihoronuMy  efficient  state,  line-men  t(»  he  stationed 
upon  its  whole  irn^fh,  :it  a  disfain  e  iint  oxceedi'ig  miles  npiirt. 

6.  Eacli  line-man  to  be  ('uiiimht  d  with  the  utcessary  tools,  spare  insnlators,  wire,  &c.,and 
lo  examine  his  section  of         miles  not  less  frequently  than  once  every  two  days. 

7.  A  li^  line-man  to  be  placed  over  eTt  ry  unr-men,  and  to  ride  over  his  section 
not  less  than  once  a-wcck,  and  to  he  held  strictly  resp  )nsible  for  its  thorough  order. 


NOw  84. 

Mr.  Uamtaond  to  Mr.  Merwale. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  3  December  iaH3. 

1  AM  directed  by  Earl  Russell  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  infoiniat  on  ot"  Secretary  Sir  Ciiarles 
Wood,  that  iustructiona  will  tiiis  day  be  sent  to  Her  Majesty's  Chafg^  d'Altuirea  ai  GoB« 
stantinople  respecting  the  telegraph  to  India,  in  accordance  with  the  contents  of  your  letter 
of  YLstt  rduy'ts  (J;ite;  .ind  I  ain  to  add  that  fji'i'd  fhissell  thinks  it  would  be  dL'-iiuhle  ihat 
Mr.  (Jourienay  should  proceed  at  once  to  Conntaotioopte,  to  astist  Mr<  £fskiae  iu  settling 
■utttaffs  whh  the  Putte.' 

I  have,  kc. 
(signed)      JS.  Hammond. 


E«rl  JttvmU  to  Mr.  Bnkiiu, 

Sir,  ForeifEn  OiBec,  S  Beeenher  180S. 

I  TR  \NSWiT,  for  your  information  and  guidance,  the  accompan  ii  g  t  o,)v  of  a  let  it  i  (Vonl 
tbe  Indiii  Oiiice,*  reporting  tiiat  all  the  arrangoments  requitjite  in  this  country  fur  ex(eridin>(  •  g^^ 
th<^  electric  telegraph  from  Bagdad  to  In  iia  nave  now  been  completed,  and  tiiai  steps  will 
immediately  be  taken  for  completing  the  submaritte  portions  of  the  line,  and  making  other 
necessary  preparations  for  working  it ;  bat  that  before  any  satisfactory  system  of  working  can 
be  estiibli-hed,  fhi  re  are  certain  prebtnnim  v  nmingements  to  be  mnde,  and  points  to  be 
settled  with  tbe  Turkish  Govenuneot,  the  particulars  of  which  are  contained  in  the  accom- 
panying printed  memorandom,t  which  has  been  prepared  nt  the  India  Olliee ;  and  I  have  to  f  Inclosure  in  No. 
instruct  you  to  endeavour  tu  effect  with  the  Turkish  OofeniiMnt  »  tcmponury  agreement 
upon  tiiti  biuis  therein  laid  down. 

I  have  informed  the  India  Office  that  I  consider  it  desirable  that  Mr.  Cnurtenay,  who  bm 
been  selected  for  the  office  of  traffic  manager  at  Constantinople,  should  proceed  tliere  a» 
gOQQ  as  possible,  iu  order  to  assi&t  you  in  setdin>^  matters  with  tbe  Porte. 

I  am,  Sic. 
(signed)  BuBidL 


•  As  lIiL'  "  through  "  trafBc  must  always  be  much  i/iorc  injportant  and  remaDeratire  than  the  "loesl" 
traffic  it  is  clearly  in  the  iutaiest,  both  of  th»  Tiirkijii  tin  J  lkiu«b  GoverDinetitg,  tliat  this  should  bs 
arranped. 

t       ahot*  net*.  X  This  point  also  affects  the  intcrMts  of  both  Oovsrsnentt  alike. 
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APrKKUlX  TO  BKPOBT  FBOK  THB 


App^o.  a.  jf^,^  g^,^ 

Mr.  Aiison  lo  Eail  iii<«ett.— (Keceived  6  December.) 

My  Lord,  lehran,  3  November  inG.I. 

Captain  CHAMMlir,  director  of  the  telegraph  operations,  arrived  here  on  the  '2oth  of 
Octc>b(  r.  On  the  sjimr-  day  a  meeting;  was  littd  .it  the  Foreign  Ofiice,  by  ilie  oidcr  of  the 
king,  of  llicir  Royal  Hi.;lniesscs  Feihad  Muza,  ilie  llizad-oo-Sultauuh,  their  Excelicucies 
Ferookh  Khan,  the  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  and  tuyself,  to  decide  whether  the  opera- 
tioDA  for  fixing  the  posts,  before  the  arrival  of  the  wire  and  the  insulators,  as  pressed  bv 
Mr.  Man,  aliould  be  proceeded  wiA.  It  was  dedded  in  the  affirmative,  and  Mr.  Man  will 
go  tn  Ispahan  in  a  day  or  two  for  that  purpose. 

The  day  adter  the  return  of  the  King,  frum  an  absence  of  a  fortnight,  I  presented  Captain 
ChampatD,  Mr.  Man  and  Mr.  Walton  to  his  Majesty,  who  expfeataed  a  lively  intereat  iit 
the  %vork  comniitfi  if  fn  their  charn:?. 

Captain  Champuin  lelt  lor  Bushire  yesterday,  and  ihe  necessary  orders  are  bein^  issued 
for  affording  every  &dJi^  for  the  prompt  execution  of  the  opemttoas  along  the  diCerail 
parts  of  the  line. 

Ibavc^fto. 
(lipied)      C*  ^lisoB. 


No.  87. 

Mr.  £nkiMe  to  Earl  JS{ii«m/<,<— (Received  19  December.) 

My  Lord,  Coostantinople,  7  December  1863. 

I  HATS  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  herewith  n  translated  copy  of  a  tsle> 
L  r  i  I  li  'c  convention  which  has  recently  been  ewduded  between  the  Snhiime  Forte  and  the 

I'erbian  Qovemtneat. 

1  have,  &c, 
(signed)      JSL  M,  £niiiu. 


Enckaare  in  No.  87. 

Tbkatt  between  the  Sublime  Porte  and  the  Simh  of  Persia  for  the  Establtsbinent  of  a  Line 

of  Telegraph. 

Article  I.  Lb  Oottvernement  Persan  promet  d*£tendre  one  de  ses  lignes  t^l^graphiqoet 

jusqii'i  nn  rndroit  situ^  snr  lea  fronti^res  Ottomaiies,  et  dc  son  cot6  le  Gouvcnu-inent 
Otionian  ^'engage  d'^tabhr  un  embranchenient  d'un  endruit  (juelcunque  de  sa  ligne 
t61€graphiqae  cntn  Scutari  et  Bagdad  jnsqu'i.  Tendroit  oil  la  ligne  t6l£gra(^ique  Penane 
serait  porti. 

Article  IT.  II  fut  convenu  entre  les  deux  Parties  Gontractantea  que  I'endroit  nommc 

Ilanlvin  spra  fixt'  coinme  point  de  rotii  ontrc  dea  deux  lignes  ;  cependaiil,  si  [ilns  lard  il  y  a 
n^essite  de  i'acihter  et  d'^largir  lea  communications  t^legrapbiques,  elles  pourront  £tre 
fftpwies  ^galenient  aur  d'autres  points  des  frontidres. 

Articlo  III.  I.c  Gouvernemc  it  Ottoman  promet  d'admettre  et  de  fairc  passer  sans 
difiiculte  lea  de^cches  t^lugraphiqucs  transmi^tsdu  Royaume  Persan  ou  bieu  d'un  Eiat  qui 
est  en  communication  t^l^raphiqae  avec  la  Perse^  en  destination  pour  les  Eiais  dc  8a 
Majeiifa^  le  Sultan,  ou  bien  pour  un  Etat  Itranger  qni  est  en  communication  t^^gmphique 
avec  le  OouTcmement  Ottoman  ;  et  il  est  de  ro^me  convenn  que  fe  Gouvemement  Persan 
admettrfi  el  \ci^  pai^-tr  tans  (IifTlcultij  le-;  ('L|:r'rli  s  f t'LL;ra])hi(]UPs  iransnu'-i  s  dt;  la  l  urquie 
ou  bien  d'un  Etat  qui  €st  en  couimunication  (cl^igraphiquc  avec  le  Gouvernement  Ottoman, 
en  destination  pour  la  Perse  ou  ponr  un  Etat  £iranger  qui  est  cn  communication 
tfi^graphique  avec  le  Gnnvernement  Persan. 

Les  d^i  C-ches  t^l^grapiiiques  de  la  Fert>e  dans  les  EtatK  Ottomans,  et  les  dep^chcs 
tCl^graphiques  des  Etuts  Ottomnns  en  Perse,  participeront  oux  memes  avantages  ei  obliga*- 
tiona  ^ue  les  d^p£ches  tntSrieures  r«pcctiTn  ou  bien  cellcs  d'un  autre  Etat  (-tranger. 

Artnle  IV.  Les  deux  Parlies  Gontractantes  a'eiigagfnt  d'em  plover  I'appareil  Morse, 
employe  fictuellenienl  on  Furo|je,  pour  la  tiansuiis^ion  dis  rrpLclies  (lU '^lupliiqucs  qu'ils 
aurout  &  6ch anger;  etdememe  en  ajuulaiit  la  Convention  de  I3ruxclics  ii  ce  Traite,  ellea 
^Cablissent  qu'elles  se  conformeront  en  toutes  choses  aux  classes  de  la  susdite  Convention 
pour  CO  (jui  rc2aide  la  tr«nsnnssion  des  depcLbes  telegraphiques. 

Aititlc  Y.  Les  d<^p£ehes  telei;;rnpbiqiieB,  qui  seronl  ^cliat^^es  entre  les  deu-x  i'urtics 
CoDtractantes,  soiit  divisees  en  deux:  1,  Ics  depf-chis  Persaoes  et  Ottonmne:^  qui  parteot 
d'un  des  bureaux  tdl^grajphiques  de  Tuu  des  susdits  Guuvemements  pour  les  Etats  de  autre; 
et  S,  les  d^p^-hes  des  Gotivernements  etrangcrs  qui  passcut  par  les  Etats  de  TaDe  des 
Parties  Coiitractandr-  ( ii  ite-tinutii m  pour  l'etran<r(  r. 

Article  VL  La  taxe  3k  percevoir  pour  les  dep^-hes  de  la  premiere  cat^orie  est  &x6e  a  30 
paras  par  fertak,  on  bien  A  30  pares  par  neare,  en  commence  de  Hnakin  iaaqu'A 
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fBnchwt  da  lenr  dettiaation.    La  taxe  ainsi  calculee  nc  cono«nM  que  lea  ddpdeW  q«i     Afp^  t, 

OontienDenl  20  mots  oo  moins  que  cela,  tanl  dans  I'Empire  Ottoman  qnVn  Perse;  quant  &  ' 
cdles  qui  contiennent  plus  de  20  mots,  elles  seront  grevees  de  lO  iiiastres  par  chaque  10 
IHAts  ou  m^me  d'une  fraction  de  lO  mots  que'elles  contiennent. 

Artkie  VII.  Lea  d^pdehci  t^l^eraphiques  de  la  aeconda  categorie  aeroot  tax^  d'aprdt 
I*  CottTMHtion  de  Bnixellee  annezee  m  prfaent  Traiti,  aenlement  lutaqae  celk»«i  pement 

Sar  les  dooi'iino'^  Asintiqiu'S  du  Sultan  et  par  les  ligues  Pcrsatif^.,  rllfs  y  seront  tnxt'>3s 
'api^  le  Diode  ci-de6sus  laetitionn^;  de  sorfe  que  la  t;ixe  dfs  dcpcclics  qui  appartienueut 
4oeUe  ett%Orie  sera  per9iie  dans  le  bureau  ^labli  a  la  frontieie  Persnnc  cn  $akib  kerant 
et  en  pinstres,  tandis  que  la  laxe  de  ccs  dep**-clu  s  dans  Its  parlies  d 'Europe  jusqu'^  I'endroit 
de  lenr  destination  sera  per^ui-.  en  fiancs,  et  ce  mode  de  pciccplion  de  laxes  sera  olsserve 
dans  la  transmission  des  d^peches  t^legmplnques  des  Elats  Ottomans  aux  Indes  Orientales. 

Artide  VIII*  Lea  defi^cliee  til^graphiques  partaot  de  I'Europe  par  lea  lignea  t^l^n- 
pbiques  Ottomanes,  en  deetination  ponr  ie«  pays  Asiatkiueii  aiiula  an-deA  dea  dovaniea 
Persans,  et  celles  transtnises  de  ces  p>ys  au  Continent,  Europcen,  sent  divisee-s  en  deux 

Sirtitfg  cgnles,  dont  Tune  pasKcra  par  les  lignes  de  Hankin  et  de  la  Perse,  et  I'autte  par 
Bgdad  et  Bussorith. 

Article  IX.  La  correspotidance  t6lc^phtqne  cntre  les  Elats  Ottomua  et  CCHX  de  Ut 
Perse  sera  faite  en  langue  Tuique,  Pertane,  Frau5aisie,  et  Augluise. 

Article  X.  Les  employes  du  Ullegraphe,  au  senrice  des  deux  Parties  Contractantes, 
fehangeroDt  kurs  conipt<'s  &  la  fin  de  cmque  moia,  et  cbaque  aemestie  ils  regieront  d^fini* 
tifenent  Jeun  compter  a  apr^s  F^ralnatioii  monftaire  awvante 


Seluii  Eeran  ....•-«.       4  0 

Toman         -  --     ...•80  0 

Franc           -  4  14 

Aim  -       1  0 

Article  XI.  La  pr^nte  Convention  aeia  mite  en  exfeation  &  respiration  de  quatre  moia 
et  plut6t  si  ccia  est  possible,  et  elle  Mva  en  vigueur  pendant  dia  ana  depuia  le  jour  de 

I'echange  des  ratifications. 

Artide  XII.  Cette  Convention  sera  ratifiee  par  Ifs  deux  Gouveroements  ct  les  ratified- 
iions  seront  ^chang^e»  a  Constantinople  dans  iV^pare  de  trois  mois  depuia  ce  jour. 

ConstanUnopie,  17  Djematiul-ahir,  1280  (le  28  Novcaibre  i863). 


(Tr.uislntion.) 

Article  I.  Thb  Persian  Goveritraeat  promises  to  extend  one  of  its  lines  of  telegraph  ta  a 
apot  aitoated  on  tbe  Ottoman  frontiera,  and  the  Ottoman  Government  on  ita  lide  engagea  to 

establii^h  a  branch  from  some  point  of  its  telegrafiliic  line  between  Scutari  and  Begoad  to 
the  spot  where  ihe  Persian  telegraphic  line  shull  be  carried. 

Aiticle  IL  It  was  agreed  upon  by  the  two  contracting  parties,  that  tbe  plaoe  culled 
Hankin  should  be  fixed  upon  as  th«  point  where  the  two  telegraphic  lines  should  meet ; 
however,  if  it  should  become  necessary  later  to  facilitate  or  increase  the  telegraphic  com- 
municafiuns  tlicv  tan  still  he  made  to  iiieeL  on  oiluT  points  of  the  frontiers. 

Article  III.  Tbe  Ottoman  Government  promises  to  allow  the  transmit  without  hindrance 
of  telegraphic  despatches  innsmitted  from  the  Peraian  Empire  or  from  a  State  which  ie  in 
telegraphic  communication  with  Persia,  addressed  to  the  Suites  of  His  Mfljcsty  the  Sultan, 
or  to  some  foreign  St^ite  which  is  in  tele^iraphic  conuntnnratiLin  wiih  the  Ottoman  Govern- 
ment; and  it  is  likewise  agreed  that  the  Persian  Govetimi  lU  will  admit  and  transmit  with- 
out hindrance  tele;;raphic  despatches  tinnsniiited  from  Turkey,  or  from  a  State  which  i»  in 
telegraphic  communication  with  the  Ottoman  Government,  addressed  to  Persia,  or  to  some 
fbrciiii)  J?t;ite  which  is  in  lelcj;;raphic  coinniunication  with  the  Peisiaa  Government 

The  telegraphic  despatches  of  Persia  in  the  Ottoman  States,  and  despatches  of  the  Otto- 
man Statei  in  Persia,  shall  ahare  tbe  same  advantages  and  obligations  as  their  respective 
home  desputches  or  tht  SL*  of  another  foreign  State. 

Article  lY.  The  two  conti-acting  parlies  engage  to  employ  tlie  Morse  apparatus,  actually 
employed  in  Europe,  for  the  transmission  ui'  the  telegraphic  despatches  whici)  they  will 
have  to  trunsmit;  and  likewise,  in  joining  the  Convention  of  Brussels  to  this  Treaty,  they 
establish  that  they  will  conform  in  all  thintts  to  the  clauses  of  tbe  aforesaid  convention  as 
r^ards  tbe  transmission  of  tolegrapliic  despatches. 

Article  V.  Tbe  telegraphic  despatches,  which  shall  be  exchanged  between  the  two  con- 
tmcting  parties,  ure  divided  into  two  classes:  1,  Persian  and  Ottoman  despatches,  which 
are  sent  from  one  of  the  telegraph  offices  of  one  of  the  afore-mentioned  Governments 
addressed  to  ihe  States  of  the  other;  and  2,  tlic  despatches  of  foreign  govemmeiits  wliieh 
pass  through  the  States  of  one  of  the  contracting  parties  to  a  foreign  destination. 

Article  Vl.  The  charge  for  despatches  of  the  first  category  is  fixed  at  3)1  paras  a  Jertahf 
or  20  paras  an  hour,  beginning  from  Hankin  to  their  destination.  This  charge  so  calcu- 
lated only  ati'ects  despatches  which  contain  20  words  or  le^s  than  that,  equally  in  the  Otto- 
man Empire  as  in  Persia ;  as  to  those  containing  more  than  20  woids,  they  will  be  charged 
10  piastres  for  eveiy  10  words  oreven  ftaetioo  St- 10  wonb-whicb  fliej  oonsiat  of. 

Article  VII.  Telegiaplue  des|MtdiM  of  the  second  cntegwy  will  be  cliMged  according  to 
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Aff*  N©.  <.      the  Convention  of  Brussels  ann-xed  to  the  present  Treaty,  only  when  they  pn«i-'  through  the 
——  Asiatic  dominioiiti  uf  the  Sultan  aud  by  the  Persian  Lines,  they  will  be  charged  in  the  afore* 

said  manner;  so  that  tiit?  cli-irge  on  despatches  which  belong  to  this  ^itegoiy  iviU  be  made 
at  the  office  established  on  the  Pernan  frontier  in  aah&  AmuM  aad  in  piiiatrai,  white  tki 
charge  of  diese  despetclies  m  the  puis  of  Bornpe  to  thdr  deilinitioB  AM  Iw  wmSm  in 
frHius,  iuul  this  syst(.'tn  uf  charg^e  shall  be  (ibs.rrvc(l  in  tbc  trurauMioB  tt  uSnf^njMt 
desj)atcl)Ls  (rum  the  Uttoiiuin  (io  t  inion^  to  the  East  Incih.:?, 

Article  VIII.  The  te-efrraphic  de>pati:he8  Itaving  Europe  by  the  Uttuioan  telegraph  lines 
addressed  to  countries  of  Asia  situaird  bt-yund  the  Persian  doiuinions,  end  tKose  tmnsniitted 
from  these  countries  to  thi-  Etnopean  ConiinenK  uvi  diviiifd  into  two  equal  paris,  of  which 
one  shall  pass  by  the  liises  of  llunkin  and  Persia,  and  th-  otlier  by  Bagdad  and  Biissorah. 

Article  IX.  The  telegraphic  corrcRpondence  between  the  Ottoman  Siutes  and  those  of 
Penia  shall  be  conducted  in  the  Tkirkiah,  Persian,  French,  and  English  lMi|range8. 

Article  X.  The  telegraph  officials  in  the  employ  of  the  two  contracting  parties  shall 
verify  their  accounts  at  th^  end  of  every  month,  and  every  six  months  they  will  definitely 
setUe  {btSr  accounts  aoooiding  to  llie  fiulowing  rate  of  exchange : — 

J'Uuiret.  Parmt, 

Sahib  Keraa  .----••-fi  0 
Toman  -  --  -.----/iO  0 
Franc      •••-»--«*4  14 

Abas  I  0 

Article  XL  The  present  Convention  shall  be  put  into  operation  at  the  end  of  four  months, 
and  sooner  if  it  He  jjofisible,  and  it  shall  continue  in  force  fbr  ten  yean  from  the  day  of  the 

exchange  of  rutificutions. 

Article  XII.  This  Couventiuu  t^hall  be  ratified  by  the  two  Governments,  and  the 
rutitii-utioQs  shall  bo  exchanged  at  Constantinople  in  the  space  of  throe  monUui  from 
this  day. 

Constantinople,  17  Djemasinl-ahir  1280  (28  November  1863> 


No.  88. 

Mr.  Erskine  to  Earl  RustelL — (Received  lU  December.) 

ily  Lord,  Constantinople,  9  December  1863. 

In  accordance  with  the  instruction  contaiiu  d  in  your  Tiordehip'a  Despatch  to  Sir  Henry 
Bolwer  of  the  dth  ultimo,  I  have  proposed  to  the  Porte  that  messages  ahouid  be  left  to  be 
forwarded  indifllBrentlv  by  dtlter  of  die  lines  of  telegraph  irliieh  are  bt^ng  conslrueteJ 
between  Bagda<l  and  j^ussorah  and  Bafrdiwl  inul  Khauiikecn. 

The  Porte  ha\  iup:  conwntcd  to  modify  tlie  arrangement  already  made,  in  the  sense 
anggested  by  tlie  India  Oftice,  I  have,  with  the  assent  of  Aali  Pasha,  drawn  up  an  ndd^ 
tif  ual  article  to  the  Protocol  of  the  20th  of  October,  cnibodyin<.'  the  projKtsal  of  a  mero 
rate  ut"  payment  for  the  two  lines,  which  was  signed  by  Aali  Pii^ha  and  myaelf  this  day, 
and  is  transmitted  to  your  Lordship  herewith,  in  original. 

As  the  Protocol  was  already  executed  when  your  Lordship's  Despatoh  reached  Cou- 
etantanople,  I  have  not  thofoght  it  advisable  to  propose  to  the  Porte  any  modifleaHmi  of 
Article  ;5 ;  but  I  have  inf  ormed  Aali  Pa;iha  that  all  communications  between  the  Tu  ki  h 
authorities  and  the  British  enfineers  who  arc  to  superintend  the  construction  of  the  lines 
should  be  nukle  through  Her  l^ea^a  Comnl  Ckmeral  at  Bagdad,  a  ooime  to  lAaak  ids 
Highness  wm  ^|;wltt  itmAf  to  aasen^ 

I  have,  &C. 
(sigMd)      £.  M,  Enkiiu, 


No.  89. 

Mr.  Enkmt  to  Earl  Buuett. — (Received  19  December.) 

Constantinople,  10  December  18G3. 
I  HAVE  the  honour  to  tranamit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Colonel  Keinball« 
Pier  Majesty's  Consul  General  at  Baxrdad,  reporting  on  the  ptesent  oonditiDii  «Ctl«  wnlta 
for  llie  inteodedlinB  of  telegiapb  to  BuMOcah. 

(aigiied)        JC  BMu. 
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Sir,  Bagdad,  18  Norember  18<3. 

I  HAD  the  honour  to  receive  yesterday  the  Honmirable  Mr.  Erskine's  De?i)atc'li  of  20tli 
ultimo,  tranemittinff  copy  of  tiie  Protocol  reiatiog  to  the  constnietion  and  working  of  the 
proposed  lines  of  telegraph  from  Bagdad  to  Buseorah  and  Kltaimkoen. 

By  my  tel^nun,  dated  7th  instant,  your  Excellency  will  have  learnt  that,  in  anticipa- 
tion of  the  onfcrs  now  received,  arraugementa  had  been  concluded  bet  w ecu  liis  iCxccUcncy 
Kamik  Pasha  and  myself,  for  uutlertaking  inimerliately  the  works  on  the  Bussorah  line. 
AccQidingly  the  aaii^^nieixtary  di«tcibutioa  of  matenAls  has  b«en  e4%)«(«d  ftt  di^rent 
pointo  along  the  first  asetion  to  Bflleh,  and  its  oonttruotioii  luw  been  commokced  by  Mr. 
Inspector  of  Telcgraphfl,  Joyce  Perceval,  Tiulian  Service,  witli  whom  i?  associated  Yuz- 
Basbae  Omer  Feizee  Etiomii.  Mr.  C'arthew  is  engaged  in  carrying  the  n-ires  across  this 
fiver  «nd  beyond  tbelinuto  of  the  town,  wMeb  purUcvur  duty  willbe  entrusted  to  him  to  all 
the  etations  where  ransts  or  wooden  pole«  must  of  ncccFsitj  be  substituted  for  iron ;  and  it  is 
my  intention  preeentJv  to  (k-pute  my  telegiajjh  atsLstiiuL,  ^Ir.  Greener,  at  Buiisorah,  to 
meet  the  non-commissioncfl  officer.  Royal  Engineers,  who  may  be  expected  to  anive  there 
about  tiie  S6tii  inaCaat,  and  to  supenntend  tbe  oonstniotioti  of  the  seotiona  north  and 
eeotb  of  liiat  place.  In  the  meontiDiie  the  cHstribntion  oT  dtores  at  the  intermediate 
statirinf'  between  Mf  liii'  Vi  and  Hilleh  wilt,  Tlntpe,  be  effectiMl :  ami  fo  soon  a^  tlu' -working 
partiee  arc  ready  at  eituer  end  to  undertake  the  intervening  sections,  where  alone  anv 
aefUMB  difficulties  may  be  apprehended,  I  propoee  myself  to  proceed  to  that  quarter, 
accompanied  hf  Banee  JBffendi,  the  oSeer  i^^iated  to  tiie  chaige  of  &e  TorkiBh 
Department. 

With  the  exception  of  a  email  remnant  dailjr  expected  fi-om  Bussorah  per  steamer,  the 
materials  aeeifpeafor  the  nee  of  the  Pevnan  hue  have  been  deposited  at  KhaoaJuen,  and 
those  requirea  for  MlMtni(rtio&  of  fte  Bagdad  EliBiiBkeni  section  arc  already  stored 
St  Bagdad* 

I  have,  &C. 
(dgned)      A,  B.  KembaJL 

No.  90. 

ICiu  Bmtmd  to  Mr.  MumUt^ 

Sir,  Forcifrn  Office,  22  December  1863. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  2d  of  Kovembet  last,  on  the  subject  of  tho 
Bagdad  and  Bnaiorab  telegraph,  I  am  directed  br  Earl  Rtimell  tb  tranamit  to  you,  to  be 
laid  before  ficOWitoT  Sir  Charles  IV o r  l,  tlic  accompanying  copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Her 
Jdftjea^s  Cbarg£  <rAffitires  at  Cooiitaatlnople,*  encloaing  an  additional  article  to  tin)  •  M0.8&. 
Protoool  of  the  20th  of  October,  signed  by  Aali  Fadia  and  Mnaaei^  embodying  tho  ang- 
jMliimacmrtaiiiadia  joBf  bafo»»<aw^ 

I  am,  tka. 

No.  91. 

Ub  AauMnrfto  Mr.  iMiwU^ 


Sir,  Foreign  Office,  98  Deocmber  I66a 

I  AM  directed  I  y  Earl  BnaseU  to  Transmit  to  vou,  for  the  information  of  Sir  Charles 
Wood,  the  accumpajiyiug  oop^  of  a  Despatch  and  of  its  eacjU)flure,  from  tier  Miyestjr's 
ChMCC^  d'Afiabres  at  Cowtayitmept%t  oimtawrfug  wAmatioB  roq^ectiqg  the  B^dad  «td  f  No.  89. 
Bmrrnrnh  tf fiMnri* 

  •     •  T  O- 

I  axB,  &0. 
(tlgnad)     JS,  MammomA 

No.  92. 

Mr.  Bammomi  to  Mr.  Mrrivalc 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  24  Deocmber  1863. 

I  AM  directed  by  Earl  EusbcU  to  trunssmit  to  you,  for  the  information  of  Secretary  Sir 
Charles  Wood,  a  copy  of  a  Despatch  from  Her  Majesty's  Charg6  d'Afiaires,  at  Con- 
Btantinople4  eiMdocijiig  a  tranalatiow  of  a  tel^praphio  couTontion  between  Xuckej  ia4  tKo.67. 

I  am,  &C. 
(signed)     JS»  HMmmauL  . 

0.43.  3  B  9 
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00BBE8P0NDBNGB  rdatiTe  to  Ibe  Famivigation  of  OnuK  MssiAiSBa, 


(Home  Department. — ^Electric  Tel^;nip]i.   No.  6  of  1861.) 

To  tfao  Bigkt  Hanonxable  Sir  Charlu  Wood,  Bart,  0.0.B.J  Sooreteiy  of  State 

for  India. 

Sir, 

Wixu  reference  to  your  deepatok,  No.  4,  dated  the  23d  of  March,  we  have  tbe 

honour  to  tnnanit  far  your  information  a  copy  of  tlie  papen 

To  oacfciiton  niteeMf  Otmtiri,  Wo.  ig. *B>».*1ftj*S"*'> noted  On  thc  inarmn,  relative  to  the  faleification  of  opium  mcs- 

TficgriLm  frum  c»potin  Mun»Y.  dytij «MiMg._^   sages  ueepatcheu  Iruni  ualle  to  rSombay,  and  also  to  au  attempt 

Tei«rimu>(  w Bomh^r.^dj^^  to  DnD©  0lfglMUers  at  the  hattani  omce.    A  lortlier  report  on 

r^'diuo?)^^  ■ ,.  ■  latter  oaae  and  on  other  similar  cases  has  been  promued  by 

*''SL'^i!^Z::*^r^X^^^^  the  Director  General  in  his  letter  of  the  5th  instant. 

I.  Report  by  c«paia  Mooavt  Ht  SliAilii ' 
I  of  a  canriM*  ifVawM  at  k 


*•  *"toS»y!*"  "-'"■^^^^r.    2.  As  regards  the  general  question  for  the  improvement  of 


«r  TriwiglM.  IUl  iMi, iMH  ^jjg  Department,  the  suggestions  made  by  the  Government  of 
Bombay  for  that  object,  as  well  as  for  the  amendment  of  the 
law  in  reipecfe  of  the  pnniBlimflnt  of  tlioee  oonoemed  in  fiddfying,  divulging,  or  tampering 
with  messagei,  will  no  taken  into  conpidcration,  in  connection  with  the  separate  XflpOKt 
referred  to  oy  Coktncl  Douglas  at  the  conclusion  of  the  letter  now  transmitted. 

We  have,  &c 
(qgned)  Cmining. 

Port  William,  •  M.  Bott. 

14  June  1661.  H.  B.  IF.  Frme. 

R,  Niofier, 

From  /f.  Gr^t  £a<i.,  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  India,  to  Major  C.  DougUu, 
OflBoiatiiig  ureotor  General  a£  Telegraphs  in  India  (No.  181);  dated  24tk  Jannny 
1861. 

The  attention  of  the  President  in  Council  has  been  drawn  to  the  statements  made  in  the 
"  Bombay  Times  "  ud  "  Standazd  "  of  the  lOtb,  12tb;  and  15th  inetMi^  oopifleof  which 


«n  fixivttded  hsnwi^rdKlire  te  ibn  alhged  fiilmfiffrtioiM  of  ep.iimaidneaB  fion  China, 
tmmutted  by  tlw  telegrapli  fimm  Galle. 

2.  The  Prcpidont  in  Council  docs  not  doubt  that  you  have  nlrcady  in'^titutcd  an  inquiry 
into  the  matter,  and  he  desires  me  to  signify  his  expectation  that  it  will  be  a  searching  and 
flnmnigh  one.  Ton  are  requested  to  report  the  result  to  Government,  takii^  in  the  mean- 
time %v}iat  steps  yon  may  think  proper  to  punish  the  guilty  parties,  if  they  are  discovered. 
The  Bombay  Government  has  been  requested  to  afiord  every  assistance  in  itti  power  to 
the  offioen  of  the  Telegraph  Department  in  prosecuting  their  inquiries. 


From  fF.  Greyt  Esq.,  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  India,  to  the  Secretary  to  the 
Government  of  Bombay  (No.  194) ;  dated  S4th  Jannary  1861. 

Ho.  181.  I  AM  directed  by  the  Pre.-^itlcnt  in  Couneil  to  forward  the  accompanying  copy  of  a  letter 

this  day  addressed  to  the  Officiating  Director  General  of  Telegraphs,  directing  liim  to 
institute  a  searching  inquiry  into  the  statements  made  in  the  "Bombay  Times"  and 
"  Standard,"  of  the  lOth,  12th,  and  15th  instant,  relative  to  the  alleged  falsification  of 
opium  advices  from  China  to  Bombay,  xnA  Galle,  and  to  request  that  tlie  Government  of 
Bcmbay  will  diteot  ito  officers  to  co-operate  with  tlie  Eleotrio -Telegraph  Deparlznent,  nd 
to  l^-ve  every  aaaiBtance  in  llieir  power  tavoida  the  deteetion  of  tlie  gniby  pwliei. 


Teleosax  &om  Captun  Murrmi,  Superintendent  of  Electric  Telecraph,  Western  Cirde* 
to  the  Secretaiy  to  the  Goyenunent  of  Indis ;  dated  88th  Jannary  1861. 

As  ("opies  of  mcHsapcti  arc  by  tinier  of  the  Director  General  pent  only  to  Calc;utta,  up  to 
present  date  I  have  not  been  able  to  take  any  steps  regarding  falsification  of  opium  mss* 
sages,  not  having  any  clue  as  to  where  the  alterations  were  made.  On  15th  instant»  a 
second  falsification  occurred  between  Rclgaum  and  Bombay ;  the  line  waa  cut  between 
Sattara  and  Poona ;  and  two  native  merchants  taken  into  custody  at  Sattara  for  bribeiy. 
Tiie  case  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  civil  andKnities  and  police.  On  Ulh,  I  tent  deteiled 
npoorfc  to  the  IMreetor  General. 
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XVom  IV.  Grey,  Eaq.,  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  India,  to  Major  C.  Dou</latf 
Offidatmg  iMiector  Greneral  of  Electric  Telegraphs  (No.  185);  dated  28th  Jaauaiy 
1861. 

I  AM  directed  by  the  President  in  Coancil  to  forward  to  you  the  aocompanpng  copy  of 
a  message*  received  from  the  SuperintcudL'iit  of  Telegraphs,  Western  Division,  in  rcj)ly  * 
to  « telegTBin  firom  me  of  the  25th,  regarding  the  recent  falsification  of  opium  messages 
between  G«n«  and  Bombay,  and  tc»  nquett  that  yon  tnll  call  upon  Ciqrtain  Momy  to 
explain  the  neglect  with  wnich  he  sceme  to  have  treated  a  matter  so  deeply  affecting  the 
character  of  the  department,  and  especially  why  he  did  not  communicate  with  you,  as 
the  head  of  di«  d«|Milinfltt^  immedutely  M  obtuned  infonnatim  of  theae  Unuidnleiit 


TfiLEGBAM  ih>m  the  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  India,  to  the  Chief  Secretaxj 
to  the  Govaniinent  of  Bombay;  dated  SSik  January. 

I  AK  to  request  that  the  police  may  be  directed  to  exert  themeelTes  to  the  utmost  in 
co-operation  v,-\xh  the  tch?gra]ih  officers  in  tracing  and  bringillg  to  pmudunont  tbo  partiw 
oonoeraed  in  the  recent  ^dsificalion  of  opium  messages. 

From  Lord  H.  Uliek  Broicne,  Under  Secretary  to  the  Govcmmcnt  of  India,  to  Migor 
C.  DotiglM,  Officiating  DivMtor  OeiMral  of  Tdegrapbi  in  India  (No.  4US);  S  March 
1861. 

I  AX  directed  to  call  attention  to  this  office  letter.  No.  185,  dated  the  28th  January  last, 
and  to  request  that  Captain  Murray's  explanation  of  the  neglect  with  which  he  treated 
the  matter  of  the  recent  fiUsilioatiion  of  opium  memgei  botweu  Galle  and  Bombay  may 
be  auhmitted  without  delay. 


From  Major  C.  Dom/lnn,  Officiating  Director  General  of  Telegrarihs  in  India,  to  Lord 
H.  Ulick  Browne,  Under  Secretary,  GuTernment  of  ludia  (jSo.  9131),  datod  the 
letii  Moidi  1861. 

In  reply  to  your  No.  41i,  dated  the  2ud  March,  and  in  reference  to  Home  Secretary's 
No  185,  of  the  28th  January,  requesting  me  to  cull  ujion  (  nptain  Mnn  ay.  Superintendent 
of  Telegraphs  in  Western  Divisiont  to  "  explain  the  neglect  with  which  he  seems  to  have 
treated  a  matter  (fhbilieafion  of  omtnn  messages)  so  deeply  afi^ting  the  charaeter  tS 

this  Department,  and  especially  wny  he  did  not  communicate  with  me  immediately  he 
obtained  iufunuiition  of  the  fraudulent  transactions,"  I  have  the  honour  to  state  that 
although  Captain  Murray,  while  replyins  to  Mr.  Grey's  telegram,  merely  mentioned  his 
havim;  re|)orted  the  circum5tancc  tn  mo  officially  on  the  18th  of  the  month,  he  had  on  the 
8th  idem  conunuuicated  with  me  privatelj'^  on  the  eubject.  Under  these  circumsstances, 
it  appears  to  me  that  the  imputation  ot  treating  the  matter  with  neglect  seems  to  be 
removed,  and  the  necess'ity  of  c.\|>l:ination  from  Captain  Murray  no  longer  exists. 

2.  A  report  of  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  fraud  will  be  submitted  to  Govern- 
ment «•  soon  as  llie  result  of  the  trial  of  Peetall  and  Allen,  tow  pendiiig  at  Bombay, 
beoomee  known. 


From  W,  Orey,  Esq.,  Secretary  (o  the  Government  of  India,  to  the  Director  Ci«nenl  of 
Electric  Telegrupha  (No.  829) ;  dated  29th  April  1861. 

In  continuation  of  the  corres]>ondence  noted  on  the  margin,  I  am  directed  to  forward  to  To DirectorGenaral 
you,  in  original,  the  accompanying  letter,  and  ita  enclosures,  from  the  Govemment  of  No.  lai,  dated  Mth' 
Bombay  (Na  496,  dated  the  19th  instant),  and  I  am  desired  to  express  the  liope  of  fbe  Januarr. 
Governor  General  in  Council,  that  a  full  and  clear  report  of  all  the  circumstances  connected  I'i'to,  No.  ISi^datsd 
with  the  recent  occurrenccM  at  Bombay,  may  shortly  bu  submitted,  am  promised  in  your  ^I^n^SSfcli 
letter  of  the  Ifith  ultimo.    The  case  has  attracted  the  attention  of  the  Secretuy  of  mate>  tflgu  limtiSfnifll 
and  the  Gk>Ternnr  General  in  Council  will  be  glad  to  be  able  to  finrward  your  report  to  ~ 
England  at  an  early  date. 

9.  In  the  present  letter  from  Ae  Bombay  Oovemment,  you  win  observe  tbat  some 

suggestions  are  made  for  the  improvement  of  tlie  Department.  These  you  are  requested, 
afler  careful  consideration,  to  reimrt  upon,  and  the  report  should,  if  possible,  be  submitted 
at  the  same  time  as  your  report  upon  the  Bombay  fiwnda;  It  wiUbe  eoofcniaiil^  hawwr, 

that  it  should  form  the  subject  of  u  separate  lettttRi 

Z.  The  return  of  the  ox^ginalenelosuies  is  leqiMBtiBd. 
0.43.  3  H  3 
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Fr.  :ii  Lieutenant  Colonel  C".  Douglas,  Offif^mtinfj  Director  General  of  Telci;raph*  in 
India,  to  H'.  Grey,  £sq.,  Secretarj  to  the  Govenuucnt  of  ladia,  (No  410);  dated 
5lih  June  1861. 

Ik  continuation  of  my  No.  9131,  of  the  16tli  March,  and  in  reply  to  your  No.  829,  of 
die  29th  ultimo,  wherein  the  GtoTernor  General  in  Council  cxnreHsed  a  hope  fhat  a  fidi 
report  of  all  the  circuinstanres  c(mncctod  with  the  recent  fai.^ific  nti  ins  of  meaaageaBt 
Bombay  might  be  shortly  submitted,  I  have  the  honour  to  report  iis  fuUonrs: — 

2.  At8h.  45  m.  a.  m.,  ot  the  31 8t  of  last  December,  the  Bteamer  "  Pckin,"  from  China, 
arrive<l  at  Galle,  brining  the  nsnal  public  commercial  intelligence,  and  numerons  private 
despatcheo,  for  tnui8ini«M0ii  bv  tele<;raph  to  mercbanto  in  Bomlny,  regarding  the  price  of 
opinni  at  the  date  eteamer  left  Hnn?  Kong.  The  eomineraal  news,  by  a  rule  of  the 
TJcimrtnit  nt  taking  precedence  of  all  otiiri"  mes-riirc.a,  ^vn3  first  transmitted,  and  reai  htd 
Bombay  at  12  h.  45  m.  of  the  same  day,  and  wa«  publidbed  for  the  information  of  the 
public.  The  private  meaaagee  followed  in  dae  coufm^  and  were  received  by  the  Yarions 
merchants  to  whom  they  were  addressed. 

3.  In  consequence  of  the  prees  of  work  on  our  line?,  usual  on  the  arrival  of  mail 
etoauiurs,  some  of  these  private  messages  did  not  reach  Bombay  till  the  following  day,  and 
in  all  such  there  was  a  great  discrepancy  in  the  quotations  of  Opium,  as  compared  with 
the  mett^agcs  of  the  previoua  doY,  and  it  was  evident  that  the  meseages  of  the  one  or  other 
of  iheec  days  had  been  falrified.   Hie  extent  to  wKfcb  this  falaificatioii  wm  enrried  oo^ 

and  it^' nature  will  [lerliape  be  inoro  clearly  undor-tood  frotti  the  fitUowillg  table,  giving 
extracts  from  the  Opium  quotations  in  the  original  messages. 


of 

Metngei. 

Correet. 

Falsifiad. 

Rkte*  of  Opium  m  Tebfr«pbod  from  Galle. 

R«tc*  of  Opimn  ai  iwitf«d  i 

Public  aewa 

Mtlwa 

Pataa  - 
Benam 

■  * 

-  67^ 

.«0#loooo 
•  866 

Mahvn 

Palna       -        -  • 
Benarea  omitted. 

-  Sift 
•  MS 

Private,  iTeu  1  - 

Bonaree 

MalwB 

a  m 
w  m 

•  <* 

*  m 

800 
680 

Private,  No.  2  - 

Benares 
Market  fina 
Malwa 

p  • 

800 
290 

Uenarcs  ... 
Market  dull. 
Malwa  oaiitud. 

760 

Priv«likNo.a  • 

Benares  < 

Malwa 

Markatfinn 

a  m 
* 

*  * 

900 
680 

«  , 

Ifarket  doU. 

Frivatv,  ITo.  4  - 

Malwa 
Pataa  > 

a  m 

m  * 

675 
900 

Frivatt^  Na.  a  - 

HeagKe^ 

IftthOeee 

inbar- 

80« 

Biem^  Keng^  »tk  Deoeml 

bar    -  tu 

Privite,  K&  6  • 

PktnayMOn 

loiadoaUc 

- 

195 

Pataa,  MO  more  donUe 

100 

Private  No.  7  - 

Malwa 

«S» 
640 

Malwa    -     -  - 

Private  Ka  8  - 

Malwa 

150 
276 

Patna     -      -  - 

•  ISO 

«  soo 

Pdvate,  No.  0  • 

Malwa 
Beoam 

• 

• 

075 
000 

4.  The  intention  of  the  instigators  of  this  fraud  was  evidently  to  lower  lihe  value  of  Ae 
drug  in  the  Bombay  market,  u.»  it  will  he  observed,  that  in  every  inatance,  two 
exceptions  in  the  quotations  rcgardinf^  Malwa,  and  with  but  one  exception  la  ihose 
regarding  lienarcs  and  Patna,  the  value  of  the  dru[:  was,  in  the  former  case,  lowercil  by 
30  doUarib  and  that  of  the  two  latter  by  GO  doUara  per  oheet,  while  in  evervJiiateiMa 
vhna  the  atate  of  die  narlciel  baa  been  given  "  ¥Snn,  *  tt  baa  been  Whanged  ta  **  UulL*  X 
mttlt  here  remark  that  the  original  of  every  w^esa^e  ti  ansnnttc  l,  rL°  t7cH  as  the  aofiia 
of  ench,  taken  en  route  at  repeating  atationa,  are  tbrwardcd  to  the  complaint  oflfioa  Ib 
Calcutta,  where  diepiDgrcss  of  eveij  memge  can  be  traced^  the  time  of  its  receipt  into^ 
and  despatch  from,  every  eiffice  ie  knowii,  ae  alao  the  name  of  the  deepatflhingaad  raoaiving 
Bignallera.  .... 

5.  iminediateiy 
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5.  Iniinediatelv  on  receipt  of  these  mes^agea  in  Calcutta  from  the  varioua  offices,  they  A|l|p«N<kC. 
were  examiocd,  and  the  result  showed  that  no  error  or  fakificatioa  had  occurred     £ur  u  ' 
Belgaam.   This  station  wu,  at  tiM  ti»e,  working  direct  witii  Bombay,  to  whioh  tlM  ThetiotMaaof  tiio 

mc-sri^^es  were  siguallcd,  and  in  the  copies  iu  llie  Bombay  office  only  did  the  falsification  offi«ea  between  Bel- 
appear.    It  then  seemed  almoiit  certain  tliat  either  the  tnuismitting  signaller  at  Belgaura,         and  Bombay 
or  the  reeetviiig  signaller  at  Bombay,  was  guilty  of  making  these  falsifications,  though  it  ^e^^gjj'^^^^IJJ^ 
was  certainly  poaiiible  tliat  the  perversion  might  have  been  effected  by  the  wgnaUera  at  ^ 
any  of  the  intenuediate  stations  of  Kolap)re,  Sattara,  or  Poonab,  but  still  it  was  not  pro- 
ImMe,  a-  sucli  an  arranm'iiicnt  ccnM  scarcely  have  been  carried  out  v\  itli<uit  the  complicity 
of  the  assirtaut  in  charge,  and  the  whole  estabUshment  of  dgnaUcrs  on  duty,  as  it  would 
liave  neeesmtseed  the  i^mating  tff  each  meeuge  at  the  etatkm  where  it  was  desired  to 
filsify  them,  instead  of  allowing  them  to  paes  through  wltliout  repolitiou  in  the  usual 
manner,  each  intermediate  office  being,  as  it  were,  simply  a  portion  of  the  main  line. 
Whole  this  examination,  however,  was  in  progress  in  Calcutta,  tne  solution  of  the  questiom 
was  anriTed  at  in  Bomfaiaj,  in  the  felbwing  manner. 

6.  An  interruption  to  tdt  ^i.ijili  cnnmiunirntion  occurred  between  that  station  and 
Poonaon  the  3rd  January,  und  cm  tljjc  inspector  passing  down  the  line  iu  view  to  ascertain 
fte  cause,  he  discovered  tbar  it  hod  been  eut«  and  the  ends  rejoined  by  a  niece  of  oopj^ 
wire,  Tlie  interruption  bad  lioen  rnnpcd  hv  one  of  the  fastening-*  of  the  OOppcr  WUC 
(w'nch  bad  been  inipcirfectlv  connected  with  the  main  line)  slipping  ofi'. 

7.  It  was  now  apparent  that  the  falsification  of  messages,  wliich  occurred  on  tlie  3Ist 
December,  had  been  effected  by  some  person  or  persons  intimately  accjuainted  with  our 
code  of  sucnals,  and  wirh  the  namr^  of  the  signallers  at  l^elf^unm  and  lionibay,  who  had 
cut  the  fine  at  the  place  discovered,  in^ertoU  an  insti'ument,  and  received  the  messages 
frotu  Bel^aum  in  the  name  of  a  signaller  at  Bombay,  and  transmitted  them  (falsified )  to 
Bombay  m  the  name  of  a  signaller  at  Belgaum.  It  appears  that  the  opium  speculators 
implicated  in  tWs  business  at  Bombay  must  have  become  possessed  of  tne  correct  quota- 
tions of  opium  previous  to  the  receipt  (if  tlic  pultlie  news  mc.^sa^c  ;  for  (and  a.s  if  in  im- 

£atience  of  the  delay  in  the  arrival  of  the  public  news  message  which  they  knew  would 
e  falsified),  they  caused  a  feirged  messai^  to  be  posted  ontside  the  receiving  office  in  the 
fort  in  a  verandah  convenient  to  thAt  and  other  public  offices,  but  at  some  little  distance 
from  the  place  on  which  thetie  rcporLs  are  always  exhibited,  and  bearing  the  signature  of 
tlie  aasistlUlt  ia  dbarge  of  the  Bombay  tekjpapK  office,  which  had  been  cut  from  an  old 
notice  reporting  the  arrival  of  the  Ei^lish  mail  steamer  Nubia"  at  Madias.  This 
forged  message  conveyed  the  same  intcihgenoc  as  the  falsified  public  news  message  sub* 
sctiucntly  rcceivod,  and  was  discovered  h  v  one  of  tlie  clerks  of  the  receiving  office  shortly 
after  it  had  been  posted,  and  was  removed.  It  does  not  appear  that  any  notice  was  issued 
firom  the  Bombay  telegraph  office  warning  the  public  against  aeoepting  the  oorreetoeae  of 
the  public  news  message,  the  receipt  of  wliicii  had  been  anticipatcn  by  a  palpable  forfjery, 
nor  is  it  shown  how  the  parties  who  caused  the  fictitious  message  to  be  posted  up  outside 
tiie  xeodving  office  became  acquainted  with  the  intelligence  before  the  receipt  of  dM 
public  news  message,  but  it  is  clear  that  it  must  have  been  effected  through  the  ageiloy 
of  tlie  telegraph.  All  private  messages  received  into  the  Bombay  office  prior  to  Ae 
arrival  of  the  public  news  message  have  been  exandued,  but  none  have  been  discovered 
which  it  is  considered  could  have  conveyed  the  particulars  of  tixo  coming  puUic  news 
message  cMier  openly  or  by  a  concealed  meaning.  It  is,  therefore,  aup|K)eed  that  the 
railway  telcfrrapb  mwit  have  been  em]»loyed  for  this  purpose.  This  supposition  is 
etrengthened  the  tact  that  there  is  a  railway  station  at  Khandalia,  near  to  the  place 
irlme  llw  line  »  eat 

8.  AppUeatum  dionld  bave  been  made  for  permission  to  search  the  reeoids  «f  tbe  raiK 

way  eoni}>anyV  office  in  view  to  aec  ri  lin  if  my  sueb  incs.sa^c  bad  been  sent.  For 
although  the  transmission  of  private  telegrams  is  in  contravention  ol'  the  terms  of  their 
license,  I  bayaalieady  j»ointed  out  to  Government  iamy  No.  9036  of  lltb  March,  that 
tbe  license  ia  constantly  infringed  by  the  railway  company  on  this  side  of  India,  and  as 
the  practice  was  with  some  difficulty  put  a  stop  to  in  tiie  case  of  G.  L  F.  liailway  Com- 
pany at  Bombay,  it  is  not  impirobaoto  tbat  uus  company's  tetegnph  may  have  be«i  the 
of  transmitting  the  prhate  memega  m  qnestioit. 


9.  Ae  soon  as  it  became  kncAvn  that  the  line  had  been  cut,  the  police  were  i)ut  on 
tbe  alert,  and  every  effort  was  made  to  (£sa>ver  the  guilty  party,  but  without  any 
Mmh; 

10.  Having  Asposed  of  -Ae  ftlsHIoation  of  the  31  st  December,  we  now  oome  to  the 

cmisideration  of  thoHC  of  the  15tb  January,  as  it  has  been  shown  that  the  inquiry  thus 
far  had  merely  proved  the  fact  of  falsificaUon.  On  the  15th  January,  tlie  steamer 
*  Ottawa"  amvea  at  Galle  from  China,  bringing  mesfl^pea  for  transmisfflon  as  on  the  lu^t 
occasion  of  the  arrival  of  the  "  Pekin."  'riiese  messages  were  duly  transmitted,  and 
afVer  die  receipt  of  the  public  news  message  at  13  hours  45  minutes  on  the  15th,  and 
four  jprivate  messages,  an  interru])tion  occurred  between  I'oonah  and  Sattarali,  tbua 
■topping  the  receipt  of  any  other  meBM^  ior  that  day»  Communioation  vna  xettored  the 
foUcHriiy  momisg,  the  16tt*  at  and  Bombay  waa  plaead  ia  vanmmimAn  viA 
Bellazy,  and ib»  man^gaa  of  lihtt pmitm •temag  wect nfiaated,  lAmhwmikmnni 
OAi.  3  u  4  tbat 
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that  tlie  quotations  had  been  a^-iln  faleificcL  The  ftjOowing  TiU«  Will  Atonr  til*  pwtioiH 
lara  oi'  the  ^uotAtkms  in  thoee  messages : — 


Comet  BafAi 

FabiilcdBata. 

•r 

Public  News 

New  Pataa  • 

900  dollara 

New  Pataa - 

seo  dollars. 

New  Bco 

900 

New  Bmmuks 

880 

Malwa  - 

MS 

Malm 

680  tadi^  nomiaal 

PalBO 
Milwft 

670  tadSf  BamiiHl 

Ualiw  - 

MO    n  n 

«♦   »  ft 

Pntim 

001 

Patna        -  - 

SSI 

Benares- 

• 

901 

Benares     >  « 

881 

Malwm  • 

* 

OS 

Malwa 

AS 

Patna  - 

75 

Pataa 

70 

Mahra  - 

• 

10 

Malwa 

6 

Prirate,  No.  2  - 

Patna  . 

277 

Patna 

257 

Malwa  • 

ISO 

Malw» 

137 

BUIs  . 

323 

Bills  ... 

286 

Piimte,  No.  a  • 

Patna  • 

«7 

Pataa 

SO  lower 

Malwa  • 

m 

5  lower 

Malwa 

16  „ 

Patoa 

880 

Malwa 

60S 

Market  dulL 

11.  The  latter  message  was  not  transmitted  from  Galle,  and  appears  nowhere  but  in  tiie 

Bombay  Office,  and  it  would  seem,  therefore,  to  have  originated  at  the  ])lace  where  the  line 
was  cut,  and  to  have  been  the  one  on  which  the  speculators  o}>eruteil.  It  will  be  observed 
that  it  giTBB  the  exact  quotation  of  the  falsified  commetoial  neve,  and  this,  by  a  precon- 
certed arrangement,  could  easily  be  understood.  The  drcumstanoes  under  wUch  these  falsi- 
fications  occurred  were  identical  with  those  of  the  Slst  December.  The  messages  were  all 
correctly  rcc<  i\  >  i  as  fur  as  Belgaum,  and  trnnHmirted  from  that  station  direct  to  Bombay, 
where  the  fraud  first  made  its  appearance.  On  the  morning  of  the  6th,  after  comraunicar 
tion  had  been  restored,  and  the  taisificationB  had  become  eviclent,  it  was  reported  by  tel^ 
graph  by  Inspector  Miller  from  Fonnnh,  wlio  had  just  returned  after  restoring  comumni- 
cation,  which  had  been  interrupted  since  the  previous  evening,  that  on  arriving  at  the 
plaoe  of  interruption,  situated  on  a  bill  about  four  miles  from  Aoaah,  ho  fonnd  uie  wire 
cut,  and  battexj  materials,  consisting  of  salt,  sulphate  of  copper,  broken  glasses,  strewn 
about  the  ground.  He  also  picked  up  several  pieces  of  paper  containing  scraps  of  mes- 
sage? ;  on  one  piece  was  written,  "  "\\'hcn  the  price  of  Patna  in  above  890,  we  nhoxild 
lower  50  rupees,  and  take  Maneek  Chaimd^s  name,  iihould  the  price  bo  less  than  890, 
we  ehouJcl  higher  60,  and  take  Tar»  Cbaund*e  name."  He  reported  theae  drcumstanoea 
to  the  deputy  mafrl.-tratc  at  Poonah,  and  on  making  inquiries  in  the  village,  he  ac^certnined 
that  two  EuroiM  aii:?  had  Lecu  encamped  on  the  spot,  whom  he  traced  to  the  Poouali  J:lail- 
way  station.  The  papers  alluded  to,  which  were  found  by  Inspector  MUler  in  a  very 
dirty  state,  were  forwarded  to  Mr.  Wickham,  the  deputy  superintendent,  who,  after 
cleaning  and  washing  them,  discovered  the  name  of  G.  Pectall.  This  lad  had  but  five 
daye  ]-rt:viuuslv  ]»eeu  tlisinisscd  tlif  (iovernnient  Telegraph  Department  for  refusing  to 
proceed  to  a  distant  out-station  i  and  on  the  occasion  of  the  first  falufication,  on  the  31st 
December,  he  bed  been  abeent  without  leaTe  from  die  96tb  December  to  the  2d  Jeauaiy; 
and  doubtless  dnrinfr  this  period  he  had  rontrived  to  remove  undetected  a  space  ilUtmilient 
from  the  Bomliay  OtHee,  by  means  of  which  the  faldifieatiou  was  eti'ccted. 

12.  On  comparing  the  writins  on  these  papers  with  that  of  PectaU's  in  the  office 
zeeorda,  lliej  were  foinid  to  be  iMnticaL 

13.  Mr.  Wickham  then  proceeded  towards  Poenab.  On  reaching  Compoolie  Rwlway 
station,  he  learnt  that  Pectall  had  been  formerly  emi)loyed  in  the  railway  company's 
telegraph,  and  had  endeavoured  to  borrow  an  instrument  from  the  Compoolie  office  about 
the  2nth  December,  but  did  not  succeed.  Ou  reacliln<^  Poonah,  Mr.  ickham  succeeded 
in  traci^  the  Europeans  who  had  encamped  at  the  place  where  thel  ine  was  cut,  to  the 
bouse  ofs  Goaneee,  who  stated  tiuit  two  salube  slept  at  bis  cofTee  ebed ;  ihat  the^  IdFit  fbr 
two  days,  when  they  returned,  and  again  slept  there.  He  did  not  know  who  they  were, 
but  from  his  description  Mr.  Wick^m  recognised  one  as  being  the  lad  Pectall.  The 
QfMmese  fiirtber  slated  that  die  ealtibs  employed  oodies  to  oaxry  their  baggage  ficom  Mo 
house. 

14.  Mr.  Wickham  then  proceeded  to  the  railway  station  in  search  of  these  ooolies,  and 
wlule  in  conversation  with  the  head  signaller  at  the  railway  office,  he  learnt  that  Pectall 
eaid  another  penon*  not  known  to  him,  had  been  there  on  the  efeoiiv  of  the  13tb. 

15.  After 
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15.  After  some  little  difBcalty,  two  ronlicp  were  fonod  who  accompaniecl  flie  Europeans 
from  the  house  of  the  Goanese.  One  of  these  men  stated  that  he  and  four  uUier  coolies 
■accompaoMd  the  two  Earopeati^  to  ;i  village  called  Babee-lm-Wachee)  the  place  where 
tlic  line  wnf  cut,  ahout  four  mili  s  off,  oarryinp;  with  them  a  tent,  a  box,  and  a  hat-liet; 
tliat  they  jjitched  the  tcul,  cut  the  Iclegraiih  liuti,  and  cunuected  it  with  a  machine  which 
tlie  eahibs  "  constructed."  That  they  remained  there  part  of  that  day  and  the  whole 
of  that  nighty  u  abo  the  next  day  and  night,  and  that  thev  left  on  tne  day  following ; 
alio,  that  they  told  the  cooliea  that  they  were  employed  by  the  Gbvenunent  in  repairing 
the  line. 

16.  With  this  evidence  Mr.  Wickham  called  upon  Mr.  Forgett,  the  Jeputy  eoniiiilsHinuer 
of  police  in  Bombay,  and  by  his  assistance  Pcctall's  appearance  wa?  t)ljtr»iiu'i!.  Ifu  wae  in- 
stantly recc^niscd  by  the  Goanese  and  the  coolies  a-s  our  of  tiii>  pi  r.-ons  wlio  had  sh-pt  at  the 
coffee-house,  and  had  encamped  and  cut  the  line  at  Bahee-ba-Wachec.  Pet^iali  tl  en  .-aid 
that  he  had  been  to  the  place  in  questiim,  and  that  he  was  accompanied  by  a  peitiuJi  uumcd 
Allen,  who  it  appears  was  dismissed  from  this  department  in  1857.  This  person,  Allen, 
waa  in  like  manner  reooguiaed  by  the  Goanese  and  the  cooliea  as  the  peraon  who  had 
accompanied  PectalL  They  were  then  handed  oyer  to  the  police,  and  while  m  custody 
Pectau  confessed  to  one  "f  the  European  constables  that  thry  hud  Ix  , n  luilir  d  by  :i  native 
to  cut  the  line  and  faJsil'y  the  messages.    They  accompanied  the  cuustablc  to  a  house,  and 

¥>inted  out  a  man  named  Bam  Chund  Kem  Chund  as  the  person  who  had  bribed  them, 
his  person  ^va^  nrre^ted,  but  released  the  ioUowing  morning  aa  there  wm  not  auffioient 
evidence  to  pruuc^cd  with  the  case. 

17.  Pcctall  and  Allen  were  subsequently  brouglu  tu  trial  at  the  last  criminal  gcssion* 
for  cutting  the  telegraph  lino  and  falsifying  the  messages  en  revtSt  found  guiltjj  and  sen- 

tcneed  1<i  imprisonment  with  hard  labour  for  18  montlis. 

18.  The  case  was  entrusted  to.  the  Government  eolicitor«  and  although  it  was  a  matter 
of  general  belief  m  Bombay  tiiat  the  penom  Fectall  aocuaed  was  the  guilty  party,  it 
wae  the  opinioa  of  the  adidtor  that  sufficieiit  eiddeiuse  could  not  be  obtauied  to  tancn  % 

conviction. 

19.  It  will  scaieely  be  necessary  for  me  to  point  out  to  Government  the  total  inade- 
Qiiaej  of  the  ])unislm)cnt  to  the  offence  of  which  Pectall  and  Allen  were  found  guilty.  I 
observe  that  the  sabieot  has  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Supreme  GovemmcTit  by 
tile  Government  of  Bombay,  and  I  consider  it  most  desirable  that  the  earliest  opportunity 
should  he  taken  for  making  the  hr.v  niueh  iriore  etft'ctive  for  the  pumflhment  of  peraons 
who  may  Ite  inuiid  guilty  of  tampering  willi  tiie  t(  l(  graph. 

20.  The  result  of  the  trial  is,  I  am  of  opinion,  moet  unsatisfactory,  terminating,  as  it 
has,  in  the  comparatively  slight  punishment  of  two  boya,  while  the  instigators  of  the  iraudf 

for  whom  searech-  aii\'  puni-^liiiieiit  would  hme  fieen  too  tcvcrc,  hnve  cscajied  free.  This, 
I  consider,  is  in  purl  aiiributikbie  to  the  defects  of  the  law  in  the  nature  of  the  punishment 
it  awards.  Had  the  persons  been  transported  beyond  India,  it  appears  to  me  mt  jwisoBefa 
would  have  had  great  difficulty  in  securing  their  rewanl,  and  would  in  consequence  have 
been  liir  less  likely  to  have  screened  the  instigators ;  whereas,  as  the  case  now  stands, 
they  have  simply  to  remain  in  jirison  tor  IS  niontlis,  mi  lea\  ing  whieli,  tlieir  nu-re  presence 
in  die  neighbourhood  of  Bombay  will  be  a  sufficient  guarantee  for  the  full  pay  mint  from 
the  inflti;;atora  of  the  reward  of  their  silence.  The  depositions  taken  before  the  ma^dstrate 
at  Sattara,  wliicli  iiecoinpanr  your  letter  uudcr  reply,  re<;ardlng  a  ea?^e  of  bribery  in  the 
Sattara  Office,  will  be  reported  u[(on  in  a  future  letter,  and  the  opportunity  will  be  taken 
of  reporting  on  other  casea  of  a  similar  nature  which  have  lately  occurred  at  Indore,  and 
with  reference  to  the  second  paragraph  of  your  letter,  I  shall  also  make  the  question  of 
proposed  departmental  improvement,  as  suggested  by  the  Government  of  Bombay,  the 
subject  of  a  separate  communicatioiik 

21.  The  origitial  enclomrea  of  your  letter  are  returned,  aa  i«qiiested« 


.No.«.  / 


From  A.  D.  Robertsm,  Esq.,  Acting  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  Boniliay,  to 
W.  ('r>ii,  Esq.,  Sec  retary  to  the  Govenmient  of  India  (No.  49G);  dated  iU  April  1861. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  (No.  194).  dated  24th  January  1861,  reprding  the 
falsification  of  opium  advices  from  China  to  Bombay,  I  am  directed  to  transmit  to  you  a 
report,  dated  the  Gth  February  last,  from  Captain  "Murray,  as  also  a  further  letter  from 
him  (No.  68),  dated  8th  idem,  with  accom|)animcnts,  together  witii  a  memorial  to  the 
Supreme  Government,  drawn  up  by  a  CnmiQittcc  appoirite  1  Iiy  a  ineellng  of  merchants 
and  others  who  assembled  to  consider  the  present  condition  of  the  Telegraph  Department, 
toother  with  a  copy  of  the  "  Bombay  Times** and  **  Standard"  of  the  26th  March,  >  on- 
taining  an  account  of  the  trial,  at  the  Inpt  criminal  ?c?.~ions,  of  the  two  piOTallers  charged 
witli  interruntiug  the  transmission  of  messages  by  cutting  the  wire  near  roona,  and  copy 
of  papers  relating  to  the  trial  of  two  natives  at  Sattara  n»  an  attempt  to  bribe  wgnallers 
bcloii«^ng  to  the  dcpartmeitti. 

2.  The  fonner  of  these  pepecs  kare  been  retained  pending  the  xesnlt  of  the  trial  before 
0.48.  31  the 
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Jlpp.No»  •*      ^^'^  Supreme  Court,  as  it  was  hoped  that  one  of  these  prisoners  might  tnm  Queen's  e\i- 
__  dence  ai^ainst  the  parties  hy  whom  they  were  inati^rated,  and  that  the  whole  of  the  fraudn* 

lent  nracticus  oonn«ctcd  >rith  the  department  mi^ht  be  laid  bare.  This  hope  was  fnia> 
trat«d,  but  Government  believe  that  the  fuct«  which  have  been  elicited  ou  th(!  triiila  both 
at  Bombay  and  Sattara  will  euiheiently  indicate  to  the  Government  of  India  the  weak 
points,  both  iu  the  law  relating  to  electric  telegraphs  and  in  lihe  depMrtneittal  working  «f 
It,  as  to  enable  that  Government  to  apply  remedies  to  the  case. 

3.  It  appears  to  hk  EzoeUency  in  Council,  that  whilst  making  tho  law  more  effective 
for  the  punishment  of  all  concerned  in  the  tampering,  falsifying,  or  dlvulgin-^,  or  in  insti- 
gatmg  the  tampering  with,  fal«ifyin<;.  or  <livu!';In'i  ol'  tt'li'^rariifj,  tliat  more  fffiricnt 
depflrtmentHl  arrangements  should  be  adopted  to  enable  the  othcers  who  have  chaive  of 
the  (kpFutment  to  ascertain  tiurongfa  whom  th«  meesa^s  have  been  transnritted.  From 
the  inquiries  which  have  been  made,  it  has  been  a.scertained  that  by  the  system  at  present 
in  force  no  such  record  is  left  in  the  records  of  the  department.  At  each  of  the  repeating 
RtoAioiM,  also,  well  paid  and  trustworthy  signallers,  through  'vdiom  atone  all  confidenliu 
messages  should  be  transmitted,  should  be  entertained. 

4.  The  practice  of  MgnalUng  by  private  cypher  should  also  be  encouraged,  by  lowering 
die  charges,  so  as  to  aUow  of  groups  of  five  figures  to  be  charged  as  one  word,  as  was 
fimnaily  the  case. 


From  Captain  71.  Murray,  Superintendent  of  Tck^rraplis,  Western  Division,  t(i  the 
Secretary  to  the  Government  of  Bombay  (No.  66);  dated  6  February  1861. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Govenunent  Besolution  (No.  136), 
dated  the  5th  instant,  and,  for  the  information  odT  the  Government  of  Bombay,  to  report 
tiie  following:  -  - 

1.  The  examination  of  10  of  the  messages  rnntaininp  opium  quotations,  sent  from  Galle 
to  Bomba)  oii  ihc  31st  December,  shows  lluit  uU  ihuse  messagcji  were  correctly  received 
into  the  lielgaum  Office,  and  that  only  one  of  them  was  correctly  rci'ci\  c(l  into  Bombay 
Office,  the  remaining  nine  having  been  falsified  either  in  the  Belgaum  or  BiMubay  Office, 
or  at  Booie  intermediate  office  or  pince.  The  written  copies  of  the  messi^es  as  sent  Irom 
T?elir:imn  to  Bombay  are  lorrt'c-t  :  luit  this  is  no  proof  that  the  messages  tcloj^najilicd  by 
the  signallera  were  word  for  word  the  same  as  the  written  copies,  as  there  is  nothing  to 
prevent  the  ngnallers  sending  with  them  any  alterations  tiiey  na.j  ddnk  proper  to  miun; 
neither  are  flicrc  nny  means  of  proviuLT  liow  they  may  have  sent  them,  and  tli  ■  '  Tr^ct 
words  iu  wliicL  they  were  received  ki  the  Bombay  Office,  nor  tluit  the  siguiiller!*  ui  iiie 
Bombay  Office  recorded  them  as  transmitted  by  telegraph  from  Belgaum.  It  is  therefor© 
quite  impossible  to  determine  if  the  falsifications  were  perpetrated  at  Belgaum  or  Bouibay. 
The  only  message  out  of  the  10  referred  to,  eorreetly  received  in      Bombay  Offioe,  waa 

sigivillfil  1)y  the  assistniit  at  BclLiunn  to  t!i<'  iis.-i.-^tant  at  Bomb*y;  bttt  tUs  faot  pvOT«| 

nothiiit,'  liL-yond  exculpating  both  as-istants  from  blame. 

2.  Tlic  messages  of  the  15th  January  have  not  yet  been  received  from  Calcutta,  bat 
four  of  tliem  were  examined  prerious  to  being  .«ent  to  Calcutta,  and  were  all  found  to  hO 
fal.-^ified.  One  of  the  rnessuges  so  exaiiiined  was  the  Commercial  Bulletin,  the  a«!=!5?t:mt 
and  two  of  the  t^ignallers  wore  eat  h  taking  a  copy  of  it  from  the  instrument  on  the  «|uota- 
lions  of  Patna  opium  being  given  at  OOO  (hefi  re  another  word  was  signalled),  a  correction 
was  signalled,  and  after  some  minutes  delay  850  was  substituted  for  900,  the  850  being  a 
fiilsilication;  thus  proving  that,  as  far  as  the  fal^cfieatioa  of  the  messagee  of  the  15tli 
Jaauary  were  concerned,  the  Domhay  Office  was  blameless. 

.3.  On  the  Mlh  .Tar.tiary  tlio  Briinl-ny  nierchants,  natives.  nfTercd  liribcB  to  the  lutsistant 
in  charge  of  tlie  .SalUita  Ortice,  ii  be  would  detain  the  next  Cliina  utws  six  hours;  the  two 
men  were  taken  into  custody  tm  tiie  15di  Jami&r}',  and  have  been,  I  am  infocned,  senteaced 
to  imprisonment  with  hard  Jabour  for  six  months,  and  u  fine  of  200  rupees  each. 

4.  On  the  Idth  January,  after  the  Commercial  Bulletin  and  four  other  memages  bad 
been  received  from  Galle  (all  of  them  falsified),  comronnication  appears  to  have  been 

luiprrroi  t  lu  Tw  r.  n  Sattara  and  Poona  till  9.30  pm.,  when  iutorruptiorj  was  rrjuiranl.  On 
the  line  being  examined  early  on  the  monting  of  the  16th  January,  it  was  tbund  to  be  cut 
about  four  or  five  miles  from  Poona,  and  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  where  it  was  cut  were 
scattered  about  the  hbris  of  iiiiiher8,  Gmves'  cp1!>%  jiul]  hate  of  copper,  !kc.  &r.  fthe  mate- 
rials necesi*ary  for  a  ijaJlLry).  Tlic  in.-pector,  oa  liKjuiry, ascertained  tliat  a  small  tent  had 
been  pitched  there  on  the  iJlii  .lanuary  from  10a.m  till  8  p.m.,  auJ  tliat  an  lluropcan  or 
Eurasian  had  occni)icd  it.  The  ^tuation  of  this  plaoe  is  considerably  ofi'  the  high  roa^ 
and  noUilug  but  a  footpath  {>usscs  near  it. 

5.  Mr.  Wickham,  the  Deputy  8ui)erintendent,  and  myself  are  making  every  erfibrt  to 
obtain  -nmc  (.-hv:  by  w  'li.  h  to  trace  tlic  parties  ■^tip[)ii.'^L'd  to  be  implicated,  the  roaalt  of 

which  will  l>c  duly  (  oinimiDieatcd  for  the  inroriiKilion  (tl'  ( iovcriuncnt. 

6.  In  the  mcantiute,  by  adopting  a  cypher  for  the  transmission  of  the  opium  quotations 
in  ihe  Gommefeiid  BuUetii|»  we.  wul  frustrate  any  future  attempt  to  falsify  them. 

.7.  ^ram 
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7.  From  «I1  llie  eweimitteiieee  of  ihe  eaae  whioh  liave  oome  under  my  obMrratioiii,  I  an  Vo.  a.  / 

strongly  convinced  that  tlic  falsifications  have  not  becu  perpetrated  in  our  offices,  but  by      '  . 
Bomc  person  or  persons  unknown,  vriio  cut  the  line,  iuderteil  an  instrument,  received  thie 
meingas,  altered  tfaem,  mi.  then  eent  them  on  to  the  Bamh»y  Office  in  didr  altered  fomi. 


Trom  flic  Chainnan  and  Commltteo  of  ilio  Clianibcr  of  roininorce,  Bombay,  to  the  Chief 
Secretary  of  the  Supreme  Governmeat  of  Xudin^  dated  Bombay,  25  February  1861. 

"We  the  undersigned,  having  been  appointed  n.  Cominittec  by  tlu'  jiuLlic  meeting  held 
in  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  this  ci^  on  Friday  last,  the  Bth  instant,  to  lay  its  pro- 
eeedings  before  the  Supreme  GoTenmraa^  hara  Ae  honour  to  enhmit  the  annexed  report 
of  those  prorecdingB  fbr  the  oonnderation  i£  die  Bight  HonomaiUe  the  Govenior  QmeaX 

in  Conncil. 

2.  They  further  beg  tu  call  the  attention  of  the  feupreme  (iovemtncnt  to  the  foUowiog 
Resolutions  adopted  by  the  meeting,  ezpreeBin^  it  is  believed,  the  unanimous  sentimenta 

of  the  mercaiitilt'  clii-.^cii  of  this  Presidency: — 

Firgt  That  the  present  state  of  the  Electric  Telegraph  l)ej>artment  is  such  that  the 
accurate  and  prompt  transmission  uf  messages  cannot  be  relied  u]>on  with  reasonable 
certainty,  niid  thai  uwiu^^  piu  tly  to  the  ii)rrtlriency,  but  still  more  to  tin  a ])]varent  cor- 
ruption of  the  det>aitmeat  (as  shown  iu  the  wholesale  falsification  of  the  late  opium 
mc.osa^cs  from  Gaue),  the  vat  of  th«Trires  haa  become  highly  dangerous  to  oomuncrcial 
operations. 

Second.  That  this  meeting  is  not  tiatlffled  tlmt  sufficient  steps  are  being  taken  by 
the  department  itself  to  con-cct  tliesc  evils,  and  prays  the  Sujireme  Government  to 
take  atlecjuate  measures  to  place  the  department  on  a  sale  and  efficient  fwting. 

3.  In  laying  these  proceedings  before  the  Supreme  Government,  the  Committee  beg  to 
diTeci  pointe«rattention  to  the  late  £Usifi<*tioQ  of  the  onium  advices  from  Cbdle  to  this 
port,  ixua  tu  tlu>  ^'cncral  (oinptaittte     the  speakers  at  the  meeting  a«  to  the  dugerons 

iaC'fli<-iL'Uf_v  cl'thti  dejiartmcnt. 

4.  The  Committee  cannot  see  how  irregularities  so  great  as  undoubtedly  exist  in  the 
Telegraphic  Department  can  be  beyond  the  power  of  (he  heads  of  the  department  to 
eradicate,  when  such  derelictioti  of  duty  would  not  be  tolerated  for  a  day  in  any  private 
establisluaent.  They  would  puiut  to  the  efficiency  of  the  telegrnph  lines  throughout 
Europe,  where  interests  equal  to,  and  often  greater  than,  any  in  tLi-<  cuuairy  are  entrusted 
to  the  integrity  of  the  eignallers,  without  the  errors,  both  wilfiil  and  accidental,  which 
characterise  the  departments  here.  It  appears  to  the  Committee  that  military  officers  are 
not  well  fitted,  from  thoir  prcvioiipi  training:,  for  the  control  and  niaiiairement  o("  the  depart- 
ment, and  that  the  work  ol'  organising  a  proper  system  of  checks  and  supervision  irouid 
be  bfttterentrnsled  to  men  who  have  Men  trained  to  hnnness,  and  accustomed  to  qrstemati^ 
office  work. 

6.  The  roiniiiitteo  beg  respectfully  to  represent  furtlior,  that  Act  VIIT.  of  ISGO  pro- 
vides no  sullicicut  punishment  for  the  offence  of  bribing,  or  attempting  to  bribe,  the  olKcers 
of  the  department,  and  to  express  their  conviction  that  until  tlie  oftent-e  is  made  felony 
by  law,  and  pnnishable  with  extremo  aaverity,  a  radical  cure  of  the  corruption  now  believed 
to  prevml  eannot  ha  loal^  ftr. 

6.  Hie  Committee  yentore  to  express  their  hope  that  the  answer  of  Government  to  this 

apjical  will  be  such  as  to  meet  tbo  jii-^t  exjH'c  tations  of  the  public,  and  the  importance  af 
the  subject  will,  the  Committee  has  no  doubt,  secure  for  it  the  early  and  carei'ul  considera- 
tion of  the  Govemmeitt. 

7.  The  Committee  would  Ihrdier  respectfnUy  snhimt  to  the  Supreme  Govemm«it  that 

ihe  system  of  trlcfjraphic  communication  «ecms  to  be  fully  appreciated  by  tlie  public  in 
ludia,  and  is  already  so  largely  made  use  ut  that  the  amount  received  for  private  messages 
pays  more  than  half  the  working  expenses  of  the  lines.  Were  the  department  placed  on 
an  efficient  footing,  so  as  to  secure  for  it  the  entire  confidence  of  the  public^  there  can  be 
little  donht  tibat  it  wouM  speedily  become  not  only  self-supporting,  bill  a  sowiee  of  ttvenne^ 
to  the  State. 

(signed)       Andrew  Grantf 

Chairman  of  the  Chamber  of  Connneirce* 

Wnlliam  Stevens, 

Partner  of  Forbes  &  Co. 
A.  C  Gumptrt, 

Partner  of  A,  H.  Uushke  &  Co. 

(algned)      Bobaf  JTm^iM,  Secretary. 


0.43.  3  I  2 
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  From  W,  Qreif,  Esq.,  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  ludia,  to  the  Director  Geaeid 

of  Electric  Toic;jraphs  (No.  829);  dated  29  April  1861. 

•To  Director  In  continuation  of  the  correspondence  noted  on  the  mai^in,"  1  am  directed  to  forward 

AlZtedsi'th Jaouary  5'""  original  the  accompanying  li  tier  and  its  cnclosiiires  from  the  Government  of 
IMttiiiNff,  IM^ dated  Bombay  (No.  496,  dated  the  Idth  imtant),  and  1  am  deaired  to  expreM  the  hope  of  tfao 
UMbJaBiiaiT.  Goremor  (general  in  Gomicil  that  a  full  and  dear  report  of  all  the  ebeunistances  con- 
jnraraditUkKot  nfcteil  with  the  reci^nf  nrnirrpnrps  at  Bmnhay  mriv  .str'c'?'-  In-  siiljinittpd,  proved  in 
Mfii^**"^'  ^^'^^^  ultimo.    The  case  lias  attracted  the  attention  of  the  Secretarj  of 

Mann.  State,  and  the  Governor  Genoml  m  Conndl  will  be  glad  to  be  able  to  fbnrird  your  leport 

to  England  at  an  early  date. 

2.  In  the  present  letter  from  the  Bombay  Government,  you  will  obwrvc  that  «nme 
euggcstiouH  are  made  for  the  improvement  of  the  dcpartmenL  These  you  arc  requested, 
after  eareful  consideration,  to  r*  iMirt  uixm,  and  tlie  rejmrt  -hoiiM,  if  possible,  be  submitted 
at  the  some  time  as  your  report  upon  the  Bombay  frauds.  It  will  be  convenient,  how- 
ereir,  tlut  it  ibottld  mm  llie  subject  of  ft  eeparatB  miur, 

8.  The  retuiD  «f  tbe  oriijpiud  cnckNiiies  is  requeated. 


—  No.  5.— 

GORKESFONDENCE  respecting  the  Dbfbotitb  Working  of  the  Imduk 

TltLBGRAPHB. 


Home  Department,  Electric  Telegrapb,  Now  4     1862, 18  February. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  Sir  Charles  iVood,  Bart,  e.c.B.,  Secretary  of  State  for  India. 
Sir, 

1x  your  Despatch,  No.  14,  dated  the  8th  of  October  last,  vou  expressed  ft  wkk  te 
neeive  the  further  reports  regarding  the  attempts  to  bribe  signallers,  and  the  re^or^jamza* 
tion  of  the  establishment  of  tlic  Electric  Telegraph  Department,  promised  by  the  Director 
General  in  his  letter  of  tbe  5tk  June  1861,  and  notioM  in  enr  J)e^tch,  No.  6,  dated  llie 

14th  idem. 

t  j:.  T.  ProcaedingB,  2.  Keports  on  these  subjects  have  been  reported  on  oar  proceedings,  as  per  margin;  f 
oth  July  1861,  and  as  regards  the  re-organiation  of  the  Telegraphic  Estaolislmient,  we  beg  fortlier  to 
Ditto^rnh'sf  t  ^^'^'^^  ^"  T>espatch,  No.  1.  fintcd  the  15th  ultimo,  with  which  we  forwarded  a  communi- 
b<»lMl,Nofc3tofi.  ^^^^  Director  Geia  lal,  dated    the  20th  of  August,  and  a  copy  of  our 

'  reeolntion  in  the  Financial  Department,  dated  tbe  10th  of  Dee«nber,  sanotiomng  the  re- 

organization proposed  by  Colonel  Douglas. 

t  From  Director  3.  We  nov  tmismit  copies  %  of  our  subsequent  proceedings,  including  a  uotificataoo 
V' udl4th  J  P"^1^M  ^  ^  **  Calcutta  Gazette,"  from  which  it  wiU  be  seen  tbat  the  eatabUahmeat 
To  Vitt^ii^^^'     ^""^  oiganixed  oonoste  of  the  following  offioen  above  the  grade  of  ngnaHer : — 

S^lSUtorf  ^  Director  General,  on  a  salary  .  f  ,1,000  rupees  a  month. 

22Bdifittftr  ^  Directors,  1  on  a  maximum  salary  of  1,500  rupees,  and  2  on  maximHrn 

•ekriea  of  IflOO  rupees  each. 

Iff  Supeciutendenta,  viz. : — 

1  on  a  MMiiiMim  eahny  of  At.  700 amonih. 

2  „       „        „  &J0      „  eaeb. 

4  »  w  tt  BOO  „ 
ff        »i        »          w  u  » 

5  »»       »»         tt  350  ff 

Iff  Aaibtait  Saperintendenti,  at  800  nqpees  a  aaontfi  eacL 

100  Inapectora,  vis. : 

20  of  the  first  elass,  at  Us.  250  a  month  eadb. 

30  „  second  „  200  „  „ 
40  „  third  „  IffO  „  „ 
10    „    fourth      „         100      „  „ 

4.  With  onr  letter  {  Xn.  5),  dated  tlie  14th  of  June  last,  above  mentioned,  xvc  tran?rnittcd 
to  you  the  Memorial  uf  ueommittce  appointed  at  a  public  meeting  of  juerchautji  luid  others 
atBomboT,  **  whoass-cmblcd  to  consider  the  present  condition  of  the  Telegraph  Department." 
The  rcflolutiona  passed  at  the  moetiiWf  ana  embodied  in  the  Memorial  oi  the  committee, 
ezpreBsed  an  onmion  very  un&vourable  to  the  working  and  condition  of  the  department. 
We  snbflequently  caueed  communications  to  he  addreased  to  the  Chamhera  of  Conmieioe 

at 
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at  lihe  three  Preridmcv  towns,  requesting  them  to  fim^  1h«  resuhi  of  -dialr |iiiietiMl  «ip«-     App.  No.  s. 
rience  a«  to  the  efficu^nc  y  ot"  tlic  tdei^raiili  for  (ommercial  purpoBOi>  tograieririth  any 

BUggeslions  which  they  miglit  dt-.-^iro  to  oftt  r  for  it.i  improvemeut. 

5.  The  three  Cluunbcrs  having  repliea  to  this  call  Madnw  Chamber,  dated  7th  Augurt  1861. 

their  letters  were  OOntmumcated  to  the  Director  deneral     From  Dombay  Chamber,  N«.161.4ated  61hAn«ntllWl. 
for  his  report  on  the  prn])ositi«'n^  whit  h  ilu  y  i  •int:i;ne(l.     Vram  Beinal Chamber, dated  14u  Annst  1801. 
Colonel  Doufjlod's  report,*  and  the  misuauuii'alioiis  re-  ^ 
eeived  fn..  the  three  ChaniWr.,  are  herewith  f.^wunled,  J^if a^oSSaS^oJStSS^M^  ^"'^^ 

and  we  bee  to  refer  to  oar  secretary  a  letter  (Jia  360),    .  „  <m<<  j  a  j     •>  ■  

dated  fte  Iflth  inrtant.  fo  the  SeciJiary  to  tfie  Bengi    '      ^  d«l.d0lh  KorenAo  18D1. 
Chainhtr  of  C>>iamerce,  a  eup^  of  which  1>  al^^it  si  at,  fDi*  tlio  oanclaraoaiB  which  we  have 
formed  oa  the  various  points  di9eiip,*ed  in  tlie  c<)n  ct^{iOiulcncc. 

6.  We  are  sanguine  that  the  arranj^ciuents  now  sanctioned,  together  with  the  recent 
re-organization  of  the  Telegraph  Estabti^shmcDt^  and  the  careful  control  and  vigilance  of 
Colonel  Douglaa  and  rlic  superior  officers,  will  conduce  to  increoaed  efficiency  in  the 
working  of  the  department. 

We  have,  &c. 

Fort  William,  (aigned)      CoMxing,  B.  Napier. 

IB  Febmaiy  186S.  S.  B,  JB,  Frw«*    8,  Lainff. 

(Uea  BeadM,       W,  BiteUe, 


Elsotbio  'SxiMQiUJfB^-^  January  1862. 

(No.  8.) 

From  Lieutenant  Calonel  C.  DovgUup  INreetor  General  of  Tel^rapha  in  India,  to 
rr.  Grey,  Eequire,  Secxelacy  to  Uie  Gonronuuent  of  India  (Na  S563)s  dated  14th 

Januiuy  1862. 

In  reference  to  the  recent  eanctiuu  awarded  by  Government,  and  oommunicated  in  your 
No.  18.1,  ot  the  lOtli  instant,  to  the  proposition  for  a  re-organization  of  the  c.'^tahli.'<hmentof 
the  department,  submitted  with  my  Ho.  1263,  of  the  2(Hh  August  last,  I  beg  to  recoot- 
mend  the  fidkiwiiig  jumunataonB  to  the  eerwal  giwdea  of  avperintendenta  and  on  Ihe 
flalariea  mentioned. 


To  b« 
Sapcriatandmla. 

Salary. 

lat  Class  - 

700 

B.  C.  Bailey 

SedCbua  - 

600 

G.ODoaneD 

2nd  Clafs  - 
ardClua  - 
3rd    »>      -  - 
«id   „      -  - 
Srd  »i      -  - 

fJOD 
SOU 
600 
600 
600 

C.  GdlhrQith 

J.  E.  Todhunter  - 

H.  Wickham 

H.  P.  Owen 

B.  Mm     .  - 

4th  Class  - 
4th   „      -  - 
4tb  „  - 

400 
40O 
400 

G.  H.  J.  Smith  - 
J.  II.  Nowill 
F.  O.  leale  - 

4thGlHi  • 

400 

M.  R*  Man  - 

4th  ,, 

Extra  superinten- 
dent 

400 
360 

H.  J.  Wateon 
Lieutenant  U.  Mai- 
kck. 

DiUo  - 

Ditto  ... 

860 
•60 

G.  Moberij  - 
J.  H.  Line  - 

a48.  ' 

3  13 

RSMAEKS. 


From  the  eqeivaleat  grade  of  deputy 
superintendent,  on  400  nipera,  with 

im  rease  Ui  fiOO  rupceo,  from  tlic  7st 
cuiant  to  be  ruuicd,  from  1st  May  1»63, 

AO  rupees  per  annum,  till  the  maaimnm 

is  attained. 
From  tlic  equivalent  inade  of  deputy 
■nperintendent,  on  400  rapee%  with  an 

incT«ttse  to  600  rupees,  to  be  itteKaaed 

60  nij)t'i''i  per  aniiuiii,  from  tlii'  Ist  May 
1803  till  the  inaxiinuni  ii$  attained. 

Ditto    -    -    ditto    -    -  ditlOt 

Ditto,  on  his  present  salary. 

Ditto  >  -  ditto. 

Ditto  -  -  ditco. 

From  tho  equivulent  grade  of  deputy 
superiiittiuinnt,  on  400  rupees,  with  in- 
crease to  4do  rupees,  the  iiiaximtun  to 
he  attuned  on  Ist  May  t804. 

Ditto,  on  his  present  aalaiy. 

Ditto  -  -  ditto. 

Froin  his  present  i^radc  of  a.<!s5stant 
deputy  -'Uiierinteiiderit,  l^t  class,  on  360 
rupees.  'J'his  will  involve  no  actual 
increase,  as  a  contingent  allowance  of 
60  iiipers  monthly,  at  preNDt  dnwn  by 
Mr.  Teale,  will  now  eeaae. 

From  his  present  grade  of  aadiMat 
dejitity  superintendent,  2d  class,  on  300 
rii)ieo.s,  with  an  increase  to  350  rupees, 
the  iiiaxiinom  to  Iw  atmiaed  en  tlie  let 
May  imS. 

Ditto  -  .  ditto  -  •  ditto. 

From   hii;  present  grade  of  assiatant 
deputy  8U|H>rinlcndcnt,  5d  cTars,  on  800 
nipee-i.    The  remark   on   Mr.  Teale's 
will  apply  aJg«  to  that  ot  Lieu- 
tenant Mallock. 

Ditto,  of  officiating  dittos  on  376  runeea. 

Ditto  -  -  ditto  -  - 


Promoti* 
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Ap|k>  ITok  t.        Fromotioti  in  pny  is  iuvolvoii  in  tbe  «Me  «£  10  of  A*  aboTtt  offieeiBS  tiw  xrauuniiig 

.   will  not  be  affected  by  tlie  chauf^e. 

2.  The  increaso  iu  pay  i",  with  tlie  exception  of  that  recommended  for  Messrs.  Bailey, 
O'Donnell,  and  Galbraith,  limited  to  ^0  rupees  per  month ;  I  have  made  a  further  excep- 
tion in  the  case  of  Mr.  Bailey,  hy  recommending  that  the  increa^  ahould  have  effi  ct  from 
the  Ist  current,  on  the  grounds  uf  Mr.  Bailey's  eminent  merit,  and  of  his  LL  uii^  i.ljliged  to 
proceed  to  Kuroi>e  for  one  year,  at  his  own  expense,  for  the  recovery  of  his  health,  bj 

*  Dcposit«d.         which  he  will  be  pat  to  very  heavy  cxpcuHe.    Tlie  autiexum*  will,  1  feel  sore,  sappoct 
me  ia  lihe  -view  I  have  taken  in  making  ^Ir.  Bailey's  case  an  exoeptional  one. 

3.  I  Itave  oottflned  the  reeotninendations  in  the  present  inttence  to  the  grade  of  supers 
iniendente  and  extra  gu]>('riiitt>ndent«i,  pome  irupiiry  being  neoeaeaxy  ere  recommeadation 
can  be  aafelj  submitted  tor  the  grades  below  them. 


*  Sbrtraet,  nnancial 
Department,  No. 

11578,  dated  10th 
December  1801. 


(No.  9.) 

From  W  •  Grey,  £aquire>  Secretary  to  the  Goverumcnt  of  India,  to  Lieutenant  Cohjiiel 
C.  Dotufia*tDixeistaf  Geneialof  Telegraphs  in  India  (No.  420);  dated,  the  22d  Jannaiy 

1862. 

I  Aii  directed  t<>  acknowledpo  the  receipt  of  your  ktti  r,  Xo.  2563,  dated  tLc  14tk 
instant,  and  in  reply  to  inform  you  that,  wilfi  reference  to  the  sanction  recently  accorded* 
to  the  reorganizatioa  of  the  establishments  of  the  telegraphic  department,  and  in  accord- 
ance widi  uie  amuiiTenient  indicated  in  the  16th  parugra|>h  of  your  Report,  No.  126S, 
dated  tTie  50tli  Aiiu'ii-t  laff,  the  Governor  ficncral  in  ('luinril  in  pleux'il  to  saiK'timi  the 
nomination  of  the  undermentioned  officers  to  be  superintendents,  with  the  salaries,  present 
and  prospective,  shown  opposite  to  each. 


VAMSS. 


B.  C.  Bailey 


a  O'Doanell 


C.  Gslbmtth  

J.  E.  Todhuntcr  - 
H.  Wickbam  . 
H.  P.  Owen  -      -      -      .  - 

ir.  -Mi.n  

G.  U.  J.  Smith  •  .  .  • 
J.  H.  Nowiri  

F.  G.  Ti'nh  

M.  R.  Man  

H.  J.  Walton       -      .      -  . 
Ideutenant  H.  MsUock,  Ezba  Super- 
intendent. 

G.  Moberljr   .      •  • 

Jf*  H.  Iisne  >     «     «     a  • 


Mxximuni 


700 


600 


600 

i")Oll 
61)0 

600 

40O 
400 
400 
400 

400 
860 

350 
8S0 


To  receive  600  rupees  per  month,  froia  tha  Ist 
'  carrentt  with  a  prus)>ective  anDosl  ineMSse 

of*  o<)  rir|ii'.'-i  :i  ninntli,  from  tlie  l^t  Miy 
1^03,  uitiil  the  iiiaximum  salary  is  alUiined. 

To  receive  oOO  rupee-i,  with  the  prospective 
annual  increait«  of  60  mpee^  a  moDtn  ftom 
Ux  Mav  1868,  till  the  msximam  vSmrju 
attaiaea. 

Ditto  >   -  ditto  -  -  ditto. 

[To  recdre  the  maximam  lalary,  being  thst 
j    now  engm^ed. 

To  receive  4fiu  rupees,  with  an  increase  of  60 

rupees  from  Ist  May  196.1. 
To  receive  the  maximum  »a!in  \ ,  Mr.  Tcfile's 

contiii(;erit  allowance  being  ubsurbed  in  his 

To  receive  3-jO  rupees,  with  a  prospective  in- 
crease of  60  rupees,  from  the  Isl  May  1888. 
Ditto  -  -  ditto  -  -  ditto* 

To  receive  the  maximam  salary. 


(No.  10.) 

NOTIVICATXON  (Ko.  467) ;  dated  22  January  1862*, 

The  Estahliahmentof  die  Telegraph  Department,  abuve  the  rank  of  ngnallere,  has  beco 
reH>iganized,  and  ^viIl  In  futtire  comprise  toe  following  oBircr-; : — 

1  Director  CieneraL  15  Assietaut  Superintendents. 

3Dirr(t-.rs.  100  Inspectors. 

\5  Su[)eriiitcii<lcnt-i. 
The  pnlary  of  the  Director  General  is  fixed  at  3,000  rupees  a  month. 

Of  the  Directors,  the  senior  will  ordinarily  be  appointed  on  a  salary  of  1,000  rupees 
a  month,  and  will  reeeive  in  the  second  year  of  his  appointment,  and  in  every  encceeding 

year,  an  addition  of  TOO  nippr.*  a  month,  up  to  a  uiiixiinnTn  of  1»500  rupcep.  The  two 
other  Directors  will  ordinarily  be  appointed  on  a  salary  of  700  rupees  a  mouth,  and  will 

receive 
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IWScive  in  tlie  second  year  of  tlicir  n]>poJutment.  and  in  orery  «lliOeMdiil|g  jVOt*  ■»  tiWhkll      A|p.  Kt.  a. 

«£  50  rupees  a  raoiitii,'  up  to  a  tuaxinuim  of  1,000  ruiwes.  — ~  ' 

Tlie  Superintendents  will  be  paid  as  follows : — 

1  On  •nuiiinimMkrxiif  ^700«inoiidi* 

2  „         „         „  600      „  «m1i. 

4  w  }»  M  500  „  t» 

5  m  n  »  400       „  „ 

3  „  ^50 

The  Aggistunt  Supcrintendentis  will  rereive  each  a  ealary  of  300  rupees  a  montli. 

The  Inspectors  arc  classified  aa  follows  : — 

80  First  Claw  Ltapeeton,  on  Jb.  250  a  montli  eabh. 

30  SeroiiJ  „  „         „       200       „  ^ 

40  Third    „         »         u  „  „ 

10  Fourth  ff         M        n      XQO      $»  tf 

The  following  officers  have  been  ap^inted  b^  the  Ooremor  Qeoflnl  m  CSonneil  to  be 
DfeMton  and  SaperintNidentfl  rMpecttvefy 

To  be  Director*  ; 
Majiir  Patiick  Stewart,  in  the  Eastern  Division. 
Captain  Knbert  Murray,  in  the  Western  Diviaion. 
Mr.  J.  T.  BliMtt,  in  die  Sonthem  DiTiaoo. 


To  bt  Svftrvaiaidents : 


Mr.  B.  C.  BaUcy. 
„  G.  O'DonnelL 
„   C.  Galbraith. 
„  J.  E.  Todhuntor. 
„  H.  Wickham. 

H.  P.  Owen. 
„  U.  Man. 
}j  Qtt  IL  J.  SwitJi. 


Mr.  J.  II.  XnwilL 
V .  (i.  Tcalc. 
>M.  11.  Man. 
M  II'  J*  Walton. 
Ifientenant  H.  Mallock; 
Mr.  G.  Moberly. 
M  J.  IL  Lane. 

(.<ipie(lj        W,  Grey, 
Secretary  to  the  Government  of  India. 


From  W.  R.  Arbuthnnt,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Madras  Chainltcr  of  Commerce,  to 
W.  Grey,  £0^.,  Secretary  to  the  Guveiument  of  India  i  dated  Madras,  7  Aiignrt 
1661. 

I  HATE  the  honour,  on  behalf  of  the  Madras  Chamber  of  Commerce,  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  yrmr  letter  of  the  12th  June,  in  which  you  apply  to  the  Chamber  for  its 
opinion  as  to  the  <^n-iiera!  eflSciencv  of  the  electric  telegraph  for  commercial  purposes  ;  and 
you  request  that  it  will  fiirni-Ii  :i  .-taU'incnt  of  llie  total  iiiiinbcr  ofiueHsnj^t's  sent  or  roui-ivcd 
during  a  giren  periotl,  say  from  a  week  to  a  month  previous  to  the  date  of  your  letter,  by 
any  finrw  or  eetablii«hment«  connected  witb  tihe  Chamber,  ebowrn^  what  proportion  of  tlum 
WHS  delivered  ■vvitli  rcii^niiaMe  jiunrtimlifv  nnd  corrrrtT^r'^H!.  ana  in  what  proportion  any 
delay  or  error  occurred  .so  niuteiial  as  to  detract  from  the  ci>iiunercial  value  of  this  means 
of  communication.  You  further  atntey  denre  of  his  Excellency  the  Goirvmor  General 
in  Council,  that  if  the  Chamber  have  any  euggestions  to  offer  for  the  imprOTamflnt  of  the 
Telegraph  Department,  the  GoTemment  wiU  oe  glad  to  receive  them. 

I  regret  tiuit  1  have  been  nnabla  to  procure  the  statieticfl  for  which  you  apply,  the  mer- 
cantile finn.-*  at  tills  jilaee  nut  having  uiiticijiated  (lie  iiK|uiry  tliat  ha.-<  lieen  instituted,  and 
having  kept  therefore  no  6e^>arate  rccunl  ut'  tiie  mciijuigc:^  received  and  despatched  by 
^em.  In  the  ho]>c,  however,  that  the  infui-niatton  may  etill  be  useful,  I  have  requ^tea 
the  members  of  tlie  Chambers  to  record  day  by  day  their  t  x]/erienec  of  the  workiii^^  of  the 
Department  for  tlie  current  month  of  August,  which  1  hope  to  do  myseU'  the  honour  of 
limrarduig  to  you  early  in  September. 

.  The  opinion  of  the  H^Iadras  Chamber  upon  the  general  eflBciencj  of  the  eleetrie  tolegrafili 

for  eonimerrial  purjKMcs  is  on  the  whole  favovuwblc. 

Meaeagea  are  occanonaliy  delivered  in  language  more  or  lees  mutilated,  and  for  the 
dedphenng  of  whidi  the  context  would  of  itself  be  inrafficientwitiiont  a  pre-acqnaintance 

on  the  part  of  the  recipient  with  the  sulijt  iM-iiin'i  r.  Errors  too,  arising  from  evident 
inattention  of  the  signallers,  but  which  might  be  productive  of  serious  oonseqaences,  auoh 
as  the  eubetitution  of  the  word  "  htmdiwd  **  for  **  tiboufland,**  four  **  for  ftve,**  and 
m<^fi  rcrsd,  i-onu'timc?  nceur.  Still,  however.  I  have  pleasure  in  repeating  that,  upon  the 
whulc,  far  ati  1  have  been  able  to  ascurtaiu  tlic  views  of  the  Madnuj  Chamber,  the 
Department  has  given  latUfaotion,  and  in  this  PreaidraoT  we  have  had  no  eomplaintB  of 
a43.  814  the 
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App,  No.  t.  the  mestjogcd  beiog  tampered  with.  Of  the  irre^Iaritcs  that  do  ocoar,  I  mar  confidently- 
state  that  a  large  preponderance  would  be  found  in  tlic  messages  tranflnitted  Worn  Cnlrutt*. 
and  Bombajr,  while  the  southern  and  south-western  lines  liave  been  romparntively  free 
from  tfi^m.  T  have  also  gnuinds  for  hclieving  that  the  messages  sent  ivom  hence  to 
Culrutiu  wniild  l)r-  ( iinsiderably  more  numerous  than  they  are,  M'rre  it  not  for  a  want  of 
coniidcucc  whicbj  to  a  certain  extent,  prevails  in  regard  to' the  {trompt  receipt  of  the  reply 
tdogranu. 

Tlie  frequent  interruption  of  the  North  Coast  and  Calcutta  Line  has  been  felt  to  be  one 

very  serious  draubiu  k  i<>  iU  sati^ifactorv  wor1<inn:.  On  a  Into  i>c<  ;v-ion  the  interruption 
extended  over  a  period  of  a  week,  if  not  10  days,  and  this  of  necessity  occasioned  very 
great  jneonTemenee. 

l^  luit(  \    maybave  been  the  caasee,  in  timee  past,  of  such  Icng-oontinaed  intermptiQitta, 

it  is  hoped  that  a  remedy  prompt  and  eRectual  may  be  applied. 

Belienus  that  the  expediency  of  tele£p:«ph  stntimis  Vieino;  op<!ncd  at  every  important 
eommerci«rport  alon?  the  coast  has  been  fully  rccogni/  d.  the  C  hamber  would  take  tliia 
fi<v;i-iini  to  liring  (o  the  jii>tice  of  the  Government  that  t  uiMilui  .■,  the  chief  station  of  one 
ot^  the  most  impoilaut  eollecturatee  in  this  Presidency,  and  through  which  the  telegraph 
irirea  are  already  carried,  it  atill  deprived  of  the  advantage  referred  to. 

There  are  two  other  praetieal  suggestions  vrith  which  I  will  conclude.  They  are  as 
follows: — 

Istly.  That  the  date  and  hour  of  despatch  of  a  telegraphic  message  be  includedj  if 
reqinivd,  free  of  e.\])cnse  to  the  sender. 

2dly.  That  in  the  case  of  nu  ssnges  delivered  in  an  unintelli^blc  shajic,  a  refund  he 
allowed,  even  though  the  repeating  charge  may  nut  have  been  paid.  The  public  at  pre- 
sent has  no  redress  unless,  the  higher  charge  has  been  levied ;  and  the  tendency  of  this 
arrangement  is  to  make  the  signaluvs  careless  in  the  case  of  ordinary  messages. 


From  //.  Brooke,  Esq.,  Secretary  Bombay  Chamber  of  romniprro.  to  W.  Grey,  Esq., 
Secretary  to  the  Government  of  India,  Xo.  151,  UaitJ  i»uuil>ay,  o  August  1861. 

By  direction  of  the  Committee  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  T  linve  tli<'  honour  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  <>{'  yciir  letter.  No.  1176,  dated  12th  June  IttOl,  requesting  a 
statcine!,!  (  I'tlu  total  nun  '  i  messages  Stmt  OT  received  by  the  members  of  the  Chamber 
through  the  electric  telegraph  during  a  given  period,  and  desiring  su^estione  for  the 
unprovement  of  the  establisbment. 

The  Committee  have  dreulated  yonr  letter  Ut  ibe  members,  and  have  received  retams 
from  26  fixms,  givii^  the  foUowbg  results : 

Messages. 


Beeoived  ^!th  reasooaUe  pnnotualitf  and  ccnrectness      •  -  274 

important  errnrs  or  ac'nys                        -       -       •  «  16 

L'uinlelligible,  or  so  delayed  us  to  be  rendered  uselet^s       -  -  8 

Total  received  between  1st  April  and  31st  May  -  -  -  298 


Since  the  above  period  the  delays  have  been  very  coni^idcrable  on  mort  of  the  Iinc8,  but 
more  jiartieularly  on  that  between  Bombay  and  f  alrutra,  where  messages  have  not  iiut're- 
queutly  taken  ?ix  to  eight  thivs  in  trar.sini.-'.-ion,  and  in  several  instances  nine  or  ten  days. 

It  appears  to  the  Committee  that  where  the  contents  of  the  mesjsages  are  of  no  value  to 
others  man  ike  addressee,  and  where  the  construction  of  die  message  is  simple  nnd  gram* 
matical,  \horo  if  bnt  littlo  trrmmd  for  complaint ;  but  it  would  seem  that  where  flic  tempta- 
tions to  divultre  the  contents  of  important  messa^e^  were  considerable,  and  had  been 
systemalically  Imwight  to  bear  on  the  employes,  their  integrity  was  found  to  giv«  way. 

Tlie  Committoo  feel  it  dtflicult  to  suggest  to  Govej-nmcnt  a  remedy  for  this  state  of 
thing^i ;  but  as  complaints  of  similar  delinquencies  are  not  frequent  in  England,  they  would 
venture  to  suggest  that  the  establishment  of  a  secret  committee,  under  the  guidance  of  an 
experienced  oiKccr  trained  in  England,  would  proliaMy  liave  tlie  etrVi  t  of  bringlii<::  tn  justiec 
the  real  authors  of  these  frauds.  At  the  same  time  the  Committee  believe  that  an  in- 
creased rate  of  enlaries  to  the  low«r  offichda,  widi  the  nrospect  of  rewards  for  exemplary 
conduct,  would  raise  the  general  chaMOtor  of  the  eatablishment,  and  greatly  promote  its 
efficiency, 

A  copy  of  the  return  by  the  members  is  herewith  forwarded  for  yotir  ioformatimi. 
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KOMBBX  of  TbLBOBAMB  woeived  by  Indian  Tclegrnpli*  during  the  Two  Uonths  firom  Ut  April  to 

Slst  May  by  the  following  Firms. 

How  SSLIYBUSD. 


NAMES  OF  TBB  mua 


Me88i¥.  Ritchiet  Stewart  fc  Co. 
„     Willnm  NIeollcCo. 

■Rnbt^rt  Strong  &  Cfc 
Wallace  St  Co,  -  • 
W.  A.  (infaam  ft  Co. 


« 


» 

J* 
» 

» 

»» 

n 
** 

«* 

M 
»» 


A.  H.  Hii«clik(!  &  Co. 
j^OD  Brotben  ic  Co. 
Flnlav,  Scott  fe  Co.  - 

Lawrence  &  Co.  - 
I^fj^'tt  fe  C  >.  - 
Killick,  Xixnii  k.  Co. 
S.  Bnrstall  &  Co. 
W.  J.  Morfra"  &  Co. 
.Steams,  Hobert  &  Co. 
Watoon.  Boal«  &  Co. 
Alav.  a  BriM  Co. 

Grey  &  Co. 

Curdvellf  Pancm  &  Co. 
G.  8.  King  &  Co^  - 


„     Volkart  Brothers     -  • 

f,      Macindop,  Flogprs  k  Co.  - 
^     Campbell,  Mitchell  &  Co.  - 
y     Robmson  &  Co. 
P.udO.  S.N.Coin|iiay  • 

CgnBorefoI  Bonk  of  Indk  - 

Ckartereil  Bank  of  India,  Australia, 
CUna. 

Aftn  nnd  Udted  Berviee  Bank  • 


With  rcmaontble  I'aoetBaiity      With  unportant  Emn 


Uiuntel%i1>le,  or  m  Dd«H  i 
to  k*  rendered  uieleH. 


S7 
S0 
II 
11 
Ift 

10 

« 

II 

4 

2 
6 

11 
164 
18 


S 

Nona 

«f 
s 

Kona 

1 
1 

Nona 

n 
n 
t* 
I 

Nona 

8 
16 


-  None. 


8  utelrsK  from  dday^  1  nn* 
ble. 
Nona. 


intellii^ible. 


n 
» 

n 
n 
1 
1 
1 
8 


Since  15th  May  the  delays  have  b««l  nwunaUy 

great,  probably  caused  by  the  m  on  MOD. 
-    -    Nona  -      -  >  -   -   -  Kone. 


4  „ 

We  lecMive  bat  few  messagw,  end  m  fiff  at  wa  raoolleot  «e  naTa  no  gNK 


ipronnd  for  eomplaint.^ 


88 


8 

86 


Nanica  aaTeral  timet  |  None^  aa  fiir  a»  we  remem- 


nua-apalt 
Nona 


AUpntg 


her,  but  recently  the  de- 
lays have  been  great. 
-  -  None. 


None. 


and 


A  great  nmnber ;  no 
record  kept. 

Of  the  period  enq  iir  fl  nbout  we  would  not  complain,  but  sinee  the  80tli 
April  the  delays  have  been  very  frequent ;  one  message  from  Calcutta  of 
tfae  other  dl^  took  nine  dav»  U)  come  across. 

-       -      -     Many  i  especially  from  Three  or 
Oalentta.  week. 
NoKtnrn      »     ...    Nona  -     ....  Nona. 


four  wiihin  last 


£l£CTBIC  Ti;i.KGu.vra,  30  November  1861. 

(No.  23.) 

From  //.  fV.  J.  Wood,  Esq.,  Secretary  to  lite  Bengal  Chamber  of  Commerce,  to 
W.  Gre^t  Eaq.,  Secretaiy  to  the  Oovenunent  of  India,  dated  the  14th  August  1861. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  No.  1 1 68,  of  the  \3&. 
June,  relative  to  the  Telegraph  Department,  wkich  baa  been  circulated  very  genemUy 
among  the  commercial  establienments  of  Calcutta,  and  I  am  directed  by  the  Committee  of 
the  Clinmbcr  of  Commerce  to  .submit  the  follow  ing  obaervmtione  fiir  me  oooaideration  of 
Im  £xceilency  the  Governor  (jreneral  in  Council : 

The  Committee  ooorider  lint  the  Electric  Telegraph  Serrice  of  India  ie  deficient  in 
the  two  great  points  which  can  alone  render  it  valuable  either  to  the  Government  or  the 
oonuuerce  of  the  country,  namely,  distmicti  and  accuracy  in  transmission.  The  Committee 
ean  only  speak  practically  as  regards  the  latter,  and,  in  sujipurt  ui  their  opinion,  they 
nppcmd,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor  General  in  Council,  the 
opinions  of  most  of  the  leading  merchants  of  Calcutta  upon  this  subject.  It  is  not  easy 
to  iiudt'ivt  ind  why  the  working  of  this  serviee  sliould  not  liave  improTed  during  the  nix 
or  ijeven  years  which  have  parsed  aince  it  wad  lirst  opened  to  the  public  j  but,  with  some 
exception!,  the  Committee,  from  every-day  experience,  believe  aueh  to  be  the  caee. 
They  are  well  aware  that  (be  rinperior  officers*  in  charge  of  the  tn'rviee  are  men  of  ability 
and  zealous  lor  its  efficient  execution  ;  but,  in  conseciuence  of  what  the  Conunittee  believe 
to  be  the  cause  of  the  present  unsatisfactory  workinLc  of  the  system,' namely,  defective 
conatruction  and  bad  organisation,  the  exertions  of  these  gentlemen  are  neutralised,  and 
hnt  of  little  value  to  the  public.  The  Committee  arc  of  opinion  that  if  the  construction 
of  tlie  lini^  hail  heen  entrusted  to  persona  thoroughly  conversant  with  the  Eiirojiean 
eyat«m,  and  not  to  men  whoj  ae  &r  as  this  particular  ayatem  waa  concerned,  were  mere 
theorists,  the  chief  d^bcta  now  evident  woold  have  been  vnAM*  CSea  it  be  expected 
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App.  No.  2.  ^r-l'  irrapln'c  comniuniration  for        Tiidiii  can  be  maintained  with  anythin^r  ]\^^ 

  <^)rre(-tae»a  or  di8|NUch  when  the  meani^  <>t'  trai^iuuit^iun  i»  limited  Uiiiio  use  ot  a  i»iugle 

v,  ire  ;  and  wh«ik  tlik  iriiv  is  «ppluyed  by  Government  fur  many  hours,  as  it  frcquentlj 
is,  private  mesBflges  must  neceanrilj  be  (letuncd,  uad  Uieir  oorreetneBS  endugered  by  ths 
delay. 

As  rpgardtJ  the  gross  errors  wliicli  ho  frequently  i>fcur  in  the  messafre?,  the  Conimittea 
believe  they  are  to  be  attributed  tu  the  mistaken  policy  oo  the  part  of  the  authorities  who, 
for  eoOQOnncal  refMone,  have  thought  proper  to  employ  at  low  ealarios,  as  signaHer?  and 
copyists,  persons  clHcfiv  luitivcs  and  Eurasians,  whu.-c  \v;uit  of*  e(]nrT(ti,i:i  atid  |>n>|nT  tniln. 
iog  reml(>i-H  thr  iii  unfit  u>r  the  apfioiutmeuti  which  they  hold.  The  Couiniit tee  arc  also 
iafoniK  <i  iliat  thu  iii>]H  (  tni  s  « n. ployed  are  not  sufficientlyBiunerouB  to  keep  up an  efficient 
supervision  of  the  several  linos  in  work. 

It  is  generally  believed  by  men  pructically  at^^tjiiaiulctl  with  the  working  of  the  Euro- 
pean sy.^tem,  «n  opinion  in  which  the  Committee  fully  concur,  that  tclegrajiliie  communi- 
oataon  ia  India  wooJd  be  worked  more  satiaiacturily  and  profitably  to  the  Governmcut  and 
tbepttblic  if  it  was  entrusted  to  private  enterprise,  for  which  capital  eould  readily  be  found 
in  England. 


Extracts  from  the  Opinions  of  the  several  leading  Merchauta  of  Calcuttai 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  18th  inataat*  we  beg  to  ^ay  that  the  first  thing  required, 
in  onr  opinion,  for  the  improvement  of  the  telegraph  department,  i«  that  tbe  superia- 

triiilci.t  sliouM  be  nnlcrid  to  he  ]iiL-rnt  in  some  part  of  the  ('-tiihli-Iuuent,  whence  he  can 
superintend  its  working,  and  w  here  he  will  be  accetwible  to  the  public.  Major  Douglas 
at  present  sits  in  a  room  at  the  top  of  a  three-storied  house;  the  whole  working  of  the 
telegraph  is  cairied  on  below  on  the  j:rnuiMl  fldor.  It  is  nmnifc-t,  tlitrcfiro,  that  he 
cannot  be  the  least  aware  of  the  manner  in  wliieli  the  wurk  is  duuv.  Ou  your  wiahiiig  to 
have  access  to  Major  Douglas  on  buiiiness,  (sic)  is  compelled  to  give  a  card  to  a  peon  at 
the  bottom  ol'  the  stairs,  who  carries  it  up  to  Major  Douglas,  and  in  time  returns  with 
pernuBsion  to  clhnb  to  the  top  of  the  house ;  this  time  being  geuerally  from  10  to  15  minutes, 
during  w  hich  the  vistim  has  to  walk  about  a  dark  damp  passage  without  eren  anytJung  to 
sit  duwu  upon. 

It  i^pears  to  us  that  the  work  of  a  telegraph  o6Soe  is,  of  all  others,  one  which  requires 

c-^ti-'tant  sui>crinteiidonrc  nnd  appropriate  accommo<1ation.  without  which  no  gocnl  cyhteni 
can  jKissibly  be  carried  out.  We  bhould,  before  any  other  change,  recommend  that  a  con- 
Tcnicnt  telc;xr»ph  «)fKc«  be  at  ouce  provided  by  Government  without  whioh  the  work  can 
never  be  «Jiciently  perfiucmed. 


In  reply  to  your  circular  reganling  the  electric  telegraph,  we  beg  to  record  our  opinion 
that  the  two  leading  faults  of  wiiirh  the  mercantile  community  have  a  right  to  complain,  are 
frcqTic7it  dclavs  in  the  transmission  of  messages,  and  an  extraordinary  want  of  intelligenos 
ou  tli'  part  of  those  who  reduce  tlicm  to  writing. 

In  a  few  messages  which  we  lately  exchaogea  with  a  firm  at  Madras,  we  find  the  follow^ 
ing  abiiurd  l  lundcrs : 

Hyilrabiiay  for  hydiaulic.  Ball  for  bale. 

Containing  for  contain.  Celling  for  calling. 

Publication  for  application.  And  thirtieth  for  thirteanth. 

These  six  errors  occurred  m  four  messages. 

With  reftard  to  the  efficiency  of  the  telegraph  for  eomm«rdal  purposes,  we  think  that, 
as  it  i-'  :if  present  managed,  a  merchant  incurs  u  grave  rc.sjvonsibility  who  acts  iijMJn  any 
telcgiiiin  Jic  j)urj)<vrt  of  which  docs  not  tally  with  his  preconceived  notions;  or,  in  other 
w<irds,  that  if  a  message  reports  an  unexpected  high  or  low  tuto  of  ptnOSS,  it  ie  probably  a 
blunder  of  the  telegraph,  and  oannot  safely  be  acted  upon. 


"With  rcterence  to  your  ciix  ular,  dated  .1  une,  1  beg  to  cuy  1  have  no  evidcucti  tt»  give 
of  the  working  of  the  telegraph  dcpartujcnt  for  the  time  for  which  Government  retjuire  it, 
viz.,  from  a  week  to  a  mouth  previous  to  12th  June ;  but  former  experience  v\  arroute  my 
joining  in  what  I  belieTe  to  be  the  genend  opinion,  that  the  telegraphic  departmeat  hat 
iNMn  culpable  of  gross  nsglecL 

That  the  system  of  tclcgrapluc  communication  in  India  has  not  iniproved  as  regards  the 
correctness  of  the  messages  and  the  time  occupied  in  titdr  delivery  during^  the  Inat  five 
\  cai  >.  is  a  fact  to  which  1  believe  the  public  will  geaeraily  bear  testimony*   The  inerohMiU 

and  bankers  ccrtaialv  will. 

The  experience  of  one  month  in  the  year  hardly  conveys  an  adequate  idea  of  the  ainioife 

dailv  Muiidciv  which  occur  in  the  transmission  of  mc??agea  on  all  the  lines,  especially  those 
received  inau  Bombay  and  Madras,  blunders  which  are  liable  to  cause  losses  of  ^reat  mag< 
nitude  to  the  persons  sending  or  reccivin;.'  the  telegrsmi.  Th«  foUoiriag Is Uk  BMtmiM  cf 
this ;  but  otlier  facts  could  be  adduced  in  which  the  errors  were  more  ntmierotts.  I  csu 
only  .ipcak  positively  to  the  message»  received,  but  there  have  bcencompiainte  from  Bombay 
iv  regard  to  those  aispstched: 

17th 
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ITih  Mfty  to  17ih  Jaae.   

Hcflmgwto  nnd  from  Bombay  and  Galle;  21  received  and  17  dispatched. 

On  the  lOtli,  from  G.ilh',  Iiumlreda  were  qimtcd  instcud  (.f  tliDHriaiuI.'^  of  cnnr  r  - 
On  ih«  2dtii,  frc«i  iiumbaj,  iininteiligibic  un  11th  June,  6  days  en  rouXe,  aod  quite 
ilCt)rrect. 

On  15th  Jam,  ditto  ditt* 

Four  out  of'  tho«e  received  ^nrereaif  eahriMeleiiB,  Inrt,  in  the  iosteaee  one  mcaaape,  we 
bad  a  narrow  ochjx-  <if  scri(m>»  t]ioiii;Ii  tlic  iiit'f^?.a;j('  rL'cci\  e(l  was  found,  wlien  com- 

pured  with  ovigioal  received  from  Bombay  incorrect,  yet  the  aentence  was  «>  oopoected  a* 
to  reiDiOTe  my  doubt  of  its  correctiiees  wlien  received ;  luclcQy  %  later  m«Mige  was  leeMved 
die  wine       whidk'led  me  to  dottl»(  Ibe  aeenfacy  «f  the  first 


We  shall  be  obliged  by  your  siitiiiutdiig,  fur  AeuifiBiiiiJioiiof  llie  Chamber,  theftlbw- 
my:  ( aae  of  imp08ition»  fiv  we  oonrider  it  Aothidg  leas,  on  the  part  of  the  dectric  tdbgrapli 

office: 

We  received  this  morning  a  bill  for  7-5  rupees,  lor  a  message  alleged  to  have  been 
seat  to  our  address  from  Bombay.  The  number  of  the  mesaage  not  appearing  on  the 
facr  nf  the  liill  TiPttal,  %vc  rrtiirnrd  it  with  a  memorandum  rerfnesrinf^  the  infonnation, 
and  were  informed,  Lu  rtply,  ilial  '  tiie  message  did  not  reach  Calcutta."  We  then  asked 
why  we  were  called  upon  to  pay  for  it,  and  were  again  informed,  in  reply,  that  "  tin  m:  - 
sage  was  duly  from  Bombajj  but  appears  to  have  been  lost  on  the  road  I "  Our  only 
ornsne  w««  to  jmf  tlie  hUl»  whidi  ve  bftw  done,  and  itow  eiK;l«e».>t.«iMl.ihe  9|eBUMrMidi|m 
ftt  yosr  iiiqpnenom. 


We  make  constant  une  of  the  wires  in  directioiis,  and,  taking  last  month  as  a  criterion, 
Teoeive  or  send  w  the  average  64  messagea  monthly,  eaoi  raagiog  in  length  fmm 
16  to  100  wovds,  in  many  of  which  errors  to  a  greator  or  leaser  extent  ooenrs  but  on  the 
wliole  we  are  aatisfied  with  didr  general  accvraoy. 

We  tlu  refore  confine  mir  comiilitlnta  to  the  following,  received  within  the  la-^t  few  days, 
which  we  have  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  telegraph  officials  without  ohtaiuiiig  a  sati*' 
tudkavj  expfainalion  of  dm  eaaise  of  the  Umdem  made  in  trsnamisaioin: 

A  mesaage  by  letter  from  Mauritius,  and  correctly  given  fur  transmission  by  our  agents 

in  Gallp,  fpiotcd  n  rertnin  stnplr  export  four  dollart;  ju-r  haj^.  hut  In  the  loleL:rn[i!i  ine^fjn^'tt 
it  i«*  given  ai*  five  d<»llar8  per  bag.  We  art'  aware  thai  a  ucighbouriuj4  firm  iec«5ived  a 
similar  message  in  which  the  same  error  occurred,  and  we  cannot  regard  this  error  other* 
wise  than  a  wilful  one  on  the  part  of  some  in  the  employ  of  the  telegraph. 

A  message  transmitted  from  London  by  letter  to  Bombay  gives  ua  a  limit  two 
tikouaand  pounds,  wUeb  is  deBvered  to  us  as  one  thousand,  and  the  oidy  satisfiwtioak  we 
OMi  obtain  is  die  same  as  i^ven  in  the  &nner  case^ 

Attention  ou^jht  to  be  calleil  to  the  state  of  the  lines  between  Culeufta,  Akyab,  and 
Baiicoon,  and  to  the  aliened  iact  that  between  tliis  and  Jessore  tlic  wires  are  suspended 
om  eUtt  bamboo  poles  whtoh  gave  way  in  every  storm.  This  line  has  been  viitoally  dosed 
for  months  past  through  constant  interruption. 


Our  experience  uf  its  operations  has  led  us  to  the  conclusion  that,  for  commercial 
pirposeii,  it  is  not  of  the  leset  use  as  at  present  conducted.  The  two  great  ee^ential8  to 
render  it  valuable  to  commerce  being  wanting,  viz.,  certainty  ot  transmission  within  a 
proper  time,  and  the  correct  delivery  of  met^sages.  We  have  found  that  messages  by 
telegraph  have  frequently  reached  their  lie^tiiiation  only  a  few  hours  before  the  copy  of 
the  same  by  poet,  and  aomedmes  not  until  after  the  oopy  by  jxmt  has  been  delivered. 
And  Irequently  messages  are  so  distorted  and  rendered  nmnt«lligiblc  that  they  are  not  of 
4«  least  use  when  received. 

"For  thc5e  rea.-oiL'  we  !iave  not  of  late  made  use  of  the  telegra{)h  a.-  a  means  of  commu- 
nication, trusting  in  preference  to  the  slower  but  more  certain  delivery  of  messages  by 
Ae  pott. 


We  do  get  a  few  telegraph  conununications  accasiooally;  but  we  have  never  yet 

received  one  that  waff  nt  any  use  to  ue,  beinp  either  totally  nn intelligible,  OT  utterly 

useless  from  being  "  too  long  on  the  road,"  jjenerallv  l)o(l)  together. 
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App.  N»i  s.         Our  iiu!;:.^age6  are  very  often  too  lato  and  lichind  time.    "We  had  Hoveral  raesaagei  fnjm 
  Akyab  when  tiie  cable  was  in  order,  which  occupied  from  eight  to  nine  days  I 


We  htm  emilmiial  oaoaes  «f  eomplaint  for  mistakes  and  omissions  in  tcl^apbing  our 

ataamors,  and  have  recently  on  more  than  one  ^cca^iou  broufxht  thcni  officially  to  the 
notice  of  Major  Douglas,  but  without  effecting  any  refunu.  Ou  a  recent  occa^iion  also  our 
Madras  afrents  tclegnij.hcd  to  u^,  jirepaying  for  our  reply.  Our  clerk  through  inadvert- 
ence paid  here  for  our  reply,  and  on  pointing  out  the  double  pajment  and  demanding  ft 
refiiiutj  MtjfiK  Doa^m  <m  the  Hih  June  infonned  ua  he  oouMindka  no  refund  henv 


"We  have  a  very  unsatisfactory  account  to  give  of  our  leiegrams.  They  are  often  late, 
— ^ — imiaMi^  and  rarely  oorreot. 


We  hftTa  had  fireqiient  cause  of  ooropkbit. 


Onr  e^erieiMSe  lead*  tia  to  place  little  or  no  oonfidenoe  in  the  telegraph  office  aa  a 
maang  of  trammittiiig  naesaagea. 


The  messages  we  receive  are  frequently  unintelligible!,  particularly  those  fixnn  QftUe* • 
We  think  that  if  the  hour  of  di«p:itch  was  stated  in  the  moHagea,  it  would  be  an  improve- 
ment  and  a  whoteaoine  cheek  to  irrcgularitiaBi 


We  do  not  think  that  the  Electric  Tel^praph  Department  can  be  considered  as  **  efficient 
for  commercial  purposes"  as  it  onght  to  he,  and  as  it  might  be  made,  and  there  is  stiD  a 

sufficient  amount  of  unci-rtainty  afjout  tlic  reccl])t  and  transmipt^iou  of  nie^^agce  a.s  to 
prevent  its  being  need  as  much  as  it  otherwise  could  be,  and  to  constitute  a  great 
drawbaiek  on  its  nseflilness.  It  is  not  nearly  so  well  conducted  lus  in  England  or 
America,  where  mistakes  and  delays  are  rare  indeed,  and  thougli  iji  India  it  probably 
never  will  attain  to  the  same  degree  of  efficiency  as  in  those  countries^  wc  think  it  is 
mudi  more  behind  hand  than  it  <W|^t  he. 

At  the  some  tune  we  are  far  from  thinking  it  as  inefficienfy  aa  many  may  nralmbly 
•ni^poee  it  to  be  £com  the  way  in  which  it  is  abased  in  the  newapapan,  and  from  ue  cases 
there  fpren  (no  douH  coneetly)  whera  it  Ina  failed  s  Aeae  eaaea  of  fidlnre  attract  atten- 
tion, but  when  all  goes  on  well  no  notice  is  taken. 

Wc  have  referred  to  our  accounts,  and  find  that,  in  18(jl,  we  have  sent  telegrams  to 
Ceylon  li>,  Bombay  7,  Madras  5,  Mir/a|X)re  and  other  places  in  India  9,  Melbourne  via 
Galle  6,  London  10  =  56  in  all.  These  arc  telegrams  the  result  of  which  we  know. 
We  may  have  received  about  half  the  abnvo  nund)er,  and  the  rcsuli  is  (hat  thr 
telegrams  have  generally  been  sent  and  received  pretty  fairly  in  point  of  time,  and  that 
the  words  have  come  generally  aocvrate  enough  to  be  intelligible)  in  most  casea  rerr 
nearly  correct,  and  in  a  good  many  cases  quite  correct.  Smne  finea  vppoar  to  he  served, 
being  much  better  tiian  others ;  for  instance,  Calcutta  to  Colombo ;  we  have  sent  19 
mes<a<^c!^,  and  received  20  In  reply,  and  they  were  mostly  in  t^imd  time,  and  nearly  ail 
correct;  probably  this  may  be  partlv  owing  to  the  fact  that  all  were  tu  ilie  mmie  house 
and  all  the  same  subjeet.  "When  delays  ai3  mistakes  have  occurred  in  this  and  former 
years,  vro.  liavc  gencndly  ffumd  them  to  be  wlierc  wc  have  parties  telegraphed  to  for  the 
first  time,  or  upon  new  tubjecta.  For  two  years  we  have  been  sending  messages  to  a 
house  in  London  always  on  same  subject,  anil  they  always  reach  regularly  and  correctly. 
Lately  we  sent  to  Bombay,  for  I^ondon,  three  telegmma  at  same  time,  one  to  this  house, 
and  two  to  new  houses.  Anticipating  difficulty,  we  had  written  in  the  be^nniug  of  the 
year  to  superintendents  at  Komliay  and  tialle,  and  sent  Ih-ts  of  all  hou.-es  m  Kngland  to 
whom  we  expected  to  telegraph,  in  order  that  there  might  be  means  of  correcting  mistakes 
in  names.  Notwithstanding  iMs,  our  tele^am  to  the  dd  correspondent  arrivea  Dorrectlv, 
but  those  to  the  new  oncf  on!v  reached  a  fortnight  later  and  were  (if  no  vahic.  Recently 
we  bad  a  message  six  days  oomiug  from  Bombay,, and  one  was  sent  from  Miriapore,  and 
haa  never  been  received  by  us  at  all.  With  these  three  exceptions  we  have  no 
cases  of  complaint,  but  m  all  three  it  appears  to  us  that  mere  must  have  been 
carelessness. 

Where  messages  arc  incorrect,  it  seems  generally  to  arise  from  a  want  of  intelligence 
on  tlie  part  of  some  of  the  euiployes  of  tlic  department.  We  make  allowance  for  mistakes 
in  case  of  new  and  difficult  matters,  but  such  stupid  blunders  are  sememes  made  as 
would  seem  to  show  that  the  parties  nddng  them  can  hardly  nadentaiid  Uie  Englkk 
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kn^age,  such  bhmdera  as  are  never  made  in  England,  and  which  the  po^searion 

ordinary  intelligence  woiiUl  avdul.  ■ 

We  have  referred  to  our  ovrn  private  experience  of  the  working  of  the  departmcut,  but 
we  are  all  xotereated  in  pnblio  news>  and  we  think  the  department  ia  freely  entided  to 
ohiiu)  orerlit  for  the  pcncrfilly  accurate  dispatch  of  |)ii1)lic  news  from  Knfjiand,  China,  &c., 
and  of  commercial  advices  to  the  Chanibcr  of  Commerce  from  England,  Bombay,  and 
China ;  in  the  China  qnotatiaiis,  however,  miatakea  are  made  more  fnquendy  than  they 
onght  to  be. 

We  do  not  nse  the  telegraph  as  much  as  we  would  do  if  it  were  more  accurate,  and  we 
believe  it  migiit  be  made  nmch  more  arcunito  by  the  fiiqtloymciit  nf  better  men,  :ind  their 
better  pay  meat  uece&nary  to  secure  a  better  claM.  We  believe  the  department  pays  a 
profit  at  present,  and,  if  eo,  it  would  be  only  just  to  unprove  it :  we  beKeve  it  would  pay 
well  also  to  do  it,  ub  maoy  more  messsaj^es  would  be  sent.  In  cases  of  proved  neglect, 
what  is  paid  for  mesiiages  certainly  ought  to  be  refunded,  aud  part  or  the  whole  of  auch  ' 
vefond  should  be  deducted  from  lihe  pav  of  the  person  in  fault.  Good  men  ahould  be 
employed,  they  should  Imve  good  pay,  and  be  told  that  they  would  lose  part  if  they  com- 
mitted serious  fault.  This  is  the  system  in  ihe  Bank  of  England  in  the  cashier's  de])art- 
ment,  or  ut-ed  to  be.  The  elerks  were  paid  "rink  money"  ;  if  tlicy  over-iiaid  a  cheque  or 
lost  money  in  other  ways,  they  were  liable  to  make  good  tlie  loss  ;  if  they  made  no  mis- 
takes, diey  kept  the  risk  money.  We  think  that  if  some  mich  plan  were  tried  here  it 
would  be  well  ;  tlip  good  men  wmild  like  it.  At  present  it  takes  pnme  tunc  and  trouble  to 
write  in  with  particuiarB  of  complaint,  and  all  that  ever  ^ot  is  an  expression  of  regret, 
die  aimouncement  that  no  money  can  he  returned,  aad  an  mtimation  that  the  culprit  has 
been  reprimanded.  We  have  generally  sent  in  comjilMnt  ourselves,  but  we  know'  «f 
others  who  do  not,  considering  wat  it  is  only  waste  of  time  as  well  as  of  money. 


In  reply  to  your  favour,  calling  on  \ia  for  an  ex])ressi(in  of  our  opinion  ai<  ti>  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  electric  telegraph  for  commercial  purpuiieii,  we  regret  to  say  wc  have  no 
great  faitlx  in  the  utility  of  the  department  while  under  its  present  management,  as 
through  the  frequent  disappointments  we  have  met  with  in  consequence  of  the  delay,  or 
unintelligible  state  of  our  message.^,  we  have  almost  ceased  t«)  make  use  of  thi^  means  of 
communication,  of  which  we  would  gladly  and  Irequently  avail  had  we  any  as.«urance  that 
we  could  do  so  with  the  certiunty  that  our  messages  would  meet  with  even  oniinary  care 
in  transmisdon.  K%  it  is,  we  are  doubtful  of  the  expediency  of  paying  heavily  for  mes- 
sages wifb  a  great  chance  of  their  miscarrying,  or  wlilch  may  be  delivered  at  a  tiTnc,  not 
only  to  be  of  no  use,  but  possibly  of  harm,  as  the  features  of  the  matter  of  which  tlioy 
treated  may  have  altered.  We  have  suffered  considerably  ourselves  by  the  length  of  time 
our  fcleprajih^  to  Akyab,  Galle,  aud  other  places  have  been  in  transit,  and  we  have  In  en 
put  tu  mucli  inconvenience  lately  by  a  message  from  Galle  to  our  addre.-^s  not  lia\ iug 
reached  us  until  five  days  after  its  date,  and  then  in  an  uuinteiligiblc  form.  It  ran  thus : — 
<<  Muster  for  Leeds,  no  ebiilin^s  for  Graham."  The  superintendent  reiiised  to  a«k  for  n 
repetition,  though  the  wording  m  its  present  form  is  meaningU  .-s,  and  hatt  no  reference  to 
our  business ;  and  when  we  infjuired  if  we  must  pay  for  this  wortbb  --  affiiii'.  I'li-  ;  r;.ly 
was,  that  "  If  yuu  do  not  pay.  you  will  never  receive  another  bearing  mesisjige."  in  ani«wcr 
tooiir  eomplaints  to  Uie  superintendent  here,  we  have  generally  been  sent  [mntod  circulars, 
giving  uf  no  ^^atitiaeuon  or  explanation  whatever. 

Not  only  in  tlie  working  of  the  telegraph  itself,  but  in  the  commonest  dct.nils  of  the 
office,  the  greatest  carelessness  sceni.-*  to  exist :  tor  ^()  late  an  yestci-day  we  received  a  letter 
addressed  to  us,  enclosing  a  returned  telegram  intended  for  Messrs.  Maddnnon,  Mao 
ken^e  and  Company,  whihs  llut  firm  w««  sent  a  message  intended  for  ns. 


In  answer  to  your  circular  letter  of  date  25th  instant,  wishing  our  opinion  with  regard 
to  the  efficiency  of  the  electric  telegraph  for  commercial  purposes,  wc  have  to  state  that 
our  own  ex]ierioncc  of  tltc  irrer^ularity  and  incorrectness  with  which  very  many  of  our 
messages  have  been  forwarded,  haa  caused  us  to  conclude  tliat  this  department  of  Govern- 
ment has  been  inefficiently  wrought.  Not  a  few  of  our  intended  telegrams  never  reached 
their  de^.tiii;:tion  ;  and  flie  same  applies  to  messages  intended  for  us  froni  ofber  st^itions'. 
Many  were  incorrectly  forwarded,  leaving  the  recciverti  only  to  gue&s  at  tbc  nicamng,  and 
some  were  quite  unintdligible. 


JEle^ding  the  punctuality  and  correctness  in  the  transmission  of  messagea  by  the 
electric  telegraph,  we  have  to  bring  to  tiie  notice  of  the  Chamber  ikat  a  message  from 

London,  dispatched  from  Bombay  on  tlic  9th  instant,  reached  us  only  yesterday  evening, 
taking  nine  days  for  transmission,  while  the  copy  of  the  above  message  c.im«  to  hand 
yesterday  morning  by  the  ustinl  Bombay  n^ail. 

On  Fcvcral  occasions  we  had  to  complain  of  the  general  management  of  tbc  telegraph 
office  for  irregularities ;  we  have  always  Leon  told  by  the  otiicials  that  we  have  to  make 

our  comphunt  either  to  Galle  or  Bonkuiy,  as  the  fantt  was  never  with  ih«m,  thneattning 
0.43.  8k8  to 
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A|>f^  N«  C     to  stop  ^  our  meeeagee  if  we  did  not  {My  for  IlioM  tUmt  dtfier  we  DF«ra  O'MNluurgiad  fii^ 

n  or  they  caine  In  an  ^lnin^  lI'L^il  lc  kiiguatre. 


n^^riwt  ftwn  fiirwtti 

For 

Beiclied 

NmImt  of 

W!>MARK«. 

SMhIfaylMl-     •     -  - 

Aboirtl2tli 

4 

T{K>  bte, 

Itehw^bBMMe  tto  Sm  VM 

DiHNitcboil  from 


lit  Jane  1861 


90th 


BSMAKIS. 


We  h«f«  MiaoB  nceiMd  ao  £iKUah  nail 
■MMeiafcHtiaa. 


ThU  m«MI»^«  took  (lie  ump  time  M  th* 
uprm  letter  which  it  was  inteaded  to 


We  have  not  tried  the  electric  telegraph  much  of  late,  because  of  the  nnrntiifBOtorinooB 
-of  the  working  of  it.    Above  ie  s  note  of  our  latest  meaaages,  and  their  result. 


We  have  had  iVequent  cau«c  <>t  complumt  reganling  our  mefiiages  ln»m  Saugor  and 
Galle,  those  from  the  latter  station  being  frequently  24  hours  and  more  behind  the  last  of 
tlie  public  news.  We  lunre  also  had  to  coraDiain  that  tlie  role  which  provides  for  private 
mesfages  being  sent  off  in  the  order  in  whten  the^  are  tendered  i»  apparently  little 
garded  in  the  Gallc  office,  and  our  experience  of  corresjiondenoe  with  the  department  for 
Tedreea  of  grievances  ^cven  when  made  in  the  n)o«t  spccitic  form  j  is?  muet  unsatisfactory. 
Hie  oompiilsory  nwertion  in  a  telegram  of  the  date  and  hour  at  which  it  was  dispatched 
wouM.  wo  think,  be  a  practioal  benefit^  and  be  geneiaUy  acceptable  even  if  adding  riightif 
to  the  cost  of  the  same. 


We  TeceiTe  messagee  from  Bombay  on  arriva]  of  every  mail,  whiehi  occupy  three  or 

fcair  days  in  reaching  us,  be?idr?  receiving  and  M.nding  meaea^jes  fmin  and  to  Bombay 
and  other  places  very  often.  With  one  or  two  exceptions  they  never  have  reached  their 
destination  at  tlie  time  they  ^^houhl  liave  duue  bo,  aud  sometimes  messages  that  have  been 
sent  have  never  reached  at  all.  ^Vo  comphuned  at  firs^  but  never  got  any  sattafikotionp 
aud  of  late  have  kept  do  record. 


Home  Department— Electric  Telegraph. — (No.  1800.) 

From  Grey^  E6<|.j  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  India,  to  Lieutenant  C«)loucl 
C.  Douglas,  Officiating  Director  General  of  Telegraphs  in  India;  dated  Fort  WilUaaoi, 
28  September  1861. 

I  AM  directed  to  forward  for  your  consideration  the  accompanying  copies  of  communis 

cations  from  the  Chainhcrf!  of  Cornmercc  at  Calcutta,  ^I;idra.'^,  and  ijinnlj  iv,  in  re[ilv  t<i  a 
reference  made  lo  tiieiu  uu  ilie  wuikiiig  uf  the  telegraph  departiaeut,  and  to  request  that 
you  will  favour  the  Governur  General  in  Coundl  with  the  expression  of  your  Opinion  m 
the  propositions  amtuincd  in  them  for  the  general  improvement  of  the  de]>artmeBL 

2.  With  reference  to  the  opinion  given  by  the  Calcutta  Chamber  of  Commerce,  that 
Ae  work  would  be  better  done  by  entni.sting  the  management  of  electric  communication  to 

]»ri\  ate  entcrprir^e,  I  am  directed  to  Imiuire  whether  there  is  any  line  which,  in  your  opinion^ 
could,  as  an  experimental  measure,  be  ooaveniently  entrusted  to  a  private  company. 

1  have,  &c. 
(signed)       fF,  Grey, 
Seoretary  to  the  GK»venunent  of  India. 
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i'rom  W.  R.  Arbuthmt,  Esq.,  Cbalmuui}  Chamber  of  CuH»aierc«,  to  W.  Grtf,  £tRq.>  ^ 
Sceretary  to  dra  GoTeniiDent.of  IndiB ;  dated  Madras,  7  October  1861.   

Willi  refc'ieuce  to  iny  letter  of  the  7th  Aui^u-t,  T  have  now  the  honour  to  annex  a 
return  of  telegraphic  messages  received  and  di.-]i;i)(  lu"d  during  the  month  of  August,  as 
furnished  to  me  bj  three  establLduDenta,  two  of  them  bouaes  of  business,  the  third  a  jotai' 
stock  bank. 


BETiriUf  of  Teiegraphio 

Messages  received  in  August       -  ^33 

Of  that  number  one  message  from  Akyab  came  to  hsad  in  an  ttmntelligible 
shape,  and  with  figures  altered  aad  mutilated.    Asotker  from  Baogoon  was 
also  searoely  intelligibly  and  two  more  oontaiiied  trifling  errors. 
Message  dispatched    -  139 

The  fate  (if  these  messages  is  thus  reported: — 

Never  delivered  jg 
Of  whieh  one  was  addressed  to  Kamptee  and  anodier  to  Tutioorin. 

Serious  niul  uti  explained  delay      -  j 
The  above  was  a  message  dispatched  30th  August  to  Kamptee,  but  not 
delivered  till  6th  September. 

Unremarked  upon,  and  therefore  presumed  to  have  boon  dulj  delivered  •      -  136 


Copy  forwarded  for  information  to  the  Officiating  Director  General  of  Telegraphs  in 
India,  in  continuation  of  Letter  Ko.  1«(J0,  dated  the  2bth  fecpteuiber. 

By  order,  &c. 

Home  Dopurhiient,  (  -igncd)       J.  H.  liivvit  Carnac, 

22  October  1861.  Officiating  Under  i^ccretarj  to  the  Govenunent  of  India. 


Trom  Lieatenant  Colonel  C.  Davglatf  OnHoiating  Direetor  General  of  Telegraplis  in 
India,  to  IV.  Grctf,  Esq.,  Secretary  (0  the  Government  of  India  (Nob  2044);  dated 

9  November  1861. 

XtErLTiXG  to  your  No.  1800  of  the  28th  September  last,  forwariliiii^  cojiu  s  of  comrau- 
nicHtions  from  the  (.'hamhers  of  Commerce  at  Calcutta,  Madras,  aud  Bouibay,  and  re- 

auesting  my  opinion  on  the  propositions  contained  in  them  for  the  general  improvement  of 
le  department,  and  wbetber  X  consider  there  is  any  line  which  oould,  as  an  experimental  ' 
measure,  be  oonvciuendy  eotroated  to  a  private  company. 

2.  In  Ibe  letter  from  the  Calcutta  -Chamber  there  Is  no  definite  proposition  made.  The 

allusion  to  \]\v  inditt'erent  workinl,^  wliicli  tlic  f'luunlioi'  anticipate  will  continue  so  Joncj  jis 
a  single  wire  is  t}iu  only  means  ot  coiiutmaiuatitiu,  itointti  to  the  desirability  of  employing 
a  greater  number.  I  have  already  alluded  to  the  advantagtis  to  lie  derived  from  a  eeeond 
line  to  Bombay  in  my  No.  1526,  of  12th  September  1861,  and  the  earliest  opportunity 
will  be  taken,  on  the  arrival  of  the  new  insulatttrs,  which  it  is  understood  aiv  on  tneir  way, 
from  England  tt)  report  upon  their  efficiency  or  otherwise  for  insulating  a  double  set  of 
vires  in  the  same  supports  in  view  to  the  sanction  ^of  Government  beii^  obtained  to  the 
employment  of  an  additional  wire  on  the  Bombay  line. 

3.  The  Calcutta  Chamber  attribute  the  "  gross  errors  which  so  frequently  occur  in  the 

messages"  tn  the  employment  of  natives  and  Kur;i-lan.=i.  From  the  evidence  of  the  Compliant 
Office  I  do  not  consider  that  gross  errors  are  IrLtjuoaL  when  compared  witJi  ihc  uumber  of 
measages  transmitted,  which,  during  the  uast  official  year,  were  240,451,  exclusive  of 
those  on  departmental  service.  The  complaints  ri^arding  errors  onlj^  during  the  same 
period,  were  139,  and  tlui,  although  any  obstacles  that  may  have  been  supposed  by  the 
public  to  exist  to  redress  in  such  miittor->,  ninv  fairly  be  i<nisIdLTed  to  liave  been  removed 
eince  the  establishment  of  the  General  Compliuut  Office  in  I860,  and  which  was  in  efficient 

Feration  during  the  entire  period  alluded  to  by  the  Chamber.  In  justice  to  the  si<^nallera 
nin>-t  remark  that,  in  eonsequencc  of  the  absence  of  insulation,  and  tlie  difficulties 
resulting  from  tlie  ^eat  dibiauetu-i  between  contiguous  offices,  comnuuucatiou  is  sometimes 
only  possible  with  ngmllera  skilled  to  recognise  a  word  from  two  or  three  of  its  lettenb 
and  in  this  way  correspondence  has  frequentlv  to  be  earned  on  during  the  rains*  OT 
course  this  is  only  possible  with  the  best  signallers. 

4.  Among  the  compluuts  in  the  extract  firom  the  opinions  of  the  leading  mMTohMils  oT 
0.43.  3x4  Catenttn, 
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Nob  s.  Calcutta,  bfonght  prominently  ftrwud  as  exMnpfeBt  I  notiQe  that  fiur  mAf  to  tbe  cih«iif(^ 
  i]ig<tfiigtirM,  Mid  an  M  follows :~ 

Thirtieth  -  for  Thirteenth. 
Hundreds    •  for  TboiiMndB. 

Vi\-i'     -        -  for  Four. 

One  ihousiiud  for  Two  tliousand. 

The  liabilt^  of  the  telcgr^h  to  mistakes  of  this  nature  jraioted  out  in  Clause  XYI.  of 
lite  Rales  of  the  Department,  and  the  means  suggested  tc>  lenen  the  risk  of  errors  in  thu 
particular  are  laid  down  for  th<?  jTtiidnnce  of  genders  of  mcs^a^os.  and  where  the  recom- 
mendations there  given  have  been  acted  njinn,  I  have  never  known  a  single  instance  of 
enor.  The  Euiopcan  public,  although  well  awnre  that  repetition  is  desirable  for  the  cor- 
rect transmission  of  numbers,  persistenUjr  neglect  the  inexpnuiTO  inaiuraiiee  obtained  hj 
this  method,  or  by  giving  the  doubles  or  the  halves,  and  I  can  onlv  ascribe  this  to  »fome 
mcb  reason  as  that  lately  ^ivcn  to  me  Itv  the  manager  of  a  local  bank  in  eonversatioa 
with  reference  to  an  error  in  numbers  which  had  caused  loss  and  inconvenience.  It  was  to 
tins  effi»et :  that  so  few  errors  ooemred  in  their  unrepeated  messages  that  they  did  not  think 
it  worth  their  while  to  pay  fi>r  rpjictition.  Tlie  only  remedy  for  thid  state  of  thirifrs  is  for 
the  department,  in  justice  tu  itself,  to  do  what  its  custonierii  decliuc  duiiig,  and  to  nsakc  it  a 
rale  that  in  sU  cases  of  proper  name^  numbers,  ur  words  used  in  the  ab^tmct  and  wi(iu>ut 
connection,  ar.d  wlu  i  o  no  aid  is  consequently  afforded  by  the  context  to  the  detection  of 
error,  that  reptitition  of  such  words  be  given  by  the  department  without  charge.  Some 
anehrule  is  indispcnsalile  if  tlie  do]iarfiient  U  to  l>e  lu-ld  re-|Min-il)le  for  the  refund  of  ail 
meaiages  in  which  error.s  are  made.  The  Chamber  allude  with  refercoce  to  error*  to  tbe 
** mistaken  policy"  of  employing  natives  and  Eurasian*.  Witkont  importing  ladiH  from 
Eiiudiuid,  natives  and  Eurasians  must  be  emplnyrd.  The  mass  of  our  .-i;;iia!ler>  are 
Eurasians,  the  sons  of  persons  in  humble  circuiiiistances,  and  doubtless  many  eirorti  may 
be  attrilnited  to  the  limited  education  of  thei^c  classeSi  from  which  alone,  a«  a  rule,  the 
signalling  braneh  uf  the  department  has  hitherto  been  reeruited.  Assuming  that  there 
i«  no  intention  of  iuiporting  lads  from  England,  I  believe  that  a  larger  introduction  of 
native  signallers  would  be  an  adx  antufje.  'i  he  recent  (  Xjjeni  lu  c  of  the  Barrackpore 
Tnt*"'"g  tSchool  has  shown  that  the  natives,  who  have  jiresented  themselves  for  admittance 
into  the  department,  pomess,  as  a  role,  a  better  knowledge  <^  Englidi  than  the  dass  of 
Kurasians  who  usunllv  seek  employment  in  the  tcleijraph,  although  the  pay  of  the  former 
on  the  scale  lately  introduced  is  only  half  that  of  the  latter  class,  it  has  been  found  suffi- 
elent  to  obtun  for  die  Barrackpore  School  all  tbe  native  probationers  that  were  required. 

4.  I  consider  the  chief  cause  of  error  to  be  the  yonth  of  the  mass  of  tbe  signalling  portion 

of  the  d{!partmcnt,  a  consequence  of  tbe  rapid  cxtensiMi  of  Ihc  lines,  and  perhaps  to  care- 
Icssnesti  resulting  from  diasatisfaction  on  the  part  of  those  employed,  and  conscouent 
frequent  re3n;gaation8.  I  attribute  this  feeling  to  tlic  late  short-handed  eondition  of  the 
de^tment,  which  led  to  exoessive  work,  and  also  to  the  knowledge  of  the  signallers  thati 
under  eneh  circumstances,  'dieur  services  couM  not  be  dispensed  with.  This  knowledge 
led  to  Insubordination,  and  its  natural  result,  difmissal.  Another  cause  of  error  ]<  douht- 
less  that  to  which  I  have  before  alluded,  viz.,  the  defective  education  of  the  classes  trum 
wlddi  the  signalling  ranks  are  filled. 

5.  The  number  of  lads  that  have  been  trained  dnrii^the  past  season,  by  increasing  the 
strength  of  the  offices,  has  rendered  it  possible  to  dlenuss  insubordinate  signallers,  and  as 
every  signaller  now  dismissed  is  debarred  by  departmental  orders  from  re-entering  the 
deportment,  tiiere  is  now  mom  heutation  in  JCftinbg  than  was  foimerly  the  case; 

6.  Something  may,  however,  he.  attributed  to  the  method  of  receiving  messages  by 
sound.  Under  circumstances  otherwise  similar,  I  am  inclined  to  tiie  o])ini(m  that  receiv- 
ing by  sound  admits  of  at  least  equal  acenracy  to  that  of  reeeiviug  by  sight,  hut  in  the 
former,  if  a  signaller  mistakes  a  word  or  hesitates  to  Its  meaning  while  thinking  what 
word  should  be  put  down,  several  others  immediately  fuUowiug,  aa  well  as  the  word  on 
which  the  doubt  arose,  wiU  escape  his  attention,  and  will  be  put  down  inaccurately  rather 
than  let  the  course  of  the  message  be  interrupted,  and  this  is  especially  the  case  when  a 
juuiur  and  wmparatively  unsKilled  signaller  is  receiving  from  an  impatient  and 
smart  senior.  In  receiving  by  8ohik1  it  also  frequently  haj>|>cns  that  the  signaller,  after 
receiving  the  first  three  or  four  letters,  assumes  the  idea  present  in  his  mind  as  to 
what  the  word  will  be  as  correct,  and  neglccta  to  notice  any  change  in  its  termina- 
tion. This  is  partioularlj'  the  case  with  words  ending  in  the  plural  number,  and 
with  such  words  as"  battery,""'  re[»eatcd,"  "currency,"  which  are  liable  to  bcrhangeil  into 
"  battalion,"  "  repealed."  and  "currently,"  and  to  any  others  with  similar  terminations. 
There  was  this  great  disadvantage  in  receiving  by  sight  from  the  original  Morse  Instru- 
ineut,  viz.,  that  the  signs  were  not  coloured  as  in  ordinary  writing,  but  were  merely  cni- 
hosscd  impressions  on  plain  white  paper  which  were  at  no  time  very  legible,  and  were 
frequently  almost  illegible  either  from  the  li^ht  beinff  bad,  or  from  its  not  falling  in  the 
required  direction,  or  from  the  diflSeolties  which  the  a«l^ttstment  of  the  apparatus  necei!s.«nry 
for  the  [iri'duction  of  elcar  indentati(m«  offt  red  to  signallers ;  nevei  llieless,  even  under 
these  disadvantages,  the  system  of  reading  iVoni  the  embossed  t:i]ie  docs  appear  to  have 
secured  greater  aecurney  than  reeeiving  hy  car,  a  result  nscrihalile  to  the  circumstiinco 
that  under  the  fot  nu  r  plan  the  receiver  need  not  have  the  cii[iucltv  of  rocrI\iu[:-  a<  -mnrtly 
as  the  trantuuiiter  that  of  sending,  as  tiic  message,  on  being  wriileu  duwu,  couid  he  read 
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at  Ieime>   The  rt-introduction  of  the  system  of  reading  by  eye  would,  I  consider,  with     App.  No.  ^- 

the  present  instntmcTits,  Lc  uiipracticaWe.  a.«  I  feel  conviuct-d  that  tlic  loud  cliok  of  the 

apparutuii  would  have  the  game  ctfcct  on  the  sigualler  accuiitomuj  to  rectiive  by  ear  who 

attempted  to  copy  from  the  tape,  as  that  of  a  person  speaking  in  the  hearing  of  another 

writtng.   The  mtrodootion,  hoveTcr^  of  the  new  French  instruments,  the  click  of  the 

ttrmatare  of  whiolk  ii  nearly  inau^ble,  and  by  which  die  nesMge  te  written  down  on 

paper  in  a  black  pigment,  'will,  'I  have  reason  to  hope,  load  to  trroatcr  accuracy  than 

hitherto,  and  this  the  more  eo  as  our  establishment  is  so  very  largely  composed  of  recently 

admitted  and  luJ&tndned  lada  witfi  whom  correct  reodiving  by  ear  is  still  a  matter  of 

difficulty.    It  must  not,  ho-n-cver.  be  snpposcd  that  l)y  any  system  not  purely  and  entirely 

mechanical  error  can  be  entirely  avoided.    At  each  atatioii  at  which  the  uiewage  has  of 

necessity  to  be  repeated,  whether  it  be  received  by  eye  or  ear,  it  must  be  written  down  in 

erdmary  oharaoters  on  paper,  and  errors  arise  both  in  this  writing  down  and  in  the  reading 

of  wliat  is  written  by  the  signaller  who  has  the  duty  of  sending  it  on.    A  dooble  line 

would  materially  contribute  to  reduce  thin  clans  of  error  by  permitting  the  exclusive  use 

of  one  line  for  through  messages  only,  thereby  diminishing  the  number  of  repeating 

•latioiiB,  and  reducing  Ae  ptopwlum  ex  error  £ram  die  eauses  just  referred  to. 

7.  The  ^la Jras  Chamber  make  two  propositions : — 

Ist.  "  That  the  date  and  hour  of  dispatch  of  a  telegraphic  meeeagc  be  included, 
if  required,  free  of  expense  to  the  eeader." 

2nd.  "  That  in  the  case  of  messages  deliTOred  in  an  unintelligible  shap«»  a  refund 
be  allowed  even  though  the  repeating  charge  may  not  bare  been  piud." 

8.  Tbe  first  proposition  is  already  in  force  with  regard  to  service  messages,  and  I  bave 
for  some  time  haa  a  prqpoeal  in  view  to  extend  the  arrangement  to  private  me8«agcs  by 
charging  for  every  word^  in  tte  addrev  instead  of  only  for  certain  words  as  at  present, 
ud  givug  the  date  free  in  evecy  instance. 

9.  Regarding  the  2nd  proposal,  I  oonnder  that  the  present  repetition  ehaige  is  heavy, 

and  that  both  it  and  the  night  charge  might  be  reduced,  the  former  to  50  per  cent  and 
the  latter  to  25  per  cent,  upon  the  ordinary  message  instead  of  100  per  cent,  as  they  both 
are  at  present.  If  the  Ciovernnient  desire,  I  will  offer  no  olijectiori  to  the  pfopot.al  to  i^ive 
refunds  for  errors  on  unrepeated  messages  being  experimentally  introduced,  limiting  the 
refund  fo  Aat  portion  of  we  message  rendered  unintelligible,  and  to  eases  in  which  it  is 
clear  that  the  portion  ha.'*  been  rendered  ■worthies"  by  the  i  rror.  Tins  princl|jle  of  partial 
refund  on  reiietitiou  inessagess  has  lately  been  introduced  in  couiequence  of  ita  ^ving 
been  found  that  persons  have  not  scrupled  to  claim  refund  for  the  whole  value  of  a  message 
in  which  a  single  word  only  had  been  erroneously  transmitted.  If  the  concession  in  the 
charge  for  repetition  and  nl^ht  charge  above  suggested  be  approved,  I  thinic  that  the 
proposal  to  refunds  on  otner  than  repeated  messages  might,  for  the  present,  be  held 
in  abeyance. 

10.  The  proposal  of  the  Bombay  Chamber  has  reference  to  tlie  late  frauds  in  that 
Presidency.  As  the  recent  cases  arc  the  first  whieh  are  hnown  to  have  occurred  since 
the  establishment  of  the  telegraph  in  1835,  it  does  not  appear  to  me  dc.^iralile  to  appoint 
**  a  secret  couuuittee,  under  the  guidance  of  an  experienced  officer  trained  in  Eagland," 
in  view  to  bringing  the  real  salliors  of  these  frauds  to  justice,  more  especially  as  they 
wpear  to  be  veil  Inown.  and  a  want  of  evidence  alone  prevented  their  being  brought  to 
trial  at  the  time  of  Pictall  and  AlIen*B  conviction. 

11.  "With  reference  to  the  concluding  paragraph  of  your  letter,  the  Bengal  Chamber 
are  of  opinion  that  "  telegraphic  communication  in  India  would  be  worked  more  satisfao> 
torily  and  profitably  to  the  Government  and  the  public  if  it  was  entrusted  to  ^private 
enterprise."  In  no  part  of  the  world,  with  the  excejition  of  England  and  America,  are 
the  lines  of  tclcfrraph  in  private  hands;  and  I  do  consider  that  a  mixed  ownership  of  the 
system  of  lines  on  the  continent  of  India  would  be  at  all  satisfactory  either  to  tiie  pi-o> 
prietors  or  the  pubUe.  There  are  almdy  several  lines  of  telegraph  m  private  haud^,  I 
allude  to  those  of  the  pcvcral  Kailwny  Comt>anies  wliich  have  power  to  transmit  private 
messages  in  all  cases  where  the  Government  have  no  co-ordinate  lines.  Should,  however, 
other  private  companies  desire  to  undertake  telegraph  management,  there  is  no  line  wUch 
could  be  so  conveniently  made  over  to  them  as  that  connecting  Calcutta  with  Kangoom 
and  the  local  lines  in  that  province.    These  lines  connecting  three  very  important  places 

of  commerce,  Calcutta,  Akyab,  and  Rang<Hm,  with  the  advantages  of  posaible  extension  • 
to  the  port  of  Moulmein  appear  to  hold  out  every  prost)ect  of  being  remunerative,  and  the 
&et  or  the  telegraph  lines  in  Pegu  being  very  largely  used  in  (Adal  corrc8{iondcnce, 
owing  to  the  tardlnes.s  of  j)o.sfal  communication,  offers  additional  prospectof  ruofit.  Should 
the  GovernmcQt  decide  on  ^uch  a  transfer,  I  tliink  it  as  well  to  mention  thai  the  offices 
Are  being  weeded  of  unfit  f.ignaller.^,  and  provided  with  the  best  instruments,  and  I  have 
little  doubt  but  thn^  by  the  end  of  the  year  both  establishments,  instruments,  and linaa 
will  be  i  .  ^1  I  I  t,  and  the  business  of  the  lines  ready  for  immediate  transfer  to  a 
private  company.  I  may  add  that  a  line  on  which  I  have  been  requested  by  the  Bengal 
Ch)vernment  to  report.  Viz.,  an  extension  of  the  Calcutta  and  South  JQastem  Railway 
IMS,  8  L  Telegraph, 
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App.  Nok  «.     "Telegraph,  from  the  port  of      Mndtli  to  Hie  manAi  of  dwt  river,  might  also,  if  dedd«4 

,  on,  be  adv!iiitagcoti«ly  transfprrcrl  to  a  privntc  compfiny. 

Of  the  lines  aud  offices  in  India  gouemlly,  some  (I  may  inHtanoe  tliose  hence  to  Bombay) 
■re  mnch  more  than  eclf-aupporting.  There  are  otliere,  however,  which  can  expect  no 
bu^incsa  PTcrpt  thnt  f1<  rived  from  the  Government.  Thoae  are  lines  estalfl'i-hed  for 
political  ubjcctti  only,  tiucli  as  that  from  Lahore  to  Peshawar.  The  value  of  tlie  jKilitical 
eervicce  rendered  by  these  lines  may  be  considered  by  the  Government  as  an  c<^)uivalent 
for  their  co«t,  but  no  returns  ihcy  are  likely  to  yield  at  any  early  date  would  offer  any 
enoouragement  fo  a  {mTate  company  to  be  eonneeted  with  tliem. 

I  asBume  ihut  the  reasons  ^vliii-h  inlc'hf  inrline  the  GovemmrTit  to  make  over  a  jN>rtion 
of  the  lines  to  a  private  company  arc,  that  such  an  arrangement  would  secure  a  more 
honest  and  economical  adminiitntion  than  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  Government  to  oom- 
maiui.  I  (1(1  n(4  hcUcvo.  tliere  arc  any  grounds  for  expectinr^  either  rcpiilt.  Tlie  Knirlish 
telegraplia  are  not  Irce  fiom  the  imputation  of  dishonest  traffioking  with  the  mnvn  com- 
mitted tu  them  for  trant-miaeion,  and  the  history  of  English  Railways  and  other  Joint  Stock 
AMMiation«>  both  in  Bn^land  and  other  oountriea*  i  think,  provefl  that  while  bonneik 
if  within  tiieeompafli  of  a  ni^le  individual,  ia  as  a  rule  much  more  economically  conduoted 
than  it  ever  could  be  by  Government,  ihrre  is  no  reason  fir  believing  that  w]u  ro  tlie 
extent  of  the  bu$:ine.e!<  requires  the  resources  of  a  company  for  its  management,  its  admioia- 
tratlon  would,  in  any  reapect,  be  more  effidentormore  economical  tim  if  under  die 
management  of  the  QoT«nment 


(Uome  Department — ^Electric  Telegraph. — ^Ko.  360.) 

From  W.  Grey,  Esq.,  Secretary'  to  the  GoTemment  of  India,  to  H.  W.  J.  Wood,  Esq.^ 
Secretary  to  Bengal  Chamber  of  Gonnnerce}  dated  fort  WilUam,  15  January  1862. 

Sir, 

I  AM  directed  to  ackno\vk  d;_'i-'  the  rocei|it  of  your  lette  r,  dated  the  I44h  of  August  last^ 
replying  to  my  comrauniealion  _Xo.  isijS,  dated  the  12tli  of  Jiiue. 

2.  The  Chamber  was  requested  in  my  letter  of  June  to  favour  the  Government  with 
their  freneral  opinion  aa  Co  the  effidency  of  the  electric  telegraph  for  commercial  purpoee^ 
and  to  ftindsh  a  ptatcnient  of  t!ic  totiil  number  of  messages  sent  or  received  during  a  given 
period  by  any  firm  or  establishment  connected  with  the  Chamber,  showing  what  propor- 
tion of  them  were  delivered  with  reaeonablc  punctuality  and  correctneWj  and  in  what 
proDortion  any  deli^  or  emv  occurred  ao  i»%t^"^>  aa  to  dietraot  from  the  commercial  value 
of  nils  meana  of  eonunmiioalion.  It  waa  intimated  aho  diat  the  Gh>Temmeiit  would  be 
glad  f  (>  receiye  any  niggestiona  the  Chamber  mi^t  Imve  to  offer  for  ih»  improTement  of 
the  telegraph. 

3.  The  Chamber,  it  is  prestuuedi  has  been  unable  to  fumisli  tlu;  statement  of  messaeea 
which  tlie  Govemmeut  aaked  for,  aa  no  aueh  statement  aocompauled  your  letter,  wbae 

.been  received  sinoe^ 

4.  Tlie  Committee  of  the  Chamber,  in  reply  to  the  request  for  their  general  opinion  as 
to  the  tiliicicncy  ot"  the  Telegraph  Departaieut,  state  that  they  consider  the  rh"]»:irtincnt 
deficient  in  dispatch  and  accuracy,  though,  they  add,  they  can  only  speak  pracucally  as 
regarda  the  latter.  In  supjMjrt  of  tJieir  \iew  on  that  point,  extracts  from  the  opinionaof 
MTCral  leading  merchants  of  Calcutta  are  submitted  with  your  letter. 

6.  The  committee  observe  that  they  believe  the  unsatisfactory  working  of  the  depart- 
ment to  be  ow-ing  to  "  defective  ( onstraction  and  bad  organisation  "  and  Biey  express  an 

Siinion  that  if  the  construction  had  been  entrusted  to  persons  con%-ersant  with  the 
uropean  system,  and  not  to  mere  theorists,  "  the  chief  detects  now  evident  would  have 
been  av  oided."  The  defects  of  construction  here  alluded  to  are  not  specified  in  your 
letter.  It  is  ui^ed,  boweTer,  and  perliapfl  thia  ia  meant  aa  an  instance  of  dcfecti%-c  con- 
etmctioa,  that  neither  eoReettteaa  nor  diamldi  can  be  expected  when  the  meaiu  of 
tnukamushm  are  limited  to  a  amgle  wire. 

6.  With  regard  to  the  organif-ation  of  the  department,  the  committee  comment  on  "  the 
mistaken  poHry  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  who,  for  economical  reasons,  have  thr.ui^ht 
proper  to  cmjjloy  on  low  ralaries  as  signallers  and  copyists  persons  chiefly  native^  and 
Eui-at;ians,  whose  want  of  education  and  proper  trainmg  render-?  them  unfit  for  the 
appointmenta  which  they  hold."  The  eranmittee  add  that  they  have  also  been  informed 
^i4Mihe  inapectora  are  not  iufloi«id:y  numermu  to  keep  up  an  efficient  eupermion  of  tfas 

7.  Lastly,  the  committee  ntatc  their  opinion  that  "  telegraphic  cnmniuuication  in  India 
would  be  worked  more  satiefactorily  aiul  profitably  to  tb^  Government  and  the  publi«» 
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if  it  were  «Bttii«tad  to  privM«  •Btwptiii,  fitf  whioh  eapilal  ooiild  nad%  b«  fimnd  in    App.  No.  a. 

England."   

8.  Yniir  letter  and  xig.  enclosure,  as  well  a-s  tlie  repliea  rcrcivcd  from  flic  Madras  and 
Uombay  Cbaiubers  of  Commerce  to  a  !<imilar  communicatiou  addressed  to  them  by 
GoTorntncnt  on  the  sune  date  as  that  alxive  nu  ntioncd  to  the  Bengal  Cbauiber  of  Com'* 
wmvtt  have  bean  oommunicated  to  tlic  Director  General  of  Telegraphs,  and  that  officer 
iMianiialied  a  report  on  the  sahject,  a  copy  of  which  and  of  the  replies  received  from  the 

rs  of  Commeioe  ftt  i^fa<lra^  and  Homhay  1  am  dirocfcd  to  transmit  for  the  infor- 
Imitxm  of  the  Chamber,  and  at  the  same  time  to  communicate  the  conclu«iions  of  the 
.Ooremor  General  in  Cmmeit  on  the  several  points  disenssed  in  tiie  correspondence. 

9.  It  has  for  some  time  been  in  contemplation  to  put  up  a  second  wire  on  the  line  between 
Calcutta  and  Bombay,  but  the  Governor  General  in  Council  ia  quite  jtrejiared  to  sanction 
the  construction  of  an  independent  telegraph  on  that  line  (which  of  all  others  prcecnte  the 
moat  likely  proRpect  of  a  remnnerative  mieiness)  by  a  private  company  if  any  persons  are 
willinj^  tn  undertake  if.  Six  mcntlis,  it  if  proN'uincd,  is  sufficient  time  to  ailmv  f"  r  tlie 
ibimatiuu  of  such  a  company,  and  it'  witliin  that  time  mcnsures  are  seriously  taken  for 
fflip^^wg  the  object  in  view  by  private  enterprise,  the  Govcrnmeut  will  alistain  from 
mitting  up  a  second  wire,  and  will  promise  not  to  compete  M-ith  any  private  line  in  that 
direction  Ly  reducing  below  the  present  rates,  or  below  the  rates  adopted  by  the  company 
if  they  ehould  be  lower  than  the  present  rates,  the  cliar<;c  made  on  nics^aircs  between 
Calculta  and  Bombay,  or  between  any  two  places  at  which  offices  connected  with  the 
jprirate  line  may  be  established. 

■  10.  It  must  be  understood,  however,  that  the  license  to  be  granted  for  the  erection  of 
%  private  line  of  tel^raph  between  Calcutta  and  Bombay  would  include  a  condition 
enabling  the  Government,  whenever  necessary,  to  claim  priority  of  tran.<uiif.-ion  fur  all 
public  messages  at  the  same  rate  of  payment  as  that  charged  to  the  public  gti.urally. 
Subject  to  this  condition,  there  would  be  no  objection  made  by  the  (jovcrunieut  to 
'ijoA  construction  of  private  lines  of  telegraph  in  any  direction  from  one  part  of  India  to 
notber. 

'  11.  The  Governor  General  in  Council  is  not  jirepared  to  make  over  to  any  private 
COmpaDy  or  in<lividual  any  GoTemment  line  of  telcgrajih  already  existing  or  projected, 
jbeeauee  he  thinks  it  of  the  OTcatcst  importance  tliat  at  \v\\<X  one  medium  of  telegraphic 
communication  between  all  the  mo?t  imjiortaut  places  in  India  should  be  in  the  hands  of 
Ae  Government,  and  entirely  under  the  control  of  its  own  officers.  His  I'.xccllcncy  in 
Council  thinks  too,  adverting  to  the  sujggestion  nude  by  Colond  Douglas  in  the  11th 
ph  of  bis  letter,  that  it  wonld  be  moonrenient  to  make  over  either  the  Hooghly  or 
tlu!  M  itlali  River  lines  to  a  private  company,  as  those  lines  are  chiefly  occupied  with 
ffie«»ugc:s  relating  to  the  business  of  the  port.  Should  it  be  thought,  however,  that,  exclur 
^ve  of  this  business,  there  is  sufiknent  correspondence  to  occupy  a  second  line,  there  wiil 
of  course  be  no  ol^ection  to  tlie  conilmction  of  such  a  line  by  a  private  company. 

12.  With  regard  to  tlie  cmjiloyment  of  a  difTcrrnt  class  of  signallers  on  the  Govornmcnt 
lines,  and  especially  with  legard  to  the  substitution  of  European  for  [Eurasian  and  native 
agency,  I  am  directed  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Chamber  to  the  remarks  made  by  the 
Dirc'l  'i'  ricr.cral  in  jmrnLrrajilis  3  to  6  of  his  letter,  and  to  ob=rrvp  that,  whi!(!  it  id  iinpf>s- 
sible,  V.  llliDUt  reckkts  txlrava^uncc  and  an  entire  disregard  for  the  fair  claims  of  ail  fiasses 
to  puldic  employment  for  which  they  arc  qualified,  to  substitute  Europeans  for  Eurasians 
'ana  natives  as  signallers  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  it  is  also  certain  that,  for  the  mere 
business  of  signaTling,  natives  ot  India  are  as  apt  as  any  other  class,  and  that  under  proper 
euper^'ision  they  ])erforni  the  duty  as  well  as  Europe ms.  For  the  higher  situations  in  the 
depaartnicnt,  it  has  been  and  will  continue  to  be  the  object  of  the  Ciovernment  to  avail 
ilaelf  of  European  agency  as  far  as  possible,  and  the  Director  General  will  be  autlioriaed 
to  employ  trained  EnrojK'au  sif.niallers  in  llio  jn  inripal  iifticrs,  where  the  extent  and  nature 
of  tlie  business  require  the  preseuce  of  men  of  higher  educaJion,  and  possc^aiuii  oUier 
qualities  in  which,  generally  s|>eaking,  the  natives  of  India  are  found  to  be  dcficicut. 
liatiTeB  are  largely  employed  as  signalfers  on  tho  railway  telegraphs,  and  it  is  certain  that 
no  private  company  cuuid  hope  to  make  a  line  of  electric  telegraph  in  India  profitable  a*  s 
«ommercial  cntarpnse  if  it  were  to  employ  Enropeaa iignallera  onlusively,  oceven  to  anj 
great  extent. 

13.  The  training  of  signallers  in  India,  go  as  to  secure  a  constant  supply  of  qualified 
persons,  is  an  object  which  has  engaged  tho  careful  attention  both  of  Colonel  Douglas 
and  his  predecessor,  and  it  ia  one  of  which  the  importance,  I  am  instructed  to  state,  will 
noA  at  any  tame  be  lost  sight  of.  It  may  be  confidently  expected  that  as  the  supply  of 
quolifed  native  probationers  becomes  fully  equal  to  the  great  and  increaaing  demand  for 
their  si  r\  i:  es.  a  result  whirh  the  present  rates  of  jiay  and  prospects  of  promotion  seem 
^likely  soou  U>  accomplish,  instances  of  inaccuracy  and  want  of  dispatch,  so  far  as  they  ore 
Itttxibalable  to  defective  agency,  though  im£Oflnble  under  an;  orcumstonoes  entiruy  to 
y  Teirt>  will  begeduasd  to.»  minimum. 

0.43.  8  L  2  '    *  *     ■     14.  The 
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S.  WiA  reference  to  (he  su^gesdon  oontdned  in  ihib  9th  paragraph  of  ihe  Dueclor 

cral's  letter,  that  the  repetition  charf^e  should  be  reduced  from  100  per  cent,  to 


App.  No.  a.  14.  The  Chamber  will  observe  from  the  third  paragraph  of  Colonel  Douglas's  repott 
that  tlic  absence  of  insulation  of  the  wirea  is  referred  to  as  one  of  the  difficulties  to  be 
contended  with  in  India  in  the  correct  tr;in;-iiii^Hlon  of  mesj-ages.  The  question  of  insula- 
tion,  I  am  directed  to  state,  will  be  brought  to  a  practical  (e«t^  M  soon  as  the  new 
innuAtors,  now  expected  from  X^laad>  arrire. 

15.  The  Governor  General  in  GonnoU  !■  desirone       it  ehould  be  brought  prominently 

to  the  uotice  of  t!ie  Clianilier  th;,t  it  is  almogt  exclusively  in  the  case  of  unrepcatea 
messages  that  any  cauj^e  ctf  coniplaiut  uri43i!6,  aud  that  where  rupctitiuu  is  resorted  to 
austekee  do  not  occur.  His  Excellency  in  Council  has  now  resolved,  in  accurdMiee  vitb 
the  suggestion  mode  by  the  Madras  Chamber  of  Commerce,  to  allow  refunds  on  unrepealed 
messages  on  the  same  conditions  as  those  on  which  refunds  arc  pi\  un  in  the  case  of 
repeated  messages,  with  the  t'urtlier  proviso  lliat  no  refund  will  bo  given  for  any  error  in 
an  unrepeated  message  arising  &om  wrong  figures  being  given*  unleee  the  prccautioB 
•dvised  in  tibe  16^  nttmber*  m  the  telegraph  rdee  ahnli  have  been  adopted. 

16. 

General's  letter,  tnat  tne  rep 

50  per  cent,  extra,  I  am  to  observe  that  this  reducUon  has  been  aheady  carried  out,  repe- 
tition being  now  charged  for  at  half  price  only,  or  50  per  cent,  extra.  The  Governor 
General  in  Council  sees  no  sufficient  reason  for  reducing  the  night  charge,  whleh  is  also 
Slighted  by  Colonel  Douglas  in  paragraph  9  of  his  re^rt,  this  charge  being  mado  on  a 
irfiuly  different  prindple  from  that  on  which  the  vepetition  cliaigs  resta. 

17.  Tn  mmlifiration  of  the  proposal  made  by  the  ^fadras  Chamber  of  Commerce,  tlio 
date  and  hour  of  difip:»tch  from  the  Telegraph  Office  will  in  future  be  inserted  oii  eveiy 
message,  free  of  expense  to  the  sender,  without  any  alteration  in  the  present  mode  of 
charging  for  the  addic.-s.  The  senders  may  still  continue  to  date  their  mesSMgee if  tlM|y 
please,  but  the  sender's  date,  i£  inserted,  will  be  charged  lor  as  at  present. 

18.  On  the  whole,  the  Governor  General  in  Council  tlunks  it  mast  be  admitted  by  11m 

Chamber  tliat,  cniisiderin^  the  disadvantajies  under  whic  h  the  ludlan  Telegraph  labours, 
especially  the  difficulty  oi  obtaining  a  sumcient  and  constant  supply  of  properly  trained 
and  quahfied  signallers,  and  the  system  of  non-insulation  which  has  been  bequeathed  to  it 
under  a  belief  that  iu.sulation  in  India  was  praffleally  unattainable,  its  general  efficiency, 
as  the  Madras  Chamber  of  Commerce  observes,  la  iavourable.  Out  of  240,451  messages 
OOUT^ed  in  1660^1,  only  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  (139)  were  oooiphiined  of  ii3 
erroneoua,  ft  proportion  which  is  0575  per  cent.,  or  little  more  than  one>half  per  1,000; 
while  of  the  commercial  messages  delivered  in  Bombay  during  April  and  May  Inst,  92 
per  cent,  were  received  with  reas<iual>lc  punctuality  and  correc:tnes3,  :')^  per  (-ent.  with 
UDiwrtant  errors  or  delays,  and  only  2^  per  cent,  so  delayed  or  mutUated  as  to  be  useless. 
And  the  statement  furnished  from  Madras  of  commerdal  messages  received  at  and  die* 

S itched  from  that  T)lace  during  August  last  is,  it  will  he  seen,  even  more  favourable.  The 
overnor  Gt;ueru!  in  Council  by  uo  means  concludes  that  139  represents  the  renl  number 
of  messages  in  wifu  h  mistakes  occurred  in  1860-61  {  bnt  seeing  that  the  rules  of  the 
department  ^ow  of  refunds  for  repeated  messages  delivered  in  an  unintelligible  Ktate,  and 
for  all  messages  In  case  of  non-dclivcry  or  unjustifiable  delay,  it  can  hardly  be  denied  that 
the  projiortion  of  complaints  ti>  the  number  of  messages  dispatched  does  afhjrd  some 
criterion  of  the  general  efficiency  of  the  department.  The  statements  regarding  the  com- 
merdal me.ssages  delivered  in  Kimbay  during  April  and  May,  and  those  recdved  at  and 
dispatched  from  ^ladnis  during  August,  I  am  to  observe,  arc  derived  from  the  rctima 
which  the  Bombay  and  ^ladras  Chambers  of  Commerce  have  been  good  enougii  to  furnish 
in  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in  my  circular  letter  of  the  12th  of  June  last, 
nud  tlic  testimony  which  they  a&ad  therefore  to  the  fair  efficiency  of  the  department 
^annot  be  doubted. 

10.  It  IS,  however,  freely  and  fully  admitted  by  his  Excellency  in  Conndl  that  tboe 
is  great  room  for  improvement,  and  that  instances  of  messages  delayed,  mis-dcli\  •  i  >  il,  :i:icl 
inaccurately  or  uniBtcliifi^bly  rendered,  are  of  much  more  frequent  occurrence  thau  they 
t  Fnuncialresola-   ought  to  ho.   The  estaUishment  has  been  recently  re-organised  and  placed  on  a  better 
tiiin  "iftlt'd  10th  *   footing  as  regards  pay  and  promotion .f  and  the  Govenuueut  relies  upon  Colonel  Douglas 
December  1861.       a°d  the  higher  officers  of  the  depoi  Uiicnt  to  use  the  utmost  care  and  vigilance  iu  prevent- 
ing mistakes,  to  investigate  thoroughly  every  complatitty  to  visit  every  instance  of  proved 
A^lect  with  suitable  punishment,  and  to  endeavour  unremittingly  to  ntake  the  teUsgraDh 
tiunroughly  efficient  bv  promptly  remedying  such  defects  as  can  be  oomected  wiw  nft 
means  at  their  disposal,  and  by  saggesting  to  Goverament  all  other  pmetieable  noeasures 
required  for  the  purpose. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)       IV.  Grey, 
Secretarj-  to  the  Government  of  India. 


♦  The  t  rrcirs  which  chiefly  occur  arc  in  the  Tinnnrnls,  such  m  sixteen  sixty,  thirteen  thirty,  owing  to 
the  sound  and  tint  three  or  four  letters  being  ^imilnr.  Ti>  obviate  tliis,  it  is  recommended  that  in  all 
financial  or  money  mawagesthe  aam  b«  given  ia  two  forms,  halving  or  doubling  tbs  amount,  tboa :  '*  P»f 
tenqf  wdsifWnipsMorii^  l^OOOt"  linMnfl^lidoii%anaiioria«r  vsiyiateeooaiianes. 
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(Ifo.Mrfl8««.)  A,p.H*^/ 

Indo-European  Telegraph  Department, 

To  Her  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  luciia,  India  Office,  London. 

Kifiht  Honourable  Sir,  Bombay  Castle,  20  June  18G5. 

Vb  &Te  the  lionour  to  submit,  for  the  infonnation  of  Her  Majesty's  Crammnent,  the 
weeampanymg  copy  <^  a  letter,  No.  186,  dated  14th  inatant,  addressed  under  our  orders  to 
ihe  Government  of  India,  communicating  copy  of  a  report  by  Mr.  Walton,  Director  of 
the  Mokran  Coast  and  Submarine  Telegraph,  on  tbe  dufeotiYe  Btate  cf  the  tdcjgnq^liio 
communication  between  Kunrachee  and  Boinbsy. 

^  We  have,  Sre. 

(signed}      H.  S.  E.  Fran, 
B.  IL  £Uis. 


(No.  186  of  186&) 

Indo-Bunpean  Telegia|ih  Befiertnieiit 

IVom  Secretary  Lieatemnt  Colonel     F.  Marrwtt,  to  the  Secretety  to  Oe  GroTenmMiit 

of  IndM,  Home  Dep«rtm«nt«  Simla. 

Sir,  Bombay  Castle,  14  June  1865. 

AcvERTiifO  to  my  letter,  No.  124,  dated  IStli  April  last,  submitting;  the  recommen- 
dation of  thie  Government  for  a  double  line  of  telegraph  between  iiomliay  and  Kunaehee* 
I  am  directed  to  transmit,  for  the  information  of  the  Government  of  India,  the  accompany- 
ing copy  of  a  further  report  by  Mr.  Walton,  No  325,  dated  25th  May  last,  and  its  accom- 
mniinent.-i,  on  the  elate  of  the  telegraphic  ccinununu  ation  ijetwccu  Kurrachce  and  Bombay. 
His  ExcellencT  in  Council  tnute  that  the  very  important  statements  and  siugestions  oC 
Mr.  Walton  lead  to  efBaetiTe  meaanroB  being  taken  feat  improving  the  Ime  between 
Knrrachcc  and  "Bombay. 

3£r.  Walton  ha»  been  requested,  so  long  as  there  ia  any  chunce  of  delay  ou  the  Indian 
]fne»  to  send  by  post,  at  the  cu^t  of  the  department,  a  daplieato  of  every  message  made 
over  to  the  Inaian  Telegraph  Office  for  despatch  to  any  place  in  India*  noting  on  each 
duplicate,  the  hour  of  trimsfer  to  the  Indian  Telegraph  Office. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)      IV.  F.  Marriott^ 

Lieutomnt  Colonel,  Seoretaiy  to 
Gt>venunciit» 


(No  825  of  186&) 

Indo-European  Telegcaph  Department. 

From  the  VSntboif,  Ueban  Coast  and  Submaiine  Telegraph,  to  the  Secretary  to  Gorem- 

nient»  Bombay. 

Sir,  Kurrachee,  25  May  1865. 

Kxi"EEKi.NG  to  your  letter,  Xo.  84,  dated  IGth  March,  1  regret  that  it  is  not  in  my 
power  to  comi>ly  with  your  request,  as  I  have  no  means  of  asc  ertaining'  either  the  oeeur^- 
renoe  or  doiation  of  the  interruptions  to  tel^raphio  conuuunicatiou  between  Kurrachee 
and  Xomhay,  snch  reporCe  bciug  ouly  seat  to  Oucattato  the  ZSreetw  Qenenlof  tel^^pha 
in  India. 

2.  I  deem  it  however  my  duty  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  Government  the  eeriona  delajfl 
that  occur  in  furwardiuf^  European  mcgsagcs  from  Kurrachee  to  Bombay. 

3.  On  several  oceasiona  during  lost  month  messages  were  detained  from  .'50  to  GO  hours 
in  the  Indian  Telegraph  Office  here  beliMe  they  were  even  signalled  to  the  first  repeating 
station  on  the  Bombay  line.  On  personally  calling  at  the  Indian  Telegraph  Office  on 
Monday  last,  I  ascertained  that  at  tne  Kurrachee  and  Ilydrabad  stations  only,  there  were 
nearly  200  European  mes^^aget;  awaitinrr  onward  transmis.sion,  and  it  appeerod  tO  be  pOl^ 
fectly  uncertain  when  tliese  heavy  arrears  could  be  cleared  oft". 

4.  As  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  at  Bombay  have  addressed  me  on  these  frequent 

delays*  it  is  apparent  Aat  much  uncertainty  exieta  ae  to  whether  this  department  or  -die  *  Viit  Appendix 
Indian  Telegraph  is  responnble,  and  for  this  reason  I  beg  to  lay  before  Government  such  Cwaeowrof  their 
facte  as  have  come  withm  my  own  knowledge  and  will  enable  his  Excellency  in  Council        *"  "P'*"* 
tte  better  to  arme  at  a  correct  eoaduwon  on  flua  subjeot. 

5.  Not  only  (as  Government  are  doubtless  aware)  ha?  no  additional  means  been  adopted 
to  meet  the  constantly  increaaing  influx  of  messages  from  Europe  (there  being  merely  a 
single  win  from  Knrncfaee  to  Bombay  precisely  as  When  the  tel^raph  was  flnrt  eoa> 
structed  six  or  seven  years  ago)  but  the  number  of  signallers  now  on  the  main  line  in  the 
giud  Circle  is  actually  leas  uian  it  was  before  the  Indo-European  line  was  opened.  In 

QM,  ihi  htt, 
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Afp.  NOi  <.  fact,  at  some  stations  the  establisliinent  is  so  inofnoleut  llial  one  siiriiulU'i- lius  to  attenfl  totwo 
or  tLrce  instruments  for  eight  or  12  hours  at  a  time.  As  a  matter  of  cuur»c,  therefore, 
fSuiopcan  messages  arc  delayed  for  hours  and  even  days,  and  all  local  traflic  is  entirely 
suspended.  To  each  a  state  are  the  intermediate  stations  between  Kumchee  and  Bombay 
now  reduced  that»  vmlea  Immediate  steps  are  taken  to  prevent  a  total  collapse,  it  will  lie 
necessary  to  warn  all  flic  felcgranh  stations  in  T!ii;^'^Iiik1  uml  Europe  generally  th:it  lrll•^-rlge9 
,  can  only  be  forwarded  hence  to  Bombay  through  the  post  ottice.  Jbliren  as  it  is  moasages 
would  be  ooaTeyed  mote  qiueUiy  by  tlie  mail  steamers  than  by  tiie  ielegn^h. 

'  6.  I  have  this  aftoruoon  (four  pjga.  of  the  25th  May )  u^aln  made  inqmries  regarding  the 

onward  di.-patch  of  Euro|K*an  nii"i-:i'^f  s.aiiJ  I  tiiul  '1.  u  i  iif^^Iisli  me^sai^r'?  wfiuli  pa.-sfjd 
through  uur  office  here  on  the  muruiu'i  ul'  tlie  22ud  iusuut  have  not  yet  reached  furthec 
than  llydrabml— a  distanc*  of  110  mOes— although  the  whole  of  the  Itoe  to  Bombay  is  in 
good  working  order. 

7.  The  Sind  railway  authoiitieB  agreed  for  a  trifling  consideration  to  rent  to  the  Indian 
Telegranh  Department  one  of  theirlineBto  Hydrabsd,  and  thus  local  traffic  sad  messsoes 

for  the  runjab  and  IJcni^'al  wiuiM  have  been  sent  by  the  alteruative  line,  anJ  so  relieve  the 
main  line  of  all  but  iudo- European  mcseagea.  This  proposal  was  telegraphed  to  the 
Director  General  of  telegraphs  in  India  on  the  25th  ultinO)  but  to  tins  luiy  no  reply  has 
beeu  received. 

8.  I  have  above  slightly  f-ketclied  the  state  of  telegraph  communication  between 
Kurrachce  and  Bombay  durini;  the  fair  season  when  the  line  is  daily  reported  as  being 
"in  perfect  wijrkiiiLr  onkr."  but  there  is  great  reason  tn  a|ii>relicn'l  the  usual  total  failure  of 
the  telegraph  during  the  approaching  monsoon,  as  I  am  credibly  informed  that  oo  eti^tiTe 
nessnres  have  been  taken  to  prevent  it 

9.  I  am  the  more  anxious  that  Government  shonld  be  aocuratelv  tnfonned  as  to  the  real 

state  of  things  in  tliis  ie^|)ect,  as  the  accumulation  at  Kiirraclice  for  days  of  mcs»ap;e.s  that 
have  only  occupied  Irom  40  to  50  hours  between  London  and  tiiiji  place  must  cause  luieoae 
dissatisfaction  both  in  India  and  England.  Many  of  the  telegrams  now  lying  at  Kurrachee 
arrived  lu  re  and  should  have  beeu  delivered  in  Bombay  in  ample  time  to  bo  replied  t  >  '  y 
the  mail  steauier  to  Suez  of  the  24th  instant,  and  as  the  credit  of  this  department  may 
possibly  be  impu^jncd,  I  would  very  resi)ectfully  suggest  that  the  appointment  of  a  conn 
mission  to  investi^te  geueraUy  the  nuoject  of  tel^praphio  communication  would  thrown 
much  additional  light  on  the  snbieot  and  facilitate  the  introduction  of  many  important 
reforms,  more  e-jHciulIy  a.-^  the  suui^esfion  made  by  me'  In  several  prevluus  letters  that  an 
officer  should  be  appointed  to  ajuke  detailed  arrangements  tor  the  intcrohango  of  tele- 
graphic communication  between  the  Indian  andIndo-£aropean Telegraph  Departmonta  haa 
not  yet  received  the  approval  of  Government. 

10.  In  concluding  this  letter,  I  bc^  leave  to  state  that  the  present  superintendent  of 
tlic  Sind  Circle  of  telegraphs  has  done  his  utmost  to  facilltiitc  the  prompt  receipt  and 
dispatch  of  uieMagesi  and  but  for  his  eflfbrto,  the  delays  would  be  much  greater  than  I 
have  shown. 

I  have,  ftc 

(signed)       U.  I.  Walton, 
Director,  Mekrau  Coni<t  and  Sub- 
nuurine  Telegraph.  ' 

To  M,  7.  WaHiiont  Eb<i.>  Director,  Makxan  Coaat  and  Submadne  Telegraph. 

Bombay  Chamber  of  Conimerco, 
Sir,  Bombay,  29  April  1865. 

I  AM  directed  by  the  Committee  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  to  request  the  iavoor  of 
your  supplying  them  with  any  particulars  that  may  be  iu  your  power  to  furnish  in  respect 
to  fliC  receipt  of  toloprntris  li',-  t!ie  Indei-Furdpean  te!eLM:\]ih  tVoni  r.und'in  to  Kunnusheej 
and  again  in  regattl  t^)  their  larthcr  n-iunsmission  Irom  iviuraehee  Ui  iiombay. 

A  Committee  apiH)inted  by  the  members  of  the  Cliambur  to  investigate  ccrtaiu  facta 
connecio  1  with  the  working  of  the  telegraph  can  find  no  data  for  ascert  uuiiiir  the  timei 
taken  iu  transmitring  a  telegram  between  London  and  Kurrachee,  in  the  tirdt  iuoiaace,  and 
then  again  the  time  taken  in  the'  tartiier  transmission  of  the  sani  ^  telegram  from  Kurracbect 
to  Bombay.  We  find  that  telegrams  from  London  to  Bombay  take  on  an  average  six  days 
in  tranaraimon,  very  often  eight  days,  but  how  much  of  thte  time  is  absorbM  between 
Kuriachcc  and  ]">  enhay  raercnnnts  have  no  nicnns  of  knowing,  as  the  telegrams  received 
bear  onl^'  the  Loud  >ii  date  of  dispatch,  and  the  Bombay  date  of  receipt.    There  is  a  very 

fnetal  impression  that  the  dday  ooonpluned  of  genenuly  takes  plaeeon  the  line  between, 
urraeh-^c  and  Bombay. 

Any  information  you  can  supply  iu  cxplaualiun  of  the  jwints  above  mentioned  will  be* 
tbank^illy  reeeived  by  the  Committee. 

I  have,  &C. 
(signed)      Jiisisa  Taylor,  Secretary. 
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Appb  No.  %,  ^ 

(N<>.  322  of  1865.) 

Iiido>Einopeaii  Td^raph  I>ep«rtm«st 

From  the  Director,  Mekran  C<met  and  Submarine  Telegraph,  to  Jamet  Taylor,  Esq., 
Seerctaiy  to  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Bombfty. 

Sir,  Kurracliec.  23  May  1865. 

Referring  to  mv  letter,  No.  283,  dated  IStli  uutant,  and  in  reply  toyoaieof  tlie 
29tb  ultimo,  I  hnvc  tlie  lionoiir  to  Inform  you  that  the  average  Iciiixth  of  time  occu]»ied  in 
the  transmission  of  mcsmgcs  from  England  to  Knrrachec,  <lm  in^'  the  months  of  March 
and  April  last,  was  122  hours,  2G  miimtcH,  and  144  lioiirs  rc5]io<'tiM:ly.  Thi^  \  cry  liigh 
averaffo  ia  owing  to  the  interroptioiu  in  Koumoiia,  at  the  end  of  March  and  beginning  of 
ApcuToiLiiaed  by  the  ilooda  in  that  eovntry,  as  reported  by  me  to  GoTermnent  ami  already 
publUihed  by  them. 

2.  The  number  of  meeeages  transmittctl  l>y  the  Indo-European  tclcfrrnph  in  "March  was 
1,480,  of  which  1,443  were  paid  meassges  of  a  commercial  and  private  nature,  and  37  were 
Govenmieiit  deipi^ches. 

3.  In  Ann],  the  nmnber  of  meeeages  trangmitled  ^nm  8,268,  of  irbidi  24155  were  of  a 
eommercial  and  pgdvaite  aataie,  and  13  trere  Government  despatches. 

4.  Diiriiit;  the  current  mnntli  tli"  averape  Icnjith  of  time  opcupicd  In  the  tr-iTr-niissinn  of 
messages  between  Engkjici  and  Kurrachee  will  be  considerably  less  than  dunng  the  two 


£.  Ile^nirdlng  your  inquiries  as  to  the  period  occupied  in  fttrwarding  measegea  hence  to 
Bombay  1  am  not  in  a  positioa  to  are  detailaj  I  liaye«  however,  strongly  recommended 
Government  to  establish  a  Messsge  fizaniiier^s  OflSee  at  Kurrachee  for  mosaaires  received 
from  or  tor  the  Indo-Kuropeau  system  of  tc'legraj)hs,  in  order  to  afford  a  ready  facility  to 
the  public  for  the  investigatioa  <»  oompUints,  and  to  avoid  the  present  tedious  and  unflati»- 
fikCtory  system  of  reference  to  Calcutta.  Should  Oovemment  be  pleased  to  saiiotion  tibis 
arrangement,  I  ?hall  be  enabled  In  futiire  to  give  the  details  for  which  yon  now  ask.  At 
^esent  I  can  only  say  that  messages  alter  btiiiig  handed  over  by  this  department  to  the 
Juidian  telegraph  office  here  ware  dotuint-d  in  Kurrachee  ott  floma  oooaaioBa  dudi^  last 
month  from  30  to  60  hours  before  they  could  be  forwarded. 

6.  On  inquiry  to-day,  I  am  informed  that  there  are  neariy  200  European  messages  now 
lyinr;  at  the  Kurrachee  and  Hydrabad  ofHceA  alone,  awaiting  transmission  to  their  desti- 
nations in  India;  and  tliit  <  x  -lusive  of  messages  still  pouring  in  from  Kurojie  it  not 
^probable  that  those  now  on  band  can  be  clear^  off  for  two  or  three  days.   In  the  mean- 

%iMloeal 

» 

7.  It  ia  not  in  my  provinoa  to  enter  into  any  ezplanatian  hecv  aa  to  tiw  <ailM  of  tka 

present  state  of  telcirrnj^hic  c^^fmnxinlcatiua  bcyoikd  Kwcnohea :  I  haTBy  howerer,  comiuu- 

uicatyd  with  Goverjuaciii  ou  ibc  subject 

8.  I  shall  at  all  times  be  Imppy  to  give  the  Chamber  any  information  aa  regards  tele- 
graj>hi<'  coiumiinication  between  Kurracliec  and  Europe  that  may  be  consistent  with  my 
posttioa  as  a  Gov^oment  servant.  Without  at  present*  however,  ventoriiiff  a^  opinioD 
nKaidtug  oommtiiuoatiloii  eastward  of  Kurrachee,  I  might  mention  that  the  Kurrachee 
time  is  appended  to  all  messages  on  their  transfer  to  the  Indian  Telegraph  Ofllce  hi  rc,  and 
I  would  recommend  the  Chamber  to  suggest  that  such  date  should  appear  on  the  copy  of 
the  roei^sage  delivered  to  die  addreaeee.  This  oooiaa  would  at  once  obviate  inqniiy  on 
the  aalgeet 

I  have,  &c. 
(isjgncd)       //.  /.  Walton, 
IKrectar^Hekrau  Coast  and  Submarine  Telegraph. 

(Tmaoofiei,) 

(signed)      27.  /.  Walton, 
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(No.  48  of  1865.) 

Indo^nn^pMii  Telegnph  DcpurtmeiiL 

To  Her  Majesty's  Frincipdl  Secretary  of  Stele  for  Lidia,  India  Office,  London. 

Bubt  Hononr*ble  Sir,  Bombay  Castle,  21  Kovember  1865. 

Wb  niftve  fhe  bononr  to  tnuumit  Hie  aooompanying  copy  of  a  letter  Iroin  lihe  Director 

of  Mclcran  Coast  and  Sul)inarine  Telegraph,  No.  783,  '  1  '27th  October,  submitting 
copy  of  a  correspondence  regardioff  tbe  unsatisfactory  mauncr  in  which  the  telegra^ 
■Of  V  use  between  Inclk  and  Englanoia  being  oonditeteo. 

Wc  have,  &c. 
(signed)      H.  JJ.  E.  Frere. 

B.  H.  Ellit. 

C.  F.  £r$kai£. 


(No.  783  of  1865.) 

Indo-Enn^wan  Tekgrapli  Depivtmait 

From  the  DireetOTj  JAfknsa.  Coast  and  Snbmannc  Tdagtnfh,  to  tiie  SeonUuy  to 

Government,  Bombay. 

Sir,  Kurrachee,  27  October  1865. 

With  regard  to  the  very  unsatiB&ctory  manner  in  whidk  tbe  telegraph  service  between 

India  and  J'jn<j;laud  is  mnv  being  conducted,  I  have  the  honoTir  to  report  tlmt  the  average 
time  occupied  in  the  trausuut^ion  of  messages  between  Kurrachee  and  h  uo  (or  nearly 
one-third  of  the  whole  distance)  continues  to  be  under  two  hours. 
*'^AipaiiazI.     ^  Ae  meaeagefl  are  now  taking  12  or  13  days  in  tranut,*  I  addrened  the  Dixeotat 
Genera]  of  Ottoman  Telegraphs,  wboae  reply  k  appended. 

3.  On  the  19th  instant  we  received  a  inetJ^^af^e  from  Paris  which  was  dated  the  17th,  and 
which  must  have  ttierel'ore  beeu  transmlttLd  in  about  50  hours.  We  have  received  others 
nnce  in  from  three  to  five  days,  and  wliieh  arrived  here  very  correctly. 

4.  As  T  liave  received  n  letter  i'roin  Major  Champain  in  which  be  mformcd  me  that  he 
.   t  f^iA  Appcnfix  II.        urging  the  opening  of  the  alternative  route,  I  telegraphed  to  him  on  the  subject,!  but 

I  have  not  as  yet  received  any  reply. 
t  yide  Appeadis       ^*  ^  ooxxeflponded  with  Colonel  Goldamid  r^rding  the  enttuag  to  tbe  puUio 

ill.  of  the  BiiBNan  ronte,  but  from  bis  replies,  copies  of  wbaeb  are  attaded,!  1  Aink  tiiore 

must  be  some  diflSeulty  in  the  way  of  immediate  action  in  the  matter. 

6.  On  reference  to  my  letter  No.  ,>63.  dated  7th  August,  it  will  be  observed  that  X 
antitdpated  the  present  inetficicnt  state  of  telegraph  commnnication,  but  as  the  alteralioat 
there  referred  to  were  doubtless  made  for  Romc  good  reason  with  which  I  have  not  been 
made  acquainted,  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  go  further  into  the  mailer.  The  blame, 
however,  for  the  preaant  very  unsatisfactory  working  of  the  line  does  act  entirely  lay  with 
the  Ottoman  Government,  but  with  the  syatem  which  baa  lately  been  adopted  witb  regaid 
to  the  messages  passing  through  Europe. 

7.  Shouhi  there  be  no  objection,  I  beg  that  bis  Excellency  the  Governor  in  Council 
may  be  pleased  to  allow  this  communication  to  be  placed  in  the  Editor's  room,  as  sucb  a 
oourae  will  tendm  nnneceMBxy  the  dailj  oompluntB  addreeaed  to  me  on  the  cnlgeet  of  tfaia 
letter. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)      H.  I.  Walton,  Director, 
Mekran  Coast  and  Submarine  Telegnph. 


Afpbncix  L 

From  Euirachee,  To  Constantinople, 

From  Ur.  Walton,         To  Direetor  OenenI  of  Ottoman  TelegnqphiL 

Messages  from  TCnglnJ  are  now  takmg  lOoK  ISdnyatoreaehFftow  EindljftTonraM 

with  the  rcn.^on  of  so  long  a  detenttOB. 

16  October  1865. 


F!rom  Constantinople,  To  Kurrachee, 

From  Direetonr  Telegrapha       To  Dkeotrar  Snbmailne  Telegnpha. 
Ottoman^ 

Urgent. 

Betsida  trananuanon  IDado^Ennpionne  doea  inftenniptioitaeaiisels  priniupalement  f»  dee 
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nuccv  oomcxxxas  oh  sast  ivma,  conasmncMiova,  485 

cas  de  malveillance  que  direction  vient  de  deoonvzir,  «fc  «ii  pailaie  tar  b  ftnidnrt  {mi-  Ke  ft. 

Tisoirc  de  la  Station  Italicnnc  de  Yalana,  C»1Me  IIMlaiffie  «ID|llbj6fc  H«llveilMINint 
•t^ourd'hui  toutes  lea  ligaes  aont  ea  bon  ^tat 

(True  copies.) 


SI  Octohn  1800. 


(signed)      H.  L  Walton,  Director, 

MaIenui  Coast  «nd  Stthniutiiie  Telegn^h. 


Apfemdix  IL 

From  Kurrachee,  To  Londcm, 

From  Mr.  Walton,  To  Miyor  Champain,  Incfia  OIBm. 

Meaawea  oocupjing  10  or  12  days  in  tnunt  througli  Tiukey.  Telegraph  if  Biutnaii 
fine  can  Be  med.  Pdilio  diagnated  witii  llie  pceaeat  state  of  eonannnicatioii. 

16  October  1865. 


From  Kurrachec,  To  London. 

From  Mr.  Walton,  To  Major  Champain,  India  Office. 

Letter  received.  Messages  arriving  very  correctly  in  three  twice  one  and  half  days 
vid  Bussia.  They  occuiiy  12  twice  six  dayn  via  Turkey.  Telegraph  when  your  views 
are  carriad  oat,  as  we  cannot  use  Hussion  line  without  aanction.  Acknowledge  receipt  of 
titb  meaaageb 

21  October  1865. 

(True  oo]HM.) 

(ngaed)      H.  T.  JValhm,  Director, 

Mekrau  Cua&t  aud  bubmarine  Telegraph. 


ArrfiNDix  IIL 

From  Kurrachce,  To  Teherau. 

From  Mr.  Walton,  To  Colonel  Goldsmid. 

Meaeagea  arriving  very  badly.  Latest  dates  3d.  Can  we  use  Bassian  line  yet? 
Pinblle  disgoated  wiui  Torkidi  mismaiiagement. 

15  Oetober  1865. 


From  Teheran,  To  Kurrachee. 

From  Colonel  Goldstnid,  To  Mr,  Walton. 

Am  now  communici^ng  with  Turkish  Director  General  on  present  bad  working. 
Delay  possibly  occurs  in  Europe,  for  telegram  sent  to  Constantinople  on  Thursday 
answered  at  Teheran  Saturday,  Average  time  of  13  Indian  ine.-'j'ages  lately  received  by 
Busman  line  10  days  from  Ilolland  to  Tehortuu  One  to  me  iirom  London  five  days.  Will 
ldegra|ih  in  answer  to  quaatioii  again  toHmonow. 

16  Oetober  1865. 


From  Kurrachee,  To  Teheran. 

From  Mr.  Walton,  To  Colonel  Goldsmid. 

Latest  dates  viA  Constantinople  7  th,  and  messages  coming  very  irregularly.  Latest  vi<L 
istli,  and  Tery  oovceet 

19  Oetober  1865. 


From  Kurrachee,  To  Teheran, 

From  Mr.  Walton,  To  Colonel  Goldsmid. 

Ltfttest  dates  vUL  Turkey  12Ui,  scarcely  any  messages  passing  since  Sunday. 

25  October  1865. 
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4pp.  No, '8.  JProm  TeliMfia,  To! 

•Vr^  Fimii  Cokmel  GoUwiid,  ToMr.  WaltoQ. 

I  \v\]\  write  ytiii  on  Hii^/i:m  lino.   DivectOT  Qeueral  ConBtantinopto  agiin  jiMUiSMig 
improved  working  in  few  d&yn, 
25  October  1865. 

(True  copk.s.) 

(signeil)       //.  /.  /rr///f)«.  Director. 

]Mt-kr:in  CoaM  and  Submarine  Telegraph. 


(No.  2  of  1866.) 

Indo-Eiiropeftu  Tele^ph  Dvpartment. 

To  Her  Mi^t/a  Prmcipal  Secretary  of  State  for  India,  India  Office,  London. 

KiLi-lil  ITiinmirablc  Sir.  I?oiiili:iy  Ciijitle,  11  January  1866. 

We  huvo  the  kououi  to  transmit,  for  the  intormation  of  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
the  accoinpanyiug  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  OireotW  of  Indo-European  Telegnph, 
No.  90,  dated  4th  November  last,  reporting  on  the  present  condition  and  proepet'ts  cf  the 
Telegraph  in  reference  to  tlie  oomplaint  by  the  Prci<a  of  its  unsatiafactory  worliiug. 

We  bftye!,  fto. 


(No.  90  of  1865.) 

From  Lieateuant  Cdonel  F.  J.  GcJdumd,  Superintendent  Indo-Ettiopaen  Telegraph, 
to  Colonel     F,  Marriott,  Secretary  to  Grovemroent.  Bombaj. 

Sir,  Teheran,  4  Xnvemlier  IS<^5. 

The  perusal  of  an  article  heiMled  *  Indian  Telegraph,'  copied  into  the  Bombay/  Times  of 
the  25th  September  last,  from  iSt^ London  Timet  of  the  26th  Angnst,  hat  eonfirmed  the 
intention  which  I  had  before  entertained  of  submittinn;  to  (Jovernuient  a  statement  uf  the 

E resent  condition  and  prospects  of  the  Indo-European  Telegraph,  the  direction  of  wkich 
a.*-  lu'cn  entrusted  to  my  hands.  II(jwevcr  temponry  the  nature  of  the  charge  as  regards 
m^reelf  individually,  I  feel  itiucumbent  to  pkce  on  record  the  caoses  of  Bhortcominga  and 
&ilnr«8,  so  that  there  tbould  he  no  future  misunderstanding  on  the  mibject  at  a  time  when 
?iir(  c>.-ful  wiiikiiig  Av.xW  Tic  tlic  rule  and  not  tlie  exception.  The  public  Prc.-^;-.  especially 
in  liidiu,  hiui  been  eummenting  frcqly  on  these  things;  and  although  I  urn  not  aeuiuble 
that  any  personal  alluinons  have  been  made  to  call  for  individual  explanations,  it  is  natural 
to  infer  that  the  Direc  tor  General,  or  Superintendent  of  the  Indo-European  Tele^  aph,  is 
the  proper  pers«)n  to  ut^quauu  with  his  proceedings  that  Govcrnmeut  to  which  he  is  imme- 
diately responsible.  It  will  rest  with  H\s  ExceUeMjr  Ae  Qovemor  in  Council  to  plaoe 
*  Or  aaj  portion  of  euch  aatatemeut*  before  the  public,  or  otherwise. 

Two  vears  ago,  after  failure  of  the  Red  Sea  cable,  a  new  means  of  robnwrine  communi- 
cafiou  fnun  India  westward,  was  fnund  in  tlic  I'ersiau  Gulf.  I'lulor  the  in(i?lHii;cnt 
superintendence  of  the  late  Lieuteuaut  Colonel  Patrick  Stewart,  thid  cable  wa^  laid  from 
Kurrachee  to  the  mouth  of  the  Shatt-ul-Araib}  and,  at  the  active  instigatimi  of  the  same 
talented  officer,  ti  Cnnventiou  was  concluded  with  the  Ottoman  Government,  stipulating 
for  the  use  of  a  land  line  in  course  of  comph-tlon  through  A&iatic  Turkey,  from  Scutari  to 
Fao.  Further,  and  to  provide  against  .u  >  idcnt  between  Bagdad  and  Bushire,  negotift* 
tiona  were  opened  for  an  alternative  land  line  through  Peraia,  of  which  these  two  •totiom 
were  the  termini. 

The  caMc  from  Gwadur  to  Fao  was  laid  in  Mareh  and  the  Turlvit^li  Conventlor  ijni  d 
in  September  1864 ;  the  Turkish  A«atic  laud  line  first  took  messages  from  the  cable  in 
February  1665;  the  Permn  auxiliary  line  opened  in  the  following  month.  Colonel 
Stewart  liad  (lied  a1  Constantinople  on  the  IC  li  .Tanuary  of  the  latter  year,  a  few  dnyB 
betoic  the  first  message  was  conveyed  by  tbe  Inil(>-Euroj>eiiUi  Telegraph. 

I  am  not  aware  that  Htmfctit  accompli  was  reeeived  with  any  aurpriae.  Reports  were 
heard  of  international  exchanges  of  congratulation;  but  little  more.  Being  out  of  the 
way,  at  the  time,  of  reading  newspapers  other  than  those  on  the  table  of  Pera  Hotel,  I 
may  lia\X'  uji.-sed  i-eeing  a  congratulatory  notice  that  England  liatl,  for  the  first  time,  been 
linked  to  India  by  an  ^ectric  wire  of  nearly  6,000  miles  in  length.  Yet  it  did  not  appear 
nnreamnable  to  rappose  that  some  eudi  artide  might  have  moi  written.  And  m  die 
disfanee  traver.'ied,  at  least  one-third  was  through  a  part  of  Asia  where  telegraj>h.H  were 
either  comparatively  new,  or  wholly  unknown.  Assuredly  in  thu;  oohievement,  <}ie 
mairnitude  of  the  work  has  not  been  exaggerated. 

Now  let  us  examine  the  \vlu)le  line,  ana  .see,  piece  by  piece,  how  it  is  composed,  and 
under  what  control  placed.  ^\'e  will  next  proceed  to  defects,  cause?,  and  means  of 
•melioration,  treating  the  subject  generally  and  without  unnecessary  technicalities. 

A  meeaage  for  despatch  to  India  ie  given  to  a  Telegraph  Company,  such  as  the  Electric 
end  International  w  oahmaritiei  As  a  general  rule  Govenunent  faaa  no  CfMmectkw  widi 
the  London  Telegrapli  office^  tikea  no  pwt  in  a  European  Telqgiapliio  Goi^{resa,  and 
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senda  its  own  ordinary  despatclic-^  inucli  in  the  same  way  n>  iIio^jc  of  a  private  individiud.  Afp.Hd.  ^ 
The  Indo-Euro|jC4iii  message  does  uut,  tlierefore,  utart  from  die  Govornmeut  hands  atalL 

In  finding  itd  yiay  to  India,  tlie  telegram  may  take  one  of  two  great  alternative  line»— 
the  Kue«iau  or  the  xurkiah.    I  will  not  epeak  of  tlio  fonnor  at  present,  as  it  has  been  so  ' 
little  uHcd,  and,  except  for  meaeage«  oriffinating  on  the  Coutinent  of  Kuropc,  it  \a  at 
present  more  or  less  in  ala  yance.    By  and  bye  I  will  revert  to  Uie  eubject. 

To  rcnch  Turkey,  or  rather  CoDStaattDople,  thero  are  many  way«i  Perhaps  the  two 
rin(?i]iaity  used  are  through  Vienna  or  Turin.  The  former  trananutB  its  dematchee>  to 
eetin.ition,  l>y  Sorvia,  "NVallacbia,  or  puch  other  loutu  as  may  setra  expedient.  The  latter, 
chootsiDg  tiio  Italian  coast  line  and  cable  acro^i^  tku  luvver  Adriatic,  eeoka  the  Turkish 
capital  by  Salmica  and  the  western  shores  of  jMurmora.  The  telegram  may  couscquentl}f 
be  dealt  with,  more  or  less,  by  French,  Belgian,  Dutch,  PrusHian,  Aur.t  i  i:in,  Ixivariun,  minor 
German.  Italian,  Servian,  or  Wallachian  administrations,  beforo  comiug  inlu  the  haiidb  of 
the  Turks  at  :J1.  A  common  lcuu  t  iitiou,  wlu  tlu  r  it  be  of  Brussels  or  Paris,  binds  the 
above  xuuncd  inter  se,  but  Ko'^kiul  has  no  uartin  the  matter ;  and  the  European  feeders  of 
die  Indo-European  Telegra}>h,  uoprotectea,  to  my  knowled^,  as  far  as  Conatantmople  by 
any  •'ptHial  rulci,  are  suoject  to  continental  usage  and  pracllro. 

Once-  arrived  ut  Confitontinople,  the  India-going  message  c^^uicci  under  the  icgis  of  a 
convention  callc-l  the  "  I udo-Ottoman."  This  provides  it  with  an  exclusive  wire  through 
Asia,  regulates  its  tarifi',  and  so  forth,  up  to  Foo,  wherca  Bridsh  stafl'awaitsit  for  despatch 
by  cable.  But  from  Constantinople  to  Fao,  or  about  one-third  of  the  whole  distance  from 
London  to  Kurrachee,  the  administration  is  Turkish  ;  and  a  convention  in  Asiatic  Turkey 
ia  not  like  one  in  the  heart  of  Eoro^  We  may  provide  for  the  ezoliunve  use  of  one  oat 
of  two  wires ;  the  Turin  nwy,  in  their  anxiety  to  do  well,  set  up  a  third ;  In  eome  plaeea  a 
fourth  wire  ;  but  \vc  cannot  i>rovide  that  the  line  shall  be  in  workiii;j;  oider  and  tlic  wires 
free  from  contacL  We  may  oscertaiuj  by  iuspectiott  aud  inquiry,  what  is  requisite,  and  .  * 
•dviae  the  administration  accordingly;  hut  it  ia  out  of  our  power  to  control  the  (uivern^ 
mont  of  a  lorcign  Power  as  if  it  wi  -  c  our  own.  Tho  tdcf^ram  in  Asintic  Turkey  is, 
therefore,  to  a  <rrcat  extent  at  tiu>  uu  icy  of  unsystematic  and  unskilled  supcrintondenta 
and  8ignaLlcr.-<.  and  a  poorly  qualified  executive,  except  in  tiie  loww  gradea,  where  thwe  it 
activity  and  intelligence  as  well  aa  ffood  will. 

fiometimea  the  telep-am  turns  off  from  Bagdad,  and  makes  its  way,  by  the  Turco- 
Persian  frontier  at  lUianikcen,  tlir.)ii|.di  I'ei-ia  to  Bui-lilie.  In  tliis  coimti y  tliere  is  a 
British  director  and  staff,  whose  c<nitrui  is  so  far  exercised  tlial  u  message  uiav  be  said 
OOHUnonly  to  traverse  the  eleven  hundred  miles  of  telegra])h  now  set  up,  in  about  one 
hour.  But  the  luoal  Government  r?  di.-inclincd  to  delegate  its  authority  over  lino  giiards 
to  the  Englifih  uilici  rs  who  direct  the  w  orking  of  their  Indo-Eurupean  Telegraph  ;  con- 
•eqnently,  there  are  occasional  interruptions  through  breakage,  and  the  posts  are  not 
always  su^cieut  strength,  or  examined  and  renewed  with  sufiicient  attention.  Majora 
Champ^n  and  Smith,  LieutenuitB  Piwwm  and  St.  John,  Royal  Engineers,  and  Mr.  H. 
V.  Walton.  d('S('r\  c  all  eredit  for  the  generally  excellent  (uder  of  the  Persian  Telc;^ra|>li ; 
and  it  is  but  common  justice  to  them  and  their  assistints  that  the  public  should  bu  made 
aware  how  little  of  the  delay  in  Indian  tclegra|)hic  corresix»ndence  can  be  laid  to  thetraaait 
by  Tclicran.  Had  the  average  speed  in  Pei>la  been  the  inle  throughout  the  line,  me  usages 
between  Loudon  and  Kurnichee  could  ^>asb  iuuLuitt  live  huun^.  But  tliis  telegraph  is  not 
oure  *,  it  ia  an  afiUr  of  the  I'ersian  Govcrmuent,  and  though  worked  under  the  authorifj 
of  a  temporary  convention,  tlie  cost  of  cstablislimeut  is  paid  by  England  without  retum 
whatever,  except  the  odclitioual  security  and  development  of  her  cable  traffic  in  the  Oulf 
aad  Arabian  -Sea. 

f  rout  Foo  U>  Kurrachee,  as  also  from  Bu^hire  to  Kurrachoc,  Uien,  we  have  the  only 
•eetion  of  the  whole  line  exoliuttvely  under  Govertunent  control,  and  for  which  GK>vern- 

ment  and  it^■  officer-  arc  direetly  reHj)onKible  to  the  public.  It  is  submarine,  and  tliere- 
fure,  however  costly,  needs  no  provision  f<jr  dally  watching;  but  a  sjiecial  steamer  keeps 
guard  over  its  welUMung  at  Kurrachee;  tlic  cable  stations  at  Gwodur,  Mussetidomj 
Bnskire  and  Fao,  arc  supplied  with  efficient  establishments,  and  the  director  at  l^urrachee, 
has  his  own  particular  staff.  With  the  exception  of  two  or  three  interruptions  in  traffic, 
owing  to  break.'!  in  the  cable,  this  line  has  worked  admirably,  and  h.is  reiUized  good 
returns.  The  Indian  public  are  well  acquainted  with  the  zeal  and  earnestness  of 
Mrr  Walton  in  mana^png  hia  seetion ;  hut,  in  comparing  it  with  other  portions  of  the  whole 
line,  thev  mnst  bear  in  mind,  that  it  presents  no  difficulties  with  whieh  he  cannot  bring 
his  own  and  his  assistants'  energies  directly  to  ci)nteod.  An  equal  amount  of  effort  mar 
be  expended  on  an  unsuccessful  as  a  successful  object;  and  to  direct  operationa  wim 
efficient  w orkraen  under  discipline,  and  supported  by  the  governing  authonties,  b  a  very 
diflfereni  tiling  from  working  with  an  inefficient  establishment  in  a  country  where  all  honest 
remonstrance  is  stifled  by  ignorance  in  high  plaee^  or  individmd  intere.-t.-,  as  in  Turkey; 
or  working  for  the  benefit  of  a  foreign  Government  whose  ofiicials  01*6  frequently  more 
disposed  to  dmvw  obetadea  in  the  way  than  remove  them,  aa  in  Persia. 

1  must  not  omit  to  mention  the  land  pcctinn,  or  alternative  line  between  Kurrachee  and 
Gwadur.  My  own  exploration  of  tliis  part  ot  the  countiy  in  1861-62,  enable^  me  to 
testify  to  the  skill  and  perficveranee  whli  li  must  have  been  evinced  inset  in-  ij  i  ileetnally 
the  telegraph  in  Mckran,  lor  which  ]Slr.  Walton  has  no  doubt  received  the  acknowledg- 
ments of  Govcrnmeut  I  a.m  not  in  a  ixisition  to  iudge  of  the  extent  to  which  this  portion 
of  the  line  is  now  used,  but  the  public  have  probably  expcnenced  that  it  i»  •  good  stand-' 
by  in  the  erent  of  injury  to  the  cable  oa  the  Indian  side.  ,  . 
.0.41    ,  »M«  II 
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AppwNo«<*  It  will  thus  be  underetoml,  tliat  Gov  i  Timi  nt*  exercises  no  absnluto  control  over  out- 

'  goiog  telegrams  to  India,  itotil  they  reach  the  eubmaxine  cable  at  Fao  or  Bushire ;  and 
*  Neither  Govern-  qualifi^  control,  except  in  fbe  Jpeirom  altsmatiTe  line.  Whereas  home-going  tde- 
ment  nor  any  officer  grama  are  dcppntched  hj  Government  officialp,  but  fall  out  of  all  Government  control  OH 
of  Goremment.       reaching  Turkish  territory,  whether  at  Fao  or  the  Persian  frontier  at  Khanikeen. 

The  Move  will,  I  trust,  explain  sutnciently  the  constitution  and  control  of  the  Indo- 
European  telegraph,  to  render  intelligible  an  inveBtiigataoil  of  the  main  dflfecta  of  the  liiie^ 
their  causea,  and  how  they  can  be  remedied. 

Resuming  the  old  etarting-poiiit,  I  oonuncnoe  witli  Eri<:;l;incl ;  ami  most  rcsjiectfully 
record  my  opinion  that  aa  %ve  have,  in  the  present  ca«e,  a  liae  of  telegraph,  which  on  the 
Indian  nde,  b  in  liie  handi  of  Ooremment,  00  would  it  be  »dvisaUe  for  Qoivenunent  to 
Kcciire  to  the  Indtf-European  telegmph  it?  special  wire.-^  of  coinmunication  tlirotiph  Europe, 
by  coaventiuu  or  written  agreement  with  all  continental  States  through  which  trallic  to 
India  UMy  pass.  To  mature  and  (WOpose  in  detail  a  scheme  of  the  kind,  might  be  now 
superfluous;  htit  the  arrangement  would  not  be  complex,  and  mlpjlit  almost  be  effected  in 
a  single  interview  at  the  respective  head  quarl^ira  uf  each  a<lmim6tration.  Whether  a 
Government  office  should  receive  the  messages  or  not  in  London,  is  another  question.  At 
present,  I  am  merely  contemplating  certain  minor  and  Mmi-politioai  n^^tiations,  which, 
to  the  best  of  mv  belief,  companies  vonid  profew  thenuelves  inoompetent  to  imdeitake ; 
and  which  dm o lit,  I  gubimt,  have  been  pcorided  for,  had  we  been  represented  at  die  kite 
Cpngress  of  Paris. 

with  Turkey,  as  before  diown,  we  had  a  convention  at  the  time  the  throuc:b  traffic 
commeneerl :  but  this  clorument  referred  only  to  the  new  line  in  Asia,  and  ou  llie  Euro- 
pean side  delays  and  inierrujitions  were  frequent.  The  direct  diplomatic  commuuicatlua 
already  established  with  the  Porte  on  the  sulyect,  was  considered,  however,  sufficient 
wairant  to  negotiate  generally  upon  the  "  Indo-Ottoman  Telegraph,"  even  after  the  formal 
oon-remion  bad  been  ooneTuded.  It  was  proposed  to  obtun  fi«m  ^rkey  some  guarantee 
for  efficiency  west  a-  well  as  ca-t  <if  tlie  iJosiihonis.  In  the  end  of  FcDrtiary  last,  I  was 
authorised  to  tak><  u;i  the  (question  at  Constantinople.  At  this  time,  I  was  uot  Director 
General  of  the  line.  But  to  make  the  matter  easy  of  oomprehenmon,  I  mnat  become 
personal,  and  go  back  a  twelvemonth. 

My  connection  with  the  late  Colonel  Stewart,  laid  beeu  rather  in  a  political  capacity 
than  any  other.  Employment  on  a  f<pecial  mission  liad  caused  me  to  accompany  him  on 
leaving  Kurrochee  to  lay  the  cable  in  January  1864.  We  parted  at  Qwadur,  to  meet 
again  at  Mnssendom,  on  the  Arabian  eoast.  Here  orders  reached  me  to  remain  with  the 
tclej^rapli  cxpcditntn.  "Wlion  at  r>;i;4-ila(l,  in  April,  I  woe  dirccti'tl  to  proceed  along  the 
Turkish  Asiatic  line  of  telegraph  up  to  Constantinople.  Arriving  there  in  August,  I 
rejmned  Colonel  Stewart  at  the  iattn*  city.  For  tiie  next  three  months,  he  waa  on^j 
cn^^ni^e'l  in  prepnrinpr  tlie  Ot;oman  Administration  to  meet  worthily  tlu-  re;-^ponsibility  they 
had  incurred  in  their  conveutiou.  They  had  umicrtakcu  tlic  mauagcinent  of  a  long  and 
difficult  land  line,  which  was  to  receive  and  retnra,  in  a  foreign  language,  the  cable  com- 
munications of  the  Persian  Guli^  There  vrns  reason  to  antieijiato.  not  only  irregularity 
in  tntnsnuBNon,  bntinoorreet  apprehension  in  meaning  of  mt  ssai^cs.  When  I  returned 
in  November  from  a  few  weeks'  nlisenr  c  in  England,  he  vva-s  still  at  his  wurk.  In 
December,  I  was  about  to  leave  him,  under  instructions  to  proceed  to  Persia,  but  the 
•tate  of  his  health  eaused  me  to  defer  departnre.  I  need  not  revert  to  the  termination  of 
Tub  phort  but  brilliant  and  useful  career  in  the  connnencement  of  IHG.j. 

Authorised  then,  as  above  stated,  to  take  uj>  tiie  work  iu  whieh  the  late  Colonel 
Stewart  was  immed^ately  engaged  at  the  period  of  his  last  illness,  I  felt  that  the  wisest 
course  was  to  follow,  as  closely  aa  practicable,  that  which  he  had  himself  traced  out.  It 
is  unnecessary  to  enter  into  particulars  of  my  interviews  and  correspondence  with  the 
J''urki^ll  autliorlties  lictwci  ti  I'cbniury  and  May.  Tlie  reports  are  on  r(  curd  at  the  India 
Office.  I  may,  however,  state,  as  a  matter  interesting  to  Govermncnt  and  tlie  public,  that 
the  Ottoman  administration  is  pledged,  among  other  important  eonoesnons,  to  give  ns  two 
special  wires,  one  by  Nissa,  and  one  by  Valnnn,  and  to  construct  an  entirely  new  line  for 
our  telegraph  b^  the  former  route.  Moreover,  1  saw  scrupulously  fulfilltHl  the  en^jage- 
ment  made  to  Colonel  Stewart,  to  employ  certain  capable  employes  oo  the  line,  sent  out 
from  England,  and  obtained  a  promise,  that  20  new  tck'^ra|>hcr.s  should  be  added  to  tlio 
iutiuthciently  supplied  stati(»ns  in  Asia.  The  delays  and  irrcguluritics  complained  of  were 
put  before  tiic  Lurki.-li  nihr  iais  in  detail,  and  dwelt  upon  as  forcibly  as  appeared  ad- 
visable. And  I  may  take  this  n|>portunitY  of  acknowledging  the  invariable  readiness 
of  Mr.  Stuart,  Her  Majesty's  Charge  d'Afl&ires,  at  the  Forte,  to  ftdlitatft  my  deslii^ 
with  the  bi;;b(  r  anthoritiee  9(  State,  and  the  great  advsntage  of  his  aid  and  influence 
whenever  exercised. 

In  May,  I  was  summoned  to  England,  and,  under  instructions  from  the  Home  GoveriH 
ment,  took  charge  of  the  office  of  Director  General  from  the  1st  June.  Intimation  of  my 
appointment  had  been  telegraphed  to  me  belore  this  at  Couctautiuopic ;  but  the  circum- 
stances which  prevented  me  from  acting  on  the  telegram,  cannot  possess  any  general 
jnteiest,  and  the  letter  of  nominatbn  and  oorrespondenoe  rqpardix^g  it,  w«re  first  seen  hy 
me  in  London  some  months  after  date. 

But  more  remains  to  be  said  about  Turkey.  Our  convention  with  that  Power  was  to 
secure  a  means  by  which  India  was  to  be  placed  "  in  telegraphic  c<mununication  with 
Turkey,  and  consequently  with  all  the  other  States  of  Europe.*  The  literal  fulfilment 
has,  howavetj  £Raud  hiuierto  to  i^neent  the  qnrit  of  the  sgfeemeat  Telegraphic 
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despatches  may  be  interpreted  to  mean  despatches  of  each  moment,  that  rapidity  is  everj'-      App.  No.  a./ 

thing  to  the  sender,  and  worth,  as  in  the  case  in  point,  one  hundred  times  the  cost  of  post.   

Kow,  that  which  is  wortJa  :^(>  much  more  in  actual  coin,  ought  to  be  just  so  much  the  more 
eSicaciou9 :  and  I  b«lieve  that  the  Indo-European  tel^rapb  ie  capable,  under  good  and 
tystematle  organisation,  of  bdng  so  rendered.  1  see  no  reason  why  messages  should  not 
]>ass  fo  aii<l  frn  hretvi'crn  Lnnrlon  and  Kurrachcc,  in  5^  hours,  or  l-lOOth  part  of  23  dajBy 
whirl)  niny  he  allowed  for  post;vl  communication  by  tlie  Bombay  overland  mail. 

Mr.  C'oiiitcii.'iy,  Commission  ft  for  the  Indian  telegraph  at  Constantinople,  has  for-  March  to  July  188B 
wanlcd  for  my  information,  a  table  by  which  the  average  rate  of  the  firef  fi\o  n  ontha'  ineliwlTe. 
workinfj  from  Kurrachee  to  Constantinople,  is  shown  to  be  two  days,  ei<j:lit  lionitf,  and  from 
Constantinople  to  Kurrachee  two  days,  20  hours.  He  has  not  stated  whether  allowance 
has  been  made  for  difference  of  time  in  the  computation ;  but  this  circumstance  is  not 
Tery  materiaL  If  the  European  States  vorked  in  confonni^  witli  the  Ccmmiisioner's 
nvera;^'!  fi  ir  A  viatic  Turkey,  the  messages  irouldtoko  at  least  fire  days  in  reaching  Indta» 
and  such  time  is  far  too  long. 

Enroi)ean  Turkey  is,  however,  responsible  fordeiuy-  a:ul  Iiid  irujil'urtis,  daring  the  aboTO 
porirKl,  to  an  extent  which  could  not  have  been  anticipati  d  w  lu  u  tlic  luff  convention  was 
drawn  up  and  restricted  to  Asia.  Mr.  Walton  has  prol)at»ly  made  pui»iic  the  actual  time 
then  required  for  out-^ing  tclcgrn  I :  !  :  transitfrom  London  to  Kurrachee.  At  all  events 
tliesc  <lata  must  exist  in  Ins  records ^  and  wliere  the  average  is  unreasonably  and  inexplic- 
ably higher  than  that  struck  by  Mr.  Courtenay,  the  onus  of  blame  must,  in  my  opinion, 
bp  thi-  iwn  upon  the  Ottomrji  Ailiiiiiil- tr;;ti(i:i.  \\-]'j<  ilirc-t  their  tclr-;_'r:iplis  wc^t  a.~  well  as 
east  of  the  Bo«phorus.  Kot  tliat  our  London  companies  always  clmso  the  fit  test  European 
route,  or  that  delajs  and  yorbal  errors  did  not  occur  in  Austria,  Italy,  or  other  Continental 
States ;  but  that  experience  proves  the  heavier  percentage  of  complaints  was  fairly  refer- 
able to  Turkey. 

It  i»  to  be' feared  tliat  in  the  three  followiiif/  months  there  bis  been  eonsiderable  August  to  Oetobsr. 
deterioration  both  in  European  and  Asiatic  Tatkey,  for  messages  have  reached  Teheran 
of  late,  very  frcrntcntly  12  days  from  London,  and  f  can  guarantee  that  rtie  delay  is  not 

occasioned  in  nan-it  ilmuiLrh  Persia.  On  the  16th  August  lar-1.  ^Ir.  Courii  Tiay  writes 
that  "  for  sc\  eral  months  pist  the  telegraph  service  ie  very  uusatitd'uctory  ;  tlie  delays  on 
the  Asiatic  side  have  continued  the  same,  if  they  have  not  even  increased  •  •  • 
The  European  lines  n*'  Turkey  are,  it  is  stated,  al.^o  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  state,  and 
nothing  appears  to  be  done  to  remedy  the  evil."  On  the  2!)tli  September:  "  Owing  to 
lixe  torrential  rains  and  gates  WC  have  bad  during  the  luit  fortnii^ht,  the  Turki.-'h  lines  both 
in  Asia  and  Europe  are  working  very  indiflercntly."  On  the  21st  October,  A^thea 
Effendi,  the  Director  General  of  Ottoman  telegraph?',  rt  i  lies  to  a  telegram  which  J[  bad 
d('.-]Kit('h('d  on  the  --uhject  of  existing  delays,  thnr  tlic  i    hmi  ncca-imird  chiefly  by 

malicious  :ii  t.^  recently  discovered,  and  partly  by  the  temporary  closing  of  the  Vaiona 
Office  ov.-iv!;(  to  Mckness  of  cn)]>loy£8.  A  telegram  three  days  later  included  **Line 
repairs"  among  the  caii«r«!  nf  interruption.  Striking  an  average  of  eight  rlnys'  nn'.'-nL::(  s 
now  reaching  Teheran  trom  London,  lui  Turkey.  I  find  the  time  taken  up  by  each 
amounts  to  nine  days. 

Promi.'^es  of  amendment  abound,  as  they  ever  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  accepting 
those  of  the  Director  General  of  Ottoman  Telegraphs  as  perfectly  sincere.  At  all  events, 
he  cannot  be  said  to  want  data  for  puitini.'-  in  «jrder  hie  Asiatic  lines;  Cul  iit  l  Ki ml.all, 
accomjianied  by  Mr.  Greener,  an  able  practical  assistant,  in.'^pcctcd  the  whole  line  from 
Scntan  to  Bagdad  in  IB60,  passing  tlirougli  Asia  Minor  in  the  depth  of  winter.  I  myself, 
aided  by  Mr.  Kerstiug,  Assistant  Telegraph  Siij>cnjitendent.  inspected  the  same  lino  in 
the  summer  of  1864,  leaving  Bagdad  in  ilay  and  reaching  Izniid  in  August.  Colonel 
Kend>airs  minute  report  and  reconmiendations  have  long  been  available  for  the  guidance 
of  the  Ottoman  Administration.  My  own  papers  on  the  sidyect  wore  given  to  Colonel 
Stewart,  and  by  him  made  over  to  the  Turkish  Telegraph  officiuls  more  thau  a  year  ago ; 
valuable  6uli:(  li'  iis  on  almost  every  jtractiral  point  were,  at  the  saSM  time  and  in  the 
•ame  quarter,  tendered  by  Colonel  Stewart  in  person. 

In  Ins  latest  Telegram,  the  Direetor  General  now  informs  me :  **  dnns  pen  de  jours  tout 
sera  en  parfait  ordrc;"  l  ut  \v(^  have  n*)  jn  <'(■(  Tit  to  enable  us  to  receive  thh  stntnncnt 
as  satisfactory.  Hisowugoitd  intentiong  and  sincerity  lead  him  to  anticipate  results  which 
tiie  system  of  the  Government  he  serve*  renders  problematical  if  not  impossible.  I  see 
no  remedy  for  the  state  of  telegraphic  correspondence  in  Turkey,  but  associating  English- 
men with  the  native  employes  in  the  hisrhcr  as  in  the  inferior  duties  of  the  line ;  malviug, 
at  once,  the  principal  -latiniis  "  AnL;]i.-(  )ttoman"  as  at  Fao;  or  else  giving  the  whole  line 
to  a  company  or  firm  competent  to  work  and  supervise  it — such,  for  instance,  as  Messrs. 
Bright  and  Clark,  who  have,  moreover,  a  kind  of  vested  interest  in  the  cable  from  old 
SSBOclntion. 

The  first  of  these  remedies  I  had  the  honour  of  suggesting  to  tlie  Home  Government  in  •  Appsndis  A. 
May;*  but  the  question  involved  political  considerations,  and  llie  re-openiiig  of,  or  supple- 
menting, a  lately  ratified  convention,  one  intended  to  be  final.  Its  oll-liand  settlement 
could  hardly  be  expected.  Tiicrc  is  manifestly  no  better  chance,  at  thirf  moment,  available 
for  successful  telegraphy  in  Turkey,  than  competition.  Failing  to  cause  the  adoption  of 
any  course  reoommenoed  by  ourselves,  it  is  not  unlikely  to  produce  another  which  may  be 
equally  benofidaL  Th^  In—  nF lynmnA  AflyH  f^imnlii^  Iff  inawrtiflii.  if  tttrtbHig  i 
and  competitioii  it  ahtady  twuming  dnpe  and  sabataaoe  in  a  daily  improviog  Enaaia 
line. 

MS,  8x8  In 


Digitized  by  Google 


440 


AFP8WDIX  TO  BEPOBT  FBOK  THB 


App.  No.  3.  In  submitting  a  j>ai)er  uf  ibis  kind  to  Government,  I  aia  aware  tliai  ijometliiu''  more  is 
required  than  a  iim|^fe,  practical  proposal  to  satisfy  the  demand  for  rapid  and  rcgulv 
telegmphic  oomnuuueAtion.  Attention  must  be  paid  to  the  political  featurea  of  the  sclieiiiei 
an  wrII  as  its  more  general  beasnngs.  For  voj  own  part,  I  am  unacquainted  with  any 
rcapoii  wliy  ihv  Tniln-Ottoraan  Convention  I?  to  militate  an;aint't  an  opposition  route,  if  the 
latter  be  jiroved  the  better.  So  far  liack  as  December  last,  I  wrote  strongly  in  support 
^  of  a  recognition  of  BuBeian  intcrcets  in  the  undertaking.*  Ikit  sotting  a«ide  penooal 
imprpseions,  the  cofc  "tnnds  thu».  We  have  a  convention  with  Turkey  to  enable  us  to 
keep  open  tclcgraiihic  communication  with  India  through  her  dominion?.  She  baa  gone 
to  expense,  aDataken  pains  to  carry  out  the  terms  of  this  convention.  ^Vv  arc,  tberoore, 
deeirooa  to  ayail  fmrselTee  of  her  linea  aa  much  ae  possible.  It  ia  found,  however,  in 
practice,  that  Ae  Turkish  route  is  more  or  less  a  fallnre.  Turkey  has  not  earned  the 
whole  l/Iiinic,  liuf  ^llo  liii.--  certainly  earned  the  liniiV  sIkiiv.  Our  ontTijuinli  ? — tliat  is,  the 
JBriti.sh  public  by  their  agents — learn  that  an  opposition  line  is  available  through  Kussia. 
Hiey  take  supposed  advantage  of  this,  eagerly,  to  transmit  hundreds  of  telc<rrams  ;  bat 
the  rush  was  premature.  Tlie  l\u>Hian  fine  had  noi  tl.t  n  rcicliccl  good  M  orking  onler. 
They  revert  again  to  Turkey  ;  but  uot  in  regard  to  tuuveutiuuis.  The  convention  was  to 
give  the  public  a  desideratum,  n»)t  to  bind  them  to  a  particular  mode  of  correspondence. 
Kow,  however,  tlic  Ottoman  telcgraiih  lags,  and  the  Bustian  telegraph  strength. 
As  a  rule  wc  are  not  using  the  latter ;  yet  it  has  just  given  us  a  danunereud  message  in 
Tdicran  in  72J  hours,  while  its  rival  r;nii)ot  force  <  n  it.^  Imrthcn  from  London  in  less  tlian 
nine  d^a.  Here  success  may  perhaps  be  spasmodic,  but  time  will  show.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  fiulure  is  beeoinin[^  e&onie.  Turkey  must  bestir  herself,  or  the  competition  will 
he  fatal  tn  her.  T  pay  nnthing  on  the  difference  of  rates,  except  tliat  tlic  uiflVronce  ie 
lavournble  to  trattic  through  Russia.  I  have  already  addressed  Government  oa  this 
subject,  and  am  about  to  submit  further  particulars. 

To  sum  up  the  prospects  of  the  Indo-European  Telegraph,  they  are  encouraging,  even 
with  reference  to  past  results.  It  cannot  be  sui)jx)8ea  that  the  electric  wire  can  ue  con- 
veyed for  5,000  inilo-  hy  tea  and  land  through  the  whole  of  Europe  and  south-west  Asia 
with  the  same  £acilit^-  that  ita  progress  may  bo  traced  in  pencil  on  the  map.  The  Indian 
public  need  be  patient  for  a  little,  say  another  year,  or  till  paat  the  ensuing  winter,  s 
Fcni=on  trviuf!;  to  new  telegraphs,  especially  in  such  regions  as  the  Cauca.sus  and  Asia 
Minor,  i  am  hiuiil^ly  of  ojiiuiou  tliat,  unless  some  unfi>reseen  great  accident,  physical  or 
political,  intervene,  they  will,  ere  long,  possess,  whatever  the  route,  the  means  of  sure  and 
speedy  communication  with  the  old  country.  In  the  meantime  (iovernment  may  rest 
assured  that  the  officers  honoured  Mith  its  confidence  will  not  relax  in  their  cndea\our,-i  to 
attain  the  de-irrd  end. 

In  the  month  of  assuming  the  direction,  I  left  London  tor  i^crsia.  On  the  way  I  had 
interrtews  witii  the  Director  Genetal  of  Ottoman  Telegraphs  by  ai^pointment  in  Paris, 
and  wldi  the  Russian  Director  General  at  St.  Potcrsburgb.  To  the  former  I  repeated 
a  warning,  often  resorted  to  before  in  Constanlinojile,  that  couipctilion  in  Bussia  would  be 
dangerous;  but  he  quite  discarded  the  notion,  i^ot  iVoiu  ignorance  that  the  British  publie 
•wniiM  use  any  line  they  pleased,  but  from  disbelief  in  the  cffieacy  of  the  coniiic  tlny  line?. 
At  TeheriiU  1  huvc  been  unavoidably  delayed  for  three  full  mouths  ;  l>ut  my  dcluutiim  is 
not,  I  trust,  detrimental  to  the  public  service.  The  arrangements  iu  In  liaare  well  known 
C  to,  and  controllable  by  Government.  In  England,  Major  Cham|>ain's  namet  is  a 
guarantee  ihat  the  pnoBe  interests  will  be  studied.  The  some  may  be  said  of  Ma|ot 
Smith  and  Ii!s  ahle  a-'^i.-itant  in  Persia,  A  report  of  my  pruceedings  at  Teheran  will,  I 
trust,  be  made  by  next  mail ;  and  with  the  completion  of  a  new  convention  with  the 
Persian  Government,  I  shall  not  forget  to  submit  what  are  the  pmsiiects  el  an  alternative 
land  line  to  the  cable  between  Bushirc  and  Gwadur,  and  a  new  direct  communication 
between  Constantinople  and  Teheran  by  llie  junction  of  ibe  wires  from  Krzcrum  to 
Tftbris. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)       F.  J.  Coldsmid,  Lieutenant-Colonel, 

Superinteodenti  Ittdo-EuropeMi  Telegraph. 


Appiskoix  (A.> 

To  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India,  India  f)flice.  London. 

Sir,  ConstJintiuople,  11  May  1865. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  submit  the  draft  of  a  letter,  which  it  has  appeared  advisable  tO 
addrcs.«  to  Feizi  Bev,  Actinf:  Direetor  (jcncral  of  Ottoman  Telegrapns.  "With  it  I  have 
enclosed  an  originaf  demi-otlicial  letter  from  Mr.  Courtenay  to  myself,  supplying  certain 
date  from  records  in  his  department. 

I  have  called  the  attention  of  Feim  Bey  to  the  apparent  neglect  of  orders  on^the  ^t  of 
ISm  Ottoman  em))loy(;s  in  Asia,  wheAer  as  regaras  fulfilment  of  the  provisions  m 
BniMds  CoTiTention,  or  the  ordinary  dutie-  of  the  scrviee.  TIic  time  taken  up  in  trans- 
mlSBion,  the  irrej,nilarity  in  the  mode  of  deepattb,  the  indifferent  oilhograiiliy  of  the 
telegrams  ;  all  tlie>e  !.iii,jects  have  been,  more  or  lees  dwelt  on.  I  have  also  alluded  to  his 
own  (the  Acfinrr  Director's)  verbally  cxprc-^^ed  intentions  to  InereaHO  (he  pert^onnei  of  the 
Asiatic  lines,  and  his  admission  to  myself  tliat  the  Indian  work  is  greater  than  he  bad 

>  *  ant 
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anticipated.    I  have,  niortux or.  urged  tlie  necessity  of  keeping  pace  in  A»ia,  with  the       »pp,  jjo.  ji; 
improvements  about  to  be  i  n  i  r  >  h  i  ccd  intu  European  tcle^r^poic  <9arreflpoiideii|ce  ander  the  ' 
late  Puriti  convention,  such  ua  direct  o(Mn»uiucatioD,  bv  luve  wirei,  with  prinripal  towna 
like  Bagdad,  and  have  again  warned  bitti  of  the  probable  dnninution  of  traffic,  ow'wv^  to 

the  dcfecta  of  the  gcrvici'. 

The  latest  part  of  Mr.  Courtenay's  denii-otiicial  letter  to  my  address  shows  how  great  a 
lealiaation  has  alreadj  been  effected  by  tfas  Indo-Kuropcan  Tdegraph,  and  what  reaults 

miglit  rca^onalily  be  expeftrd,  wore  the  communication  more  rapid  and  tCguUr.  The 
-question  of  accounts  is  made  the  toubicct  of  a  separate  letter. 

Afl  regards  tlie  w  ork  on  which  I  have  been  more  imniefHat«ly  engaged,  under  letters 
from  your  (>fficc  of  tlic  13th  February  and  2d  March  laat,  matters  have  eo  far  progrcs^d, 
tliat  tljc  luiijerial  "  Irfid^h''for  the  new  special  line  to  Nism  has,  some  days  since,  been 
issued,  and  one  of  thi;  dirks  tn  he  ('■.•.i[iliiyed  in  tlic  Tiiiki~li  ofTices  hns  iirrucil  from 
Enffluid.  But  I  regret  much  to  state  that  tbe  manner  in  which  the  corrcspondcuce  is 
emiancted  throughout  the  Turkish  dominion.o,  especially  in  Aena,  is  fiur  from  flatisfiaetory* 
Delays  arc  freqiirnt ;  despatches  arc  irregiilurly  traii^iiiitferl ;  and,  though  prnmises  are 
profuj^e,  1  di?  nut  ~ec  thnt  the  improvement  which  we  liad  aright  to  expect  from  two 
mont1l^'  prai  tiee,  lia^  vet  Lee  eae  nianife-*.     I  hear  it  urged  that  one  of  the  drawbacks  to 

f recent  efH(  ienc^- is  the  absence  in  England  of  Agathuu  Efeudi,  the  Director  General ; 
ut  1  am  necessitated  to  look  upon  this  as  the  excuse  too  readily  provided  for  the  occasion, 
and  far  from  valid  or  sufficient, 

I  would  not  disclaim  the  hopes  expressed  at  the  conclusion  of  ray  letter  of  the  dth  ultimo.. 
Doubtless,  very  great  delays  occur  in  India,  and  maoy  in  Europe  ont  of  Tarkisk  territory, 
which  arc  erroueously  attributed  to  the  Ottomnti  Adinini-ti  afinn.  Indeed,  there  are  ikifa 
to  establish  the  truth  of  this  supposition  ;  antJ.  i  n  tliis  accouul,  1  fuel  i-ehietant,  without 
'fuller  information,  to  press  the  question  of  the  ni<irc  recent  telegrams.  Still,  I  would 
vcntnrc  to  express  an  opinion,  that  the  surest  and  sjifest  way  to  obtain  a  line  Avhich  would 
work  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  public,  is  by  supplcmentiug  the  present  convention  with 
certain  clauses  admitting  a  joint  control  on  our  part,  at  least  in  the  Asiatic  lines,  and  having 


light  he  uji;i>eiated  one  or  two  r^nnlmed  :n-pof"tnr?.     \\  e  roqun 
working  in  a  different  spirit  from  ordinary'  (Oriental  employes  and  evineing  active  int«^re*t 
and  zed  at  all  times  as  well  as  for  a  special  occasion. 

But  there  no  doubt  that  such  a  proi)osal  would  not  be  entertnincd  without  refutation 
of  many  and  plausible  arguments  for  a  cont'-ary  course.  Under  any  circuni.'^tauces,  how- 
ever, the  first  and  most  natund  proceeding  would  be  to  submit  to  the  Ottoman  Govern- 
ment the  complaints  which  now  present  themselves ;  and  I  will  endeavour  to  make  the 
subject  of  my  tetter  to  the  Acting  iKrector  General,  one  for  the  consideration  of  the  higher 
autnoritiea  at  the  Forte. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)      F,  J.  GoMsmidf  LieutMumt  Colonel. 

On  special  duty. 

Tu£  above,  though  not  for  from  a  vetbutim  copy,  cannot  be  ultested  a^^  such.  Having 
no  derk  or  personal  assistant,  I  have  fretjuently  to  draft,  copy,  and  record niy  own  letters, 
and  time  sometimea  Jails  me,  at  the  departure  of  the  poet,  to  do  all  that  le  lequired  for 

coropletenesd. 

F.  J.  CMdnnid» 

.   Teheran,  87  l(oT«mb«r  1865L 

Appendix  {B.) 


**  In  talking  with  Colonel  Stewart  the  other  day  on  a  revised  proinwiition  which  he  has 
recently  made  re^anlin^  the  Persijin  teleLrra[ili.  T  emild  not  hut  feel  that  the  surest  means 
of  Buccess  ^vuuld  be  to  iatercot  tlie  liuiisiuu  (juMixmnciit  in  the  pro|K>sal,  by  drawing  out 
a  convention  with  Russia,  as  well  as  with  Persia  and  Turkey,  an<i  utilizing  the  Russian 
line  for  India  communication  as  well  as  those  of  the  Mahome<^an  nations,  supposing  the 
intereetaof  Saint  Petersburgh  joined  Inthishutance  toourown;  the  Feman  Govem- 
ment  would,  at  least,  lose  one  of  tlmae  advisers  who  would  be  jealottS  <^  the  introduction 
of  Englishmen  and  English  measures.  •  *  * 

The  above  is  an  extract  of  a  letter  written  by  the  undersized  to  Captain  W.  Eastwick, 
dated  Constantinople,  Hth  December  1864.  Since  that  period,  he  has  been  confirmed  in 
the  views  here  expressed,  by  ezperiencc  on  the  subject  acquired  both  in  Russia  and 
Perna. 

(signed)      F.  J.  Goldsmult  Lieut.  Colonel, 

Superintendent  Indo-Europem  Telegraph.  -. 

TehaaUf  27  November  1M3. 
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(No.  35  of  1865.) 

To      Undtt  Saeretuy  of  St»te  for  India. 

Sir,  India  Offieo,  London. 

I  HAYS  the  honour  to  Bubniitfor  the  sanction  of  the  Kight  Honourable  the  Secretatyof 
State  a  reoonamendatton,  tliat  for  the  pre«eiit,  anct  until  the  result  of  the  proposed  conren- 
tion  Tvith  Pcma  bccon\c  known,  ^rajor  Champain  of  the  Royal  Engineers  be  authorised 
to  remain  on  duty  iu  Eugland,  receiving  such  references  as  arc  intended  for  myself,  and 
disposing  of  Buch  as  do  not  require  to  be  forwarded  for  my  own  opinion  and  report. 

My  object  in  making  this  proportion  is  to  avoid  the  great  loss  of  time  which  must 
ensue  should  all  ordinary  reports  on  telegraphic  details  follow  me  from  place  to  place, 
while  en  route  to  Persia,  or  from  Persia  to  India.  I  liavo  made  the  nccc.-sary  intimation.-^ 
to  the  Secretary  to  the  Bomb^  Qoveriunent,  the  Director  of  the  Mekran  Coaat  uui 
Satoarine  Telegraph,  and  the  Commisiioiior  for  the  telegraph  at  Constantinopley  notiiw 
that  any  urgent  retereooes  maj  be  made  to  me  direot,  by  lefeter,  oare  of  Her  llijca^ 
Minister  at  Teheruu. 

The  records  of  the  dcpartmeat  fimnd  in  possession  of  the  late  Colonel  Stewart  were  not 
voluminous,  but  such  as  there  are,  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  advisable  that  I  should  take 
them  in  journeying  rapidly  tlirouf'h  Bussia  and  Persia.  Moreover,  to  these  I  have  added 
some  few  which  have  accumulated  during  niy  reot  iit  t^tay  at  Constantinople.  All  these  I 
would  propose  to  leave,  ibr  the  present,  in  charge  of  Miyor  Chamoain.  This  officer's 
presence  will  be  further  useful  in  attending  to  indents  for  stores,  whicdi  have  been  ormay 
yet  be  received  at  the  India  Offi'  t\  His  expericnie  and  advice  will  be  of  a.'jsijtancc  ia 
obtaining  good  materials,  and  in  uimie  instances  he  would  be  enabled  to  attend  to  their 
ebipmcnt  and  despatch  to  destination. 

Btit  in  our  pre^'cnt  relations  with  the  Ottoman  Government  I  deem  it  ([uito  necessary 
that  lie  ohould  be  enabled  to  proceed  at  any  time  to  Constantinople,  where  gre  U  ;ittention 
is  still  renuired  to  perfect  the  iisiatic  lines.  Before  starting  tor  St,  Petersbur'^li.  I  pur- 
pose attenuing  an  apix)iutmcnt  in  Paris  with  Agathon  Effendij  the  director  of  OtLoman 
Telegraph,  now  engaged  in  procuring  and  purchasing  materials  for  the  Turkish  lines.  He 
is  anxious  to  fco  nie  before  leaving  for  Constantinople,  and  I  nhnll  talcc  the  oj)j)ortunity 
of  mtntioniug  to  hitn  the  very  useful  advice  and  assistance  he  may  at  all  times  dejiend  on 
receiving  from  Major  Champaia.  It  will  be  important  to  kuow  that  the  Turks  act  up  to 
their  promises  made  independently  of  the  convention,  and  do  not  let  the  favourable  season 
pass  without  using  their  best  efforts  to  provide  tor  the  almost  inevitable  interruptions 
00ca:>ioned  by  winter  and  bad  weather  to  tlie  line  in  its  present  condition. 

A  recent  correspondence  with  the  Secretary  of  the  illlective  and  International  Tele> 
graph  Company  in  London,  has  disolosed  the  Bkeffihood  of  employment  of  the  Busso- 
Persia  line  to  the  detriment  of  the  Turkish  one,  against  whleh  there  has  been  much  cause 
for  complaint ;  and  I  am  of  o|)inion  tliut  this  circumstance  should  be  brought  to  the  notice 
of  Agathon  Efiendi,  with  a  view  to  draw  the  serious  attention  of  his  Goventmeat  tomrds 
immediate  and  f  iny  l  -te  amelioration. 

Should  Major  C  iiainpain's  services  be  required  iu  I'eiiiia,  or  any  other  arrangement  than 
that  now  propc^cd  appear  <lesinible,  ofter  my  arrival  nt  Teheran,  I  will  not  fad  to  address 
your  office  again  on  the  subject^  and  telegraph  if  neoessacy.  But  in  the  present  state  ef 
affiurs,  and  espeeiidly  while  the  operations  of  the  Indo-European  Telegraph  demand  con- 
stant watching,  T  think  that  it  would  be  well  to  take  advantage  of  the  ]ire.-?encc  of  Major 
Champain  in  England  to  turn  his  experience  to  account  in  the  mode  proposed.  I  have, 
Ikowever* expressed  but  in  a  very  general  nuuinar,  tba  natnre  of  the  temporary  duties  on 
which  he  would  be  engaged. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)     F.  J.  OoUsmid,  Lieutenant  Colonel, 

Superinteniknt  Indo-European  Telegraph. 

IiondoDt  24  June  186S» 


(No.  2U.) 

To  1^0  Under  Seoratary  of  State  foot  In^ 

Sir,  London,  81  August  1865. 

As  dissatisfaction  with  the  working  of  the  Indo-European  Telegraph  i.^  being  expressed 
by  the  public,  I  feel  it  iny  duty  to  request  you  to  lay  before  the  Kight  Honourable  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  in  Coimell  the  following  remarks. 

On  the  18th  June  I  received  a  Telegram  from  Major  Smith  at  Teheran,  complaining 
that  numbers  of  messages  for  transmission  to  India  were  being  received  at  hia  office  from 
Rufl.''ia ;  that  they  were  nearly  all  nniutelligil)le,  and  had  been  very  much  delayed. 
Colonel  Goldsmid  was  not  then  in  London,  so  I  drew  out  a  short  memorandum  (soopy  of 
wMeb  No»  198  A,  I  now  eiMloM)>  whidi  I  aobnitted  to  diat  olfiear  and  IoCoIoimI  Buar. 

Hie 
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The  Secretaries  of  the  Telegraph  Compuiies  in  London  were  also  enjoined  that  no     -Afp*  T^.  %. 

dMpAtches  for  India  should  be  tent  otherwise  than  bjr  Coaataatinople,  the  established  

Kmte.   Alto<;ethcr,  however,  not  less  than  400  meaaa^  were  sent  mk  Rnraia,  and  I  fear 
that  most  of  f  hem  nmst  have  provoil  impossible  to  decipher. 

On  the  14th  July,  after  receiving  a  letter  from  Mr.  Courtenoy,  our  Commii^sioncr  at 
Conitantanople,  oomplaining  of  the  inefiiciency  of  the  Turkish  telegraphic  arrangements, 
I  xsTotG  the  accorupany'in!^  Mcm«rsndain  No*  202,  which  I  alao  aafamitted  to  Colonel 
Baker  and  to  Coluncl  (ioltbiiiid. 

Colonel  Baker,  after  showing  it  to  Sir  Charli  ?i  't^'ofx],  informed  me  that  it  was  not  oon- 
ridered  adviMble  to  enter  into  aaj  agreement  with  the  liassiaa  Goveniment  with  a  view 
to  improve  Iheir  system,  and  thns  develope  a  new  Hue,  which  would,  to  a  certain  extent, 
diminish  the  traffic  througli  Turkey. 

I  now,  however,  venture  to  make  the  following  ohscrvatinn?.  There  is  uo  doui»t  that 
meesages  to  and  fimn  India  are  unnecessarily  and  vexatimisly  delayed,  and  public  con- 
fidence in  tilt!  imdprtalcin<^  is  being  shaken.  The  organisation  of  iliu  Turkish  lines  is 
defective,  and,  in  my  upiuiuu,  will  continue  so,  unless  some  decided  sti  j),  rucIi  us  the 
Mtablishmcnt  of  an  opposition  route  be  taken.  Afa;  ConttMinj  invariably  writes  that 
either  the  Turkish  Asmtic,  or  the  Turkish-Europeiii  linea  an  working  badly ;  and  it  does 
not  seem  that  Colonel  Goldsmid'e  suggestions  have  yet  been  complied  with.  I  know  that 
the  insulators  wc  proposed  for  the  new  wire  between  Cou.-itantlnople  and  DIarbckir  were 
r^ected  as  too  expensive,  and  cheap  inferiur  ones  were  to  be  ordered  from  Belgium.  In 
flome  measure,  however,  I  can  account  for  delays  of  late  in  ooosec^uence  of  the  cholera 
panic,  which  frightened  the  telegraph  clerks  from  their  poets.  Still,  I  maintain  that 
blame  is  due  to  the  Turks,  and  I  much  fear  that  they  arc  really  unable  to  work  iij>  Ui  our 
■Inidard  of  efficieiiiay.  Mr.  Walton,  the  director  of  the  Cable,  writes  to  mo  that,  Our 
messages  from  Kurraoliee  to  Fao,  and  vice  vtrtA  average  74  minutes,  for  the  last  three 
months and  that  *'the  Bagdad  men  report  70  or  80  messages  on  hand,  send  12  or  15  and 
then  smoke  hookahs  or  Bay  their  nnyers  for  two  w  three  Loiua,  during  which  time  Fao 
hears  nothing  more  of  th^m. " 

Our  cable,  therafore,  is  working  admirably,  for  montba  put  Aere  baa  bean  no  intemtp' 
Hon  on  the  Penian  line,  and  yet  Ml  onr  endeavours  are  niuUlled  bv  tbe  bad  anaagementa 
in  iurkey. 

On  the  otiber  band,  the  Russians  are  naturally  anxious  to  help  our  through  communica- 
tion, and  have  now  offered  to  place  their  line  from  Petersbui^  to  the  Persian  Frontier 
entirely  in  the  hands  of  a  well-known  London  firm.  Mr.  Siemens,  the  head  of  that  firm, 
spoke  to  nie  hitely  on  the  subject,  and  woidd,  I  believe,  be  wilHntr  to  accept  the  oH'er,  if 
there  were  any  probability  of  his  also  obtaioins  the  control  of  the  Pcrsiau  Line  from  the 
Tabreez  frontier  to  our  telegraphic  centre  at  Teheran.  I  ant  eonvinced  tiiat,  aunported 
\>\'  "Rrissian  influence  in  Persia  and  not  oppo.-cd  by  us,  he  would  succeed  ;  and  then  we 
should,  without  having  taken  active  slcyi  in  the  matter,  obtain  a  second  and  a  really 
reliable  line  of  communication  between  England  and  the  Persian  Gulf.  Such  an  amuige- 
ment  would  also  do  more  to  render  the  Constantinople  line  efScicnt  than  any  rcmonstnuioea 
that  wc  can  make,  now  that  the  Turks  Jcnow  we  are  entirely  dependent  on  them. 

If  I  might  officially,  or  even  privately,  inform  IMr.  Siemens,  that  tlie  organisation  of  a 
duplioate  line  vid  St.  Petersburgh  would  not  be  opposed  by  the  EngUsh  Minister  at 
Tenctan,  I  bdl«va  that  no  jneat  time  would  elapee  befbre  through  commuaicalMii  with 
India  would  be  placed  <m  «  mm  and  eatiabctory  DauB. 

I  have,  &e., 
(ngned)    J,  U,  Chatypein. 


(No.  202.) 
ItotOBiKBIIlf. 

London,  14  July  1865. 
The  object  is  to  eetabUsh  a  well-or^nised  system  of  telegraphic  commtinication  between 
Kngland  and  India  vid  Petcrsburgh,  Tlflis,  and  Teheran,  which  T;\-onld,  in  case  of  failure 
of  the  Bagdad  line,  t&kc  the  whole  of  the  Anclo-Indian  traffic,  or,  under  any  circum- 
■tnnccs,  tend  to  ke^  np  a  healthy  sinrit  of  rivurj  in  the  management  of  tha  oppoaitim, 
or  Turkish  line^ 

,  To  do  this  it  is  necessary  to  consider  what  steps  can  fairly  be  taken  in  Russia  and 
l^int  in  Persia. 

It  appears  to  mc  that  certain  pro^sals  might  be  made  to  the  Kussiau  Government 
regardmg  the  orgadaation  of  Iheur  Imea,  enMciaUv  those  In  the  Gaucasos  and  Qeoisia, 
the  acceptance  of  which  proposals  should  aepe&d  (m  whether  Ponia  were  inclined  to 
assist  in  the  undertaking  or  not 

The  Busnans  know  well  enough  that  they  cannot  rely  on  traffic,  the  amount  of  which 
will  vary  according  to  the  condition  of  tlie  Julfa  and  Teheran  lines  But  I  feel  sure 
that,  if  the  Persian  portion  of  the  through  telegraph  were  put  in  satisfactory  order,  the 
liu^itians  would  he  willing,  and  even  eager,  to  incur  the  extra  c:^penditure  wbidi  wwld 
suffice  to  bring  their  own  part  into  a  thoroughly  efficient  state. 

Witii  reeacd  to  Persia,  I  tlunk  that  we  might  induce  tiie  Busaian  authorities  to  offer  to 
take  over  ^  fine  firom  Julfik  to  Tshstaa  on  oimilar  terms  to  those  on  wUcfa  we  hope  to 
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App.  No.  t.      cct  the  Bagtlad,  Teheran,  nnd  Bn«hirf  line;  and  I  think  tlie  Permans  migTit,  if  l^tjtnr 
the  Eporl's'li  and  Riinsian  (tovprnment  anxious  for  it,  consent  to  such  a  scheme. 

AVc  -luiil.  it°  (\il:>iiel  ( rolil-niid  eucccedri  in  his  present  miMion,  have  the  eontnl  of  tw» 
of  tlu'  ilnt  e  piir.ciiinl  Hik  -i  in  Pcrgin,  namely,  that  from  Bagdad  to  Teheran,  nnd  that 
from  Tuherau  to  Iki.-hire  ;  and  it  migitt  give  rise  to  suspicion  and  jealousy  if  wc  tried, 
at  present,  to  get  the  third  as  well. 

Ill  however,  there  abonld  bo  objecttoDS  to  the  above  idea,  it  irill  be  requisite  to  taka 
1]ie  Jn1&  tine  into  our  charge  on  terms  almost  itlentieal  vith  those  that  Cdoiiel  Goldnaid 
is  adili  li^i  il  t'l  lAY-ir  for  the  rtli<  r  line?.  We  shmilil  liave  to  add  a  aecood  wire,  and 
8U]>[>ly  an  K;it:li-li  >infC  for  working  it,  keeping  a  proportion  of  the  receipts. 

iSupposiTiir  eitlit  r  i  f  (lie  above  measures  to  8lieeeed»  it  would  be  obviously  the  interest 
of  t(t  lii  iiiL:  !u  r  lines  into  perfect  order,  to  ndt!  a  ?pfoii(l  wire  exclusively  fur  ilirouph 

t»-atiic,  and  t>>  work  it  by  signallers  acquainted  with  the  Eiigliih  language,  if  she  cuuhi  be 
convinced  that  a  fair  portion  of  messages  would  fall  to  her  share. 

Should  Russia  nuinpge  the  Julfa  line  at  her  own  chaigee  and  risk,  I  think  we  oould  not 
be  expected  by  Turkey  to  alter  the  rates  on  our  line  at  alL  Coinpetitbn  between  the 
Russian  Mii'l  tlie  Ti:rki-]i  Iiiie>  then  produce  adrantairoons  re-ultt^,  I)oth  rei;;u^ 

ooet  of  messages  and  general  ethciency,  Xhe  Euglisli  comj)auies  would  of  cuuri^u  use 
whicliever  route  they  ]>leased:  and  I  am  cf  opiBion  the  Indian  Telegraph  Depart- 
mrnf  -should  either  tise  the  two  routes  equally,  or  leave  the  choioe  to  the  sender  of  eai^ 
niesfage. 

But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  British  Government  oi^anise  the  «ful&  line,  it  is  poi> 
mble  that  the  Turks  might  complain  with  some  show  of  reason  at  our  faaviitt  inren  aodTt 
BMistance  to  a  mrheme  which  must  either  injure  the  interests  of  the  line  wK<»t  tte  Tvib 

imt  \i]>  ut  idir  Iii>ti_;atii)n,  nr  at  leii-^t  ](riHlnee  a  (liniinutlon  of  the  rate  to  which  wc  agreed. 
It  would  then  become  our  duty  to  devise  a  plan  which  would  Cf^uaiisc  the  charges  cither 
way,  and  this  can  be  done,  I  think,  wi^umt  oifllctthy ;  as,  however,  it  demmds  flame  oink 
^deration,  I  will  submit  a  farther  menuwaadum  on  ws  head  hereaiter. 

(signed)      J,  V.  Champain. 

(True  copies.) 

J.  Goldsmid,  Lieut,-Colonel, 
Sttpmntendeat  Indo-Eoropean  Tdegiapk. 


From  Lieutenant  Colonel  F.  J.  Goldsmid^  Superintendent  Indo-European  Tel^raph,  to 
M  igor     Uo  Ckangmn,  B.  x.,  frc.  Ac.  ke.,  IikGa  OflMe. 

Sir,  Teheran,  24  October  1865. 

The  present  st.itc  of  the  Turkish  lines,  and  the  probability  of  even  less  efficiency  in 
winfi  r  than  in  the  late  fine  weatJicr,  induce  mc  to  address  yon  officially  on  the  subject  of 
•  (footed  in  par!i;4r;iiili  4  of  my  letter  to  the  Under  Secretary  of  State,  'No.  30,  of  the  2l8t  June  last.* 

By  the  mail  conveying  the  present  letter  I  shall  prolial  ly  lie  eiuihled  to  make  some 
definite  report  to  the  Under  Sccret44ry  of  State  on  the  subject  of  the  Convention  atill 
pending  with  llie  Penian  Government  ilian  cirenmstances  bave  hitherto  warranted.  And 
it  is  not  unlikely  that  ere  this  lettei  reaches  you,  a  telegram  from  hence  will  have  in- 
formed you  of  its  comidction.  It  will  rest  w  itli  y<!urself  to  couibiac,  in  as  effectual  a  man- 
ner as  possible,  the  work  of  superintendence  of  stores  required  for  Persia,  with  that  of 
B^ulatin^  the  Turkish  administnition  of  telegraphs  to  place  their  Indo-£aropean  lines  in 
a  more  satisfactory  state. 

S,  Under  any  circumstancps',  as  regards  the  aetnal  locality  for  usefulness  you  arc  better 
able  to  iii  lif"  ol"  the  matter  in  L  itidon  than  T  an:  ni  Tclierati  ;  ami  as  tel('gra|ihed,  I  beg 
you  will  exercise  your  discretion.  It  may  be  that  you  consider  your  presence  would 
be  more  useful  in  forwarding  the  cause  at  St.  Petersbnrgh  than  at  Constantinople.  In 
such  <  ase  the  Homc  GoTemme&t  would,  I  doubt  not,  oomiinuueate  its  dedsioa  and 
instructions. 

3.  By  the  uiail  arrUing  yesterday,  a  e»*py  ut' yimr  letter,  No.  214,  to  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India  rciiclied  mc.  The  subject  tO  which  it  refers  had  already  enji^aged 
my  attention  so  far  back  as  the  8th  December  last  year,  when  I  submitted  an  opinion  in 
faroiiT  of  a  rsombination  of  intwesta  trnch  as  you  now  advocate.    Since  that  ]>erini!,  I  have 

seen  rei-(Mi  to  hold  the^e  \  iews  ci ■nflrniril,  and  iiavc  considered  if  .1  ihit\'  ti;>  urge  them, 
both  by  letter  and  personal  interview,  upon  the  authorities.   It  is  not  ao  much  a  couveu* 
t  Except  perhaps  as  tiouf  as  of  coming  to  an  open  understandine  with  the  Persian  Ooremment  on  tbe  matter 
Mgsidstsnff.  of  telegraphic  ecrDmiiiiifatinn  to  India  that  I  have  pressed.    Tn  any  case  it  has  seetned  to 

roc  impossible  to  ignore  so  important  and  palpable  an  altLruative  route  (as  therein)  to  that 
which  we  have  secured  by  eonTentioa  m  Turkey.  AVIien  the  replies  from  England, 
lately  received  here,  were  unfavourable  to  direct  negotiations  with  the  Russian  autlioritics, 
I  adopted  w^hat  .appeared  to  be  the  most  advisable  course,  viz.,  to  anticipate  result*  of 
competition  likely  to  arise.  This  was  done  by  letter  tu  the  CTOvemraent  of  Bombay,  a 
copy  of  Avhich  I  long  since  sent  to  Mr.  Courtenay,  with  a  request  that  he  would  forwwd 
it  to  England  (No.  61  ef  4th  September  lBSt> 
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4.  The  memorandum  (No.  198a.)  to  which  you  refer  in  the  2d  }>aragraph  of  your  letter  App,  Vo,  9» 
to  the  Under-Secretary  of  State,  Ho.  214  of  3  let  AugUKt  last,  waa,  if  I  remember  rightly, 
discussed  by  na  on  the  1 9th  June.  I  may  have  been  a  few  miles  distant  from  London  on 
the  previous  day  (  Sunday);  but,  whether  there  or  not,  your  recorded  opinion  and  advice 
ooola  not  be  otliex  than  acceptable.  The  copy  of  tlm  document  which  you  gave  raci  wju^ 
I  beiieve,  sent  in  oriflnal  with  mj  own  comments  to  Colonel  Baker,  on  the  5th  July  htm 
St.  Pctersburgh.  With  rcfjarrl  to  the  many  lelpizraphic  mesaagcs  forwarded  through 
Russia,  the  fact  was  brought  to  my  notice  by  Mr.  Thornton.  That  gcnllemau  made  over 
to  me  a  letter  to  hit*  address  from  the  secretary,  Electric  and  Internatioual  Telegraphic 
Company,  dated  12th  June.  This  must  have  been  on  the  13lli  or  14th  idem.  At  all 
evcuw,  on  the  same  day,  I  went  to  the  Company's  office,  as  also  to  the  Submarine,  and 
conferred  with  both  .sLMnotarii^a.  On  the  15th,  a  li  tter  from  tin?  runner,  in  Mr.  Weaver's 
name,  stated :  "  On  the  iatereat^  of  the  public,  1  have  countermanded  an  order  to  send 
Ibrough  Ruseia,  and  nntil  this  most  extmordinarf  matter  has  been  cleared  up,  I  ihaU 
send  all  Indian  messagr'-!,  n-^  u<\u\\,  rid  Turkey."  On  the  26th  idem,  he  writes  again: 
**  I  have  entirely  abandoned  the  use  of  the  Persian  route  ibr  the  present." 

I  have,  &c. 

(e^ed)      F.  J.  GoMsmid,  Lieut-Colonel, 

Sttperinteadent  indo>£nropean  Xelegrapb* 


(Home  Department.— Bleetrie  Telegraph.— No.  4,  of  1806.) 

To  the  Right  Honourable  Sir  Ckarlet  Wood,  Bart.,  a.c.B.,  Secretary  of  Siatf.  for  India; 

dated  Fort  Wiiliam,  m  January  1B«6. 

Sir, 

Rbfbbkino  to  your  D<  s  at<h  No.  0,  dated  the  8tb  Sepiamber  186(,  w*  lMif«  the 

h'.nour  lo  r,,i  sv;ud  for  your  infor.iiation  the  acmmpanyiii:;  copy  oF  a  repo.l  •  .  l^i^^^, 
furnish  d  by  lite  Director  General  of  Telegraphs,  on  tlie  present  state  of  the  Ucnrr^i  or  Xei^phi.  (Mo.  2i»s), 
line  b  twee'n  Kurrachee  and  Bombay,  and  as  to  the  ioproTenieuts  that  are  as DwMitariscSyMA «*!«»•. 
Stdl  requisite. 

2.  A  copy  of  our  reply t  to  Cobnt  1  Robinson  accompanies.    We  have  communicated  a  t  No. Ml,  dated 
copy  of  the  oorrvapondence  to  the  Gorernnietit  of  Bombay.  Jimwiyiaaa. 

We  have,  &c. 
l^i^ncd)       John  Lawrence, 
W.  .\.  NonKfidd. 
H.  a.  Maine. 
W.  Crfv. 

G.  N.  Taylor. 
IF.  M  llaccry. 

H.  M.  Durand, 


Prom  LUntenani-CoIonel  D,  G.  JStoHnton,  b.b..  Director  General  of  Telegraphs  in  India, 
to  E.  C.  Baijlfij,  Esq.,  iseo«iary  to  the  Goverunaent  of  India  (No.  V^)*  ^ 

December  1865. 

In  n  p!y  to  Home  Office  (Ko.  3,190)  of  the  25th  October,  covering  copy  of  the  Secretary 
*  of  State's  (No.  6)  of  the  8tl>  September  1865,  and  calhiiij  upon  me  to  rep.irt  "  on  the  pi-esent 
state  of  the  Hue  between  Kurrachee  and  Uonibav,  and  \\iieiher  siny  in!]ir(Aeiii(  in-;  stiil 
requisite,"  I  have  the  honour  to  submit  extracts  Uoiu  a  very  interesting  Keport  just  received 
from  Mr.  B.  C  Bailej,  the  energetic  officiating  direetor  of  the  Western  Division. 

S.  Mr.  Bailey  has  certainly  eam<>d  the  approbation  of  Government  for  tha  great  improve* 

ments  that  hiivo  besn  effect e  !  i  u;  iit^  the  las?  few  months  in  X\w  working  of  the  Bi^mbay 
lines;  but,  although  mucli  bi  i.ii  > oiu',  ilu  re  is  >till  an  immense  lieul  uioieto  do  ere  these 
lines  (  an  even  approach  that  perfect  si  .te  in  which  it  is  uur  object,  not  only  lor  the  iiiteresia 
of  Government  ami  the  public,  but  also  for  the  credit  of  tiie  department,  to  bring  them  to. 

Tile  nun-arrival  of  insulators  and  lelegr»pb  stores  from  En^land  is  delaying  the  com- 
ply tiun  ot  the  work  of  re;>nirs,  reconalruction  and  insui di  n.  ail  uvlt  India,  as  well  as  in 
Bomb  ly,  to  \.  serious  extent  Instead  of  these  stores  reaching  India  by  tlie  close  of  the 
Mri«i«,  they  appear  never  to  arrive  nntil  the  working  season  (Oettxicr  to  April)  i«  draw  ing  to 

I  rt -^ret  <o  say  that,  in  ihu  present  instance,  the  Indian  Depurtiucut  is  attuost  wholly  to 
blame.  The  indents  tor  stores  were  sent  in  sufficienily  early,  and  Captain  Maliock  was  in 
England  ti)  expedite  tiiem;  but  the  specifications  which  w*-re  to  define  the  characters  of 
th  se  (Stores,  and  wliich  my  predecessor  stated  it  was  his  intention  to  submit  very  shortly 
after  the  indeutSj  were  never  sent  in  until  after  Captain  Maliock  had  rHumed  to  uidia,  und 
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^pp.N«»t.-  brought  this  most  vexatious  fact  lo  my  notiif.  No  Cvy.o.  was  then  liT^t  in  completing  the« 
important  papers,  but  the,  evil  waa  done,  and  tlie  opportunity  of  making  the  most  of  the 
best  part  of  the  working  season  is  now  irretrievably  toct.  The  aocakimtiOB  of  the  de^atd» 
of  these  stores  is  of  such  impoitaoce  that  I  have  made  it  the  suhjeet  of  a  sq»i*te  ktter. 

The  ibllowiog  abstract  shows  at  a  glance  the  exact  stat< 


'P  tlir  l;r.<:3:  — 


*  Nik. 

Ob 

Number 

of 
Wirta. 

JbhIoIoiil 

ftBMA&KS. 

Ksfit^MtoKaUM  • 

107 

HaouHnu'i  iliBidanU 

3 

MNilHipcd  nom- 
won. 

Oriloww*  it  mild  CMOS 
UMBabrsf. 

Xtttnc  to  HLjitnUi  • 

* 

•  •  Ohto  • 

a 

-  -  Ditto. 

Hjderubal  to  Dmm  - 

SIO 

-  -  Diito 

I 

•    -  Ditto. 

Dee)*  lo  Aliimd^hwi  - 

98 

Inferior  woodeo  potu 

1 

Ho  imoUitioa  • 

Ia tttf  Uad CQitiUtion^owiji 

jUaedaUil  l»  Bniich 
Bmefa  M  Maw 

m 
as 

flood  modca  poMi  - 
Wmmlimf*  otudtrds 

1 

2 

-  -  Ditto  - 

Will  lUod  lill  workiaif 
MO  18M-7. 

Buknr  to  Bmbijr 

lie 

I 

TvtJO.  •  •  ■ 

8W 

Tile  renting  of  the  railway  wire  between  Kurrachee  and  Kotree  haa  proved  a  judicimit 
measure.  •  •  •  •  •  • 

•  «  •  •  • 


KoRsdMo  to  Ufdmtad  (Soind) 
bas«hie~  ' 


1I0» 

BO 


Extract  from  Lsttbr  from  the  Oflkiating  Director  of  Telegraphe^  Western  Division,  to  tiie 
Officiating  Director  General  of  Tcl^raphs  in  L»dia(No.  1,383);  dated  15  Nov«aiher 

Para.  2.  The  length  of  tnle:^ph  line  between  Bombay  and  Kurrachee  is  SfiO  miles  ;  of 
which  630  miles  is  permanently  supported  on  Hamilton's  |  iron  standards,  and  should  not 
require  more  than  petty  repairs  for  the  next  seven  Ye<irs;  133  niile^t  is  on  wooden  posts  strong 
enough  to  stand,  with  ordinary  care,  till  the  working  season  of  1866-67 ;  and  OB  miles  on 
wooden  posts  scarcely  strong  enough  to  hold  one  wire  even  in  dry  weather.  The  iaet-named 
piece  is  now  in  course  of  reconstruction  with  |  iron  standards,  and  will,  in  alt  probabili^, 
oe  completed  by  the  end  of  the  present  workins;  season. 

3.  On  ihc  line  ab[)\e  referred  to,  wc  have  two  wires  in  working  order  for  Itio  miles  as 
per  niar<rin.  On  the  remainin«;  distance  there  isonty  a  single  wire  at  present, 
but  ilie  stcond  wire  is  beinjj  suspended  for  354  miles  (Deesa  to  Broach  and 

  Bulsar  to  Bombay  ),  and  will  be  broijghl  inio  use,  section  by  section,  during 

190    the  next  three  or  four  months.    Stores  are  now  on  the  way  round  from 
Calcutta  for  the  316  miles  mp  between  Hyderabad  and  Deesa,  and  imnie* 
diately  they  arrive,  the  worik  on  that  pari  will  be  eommeneed. 

4.  There  is  every  prospect  of  the  second  wire  being  opened  ont  all  the  way  from  Bombay 

to  Kirrraclice  during  the  present  working  sea>on,  but  we  still  require  a  vcrj'  Iari;e  supply  of 
the  new  pattern  insulators  and  brackets  to  cijni|)letf>  the  tine  and  ensure  perfect  cum!nuaica> 
tion  at  all  seasons.  Up  to  this  date  we  hnw  not  suHieicnt  of  these  stores  to  complete  even 
the  120  miles  section  between  Bombay  and  Bulsar.  The  other  portions  of  the  >econd  wire 
are  being  nailed  to  the  sides  of  the  posts  as  a  temporary  arrangement  fur  the  dry 
weather,  except  in  Scind  where  the  heavy  dew  is  found  as  great  an  ohatacle  to  the  working  of 
nniosnlated  wives  as  the  rains  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  and  conseqamtly  the  aeoond 
wire  cannot  be  aaspendad  at  all  between  Korradiee  and  Deesa  (426  miles)  tiU  inealatort  are 
VMeivecu 

6.  The  non-arrival  of  insulators  has  not  only  delayed  the  completion  of  the  second  w  ire, 
bnt  caused  serious  inconvenience  to  the  first  wire,  and  added  considerably  to  the  work  of  the 

Line 
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Line  Officers.    In  Apriland  May  the  second  wire  was  Buspendeil  teinpnriinly  In  expec  tation      App.  No.  a. 
of  the  arrival  of  insulators  before  the  end  ol  the  dry  season,  aud  when  tlie  rains  set  in  both  — — 
vires  were  brought  into  contact^  and  communication  was  slopped  altogether  UH  «be  second 
wire  could  be  removed. 

0.  Insuhtors  and  brack rt^  are,  I  am  informed,  expected  lu  re  in  December^  and  arrange* 

ments  have  becu  made  to  put  them  up  immediately  they  arrive. 

7.  The  workinej  of  the  B<»mbay  to  Kurrachee  line  has  improved  gradually  since  May 
last,  and  (or  the  last  two  months  messafje-s  to  and  fr(im  thi;  Indo-European  line  have  been 
passed  with  no  greater  delays  than  those  occasioned  by  the  intermediate  offices  south  of 
Deeaa,  disconnecting  for  local  woric,  and  by  stoppages  eauted  by  the  oonaCnurtion,  pntiet  on 
the  line,  notwithstanding  that  there  tea  been  a  large  increase  of  traffic* 

8.  Tlie  annexed  extracts  from  the  Bombay  Office,  Maxima  ami  Minima  Time  loterval 
Reports,  and  Cash  Collection  Statements  for  the  months  Irom  Apiil  to  October  1865,  will 
abow  the  improvenient  that  has  been  made  in  the  transmission  of  messages,  and  the  increase 
of  the  traffic  along  the  Bombay  and  Kurrachee  line;  and,  I  think,  that  I  may  say  that  a 
corresponding  improvement  has  been  made  in  ail  other  respects, — very  few  compkiuts 
haviBg  been  made  either  to  the  Department  direct  or  tfaroogli  the  newspapers. 

9.  These  improvements  have  been  effected — first,  by  renting  one  of  the  railway  telegraph 
wires  between  Kuriachee  and  Kotree,  thereby  siviug  the  Department  one  dirtnct  line  £>r 
tiM  traffic  between  Kurrachee  and  the  Panjab,  and  anothw  fi>r  traffic  between  Korr^hee 

and  Bombay,  instead  of  llirowin^  ihe  work  of  two  main  line?  on  one  wire;  secondly,  by 
strengthening  the  lines  between  Deesa  and  Bombay  ;  thirdly,  by  separating  the  Knrrachee 
wire  ft-iim  I  he  multiple  line  for  nine  miles  at  this  end;  and  fuurihly,  by  strens^thening  the 
■Ignal  officesy  and  controlling  them  more  efficiently  from  the  head  qoarters  of  the  Division. 

10.  I  am  aware  that  even  the  present  improved  working  is  very  much  slower  than  it 
ought  to  be;  but  if  it  is  considered  that,  on  the  greater  portion  of  the  line  in  question,  there 
is  only  one  wire — ihat  five  of  the  nine  intermediate  ofiic<  B  have  u  large  amount  of  local 
traffic,  which  must  of  necessity  interfere  with  the  through  communication,  and  that  the 
signal  offioes  are  still  short^han'ded,  I  think  it  will  be  admitted  that  a  ohange  for  the  better 
has  really  been  made,  and  thut  n  ^  are  much  more  likely  to  advance  in  the  ianw  diieetimi 
than  to  revert  to  the  bad  state  ol  ad  airs  that  existed  some  months  ago. 

11.  Every  section  of  the  second  wire  brought  into  use  lessens  delay  in  the  trausuiission 
of"  through  "  messages,  by  relieving  the  maSi  Una  of  local  traffic  ;  and,  when  the  whole  of 
it  is  completed,  1  believe  that  the  state  of  conunnnieation  between  Bombay  and  Kurrachee 
will  be  such  as  to  give  entire  satisfaction  botli  to  the  Govemnmit  and  to  tlie  public 


ExTRAOTB  ftom  the  Cash  Collection  Reports  of  the  Bombay  Signal  Office,  showing^ihe 
Amount  Collected  far  Messages  to  placea  on  the  Indo-European  LinCf  daringfthe 

undermentioned  Months. 


Months. 

Amount. 

Bs.      a.  p. 

April 

1865  •  • 

m  m 

19.o7j  15  9 

Uay  - 

«  * 

m  m 

18,035    8  3 

June 

25,320   4  3 

July 

>»  " 

"  m 

15,494    -  e 

August  - 

tt  " 

m  m 

18^95   6  - 

September 

22,337   1  3 

October  - 

n  ' 

,  27,281  14  3 

(TVne  Exinet.) 

(signed)      B.  C.  Bailm, 

Officiating  Director  of  Telegraphic 
Western  Division. 
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(Home  Departmt  nt.— Electric  Telegraph.— No.  631.) 

^"^M"  E«J.,  Secrf.t.ii-v  to  the  Government  of  Tndia,  to  Lipulon  nit-Coloncl 

J}.  6,  KobMiOii,  UAt  JJuwctor  General  oi  lelegiaphd  m  India:  dated  Fort  VViUiam. 
16  ifanuary  180t.  ' 

Sir, 

I  AM  directed  to  ack.nowled;te  the  reueipt  of  your  letter,  No.  2.183,  dated  the  2ad  ultimo 
»Bbmitim4  a  report  on  the  preMnt  state  of  the  line  betweisii  Kurraclier.  and  Bombay,  and 
Hi  to  the  improvcnicnis  that  are  still  requisite. 

•2.  In  reply,  I  am  directed  to  request  that  you  will  use  every  possible  m«U»  to  advance 

the  work  lo  Llie  sitaiosl  exteut,  diinnj  the  .)resctit  working  season. 

3.  The  Goiernor  General  in  Council  has,  I  am  to  add,  fall  confidence  in  Mr.  Bailey'B 
zeal  and  intcliigf-nce,  and  sees  no  reason  to  be  dissatisfied  wiih  what  he  has  alreadr  dooe 
wim  the  means  at  his  dispoul.  ^ 

I  have,  &c. 


(Home  Departtnenw—Ekctrie  Tdegiaph.*— No.  683.) 

From  iL  C.  Sayky,  Esq.,  Secretanr  to  the  Government  of  India,  to  C.  GonHe,  Em.. 
S«ci«tarj  to  the  Oovemment  of  Bombay ;  dsCed  Fort  WiUiam,  16  Janiiary  1808. 

Sir, 

^  I  AM  directed  to  forward,  for  the  inrorniaiiou  of  the  Govei-nnieat  of  Buubay,  a  copy  of 

Froai  Director  Geaeru!  I  "virgrapht  b  ^^'^  corrcsp  iixtence,  noted  in  the  margb,  relative  to  Ibe  Knrreebee  and 
India  (No.  *i88),  d.jcd  sti  u^mtir.     Bombav  liQe  of  Te^^raph. 

EuckHUre  of  llie  aboTt.  '  "  It 

R«pljr  to  the  above  (Ko.         )  ortlLit  * 

(No.  «71.)  — — 

Mnjoc  Ciua^paitt  to  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India. 

Sir,  Constaniinople,  S6  February  1866.  ' 

I  HAVE  the  ho  lour  i-t  r.  p  Mt  for  the  information  of  the  Kiulit  Honourable  the  Secretary 
of  State  that  I  arrived  at  C  ouslantinople  on  the  23d  instant,  and  n  ported  myself  on  the 
satnt;  date  to  liis  Excellency  Lord  Lvons. 

Daring  the  last  three  or  f  >ur  we^ks  the  communication  hy  telegraph  b<»th  to  ludia  and 
to  London  has  been  surprisingly  regular  and  prompt,  messages  either  way  scarcely  ever 
occupviii;^  ni  )ie  than  one  day.  I  am,  therefore  mnliiie  I  i  *  taKe  no  further  steps  as  vet, 
but  to  remain  here  for  the  present  and  6ee  whether  the  existing  latisfaotory  ekite  of  afiaiis 
can  pos^bly  be  matntaioed. 

I  have,  8co. 

(sij^ned)       IV.  Mill  Champain,  Major,  r.f.., 

Indo-European  Tdegreph  Department. 


REMEDIAL  ARRANGEMEN'TS. 


(Home  Department— Electric  Tel^rapli.— No.  1,  of  1862.) 
(2V.  9.p-Tbe  last  letter  in  this  Department  was  Nob  9,  dated  tbe  19th  November  1861.) 
The  Bijcht  Honourable  Sir  C%ar£er  W»odf  Bart,  O.C.B.,  Si>cretnry  of  State  for  India, 
Sir, 

RKrBRBtlfO  to  your  Despatch,  N<\  X  of  1860,  dated  tlie  8th  of  March,  we  have  the 
UtKrWOflcMiBe  Dinoior  oTT*.  transmit  for  your  n. formation  a  copy  of  the  papers  noted  on  the 

legr«ph«  (No.  iwrt),  M  Anguit  margin,  from  which  you  will  :  ri\  cive  lint  a  revised  c>tat)hshmeQt  iia-5  been 
ltd.  Kanctioned  for  the  Electric  Telegraph  Department,  involvinff  a  considerable 

..'»«v'"i'^^J!^l^L£L^'ir"'         saving  of  expenditure. 

lM7S)k«U»dlOI>«»«fa«180l.  e.        i'  We  have,  &c. 

(signed)  Canning 

B.  B,  £.  Frerv. 

.     CcfiV  lieodon, 

Ji.  Napier. 
S.  Laing. 

fort  William,  ISlh  January  1802.  IV.  Bitehie, 
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From  Lieutenant  Colonel  C.  Douglas,  Officiaftni»  Director  General  of  Telegrdphg  in  India, 

•  to  A.  &l.  Monifitk,  £»q..  Under  Secretary  to  the  GoTernment  of  lodia  (Mok  IfiSZ), 

•  dated  ao  Aagost  I  em. 


Afif,  No.  «. 


Ik  compiiaDce  with  the  orders  of  Government  in  the  Fioaucial  Department,  No.  6|0S9, 
of  the  24tn  April  last,  and  in  reply  to  your  No.       of  the  8(h  May,  I  enbmit  a  revised 

'Schedule  of  the  c-t;ibli>hinrnt  of  tliis  Dcpnrtnu  nl,  jijjoAing  a  tot.il  monthly  uet  saviii.^- of 
Rs.  2,906. 4».  6,  wliich  takes  into  account  the  increase  of  i&O  rupees  per  month  lately  Ht.iMa  s  0 
aa&etioDcd  by  the  Oovertunent  to  the  salary  of  die  departmental  oompiler  of  aeeoont*. 

5.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  principal  reductions  liave  been  consequent  on  ilie  alioiition  of 
the  grade  of  Europctm  artificers  nnd  the  substiliitiim  of  a  grade  of  mounted  Native  line 
guards  in  lieu  of  the  present  foot  lino  muirds  and  horse  patrols.  As  respects  the  former  of 
these  ])i opdcnls,  I  consider  tliar,  as  the  oonstruct'on  o(  !tne«  hn^  :is  a  rule  ceased  throughout 
tile  department,  the  permanent  emj)loymcnt  of  £uropeans  on  the  low  pay  given  to  the  men 
of  ihis  grade  employed  in  the  department  ts  both  nnnecMsary  and  undesirable.  Their 
tempornry  employment  can  be  had  recourse  to  wliencvtr  extensive  construction  or  re-coa- 
atruction  renders  the  step  desirable.  They  would  m  such  cases  be  under  the  eye  and 
immediate  pcrsonnl  control  of  the  inspe  ctor  who  may  have  charge  of  the  construction.. 
Their  cniplovment  in  independent  charge  «f  sections  of  lines  after  construction  removes 
them  from  former  control,  and  gives  them  the  opportunity  of  leaving  the  work  entirely  to 
the  Kativ.  s  undei  thcni,  a'ld  o(  mere  isiii  j;  their  pay  by  the  large  bills  they  make  a  point  of 
sending  in,  and  over  ubicb  neither  deputy  superiuteodent  nor  auditor  can  •yrdag  any 
effective  check. 

.  S.  The  line  gnardft  are  Nativea,  and  are  employed  lo  putrol  sections  of  the  Ime  varying 

in  ler.'Tth  from  ei<iht  to  twelve  niiles.  It  can  rarolv,  however,  be  in  t!iL-ir  power  to  know 
when  an  interruption  occurs,  except  it  has  arisen  from  some  such  obvious  cause  as  the 
bteak^;*  (rftbe  wire  or  the  falling  of  its  supports;  and  even  on  the  occnnenoe  tif  interrup. 
tions  from  such  causes  in  tiie  laiger  number  of  cases,  communicatiou  is  rR^stored  not  by  the 
Kne  guanls,  but  by  peons  or  others,  as  may  be  available,  sent  out  from  signal  office?  for  the 
purpose,  who  rarely  firul  the  hue  giiaid-*  at^  their  potts,  ot,  wheo  pNSont,  willing  to  aid  in 
the  manual  labi.ur  of  restoring  communicaiion. 

4.  The  ab.>ve  remarks  apply  also  to  the  csl  iblishment  of  horse  patrols. 

6.  In  the  accompanying  correspondence  it  will  be  seen  that  eiuht  out  of  ten  of  the 
deputy  anperjntendents  consider  that  both  the  above  classes  may  be  dispensed  with.  I 
extract  from  oiber  letters,  not  now  sent,  opinions  of  three  of  the  number  on  the  u^elessness 
of  these  men.  Mr.  Cappel,  defiuly  supennUudent,  now  in  Ceylon,  and  latt*  ir»  charge  of 
the  East  Coast  Circle,  in  reply  to  question*  put  to  him  on  this  subject,  remarks  :  "  I  do  not 
ttpprove  of  line  gnards,  and  consider  the  establishment  ahieady  recommended  u  oulcl  quite 
provide  fiw  the  wants  of  thia  eirde.  In  all  my  experience  I  can  call  to  iua:d  tio  i>  st mce 
of  a  line  ga^rd  having  repaired  an  aceiilcni  and  rrstored  eon, munication,  althou-;h  I  atone 
Ijaac  gave  mucii  thought  and  time  to  endeavour  to  train  to  usefulness  a  body  of  these 
Mcn.*^ 

6.  Mr.  Bailey,  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  experienced  of  the  deputy  superintend'  lits 
and  at  present  in  charge  ol  the  East  Coast  Circle^  leniarks  as  followa:  ' 

"These  patrols  are  of  no  use  whatever  in  preventing  interruption,  and  very  f  w  r>f  then: 
will  do  coolie's  work  in  cases  of  emersjency.  Thev  are,  in  fact,  the  class  of  men  described  in 
purajr  .pli  5  of  the  Director  General's  Circular  (No.  83),  dated  the  Gth  in-tant,  as  men  who, 
too  idle  to  earn  their  livelihood  by  honest  kboar,  contrive  to  g<  t  attached  as  peons,  &c.,  to 
Ooverninent  offices,  knowing  this  to  he  their  only  chance  ot^  ijetting  good  pay  with  the 
lightest  possible  uoik. 

"  ],fbe  line  patrols,  n»eanii)g  the  line  guards,  are  not  only  not  to  be  depended  upon  to 
wpair  damages,  but  they  do  not  even  walk  regu'arly  over  their  beats,  although  the  book* 
are  passed  on  from  station  to  sUition  in  good  time.  I  have  ascertained  tfia-  the  b  j  are 
often  sent  on  by  travellers  while  the  j  uiiol  remains  m  his  vUlaue,  and  it  is  a  ei  imnon  piac- 
tice  for  the  man  who  diaws  pay  from  the  department,  and  who  is  su  pj  i/si'  I  to  be  a^'quainted 
with  his  work,  to  put  a  substitute  in  bis  place  for  weeks  together  •  •  • ;  hut  I  suSniit 
tiiat  a  pairol  eetablishment  is  not  at  all  necessary.  An  assistant  artificer  statiouiid  at  each 
end  of  tl'.e  line  to  go  out  on  horsebaek  durinj,  intt  rruption,  and  an  inspector  or  an  artificer 
to  make  a  regular  monthly  iuspectioD,  would  keep  the  line  in  good  order  and  provide  for 
Ml  emergencies.*' 

The  following  are  remarks  by  Mr.  Blissett,  supennlendent  of  telegraphs.  Southern 

"Having  inygelf  found  that  they  (horse  and  foot  patr  Is)  vsere  not  available  or  forth- 
i  oming  for  the  performance  of  duties  required  of  them  when  interrnption  occurred  and 
many  of  this  body  having  been  dischaived  for  soch  n^lect  of  their  duties  ,m  particular  awl 
pressing  occaaioiis,  I  endomd  the  opinion  ezpiessed  by  M'.  Bailey,  legarding  (heir  utter 

1}  s  c  l&S^  Il^&S* 
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Afp-TSht  9*  The  deputy  superintendent  of  Pegu,  however,  considers  it  absoltttelvneceBiaiy  Aaftft 

•v..  small  Dumber  of  line  guards  should  be  appointed  to  patrol  the  portion  oi  the  line  cnmiii^ 
the  ArracHn  Mountains.  Considerini;  the  reported  difficulties  or  travelling  over  thii  MCtioii 
of  the  lines,  and  in  absolute  ptTsoiial  i'j;n.jiiincc  of  the  nature  ot'  the  country,  I  have  con- 
sidered it  prudent  for  the  present  to  allow  a  limited  number  for  this  duty.  My  proposal  is, 
with  thi«  exception,  to  dispense  widi  the  entire  of  the  present  eatablisboent  of  fiiot  line 
gvards  and  horse  patrola. 

8.  The  tabular  stutcment  will  show  that  I  have  provit^R  J  for  the  more  efficient  conser- 
vancy of  the  h'nes  by  inc! easing  the  number  and  pay  of  in8)jectors,  and  by  appoiniiiig  a 
anfficiency  of  Native  artificers  to  admit  of  one  being  stationed  at  every  telegnpo  ofBce  in 
India,  with  ten  additional  to  provide  for  casualties.  Under  the  present  arran^ments  the 
line  guards  and  horse  patrols  are  placed  under  the  orders  of  the  inspectors  in  charge  of 
portions  of  Tine  on  which  tht  y  ;ire  employed.  By  the  proposed  plan  the  new  class  of 
mounted  line  guards  will  be  uodf  r  the  immediate  orders  of  the  as&istaot  in  charge  of  each 
office,  who  alone  can  know  when  an  interruption  occurs.  They  will  reaide  at  the  office,  and 
will  be  prepared  to  proceed  on  the  hue  iramcdiatt  ly  an  intcrrup' ion  becomes  known ;  and 
as  tlie  average  interval  between  utfices  is  70  miles,  die  new  line  guards  who  will  be  sent 
from  each  end  of  the  line  to  restore  communication  should,  under  the  most  unfavourabla 
circumstances,  viz.,  that  of  the  interruption  occurring  in  the  centre  of  the  intemuited  see> 
tion,  be  able  to  do  so  on  the  day  the  interruption  takes  place,  or  early  on  the  day  rallowiag, 
•hoold  the  interrnption  have  commenced  late  on  the  previous  ftfteraoon. 

9»  These  new  line  guards  will  simply  restore  communication,  obtaining  assistance  for  this 
purpose  f  rom  the  nearest  village.  The  permanent  repairs,  of  whatever  nature  they  may  be* 
will  be  left  to  the  inspector  in  chanre  of  the  division,  who,  on  return  of  the  artificer  to  his 
stations,  will  be  injniediiiiely  informed  by  tlie  assistant  in  chars^e  of  what  has  take;i  place, 
and  the  position  of  the  accident,  and  the  means  used  to  restore  communication  by  the 
Native  artificer.  The  assiatanta  in  charge  of  offices  having  the  entire  control  over  these 
new  line  siiards  ivill  be  held  responsible  for  the  rapid  restoration  nf  communication,  but 
not  ibr  the  permanent  repair  of  tlie  line,  which  wilt  remain,  as  at  present,  iu  the  hands  of  the 
inspector. 

10*  A  reduction  of  upwards  of  1,000  rupees  monthly  is  proposed  in  tlie  establishment  of 
office  peons ;  the  number  of  this  class  employed  is  in  most  ofEce«  disproportionate  to  the 
work  to  be  done;  they  are  also,  in  man;^  instances,  improperly  employed  as  private 
Bervants,  and  are  paid  at  a  higher  mte  than  is  neoewwy  to  secuie  the  services  of  men  of 

their  class. 

11.  I  have  taken  advantage  of  the  reduction  of  expenditure,  amountiii^  to  Rt.  13,873.13.6 
monthlyf  to  propose  an  increase  to  the  pay  of  the  si^Minllers  and  officers  in  the  higher 

grades.  This  lattpr  part  of  the  proposal  I  consider  of  much  importance  to 
the  inti'i-ests  of  the  department.  A  reference  to  the  rates  ol  pay  eiven  in 
other  branches  of  the  public  service  to  officers  having  diitiea  Of  nnilar 
responsibility,  will,  1  thiDk,  satisfy  the  Government  that  the  remonerattoa 
of  the  superior  officers  of  this  department  is  bdow  the  avera^  rate.  The 

office  labonr  and  money  res]  oiisibilily  of  the  deputy  siiperiiuendeiit  of  a 
circle  may  be  judged  of  from  the  following  oarticulars  respecting  the 
Bengal  Circle.  That  circle  comprises  1,728  miles  of  luie,  with  an  ostab- 
lishment  of  588  persons  of  all  classps,  and  payments  averaging  monthly 
39,487  rupees,  and  accounts  current  wii.h  40  persons,  involving  a  correa- 

fiondence  of  678  letters  (sent  and  received)  during  ihe  same  period.  Iho 
ength  of  line,  and  approxitnately  the  proportionate  laboiir  and  reaponsi- 
sihilty  devolving  on  the  deput^r  superintendent  of  other  drcles  is  shown  in 

  the  margin.   Under  the  existing  acaio  of  salary,  the  behest  pay 

officer  can  receive  is  600  rupees  per  mensem* 

The  pay  of  ihe  various  grades  below  that  of  deputy  superintendent  also  appears  to 
to  reqntre  increase,  especially  in  the  lowest  p^ade,  viz.,  that  of  3d  class  inspt  ctor,  which 
includes  several  morse  assistants,  of  whom  the  pay  is  100  rupees  monthly,  the  amount  ihey 
drew  on  landing  in  India  4^  yeait  ago*  Such  pay  does  not  permit  of  aQytbing  bdbg 
economized  to  meet  the  heavy  expenses  of  sick  furioqgh  to  England,  and  even  aeuoelj 
permits  respectable  existence  in  India. 

12.  The  joint  effiset  of  the  mdiffierent  (>rospecls  oflWed  by  the  higher  grades  and  of  the 

insufficient  pay  of  some  of  tlie  lower  grades  has,  I  believe,  been  to  deprive  the  (le|)aitnie[it 
of  many  good  men,  25  per  cent  of  the  total  number  of  morse  assistants  sent  out  from 
England  having  already  resigned,  some  to  return  home,  but  the  greater  portion  to  take 
other  appointments  in  India,  and  there  me  others  still  in  the  dep;irtmcnt  who,  to  sny  ktiow- 
ledge,  wait  a  favorable  opportunity  for  leaving  it  This  tendency  to  seek  employment 
elsewhere  would  be  lessened  and  higher  efficiency  secured  were  there  a  prospeet  Ibr  deserving 
men  eventually  to  rise  to  a  liberally  paid  appointment,  even  though  the  proipects  of  doing 
so  were  distant   Ibe  scale  I  have  prepared  will,  I  consider,  meet  this  wmnU 

18.  The  scheme  also  embraces  a  new  nomencTature.   It  is  proposed  to  style  the  presKufc 

"Superintendents  of  Divisions"  "Dirertors,"  and  the  present  "Deputy  Superintendents  of 
Circles''  "  Superintendents."  In  the  origin  of  the  department  when  its  head  was  termed 
*'Siiperin(eud8at,''  there  was  fitness  in  calling  the  offioers  next  to  him  in  nok,  ud  who  then 

had 
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bad  charge  of  cird«s,  "Deputv  SuperintendentB,**  but  since  tlie  alinvtioa  of  the  designation 

o(  the  head  of  the  (!ep;ut'iient'tn  that  of  "  Dir  ctor  Gnrifr  il"  ind  the  introduction  of  a  t;iade 
inter  ■•etiiate,  u lid,  like  ilu  lit  ad  of  ti  e  d>-|>ai  tu.e:^t,  without  ex'  Cutive  charge,  thesi"  Utter 
have  beooii;e  '  he  (leputie:>  of  tlic  Dire  ctor  HcnerHl,  aud  I  think  may  appiopriately  be  termed 
"  DirLttors,"  The  otficers  in  executive  charge  of  circles  in  no  re-'|»RCt  act  dep:ilie>>  to  the 
(jiesoni  superintendents,  in  leed  v^hile  there  are  10  of  the  former  there  aie  ihiec  i  nly  tif  the 
latter.  I  cnnsider,  therefiire,  that  even  wen-  tiie  doignatioa  "  Superinlendeni"  retained 
for  the  iliree  officers  in  charge  of  divisioaa,  that  of  the  deputy  auperiatendent  wuuld  sii  .l  .'e 
au  inapproptate  desia»ation  for  the  chief  officera  of  circles.  The  former  I  tii«rufore  prop  ise 
terming  "  Directors,"  and  the  latter  "Sui)eiintendeut<."  Tlir?  officers  next  bt;  ow  the 
$U|  e  intcndents  of  circles,  !)eiu^  ilieir  personal  a>(iistaut!>,  wiil  be  appiopriateiy  tei  .ued 
"  A-.>i>tant  Supeiintendeuls."  In  tht-  gn»d<  s  of  inspectois  the  noiUfnclaturc  iiaH  been 
>iiiiplififd,  the  term  ist  class,  Jnd  clas!i(A),  2od  claaa  (B)^ and  Srd  da^is, bavins;  Iwen chanjs^d 
luto  Ist,  Snd,  3rd,  and  4th  classes. 

14.  The  proposed  arrangement  of  an  asMsttint  to  every  deputy  superintendent  U,  I 
consitkr,  a  most  inj>)ortant  feature  of  my  scheme.  The  dt;j)uty  or  liis  as:5istiiiiL  shoulil  be 
at  ail  times  on  the  lines  inxpectin^  tlu-  various  oHices  ami  the  arrangeineats  of  the  line 
olBcers,  iind  I  beltere  the  prei«nt  ttmbility  of  the  deputy  superintendents  to  do  this  to  be 
one  of  the  chief  causes  of  the  freqi  ent  bail  workio^  of  the  liners.  At  pressnt  the  time  of 
the  deputy  supt-iintendenia  is  exclu^iveiy  occu[)ied  in  their  ofBceH  and  n  tiunied  tour,  not 
always  mice  a  yew,  over  a  limited  portion  of  tlie  linen,  is  the  utmost  they  can  devote  to 
thi'  important  duty  of  impection;  but  with  tiie  aid  of  an  assistant,  whose  duty  will  he 
exclusively  to  assist  the  deputy  superintendent,  the  latter  will  he  able  to  exercise  considerably 
more  8upervi>ion  over  his  offices  than  h  is  hitherto  been  the  case.  He  will  then  bi'  ibl  >  to 
acquaint  himself  with  the  character  of  bis  subordinates  check  irregularities  in  his  circle, 
in»an  a  more  oonstant  vigilance  over  the  liiMs»  and  thei  eby  considerably  leHcn  the  chancea 
of  intemptioiu 

15.  T>ie  scale  pruposed  give«  two  snperinteod'-nls  in  excesit  of  t'le  nu  nhpr  nerf^sa'y  'o 

S've  ope  <o  eaci)  circle.  One  of  these  I  projiose  shall  be  the  personal  assistant  to  the 
iiector  General,  and  the  othr>r  the  Supenntendent  of  Stores.  There  arc  besides  three 
extre  euperiotende;  t.s ;  the  (hitios  1  wotud  prnmnae  for  whom  would  b/ to  fill  temporary 
vacancies  in  the  higa>  r  ^nadt  s,  to  take  charge  or  the  important  offices  of  Complaint,  Fault, 
and  Cash  Coil''cti'>n  •-xanniati m,  ami  to  furnish  an  especial  ofBc;  Tir  c  n-'nictio  i  when 
such  is  in  progress,  or  for  any  uiher  especial  duties  that  may  be  retjkiited,  or  fur  auy 
experiiuents  the  Durecfeor  Qeneral  may  find  it  in  the  interest  of  the  Department  to 
make. 

16.  I  do  m  t  i  ropose  to  iucreaso  salaries  iramedoueiy  to  the  full  rate--  •=ii'^«j^sted,  ibink- 
iug  it  better  that  increases  should  be  prugiessive.  The  result  will  be  to  rerluce  tlie  increjse 
oi  expenditure  shown  in  the  present  ncale  bt  about  2,000  rupees  monthly  durin-;  the 
present  year,  making  the  net  »tviag  accruing  to  Ooverument  by  this  proposal  icc  4,«06.  A.  6. 
instead  of  Rt,  2,906.  6.  9.,  as  shown  in  parai^raph  1. 

17.  Some  explaoadon  seeois  desirable  respectinfr  the  manner  In  which  T  have  arrived  at 

tli^  omnber'i  proposed  lor  the  various  L;r<i<l<.s.  In  this  I  have  b.-Hn  t.»  .i  c  )iisiderable  extivit 
controlled  by  what  1  found  existing.  The  grades  of  inspectors  iiave  been  arranged  !>ti  as  to 
include  in  the  4tli  dase  all  aasistants  in  change  ofoAcea  on  salaries  exeeeding  120  mpees  a 
month,  and  all  mor-e  n6<;i«lant8,  several  <ifwhoi.>  are,  as  already  stated,  dr  uvmg  100  rupees 
monthly.  Again,  in  the  grades  of  ■.ignaUeis  it  was,  ua  a  rule,  necessary  so  t>  arrani^e  the 
numijera  of  the  grades  as  to  brinu:  all  who  might  be  drawing  salaries  interme  liate  u-two  u 
two  conaeciitivi'  rates  into  the  higher  of  the  two  rates.  Perhaps  an  example  will  place  tiiM 
ha  a  clearer  light.  The  Snd  and  Srd  grades  ol'  pay  proposed  for  the  sitrnalling  branches  are 
loo  rupees  and  8(1  rupees;  the  y;r  idr-  at  100  rupees  piv  will  comprise  30  persons,  of  \vi>oin 
17  ure  now  drawing  100  rupees,  two  99  rupees,  one  96  rupees,  three  01  rupees,  three  90 
rupees,  also  two  drawing  80  rupees,  one  drawing  79  rnpees,  and  one  drawing  78  rupees. 
Stuiilarty  the  propose  i  grade  on  70  rupees  will  also  <.omprise  30  persons,  of  ^vliom  opv^u 
are  now  drawing  74  rupees,  this  being  the  only  instam  e,  however,  of  pt-rsons  being  iuclud  d 
in  agmdethe  pay  of  which  is  under  what  they  are  already  receiving.  In  ibis  case  the 
•xce«s  must  be  continued  to  them  as  a  personal  allowance  until  their  turn  for  promotion  to 
a  higher  urade  arrives.  The  remaining  persons  included  in  the  70  rupees  grade  are,  20 
already  drawinL'  70  rupees,  two  drawinji  Hii  rupees,  fivv  ilrawini;  (!.■>  rupees,  two  drawing  64 
rujpecs,  one  drawing  61  rupees,  and  thiee  drawtng  60  rupees.  For  further  particukuti  1 
reier  yea  to  the  tabular  atalrment. 

18.  All  promotions  in  the  hight  r  grades  of  the  Department  consequent  on  the  approval 

ol  tiii>  scheme  should,  as  at  pre*eni,  be  in  the  hands  of  Govemnit  nt ;  but  to  avoir!  the 
great  iiKoovenience  that  h  is  du  ing  the  current  year  been  felt  on  the  ntjcessity  for  refening 
to  Government  all  minor  depurtmentaJ  changes,  I  would  suugest  Miat  it  may  be  compet«*nt 
for  the  Director  General  to  make  any  promotion  or  changes  beluw  the  ^mdc  of  iaspectort 
he  may  considi  r  necessary  without  further  reference,  provide  tliat  such  are  within  the 
sntictioned  limit,  a  d  iimt  a  co  'v  of  his  depRitH'unt  d  oidei's  may  l>e  accepted  as  sufBdeot 

aut'iority  fur  «nfli  ih;ingf-  fiv  'ho.  Audit  DcpMftiuent. 

19.  1  believe  that  further  i etrenchmenta  are  still  practicable,  especiallv  under  the  iiead 
0A3.  3  0  of 
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App.  Vo.  2.      of  "CfiM   Giiaris"   "icl  "Office  Servants;"  but  without  more  satisfactory  data  tO  gntdc 
  one  than  1  liavc  at  preseot,  I  have  liesiiated  to  make  ttie  reducttous  I  could  de«ire. 

20.  The  present  alteratioDii  m  di^i<;natioiu  have  stopped  ebort  witli  the  grade  of  4th 
chiKR  mspectore;  but  I  intend,  in  a  dttme  letter,  to  suggest  altonttions  m  the  nomencktote 
of  the  signalling  branch  ot  the  Department,  and  to  revi&e  the  "office  nllll\^;  i,  "  which  in 
mauy  tnstance-i  admits  of  considerable  reduction,  aud  to  propose  the  appaixUment  oi 
assistants  to  the  present  assistants  in  charge  of  offices  on  the  same  principle  as  ihe 
BduatNDts  to  the  officers  in  ctiar^e  of  circles.  These  assistants  will  be  selected  from  the 
{iiesent  estabKshmeDt  of  signaiierSj  aiul  rerntiDemted  firum  the  savintjs  effected  in  the  revi- 
&  ion  of  the  office  allowances.  This  arrangement  will  admit  of  a  responsible  person  being 
constantly  on  duty  in  signal  office,  which,  under  existing  circumstances^  is  pbysicaUy 
impossibly  Ae  offices  being  open  duy  and  nig^  tbroagboat  the  yaiir,  and  hanng  ont  om 
leaponsible  person  in  charge. 

21.  From  Uie  materials  which  it  was  necessary  to  collect  to  mature  this  scheme  of  re- 
organization, it  will  be  easy  to  pr<i'pare  lists  of  the  establishment  of  rarious  signal  offices, 
which  will  be  done  on  reeeqit  of  the  QoTemment  appcontl.  nodlfied  or  othenvise,  of 'ftese 
proposals. 

N'.Ti. — Tt)is  letter  supplies  tlie  information  required  by  Gov/rnnient  in  their HOi  1AM 
of  the  20th  instant,  ere  replying  to  my  No.  9577  of  the  25th  of  April  last. 


From  (r.  O'Doimell,  Esq.,  Deptity  SuperintendeBt  of  Telegraphs  in  Pegu,  to  Major'C 
Douglas,  Officiating  Director  General  of  Telegraphs  in  India  (No.  486) ;  dated  RauraoD, 

28  June  1061. 
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I  HATE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  th«  leceipt  of  your  letter,  No*  116,  dated  11th  May, 
and  in  reply  to  state — 

1.  That,  as  far  as  my  experience  goes,  I  consider  the  proposed  arrangement  a  decidediv 

necessary  one.  Under  present  circumstances,  I  find  mynelf  absolutely  precluded  from 
visiting  my  lines  and  offices,  and  to  this  day  1  hare  not  been  able  to  inspect  the  line  to 
Tounuhoo.  I  couhi  not  go  to  Tounghoo  and  back  nnder  six  weeks,  and  perhaps  not  even 
in  that  time  if  I  travelled  entirely  along  the  line.  With  my  present  office  establishment, 
it  is  evident  that  a  lour  of  inspection  is  out  of  the  question,  unless  1  place  one  of  the 
1ns])ectors  of  Divisions  in  charge  of  the  office;  but  by  doing  (hat  I  take  (hie  inspector  firom 
his  legitimate  work,  and  the  division  suffers  from  want  of  proper  control, 

2.  As  arrangements  now  exist  in  Pegu,  there  is  no  necessity  for  a  deputy  assistant  in 
charge  of  an  office.   The  working  hours  from  8  to  SO  adndt  of  the  assiataBt  bimaelt  beii^ 

always  present.    Tn  case  the  lndi-<n  arrangement  of  day  and  night  »ork  l.t^  introduced,  then 

the  api>ointment  oi'onc  of  the  signallers  as  deputy  a-isistant  would  be  advisable. 

3.  The  present  scale*  of  office  allowance  iti  Pegu  is  sufficient  for  the  assistants  lu 
charge,  except  perhaps  at  Pronie  ;  where,  on  account  of  the  importance  (jf  the  office,  as  a 
repeatii^e;  station  at  all  times,  and  of  its  being  the  point  where  three  lines  convasm  uoivt, 
and  where  a  Ibwtli  line  may  yet  start  firom  f  woda  advocate  that  the  aliowvuce  oe  nosed 
to  TjO  rupees,  on  the  grounds  of  the  great  re*ponsibiIIty  of  the  aHsistant  in  charge,  and  of 
the  greater  amouni  ot  work  in  his  office  titan  in  the  others.  An  allowance  of  10  rupees 
a  month  would  be  a  filir  inducement  to  a  deputy  assisteut  to  do  hia  work  pcoperly,  wnsn- 
ewr  it  may  be  necessary  to  introdncc  that  '_rrad«. 

4.  In  the  Pegu  Circle,  after  the  Khyook  Phyoo  Division  is  detached  from  it  as  pro* 
posed,  aud  when  the  hues  to  Maulmain  and  Auilierst  are  finally  sanctioned,  there  ought  to 
be  one  first-cbss  inspector  and  three  second  class.  There  ougnt  also  to  be  two  third-class 
inspectors  specially  tor  watching  and  keeping  up  the  lines  acroiis  the  Arracao  Mountains, 
as  that  is  a  duty  requiring  more  than  orainary  judgment  and  courage,  and  oonld  not  be 
safely  entrusted  to  naiivea  only. 

5.  For  the  conservancy  of  the  lines  in  Pega,  there  should  be  10  artificers^,  and  all  of 
them  might  well  be  natives,  if  it  were  possible  to  procure  the  services  ot  the  proper  class  of 
men  in  this  province.  But  this  us  not  an  eaqr  tnatter.  Hen  with  the  intelligence  and 
activity  required  readily  hnd  much  more  remunerative  employ  mi  nt  in  the  Forest  Departs 
iiieut  aud  with  coinuieicial  firms.  Such  is  the  demand  for  really  tiustworthy  and  intelli- 
gent native  labour,  that  one  firm  that  1  am  ni  qnainted  with  pay  81)  and  100  a  month  to 
men  of  the  class  that  I  think  our  artificeis  should  be.  These  are  not  men  who  cun  read 
and  write  English,  or  who  even  undersiand  our  language ;  but  they  are  such  as  can  be 

trusted  to  <io  int'>  the  di>tricl  and  empfoy  labour  brlni;Ing-  down  timber  and  srtch  pur- 
pui»es.  It  must  always  be  borne  ui  mmci  th  it  P.'gu  is  a  country  where  no  native  t>eeks  for 
employment  out  of  necessity.  With  a  thin  population,  and  a  prolific  soil,  the  Burmeae  can 
aflToid  tf)  r['fM<:f  service;  ;anl  tliey  do  so  to  an  extent  that  can  hiirdly  be  understood  by  any- 
one who  has  not  been  in  (he  country.    Here  the  very  menials  get  rates  of  pay  that  would 
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leenre  the  wrviees  of  intelligent  and  tnilworthy  men  in  India.   CSooks  and  tireepers  are      App.  a. 

oniinarily  paid  16  ntul  14  a  month,  and  th  •  people  tilk  of  rupees  as  they  do  of  annas  — ^ 
elsewhere-  Id  fact^  were  it  not  for  imporled  labour,  I  cousider  thai  all  enterprise  und  atl 
Government  work  would  be  brou<;ht  tn  a  dead  lock.  Some  native  artificers  have  been  . 
engaced,  and  more  may  perhaps  be  t;>k.  n  on  by  degiees,  but  it  is  hopeless  to  expect  that  an 
entire  >taii  of  them  could  be  enga^ied  at  once,  and  I  am  not  quite  clear  that  li^t  Indians 
migl.t  not  be  employed  advantagcomly.  Some  of  tliat  daas  have  done  mott  axoeUent  aei^ 
vice  as  artificers  m  this  piovincc. 

6.  For  conservancy,  I  anticipate  no  inconvenii-nce  in  the  abolition  oi  tlie  grade  of  Euro- 
pean aryfieera  so  soon  as  an  noeqaate  staff  of  native  artifleers  ean '  be  engnged ;  but  fat 
construction,  I  am  sntisfied  tliat  Europeans  are  to  be  preferred.  Their  enti^^y,  intelligence, 
and  resource  is  iiiconiparably  beyond  that  of  naiivei,  and  I  have  much  greater  cunfidence 
la  the  style  of  work  tliat  WDald  be  turned  out,  and  in  the  time  iake)),tban  were  only  nativea 
employed  under  one  European  Inspector.  In  Ben'^al  I  had  once  to  take  down  i>ud  re- 
coDstruct  30  mileR  of  what  was  intended  to  be  u  permanent  line  that  was  put  up  by  one  of 
the  lie-t  native  urtifii  ers  ever  employed  in  tiie  department;  a  man  paid  ;it  'lie  same  rate  as 
the  Europeans.  I  do  not  believe  in  nntive  work  that  is  not  turned  out  under  the  of  au 
European ;  and  I  have  known  a  native  engineer  even  In  the  Public  Works  Department 
drawmg  a  salary  of,  I  think,  upwards  of  250  a  montli,  permii  the  most  mfamous  work  to 
be  put  into  bridges  and  public  buildings  under  his  personal  superintendence.  A  native 
artificer  may  be  entrnsted  t»>  restore  communication  and  lo  execute  peiiy  repairs,  but  I  cer- 
tainly <io  noi  think  that  he  should  be  allowed  to  construct  lines.  Whilst  on  this  subject,  I  Leg 
to  menti 'H  a  proposal  I  nmde  four  years  ago  to  the  late  Lieutenant  Chaunccy.  It  was, 
that  one  or  two  establishments,  specially  for  construction  duties,  should  be  organised  for  all 
Innia.  I  hat  the  chief  officer  of  each  party  should  have  the  grade  of  deputy  superintendent » 
md  be  subordinate  only  to  the  chief  of  the  depnrtment,  ana  that  the  anbordinHtes  of  the 
Coi.strtii  tion  Depntv  Superintendent  should!  be  nil  in-|>ectors  and  artificers  rEuri>[>e;ins> 
specially  picked  on  account  of  tlit-ir  HtnesK  tor  iheir  work,  and  all  unman >ed.  fiiese 
establisnments  beii^g  organised.  I  pi-oposed  that  when  new  lines  were  sanctioned,  the 
Deputy  Superintendent  of  the  Circle  should  be  instructed  to  obtain  all  possible  informa- 
tion regarding  locality,  facilities  for  procuring  lai'our,  supplies,  lic,  and  to  contract  fui  and 
see  lo  the  e<. flection  of  materials  and  iheir  dislr  bution  along  the  route  at  convenient  places. 
Tnen  his  duties  would  cea?e,  and  the  construction  party  would  be  sent  to  the  scene  of 
operations,  and  put  up  the  line,  handing  them  over  to  the  Deputy  Superintendent  of  the 
Cijcle  uhen  propei  Iv  cnmpb  ted.  ITie  hi:n>  fits  t!;at  I  considered  wou:il  aii-e  from  the.-c 
arraugeinents  were,  first,  unilbrnuty  in  the  system  of  cou-^iiuctii'ii  and  the  style  of  work 
turned  out ;  and  second,  facility  for  an  immediat'  fixing  of  establishnieni«,b]r  at  once  laying 
down  tbe  sc  lie  nccc?sary  for  each  circlc,iire.speciivi- ot  construction  requirement':,  nliicli  would 
oi  cuurbe  be  an  extruurdtu.u  y  charge,  that  could  be  easily  dealt  witti  :i  kt-pt  bepaiaiu  ni  the 
way  I  indicated.  Had  Lieutenant  Cli.iunecy  lived,  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  he  wouhl 
hftve  given  my  propuaul  a  trial,  but  the  breaking  out  of  the  mutinies  deprived  me  of  any 
opportunity  of  again  bringmg  it  forward. 

7.  Mr.  Lonergan,  who  knows  the  line,  considers  that  15  patrols  ore  absolutelv  neeessarv  Mouaiain  Um    -  m 

along  the  Anacan  Mounlains ;  and  I  ;ini  inclined  t  .  n.iee  with  Iiim.    T  aNo  thi'k  tlmt  two  prol^" '^"''rt*,^"!*  3 

cable  guanis,  with  a  small  caune,  should  be  stationed  at  each  cable;  but  beyond  these,  1  do  Aiiunyo     .iltio  -  % 

not  consider  that  any  liii^  or  cable  guardfl  are  neoe-i«!ary.   The  number  shown  in  the  aaar^n  .Sarawnk  .  <jiiio  -  * 

(86),  would  be  required  for  the  [lujposes  1  have  mentioned.  \\'xXs  -  diuo  - 

6.  The  following  19  a  list  of  the  number  of  signallers  that  I  think  ought  to  be  assigned  to  "  \ 

each  office  in  the  circle  as  it  now  stands,  and  including  the  iissistant  in  charge: — 


Ran::naii         -  -  -  -  6 

llenzadah        •  -  •  •  4 

Meughu  .  •  ,  -  4 
Pronie 

Thayet  Mayo .  -  -  -  2 

Padong  -      -  «  «  -  4 


Khyook  Phyoo  -  •  .  4 

Pegu      «       -  »  »  -  4 

bhi'ayuheeii    -  -  -  -  4 

Tonngboo      -  .  -  _  2 


3S 


40 


Whercve:-  the  system  of  night  and  day  work  is  intruduced*  ihe  esiabliiihnient  should  be 
increased  by  one*half  at  the  very  ieast. 

9.  I  do  not  advocate  the  eroploym«>nt  of  writers  in  any  signal  office  in  diis  Circle.  They 

arc  i»ot  nccc-suiy.  If  the  infipciiur-  liavi-  many  native  artificers  under  them,  il  will  in  all 
probability  be  nt  (  es>ary  to  allow  each  inspector  a  native  translator,  who  can  interpret  the 
accoiinta  and  letters  he  would  receive,  and  be  able  to  write  the  repiiea.  In  the  Deputy 
Snpprintmdent's  Office  the  stafi*  of  clerks  decidedly  require  to  be  inoreased.  U  shodd 
be-— 

1  Head  Clerk  on  •  -  -  -  >  lOO 
I  Clerk  on  .......75 

1  Clerk  on  -      _  40. 

1  Accountant  on       ......  {go 

At  present  the  work  is  not  at  all  done  satisfactorily,  simply  in  coosequence  of  the  physical 
<*»43.  3  0  2  impossibiUty 
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Aip.  No  «.      iupossibiliiy  ol  doing  it  properly  with  th.  t<r(!«>nt CsUbliahmCQt.   Each  Td^'apU  Office 
Hud  the  I>e|Jiily  SuperimendeDt's  Office  ntquires — 

Rs. 

1  Sweeper  .--.---10 
I  Bkeesiy  .-...--lo 
S  Chupittwiei  Bt  10  i-aeh         -      -      -      -  20 

llie  Prome  office  reqirires  one  ehnprasste  above  the  usual  number,  and  Hangt^on  office 

lequiifs  !wi.  above  Ihut  nuiuber,  or  (uiir  in  sill.  The  Deputy  Siiperiiitf  i.rlL'  t's  OffKe  also 
needs  the  iservice.-  of  an  orderly  peon  on  12  rupees,  whu  can  be  entru!^leu  to  draw  money 
from  the  Trvaauiy,  and  sent  with  «Mh  to  a  distaiu'e.  One  |iunka  >  man,  a  godown  mrkar, 
and  two  guilown  lascars  are  needed  at  the  iiead  quaiters  of  the  ( ircic. 

10.  1  would  \k-'j:  to  point  out,  that  even  t!  e  designation  ot  the  offic.'r  in  chu:g«»  of  the 
circle  is  (aulty  auu  in*  ouvenient.  He  pIk  uld  be  callod  Uie  "  superiut  ndent"  of  Mich  a 
circle  of  telf-graphs.  It  is  most  usual  for  ihi'  public  U>  address  hiuj  by  that  'itle,  iin'l  the 
addition  of  the  word  "deputy"  almost  impiic^  a  local  superior  to  faim;  at  least  1  &a*i  it 
does  ao  hi  practice.  When  the  chief  of  th**  department  termed  the  '*  superintendent,'* 
the  officers  in  rharce  nf  rirrles  were  then  naturallv  cip  ugli  designated  "deputies."  Rut 
now  I  submit  tliat  the  latter  should  be  termed  superintendents,  and  the  officer?;  in  charge 
of  the  three  great  divisii  ns  mitrht  he  called  say  "ch'cf  superintendents,"  as  there 
cmilti  he  r;o  fear  of  thiit  title  being  in  any  way  mi'^takcn  fur  t::at  of  the  Dir  ct  ir 
General.  By  this  anangenient  the  present  Assistant  Deputy  Stiperiutenuents  would 
become  De|)utie»  only,  and  so  the  titles  of  the  officers  of  the  department  would  be  so 
fur  simplified. 

I  fail  to  see  any  advantage  in  multiplying  the  rates  of  pay  in  the  signal  branch.  Ui'ing 
so  is  sure  to  complicate  the  aesounts  and  returns  of  the  department,  and  1  do  not  think 

that  the  signallers  gent-rally  woulu  care  to  have  the  old  arrangement,  i-  mtro  iuc-id  bv  iSir 
William  O'Sbaughnessy  ui  Bei^al  and  the  Notth-Wesiem  Pivvinces,  altered.  Tbet 
•mngement  wet— > 

Rt. 

let  ClasA  Sipnaller  -  -  -  -  lOO 
2tHi  Class  Signaller  •  -  -  -  76 
Srd  Class  Sianaller  -  .  .  •  AO 
4tfiClMB  bignaller     .      -      .      .  M 

So  long  as  thf  work  of  the  department  is  done  efficiently,  I  >hoa1d  certaniiy  deprecate  any 
arraniicmi  nf  that  wi  uld  make  it  more  complicaied  than  it  is:  an<t  I  know  that  in  this  circle 
promotions  carrying  with  them  five  rupee?  or  so  additional  pay  are  not  apjiri^ciated.  I 
certainly  advocate  titat  the  establishment  in  each  circle  should  be  a  ''fixed**  one;  but  t 
submit  ihai  in  the  '*  signallinir  t  raiuli"  promotions  shouM  be  not  according  to  si  depart- 
mental list,  but  iiccoiding  to  a  cucic  list.  I  know  tiic  leelin<r  is  very  general  ag.<iitst  the 
departmental  seniority  list  a^  regaids  the  ** siitnaUerSj*  bat  as  lespecis  the  inspectors  and 
higher  officers,  it  is,  of  coarse,  the  <  nly  practicable  arrangwrneut.  I  wtiuld  thereibre  beg  to 
pr(>|;ose,  that  there  be  a  fixett  establishment  assignra  to  each  circle,  and  that  all 
vacaricics  that  occur  in  the  sii;nal  branch  of  ciiclfs  be  fiile'i  up  by  promotions  m  the 
circle  only.  I  »m  sure  thai  this  uouid  uive  much  greater  satisfaction  than  an/  other 
amngenent. 

Respecting  thf  tksignntion  nf  tht-  <  flicer  iii  ciiar^:)'  of  a  telegraph  station.  I  should  he 
very  indisp<i»ed  to  propose  an  altci.  tioii  in  tiit  pu  stnt  title,  as  I  think  that  oy  a  Meady 
per^istenic  in  it,  and  n  littlt  ai!<  nti'  u  (  <  the  means  of  bringing  heibre  the  public  the  fact 
that  i^ucb  is  the  pl^V^  official  deai^oatiou  ot  the  officer,  would,  in  time,  result  in  iu 
nniversnl  adoption.  Ti:e  title  of  *'  assistant  in  chaige  "  may  c<'riainly  not  be  very  cxplana- 
toiv,  1  i,t  it  is  euphonious,  which  "  ielegmph  master  "  is  not.  In  case  it  t>  di'>irabh'  to 
make  the  title  really  cany  its  mtantng  with  it,  I  would  propo>«  that  it  be  tekgraph 
atatkm  maater,**  whfeh  is  both  eupbonioiw  and  explanatoiy — the  only  objection  being  that 
H  is  ao  kng. 


From  B.  C.  Baiky,  Esq.,  Deputy  Superintendent,  Telegraph,  £ast  Coast  Ciide,  to 
Lieutenant  Colonel  C.  Douglas,  Officiating  Director  General  of  Telegraphs  in  ladm 
(No.  );  dated  18  May  1861. 

I  HAVB  the  honour  to  reply  as  follows  to  your  Circular,  No.  ,  dated  May,  1861  :— 

1.  An  Aj»M«taiit  Deputy  Suptrintendent  shall  be  uppmnted  (o  every  circle,  to  tetteve  tbe 
Deputy  f^uperini.  luleni  A  soiue  of  the  oflioa  work,  and  to  enable  him  to  make  periodical 

inspections  •  <  tiic  hnes  md  ofliccf:. 

S,  A  Deputy  Assistant  is  gieatiy  rtquired  in  every  office  in  which  there  ii«  any  local 
work,  or  which  is  liable  to^  be  called  upon  to  repeat  messages.  At  "look-out" 
stations,  such  as  Jellasove.  Burkooi,  Ougole.  and  Puttoocottab,  a  deputy  assistant  is  not 
necessary. 

3.  I  think 
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9.  I  think  the  present  office  allowances  sufficient  for  the  iisst>t;int;«  m  chiru'e.    The      ilff^  K«b 
depu^  ansistant'ft  allowance  might,  m  a  geaerai  rjle,  be  fixed  at  oue-hMlf  of  the  amuant 
dUnrMl  tha  masistwit 

4.  One  1b<  claan  ing]^toi  to  evt'ry  MO  or  600  mika  of  line,  and  otut  Simi  or  Srd  daaa 

inspvctor  to  every  100  miles. 

5.  Two  well-trainfd  native  artificers,  or  one  native  artificer  and  one  inistry,  on  from  1ft 
to  25  mpees  u  niuutli  edch,  are  required  for  e;i  h  section  o   iOO  niileii  of  hue. 

6.  Tiic  siilaru  s  allowed  for  European  artifi(;er5  Lire  n  )t  hi<;h  enough  to  secure  goo  i  men, 
and*  consequently,  few  of  the  European  and  Easi  Iiuliaii  artificers  now  on  our  list  are  up  to 
their  woikt  I  woold,  therefoie,  recommend  that  th^it  i^rade  be  abolished,  and  thatSrd  daaa 
inapccturE  he. made  w  loweat  ^rade  for  Baropeans  eiuployed  on  the  line. 

7.  Line  {^nrdu  wn  not  reqwred  on  permanent  lines,  but  on  teuiporary  lines  I  would  post 

one  to  e\vv\  10  u:  12  mill-'.  Tiudals,  la-^cars,  &<.•.,  aie  required  only  fur  consiructinn  work, 
aiMi  should  not  be  allowed  on  tha  ti.\ed  e^jtabli'^ijuieiit.  It  is  necessary  for  lite  oooservancy 
of  the  lines  that  the  inspect' jr  should  iro  along  his  section  and  report  upon  it  regultirly  onctt 
a  month,  and  ihat  t!ie  native  artificei-s  sh  >uki  bi  t;tntiuned  one  at  each  end  to  go  out  during 
interruptions.  I  he  native  artificers  should  be  placed  under  die  urdt  rs  of  ilie  assistant  in 
charge  of  the  offiei!S»and  should  be  compelled  eiiiier  to  live  on  the  premises  or  to  attend 
ibe  office  daily  from  aunriae  to  sunset.  Every  aative  artiAoer  or  mlatry  so  employed  should 
be  allowed  15  or  16  rupees  a  month  for  die  keep  of  t  honsw 

9.  For  the  eflktent  working*  at  all  snsnns.  of  ^e  oflOots  of  the  Bast  Coast  Circle,  Oft 
signallers  are  required,  as  per  annexed  list,  tt  do  all  the  office  work  arithout  the  assisiance 

of  writers,  except  one  nt  Virauapitara. 

n.  Except  at  l&t  class  repealing  offices,  such  as  Benares,  Agra,  aud  Vizagapat4m,  where 
there  is  much  hical  wwk,  writora  an  not  nqoirad.  Office  servants  are  rsqmred  as  fbllows, 
ttsmsly— 

1  Bearer,  to  prepare  batteries,  clean  lam^M  and  furniture,  kc. ;  pay,  from  6  to  • 

rupees  per  month. 
1  Waterman,  from  1.8.  to  6  rupees  per  month. 
1  Sweeper,  f  rom  1.8.  to  ft  rupees  per  month. 
Peons  according  to  the  number  of  messages  aivl  f  li<j  diatmoo  they  kave  to  ha 

conveyed ;  pay,  head  peons  fl  rupees,  others  5  rupees. 

10.  I  woubi  s'lrr^est  thefollowiug  classification: 

Depu  y  su|)erintendent 
Assintant  deputy  superintendent 
Ist.  2nd,  and  3rd  cliass  Inspectors. 

SigiKil  Branch. — ^To  be  divided  into  four  groups,  as  per  circular  under  reply.  The  first  to 
be  "assistant;"  ihe  s-econo,  1st  clis-^  ^it^l(allcr;  the  th  id,  2nd  c-la^s  signaller;  and  the 
ftiarth,  probationers.  I  think  the  be>-t  designation  for  the  head  of  an  office  would  be 
**  Aaaistsnt  in  charge,**  and  Ibr  his  deputy,  **  head  ngnaller.** 


Stat£M£NT  of      Number  of  Signallers  reauired  for  the  Offices  of  the  East  Coast 

CinOe. 


Numher  of 
Instruments 
Workug. 

Whether 
a  Repeating 
Station. 

Number  of 
Signallers 

Required. 

iiKiiA.aju. 

Midiiapor« 

Jellasors  •      -  • 

Bakwoie  - 

Cottack   -      .  . 

Burkool    -       •  • 

Berliampore 

Chicucole  -       -  - 

Vizagapatam 

Bimupahmi 

Visisiiagimm  • 

Dowlainiwsiam 

Coconada  - 
Beiz.varoll  • 
Masulipatam  • 
Ongole    .      -  - 
Nclhm    -  ' 

3 
4 

a 
s 

s 

o 

8 
8 
3 
1 
• 
1 
4 
1 
3 

At  times  - 
No  - 
At  times 
Yes  - 
No  - 
Yes  - 
At  times  - 
Ym  - 
No  - 
No  -  - 
At  times  - 
No  . 
Yea  - 
No  - 
No  - 
Attimss  - 

5 

a 

6 
6 

8 
d 
4 
7 

• 

8 

8 
2 
3 

WUlbealsssdnsxtmsBtk. 

Wilt  be  dossd  in  Jans  sr 

July. 

Moeh  keat  work* 

Very  much  local  work — col» 
iectUMi  800  rupees  a  month. 

«» 

OAS.  8  0  8 
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From  M.  Wkkham,  Esq.,  Deputy  Supenateodent,  Telegraph  U^rtaieiU,  Bombay,  to 
Major  C.  Thmglas,  (Mliciating'  DifeetoT  General  of  Tel^rapbt  ta  IihIm^  Oaloitta 
(No. '  1 ;  dated  21  May  18B1. 

I  BATB  tlie  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  (No.  BO)  of  ihc  lltli  instaat, 
and,  in  compliance  with  the  request  th^  rein,  beg  respectfully  to  offer  the  following 
•eUggt'gtions : — 

1.  One  dt  puty  ai)d  one  tisHietant  deputy  superiniendeat  should,  as  now,  be  employed  in 
Ihiscirclf.  Tbr  awiBtant  deputy  has  cibargs  of  cbeGaaerat  dmsion,  while  die  deimty 
superintendent's  time  is  sofuUy  occupied  with  the  :icci)unt=;  and  corrcsp onrleacc  of  hi-,  oircl? 
as  to  almost  preclude  tlu-  posnibility  of  paying  atieutiuu  to  the  state  ot  hi'i  liiiL-a,  autl  hii 
information  n  principally  ^aine>i  from  the  inspectors.  I  wotdd,  therefire,  beg  to  suggest 
that  the  a^Mstant  deputy  should  at  time^  nttend  th*-  Bombay  office  to  enable  the  depu^  to 
iufi|)ect  his  iinee  and  offices  as  »oon  aller  the  monsoon  as  practicable,  so  that  any  alterations 
or  repairs  be  uiiiy  deem  a  ivi-uble  for  the  i  ffici< nt  working  of  the  circL  niav  be  co  njilete  I 
during  the  working  season.  The  assistant  deputy  could  carry  <»a  conespoadence  and 
letters  of  more  than  ordinary  im|>ortance,  and  bills  could  lie  ferwaided  Ibr  deputy's 
infonnation  and  opinion. 

2.  It  would  be,  in  my  upinioti,  a  great  inipruvcnieni,  and  materially  add  to  the  efiiciency 
of  the  working  of  offices  if  the  more  important  offices  were  to  have  two  a«sist44iit9  attached 
to  them.  The  n«sistant  in  rhnrs^e  rannot  be  at  all  limes  present  ih  the  oiKce ;  but  with  two 
uflicers  tbfire  would  be  no  excuae  whatever  for  delays,  errors,  or  abeeuue  from  office  ;  at  the 
"unif  time  uil  mutters  uf  tmport mre  could  be  referred  to  the  head  assistant,  who  should  be 

•  sln'ay^rescnt  on  the  receipt  of  the  mad  news. 

8.  The  |>rincipal  offices  in  the  Bombay  Circle  are,  Bombay,  Bel^ntum,  and  Abmedabad. 

I  WimM  V(;>;.t'c'f:iill\-  s^uiriie^t  t!r,it  ;llinv,iilL-e  of  thd"  Biiui'kiv  ••fTl/e  be  eijil  d  to  that 'jf 

Calctttta,  llare  bei«g  an  equality  it  not  an  inciehise  ul  the  wurk,  i>eiag  76  and  50;  Belgaum 
60  and  25;  Abmedabad  60  and  8ft.  Poona  also  has  much  work  daring  the  monsoon, 
wlit  n  the  Government  offices  are  removed  from  Bumbay,  wlu  a  it  is  necessary  to  liaTC  two 
assistants  from  June  to  October,  both  inclusive.  The  other  oftices  are  of  minor  importance, 
and  one-third  of  the  office  allowance  mi<^bt  be  given  to  the  Sod  assistant;  at  tiie  same  time 
the  rule  should,  1  wouJd  suggest,  be  that  none  should  be  placed  in  charge  of  an  office 
acept  those  who  have  served  as  2nd  assistant. 

I.  Ti  c  nunjber  of  iiisi)ector.H — 1  would  Ix respecttullv  t  >  --ugirest  that  there  be  two  1st 
class  iiii^pectoDi  ittUiclied  to  Uus  circle.  One  to  tiuve  charge  of  the  lines  from  the  Madras 
^ioiiti»-r  to  Sattaia,  including  the  line  to  Go;i,  i  iiiil-s.  One  from  Sattara  to  Bombay, 
iiicUi<liiit:;  Mabablc^hwar,  Atimeilnugcrur,  and  Matheran,  270  iniUs.  Second  class  inspec- 
tor— ont'  from  Callian  to  Bulsar.  This  IIiik  is  one  where  sickness  is  prevalent,  no  reguiar 
road,  and  during  the  monsoon  is  a  swampy  marsh.  Two  to  be  plac<  d  on  tha  Guzcr.it  division. 
Eaporean  aitiiicers  two ;  one  on  the  Ooa  line,  one  on  the  Bulsar  line.  Native  artificers  sutfice 
fbr  Hne  duty.  The  reason  I  would  >u<^i;est  two  European  artiBcers  is,  that  ttiey  may  be  in 
tiau)iii<:  i.nd  conversant  with  the  dutie-  in  rase  rX  a  vue mcv  ocfurring  amon^  tlic  iu-[)ec- 
lur^.  A  native  artificer  should  bf  allotted  to  eacii  oriie^:,  and  in  case  ol  an  i  iteiToption 
between  tivo  stations,  one  party  should  be  dispati  bed  fr<im  each  ofHci-,  aud  piitrol  trie  fne 
•miil  he  mutt  tl  e  other  party,  even  altliou.;h  they  may  have  ie|)aii(  (i  i  pjitiuii  <<l  ihe  line. 
I  W  iuld  also  beg  to  sui^gest,  that  every  artificer  and  inspector  should  make  liuui^iil  cou- 
versant  with  llie  use  of  the  testing  instmment,  that  he  may  make  his  wants  known  when 
iepairin<;an  intemiption ;  thus  itf  native  artihcers  would  i>e  required  in  this  circle,  and 
doing  away  with  the  line  guards. 

5.  T!)f  iiiilv  inconvenience  which  ini,bt  rm'se  by  doing  awuy  wi  ii  F-uvopcaii  artific  is  is, 
a  newly  appointed  inspector  woul  I  nut  bo  conveisant  with  his  duties,  aud  in  case  of  an 
outbre'ik  we  should  place  oursr-l^c^  tno  much  in  the  power  of  natires* 

6.  This  has  already  been  alhul  <l  to  in  No.  4. 

7.  1  he  number  uf  signallers  necessary  for  the  efficient  working  of  the  otiices : 


Ahniednngger  Needle 

Alimedabsd 

Bomljsy   .      -  - 

Beigsnm 

Bulsar  ... 

Haroda  - 

H  roach  »  .  - 
Dhurwsr  •  -  - 
Dma  •  -  . 
Cnddoek  -  -  • 
■  Kolapore  -  •  - 
Poona  ... 
Siirat  .  -  . 
battara  .  .  • 
Mahableiliwsr  • 
Vingorla  ... 
Goa-  .  .  . 
Goveraor's  Ofliee 


1  Assistant 


ditto  • 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  • 
ditto  - 
(liito  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditts  - 
ditto  - 
diilo  • 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 
ditto  - 


1  Deputy - 
1  Deputy- 
1  DvpAf 


1  Depnty 
1  Deputy  ' 


i  Si$;nallen. 


8 

ditto. 

12 

ditto) 

12 

ditto/ 

4, 

ditto. 

5 

ditto. 

5 

ditto. 

ditt". 

4 

ditto. 

4 

d{tto»i 

fi 

ditto. 

5 

ditto. 

0 

ditto. 

C 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

S 

ditto. 

$» 

dittob 
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Some  of  ttepe  mvlrt  be  nrabatioDeFs,  but  I  eooiid«r  thfa  namber  nmmuj,  *a  tbStt  Am  abd.  No.  s/ 
shall  be  no  excuse  from  f^ickneM,  whicliU  of  frequent  oceumocf,  laairinig  the  ftnr  wbo 

the  office  itred  aod  worn  ouL 

I  would  suggest  that  four  writera  be  employed  in  the  Bombay  office,  none  odMn 
nqaved  £ar  copying  maMage* ;  fod  four,  as  at  pneaent,  in  the  Eecetting  Otfiee* 


SneIiaiBMi«qniNi(l  SjlS^pL  l^^.^P'  ^^"'^'^y  ofll«,  wbich  nqm 

Linfl  guardii  will  be  requiiefJ  for  th'  •  ti  -eiit  on  tlie  Bulsar  line,  and  from  Raroda  to 
Broach,  us  horses  cannot  travel  aloiit^  thm  route  in  the  monsoon,  but  can  be  dispensed  with 
nfter  the  monsoon. 

1  would  also  beg  to  to^wI  that  the  office  and  line  be  distinct  branches  of  the  depart- 
ment. The  plan  laid  down  in  your  letter,  averngii^  from  120  to  SO,  is,  I  think,  liberal 
enough  to  obttiiu  respt^ctable  hands. 

I  ivoiild  sagg«!*t  the  tenna  of  office  a^^istAnts  be ; 

Ai»tiataat      ...   Office  iii«MQtor  or  signal  inspector. 
Deputy  aMiatant    -      -  Deputy  O.  or  SMistant,  depi^  O.  asaivtaiu. 

1st  cla.^s  signallenii. 
2nd  ditto  ditto, 
ist  class  prol>atroners. 
4nd  ditto  ditto. 

Lotteis  night  be  addreaaed  to  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  Signal  DafmtniMit  or  Office. 


P^m  M.  K.  Mm,  Esq.,  OfBciatiiig  Deputy  Superintendent,  Telegraphs.  Indore  GUcie,  to 
Lieutenant  Colonel  C.  Douglas,  Omciating  Director  Oen^ral  of  Tdegrapbc  in  India 
(No.  197);  dated  lO  June  1861. 

I  TtAVT.  now  the  honour  to  reply  to  yonr  Letter  (No.  96)  aaking  fior  Bgr  canftilential 

opinion  i)D  poinU  connected  Willi  the  rc-oreanization  of  the  de^iartment. 

Assutnnt  Deputy  Superintendtnt.—'l  am  quite  of  an  o|]inion  that  there  should  be  an  officer 
of  this  rank  in  every  ciicle.  on  whom  the  responsibility  of  its  working  should  derolve 
dnring  the  absence  of  the  rieputy  superintendent  from  his  head-quarters  on  inspection  or 
other  duty.  At  present,  while  away,  his  office  work  falls  into  arrears,  and  he  is  unable  to 
devote  tli  it  time  to  the  lines  and  the  state  of  distant  oflici  s  wnich  their  importance  require. 
As  a  rule,  the  senior  first  cla^s  inspector  of  the  circle  should  be  appointed  t<>  this  poet, 
unless  eiOier  from  a  deficimt  aducafion  or  other  caaaes  be  may  be  unfitted  for  it;  and  while 
carr  .  inL-;  out,  as  far  a'  possibly  the  system  of  promotion  hv  seniority,  it  must  not  be  over- 
looked tliat  the  department  is  composed  of  such  a  mixed  body  that  many  of  our  oldest 
bands  are  not  fit  for  other  duty  than  that  ihey  are  at  prcient  called  upon  to  perform ;  as  an 
instance,  the  aenior  signaller  in  the  Indore  Circle  cannot  be  trusted  with  the  care  of  an 
instrument. 

Dqmty  ^^Iwbtenfr.— Referring  to  paragraph  2,  I  thhk  diftded  responnbiltty  decidedly 

objectionable,  and  tlien Tore  do  not  recommend  the  appointment  of  "  deputy  as-istinls,"  oi-, 
as  you  propose  to  designate  them,  deputy  telegraph  masters."  In  every  office  there 
should  be  two  head  signallers,  one  in  charge  of  eaeh  watch ;  they  should  receiTe  higher 
pay  than  any  of  the  signallers  (at  present  some  head  signallers  receive  les^  tlian  signaTiere 
placed  under  them),  and  the  oasiatants  should  hold  the  head  si.:aaUeis  responsible  for  the 
work  of  the  office  during  thor  absence ;  but  I  do  not  think  it  advisable  to  recognise  that 
division  of  responsibility  by  appointing  **  deputy  assistants.*'  1  havenisatiably  adopted  the 
above  plan,  aod  found  tt  work  wetl. 

I  cousider  the  present  amount  allowed  for  tlie  change  of  offices  in  this  circle  ample; 
but  am  confident  that  if  a!>«istants  bad  a  chance  of  being  promoted  from  an  office  to  the 
line  as  inspectors,  it  would  have  the  eilfect  of  makhi'^  tlieu  more  zealous  in  the  performance 
of  their  duties  and  more  anxious  to  obtain  the  good  opinion  of  tlieir  deputy  superintendent. 
At  present  a  younji;  man  obt  lins  the  charge  of  an  office^  and  ieels  that  he  has  very  little 
chance  of  rising  higher ;  the  natural  consequence  of  which  is^  lliathe  cans  only  about  pei^ 
fimning  his  duties  sufficiently  well  to  retain  that  chaise. 

Indore  Circle  requires  the  services  of  two  firat-elass  inspectors  (ur  one  assistant  deputy 
superintendent  and  una  first^dass  inspector),  one  second-ctaas  inspector,  and  one  third-class 
inuiector. 

1  have  always  advocated  the  abolishing  the  rank  of  arti6cer,  as  the  pay  is  not  sufficient 

to  secure  the  service-  of  good  men,  and  my  experience  jiroves  that  the  same  work  i?  per- 
formed much  better  by  natives  (who  shonld,  however,  be  abie  to  read  and  write).  I  believe 
iaspei:table  sun  of  this  class  can,  in  most  places,  be  obtained  for  20  rupees  per  month,  and 
horse  alluwant-e.  I  would  suggest  that  there  be  taro  grades  of  native  .irtiliceis.  First  grade 
St  30  rupees,  and  2ud  20  rupees  ;  and  would  for  this  circle  would  for  six,  three  «f  each 
gratie,  which  being  grantedj  would  enable  me  to  dismiss  nearly  all  the  line  guards  and 
0.4a.  30  4  sowars 
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Afjfbhtvt,    aowars  it  prestut  eDiployed,  which,  howcver,  is  only  lialf  tbe  number  I  finiod  on  taking 
charge  from  Mr.  i'odbuater. 

1  ciinex  a  atxtrment  of  the  staff  I  consider  should  be  permanently  retamed  at  each  olBcr, 

tofsether  with  tbe  number  and  pay  of  ofticc  servants  and  others. 

1  do  not  feel  at  all  certuin  tiiut  ilie  present  claseificati  Mi  of  the  various  ;{rade»  iu  the 
depurtmeni  can  be  loucb  improved  with  the  exception  of  the  sigiialk-i^,  wUo  shonid  be 
divided  into  twu  or  three  or  four  di>tinct  clasises,  eaci)  class  havmg  its  fixud  rate  of  pay,  and 
1  consider  (he  rate  pn  posed  Ijv  you  libt  ral  enough  to  seem e  respectable  boys;  the  same  may 
also  bi'  8iiid  of  probationers,  ixccjttiiig  that  instead  of  increasing  at  the  nionth  y  rale  of  five 
nipees,  1  ibink  lo  wodd  ba\e  the  eflieci  oi  ur^mv.  a  lad  to  exert  himself,  while  five  tuigbt 
not  have  that  etiect.  From  60  rupees,  I  would  suugest  that  each  promotion  carry  with  it 
ai  II  cti  asf  <if  16  rupees  pi :  month,  nn  il  tl  luLilusl  rate  of  120  rupee>  is  attained.  1  think 
ttwi  uid  be  advisable  tf>  distin^ukh  the  ^parrtte  grade.^  as  head  aigoallerg,  tiist  and  second 
elafis  8i|nalier8,  first,  second,  and  third  class ;  and  aUd  three  elaiaes  of  probationers. 

1  lielieve  tbe  term  "  ;is?istant8  in  charge  "  has  1  een  in  use  ever  since  the  department  has 
been  in  existence,  and  yci  it  xppears  that  tbe  public  do  not  uudersiand  that  it  is  to  him  they 
are  to  address  massages  for  dopatch,  and  1  must  res^jectfully  state  that  I  do  not  ^cl  any 
res  son  to  suppose  they  woold  understand  any  better  the  designation  of  "  telegraph  masters," 
which  I  believe  they  would  understand  to  mean  the  deiinty  s«uperinteiideni. 

There  are  }et  two  points  to  which  I  feel  I  should  alfude^'Wd  your  having  asked  my 
confidential  opinion  <  nnb!eR  me  to  do  so— 

Fust,  it  ih  an  nndenitiVile  iact  tliat  we  do  not  succeed  in  obtaining  muiiy  ol  the  re.spectr 
able  portion  of  tl  e  boys  of  India,  although  the  pay  is  very  consideraljly  higher  than  can  be 
obtained  ;in\ where  else,  and  I  tittributc  this  to  tne  frequent  changes  which  are  naade  in  the 
rules  ut  the  depaitment,  to  there  iiavii  (r  hitherto  been  no  regul  r  system  of  promotion,  and 
to  the  very  6-light  chance  iheie  is  fc  r  even  an  educated  lad  to  reach  any  of  tbe  higher 

Kades.  If  partnts  are  once  conTiuced  that  a  lad  by  indosb^  and  general  i^ood  conduct 
s  a  cbanre  of  beconiing  an  inspector  and  of  gradaaiqr  aseendingj  I  am  sure  we  shall  na 
longer  be  pushed  fat  hands,  and  compdled  to  retain  die  uelt'SB  trash  we  have  on  tht 
establishment. 

Seicndly.  A  conipariKm  of  the  pay  o  ah  ihe  htjiht  r  grath  s  of  iiuii.  departuieui  wiih  that 
of  any  otl  er  ki  Ihc  service  will  at  once  prove  how  inadequately  its  officers  are  romuneraled 
Ibr  the  re^nsible  and  extremely  baraasing  duties  they  have  to  peribrni,  and  i  venture  to 
hope,  while  submitting  yonr  plan  for  the  re-organiiation  of  tbe  department,  yon  will  biiag 
this  fiict  fo  ilie  notice  of  Government,  Unlike  officials  of  otinN  departnienl-,  thev  aie  most 
exposed  duiing  tbe  lamy  seasons,  and,  from  the  peculiar  nature  of  their  dutit  s,  tl  ey  are 
never  firee  fVom  llie  cares  and  anxietiea  of  office. 

Of  ihe  (iff  shorn  Hnuec  class  how  f(  w  a  e  n  >w  left,  and  the  fait  of  so  many  havin;^  beea 
obiiged  to  return  to  England  nn  medical  certificate  piovcs  bow  injurioiu  the  C  'li^tant 
exposure  and  continued  stmin  on  the  mind  acts  on  the  health. 

In  conclusion,  I  respectfully  hope  you  will  not  think  I  have  brought  forward  my  oaa 
ideas  in  too  stioog  a  manner,  and  that  }ou  will  believe  I  am  solelv  prompted  by  a  desire 
to  see  this  mo^t  important  department  assume  its  proper  position  and  work  efficiently. 


from  J.  T.  Bliuett,  Esq.,  Deputy  Superintendent  of  Telestauhs,  Madras  Circle,  to  Ueu- 
.tennt-Colonel  C  Ihuglat,  Officiating  Director  General  ^  Telegraphs  in  India  (No.  23S); 
dated  Madias,  SS  June  1891. 

With  reference  tu  your  letier  (No.'89),  dated  the  11th  uUtmo,  calling  for  my  opiidoa 

confidentially  on  the  points  thi  rein  adverted  to  in  order  to  e  iabic  you  to  prepare  a  -eliedule 
called  (or  by  Government,  having  in  view  the  tixinc,  on  a  permanent  xcale,  ot  the  eatoblisit* 
mcnt  for  thia  department,  I  have  tlie  honor  to  slate  as  follows:— 

%  ^^  ith  regard,  to  the  firt>t  point,  namely,  the  appointment  of  an  assistant  deputy 
superintendent  to  each  deputy  superintendent,  with  a  view  to  lelieve  the  latter  of  much  oi  the 
drud|iery  of  office  work,  and  thus  afford  him  more  time  to  devote  to  Ws  lines,  I  Ix-g  to  Slats 
tli;it  tlie  necessity  for  ap|  i.n  tinn  an  assist  iiit  (!ei>r.t\  snpcriiitendent  ut>e8  not  appear  to  me 
to  be  sufficiently  great,  in  the  case  ol  every  circle,  to  jusliiy  the  appointment  ijenerally.  In 
smalt  circles  the  deputy  superintendent  must  always  be  aide  to  inspect  his  offices  and  lines 
01  cf  a  year,  ann  tnis  would  be  snfficicnt  to  kc*-p  him  thnroui^hly  acquainted  with  their 
workiiiii  and  condition,  while,  during  the  absence  of  the  deputy  superintendf  utj  a  competent 
Isi  class  inspector  might  be  appointed  to  take  charge  of  his  omce,  and  to  communicate  with 
tht  deputy  superintendent  as  often  as  occasion  may  require.  On  the  other  hand,  in  circles 
of  great  extent,  an  assistant  deputy  superintendent  roust  be  of  great  use  in  checking  and 
controlling  the  work  of  Un  ofhces  ai  d  iincs,  bomt-  portion  ol  v\hK  h  might  l  e  |)laced  in  his 
separate  charge  and  responsibility  for  their  correct  working  and  efficiency.  The  assistant 
deputy  supenntrodent  might  he  placed  at  one  extremity  of  the  circle  to  ciieck  the  offices 
and  lines  thus  placed  ttndcr  hi?  separaip  r'tMriC  and  respnnsibility,  while  the  deputy  super* 
iulendent  remains  at  bead  quarters ;  but  w  henever  the  latter  proceeds  on  a  tour  of  inspection, 
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the  iii»hii>l.«nt  deputy  supLriiiteiultjiit  should  im>ve  to  head  quuilers,  inspecting  lines  and 
oiBces  en  route  (repoiting  tbe  result  to  tlie  '  puty  superinteuciciit ),  and  remain  lu  charge  of 
tfaedepaty  superintci)'ieut'»  office  until  ibe  letam  of  the  deputy  aiiperiutendent,  wheD  the 
BMutant  deputy  supi  rintendent  should  rerane  tbe  duties  oonnocted  with  tbe  offices  and 

lines'  |)l;icpd  under  his  immediate  superi;  tetidence.  As  far  cfTi;  e  work  is  conreriied.  it  is 
ttlinecc$>ary  that  both  the  deputy  and  a8si»t:int  deputy  uuperintendent  should  be  ai  head 
quaiicrs  at  one  and  the  same  time,  i  he  deputy  supeiintendent  could  easily  pvrfurm  nnd 
conduct  ail  office  work  wJiiic  .it  i.cad  (|uarter»  without  the  assistant  depiitv  siiperini' nrloiit, 
mrhose  assistance  could  oidy  l)e  needed  during  the  absence  of  the  deputy  superintendent 
fnttt  bead  quarters. 

a.  The  next  point  is  the  advisability  of  appointing  a  deputy  assistant  in  each  olBiCe  (o 
ensure  tite  presence  of  either  tbe  UMStaut  or  bis  deputy  coostandy  in  the  aigoaJ  room.  On 
this  point  I  beg  to  state  that  I  cannot  perceive  that  nmcli  benefit  will  result  by  creating: 

the  appointment  of  deputy  assistants  to  uirl  t!ie  assistants.  One  wmJd  >  tainly  rtlieve  the 
other  duiin<r  meals,  or  whenever  either  had  occiision  to  absent  lumselt"  from  ottice;  but 
b(-yond  this  there  would  \w  uc  advantiige  in  the  appointment.  An  efficient  head  sienaller 
miglil  In-  eiitrustfd  witli  tiie  duties  proposed  to  hr  ass'gned  to  the  'It-putv  assistant.  I  do 
not  think  it  advi.sable  that  there  should  be  much  dividrd  authority,  fur  in  cases  of  complaint 
there  m^bt  be  difficulty  in  fixing  the  responsibility  upon  the  pr -per  party,  bflflidea  wbich* 
the  appoinment  of  an  additional  atsistant  to  each  office  may  tend  to  enooange  move 
frequent  absence  m  ib/b  part  of  both  without  any  actual  nccearity. 

4.  In  regard  to  ihe  Srd  point,  nomely,  tbe  amount  of  office  allowance  ihr  the  assistant 

and  his  deputy,  which  I  consider  would  iw  a  sufficient  induccncnt  lo  ;issistnnt.s  and  others 
to  hold  such  appoioUoents,  it  appears  to  me  tliat,  considering  the  (in ties  arid  responsibility 
of  tlie  asaiatants,  the  albtwance  in  question  maybe  fixed  ai  5o  rupees  per  month  for  the 
most  imponant  offices,  rlperfasing  the  nlii  wance  by  tens  in  the  casv  of  those  le?8  important, 
wiih  the  exception  of  ilte  office  at  tlic  Ptesidency,  where  the  allowance  may  uc  fixed  at  the 
higher  rata  of  76  rapaea  per  month,  in  conaideralion  of  the  greater  amount  of  labour  and 
local  correspondence  inaeparabie  from  it 

5-  As  to  the  4tb  puint,  namely,  tbe  number  and  grades  of  inspectora  wbicii  1  consider 
necessary  fur  the  conservancy  of  th«  lines  of  ray  Circle,  i  hee  to  state  tiiat  I  am  in  fhvoarof 

the  measure  of  reoigaiiisliiii  >ts  present  line  establishment  in  the  followinor  manner : — The 
Madras  Circle  consists  uf  about  l,OdO  miles,  and  I  propose  to  divide  this  distance  into  two 
neat  diTiaiona,  and  to  appoim  one  inspector  of  i  he  ist  c<aas  to  e^tt  h  of  ilitse  division^**  it  being 
their  dmv  to  make  jjeriodical  inspection  of  the  'inea,  to  ailop;  ilie  neco=!iary  mensin'es  for 
their  pieservation,  and  to  check  any  irregularity  or  neglect  on  ihu  pari  ui  the  subordinates 
emplo.ved  therein,  .scrutinising  tht'iraccoiiuts  at  the  same  time,  and  sutisiyiog  themselves  that 
tile  cash  balances  exhibited  in  their  accuunta  are  actually  ia  their  possession.  Again,  these 
two  great  divisions,  I  propose,  should  be  subdivided  into  five  <livi8ions,  and  one^Snd  class 
inspector  of  the  2nd  grade  appointed  to  each  ofthesc  subdivisions, with  the  immodiate  charge 
of  about  200  miles  of  line.  Their  'lntv  will  l<e  to  inspect  regularly  the  portion  of  line 
aaaigned  to  th' m,  t>  keep  tlie  same  in  elHcient  working  order,  and  to  snbm  t  to  this  office 
monthly  pay  bills  of  tlu:  entire  establishment  eiunloved  uifhin  their  portion  of  line,  us  well 
as  I  >e  accouiita  and  oilier  periodical  returns  which  may  be  required.  For  the  purpose  of 
securing  to  the  utmost  extent  }>OBsible  the  conservancy  of  the  lines,  I  would  further  propose 
that  these  five  subdivisions  be  divided  into  sactious  of  40  or  6U  miles  each,  and  placed 
under  the  immediate  charge  of  an  artificer,  whose  business  it  will  be  to  attend  personally 
to  the  rep;ure  of  the  lin._-s  imdei  uisirucioos  Tiom  the  inspectors  in  cliarge  of  tbe  snb- 
divisions,  to  whom  he  will  report  weekly  the  work  pcrtbrmed  by  himself  and  bis  establish* 
nent,  which  will  consist  of  tliree  working  Lascars. 

6.  Under  the  arrangement  above  proposed,  the  followinj;  staff  of  Inspeetota  and  artificecs 
will  iM  required  for  line  duty : — 

2  First  class  inspectors. 
5  S<>conil  class  inspectors  of  the  second  grade. 
SO  Artificers. 

7.  With  re^.ird  to  the  5tli  and  (iili  points,  namely,  the  immber  of  artificers  I  ci>nsider 
necessary,  stating  whether  Native  or  European,  and  whether,  in  my  opinion,  any  incon- 
venience would  result  fr<>ni  abolishing  entiiely  the  grade  of  European  artificers,  I  bei;  to 
stal-  t!iat  the  numlipr  of  artificers  u  quin  d  i>  sjiven  in  the  precedins:  paragraph.  Wiih 
regwrd  to  abolishing  entirely  tlie  grade  of  Kuropean  artiScers,  the  question  is  one  of  great 
importance,  and  respecting  which  1  cannot  express  any  decided  o|^ion  at  preseiu.  Time 
alone  can  determine  the  qaesti'ill,  after  giving  exclusive  native  agency  in  this  bnini  h  of  the 
department  a  full  and  fair  trial.  ShouTd  you  finally  determine  fci  do  away  with  the  grade 
of  European  ui  titiot  rs,  It  uccui-s  to  ine  that  it  wunld  tje  very  advisable  to  reiain  thi-  services 
of  a  lew  of  the  best  European  and  Bast  Indian  artificeis  on  tbe  mam  lines  of  communication. 
Apart  fnm  the  consideration  that  these  lines  should  be  kept  in  the  best  working  order,  the 
ptt'sence  of  Furr-pcan  nr  Ka^t  Indian  artificers  apprars  t  )  mi  verv  desirable,  if  not  actually 
necessary,  inasmuch  as  they  c«;i  tetnporarily  supply  the  placi;  of  the  inspertors  in  charge  of 
tbe  subtiivisions,  in  the  event  or  the  absence  of  the  latter  caused  by  sicknef^s,  or  other 
unavoidable  circumstancesy  and  whose  duties  cannot  safely  be  entnisted  to  native  artificers. 
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▲PP£in>lX  TO  BEPOBT  PUOM  THE 


Af'p.  No.  9.  p  TJic  next  m-  7tii  point  noticed  in  your  letter  v  the  nnrj.bcr  of  line  <iuacds  and  patroU 

  which  I  cuuiiider  lu  ctiisaiy,  and  whether  they  might  not  be  eniitely  dispensed  with  by 

luiTing  native  artificers  at  every  ofRce.  I  concur  in  your  OfHiiion  that  the  desirability  of 
entt  rtainiiig  line  euards  and  patrols  is  very  dnubtful  if  the  lines  are  efficiently  controlled  by 
the  inspectors  and  otbera.  it  may  be  sufficient,  perhaps,  for  additional  security  to  have  one 
native  patrol  stationed  at  each  otfice,  tn  start  immedi  ttely  on  the  OOCUmace  Of  M  inlaw 
ruption,  and  g'ive  tintice  ti>  the  working  parsy  on  the  line. 

9.  }n  respect  to  tne  Uth  and  8th  point.s,  n  imely,  the  number  of  signailers  1  coostder 
iMcessaiy  for  the  efficietit  working  of  my  oflires,  detailing  these  leparatdy,  and  giving  the 
number  of  signallers  ncces^an,-  for  each,  and  the  snmc  witti  rei^ard  to  writers  and  office 
servants,  aud  tiieir  Hcale  or  pay,  I  betf  to  iurward  two  lists  cuntuining  the  information  called 
for.  The  eetablishmenta  diowii  in  'tbeee  list*  are  abeolnlely  neoeMuy  for  the  ellieieiii 
working  of  this  Circle. 

10.  The  loth  and  last  point  referred  to  iu  your  letter  i»  a  convenient  ciaaeificatioa  of 
the  various  |n'a«les  of  the  department,  and  on  this  point  it  only  remains  for  me  to  state  that 
I  have  already  adverted  in  this  Report  to  the  classification  iiecess;iry,  as  rej^arda  the  line 
eatablishment,  and  your  claesification  as  i;^ards  the  signal  branch  is  the  best,  in  my  opinion, 
tlint  oottid  have  beoi  devieed. 

Ill  In  coiKlniifln,  I  may  observe  that  the  same  inconveniem-e  complained  of  by  yoo, 
regardinj:  the  difierent  designetii  n>  g^iven  by  the  ])nl)lic  to  the  offic  ers  in  charge  of  the 
aigual  ofiictis,  hat>  been  experienced  in  the  offices  witliia  the  Madras  Circle,  and  the  designa- 
tion  yon  propose,  namely,  **  telegraph  maiterfl,"  appetn  to  me  perfeetiy  appvopriftle. 


GOYBBMlISlfT  TBLMBAPH  DkFABTMBMT. 


EitaUiahnMni  for  Deputy  Snperintendent**  Office*  Madrai  Gircie. 


Office  Aerieiant  • 

Aoooantant  -      •  - 
Assistant  Ancountant 
TTerifl  Clerk  - 
Record  Keeper 

Storokceuer  -      •  • 

Clerk  -  -  -  - 
Clerks  at  40  rttMee  eaoh 

Cl.rk   .       -       .  - 

Ditto  -       .       «  - 

Mooclty        -       -  - 

Ditto  -      -      •  - 

Attcndcr      .      •  . 

Dn^dar  - 

PeOM  $t  7  rapeee  etob  • 


Printing  OJke. 


Foremaa 

Com|x>6itor 

Ditto  - 

Ditto  - 
Pressman 

Ditto  - 
Bailer  • 

Ditto  • 
Peon  - 


too 

76 
40 

75 
66 
86 

to 

•0 


IU*  tu  p. 


10 
8 
10 
10 

4a 


45 

U 

8 

7 

10 

e 

7 

e 

686 


A. 


Ill    -  - 


740  


DepaW  Snperintendent's  Offieey 
Madras,  22  June  1861. 


(signed)      J.  T.  BtiateU, 
Deputy  Superintendent  of  Teloirraplu, 
MadiMCiwIe.^  *^ 
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▲pp.  Mo.  8. 


GovxBiTKBinr  Tblbobaph  DsFABVifBirr. 


EittabU«hmeDt  for  Signal  Offices  in  the  Madras  Circle. 


Madras  Si|piAi.  Office 


Mount  Signal  Offiee 


liisiifctor  or  AjsiBtaut 

Utiad  Signaller 
Sii;iK.tI!iTs 

ileiul  Cbrk  - 
Clerks  • 

Litliogruphcrs  (for 
printing  shipping 
notices) 

DufTadar 

Poena  - 

Laacara* 

Watenmin  - 

Swcoper 
,  Scavenger 

Assistant 
Head  Sigimllcr 
Signallen  .  • 
Peona  • 
Watennsn 


f  Aaeistant 


Vellore  Signal  Office  \  pj:,"^!'*^  I 
1^  Sweeper 


Bangalore 
Offioe 


Signal 


See  rah  Signal  Office 


B'-lUirv 
Office 


Sifnal 


Eyaora 
Dffiae 


Inspector  or  Assistant 
Head  Signaller 
Signallers 
Clerk  - 
Peons    -  • 
Watt-Tman  • 
Sweeper 
(.  Scnven^  « 

Assistant 
Head  Signaller 
Signallers 
Peon    •  • 
.  Sweeper 

Assistant 
Head  Signaller 
Signallers 
Clerk  - 
Peona  - 
aweeper  • 

■  Ap'?i!5fMrit 
Hcsiil  Si  J/ nailer 
signallers 
Clerk  - 
Peon 
Sweeper 
Pnekally 
Scavenger  '- 


2* 


32 


10 


Ootacamnnd  Signal 
Office. 


Mercara  Signal 
Office 


inspector  or  Assistant 
Head  Signaller 
Signallers 
Peons  - 
SweepOT* 

Assistant 
Head  Signaller 
Signallets 
Peon    -  • 
Puckally 
Sweeper 


IAsBiRtunt 
Head  Signaller 
Signallers 
Ptona  - 
Sweeper 
Scaveogar 


Calicut 
Office 


Assistant 
1  Head  Signaller 
Signal  I  Signallen  - 
Clerk  .  - 
Peons  - 
Sweeper  - 


Cochin 
Offioe 


Signal 


Pondtcberry  Signal 
Office  - 


'  Assihitant 

Head  Signaller 
j  Signallen 

Clerk  - 

PeoDB 

Sweeper 

Assistant 

Hcnd  Signaller 
Signullers 
Clerk  - 
Peons  • 
Sweeper  • 
Soavenger  • 


I  Assistant 
Head  Signaller 
Kaneal    Signal    J  Signallen 
Offloe     -       -   I  Peon     -  • 
j  Sweeper  • 
I  SoaTengw 


N^gapatam 
Office 


Assistant 
Head  SignaUer 
aj-«„i  I  Signallers 

\  Clerk    -  - 
Peons  - 
Sweeper 
Sfiavengar 


•  i-Jt«l»»rf<w*JataAid  to  attend  tette  time  taU.  and  ene  far  leiiJa^ 


Denntjr  Snperintsndent^a  Offins^ 
Madias,  82  Jnnn  1861. 


(signed)      J.  T.  BH::.^rtt, 
I>epui^  Snperiotendent  of  lelegraplu, 
Uadiaa  Oilde. 
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462  APFKMDIX  TO  U£i>ORT  FROM  TU£ 

App.  Nai  t.     From  A,  J.  N.  Cappd,  Esq.,  Deputy  Supriotendent  or  TeleKraphs.  South-East  C^A^t 

Ciicle  anil  C  ylon,  to  Colonel  (\  Douglas,  Diiector  G«neral  of  Telegraphs  m  Imlia. 

^No.  -MO)  ;  dat'p.J  Colombo,  7  June  1861. 

1  UAVK  the  honour  to  reply  to  youi  No.  91,  dated  11th  ultimo,  calling  for  an  cxprtasion 
of  opinion  on  wionM  points' eonneefed  with  the  remodeUiagof  the  permanent  efltabliah> 

men(  of  tlie  Department. 

1.  I  think  the  appoiniun  ut  of  an  as-jislaul  <lepuly  superintendent  to  each  Circle  a 
measure  of  exceeding  utility.  In  my  own  case  I  have  felt  the  want  of  a  really  competent 
aaeistant,  one  in  whom  I  could  place  confidt-nce,  and  who,  dtirin:;  my  aeceeaary  abseooe*, 
eoald  continne  the  work  of  the  dSce.  1  twas  compellvd  lately  to  proceed  overland  to  IVln- 
comull  e.  to  examine  the  road  and  report  on  the  proposed  rxtensi  «n  of  the  u  lei;rai  li  line 
to  I  hat  }tlacr>.  I  w.  s  unavoidably  detaioed  »ome  time  r>ii  l  ouie,  and  on  my  return  W46 
attacked  with  frvf  i-  and  liver,  which  rendered  my  HUtniioii  to  duty  impossible  for  upwtirkU 
of  a  week.  Undirihesf  circumstjiiT!  -  'hf  -f-rvi  >  .  f  ;ui  iissistanl  would  have  been  mo<it 
valuable,  a»  I  tan  place  no  r<  iiancp  i  n  m .  clt  rk-,  iiui  ua  ilij  uiS|jC'Ctor  at  Colombo  lor  the 
performance  of  even  routine  \v(;i  k. 

2.  The  appointment  or  a  deputy  to  the  officer  in  charge  of  ail  large  ofiicea,  with  th« 
object  stated,  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  very  advisable.  It  innst  lie  a  matter  for  your  con* 
sideiation  only,  wlieiher  d  small  cfHc  >,  where  the  expL-nditure  ii  already  out  of  all  pro* 
portion  to  the  iX'ceiptss,  such  un  addition  >vo  'Id  be  expedient 

8.  1  would  not  recomnit  nd  any  oific  e  idlowance  for  the  deputies,  as  by  the  l-slabli^ilnllenl 
of  H  graduatt  d  -m  ute  of  t  acli  clasn  of  office  peo{jle  a  certainty  promotion  woulu  be  hfid 
out  to  Ihciii  in  ilu  L'vt  lit  of  unexceptionable  conduct  In  some  of  the  larger  offices  it  may 
be  necessary  tli'it  !  oh,  the  officer  in  charge,  and  his  deputy,  should  be  of  the  firit  class,  in 
which  case  the  office  ailowance  alone  would  mark  the  ditfercnce  between  the  two.  1  think, 
alao,  that  a  too  great  amilarity  in  ptjint  of  emolnment  h  likely  to  lead  to  ill-feelinir  and 
insubordination. 

4.  For  t'.e  South  Coast  Circle  I  consider  two  inspectors  sulHcient,  and  those  uf  tiie 
second  or  third  urude. 

5.  I  consider  four  artificers  necessary  for  this  Circle ;  t\\(/  idrtatly  employed  have  given 
satisfaction,  bui  they  are  discontented  with  their  position,  itud  one  (an  European),  if  not  pro- 
moted within  a  reasonable  time  wiJI,  in  all  prolMibility,  resign,  it  is  my  idea  th.  t  the 
uaefiiliieseof  these  men  has  been  secured  by  allowing  tbeoi  no  niistries,  nor  tiadals,  dot 
Working  nattvee  of  any  kind  to  whom  thi>y  eouhl  entmst  the  performance  nf  their  own 
duties.  As  a  genenii  rule,  1  have  but  littk  fiith  in  aitificers  either  European  or  native,  hut 
one  haa  proved  himself  so  very  intelligent  that  i  should  not  like  to  lo«;e  him.  Should  hip 
promotion  to  an  inspector  «if  the  third  grade  he  permitted,  three  native  artificers,  or  over- 
seers, provided  with  horses,  would  meet  fi(l  rl;e  lequiremt-nt*  of  tlie  (Jin  Ic. 

6.  I  bfg  lo  express  entire  ci>ncurreiice  with  your  remark  that  ueilhtr  respectable  Euro- 
peans nor  £ti6t  Indians  can  be  obtained  for  the  pay  oft'ercd.  If  such  enter  the  service,  it  r» 
with  the  confident  hope  of  speedy  promotion,  and^  it  this  be  nut  obtamed,  they  leave  in 
disgust.   Those  who  are  content  with  their  positi<tn  of  arttficen^  are  »enerally  irorihlese. 

7.  I  do  not  approve  of  line  uu  .nl-.  and  <  on-ider  the  establisliin  ii:  alren<lv  recom- 
mended* wuuid  qi  Uf  provide  lor  the  wants  i  this  Circlr.  in  alt  my  experience  i  caa  tall 
ir.  mind  no  instance  of  a  Itne  guaid  having  repain^d  an  tioeident  rmd  restored  ctimmunication, 
althuiiL^Ii  I,  nt  one  time,  ^ave  much  ti:oughi  and  time  to  liif  endeavour  to  train  to  useful- 
ness a  body  of  these  men. 

8.  The  following  is  the  minimum  number  of  signaU<:r.<»  nece»Miry  for  each  office 

Paumhen.  luticorin.  PuttooevUok. 

1  Officer  in  charge.      I    1  Officer  in  charge,    i    1  Officer  in  chaige. 
6  Signallm.  i   »  Signallers.  |   a  Signallers. 

PnnSMT  ESTABUBBMKMT  AND  GotT. 

Puiimhm.         Jif..                    Tutlcorin.        Rs.                  PuttoocottaU.  Its. 

]  Assistant  in  charge  -  idu     i  ile^d  si.rnniier  •       -    80    1  Head  signuller,  »ick,  iO 

j  1  half-jay. 

*  Signallers       -      -  i«6  [  2  Signallers      -      -  lOo  |  l  Sign  .Her  in  clwrKe  -  41 

1  Signaller  >       «  SO 

Rs.  -    -    -  M 
Total  -  -  Jig.  506 


11$.  -  3»6 


itf.   -   •  180 


9.  Writei«  have  been  dfseonthuicd  in  mII  offices,  and  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  revive 
the  appointment  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  office  servants  now  employed 

Paumben.  Ms, 
2  Peons,   at  8  Rupees  la 
1  Sweeper,  at  3  »8 

—  16 

 TViticoria. 

*  Viz.,  2  Iii'-pt(t..r>.  -2n.i  .  r  aid  gnide ;  I  artiUcer;  ta  be  promoted  to  Imptctm-  3rd  gnde;  nd 
Moonttd  Native  Artificers  or  Ovetaeen. 


Digitized  by  Google 


•_  / 


BBLBCT  QOli^lTTXX  OH  BAM  XlffDIA  OOMKCIf ICATIOVfl^  463 

rmMi.  Jb.  j,^  (^/ 

2  Peons  nt  fi  Rupeei    -----       =    12  «— 
*l  Sweeper  ut3»     -      -      -      -      -      =  3' 

  Itf 

1  Peon       -     --     --     --  -e 

1  Sweeper  -      .-      --      --  s 

1  'Wateranii-     -  -,-----3 

  13 

Tmal  JIi^  per  Mensem  -  -  -  43 


10.  I  do  not  feel  competent  to  otitr  an  opinion  on  this  «ohjpct.  I  am  well  aware  nf  the 
uiisuitaWeness  of  the  present  official  designation  o(  the  officers  in  charge  of  teles-raph 
offices,  and  I  have  witne»fted  the  diffieid^  evidently  felt  by  the  paUic  in  addnsMng  toe 
assistant  in  charge  of  an  office. 

In  Ei)gland,  I  believe,  messae;e8  for  dispatch  are  forwarded  to  a  teleg^raph  office  with 
tliat  sii[)  r--ciipti(>ii  'Uily,  uihI  letters  of  intjuiry,  <i:c.,  me  addro-^sed  to  the  Su|r>rintei)d<'ii» 
Electric  Telegraph  Office.  This  appears  to  be  the  general  and  favt^urite  farm  of  addie-iit, 
and  in  Cejrlon  I  have  noticed  that,  in  niae  CBsee  oat  of  tea,  Superintendent  n  the  word 
made  use  of  in  writing  lo  the  assistatu  or  inspector  in  charge  of  an  office.  If  some  other 
designation  t-ould  be  found  for  the  superintoidentg  and  deputy  superintendents  of  the; 
department,  it  might  perhaps  be  as  well  to  afluw  the  name  Superuitendent  to  be  applied  to 
ttiose  in  charge  ui  offices. 

Befoi'e  concluding;  I  would  b-.  |;to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact,  that  an  assistant  in  charge 
of  an  office  (however  im'port.int  tlie  ilutics  of  thit  office  may  be),  has  hitherto  hoM  iin 
inferior  departmental  position  to  the  lowest  Ime  m^pector  m  the  service.  I  consider  the 
enecesefiil  mamigement  of  an  office  of  any  magnitude  requires  a  greater  amount  of  intelli- 
gencfi  and  application  than  is  looked  for  from  any  Ii3ie  inspector,  except  of  the  highest  grade. 

With  reference  to  my  reply  to  No.l  of  your  inq^uiries,  I  have  the  iiunoar  to  state  that  the 
Ceylon  GovenuMnt  wul,  I  ieel  sure,  object  to  any  a^ttaonal  ebaige  011  that  or  any  other 
aocount. 


From  H.  J.  Waltmt,  Esq.,  Officiating  Deputy  Superintendent,  Oovemment  Telegraphs, 
Bengal,  to  Lientenant  Colond  C.  Douglas,  Officiating  Dineetor  General  of  Telegraphs 
in  India,  (No.  Ill);  dated  16  May  1861. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  rqply  to  your  No.      dated  11th  May,  noticing  each  point  seriatim 

38  r^r|lle^ted. 

1st. — The  necesfiity  of  appointing  an  assistant  >ieputy  superiateiideiit  to  each  depaty  The  appointment  of 
aaperiniendent  is  self-evident.   The  deputy  superintendent  of  a  Circle  is  at  preseot      Aaaistant  Deputy 
confined  to  his  office  that  he  cannot  properly  control  the  offices  and  line*  under  hitn  witiiout  SupwintoBMiit 
nes:lecting  the  current  duties  of  his  own  office.    The  assistant  deputy  would  also  thus  h  ive 
an  opportuitity  of  learniiiji-  hi.s  duties  as  a  deputy  supeiii:teiidi  nt,  for  under  tlie  preseut 
system  a  man  is  suddenly  placed  in  charge  of  a  Circle  and  an  extensive  office  without  the 
slightest  previons  knowledge  of  the  heavy  end  responsihie  dntie*  attadied  to  it    I  would 
suggest  that  the  deputy   superintendents  should   nominate  their  own  assistant  d.  puty 
superintendents  for  the  appro-al  of  the  director  general,  in  order  to  avoid  the  [)0!.sibdity 
of  the  deputy  superintendent  being  obliged  to  work  with  a  man  of  entirely  different  ideas, 
and  wl'o  miuht  thus  be  almost  useless  to  liim>    Tliis  would  likewise  be  astiong  inducement 
to  Ist  class  inspectors  to  secure  the  approval  of  the  deputy  superintendent  by  diliy;ent 
attention  to  their  diities. 

2nd.~-l  think  that  it  would  be  unadvisable  to  appoint  deputy  assistants  in  each  othce.  Btf^dkut  the 
It  would  divide  the  responsibility  and  prevent  the  assistant  in  charge  from  having  that  Pspa^^sriifsnti 

perfect  control  over  his  subordinates  that  it  is  absolutely  necese  iry  he  shoulci  Iiave.  I 
think  that  tiie  plan  would  be  even  liiuhly  objectionable  in  any  office  •'xcepi  m  each  of  the 
Presidency  offices,  and  in  them  the  otficcr  in  chitrge  should  not  in  any  way  have  his  power 
curtailed,  «ir  his  command  f,vt  r  hiii  haiuls  in  any  wav  interfered  with.  Undrr  the  present 
system,  moreover,  the  anxiety  of  the  sij^iiallci  tu  secure  the  upprobaijon  of  his  immediate 
superior  by  t<trict  attention  to  his  duties  is  a  sufficient  guarantee  in  most  cases  tha*  In  «  ill 
Wtisfitctorily  perform  his  work }  and  on  this  account  1  consider  it  would  be  unadvisable  t-i 
introduce  a  system  of  promotion  by  seniority.  A  deputy  Mipetintendent,  by  a  }>erfeet 
system  of  office  !■■_<,  can  make  hini-clf  acquainted  with  every  .'ct  of  every  siijjiialler  diting 
his  hours  of  duty,  and  he  cun  thus  give  the  director  ueaeral  all  information  on  thi^  licad, 
and  at  any  moment  give  him  the  character  of  any  signaller  he  may  wish  to  know  about  with 
a  view  t  •  nroniotioti  or  olherwisr.  1  think  th  a  tliii  inducement  wou! '  dn  very  much  more 
to  secure  tne  signaller's  aUentiuu  lo  oflic;  duties  than  any  small  allowance.  A  sy.stein,  such 
as  I  recommend,  would  stimulate  the  hands  in  every  office  t  >  vie  with  one  another  in  pleasing 
and  satisfying  their  superior;  whereas  a  system  of  promotiou  by  seniority  would  damp 
their  enei^ies,  and  make  them  all  dummies  and  mere  nuchines. 

^\(\. — I  would -suggest  tliat  in  the  thiee  Preside ncv  offices  oidy  an  extra  allow  ance  of  Regtirdlng  oSoe 
fifty  rupees  (IM)  rupees)  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  officer  in  charge  to  divide  between  aUowsnce. 
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Aw»  h9,  9m  his  two  hca<i  signallers,  for  such  I  would  (ienuniiimte  tlieni.  I  think  the  presetii  rates  of 
otiice  ailowauc4-  aaipie  (or  the  Presidency  oiHce^,  viz.,  76  rupeeiiper  lueiiaeiu,  but  I  tiitnk 
that  these  offices  thould  be  lield  by  l^t  'ciaHs  insp-x'tors  only.  Tbui*  wotdd  the  I'at  class 
iiispt-cturs  bo  uetliiii:;  a  kiiowlcdi  •  of  bu-iji:' Tniii'^afii'M.iis,  oj'  ac;.-oiiiit«,  and  of  mnkinrr 
himself  thoroughly  acquainted  wiih  the  rules*  and  re-^ula'ioiiji  ci(  tli*- d' |>artni(.'ut,  and  the 
dtftads  of  working  pieparatory  to  his  promcitijn  to  the  lauk  ot"  assisMnt  deputy  supcrin- 
tei.d«^nt.  Tnc  1st  class  itupecior  eliould  tiumediAtely,  before  takiui!  the  otHce,  liavc  been  a 
isi  cl,i!^s  inspector  on  tbe  line;  thus  we  woald  have  a  man  ready  tu  takf  the  berth  of 
a~si>tant  m  jint  suircnuteniUiil  who  lias  .joue  tiirniiirii  a  tli!<ri>ii'j:h  course  '>!  line  and  oihce 
dotie^.  At  present  it  is  a  knowD  (act  Uiat  there  are  l^i  cla^s  mspecitird  and  othent  who 
never  saw  a  joint  made  or  acnw  pile  put  in  the  iKmund,  while  ihere  are  others  who  know  as 
nii  cli  I  liflii  fiiitieg  a»  a  probatioDer.  We  require  ih'irou<ihly  •  ra' lir.il  inr  n— m  • ;  who 
ki  <>\v  how  lo  im[jhcitly  obey  order-  a»  w<  11  as  how  to  _ive  them,  nioii  who  will  act.  ami  not 
talk,  and  men  who  can  tliciiis(  lve!>  undertake  to  do  what  (hey  ordt-r  their  3ul>ordinate<  \o  <i 
I  ihink  ihat  no  man  should  receive  any  promotion  who  does  n<it  ihorotiglily  understand  tlie 
practical  wi)rkin_:  t>f  ibe  instrnments  in  use,  even  to  beinu  able  to  reaii  perfectly  hy  sight 
oi  sound.  I  "ouid  reconimond  that  assistant  in  i  hars^e  id  otKoe-*  on  the  main  Inie  between 
Calcutta  iiiid  Bombay  siioubi  receive  a  higher  rate  of  office  allownnce  iban  Hssimanls  m 
chargA  of  other  affic<» ;  say,  fot  Benares,  Asra  and  Indore,  90  rupees,  and  fbr  all  others  on 
th.it  lii'i  40  r.i|)(  t  -.  Then  tor  rep  aiing  .>tJiLi(ins  mi  thu  oliic.  liu  s  (400  miles  up  irt  only)  I 
would  allow  40  rupees,,  aad  25  rupees  to  all  otlier  staiions.  i  enclose  a  Statement  (A), 
from  which  at  a  glance  you  will  see  In  ainnunt  oi  allowance  I  would  recommend  for  e:icti 
offiie,  >howin<x  m  the  aggregate  a  monthly  excess  of  U5  rupees  over  the  present  scale.  Bat 
by  niy  ietter  ^'o.  91,  it  will  appear  that  there  has  been  a  saving  in  the  expeniliture  for  the 
cst.iblislimeiit  of  tilie  ctrde  of  2,600  rufiees.  I  therefore  truat  that  this  triflmg  increase  may 
be  gnnctioned. 

Namben  andOndss  — elbcieni  conservancy  of  the  lines  in  ihe  Bengal  circle,  I  consider  there 

oflnneetonlw      should  he — 
Bengd  Cbdla. 

One  let  Class  inspector  at  300  - 
Two  Snd  -  ditto    -     „  260  - 
Two  .»rd    -  ditio     -     „  300  -      -  - 
Two  Jst  Class  Overseers,  „  lAO  •       •  - 
Two  snd  -  ditto    -     »  ^00  - 

Total  -  - 

for  1,650  mi  es,  or  183  miles  each  on  ad  average. 

Nnmhfr of Artifioat  — ^  rtqiiire  10  native  artificers  or  one  to  every  108  miles;  the  accouipanying 

nquii«dibrBffival  Statement  marked  (B)  will  ^li  wtln/  .  x-.ici  <-i.i1jIislunr'  t  which  {  cons  il(  r  tv  c  ;>.s;u  v  for  the 
Ciide.  efficient  conservancy  of  the  lines  ni  tiiis  circle,  ainounlini;  to  2,704  rupees  pe.  uien»em,  or 

1,088  rupees,  say  Int.  l.  8  a.  op.  per  mile  |ier  mensem.  Prom  this  statement  it  will  appear 
tlmt  I  have  entirely  omittrd  f'-iimpptin  artificers,  and  in8**r!ed  two  grades  of  ovrrs.-'prs.  A 
youiii:  luaii  well  (ducateii  and  in  time  tit  tu  till  tlie  higher  appoiniments  would  be  induced 
to  enter  the  department  at  100  rupees,  with  the  prospect  of  riHint;  in  the  profession  ;  bat 
under  the  existing  rules  1  dare  assert  that  we  get  tbe  scum  of  the  country  a«  artificers  ia 
many  cases. 

Re   nUneEnnBHD  — ^  c<in?iHler  it  highly   desirahlf    'it  do  away  altogether  v.  ith  Euri>|»-.u)  iirtifircrs 

ArmeeiS  except  where  an  entirely  new  line  is  beint/  constructed.  They  should  then  be  takeu  ou  only 

as  a  temporary  measure.  I  would  lake  on  native  artifioers  at  SO,  with  prospect  of  rising 
lo  2ik1  cla^s  at  30,  and  1st  class  at  40,  with  hoi^e  allowance  earli  nt  1 5.  .ND  promotion 
will  be  given  during  the  first  18  months,  and  then  only  after  an  cxauiiiiutioii  as  to  com- 
peteucv  and  »kill  inhisduiies.  Ttiose  who  speak  orwiite  English  t'>  have  the  preference. 
fttt^  7th.— As  far  as  regards  tbe  Bengal  Circlsi,  there  is  no  necessity  for  the  employment  of  a 
single  line  guard  or  patrol  except  at  the  cable  crossinus,  where  I  consider  two  men  should 
•l.  fiidabatty.  be  invaii  iMy  iin|iln  iil.     Tlxn-  an-  nine  cable  cros-imxs*  in  this  circle, 

2.  fiorrakar.  requiring  18  men  on  6  rupee.-,  each  per  tiienfieiu.    Each  inspector  should 

3.  Soane  at  -  be  allowed  also  one  lasear  at  8  rupees,  and  each  native  artificer  a  peon  each 
s!  Gtmlra  at  Audited.  on  6  rupees  per  mtMiP.  m.  T  have  found  tlie  plan  of  Im-  guards  t.>  fail 
fi.  Sonne  at  Airali.      *  '            in  every  part  ol  inoia  1  have  visited,  and  the  employ.nent  of  sowars  is 

7.  (gauges  at  Cawnpers.  vciy  expensive,  and  not  aUended  with  any  adequate  beneficial  lesaltn. 

8.  Kookiahatty. 

9.  ChsnMlGrc^.  8th  and  nth.  The  accompanying  statement  (C)  will  show  the  number  of 

Bt^allers,  probationers,  and  office  servants  required  to  work  the  24  ofBces  in  the  Beng^ 
Circle : —  40  signallers  and  70  probationera  exclusive  of  tbe  telegraph  master. 

I  !;Lii:^;f«t  ihf  following-  ;i>  a  rimvcnu  rit  clussification  of  the  variOQS  grades fiw  thc  W—yl 
Circle,  which  should  be  exti'nded  to  ail  India  it  approved  of :  — 

ib. 

1  Deputy  Siiperintendent         -       -  at 

1  Assistant  Deputy  Supeiintendeat   -   „  400 

a  2nd  Class  Inspectors     •      .      .   „    260     for  lines. 


Hs. 

a. 

P' 

300 

600 

400 

800 

200 

Es, 

1,700 

%  flnl  CIm8  lobpeetofs    -     -     -  „  260    for  offices|-^ 


Benares. 

2  3rd  Class 


Digitized  by  Google 


/    )  • 

BELBCt  COmaXTEB  OF  EAST  INI»IA  OOKKUinOATlOllS.  466 


2  3id  Class  lrisj)ector8 

~  I* 

200 

for  lines. 

4  itd  Class  In^ctors 

*  »» 

2U0 

tor  odices. 

2  18(  Clam  Overaeetv 

160 

for  lint's. 

2  2nd  Class  Overseers 

» 

100 

6  1st  Class  Signallers 

•» 

100 

for  uij xes. 

19  Slid  CI  )ss  (lino 

"  »» 

8U 

dittu. 

20  3r<i  Class  dittn 

"  >• 

65 

dittu. 

SO  4th  Cliiss  ditto 

"  »» 

SO 

ditto. 

25  1st  CliiH<  Probationare  » 

M 

40 

ditto. 

30  Had  Class  ditto 

*  »• 

80 

ditto. 

20  3rd  Class  dittu 

20 

ditto. 

App.  No.  s. 


I  can  safely  assert  that  the  expense  of  carrving  nnt  my  Hng^estions  regardin;^  the  ron- 

servancy  e^ta!)'j-.!iiu''nt  will  effect  a  savii.c,  ntid  I  Ix  lieve  the  plan  for  uorkini;  woiiKl  imiiH  i 
no  additional  expeiiMi,  while  it  would  very  i.uiterially  conduce  to  the  ct]u  irnt  working  of 
the  <lepartment. 

T  vvoul  i  shrink  from  prKpogiitir  any  scale  of  p  iy  fur  xlif  higher  ofiicois  in  the  dcpartmnnt 
had  you  not  pressed  lur  au  exprtssion  nf  my  opi  .iuii  on  this  subji  CL.  I  f.liiuk  that  it  wuuiu 
be  best  to  refer  to  the  scale  of  salaries  given  to  oihcers  in  other  cepartnu-nts  liokliug  bertiis 
of  equnl  responsibility,  .md  who  have  been  brou^rht  out  from  cnglaud  uodcr  covenant 
expressly  for  the  purpose  of  serving  Gkwernment  in  such  department.  tTneovenanfed 
servants  even  in  departments  where  thei  is  not  one  quait  r  ttic  rcs|ion-ibility,  and 
but  little  of  the  nev«-r-ceasini:  wear  and  u  ar  ih  it  we  are  subject  to  by  day  an  i  night,  if 
attached  to  an  office,  and  the  constant  t'xpo>ui  e  lo  all  seasons  if  on  the  line,  itre  much 
higher  and  better  paid;  ih  I'  -tni  istop  Gi  (i*ral  of  Bengal,  lor  instance,  drawing  1,500 
rupees,  and  the  Pusliuaster  of  Calcutta  drawing  700  rupees.  I  would  luentiun,  to  illustrate 
this,  thiit  no  insurance  office  \vi>l  accept  the  lite  of  an  officer  in  the  Government  Tel^raph 
Departiuent  except  at  20  per  cent  extra  premiam  for  risk,  extra  wear  and  tear,  and  exposure  in 
praression.  Thiit  is  undeniab1«,  as  I  can  prove  firom  correspondence  with  one  of  the  largest 
insurance  societies;  and,  more  v<  r,  I  li;iv'  ha  l  to  p;iy  this  extra  premium  myself.  I  am, 
however,  sare  that  if  50  rupees  were  added  on  to  the  s  lianes  of  all  above  the  rank  of  and 
Class  Inspectors  B  Grade  (3rd  ClaM  Liapectors  in  luy  Statement  C)  to  1st  Class 
Impect'  Ts-  incliisivelVr  it  wouM  induce  many  vuiuable  liantis  to  remain  in  the  ficpurtineiit, 
who  are  being  induced  to  enter  sourc  ntlu  i  servirp  merely  on  account  of  the  poor  reniuoe- 
ration  they  get  in 

Regarding  the  title  :o  be  given  to  the  otSc«r  in  charge  of  a  td^rapii  station,  I  consider 
that  of  ''Telegraph  Master, '  irres|>ective  of  any  rank  in  the  departmi'nt,  would  be  an  ex- 

Cttlent  substitute  f  >r  as-istant  und  the  host  of  other  num.  s  used  at  p^e-^(Ml!. 

I  trust,  while  wntmg  on  this  subject,  Uuit  it  will  not  be  considered  out  of  place  in  a 
confidential  report  to  mention  that  1  really  cannot  understand  ;he  use  of  su|>erintendents 
of  divisions  ;  but  on  the  contrary  I  have  every  reason  »o  helieve  thai  in  thi  divisio:  s  where 
they  are  recognised,  tliey  ure  iiiach  in  the  way  of  the  wel.  wurktn^  of  the  Circles  under 
them,  c  lusing  a  deal  of  cin-umlocution  and  re.l-tapism,  whereas  the  Depntj  Super- 
inteiident  should  have  direct  access  to  the  Director  General.  1  believe  you  concur  in  this 
Ofmnon,  as  yon  hut  very  rarely  find  any  necessity  or  oeeanon  for  acting  m  your  capacity  as 
Superintendent  of  the  Kastem  Division.  The  deputy  superintendent  would  iu  this  case 
become  superintendent  of  Circle^  and  the  assistant  deputy  superintendent  would  be  styled 
•ssittiint  snperintendent. 

I  sinc(>re1y  tru>t  that  soir.e  of  my  proposals  and  expressions  of  opinion  may  prove  useful 
to  you  in  organising  our  depaiuneut. 

From  C.  Gntbrnith,  Esq.,  Deputy  Superintendent  of  Telegraplis,  Punjab  Circle,  to  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  C.  Douglas,  Officiating  Director  Getieral  uf  1  elegraphs  in  India  (No.  61); 
dated  Unballah,  4  June  1801. 

On  your  No.  92,  callin::  for  conBdential  opinion  on  certain  pohltSt  I  remark  a-^  follows 

Point  JVb-  1. — My  experience  of  the  value  of  afi>.istaiit  deputy  superinJendenU  is  not 
such  ae>  to  incline  roe  in  their  (avoar.  A  good  experienced  book-keeper  and  oiHce  luanager 
appears  to  me  much  more  desirable  and  serviceable,  and  this,  wheie  pmeuiuble  at  all,  it 
procurable  for  one-tbitd  the  cost  of  an  aaaistant  deputy  superintendent. 

/%w(f  Ab.  — In  large  offices  wiA  kix,  seven,  and  eight  signaller's,  supposing  i  he  depart- 
ment to  have  judicious  ananfrcnu  i  r,  i  to  li  t  rdmissiou  of  candidates  and  their  after 
promotion,  I  cuncfive  tliat  the  twoheao  signallers,  who  wouhl  of  ocurse  have  gaired  their 
piesent  )>osition  not  merely  by  dexterous  signalling,  but  by  proofs  of  iioncsty,  sobriety,  and 
g:enerul  inU;lligencc,  should  »>c  made  captains  of  their  respective  watche*.  The  effect  in 
practice  of  u  deputy  asststant  m  an  otlicc,  as  oi  a.>jisUiiii  deputy  superintendent  in  a  Circle, 
would  be  thai  an  indifferent  assistant  in  charge  will  throw  the  whole  work  upon  him,  and 
make  for  himself  a  sinecure  i  while  the  active  assistant  in  charge  would  tind  his  depwtar 
auistnnt  more  of  an  incumbrance  than  anything  else.  Tb»  h  my  private  opinion,  hut  I 
fe*  1  c..nfi  !('nf  tliat  an  ajipliciif ion  to  the  six  luost  active  und  successful  assistiints  in  Iin'i  t 
V>ould  produce  replies  m  accordance  tlierewith.  In  small  offices,  such  as  many  of  mine 
nie,  the  idea  of  .\  deputy  assistantship  is  altogether  inapplicable.  Several  of  my  offices 
liave  but  one  sigiiiiller  in  all.  and  many  hut  two.  Fo'  these  ::itt' r  i  iilv  eou'd  1  desire  the 
existence  oi  such  a  class  as  deputy  assistant,  for  out  c)f  that  class  1  would  ciioose  the  af^sist- 
atii^  1  0  Mueh  small  office*;  on  this  aoooun:,  tii  ti  when  a  high  paid  assistant  is  appointed  to 
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If4]|,t.     them,  with,  tierhaps,  a  boy  «>r  14  to  assist,  there  is  a  tettdency  to  thmu  thf  whole  office 

  work,  night  acd  duy,  ou  the  probutioner,  that  the  aseUtant  may  live  the  lile  uf  an  idle 

gentkmao. 

PobU  No.  %. — I  am  no  friend  to  office  allowances  at  ull.  On  urrivin'."  at  a  certain  rank 
and  pay,  a  man  sliould  be  entitled  to  an  office,  and  iii*  pay  should  be  indepemlent  of  >uch 
accidents  is  there  not  being,  at  tlie  moincnt,  an  office  to  place  him  over,  or  the  closing  of 
an  ofKie  where  he  lias  charge.  1  think  tlie  httle  addition  lo  his  di^'iiity,  wliicii  uii  u-^si^iaiit^ 
•hip  gives*  and  the  betti-r  oppnr' unity  it  affords  him  for  exbibitiuK  his  abiiitieai  and  the 
ereater  convenience  and  coniK>rt  which, »« the  master  of  ihe  bouse,  nc  '-an  command,  the 
last  considiiation  weighing  espcciallv  willi  n.nriicd  ni'^n,  wi!lal»v;ivs  mike  I'i:  charge  of  an 
office  desiied.  But  anyone  may  avoid  the  respoosibdity  by  descending  a  step  in  rank  and 
pay*  which  he  should  lie  eompetled  to  do  if  he  abowed  any  disinclinatioa  to  take  charge, 
whenever  and  wherever  required. 

Points  JSos.  4  and  5. —  I  would  have  an  inspector  ovi  r  a  certain  portion  of  line,  say  in 
tiiio  Lncle  liuiii  Lalioru  t«»  Peshavvur,  from  Lahore  and  Dera  isiuail  Khan  to  the  Sonde 
lr<  titier,  from  Lahore  to  Umballah  and  Simla,  from  Umballah  to  Agra,  and  from  Delhi  to 
Futtygbur  through  Kohilkund ;  in  all  five.  Each  of  the^e  portions  I  would  subdivide  into 
about  two  or  three  districts,  each  having  a  native  artificer  over  it.  Whetiier  the  tnspecton 
Rliou'd  be  called  3rd,  2nd,  (ji  1st,  wunld  matter  notlnug,  and  is,  I  think,  a  question  not  at  all 
count cted  with  the  good  working  oi  tlie  hne.  it  may  be  necesMry  that  there  ithould  be 
ic-veral  grades  in  order  to  reward  deservioer  men ;  but  i  do  not  see  any  other  une  in  them, 
and  I  think  the  pay  of  n  -Jnd  ciass  Inspector  sufficient  for  a  man  who  i^,  m  a  majoritv  of 
case!},  simply  a  nieclianic,  and  who  has  the  easy  tai>k  of  Beting  thut  two  native  artificer* 
keep  a  couple  of  hundred  miles  of  line  in  order,  varying  their  unresponsible  life  by  an  occa- 
sional march  from  end  to  end  of  their  iine,  during  which,  having  all  their  ezpaiiie8  paid  bv 
the  department,  tentatie.  can  iage,  and  servants,  they  are  able  to  save  two-thirds  of  dieir 
Iravelhng  allowance,  to  wliieh  allowance  I  am  not  alf  i^ether  friendly,  still  less  am  I  ao 
advocate  for  their  drawing  burse  allowance,  which  was  never  granted  till  now.  You  will 
see  that  1  am  not  one  oT  those  who  cmsider  the  Tclegiaph  Department  under-paid,  and 
that  in  principle  I  ain  opposed  to  allowances,  and  sboula  prefer  a  consolidated  aalacy. 

Puiiit  No.  6. — Euix^MM  artificers  I  do  not  think  are  required. 

Point  No.  7. — At  every  office  where  there  is  not  a  native  artificer  sfation^d,  T  would  have 
an  active,  intelliiient  Jeniadai,  chiefly,  if  not  wholly,  for  the  line,  and  piop.jred  to  iit art  lU 
case  of  interruption  by  horse,  camel-dawk,  or  on  foot.  From  these  ranks  the  native  arti- 
ficers »houki  lie  replenished.  With  these  and  native  urlificera,  1  believe  line  goarda  miijht 
be  diqieiwed  with  in  til  case*  with  adTautnge. 

P«Ml  No,  8> — ^The  signallera  required  fbr  the  affidnit  working  of  the  offioea  in  tiiis 
Circle  are  •.'^ 

1.  Attock      -       -    2  in.  \  vtir,:  T.il        -  S 


2.  Ally^i.ur  -       -  2 

a.  Baredly    -      •  S 

4.  Drlhi  -   7  and  an  aasistauL 

5.  DcraGhazeeKhan  3 


14.  Fe*.liawur  -  -  2 

lA.  Rajunpore-  -  2 

16.  Rawul  Piodce  -  3 

17.  .Shahjehaupore  -  2 


19.  Umballah  -  -  7  and  an  asaistani. 
SO.  Umritsur  -      -  2 


6.  Dera  Ismail  Khan  S  J  8.  Simla       -       -  2 

7.  Julluudur  -  -  3 

8.  Lahore     -  -  7  and  an 

9.  'Monltan    -  -  3 
JO.  Moradabad  -  3  Total  Signallers  -  60  and  4  aasistants. 

11.  Heerat    •  •  S  and  an  assistant. 

12.  Murrce     -  -  2 

Where  I  have  not  nampd  an  as<«istant,  it  is  meant  that  the  aasistant  should  himself  taks 

a  share,  though  not  necessarily  an  equal  share,  in  the  work. 

Point  No.  9. — This  it  is  impossible  to  decide  upon  at  the  present  moment,  when  a 
deputy  superintendent's  office  is  kept  in  a  constant  fever  of  work  by  the  Jiuiltitudii  ous 
demaiids  tor  retunis,  and  the  care  and  watchfulness  required  by  sudden  and  only  half- 
explained  changes  in  system,  and  the  tangled  condition  of  last  yearns  aeoonnts  owing  to 

Mr.  Lima's  (I  venture  t  a  s  tt  :  ^ihsurd  and  useless  alterations,  to  which  this  particular 
office  may  add  ibe  mi  totUme  ot  being  under  the  Punjah  Govenuuent,  which,  as  if  the 
chief  of  the  Depertment,  and  the  Supiemu  GovemOMnt,  did  not  call  for  returns  enoagb, 
spnds  ill  iis  demands  also;  and  the  still  unsettled  arrear  accounts  of  Mr.  Harington,  on 
which  I  have  JI  st  received  a  long  letter  tiroui  the  Accountant  General,  calling  lor  lonsr  and 
diflicult  explanations.  At  present  I  should  be  ghni  of  two  or  three  times  my  present  staff, 
but  1  hope  we  ^all  soon  be  settled  down  into  something  like  leguiar  work  wheu  no  such 
large  number  will  be  wanted. 

Pbini  No.  iO.'-l  approve  of  the  classifl<-ati(in  you  tnggett,  only  that  I  would  naake  the 

iianvition  from  one  class  to  another  a  mueli  more  important  and  valu  ible  promotion  than 
iwiti  one  grade  to  another.  But  above  all,  aud  before  ad,  neither  one  nor  the  other  should 
be  m.  de  possible  to  a  candidate  without  his  undergoing  an  examination,  mora  and  more 
iiyint;  as  a  sliri.alkr  advances  in  rank;  that  fbr  passing  to  another  class  being  unmis- 
takably more  severe  thau  that  for  mere  ascension  from  one  grade  to  another.    If  !>uch  a 
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nultitncle  of  exaniHiatioDfl  sboiild  be  deemed  too  troabI«»oine,  then,  perhaps,  m<?rc  rise  in     App.  No. 

the  class  might  be  made  a  mutter  of  time,  find  the  pnssinq^  from  one  i  Iu«s  to  another  l>e  onl^   — 

through  a  successful  exaniiiiatiuti,  having  four  grades  of  strictness  and  severity.  By  tins 
ineBni  we  might  at  last  ^ei  "  Tclegiaph  Master?*  eUe  to  miike  easy  calcolations,  to  k^ep 
simple  accnnnta  neatly  and  corn  cily,  to  correct  the  mail  news,  made  difficult  by  foreign 
names  and  European  politico,  udU  lu  decide  on  the  sense  or  nonsense  of  a  message,  logi- 
ceOyud  grammutieally  speakio-;,  independently  of  the  purport,  which  in  many  cases  must 
neaemriiy  be  known  fully  only  to  the  addresser  and  addressee,  (f  it  be  said  that  the  lads 
<tf  the  Department  bave  not  the  means  of  obtaining  sach  instructions  as  would  enable  them 
to  pass  tliesc  examinations,  I  reply,  that  if  it  is  made  llu  tr  interest,  they  will  find  the 
means,  thus  employing  their  money  bett>'r  than  at  preseu!.  In  this  very  ufBce  there  are 
boya  of  14  and  15,  who  would  in  Europe  be  probably  acting  as  errand  boys,  and  glad  to 
get  two  or  three  shillings  a  week,  wliile  ihc-y  arc  here  gfttin:;  f  )iir,  five,  and  six  pounds 
a  month,  with  nothing  to  pay  lor  liousc  itnt,  lire  or  li^hi.  i'or  »uvh  payments  the 
Department  has  a  right  to  expect  a  better  ai  licle  than  \vhat  it  is  at  present  supplied  with. 

X  do  not  object  to  the  nauet  you  suggest.  The  term  "  telegraph  nurnter  "  appenrs;  to  me 
«  bnicine«i-like  term  ;  but  this  very  butifleM-blte  cbaraetCT  assoeiated  with  it  will,  I  believe, 
disgust  many  of  the  Morse  assistants,  who  will  not  relish  being  put  upon  a  level  with  post 
masters,  and  to  whose  "young  gentleman  "  nuiiuns  the  appellation  will  be  "snobbish." 

Adden  hum. 

I  HAVE  in  the  foregoing  adopted  your  principle  of  a  complete  separation  between  line 
and  onicc  dutic-;;  ljul  you  jirobubly  remember,  from  rcinaiks  1  have  made  in  former 
letters,  that  I  am  no  advocate  for  such  separation,  and  think  that  luiipectors  should  also 
be  in  eharpe  of  offices  where  they  are  qualified  by  education,  and  where  ibey  are  not,  that 
they  shonld  be  of  a  lower  rank,  and  this  would  give  rise  t<>  a  1st  and  2d  clas-!  in- [rec  torship 
in  accordance  with  your  scheme.  Were  ihis  idea  adopted,  I  should  then  be  iu  favour  of 
the  appointment  of  a  deputy  assistant,  who  would  take  charge  wiiile  the  inspector  made 
his  periodiciil  visits,  say  tour  times  a  year,  to  his  line.  I  have  been  much  struck  in  the 
various  parts  of  India,  which  I  have  visit«d,  with  the  idle,  useless  life  led  usually  bv 
inspectots  during  the  niiijor  part  of  the  year,  «  here  the  lines  are  at  all  in  a  finisht  d  state. 
I  have  known  one  sit  still  at  his  head  quarters  with  an  interruption  on  the  line  for  days  and 
days,  having  evidently  a  well«rootcd  notion  that  except  in  actual  oonRtmction  bts  bnsineis 
was  to  sii  idly  still,  as  the  A.  I.  C.  would  keep  the  deputy  superintendent  inrormcd  of  what 
happened,  and  some  office  or  other  would  be  sure  to  send  out  a  peon  to  resture  communis 
cation.    I  have  known  one  who,  being  ordtred  to  make  a  new  piece  of  line,  could  not 

f)unish  himself  so  far  ns  to  leave  hid  home  and  advance  slowly  to  the  place,  inspectin"-  his 
inc  as  he  went,  but  remained  at  home  till  the  ve»y  last  moment  possible,  aud  then  pleaded 
necessity  as  an  excuse  for  travcllin.:  liy  dawk.'  Sueh  thinn^s  as  these  1  have  known  happening 
at  the  very  time  when  a  deputy  has  been  hardly  able  to  keep  his  offices  going  at  all  tior  w  nnt 
of  hands.  As  a  contrast  to  the  above,  1  have  known  an  inspector  n^mily  b«g  his  dcjinty 
to  give  him  office  work  in  addition  to  his  own. 

An  inspector  cannot  be  ton  near  his  work,  or  to  the  place  where  he  will  hear  of  his  woik, 
and  therefore  I  would  have  him  in  the  signal  room,  and  not  located  a  mile  t  r  two  off  ia 
the  bazaar,  and  satisfied  with  making  an  occMk>nal  visit  to  the  office. 


From  J.  H.  Noveill,  I^sqnire.  Deputy  Superintendent  of  Tdegraphs,  Gentra)  India  Circle, 
to  Colonel  C.  Doufflns,  OiLciating  Director  General  of  Td^npha  in  IndM  and  Ceylon, 

No.  4,  dated  Camp  IJenares,  the  liJili  July  1861. 

I  HAVB  the  honour  to  acknowledge  your  No.  87,  dated  the  11th  May  current,  which  was 
received  at  Rewah  on  the  IStb  ultimo,  and  be|;  respectfally  to  reply  to  the  several  points  at 
issue. 

1st  An  asdstnnt  deputy  superintendent  for  the  C.  I.  C.  is  very  desirable  for  iti  better 

conservancy,  and  to  prevtjnt  its  deputy  being  removed  for  months  at  a  time  from  his  head 
quarters  on  tours  of  itki|>ection,  much  to  the  detriment  of  his  other  duties. 

Sd.  Deputy  assistants  and  head  si'^Miallers  at  tlie  offices  sliown  below  would  always 
ensurr-  efficiency  in  the  several  signal  offices  during  the  absence  of  the  senitu  ofllcer.  There 
should,  I  think,  be  thrfe  classes  of  signal  offices,  with  suitable  appointments  pertaining  to 
each  class.  The  foUowmg  suggestions  are  offeied  for  your  aj^roval  and  sanclion  if 
approved  of: 

FlMT  QhktM  SlONAL  OVFICKB. 


Assistants. 

Office 

AIIOWSOM. 

Deputy 

Allowanee. 

HydwslMMl      >      .  . 
Nsepote  •      —      •  • 

Jubbulpore       -       -  - 
Mirzapore  ... 

1 
1 

1 
1 

Rupeet. 

70 
50 
50 
oO 

2 
1 
I 
1 

Rupeet, 
26  each. 
20  „ 
20  „ 
SO  „ 

The 


M  have  known  another  penist  in  not  leeniing  the  Horse,  lest  heslumla  be  distmbei  hi  histniHinil 
bybcrngsetoveraaOlBMi.  ' 
0.49.  3  Q 
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Apf-  N«.«.      ^''s  duties  of  the  Hyderabad  office  are  veiy  heavy,  foniiiog  ns  it  does  a  brauch  to  Utd  tbniB 
Presideacie*.   1  do  not  tUiuk  tliat  less  tiiaa  ts' <>  i     ay  a-^Kistaais  woulu  answer. 

Second  Class  Signal  Offices. 


Allowaaoft. 

Head 
Sigitallere. 

AllowWMM. 

Rupees. 

Knrnool  -      -      -  - 

1 

30 

1 

15 

Cbaiid*  •      .      .  . 

1 

ao 

I 

16 

Sflosee    •      •      .  . 

1 

80 

1 

16 

Rnrah    -      •      ■  - 

1 

so 

1 

19 

Third  Class  Signal  Officbs. 


Wamagiilt 
Cbimioof  > 


These  i  ilicei  being  seldom  u^ed  except  in  caites  of  uiterruption,  or  very  imperfect  4SOiumi»> 
nicadijii,  1  consider  an  assistant  ut  each  ample. 

Two  writers  fur  the  Hyderabad  oflu-e  are  nccp'JsarY  (which  huvf  bnen  en2:a<Ted  since  the 
opening  of  ihe  circle),  and  one  each  lor  the  other  first  class  offices.    Writers  lor  the  liecoad 
and  third  class  stations  are  not  requiied  for  the  present. 
9xd>  For  every  400  miles  of  line  I  wooUi  suggest  theie  bwiig^* 

One  first  class  bsp«etor,  one  secoiiddw  inspector,  oiwAhtrddaMliwp^  the 
two  latter  to  be  under  tlie  immediate  orders  of  the  former.  Besides  these,  there  should 
b«  an  artificer  or  an  assistant  .u  iific^r  (European  or  )*iast  Iridi.in ;  I  have  no  opimua  of 
nativPS  for  these  situuiions)  lor  every  70  «r  80  miles  of  line  ;  tlieir  bead  quarters  DOtn^  SB 
a  general  rule,  sitnatt  d  luidwuy  between  two  telegraph  stations.  Weie  testin:;  in«trumentB 
supplied  to  tljLiif  suburd^u^le^,  the  best  results  would,  I  am  sure,  ensue.  I  am  decidedly  of 
opinion  that  Europenn  anJ  East  Indian  arlificeis  cannot  hv  dispensed  'with  in  my  circle 
withoat  detriment  to  tlie  interests  of  GoTernmeDt  and  tbe  fwbliiv  i  l»a«e  ou  'loraMr 
occasions  pointed  out  the  many  natural  drffieahias  fine  aflwen  in  tbia  elfcle  have  «o 
encoiH'iti  r.  These  ure  — no  roads»  Of  wiy  baid  onei,  deoBa  juogla*,  laigo  rivera^  aal 
numerous  imbridged  streams. 

4tb.  I  think  it  very  denrable  to  have  foot  patrols;  these  should  be  posted  at  every  lOtb 
or  ir>th  nii!e,  aceonliiiix  to  the  r;aUire-of  the  country  throuoli  which  the  lines  pass.  Mounted 
men  wouhi  be  ut  Iktlc  or  uu  u.^'U  v\batever  for  txvc  munths  out  of  every  12->-lbr  the  suiue 
reasons  that  artificers  ciinnot  be  dispensed  xMtb.  I  may  remark  that  foot  patrols,  when 
properly  looked  after  by  the  inspectors  and  artificers,  do  tbeir  work  well,  regularly,  and,  X 
may  add  from  personal  experience,  satisfkctorily. 

Oth.  The  number  of  signallers  re(]iiired  for  my  several  offices  is  as  follows  : — 


Hyderabad 
N  Hgpore  - 


10 


Jubbolpore 
Mirzapore 


6 
o 


The  lust  tiaiiicil  shiiuld  have  eiirht  hands  when  the  cable  across  the  "  Gaii'^es"  is  at  &al^ 
as  is  lilt:  c.ist  now, — owing  to  which  a  temporary  office  has  h  id  to  be  opened — 

Knrnool  •  »  »  ■  4  |  Beonee  •  •  ■  •  4 
Chaiida    -      -  ,    4       [       Rawah    -   .  -      -      -  4 

Wnrrungiill  and  Chinnoor  three  a  piece.  An  extra  hand  at  tlieae  two  oflloes  should  be 
allowed  during  the  roins.  In  the  fotegoing  distribution  of  signallei-s  I  have  not  allowed 
for  casiudiies,  such  as  sicknes--,  notice  to  leave  tbe  departnuuit,  removals,  leAve  of  absence, 
•Dd  death. 

6th.  Tbe  rates  of  salary  for  si<rnallerfl,  as  proposed  in  yotir  letter  ander  reply*  are  libend^ 
and  I  have  nothing  to  suggest  on  this  head. 

Ttli.  1  have  always  been  nl  opinion  that  the  term  asuistant  for  tbe  oflScers  in  charge  of 
tdegraph  stHtions  is  the  most  appropriate  that  can  be  used,  if  it  ia  necrsaary  to  change 
theaesi^iiiuioti,  1  bes  to  suggest  the  term  "officer  in  chni^."  I  think  no  one  coold 
reasoriiilil  V  olje*  t  to  it. 

8tb.  The  number  of  peons  and  other  office  servants  employed  at  the  different  signal 
elatbns  is  all  that  is  neeaed ;  but  no  fiirtber  redaclian  on  thia  head  caa  be  made  with 
niety. 

In  conclusion — ns  vciy  view=;  f^n  not  ncord  with  votir?  on  several  important  points  at 
issue — 1  trust  you  will  uul  charge  me  with  presumption  lu  having  expressed  my  sentiments 
clearly.  Beliere  me,  I  have  hcen  ii  fluenced  by  no  personal  motives  in  wliat  I  h»ve  written 
and  sngcested ;  mv  whole  and  sole  desire  bdng  to  see  our  telegraph  prosper,  and  enjoy  tbe 
confidence  of  liie  Government  and  the  public 
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From  Cr.  H,  J.  SmUh^  Esq.,  Deputy  Sttpcrinlendeot  of  Tele^rajjlis,  Dacca  and  Amcan      j|pn  s. 
Circle,  to  Colunel  C.  Dwt$la$,  Director  General  of  Tekgrapha  in  India,  No.  168,  dated  — 

the  6Lh  June  lani. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  reply  to  your  letter  No.  04,  dated  11th  uitiino. 

Aa  rejTiirds  the  neceflfcity  o>  iip^Miinting  an  a'<»iHtai)t  deputy  supcFinteiidaot  to  each  circle, 
I  iU>  -  '  *liiiik  th      can  t.e  tlie  slightest  d  Mibt  on  the  following  y round 8 : — 

111  the  t'vt'iit  ol'  llio  deputy  being  at  any  time  coiiipellfd  to  pnicecd  to  any  distant  point 
of  the  circle,  tliere  will  always  be  a  rasponsible  officer  available  to  carry  on  the  work. 

FroiM  the  tliorou^ii  local  koowledge  poaawaed  by  each  afinistant  deputy  of  the  circle  and 
all  in  it^,  he  is  enabled  to  check  expenditure,  and  know  exactly  u|)on  whom  to  attach  blame 
In  the  event  of  the  officfs  or  liiu?  ucrkintr  badly. 

In  rpcomniendin<!  the  appnintment  of  assistant  deputy  Buueriat«^deat  to  eucb  cirde,  I 
respecthilly  beg  to  »>t!ite  tiiat  their  appointment  slionid  have  a  nighw  object  than  merely  to 
iclieve  the  t'pputy  of  the  drudtjerv  of  office  work. 

1  would  tlfiCribe  llieir  chitirs  ns  follows  :— 

1st.  Ti.at  tlie  circle  be  cquaily  divided  beuveen  liie  dujjuty  and  his  ngsistant.  That 
their  head  f^uartera  iie  fixed  in  the  centre  of  their  division,  which  should  be  the  deputy's 
head  quarters.  Ihus  in  my  circle  niy  oiiice  would  be  at  Chittagongs  und  my  assistant's  at 
l>aeGa. 

2d.  1  hut  all  subtirdinat<2  officers  under  the  assistant  deputy  should  submit  tfi«ir  aocoonts, 

Utters,  kc,  to  bim  direct. 

8d.  The  :icct>(itng  are  simply  to  he  checked,  registered,  and  forwarded  on  to  the  defnity. 
LettrTs  will'  h  tl  I-  ii8ai«tant  den'itv  catiimt  di-pnst'  of,  als)  >Ii(nild  b  ■  ]),l^-ed  on  to  bead 
quarier:*  vvilu  a  d  jcVet  In  the  event  of  the  deputy  uupennteudent  leavir.g  at  a;iy  time,  the 
•ssi«taiit  deputy  could  sliift  to  head-qnarters  with  very  little  inoonveoieoce,  haying  but  W 
records  to  move. 

Bdative  to  the  2d  question,  as  lo  the  advisability  or  otherwise  of  appoioting  a  deputy 
aaaiatnnt  to  each  office,  I  wiH  answer  fatly  when  I  come  to  the  qnastiim  aboui  aigmUliBM 
.generally. 

Quesiion  3 — On  thesubjf'it  of  ofilce  xllowance,  I  Ixi;  to  nply  as  follows: — For  the  class 
of  uteu  wo  have  generally  in  our  odices,  1  Liiink  the  present  r(>tc  of  office  allowani  e  vt  ry 
liberal;  but  il'  it  is  intended  to  T>ut  the  establisl  ment  on  a  more  respectable  looting  by  the 

employment  of  ■^eotli  n.rn  ns  cfficc  nian3L:;rr?,  I  lliii>k  few  would  care  to  undertake  the 
reS|Jon&ibilily  oi  au  uli  cc  fur  iIO  ur  ;>(j  ruptcd  pci  luoiith.  100  (ono  hundred)  rupees  would 
not  be  too  much  for  a  large  office,  and  60  or  76  for  uiiimporta'<t  ones. 

Quesiion  4 — Nnniber  and  grade  of  inspectors  required  for  the  cnnscrvavcy  of  tlic  lines. 

J  agree  with  you  in  tluuking  that  natire  artificers,  subordinate  to  i%t  aiid  2d  class  in- 
spectors, are  necessary  for  line  duiy  ;  but  I  am  in  duubi  about  the  entire  aboliahment  of  the 
patrol  system. 

1  will  stale  niy  reasoiis  for  it.    Our  offices  are  on  tbe  aieragc  100  miles. 

In  the  event  of  the  line  breaking  midway,  <ir  anyihin^  liku-  it,  each  native  artificer  will 
have  to  ride,  walk,  or  boat  50  miles.  With  ilie  oii^erabfe  race  we  have  here,  this  would  he 
con&idercd  a  feat  if  done  in  two  day?. 

On  di-covrry  of  thr-  bieak,  the  artificer  certainly  could  coimcrl  flic  line  with  copper  wire, 
but  it  would  tuke  some  time  before  he  could  collect  coolies  (or  rather  ryots,  fur  coolies  there 
are  none)  to  repair  it. 

The  i'  tr.  1^  if  li  ■  <^0(  s  .  V(  r  Ins  beat  but  once  in  24  hours,  will  =er  the  broken  line,  and  be 
able  to  join  over,  ami  from  being  a  resident  in  that  part  of  the  country,  can  obtain  usui^tance 
cariier  to  effect  permanent  repairs. 

I  am  aware  that  the  presfnt  n;ctli<jd  of  iiatriiliin^'  is  faulty — it  is  not  ihefiuiltof  the 
system,  but  the  apathy  of  the  oflict  i  s  cuirustcd  wi>li  canying  it  out. 

1st.— The  complaint  is  generally  that  the  men  do  not  patrol  the  line  daily, 
and.— That  many  absent  themselves  from  their  beats  for  days  together,  Im. 

\Viili  .1  '.mart  natiM^  overseer  to  lonk  after  ihem  pcrtfonally  once  u  iiionth,and  an  inspector 
to  look  after  tltc  overseer,  this  stute  of  tb^u^  would  soon  be  remedied. 

I  would  more  particnldrlv  emptoy  the  native  artificer  in  keeping  the  tine  in  ovde^  as  (Im 
patrols  are  not  to  be  tatstcrl  in  this  nidtter,  as  thcy  are  iwone  to  show  their  Sifal  hy  imming 

up  heavy  bills  iii<  luldy  on  tins  account. 

With  reference  to  your  remarks  on  the  nomcnclatare  of  the  'various  grades  in  the 
department,  and  the  scale  of  pay  for  signallers,  I  respectfully  concur  with  you  with  tliis 
exception — I  think  for  the  title  "Telegraph  Waster"  "  Manager  in  charge"  vvould  be  more 
anplK  iiiii'us. 

The  classification  ndghl  be  as  follows: — 

Manager  in  charge     -  -  -  -  -  Us,    120  1 

Aiisistant  in  charge     *  .  «  .  »  JOO  J>  istGnmpi 

Head  Signaller  so  .1 

1st  CIbbb  Signaller,  1st  Grade  -  -  •  „      70  l 

Ditto       -       2d  „  -  -  -  „      60  I  2d  Group. 

Ditto       -       3d  M  -  -  •  „      dO  i 
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App.  No. «.  Sd  Glus  Signaller,  1st  Grade     -      -      -   Jti.  M 


I  uiais  EMgnuier,  1st  Urade  -      -      -   Bm.  W\ 

Ditto       •      2d     „  -     -     -    „      40  I  3d  Gnrap. 

Ditto         -3d„  ---„35j 

3d  Class  Signaller,  Ut  Grade  -      -      -     «.      90  1 

Ditto        -      2d    ^  -      -      -    „      S6  >  4Ui  Group. 

Ditto      -     sd    „  -     -     -    t  mJ 

The  other  iofomiation,  called  for  ia-yonr  letter  ander  reply,  trill  be  fbmid  in  the  aoe«ii> 
paoying  tabular  statements. 


From  //.  Man,  Esquire,  Deputy  Supcrintendoit  of  Telegraph  in  Scinde,  to  Lieutenant- 
Oiloiiel  C  DougUu,  Officiating  Director  General  of  Xel^raphs  in  India;  dOS,  dated 
Kuirachee,  the  Ath  June  1B61. 

I  tbe  liononr  to  acltnowledge  tbe  receipt  of  your  Ifo.  86  of  11th  May,  and  to 

fbnrard  my  opinion  on  the  various  subjects  therein  mentioned. 

Ist.  An  assistant  drputy  would  be  a  grcut  as-istance  to  the  deputy,  particularly  if  lie 
was  well  versed  in  accounts ;  at  present  the  deputy's  time  is  fully  taken  up  in  bis  office. 

Sd.  In  1st  dass  odices  a  deputy  assistant  would  be  of  great  eerviee.  I  do  not  eonsidsr 
Ihc  appointment  rcfjui-^ilL-  in  nniiDr  c  flices. 

ad.  I  cuubider  &u  rupees  nilice  alltmance  for  1st  class  ofHces,  and  rupees  for  2d  class 
offices,  sufficient— (the  present  rate);  tbe  deputy  assistant  for  «  1st  clew  offioe  shoiild 
receive  20  rupees. 

4th.  Two  1st  class  inspectors,  two  Sd  class,  and  four  Sd  etass  are  required  fbr  Ibis 
circle. 

6th.  Ten  native  artificers  wanted,  to  be  on  duty  at  the  offices—  these  men  to  be  allowed 
camels  or  hor&es,  as  at  prci^ent  in  Scinde  circle. 

Bth.  I  consider  it  advisable  to  Imve  at  Irnst  tsvo  European  artificers,  (unless  the  grade  of 
ad  cluis  iu&pectors  is  kept  on);  these  men  having  been,  I  presume, promoted  from  the  grade 
of  artificers,  should  be  well  acquainted  with  line  work  in  case  of  any  emergency. 

7th.  In  consequence  of  the  line  in  Scinde  circle  passing  ow  n  eonitiderable  distance  of 
Runn,  it  is  necessary,  for  this  seastin  at  least,  that  Id  hor<e  or  cbdmI  patoola  be  kept  on, 
especially  for  tlic  If^cl  districts,  if  during'  iliis  scnsnn  the  line  stands  after  I  he  lepuin  are 
execut(d,  this  number  of  guaids  can  be  much  decreased. 

8  th.  Tbe  following  is  the  report  of  number  of  signallers  required  at  each  office  in  Scinde 
circle:-* 

Signallers.  Probationers. 
Kurracbee  •      4      •      •  S 
Kotree      >      S      •      •  1 
Hyderabad-      0      •      •  8 

Tarooshah  -  1  -  -  1 
Stikkur      -       3       -       -  2 

9th.  Writers  are  not  employed  in  telegraph  offices  in  this  circle ;  the  present  establiab* 
ment  is  quite  sufficient  of  other  servants,  as  also  the  pay. 

lOtb.  1  beg  to  suggest  the  following  designations  for  the  offices  of  the  department : — 

rSuperintetident      ...  Circles  (now  Deputy  SupdL), 
I                 '  De|iuty  Superintendent 

•       "i  Inspectors      ...  -  1st,  2d,  3d  aass. 

*  Artificers      -      -      .  -  All  Natives. 

f  Message       -      -      -  -  Controller. 
Offices-      -<As$  stint 

[Sigiiailtrs      -      -      -  -  Ist,  2nd,  3d  Class. 

Remarks. — I  believe  in  many  instances  2d  class  inspectors  have  been  promoted  without 
having  any  knowledge  of  line  duties.  On  this  account  1  have  recunimendcil  the  3d  cUut 
inspectors  bcinji  kept  on,  iTovided  they  are  promoted  froiii  ih'j  grade  of  artificers. 

Line  guards  have  been  some  time  dispensed  with  in  Scinde,  except  in  the  Kami — the 
system  mis  been  to  keep  camels  at  each  office  ready  to  start  out  on  interru])tii)n  being 
reported. 

When  the  lines  pass  through  a  very  bud  country,  I  think  testing  houses  should  be  erected 
at  each,  60  to  100  miles  or  about — by  stationing  a  mounted  guard,  with*  3d  dass  inspector, 
signaller,  or  probationer,  on  duly  to  tc:i»t  the  hne  at  certain  periods,  cause  of  interruption 
would  be  soon  ascertained  and  remedied.  Ibis  plan  has  been  adoj^ted  in  the  Runn  between 
Bttddeenn  and  Nug.  Paricur  and  Deesa,  and  will  be  fully  tested  th»  sessoQ. 

Signal  Branch.— In  Scinde  provisions  are  v(>ry  lilgh,  and  the  S^;iulleiS  an  disadran- 
tagMUsly  placed  with  regard  to  other  circles  on  the  same  pay. 
The  rates  quoted  by  you  are,  I  believe,  sufficient  to  induce  respectable  bands  to  join — the 

difference  between  the  2(1  and  3d  claR?  pay  to  signallers  (say  fiO  and  50  rupees)  nhouM, 
1  consider,  be  given  with  regard  to  seniority  and  due  capability  on  the  part  of  thoac  now 
aerring* 


Signallers.  Prol^tioners. 

Slnk:(rpore  -       1       -  -      i  • 

Jacobabad  -      2      «  -  i 

Kusindre   -      3      •  •  1 

Buddeena  -       2       -  -  1 

Nti«r.  Parkur      S       -  -  1 
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From  Major  C.  Douglas,  Officiating  Director  General  of  Telegraphs  in  India,  to  the       j^^p^  jj^ 

Officiiiting  Depu^  buperinuuident  of  Tei^upbs  in  BtngiUf  uud  the  Deputies  of  all  other  _^  

Circles,  ISo.     dated  the  llth  May  1B61. 

Qoyvanasm  \ix<nn% called  upon  me  to  prepare  a  aehfldale  hiving ininew  Aa  BxiuroQ t» 

penoanenl  <-cali  tlic  esiublisliinent  of  all  grades  in  this  departmoity  I  iluU  be  glad  of  vonr 
confidential  opiniun  on  tito  following  points  : 

1.  The  necessity  of  apptjinting  iin  assistant  Heputy  saperiotendent  to  each  deputy  super- 
intendent who  might  relieve  ihu  deputy  of  much  of  the  drudgery  of  hti  office  wmIc,  atid 
allow  luni  more  time  to  devote  to  bis  lines. 

2.  ih(j  advisability  of  appointing  a  deputy  assistant  m  each  ollice  to  insure  the  presence 
of  either  the  assistant  or  his  deputy  constantly  in  the  signal-room. 

8.  The  amount  of  office  allowance  for  the  a^siataot  and  his  deputy  you  consider  would  be 
a  suffident  indncenient  to  assistant  and  others  to  hold  such  appointments. 

4.  The  number  and  grade  of  inspectors  yon  oonsider  necessary  for  the  oonaervanqr  of  tfie 
lines  in  your  circle. 

1^.  The  number  of  artificers  you  consider  necessary  in  your  circle*  stating  whether  NatiTe 

or  European. 

6.  W  hether  you  are  i  f  opinion  that  any  incuuveiiituce  would  result  from  abolishing 
entirely  the  grade  of  European  artificers. 

7. 1  be  number  of  line  guards  and  patrols  you  consider  necessary,  and  whether  ihey 
nnghi  not  he  entirely  dispensed  with  by  liaving  good  natiye  artificers  posted  at  every 
office. 

P.  The  number  of  signalltis  you  consider  nece««ary  for  the  efBcient  workiae  of  your 
offices,  detailing  these  separutely,  s^ivini;  ihe  number  of  signallers  necessary  for  eacn. 
D.  The  same  wiih  legurd  to  writers  and  office  servants,  and  their  scale  of  pay. 
10.  A  convenient  classification  of  the  vunous  grades  in  the  department. 

Jieiinirks  on  the  above. 

4.  It  nppears  to  me  that  ist  and  id  cla&s  iusptctors  with  native  artificers  are  alone 
necessary  for  line  duties. 

6,  X  consider  that  European  artificers  might  with  advantage  be  dispensed  with.  The  real 
Tfoiking  man  on  the  lines  is  the  native,  and  the  soperiutendenoe  of  his  work  would  be  better 
in  the  liancb  of  ii^spectors.  Tlie-  stini  allowed  to  European  artifioers  IS  ttot  safflcientto  secure 
the  service  of  respectable  men  tor  these  appointments. 

7.  I  am  very  doubtful  of  the  desiiability  of  entertaining  line  guards  and  patrols.  If 
the  repairs  and  working  ci)iidi:Ion  of  the  lint;  are  cfBciently  controlled  Ij\  iIk  in>-pec!tor  in 
charge,  it  appears  to  nie  there  is  iiotidui;  to  appreheud  from  niterruplion  butilie  breaking  of 
the  hne  or  posts  by  some  sudden  accident.  In  such  cases  the  interruption  is  immediately 
known  at  both  stations  between  which  it basL occurred;  and  if  at  these  stations  a  native 
artificer  was  placed  under  the  orders  of  the  office  assistant  with  the  means  9t  proceeding 
out  on  the  line  at  anv  ninmrnt,  I  am  of  opinion  that  communication  would  be  restored  niore 
rapidly  than  by  the  agency  of  line  guards  who  can  know  nothing  ot  these  occurrences ;  they 
pass  the  scene  of  the  misehief*  and  even  then  it  appears  dottbmd  whether  they  would  M 
able  to  repair  it. 

10.  My  own  idea  of  the  classification  is  as  follows: 
Deputy  superintendent  one  per  circle. 
Assistant  deputy  80|jeriotendeot  one  per  cinde. 
1st  and  Sd  dass  fampector  in  sdEcnmt  uunhen  for  Un«  duty  only. 

Bates  of  pay  as  follows^  exdustva  of  offioe  a&owanee  for  Bnropeaiis  and  East  Indians, 
and  half  these  rates  for  natives : 

120  70  4ft  80 

100  60  40  n 

80  50  35  20 

It  setuis  dc&irable  tbal  these  grades  should  be  bruken  up  into  groups  of  2,  3,  or  -1  each 
group,  characterised  by  a  distinctive  appellulion,~thus  assuming  the  groups  to  be  of  four  in 
number,  the  first  noup  might  be  termed  office  assistants,  or  "  Telwtaph  Masters,"  being  of 
the  1st,  2(1,  and  Sd  class,  and  it  is  intended  dut  these  classes  shooU  Hold  by  right  the  (mief 

or  snbordinalf:  cbarje  ofofTices. 

Tiic  2d  group  might  be  termed  "  Head  Signallers,"  and  the  drd  group,  "  Signallers,"  and 
the  4th  group  **  Probationers,"  each  group  having  three  clasees. 

1  am  by  no  means  sati-f:^-^  ^vith  the  convenience  of  ihv>o  r;imc5.  It  must  be  borne  in 
mind  the  public  appear  to  nave  l>een  always  at  u  loss  for  a  tern»  by  which  to  address  the 
officers  in  charge  of  a  telegraph  office,  messages  for  despatch  are  frequently  addressed  to  the 
"  Superintendent,"  to  the  "  Deputy  buperinteodent,"  to  the  "  Manager,  or  the  *'  Chief 
Clerk,''  to  the  Clerk  in  charge/'  to  the  **  Gentleman  in  charge,"  to  the  ''Signaller  in 
charge,"  to  the  "  Baboo  in  chari^e,*'  to  the  person  in' charge,  and  it  is  therefore  very  desirable 
that  some  unmistakable  term  should  be  adopted  for  designating  the  head  of  the  signal 
office, — **  Telegraph  Masicr  "  appears  to  me  such  a  term,  the  only  objection  is  its  apparent 
uncouthneb?,  !nit  lU  analogy  with  "  Post  master"  wonldf  I  thiok^  tend  to  lead  to  its  vsndy 
acceptance  and  adoption  by  the  public. 
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Having  in  my  Ni-.  126'3,  dated  tlic  2nilj  .^ugus!,  subniitted  in  uiiLiluil  ie[/Iics  iVoni  the 
vai'iou't  depui^  sup«rialendeois  of  thu  departiu^  ut  to  a  letter  i'roui  n^e,  liaving  rcfierence  to  the 
piopaoed  mnion'of  (stablUmenl,  ii  appears  desirable  tiiat  tliat  letter  should  alao  fotm  an 
aceouipaaimant  to  the  proposed  scheme;  a  eopj  is  now  therefore  lorwarded. 

C.  Dvu^his,  Lieul.  Culuiitl, 
6  September  18(il.  Oflidaliog  Director  Ueiierdl  of  Tekgruphs  in  india. 


BxTaACt  fronn  the  Prcc  edinga  of  the  Government  of  Ind  a,  in  the  Fiaaneial  Departmenc 

(Mo.  14,67d)i  d  ited  lOtli  December  1861. 


ExTft^CT  from  the  Pruct^ediii<r<i  of  the  Govemaieiit  of  India,  in  the  Home  Department 
(Blocmr  Ti  legr.i|jh).  No.  33(i4,  udder  date  the  Ath  November  1881. 

Read  nsjain  Kxir.ict  kum  tho  Procccdinsjs  of  Government  in  the  Fitianci  d  Department, 
No.  5039,  diiied  the  -24th  of  April,  esilini;  fur  a  revised  schedule  of  the  estahlishincot  of 

the  Elc(  trie  Telemtiph  I)r|i:iiiini  nt. 

Read  again  letter  lo  the  Ofliiialing  Director  General  of  Electric  Telegraphs  in  India, 
No.  9-20,  diifed  the  8tli  «>f  May,  on  the  subjei  t. 

Bead  reply  of  ihc  Officiating  Director  Giaeral  of  Telegraphs  in  Iiidia^  Ho,  1263,  dated 
the  20th  nf  Ansust,  an«l  its  accompanimentK. 

Lieut-  r,  nt  C  lonol  Dousxlas'  Report  t-'i'ms  tl>at  ihe  present  ?anctir>ni-'vl  C'^«t  of  the  Tele- 
graph l£»t;ibli&hu)cnt£i  is  ifj.  92,432  ba,  6p.  per  mensem.  This  he  proposes  to  reduce  to 
8?,5'20  rupees',  being  a  savins:  of.  R$.ifiM  4a.  9p.  Tbe  saving  tins  yeur,  however,  it 
is  r>timuted,  will  be  Its.  4,906  6a.  6ji.  as  the  proposed  increase  of  saiaties  v.iU  not  be 
immediate,  but  pr<  gressive. 

The  iiiincipal  (eatures  of  the  Director  GencMl's  sehcnie  are  : 

1.  An  alteration  of  the  present  designatioos  of  the  higher  officer:',  and  »n  increase  to 
their  salaries  and  miiiibfri  in  some  casei>. 

2.  The  abolition  of  the  {^rsde  of  European  artifioen,  the  work  of  cooalniciion  having 

ceastd. 

3.  The  abolition  of  the  Foot  Line  Guards  and  Horse  Patrol^,  and  the  creation  of  a  class 
of  nativr  artificci^,  who  will  vet;ide  at  ihe  offices,  and  be  under  the  immediate  orders  uf  the 

nssi'ttants  in  charge. 

The  alterations  in  the  desiguationa  and  $<darics  proposvJ  by  Lieuteuaut  C  jIoulI  Duuglaa, 
are  afl  folloAg : 

•  Th        suff        ^*  present "  Superintendetiu  of  Divisions,"  drawing  one  a  salary  of  600  rupees 

Mlftri«  dwMm  by  *  tBOnth,  and  the  other  two,  600  riipei's  a  iiionth,  to  be  re|>1aeed  by  three  **  Direciors/*  one 
Military ofiooSi      of  wl!'>m  is  to  receive  1,000  rupees  a  month,  iind  the  <  (li.-;  two,  800  ru[K!es  a  motuh. 

S.  The  ten  "  Dt.puty  Superinteiidcnis  "f  Circles,"  to  be  etyled  in  future  "  Superior 
tendeots,"  and  to  be  increased  to  16,  divided  into  classes  as  follows: 


7?*. 

One  1st  Class  Superintendexit  700 
Two  2d  ditto,  at  800       -       -       -       -       -  1,S00 

Four  ad  ditto,  at  500       -       -       •       -       -  2,000 

Five  4tb  diito,  at  400  -      -      -  2,000 

TbMe  Extra  Superintandenl*,  at  860      .....  i,060 


The  Dircrfor  Gnnond  [:ro|)0-'es  ti>  assigti  to  each  superintendent  of  n  circlrnn  assistant 
superintend*  at  npun  aoo  rupees  per  month.  The  object  of  tbiii  appniiitnient  is  to  admit  of 
either  t).e  6U|icrintenrlrnt  or  his  assistant  constantly  supeitntenduit;  the  arrangi'inents  on 
the  lines.    Lieuteitant  Cohniel  Douo^ias  cmsiders  thi^  uii  important  feature  of  his  scheme. 

8.  The  next  grade  of  superior  officers  is  that  of  inspector,  Thesf  i>ftieers  are  nt  present 
divirieii  into  Imir  classes,  known  as  1st  ela-s  ;  .2(i  cin-is  .\.  ;  2d  ela&s  B. ;  and  3(1  class. 
The  simpler  designations  of  1st  class,  2d  class,  3d  class,  and  4ib  class,  are  proposed. 
The  salaries  of  the  cl«8«es  continue  ns  before,  but  their  pmsttion  is  improved  by  a  re^ja»t- 
mentoMh'  pn  ;<  i  tious  ri>si'_iit  I  to  the  diBTerent  classes,  and  their  number  is  illcrMSed 
from  85  10  100.    The  proposed  changes  iu  this  branch  aie  shown  below: 

Present.  Salary.  Ptopowd. 

17    Isl  Class        -  240    -  -  -  -10   1st  Class. 

12   2d  Class  A.    -  -       «    200    >  .  -  -    30    2d  Class. 

SO  2d  Class  B.-  >      ^leO*  -  •  .40    3d  ClasB. 

3«   3d  Class        -  -       -    100    -  -  -  -    10   4th  Clas-s. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Douglas  suggests  in  bis  ISth  paragraph,  that  the  Director  General 
thoold  be  vested  with  power  to  make  any  promotions  or  ehanaes  below  the  grade  of 

inspfCtnrs  wliici:  ho.  iiMy  eon-iider  n:'L-i'  s:iry  without  seffMTTice  to  Govi  rnment,  provided 
tiiai  tiiey  are  withm  the  sanctioned  limit  ot  expenditure;  and  that  a  copy  of  hu  depart- 
mental orders  may  be  accepted  ss  safficiant  authority  for  such  cbaag^  by  the  Audit 
.DeparttnenL 

lieiAarkt, 
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JBeNorjb.— Th*  Governor  Chnsmt  in  Conncil  i*  of  opininn  tlsftt  the  offiemtmg  DireeUir      App>.No>  «. 

Oet  ernl  Ir-ts  sliown  LTood  groood  for  the  several  changos  which  he  reeoiniuends,  and  that  -  . 

they  may  all  be  safely  adoptod.   It  is  unileiiiU»od  that  »ome  ot  the  rednctioaa  Lave  I'jr  noioi 

tbuB  b«ra  in  progressa.    Hia  GBcdIenry  in  Couucil,  however,  greatly  doubts  whether  the 

salaries  proposed  far  the  three  superintt-ndento  or  direetort,  as  Lieutenuiit  Guloorl  Douglas 

woald  now  <  all  tiiem,  are  sufficient,    lie  tl)iiiks  that  the  two  jnni  .r  i^uperintendeiUs,  eoua- 

mencing  on  790  rupees  a  month,  shouU  receive  in  the  second  ye  n  of  their  appointment, 

and  in  every  following  year,  an  incraue  of  60  rupees  a  mouth  up      1^00  rupees,  which 

should  be  the  maximnm ,  and  that  the  senior  saperinteDdent,  commencing  on  1,000  rupees 

a  month,  shuuki  receive  in  tlie  -econd  year  after  his  appointment  as  senior  snperlntendent, 

and  ill  every  succeeding  year  an  increa»»e  of  100  ru|jee6  a  mouth  up  to  1,50()  rupees. 

The«e  salariej.  as  regards  future  incumbents,  should  he  consolidated  wiihout  reference  to 

milit  iry  rank,  il"  they  are  held  by  officers  of  the  army.   The  Governor  General  in  Council 

has  no  objeciiun  to  vesting  the  JJirecior  General  with  the  authority  proucned  in  the  lUth 

ptngrsph  of  his  letter  in  regard  lo  promotions  in  the  lower  grades  of  the  Bspertmeni. 


Ordbrbv,  that  the  ease  be  referred  to  the  Finendel  Department  for  further  eoosideimtiea 
of  the  proposed  E>tn)dishment»  witli  re&renoe  to  Extract  firoQi  that  Defnrtment,  No^  MOT». 
dated  Uie  24ili  Apni  1861. 


Financial  Department,  Fort  William,  the  lOUi  December  1001. 

RKSOLUTIOff. 

The  Governor  General  in  Council  is  pleased  t»  sanction  all  the  above  proposals. 

€()])>  f  'l  warded  to  the  Home  Department  &r  infomietioo,  and  fiur  the  issue  of  fitrtber 

ntce&baiy  urdi  r». 

Copy  forwarded  also  to  the  Auditor  General  of  Lidia,  in  the  Telegrsph  Department,  £or 
information  and  giudance. 


(No.  169.) 

Forwarded  to  the  Director  General  ofTelegrqiiM  in  India,  with  reference  to  his  letter 
No.  1209,  datud  the  20tb  August  lasU 

By  Order, 

Home  Department,  (signed)      A,  M,  Mtmtmlk, 

10  January  1862.  Under  Secrrtary  te  the  Garwmmi  of  India. 


(Hmne  Department   E l  t     T  1    vf  li  — Kob  6,  of  1865.) 


To  the  Eight  Honourable  Sir  Charles  ffood,  BaiUf  Q.CB*,  Secretary  of  State 

ftir  Ibidia. 

Sir,  Simla,  7  July  1865. 

In  continuntion  of  our  Despatch,  No.  2,  dated  the  6th  October  1864,       have  the 
honour  to  transmit,  for  your  information,  the     Prom  Colonel  Douglaa,  No.  2939,  dated  1st  February  1865,  with  App. 
a<'<-tiini)r\n\  ing  copy  of  reports  submitted  by  A.  tu  F. 

Colonel  Douglas  on  the  defective  working  of     Fiwn  Cotoael  Douglna,  No.  Sfift,  dfttt  i        May  1866,aBdencIoMrc*. 

the    Telegraph    Department,   and   onthe     I"  S^IT' ^T'jj'T' '".'''o      ^I^^^   ^  _ 

,  -  *  .,     ~  .  To  Secretary  to  Govenuuent  of  fiensnl.  Public  Works  Department, 

measures  required  for  promotinrr  its  efficiency.  No.  1930,  datid  20th  June  18G5.  «     P"  ™^ 

together  with  a  oopv  of  our  reply  to  that  Betolation  to  Financial  Department,  Mo.  1037,  dated  28th  Jane  1865. 
effieer,  and  of  the  ouer  <nden  that  we  have    Ba■olutiol^frmFiBaneiBl  Dqpartncat,No.ii7|,datsl8dJsljl8e^ 


iaeaed  on  the  sohjeot. 


We  have,  &c 
(signed)  John 

W.  Maiufield, 

W.  Grey, 

G.  K  Taylor, 


From  TJeutenaut  Colonel  C.  Douglas^  Director  General  of  Telegraphs  in  India,  to 
£.  C.  Bmjley,  Esq.,  Secretaiy  to  the  Govermnwt  of  India  ^Ko.  S939) ;  dated 
1  Fehmary  1865. 

Torx  No.  1344,  of  the  I3th  July,  in  refhrenoe  to  the  many  complaints  of  the  defective 
WorUng  of  the  Telegraph  Department,  invitesmy  attention  to  the  necessity  of  considering 
whether  tliere  are  any  meaeuree  "  which  may  he  Hkely  to  promote  the  practical  efficicnc} 

0.48.  8q4  cf 
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APrSKDIX  TO  REPOBT  FROM  THE 


App.  No.  2:  of  the  Dc]iartnu>nt."  r.ii<rgcst-i,  ill  view  to  that  rcfiult,  flio  alxilition  of  ihc  ^nilc  of  flirectora 
——  and  the  contititutiun  uf  siaalhn-  circlets,  each  coulrulicd  by  a  Buperiutcndcut  on  a  superior 
rate  of  pay,  vested  with  lamer  powers,  and  directly  respou^ible  to  the  Head  of  the  Depart- 
ment t  and  observes  that,  if  in  this,  or  in  any  other  direction,  I  may  deem  it  expedient  to 
pro|)ose  changes  involving  increased  expenditure,  I  will  point  out  whether  such  additional 
expenditure  can  be  met,  either  by  reductions  in  other  dircLtiont^,  or  by  increasing  the  scale 
of  charges  for  the  transmiBuoa  of  mewi^^  Your  letter  further  suggests  a  closer  and 
moie  effectiTB  inperTinoii  over  both  Hm  Ium  and  oflfioea. 

2.  The  wovktag  of  certain  of  die  line*  of  the  Department,  during  the  past  nuns,  has 
been  unsatisfactory,  beyood  my  experience,  of  any  fomev  jear,  Xattribute  thistoihe 

following  causes : 

let  The  inoamplete  state  of  many  of  the  linw. 
Sd.  Defeefive  insolation. 

3d.  An  insaffidentstrenglli  of  the  signalling  establishment. 

3.  Aa  respects  the  firBt-mentioncd  cause,  the  bad  working  was  not  general,  but  was,  as 
a  ni]e»  limited,  either  to  lines  still  temporary,  such  as  those  of  the  Punjab  drcle,  or  to 
tiiose  in  vtudi,  although  the  temporary  supports  had  been  replaced  by  iron  standards,  as 

in  the  case  of  the  Imlorc,  Bombay,  Sciude,  and  Dacca  circles,  tfie  change  had,  nevertheless, 
in  consequence  oi  the  bad  <(nality  of  the  wooden  top-pieces,  oent  from  England  with  these 
posts,  proved  the  rover.-c  of  aii\  mita^eoua  ;  the  risk  W  interruptions  from  breakage  of  the 
fine,  and  of  bad  working  iirom  leuuge  of  currents,  having  both  been  thereby  Jai^ly 

increased. 

4.  Thin  ^vill  lie  better  uudertitoiKl  when  it  lucutioned  that,  ia  these  rc-construetions,  a 
16-icei  in  lengili  ol' generally  sound  and  fairlj'  serviceable  wood  had  been  replaced  by  the 
3i-feet  £ngli«h  wooden  top-pieces  of  the  Hamilton  Standards;  and  that,  along  with  the 
drawback  <»  less  than  one-fourth  of  the  original  insnlatlng  power,  obtainable  from  the  wood 
itself,  there  was  this  furtln  r  drawback,  that,  while  the  original  jiosts  were  >ouiid,  and 
thereiVre,  during  rain,  wet  skin-deep  merely,  the  S^-foet  tops,  which  replaced  them, 
were,  in  consequence  of  their  sponginess  from  TOt^  w«t  to  the  heart.  Where,  nowerer,  the 
Brooke  insulators  had  been  set  up  on  these  rotten  posts,  the  leakage  of  cnrrent  was  usually 
sufficiently  moderate  to  render  work  possible,  with  on  exception  that  will  be  mentioned 
ftat^er  on. 

0.  The  second  of  the  causes  of  the  bad  working,  was  bad  insulation.  Where  the 
ordinary  wooden  posts  in  sound  condition  are  used,  as  on  temporary  lines,  insulation  with 
a  ringle  line  is  not  imperatiTe;  nnd  it  is  rarely  the  ease  that  signalling  Iuib  to  be  entarely 
suspended,  even  during  heavy  rain.  The  signalling  may  be  slow,  it  may  entail  reiielltioa 
at  every  station,  with  the  delayiti  and  errors  which  this  process  gives  rise  to ;  and  it  may 
require  very  large  battery-power  at  one  end  of  4  fine  to  get  a  perceptible  current  throngpi 
to  the  other;  yet  signalling  still  goc«  on.  The  case  i?,  however,  far  otherwise  when  more 
than  one  line  is  carried  ou  iho  suiiic  net  uf  jioats ;  in  such  case,  defective  insulation  leads 
to  cross  leakage,  the  "  sent"  signals  returning  to  the  sending  station  by  the  other  wires, 
and  being  received  at  all  the  other  instruments  in  the  sending  office,  and  vice  vend ;  and 
the  sigaab  along  the  Tsrious  wiree  become  so  entangled  at  die  reeeiirine  station,  as  to 
render  receiving  impossible  through  more  than  one  wire  at  a  time.  Botli  in  Calcutta 
and  Bombay,  tlie  former  having  eight  the  latter  five  wires  on  the  same  supports,  great 
inconvenience  wsa  felt  this  year  from  cross-leakage  from  the  moment  tl:e  rains  had  fairly 
pet  in.  as  only  one  line  could  then  be  worked  at  a  time.  Of  the  lines  radiating  from 
CulculUi,  but  two  were,  from  the  amount  of  business  on  them,  of  aay  great  importance, 
viz.,  that  to  Agra,  and  that  to  Madras ;  but  of  Atwe  Tadialmg  6am  ]&ombay,  there  were 
three  of  great  importance  vis.,  the  line  to  Agra,  and  the  coast  lines  north  and  south  of 
Bombay,  all  as  heavily  worked  as  the  direct  liim  henee  to  Agra,  and  the  iunedinente  to 
work  arising  from  crdw4eaki^  were,  in  proportton,  greater  m  Bombay  than  here. 

6.  The  remedy  for  the  cross-leakage,  arising  from  defective  insulation,  which  was  then 
adopted,  was  two-fold : — The  insulators  had  no  provision  for  kcepinpr  the  surface  of  the 
insulating  material  dry;  and  it  is,  I  may  say,  exclusively  over  tiiis  surface,  and  not 
throiisjli  the  mass  of  insulating  material  that  leaJcagc  takes  place;  it  is  true  that,  as  merely 
the  undcr-fiurlucc  of  the  iusulator  was  exposed,  its  position  might  bo  viewed  a^i  a  sulUcieut 
)roteclion ;  and,  assuming  the  drainage  from  the  lower  edge  of  the  iron  outer-bell  not  to 
>e  diffused  abng  the  insulating  suruce,  which  is  flush  wiui  this  edge,  but  to  £sU  clear  of 
t,  then  this  sumce  might,  nnaer  ordinary  falls  of  rain,  remain  dry ;  but  snch  oonid  not 
je  expected  to  occur  diiring  heavy  rain,  as  tlie  rebound  of  the  rain  from  the  flat  up|>er 
surface  of  the  bracket  would  then  be  sure  to  wet  thoroughly  the  {Kirtiun  of  the  insulating 
enrfsoe  immediately  above  it,  and  dius  the  greater  part  vt  we  insulating  power  would  be 
lost.    In  order,  then,  to  prevent  this,  and  to  ensure  a  zone  of  dry  insulating  material 
between  the  wire  and  the  earth,  under  even  tlie  most  unfavourable  circunistanccii  of 
weather,  the  sulphur  cement  was  removed  to  a  depth  of  one  inch,  both  from  the  space 
between  the  inside  of  the  outer  iron  bell  and  the  ebonite  cup ;  and  from  that,  between  the 
inside  of  this  latter  and  the  surface  of  the  iron  supporting-stalk  of  the  insuktor,  so  as  to 
leave  an  air  space,  acruss  which  escnpe  of  current  would  DC  im]inssible,  and  to  in;crjH)se  a 
surface  Icngtk  of  21  inches  uf  insulating  material  between  the  iron  outer-bcll  and  the 

iron 
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iron  stalk,  *  portion  of  which  surfaea  wm  pretty  certain,  under  the  most  advene  dreim-  App.  No.  s. 
stances,  to  remain  dr]r.    The  diagrams  will  assist  in  explaining  this.    (iSVe  Appendix  A.)   

7,  By  tha  chaiwe  mentioned^  a  materiallj  loi^r  path  had  to  be  traversed  hy  the 
current  ere  it  ooold  pass  from  the  outer-bell  to  the  central  iron  stalk,  and  thcucc  by  the 
iron  ]K)3t  to  earth  ;  and,  wluit  is  of  even  ^.^n  atcr  nirmu  iit,  a  zone  of  dry  iu^iilatiiig  material 
was  ubtatned;  for,  as  the  space  from  which  tlie  sulphur  was  removed,  though  one  inch  in 
depth,  is  but  one-eighth  of  an  inch  wide,  the  ehance  of  Tain  Tweeted  from  the  br»cke<^ 
xeacbing  the  entire  extent  of  the  excavation,  is  very  small  indeed. 

8.  The  poHsibility  of  cross  !>  aka;;o,  under  any  circumstances,  was  prevented  by  the 
^plication  of  a  wire  b(^twet:u  tity  iron  bracket,  which  is  common  to  each  pair  of  insulators^ 
ina  the  upper  end  of  the  iron  standard  which  carries  them.  It  is  clear  that,  under  thui 
arrangement,  the  leakage  of  current,  instead  of  passing  from  each  wire  to  its  neighbour, 
must  all  paed  direct  to  the  earth  i  and  tliat,  consequently,  none  con  pass  out  of  any  one 
wire  to  any  othw  on  the  ssme  post,  itod  inteifwe  with  the  ajgnals  pamng  thrott^  it. 


9.  The  benefit  rcsult'ii'j;  from  these  changes  on  this  side  of  India  was  majxica! ;  all  con- 
fusion of  signals  from  cross  leakage  at  once  ceased,  and  the  necessity  of  limiting  work 
during  bad  weather  to  one  only  of  the  several  irires  occupying  the  same  set  of  posts 
ceased  also,  anil  tlironpflumt  the  rains  tlipre  has  always  been  direct  aiilnmati<'  cnmmunicar 
tion  with  A^jru,  with  inotrumenlal  aid  at  three  intermediate  points  only,  viz.,  Jiurhec, 
Brauures,  and  Cawnpore,  instead  of  at  the  eight  stations  following,  viz.,  Bttidwan,  Ranee> 
gnnge,  Burhec,  Dchree,  Benarc?,  Allahabad,  Cawnpore,  and  Futteghur,  at  which  instm^ 
mental  ud  had,  in  every  previous  rainy  season,  been  found  necessary. 

10.  Had  these  changes  been  as  successful  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bombay  as  on  the 
line  hence  to  Agra,  it  is  more  than  ]iiol)alile  tliat  tlicrc  would  liuve  been  no  expression  of 
public  dissatisfaction  with  the  working  of  the  l>epartmcut  on  Lliat  side  of  India.  It  is 
certain  that  the  work  was  negligently  or  ignorantly  executed ;  and  it  appears  also  certain, 
that  the  sujicrintcudent  took  no  sucli  iK-r.-ionuI  In'urcst  in  thr  nprration,  as  in  an  experi- 
ment of  the  kind  wats  indipjn  naably  ncccs:<ary  uj  t-ussure  a  good  result.  The  director  of  the 
division,  Mr.  Galbraitli.  did  everything  in  his  power,  when  the  failure  of  tiie  cxperiiuent 
proved  it  had  been  carelessly  or  ignorantly  mauo,  to  have  it  better  carried  out ;  but  Mr. 
Golbraith  had  his  owu  work  to  attend  to,  and  had  not  sufficient  time  for  supplementing 
the  sfaort-connngs  of  the  Bombay  superintendent. 

11.  The  third  cniiM'  of  dcfi'ctiv^^  working  was  tlic  in^iifTiciL-nt  strength  of  the  signalling 
establidhmeut,  which  was  more  marked  in  Western  India  than  elsewhere.  This  insuft 
eienoy  has  characteritied  the  Department  almost  from  the  beginning,  and  has  continued 
fliroKLrhoiit  in  spite  nf  the  cflToi  t^  wliIi  h  have  been  made  to  rcndLr  the  service  more  popular. 
Ah  in-.ta'n  cs  of  these  tiluits,  1  may  mention  that  the  pay  of  the  junior  grades  hm  been 
improved,  and  a  special  allowance  has  been  cranted  by  Government  to  th<>  ■^i^niallera 
employed  in  the  expensive  province  of  British  Bunnuh,  as  well  as  to  those  who  have 
to  suffer  the  inctmvenience  of  living  in  temporary  offices  on  the  banks  of  rivers  on 
occasions  of  the  failure  of  the  cables  or  air  . -pans  t  ro-Mn^^  them  ;  and  a  definite  scale  of 
pay  has  been  laid  down.  dei>cnding  on  character  and  length  of  service.  The  treatment 
of  signallers  has  also,  in  many  respects,  been  rendered  more  eonsidemte.  A  limit  has 
been  jilaccd  on  the  powcis  of  KU|jerintondcnt3  to  punish  by  fine,  as  also  on  the  aggre- 
gate of  fine  which  may  be  intlicted  in  any  one  montlu  The  removal  of  signallers  from  the 
neighbourhoods  where  they  were  first  engaged,  or  from  the  <^ces  to  which  they  may  have 
been  first  posted,  except  at  their  own  request,  or  in  consequence  of  departmental  necr-^sity, 
has  been  prohibited,  and  every  latitude  has  been  permitted  for  exchanges  among!«i  them- 
selves.  Copies  of  the  dnmlan  which  effect  signallen  are  given  es  Appendix  B. 

12.  That  r-omo  satisfaction  hu8  been  felt  hy  the  sirriiallcrs  from  these  and  other  changes 
may  be  assumed  from  the  absence  of  the  oomnlaints  in  tlie  newspa^rs,  at  one  time  so 
frequently  made  by  tliis  class.  Nevertheless,  although  a  general  pcrmusion  has  been  given 
to  train  in  every  oiTicc  where  a  probatiouer  can  be  obtained,  .-omc  difficulty  a?  respecte 
uumbcni  still  exists,  and  the  establishment  of  signallers  is  «tiil  below  the  requirements  of 
the  Deportment.  Along  with  the  difficulty  experienced  in  obtaining  lit  lads  as  probationers, 
there  is  also  a  difficulty  in  retaining  their  services  when  they  have  become  qualified  for 
the  post  of  assistant  or  deputy  in  charge  of  an  office.  The  extent  to  which  this  difficulty 
is  felt  in  the  Bengal  Cirt  hi'  may  be  judged  of  from  the  circumstance  that,  whereas  in  1862 
the  average  pay  of  the  signallers  of  that  circle  was  Jit,  49.  12.  X.  each,  it  was  in  1864 

Jls.40.  15.  6.  only  eadl.    {See  A|.pendix  C.) 

13.  As  no  change  in  the  proportioning  of  salary  to  departmental  standing  had  inter* 

mediately  been  made,  it  is  clear  tliat  this  decrease  in  the  average  of  salaries  dtie  solely 
to  a  lower  average  of  dc[)artmental  service  ;  arising,  to  a  material  extent,  from  the  volun- 
tary resignation  of  many  of  our  most  valuable  bauds,  of  from  four  to  five  years'  service, 
for  the  purpose  of  entering  better  paid  service  elsewhere ;  and  it  is  to  the  retention  of  this 
clvms  of  signallers  that  efl'orts  should  be  directed.  "Were  the  difficulty  felt  equally  through- 
out the  Department,  the  jirojier  and  sufficient  remedy  would  be  a  general  increa.-e  of  pay, 
but  it  is  not  so ;  the  difficulty  seems  limited  to  the  Bombay,  Puiyab,  and  Dacca  Circles, 
to  the  main  line  hence  to  Bomtiey,  and  to  the  local  lines  in  the  neighbonrhood  of  Bombay 
and  Calcutta,  and  woidd  not  a])|icar  to  be  much  felt  in  Southern  India,  or  to  Ka5t  Cr)ast, 
or  in  Pegu.  Some  increase  ot  pay  to  the  sigDoiliog  grades  throughout  the  Department 
a43.  3B  wUl 
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App^No.  3.  viU  fa«  rManttBended,  but  wlat  would  suffice  in  this  direction  would,  I  fear,  be  inadequate 
to  meet  Ae  partial  diffionky  I  have  mentioned ;  and  some  special  allowance  sliould,  there- 
fort',  be  ;Lri";ii»lL'(l,  pfrliujiH  in  tlie  n.nn  of  a  niuiii  Hiu!  allowauce,  to  8igi);illcrs  ciiijiloycd  on 
the  more  heavily  worked  main  lines,  as  a  compensation  ibr  the  extra  labour  required  on 
such  Ibcs,  and  for  ihe  dcill  in  nsm^bfr  wMdt  tiinr  effident  ikmaiid&   By  thew 

means,  and  liy  '^-mt  r.fan  allowance,  as  ?^lf:_^o^:te(!  in  my  Annual  Uejwrt  for  IM*?!,  to 
the  eiguallers  who  may  as^i^t  in  the  charge  of  oHices  open  for  continuous  day  and  night 
serriee,  tiie  sennces  of  the  Taluable  daw  above  refertea  to  -would  probaUj  be  Tetuned. 

14.  Tliough  not  enumenitt'd  as  one  of  the  cuiisi  .<  tn  wliich  I  attrnnitc  tlic  ncont  bad 
working  of  the  Dej>artnieiit,  I  think  that  a  generally  insufficient  scale  of  pay  in  the  higher 
gndei»  not  co  decidedly  present  as  poat,  is  not  entirely  innocent  of  tbe  result  The 
Dejiartment  has  been  stinted  throughmit.  not  >o  inuch  a.-*  respects  the  mcti  nt  ))r<  fent  in  it, 
but  Ho  n  Department.  And  I  may  Uifniion  iliai  uut  of  tlie  70  pentleuicn  uiipoiuu-d  to  it 
in  England  in  18a7,  only  26  now  remain,  live  having  died,  six  having  been  dtrimisscd,  and 
33  having  resigned,  either  to  return  to  Jiingland  or  to  join  other  aiipointinenta  in  thie 
oonntiy* 

15.  The  result  of  this  early  ecom  i ay  1i  been  to  load  the  inBpecting  grades  with  verv 
inferior  men  ;  and  at  fhij*  moment  there  h  no  one  in  the  grade  ol  First  Inspector  of  such 
mark  or  promise  us  to  encourage  me  to  recommend  liim  to  Government  for  promotion  to 
the  rank  of  a.'^si-iaiit  -ujierintendcnt.  The  men  in  question,  with  perhapn  twn  it  tiiroe 
exceptions*  know  that  they  have  no  chance  of  promotion,  and  they  are  a  barrier  iu  the  way 
of  an  improved  establishment  of  inspectors,  which  probably  death  or  pension  will  alone 
TcmoM'.  The  arrangement  for  recruiting  the  liiglior  :;riL<lo-  A  'in  Eii;/land  will  bear  good 
fruit  iu  time  ;  but  if  tlie  supply  is  to  continue,  llie  induccmeutd  to  join  the  Department, 
both  imnic<Iiate  and  proepeeiive,  mast  not  be  lees  than  dioee  presented  by  the  Police  and 
the  Pul^lic  Workf  Pr'T>artincnts. 

16.  It  will,  therefore,  be  necessary  to  raise  the  scale  of  pay  throughout  the  higher  ranks 
generally.   These  increases,  however,  having  for  their  olfgect  ihe  eneouragrement  of  a 

superior  rlap-  of  men,  it  would  be  unncccik^ary  tliat  they  should  iifTrrt  siny  tif  those  in- 
spectors who  liavc  already  risen  as  high  ub  their  education,  or  cliaructcr,  or  departmental 
utility  warrants ;  and,  in  consequence,  tbe  increase  iu  thrive  |rnidcs  should  be  conditional, 
on  a  certain  test  of  qualification  being  satisfied.  The  details  of  the  proposed  increases 
will  be  given  in  the  Proposition  Statement,  Appendix  D. 

17.  As  respects  the  remedies  for  the  defects  to  which  I  charj^'c  the  rictut  bad  worldog, 
the  first  of  llifsc,  namely,  the  incoinjilcte  «tntc  of  many  of  tlic  li  i  viil  lic  remedied 
during  the  present  working  acaeon.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  pnucipai  recouatructioas 
Deoeflsary,  mI  of  which  are  in  progress  t — 

J^auab  Cit'reb. 

Mile*. 


Unritsnr  to  Peehawor    -------  305 

Sawvl  Pindce  to  !\Iurree  41 
Meerut  to  Hajpore  -------      -  120 

BoorJcee  to  Hiirdwar  .-.-.-.19 

JSidisns  Clre&. 

Tndorc  to  Bhoreghur  100 
Pachora  to  Muxee  --.-•-•-50 

Central  India  Circle. 

Beizwara  to  Hvdendiad  -------  167 

Hyderabad  tn  Kamptce    -------  425 

Jienarcs  to  He  wall  (a  part)      ------  25 

Eatt  Coast  Circle 
Dowlwehwamm  to  Coeonada   ------  32 

Jcllascirc  to  Ij:illM>i(irc       -------  80 

Berhampore  to  Iteizwara  (a  part)     -----  150 

Bombay  Circle. 

Bombay  to  Broaoh  (a  part)     ------  20 

Poona  to  Sattara    -      --      --      --  -64 

Sattara  to  Mahableshwar  -------30 

Poona  to  Ahmi'dnug^r  -------73 

Sattara  to  Bcllary  ----      -      -  --344 

Belgaum  to  Vingorta      -      --      --      --  59 

Madnu  Otrefc. 

Calient  to  Kelaperamba  -------  100 

Sand  Circle. 

liajuupore  to  Kusmf>rc     -       --       --  --65 

Kusmore  to  .Jucobalmd  (a  part)        -       -       -       •       -  10 
Taroofiha  to  Hyderabad  (a  part)       -----  40 

Hyderabad  to  Buddeena  (a  part)     -----  50 

Buddeena  to  Deesa  -------      -  256 

18.  I  hm 


Digitized  by  Gopgle 


SBtscT  coMxiTTBii  ow  HAST  mDiA  coaonTViOATioira. 


477 


18.  I  hsve  mentioned  that  ahhongh  certain  lines  had  been  ftmiishecl  irHli  HRii&ltoa*li  Noi»s« 

J  Btantlnrd?,  nv(\  won?,  therefore,  ulint      termed  "  pcnnniuMit,"  nc  vcrthtlo?s.  in  conse-  ■ 
quenco  of  the  rotten  state  of  the  English  top-pieces,  such  lines  were  iu  reality  in  a  mach 
more  insecure  conditibn  than  thoee  tnej  leplaeed.    But  as  all  that  is  neces^ry  to  render 
this  class  of  line  pennaaent  is"  a  rhauge  uf  ti>ivi)ieccrt,  of  wliich  there  it*  an  abundant 
|BOTiflkm  available  at  the  working  jKjints,  no  anxiety  need  be  entertained  on  their  account. 

Ift.  The  second  cause  of  bad  iroMng,  namely,  defectiTe  insulation,  will  similarly  be 
remediei^l  imdor  the  sanction  lately  accorded  by  tbe  Government  to  tlie  employment  of 
Captain  Alallock  in  providing  inHulat4>ri9.  Captain  Mallock  is  well  aware  ol  my  views 
on  the  rery  important  subject  of  insnlation.  He  is  aware  of  tiie  defects  of  the  uunlaton 
lilthfrtii  ill  use,  uti'l  b;i.<  licni  furnished  wifb  :i  Ji-t  of  tlb'  coiMlitinns  wliich  anv  iiisulatop 
intcjuk-d  fur  our  liuUan  lines  must  meet;  but  previous  to  detailing  these  conditions  it 
will  be  well  to  point  out  the  d^ects  windi  the  Brooke  pattem  of  &aeket  ud  mwilaioir 
has  been  found  to  poshes*- 

20.  Both  bracket  and  in.sulator  are  tot>  weak,  and  great  numbers  were  broken  through 
rough  treatment  on  being  first  put  up ;  with  a  little  experiettoe»  however,  the  neccesitr 

ofcarowns  lenrnt.  ami  f!!cso  "  construt  tii ^u  fraetures  cca«icd,  but  neither  bracket  nor 
iusuiator  are  well  adaprcil  to  their  work.  Their  breaking  strenjrihs  are  3  cwt,,  and 
5|  cwt.,  respectively ;  wheren?  the  breaking  strength,  m  r;  sJ^ary  ti'  lia\  e  uited  them  fof 
empIoTinent  oa  our  lines,  should  not  have  been  lees  than  7i  cw't.,  that  bcini^  the  breaking 
strain  of  the  Horoilton^s  f  standard-^  ;  and,  as  has  already  l)een  raenttooed,  no  provistm 
exist«  in  tbe  liracket  against  the  ^ll^:l.-bi'l-■  r.f  rain  fnnn  it-  surfnce  into  the  insulator,  SOr 
in  the  insulator  itself,  for  yccuri:iLr  h  zone  of  dry  insulann;.:  ?-urth<  (», 

21.  The  conditions  to  which  1  have  referred  thoiie  indi:<pensable  with  the  brackets 
and  ini^ulatnr.^,  which  Captain  Malloek  will  provide,  are,  an  rcfpects  both,  a  breaking 
t:trcnp:f!i  of  nor  L -v-  llian  7^  ewt.  As  respects  the  Itracket  only,  a  iliiiinejei'  .^ultcd  in  our 
top-pieces  and  sticli  a  sseetion  at  the  part  which  ela.>*prt  the  tf>)w[>iec(j  ^  uiil  permit  of  hard 
serewtne  up  without  fracture,  and  whioh>  in  the  event  of  ^uch  hard  8crcwing  up,  will 
allow  of  the  swelHng  of  the  wooden  top>pieoe  without  a  greater  strain  being  thrown  on 
the  bracket,  then  it  may  be  readily  rendered  capable  of  resisting?  a  condition  which  has 
been  proved  necessary,  Viv  tlu'  fraeture  nf  niiuiy  of  the  Brooke  jjattern  nf  Ijnu-k'  i  at  the 
part  iu  question  from  tltc  cau.se  just  nicauoucd,  each  such  accident  causing  an  interruption 
to  oommanication,  and  a  heavy  expense  in  travelling  charges  and  labour  for  restoring 
oomniunicatiou.  Pro\ision,  without  the  necessity  of  screws  or  other  sjiecial  lyl  lltinns  to 
the  bracket,  against  its  tendency  to  turn  round  on  the  post,  under  unusual  t^traiu,  or  in 
tiia  event  tit  excessive  shrinkage  of  tlic  top-piece  in  dry  weather.  Pnivision  for  readily 
npplvinsr  a  wire-stay  or  a  timber-strut  on  eitber  aide  of  the  pwU  A  gable-«<haped  section 
oi  the  bi  acket  arm,' or  at  least  of  that  portion  which  is  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of 
the  insulator,  in  order  to  remove  all  tendency  to  the  wetting  of  die  latter  bj  the  splashing 
of  rain  upward  from  it. 

22.  As  respects  the  insulator  the  conditions  are : — An  amount  of  dry  insulatmg  surface 
not  below  a  stated  minimum.   Provinon  forcarrving  the  wire  on  the  top  of  the  insulator, 

and  not  below  if,  as  in  Sicracn"?  iilaii,  or  on  one  ^H^e  :u-  in  YnrleyV. — neitner  of  these  plans 

being  suited  for  heavy  wire.   The  iron  outer-bell  to  be  provided  with  a  rain-guard  for  the 

purpi'i'e  of  leading  the  rain,  which  would  in  heavy  showers  and  under  certain  aceideata 

of  ]in>itiiin  of  the  insulator,  form  a  continuous  stream  between  its  lower  edge  and  tlie  arm 

of  tlie  bracket,  clear  of  the  aim  and  to  each  side  of  it ;  and  provibion  by  lueau^j  of  pido 

crutches  for  supporting  the  wire  on  the  side  of  the  insulator  at  plaeei  ;\  here  the  lino 

makes  angles ;  by  which  provision,  the  leverage  and  the  hear^  cross  strain  which  iu  such  « 

cases  is  thrown  on  the  tmnlator^  and  ei^pecially  on  the  cem^t  joints  connecting  its  various 

parte,  is  rendered  much  leas  than  would  Htlierwise  be  the  case. 

2??.  All  tbrfc  condition?  nre  met  ]>v  a  bracket  and  insulator  whieh  I  havi'  df^signed,  but 
1  tliink  it  unnecessary  to  limit  the  Buppiy  to  any  one  pattem  of  insulator;  and,  accordingly, 
I  have  instructed  Captain  Malloek  to  obtain  insulators  of  the  best  varieties  in  present  use 
in  England — exeiuding  Sicnieu'^,  which  I  consider  to  bo  mechanicallj  vicious  in  oonstrao- 
tion,  and  deficient  in  insulating  power — and  provided  the  makers  can  so  modify  their 
patterns  as  to  meet  the  conditions  I  have  ttid  down,  or  at  least  the  more  important 
of  tlicni. 

24.  A  reference  to  what  precedes  will  show  tliese  conditions  to  be  four  only,  of  which 
the  &Bt  is  indispensable  in  every  effective  form  of  insulator;  the  second  necessary  where 
heavy '^it'e  concerned  J  and  the  reraatninjr  two  slight  iniprovemcuts,  coftinjr  nothing, 
the  first  improving  the  insulator  as  sucii,  and  the  second  adding  to  its  convenience,  but 
neither  of  them  obligatory,  and  both  therefore  omissable,  should  sufficient  reason  b« 
ghown. 

25.  However  numerous  Ae  varietieB  of  insulator  may  be,  there  will  be  but  one 

pattern  of  bracket,  the  various  patterns  of  insidator  fitting  it  indiscriminately,  and 

penniiting  of  their  indl-erimiuate  u.-e.  I?y  this  arrangement,  t-luui:  1  a  vaiitty  of  pattern 
of  insulators  be  supplied,  a  conclusion  respecting  their  relative  good  qualities  may  readily 
be  arrived  at,  and  no  emmtervailing  inoonvenienoe  be  incurred. 

26.  The  subject  of  brackets  and  insulator-  ha^  occupied  more  space  in  this  letter  than  I 
at  first  intended;  but  perhaps  not  more  than  hs  very  great Importanoe  excases«for  with 
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Aim.Koii>.       good  insulation  on  siilistantial  lines,  but  with  no  other  (Ippartmeulal  cliange  whatever, 

^         *      satiefactorj  workinjr  will  be  the  almost  ccrtaia  result*    An  excellent  illustration  of  thig 

oocun  in  the  followmg  comparison  between  the  woriting  of  the  Bengal  Cinle  dnriqg  the 
montliB  of  July  of  the  present  and  of  the  past  year. 

27.  A  reference  tn  Appendix  E.  will  :-lio\v  lluu.  wlicrc^as  in  the  inontli  of  July  1^(53, 
the  interruptions  in  the  Bengal  Circle  aggregated  61  in  number;  these,  in  the  corresponding 
montik  of  1864,  after  the  lines  and  insulfttion  had  been  improved,  became  reduced  to  eight; 
Itnd  this  with  no  chanc<>  in  the  E.stabli-shmeut  i>rffie  Circle,  or  in  it<!  higher  officcrB,  and 
in  spite  of  the  reduction  in  the  average  rate  of  pay  of  the  Signalling  Establishment  whidix 
liae  already  been  referred  to  in  paiapiaph  12. 

28.  From  the  Appendix  ahove  referred  to  it  will  also  be  «een  that,  whereas  ihe  mean 

time-interval  for  im  <acri  on  the  line  from  Calcntta  to  Agra  was,  in  July  1863, 55  h.  50  m., 
and  the  minimum  2Uh.  uti  m..  these  became  reduced  in  the  corresponding  month  of  the 
present  year  to  7 h.  36 m.  anil  Oh. 21  ID.,  resulta  solely  attribatahle  to  sabstantiAl  lines 
provided  with  adequate  insulation. 

29.  Tn  what  jireecilrs,  I  have  pointed  out  the  ilefecls  <  if  the  Brooke  insulator  and  liraclcet, 
but  it  must  not  be  supposed  that  tlic  delects  mentioned  exi^t  exclusivcljr  in  that  pattern. 
InsuUtora  of  Tarious  patterns  approved  in  England  have  been  successivdy  tried  on  the 
Indian  lines,  and  have  failed  i  hn  ily  from  want  of  stroiifjth.  One  of  the  most  approved 
forms  of  English  insulator,  viz.,  that  of  Mr.  Latimer  Clark,  supplied  to  the  KuiJteni 
Bengal  B«lway,  was  found  defective  in  this  respect,  and  had  to  be  altered  previous  to 
eniiw>ynient  on  the  lines  of  that  railway ;  and,  in  facti  at  this  moment  I  do  not  belieys 
dmt  an  inaidator  suitable  as  respects  strength  for  the  Indian  lines,  and  at  lihe  saoae  time 
poBsesdng  good  insulating  properties,  can  anywhere  in  Europe  be  obtuaed. 

30.  I  have  no  doubt  that  when  the  insulators  whit-h  1  have  designed,  and  which  CajitaiQ 
Mallook  is  now  procuring,  or  which  may  have  been  modified  from  existing  English  patterns 
to  meet  mj  Tiews,  are  aimlied  to  our  Unes,  they  wiU  be  the  strongest  and  most  efln^txvely 
insulsted  lines  in  the  worm. 

.31.  Tn  the  letter  under  reply  two  suggestions  have  hern  made.— the  first,  to  abolish  the 
rank  of  Director;  the  sceond,  to  diminish  the  extent,  and  increase  the  number  of  Circles. 

32.  As  respects  the  first  of  these  suggestions,  I  cannot  believe  tlie  change  would  be 
found  a  desiraole  one ;  it  would  cerfaunly  elfbet  a  nominal  saving  of  2,150  rupees  a  month 

in  salaries,  thi?  being  tlie  amount  at  present  paid  to  the  three  Direetoi;. ;  but  if  it  has  been 
aoggested  as  the  necessary  complement  of  the  ]irop<i!«al  to  increase  tiie  number  of  SupcriQ- 
tendents,  and  that  the  cost  of  tne  measure  may  more  easily  be  met  in  tins  manner  than 
in  any  otiier,  then  I  think  I  can  presei^y  show  that  any  such  ^vision  is  nnneoesaaiy. 

.'53.  T  look  on  the  idea  a.^  a  most  undesirable  departure  from  the  principle  of  division  of  Itihour 
and  of  personal  responsibility.  The  necessity  of  some  such  division  of  laoour  and  responsibility 
as  that  involTed  in  the  employment  of  three  enperior  officers  as  Heads  of  Groups  <tt 
Circles  is  not  peculiar  to  this  Department,  hut  is  felt  and  acted  on  in  every  public  tlcpart- 
meut  throughout  the  ciNnlizcd  world,  and  in  every  private  c-itablishment  large  ciuiugli  to 
permit  of  the  whole  of  one  man's  time  being  employed  in  a  distinct  section  of  its  work. 
If  the  saving  could  be  made,  and  if  the  expenditure  of  the  Department  could  be  as  closely 
scrutinized,  it."  business  as  promptly  conducted,  the  working  of  its  lines  as  closely  watcliea, 
and  the  diflBcultics  and  obstacles  to  ou  n]  working  as  quickly  met  and  removed,  wilhniit 
directors  as  with  them,  then  there  might  be  good  reason  for  the  change ;  but  it  is  certain 
tibat  if  the  work  of  the  three  directors  were  transferred  to  die  Head  of  the  Departnteot, 
it  cculd  not  be  as  promptly  done  as  at  present ;  and  further,  tlic  responsibility  conld  not 
be  transferred,  the  personal  presence  would  be  wiimiug,  as  will  as  ilie  Um^I  experience  of 
places,  men,  and  things.  Contingent  expenditure  \>-ould  inei .  u-^e,  and  probably  a  mndt 
larger  sum  would  be  thus  indirectly  lost  tium  could  be  directly  gained  by  the  proposed 
change. 

34.  T  have  not  considered  the  saving  in  ofBce  establishment  which  die  abolition  of 

direetnrs  w<nild  give  li-e  (o,  heeuM-e  that  would  he  probably'  more  than  met  by  the  cost 
of  extra  clerks  in  the  Director  General's  OJhce,  seeing  that  m  his  office  some  such  sub- 
division  of  the  Department  as  at  present  into  two  or  more  parts  would  be  necessary  for 
efficiency,  and  at  the  head  of  each  ri  < dcrk  of  superior  ability,  on  a  salary  suf  h  as  is  jiaid 
to  the  higher  class  of  clerks  in  the  larger  public  offices.  The  propositi(m,  in  fact,  amuuuts 
to  this:  to  obtain  the  profits  of  a  husine.'?-  ^vhile  escaping  the  expenses  necessary  ft)r  pro- 
perly conducting  it,  or  at  least  a  part  of  tliem.  Had  the  principle  been  feasible,  its  first 
application  would  Imve  been  scarcely  left  to  a  government. 

35.  The  scccmd  of  these  ^iu^gestions,  namely,  tliat  for  reducing  the  extent  and  increasing 
the  nuuil)er  nf  circles,  has  doubtless  originated  in  the  idea  that  the  bad  working  whiea 
chanictcrized  certain  circles  during  the  past  rains  was  due  to  their  inordinate  extent. 
I  think  it  may  be  gathered  from  what  precedes  that  any  such  idea  is  superfluous,  other 
sufficient  reason  for  the  ba<l  working  existing  in  the  condition  of  the  lines  themselves; 
but  to  meet  this  view  still  more  directly,  I  will  take  the  case  of  the  Bengal  Circle  as  it 
flood  in  the  year  1860  and  as  it  stands  now. 

86.  In 
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36.  In  1R60  the  Bengal  Circle,  which  was  otip  of  tlio  Inrfrost,  had  2,302  miles  of  line,       Ap^Ko.  a. 
■with  27  oiilces,  and  was  managed  by  a  superinrcudeut  uuuitied  by  any  assistant  stipcrin-  ~" 
tcndcnt,  and  ivaa  managed  well.    At  present  the  extent  of  that  circle  ie  1,725  miles,  with 

21  officc!»,  and  beside  a  superintendent,  it  has  an  a^sistiint  eiiperintendent  ns  well.  The 
case  a«  respects  extent  is,  whore  extent  is  a  ((uestion,  aiid  as  respects  the  assistant  super- 
intendent, the  same  in  all  the  other  cinilos.  There  are  not  now,  as  in  I860,  any  very 
large  circles,  their  dimenaioos  having  in  1863  been  us  mncb  as  possible  equalized.  1  may 
put  the  case,  however,  yet  more  strongly.  During  the  past  12  months  the  Bengal  Super- 
intendent has  had,  in  ri(]i?ltln:i  to  his  owncin  !r  diities,  the  superintrndcnci  df  tlic  cinistruc- 
tions  going  on  in  Aesaiii,  amjregnting  667  miUi.,  but  entailing  far  more  labour  than  is 
represi  iitoil  l»y  the  mere  mil'  ,  the  iutrmnts  especially  giving  him  much  trouble;  and 
(luring  tlie  whole  of  this  jicriod  not  only  has  he  had  no  assistrmce  in  the  control  of  tliis 
exuu  work,  but  he  had  not  even  the  aid  of  his  own  assist;,ut  t^uperintendent  for  the 
management  of  his  own  circle  duties,  the  exigencies  of  construction  on  the  Cis-Berham- 
pooter  lines  having  necessitated  the  employment  of  this  officer  in  construction  duty  on 

37.  Hun  I  have  ehowii»  in  disproof  of  the  mipposed  denrahUity  of  redttmn^  the  dhnen- 

sion,  and  in  increasing  the  mimber  of  circle?,  ihrtt  thc^o  arc  ai  tii.-illv  sinnllcr  now  than  they 
were  in  186U;  and  that  while  then  the  superintendent  was  unassisted  in  the  management, 
he  hu  now  aa  aaeiatuit  superintendent  to  nelp  him. 

38.  I  have  now  to  consider  what  those  changes  in  the  establishment  of  the  department 

■re,  which  would  be  likely  to  increase  its  cfficipncy. 

39.  first,  as  respects  numbers,  no  change  is  rc(iuired  in  the  rank  either  of  director  or 
snperintendent 

40.  As  respects  tlus  latter  rank,  ^  establidiment  of  supermtendents,  as  sanctioned 

under  the  rt -organization  scheme,  is  15,  of  whom  10  were  for  emplovrnrnt  in  circle  eJiarge, 
one  tor  the  charge  of  stores,  one  as  personal  assistant  to  the  head  of  the  department,  and 
tluee  to  fill  any  temporary  vacaaeiea  that  might  oeenr. 

41.  Since  the  above  establishment  was  sanctioned  the  following  changes  have  baMk 
ordered  or  suggested.  By  Home  OflSces,  No.  6597  of  the  15th  October  1863,  it  was 
directed  that  the  superintendent  of  the  Ceylon  lines  should  be  boriic  uu  the  ludian  list  of 
•upeiuitcndents ;  and  my  No.  i^Oir*  of  the  13th  November  1864  suggested  that,  in  con- 
•eqiience  of  the  new  constructions  in  Assam,  and  between  Agra  and  ^esa,  two  additional 
didea  ^fwld  be  (vested. 

42.  The  new  line,  AJmere  to  Deesa,  haying  been  completed,  it  is  most  desirable  to 

make  the  changes  constituting  it  a  new  circle  at  once ;  nnd  nltliougli  tlir-  lines  in  Assam 
will  ndt  be  completed  until  about  the  commencement  of  next  oliicial  year,  it  is  still,  I  think, 
desirable,  to  transfer  the  control  of  their  construction  to  the  officer  who  will  eventually 
hoW  iliurgf  of  the  circle,  and  at  once;  the  asi^istant  superintendent,  who  was  pi  need  in 
charge  of  the  construction,  having  broken  down  in  the  matter  of  accounts.  In  a  late 
reference  to  the  Government  it  was  decided  that  temporary  vacancies  in  the  establii^hment 
of  snperintendents,  such  as  those  occasioned  b;^'  side  absence  to  Europe,  or  by  employment 
in  other  departments,  should  not  be  proyided  ior  by  an  addition  to  the  permanent  strength 
of  the  grade  in  whieh  the  Tncanry  hi'-d  on  urred,  as  In  the  re-organization  scheme  of  1861, 
but  by  officiating  promotions  Irom  grades  below.  Under  this  ruling  the  three  superin- 
tendents, provided  in  that  .':chcme  to  meet  such  cases,  must  be  excluded,  the  establishment 
of  this  grade  will,  therefore,  remain  as  at  present,  the  suj»erintendcnts  to  be  proviikd  for 
the  Ceylon  lines,  and  lor  the  two  new  circles  absorbing  these  three  extra  superinten- 
dants. 

43.  As  respeets  asustaat  superintendents,  I  pvopose  bcreadng  ibe  number  in  this  rank 
by  one. 

The  number  sanctioned  under  the  re-organization  echeme  was  10,  snbsequendy  in- 
creased to  ir;  1)y  the  appointment  of  three  supernumerary  assistant  superintendents  under 
sanction  ot"  Home  Office  No.  2  of  the  2nd  .Taniiary  1^64.  It  will  not  be  necessary  to  pro- 
Tide  an  assistant  superintendent  for  Ceylon,  and  therefore  the  number  necessary  for  circle 
duty  will  be  12  only;  but  I  think  it  is  very  desirable  to  pi-ovido  an  offi<  i:r  of  this  rank  for 
duty  in  my  own  office,  as  well  as  one  for  the  store  branch,  the  work  in  which  is  heavier 
than  either  Captain  Mallock,  or  the  present  officiating  superinten^nt,  can  do  justioe  to. 

44.  As  respects  inspeotors.  Undar  'die  Te^^ignmaation  tiie  niunber  of  this  rank 
follows: 


1st  grade 
2nd  „ 

rd    , , 
4th 


Total  -  - 


Number. 

20 
30 
40 
10 

100 
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App.  No.  2.       Since  the  date  of  sanction  to  tliin  c.«tnl>li.-hment,  the  pxtent  of  tin:  Un-:':-  ift?!  -  (Icjiartment, 

  calculated  as  they  will  stand  at  ihc  beginning  of  next  offieial  year,  wul  iiavc  iucrcaseti 

ftom  11,030  to  14,170  miles,  or  by  28*45  per  cent.;  and  were  the  number  of  inspectors 
proportiooally  inoreeaed,  the  tot»L  of  tliis  rank  would  ^now  be  12&  however,  of 

increasing  the  insiieotor^s  rank  to  128,  I  pro|K>se  Tetnning'  ft  «t  its  present  Rtrengtb,  viz., 
90  in  the  first  three  grades,  ahMirnin^  t!i<i>L  at  in-c.-cut  in  tlie  4th  grade,  into  a  new  rank, 
▼12.,  that  of  overtieer,  for  the  reasons  mentioncti  in  my  ^'o.  2  of  the  Ist  May  1863,  and 
employing  the  money  economued  by  the  limitation  of  nambera  in  the  inspector^  nuak,  m 
above,  in  the  payment  of  the  overseers,  so  f  ar  as  it  will  go. 

45.  As  respects  signallers.    The  strcn^  of  the  departiuent  in  this  rankj  as  sanctioDed 
for  the  department  under  the  re-organixalion  WM  m  fitUoir* ; 

Euroiieaas  or  East  IndittBfl       ......  6co 

Katives  160 


Total 


820 


being  at  an  average  of  581  per  office.    Since  that  period  the  number  of  offices  has  been 

intTcnsed  tVoin  141  to  IT  I,  a  number,  which,  on  the  o^)mplcticm  of  the  Assam  lines,  pnv 
l):iMy  l>y  [he  let  of  May,  will  Lave  been  increased  to  173.  The  strength  proper  for  the 
hiL^'nalHiig  cdt.-iblishment,  based  on  the  pmportion  per  office  existiDg  in  i8S],  would,  ther»> 

fore,  be  1,018.    I  |ir(<p'W  to  limit  "t  t  i  1,000. 

46.  Passing  now  to  snlarict;,  1  consider  that  a  general  inorease  in  the  salarim  of  all  ranki^ 
from  director  downwards,  is  desirable. 

47.  Tiie  c-t:!!  •i>hnicnt  of  dirocti»r#  consists  of  three  nfiici  r:?:  the  -^i  iiiva-,  T^icutt^nant 
Colonel  Stewart,  being  on  1,600  rupees  per  mouth;  the  two  juniors,  Captain  IL  Murray 
and  3fr.  J.  T.  Blissett,  beinff  on  1,000  rupees  each.*  Both  these  officers  are,  I  think,  fer 
the  positions  they  hold,  imweqnatcly  ]i;iTd  in  compariaon  with  officers  hdl  lincf  appoint- 
ments of  similar  importance  and  vespousibilt}' in  other  branches  of  the  public  ecrv ice; 
and  I  would  suggest  that  in  each  case  the  maximum  pay  of  ajuniiw  director  shoukl  bu 
raised  from  I.OOO  to  1,200  rupoee,  commencing  with  800  rupees  a  month,  iuiitead  of 
700  rupees,  a»  at  present,  the  increases  being  by  annual  ste]**  of  100  rupees  each, 
inf-tc.nl  ot'  .jO  rupees  as  at  jjresent.  Colonel  Stewart  ha>  never  joined  his  appointment  as 
senior  director,  and  it  is  not  at  all  reasonable  to  expect  that  he  will  ever  do  so ;  and  in 
consequence  of  his  absence,  Mr.  Galbraith  has  officiated  in  the  Western  Dinnon  now  ht 
more  than  two  years  on  a  salary  nctiially  less  by  2.'i  rupees  than  he  would  have  been 
drawing  Iiad  he  retained  circle  charge.  I  trust  therefore  that,  in  justice  to  this  very 
deserviuir  officer,  he  may  be  placed  on  the  full  salary  of  a  juiuor  director.  Hb  case  bas 
already  been  detailed  in  my  >«o.  870  of  the  29th  July  1863. 

48.  At  ]>rcsent  the  highest  rate  of  pay  in  the  rank  of  superintendent  is  700  rupees- 
This  I  consider  sufficient;  bot  1  would  suggest  that  the  lowest  ratei,  at  present  350  rupees, 
should  be  raised  to  500  rupees.  The  nnmbers  on  each  rate  of  pay  now,  and  as  I  would 
reoouuueud,  are  as  follows : 

Aipreseni,  |  Becammeiubd, 

One  -  -  on  Bupeea  700  '  Three  -  -  on  Bupees  700 
Two      -      -        «         600   Five      -      -         „  600 


» 

Four      -  ,j  fiOO 

Five      -      -        „  400 

Three     -      -        „  350 


Seven    -  „  500 


49.  The  pay  of  the  rank  of  assistant  superintendent,  at  present  300  rupees,  I  would 

increase  to  400  rupees ;  and  that  of  the  three  grades  in  t!ie  inspectorV  rank,  at 
present  250,  200,  and  150  rujiees,  I  would  increase  to  350,  300.  and  250  rupees  respec- 
tively. I  had  intended  recommending  that  the  j»av  in  these  grades  should  be  300,  250, 
and  200  rnpi  es,  bat  when  it  is  considered  that  tlie  full  salary,  if  sanctioned,  will  oulr 
be  drawn  oouiiitionally  on  tlie  pasc^ing  of  certain  tests  of  qualification,  1  thiuk  the 
Government  may  congratulate  itself  if  die  full  anumnt,  as  noir  reecmmended,  shotUd  be 
expe«ndcd. 

50.  Hitherto,  if  I  may  excej)t  the  4th  inspector's  grade,  the  designation  of  which  grade 
was,  under  sanction  of  Home  Ofiice,  No.  47S9  of  the  28th  September  1863,  changed  to 
overseer,  there  has  been  no  rank  of  European  officer  below  tliat  of  inspector,  with  an 
exception  to  be  mentioned ;  and,  as  a  eonsc(iucnee,  when  the  ser^•iee8  of  men  of  a  lower 
clmf  (•  l>f  (  ri  required  fw  line  construction,  it  has  been  necessarj-  to  employ  them  tem- 
pomriiy,  paying  them  out  of  tlie  ultimate  for  the  construction,  and  dismissing  them  on 
^e  construction  being  completed.  The  exception  I  hare  refinved  to  is  ^t  of  certain 
"artificer?,"  a*!  they  were  then  termed,  who  it  wn^  intended  to  diemisp  at  tlie  time  of  the 
re-organisation,  but  whoee  disniissdi  was  not  then  found  possible,  because  the  full  comple- 
ment 


•  The  pay  of  a  jniiior  (Hrpctor  comnicnccs  on  7W)  rupees  a  tnoiith,  risin;;  hy  .V)  rupees  a  roar  to  the  inaxi- 
mnin  of  1,000  ni|i<'t  '>.  Mr.  niissct,  under  this  arranjrciticnt,  now  dmwti  KlHt  rupc-o  - :  Imt  CaiiLiin  Miii-my  is 
at  preoent  drawiag  a  ^t.iff  s;)lary  of  TOO  ru|ic*»,  uuJci-  iloini-  Olficf,  No.  of  i  7;li  ./uin-  1  mU.  w  h'u  h  will 
risK)  by  100  rupcts  a  year,  so  lon^  tus  he  coutiiiui's  to  offiti.ite  fur  Coluiiel  Steiv  ivt,  uutii  I'u'  lu.ixi miai  >;il.iiy 
of  a  senior  director,  viz.,  ,-500  mpces,  i»  attaincil.  Tbe  maxiniuin  pay  of  ttubsitantive  appDintiuent  is, 
howsfin,  1,000  rofees,  consoMdateJ  ptyr. 
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ment  of  sanctioned  inspectors  was  not  at  that  tinu;  complete;  nnd  ns  tlinpc  artificers      Ann* Ho.  4. 

iiai]  rcixlcrcd  good  service  to  the  department,  they  were  retained  to  supplement  tiic  de- 

ficicncv  in  the  inP}>ector  giadM.   Thtt  number  of  thia  clasa  at  present  in  the  department 

ii  29,  which  number  I  propoeo  indnding  in  the  oveneer  rank,  increannff  the  number  in 

fliat  rank  to  40,  and  diviaiug  tliem  into  tliree  grades,  on  150,  120,  ana  100  nii>cca  per 

montll,  the  number  in  each  grade  being  10,  10,  and  20,  reapectiTcly. 

51.  Tlicre  were  then  also  13  native;-  holding  appointments  aj?  artificer:*.  This  number 
I  propose  increasing  under  the  new  designation  oi"  native  overseer,  to  20,  on  salaries  at  half 
tlic  rates  givt  n  to  Europciui  ovcreers,  viz.,  75,  60^  and  50  rupees,  the  number  in  eadi 
grade  being  5,  5,  and  10,  respcetively. 

52.  ]  have  ii(>w  to  consider  wiuu  inijirovprncnt  in  th*;  rate  of  iiay  to  the  Signalling  Branch 
is  dcpiriiljli'.     Tliat  some  improvement  is,  in  the  interests  of  tne  department^  required  18^ 

I  think,  cnix  Uisivcly  shown  fVf  m  t!if>  following  facts: 

53.  Tlie  total  number  of  jK-r.-ona  in  this  ])raueh  was  on  the  31st  July  last,  that  is  to  tay 
approximately,  in  the  middle  of  last  culttulur  >Lar,  81-1 ;  of  which  number  129  were  pro- 
liatioif  !-  .  'I  :it  iij  to  t>riy.  .-iLrnaller:)  under  tuition  who  had  never  joined  office,  leaving  M5 
a-s  tiie  t.;tai  number  ot'  working  signallers. 

54.  The  number  of  casualties  in  this  number,  during  the  calendar  year  just  ended,  hie 
been  as  follows : 

From  deaths     -  -       -  -8 

From  rt\signationa  -  .-  •.••••51 
From  dismir^.salH  and  .services  dispensed  with       •      -      •      •  53 

And  from  desertions  -_-------6 

S-l.  Omitting  the  item  of  dcati)S,  the  total  number  of  casualties  has  been  110,  equal  to 
16*06  per  cent.,  or  to  the  l-6'S8ld  part  of  the  whole,  and  had  probatienOTB  been  included 
in  the  total  the  casualties  from  cause*  oUier  than  death  would  have  risen  to  138,  or  to 
17'08  per  cent 

56.  In  the  detail  of  cartualtica  I  have  included  native  sign.'jllcrs,  as  woll  as  European, 
and  East  Indians^;  but  the  number  of  casualties  among  the  native  signallers  is  com- 
paratively small ;  tbeir  number  is  also  small,  so  that  casualties  occurring  amongst  them 
cause  com|)aratively  little  inconvenience,  and  if  these  are  omitt«d  the  caj5Xialtic8  among 
the  £uro|peaa  and  East  Indian  signallers,  from  the  various  causes  mentioned,  are  as 
follow:-— 

From  (leruh  -  •••-•••-«7 
From  reaigiuttton  •--••-•--42 
Prom  dismissal  and  servioee  dispensed  with  .      -      -      -      •  49 

From  dcscrcious        -  -,.-----6 

Omittiiig  the  item  of  deatbi^  the  total  number  of  casualties  equals  97  on  a  total  of  605,  or 
16*03  per  cent 

57.  The  present  rates  of  pay  may,  from  the  number  dS.  dismissals,  be  perhaps  assumed 
as  insufficient  to  attract  the  better  specimens  of  the  classes  from  which  our  signallers  are 
drawn,  and  certainly  as  insufficient  to  retain  in  the  department  such  as  have  qualifications 
-fitting  them  for  employment  in  other  better-paid  paths  of  life. 

58.  The  proportion  of  civsnaltics  amongst  the  European  and  Ea.st  Indian  signaUeri|f  from 
causes  other  thian  death,  in  the  various  circles,  is  distributed  as  follows : 

1.  Dacca  -  •  •  -  6inI6>«> 33*33 per eent or l-Srd. 

2.  Bombay  -  -  -  S3  „   78     29  48  „  l-3-39di. 

3.  Indoro  -  -  •  -    5  „    22      22  72  „  1-4  ^th. 

4.  Punjaub  -  -  -  14  „    84  =  1G  G7  „  1  6th. 

5.  Madras  -  -  •  14  „    85  —  1647  „  l-6  07th. 

6.  Bengal  -  -  -  -  20  „  123  =  16  26  „  l-6-15th. 

7.  Central  India  -  -    6  „    55  =  10^1  „  l-9-16tli. 

8.  Scind  -  -  -  -   2  ,,33=  6-06  „  l-16-50th. 

9.  East  Coast  -  •  •  4  „   72  —  5*56  „  l-18th. 
10.  Pegu    -  -  -  .    1  „    35  =   2  86  „  l-35th. 

59.  From  the  above  it  will  be  seen,  that,  from  whatever  causes,  the  eignallerfi  of  the 
Dacca  Circle  are  in  process  of  en^e  change  in  every  three  years,  those  M  the  Bombay 

Circle  in  abmit  tin  re-iiiul-ii-half  years,  and  those  of  tbo  I  n  lnre  Circle  in  rather  under  foui^ 
aml-u-liulf  yeari*.  Now,  a.'S  a  service  of  at  least  two  years  is  required  to  complete  the 
training  of  a  sign  dicr,  and  a  service  of  five  years  to  reiider  him  in  all  points  tborouglily 
efficient,  it  '\a  obvious  that  no  great  efficiency  can  be  expeeted  in  those  three  circles  under 
such  advertH:  circumstances, 

60.  The  great  disproportion  in  the  per-centages  of  casualties  in  the  various  circles,  may 

I  think  be  accounted  for  by  local  surrounding!*.  Tlie  Dact-a  Circle,  where  the  hcaviet^t 
|>er-centage  of  casualties  exists,  has  a  bad  cliaracter  from  its  reputed  unhcalthiness ;  and 
snatanccs  have  <M'ourred  of  rei^ignations  in  that  circle  having  been  withdrawn,  on  the 

proinibf  nf  tnui^fi  r  to  some  other  circle. 

01.  In  the  Bombay,  Putyab,  Madras,  and  Bengal  Circles,  the  better  educated  and  more 
intelligent  siguallers  obtain  better  ptud  employment  in  tlic  jiolicc,  and  in  the  various 
oprfiings  that  are  constanflv  oc^nrriiv.f.  owitvj  to  the  great  dcvchiiicinent  of  public  works 
uii  I  I'Tivate  eutcrpriie  throughout  India,  winch  creates  a  demand  for  just  the  class  of 
y  I  >  1 1 II  g  men  oomposing  our  si^ialliiig  branch . 

0.43.  3  &  4  62.  The 
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A|lp»Nlt»ft>  62.  Tlic  ]inii")rtion  of  casualties  in  the  Scinf?  nnrl  Fn-t  Coa.-t  rii\'los  froin  i]w  can^.j 

  just  mentioned  ia  comparatively  small,  but  in  Scind  no  public  wurkr^nf  any  importaace 

are  at  present,  1  believe,  in  progrei^  ;  and  in  the  East  Coast  the  only  competitor  for  tbe 
services  of  our  signallers  is  the  Irrigation  Company  ;  further,  both  circles  are  peparatcrl 
troui  the  more  active  commercial  areas  by  considerable  extents  of  country  whieli  cannot 
be  traverscil.  except  at  au  expense  too  eousidcrablo  to  be  worth  the  while,  on  the  ckanot 
merely  of  obtaioiog  better  paid  employment,  for  it  is  rather  through  oficr«  of  higher  paj 
on  tbe  »pot,  than  from  any  contingent  expectation  of  benefit  at  a  distftnce,  tibit  the 
resignations  of  signallers  occur. 

63.  Tiicrc  arc  not  in  Pegu  any  great  public  works  in  progress,  nor  has  any  sudden 
great  expansion  of  trade  occurred  aa  in  Bombay,  and  there  arc  besides  obstacles  to  a 
removal  from  the  district,  all  of  \vl>ii  h  circnnistanccs  have  *luiilitlcss  had  their  effect  in 
keepii^  the  proportion  of  casualty  low ;  but  I  am  very  sure  that  the  grant  in  lti61  of  a 
loou  oUowanee  nas  bad  a  large  share  in  tbe  result.  There  is  no  longer  now,  as  before 
the  grant,  the  dissatisfaction  with  the  service,  and  the  consequent  mi^eoiKliirt  of  the 
eignallers  and  constant  endeavour  to  bo  sent  back  to  India ;  and  I  thiuk  that  were  this 
measure  of  a  local  allowance  sanctioned  to  circles,  in  the  fonn  of  full  or  three-quarters  sc 
other  fractions  of  the  Pegu  scale  of  local  allowance,  the  scale  being  as  it  were  slid  up  or 
down,  OS  the  necessities  of  circles  might  appear  to  require  :  and  if  iu  some  cases  a  nma 
line  :il!i>waiir(»  were  al-o  <£iven,  the  porfiiiun  of  the  signallers  could  probably  be  impcOTed 
to  the  extent  reipiir* d,  at  less  ('<wt  than  by  any  other  scheme  that  occurs  to  me. 

64.  It  must  bo  remembered  that  the  better  pa^-  I  have  jproposed,  does  not  mean  a 
higher  price  ibr  the  same  article,  but  tbe  means  of  commanding  a  better  article,  and  in 

obtaining  from  even  the  same  ariii  hi  a  more  effirient  -ervice,  that  an  increase  in  the  pay 
of  the  ftignallers  may  not  Dccci-.^urily  mean  an  increase  in  the  total  expenditure  of  thu 
nature  in  the  proportiun  of  the  increase,  but  an  increase  in  tbe  pay  of  that  amsUer 
number  only  of  signallers,  who,  with  better  pay,  would  be  content  to  carry  on  the  work 
efficiently.  In  fact,  it  means  efficiency  iu  a  greater  proportion  than  is  lueasiured  by  the 
proportional  increaBe  in  tbe  money  payment.  *' 

6!).  Tliere  is,  however,  another  improvement  in  the  position  of  signallers,  wlii.  Ii  is, 
think,  m«>st  desirable  to  insure  efficiency,   it  is  known  to  the  (rovemment  that  iu  the 
mejority  of  officers  tbe  work  is  continuous ;  now  to  see  that  this  work  is  efficiently  per- 

forineil,  there  is  an  aseisfant  in  ehari^e,  who,  as  a  remuneration  for  tlie  re*]  on^iliilitles  of 
office  charge,  pecuniar}'  aiid  <>tliervvisc,  has,  what  is  tcnucd  an  "tlice  allowance,  the 
allowance  ranging  from  75  rupees,  in  the  offices  in  Calcutta  ami  Bombay,  to  16  rupees,  as 
in  some  of  the  minor  offices.  It  is  obviously  impossible  that  the  assistant  in  charge  who 
draws  this  allowance  can  ]M;rsonaIly  superintend  the  M'ork  of  the  office  for  more  than  one- 
half  of  the  24  hours,  and  he  thus  leaves  the  resjwnsiblc  cliarge  for  the  remiuning  12  hours 
to  a  ek;nailer,  wboa  ior  his  extra  trouble  and  responsibility,  and  liability  to  fine,  has  no 
speciaTreward.  It  is  certainly  desirable  that  these  dei-rnty  assistants,  as  they  may  con- 
veniently l)e  termed,  should  receive  some  remunL  ratioti,  that  it  niay  be  an  object  to  under- 
take this  responsibility,  instead  of  being,  as  at  present,  an  object  to  av<iid  it.  I  woidd, 
therefore,  in  general  terms,  propose  that  the  jjresent  office  aOowan*  e^,  the  majority  of 
which  were  fixed  in  iSo'J,  should  be  r  i  1  ami  hotter  proportioned  than  now  to' the 
relative  responsibilities  of  office  charge,  ami  tiiat  uu  allowance  C({uai  to  half  of  that  drawn 
by  the  aKsistant  in  charge  should  be  given  to  his  deputy  in  all  continuous  service  offiee& 
Sueh  revision  must,  however,  form  the  subject  of  a  separate  reference. 

6G.  The  present  sanctioned  monthly  payment  to  assistants  in  charge  of  offices  under 
the  head  Of**  office  aUowance,"  and  ue  increase  I  oooMder  to  be  now  required,  are  as 
foUows: — 

No.  I  Bs. 

Total  numlici-  of  ofnces.  the  allov,  anees  of  wbldl  WMtt  flKsetioned 
by  Government  iu  December  1859      -      -      -      -  - 
Dedact^AUowances  <rf^ offices  Bubsoquenely  dosed         -  - 

l*rc!-cat  number  of  offices,  the  allowances  of  which  were  sanc- 
tioned by  GoTOTmtent  in  1859  ------ 

Offices,  the  allowances  of  which  were  sanctioned  by  the  Director 
Greneral,  and  by  the  Director,  Kastem  Division,  subsequent 
to  1859   

Total  of  offices  now  drawing  tbe  allowance,  and  of  allowances 

drawn  - 

Offices  for  whicii  no  allowance  has  yet  been  sanctioned,  but  the 
allowances  (tf  which  may  be  rougidy  estimated  At  an  average 
of  30  rupees  each  ........ 

Total  ef  th>>  iifTin  s  wliich  should  draw  tbe  aUowanoSf  and  of 
the  amount  which  should  be  drawn       .      -      -      -  - 

Deduct— Amount  sanctioned  by  Government  in  December  isho,  as 
mentioned  above  - 

Difference  m  ftpnroiximate  amount  now  required  in  excess  of  sanction 
of  1859   

Digitized  by  Google 


4,635 
1,240 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  OX  EAST  IXDIA  COMMUKICATIO>& 


483 


67.  Assuming  tliat  tlircn'-foiirtlis  of  the  offices  at  pi  t  j^ent  open  nrc  o^vn  for  continuous  8er- 
Tice,and  that  to  tiie  allowuucee  lor  these  offices  one-iialf  more  is  added  aa  reuuneratiou  to  the 
deputy  asdstant,  them  tiie  total  increase  under  this  head  will  he  S,404  rupees,  as  follows  t— 

Aj^proximate  amount  of  office  aUowance  required  as  above  for  assistants 

in  charge      »---«'-••••       -  5,185 

Half  ditto  to  deputy  assistaiitsi  for  three-fourths  of  the  offioea  in  tlic 

department                                                                     -  1,945 


Total  oflSoe  allowance  rfquirotl  hotli  for  assistants  and  for  deputy  assistant 
Deduct  amount  oauctloued  in  H^o^      -      -      -  - 

Difference  or  ^;>proximate  total  increase  now  vequtred  -     •  - 


7,130 


2,495 


68.  What  measure  of  increase  may  be  necessary  towards  the  joint  objects  of  securing 
a  better  class  of  signaliers,  and  of  inducing  axeh  when  obtained  to  select  the  department, 
not  as  a  tcmporflry  mranst  of  livelihood,  but  as  an  cmploympTit  for  life,  cannot  be  estiiTiatfd 
from  any  <i  prtvri  considerations.  The  process  of  increase  must  be  a  tentative  one  ;  tor 
the  present,  and  probably  als**  for  the  nesrt  two  years,  I  consider  that  a  total  increase  at 
the  rate  of  about  20  per  cent,  on  the  prraent  sanctioned  expenditure  in  the  salaries  of  this 
bnndi  of  the  department  would  suffice.  The  present  authorised  streneth  of  the  depart- 
ment in  signallers  is  820,  on  an  aggregate  salary  of  36,74"  rupees,  which,  increaticd  by 
80  per  cent.,  would  raise  the  expenditure  under  this  head  to  44,0d4  rupees;  and  if  the 
number  is  increased  from  820,  as  at  nreseut  sanctioned, to  1 ,000,  as  proposed  in  paragraph  45, 
and  if  the  pay  is  also  increased  in  like  proportion,  then  the  total  expenditure  under 
this  head  will  become  J;j,r74  rupees. 

69.  Assuming  the  pay  and  number  of  ministerial  officers  and  of  menial  Hervants  to  remain 
vncliMBged,  then  the  increase  of  mmthly  expenditure,  aiising  out  of  the  increases  I  have 
proposed,  will  he  as  follows: — 


Increase  in  the  paj  of  two  directors 

„         the  superintendents  -      -      -  - 

„  „         the  assistant  superintciulcuts     •      -  - 

Increase  in  the  pay  of  the  inepeehnrs  composing  the  present  autho- 
rised establishment  •       -       --      --  -- 

Increase  in  the  pay  of  the  European  and  East  Indian  orerseers  now 
in  the  department ;  ako  pay  of  the  number  I  hs,ye  {noposed  to 
add  to  it-      -      -      -      -      -      -  - 

Increase  in  the  jtay  of  tbe  natlvt^  o\  er.-cers  now  in  tlie  department, 
and  pa^  of  the  number  1  have  proposed  to  add  to  it  -  - 

Xnerease  in  the  pay  and  number  of  signallers       .      -      •  . 

Ineresse  under  the  head  Office  AUowsaee  ----- 

Total  -  -  - 


Bs. 

400 
1,650 
1,700 

8,000 


2,206 


17,029 
2,495 


34,035 


Now  the  prc.icut  income  of  the  department,  as  calculated  for  the 

oliicial  year  just  ending,  is       -------  9,36,000 

And  the  present  w^orldng  expenses  of  all  natures  -      ...  14,23,000 

Lcavineadeficitof  52  08,or      -------  4,87,000 

which  is  equivalent  to  40,583  rupees  monthly. 

Including  this  defi<ut,  the  sum  additSoiial  to  present  monthly  expenditure  for  which 
pco'viaiaii  must  be  m»ile  is  about  74,618  rupees. 

70.  The  Government  letter  under  reply  propose,  as  n  means  for  meeting  an  increased 
expenditure,  au  increase  in  the  charges  on  messages;  and  there  may,  perhaps,  be  other 
inaircct  modes  of  increasing  the  departmental  revenue  from  messajjes,  such_  as  the  simpli- 
fication of  the  rules  and  rates  of  charge,  and  their  publication  and  extensive  circulation, 
provision  for  obtaining  an  acknowledgment  of  the  arriysl  of  a  menage  at  moderate  eost, 
the  greater  extension  nf  the  system  of  telegrajih  stam]>s,  and  possibly  tlic  construction  of 
•ome  short  lines,  such  as  those  to  Muttra  and  Uingimghat,  as  suggested  in  my  Ho,  3,890 
of  the  8th  April  1864. 

71.  If  to  these  means  be  added  a  reduction  b  the  number  of  unremuneratlve  offices 
such  as  that  at  Loodiana,  which  collects  7  rupee?  and  expends  fi7  rupees,  ami  if  the  number 
of  continuous  service  offices  is  reduced,  as  with  improved  insulation  would  be  possible, 
lltm  the  lairing  of  reTcnoe  to  the  leyel  of  expenditure  might  be  eifected  without  so  heavy 
an  increase  in  Ute  charges  on  messages  as  would  without  these  aids  be  wanted. 

72.  I  now  proceed  to  point  out  what  chaises  are  desirable  in  the  easting  rules  of  the 

department  respecting  messages. 

78.  It 


*  On  the  aaaaroption  that  the  psy  Uruwu  Uuring  iko  comiog  y<»r  will  be,  on  an  average,  a  mean  between 
the  present  isIs  and  pni|MK4  owximitni  ntb 
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App.  N0..JI.        73,  ii    known,  that,  in  those  rules,  certain  words  in  the  addreiis  are  sent  free;  tb«t 
mmmm.         llie  hhH  of  Duuber  £»>  charge  IB  the  single  word,  and  thai  the  unit  of  distaooe  is  4(iOr 

miles  :  that  no  julvaatajx^  pveu  to  tlie  sender  of  a  nip^snijp  nvrr  n  (ii  tunce,  although 
such  c«n  be  eent  at  a  relatively  Icsd  cuiit  to  the  department  than  is  involved  ia  nie.«<iageg 
over  AoH  dMUu^oes.  It  is  also  knovn  that  porterage  is  not  paid  by  the  sender  but  hyue 
receiver. 

74.  In  what  immediately  follows,  several  point.s  for  conijideratioa  must  be  taken  up,  not 
lA  O(mneotio&  widi  any  speetfio  method  of  charge,  but  sicparutely,  for  some  are  applicable 
to  one  system  of  diarge  nut  not  to  another. 

7  ).  Afi  r<"-])iM  l?r  the  method  of  chars^e,  I  would  propot^e  to  0  >imt  for  charge  cM  rv  word 
except,  in  the  address,  the  wordr*  "  To  "  Hnd  From,"  uud  the  iiame  of  the  "  Station  l'rom"i 
thus  as«iioilating  the  counting  to  what  h  in  u;je  on  the  Indu-Europcan  line,  and  on  the 
lines  worked  in  acconlunce  with  the  rules  of  the  liru?sels  Convention. 

Tfi.  As  respects  tlu'  unit  of  number  of  wonln  for  charge,  tlie  pre.'^ent  system  of  eliarging 
by  the  word  does  not  li-nJ  it«?elf  to  other  than  very  ooar.e  change?  in  the  rates*,  for  the 
present  charge  could  not  be  conveniently  raised  oti  i  tli  ui  from  one  anna  to  one  and 
a  half,  or  two  annas,  per  word  per  400  miiea;  and  tiic  dithculty  of  modifying  the  existing 
rates  ibus  arising  becomes  very  much  increaaed,  when,  instead  of  a  distance  unit  of  400- 
mtles,  such  smaller  unit  as  100  miles  is  adoptod. 

77.  I  Wdu'.d,  therefore,  pi  i  p  isf  -uV-tUn'f'  thr  system  of  charging  l)y  gi'oups  of  words, 
a  eysteui  cdinmon  to  almost  ull  ilic  litie.-<  ia  tltu  wudd,  except  tliuae  uf  India;  and  I  wuul<^ 
adopt  the  gi  nii]!  I  if  20  used  by  the  telegraphic  working  under  the  rules  of  the  Bnuads. 
Convention,  but  1  would  so  far  modify  that  system  as  to  permit  of  the  receipt  of  ameacag^ 
being  acknowledged  if  bmited  to  10  words,  at  a  half  rate  charge.  Considering  the  un-. 
certainty  of  thf  ti  li  irraph,  and  the  importam  i-  nl  tlte  interests  entrusted  to  it, -u'  h  a modifif. 
cation  as  that  just  propf>?f(l  would  be  certain     proving  ^nti-factory  to  the  public. 

78.  The  unit  of  dii^tauce  in  India  is  400  mUed,  and  the  charge  is  for  successive.  i|^^er 
nniltiples  of  that  unit,  giving  consequently  no  advantaj^  to  messages  over  lon^  dtstancca. 

In  this  latter  respci  I  tlic  system  of  charge  is  o|iposed  abkr  to  tliu  [ua  Micr'  nf  mo~t  telegraph 
systems,  including  tliose  working  under  the  Brusgehi  Cuuvculion,  as  to  e^^uitablt;  treat^aent 
of  sender. 

79.  It  will  be  understood  that  there  are  certain  fixed  d^artniental  expenses  common  to 
all  messages  alike,  whatever  their  lei^th  or  the  distance  over  which  they  have  to  he  con. 
vcycd,  such,  f(»r  inofance,  as  the  one  ihave  mentioned  for  [)orterage.  the  cost  of  registering 
at  tlif  r(  ci  i\  iiu(  ilclivering  oHir*;-.  as  wi  ll  as  charg«'-  which  mu.st  be  incurred  in  order 
that  the  sender  may,  if  he  choose,  ascertain  and  prove  the  delivery  of  his  message,  there 
are  also  the  costs  of  establishmente  for  checking  the  receipts  on  messages,  and  for  attending 
to  inquiries  and  complaint.^  respoctinij  them  ;  and  there  are  be^irlr?  rprfnnt  Wl1rd^•  oqii  iHy 
rcq«ir"d  in  all  messages,  euch  as  departmental  instructions,  the  office  date  which  ua  lt  r 
Government  orders  baa  fiwr  the  past  three  years  been  ^ven  free  to  the  .sender,  &c.  TIk- 
eflFectoftbe.se  fiX' d  e  xpenses  common  to  all  mc??ag'»s  is,  to  render  the  transmission  of 
messages  over  long  distances  proportionally  more  profitable  than  those  over  shorter  ones, 
if  the  charge  for  distance  is  propor^oned  to  the  distance. 

80.  Asa  rcas(mable  conces-VKm,  iIhmi  f'irs,  to  senders  over  the  long.  r  dt.st,*»nce9,  it  is  the 
practice  generally  iu  Kurope  to  <-harg(!  by  a  scale  in  which,  for  each  succeaaive  equal  ia- 
erease  or  charge,  a  suceeenively  increasing  interval  of  distance  is  covered.  Thna,  under 
the  Bnis?f!s  Convention,  tin-  cliartri'- fm-  (ii>tanrc,  ami  tlio  successive  distances  ooverod  by 
each  successive  rupee  of  charge,  arc  pretty  closely  as  follow  ; — 

Charge  per  20  words,  in  rupees       -      -  1  2  .3  4i6l  6 

Corresp<mdinc:  distaurcs.  In  kiiiiineter^  •    -  75  190  340  52.5     750  ,1,015 

Successive  distances  in  kilometers  covered  j  | 

by  eadi  suoeeenve  rupee  of  chai^      -  75  115  150  185  I  225  |  295 

81.  The  only  objection  'dial  eould  n  asaaubly  be  oiTcred  to  thi.<?  system  of  charade  ftr 
distance  is,  that  the  tender  hsis  no  simple  rule  by  which  to  calculate  the  cost  of  his  message 
as  attcctcil  by  the  distance  *)ver  which  it  is  to  be  conveyed,  but  such  an  objection  is  more 
apparent  than  real,  for  the  distance  in  miles,  the  !)asi.s  of  the  present  system  of  charge,  can 
rarely  be  known  to  the  sender;  and  the  tables,  to  which  be  must  consequently  in  such 
cases  refer,  may  as  well  tell  him  the  money  charge  on  »  message  of  20  wocde  between  the 
places,  as  the  number  of  single  rates  given  in  tiie  |iolymetrjc  tables  under  lite  preaenk 
system. 

82.  The  system,  however,  renders  polymetric  tables  imperative ;  but  these  have  the 
eonvenience  of  permitting  of  the  rates  of  charge  along  the  variooa  lines  being  varied  with 
reference  to  the  traffic  on  them,  a  Inner  r.ite  being  levied  on  messages  aloug  fully  worked 
main  lines,  as  that  to  iioa)bay,t  than  on  such  ecaatily  employed  lines  that  between 
Xishiore  and  Peahawur. 

R3.  Should 


•  The  kilometer,  equal  to  G2-100ths  r>f  a  mile,  or  neerly  5-B»h9  of  0  mile. 

t  Omitting  all  chaiK«i  for  general  viipfrintcndeiice,  and  all  intenit  on  block,  the  teturns  are,  en  the  mala 
^  1.^—^  Oakntta  and  Bomber,  VXHt  per  oeot.  on  the  workii«  expeuaea. 
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Sliniilil      however.  Vm^  r  iTjsulcred  dt  siriil'le  to  retain  the  prosont  system  of  charge      Appit  No^ 
for  di'itaaco  unchanged,  thk  might  be  duac,  with  «aiue  furaejes  to  the  oeuders  over  tlA  — 
longer  distances,  by  levying;:,  in  additicm  to  the  chntf^ea  for iengtbiof  mesaages  anddiatancVy 

a  fixed  p.'iy  of  one  or  two  rupees*. 

84.  Wiien  tlua  principle  of  chai'j^e  first  suggested  itself  to  me  I  had  no  stronger  Jui§tifieai> 
tion  for  like  innovation  Uinn  its  obvious  fairae«i :  but  It  was  suggested  that  tho  public  might 

reasonably  object  to  a  method  cliurgc  whicli.  "n  v\crv  inoa!inj:v,  1.  vi.il  a  fixnl  I'li"  nf-inc 
or  two  rupees,  besides  a  distinct  <:liai'<;c  fur  number  i>t  wotdi  and  di;i!ancc.  The  amount 
wkich  occurred  to  me  as  snitable  for  £ts  latter  ohaif^e  was  four  annas  per  eveiy  100  miUs 

of  distance,  on  a  nK'ssnijc  <>f  20  w  ords 

85.  In  reality,  however,  tltc  adoption  of  a  miuimum  distance  of  4()0  mile^.  and  I  may 
•dd,  that  of  a  mininrnm  namber  of  words  as  20,  ■al'^Mmgli  mesaages  mii;ht  frcqnentiv  be 

sent  ill  fewer  words,  is  nn  P!\ibodira'?nt  of  the  fame  principle;  but  I  have  since  found  h  t 
a  direct  charge  of  a  fee  on  every  message  was  the  practioe  of  the  French  Government  Jitiea 
in  1861,  and  probably  still  continues  no.  The  chaig^e  in  France  on  u  meflsagc  of  20  words, 
eonststing  of  a  constant  fee  er|uivalent  to  0-1-34  rnpiae8,-aiid  of -a  Variable  cbsrge  eqarrtdBlil 
to  0-10-8  rupees,  per  100  miles  of  ditttance. 

86.  Under  the  system  just  proposed  a  much  smaller  unit  than  the  present,  such  as  100 
miles,  may  be  chnsen  for  distance.  Ttilxiii':.  ;\s  cxauijiies  of  the  aj)ji!ir  uimi  of  ihis  svstcra, 
the  cases  of  Burdwau  antl  Jicnarcs,  the  one  under  JOO  and  tJie  otlier  400  miles  froio  Cal- 
cutta ;  the  cost  of  a  mesfsHge  from  Calcutta  to  each  of  those  places  is,  under  the  present 
system  alike,  iinsiii  ly,  oiu'  ni]!  i  :  but  under  the  system  above  suggested,  tiic  cost,  with  a 
one  rupee  fee  and  a  tour  uj.aa  charge  for  every  20  words,  would  ue,  iu  the  first  case,  1-4 
rupeea,  and  in  the  second  case  2-4  rupees;  bom  more  in  proportion  to  the  service  done  than 
are  those  under  the  present  -ystem. 

m.  The  present  syslt-m  oi  taking  the  distanct'-i  f  »r  rluujic.  ha  that  by  the  direct  line 
between  the  places.  Is  unjust  to  the  department.  As  well  might  the  charge  by  railway  be 
similarly  regulated.  The  charge  should  certainly  be  in  accordance  with  flie  ^liorteBtdia> 
tances  along  the  telegraph  lines,  by  which  it  is  poseiblo  to  convey  the  message. 

88.  IlitliLito  no  charge  ha?  been  made  for  the  delivery  of  raessnges,  unless  in  cases 
where  the  delivery  was  at  a  distance  exceciling  two  miles  from  the  tefegi-apb  otHce ;  As 
rbnrges  for  distances  in  excess  of  two  miles  being  for  the  excess  only.  Pructioaiiy  tbb  was 
e({ni  \-aTent  to  the  dielivery  of  the  majority  of  messages  at  the  cost  of  the  department.  'Th9 
pructii  L-  ( ii|iif(l  from  what  is  customary  in  T'urope,  and  doubtli-ss  ;(rose  from  tlie  diffi- 
culty in  collecting  small  sums  for  porterage  from  the  receive)'.  Tiie  charge  of  the  }<^t 
Indmn  Railway  Company  for  delivering  a  message  is,  if  over  half  a  mile  from  the  telegraph 
offi'-f  t^'  )  annu?  per  mile,  accoi*ding  to  distance.  Message?  arc  only  delivered  free  imder 
liail  :)  mile  ol'  the  telegraph  office.  In  the  rules  of  tlic  Brussels  Convention,  which 
regulates  the  traffic  on  tlie  Indo-European  line,  the  delivery  of  messages  at  distances 
not  over  one  mile  i>  free,  but  bevond  that  distance  the  charge  is  at  the  rate  of  eight 
annas  per  mile,  up  to  five  miles,  beyond  which  me^BBges  are  not  conveyed  by  die  'tSb- 
graph  iK)rtcrs. 

89.  The  trouble  of  collecting  porterage  charges,  an»l  of  ensuring  their  being  properly 
accounted  for  by  peons,  would  be  escaped  by  making  a  charge  of  say  four  annas  Ihr  porter" 
age,  a  standard  item  in  every  bill,  whatever  the  distance,  which  can  rarely  be  known  at  the 
ofiieo  of  original  despatch.  In  the  event  of  the  dbtance  ezceediug  five  miles,  which  will 
ntrely  happen,  the  sending-out  ofBoe  should  then  levy  a  charge  upon  the  receiver  of  the 
message  of  two  nniut^  Hii-  oaeli  mile  br  vond  five  miles.  As  the  fnful  iminbcr  of  messages 
during  the  past  calendar  year  was  3l(i,7o3,  the  profits  from  the  pre-paymcut  of  porterage 
aJone  may  be  expected  to  amount  to  nearly  8,000  rupees  montiily. 

90.  The  exi-litiLr  di  fii  't  tm  ilie  working  of  the  deimrtnient  been  taken  at  '40,583 
rupees  per  muutli.  If  to  this  is  added  34,035  rupees  on  account  of  the  increase  in  nuaibera 
and  salaries  which  I  have  proposed,  then  the  total  sum  to  bemade  good  monthly  by  iaoreased 

cimrges  on  messages  is  74,618  rujwes. 

91.  The  question  now  arises,  how  much  of  this  deficit  should  be  covered  by  additional 
charges  on  measas^.   It  might,  at  first  sight,  be  assumed  as  just  that  the  public  generally 

who  i>-o  tbe  lele_r'";\]'b  .^luxiM  ''O  rcqiiirod,  by  a  proper  ^e.ilo  nf  ebargc,  to  i*eli<-vi'  the 
general  pubii<;  oi  indisi  from  all  buixlens  tor  its  support ;  but,  in  reality,  the  telc^^raph  has 
not  been  constructed  in  view  to  meet  solely  the  convenience  oif  the  public,  a  large  number 
of  offices  having  been  opened  in  various  parts  of  India  for  purpoeeeof  pure  Government. 
I  mnv  mention  the  offices  tempc»rarily  opened  at  the  various  tempftrary  head  quarters  of 
Government,  as  I>arieeling,  Murree,  Parell,  Malabar  Point,  D.i]V)oric',  and  those  at 
the  various  civil  and  military  stations,  lUl  of  which  are,  I  think,  a  fair  charge  on  the  general 
finances  of  the  country. 

92.  The  deficiewy  of  departmental  income,  therefore,  to  be  made  good  ouglit  not,  as  it 
appears  to  me,  to  be  the  wiwle  sum  by  which  the  departucntal  iucome  Mis  short  of  ita 
expcn.ses,  but  a  portion  only  of  this.  Leaving  -this  consideration,  however,  aside,  and 
a^^Jinning  that  it  is  desired  that  the  full  amount  of  tbe  deficieney  .-.hall  be  made  "ood  by  the 
increased  revenue  derived  directly  from  messages,  then,  as  ihe  present  moathly  receipts 
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fiMm  moaBiges  «e  78,000,  Aeae  nnut  1m  inereMed  hf^  74,618  rapeec^  cr  by  95^8  par 

cent. 

93.  ^That  the  cluu^ea  on  messages  might  be  reasonably  increased  h  cvideiit  ixom  the 
MHoming  oomndenitioiiB.   The  cost  of  materiab,  owing  to  th«  diBtniee  from  Europe, 

whence  all  our  stores  are  obtained,  and  the  expense  of  con  veyanrr  ron'cqiiPTit  on  thcf^cnml 
absence  of  railways,  is,  at  the  working  points,  certainly  per  cent,  in  excess  oi'  tiie  cuet 
of  such  stores  in  £uro[)e.  The  extent  ^ fine,  as  conipnroil  with  the  business  done  o^er  it^ 
M  probably  tenfold  what  it  is  in  Europe  generally  (excluding  Bmbkm,  and  countries  id  a 
rinnlln^y  backward  state).  In  England  and  Bel^um  the  ayent<^  distance  between  eon- 
ti^uotis  offices  is  10  ami  11  milos  rt'sjicclivt'lv  :  an<l,  of  course,  tlicsf  offices  arc  all  |)ri)- 
fitable,  or  at  least  self-supporting,  for  there  no  telegraph  necessity  for  such  close  ueigh- 
bomliood.  In  this  country  die  tustanees  of  paying  offioes  apart  is  constantly  in  excess  of 
that  which,  with  our  present  arrnnfrfmcnt*,  we  can  covci-  without  the  aid  of  an  inter- 
mediate office  as  a  pure  telegraph  necessity,  and  a  burden  on  the  iinam  es  of  the  depart- 
ment. I  may  instance  Debee,  which  I  succeeded  last  year  in  dispensing  with,  and 
Burhee,  which  it  is  still  necessary  to  retain;  and  even  were  we  able  electncall)-  to  dis- 

fense  with  such  intermediate  offices,  the  difficulties  of  communication  in  many  i>arts  of 
ndia — travelling  being  possible  on  the  East  t'oa-t,  for  instance,  during  the  rains,  at  the 
rate  of  only  one  and  a  naif  miles  an  hour — rcudcr^  it  desirable  to  shorten  the  distance  to 
1l«  passed  over  by  the  Line  Consemooy,  in  view  to  quicker  restoration  of  oommaoieation 
after  an  interruption. 

94.  As  to  the  extent  to  which  such  increase  of  charge  might  reasonably  bo  carrie<l, 
is  may  be,  perhaps,  most  satisfEustoiily  measured  by  a  comparison  of  the  present  Indian 

eharges  with  those  of  other  oonntries.   The  present  charge  on  a  message  of  16  words 

111  in  nal,  Imt  of  prolialil  v  20  words  actual,  tlie  vs-onls  In  the  aiMrc-;*  being  counted,  if  pent 
from  Calcutta  to  Bonihay,  a  direct  distance  of  980  miled,  but  a  Hue  distance  of  1,.173 
miles,  is  three  rujiees :  or  at  the  rate  of  three  annas  and  0-6  pie  for  20  words,  all  counted, 
per  100  miles  of  line.  The  cost  of  a  similar  messi^e  from  Calcutta  to  Benares,  a  direct 
distance  of  400  miles,  but  a  line  distance  uf  420  mdes,  is  three  aanas  and  9*7  pic  per  20 
wordB  per  100  miles  of  line  distsnoe. 

95.  In  England  th«  charge  is  on  s  mesea((e  of  20  words,  wiA  10  words  allowed  free  as 

address.  This  may  be  tnkcn  a?  equivalent  generally  to  snmethinj^  tmdcr  .30  words; 
assuming,  however,  a  length  of  30  words,  then  the  proportional  cost  on  a  message  of  20 
words,  tlic  sliilling  being  taken  ftt  ^^t  annas,  was,  according  to  the  "Tdegrapb.  Guide" 
of  February  1863,  as  follows  : 

DistsDoes  in  miles   -      -   50       100       ISO       SOO       300  400 
Chaiges  in  nqpees  -      •0*388.    0*500.    0-666.    0^83.    1-000.  1*383. 

96.  In  France  the  charge  is  on  a  message  of  20  words,  address  inclusive  ;  and  consists 
ol  a  fee  of  tvyo  francs  with  a  oharfrc  of  1-lOth  franc  for  every  miriameter.  Taking  the 
franc  as  5-12tlu  of  a  rupee,  imd  the  miriameter  as  6*2  miles,  these  charges,  reduced  to  miles 
and  rupees,  are  as  IbUow : 

XMstaneas  in  miles  -     -  40      loo       150      200      800  400 
Chwges  in  rupees  -      -  116.     1*50.      1-83.     2*16.     2*83.  3*50. 

97.  Under  the  Convention  between  Prussia,  Belgium,  and  France,  signed  at  Brussels 
on  the  30th  June  1858,  and  still,  1  believe,  in  force,  the  charges  on  a  message  uf  20  words, 
reduced  to  miles  and  rupees,  are  as  follow : — 

Miles 
Rupees  - 

98.  In  Busua,  the  minimnm  message  is  of  30  words,  induding  the  address;  and  the 
proportional  rates  reduced  to  80  words,  and  to  rupees  and  miles,  are  as  fellow 

Miles 
Rupees 

99.  In  America,  the  chaises  on  message?!  are  rhieflv  Influeii.'eJ  hy  the  rnte  of  salaries 

1»aid  to  the  signallers,  and  by  the  amount  oi'  butiiictii,  June  on  the  lines ;  and  it  is  stated 
>y  Shaffncr  ('j  Tclegrajdi  Manual,"  jiage  758),  that  few  lines  can  pay  any  dividend  out  of 
the  local  tratb'r>,  depending  for  this  on  the  through  business  only.  In  the  New  Enghmd 
States,  the  i>ay  of  t^IgnuUers  ranges  from  26  rupees  to  43  rupees  per  month  ;  whereas  in 
the  Southern  States  the  pay  Is  from  43  rupees  to  0,')  rupees,  andtlie  materiala  of  the  lines 
are  fkW>  dearer  in  the  S)uthern  than  in  llie  Nortlieru  States. 

lOii.  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  the  American  rates,  except  iu  a  few  cases;  as 
examph  s  of  the  lowest  rates,  I  may  mention  tbat  the  cost  of  a  message  of  SOwordi^ 
including  addross,  from  New  York  to  Hn'Jtnn,  a  distance  of  210  miles,  is  O- If)  di>!l.irs : 
from  New  York  to  Washington,  a  distance  also  of  240  miles,  0*50  dollars ;  and  from 
New  York  to  Pittsbui^,  350  miles,  0^5  dollara.  All  these  are  in  the  Northern 
States. 

101.  la 


1  1 

126  1 

279  1 

4^4  1 

620  1 

837  1 

,085  1   1,304  1   1,G74  ! 

0,oi5 

1  0-625  1 

1-250  1 

r87&  1 

2iiU0  1 

3-120  1 

6*6()  1 

4-375  1  5'000  1  u-02'>  i 

0  -Zo 

1  1 

118  1 

211  1 

335  I 

1  <8on 

At!0 

1    0*94  1 

0-88  1 

2H3  1 

3-77  1 

1    4-72  1 

6-«6 
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101.  In  the  Southern  states,  the  rates  are,  from  New  Orleans  to  JadcMm,  190  miles, 
'0*75  dollara;  New  OrleanB  to  Savannali,  6.')0  miles,  1'40  dollars;  New  Orleans  tol^lUA" 
vUle,  720  miles,  1*40  dollars,    licduccd  at  2  rupees  per  dollar,  these  rates  are  — 


In  the  Narthem  StaUt : 


UUee 
Rupees 


350 


240 
0-8  to  1-0 
■nd  0^12-10  to  l^M)  '  1-I2-10 


Rupen 


190 
l-«-0 


650 
2..|2~t0 


720 
S-12-1U 


102.  The  niites  on  tnceeages  of  20  woida  hj  tib»  ww  Iiido-Enn>pe«a  lines  are  m 

ifi>Uow:< — 

In  India: 


Apf*  No* «. 


Miles  - 
Rupees 


Finm  Xurrtulkee 


To  Bomba/. 

870 
4-12-0 


To  Calcntta. 

1,720 
4-12-0 


To  Rftogoon. 

2,643 
6-12-0 


Miles  - 
Rupees  - 


Ik  Asiatic  Tchkky 


-  I  400 
- 1  4-13-0 


703 
6-0-0 


959 
7-4-0 


1,214 
8-7-0 


1,462  I  1,737 
9-10-0  I  11-0-0 


In  Peesia: 


Miles     -  - 

.{  160 

1  1 

666 

1     913  1 

Rupees  - 

-I  1-4-0 

1  2-12-0  1 

4-4-0 

6-0-0  1 

U13 
B-0-0 


103.  From  what  precedes,  a  good  general  idea  may  be  obtained  of  the  oomparative 
4Ktee  of  oliaigeott  verjr  varioudy  dfoainatBaeed  lines.  To  asiiBt  in  giving  a  cleanr  idea  on 
this  saliject,  die  preoeding  infitnnation  bae  been  exhibited  hj  ^agram  in  Appendix  (F). 

104.  From  the  diagrams,  it  will  be  seen  that,  accepting  Ae  preceding  dataae  eonee^ 

the  Indian  telegraph  la  the  cheapest  in  the  world. 

105.  A  comparison  of  its  rates  with  those  of  the  European  lines  working  under  the 
BruBseb  ConventicMa  proves  that,  in  general  terms,  the  Indian  rates,  up  to  800  or  1,000 
miles,  nnght  be  at  least  doubled,  and  still  be  as  W  as  those  of  the  lines  m  question. 

106.  Til  paragraph  92,  it  was  .«}i<avii  that,  to  i)lace  tlie  iiuoinc  of  the  departin  i:t  =  <  n  a 
level  with  its  expenditure,  the  returns  from  messages  must  be  increased  by  72,300  rupees, 
or  bj  92*70  per  eent 

107.  l%rcc  mctliods  have  been  sketched  out  under  wbieh  the  increased  charges  might  be 
regulated,  'flie  first  is  that  5ii  present  force  on  the  Government  lines  in  India;  and  under 
it  the  increased  charges  might  be  at  ouce  bi-ought  into  operation,  it  beinc;  merely  necessary 
to  direct  that,  from  the  date  fixed  on,  the  charges  for  distance  shall  Be  levied  on  every 
.200  miles,  instead  of  every  400  miles,  as  at  present.  A  charge  of  four  annas  on  every  mes- 
sage for  porterage  might  also,  perhaps,  be  fe-vned.  As  the  method  of  charge  just  sketched 
ih.  a,s  I  lia\  e  sliown,  radically  <lefective,  I  would  eutiL^i  st  that  its  introduction  dionld  be 
tt'iiijK)rary,  aixl  pciirlin^r  the  arrangement  of  some  moic  jiertfct  sy^teia. 

108.  The  second  method  of  charge  is  that  in  use  on  the  French  lines,  viz.,  a  fixed  fee 
on  the  message,  with  an  additional  payment  regulated  according  to  distance.  Were  this 
HVfitcm  adopted,  I  would  fix  the  amount  of  the  fee  at  tvro  rnjices.  niid  tliu  distance  charge 
at  four  annas  for  evciy  100  miles;  but  as  the  proportional  increase  would,  on  the  above 
scale  of  charge,  fall  materially  bhort  of  what  is  required,  it  would  be  proper  to  levy  the 
charge  for  distance  not  on  the  direct  distance,  as  at  present,  but  on  the  distance  as  measured 
along  the  line ;  and  even  under  this  modification  of  the  oystem,  and  assuming  the  increase 
in  rates  to  occasinn  nu  dec  rease  oitlier  on  the  nuinl)ori)r  in  the  average  length  of  mcF.^agcfl, 
the  income  produced  will  fall  short  by  about  1  ^  per  cent,  of  what  has  been  assumed  as 
neceesary. 

1  I  V  .  This  system  docs  not,  like  the  first,  recommend  itself  as  being  capable  of  immediate 
introduction,  a.s  it  invohe^  the  preparation  cither  of  maps  with  the  mileage  between  the 
various  telegraph  othces  entered,  or  of  poly  metric  tables;  nor  is  it  so  equitable  to  the 
sender  as  tbe  one  which  follows;  but  it  has  the  donbtfiii  advanti^  m»  m»  la»t  of  })cr- 
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Apf.  No.  t.     teittiiw  a  Mnder  liiinaelf  to  calculate  the  eoat  of  his  message*  irifli  the  aid  oolj  iif  a  nu^  of 
  1^  tel^jrapb  lines. 

110.  The  third,  and  hj  fur  the  most  perfect  method  of  regulating  charge.'',  i-^  that 
de.-i  liljcd  in  paragraph  80,  in  wliicli  an  advantage  is  given  to  messages  over  the  longer 
di.«tancc8;  but  the  method  ren«lers  tables  of  the  rates  from  every  telegraph  office  to  every 
oUier  indispensable ;  and  these  could  not,  1  think,  be  prepared  and  circulated  to  a%BaL 
offices  in  less  than  three  months,  comprisingj  as  they  would  do,  36,000  entries. 

111.  Tlic  :!niiiiint  iif  fixid  fi  c,  and  of  varinlilc  f  li;irge  for  distance,  to  be  levied  under  tlie 
second  of  the  preceding  systems,  was  ascertained  ai'ter  a  detailed  examination  of  ail  the 
messages  passed  through  the  department  during  a  particular  daj ;  but  it  is  not  possible 

to  make  any  such  egtiiiii.tc  t('-[ici  t>  the  tl^rrl  hkhii  of  (•h.irL'iiit^  imfil  aftr-r  the  normal 
rates  for  distance  on  lines  in  aveiuge  w«>rk  lta\*'  Iu'lu  iixeii,  uud  ilm  propurtiouul  iucreixses 
or  decreases  on  these  nonnal  rates,  to  meet  tlu  i-ircumstance  of  scantily  used  lines,  as 
those  in  Assam,  or  of  those  fully  employed,  as  the  lines  from  Bombay  to  Calcutta  and 
Kurrachee,  have  been  decided  on- 

112.  To  give,  howevw,  a  general  idea  of  the  seale  I  should  be  disposed  to  reoommend, 
I  have  drawn  it  oa  the  sheet  of  diagrams  as  an  interrupted  line. 

113.  The  curve  adopted  is  that  of  the  common  parabola;  and  it  will  be  seen  to  give 
rates  somewhat  larger  than,  but  very  similarly  proportioned  to,  those  of  the  Brussels 

Convention  ;  ami  it  would  be  easy,  by  means  of  a  C'M-tant  multiplier,  to  increa.^p  tla  sc 
rates,  to  meet  the  case  of  scantily  used  lines ;  and  similarly,  by  a  divisor,  to  decreaec  the 
rates,  to  meet  the  opposite  case. 

114.  I  may  as  well,  perhaps,  lucnliou  that  my  reason  for  selecting  diis  curve  as  that  for 
exliibiting  the  rates  was  in  \-\cvr  to  the  ea^c  with  which  the  rates  may  be  taken  ftom  a 
table  of  the  square  root«  nf  numbers;  for  if  wo  take  the  serie?  of  common  nunibers, 
1,  2,  .3,  &c.,  and  consider  ihuui  as  representing  100,  200,  300,  fcic,  miles  of  diatauce,  we 
have  in  the  square  roots  of  these  numbers  the  ordinates  of  curve  representing  the  rates; 
and  it  was  in  this  manner  that  the  curve  of  rates  shown  in  the  dii^g;ram  was  laid  down. 
I  mention  this,  because  where  a  very  large  number  of  rates  are  to  be  ascertuned,  it  is  of 
great  importance  to  have  a  methni^  determining  them  which  \<  s^uffii  icntly  .^inijilo  to  he 
enit)h)yed  by  an  ordinary  clerk  ;  and  which,  by  j)ennittin^  of  the  use  of  existing  printed 
tables,  saves  all  the  labour  and  risk  of  error  which  caleiuatione  without  snch  asautance 
involv  e.  I  am  here  assuming  that  the  rates  will  be  given,  not  for  the'  nearest  lOO-miles^ 
but  lur  the  exact  distance  between  the  ])Iaccs. 

I  have,  &c. 
(ffgned )        C.  Douglas,  Licut-Cdond, 

Director  General  of  Tel^jr^ie  ib  India. 


From  r.icntrnant  Colonel  C.  Dovglas,  Director  General  of  Telegrejih?  in  India,  to  E.  C% 
Bat/ley,  Esq.,  Secretary  to  the  Govemmeat  of  India  (No.  269) ;  dated  23  May  1865. 

Ix  continuation  of  my  No.  2939.  f)f  the 
Captain  R.  Mun«y.  Dirt-ctor  orrelepr»»lw  Eastirn  Divisiou.  jgj  J'ebruaiy  Ust,  I  forward  the  confidential 

J.  I   Iilis.Kf  t,  kwi,,  Director  of  Tctfgniphs,  Smther.!  Kivmion.  ---^«*-  «r«iu>  a4K«am  Im.       ^  :„ 

C.  Galbraith,  Esfj.,  Officmting  Dirtcior  of  Telegraphs,  WL-^ti  i  n  Divisiou.   »PMl»  Of  the  OUlCerS  noCett  Ui  the  margin. 

B.  C.  BaUey,  Esq.,  Superintendent  <.fTtlegTBpJ.s.  Fast  C<ns»  Ciwl«.  a   ThoHP   rcnorfa  will  mvp   tlio  nnvnm- 

J.  11.  LW^^hSupc'^nteDilent  of  Telegraphs,  Bengal  (  ircle.  A  ihtse  reports  Will  give  the  Uovcrn 

'    '      ^  ment  ot  India  tin  opportnnity  oi  rorminji  its 

own  opnion  of  what  changes  in  tiie  constitutiou  and  sy&tcm  ol  the  department  are,  in  the 
opiniiDn  of  some  of  its  ablest  officer^  desirable. 

3.  TIk*  reports  were  furnished  in  reply  to  an  endorsement  ou  copy  of  Home  Ollice, 
No.  1344,  of  the  13th  July  1864,  a  oopy  of  whieh  ia  prcn  below. 

'*  C(HySi2r»<ta?.-<— The  Director  General  will  be  glad  to  receive  your  early  opinion  on  this 
*  important  referenoe.  The  utmoet  freedom  «f  discnsnon  ia  inTited.** 
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App.  ITn. 

From  Captoia  i2.  Murray,  Director  of  Tel«graDb«,  Officiating  Kaatern  Division,  to  Lieu-   

tenant  Colonel  C.  Ptuffla^t,  Direotor  Genecu  of  Telegraphs  in  India  (No.  6S-96!n; 
dated  31  Angiut  186i4 

I  BATB  to  ttdcQOwIedge  the  receipt  of  vonr  docket.  No.  981,  dated  37th  July  1864, 

forwarding  copy  of  letter,  Nd.  1'U4,  thift  d  Simla,  13th  July  I'^G  l,  from  the  S-i  rotiiry  to 
the  Government  of  India,  in  the  liomc  De]>artmcnt,  and  retj^uestiuj^  my  opiuiun  ua  the 
important  refeEence  in  it  nuule. 

Itt  4£«ciMni|f{  the  seTeral  ptnnta  of  the  QorwmnmA  Letter,  No.  1314, 1  think  it  wil| 
be  eonvenient  to  tceat  of  th«ai  tunder  the  following  head« : — 

(I.)  The  present  defective  and  inefficient  workinix  nf  the  D:'[).n  tin'"it,  the  i  tiii-es 
of  it,  and  tlie  measures  nece»!^ry  to  remedy  and  remove  the  exi^Jting  defects  and 
eyila,  and  to  attain  the  desired  efficient  working  of  it. 

(IT.)  Whether  a  eloper  and  more  effective  Rupervision  of  liaeB  and  offiees  would 
produce  resulta  which  ooold  not  be  otherwise  obtained,  except  at  eonuderablj  greater 

expense. 

(III.)  The  abolition  «»f'  tiie  graJc  ul"  director  with  a  rf-uu^a^fciitetii  and  greater 
number  of  smaller  circles  under  the  charge  of  superintcudeut?  on  liighcr  rates  of  pay 
vested  with  inicreased  powers,  and  directly  under  and  responsible  to  the  head  of  the 
department 

(IV.)  The  means  of  pnmdin'r  for  the  addidonel  cxi>enditare  on  account  of  the 

increased  number  of  su^k  rintrn<lent^  with  hi^rher  ealaiiw  either  by  reduction ^tt  oihet 

directions  or  by  increasing  the  6eale  of  eharges. 

3.  Thej>re8ent  working  of  the  departuicnt  i^  inefficient  and  not  satisfactory.  The 
causes  of  its  being  so  arc :  first,  the  existing  very  bad  state  of  many  sections  of  the  lines ; 
gecondly,  liio  inefhcirni  v  ami  insuflicicncy  of  the  sigtialliii;^'  establishment;  and,  thirdly, 
in  some  iustaaccs  the  want  of  a  stricter  euperviaion  by  auperintendeute  and  assistant 
euperintendents  of  the  working  of  the  offices. 

4.  Ujt  to  the  {in  et  iit  ilatc  nuuiy  sections  of  the  lines  of  the  department  have  not  been 
constructed  in  a  |H  rin;ini  nt  manner  ;  most  of  them  are  still  not  insulated.  Till  they  are  per- 
manently coaetructed  and  efficiently  insulated,  the  working  of  the  department  will  not  be 
effieient  or  satisfactory.   As  an  illustration,  I  will  instance  the  present  state  of  the  main 

line-  uf  the  Punjab  Circle.  From  Agra  t»)  I'liirlt.-iir  llie  Yum'^  are  eon>triietL'(l  with 
ILuniiton'.-*  three-iiuarter  stanUarda  unfortunately  provided  with  English  top  pieces  (except 
on  tiic  section  Dcllii  to  Kurnaul  which  has  country-mnde  top  piecci^),  and  all  insnlated  as 
far  as  Unil)aliah  with  Brooke  insulators  attached  to  the  n  s  liv  means  of  the  cast 

iron  caps.  All  the  Knglish  top  pieces  are  unserviceable  iVuia  (h  y  lot  and  the  ravages  of 
the  white  Ults,  which  appear  to  h  ive  a  iiiu  timlar  ]i;irtiality  to  the  beech  wood,  ef  whioh 
the  tope  are  chiefly  composed,  and  are  so  freq^ueutty  breaking  that  no  reliance  can  be 
placed  on  the  lines.  The  cap«,  as  a  means  of  attaching  the  msnlators  tn  the  s^tandards, 
are  wholly  unsuitcd  for  the  pnr[)i>.-e,  ami  iiicffieieiit  tliat  tlic  ^rl-uIll1(l^.■^  fiill  nut  of  them 
witli  very  little  vibrations  of  the  wire,  alltiwirig  the  wire  to  come  in  contact  witli  the  iron 
standardls,  thereby  causing  an  interruption,  or  at  Ica^t  imperfect  communication,  till  the 
line  rider  from  the  office  on  cltlu  i  side  arriv«  at  the  euot  and  replaces  the  wire  on  the 
post.  The  utter  inefficiency  aad  lu-clcssncss  of  the  caps  have  bceu  so  thoroughly  proved, 
that  the  em])l4)ymeut  of  them  as  a  means  of  attaching  the  insulators  to  the  posts  has  very 
wisely  been  directed  to  be  discontinued. 

5.  New  teak  top  pieces  and  brackets  for  carrying  the  insulatnrs  ibr  this  division  of  tlio  ' 
circle  arc  now  in  tlic  course  of  distribuliou,  and  I  sec  uo  reason  why  the  line  from  Agra  to 

Umritsur  should  not  be  in  a  thoroughly  efficient  state  before  the  1st  of  January  1865. 

6.  Of  the  sections  of  the  lines  of  the  Puiyab  Circle  to  the  north-west  and  south -west 

of  Umrit-tir  it  may  be  stated  that  they  arc  generally  iin>icrviccable  in  ronseqiu  nee  of  the 
decayed  and  ant-eaten  condition  of  tlie  fir  posts  su|>|>orting  the  wire.  TUe^  supports  imve 
in  most  instances  been  spliced  and  replanted  oftcncr  than  once,  are  now  nearly  useless,  and 
when  it  rains,  become  so  saturated  that  almost  all  the  current  CMapcs,  thus  causing 
imperfect  communication,  with  its  accompaniment  bad  and  difficult  working,  if  not  interruiv- 
tions.  The  supports  on  the  line  from  Lahore  to  ilooltan  arc  literally  rotten.  For  the  recon- 
struction of  these  lines,  Hamiltcm's  tliree-quarter  standards,  witli  Brooke  insulators  and 
caps  were  indented  for  in  January  1863,  but  in  consequence  of  the  arrangements  made  for 
their  carriage  from  Bombay  to  MoHllati,  the  la!>t  of  them  are  now  only  arri\  inL,'  at  Mooltan. 
Top  pieces  of  babool  obtained  on  the  s]>ul,  and  brackets  for  carrying  the  insulators,  ar 
beln|^  provided  for  tliese  lines.  Every  exertion  is  being  made  to  have  the  lines  b^ond 
Umrit£ur  rccon<<triictei1  ami  insulated  during  next  worldng  flcason,  and  I  am  aailguina  ' 
about  having  tliem  all  in  guud  order  before  next  rains. 

7.  If  other  circles  of  the  department  stand  as  much  in  need  of  permanent  reconstmo* 
0.43.  3  »4  tion 
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App.  Nok  S.      tioil  and  inmlation  aa  the  Punjab  Circle,  it  is  not  difficult  to  arrive  at  the  chief  and  ptimaif 
  GKUM  of  the  present  inefficient  and  not  satisfactory  working  uf  the  department 

8.  •!  have  entered  into  this  comparatively  Irnfrthrned  atatemcnt  of  the  lines  of  the  Punjab 
Circle  chiefly  aa  an  example  of  how  much  remains  to  be  effected  before  6atis-factorv  or 
efficient  worlung  can  be  expected.  That  good  and  satisfactory  working  may  be  looked 
for  and  attainea  when  the  lines  are  pennanentlj  constructed  and  efficiently  inaulated  is 
proyed  by  the  fact  Ibat  rince  tbe  line,  Calcnttato  Agra,  has  been  permanendy  eonatmcted 
and  insulate<1,  tlmugh  not  iu  u  thnrou^lily  efiicicnt  manner,  the  iutcrrnptions  liave  been 
very  few,  and  the  working  so  good,  that  even  in  rainy  weather  Calcutta  very  often  works 
direct  with  Agra ;  and  when  tne  lines  of  the  Pun  jab  and  other  circles  are  reconstmeted  in 
a  similar  manner  and  insulated,  I  see  no  reason  why  they  ^llOulfI  not  work  iis  well  a.*  the 
Hne  Calcutta  to  Agra,  and  give  a  general  result  very  different  from  that  at  present 
obtuned. 

9.  I  enclose  a  statement  of  the  maxima  and  minima  time  intenrals  of  messages  received 

in  the  Agra  Office  from  the  offu  es  at  Calcutta  and  Bonihay  for  the  months  of  May,  June, 
and  July  of  the  years  ISG'.i  and  lbG4,  and  some  few  of  the  ^mie  mouths  of  1862,  from 
which  it  will  be  seen  that  rho  maxima  time  intemls  from  Calcutta  have  decreased  from 
on  avf"rri'j-r'  of  36  liours  !.>•;  minute^  in  lKfi3,  to  an  average  of  f>  hour?  6 J  minutes  in  1864; 
the  iniainia  time  iuterviUs  liuui  Calcutta  have  decreased  froui  an  average  of  9  hours  4| 
minutes  in  1863,  to  an  average  ot'  34  ■  minutes  in  1864  ;  the  maxima  time  interTals  firom 
Bombay  have  increased  £rom  an  average  of  27_  liouxs  15^^  minutes  in  1863,  to  an  average 
of  64  hours  8f  minutes  in  IBM ;  and  uie  minima  time  intervals  from  Bombay  have  in- 
creased from  an  averaf^e  of  3  lumn^  •2'^]  mirmtps  in  1863.  to  an  average  of  20  hours  38^ 
minutes  in  1864,  giving  u  general  average  irom  Calcutta  of  22  hours  40  minutes  in  1863, 
reduced  to  4  hours  50^  minutes  in  1864 ;  while  the  Bombay  general  average  of  15  bouri 
22  minntee  for  1863  baa  been  increased  to  42  bottrs  23|  minutes  in  1864. 

10.  The  above  i.-,  T  eonsider,  jifoof  of  Uie  great  impri>vement  in  the  general  working  of 
the  line,  Calcutta  to  Agra,  in  con^eq^uence  of  its  bein^  permanently  constructed,  and  I 
expect  a  f\artber  reduction  of  the  maxima  and  minima  tune  interrak  over  this  line,  parti> 
cnlarly  the  former,  as  soon  as  thf  insulation  of  those  portions  of  it  wliich  arc  multiple  or 
double  is*  rendered  less  iui|H;rt"cct  and  defective  than  it  now  is ;  tor  at  present,  in  contte- 
qucnee  of  the  imperfect  insulation,  hardly  a  day  passes  without  COStaeto  taking  plaoe* 
when  for  the  time  being,  the  multiple  and  double  Imes  can  only  be  used  as  «ngle  lines, 
which,  as  a  matter  of  course,  are  much  cut  in  upon  for  the  transmisaion  of  local  mcstjages, 
wberel^  the  trBDsmiadon  ai  the  through  measagea  ia  somewhat  retarded. 

11.  The  cause  of  the  very  great  increase  of  the  time  intervals  of  messages  from  Bombay 
to  AfTTa  is,  I  conclude,  the  present  state  of  the  lines  of  the  Indore  Circle,  consequent  on 
the  unfortuuately  extensive  use  of  rotten  English  top  pieces  for  tite  new  Hamilton  stan- 
dards lately  erected. 

12.  I  have  stated  that  the  inefficiency  and  in^^ufhciency  of  the  signalling  eetablidiment 
ia  the  second  cause  of  the  not  aatisfiu}toiy  working  of  the  department. 

1".  For  every  instrument  in  a  repeating  office  throii^h  Avhieh  messages  arc  passing 
night  and  day,  2|  aignallers  per  instrument  b  not  more  than  sufficient ;  where  the  work 
is  ttigher,  the  rate  may  be  reduced  to  two,  one  and  »>hatf,  or  even  one  signaller  per 
instrumrnt,  exeltiFive  of  the  inspector  or  assistant  in  eharge.  and  the  deputy  ai^sistant, 
where  the  latter  is  allowed.  Up  to  the  prcrient  time  I  doubt  if  any  of  the  circles  of  the 
eastern  and  western  divis^ions  have  anything  like  the  number  required  to  provide  aignalleia 
to  tbehr  offices  at  the  before-mentioned  rates. 

14.  Of  late,  in  the  eai»tcrn  division,  the  number  of  signallers  has  been  on  the  increase; 
but  as  it  lias  been  alino-.t  entirely  by  probationers  trained  iu  the  school  at  Barrnckpore^ 
and  in  the  offices  of  the  diviMons,  tbe  increase  to  the  efficiency  of  the  ostahliF-luuetit  Ims 
not  been  in  proportion  to  the  increased  uuiolu  r  of  hands,  for,  ac  a  ruir',  the  ii'i\s  taken  on 
as  probationers  cannot  be  considered  as  anything  like  efficient  signallers  till  they  have  been 
at  work  in  an  office  for  one  year. 

15.  During  the  years  1860  and  1861  in  the  western  division,  and  for  the  last  two  years 
in  the  cai'tcrn  division,  the  training  nehools  for  probationers  {ia\e  Ijci'ii  more  or  les;.^ 
under  my  immediate  orders,  and  1  have  been  much  .••urpri:<ed  at  the  \ery  grant  want  of 
eduGstiiOlll,  even  initsmost  sim|)le  forms,  displayed  by  the  greater  number  of  the  boys,  and 
in  some  cases  young  men  who  have  presented  themselves  as  candidates  for  the  vacancies 
in  the  Signalling  Establisbment  At  first  it  was  directed  that  candidates  would  not  bo 
entertained  unless  able  to  ^vrite  a  sentence  of  Kngli.-h  fi  om  dietation  in  a  good  and  legilde 
band  with  accuracy  and  correctness,  and  to  solve  questions  in  arithmetic,  including  the 
rule  of  simple  proportion.  In  consequence  of  the  very  small  number  of  boys  who  could 
pass  the  above  examination,  the  number  nf  \  ai  an  i  'fi  he  filled  up,  and  the  urgent  demand 
for  signallers,  the  testa  had  to  be  reduced,  till  uuvv  tiio  only  one  required  is  capability  of 
wrstiag  a  eentenee  cf  Engliah  with  but  moderate  aoouraqr  and  in  an  tadiflfennt  hand,  in 

realtlur 
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rMKty  leaving  the  education  of  many  of  the  U)y8  t<>  be  commeui^ud  aud  liuished  by  the  No^ 
Department;  yet,  as  a  rule,  this  appears  to  be  the  extent  of  education  jwsseased  by  tibe 
class  of  boys  wIm)  on  this  side  of         ])re8eat  them.'^clvoa  as  caulidAtas  for  the  wnitiiig 
Tacandes,  and  ftomit  di«  prreater  pt  uporiion  of  oar  Hignallen  are  obt«ned.   It  is  trae,  in 

tho  t  niirse  ofii  few  iiir  tit!i>.  widi  r  traction  the  boys  receive  in  the  srlidol  and  offices, 
man^'  of  theiu  jm-k  up  ;intl  iiii])n>v('  wiMnip-fully,  aud  ius  the  work  in  a  I  elegraph  Office 
has  in  some  reHpecta  a  tendeiu  y  to  •<li;ir|ien  t  liu  \\''\X3  and  to  bring  out  what  may  be  in  a 
boy,  not  a  few  liernme  expert  and  gotjil  fiifiuiller!' ;  hut  In  the  time  tlicy  are  eo,  and  of 
vaiuo  to  the  Dcpailincnt,  the  period  ol"  two  yeuw  fur  which  they  are  at  first  bound  to 
aervc,  has  nearly  expired  ;  when,  not  iiaving  received  any  increase  of  pay,  and  the  jeAvly 
iucreasoii  to  be  expected  under  the  rules  of  the  Department  witlilu  the  next  tnro  yesre 
following,  shoidd  they  continue  to  serve,  lieing  but  small,  they  seek  and  frequently  olbtain 
liottor  paid  cinoloymcnt  el^^owlieri',  um!  '  i  it  leave  the  Department,  and  tlie  less  intelligent 
and  inetticient  uoys  behind  ihem  in  it.  St>  tliat,  after  having  been  educated  and  paia  by 
tlie  Department  for  two  years,  but  witiunii  haying  rendered  any  adequate  senice  in  return, 
many  of  those  who  are  most  likely  to  turn  out  good  and  efficient  signallers  leave  it ;  the 
consequence  is  the  present  dearth,  not  so  much  of  signallers  as  uf  efficient  and  experienced 
onea. 

16.  On  tke  lat  July  1802,  on  the  let  Mardi  1863,  and  on  the  Ist  Mareh  18fi4,  general 

increat^cs  nf  pay  were  pranted  to  the  sifjnallers  all  throu<rli  the  De]tarfmcnt.  The  renult  of 
three  such  general  increases  of  pay  within  two  years  wtmld,  it  may  be  ^iippofed,  have 
niaed  tiie  average  rate  of  pay  to  the  signallers  at  present  in  the  Department ;  but  taking 
the  Bengal  Circle  as  an  instance,  I  find  the  contrary;  for  in  1S62,  96  sij^naller-  drew 
4,770  8.  per  mensem,  being  at  the  average  of  fl*.  49  11.  1.  cat^h;  nlillo  iu  18(!4, 
108  sif^iallcrs  drew  4,345  rupees  i)cr  inen.^em,  hein;^  at  the  average  rat*-  of 
R*.  40  3.  8.  As  under  the  existing  rules  as  to  the  grant  of  increases  of  pay  the  higher  paid 
sisruaUers  are  generally  and  correctly  considered  idlie  most  experienced  and  emdent,  it 
fol!  wc<  from  the  foregoing  that  the  number  of  older  and  more  experiene  d  lii  1  effielent 
siiniallers  has  decreased,  while  the  number  of  the  younger  and  less  experienced  and 
effident  has  incoNwaed. 

17.  b  Madras  the  daas  of  boys  who  present  ttemselvea  «a  enMUdatee  fer  the  ailnalion 

of  slgnalloi  1  IS  far  as  T  have  had  an  opp<irtiintty  of  judging  and  a.aeortaining,  in  all 
Inspects  very  much  superior  to  those  from  which  Uie  supply  of  stgnallers  is  obtained  in  the 
Sastem  and  Western  Divisions.  As  a  rule,  llie  hoya  are  two  or  three  years  older,  and  are 
very  much  better  educAtod ;  but  tlien,  in  confcqucnce  of  Madras  being  a  much  cheaper 
Presidency  thau  either  Beuj^al  or  Bombay,  30  rupeea  per  mensem,  a  panged  probationer's 

By,  is  there  worth  considerably  more  than  it  is  in  either  of  the  other  two  Presidencies, 
lis  ia,  I  believe,  one  of  the  cluef  reasons  why  boys  fimn  Madras  so  often  endeavour  to 
g«t  baeic  to  it, 

18.  The  minnniim  age  at  which  bovs  can  be  entertained  aa  probationers  is  12  years,  and 
ifl,  I  consider,  much  too  young.  Under  14  years  boys  are  in  reality  but  children  in  all 
rcfli)ects  ;  without  education  as  a  rule,  and,  from  their  tender  ago,  wholly  unfit  for  and 
inculpable  of  the  performance  of  the  duties  required  from  signallers  in  offices  where  eight 
work  liiu-i  to  lie  performed,  or  when  sent  t<>  temjmrary  offiees  on  the  banks  of  rivers  during 
the  monsoon  season.  A  young  bojr  cannot  keep  awake^;  neither  punishments  inflicted,  nor 
the  dread  of  fines,  have  any  emet  in  making  him  remain  awake  at  night  if  left  to  himself. 
Many  messages  are,  I  have  no  doubt,  lost  thronr^h  ymmfr  sitrnallers  being  placed  nn  ni^ht 
watches  and  falling  asleep  at  the  instrument ;  for  vvlieu  called  by  a  distant  station  to  receive, 
being  de^y,  indifferent,  and  not  thoroughly  roused,  instead  of  receiving  and  writing  down 
the  message  they  simply  give  the  un^rstood  signal  after  each  woro,  at  the  end  of  the 
message,  their  names,  and  then,  without  having  taken  down  one  word  of  the  message, 
resting  their  heads  on  the  desk  fall  iush^ep  again.  For  these  reasons  I  am  (jf  u])inion  tliat 
no  boy  under  14  years  of  age  should  be  entertained  \  and,  if  possible,  that  no  signaUer  of 
Jess  ttan  one  yeerli  service  should  be  phoed  elotie  on  a  night  w»tcli  b  an  o&e  when 
niglit  wddc  b  we  rule. 

19.  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  would  tend  cx>usidcrably  to  the  improvement  of  the  Bignallers 
if 'UieT  were  always  funushed  with  better  accommodation  than  is  now  in  manv  offices 
prorid^  4br  Ihem ;  such  aeeommodation  to  include  a  separate  room  for  them  to  take  their 

mcal-s  in,  and  to  remain  in  when  not  on  duty.  In  manv  offices  the  signallers  are  too  much 
crowded  together.  For  per^sous  of  their  age,  who  the  nature  of  their  duties,  are 
obliged  to  \yt^»  the  greater  (lortion  of  their  time  at  work,  necessitating  their  bang 
cont^tarttly  in  doors  and  iu  attendance  at  the  inatroments^  ample  aQoammadation  boeomas 

nece^^ai  v,  and  should  be  provided. 

20.  The  Signalling  Establishinent  requires  to  be  increased,  and  the  education  of  it  raised 
to  a  higher  standard  oefore  it  can  be  thoroughly  efficient  for  tJic  correct  and  satisfactory 
working  of  the  Department;  but  I  see  no  ehance  of  either  of  these  ends  being  attuned 
without  some  increase  of  expenditure, 

SI.  The  signallera  who  were  taken  on  at  the  School  at  Ootaoamund  in  1869  and  1860 
a43.  ST  wece 
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MP*      ^      were  ao  on  50  rnpeeB  ft  month,  and  were  bound  to  Mrrtt  for  five  jean.    Sorm  of  Hm 

"■"•^  signallers  tJilccn  on  at  Madras'  within  tLc  la^t  two  years  were  hi  uml  to  serve  for  five  jeara* 

y&y  being  30  rupees  u  muiilli  from  the  d&y  on  which  ih^y  pu^ed  a6  biguallers,  with 
an  annual  increase  ol  5  rupees  per  mensem  up  to  the  maximum  of  50  mpeoi. 
MgnaUtn  wtertemed  in  the  Eastern  Diviuon  are  «o  nnder  deed*  to  Bcrve  for  two  yean 
and  three  months,  l]ielr  pay  being  30  rupee*  a  month  frmn  the  day  on  which  they 
pass  an  signallers,  but  without  any  guaranteed  increas<!  of  pay ;  and  hy  your  New  Seriea 
C&rcular  ^o.  29,  a  eignaller  of  average  character  and  ability  ia  only  entitled  to  an 
anniMl  inmMe  of  3  nipcce  a  moatih,  the  first  incrcMO  oommniwtmg  after  tiro  jrean* 
mnke. 

25.  If  boys  of  11  better  class  and  rlTicitinn  will  take  employment  in  this^  Departments 
pay  at  35  or  40  rupees  a  month  irom  tiie  date  on  which  ihey  pass  a^s  signallers,  with  the 
■^w^l  inereaBe  for  average  character,  as  laid  down  in  your  New  Series  Circular  No.  29, 
commencing!  at  the  expiration  of  their  first  year's  aerrice,  I  think  the  experiment  might 
be  tried.    The  bonde  to  be  fw  four  years. 

23.  During  the  past  troiUnf;  teaMii,  in  oonsequenee  of  many  of  llie  Anittattt  SapeiiB> 

trndentH  having  been  employod  on  con.-truction  dntii-  ir.sfcad  (ifinspectinc:  and  rcctifving 
errors,  &c.,  in  the  working  of  the  offices,  it  has  nut  been  possible  for  them  or  the  iSuperin- 
teoflettte  to  effect  so  strict  a  sapervieion  of  the  effiees  as  ia  ermsidered  necessary.  ThiS) 
hoTrevrr.  will  rectify  itself  as  soon  as  the  lines  are  ^ccon^'tru^T»d.  when  the  Trccessity  for 
Assistant  Superintendents  being  employed  on  dutka  other  than  those  of  inspection  and 
•nperviBtOB  mil  eeaawi 

24.  For  most  of  the  Circles  of  the  Department,  as  at  present  arranged,  a  SupwuEteildeilt 
and  Assistant  Soperintendent  appear  to  be  quite  auifioient  for  the  effective  auperviaioii  of 
the  lines  and  oraces,  always  provided  the  ronner  are  permanttitl^  eonitmcted,  and  diat 
tljcre  are  no  arrear  accounts  to  Ije  adjusted  requiring  from  the  hupci latendent  a  large 
Dortiou  of  the  time  which  should  be  solely  devoted  to  his  more  important  and  legitimate 
auties,  nanely>  the  management  and  auperriaon  of  liis  Circle. 

25.  The  abolition  of  the  grade  of  Director  is  not  advisal)l(>,  Imt  T  am  of  opinMm  tiiat 
the  appointment  of  Director,  by  beiii«i^  vL'-te  1  with  enlarged  and  definite  powers  and 
responsibility,  is  susceptible  of  being  rendered  ol'  very  much  greater  use  and  benefit  to 
the  Dtopairtmimtihan  as  atpreseitt  oonatitated. 

26.  A  Director  has  power  to  entertain  probatiuners,  and  to  increase  their  salaries  up  to 
the  maximum  amount  specified  in  their  bonds  or  deedia^  &  dismiss  signallers  under  three 
years*  serriee,  to  inflict  fines  on  ngnallers  equal  to  one-fifth  of  their  pay,  to  order  and 

snnction  ehanf^e*  within  the  DivL-i  ri,  t  tji-ant  privilege  leave  to  Ins|iectors  and  others  in 
grades  below  that  of  Inspecture,  to  sanction  eji}>enditure  within  the  limit  of  500  rupees 
tor  any  one  charge,  and  of  1 ,000  rupees  for  the  entire  Division  for  any  one  month,  but 
only  on  %s  nrking  account.  While,  if  a  charge  be  but  for  one  rupee  on  account  nf  petty 
repaiix  to  a  line  consequent  on  an  interruption,  the  Directors'  sanction  is  not  couiudered 
auBoientaiithori^:  thia  is  anomalmUi 

27.  As  the  apjiointments  of  Director  General,  Directors  of  Divisions  and  Superinten- 
dents of  Circles  m  the  Telegraph  Dei>artmeut  are  relatively  similar  to  the  appointments  of 
ChidT  Engineers,  Sufierintenling  Elnginecrs,  and  Executive  Engineers  of  Ike  Department 

of  Public  >V"orks,  and  I  'f  the  Director  (  icncraKrost  Ma.Htors  GenL-ral  and  Po:<t  Ma.-t<'rs  in 
the  Postal  I  ie)»artmeDt,  it  appears  that  it  would  l<o  but  cooeiritent  to  confer  on  the 
IMreetors  of  Divisions  of  tlie  Telegraph  Dejmrtment  the  same  ]>owers  and  authority  as 
are  vested  in  Suju-rintondin^^  Engineers  in  the  Pulilic  Works  Dp])artmcnt,  and  in  Post 
Masters  General  in  tin  Po;^tul  Ue]>artiuent,  within  the  luuits  ol  which  all  orders  issued 
hy  Director  to  be  considered  as  sufficient  authority,  but  to  be  submitted  to  the  Director 
General  for  his  intbrmation  through  the  medium  of  the  Diaries  as  at  prasent  instituted^ 
ahoold  it  be  oooddered  expedient  and  neeesiary.  A  mo^fiea^n  of  this  nature  and  to  die 
above  extent  would,  I  am  of  opinion,  much  facilitat*'  tlie  workinj;  of  tlio  DejKii  tnicnt  at 
large,  and  by  relieving  the  hea  l  of  it  tVnm  Uie  necessity  of  examining  into  and  disposing  of 
minute  details,  would  afford  him  more  time  for  the  many  matters  of  unportance  constantly 
calliug  for  his  consideration  and  disposal. 

28.  In  the  Kastcrn  Division  som<>  alterations  in  the  botindaries  and  rednrtioTi>'  in  the 
extent  of  tlie  Circles  wouUl  be  advi.-ablc.  The  lines  to  Darjccling  and  Assam  should  be 
formed  into  a  separate  Circle,  as  without  them  the  Bengal  Circle  is  as  large  as  it  ought  to 
be.  and  cannot  be  reduced  inanv  other  direction  without  placing  the  main  line,  Calcutta  to 
Aura,  under  the  orders  of  two  Snperintondents;  a  measure  the  contrary  of  advisable.  The 
Punjal)  Circh'  i-otiimriicint;'  at  Futty<:hur  and  Ajjra  to  Soufh-East,  and  extdidinjr  to 
Pesbawur,  Dehra  Ishmael  Khan,  and  liajuui»rc  to  the  North- West,  covers  an  immense 
extent  of  country,  and  has  its  extremities  at  bo  great  a  distance  from  its  Head-quarters, 
whetln  r  they  be  i^tationed  at  Lahore  orUmbellali.  as  to  be  very  difficult  of  management 
and  super  vision.  It  will,  1  consider,  be  advia-ible  to  reduce  its  extent,  and  to  make 
Umballah  the  station  at  which  it  terminates;  forming  all  the  lines  and  oth('i'>  to  the 
bouth-East  of  that  station  into  a  separate  Circle  with  its  Head-quarters  at  Mccrut 
Both  the  Circles  formed  out  of  the  present  Punjab  Circle  to  be  3id  Class  Circlpe.  If 


Digitized  by  Google 


SaLSCT  COKMITTBX  OH  SABT  I1I9IA  XSOMMUnCATLOm.  493 


thiB  cannot  be  effected  then  two  Assistant  Superintendents  ehoidd  be  appointed,  one  tor  ^W* 
the  Ci^^,  the  other  for  the  Trana-Sutlej  Diviaions  of  the  present  Punjab  Circle.  ~'  ~" 

29.  The  ealeriee  of  tiie  ^^tomtmento  of  the^  TelegTi|ili  DepartmeBt  below  that  of  : 
Dhvctor  General  are  mndi  lem  than  Aoee  dT  rinnlar  apponitiiMnlB,  having  a  like  UBomit  I 

of  work  and  re»pon8ibi]Ity  of  flic  other  Civil  Department*  of  the  Govtrnrni  nt  Service.  •  , 

A  comparison  of  the  salaries  of  the  Postal  Department  with  those  sanctiooed  ibr  the  .  - 

Telegraph  Department  will  show  that  the  former  are  very  much  in  ezoew  of  the  lattery 
while  the  work,  &c.,  of  the  appointments  in  the  Telegraph  are  at  least  as  great  as  those  of 
the  Poet  Office.  When  thia  ia  the  case,  the  reason  for  the  very  great  di£&rance  in 
tDMlmiwnte  is  not  eauity  imdentood. 

30.  Atpreeent  the  rates  of  pay  of  Superintcndcnta  MM  fiom  800  to  700  ropoea  a 
month.  ^nme»partiQ«lad[^  the  lesser  ratee^aiw  tpo  low  I  nor  ia^^ 

between  iJie  lowest  rate  m  pay  of  a  Saperistendent  end  ikmi     an  AssiBtant  Superiaien- 

dent,  the  oce  l  i  'iu' .'550,  tlie  other  30O  rupees  a  month.    T  thmk  it  would  not  be  too  ^  j; 

uaoh  if  the  maximum  and  n^infmBm  ratea  of  Superintendents'  salaries  were  respectively  .  :  i 

iaereased  from  700  and  S0O  to  900  and  000  rnpeei  a  mostt;  Amatant  Superintendenta'  '  '  * 

lalaries  being  iiu  reat^cd  to  400,  let  Impeotor  to  800,  Snd  Inapeotor  to  250,  and  8id  '  3  ; ! 

laapector  to  200  rupem  a  month.  .  I  : 

31.  The  revenue  of  the  Department  is  increaaing  steadily,  and  may  with  safety  be 
calculated  to  continue  doing  BO-  Xhia  of  itself  will  provide  for  a  certain  portioa  of  any 
additional  expenditure  on  acoonnt  of  increased  salaries,  and  more  than  the  difference  can 
at  once  be  provided  for  without  any  additional  expense  to  tiie  State,  by  slightly  raising 

the  charges  for  the  tr.in-ini-Bion  of  uit'ssages.    An  increase  of  25  per  cent,  on  tho  prWiwrti 
charges  would  at  once  providti  2,2.>,0(X)  rupees  to  meet  increased  salaries. 

32.  In  India  the  oost  of  the  materials,  constniGtion,  maintenance,  and  working  of  a 
Tel^paph  ia  greater,  I  bdieve,  than  in  almoat  any  other  coun^  in  &e  world;  yet 
instead  of  the  eharj^es  for  the  transmission  of  messages  in  India  being  greater  in  j)ro)»or- 
tiou  to  the  cost  of  constructing  and  working  tho  Telegraph,  they  arc  unuentoud  to  be  leea 
tlum  in  Europe  and  Amwica.  This  is  reversing  the  custom  which  generally  obtains  ia 
legolatlng  other  charges  in  liidia,  which,  as  a  nue,  are  at  ratea  seLdom  leee  but  oftoa 
more  than  double  those  made  in  Europe. 

33.  Referring  to  the  9th  pora^ph  of  An  letter,  I  also  forward  diagrams  of  the 
interrujitionson  the  two  sections  of  the  main  line,  Calcutta  to  Agra,  for  file  year.^  1862-63, 

and  the  hnt  seven  months  of  the  year  1864 ;  from  which  wHl  be  seen  the  very  great        '  ' 
fiBdiicCiaiii  in  tfw  aggregate  dimiiOD  of  l^bn  uiloii  upitanit  moo  liio  Hues  lutve  hodn  ] 
Buntly  oonettaotea. 
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496  APPENDIX  TO  &BPOBT  PSOH  THS 


Afp*  No.  a.  Front  C.  Gailfraithf  Esq.,  Officiating  Director  of  Telegraphs,  Wettem  Diviaioa,  to  Um- 
tenuit  ColoDel  C.  Jhmglas,  Direcior  Geoerol  of  Telegraphs  in  ludi*  (No.  766)  { daied 
BoiiilNty,  20  Aui;utt  1664.  ^ 

Mr.  6«y]ey's  lettci ,  No.  1344,  of  lath  July  last.  i 

5.  It  is  sBked,  wuuki  not  a  closer  supervifiion  ol'  the  working  of  the  department  by  the  i 
Director  General  be  likely  to  result  in  improved  pntciiee  ?  I 

3.  I  liardlv  tliink  it  po-^ible  that  onn  man  poulil  keep  up  a  do^c  supervision  on  the 
chances  uud  chauues  laci  cut  I  j  12,ouu  miles  of  line,  aud  sooietiiiug  iike  3->u  iitatrutuenis, 

J»t  U*  were  placed  at  a  central  point. 

Snd.  He  hntl  a  ^tednl  wire  for  supwvisioaal  l  urposM. 

3rd.  1'bat  he  devoted  himtelf  to  that  branch  of  the  tnuineiis. 

4.  As  ibese  conditions  were  impracticabk,  three  directors  were  appointed- 

.  Their  duties  were  never  c(ea:!y  hiid  down  ;  but,  for  ray  part,  [  aKsumed  the  office 

w  tl)  ti  c  Hcep  convinioii  thnf  luv  busines-  v.  mild  h<'  to  ki  i-ji  np  a  "  <  lose  sitperviston  "  over 
the  tel^raph  work,  as  distinguished  frotu  clerical  vrark,  useful  and  even  necessary,  yet  not 
the  business  of  tb«  dvpartment 

6.  If  close  supervision  could  Iiavr-  been  i  fli  ciive,  there  would  h*  '.  b^cu  little  to  find 
fault  With  in  this  division;  out  u.>  uutke  that  supervision  eficctive,  it  was  rtT^uired : 

That  the  director  slioulc!  in  this  division  be  a  director  general ;  that  •uperintendents 
should  regard  him  as  such,  and  in  business  crenerally  look  no  fuitiier  than  to  hiai,  and  be, 
as  it  were,  nnconsciouR  of  any  one  beyond  htm}  that  he  should  be  as  unquestionably  the 
superior  ol  the  sujierintcniii  ht,  a-  thi  SI, |x  i  iiite:ident  of  the  inspector. 

7.  If  this  cannot  be  ventured  upon,  then  I  do  nut  hesitate  to  say,  abolish  the  office, 

8.  If  it  be  said  that  the  director  already  has  the  rank  and  poaition  here  claimed  Ibr 
hini,  that  no  other  director  coni|ji.iin>,  and  ffiat  the  fault  must  bp  in  my^eH'  I  r<  piv,  it  may 
be  so,  and  tiiat  in  sucli  case  iii\  pieleveiiof  some  lirae  ago  avuwt^d  Ibr  a  auperinLeude^utslup, 
should,  in  tiie  nitere&ts  of  du  depavtnieni,  be  gratified.  But  it  may,  on  the  Other  hand,  IMi 
that  other  directors  have  had  to  deal  with  more  business-like  men,  or  it  mav  ho  that  they 
have  not  participated  in  tny  monomania,  as  they  might  !>tyle  it,  for  vigorous,  prompt  sum- 
vision  ol  telegraph  work,  cuu  .  nt  bu;  t?rvisioii  as  distinguished  ffom  retruspactive^  and  tbit, 
taking  tiling*  more  easy,  they  have  excited  less  opposition. 

6.  Mv  porirahore  fif  what  a  difcetor  k,  as  regnrded  fveas  a  aanerioteodaMk'a  paiM  of 

view,  I  hsve  no!  now  lor  tb^  fii><t  Mik-  to  dravi',  Ui\  ao.  166^  of  12tn Novembi*t  Iflgamig^ 
almost  he  Mibsiituted  fm  that  which  I  am  now  witun.;. 

10*  A.  close  !^upervlKion  then  is^  in  at.v  o|Auou,  tiie  one  thiuii  needful;  euniantsapervi«iuB 
1  n  cnn  -as  distingui^hed  from  retrospective  j  and  provided  tbc  directors  :trc  worthy  the  high 
positiun  I  desire  to  see  them  enjoy,  their  supervision  caunut,  I  think,  tail  to  be  more  effectual 
than  that  of  any  one  man  can  possibly  be  ;  the  difficulty  is  in  finding  men  to  keep  it  op. 
The  qualities  required  are  not  common  ^  tf  they  were,  ttueie  would  beiitde  need  fbrdirvctois 
or  dnvetor  geneial  as  soperintendenta  would  themselves  suffice.  Uut  I  repeat,  one  cnconi- 
ttance  Is  (>>»(  ntial  ti;  :i  riircctor's  efficiency,  i:ani(.Iy,  that  he  sluill  feel  himself  and  be 
-acknowietij^fd  U>  bt-  u  teai  potentate  in  the  department.  It  might  be  advisable  even,  to 
choose  (liri  ctor.<«  from  a  higher  class  of  men,  aa  for  instance  from  tSe  covenanted  service.  ■ 

H.  Should  the  cncle-,  be  smaller? 

12.  liiii*,  ub  every tlung  else,  is  a  question  of  iiieu,  ii  Jl  systems  arid  ariaui;eni«*nts.  Oae 
man  will  drop  dead  in  harnes-.,  lather  tnan  the  departmental  carriage  shall  stand  stilf,  while 
another  will  be  satisfied  with  reporting  tlial;  it  has  stajjiped.  and  when  some  oaa  etae  bss let 
it  going  again,  he  will  report  diat  also,  and  calt  attentton  with  pride  to  the  regularity  of  his 

reports  and  retinup  generally,  as  if  the  telo^rapli  department  li  id  been  instituied  to  record 
events,  and  not  to  rule  and  control  th«rn.    i  think,  however,  that,  ibr  average  men,  some  , 
chrclea  are  too  hii]ge. 

13.  ^"!H  l  '•  an-,  liowKver,  other  <.bstacle8  besidcK  sizeof  circles  toa  saperinteadeQi's  giving 
the  ptoper  quantity  oi  time  and  brains  to  his  business.  I  proceed  to  uaiuosoine,  aud  to 
add  a  few  remaiks  bearing  on  the  subject. 

14.  llie  arrear  accounts  are  a  log  shout  a  man's  heel^  exhausting     his-mmrgies  in  the  - 
sin^e  task  of  oarrj  ine:  it,  and  leaving  oot»e  for  his  proper  work  i  shrewd  men  msiit  on  being 
allowed  to  commence  fn  )i  !  oks  ;  more  simple  men  involve  themselves  in  the  inexplicable 
muddle  bequeathed  them  by  one,  two,  tbiee  or  four  predecessors,  and  never  free  themselves 
lifoni  their  inraldom. 

I. ').  I  have  in  auotlifcr  place  thrown  out  the  suggestion  that  a  special  central  officer  might 
be  eiiipiuye  i  to  advantage  in  these  accounts.  I  go  iurtlier,  and  say  that  iie  might  judiciously 
he  employed  in  doing  a  good  deal  now  done  in  the  superiniendeBira  ofiee^ Itanng  to  tlie 
saperinleodent  a  smjill  compact  esiablishment  fur  keeping  hi»  proper  aceonnl^  nmely,  tfast 
of  work  done  and  how  done.  It  is  c|uite  lamentable  to  see  these  large  estaUtlhnents  ef 
clerks  with  the  supenii  endeii-  i<t  t  'tir  head,  evi  rlastitiglv  pluiii^ed  in  inercautile  accounts 
and  assiduously  employed  in  multiplying  papers,  which  are  bni  records  of  past  events. 

16.  The  store  department  might  he  made  more  prompt  and  foieeeeing,  always  having 
stores  in  n  adiness  to  meet  or  rather  to  forestel  demiuuda,  and  supplying  with  ^peed  sad 
proniptiuide  what  is  calWd  ibf. 

17.  There  is  a  want  of  syacbfOniam  m  the  moremaatsof  the  different  branches  of  the 
d^artmenL   Thus  it  <^Uo,  nay  generally,  happeua  timt  a  naw  set  of  reUunt  it  ordered  and 
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ruled  forms  uro  proiuisc'ii,  but  they  doa't  come ;  or,  if  they  come,  theu  only  wbea  forms  have      ^P**"  '* 

been  printed  in  every  circle,  or  else  much  time  spent  in  rulingi    An  order  was  imned  that 

sulphur  ihoukl  be  rhipped  out  of  insulators  and  tools  were  promised,  but  tliey  never  came. 

(I  aon*t  «ny  they  were  required.)    I,  however,  have  little  doubi  liiai  unless  you  couater- 

itiaiid  tlieiu  thoy  will  be  receiv«M]  Ax  Or  twelve  mooibs  heoee,  whev  their  inlentioik  will 

aloioit  have  been  forgotten. 

18.  Line  work  sbould  be  begun  at  the  be^nniug  of  the  tvorking  season,  and  not  at  the 
end.  I  kept  this  well  in  view  l;ist  r;iin»,  yet  uever  was  an  intention  moie  signally  fuiJed. 
Who  can  tell  how  wucli  the  end  vvoiking  of  these  r<iias  has  been  owing  to  titetr  haTing 
otuglil  US  in  the  «evy  tnidst,  I  might  almost  say  in  the  veiy  beginning  of  our  work,  instead 
of  findins;  us  with  every  thini;  made  liglit  and  ti^ht.  When  at  last  ppnnis  ;i<in  was  given 
for  the  Ajmere  stores  to  he  dt  ^patched  and  Mr.  Tolhunter  to  start  for  D^esa  ;  when  the  first 
batch  oi  top  |>oie8  whicli  enabled  f.iirly  tu  comiuence  line  work  WiM  received,  the  tinM 
had  come  when  line  men  ought  to  have  been  Contracting  their  operaikina  and  congratulating 
thetneelvee  Oa  being  ready  for  die  utoMOon. 

79.  The  department  should  be  secured  iigninst  having  had  Stores  foieted  <Mk  lU    It  ie 
untellsble  the  mischief  the  English  top  poles  hiive  caused. 

SOu  There  should  be  a  fairer  allotment  of  officers  to  circles.  In  Siodh,  at  tliis  moment* 
the  liiqionntendent  dare?'  not  Ir-ir-  fns  desk,  yet  his  line  demudds  Iiis  [ire>enrc,  t!;crc  being 
no  a>ci  iiiiit  Buperinteudeut,  aii  tht  i^gt  is  a  little  indignaut  piote&t,  whiuli  i  wislied  you  to 
see.  That  Mr.  James  Lane  should  wish  his  brother  moved  to  Bengal  is  natural;  but 
having,  I  preaume,  got  your  Mnetion,  1  am  inclined  to  think  that  over  the  next  tiffin  some 
meh  rcmwl:  aa  tbb  was  mad«>,  ''Well,  I've  got  Jack  transferred ;  won't  Galbiaith  be  done? 
I  shan't  tell  him;  kt  l>im  find  it  out."' 

21.  New  and  untried  siuies  like  the  Brooke  insulators  should  not  be  introduced  for 
general  uae  till  leafed  in  tome  one  or  other  looaUty. 

23.  Again,  a  more  prompt,  a  more,  so  to  speak,  vivacious  style  of  doinj;  business  is,  I  am 
snre,  practicable,  and  is  re<|nired,  in  all  ranks.  1  have  had  occasion  lately  more  than  once, 
to  notice  the  sluggishness  of  varioos  parties.  Men  don't  disobey,  but  they  obey  when  and 
bow  (hey  choose.  Here  again  1  prescribe  my  panacea, — aiiihoiity  and  power  for  the 
diieelois.  Had  I  been  in  the  position  I  recommend  a  director  to  htve,  t  ertiinly,  to  give 
an  instanct ,  the  c.hddisli  trifln^^  in  ti;e  question  of"  Yas^uot  A'ly  and  the  new  Bulsar  iTine* 
which  has  now  run  (.hrougb  tliree  of  four  diaries,  should  have  been  nipped  io  the  bud. 

28.  Soperintendenta  nraei  be  made  tu  nndftatand  that  what  th^  neve  to  euperintend  is 
the  telt'jrajjh  ;ind  not  the  throp,  four,      tr  n  clerks  i  •  tlicir  office. 

24.  Again,  I  would  urge  on  you  tiie  necessity  f>>r  a  thorough  substontializing  of  the  line 
and  re-'uriiishing  of  the  offices.  We  iiavn  Devor  bad  lair  play,  but  Wave  been  labouring 
under  the  disadvantages  resulting  from  what  was  once  the  glory  of  tlie  department,  namely, 
the  wonderful  rapidity  with  which  this  ctiunt»y  vifas  traversed  by  telf^rapii  line.  We  are, 
in  feet,  en'Jiaged  tn  tiiakinr:  pcvniftncnt  tlie  linr  s  that  lempoiariiy  \  \\\\  up.  Our  t;rj(ii"s 
should  take  this  into  coasidcratiou,  and  remember,  too,  that  it  w  aslhey  who  most  urged  that 
every  thing  should  be  sacrificed  to  rapidity.  We  hare  never  yet  hed  a  thoroughly  good 
laie  to  work  ui^ou.  C  ul  !  not  evory  one,  from  the  lii_ht>st  to  the  lowest,  be  mad«  to  ■•irain 
every  muscle  in  the  comiui^  winking  season,  Hiih  a  view  lo  have  for  the  first  time  a 
permanent  cndnrabla  line?  Then  in  oliices  what  reinfoicenients  and  renewals  arc  required} 
In  the  great  and  important  office  here,  where  work  has  lately  been  execrab  e,  much  may 
have  been  owiny;  to  detective  instruments.,  yet  there  is  not  a  spare  one  to  snhstitiito.  From 
other  odices,  t<-o,  1  liear  o(  wi  rn  nut  instruments,  i  fear  little  pains  are  t  ike  i  to  preserve 
them  by  cleaning  and  care,  and  superintendents  and  assistant  superiatcndent--i,  on  tlicir 
inapection  tours,  do  not,  I  have  an  idea,  euncem  themselves  enough  with  ineh  deieils  as 
inotruments,  connections,  and  earth  lines. 

26.  I  have,  on  another  occasion,  expressed  myself  titiougly  in  t  vour  of  settiiug  the  pay 
of  signallers  on  a  more  liberal  scnle^  end  I  would  ofier  more  inducements  lo  native^  dis- 

Eosed  :-s  i  »in  to  lunk  to  them  in  a  greater  measure  than  hitherto  for  recmit!<.  To  uc^e  a 
ackiicycd  but  in'elligible  terrarff^teel  native  lads  cnnnot  be  gut  for  the  low  pay  we  olFer; 
those  we  di»  obtain  are  tDoniteii  as  lads  fiom  a  rorrispoudiug  class  of  Europeans  would  be — 
mcultivated .  unenlightened,  uninformed.  But  there  is  a  large  number  of  natives  who  migb  i 
be  induced  to  look  to  this  department  ns  their  profeseion,  and  who,  I  am  half  asbamed  lo 
say,  have  a  far  better  knowiedi^e  of  Engiish,  and  more  acqu  linianc  with  -geography, 
grammar,  history,  and  so  funh,  than  tlte  great  bulk  of  liie  iCurupeaii  oi  Eurasian  lads  who 
at  present  joio  tlu-  department. 


■(GonAdantial.) 

From  J.  T.  Blissett,  Esq.,  Director  of  Telegraphs,  Southern  Division,  to  Lieutenant  Colonel 
C.  Dougku,  R.  A.,  Director  General  oi  leiegraplis  in  India  (Ho,  781);  dated  Bangalore^ 
8  Bcpleinbcr  1864. 

•  Ibatb  the  honour  to  acknowlcdgi;  rtceipl  of  your  Confiiienlial  (No.  982),  of  the  27th 
July  1804,  toiietlier  with  copy  of  letter  No.  1344,  dated  13th  July  18(i4,  from  the  Secretary 
to  the  Government  uf  India,  to  your  address,  and  with  reference  to  the  subjei't  thereof,  beg 
to  remark  a>  fullows— 

2.  That  the  present  constitution  of  the  Department  into  division*  of  large  extent,  under 
divMional  direcion,  hating  snbenrrieni  to  them  avperintendenln  in  diavge  of  eiralee  con- 
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A|ip.No.*2.       pri.slnj.  those  dl^i-lnns,  is,  viewing  tlio    iciit  (■\t  "it  llicreof,  cnn^ dore  l  the  most  compieheit- 
.  sive,  expedient,  and  judicinus  that  cou  d  be  adopted  for  th  '  eftisctive  carryini:  out  of  it« 

admiiiistnition  in  nil  roinntife  and  detail ;  »nd  no  alteration  in  the  existins  «rr«iisem«nt»  at 

present  8tio<^ests  itself,  w  licr(  })y  the  <!aine  is  likely  to  be  improved,  so  far  as  thi  respective 
cluaiiificiitiou  oi'  tite  higlior  grades  in  the  Department  are  concerned,  as  to  division  ot 
authority- 

a.  I  beg,  however,  lo  reeommend  what  appears  to  me  as  Mcoeedingly  advisable,  v  z.,  t[„> 
establishinent  of  a  separate  Complaint  Office  at  the  head-qwarters  ofeach  divisii>n.  uiU^ 
iidcquate  staff  lo  carry  on  the  duties  that  w  fniid  appeitain  tlien  to,  and  I  submit  this  recom- 
mendation on  the  many  representauons  that  have  been  made  to  me  from  time  to  time  by 
Tarioa«  memben  of  tbe  niereantile  enmmanity,  and  the  public  generally.  I  afao  be?  to 
fucgcst  that  cnrh  Director  he  permitted  to  supply  afore?,  Incnlly  obtainable,  to  i!ie  resp>c- 
live  circles  ot  liis  divi'-ion  ;  that  the  general  supply  ot  tormii,  &.C.,  common  to  the  Depart- 
ment, still  coiitiniie  to  he  i«upplied,  as  heretofiire,  from  Calcutta,  but  in  sufficientiv  lar8:e 
quantities,  to  enable  Directors  to  maintain  to  their  respective  circles  acomplete  and  adequate 
supply  thereof.  AW  stores  obtainable  from  Europe  to  be  issued,  as  at  present,  Irom  Cal- 
cutta.   I  furtht  imore  be;2;  to  suggest  that  Directors  he  vested  with  enlarLjeil  powers,  and 

granted  authority  to  sanction  the  execution  ol  all  works  of  an  emergent  nature  within  elated 
mite,  but  of  greater  extent  than  those  now  permitted. 

4.  I  hev:  further  to  state  ns  my  opinion,  that  the  eflScicncy  of  the  Depart  ineiit  would  he 
augmented  by  an  increase  to  the  subordinate  line  Establishment;  as  that,  at  present  sanc- 
tioned, is  not  deemed  sufficient.  Periodical  superTieiun  hy  Miperintendeota  aikd  assistant 
superintendents,  in  addition  to  the  prevailing:  maintenance  of  same,  by  inspector!:  and  others, 
in  immediate  chaige  of  sections,  would ,  it  is  considered,  with  a  moderaie  addition  tu  the 
present  line  Establishment,  be  amply  sufficient  to  secure  their  effective  working,  where 
q>ee<ly  sanction  could  be  awarded  in  cases  whcoi  recommendations  are  duly  supported  hy 
rdiabie  testimony,  to  all  repairs,  renovations,  and  alierations  of  lines;  subjected  to  the  above 
course  of  minute  inspection  and  scrutiny,  it  is  ounfidently  believed,  thnf  i  cl  iser  and  tn  ire 
able  superv'i.sion  of  toe  lines  and  a  more  eflPectnal  maintenance  of  same  would  result  were  the 
above  carried  into  effect. 

5.  I  would  also  suggest  that  every  inspector  be  provide<l  with  a  portable  baitery  and 
teKtinu  iu.>trument,  and  that  one  and  all  be  made  to  learn  signalling,  as  a  condition  of 
their  retention  of  present  appointment;  it  is  considered  essential  that  an  inspector  should  at 
any  time  be  in  a  position  to  correspond  with  offices  oo  either  side  of  him  while  travdliog 
on  nis  Hne. 

f>.  It  u  likewise  belifved  the  efficiency  of  the  Department  would  be  increas  d  by  the 
better  pay  of  siuiiallcri^,  more  rapid  promotion,  and  a  known  gradation  of  same  within  pre- 
seiibed  periods,  so  that,  on  enterini:  the  Department  on  the  salary  at  present  laid  down, 
they  ^vould  lie  abh'  lo  look  forward  to  a  certain  stipulated  increase  of  salary,  after  stated 
pcuods  ot  service,  prov.dtd  in  all  cases  their  conduct  warranted  same  ;  this  would,  more- 
over, prove  a  most  effectual  check  on  the  beliavinur  of  signallers,  if  it  w  is  made  known  that 
promotion  would  entirely  de^od  on  their  individual  good  conduct,  and  that  the  same  woald 
be  withheld  Ibr  certain  periods  where  any  cases  of  mtscoodoct  or  dereKetion  of  dnty  had 
occuired.  In  these  cases  the  defaulter  books  would  be  of  manifest  hem  fu  in  regulating 
promotion,  where  the  punishment,  instead  of,  as  at  present,  beiu^  inflicted  by  the  levying 
of  a  direct  fine  or  extra  doty,  be  resolved  into  f<*rfeitiire  of  promolMB  for  three,  six,  or  more 
month!". 

7.  It  is  jiol  apparent  in  what  direction  the  increased  expenditure  that  would  be  necesftary 
in  carrying  out  the  above  suggCHtinnf^  couLI  f)e  met;  and  it  is  believed  that  reductions  in 
the  present  Establish mrnt  to  this  end  would  be  found  detrimentaL  lo  dispoaiog  of  this 
matter,  I  would  respeetfiilly  beg  to  urge  that  the  Govemmaat  ba«i|icit«d  to  take  mto  cCB- 
siderution  the  increasing  extent  and  importance  ot'  (he  Department,  and  the  aagmentslioo 
of  expenditure  manilisstly  and  necessarily  attendant  thereon. 


From  li.  C.  Bd'iley,  F.sq.,  Superintendent  of  Telegraplis,  East  Coast  Circle,  to  Colonel  C. 
Douglas,  Director  General  of  Telegraphs  iu  India  (No.  173)i  dated  Vizagapatam,  26 
September  1864. 

With  reference  to  yonr  confidential  memorandom  (No^  1615),  dated  the  16th  inatant,  for- 

^varding  for  ir.y  opinion  copy  of  the  Home  Secretary's  tetter  No.  13M,  dated  18  July  last,  I 

beg  to  oUier  iIk'  loUowjng  n-marks: 

Cau«efofbadwork.         ^  attribute  the  bad  working  of  the  Telegraph  Department  to  six  causes,  viz,-^ 

Ist.  7^  had  wtute  of  tke  Lmet.'-'Then  is  not,  I  believe,  one  division  of  the  line  in  India 

that  is  in  perfect  oider  throuiihout.  The  gr  it-  r  [  it  rm  ofeach  division  is  generally  good; 
but  there  are  a  number  of  bad  pieces,  an>i  tliese  have  the  oame  effect  as  rotten  links  in  a 
diaio.  Communicatinn  ia  kept  up  p>etiY  well  lo  long  as  the  weather  is  fair;  bat  every 
heavy  shower  of  rain,  or  a  gale  of  wind,  cauioa  either  a  total  interruption  or  imptftet 
communication. 

2d.  Unfttneu  of  Ae  AutttaiOt  in  charge  of  S^ntU  Ofikti^M^rty  of  Ae  asaistents  ar* 

badiv  fhicated  and  of  low  habits,  »nd  are  unahlr  to  command  i  ith.  r  -^ect  or  obedience 
from  inoi>e  piuced  under  tbim.   WiUi  the^e  per»uns  the  signallers  do  just      they  iiiie, 
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and,  unless  tin  i-si^tantis  able  and  willing  to  do  the  greater  part  of  the  work  himself,      Antt  No.  li 
the  messages  are  delayed  ut  the  instrumenis  tili  it  suits  a  signaller's  convenience  to  attend 
to  them. 

4rd.  Paucity  of  Signallers  making  it  necessarg  to giveonemtat  (or  b<^)Ae  wrk  that  should 
prnvfrh.1  hr  done  hy  two  people,  and  preventing  the  dismissal  of  had  rhararfers. — Xcarly  all 
the  Pignai  orhces  urc  short-handed,  and  the  same  sii* nailers  have  frequently  to  work  night 
and  day,  getting  a  little  sleep  now  and  then  when  there  arc  ni>  messages  passing,  and  some- 
times atopping^  the  work  iatantitHially  to  take  rest.  Signallers,  oi  known  bad  diaracter,  are 
kept  on  iimpiy  became  there  nt  no  spai-e  signaUcn  to  pat  in  their  placet* 

B.  the  want  of  signaltera  is  owing,  first,  to  the  practice  of  sending  new  signallers  ((;ece- 

rally  mere  children)  away  from  liieir  honrn  s  before  they  arc  al>le  to  take  care  of  themselves, 
and,  secondly,  to  the  tardine-s  and  uncertainty  of  promotion.  Boys  are  admitted  as  proba* 
tioners  nt  13  anti  14  years  of  age,  and  immedtately  they  pass  in  reading  signals  are  posted 
to  offices  hundreds  of  miles  from  the  station  in  which  they  were  originally  pn!::a[;e'l.  Tlie 
assistants  in  charge  d<>  uul  trouble  themselves  about  their  signallers  beyuud  &eeiug  ttiat  they 
tldkellieir  turns  of  duty,  and  at  other  times  the  boys  may  be  running  about  the  barracks  and 
banaii  getting  into  debt  and  worse.  When  quarters  are  providm  on  the  office  premises 
tiie  hoys  ere  nt  the  mercy  of  any  kitmntgar  or  cook  who  will  undenake  to  mess  them,  and 
when  there  are  no  quarters  of  the  boys,  go  to  any  person  who  will  board  and  lodge  tiieni  for 
16  or  20  rupees  per  montii.  Of  course  only  very  poor  people  will  allow  their  children  to 
enter  a  department  having  Kuch  drawbacks,  and  consequently  we  get  only  about  half  the 
number  of  hands  we  require,  and  those  of  the  lowest  class. 

C.  The  tardiness  and  uncertainty  of  promotion  cau<5e  ?)frnalU'r3  to  leave  the  department 
just  as  they  have  become  perlect  in  their  duties.  Our  signalleis  may  be  lound  in  every  new 
department  of  Government,  and  in  the  Railway  Telegraph  and  the  Irrigation  Company,  in  all 
of  which  the  salaries  arc  higher  and  the  work  lighter  than  in  this  department. 

4th.  Inefficiency  of  tkt  Sanal  Office  Establishment* — Besides  paucity  of  signallers  them 
tt  Ihe  want  of  a  proper  estahlisbment,  peons,  Stc.  Our  peons  are  paid  only  at  the  ordinary 

rates,  yet  they  have  to  work  night  and  day  and  Sundays  carryinj^  messages,  preparing  bat- 
teries and  lamp?,  and  watching  the  instruments  when  ihe  signallers  are  asleep.  This  is  so 
TSiy  diflwent  from  the  work  of  other  government  offices  that  we  get  the  worst  class  of  men* 
ma  they  remain  with  us  only  till  they  find  employment  elsewhere. 

5fh.  Delay  in  carrying  on  the  teork  of  the  Department  caused  hy  Superintendents  of  Circles 
having  to  refer  to  or  through  the  J}irector  of  the  Divisioti. — Scarcely  any  thing  can  be  done 
by  a  superintendent  without  fiiSt  referring  to  the  director,  though  all  the  cases  for  which 
that  officer's  authority  is  reqmred  cinild  M  disposed  of  by  the  superintendent  without  the 
slightest  nsk  or  expense  to  the  department,  and  with  e<tual  fAtisfaction  to  the  parties  con- 
cerned. When  it  is  necessary  to  obtain  orders  from  the  head  of  the  department,  ca>  es  re- 
quiring immetliate  action  arc  often  delayed  for  two  months.  Besides  the  delay  of  referring 
matters  to  the  Director,  there  is  the  great  inconvenience  caused  by  that  officer^  order  being 
sometimes  cancelled  by  the  Director  General  (when  the  diary  oi  proGeedin|(i  tt  submittea 
for  his  approval)  long  after  it  (tlie  order)  has  heen  carried  out. 

6th.  Tlte  little  authority  allowed  to  Superintendents  in  making  repairs  to  the  Lines. — A 
Superintendent's  authority  is  not  sufficient  to  pass  the  smallest  expenditure  on  account  of 
line  repair^  and  if  he  Tentures  to  give  an  order  it  is  at  the  risk  of  sanction  being  vehised. 
For  every  little  item,  however  small,  an  eetimate  has  to  be  prepared  and  submitted  to  the 

Director  General  for  sanction  before  the  work  can  be  commenced,  though  the  line  may  be 
tumblijig  down  for  want  of  repairs  thai  would  not  cost  more  than  20  rupees.  Certainly 
many  httie  repairs  are  made  l>y  zealous  inspectors  in  anticipation  of  sanction;  but  they 
have  to  send  in  estimsUes  for  the  work,  and  to  keep  back  tlie  hills  till  h  iters  of  credit  have 
heen  issued  by  the  .Auditor  General  at  Calcutta.  Otiier  line  otiicerii,  who  arc  aot  disposed 
to  run  any  risk,  will  allow  the  lines  to  fall  to  pieces  rather  than  do  any  work  till  the 
formal  sanction  has  been  received.  The  same  course  of  estimates  and  bills  has  to  be  fol- 
lowed in  ihe  cuse  of  petty  repairs  made  by  a  line  rider  during  interruption  to  commoniea* 
tlon.  Tiie  ins|>ector  pays  expense  from  the  contingent  nfeOttsy  in  bis  Mnda;  but  estimate* 
have  to  be  submitted  the  same  as  for  otiier  work, 

3.  In  the  above  remarks  I  have  pointed  out  what  I  consider  to  be  the  defects  of  the  Suggestion  for 

department   I  will  now  suggest  such  measures  as  appear  to  me  necesMiy  to  put  the  lines  patting  the  lines 

and  ofRces  in  efficient  working  order«  and  to  ensure  good  telegraphic  commnnicaUon  in  all  and  offieeshigoed 

weather.  order. 

IsL  Tkt  Xisefc^I  would  suggest  that  the  bad  pieces  of  line  be  put  in  perfect  order  at 

once  and  at  any  cost.  To  effect  tliis  it  will  be  necessary,  first,  to  make  a  permanent  crossing 
at  every  river,  and,  secondly,  to  replace  the  rotten  posits.  Insulation  may  well  be  left  to  the 
Instj  as  communication  can  always  be  maintained  as  long  as  the  wire  is  held  off  the  ground 
on  good  posts,  and  well  secured  at  the  rivers.  Indeed,  insulation  might  be  dispensed  with 
altogether  till  some  better  description  of  insulators  can  be  found  than  those  now  in  use  in 
India. 

2nd.  Assistavt;  In  charts;  of  Sirjnal  Offices. — Our  signallers  are  not  of  the  class  likely  to 
qualify  for  assistants ;  1  would,  tiierelbre,  suggest  that  young  men,  of  fair  education  aud 
0.49.  3U  bMnwas 


Digitized  by  Google 


AFPJBNDIX  TO  BSPORT  FAOli  THE 


App.  No  business  hatli'^,  be  cmployetl  and  trainctl  speciaHy  for  flic  rharixe  nf  offices.    It  is  not 

Deoessary  to  bring  (oea  from  England  for  this  purpo>e,  a»  there  are  qualified  persom  at 
moet  of  the  huge  slatioiiii  in  India  who  would  doubllew  enter  the  depwrtnent  if  a  ndBdenl 

inducement  was  held  out  t  >  them. 

ard.  HiamUtri. — A,  I  would  uggett  an  increase  to  the  onmber  of  n^oalkn  •»  a*  t» 
allow  the  neaviiy  worked  offices  to  act  na  de|)uty  assktants,  two  tor  eadilnttnunent,  aai 
kxtra  lo  i^mvide  for  leare  of  fibsence,  sii  Icness,  Scc-  For  the  other  oSices  I  would  allow  two 
signallers  to  each  instrameDt,  I  would  also  have  a  few  probationers  at  the  bead  ottice  of 
each  circle  to  fill  up  vaceneiet  made  by  dismissals,  reaignadona,  8cc.  In  ao  departomt  in 
Indiu  is  n '^t  S'>  Tiecef»-ary  a?  in  ihe  telegraph  department,  yet,  owing  to  tw  paucity  of 
handii,  leaves  cau  very  seldoio  be  granted  except  on  medical  certificate. 

B.  All  thai  appears  to  be  nec-essary  to  get  a  sufficient  number  of  aiffnaners,  is  to  ma^ 

some  arran}:;eineiit  to  eiihute  tlie  boys  beiag  properly  taken  care  of  till  tliey  are  able  lo  l;ok 
after  then. selves,  and  to  guarantee  a  re^rular  increase  ot  salary  once  a  year,  uccordiu^  iu  the 
scale  gi\cn  in  ywr  Circular  !Nu.  29,  New  Series.  This  cirenlar  was  issued  to  the  deparU 
mcnt  nearly  two  years  ago,  but  its  terroi;  do  n  it  appear  to  have  been  fairly  carried  out. 
The  practice  in  making  promotions  apiwars  to  have  been  to  cl&ss  under  the  heads  *'  indif* 
fereitt"  -and  "  Lad'  srL;ndileis  who,  consideriag  tiicir  youth  and  experiaocsy might  ha  fatdy 

df scribed  as  "  good"  and  "  average." 

4tl).  J'co/ii,  ^c. — I  would  allow  one  night  peon  lo  erory  repeating  office,  aud  one  bearer 
or  luscar  (to  clean  batteries,  lampSi  te*)  cm  fovr  or  five  rupees  per  month,  to  every  office  in 
India.  In  repeating  offices  one  poon  ia  laqmied  csonatantly  in  the  sipial  room  to  pais 
messages  from  one  signaller  to  another,  and  to  the  assislant  in  diaige  when  he  is  in  his 

room. 

5lh.  Correspondenct  of  Superintendents.  —  in  a  department  that  requires  such  close 
attention  and  such  prompt  aciion  as  does  the  telegraph,  it  is  an  object  of  the  greatest 
injportance  li  r  the  e.\eeulive  e>fbccr  tu  lit-  aide  to  receive  and  issue  instructions  ai  the 
shortest  possible  notice;  and  1  think,  titerefore,  that  it  would  be  an  advantage  iu  every 
respect  lo  allow  superintendents  to  i«fer  to  the  head  of  the  depaftment  direct,  and  to 
dispose  ofsncli  case?  ns  may  be  jaTely  entrusted  to  thf  m.  This  plan  would,  of  course,  throw 
more  work  on  the  head  ofBce,  but  i  submit  that  it  would  be  better  tor  the  department  to 
increase  the  diteeinr  generars  office  eatablishment  then  to  continue  the  praaent  arrangement 

(!lh.  Supfriutciident's  authority  regurdin^  Line  Repairs. — ^Tlie  lines  must  be  kept  in  cfii- 
cient  uorkiug  order,  and  it  Would  save  an  iinaiense  deal  tif  trouble  to  allow  buperin  ten  dents 
to  order  petty  repairs  to  the  amount  of  80  or  40  rupees  per  month  for  eacli  section,  and  to 
have  the  bills  audited  by  the  civil  paymasters.  All  works  eomint;  under  the  head  of  con- 
struction, rc-C(.>Q&ti'Uction,  and  extensive  repair:*,  might  ue  ertinnUed  lor  and  pnssed  as  usual. 
Peitv  repaiis  naceBsary  to  rNton  oommunication,  or  to  prevent  the  fulling  of  posts,  are  as 
much  "  ordioaiy  eoutiagendes"  ai  i»ii  for  an  office*  and  the  charges  for  such  should,  1  thiok, 
be  passed  without  furtntf  authority  than  the  seperinteodentTs  connienlguatuftb 

Cost  of  workng       4.  As  re^nls  (he  cost  of  tvorkin^  &e  departtnen^  I  am  of  opinion  lihat  the  aeale  ef 

the  Deportment  establishment  nt  present  allowed  for  llic  lowci-  grade  s  is  not  sufficient,  and  that  it  will  be 
efficiently.  necessary  to  make  ^oiiie  increase  to  put  the  department  on  an  efficient  footing.    Any  reduc- 

tion that  might  be  made  in  abolishing  the  director's  office  would,  piobably,  be  compensated 
by  increasing  the  eslabbsbnieiit  of  the  director  general's  otlicc  and  prouioliug  tiip  junior 
superintcodeutfi,  leaving  any  increase  in  tlie  signal  oilice  establishments  lo  be  pruvuiul  for 
in  auch  manner  aa  ui|^t  be  considered  adTisaUa. 

InrreaiO irf ffhergf      ^-        simplest  way  to  meet  the  enhanced  expenditure  would  be  to  increase  the  charges 
fhr  mnwgii         ^Nr  meisage!!.   Uy  far  the  greater  unmber  of  messages  sent  along  the  Indian  line  are  on 
commercial  matters,  and  the  sender  of  these  think  less  of  the  expense  than  of  the  certainty 

of  their  messaLies  leacliinix  tliei;  de^tll.ation  correctly  and  in  a  reasonable  time.  I  believe 
that  an  increase  of  60  per  cent,  on  the  present  charges  would  not  be  objected  to  by  the 
merchants  if  it  was  only  made  evident  to  them  that  a  oorr^Moding  improveoient  bad  been 
made  in  (he  arrangement  for  transmitting  their  messages. 

BlBHOitAiriitw  submitted  in  accordance  with  the  Diieeior  Q«a«ral,  No.  16I4»  of  the  15th 

September  1864* 

Havixc.  been  desired  by  the  Director  General  to  record  with  the  utmost  freedom  of  dis> 
cusbiou  uiy  opiidon  on  the  subject  of  the  reference  from  the  Government  of  India  in  the 
Home  Department,  ^  n.  i:)44,  of  the  iStli  July  hist,l  beg  to  Submit  ffiie  foUowing  Mamo- 
.  landum,  which  I  have  divided  intu  four  headsj  viz.: — 

1.  Revenue.  I  IIL  Rulss. 

n.  fiabriw.  I  lY,  Lines. 

I. — Revenue. 

Although  opposed  to  the  prevailing  opinion  regarding  postal  and  telegraph  revenue,  my 
belief  is  that  an  increase  in  our  cbaiges  would  ado  to  the  Income  of  the  department.  The 

great  bulk  of  mpsgnpcs  are  sent  over  our  !oii!:e.«;t  lii  cp,  and  for  this  reason,  takiric  into 
ronddcrBtion  the  iiact  that  those  hnes,  (already  crowded,  to  to  speak)  could  not  carry  off 

auffiQant 
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sufficient  additioml  work  to  make  up  for  the  decreased  rates,  I  believe  that  the  exlensioo  jL||b  No.  J. 
of  the  systfim  or  an  uulbm  chAi;g»  tUroa)(bout  India  could  not  but  xeauU  in  a  lalliog  off  ^— 

in  our  coIIecCioas. 

On  the  other  band,  there  is  every  reason  to  Lelit^ve  that  there  would  be  no  iliininutiou 
either  in  ibc  length  or  oumber  of  iDei>sages  were  the  cba^e*  increated,  as  m>  ooe  uses  the 
telegraph,  even  at  one  rupee,  when  the  post  at  half  an  anoa  woidd  answer  tfae  eaase  purpooe. 

The  eost  of  material  in  India  being  greater  and  "educated"  labour  dearer  than  in  cn^- 
land,  Frai)C>.-.  and  America,  less  than  half  the  average  rates  currcut  in  tiiuse  coimtrie^  are  m 
Jbrce  in  this  department.    It  ramuit,  I  si  bmit,  be  denied  tliat  this  is  an  anumaly. 

The  tariff  grven  below  would,  I  think,  be  found  to  answer  welL  It  is  scarcely  necessary 
to  alter  the  mode  of  couutiqg  words  charged  or  peon  hire.  The  existing  "  rate  "  of  4uo  mAsA 
abnild  abo  he  reUunad. 

10  -words  and  under,  per  rate  -.*--]  rapee. 
Above  10  worde,  per  wavd  par  .rate    .....  i|  annai. 

It  will  be  seen  that  by  the  above  arfangement,  the  daas  of  tliort  messnges  usually  sent  by 

erivale  individuals  will  not  be  matcriallv  int-rfered  with,  exceptiui;  that  six  words  kss  can 
B  sent  for  the  rupee.  The  increai>e  would  t[im>  be  borne  cliiefly  by  opium  speculator  and 
ntacatttile  bouses*,  who  derife  preuni.iry  beneht  froin  tbetr  use  of  the  telegBkpb»  and  whow 
nMttages  by  the  MedafeemuMMi  route  show  that  tbey  eare  Uttle  for  the  expenae  incurrad. 

IL-^Sdariei. 

Ii  is,  I  think,  fi;eneially  ;idiniited  that  sujierintendcnts,  more  especially  the  lower  grades 
areunderpaod,  nnd  it  would,  I  consider,  be  no  more  than  fair  to  aseiiniiate  their  salaries  to 
fliesB  •of  the  IhibRe  Works  3E>epaittnetft ;  a  supeiiBtendeiit  ranking  with  (be  eieentire 
earinearofTria  cAase,  -Tis.:-^ 

». 

1st  Class      .......  MO  per  uenieoi. 

2d   750  „ 

3d     „  •    .      .  600 

4th    M  600  „ 

The  travellins;  allowance  nhould  ako,  I  sahnitp  be  jaada  aqoal  (o  that  granted  to  sAeais 
e&  the  Public  Works  Department. 
Assistant  supcninteMdents  should,  I  think,  draw  SftO  rupees  per  mensem,  whieb  is  the 

salary  of  an  assistant  engrineer  in  tlJC  Public  VVorks  DepLiitiiient.  I  attach  (Onsidernble 
importance  to  the  dttference  between  the  pay  of  an  assistant  superintendent  and  that  of  a 
•nperintendent  being  bucIi  as  to  make  the  pranoiion  fidt.  There  ia  amr  only  a  rise  of 
60  mpccs,  wliith  ihc  loss  of  liuvelling  allowance  more  than  counterbalances. 

1  would  propose  uo  ultemtion  in  the  jiiiy  of  inspectors,  but  in  lieu  would  give  every 
officer  of  that  grade  who  mny  be  in  charge  ot  a  line  a  niilea<;e  allowance  of  two  nnnas  per 
mile  per  mensem,  calculated  on  the  extent  of  bis  charge j  the  allowance  to  be  drawn  jonlf 
when  all  hk  hiiea«iia  working  welL 

The  pay  of  overseers  I  would  apportion  as  ieUowa:— 

European.  iVative. 
Jat  Ovenaer     ...  .      .      190  -     -  00 

2d       „  ......      100  60 

3d     „  eo--*oo 

lU,  Aisiataat  Dveneci       ;      -      -      •       «0  -     -  40 

2d,»        „  -.'>oo-'Sa 

ad       „  „  .      -      '      •       40  -      .  20 

Offlee  Atfittanti.—^Thh  is  »  grade  which,  fVom  it*  being  idenliealasregatdspaywith  that 

of  ■-'  jimII'  i.  1-  11' t  ■■.ffi-i  t>v  ilr  l;t't(?r ri?  it  should  be.    The  office  nllowance  ia 

Bot«-t>uitteifttt  reuiUosrHtion  lor  toe  respon^ibthties  entailed  by  the  chargo  of  an  otiice,  and 
the  anomaly  is  the  more  apparent  in  rases  where  a  steady  aifpialier,  raisld  to  office  chari^e, 
ha?  one  or  tnore  Kigirallers  under  him  drawing  more  pay  proper  than  he  does  himself; 
infctances  of  this  tre  by  no  meHUS  uncommon.  Moreover,  the  equaiily  of  pay  between  the 
head  of  an  office  and  his  subordinates  not  only  lessens  his  authority  over  them,  but  also 
tends  to  prevent  the  assistant,  when  promoted  to  charge  of  the  otbce.  withdrawing  hiuiself 
from  his  former  aasoefotes;  and  I  have  noticed  that,  as  a  general  rule,  oflkes  in  wliieh  the 
assistant  ass>>riHt(»  iiii  I  1111^-.  -  .v  irli  hi ^  signallers  are  not  by  any  nieailSSO  well  fegnlsted 
as  those  ia  which  the  head  ot  liie  othce  maintained  bis  proper  positioi). 

Signallers. — The  difficulty  lu  obtiuning  recruits  in  this  branch,  and  thcdcterioratiouiuthe 
dass  of  candidates,  induce  me  to  think  that  the  pay  on  enteritig;  should  be  raieed  to  80 
rupees.  l  Oi  if  40  rupees  should  be  given  to  a  signaller  on  his  being  posted  to  an  office. 
I  du  not  tliiiik  nuv  t  hj eel  IB  gained  by  increasing  a  signaller's  pay  by  five  rupees.  The 
rise  is  scarcely  felt,  ami  I  feel  convinced  that  a  greater  increase  at  laager  intervals  would 
be  more  aeceptable  to  them  as  a  body. 

The  chief  point  requiring  notice,  as  regards  this  ^rade,  is  the  short  average  duration  of 
acilltt;,  which,  if  estimnt  J  f  t  T  ur  years,  would,  I  believe,  be  rather  above  than  belou  the 
DDariu  It  is  not  difficult  to  eficertniii  the  cause  of  this.  The  department  engages  boys  of 
14  whose  fmaamHf  is  oadiHhNiit,  and  to  whom  few  if  any  other  kinds  of  empbynent  are 

OJtS.  8  v  s  open. 
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Afpb  N«.  ft.  open.  In  a  thett  time,  say  three  ywis,  they,  as  a  rule,  write  a  good  htuadf  ttud  are,  from 
the  naiure  of  the  work,  sliarper  nnd  more  intelligent  than  when  first  engaged ;  at  this  period, 
or  even  earlier,  they  begia  to  look  out  for  other  employmcDt.  The  department  is,  in  fact, 
a  kind  of  finishing  school  for  lads  whose  paretiUi  cannot  or  will  not  maiuiain  them  longer. 
If  the  period  of  their  indentures  be  iocresMd  to  five  ywuSf  the  lupply  of  recruits,  ohmdy 
poor  both  in  quality  and  quantity,  will  laU  off  still  more. 

It  may  be  considered  that  one  signaller  who  has  served  two  years  \i  worth  two  who  have 
just  been  posted  to  offices  after  leaving;  the  training  school,  and  for  each  year's  service  up 
to  five  be  iaipro?e8  considerably.  After  A  v  e  years,  I  do  not  think  hie  efficiency  as  a  signaller 
is  progipsgive,  but  by  that  time,  if  ordinarily  intelligent  and  well-conducted,  he  n  ay 
expected  to  be  either  a  deputy  as»i»tant  or  in  charge  of  an  office,  either  of  which  carries  a 
imall  allowance;  I  would  fur  tins  reeioo  offer  more  inducement  to  the  signallers  who  hax-e 
*  Vkb  anneinie.  served  two  years  and  upmirds  to  remain,  and  suggest  the  foUuwing  scale*  of  pay  as  likely 
to  answer  the  purpose.  The  soak  ia  more  particularly  intended  tor  dgnaHon  and  depui^ 
assisuijis.  The  promotion  of  asHstahts  iooald,  I  think,  be  coosidereJ  aooording  to  tbor 
q|ualifications  for  office  chaise. 

III.  Rules. 

I  believe  that  a  comprehensive  code  of  depaitmental  ru*es,  classified  and  indexed,  wou'd 
Telieve  the  snpeiintendenis  of  a  very  large  proportion  of  their  correspondence,  and  set  them 
free  to  give  more  tiii.e  to  the  supervision  of  then*  lines  ai.d  odicr-s.  Many  of  tlie  auperia- 
tendems  are  nnw  &o  tieti  dovim  to  their  desks  as  to  leave  the  working  of  tiie  circle  in  reality 
to  their  aasistanta.  I  alao  think  a  dear  exposition  of  tbe  node  of  preparing  eecottota  is 
moat  necessary. 

I  would  suggest  a  departmental  maunal,  on  the  prmciple  of  those  issued  to  every  railway 

oflicer,  which  should  be  revised  twice  yearly,  but  rernam  as  far  as  possible  unaltered  between 
the  periods  of  revision.  1  think  that  an  aHsistant  superintendent,  an  inspector,  and  aa 
assistant,  might  be  piofitably  eni))loyt;d  as  a  committee  to  be  engaged  solely  in  compiling 
end  revising  ihe  existing  rates.  The  so  called  revised  rules  now  s  ■!  1  t  >  the  public  are 
naeless  and  Uablc  to  mislead  in  many  particulars.  The  polymetrical  table  also  requires 
oonsideiable  expeniion. 

IV.  Lines. 

The  importance  of  the  efficient  conservancy  of  the  lines  cannot  be  over-estituated.  The 
recoostraction  of  lines  in  Bengal  circle  has  reduced  the  inierruptions  duriur  tbe  present 
rainy  seaaon  almost  to  a  mintmttm,  and  I  now  consider  tbe  sabstitntion  of  an  efficient  systen 
of  insulation,  for  that  on  tbe  Brooke  principle,  as  the  only  thing  wanting  to  make  the 

ovemround  Unes  perfect. 
Tnere  are^  however,  8«>veral  rivers  cabled  which  might  be  spanned,  such  as  tbe  Ganges  at 

Benares,  the  Soanc  at  Dehree,  nnd  the  Damooda  at  Raneegun;;e.  The  fu>t  cost  would  be 
heavy,  but  so  is  that  of  cables,  and  the  ultimate  »aving  could  not  but  be  very  great. 

About  six  months  ago  I  obtuini^d  permission  to  do  away  with  the  system  of  line  riders 
in  Bengal,  and,  iu  lieu,  to  place  each  section  of  line  under  the  charge  of  an  overseer,  who 
would  be  responsible  to  his  inspector  for  its  efficient  working.  This  measure  has,  I  submit, 
resulted  in  greatly  increased  efficiency  at  a  reduced  cost. 

The  extension  of  the  double  line  to  Agra  has  uUo  contributed  very  mucli  to  the  improved 
working  of  the  Bengal  circle,  and  it  is,  1  think,  probable,  or  indeed  certain,  that  the  advan* 
tages  which  would  accrue  from  the  existence  of  a  doubh  line  on  all  our  primary  routes 
would  more  tlian  counterbalance  the  mere  prime  cost  of  crcctiu";  a  second  wire  on  our 
present  sup[>orts.  One  line  would  then  he  available  solely  for  direct  working  between 
distant  stations,  tbe  other  for  local  work.  One  of  the  greatest  hindrances  tbe  cbpartment 
baa  now  to  contend  mib.  n  the  choking  of  fines  from  overwork. 


ScAL£  of  Pay  for  Signallers. 


Yearns  Servioeh 

Superior. 

Good. 

Ordinary. 

Indifferent. 

JRi. 

Bt. 

Hi. 

10 

ISO 

100 

70 

60 

• 

120 

100 

70 

60 

8 

100 

00 

70 

60 

7 

100 

00 

GO 

60 

9 

100 

80 

flO 

80 

« 

90 

80 

60 

so 

4 

80 

70 

«o 

00 

S 

99 

80 

M 

40 

9 

50 

00 

40 

40 

I 

40 

40 

40 

40 

(signed)      X  M»  Lmte, 

ooperiRteadent.  Bengal  Circle, 

OfBciatiog  Storekeeper. 
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(Home  Department. — Electric  Telegraph. —No.  1626.)  ll 

From  A,  M,  MonUathj  Esa.,  Under  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  India,  to  Colonel 
C.  Uougias,  DiKetor  General  of  Telegraphs  in  India. 

Sir,  Simla,  17  June  1866. 

I  AM  directed  to  acknowlediie  the  receipt,  on  the  12th  April,  of  your  letter  No. 
dated  tlie  1st  I'ebruary,  reporting  on  the  defective  working  of  the  telegraph  department, 
and  on  the  measures  required  for  promoting  its  efficieney. 

2.  This  report  is  n  reply  to  n  call  ma'lc  upon  you  last  July;  and  for  the  excessive  delny 
which  hag  been  allowed  to  take  place  in  its  submiasion,  I  am  instructed  to  express  the 
extreme  dixsatisfaction  of  the  Governor  General  in  Gonmcil.  This  delay  is  the  more 
vexationa  and  reprdiaiiible,  inaimueb  as  the  impeiftet  manner  in  whicK  some  of  the 
multm  disevMed  in  the  report  liave  been  submitted,  predodes  the  possibility  of  a  decision 

upon  theoi  being  nt  oiiee  conic  to. 

3.  Regarding  the  promotion  of  the  efhcieiicy  of  the  department,  you  state  that  the  stepe 
taken  towards  the  reconstruction  of  tempornrv  and  permanent  lines,  as  well  Hie  nwaiarae 
adopted  for  remedying  the  great  evil  of  defective  insulation,  have  already  produced  im- 
provement in  the  working  of  some  lines,  und  afford  ground  for  expecting  a  itiU  further  and 
more  eenent  Jn^rrovemmi^  as  the  opeiatkNM  now  in  pro|^«t8  adtaace  towsurds  completion. 
You  nmher  npoit  upon  dm  expediency  of  other  measures  reqnired  to  place  the 
deparfanenk  on  n  satisbetoiy  footing:  these  measuree  may  convemently  be  enumerated 
as  fbllow%  vis. • 

L  Revision  uf  the  rate  of  clinrge  foT  mesB^pe*,  With  the  Tiew  of  ruaii^  the 

receipts  of  tlie  department. 
II.  Improvement  of  the  sign-.dling  establishment. 

IIL  Imjjroving  of  the  iippei  grades  of  tlie  (lepartmeiitnl  ngenry,  viz.,  directors,  SUper* 

intendents,  assistant  supenutenilents,  iiij^jic!  tors,  und  overseers. 

4.  Respecting  these  several  points,  remarks  will  now  be  made;  and  it  is  desired  that  the 
'fiirther  treatment  of  each  of  tliem  by  you  may  be  separate  and  distinct 

6.  The  two  first  points  in  the  enumeration  given  above  are  regarded  by  the  Goveraor 
Ctaieral  In  Conncfl  as  by  far  the  most  important ;  and  it  Is  particularly  necessary  that,  in 

dealing  witli  each  of  them,  no  delay  whatever  should  be  allowed  to  take  place.   To  this 
necessity  his  I'^xcellency  in  Council  deein  s  me  strongly  to  draw  your  attention. 

0.  The  question  of  increasing  the  receipts  of  the  department  by  n  revision  of  the  rate  of 
cihaijl^e  for  tclegrnfih  messti'^es,  was  one  of  the  points  speciulfy  in  licated  for  your  considera- 
tion in  the  orders  of  July  last;  and  the  facts  brought  foiwuid  iii  your  present  letter,  respect- 
ing the  extent  of  the  defiett*  of  present  income,  as  coni[>ared  with  present 

working  expenses;  the  necessity  of  incurring  a  still  larger  expenditure,    •  gwnntsMBia  laooue  -  .  »,a 
with  the  view  of  providinpr  a  more  efficient  working  establishment;  and      VktsHit woAst c^umm  -  UjUfM 

the  smallness  of  the  present  rate  of  charge  for  messages,  as  cnnpared  Dafck  -  JU.  I.IT.00O 

with  the  rate.4  adopted  in  the  telegraphs  of  other  countries,  strongly  ' 
support  the  expediency  and  propriety  of  a  considerable  increase  in  the  scale  by  whidi  at 
present  the  charge  for  nicssage<<  is  regulated. 

7.  In  providing  for  this  object,  the  first  question  ior  consideration  is  the  measure  of 
inerease  whicii  it  may  be  proper  to  adopt  as  the  basis  of  the  revision,  and  on  this  point  the 
Govrmnr  General  in  Council  thinks  that  the  new  rates  should  be  calculated  to  produce,  on 
the  assumption  of  Ute  present  number  of  messages,  an  increase  in  the  Teo«pts  of  fiom  Sft  to 
33  ])er  cctit.  on  the  existing  anumnt  of  tlie  receipts,  so  as  to  make  th<'  department,  after 
giving  it  credit  for  the  amount  received  ior  service  messages,  self-supixirting. 

8.  The  ne.Nt  qitestion  is  the  precise  form  which  the  required  revision  of  rates  should  take, 
and  on  this  point  you  ni  ike  the  suggestions  noted  in  the  niar-jin*.  You  further  point  out 
that  the  present  method  of  charge  m  the  diiect  ratio  of  distances  is  "  radically  defective," 
inasmuch  as  the  transmission  of  a  message  over  a  longer  distance  docs  not  involve  a 
proportionately  laiger  cost  to  the  ilepartment,  oiving  to  the  fact  of  there  being  "  certam 
fixed  departmental  expenses  "  common  to  all  messages  alike,  whatever  their  length  or  the 
distances  over  which  they  have  to  hi-  ronveyeJ."'  You,  theieftirr,  propose  Att  «e  nviied 
scale  should  be  based  on  one  or  other  of  the  two  lullowing  systeOM,  vis. : — 

(1.)  To  have  a  fixed  lee  representing  the  fixed  expenses  oottuon  to  all  messages, 
supplemented  by  a  distaaoe  charge  r^resenting  the  lelative  expenses  ct  messages  over 
different  distances;  or, 

(2.)  To  have  a  polymetrical  tible  of  charges  between  all  offices, — the  charge*  beine 
calculated  in  the  most  equitable  maMnar  possible,  with  reference  not  onlv  to  the  fixed 
otpensea  eommon  to  all  messages,  and  the  varying  expenses  dependent  oa  dntance,  but  to 
the  local  Iraffie  »nd  paying  ebaraietsr  of  eacii  line. 

9.  The 


•  mTendMS  the  nnmtarcr          weid»  in  ssslmllsthwi  to  tts_pmetlcs  to  flnss  sn 
aasamsa  lias,  sad  on  fhsllBMWVifcaabaesoidaaes  with  dMfvlM  '  

(S,}  Jmtua  of  charging,  a«  at  present,  for  each  word  to  SBWtH  of  a  given  ml  

qfSlam  ef  Urging  by  groups  of  words,— the  group  proMSSd  lo  to  adopted  being  «BS  ef  . 

(3.)  Instead  of  ohai^ing,  ss  St  pssu^  hr  dinct  dbtaoee,  to  chaiga  ssoanUng  to  ths  Aortsit 
akieg  the  tabgnph  lias  by  whkih  ftispoMSIstoeonvqr  the  mMssga. 

0.48.  S  U  8 
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Apj^  No.  4.         9.  The  Governor  General  in  Council  is  inclined  to  regard  the  several  changes  indicated 
■  -  on  the  margin  of  the  preceding  ptiragmph  as  advantajreous ;  and,  as  between  the  alterna^ 

live  II  etiiods  i  f  charge  quoted  in  the  uouclutling  part  oi  Ihu  paraitraph,  he  would  express 
a  decidetl  preferexica  for  toat  which  contemplates  tJie  levy  of  a  fixed  fef,  together  with  a 
distance  charge,  on  fhe  gmund  not  only  of  the  more  ready  meaiia  which  you  think  that 
mode  will  ntVcv!  t  i  ''t-  rulilio  for  the  calculation  of  the  cost  of  messages,  but  als'i  fTthe 
coiuparative  case  with  wliich  it  can  ai  once  be  made  available,  and  of  the  greater  iacility 
mih  v  hjchitcan,  if  iieces^arv,  be  hereafter  modified  to  meet  any  alteration  of  <drcumfltaacM 
which  may  arise.  The  fact  that  the  polymetrical  (able  would,  as  stated  by  you, 
require  three  months  for  its  pirpuration,  and  that  any  future  alteration  of  rates,  and 
even  any  future  incre.iie  in  tlie  number  of  telegraph  oflices,  would  require  exienaive 
alterattonSf  if  not  a  reconstruction,  «4'  (he  taUe,  seems  indeed  to  tiie  Goveroor 
Oeaeral  in  CSovadl  almnet  to  predvde  the  oomtderatioik  of  ihat  netlHM)  of  regulating  the 
•fibarges. 

10.  Having  regard,  however,  to  t'lc  interest  of  the  general  coiuniuiiity  which  is  involved 
in  the  revision  of  the  rates  of  charge,  and  in  the  selection  and  eial>oraiioti  of  a  really  good 

•  Vide  this  office    system  tt«  its  basis,  and  also  to  tlie  relation  -which  it  may  I'c  found  expedient  to  establish* 
letter.  No.  986,      between  the  tarifis  of  Governmcni  telegraph  lines  ar.d  those  of  railway  or  other  private 
dated^Veb.  IWS.  lelegniph  lines,  tht  Governor  Geneml  in  Council  thinkii  that  the  )»ubject  will  be  dealt  with 
■loatsafiriy  by  a  Committee,  in  which  repraaeatative»  of  the  East  Inoian  railway  ami  the 
Sastein  Bengal  railway  might  be  aasociateH  a«  inembea  with  yoanelf  and  one  otiicr 
«ficer. 

11.  Steps  will  accordingly  be  taken  at  once  fur  nnminating  a  Committee,  of  which  you 
^l  be  president,  for  tlie  above  ol^ect;  end  a  copy  of  the  preceding  remarks,  so  far  as 

they  relate  to  th<'  revision  of  the  mtc  and  system  of  cliarye  tor  mess  iges,  togetlier  with  a 
suitubla  (.xtract  fiuni  your  report,  will  be  cumniunicated  lu  the  mi-oibeis  uf  ilie  Cointnittee, 
with  such  general  insiruciione  resptciing  the  ecope  of  their  deliberalioas  as  it  may  be 
deemed  necessary  to  give. 

IS.  Meantime,  T  am  desired  to  rMjnesi  (hat  rtntnediafe  steps  may  be  talen  for  preparing 
and  puliiiii:  in  a  naciily  available  form  such  deparlmeiital  staiisticsf  iis  the  Committee  are 
likely  to  require,  ai>  well  a^i  all  necessary  inrorinaiion,  tin  far  as  it  may  be  available,  respect- 
htg  the  rules  and  practice,  on  ilie  points  under  notice,  re-coL^mzed  tti  Soiopeao  td^n^hs, 
aod  particulaily  in  il^e  Indo-European  line.  As  it  is  of  great  i^nportance  to  obtain  a  speedy 
decision  ul  the  qu>.fition  uf  the  mode  and  rate  of  chtirger,  tlte  Committee  will  submit  their 
report  as  soon  as  possible. 

IS.  The  second  point  in  the  [  enumeiatiuo  given  in  ptura.  9  of  this  letter  hat  refer- 
eoee  lo  die  impfovement  of  the  signalling  esteUisbment.  The  Governor  General  in 
Council  thii'ks  that  ihis  branch  of  the  department  is  undoubtedly  tlie  one  wliicli  needs 
chi<^fly  to  be  looked  tu;  and  his  Excellency  in  Council  regrets  to  observe  that  there  is  no 
part  of  your  report  more  unsatisfactory  than  that  in  which  you  treat  of  this  branch,  for  no 
epecifir  infornitttion  is  >z;iven  either  as  to  \vh  it  exists,  or  what  is  proposed  for  the  future. 

14.  You  are  requested,  thereiore,  at  once  to  submit  a  titateuieut  showing  ihe  grades  into 
which  ihe  present  signalling  establishment  is  divided,  with  the  salary  of  each  grade,  and 
atoo  Uke  girades  and  sjalsnea  which  it  is  propoaed  to  suOatitate.  llie  Governor  Geoesnl  in 
Cotihcil  cannot  sanction  any  such  geneial  and  indeflniie  arrangement  as  that  indicated  in 
youi  GH't)  prtra. ;  and  it  seems  ( ertain  to  his  Excellency  in  Council  th;»t  tlie  service 
will  be  uu  ie  atttactive  if  there  are  fixed  classes  with  bx&d  salaries,  so  that  all  may  know 
what  they  have  to  look  to. 

15.  The  third  point  among  the  subjects  mentioned  in  para.  3  of  this  letter  has 
reference  to  the  increiises  proposed  by  you  for  the  grades  ui  the  department  akove  that  uf 
signallers.  The  Governor  General  in  Council  is  inclined  lo  agree,  to  a  great  extent,  in 
yotn:  rarommendation  for  increased  pay ;  but  it  is  notsatiafiictoriiy  shown  that  the  offices  of 
^director "and  '^snperintendent"  m  both  neeeasary.  Toar  reply  on  this  point  (paraa. 
33  and  34)  is  entirely  insufficient.  In  tt  e  absenc  e  of  any  proof  to  tlie  coninirv, 
it  may  not  unreasonably  be  suggested  thai,  given  a  piopt  r  office' e  stablishment  (which  is  of 
course  an  ersential  requisite),  the  Director  Gene*al  shimld  find  iiu  difficulty  in  buperin^ 
terdintr  directly  1  &  subordinate  oflices,  if  t]!e=e  offices  are  tliemsclves  filled  by  competent 
and  trus; worthy  persons.  The  niaxin-um  salaries  of  tlie  present  three  directors 
amount  to  3,500  rupees  per  mensem ;  and  if  tliis  sum  were  devoted  to  improving  the 
IMMttaon  of  the  aupenotendents^       atreogtheniag^  the  Director  Clenaial's  Oifice,  there 

would 


•t  It  woiiM,  for  ex«»^,  no  doubt  crrently  fiicilitat«  the  laboan  of  the  commlttw,  if  a  statomcnt  can  be 
jMifailid, she»ria||r  the  namber  of  nussoges  despatched  during  a  given  time,  ny  for  (wparattly)  two  ortT 
Wws evsg given  fflstsMB%  100, aiX)^aoQ,4(Minifaa^«irf  to  wbifihai 

Mga  esn  bs  sent  tij  fbs  Inekii  tsli^a|ili. 


t  AsWkiw^fltri 


pie:-. 

3  Utteton,  vitb  en  anreg 
M  SiiMinMadiMi,  wlS  w 


egate  uiuj  at  • 


R*. 
3,500 


1  00  l.COO 
8  on  800 

2  on  700 
4  an  600 

»  on  see 

AvuUble  fat  ttnagthemog  Ute  Dictetor  Geneial'a  office 


ris 


2,000 
2,100 

«,soe 

6M 
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would  be  no  occasion  for  the  further  ]ar>;e  iticrease  of  (400  x  1,650  zz  )  3,050  rupees,  pro-      A|i^  M«w** 
noted  bj  you  ia  respect  of  tht'iv  establwiimeitts.   A  further  and  clearer  ezplanatioii,  there-  ■■  •- 

nve*  M  to  the  neceesiiy  of  t^taimng  thv  office  of  direetcrr  is  reqaired ;  and  I  atn  deAired  to 

point  out  that  what  is  wanted  i  i  3ome  prec-i-ii;  crKjiit  of  tlie  duties  uh^ch  thi»  directors  now 
actoaliy  perlonn,  und  a  precise  »tatemt*nt  ni  the  grounds  on  which  you  hold  that  those 
da  lies  cannot  be  devolved  partly  oo  the  T>irertor  Gen<-ral*»  Ofllee»  so  fcr  as  they  relate 

directly  to  the  control  and  supervision  of"  the  superintendents,  Hiid  parHy  on  th°  S'.inerin- 
tend(MUs,  so  (  jr  us  they  relate  to  the  direct  control  and  sup^.-rvi8iou  of  the  telegraph  offlv-eji 
and  lines. 

le.  Respecting  the  proposeii  revision  of  the  grades  of  asgiiitAnt  superiatendents,  inspeo- 
tors,  end  OTerseen,  at  an  ag'^re^^ate  increase  of  R#.  1S,46I.  8.  S.  |«er  mensem,  the 

Governor  General  in  Coiirtcil,  I  um  to  snv,  d  ie-  not  douUt  the  oipediency  of  inifir  .1  ^  the 
pofiitiot)  of  these  clashes  and  he  will  be  flbSjMMied  to  view  their  ca>e  favourably  m  ihi;  event 
of  its  being  found  possible  to  meat  the  adaiiioaoJ  expense  by  aa  adequate  ineiMae  ia  ths 
Ittccipts  ot'ihe  departm''t>t, 

17.  In  rc^ar'l  to  the  ifiuarks  made  ta  the  71st  para,  of  your  letter  rCiifJt'cUug  the 
abolition  <>f  nnremuiierative  office^,  and  the  reduciion  in  the  uumber  of  coutiaoou^  Rerviee 
offices,  I  am  desired  to  requeKt  that  definite  proposals  may  be  separately  submitted,  with- 
out delay,  regarding  such  etteee  as  yeweeasidir  it  possible  and  desirable  to  reduce. 

Ihave,  &e. 

(signed)       it.  il.  MonUath, 
Under  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  Indi  i. 


From  A.  M.  MonUath,  £»q.,  Under-Secretary  to  the  Government  of  India,  to  the  Secie'ary 
to  the  Government  ot  Bengal,  l^ublic  Woiks  Dep»rtmcDt  (No.  10^6);  dated  Saniuia, 

S9th  June  iae». 

Tub  Governor  General  in  Council  having  resolved  upon  the  appowtSMQl  of  a  eemmitlee 
for  the  revision  of  the  rates  and  system  of  charges  (or  telegraphic  messages,  I  am  directed 
to  reqnest  that  Captain  Taylor,  the  consulting  engineer  in  uie  Railway  Department,  may  be 
desired  to  put  hiaiself  in  comnumicition  with  th^'  Director  Grntoal  ol Ti  legrapiis  ia  India, 
with  a  view  to  carrying  out  the  wishes  ol  (he  Government  of  India,  as  expressed  in  the 
accompanying  extract*  of  a  letter  to  the  L^tect«>f  General,  dated  the  ITth  instant  *  Paras,  (i  to 

2.  The  Goiernor  General  al»o  desiies  that  the  I, ifti tenant  Governor  will  he  gi>f,d  eiv  u:;h  and  part  of  paia. 
to  invite  the  agents  of  the  East  Indian  Riil^vay  Coiopany  and  the  Eastern  Bengal  liaihvay  H, down  to^abeve 
CSovpany,  each  to  name  an  officer  ot  his  c<an|ia>iy  who  may  he  a!>soeiated  with  the  Director  object. 
General  of  Telegraphs  and  Captain  Taylor^  and  to  desire  such  officer,  to  put  themselves  in 
communicaUon  with  the  IXreclor  Oanaral  of  Telegraphs* 


(No.  1936.) 

Copy  forwatded  to  the  Director  Cencnl  of  Teleirraphs,  for  inrumatiou  and  guidance. 


3,liOU 


No,  iy37.) 

Resoia  rioN  in  ihe  Home  Department  (Electric  Telegraph), dated  Simla,  29  June  1869. 
liBAD  the  toliowing  papers: — 

From  the  Dtredor  Gciieral  of  TSdegraphs  in  India  (No.  2938),  dated  1  February  I865, 
to  the  Dhector  General  ofTclegraphs  in  India  (No.  1636),  dated  17  June  1865. 

OnsE^VATio^s. — ^The  figures  on  the  margin  show  the  present  saoctioDed  ei^tablishinent  of 

siguallers  in  the  Telegraph  Department ;  but  in  Colonel  Douglas's  report,  dated  the  1st    ao  „  loo 

February,  it  is  stated  that,  on  the  Slst  of  July  hi3l  there  were  actu  illy  only  814  i  n  the  30  „  80  =  2,400 
establishment,  of  whom  the  very  large  number  ol  129  were  probalioQers  who  bad  never  ^  " 

joined  ote.                                                                                 m  C  m*  -  Mso 

9.  It  is  not  possible  wiih  pnidenee  10  j^ive  any  definite  orders  resfiecting  the  numbers  and        i»    *S*  a 

the  pay  of  the  signallers,  until  the  Government  receives  a  further  repori  on  the  subject;  but  JjJ  "   s^l  ^ 

since  the  insufficiency  of  the  signallers'  pay  and  of  their  numbers  in  rapidly  affecting  th<^  30  "  fas  a  tso 
efficiency  of  the  department,  the  Governor  General  in  Council  considers  that  it  is  evj)eLli  :iit        »  J  20  600 

to  give  a  general  intimation  to  the  Director  General  thai,  as  respects  numbers,  he  may,  d"  3°  "  [1'^^  4'* 

necessary,  in  anticipation  of  sanction,  increa&e  the  strength  within  the  limit  of  1,()00  signal-    

Jen*  the  number  named  by  Colonel  Doujflas  in  bis  report ,-  and  also  that  the  Government  *6,J4i 
^HN,  at  once,  if  he  thinhs  1%  desiraUe,  anuiorise  the  rai^  ng  of  the  first  four  etasses  to  150,  l^^JH^ 

125,  JOO  and  00  rupees  n  m  nth,  rcspectivelv.    Tlie  increase  inv  -lvr  i  l)y  this  will  he  2  "'O  1-5 

rupees  a  month,  bemg  &u  tkicrease  of  22*1  per  cent,  on  the  presefit  ag^re^te  saiazies  ot  the  --^ 
four  claaaBSii 

3.  This  increase  will,  it  is  presumed,  include  many  of  those  to  whou  flO  iMRMt  has  s.|0 
already  been  given  by  order  id  the  Comnnssioner  of  ocinde.  •  i 

4.  It  seems  deairable  also  to  the  Governor  General  in  Council  that  sencdon  should  at 
once  be  given  to  the  additional  allowances  proposed  ia  para.  61  of  Colonel  Douglas's  i«o 

6.48;  ■  8U4  Report,  — • 
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App.  No.  report,  for  one  signaller  in  each  office  (or  rather  in  three-fourths  of  the  offices),  rlrpnty 

■m^-.'  assistant  in  charge.    The  increase  is  stated  by  Colonel  Douglas  ai  1,945  rupees  a  month. 

A.  The  Governor  General  in  Council  would  fnrtlicr  authorise  the  additional  aUointnoe 
proposed  in  para.  M  of  CiobNiel  Douglaa'a  repof^  for  the  h«ad  aiMBtaot  in  chaige  in  the 
51  offices  in  which  that  anowanea  is  not  now  drawn.  The  real  ineieaae  (at  an  average  of 
30  rupees  a  month)  will  be  1,630  rupees.  Colonel  Dou<;las  slates  it  as  only  650  rupees; 
but  this  is  based  on  a  compariaon  with  the  sanctioned  scale  of  allowances,  which  are  not  at 
present  fnUy  drawn. 

(3„vnnrJ>        F.  (\  Dayhy, 
SecicUiy  to  the  Government  ot  India. 


Obdbked  that  the  papers  noted  above  be  forwarded,  with  the  foregoing  observations,  to 
the  Fmaneial  Department^  for  earlj  consideration  of  the  proposals  regarding  the  telegraph 
signalling  e^tiblishment,  and  with  an  intimation  that  an  increase  of  the  rates  of  charge  for 
messages  is  under  consideration,  whereby  it  is  hoped  that  the  receipts  of  the  department 
may  be  made  to  cover  a]l  charges. 


(No.  1178.) 

RESOLrTiON  in  the  Financial  Department;  dated  Simla,  3  July  1805. 

Resolution. — ^The  Governor  General  in  Council  is  pleased  to  sanction  the  increases  le- 
commended  above,  on  die  understanding  that  the  chaises  will' be  shortly  raised  on  all  mes- 
sages to  meet  these  increased  expenses  of  the  Telcgrajili  Department,  and  that  wherever 
increases  of  salaries  are  made  in  cousequence  of  this  order,  the  compensation  on  account  of 
dearaess  of  provUons  wilt  oea8e> 

Ordered  that  the  above  be  commnnicBted  to  the  Home  Department,  and  the  Auditoc 
General  of  India. 

(signed)       E.  H.  Ltuhitt^ton, 
Secwtaiy  to  the  Gofemment  of  India. 


(No.  2189.) 

Copy  forwarded  lur  information  to  the  Director  General  uf  Telegraphs  in  India. 

By  Order, 

Home  Department,  Simla,  A.  M.  Monteath, 

7  July  186A.  Under  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  India, 


To  SetHtajof  Stall,  ir«.  «,  if  ISSS.  dstoi  IMtif, 


(Home  Department— Electric  Telegraph. —>No.  6  of  IBM.) 

To  the  Right  Honourable  Sir  Charle$  Woodf  BarL,G.CB.,  Secretary  of  State  for  India; 

dated  Fort  William,  S5  January  1866. 

Sir, 

With  reference  to  the  despatches  noted  on  the  margin,  wo  have  the  honour  to  transmit  for 

your  information  the  accompanying  copy  of  a  Report  by 
vZ  V.Tfim^"^  2  October.  the  Director  General  on  the  re-orgnnization  of  the  Tele- 

No.  13,' of  1866    '  23  Oct.,  pars.  2.     graph  Departmoit  in  India,  togeuier  with  a  copy  of  oar 
»o.«n.S2SS^^*S»!^"  feesolutiontheieon. 

We  have,  &  r 

John  Lawrence. 
W.  11.  Mani/Ui. 
H.  S,  Maine, 
W.  <?rey. 
G.  N.  Taylor. 


(No.  171 A.^ 

From  Lieutenant  Colonel  G.  Robuuon,  r.e.,  OtGciating  Director  General  of  Telegraphs 
in  Indin,  to  £L  C.  B^bjff  Esqaire,  Seeretaiy  tothe  Govemmnt  of  India ;  dated  LMdonr, 
18  October  iset. 

As  promised  in  previous  correspondence,  I  have  now  the  honour  to  report  on  what  I 
conceive  to  be  necessary  for  making  the  organization  of  this  depar tmei^  r^y  effective. 

s.  Hm 
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5.  The  objects  to  be  arrived  at  are  clearly^  j^^.  Ko.  t. 

Ist.— To  remove  all  extra  friction. 

2nd. — To  maintain  ao  efieciive  and  complete  administiative  and  executive  staQ'at  the 
least  possible  cost. 

3rd. — ^To  obtain  prompt  and  aocurate  audit  of  expenditure  by  tbesimpleat  possible 

means. 

3.  To  obtain  t1t<^       T  propose  to  leiUice  the  number  of  channels of  communicatioii  ton 
niinimura,  unil  for  this  purpose  to  aboli->b  the  poiit  of  director. 

4.  For  the  Snd,  i  propose  that  superintendents  shnll  correspond  direct  with  the  Director 
General,  nnd  llsat  tlit  y  lie  vested  with  powers  and  duties  nppioxiiiiatiiiL;  to  Ihi  st;  nf  Si^pei^n^ 
tending  Engiiiveis,  nr  PusUuasters Generiil ;  to  relieve  them  o<  ull  compilation  or  audit  of 
accounts;  to  nuikc  their  principal  bu^in  ss  iliui  of  direct  and  active  inspection  and  super- 
vision ;  and  to  make  the  accounts  of  the  Ime  officers  aa  MmpJe  as  possible. 

6.  For  the  3d,  I  purpose  to  classify  all  ezpettditnre  under  two  beads, — Personal,  and 
Material. 

6.  All  expenditure  for  salaries  or  personal  allowances  of  any  kind,  in  which  the  Director 
Qencral  or  the  Departaient  can  be  considered  to  have  any  personal  interest  or  bins,  is  per- 
sonal, and  shnrilH  he  ntiditt^r^  as  at  preeent  by  the  Examiner:^  of  Claim*,  t:nd  the  Au  Jitor 
General.  All  expenditure  for  consiructiuu,  worki>,  &c.,  from  wiiich  nu  ueuiber  ul  ibe  De- 
partment can  derive  direct  advantage,  should  be  compiled  and  audited  in  a  Ceniral  Office  of 
Accounts,  organised  somewhat  similar  to  that  of  the  Public  Works  Department.  Personal 
expenditure  should  be  further  subdivided  intoit*  permanent  and  variable  elements.  Per* 
mancnt  cxpendilure,  siich  as  salaries  and  allowances,  up<>n  which  ilufie  uuL;ht  tn  he  iiu 
retrenchratnt,  should  be  paid  on  "  presentation  of  bill."  Variable  charges,  open  to  retrench- 
nrnt,  sueh  a«  contingent  billii,  should  be  audited  before  payment  by  the  Director  General, 
who the  fiUesi  person  to  jiKluc  ^^f  what  is,  oris  nut,  k-i^itimate  expenditure. 

7.  i  would  divide'lhi'  >.t-iH  inta  an  upper  and  lower  branch.  The  superior  isranch  should 
oontain  Done  hut  genttetin  n  liy  education  ;inrl  feeling,  wbose  protnotion,  posting,  j:c..  would 
appear  in  the "  Gazette "  of  India;  the  subordinate,  of  men  selected  from  the  signallers, 
good  non -commissi"  ned  officers  from  the  army,  or  other  of  the  artizan  class.* 

ft.  I  would  «;ive  int  itMSi-  of  [lav  '  veiy  two  years;  but,  as  an  encourac;cm<  nt  lo  zeal  and 
activity,  I  would  shorten  the  period  for  the  very  deserving,  and  lengthen  it  for  lhu£e  who  did 
not  give  satisfactitm. 

9.  To  scctire  proinptnes'*  in  <  very  branch,  exemttves  must  nnderstand  their  work  ;  hence 
the  couipilyr  of  accounts,  the  assistants  i»  the  Director  General's  office,  the  mcssnge  clieck 
office,  the  storekeeper's  office,  the  foreman  of  the  workshop,  in  fact  every  one  but  the  mere 
copyists,  should  be  deparinu-ntal.  Beturus  should  be  as  lew  and  as  simple  as  possible,  and 
all  procccdin^>  should  br  regiiiatcd  by  a  er>de  or  manual,  divided  into  two  parts:  Parti, 
sbould  di  fini- ilic  power.-' -111(1  ]i  iviloLj:i's  nf  thi^'  various  ofTiccrs  of  the  department;  Psrt  IL 
should  r4.fer  to  piofessional  matter  rei;arding  the  instruments,  &c. 

10.  Tosimphfy  the  eheckins:  of  cash  collections,  cxomination  of  messages,  and  other 
work  pcrf  irnu  d  hy  the  ( !a  ok  offioc,  I  propose  an  establiahment  wUeh  wilt  fluctuate  with 
the  Huuibei  of  ntc»sagcs  received. 

11.  I  propose  to  abolish  all  allowances  for  house  rent,  except  at  the  Presidency  of 
Calcutta,  and  one  or  two  other  sanctioned  exceptional  places,  givine  increase  of  salary  in 
lieu  thereof,  which  will  improve  the  status  of  ttie  members  of  the  de|iartinent  without  any 
very  large  increase  of  expend iture. 

12.  I  propose  to  make  the  accounts  und  returns  of  the  line  officers  as  simple  as  possible, 
leaving tneir  eompilstion  to  slcilied  accountants;  to  modify  the  nomenclature  of  tne  ranks 
to  on'.'  moTP  suited  to  the  w«)rk  and  the  duties  of  the  executive,  and  to  arrange  ihe  salaries 
oa  a  .>c>iie  which  will  work  more  evenly,  and  consequently  more  fairly  than  that  now  t^xist- 
ing ;  to  increase  tlie  aiaff  of  that  useful  class  now  Ciilled  overseers, and  to  make  the  position 
of  the  liipnaUers  more  respectable,  not  so  much  by  io^inied  pay  as  by  more  generous  and 
considernte  treatment  with  regard  lo  the  quarters  provided  for  them,  and  by  the  creation  of 

an  esprit  th-  rorps. 

13.  Tiie  modifications  of  nomenclature,  which  I  recommend,  are — to  call  the  1st,  2nd  and 
8rd  tnspectorsySnd,  3rd  and  4th  assistant  superintendents;  the  present  overseers,  inspectors; 
and  the  pro-ent  assistants  and  dr  puty  ass'stanls  in  charge  of  signal  office,  telegraph  masters 
and  deputy  tele,^raph  musters.  Tne  sanction  of  Government  ha&  already  been  given  to  the 
lai  proposition  (Home  Office,  No.  S216  of  Sotli  September  tSStf) "  Inspector  "  is  clearly 
a  more  appropriate  name  for  an  inspecting  officer  than  overseer,  and  "telegraph  maiiter 
than  assistant  in  charge,  besides  being  shorter  to  telegraph  and  to  write.  It  also  accords 
witli  "  postmaster,"  "  station  master,  iS^o. 

14.  To  establish  r«pr«t  de  corps  there  must  be  some  bond  of  fellowship,  and  on  this 
anbject  Mr.  Mansfidd,  the  Commtsrioner  ofSind,  has  offered  some  happy  suggestions  from 
which  I  avail  myself  to  rec.>mmend  the  adoption  of  a  uniform  for  all  grades,  as  is  the  custom 
on  the  Continent  of  Europe.  Marks  for  t^ood  conduct,  medals  and  rewards  for  continuuuii 
good  conduct,  and  special  mwatds  ibr  showing  n  good  knowledge  of  electricity,  and  ibr 
pMsing  in  foreign  laognages. 


*  Tills  would  not  bar  dmenriog  luen  riling  from  any  grade  in  the  tnbordinate  to  the  highest  po«ts  of  Ae 
superior  branch,  provided  th^  wm  qaaUlisd  by  education  and  good  8ervic6|  and  po«wHcd  the  powarof 
commaoding  nspeot  sad  eWroMW  mm  Ihsfar  mbordiiuUM. 
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Director  General 
should  hare  large 
powers  to  audit. 


Examination  of 
Estitnatee. 

CrensTol  oontroL 


TflumflaqMetifln. 


Neccasity  for  a 
Depu^  "Duector 


Depntj  Director 


DaUea  of  Deputy 
Director  G«BenL 


Superintendent's 
duties  atid  power. 

Duties  of 


Powert,  Fujwtions  and  Qualifications  of  the  Staff  of  the  Department. 

15.  I  now  proceed  to  detail  what  I  conceive  should  be  the  powen,  fmctioDs,  aod  qualifica- 
tion of  ihe  different  member?  of  the  department. 

1(5.  Fur  ncrly,  when  tbe  department  was  small,  tlic  Director  Cent  ral  used  to  paiS  eoi^ 
tingc'ut  bilU  upto  60U  rupees  ;  of  late  years  this  has  been  virtually  witlidrawa. 

17.  Inttertd,  however,  of  limitin!!  his  audit  to  600  rupee''  onlv,  I  propose  to  <;tve  him  the 
same  p»»wer>  in  this  respect  tliat  tlte  Survcyni  General  unti  Suppnniendenls  «if  the  Revenne 
and  Triyouoiretncal  Survey  posn -s* ;  and  Itn  tliese  reasoui-,  vtz.,  that  the  Director  Generdl  u 
the  most  competent peraon  to  jti<i^  -  ot  what  cuntinc^ent  charges  are  nr  are  not,  reasonable; 
that  in  ninety-nine  cases  out  of  a  hundred  the  <:reater  the  responsibility,  the  greater  the  care 
bestowed  ;  and  timt,  as  in  the  instance  of  the  Survey  Department,  tl)c  interest  of  Govern- 
ment have  always  been  most  jealously  »:uar<Icd,  there  is  stronji'  primd  _/oc/e  evidence  tiiat 
Guveroroent  will  serve  tbeir  own  interests  best  by  making:  the  **  paeeed  "  under  signature  of 
the  Director  Oeneml,  a  final  audit,  except  as  reeards  cleneal  errors. 

10.  The  examination  and  ch-  ck  of  the  estimates  for  en  struction  and  rep-nrs,  now  in  the 
firs*  instance  ijs  rfomied  by  ttirectors.  if  directors  are  aboisncd,  will  r  vert  to  tiie  Director 
Geia  ral,  wliu  !  as  now  the  f  ri  j)  , i atiou  of  tlie  Budget  and  Euglisli  ENtiniaies,  the  |n»tinj  of 
all  nieiub.  rs  of  ihc  superior  graded  of  the  depaitment,  and  the  general  control  ot  the 
dcparliutut,  aud  an  euoniiou-' amount  of  coiresp  fudeiice  which  will  be  lar<:ely  inciea  ed,  as 
he  will  have  to  deal  direct  with  14  to  20  supi'iiniendents  in-'t-end  o(  through  llircc  direct  irs; 
there  will  also  be  ureat  increase  of  work  in  an  infinity  of  minor  matters  connected  witli  the 
intenm)  economy. 

19,  I  consider  also  lluii  it  i.-,  >S  tlie  fir-*  imp  n  '  lnce  tijat  ('le  Director  Gcaeral  make  occa- 
sional extended  tonrs  »rl  <  ti  n  ;  nu  this  I  caunut  lay  loo  great  streiiss,  tor  it  is  the  geue<al 
opinion  ol  the  public,  as  well  as  t  i  tiie  department,  tiiat  lack  of  inspection  and  personal 

knoivledL^e  uf  llie  members  of  the  departnicnt,  oi  ilw  1.  :rs  and  of  tl:e  olllce*;,  on  the  part 
of  the  Director  (jini  rul,  is  one  of  the  cutest  luasoui  why  tho  maciiuie  liUi*  not  worked 
more  glibly. 

20.  The  directum  and  superinteadents  are  theoretically  the  eyes  and  bauds  of  the 
Director  General ;  and  where  the  Superintendent  is  isealous  and  capable,  but  Hitle  interfer- 
ence will  be  required,  Unfoitunaicl  > ,  h  i\sevi  r,  nnutai  mm  is  ii  4  f  iiiitle>s.  Some  sup.'rin- 
tt^ndenls  maintain  great  discipline.  wliiUt  their  accouuUi  are  in  almost  hopeless  confusion ; 
Otherv  dewle  then»«el»es  to  thr  ir  accounts  i^nd  never  see  their  lines  and  offices.  Remark- 
ably  lew  approa:  li  perfietinn  ;  iftliev  (iid,  tlu  re  would  be  small  need  of  a  Director  fjiMieral. 
One  man  is  ahlu  ami  vi^orfiu-;,  hu-  captious  or  unrensimablc,  smd  cauQOt  thertfore  be  sat  siied; 
another  is  prejudiced,  anutlicr  inconsistent  or  impolitic;  and  many  too  indolent  or  too  ^ood* 
natured  to  keep  their  subordinates  uji  to  the  mark.  Hence,  however  excellent  the  theoiy 
may  be,  it  is  indisputable  that  practically  the  visions  of  subordinates  not  only  difler  inter  te^ 
but  do  not  pi  dm  e  tliC  J'ame  cfri  i  t  .is  ihi-  mast<  r'>  eve.  The  Diieclor  (ler.eral  mas  ,  a* 
hitherto,  sit  ut  tlie  top  of  a  thi'ce-stoned  house,  and  blindly  and  tiieoreticaliy  administer 
through  the  eyes  of  his  superintendents,  but  praciically  he  cannot  i.void  injustice,  and 
maintain  uniformify  or  cfhcioiu  v  luilr-s  he  has  a  fair  knowledue  i>f  the  tools  and  machineiy 
he  biis  to  work  with, — and  this  he  can  oniy  obtain  by  toois  at  iuspectum. 

21,  But  it  is  (dearly  beyond  the  power  of  one  man  to  pciform  all  these  purely  miuisterial 
duties,  in  a  prompt  or  etticient  aianm-r,  iinasasted.  The  Director  General  must,  tiierefbrat 
have  a  deputy  to  a^siflt  in  the  administration,  in  addition  to  his  scienfific  adviser  (necvsaity 
for  whom  lam  not  y  t  oiepaix-d  to  advocate,  thoiigii  the  ide.i  of  ha\ iui;  one  s -enis  aound). 

22.  The  Deputy  Oirccior  General  »huutd  be  the  aittr  ego  of  the  Director  Geuerai,  as 
regards  the  mmisterini  offices.  When  both  are  at  hejid  quarters  he  would  as^i^et  in  all 
current  work,  esj  ecially  in  the  ex  inm  ation  of  estimates,  bd!s,  Scc. ;  replies  to  app  ications 
for  adiiiissii  lis.  [  ei  tiijiis,  &c.  (very  numerou>.).  His  special  business  would,  however,  he  to 
lookafier  th>  Ik  ad  quarters'  office  vrben  tiieDi*(^ctur  Otueral  wa^^  ab^^eiit,  and  to  go  on  tour 
when  the  Director  Gent- rai  iound  it  incoavenicnt  to  do  so.  His  si{(nature  lo  contingent  bills, 
estimates,  and  returns,  should  h<>  taloen  as  equally  binding  with  that  of  the  Director  GeneraU 

but  lie  slioidd  not  be  cuiisidt  ri  d  uompeteut  to  issue  departmeiilul  orders,  or  in  otlur  wavs 
interfere  in  the  admiiiislraliou  oi  the  depuitmenU  Even  on  inspection  duly,  he  would 
report  fur  orders  to  the  Director  General  any  serious  matters  that  came  to  his  notice. 

'23.  The  fiiiictioiis  of  the  superiuteiidcnt  slum!  I  approximate  very  nearly  to  those  of  a 
8upcriuteuUiug  Enifineer  uf  ilie  Depaiiiiieut  Public  Works,*  and  if  not  ituperior,  hi^  power 
sbonld  be  equal  t  >  that  of  the  present  directors.  Ha  should  corre&pond  direct  with  the 
Director  General.  lie  should  be  authorised  to  <auc(ion  urgent  repaim  to  the  extent  of 
1,000,  rupees  and  ordinary  lepaira  ti>  {tSO'rupees,  for  one  item.  All  cDanges  and  poivtin^snf 
sigiialieis  sli.  ni  l  !).>  ma  ll  by  l  ini,  or  ibiough  liim  ;  all  intetnal  ai  raugementa  of  iii«  Circle 
should  devolvt:  on  bmi,  subject  lo  coatiruiation.  He  shouid  apply  liur  the  letter^f-credit 
required  for  each  line  ofHeer  of  hia  Cireie,  and  countersign  all  bills— cofitingent,  vuriablar  ec 
ronstruL'tive  ;  but  he  sh  iild  not  be  expected  to  audit  or  cumpile  the  aoeouats  eonaected 
with  ihcuj,  as  is  i  ow  the  case. 

24.  At  the  comiiiencea>t-nt  of  each  ti;  1  year  be  would  be  informed  of  the  Budget 
Gnutt  for  hi*  Cifder  aod  be  ceepansible  Uut  th«  graiii  waa  not- exceeded the  only  accounts 


*  Tiit  Gsacrsl  Bulas  Ibv 
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fc«  IMmM  keep,  WOttW  be  for  his  own  and  his  personal  establtthnaent  salary  bills.    The      Ap^9«u  ^ 
examimtion  of  the  «aah  coUectioos  by  bim  is  useleM,  and  may  be  discootiDued.   He  should         — , 
carefully  cfftidte  and  fXNiirterMcm  all  the  estimates  for  repairs,  all  pUnH  for  buildings,  &c., 

all  returns  ;  and  KuLuiit  in  one  schedule  i-.l!  the  revised  estimate-;  of  his  Circle. 

25.  From  this  it  is  clenr  thai  my  wish  is  thai  lii«  special  duty  be,  direct  personal  saper> 
▼isiod  of  everybody  and  ewrytbini;  connected  with  hia  de|>artaieot  in  his  C%rele,  and  tome 
bim  as  much  as  pn«t-ilile  of  executive  or  nffirc  work. 

26.  He  would  cuDsequently  be  held  rc&poobible  lor  the  system,  accuracy,  and  neatnes^^,  RespoiuibUities. 
Wtb  which  all  the  depannienial  accounts,  books,  ami  returns  were  kept ;  for  the  state  of 

the  lines  and  offices,  fur  all  changii^  and  postings  tvtthtn  his  Oiide  (of  which  be  woald 
iMlvise  tl>e  Civil  AniUtor  and  Director  General),  and  fertile  tnaintemMioe  of  discrpline.  His 
powers  of  piini-hment  should  lie  i  i  pulntcd  by  a  co<ie  baseii  nn  circulars  already  issued. 

27.  Ue  would  make  a  tour  ot  inspeciioo  atleu^i  once  in  every  six  months.    rhuKe  ondei^  Sw^taalaadmciif 
teken  in  the  cold  weather  shoti Id  be  by  easy  stazes  alun^^  the  line,  every  poition  ot'  whidi  tosisef  iupectlou. 
should  he  pxi  niined  as  he  travtilcci  ;  thn^e  in  ti  e  hut  niontlis  by  dawk,  would  be  more 

particularly  lor  the  iu-pe<  tion  o!  the  offices  and  tiiotie  pnrU  oi  the  line  where  it  was  needed. 
On  these  tours  be  should  keep  a  diary,  in  which  be  should  enter  the  place  he  halted  at,  and 
what  he  had  observed  during  the  day ;  and,  on  conclusion  of  hia  lour,  he  would  fraaie  a 
repoit  from  this  diaiy,  which  he  would  oobinit  to  the  Director  General  with  ibe  original 
diary.  An  iiverage  d  1,000  miles  of  Hoe  and  oiBcf^s  ia  quite  enough  for  anj*  one 
superintendent. 

S8.  The  persional  assbtsot,  st<rckceper,  head  of  tiie  Gash-checking  Office,  and<of  the  Nambcr  of 

Central  Offiee  or/\ccount>,  should  becithi-r  superintendents  on  thcretriHar  eitablislnnrnt,  or  ^»P«"»J«l>dent« 
graded  with  theux.    The  establishment  of  superintendents  should,  therefore,  be  as  follows:— 

Superintendent,  Store  Depnrtincnt  --•«»! 
PerPonal  Assistnnt  to  Director  General  -  -  •  •  1 
14,271  miles  of  line  (Snperinteodeois)  -  -  •  -  14 
HesdofCadi-checisingOffice-  .  .  ^  .  .  1 
Cootiollnr  for  GenccaJ  Office  of  Aecovots*     -      -      -  1 

Total      -  -18 


l  h«  number  ol  line  i>uperinteridents  should  vary  with  the  len>^lh  ot  line^  an  additional 
superintendent  sbonld  be  given  for  eveiy  extia  thousand  or  fiacfion  nhove  fi?e  hm^ 
dred  miles.  a  «».  ♦ 

ao.  At  present  the  sanctioned  nnmher  of  assistant  superintendents  of  all  grades  is  (i  o;i)  ij^^tondents. 

one  hundred  ami  time  ((Hvidecl  into  four  fla-scsi.    This  does  not  inelude  inspc  t<:irs. 

I  propose  lo  prouiuUi  ail,  who  are  not  umltservmc,  periodically  ;  to  shorten  the  period  (or  Arnuigement  for 
those  who  are  very  deservinfl! ;  whilst  promotion  would  be  withheld  from  those  who  give  fij^d^n  number"' 
dissatisfaction.    By  this  arrat  genient  tli;- nunibers  of  the  ^rarle  of,  and  iibove,  ^nperint- n-  utid  Junior  Q«W«S 
dent  would  be  tixed;  whilst  the  numbeis  iu  each  clu'-sf>t  the  a^siatual  aufwrinlendtnts  wuiibi  fluctimting, 
vary  with  their  leogtba  of  saivice,  combined  wiih  got d  c  i,uduci.  acconiing  toI«)gth 

s  1.  This  wnaiffiemeot  for  a  ^onng  and  small  departmcut,  officered  by  ^oong  men  of  almoat  ^'^^>*=^ 
equal  service  anaclmros,  is  evidently  more  just  than  that  which  now  exists. 

32.  Under  the  present  oruanisatii  n  a  few  day senii n ily,  or  th^'  ^orni  luck  of  having  Bod  ciTi-cts  of 
attracted  the  attention  ot  their  >u|>c'rior8,  has  the  tuost  viial  etiert  <  n  an  assistant  superin-  preumt  eystem. 
tendent's  future  advancement   The  directors  who  draw  aou  1 1  ]><  e.s  a  month  are  very  little 
senior  to  many  almost  cqunlK  ^ood  men,  whn   ire  <;r  iwu)^  only  '250  rupees  a  tuorith. 
Promotion  0»  the  presmt  sy^t* m  i;iu.st  be  crueJy  iluvv  ;  l.j  years  iicnce  it  wQl  be  too  fast ; 
it  never  can  be  regular,  though  time  will  ameliorate  the  evil. 

93.  AU  heavy  works  of  construction  or  of  re-conatruction,  and  all  repairs  should  devolve  ^^^^  of  let  Claw 
on  a»-ristam  superintendents  of  the  ixt  class;  when  not  so  employed  tiiey  should  assist  in  g^j^^ni^ 
the  inspection  u.nl  offirc  duiiis  of  larije  and  imp  >rtant  circles,  and  in  th.-  office  of  tlie  " 
Director  General  or  Central  OftivC  of  Aceonnts,  8tc.    Ttiey  should  be  considered  m  in 
irainiiig  for  the  post  of  superintendent,  and  (  ii  pIo3red  accordingly.   They  should  not  rise 
by  right  of  ^ehimity  to  be  snpt rinti  nduit^,  but  be  pron-iofed  for  ability,  zeal,  and  good   Rain fbr  pmUKMisa 
buslucbs  habits  ;  ai  the  .-^auic  time  seniority  should  be  considered  to  give  great  elaim,  and  a  *®  Supwiatidsat. 
good  asnstant  ^iipcrint4>n(lent  should  not  be  lightly  passed  over^  because  a  junior  wbs»  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Director  General,  somtwhai  better. 

84.  In  the  nntiiral  course  of  events  there  must  always  be  soma  assistant  svperintendenta 

acting  fur  buperinreiideius  on  h  ave,  &c. ;  and  he>iC  '  each  WOutd  tn  tum^  whtlst  SO  acting, 
dcoionstiate  his  tiiuess  tor  the  substantive  appointracut. 

8ft.  IL,  III.,  and  IV.  assistant  superintendents  also  are  executive  line  officers,  em-  Duties  of  II.,  III., 
ployed  in  kee|iii);:  u  d  liiu  s  in  good  onici,  uiid  in  construction,  .  Tiielr  dnttes  should, 
indeed,  be  tile  t>uiue  as  those  of  the  Ist  class,  but  in  u  smalli  r  way  ;  ihey  should  not  inter- 
fare  in  the  officer,  except  by  order  of  the  aupennt^ndent  of  their  Circle.  An  assistant 
superiatendent  should  be  placed  in  special  ebaxge  of  a  short  length  of  line,  ioa  to  600 
miles,  according  to  its  aceessibdity,  and  be  required  to  inspect  it  not  less  i'iequ<  ntly  than 
once  in  two  months.  He  should  (oiwaid  iiis  di  .rl' s  and  reports,  on  lli-  con<  l(i>i<  n  of  each 
tour,  to  the  superiuteiideiit ;  who,  guided  by  these  reports,  would  issue  Uie  necessary  orders 
for  petty  or  urgent  vqiuun  witbin  his  power  to  aanelina*  or  malca  audi  other  armngeuients 

■a 
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App.iro.  ft.      as  appeared  necessary.  Large  ud  iidpoiteiit  oflBcM  ftie  atto  plM«d  ia  charge  oC 

__         Uflittut  snperinteodents. 

se.  Alt  asastant  raperintendente  are,  more  or  less,  execQdve  officers,  and  liave  to  keep 

account!!.    These  accounts  li  ivo  hiihcrt(»  been  far  too  complex,  and  passfd  tlirough  too 
many  channels.    They  have  eij'ectu<<ily  jircvented  that  active  practical  supervinion  so  im- 
perative to  efficiency,  and  at  the  same  time  have  involved  every  one  connecied  wiih  them 
in  trouble.    By  reducing  tbem  to  the  simple  form,  to  be  explained  under  the  head  of 
**  Accounts,"  superintendent!;  will  be  freed  from  all  cumpilatioa,  and  executive  officers' 
labours  in  this  direction  will  bit  leducoii  to  a  minimum,  aod  liOace  a  tnoce  edfeoilvo adniiiii^ 
tration  be  obtained  from  a  siijallcr  number  of  officers. 
Terms  on  «Ucih         a?.  Afliisteiit  sujperfntendents  ihould  be  admitted,  as  bttHerto,  on  passitv^  a  satttble 
So^'i^toDdeDta       examination  cither  in  Eni::;land  or  in  tlii';  country.    They  slionld  all  be  bomul  by  the  same 
to'Sa'^poiniad.       coveimnt,  except  hs  regards  passage  to  and  ir-mi  England  winc  li  wmld  not.  he  liiven  tree  tu 
tho>e  appointed  in  this  countiy.    An  assistant  supeiintttiulent  >iioiiid  pass  m  die  vernacular 
before  be  gets  any  promotion ;  and  in  Hindooaiante  (P.  U.),  or  other  local  dialect,  before 
promotion  to  grade  of  superintendent. 
38.  If  one  assistant  superintendem  be  albwed  lo  «Tery      milea  of  lisMi  we  hare  ff|^ 

Assistant  Superintendents    -----•«»       -  87 

lu  ciiar^e  ul  important  offices       -       --       --       --  -7 

Store-yard  --»•--•-•--•! 
Head  Quarters'  Offices       ----      ---  --j 

Special,  such  as  expeditions  to  Bhoolan,  new  lines  under  construetion     -  10 
Con'.in^^ent  to  take-  the  places  of  those  sick,  on  leave,  &c.,  acting  superin- 
tendents, &c.   -      --      --      --      »-      --  10 

Total  -  •  -  86 

As  the  new  prrn-^e  nf  inspectors  are  filled  up,  we  shall  manage  to  work  with  stUl  fewer, 
unless  ihe  lines  be  extended,  as  I  suppose  they  will. 
Tsqrentsw.  39.  I  propose  to  tiopplenient  the  assistant  superintendent  with  a  grado  of  "inspector" 

hitherto  called  overseers.  In  18ft3-64,  60  men  selected  from  the  army,  and  trained  at 
Wiirley,  were  brought  out  lo  India  as  "  Wsrley  Artificer^.**  Of  these  a  few  have  worked 
bard,  educated  themselves,  and  gradually  risen  into  the  Iiigher  gr.ides  ;  many  Imvt;  died  or 
leii  the  department,  but  very  few  remutn.  Although  not  exactly  scientiiic  officers,  and 
hardly  capable  of  undertaking:  construction  without  supervision,  they  are  a  Tery  useful  nnd 
econunileal  class  of  public  servnnts.  Instead,  therefore,  of  allowing  them  to  dir  nut,  as  is 
noM'  rapidly  coming  to  pass,  I  propose  to  recruit  this  grydf  lary;ely  from  deserving  signallers, 
who  will  thus  have  the  road  to  further  advancement  thrown  open  to  them,  whilst  Qo?eni> 
merit  !^hould  reap  advantage  from  their  pmciiral  knowledge  of  batteries  and  iostranents, 
and  thorou'jh  appreciation  of  the  value  of  good  insulation. 

40.  U  a  sufficient  nviinher  of  intelligent  well-behaved  .si/nallers  ;\re  not  forthcoming,  I 
would  accept  good  non-commissicned  officers  from  the  Koorkee  College,  especially  from 
<Oio«e  who  nad  di«tinguished  themselves  in  chemistry  and  other  natural  sciences.  Well- 
Ibehaved  men,  iinnhlo  to  p-.iss  the  prf  scribed  examinations  for  assistant  superintendents  but 
in  other  respects  de>irable  cuutiidutes,  mi>;liL  be  taken  in  as  signnllerg  or  as  inspectorri,  with 
the  prospect  of  qualifying  fur  admission  into  the  higher  grades  hereaftor.  As  this  is  almost 
an  experinjent,  I  would  limil  the  mmiher  <it  first  to  SO.  If  it  proves  suc^ssful,  fewer 
assistant  superintendents  will  berequ  red;  the  grade  may  be  extended  hereafter,  and  |xr- 
haps  tluowh  Ojien  to  natives. 
Sig&aUen.  41.  I  now  come  lo  the  eignalling,  tiie  most  necessary  and  important  branch  of  the 

departmental  stafT.  If  this  he  faulty,  any  amount  of  care,  of  money,  or  thought,  expended 
on  linrs  i:nd  eiipei  vi=ion  becomes  of  no  avni!.  In  no  other  branch  is  fi  form  so  urgently 
required.  Attention  lias  been  called  to  it  by  the  pulilic  press,  the  Commissioner  of  Sciode, 
and  many  Others,  most  of  whom  have  made  sog^^tions  for  it-t  improvement  some  prao> 
ticabic,  some  Utopian,  but  all  insisting  on  increase  of  salary  and  the  entertainment  of  a 
better  class  of  men. 

42.  This  ;it  firs  I  si-ht  seems  rational  enouL;1i  ;  1)ut,  before  Mccepti:ig  this  conclusion,  it 
will  be  well  to  consider  uhat  are  the  peculiar  qualifications  which  niiikc  a  good  signaller. 

48.  Sifrnallin^  is.  at  the  best,  a  very  monotonous  emplojrment.  The  novdty  soon  wean 
off,  nnd  ttu"  e  >rit«  nls  of  t!ie  messages  soon  cease  to  be  interesting  or  amusin^^  however 
quaint  they  uiay  1  e.    A  siL^n  illiir  must,  theiefore,  be  very  patient. 

44.  Neiiher  is  it  uf  ^reat  importance  that  their  handwriting;  shonid  he  elegant,  a  nest 
fast  hand  is  rarely  a  clear  huud,  and  what  is  required  in  the  niessn<re  is  sometliin.:  tinmis- 
takeable.  \\  hen  some  one  observed  to  Commissioner  Maync  (I  think  it  was),  that  he 
might  get  a  much  better  class  .if  m-  n  to  rcjiort  ihe  Tmij^IIsIi  deaths,  b  rth';,  and  marriages,  if 
he  would  pay  higher,  be  replied  :  "That  i-»  just  what  I  want  to  avoid — the  great,  coarse, 
large  text  letters  of  the  names  sent  to  me  by  rnnU  clodhoppers  are  unmistttkeable, 
there  is  no  mi8tukin;i  c  for  c  or  i,  -vvherras  there  would  be  constant  mistakes  with  preUy 
ruonini;  hands.  So  in  the  tele..;iapl»  de|>artment,  signallers  should  write  down  the  lttut& 
as  telegraphed  in  ;i  lnr;rc  clear  round  hand,  |M]nng  little  attention  to  speed  or  beauty. 
Clua  tkom  whieh  45.  It  follows,  then,  1  think,  that  for  mere  signallerii,  as  signallers,  it  is  cjiiestionable  if 
Slgnellew  shouU  be  a  beitei  educated  Miperior  cla«»  will  afford  £n"eater  satisfkelton  thnn  a  patient,  plodding, 
^w^i    t  gtcady,  unambitious  body  of  men — blessed  wit!i  del  cate  peieejitioa  of  sound  and  touch, 

and  kept  honest  and  contenttd  by  paying  them  well  in  propoitton  to  their  social  position 
■ad  birth,  and  by  giving  tbem  a  tanigibie  proof  of  interest  being  taken  in  their  wel&rs^ 

Tbe 


Digitized  by  Google 


8BLB€T  COmOTTBa  OH  SAM  HTBIl  OOMHTOnCAnOlfA.  811  • 

Tfa«attKtmntB  in  charge,  telegraph  masteraand  their  deputies,  muctheof  soperioredaeatioo,  ^ 

and  may  be  selected  as  hitlierto  from  tfio  sijinal.'crs.    As  lias  Iiitlierln  Ijceti  (tic  chsc,  some   

superior  men  would  probabl_>  enter  with  the  hope  and  prospect  of  rising  graiiually  io  ihe  Aniatanta in cbMge 
liighcat  positioits  ia  the  department.    I  see  no  reason  either  why  the  wives  and  daughters*  ~  *      -  —  .  » 
of  si^miUera  shoald  nut  also  be  ugnallen.   In  London  women  are  extensively  emjiloyed  in 
this  way. 

46.  lam  not  at  present  prepared  to  recommend  any  large  increaiie  of  sa'aries  to  this 
bi«uch,  but  1  cannut  express  how  anxious  I  am  to  obtain  lot-  tbem  wore  eonsiderute  treat- 


ment, a  course  of  action  that  must  produce  happv  reeuba. 
47.  The  foUowitig  menanrea  appear  calcniated  to  attai 


attain  some  of  these  enda  at  amall 

expense. 

48>  To  make  their  quarters  so  comfottabie  that  tliey  shall  prefer  remaining  in  them  to 
living  in  the  baxaars  or  elsewhere;  2ud,  to  enoonrage  morality  and  cleanliness ;  and  8rd,  to 
cfliablish  an  **  esprit  de  corps." 

49.  SiaiKilItT.-i  ;ire,  or  otight  to  bf,  clianued  constantly.  It  is  rot  desirable  that  thoy,  or  Freqnent  rdisf  of 
the  telegiaph  masters,  should  remain  long  in  the  same  place,  especially  in  large  mercantile  SignaUers. 
temm,  where  speculation  ia  rife  and  bribes  may  be  offisred.  There  are  very  few  instances 
on  record  of  signallers  hnvini;  taken  bribes  :  but  I  suspect  tiiev  often  ask  questions  by 
telegraph  (calling  it  practice)  from  a  neighbouring  station  tu  oiilige  n  friend.  This  i»  qoite 
contrary  toordera,  but  almost  as  impossible  to  prevent  and  as  harmless  as  the  non-official 
ranarks,  or  news  communicated  in  dt  mi-official  letters  under  (rank.  To  limit  these  evils, 
and  to  prevent  their  becoming  wedded  to  a  place,  as  well  as  to  give  all  a  fair  share  of  good 
and  bad  stations,  telc^rraph  <jfficiuls  sliould  all  he  relievfd  pei i-Hiicall y  lil<t'  troops. 

60.  13ui  if  men  are  moved  often  tbey  cannot  afford  to  set  themselves  up  at  each  station.  T«legrsph  Offices  t« 
I  therefore  recommend  that  each  signal  office  shall  be  furnished  by  Government  with  a  be  furnlibed  by 
small  quantity  of  gond  plain  snbintinlial  furniture,  for  wliicii  the  tt  let!raph  master  should  be  GoTMnaent. 

held  responsible.   Tatties  and  chicks  should  also  be  allowed,  and  pecuniary  encouragement 
given  for  tiie  foiuiation  of  small  libraries  of  books  at  eaeh  office. 

61.  To  encourage  morality  and  cleanliness,  a  commencement  must  be  made  at  the  Tnuuii^  Schools, 
foundation.    In  my  letter  No.  1115,  of  the  16th  August,  I  brought  the  state  of  the 
Barrackpore  Probationers  Sclio<ji  to  the  notice  ot  Uie  ( ioveriiment,  ancl  s  licited  assistimce 

for  its  ioiprovement  As  mentioned  in  that  letter,  sufficient  pains  are  taken  to  instruct  the 
ihoys  in  thdr  profesaion,  but  no  care  whatever  is  taken  to  keep  them  out  of  mischief  during 
their  hours  of  rcla.vation.  The  master  of  the  sdiool  fan  East  TiiHiati)  is  the  assistant  in 
charge  of  the  Barrackpore  Telegraph  OflBce.  lie  receives  as  reniuueiatiuu  for  eacli  pro- 
bationer two  rupep.8  [>er  men&em.  He  has  un  office  to  attend  to,  and  although  liu[jpy  and 
comfortable  enough  himself,  he  has  neither  time  nor  inclination  to  look  after  the  lads,  their 
habits,  or  their  comforts,  out  of  hour^^. 

52.  Thus  a  grand  oppoitunity  tor  ituphntinsr  ;^oud  principles  into  the~e  young  lads, 
which  might  influence  their  characters  fur  life,  at  the  very  nge  too  whea  they  are  most 
impressible.  Is  tost  In  &ct,  there  Is  no  school  whatever,  it  is  simply  a  training  chus, 
supplemented  by  an  adjacent  eniply  bungalow,  in  which  these  youngsters  may  find  shelter 
on  the  same  terms  as  the  pariah  and  are,  la  truth,  not  one  whit  mure  cared  ilnr. 

A3.  I  propose,  in  lien  of  this,  to  liuve  a  trailing  school  (not  class)  for  each  pronooe 
tinder  a  local  government  or  administration.  The  school-house  should  be  the  properly  of 
Government,  lurnished  with  good  stron<;  barrack  furniture,  found  in  cooking  utensils  and 
establ  sluiient,  lavatories,  ku.,  all  cnn)|)lt-tc,  mucli  the  same  as  liie  L  i'.vience  Asylum.  The 
lads  would  mess  together,  and  be  kept  under  an  almost  military  dii>cipliue,  by  the  school- 
master, who  would  live  in  the  same  nonse  with  them,  dine  with  them,  and  be  as  mneh  with 
them  as  possible,  and  be  as:>isted  hv  one  oi  two  monitors  elected  from  the  lad*;  themselves; 
tliese  lads  should  always  ho  in  unitbrin  und  kept  witluu  bouud^s,  attend  chapel  at  regular 
JlOnrs,  and  treated  as  cadets. 

54.  The  school  mas  ttr.s,  if  possible,  educated  in  England,  should  be  selected  from  the 
^new)  grade  of  inspectors  Ibr  special  ufitiiude.  They  would  get  free  quarters  and  an 
allowance  for  each  probationer. 

65.  The  Superintendent  ol  the  Circle  would  be  expected  to  consider  the  welfare  of  the 
school  and  »cholars  one  of  his  mfist  important  ditties,  and  the  chaplain  to  be  a  frequent 
visitor,  and  the  <  hicf  civil  authority  an  I'x-ojficii)  vicjt  ir.  The  lads  should  be  rc^.tiariy 
rationed,  paying  ior  tlie  same  out  of  iheir  ovui  pav,  unti  be  found  in  unifonii,  us  &lioukl  all 
below  the  grade  of  assistant  superintendents,  ut  the  expense  of  Government.  The  present 
terra  of  probation  is  four  months;  I  recuinniend  that  it  be  extended  to  six  ;  the  additional 
time  would  be  well  spent  in  moral  culture  and  in  acquiiin::^  a  clear  round-hand  style  of 
writing  (not  a  running  band),  prac  tice  wuh  the  sif;iiul  instrumen',  and  an  elementary 
knowleitge  of  electriciQr  and  oonstructiou ;  any  probationer  who  could  not  send  and  receive 
10  words  a  minate  after  i  hree  months  should  be  discharged.  Oro»a  miseondnet  on  the  part 
of  a  probationer  would  involve  summary  cv  pulsion. 

66.  At  present  there  is  small  prospect  of  llie  proposed  nine  schools  enumerated  in  the  ^engn',  N.  W.  _ 
JMlgin,  producing  a  sufficiency  of  signallers;  but  if  well  conducted,  I  think  that,  in  the  Schid°B*mba''^ 
course  ot  a  few  years,  the  aupply  may  exceed  the  demand,  and  it  may  become  desirable  to  itajpoor.^MadnL 
abolish  some  of  them.  Cejlon/p^. 

67.  After  leaving  school  and  altering  eiffice,  signaltefs  would  attll  be  uader  control  of 

the 
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the  teUfEripli  m;isters;  aiid,  bei«lde»  belnt:  deterred  by  fear  of  punubment  from  inis- 
b«haviour,  tliev  slioultl  b«  tucoiuraged  td  be  steady  by  rewards,  which  should  be  partly 
peeuiiiary,  partly  hoiuu^ry. 

68.  Trie  olii*  es  ^liould  ^>e  ilie  property  of  novpniment,  and  pucka.  The  practice  of 
reniing  a  bum^alow  is  iiict'iivenient,  besides  in  other  respects  objectionublc ;  tlie  owner  may 
raise  the  rent,  or  rt  f  use  lo  c  mtinue  to  rem  it,*  or  it  may  catch  (ire,  cost-ngthe  Governnient 
its  value,  and  the  value  of  the  instruments  and  records.  Qoraniineiit,  tiw>ugh  the  Depart* 
ment  Public  Works,  has  bnitt  8om9,  and  is  baildin;;  more. 

60.  The  sizt'  am!  pliii  nfliie  liouse  must  dope nd  on  the  ciimate,  the  number  ot  signallers 
to  be  accommodated,  and  iht>  number  of  instruments.  It  should  be  cummotlious  enough 
to  admit  of  u  small  ante  or  receiviii;v  room,  a  signal-room,  battery  closet,  sitting,  bed,  and 
biitli  ri)oiu  far  the  lel  urapli  ini-tL'i- f assistant  ill  chiiri;i>) :  r>ne  rnoiii  f'>r  Jcpiitv  telcgrajih 
nuisiti  ( where  um  in  reijuuidj,  iiui  le***  than  ((50y  (ii>  superhcjal  tefl  ol  btiii  ruo«n  to  each 
signaller,  one  bath  ruom  to  every  four  siv^nallers,  and  a  OMWur  lltting-iooiii,  contiining  not 
less  than  40  sui^eriicial  leet  lior  eHch  aignaller.  A  spare  room  and  buth  room  for  the 
temporary  aecommodati'>n  of  the  insp  -ctiug  otficers,  but  n>i  permanent  aecommodaiioii  far 
anv  line  or  suvervisin^  nincer,  its  has  hiihoto  bt  en  th<-  pr;ic  iceai  soaie  station!.  A  Itrailg 
box  tor  cash  stiouid  be  buiit  into  the  wail  of  the  i>i!£iial-room  in  every  otfice. 

00.  IlienambtTof  ei^allers  mnst  flnctuate  with  the  number  of  offices,  auduiaoonief 
traffic  ;  a*;  nr  w  offices  areofK-n  r},  or  the  traffic  incri  ases,  more  men  must  be  graulrd.  If  lite 
number  be  culcnlatcd  uu  the  basis  of  (3)  three  t;ignallera  to  each  instrument  on  lines  on 
which  the  traffic  is  oootinuoua,  two  (or  each  instrument  »here  it  is  less,  and  one  where  it  is 
mali,  each  B^naller  would  have  a  fair  amount  of  work,  and  the  total  would  amount  to  758, 
excluHiTe  of  171  tele«rrapli  masters  (asisintants  in  charge),  or  024  in  nil.  vide  Appendix  (A.) 
Arid  for  Cdntin^r-ncit  hank  >)tii  es,sp'  (  i,d  <  xpedili:<n8,"t' absent,  >irk,  and  on  leiive,  en  joule 
to  join,  or  iu  relief,  10  ^  cent,  (leas  will  not  sufiice),  the  total  number  rt-q^utred  will  be, 
lil^nallers,  881t,  telegraph  masters,  lltB  $  total,  1,020. 

61.  Ti  c  amount  ot  casiialti  <  is  now  16  per  cent,  per  annum,  not  including*  deaths;  to 
meet  tlke.>e  Ul  probationer*  are  required,  six  Kioniii!^  bi  niL;  allowed  for  tlie  completion  of  a 
probationer's  '^diicatiott.  In  tiiMe  we  may  hope  to  make  tlu;  department  sufficiently  popular 
to  largely  reduce  this  per-centaue ;  but  meanwhile  we  have,  by  the  last  returns,  no  less 
thaii  185  signallers  wanting  to  complete  the  abore  necessaiy  establishment,  and  cannot 
therefore  wiungin  recruitin:>  our  school-'  '<>  \\m:  vxtent  oi  l^*.'>  x  i(0,  to  meet  casualties  to 
be  incurred  in  the  next  (tf)  six  months,  or  265  in  all  At  the  present  moment  105  only  am 
in  iruiiiing. 

62.  The  line  rid'  ra  nnd  other  offii  e  ^^ei  vaiits  should  remain  much  the  same  as  at  present, 
with  the  '  xception  ot  ibe  pconH,  wHo  lunsi  be  bctti  i  p  ud  it  the  service  i8  tu  be  made  suffi- 
cir  !iily  vnltiable  to  tliem,  to  ensun-  li nesty  and  celerity  iu  their  movements. 

C3.  If  an  ofisaniMtion  auch  as  I  have  abotre  sketched  out  t>e  sanctioned,  directors  and 
Buperiatendents*  office  Mtablishments  will  he  reduced  to  leas  than  one-half.  Tliis  saving 
will  }»r(iviiif  atri((lr  iiitMiis  for  tin?  format lun  of  u  cntml  office  o I'm  couiil-i,  the  precise  sirengtii 
and  expense  of  which  I  am  uaai>le  at  presmi  to  detine.  At  tirst  it  must,  to  some  extent, 
be  a  matter  of  experiment,  but  the  expense  would  certainly  be  lesa  than  the  savings  aoemio^ 
from  piiprrintendems'  ofllcts  ;  whilst  froni  the  mere  fact  of  the  ntients  being  skilled  account- 
aniB,  sviih  iioihiii>4  lo  undo  aiiU  no  oiiiei  work  to  divert  their  attention,  compilation  of  the 
accounts  would  proceed  more  r  ipidly,  systemntically,  and  therefore  Mtisfiustorily,  than  can 
be  expected  Irom  exi-ciitives  nnlumiliar  W'th  book-keeping. 

64.  The  aecmnnts  of  the  Superintendent  of  Stores,  tlie  return  of  annual  expenditure, 
iiiclii  h'i.n  s,d  iiie>,  and  otlu-r  I-iUs  p  ii-i  and  audited  l»v  the  Accoui  tant  General,  the  estitnafes 
and  buUirei^,  bhould  all  be  compiled  iu  thia  ceutrul  office,  wliich  should  be  presided  over  by 
a  conUoUei ,  asaisted  by  competent  aceoontanta. 

fir>.  Tliu  Superintendent  of  Store-  occn[)ii-s  at  [rrrscut  a  f;dsr'  position,  he  is  snporiiUendent 
of  the  workshop*  and  of  the  artili^eis  eiijpl.  yed  iht-icm,  it»(  It  a  very  important  duty.  He 
lands  tttores  iVmn  sliipg,  ships  stoit  s,  purcliases  in  the  market,  cheeks  the  estimates  for  coat 
of  telegraph  material,  wir^&c,  and  has  to  furnish  all  tiie  account  connected  with  them. 
Hi*  correspondence  ts  innormous;  and,  as  may  be  at  once  surmised,  he  has  several  lacs  of 
anears  i  :  a;  counis,  an  insufficient  ch*  ek  i  n  the  workmen  and  on  the  disbursement  ,  and  in 
Itiut  c^iii  do  nothing  completely,  lu  addition  he  has  the  printing  press^  which  is  also 
inefficient. 

66.  'I'f>  a«fli>t  hitn  he  lia;  a  practical  enuiii-  '  "',  tlio  foioma  i,  who  is  rrs|>oiisdjle  f'-r  the 
machtoery  being  iii  yood  order,  and  ihu  work  beinir  viielt  executed.  TIuk  li  tar  right; 
bnttitc  oiagnitude  of  the  workshopa  it  to  Coaaiderable,§  that  another  responsible  person  is 
required  (who  should  be  an  inspector  of  the  new  grade)  to  ciiet-k  the  work  done.  This 
inspector  should  keep  a  reconl,  showing  the  hours  at  which  the  artificers  come  to  work 
(tins  is  now  done),  tae  work  ihey  are  employed  on  (not  done  now),  whence  to  ascertain  the 
Cost  ot  each  aiticle  made  up  or  repaired,  . record  oi  fines  fut  late  attendance,  absence  without 

leave, 


*  A»  hsa  hsppensd  quite  latoly  at  Jsjrpore  sad  Crowslpsrah. 
t  Suoh  as  tluit  «otttnn^«ti4  ftr  Bbeotsn. 
%  Will  probably  hereafter  be  dhpenwd  with. 

<AU  litdia  is  defsndent  <»  them  foe  rspslis  and  slteiations  of  iaatnuDMtv 
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knnsM,  fSce.  (half  dooe^  and  thould  prepare  fhe  noathly  letunis  end  pay  biHs  of  the     ^jm.  "Sfn.  t. 

eahlblishment,  and  make  htmffilf  generally  usetul  as  an  oversetr. 

67.  The  Superintendent  iif  StureH  has  already  an  assisiaut  superintendent  to  as«isf  liim 
in  reofiviag  aad  disburnng;  telegraph  stores,  ware,  top-fiieces,  insulators,  instruinentis  of 
$*'ver;<.1  aoi  (h,  stationery,  &c.  Sic,  but  he  must  have  more  aid  tlian  tbis  if  peculation  i»  to  be 
iiu.udt^ci  u^.iLust.  Stores  must  be  clai^sed  and  made  over  to  native  stoiekeepers,  who  must 
give  secuiity.  These  stoi  eke-  [iers  must  be  held  responsible  for  the  correctness  of  the  Mock 
records.  They  should  issue  to,  and  receive  from,  the  assistant  superintendent  on  his  signed 
orders  and  receiftts,  but  have  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  cash,  bnt  simply  with  quantities 
of  mntiTia!. 

titi.  1  pruftO!»e,  too,  to  make  arrangeuteiitH  at  each  Presidency,  or  Circle,  for  a  smnil  depot,  Egtablishment  of 
at  which  spare  pieces  cf  teletrraph  instruments  shall  be  lodu;ed  and  petty  repairs  executed,  small  £)ep6tifi>r 
It  seemn  absurd  lo  send  to  Cuicutta  for  coies  (cylinders  of  soft  iron^  galvanometers  (small  P«t^  stows, 
coila  of  wire),  and  such  simple  articles  which  any  good  native  woritman  cm  makeup.  If 
all  tlie  ii)stiiiiiit:it>  were  precisely  alike,  as  they  ought  to  be,  with  the  p  nts  intLiLljun^eable. 
spare  screws,  spare  springs  (ot  the  keys,  and  sundry  other  simple  part«,  which  wear  out 
with  use,  ooiihl  he  bmed  to  the  superintendents  at  the  aanae  time  as  the  instnimenta,  just 
the  s.iiiic  if  a  guiimaktf  gives  spare  nippbs,  spsie  main  oprings,  Ac.,  with  the  goiu  he  sella 
from  liin  bhop. 

60.  It  seems  also  excpss  of  cauiioii  to  issue  all  the  wooden  top-pieces  from  Calcutta.* 
There  ought  to  be  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  them  almost  anywhere,  or  suitable  uood — ski 
in  the  North  Western  Provinces,  and  te.<k  in  liunhah,  Madras,  and  iionibay — all  that  is 
necessary  is  to  |<ass  theiu  by  a  proper  committee  and  officers. 

70.  The  aco<>ua(s  of  the  store-yard,  &c.,  siioald  be  kepi  in  the  same  siuipie  form  as  that 
raeomnModed  for  eiceeiitive  offices,  «itd  ahonld  be  compiled  in  the  Central  Office  of  Accoanla^ 
but  this  will  not  lead  to  any  diminution  in  the  Store  Office  EstabUshiueot,  which  is  already 
too  Bmall. 

"il.  After  making  the  above  char. >res,  the  Seperintendent  of  Stores  will  have  his  duties 
redaced  lo  their  proper  functions,  lie  will  have  leisure  to  see  how  the  work  is  being  done ; 
to  carry  out  the  many  experiments  connected  with  proving  insulators,  &c.,  sent  out  from 
Co u laud  ;  to  maitita  n  s\!>teni  and  division  ol  lahour,  i.  e.,  econouiv  in  ruanulacturin.; ;  to 
inirodttce  improvements,  look  after  the  accounts,  and  become,  what  Ite  ought  to  be.  a 
nipervisor  instead  of  an  ezecntive. 

Check  Ojffice. 

72.  The  office  hitherto  called  tlie  Complaint  Office;  or  Complaint,  Fault,  and  Ca-^h  Check  Office  mutt 
Checker's  Office,  but  which  1  have  denominated  the  Cheek  Office,  requves       «niii«  hsnoMddlsd. 

re-casiing,  ns  rt  commended  by  Mr.  Ktllnw  iit  urlv  thre-  yeft-s  since. 

70.  It  stands  lo  reujoii  that,  lor  a  routine  otlic-  iu  which  the  work  is  auiiually  Int-reasing  Establishment 
at  a  rate  of  from  15  to  25  per  cent.,  a  fixed  establishment  will  not  answer,  a  conreapon  lini,  shoull  vary  witli the 
increase  in  the  number  of  clerks  must  '>e  made,  or  the  woik  must  fail  into  arrears  at  the  nomber  of  mnM^ss. 
eorwspondin^'  rate  of  from  15  to  25  per  cent  per  annum.   Of  late  a  great  deal  has  been 
dont  fi  r  acceheratinf:;  tlie  tran-^aL-lii/ii  oi  business  by  >ini|)!iru  utinii  ;ind  |jiiiilinL;  uf  forms  for 
letters,  accounts,  &c.,  but  the  limit  in  that  ilireetiuu  has  mi  \  bL.  a  re  adied,  or  nearly  so,  as 
regards  the  complaints  and  cash  checking,  whilst  nothing  uli.itever  bus  been  done  for  the 
tracii;;;  ami  di.st'ovcrv  of  fit.ilts.  !><>'-iiusi' iImtr  is  absolutely  no  e>laldi^Iirupiit:  nviilable  f'»r 
tile  purpose    ill  ;act  the  fault  uiiic>-  exists  only  in  imagination,  the  only  laulls  tliut  are 
discoveied  being  lliose  brought  to  light  when  tracing  com;  lawn's. 

74.  It  follows,  then,  tluit,  unless  a  very  large  increase  of  btafi'  be  granted  for  these  offices', 
they  wilt  soon  be  hop.  It  ss.ly  in  amears  ancT  useless.  '  It  is  only  a  few  months  since  that 
Severn'  inoi  tlis  of  cash  collection  audit  were  j iLiiiije<l  o\cr  fs'sijjpod),  ;iiiJ  ;lie  cash  eliet  kinuf 
commenced  agaui  wiih  a  clean  bill  from  a  fresli  dale;  and  already  ihev  arc  m  .irrears  again, 
and  must  get  more  and  more  so  unless  a  suitable  esiablishment,  varying  month  by  month 

according  to  the  nuniLcr  of  nn  psnjr'    vrreiv  i'd,      ui  .mti  d. 

75.  Tiie  system  pursued  in,  and  llic  labouis  uud  re'-juireiueiits  cf  the  thtick  office  will  be  Details  of  system  of 
better  u i  d  IS  oi/d  from  ihe  following:  the  i heck  office  is  divided  into  three  branches  :  the  checking th« Orth 
"cash  checking,  '  the  "  complaint,"  and  "Csalt  office,"  all  working  on  the  same  material^  ^u^^** 

Tiz.,  the  message  drafts,  all,  therefore,  necessarily  in  the  same  apartment,  and  all  under  the 
same  ^ii))erin(endent. 

7U.  lUe  cash  collections  are  checked  thu«;:  certain  clerks  calculate  from  each  original 
tnesoaKe  what  ought  to  iiave  been  paid  on  that  message,  compare  it  with  the  recmpt,  and 
enter  thii^  a  i  onnt  in  It.s  proppr  cnhtmn  "  fieiviei  ,"  private,"  iSie.,  in  ;m  nceotint  book  ui  der 
the  prupcr  dates.  A  litad  tlerk  tiien  extract-,  fimn  ihcse  bunks,  under  ihtir  proper  heads, 
into  another  bonk  the  sums  received  on  <  u  h  day  Tor  each  office,  the  amo<mt  lor  the  whole 
mmith  for  each  office,  plus  peon  hire,  t>houid  equal  the  sum  acknowhidged  by  the  collector 
as  paid  into  his  treasury.   One  clerk  will  calctilate  and  enter  160  to  180  ordinary  messages 

111  a  day,  and  one  head  t:!erk  ran  euinpile  tlie  six  eoii;,  if  r-'  work.  To  assist  in  bnn<;iiig 
up,  removing,  and  returning  to  their  pi^^eon  boles  the  bundles  of  messages,  two  sorters  are 
leqaired. 

77.  The 

•Mnny  are  uf  opinion.  Colonel  P.  Stewart  wa«,  and  I  am  myself,  that  wooden  top-^«ess  anaanistskef 
***"        •''"•ilTt  jntftf  inrn,  sml  iltftminnrir  fls— ^         'nsiitstitrtfwr  iiiim-''riilTirtiirni 
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77.  Till' present  trafTic  belns:  nil  avera?xe  of  1,350  ori'|iiial  messaLjes  pf-r  diem,  one  and, 
one-third  compllcra,  eight  checkers  or  calculatura,  and  two  sorters,  are  uecded  to  check 
the  cash  coUections. 

78.  To  trace  and  answer  complaints. — A  head  tracer  and  replier  to  letters,  four  sorters  to 
fetch  the  megsaues  called  for  nad  return  tliem  to  their  places,  one  registrar,  and  one  clerk, 
who  ali^o  would  prepare  monthly  returns,  pay  bills,  &c.,  retjuired. 

79.  For  the  examinatioa  of  service  roesMgMy  one  clerk  is  required. 

80.  In  order  to  dhcover  the  halts  in  ine«aag«B  it  is  abaolately  neeeseaiy  in  (he  first 
instance  to  rnmp;\re  llie  rrcpived  and  the  ori'zcinal  mf  f.;a.:^«s.  If  ihp.y  aj:rep  nolhini^  fiut'ier 
is  required ;  if  they  disagree  the  original  must  be  compared  with  each  copy  taken,  until 
tbefeultai  are  traced  to  tlic  proper  offices.  From  the  alwve  it  is  evident  tli<it  ihis  is  a  very 
tedious  process,  and  will  require  a  stroni  >t  iff,— a  stronger  staff  th.m  perhaps  at  first  sisfht 
the  process  appenrs  to  be  worthy  of.  Tiicrc  can,  however,  be  no  que^itiou  that  (hough  it 
will  coiit  H  oroo<l  dral  of  money ,'it  will  deter  many  (romlaalia  of  omimion  and  commisflioay 
and  ensure  amendment  and  public  confidence. 

81.  By  (giving  different  colonrs  to  the  papers  and  eOTeloprs  of  original,  transit,  and 
received  (i'^sned)  nii'>s;i;^cj;,  with  a  (li^tiniulHiiiiv^  leltcr  to  ench  inessa'^c.  tfu?  pairing  of  all 
the  messages  will  be  facilitated,  and  otice  pair»  d,  r  he  oompanson  ought  to  proceed  prfitly 
rapidly.  It  must, however,  be  kept  in  miod  that  if  100  messap^es  be  iwaed  from  a  station 
in  one  day  to  100  different  st  itlons.  the  cnpios  of  the  issued  messages  will  be  received  in 
the  check  office,  Cfilcutta,  in  100  different  packets,  uirivin!»  at  different  times  troui  Liie 
100 'Stations  to  which  they  were  issued,  besides  copies  from  transit  stations.  Hence  to 
pair  the  messages,  sevetal  sortings  will  be  required ;  ons  set  of  sorters  must  open  the 
messnge  packets,  and  tbroir  each  me^ge  according  to  its  original  station  into  its  box  or 
compartment.  Tiiis  will  brin^jj  all  the;  nif  ssages  from  any  one  station  to^r<nhi  r,  they  must 
then  be  paired  by  a  second  sorting  and  then  read  (/'.  e.,  compared)  to  discover  the  faults. 
From  experiments  made,  I  believe  thftt(l)  one  -ortcr,  (1)  one  pairer.  and  (2)  two  com- 
parers, will  be  required  for  evr-rv  TOO  me-^riores;  that  is  to  say,  for  pr*?sf»nt  ti-.tlHc  ft  I) 
eleven  sorters,  (14)  foiirtf  on  pairers,  and  (28)  twentv-'ight  comparers,  will  be  rta^uisite. 
I  think  it  very  probahlc  iluit,  after  a  little  practice,  the  work  might  be  performed  by  a 
much  smaller  staff;  but  until  it  has  been  working  for  two  or  three  months,  1  shouid  be 
sorry  to  commit  myself  to  a  decided  estimate.  Tlie  office  servants  would  be  one  duftry, 
one  peon,  one  furrash,  onethird  swt^i  ;>pr. 

82.  At  present  four  men  are  employed  in  destroying  tiie  old  messages;  this  should  be 
donn  bv  machinery  as  more  economical  and  effectual. 

83.  These  are  at  prp.«<>nt  far  too  complex.  Superintendents,  a-^sistant  supm  iutendents, 
and  inspectors,  have  ail  to  compile  thnr  accounts  instead  of  simply  tu  render  them  to 
skillerl  accountants.  The  accounts  of  executive  officers  should  be  as  simple  us  possible. 
They  should  keep  a  cash  or  day-book,  a  plain  record  of  events,  in  which  every  item  of  daily 
expenditare  should  be  daily  entered.  A  copy  of  this  day-book  should  be  fonirarded 
Iieiiiidically,  tvceklv,  or  nionlhlv,  to  the  superintendent,  who  would  (^xatuine  it,  so  far  only 
as  to  sen  that  the  rates  were  fair,  the  labour  employed  not  excessive,  and  that  all  other 
ch;)no;es  were  reKStmable.  If  not  approved  of,  the  superintendent  would  return  the  e»py  for 
revision  to  the  a>sistant  sunf rintcndput,  with  h's  rt marks  ;  whuii  approved  of,  he  would 
countersi^in  it  and  Jbiward  it  to  the  ceulial  oilice  of  accoiiiils  for  compiiation  and  audit. 
The  exiract  from  the  day-book  should  be  accompanied  by  an  account  current  In  this 
account  current  the  executive  officer  would  be  debited  with  all  sums  received,  bat  would 
only  take  credit  for  bills  passed.  Bills  rendered,  but  not  passed,  would  be  shown  in  a  foot 
note  as  unadju'^tc'il ;  all  fj;liniati  s  fii  repairs  or  cunstruction  sliouM  be  prepaied  bv  the 
executive  officers,  careluliy  scruimisied,  counteisi;:;iied,  and  submitted  wiih  their  rtmarks,  by 
the  superintendent  to  the  Din  ctor  General. 

84.  The  accounts  of  the  siijn.d  ofHc  p  \\ou!d  he  still  moic  simple.  Each  office  woidd  be 
allowed  a  standing  unpr.  st  proportioned  to  ita  moniiiiy  requirements.  For  sinall  offices, 
(25)  iwinty-fiv.-  rupees  would  be  sufficient.  The  lar^t  si  would  not  require  more  than  (100^ 
one  hundred  rup(>cs.  This  imprest  may  be  considered  as  a  loan  lo  the  asnstant  in  charge, 
nttd  wotild  not  appear  in  his  accounts  as  a  balance  in  hand,  bnt  merely  in  a  foot  note. 

His  ccutin-(  nt  I.'^ll  would  he  foru  ardfid  lo  the  Mipi-riiit:'nil(>nt  of  Circle,  who,  if  >atlsfit;d 
that  the  citorgts  were  just,  would  countersign  the  bill  and  forward  it  to  the  Director 
General ;  or  if  dissadsfied,  return  it  for  revision  to  the  assistant  in  charire  (telegraph  master). 
Thesi"  bills  would  be  Hudite  l  bv  n  special  branch  of  the  central  office  of  acoonnts,  and 
returned  as  passed,  si;ined  by  the  Director  General  or  his  deputy. 

i^">.  The  assistant  in  charge  presenting  them  would  receive  the  amount  from  the  civil 
treasuiy.^  •'^ignal  office  wlary  bills  would*  in  like  manner,  be  paid  at  the  treaenry  oa 
eonnter-signature  of  sufierintendents ;  and  all  monies  received  a«  cash  collections,  recoveries 
of  fines  by  sale  of  stamps,  would  be  paid  into  credit  of  Ouvfrnment,— -i  vet  Tn  of  the  same 
being  also  sent  to  the  ca>h  checking  office.  £  would  discourage  advances  as  much  as 
possible.  They  cannot  be  wholly  dispensed  with,  but  they  may  be  reduced  to  a  minifloum 
if  8U|,cnntendents  have  the  power  of  ^ivin^  ord^^rs  lo  thn  steam  companies,  iaihva%'s,  bullock 
trains,  and  post  offices  for  transport  of  &ii;nalliTs,  ^vc,  by  steamer,  rail,  dauk,  or  luail-cart, 
or  dooly,  as  tfu-  route  may  require.  The  bills  for  such  orders  passed,  to  be  passed  by  central 
office,  and  paid  on  presentation  by  civil  treasurer.  By  this  simpk  arrangement  a&ot  account* 
could  not  possibly  get  intocoaftmon,cvea  in  tbebtadsof  the  moat  bungling  aeeountant. 

St'-amnyemeni  of  SabHu. 
86.  It  ia  hardly  neeamiy  to  go  into  any  tengthy  diwiumoD  to  prove  the  ueewsitv  for  a 
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eon«ideraU«  increase  uf  salaries,  if  the  departfn«nt  U  to  be  filled  with  efficient  officers  ;  or  ^  jj^^ 
to  demoiislrate  that,  witboat  goo<l  officers,  it  never  can  work  satisfactorily,  or  fulfil  public 
expectation.  The  annual  adTertisement  published  in  the  English  papers  reids  very  teinpt- 
insj  to  the  youlh  cf  EnL;iaiKl,  i<:iK)rant  of  In  lia  and  her  ways :  180/.  per  aiiiiun),  with  the 
chance  of  rieing  to  Sfidot.  per  uuitum,  is  ccrtaialy  a  most  luazoiftcent  prospect ;  but  from 
tbe  fint  it  became  evident  to  thorn  wbo  came  out  that  their  enancea  of  gaining  any  pruea 
Wt  re  of  the  !^malle8l,  whilst  for  years  Ic  comic  their  coinpurnfive  pay  would  debar  t'l  n  from 
the  society  ot  people  uf  their  own  rank,  aud  would  lower  their  status  by  its  uiitavourable 
contnat  with  that  of  other  departments.  On  the  hist  occasion  of  competitive  examination 
in  London,  only  five  candidates  offered  themselves,  and  their  average  abilities  were  far  below 
those  who  cume  first;  -vhat  the  next  examin  ation  may  bring  forth  it  is  impossible  to  say, 
but  htlle  reliaiKt:  can  be  j)iaL-ed  mi  it.  In  sliort,  us  ob-^trved  in  the  dc^p  itch  !rom  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India,  "  the  results  ol  the  espeiimeat  are  not  eitcaui-agiag."  Low 
pay  and  dow  promotion  deter  good  men  who  kno«r  India  from  entering  tl»e  department, 
and  induce  tht>8e  who  Ikim  entered  to  strain  every  nerve  to  ^ot  away  from  it.  I  assume, 
then,  (bat  increased  ealancii  must  he  granted  i'  efficiency  is  to  be  secured ;  and  if  efficiency 
be  obtained,  greatly  increased  traffic  will  soon  follow,  «M  produce  handsome  remunerative 
returns.  The  new  tariif  should  prodnce  at  least  30  per  cent  increase,  and  the  traffic  itself 
is  increasing  at  the  rate  of  not  less  than  20  per  cent,  per  annum.  The  expenses  are  now  a 
little  over  14,00,000  rupees,  and  the  reiurn-  -<:r  U,00,000  rupees;  it  is  clear,  then,  that  the 
department  must  pay  handsome  revenue  witbin  a  very  few  years  il'  properly  worked.  I 
baieTe,  also,  that  with  gpod  men  well  pud,  and  the  organisation  I  hare  now  recomincndedi 
I  shall  secure  a  better  administfation,  and  be  able  to  work  with  a  smaller  ati^  than 
hitherto. 

8T.  For  aimplifieation  of  audit  it  is  very  derirable  that  the  principles  that  regulate  the 

salaries  should  be  precisely  the  same  as  thoee  which  regulate  other  i!  1  .i  dep  ntmeuts.  1 
have,  therefore,  tbllowed  loe  plan  now  generally  adopted  with  consolidated  salaries,  vi<k,  of 
ginng  annoal  uiereni«atsfor  thcwe  grades  whoae  numbers  are  fixed,  so  that  incumbents  may 
not  continue  year  after  year  without  any  improvement  of  their  means,  whilst  the  fluctuating, 
or  lower  grades,  receive  promotion  for  length  of  service. 

88.  For  travelling  allowanef^s  1  recommend  that  precisely  the  same  rules  as  those  laid 

down  ill  the-  Public  Works  Code  be  adopftd  for  this  department,  exceptins:  that  when  any 
office)  uu  tour  ^hall  stop  (8)  cigbi  hours  or  more  of  one  day  at  one  siauou  on  duty,  he 
shall  be  allowed  lo  draw  his  per  diem  allowance  for  that  day,  in  addition  to  mileage,  or  be 
allowed  the  choice  of  bond  fide  expenses.  When  travelling  from  telegraph  station  to  tele- 
graph station  by  rail,  an  inspecting  officer  will  travel  only  a  very  few  miles,  and  then  halt 
to  exiimiiie  the  stiition  and  acc  ounts,  thus  neither  per  diem  allowance  nor  mileage  will  sufiice 
to  pay  both  rail  lare  and  hotel  txpenaesi  moreover,  usually  when  an  officer  of  tim  depart- 
ment has  to  go  on  tour,  it  is  not  a  mattw  of  a  lew  dayaP  usenoe,  be  cannot  aflbrd  to  take 
bis  family  with  him,  or  to  give  up  his  lions"  ;  but  he  must  take  servant'?,  much  luggaije, 
and  in  many  cases  his  horse  and  tents,  involving  ua  expenditure  far  beyond  that  covered  0^ 
ordiniiry  rates  ;  consequently,  if  not  conscientious,  he  will  find  some  excase  for  limiting  bw 
tour,  and  avoiding  stations  difficult  of  access.  Efficient  and  willing  inspections  will  never 
be  obtained  nntil  tmvelling  is  made  pecuniarily  advantageous.  Hitherto,  in  this  depart- 
ment, this  view  of  the  subject  has  been  quite  lost  si^ht  of.  r'n  ],  r  existioLC  rules  it  is  both 
incouvenieut  and  costly  fur  any  tme  to  go  on  tour,  consequeutiy  many  syHtematically  shirk, 
or  passively  rssist  doing  so,  to  the  very  verge  of  absolute  nsgtecLa  conne  of  conduct  whiob 
naturally  leads  to  insui)ordination,  and  strikes  deep  at  the  root  of  all  disciplini^  seal,  and 
every  honest  feeling  through  out  all  ranks. 

80.  I  do  not  snggest  any  alteration  in  ihe  pay  and  alliMsanosa  of  the  Direefeor  Qcnoral. 
•0.  The  Deputy  Director  General  wiU  hold  a  very  important*  responsible^  and  oneroos 

appointment.  His  labours  and  responnbiliUes  will  certainly  not  be  Dapntj  Dinotor  Qananl's  sakuy  should  U 
intfnoT  to  those  of  the  Deputy  Adjutant  General,  Deputy  Quarter-  about  the  same  as  that  of  other  inpoirtaat  ds* 

ina  ter  Ciencnil    Examiner  of  Ciomniissariat  Accounts,  or   any  put'e'S l,'^f>0  rupet-s  to  1,800  ni|iass. 
otli'  rs  of  the  numerous  class  who  di^w  l,000  rupees  staff  in  addition  to  staff  corps 
pay  of  rank. 

81.  The  Deputy  Director  General  would  rarely  be  of  less  length  of  service  than  20  years, 
generally  over  20  years.  If  he  reoived  i,ooo  rupees  staff,  his  salary  would  be  1,040 
rapees  after  the  tirst  (leriod,  or  1,820  rupees  after  tlie  second.  In  recommeodmg,  then,  a 
aniary  for  the  Deputy  Director  General  of  i,d00  rupees,  rising  by  aaoual  increments  of 
60  rupees  to  1,800  rupees,  I  am,  if  anything,  placing  it  too  low.  His  truvellin.;  allowances 
should  be  those  of  a  superiniending  engineer. 

92.  For  superintendents  I  recommend  (2)  two  grades,  seven  in  the  first,  twelve  in  the  SafwiBtaadMitB  in 
neeond,  Induttng  one  for  Ceylon.  Two  of  the  directors  will  be  absorbed  into  these,  and  faof  * 
their  salaries  must,  of  course,  be  continued  to  them.  In  ilelenniuinii;  what  shall  hn  their 
salaries,  it  will  be  well  to  consider  what  denomination  uf  oSIclm  ol  other  departments  they 
pio6t  closely  roncmblfb  Tfaey  have  not  the  same  important  duties  or  resjionsibilities  as 
postmasters  general,  or  superintending  sngioeen^  but  they  certainly  approximate  tbcretQ^ 
and  must  he  of  considerable  length  of  service. 

I  propose  to  deprive  them  of  their  hou  c  rut.  excepting  at  t'le  Presidency  towns,  and 
other  exceptional  places,  and  to  u>etge  these  allowances  into  their  sahuies.  Those  employed 
•t  the  Presidencies*  or  in  important  positions  lemuved  from  head  qoarlscs,  or  on  important 
works,  wonid  have  oonsideraUe  heavisr  responsibilities  than  those  in  less  import.)  nt 

0.43.  8  T  positions. 
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App. M«i  *.     pobitiuiis.   Dlsciimiiishc  1  yxal  itid  length  of  aemoe  dao  leqnma  ooniidkntioiii  t  propow, 

  the!ef>rr,  to  divide  them  tlui   :  — 

Seven  Isi  class  supermtendenLii^  iictudiiig  the  superiatcadent  for  Ceyloo^  on  800  rupee*, 
twhag  1)y  ftO  rupees  per  uinnm  to  1,000  rapees.   Mean  rupeea,  900. 

Tirdvc  sad       superintendentt  on  600  ropew,  rising  by  30  mpeee  per  uiaum  to  7So 

rupees.    Mean  rupees,  676. 

Tiieir  travelling  allowance  sliould  be  the  sator  »s  lat  cJnM  eKeeuthre  en^neers,  Denait> 
B«iit  Public  Works. 

93.  The  salaries  I  propose  (or  .  h^istaiit  superinlendents,  4th  cl.i^p,  i  ^  the  sam<  asreceifsd 
by  cuve  ;aiited  civil  engineers  on  arrival  from  Eniilanfl,  vii.,  on  joijiin<(,  200  rupees. 

Alter  one  year's  fiervice,  and  passing  an  examination  in  the  vemncalaror  Uiis  country, 
9S0  rupees. 

AfUT  two  yen)>~  '.ip|)ru\c>'  f^riTicc  trt  be  promoted  to  3rd  claw  on  960  rupees. 

After  ihne  >euf.-.'  sttvice,  276  rup^rs. 

After  four  yenrs',  promoted  ii  to  2nd  class,  if  conduct  be  satisfactory,  on  300  rupee*. 

After  five  yt  are'  fi»-rvi»e,  3Jff6  rupee*. 

After  six  yeare'  service,  pnitnoted  into  1st  cIbm,  850  nipees,  ris-nu:  by  25  rupees  nnnu  iily 

to  450  rdpoi  s. 

These  poi  iods  to  be  prolonged  or  sUuileoed  in  special  cases  oi  good  or  bad  service,  with  the 
MOMBliQn  of  Ooremmcot. 

94.  TraTelHng  allowance  to  asaiUtaut  superintendents  to  be  the  same  as  to  tiniTriilwi 
en::  neers  and  a[)preatiee8.  Department  Public  Works,  viz.,  4  rupees  per  diem,  or  mileage 

3  annas  and  8  aiiiias. 

Iiupectofs' salaries.  ao.  i  oj  U»e  new  grade  of  iuKpeeioi-s,  I  prupo-e  sontHwIiat  lower  sa.itries  than  thoae 
accorded  to  the  upf)er  subordinate  e^ttuhlishnient  of  the  Public  Works  DepartBenL  Fto* 
moted  sigiuiUers  should  enter  on  not  leas  pay  than  they  were  in  (he  receipt  ofna  aipisliars; 
others  etiterin<i  direct  would  r«>ceive  80  rupees,  rising  to  200  rupees  by  increments  of  10  rupees 

per  annum.  In  s|)ft'ial  *  u~t:>  t  lnso  riilt-s  mii:ht!n  uuuliflt'*!  umJei  special  sanction.  Traveling 
allowances  v.ould  uccurd  with  those  granted  to  members  ul  the  upper  subordinate  c:itabltsli- 
ment  of  the  same  salafy  of  the  Department  Fublie  Works. 


96.  For  "i^nallers  on  entering,  and  profaatroners  «t  school*  I  see  mi  cidl  for  an  iacrease, 
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SigaallH^ahiim,    provided  they  may  draw  rations  fiom  the  commissariat  at  the  Mone  rates  as  soldiers,  and 

receive  gratis  their  uniriirm,  thi  vnlup  o'  which  may  l^e  ost'miatf '1  at  3  /.  per  hend  per  year; 
they  would  find  their  own  luien,  boots  and  shoes^,  £cc.,  but  Government  should  give  them 
caps,  trousers,  ivawteoats,  and  jackets,  or  coat^  I  also  propose  to  keep  0ie  same  increasa 
of  increments  a<  ai  prespnt  for  the  first  five  years,  after  (6)  five  years  to  irK:reu!=e  the 
increiuents  50  per  cctt.,  and  afier  another  five,  auoiher  SO  per  cent.,  as  !>bown  in  die  above 
table. 

97.  Tt  is  a  well-efitablishcci  fart  that,  in  nil  incn  Hsiiit;  sciiles,  (he  ivr-rngf  '  't  mean  is  never 
reached.  If  100  men  start  in  life  together  50  of  them  will  not  be  in  the  same  aervice  after 
(10)  ten  years,  and  very  few  ai  the  end  of  (20)  t»enty.  Also  any  lottery  wlN;;lk  n4f^n  •  4hir 
good  prizes  is  always  more  attrac'ivc  than  a  better  one  in  which  th»  prize';,  thnutrT,  i^uni  rous, 
>,re  smaller.  Hence  the  above  scale,  though  in  reality  involving  little  CKtra  expef»»e,  would, 
I  believe,  be  highly  popular.  I  have  aireadf  oiven  my  opinioB  that  the  ratea  of  pay  *or 
npnallert  do  not  appear  to  me  to  call  for  exieamve  reviaioo,  bat  to  aeonre  booent,  careful 
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attention  tanl  tnperridon  on  Ae  paH  of  the  tdesmph  nnd  deputy  teleg;raph  muton»  liereto*     ^p^.  No.  j. 

for  -  c-illetl  asftistants  and  (kpuf;.  assist  iit^  i  i  rliii  i:  .is  as  l»  hold  out  prizes  to  the  _ 
well-coitducled  and  intelhgcnt,  1  propi».-ie  to  make  tiie  "  charge  "  allowances  more  uniform 
tor  all  offices,  and  to  make  iliem  personal  rather  than  **  clmrtie ;  '  tliat  is  t(o  say,  the.  p.\y  of 
the  telegraph,  or  dt  pm y  ti  k-^riivili  ritris  cr,  woiiid  >  xceetl  that  .-f  a  sisiiullcr  his  si;i, d  ii^- 
by  his  allow iuce.  litn  peusum  unci  mrlougn  pay  should  be  calculated  uu  iu  Tki^  would 
oonlcragrcat  benefit  at  a  small  t  usi.  The  present  charge  (ilKnvances  vary  I'vo.u  7o  rupees 
per  mensem  to  Id  rupees,  aceordiug  to  the  amount  of  busiuess  transacted  by  earii  office, 
lostead  of  estimating  this  allowance  hy  a  kind  of  ad  vabrem  calculation,  I  would  divide 
officcR  into  four  clai>so>,  viz,,  piesid  i cv.  mil  lull  day  and  ni;. ht,  the  iillowance  lor  >vlnch 
should  be  80  ru|>ee8  j^ei  menueui.  Repetition,  day  .md  ni^ht,  with  coiupamtive  little  local 
work,  60  rupees.  Full  day  work  only  40  rupees.'  Lr^lit  day  work  only  20  rupees.  The 
numhcT  nnd  classification  of  telegraph  tu  jsters  and  <l(  [aitv  tr  li^iL  p!.  mast' rs  wnu'd  vary  as 
thf  othoi  s.  A  tirsl-class  telciiraph  niastei  or  deputy,  as  a  rule,  being  m  a  tiist-class  office, 
haA  not  nc'r('-.>--nrily  M>.  Deputy  t'  :<'-ra[)h  masti-r  wottld  receive  half  intes,  as  sanctioned  in 
Ftnmcial  fiesoluti'on,  No.  l^UB  uf  3rd  July  1865. 

96.  The  accompanying  Tabular  Statement,  Appendix  C.,  conveys  a  fair  impression  of  the  UnaiMtsI  wsnlfs sni! 
io-met'iate  effect  of  the  proposed  alterations  ia  the  scale  of  pay.    I  assume  that  uo  promo-  OOMShlska- 
tioiis  are  )o  be  >riadt'  f  t  lun<j;th  •'!  service  ut  the  out-et,  hut  ouly  as  th<  se  fit  for  pr  .motion 
qu  ilify  for  it  by  lengii.  of  service.     The  numbers  in  the  grades  will  rapidly  alter. 
\N  lien  promotion  tlirou^lnmt  the  de[r,ntiiH  nf  1    si' w,  the  i  tunbei  of  first  and  secni  *  ( lass 
assistant  suj  crinteiidents  wili  be  abuvi^  aveiuge,  ami  vice  versa.     This  is  :ts  it  shuuitl  be. 

00.  I  have  allowed  ISO  rupees  as  office  establishment  !or  circl  ?  snpcrintendeiits  ;  this 
would  be  ample.  Temporary  establishments  would  be  roouired  for  the  offices  of  those 
etr.  ployed  ori  works  of  construction,  but  %m  a  much  siaaller  scale  than  hitherto,  as  the  accounts 
wuuUl  b  so  liiuh  more  simple;  but  credit  is  not  taken  for  this  saving, as  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  approximate  to  the  amount. 

100.  I  have  also  taken  credit  for  borise  and  horse  allowance  for  all  assistsnt  superinten- 
dents. This  is  nut  quito  correct,  as  .several  superintendents  and  assistant  superintt  nd'  nts 
are  now  furnished  with  quarters  (to  tln'  great  inconvenience  of  the  si^nall^TS  and  assistants 
in  diarge),and  those  in  charge  of  offices  do  not  draw  horse  allowance.  On  the  wholn,  the 
inoresae  is  moderate,  and  is  very  much  below  what  may  be  expected  from  the  operation  of 
die  revised  tariif,  and  annually  mereasing  traffic. 

101.  The  foiruoiiii,  (inlir.ues,  T  trust,  tlie  .  hole  of  the  orn.mii:  chiiiiiics  that  it  is  at 
present  desiiable  to  introduce  into  thus  d>  pattmetit.  From  time  to  tunc  otlier  modiHcutioDS 
wilt  doubtless  suggest  tiiemseivcs,  but  1  trust  few,  or  none  of  thi-m  will  be  radical, or  of  such 
miipnitude  as  to  require  ibc  consideration  of  f n-vemnnent  for  their  introduction. 

iU2.  I  have  cni!t  a\  ouw  d  to  ibe  hest  of  aiy  ubility  tt>  devise  that  stiHuie  \vhi(  li  shall 
produce  thr  best  possible  results,  at  ihe  le  -si  possible  cost,  and  I  am  sanguine  that  the 
scheme  I  have  submitted  will  work  web,  and  will  approximate  to  this  desirable  end.  In 
justice  to  myself  I  must,  hnwever,  state  that  I  have  some  doubt  whether  the  abolition  of 
diiifi  IS  nmy  after  all  ])rove  beneficial  I  Ijisve  r(fl<ci«d  much  on  this  question;  on  one 
side  excessive  centralization  has  weighed  agaut^i  loss  of  power  and  friction,  but  the  balance 
has  been  turned  by  this  consideration,  via.,  that  if  the  change  prove  injudicious,  uoilnng  can 
be  cfi^icr  than  lo  convert  the  st  vrn  pro;»o-.-d  fnst-c  l.is-  suticrit.tontlcnts  Into  directors,  an 
arrangement  which  would  give  one  directoi  lor  each  local  ;>daiini£tration. 

lOS.  1  shall  be  glad  to  receive  early  sanction  to  such  poi  ticn  of  my  recommendation  as 
nay  meet  with  approval,  and  may  adid,  in  condunoD,  that  the  but^t  provisioo  fur  this 
depitrtmept  for  tite  current  year  1805-66,  prepared  ou  the  reeoDiBcntuiiioiiB  for  kicraiMi  of 
salnrit  s  made  in  Colonel  D<jiiL>Ia»'>  Xu.  -i^si)  oi  the  1st  Fehntary  last*  is  more  than  tunple 
to  meet  all  the  re4}uirement8  of  my  ecbeme. 


(No.  4877.) 

Ex  IKACT  from  the  Proceedings  of  the  Eight  Honourable  the  Governor  General  of  India 
in  Council,  in  the  Home  Department  (Electrio  Tdeg^ajkX  under  date  the  sih  Deoem- 
her  1865. 

Read  a  letter  team  1h«  Offidating  Diraetor  Gttienl  of  I«legniph^,  No.  171  dated  Hm 
18th  October. 

Bbkabkb. 

In  this  letter  the  Director  General  suhniit."  fi>r  approval  the  measures  which  he  OOIH 
siden  to  be  necessary  for  making  the  organization  of  the  department  reaUy  efiectiTe. 
2.  Hie  proposed  mo^catum  m  departneirtal  establishment  is  shown  m  &e  Tahnlar 

Statement  ( Ajtjiendix  C.)  attached  to  the  letter.  It  involves  a  mean  increase  (taking  all 
the  variable  salaries  at  the  mean  between  the  projKwed  minima  and  maxima)  of  4,49,796 
rupees  jper  annum;  but  for  the  fir^^t  year  the  mean  will  not, it  is  diown, be  fully  attained; 
and  owing  to  this,  well  as  to  the  full  H(»le  of  pr<ij)Osc(l  eftahlishmcnt  not  being  in  every 
ca«e  brought  into  immediate  operation,  the  increase  for  the  brst  year  is  estimated  at  only 
3,83,152  znpMS. 

0,43.  3  T  8 
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3.  The  dtentkas  inelnded  in  ibe  atatement  umbr  notice  are  m  foUom:— 


Present  Charge 
per  MoDieiu. 


PropoMdOlMvit| 


NU. 

3.960  (luettDi 

NiL 

14,400 

30,000 

tt,M0 

1,000 

6,000 

«9,09ft 

06.150 

700 

a,ioo 

sac 

1,COO 

440 

789 

t02 

S7I 

4S7 

I,4«8 

1,10.SM 

(1.)  Appointment  of  a  Deputy  Director  Ocnfr«!  on  ft  consoli- 
dated salury  of  1,9U0  niueeii,  rising  by  60  rupees  annuallj  t» 
1,600  rupees. 

^2.)  Abolitioa  of  the  three  Direotonhipa. 

(3.)  Inoreueio  Nambar  (15  to  10}  ud  psf  (from  an  Mwagc 
of  abvat  4M  rupees  to  «ae  of  ebent  700  rupees}  ef  <he  enpeiw 
intMidMits, 

(4.)  103  Assistant  »uperintondentH  and  inspectors,  on  an  uvcrac^e 
salttry  of  about  ^202  rupees,  to  hi'  exciiauged  for  88  uAsistant 
superintendents,  on  an  average  salary  of  about  *272  rupees. 

(5.)  10  impectora  4tb  olaas,  on  100  rupeei  eeeb,  to  fa«  ei> 
eibeoged  for  50  inspeetoM,  on  en  eTerage  eaurjr  «f  190 
ropepH. 

(0.)  820  .signallers,  on  an  average  salary  of  abont  47  rupees, 

to  bo  exchanged  for  1,020  si-rnallera  and  telsyrtpli  mMter^ 

on  nn  average  of  about  04  rupees. 
(7.)  House  allowances  for  superintendents  and  asaitteiit  anpefw 

ioteDdants  to  be  abolished,  azoept  in  reapeot  ol  tboee  rtatfaMwJ 

•t  Calentts,  Raagroon,  and  Benlwy.   Horae  alhiwiiiMes  of 

inspaetors  to  be  afaoluhed. 
(8.)  Offioe  aataUtalitnentaof  direoton  to  be  abolished,  and  those 

of  superiaiendenti  to  be  ndiKiad  (owing  to  aimplifiontion  ef 

aooouota). 

(9.)  Geoena  offioe  of  noooiuitis  to  be  eetebliabed  in  lien  ef  Sunm 
wseoeat  breiioh. 

(10.)  Direstor  Geaerel'a  OBoe  EataUishnwnt  to  be  atlwgtlieiMd 

in  respect  both  of  numbers  and  pin*. 
(11.)  Office  of  Superintendent  ot  Stores  to  be  strengthened. 

Part  of  flir  incToasc  (viz.,  t>K'2  rupees)  is  due   to  proposed 

employment  ut  latri  drivers  and  lascarB  on  the  fixed  est8> 

blisbment,  instead  of  hiring  them. 
(1^)  Cbeok  end  Complaint  Offioe  to  be  etreogUieiied  oad  ioa- 

proved  in  respst  of  pay. 


4.  Colonel  Robinson  states  (paragra|>h  103)  tliat  the  Budget  proviaion  ol  the  current 
yew  ie  "more  than  ample  to  meet  all  the  requirements^  of  the  echeme,  and  he  showg 
(parag;rupli  86)  tlint  tlic  increase  in  the  receipts  to  be  expected  from  the  prowtli  of  traffic 
(20  j/er  cent.),  and  from  the  revised  tariff  of  chaises  (30  per  cent.),  will  mure  than  meet* 
the  extra  cost  involved  in  the  proposed  reot^anization. 

5*  Hie  (jovetnor  General  in  Conncil  jumseeda  to  review  briefljr  the  main  featurea  of 
ibe  adunie  aubmitted  by  Colonel  Bobiooon. 

Deputy  Director  General. 

6.  The  proposed  appointment  of  a  Deputy  Director  General  (paragraphs 21,  22,and  91) 
becniH  to  be  an  arrangement  which  is  likely  to  prove  far  more  efficient  than  the  present 
one  of  three  Divisional  Directf>rti  whnse  offices  arc  to  be  abolished  (paragraph  3  ) ;  and  the 
ealary  indicated  by  Colonel  Eobinaon  for  the  Deputy  Director  Generalship  does  not  seem 
too  high  to  aecate  tiie  aorvioeo  of  ft  good  officer. 

Superintendents. 

7.  The  proposition  in  reapect  of  the  superintendents  is  contained  in  paragraphs  28  and  92. 

8.  The  proposed  numbnr  of  evpaintendents  is  reasonable,  and  grading  of  the  ts^Stm 
officers  named  in  paragraph  28,  with  the  superiritumli  nt«,  appear^  al.^o  to  lie  j)ro]»cr.  But 
the  Governor  General  in  Council  questions  whether  the  salaries  proposed  (par^raph  92} 
wH  afford  aulBeiont  indneement,  and  he  ooneaders  that  it  wUl  be  preftvable  to  havo  nine 

«nly 

*  AeaoM  returns  Ri.  9fiOflOO 

Add  90  per  ««nt  for  growth  of  tralfio,  and  90  per  cent,  for  raviaion  of  Tariff,  total 
sopereent.  .........  djflOgOOO 
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only  in  the  lowest  clasa,  on  Ae  adary  proposed  (600  to  750  rapees) ;  six  in  «  nriddle  cIam^  M*. «. 

on  the  salary  f «00  to  1,000  riipee8)  proposed  for  the  firat-class;  and  a  ucw  fir  fn  lnaa  of  -  — 

four^  commencuu;  on  1,050  rupees,  and  rising  bjr  an  inoreaw  of  75  rupees  each  /ear  to 
1,000  rupees.  Very  fern  will  attain  this  m>»imwm,  and  thoM  who  do  miut  have  lorrod 
long  and  well. 

9.  The  Governor  General  in  ('ouncil  approveti  generally  of  the  powers  and  functions 
proposed  for  superintendents  (paragraphs  4  and  23),  and  the  Diraotor  General  will  be 
i^VcA  tr>  furnish  a  copy  of  the  inetruotuma  which  be  may^  eventuallf  iwae  with  the  object 
of >  i.i;^  full  effect  to  tiie  general  Tiewa  ezpreseed  therein.  He  will  {nrAer  be  required, 
if  it  is  intended  to  ^ve  t!ie  eujierinterKlcnts  any  fresh  powers  In  regard  U>  iucurriug  or 
sanctioning  expenditure  of  any  kind,  to  submit  that  part  of  the  instructions  separately  for 
the  pfeTunis  laaction  of  Qovernment. 

Attistant  Superintendents. 

10.  The  proposed  grade  of  assistant  superintendents  includes  certain  officers  termed, 
nntil  recently,  inepecton.  The  alteTm^m  of  designation  was  approved  in  due  oflee  letter. 

No.  2126,  dated  20th  Spptcmbcr.  The  nuniher  fRR)  of  aagistant  superintendents,  te 
explained  in  ^ra^raph  38,  does  not  seem  too  lai^e.  The  only  item  which  may,  perhape,be 
open  to  question  le  the  proviskn  of  10  offieen  to  meet  the  cuutiagcncies  of  abseaee  on 
account  of  leave  or  on  duty  as  acting  superintendents ;  but  the  Governor  General  in 
Council  would  not,  on  the  whole,  object  to  the  proposed  number,  for  the  present  at  least. 
The  salaries  proposed  for  tlii?  grade  (paragraph  93  )  Rcem  reasonable.  The  highest  rate  of 
pay  (450  rupees  )  would  be  reached  after  10  years'  service ;  and  if  an  officer's  conduct  has 
neen  good  throughout,  this  doee  not  aeem  too  Ingh. 

1 1 .  The  Governor  General  in  Council  concur*  in  the  expediency  of  the  prinei|lle  stated 
in  pan^raph  30,  iu  regard  to  the  promotion  of  a^aistaiit  guperlntendents. 

12.  In  paragraph  37,  it  is  stated  that  officers  will  be  aamitted  to  the  grade  of  aiaistuit 
su]rcriTitcndents  after  passing  a  suitable  examination  ;  and  in  the  eame  paragraph,  ai  abo 
in  paragraph  93,  it  is  stated  that  an  examination  "in  the  vernacular**  will  have  to  be  passed 
as  a  conditaon  of  the  first  8tcp  of  promotion.  The  Goverii  ■  rr,  !u  ::il  in  Council  thinku 
that  something  of  the  kind  is  desirable,  but  it  occurs  to  him  that  unless  assistant  super- 
intendents are  to  be  lied  to  narticalar  provinoea,  the  proposed  requirement  in  respeefe 
of  pasnng  in  **tihe  Temacnhr"  may  lequire  further  oonaidecation  by  the  Dinotar 
General. 

13.  The  proposed  grade  of  inspectors  comprises  the  officers  formerly  termed  overseers, 
as  explainea  in  paragraphs  13  and  39.  The  old  overaeer  claas  its  stated  tn  have  been  of 
late  allowed  almost  to  die  out;  but  Colonel  Robinson  regards  them  ai«  a  very  useful  and 
economical  class  of  public  servants,"  and  proposes  (paragraphs  39  and  40)  to  continue  the 
mde  (under  the  deeignataon  of  inspecton)  recroituig  it  by  the  promotioa  of  deMning 
^nailers,  or  by  the  obtainment  or  non-«oanni8nonM  offieera  fteni  the  Boorlcee  GoUege. 
He  proposes  to  limit  the  numbers  for  the  present  to  50.  The  Governor  Genvral  in  Council 
is  disposed  to  approve  of  the  above,  and  to  agree  to  the  scale  of  salaries  proposed  for 
tiie  emeen  of  tiua  pade,  as  explained  in  pangraph 

Siffnallert  and  Telegraph  Masters. 

14.  As  regards  signallers,  the  Director  General  proposes  to  introduce  the  distinctive 
designation  <tt  teikgraph  masteie  for  signallers  in  i^aige  of  olBoea.   There  Is  ne  ol^eelWA 

to  this. 

15.  The  Director  General  observes  (parafirraph  60)  th<it  the  number  of  signallers  must 
"  fluctuate  with  the  number  of  oflices  and  amount  of  trathc  ;"  and  he  calculates  the  present 
number  required  to  be  753,  besides  171  tele^j^  masters,  or  924  in  aU.  To  this  he  proposes 
to  add  10  per  cent  to  provide  ftr  abeenee  em  leave,  &c.,  and  for  special  re^uumnentt^  die 
total  number  with  this  addition  beiug  8.1*2,  besides  188  telegraph  nUMters,  Or  in  ail  1i#0!20l 
The  Governor  Geuerai  iu  Cuuucii  would  approve  of  this. 

16.  The  aeale  of  proposed  salaries  for  signallers  ie  given  in  paragraph  96.  The  Qh>- 
vernor  General  in  Council  would  sanction  the  pro^eu  scale,  lie  would  deem  it  low, 
but  for  the  assistance  in  addition  to  salary  which  it  is  proposed  to  give.    This  is  con- 

Hiderable,  comprising  (paragraph  96)  house;  accoinmudati(jn  witii  furniture,*  and  uniform.         dss piragrapli 

The  drawing  of  rations  from  the  commissariat  is  also  cootemjplated  ^parM^|>h  96);  and  M. 

even  though  the  rations  be  paid  for  (as  the  IKreotor  Getienu  is  beheTecTto  intend),  the 

arrangement  will  he,  more  or  less.  <ti  tlie  nature  of  a  ]        vre.     It  is  doubtful,  perhaps, 

whether,  in  all  partd  of  the  couutry,  the  arrangement  in  respect  uf  rutioua  can  be  made, 

and  whether  in  atiy  part  of  the  country  it  will  be  found  to  work  easily,  involving,  as  it 

probably  would,  inconvenient  references  between  the  two  d^Murtments ;  bat  there  is  no 

objection  to  the  plan  being  tried. 

It.  Iq  regard  to  the  proposal  (|>aragraph  49)  that  signallen  should  be  relieved  periodi- 
cally like  troops,  the  Governor  General  in  Council  observes  that  there  is  some  truth  in 
tlic  resiions  assigned  for  the  measure  ;  but,  aa  a  question  of  expense,  the  matter  needs  full 
consideration  and  very  discreet  management.  His  Excellency  in  Council  will  not,  there- 
fore, go  further  at  present  than  to  ask  the  Director  General  to  submit,  at  his  convenience, 
ft  detuled  aeoount  of  the  maiuier  in  whioh  he  would  woik  sueh  a  system. 

a4S.  S  T  3  la.  The 
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>|if'  "^^^  proposal  rnadp  in  parajrmph  97.,  to  m<><lii'\  tlic  pr-  ont  system  and  rates  of 

_         allowancee  to  etgualiers  in  cbaige  uf  oiiicc^  (to  be  tcrmeti  in  futiure  telegraph  iBMt«ra)^ 
D&eetB  wtdi  tlie  entire  apfuroral  of  the  GoTenior  General  in  CoondL 

Triiiiihiq  of  Sii/naller*. 

19.  In  paragTtt|«b!4  51  to  57,  the  i>irecu»r  Geuetul  miik<:s  pi«jK>(ial8  with  the  object  of 
providing' OPttcr  means  of  tndning  stenoUen.  He  would  c.Mabli^h  uine  training  bcIuxiIb 
(parnfrmph  5(1)  in  (lIlTiTrnt  ]  ;n  t.-- of  tTii'  country,  each  .SKrhool-hoUtJC  being  supplied  with 
propti'  tuijjjiuic  ;uul  tLe  .niuuite  appitnitu^  ( piiiiigraph  53),  tlie  bids  bein^  rationed 
(paying  for  it  out  of  their  allowances)  and  tound  in  uniforin  ut  the  expense  of  Govern- 
ment, and  the  term  of  probation  being  extended  from  four  to  aix  mouths. 

20.  The  Governor  Genial  in  Coonntl  i«  di9p'>ecd  to  approve  generally  of  the  above 
juii]!'  -  .1,-.  T]ir  ijuirln  r  of  jschooia  ib  r.i  i  n  ir  trdcd  u.s  cxccsave,  bttt  the  Diiector  Geneial 
will  be  rcquc^ited  to  submit  details  of  tlic  prupt)«ed  cost. 

21.  In  prinitrrapliH  H)  and  72  to  82,  the  Director  General  de.-i  ribes  the  manuor  In  which 
he  umpoees  to  re-organijie  what  ha.'^  hitherto  b<  ou  termed  the  '*  Comjilaint,  1;  uult  and 
Cwh  Cheeker'e  Office hut  which  he  would,  in  future,  deeigiiutc  the  "  Check  Office." 
H"  prfipo-T?  To  luivr  an  eetabruhment  '•  which  will  fluctuatr  with  the  number  of  niei^sages 
reeeivid  ilu  pariieular  iicale  entered  in  the  schedule  iji-iup;  upparently  drawn  out  in 
accordance  with  an  estimate  of  prc.-i  in  r*  »juii  i  nients. 

22.  The  plan  mighty  unobjcctionahiy,  perhaps,  bo  tried;  the  proceed  tscale  being 
accepted  «a  apreuint  arxnngement,  subject  to  future  adiuetm^t  as  ezpenenee  may  dictate ; 
bat  the  matter  will  be  more  cloeely  scrutinised  in  the  Financial  Department 

System  of  Aeetmnii;  CaUnd  Vffice  of  AeeamMt;  Pammg  and  AmiUting  of  Expenditure. 

SS.  In  paragraphs  88  to  85,  the  Director  General  describes  the  alterations  he  would 

loakt-  In  till:  tystoiji  nf  accounts.  Connected  with  this  is  the  pi>'[.OH:iI  Ci  arn^Tiphs  03  am! 
(i>4i  lor  the  formation  of  a  Central  L  ffif-e  of  Account,  the  e^tiibljjihment  oi' w  hich  ii<  entered 
in  lump  in  the  t-chedule  at  l,fiOOru|  >  <  ^  ]  '  r  incusem.  With  this  eulgect  may  be  considered 
also  the  remarks  made  in  paragraplis  5  and  6,  relative  U)  the  pmpopr  il  cla<s?fi(  atinu  of 
exf)enditure  and  the  system  under  which  it  should  be  passed  and  au<lited ;  also  the  pro- 
I ' '^al  I  r.titaiiu  <1  iti  paragraphs  16  and  17,  relative  to  the  powers  of  the  Director  Geomd 
in  re«pcct  ot  audiu 

The  proposals  appear  generally  unobjectionable,  exeept  that  it  nught  be  better  fbr  all 
expi-nditnre  to  be  paa(>ed  by  departmemal  (  ffirer.-s  and  suDeequently  audit,  d  in  the  Central 
IJttice.  Ab  regards  the  Director  Genexals  power  of  audit,  the  vicwii  expresacd  by 
Colonel  Kobinson  appear  generally  sound |  but  it  may  be  doubtfid  whether  ^e.  Director 
General's  audit  should  be  final. 

The  Kubject  will  be  more  fully  considered  in  the  Financial  Department, 

24.  In  tbo  latter  part  of  jiara^raph  85  tlie  Director  General  proposes,  with  tlie  view  of 
8iropliiying  the  accounts  of  the  Department,  and  facilitating  the  abolition  of  the  ajsiaui 
of  advances,  that  superintendents  diould  have  the  "  power  of  givinn;  orders  to  the  steam 
coniiianli--.  railwav-.  ladldck  trains,  and  post  offices  for  trnn.-port  of  signallers,  I'lr.  (he 
bills  iiir  ^uch  oidcrt-  !»>  iiiLT  passed  by  the  Central  Office  nn^I  paid  on  presentation  by  the 
Ci^'Il  Treajiurcr.  'Y\w  (  icvernor  General  in  Council  is  dispoeed  to  tpieetion  the  arrange- 
ment being  simple.  Orders  for  payment^  whether  involving  eventual  ca>^h  pa\-nien'.- or 
transfers  in  account,  are  surely  more  complicated  as  a  cjuestion  of  accouut  than  inuneaiaie 
ca.«h  payments.  on  other  griMimls  his  Exrf>llt;nry  in  Council  thinks  it  objectionable 
to  give  the  power  suggested,  in  the  ease  of  railways,  private  steamers  and  transport 
cwnpanies,  it  oottld  otily  be  given  with  die  ooasent  of  the  respeetiTe  nMU^^efs  of  meh 
coDoems. 

Store  Department. 

25.  Til  paragraphs  65  to  67,  the  Din  otur  Gcncml  explains  the  modifications  which  he 
would  make  in  the  Store  Department ;  ia  paragraph  6h  he  ^>urposc8  the  establishment  of 
small  local  stora  depfiti  at  each  Presidency  or  Circle  ;  and  in  paragraph  69  he  points  ovt 
the  inexpediency  cf  attempting  to  suj^y  all  wooden  top  pieces  from  Calcutta.  The  views 
expressed  by  C<doiid  BobmsoB  on  tbe  above  sul^ests  are  generally  approved,  aad  he  inOd 
be  requested  to  auhmit  specific  proporitionB  showing  the  oosk  of  the  proposed  local  dspdts. 

TYmelling  Alkmatett. 

26.  In  ]>aragraphs  88,  91,  92,  and  96,  the  Direetor  General  indieatos  die  pvovisiaii 

whii'h  he  wuiild  make  for  travelling  allowances  fn  officers  of  the  di'])artment;  tlic  rules 
laid  down  in  the  Public  Works  Code  being,  with  certain  exceptions,  proposed  for  adop- 
tion. Tbe  views  expressed  by  Colonel  Kobinson  arc  generally  approved ;  and  he  will  be  i 
ro']tic-«ted  to  submit  a  detailed  jihui  for  all  grades,  ba.->ed  on  the  rules  and  rates  obtaining 
in  the  Public  Works  Department,  and  showing  the  speciiic  rules  which  it  is  intended 
to  apply  to  tbe  Tdegmph  Dqtartoent 
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Ifouff  atifl  Hor*f  A/hrrnnre*. 


Avr.  r^.c. 


27.  The  abolidon  of  Howe  Allowances  (witli  nrtaiii  exceptions),  and  aUo  of  Horse 
aJlovflnoM  to  tbe  extnt  contemplated  in  tJiurugriipbti  11,  98,  and  100  aad  ia  iJie  aonesed 
flcihedula  is  i^iprovedi 

Telegraph  Brnldinfjs. 

2S.  In  paragraph  58  the  Director  General  reuarke  that  the  teleprapli  offioea  «houlfl  )jc 
accumujodated  in  buildings  the  property  of  Government,  and  points  out  the  objectioms  b) 
renting  hovaee.  The  views  ejcnressed  are  approved,  with  the  reieralion  thi^  at  temporary 
etationa  (in  which  class  are  included  all  office*  thai  are  need  pmarilr  iat  departmental 

fnrpoees),  it-  will  be  better  i^eneTaUy  to  rent.  l%e  proruioiiiB  <^  buiMmga  will,  of  <u»ur8e, 
e  carrii-l  .mt  gradually,  the  w<»rk  tvi  Ix'  oxecutod  In  any  one  year  heing  regubitcd  by  the 

Xocj  uf  the  requiretnenta  and  the  ability  of  Utc  Public  Works  Department  to  under- 
H  wilih  rafereaee  ti>  tha  <rtfaer  denumcU  upon  ita  ageucv.   The  views  ezpmeaeed  In 
pangrajdi  59  reepeoting  tiba  «isa  and  plan  of  honeea  eeem  to  oe  anot^eenonable. 

Tottn  «f  Inspee&M  bjf  Ae  Dinelor  CftneraL 

29.  TLe  Governor  General  in  C  ouncil  agrees  to  the  proposal  (jmr.igmjih  H'^tluilllia 
IMreotor  General  abonld  be  allowed  to  make  occaaional  extended  toun  ^^inapectiofi. 

Uni  f  yrvi  fur  Offii  rr.^  af  tin  J)<]tartment. 

30.  The  prop(»6ai  u>  pniNine  a  uuit'iirui  for  >iL,fnalltn-^  at  tlie  expense  of  Govcnimcm  lijis 
already  been  noticed  (paragraph  15  of  tliis  Re^utinn);  but  the  Director  General's  t>oheme 
contemplates  (paragraph  14)  the  adoption  of  a  uniform  "  for  all  grades those  "  below 
iSbia  gtwe  of  aasutant  snperintendents  **  being  (paragraph  .55  )  jirovided  at  tbe  expense  of 
Government.    Tlu'  jmipo^itioTi  i-  favonralily  rc^rardLil. 

31.  In  ctmclutiion  the  Governor  Geuerul  an  Council  observes  tluii  the  Report  submitted 
by  Colonel  Kobinson  is  a  good  and  useful  one.  His  views  appear  to  l>c  generally  moderate 
and  sensible,  and  tn  g'ivc  gfuitl  pmniiso  i)f  an  cncrffctic  and  cffccfise  rnannfrcincut  of  the 
department,  coupled  with  a  proper  and  coiif»idcrate  treatment  of  ail  employed  under  him. 
Subject  to  the  remarks  made  in  the  preceding  parun^liB,  the  Qovemor  General  in 
Coondi  would  giTO  a  general  appraml  to  the  propoeed  meaauroat  ud  in  rigard  to  any 
pdnts  on  wlneb  donbte  have  been  expressed,  or  on  wludi  doabts  may  oe<mr  to  tbt"  Tlnan- 
cial  Department, the  Director  General  might  be  instructed  to  worlc  cxjicri: n  i  i  l'I  ,  '  ir  the 
present  in  view  to  the  subsequent  ade^ion  of  such  modifioations  as  oxpcheuoe  may 
dictate. 


0&l>Bit£l>^  that  a  copy  of  the  abo\  c  remarks,  tt)gcthcr  with  a  copy  of  the  Director 
0enenl^l  letter,  be  forwarded  to  the  Financial  Department  for  further  consideration,  with 
refert-noegcncrnlly  to  the  Hdditionnl  exi»ensc  involved  in  tbe  profM-tfiab,  find  -p'  rinlly  to  the 
points  noticed  in  paragraphs  21  and  22  (Check  Office),  und  paragraph  2ii  ^system  of 
Aooonnta  and  iLndit»  Oantoal  Office  of  Aoooant)^ 

(True  Extract.; 

Under  fieci'tfauj  to  the  Government  of  India. 


No-  6.  — 

(No.  37  of  18*)().) 

LEri  Ellfc)  from  Z.  W.  Courtenaj/,  Esq.,  to  W.  f.  Thornton^  Esq.,  and 

Major  Champain,  r.b. 

My  Di>ar  Sir, 

I  BEG  to  report  that  the  wocking  of  the  Toritiah  lines  oontinueB  veir  aatisfactoty. 
Teeterday  several  oonunerolid  messages  frtm  Bombay  and  Calcnttapaseed  throvfgh hen 

en  routt  for  Knglaml,  dated  6th  instant,  and  then  transferred  to  the  European  lines 'vHib* 
out  dcla^.    We  are  now  workii^  very  frequently  with  Bagdad  and  Fao  direct. 

I  renuon,  &c» 

W.  T.  Thornton,  E^q.,  JL  TMkt  CtHUfOU^ 

ladia  Office^  London. 


4U3.  3  Y  4 


Digitized  by  Google 


ATFSinbiZ  TO  BBVOBT  TBOM  THB 


(No.59<rf'18«6.) 

My  Dear  Sir,  Conetantinople,  21  Fchniary  186G. 

I  BEG  to  report,  that  witlt  tlie  exception  of  an  interruption  of  36  hoiirr",  wliich  look  place 
five  days  ago,  the  Tnrkiah  lines,  botn  eaat  and  west,  continue  to  work  very  well.  Last 
date  from  indift,  jtabetdtjf  200  noeangea  were  reoeived  yesterday  from  Indiiia,  direct  firam 
Bagdad. 

Ou  the  8th  iiiHtuTit  I  a  iiK-6Hng:e  direct  to  KnrTadMe,tlke  admowiedgment  of  wltidk 
was  received  her«  tibree  minutes  afterwardu. 

The  Pernao  Uoea  atre  in  a  Tery  bad  state  rinoe  the  5lh  December.  I  am  informed  that 
dwuig  the  month  of  DRCcmber  tliey  only  worked  five  days,  and  <1nriug  January,  only 
BCTcn  dayfi.  Meeoages  from  Kurorie,  fcnt  via  Ruspia  and  Persia  to  India,  are  fur>varded  by 
entafette  over  the  I  ersian  lines,  tnu^  being  very  greatly  delayed.  The  interruptions,  it 
is  aaid,  arc  between  Hadji  Kara  and  Teheran  and  Bushire.  Lieutenant  St,  .Tolui  men t inns 
in  his  letter  that  the  unexampled  eeverit^  of  the  winter  has  much  damaged  the  i^erdiou 
lines,  but  that  probnbly  coinniunicatitin  Will  lie  reatond  in  » tew  days. 

M  i^jor  Cbampoin  has  not  yet  arrived. 

BdieTe  me,  Ae. 

W.  T.  Thornton,  Eeq.,  &c.  &e,  See.  L.  tFdttr  Courtat^, 

India  Office,  London. 


(No.  31  of  1866.) 

Inde^European  Telegraph,  Commissioner's  Offioe» 
My  Dear  Sir»  Constantinople,  31  January  1866. 

WHBOUT  any  fimnir  ftom  you  to  reply  to.  I  hcg  to  oonilrm  my  letter  to  yon  of  94th 
Instant. 

Fera  OJBce,  The  AdminietratioD  hae  accepted  my  propoeal  to  extend  tbe  trial  to  unite 
llie  two  offices  under  Mr.  O'Coimor'e  enperintaidenee  oatil  tiie  Wdi  Mareh. 

Working  of  Lines,  both  in  Europe  and  Asia  OODtmues  good.  MesMges  of  yeateidsy 
from  both  sides  reached  here  during  the  night. 

JDefi^f  dkn'ii^  iVboratSer,  between  Kurraehee  and  CkmataatmopJe.  IfeBaages  fiom 
Indis;^ 

Longest  -------10  days  8  houia. 

Shortest        ------  Direct  firom  FaA. 

Average  -------6  daya  6  lionn. 

Between  Constantinople  and  Knzrachee.   Meamgee  to  India: — 

Longest  -------   10  days  SO  hoiin. 

Shortest  DireottoFaA. 

Average  -------3  days. 

Ottoman  accounts,  owing  to  the  non-payment  by  the  Italian  and  Austrian  Admini- 
strationB,  of  the  amomtB  due  by  diem  to  Turkey  (upwards  of  40,000  L),  the  latter  AiU 
rnini.-trrLt'rTt  hats  not  paid  u?  our  account  for  the  BUL  months  ending  30  June  last.    I  luKVe 

again  written  to  the  Director  General  about  it. 

I  remain,  &c. 

Mi^  Champain,  L.  WaiUr  CcmrUme^, 

Kidk  Offiee,  liOBdon. 


—  No.  7.  — 

CORRESPOND!  NCF  between  the  Chairman  of  tbe  Electric  and  International 
Telegraph  Company,  and  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India,  relative  to  the 
bniirovaiient  of  C<Mimuiii(»fioit  with  die  Confment.  1864. 


ThB  EiLBOXUO  ash  IVTBBHATIOlf AI«  IkliMSAPB  COMPAirT. 

Tdbgraph-street,  London,  E.G.| 
Sir,  30  May  1864. 

I  ntrST  yon  will  exense  die  Bberty  I  am  taking  in  presgiogfor  your  dedaion  upon  fihe 
propoeal  contained  in  my  letter  of  tli-  jdi  of  November  1862,  a  ropy  of  which  I  encloee. 

Since  the  laying  of  the  Persian  Gulf  cable,  it  has  become  incumbent  upon  Her 
Majesty's  Ctovemment  to  take  some  stepa  fat  making  ihat  line  practically  useful 
J  The  proposal  that  1  had  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  dfif^  nnt  invnlve  any  outlay  on  the 
art  of  Her  Majesty's  GoTemment,  either  in  making  or  miuntaining  the  line,  wliicli  would 
e  borne  by  the  Eleefrie  Telegraph  Company ;  it  does  not  ask  for  any  exclusive  privilege 
of  any  kind  whatsoever ;  but  it  asks  that  the  British  Govecnment  should  use  its  influence 
wtlii  llie  AustiOi^ttiDtBk  Telegraph  Uidoii  1o  obtain  Ifca*  wUd  the  Attrtiiaa  Govem- 
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mcnt  had,  in  the  jeax  185S,  tmdertaken  to  grant,  namely,  to  reMrre  «  ddwet  we  acroM     App.  No.  s. 
its  dominMU  lot  thio  piupOM  of  eo^teditiiig  the  thnnigh  meaagM  from  In^  to 
country. 

/  I  lwT«,  &a^» 


IHE  liLECTBIC  AND  INTERNATIONAL  TrLKGUAPH  CoMPANT. 

Xelegraitli-strcct,  London,  £.C.» 
Sir,  5  November  18G2. 

I  WISH  to  call  your  attention  to  the  subject  of  telegraphic  communication  with  India. 

In  the  event  ot  the  line  down  the  Persian  Gulf  being  carried  oul^  a  oomtinuoiie  line  of 
telegraph  mD  exist  from  this  eountry  as  fiv  as  Kurrschee,  the  portion  through  Asia 
Minor  to  Ba^clatl  Imviiiij;  been  long  Finec  eomplctcd  by  the  Turkitih  Govcnirnent. 

But,  in  order  tu  inhuro  to  thin  country  the  advantage  of  direct  and  uninterrupted  cinn- 
mnnicatioii  with  India,  it  will  be  necessary  that  some  arrangement  ahould  be  made  to 
obtain  a  oepacate  wire  for  the  tranwniMion  of  Indian  meamgee  aoKNM  tike  eoatiaent  of 
Europe. 

These  would  otherwise  be  cut  off  and  delayed  by  tlie  use  of  the  wirea  for  the  internal 
mes8«gesofdiOMOOuntKiesthrou|^  which  they  u  uuld  therefore  havetopasai  I«  there- 
fere,  offer,  on  behalf  of  ike  Eleotrie  Telegraph  C  ompany,  to  reserve  a  wire  from  London 

to  Anist<;r(]am  Hju'ciiilly  for  the  transmission  of  Intlian  inc^-agcs,  Mirh  wire  to  lie  led  into 
an;^  Government  to  be  tixed  upon  by  the  Indiau  Council,  upon  condition  that  the 
Bntieh  Government  obtains  from  the  Austro-Germanic  Telegrnphic  tJnuHi  the  eieelaoiiof 
a  special  wire  from  Amsterdam  to  Vienna  in  connection  witli  it. 

I  would  leave  it  to  Her  Mjycsty'js  Government  to  decide  vvhotlior  the  request  might  not 
be  pressed  for  a  slill  fiirther  extension  of  the  wire  to  the  borders  of  tlie  Turkish  Empire. 

The  Anatro^iGernutDic  Td^aphio  Union  (of  which  Holland  ia  a  member)  would  g^ 
a  eondderable  income  from  the  tran^ieeion  over  their  lines  of  a  large  portion  of  the 
telegraphic  communication  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Ea^U  which  would  otherw^^:c 
pass  through  through  France,  if  the  latter,  by  reusou  of  delays  upon  the  Continent,  proved 
io  be  the  quicker  route. 

I  BCcd  hardly  point  out  the  advauLigc  to  the  puljllc  of  an  alternative  route  to  India, 
and  one  which  would  be  considerably  cheaper  than  the  present,  but  which,  without  the 
arrangement  that  I  have  pointed  out  to  you,  they  would  practically  be  debarred  from. 

Should  Her  I^Lijesty'a  Government  thiuJc  fit  to  n^gociate  with  the  Austro-Gcrmanlc 
Union  upon  this  matter,  it  would  be  competent  to  tt«m  to  make  pnorision  for  priority  of 
their  own,  and  East  India  ComjKiny'smeangea,  the  use  of  i^pher,  and  meh  oliher  Btapul»- 
tions  as  they  might  deem  necessary. 

I  have,  Sbo. 
(signed)      Mdteri  Grimston,  CSuuniMii. 

The  Kight  Honourable  t:>ir  Charles  Wood,  Bart, 
fta  flto.  &0. 


Sir,  India  OfEcc  9  June  1864. 

I  MM  directed  by  the  Seoretatr  of  State  for  India  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  30th  ultimo,  suggestinff  tbat  the  Britidi  GoTenmient  dioaJd  etrfearonr  to  obttdit 

from  the  Austro-Germanic  Telegraphic  Union,  the  reservation  of  a  special  wire  from 
Amsterdam  to  Vienna,  for  the  traui9Uiii9i;Ion  (;f  thrkjugh  messages  between  India  and  this 
poiQutiy. 

In  reply  I  am  directed  to  state  that  Sir  Charles  Wood  is  not  as  yet  in  a  position  to 
come  to  a  decision  on  your  suggestion,  which,  however,  shall  receive  due  attention  when 
ihe  anangementi  in  oomMctiom  with  the  telegiaph  to  Indu  are  mofe  matazed, 

I  am,  &c. 
(Mgned)  Wodehoute, 

Hm  HooounUe  Bobert  Giimeton, 
&e.  ke,  &«. 
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Appendix,  IMo.  3. 


PAP£BS  huM  ia  hy  Mr.  JZanidl,  18  Hanh  1S66. 


Aff.  Vou  9,  BBTUBST  fiom  Ae  foUowmg  Ihdiah  Bailwat  Cowamibb  of  Eznumirnu 

Sncnned  in  rapeet  <tf  BLBCfBto  TBLiBeBAPHfti 


BART  INBIAK  BAILWAT  COUPANT. 


EUKVBIO  TkLSasASH. 

(A.) — Expenditure  on  Construction  in  India  from  the  commencement       £.       t.  d. 
to  :nsi  Deci'inhcr  \HC>\  (iiK-luding  In^Boieirt  or  Uiamdited 

Balances  on  31st  December  18r)4)  157,791    1  6 

Expenditure  in  England  during  the  above  period,  yiz^  on 


Total  >  -  -  £.  228/)46  18  9 


(B.) — Statement  of  Beceipts  by  sale  of  Unswviceable  Stores  -      -      -  KiL 

(C.)— StetoiMnt  Aamm  the  C««k  Beodpta  «q  ooootoift  of  Fomto  lad.  Senitt 
MeBBage«»  &o.,  tor  th«  yom  1863  and  1864,  vis. : 


FkiTttto  MowNget:— 1668   S,99«  fi  10 

1864  -  ....    4,347  11  - 


ToTAii  -  -  -  £.  8,348  16  10 


Sernoe  Meeaagea :— Not  charged  fbr;  if  ohaiged  at  paUio  tain,  it  ii 
they  would  yield  about  GOjQOO  L  per  annum. 

(D.) — Statement  showing  the  Expenditure  of  the  Telegraph  Department  in  India 
on  accoimft  of  Workiiur  wad  SUiiteatnce  diumuc  tiie  yean  1868  nd 
1864,Tii.i 

£.    «.  «L 

1863 :— Supervision  -      -      -      -      -    1,757  13  8 

"Working  17,877    2  3 

Maintenance  ......    1,882  1^  8 

£.  21,517  11  7 

1864:— Supenruion    ......  9,188  4  8 

WurkinfT   20,207  18  10 

Maintenance    ------  2,372    3  8 

£.  84,712   6  8 
ToxAi.  -  -  -  £.  46;229  18  3 

(E. 
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East  Ivoia  Bazlwat  GcmrAinr— cmiMiMd 


(E.) — Sumiuary  of  Statenu'iitd  (A.)  and  (D.): — 

(F.) — Statement  of  the  Number  of  MiliM  «f  Twige»fk  Linefl,  mi.  Statuna  open  ia  each 
of  t^e  years  1863  and  1864,  viz. : 

umber  of  MUm.       Number  uf  Offices. 
18fia    -  9» 

1864    1,105  Ill 


BOMBAY,  BARODA,  AND  CENTRAL  INDIA  RAILWAY  COMPANY. 


Elkctuic  Telegraph. 

(A.) — Expeadltxue  on  Conetmction  in  India  from  the  commencement 

to  3l8t  Deeember  1864    6^30  10  3 

Expenditure  in  England  during  die  laine  period*  vis.  x 

On  purchase  of  Stores     -  8,826   3  6 

fivFirei^t,  &0.     ...     i,765  >  - 

  !0,.'ni    %  6 


Totai.  -  -  -  £r  16,831  13  9 


(fi.)— Statement  of  Beompti  by  Sale  of  Unflerviceable  Store*:— (None). 

(C.) — Statement  showing  the  Cash  Beceipte  on  account  of  Privatt;  and  Service  Mcfisages 
6r  the  jean  1863  and  1864,  : 

Bnfnte  Meawgte :— 1868. — ^No  letmnL 

1864.— The  totul  Catih  Receipts  for  MercMtttile  Mo^ 
sagcfl  in  1864  amounted  to  about  :i,930  I. 

Service  Modsagefi: — The  full  detaila  of  the  pro  farmA  Cfaarjgea  £3ir  Service 

Meesagea  bsve  not  been  leoefved  fSvm  lodSa,  and 
eannot  -di«rafore  be  ^ven. 

(D.)— Statement  phowing  the  Expenditure  of  the  Telegraph  Department  in  India,  on 
account  of  Working  and  Maintenance  during  the  years  1863  and  1«64,  viz. : 

1863 : — SDpervieioir  1  '      s,  tL 

Working   726  14  11 

Maintenance  J 

1864: — Supervision  ) 

Working        -      -      -      -      .     3,682   3  10 
MaiutenanceJ  ■ 

£.  4,348  18  9 


(^N,£. — The  detailed  amounts  have  not  been  received  irom  India.) 

(E.>~Snmmar7  of  Statemmta  (A.)  and  (D.)  in  tin  Betam  of  tiie  Qoremnient  of 

India : — 

(F.)— Statement  of  the  number  of  miles  of  Telc^ph  Lines  and  Stations  ofen  in  each 
of  llwyenn  1863  and  1864. 


Abfe.— The  line  waa  open  during  1863  (from.  80th  Janiuny)  fimn  Bulaar  to 
bad,  185^  raiks,  and  iri»  fiirther  opened  £«- faaiengev  traffie  in- November  1864  fivm 
Bolear  to  Bombay.  •       ■  • 

lt»  line  froib  Bqmbay  to  Ahmedabad  ie  306  mike  in  leagtti,  wiUt  37  etatione. 


0;4a  3z2 
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CALCUTTA  ASD  SOUTH  EASTERN  BAILWAY  COMPANY  (Liiiixbi»> 


Electric  Telegraph. 


(A.) — ^Expenditure  on  Construction  in  India  from  the  oommoioement  £.    *.  d. 

to  Slit  D«cemb«r  1864  1^618  9 

Expenditure  in  Engkod  during  the  above  perfo^f        Ml  PidS 

euMofStorea^wdiorrreiglitB,       .      •      -      -      -  2«M7   1  6 


Total  •  •  •  £.  3^94  -  i 


(B.) — Btai«m«&tof  B«cetpt8  by  sale  of  Unflcvrioeable  Stons    -      -  £.  11  - 


(C.) — Statement  showing  the  Cash  Hcceipts  on  account  of  Private  and  Sernoe 
Meoagea,  &e.  for  the  Tean  1868  and  1864j  tu.  : 

I^vate  Messages: — 1863      ....  23  3  8 
1864      -      •      -      -  48  17  4 


Total  -  -  -  £.  67   1  - 


Serdco  Meesagea: — No  charge  is  made  for  Service  Meseages,  and  we  have 
'  noieoOEdrnJ^mdomofthB  inimberof  lieeaagieBMiit 


(D.)— SttttaaMnt  dMnviog  tiie  Expenditwe  of  the  Telegraph  Department  in  ladBaai 
Moonnt    WoKKtng  and  MainteDanoe  dnxing  ibe  x  eara  1868  and  1864«  vk. : 

^^*"'w]Eif?°''   1  (Number  detailed  m  thex    ^  i%  o 
1864:-Supomaton   \  (j^u^bcr  detailed  iu  the\ 

Total  -  -  -     418  18  7 


(B.)— Summary  of  Statements  (A.)  and  (D.)  in  i}v  Return  of  the  Govenwient  of 

ludia: — (It     uot  clearly  understood  wiiaL     liero  wanted). 

'   (Y. )^Str\tcmcnt  of  the  Number  of  Milea  of  Telegraph  Linea  and  Statkma  oipen  in 

of  tiie  i  ears  1863  and  1864,  viz. : 

Number  of  Ifilea.     Nmnber  of  Offieea. 
1868   S8...8 

1864    28      -      -      -  8 


EASTERN  BENGAL  BAILWAT  COMFANT. 


Elbctsio  Tblbobipb. 

£»    «;  A 

(A.)— Ejqienditnre  on  oonstraction  in  India,  from  the  oommenoement 

toSlfltDeoeniber  1864      •     -  2>069  7  8 

Ezpen^liue  Sn  England  during  the  above  period,  viz.,  on  Fu^ 
ehaeefif  Stone^andforEreli^itSyftc.  •     -     •     •     .  g,4"0   i  1 

TkMAL  -  .  •  £.8^  8  - 
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XiASnBll  BSMQAI.  B&IKWAT  COMFAHT— COVCBWed 


(B.)— StatanflDt  of  Beoeipts     aale  of  UiunneMUft  StofeB>— NU. 

(C.) — Stetomaiit  diowii^  die  eadi  leedpii  on  aoiMMiit  of  private 

and  service  Messages,  &c.  for  Ae  JOHS  1869  and  18tt4,  Tut. :        £.    «.  ^ 

Private  Meaaagee:— 1863      -      -      -      •      •      •      -236  8- 
^        „        1864    387  18  9 


Total  -  -  -  £.  601  6  9 

Service  Messages : — No  return. 

(P.) — Statement  showing  the  Expenditure  of  the  Telenaph  Department 
in  Indian  <n  aooonut  of  Wericing  and  Mnntenaiioe  durbig 
the  Toan  1888  and  1884«  ria. : 

£t.    s,  d. 

18a3:-Snperyi8ion-|   934  11  11 

VV  Drking  -J 


Maintenance: — No  separate  Betum. 

1864: — SuperviBionl 
IVoiMng 

Maintananea Ko  aepaxate  Betam. 


1,091  19  7 


TOYAL  .  .  .  JB.  2,088  11  6 


(E.) — Sinmnary  of  Statements  (A.)  and  (D.)  in  the  return  of  the  GoTemment  of  India  :— 

Statement  of  the  Number  of  Miles  of  Tele£raph  Lines  and 
StataoBB  open  in  oadL  of  the  Yoaca  1883  and  1884,  vis. 

Kmnb«r     Mne&  Nnmber  of  Offleea. 

1863  -   110    21 

1864    110    21 


GBEAT  SOCTTHEBN  OF  INDIA  BAILWAY  COMPAHT. 


Bleotbio  Telbg&afh. 

Expenditure  on  Coastraetiaa  ia  bdia  and  Endaad,  fiNim  the  com- 
meneamenttaDeoamber  1864   £  i  "^^^ 


Beceipts  on  Account  of  Messages :  £.   «.  dL 

Foryear  ending  Slat  December  1863       -      -      •      -      .      .  847  -8 
Ditto      -      -    ditto  1864       -      -      -      -      -      -   251  T5 


Enenditure  on  Aooount  of  Working  and  Maintenance  of  Telegraph 
Draaztmen*:  £.  a.  <^       £.  a.  A 

For  Tear  euffing  1868 :— Working  -      -      -      -  51   6  5 

Maintenance    -      -      •   45  17  2 

 97  S  J 

Ditto  •  1864:— Working  -      •      .      -   52    9  7 
Maintenance    -      •      •  41  19  8 

■  »4  9  8 


Mnmber  of  Miles  open  for  the  Years  1863  and  1864 1- 
79  milea  of  Line  working. 


Stations  open  during  the  Year  1868 
Ditto     .     ditto  1864 


«  -  13 
•     -  14 
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No.  3. 


MADRAS  RAILWAY  COMPANY. 


Elecxkic  Teleoraph. 


(A.) — Expenditure  on  conetruction  in  India  from  the  commencement  £,     A  dL 

to  3l3t  LK'cenilier  18(;4        -  -  UfSItt    9  t 

Szpeuditure  in  iilngland  daring  the  aboTC  period,  Tiz.j^oa  pur- 

dMMcf  Stores  and  for  iVeights,  &C.  -      .      -      -      >  84,016  IS  8 

Total  -  -  -  £.  48,223  17  2 

(B.)— StataBiene  cf  Beeeipts  by  sfJeofunaemoMUo  Btveat-i  «f  tUawe  have  ao  letan. 

(C.)— Stetemwit  ilKnriiig  dm  Ctah  BeMiptioa  Moonnli  of  Frirote  Iteafet  ligvAe 
T«ax>  1863  auTlsei:  £.   s.  <t 

1663   .-     669  76 

1664    961    1  6 

Total  -  -  -  £.  1,840  a  10 
Heaaages  on  aocotrntof  ^  Bulway  Serrice  are  not  pud  fbr. 

(D). — Statenumt  ahowing  the  EzpaMStare  of  the  Telmuih  Befflrtmoit  in  India,  on 
eocpunt  of  Working  and  Maintenance  duriog  toit  Xeaia  1863  and  1664»  He^s 

£.    t.  d. 

1863  Sinicrvi-iion  and  Workina:       -  506    4  7 


„    iVlaintenance   729   4  4 

Total  .  -  -  £.  1,«35  8  11 

1864  Supervision  and  Working      -      -      -   665  19  10 
w  Mamtffiianee        ....     .1^60  8  2 

Total  *  -  •  -      2,)o6  8  - 

(F.)— Statement  of  the  number  of  milite  <^  Telegraph  Imiee  and  Stations  open  in  eaidi 
ol  the  Yeais  186S  and  1864,  viz. : 

Mnmbcr  of  MUm         Nombcr  of  StatSooap 

186S  -  ....6^2-.  .-66 
1864   670    -      -      -      -  6t 


SCINDE  RAILWAY. 


-    El-BCTBIO  TBE.XORAVH. 

(A.)^BxpcnditnTe  on  Construction  in  India  from  the  commencement 

to  3l8t  December  1864   -------  10,843  4-10 

.Exjicuditiire  in  I'nfjland  during  the  above  period,  viz.,  on 

purcliaae  of  Stores  and  for  Freights,  &c.   -      -      -      - '  6.203    7  10 

Total  -  -  -  £.  17,045  12  8 


(B.) — Statcuu'iit  of  Keceiptij  bv  bule  of  Uii-crviocablo  Stores  -       -  Nil. 

(d) — Staff mf"*  ahowing  the  Cash  Beccipte  on  account  of  Private  and  Service  Mee- 
aagea,       fiMT  Uw  Yean  1863  and  1664, vis: 


£.   s.  d. 

Private  Messages : — 1863  •      -  -      .      54  28  2 

V        »  .     W64  -      -  -     -    38%  10  4 


Total  .  .  .  £.    39S  8  6 
Seryioe  MeaMgea : — No  retvcf. 


(D.>— Statement 
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(D.j — Siatesoent  •bowing  the  EjweacEtiiii  of  til*  Telegnjih  DefMurtmaitt  m  India  on 
•oeount  «f  Wondng  and  Mamtemmoe,  daiing      Tmm       wd  .i 

1908:^ — SupcrnHTon  \  £.    t.  d. 

Working      )  914   6  r 


IVorking       \   1,687  IB  - 

Maiuteuaace  j  — — 
ToTAX.  -  •  •  £.  UjBKil  19  1 


(£.^S«miiMi7  Off  Statementa  (A.  and  D.)  in  the  ratnni  of  GoTemment  of  India:— 


(F.>~Statcmcnt  of  tho  Xiiinl>c>r  of  Ariles  of  Tcleggaph  Liim  and  Statioiu  open  in 
of  the  Years  1863  and  lb64,  viz. : 

Nmribarvf  MOoi,      Kwdbir  «f  OffloaiK 

1868    114  --      -  — 

1664  114--.  Noretoiti. 


PUNJAUB  BAILWAT. 


Electric  Tsuubobapk. 

lA.) — Expenditure  on  construcUon  in  India  from   tJbe  oommence- 

ineatto31rtDeoemlMrl864  ......     5,69610  4 


litvre  in  England  during  tbe  aboTtt  pfltiod»  on 
fiudHua-of  Stons  and  (or  Fraghte,  &o.  -      ...    12^74  19  10 

TOTAI.  .  -  .  £.  17,971  19  9 


(B.) — Statenicat  oi  iicecipt*!  by  sale  of  Unwrviceable  Stores  ^—-NiL 

(C«) — Statement  ehowin^  the  Ca»h  Receipts  on  account  of  Private  and  Semce 
Meaaagea,  &&,  Uxt  the  Yean  1863  and  1864,  vis.! 

X.   <.  d^ 

PriTateHeMages.— 1863     -     -     -      -     -      30  -5 
„  „         1864     -  .      -      -    469   1  7 

TOVJUL  .  -  -  iS.  ^  9  - 

Service  Moaaag^a;*— No  Betum. 

(D.^-Statcmcnt  slewing  tho  Kxjicri'lit  u:  '  i  f  Hi  '  Ti 'n  L'rapli  Dopartni'  tr   in  India, 

on  account  ot*  Worlds  and  Maintenance,  daring  Years  lg63  and 
1864,  Yis. : 

£.     s,  d, 

1863  -   638  11  - 

1864  -      -      -      •      -      -      -      -      -     807  13  10 

Total  -  -  .  £.  l/66_  4  10 
(K)— Snnmagy  of  Statementa  (A,  and  P.)  t— 

(U8»  3x4  (F>.— StatanMirt 
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App.  Noi.  y  pOTjAtTB  Railwat — conH$mid, 


(F.)— Statement  of  the  number  of  Mile*  of  Tetegrtpli  LSnw  nd  Stations  open  in  mk 
ofthe  rem  1863  and  1864,  wz.; 

Number  of  Idee.     Humber  of  QSeeii 
1S68  -     -     -      -     -  — 

1864    47  ----  -  — 

iV. J9L— The  Fuigmab  Bailvey  ma  not  opened  thiongjboiit  nntU  April  1865. 


FUBTHEB  BETUUN  of  ExPEnonuBn  in  respeot  of  Ez.xotbio  Telsauaxob. 


GBEAX  INDIAN  PENINSULA  RAILWAY  COMPANY. 


Electric  Tslbgkaph. 


(A.^Expenditure  on  Con.Htnicttott  in  India  from  ihe  oommencement  £.  <^ 

to  31st  December  1864    18yl04  17  ' 

Expenditme  in  E&gknd  dniing  the  above  period,  viz.,  on 

PuKchaae  of  Stores,  snd  for  Fraghts,&o.    .     .      -      -  48,348  16  II 

Total  •  •  -  £,  66,747  13  11 

(B.) — Statement  of  Receipts  bj  sale  of  Unserriceable  Stores  -      -      -  None 

(CL)— Statement  showing  flic  C:i4i  Ttcctipt.s  on  account  of  FriratB  and  Senlee 
Messages,  &c.,  for  the  years  1863  and  1864,  viz. ; 

£.«.<£. 

Private  MesBageB!— 1863    2,903  13  lo 

1364  .......    :i,760  10  10 

Total  -  -  -  £.  n,*>';i   i  « 

Service  Messages  ------  None. 

(D«)— Statement  showing  tlic  rxjenditure  of  the  Telegraph  Department  in  India, 
on  account  of  Working  and  Maintenance  during  the  years  1863  and 
1864, -ris.: 

1863: — Snpcrvieion  -      .      -      -      -  -1 

Working  5A»l   3  1 


iMaintenanoe       -      -      -      —  ~j 

1864:--Supervigion  -----  -1 

"Working  >     7,491    3  5 

MnbitaBaDoe      -     -     -     -  -J 


TOTAX.  -  -  -  £.  6  6 

(EL)-^nmmar7  of  Statonenta  (A.)  aaid  (D.)  in  Hm  Betnm  of  tha  GorcmiMnt  of 

India: — 

(F.>— Statement  of  the  Number  of  ^dUes  of  Telegxapli  Jinea  and  Sfeatibna  opan  m  aadi 
of  the  years  1863  and  1864: 

Knnber  of  Miles.      Number  of  Offices. 

1863  -      -  ,    -      -      -      •      -   781i  -      .      •      .  57 

1864  -     --     --     -     .  782  ----64 
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FAPEBS  pat  in  by  Mr.  Vafyy  (Boaxd  of  Tndei),  23  March  1866. 


TOTAL  YAIiUE  of  Ikpobvs  into  the  UNnrsD  Ejhodom^  and  of  Bjutish  Fboducs  Espobtbd  dienfixnn, 
•nd  Total  Tohimob  of  YxasBLS  Sntsbsd  and  Cababbo  at  Pobts  in  llie  Uv ixbd  Kznosoh  in  tiie 

Year  1965. 


TidoBnf  InportB 


Ttkft  of  Ezporti  (Briliik  Ptodne*  ud 
ManiifiictiiiM)  160y8<»,4OS 


Eaterad  . 


VALUS  of  Impobts  and  Expobxs,  and  Tonnage  of  Ybssbls  £xteb£i>  and  Ci^j^ahed^  irum  and  to  the 

iUIoiring  Conntriei  in  the  Tear  1865. 


COUMTBlSa 

mvovra. 

_ EX PORTO 
(BiMtk  Prodon 

TONNAGE  OF  VESBBLS. 

Bod 

Manufacsnr«e). 

Kiitsred. 

£. 

£. 

Tons. 

Briti*^  Tadift  

87,39&,372 

18,2fi4,570 

004,391 

671,850 

hingapore  and  the  EasterQ  Stnutt  Settle- 

77,88A 

* 

00,999 

080,808 

02,197 

fi0,40I 

1,246,299 

690,848 

•tl,020 

3l>,&0i> 

10,673,080 

8,609,801 

91,006 

80,870 

Chiaa  (Hong  Kong)  .... 

773*008 

1,001,801 

1^000 

49,848 

Sl,77a,M0 

0^880^087 

001,419 

468,908 

Dutch  Poaseaakna  in  ladia  (JnTa,  Soma- 

220 

928,642 

Mil 

99,848 

940,094 

98,907 

1^008 

014»74S 

19,009 

18,80S|8O7 

887,989 

Total  ftr  ^b»  afeovMUBiMdl  . 
Countri*      •     *     .f  *" 

08*117^0 

4%807^ 

1,499^109 

1,809,080 

0.43.  4  A 
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APPENDIX  TO  KEPOBT  SBOM  XH* 


BRmSH  INDIA 
(ezelasiT«  vf&ttgifmt  Mid  CS^ilm.) 


CoilFUTi-.n  Reat,  V.iLi  E  of  fMroiiT-i  tliprefrom  Into  the 
Uuitfd  Kin^doui  in  the  Year  ISCfi. 


PrincijMl  ftod  other  ArtSobi. 


Artiolea  of  food : 

«  »      *      •      •  ■ 

OoffcCi  TftW     -        *        •        «  . 

Rioe,  not  nwgb,  nor  in  tht  bvofc 

Sngnr,  unrefinod     -       -       .  . 
„      refined  - 

Articlfvo  for  Maniit'ttoturing  Purposes: 

Cotton,  raw    -       .       -       -  . 

Hemp,  roui;h  or  MudrnnJ 
„    juto  - 

Hides,  untannod    •      •      -  '  _ 
Gum,  lacdje  •      -      .      .  . 
J*   tbeilao        -      -      -  - 

Indi-o  

Salipetro       .      .      .      *  . 
Ci^,  coir  Tope^  twine,  itnndf  and 
jam. 

Cateb  

Skins,  goat,  lanned  .  .  . 
Tectb,  elcphoatl'  -  •  •  . 
Oil,  co«oa>out        .      .      _  _ 

Seeds,  liii^ccd        .       .       ,  . 
„      nipf    -       .       -       -  - 

♦Silk,  raw      -       .       -       .  . 
„     knubs  or  husks,  and  villo  lUk 
Wool,  theep  or  Iamb*'  ... 

All  otber  artiola*  ..... 

ToZAI.  -    -    -  £. 


Computed 
Vttlu«. 


889,847 
649^706 
1,0B1,S8C 

411,802 


1,766,600 

898,090 
71,706 

1,097,275 
808^82 
lilfiil 

41,681 

182,107 
65,013 
180,789 

480,750 
266,681 

i«i,4«r 

811,860 
1,168^087 


37,30  "),;i7'J 


•  Ezeldrire  of  Silk  Imported  vid  Egj  pt 
(tee  KoliooqqoBt  Rotum  fixr  Egf  pt). 


Dbclakso  Value  of  BritisL  um!   TrisL  Produce  and 
Huofaclui 
dom  in  the 


Huofaclures  ExroKTi  u  tlu'reto  from       United  King- 
s  Year  !  hOo. 


Prinoipnl  and  otbar  Artieleo. 


A|)parc!  and  babadaihoy 
Ciiiiuu  ^ara  •       •      •  - 
Manufactures : 

Cotton  •       -       .  m 
Woollen        -       «  . 
Hardwam  and  Catlnj- . 
IsoOt  wrought  and  nnwnmi^t* 
Copper      „  „ 
MfMshinorj  and  mill-work 
Beer  and  ale  •       .      -  . 
AU  otb«r  artiolaa  •     «  • 


Declared 
Yalna. 


-   -  £. 


M. 

l,4ti2,{i4'J 

8,684,880 
600,966 

209,460 
1,061,805 

865,807 
S90,.'5Cro 
550,789 
1,884,066 


18, 2  70 


SINGAPORE  AND  THE  EASTERN  STftAtlg 
SBTTLBHBNTS. 


COlCrPT£D  ReA!,  YaLLTE  of  I 

United  Kingdom  in  the  Year  1805. 


Principal  and  other  Articles. 


ArtiolMofFflod: 

Coffee,  raw  .... 

Rico,  not  nragh,  nor  Ja  dio  hnak 

S^ar,  mefinod    .      -  - 

Sago    -      .      «      .  _ 

Tapioen.  .... 

Nutmegs  .      .  . 

Pepp«r  -      -      -      .  - 

AitidM  fbr  Mann&otariag  PoqMMM : 
Bidet^  untannod  ... 

GamUor  .... 

Cane^mttana  ... 

Oaovtobooo  •  .  . 
Cutcli  ..... 
Gutta  Percha  ... 

Tin  

.  Wood,  teak  .... 
AU  other  arltelaa  .... 


Total 


Computed 
Taloft 


£. 

48,861 
17,8t» 


88,168 
97,50» 

18,916 
357,069 

86,148 
818,841 
87,798 
87,818 

11,698 
119,810 
480^101 

108^878 


9,168,008 


DECLAREn  VaMik  of  Britisli  and  Irish  ProJiice  tni 
Mannfaciuru^  ExrORTBo  thereto  from  the  United  King* 
dom  in  the  Year  1668h 


Prinotpal  and  oOar  ArtSolaa. 


Mtumfaotnret : 

Cotton  - 

Wocdlen 
Cotton  jam  • 
iMm,  wnMg^t  and.  wwnwfhi 

Coals,  cinders,  an 
All  other  attiaka 


Declared 
Talne. 


Total 


€. 

027,96$ 
31,103 

187,181 
•1^018 
61,6M 
23,503 

885,688 


1  .ij^J' 


Digitized  by  Google 
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CSYLON. 

MAURITIUS. 

Computed  liKAi.  Value  of  Iupobts  therefrom  into  the 
United  Kingdom  in  tlia  Tour  1B66. 

CoMPv-TKo  Real  Value  of  Imports  therefrom  into  tbe 
Uidtod  Kingdon  in  tU  Tmt  1886. 

PriDcipnl  and  other  Aniolea. 

Compute) 
Valae. 

Prineipai  and  other  Aniclea. 

j  Computed 

Valno. 

Aitidwiif  Food; 

£, 

ArtidMofFoodt 

Rice,  Dot  ningh,  nor  ia  tbe  biuk 

• 

£. 

14,988 

90,OU3 

Sugar,  unrefined     .       -      -  . 

1,191,008 

Articles  for  M«nitft«tari]if»  PttvpoMi: 
Coir,  Mir  M|Wy  tirine  ttiaiida  tad  ynm 

161,0BO 

»jm 

ArtiolM  for  UaattAstBriag  PvrpoMt : 

31,684 
1,069 

Le»if  blaek  (or  piambago) 

Hidflt,  antanttfld  .... 

8,081 

Oii,  04Moa-]iut       •      •      «  . 

204,870 

Wool,  slioep  or  lambs'  ... 

4,368 

88,842 

8,994 

Total  -  .  -  «. 

3,707,615 

Total  •  ~  ~  £. 

1,-240,299 

Declared  Value  of  British  and  Irish  Produce  nnd  Manu- 
factures Exported  thereto  from  the  United  Kingdom  in 
tlw  YMr  1886. 

Dhcl  areo  Vaiiie  of  British  and  Irish  Prwluce  nnH  Manti- 
luetures  Exported  thereto  from  the  United  Kingdom  in 
«]>•  Year  1886. 

Principal  and  other  Articles. 

Declared 
Value. 

Princi|>al  and  other  Articks. 

Daolared 

Mnavlkotiirw: 

£. 
887,818 

MoanfiMtuw: 

£. 
198,874 

94,041 

10,7C5 

Conbb  dndersi  tad  milm  ... 

97,809 

Appanland  baiiaidMhavjr 

87,168 

boD,  WTDng'htHidmwTiMight - 

48,891 

IbidmiTC  «ad  tnOnry  '  - 

26,080 

ICadiinerj  and  mill-work  ... 

15,472 

Iron,  wroLijj'ht  and  anwnmght  « 

66,088 

Baar  mi  ale  -      •     .      .*  . 

84,794 

Maah^Hiy  and  nill-wofk      .      .  - 

68,189 

l§l,eB8 

CofiMr,  wronglit  aad  vrnnn^  • 
All  odier  arti«l«i  -      .     .      .  - 

96,816 

179,134 

Total  -   -   -  £. 

C8d,308 

TOXAI  -    -    -  f. 

686,848 

/ 
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Aerxsmx  to  bepobt  vbom  tbg 


CHINA 
(flxolasire  of  Hong  K<mg)m 

HONG  KONO. 

CoMPUtEU  Real  Value  of  iMPoaTS  therefrqm  into  the 
Unittd  Kingdom  in  ^  T«r  1B66. 

Computed  Real  Value  of  Impobta  therefivin  ioto^ 
Dnitad  Kingdom  in  (1m  Yotr  1866. 

Priacipal  ud  odi«r  Artifflw. 

Compnted 

FkioolpBl  and  adMr  ArtidM. 

Computed 
Valna. 

Aztidesof  Pood: 

«. 

ArtiolMorFood: 

....  - 

70,094 

ArtidM  for  Mkaoftetariag  PofpoMa : 
Silk,  knubt,  haska,  and  wwte  -  « 

1,0<1,M6 

163,792 
60,776 

135,602 

Articles  for  Manufacturing  PuipoMs  : 

Silk,  knata^  budu^  «nd  waato  • 
Oili,dHiDicaI,«aMBtltd,^  . 

AU  otfaar  artidaa  -      .     •  . 

• 
• 

9,634 
17,94S 
14,77ft 
9«,«0| 

28,375 

60«7M 

Total  -  -  -  £. 

20,678,060 

TWAIi    -    -  - 

77^068 

*  ExcIuuTO  of  Silk  Imported  t-i'^  ^ST^pt 
(«MiQlMe9iM!iit  Hetoin  for  Egjpt). 

*  ExdtuiTe  of  Silk  Imported  vid  Egypt 
{m  aabaaqaant  Ratora  £»  Egjpt). 

Declaued  Valuf  of  British  niu!  TriKli  ProJuc<  niul  Mami- 
fttotores  £xi>oiiTBD  thereto  ^ro  the  Unit«d  Kiagdom 
in  cIm  Tnz  1860. 

Declared  Valuf.  of  British  and  Irish  Produce  and  Manu- 
factares  Exported  thereto  from  tho  United  Kingdom  ia 
tbe  Yaar  1B66. 

Pifodpal  MUl  otiHr  AiHeki* 

Declared 
Value. 

Piindpal  and  oOiAr  Artidaa. 

Declared 
Value. 

Hsaaihetaiw: 

tfaamiaoteiaa; 

£. 

1,961,IM0 

l,300,76d 

626,110 

Iran,  wraoght  and  imwranglit  • 

60,101 

SM»,671 
23,762 

Copper,  wrought  and  ummmght  > 
Coala,  oinden,  and  anUn 

• 

58,04(i 
20,024 
28,012 
61,6«» 

839,160 

825,930 

Total   -   •   •  f . 

8^600,801 

Total  «  .  • 

1,&6I,85I 
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B  G  Y  P  T. 

DUTCH  POSSESSIONS  IN  INDIA. 
(Java,  Sanu^,  &c.) 

CoHVifTED  Real  Value  of  Imports  there  from  into  liba 
UnitBd  Kingdotn  in  tlic  Year  ISflr.. 

CowroTBD  R«Al  Valuk  of  Imports  therefrom  into  tb» 
United  Kivgdom  in  the  Year  isGj. 

Computed 
Valoa. 

rnnt&pai  aoo  Oiiiar  Araoiei* 

Con)put«d 

Talna. 

Articles  for  MainirMtiiiiii|^  FaipoMSt 

13,90^,641 

Articles  of  Food : 

Gingar,  pNMiT  ad  .      .      -  • 

£. 

6 

SM.S08 

Sfflatnana  of  natural  Micnoa  •     .  > 

220 

Sak,  raw  (in  tnaiit  fnm  China, 
Indii^  and  Japan)* 

Uxmk  

lS,«8ft 

Tw^  dephaat     .      .      .  - 

MBiiufactureSf  silk,  of  India  and 
M aaabetofai,  luat  or  ivwil,  goatf  - 

80,500 
.  19^769 

898,416 

Total  .  -  - 

Total  •  -  -  £i 

.386 

Declared  Value  of  British  and  Irisli  Produce  and  Manu- 
fuitarea  Expokrd  thmto  fWm  fha  Unitad  Kingdooi  in 
«ba  Ymt  ISSft. 

Declared  Value  of  British  aad  Irish  Produce  and  Manu« 
fttetafM  BsTOftTXD  OmvId  fion  &a  United  Kiogdom  in 
Ae  T«ar  1868. 

Principal  and  otber  ArtidM. 

Declared 
Value. 

Prindpal  and  otber  Aitidet, 

Declared 
Valuo. 

Manu  factum: 

Mannfttotoiast 

711,341 

sak  

816,003 

11,888 

00,331 

84»,096 

Sll,802 

Iron,  wrought  and  UQwrought 

23,&86 

Appanl  and  I»b0idaidMr7     .     .  . 

888,414 

MaahiiMry  and  ni01>w«fc     .      .  - 

17,856 

Coppar,  wrongbt  and  nnirroagliC  - 

387,918 

114,884 

Iron,  wrought  and  aawrouglit  •      •  • 

881,408 

♦ 

Machinery  and  niill*work  - 

««l,69l 

1,981,478 

Tmir  •  •  .  £. 

6,886^87 

ToVAL  -  -  •  £. 

988,848 

a43. 
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PHILIPPIISE  IBLANDB. 

JAPAN. 

CoMrtrtKD  Hf.m.  Value  of  IiiFORn  tih 

anfroot  into  the 

Coii»DTiD  Rial  Valdb  of  iHromxa  diareftaa  iaio  d« 

United  Kingdm  in  the  Tear  1806. 

Unilad  XiagdaaB  is  tha  Taar  1886. 

Priiiei]wl  and  ofber  AftklM. 

Computed 
Voiue. 

Priadpal  and  othar  Artidaa. 

Coiiipated 

ArtidM  «f  F004I,  &Bt : 

£, 

--  - 
Artidaaof  Faod: 

Oft  lOf 

Sugar,  oanfincd  .... 

S84,19» 

Tobaoeo,  asmaiiofiietiDnd 

AQUttccv|  uniiiuiiuiBCujrctt        *  * 

133,374 

Articles  for  inunulnriunng  PurpodfSi 

„     nHmafiwtond,  and  eigan  - 

00,695 

136,139 

Arlkto  for  Haan&oturiog  PaipoaM : 

njm 

«0»^16 

Silk,  knaba  ar  hnik^  and  waate  aiik  - 

46,0M 

16,173 

17,403 

60,60« 

6,«aa 

84,141 

11,8W 

15,461 

u    vegetable  .... 

Another  Artiaka: 

Japutoed  vaia     -     .     .  . 

7,eO0 

4,«7 

16,378 

TvTAt   •   -  .  £. 

614,7^ 

•  Excluaive  of  Silk  rmportt.l  into  Kjrypt. 
{See  previous  Return  for  Efc^pu) 

DbciarCd  YAfcVB  of  British  and  Irish  Produce  and  Ma- 
nufactures ExTomsD  ttnrato  fion  die  Vnitad  Kingdom 
in  tbo  Year  1805. 

DECLAnEj)  Value  of  British  and  Irish  Produ/  e  and  Mun- 
Aoturea  Exvomrts  tharato  from  tho  United  Kin^om  ii 
fba  Year  I8O0. 

Pfiooipal  and  othor  Aniolia* 

OaelaiedValtta. 

PiiMllMt  and  odiar  Artudoa. 

Deolued  Vlhl; 

UaaafaatuTCs: 

£. 
706^79 

2llaaniiwtarai  ( 

£, 
618,6?0 

84,060 

aoa^i 

24,477 

Iron,  wrought  and  unwrooght 

46,333 

ben,  vroogbt  and  vawiwiglit 

86^04 

iijOn 

114,804 

lesbfloo 

Total  -  .  .  fi. 

945,024 

Tdtai.  -  .  .  £, 

IjOSIO^OS 
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BlllTISH  AUSTRALIA. 


CosiFUTBD  Bbal  YaIiUE  of  Imvorts  tlierefrom  into  the  Umtod  Kingdom  in  the 


Principal  and  othw  Anicks- 


Article*  for  Maonfacturiog  Purpoees : 
Cotton,  raw  .... 
Woo),  sheeps'  and  lamb 
Bark  for  taaners  aad  dyers'  uae  • 
Copper  ore       •      •      •  - 
Copper,  UDHTOught  and  part  WfOVg^t 
Gum  Kowrie    -     -     •  - 
Hides,  antaooad       -     •  - 
Hid«i,tniiMd  .... 
Lndfmof  .... 
Oil,  eoooMittt  .... 
Oj],tp«rm       .      -      .  - 
Skins,  sheep^  ndreeoid 

TnUwr  

Tin  ««»  and  regulng   .      •  - 

All  other  ortiolet     .      .      «  • 


GoiDIHItlBd 

Tilii*. 


24,700 
8,870,556 
4I),840 

7,S00 

38,888 
247,106 

13,320 


App.  No.  4. 


V 


DsCLAJlED  Yalub  of  British  and  Irish  Prodaoe  and  Manufacture*  £XM«TX]>  therato 
from  the  United  R«ng^o™  in  the  Yeer  1865> 


Principal  and  other  Articles. 


Maniifacturca : 
Cotton  - 
Liim  - 

W«o)ka  

boa,  wnoght  aad  anwraagiht    -     .-  -.«--. 

Maebinory  and  mill-vork  .-.«••-.-. 
Hnrrfware  nnd  CBtlaiy  .«*------■ 

Beer  and  ulo  -  --«.---  .... 
Apparel  and  haberdasherj 

fiardieniniM  eoMi  poroekbi  ......... 

LBath«r,«nBglikM<lwnnangkc 

Peparof  all  lorie  ........... 

AttetUrftrtidet 

TpTAft    .    .    .  £i 

Stetiftieal  DepnrtJiicnt,  Board  of  Traded 
23  March  1866.  J 


Declared 
Teiae. 


909,007 

1,S04,S7S 
»70,7«7 

560,563 
608,687 

2,645,412 
126,214 

1,293,406 


0.43. 
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Appendix,  No.  5. 


App.  No.  5. 


PAPERS  put  in  b7  Mr.  Fnderiek  MIL 


Estimate 


of  the  ProDortionate  Cost  of  Conveying  the  Indian  and  China  Mails 
by  r AOKBT,  inolttduig  MisodlaiiMiu  EnenMfl. 

£•      t.  a. 


THil  Gross  Sub-'itly  

Lett — For  abandoiuneat  vt  Kdoaid  niM  for  G«veciMteDt  puieageM 


£. 


Dtdoct — Cott  or  oonveyin  t;  A  u  ^tniian  MaiU  between  ^atluusplu  lad  Point  de  Gmll«   *  30,110 
For  «b«a«loDinene  of  Adnuraity  tozvej  of  vcucU      -      «...     1 4,500 


-    f . 


249,024  18  - 
19,000   -  - 


2S4,«84  18  " 


200,008  18 


Difidada* 

Ulamt 

* 

B£TWEEK 

P.-opnrtionate 

Cost 
of  Packeb. 

Lr»i 

Propwniijii 
of 

]r«t. 

EMimtted 
ProportiuD 
fur 

India  aiaUa, 

Eitinuted 
ProporUos 
lor 

CUulbtl*. 

£. 

84,888 

t. 

*, 

«. 

£. 

2,  rouit  de  GoMl'  aud  CaleUlU  ... 
S.  Bi>inb«y  acid  Shaiighne     •       .      -  . 
4.  S«Uh-m|,|on»ad                       -  - 

5  1,77J 

40,607 
85,974 

1.203 
313 
1,092 

1,890 

S1,S67 
13.94S 

a3,a84 

I3,!ii:i 

14.271 
4MM 

204,509 

4,600 

20»,0«9 

U7,22S 

62,786 

MiscclUneout  eipenses  incurred  io  ctHivrj^UMeof  Utll*  • 

16,790 

680 

4,m 

14,420 
303 
•  1,«M 

2,370 
77 

• 

■-"-'0,171 

1SS,<M 

AaflM 

General  Po>l  Oflte^ 
l»Mu«lilM«. 


KETURN  of  1^  Hamcs  of  the  Steam  Vesselb  employed  m  tile  "Etaasca.  MAlt 
Pac  K£T  Serviob  to  the  Eaat  I»dk»,  and  of  thnr  ToiQii«ge»  Horse^power,  and 

Performancea. 


UNSS 

Mul  Packet*  Employed, 

Oentnct 

Avmge  Speed, 

of 

MAIL  PACKETS. 

Mama. 

Xenaafe. 

Honc- 
piwar» 

lime 
for 
aach  Uaa> 

AceordiitK  to 

Actual 
ftrlM6. 

MantiDM  and  Akz- 
udrwfAtMdtotlM 
ladte  and  CUna 
lioa).     -  . 

1  Mirris 
;PelaM 
JSaid.  . 

nut  Blated 

-  ditio  - 

-  ditto  - 

400  1 
400  )■ 
400  J 

1 

150  boon 

1 

Knott,  tmk*. 
•  < 

Knofi.  tenth*. 

(  11  0 

<  10  S 

1  w  » 

Suet  fiad  Point  da 
Oalla.     .  - 

{ifflpcntrtM 
IWgm  - 

9 

«60  1 
606  ( 
•00  J 

178  houn 

9  6 

•  » 

1-9  9 

I  »  • 

Point  d«  GaUe  aad 
CalcBlta  • 

rAIphifl  ■ 
{ERiMitba 
tafAnaai  - 

tw 

MM 

dot  1 

4I*  \ 
«8»  J 

Ml  km 

•  • 

19  4 

Eoiplojad  leniio- 
mOa  an  m 
UmT  ' 
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A  iiEXUKN  of  the  YoYAGEH  of  the  Frbhcu  Mail  Packkts  employed  in  ihe  ConvejAOce  ol  the 

/mfum  Hails  dnnng  th«  Yews  1864  and  1865. 


OUTWABD& 


App«iot«d  Tine 

of  D  partvi* 
tram  AUimUIm. 


Arrival 
at 

Al«xaadiia. 


Ditparlare 
fnrn  6atu 


Arrival 
at 

Point  deOalle- 


Oeparturt 
frum 


Arrival 
•t 

CaUntla. 


18tt. 

.3U  irv  - 

Mxrch  '- 
April  - 

Jin* 

Mj  - 
Aafatt  - 

SrpRnbcr 
Uctoicr  - 


ISK. 

t  tbniary 

S'i 

Wjr  - 
AnfWt  - 
September 
October  - 


tatu 

•t 

S  (MB. 


IMM. 

»Jan.  ■ 
25  Feb  ■ 
SS  M->r.  • 

24  April  ■ 

25  May  - 
25  Jane  ■ 

24  July  . 

25  Aug.  • 
is  8.-pt.  • 
2A  Oti.  - 
t»  Nov.  • 


•a  Dec. - 

34  Jan.  - 

24  h  oli.  - 

25  Mar.  - 
2S  April  • 
as  Miy- 

M  JttM  > 

as  • 

as  Anit.- 

1 1  25  .Se(.l.  - 
'  2S  Oct.  - 
as  Not.  . 


asoac. 


t  aa.m. 


0  aim. 

0  p.m. 
30  a.m. 

0  I  .m. 

0  i.cn. 

0  a.m. 
\b  i.m, 

0  a.m. 
45  a.m. 
SO  ■.m. 
IS 


0  p.m. 

0  p.m. 

0  p.iD. 

0  a.m. 
aOa.M. 
so  *M. 
Ma.m. 

0  >.«. 
30  p.m. 

0  .i.m. 

•  a.ni. 


S  SOp.n>. 


!«•«. 

27  Jan.  • 

28  Feb.  . 
27  Mir. . 
27  AerU- 
IT  May  ' 
sr  Jaiw  • 
•iTJolv  ■ 

ar  Aog.  ■ 

27  Sepl.  . 
27  Oct.  • 


at  Ok.. 


27  Jan.  • 
20  frh.  ■ 
27  Mar.  ■ 
^7  Apiil  • 
aaiinr- 
XT  JOM- 
ar  Jaly  • 
t1  Aof.  • 
•i7  Sept.  - 
27  Oct.  . 


S8  J>ec- 


15  p.m. 

0  a-uj. 

0  |).m. 
SO  p.m. 

0  ■■ra. 
30  a.m. 

0  a.m. 
to  a.in. 
9  SOa.m. 
riooii 

1  Mud. 


I  SOpjn. 


0  a.m. 

0  p  IB. 
0  p.m. 
0  a.ni. 

S*.in. 
a  aLRi. 
a  p.m. 

15  p.m. 
0  p.m. 
SVpUB. 


la  » 


mt. 

n  Kcb.  ■ 
15  Mar.  . 
IS  April. 
13  May  • 
1 1  June  ■ 
12Jul^  ' 
II  Ao^. 
10  Scpt.- 

13  Oc-r.  . 

14  Nov.  - 
18  Dec,  . 

18SS. 
14  Hm.  • 


IS  Feb.  • 
14  Mar. 

14  April- 

12  \U\  . 
ft  June  ■ 

11  Julv  - 

10  A«g. . 
12S0{M.' 

13  Oct.  ■ 

1 1  Nov. 

15  Dec.  ' 

IMS. 
la  Jan.  < 


7  0  a.111. 
0  0  a.m. 
6  30  p.m. 

8  SOn.m. 
2    0  |i.m. 

1 1  0  •.n. 
4  •p.m. 
ti    0  a.m. 

6  30  p.m. 

7  %%jta. 


f.  0  i.iii. 
0  0  ii.m. 
6  45  n.m. 
0  Sum. 
0  p.m. 
0  p.m. 
a«km. 
a  km. 

0  a. III. 
0  H. HI- 
SS a.m. 


18414. 

•12  tcb.  - 
10  .Mair,  - 

14  April - 

15  Mav  - 

13  June  - 

14  July  • 

15  Aug.  - 
12  Sefit.  - 
la  Ort.  - 
IC  Nov.  • 
18  Dec.  • 

laas. 


12  f  ub.  - 
15  Al..r.  • 

14  April . 

15  Mav  ■ 

13  June  ■ 
12  July 
II  Aog-- 
ISSepL- 
IS  Oct.  - 
15  No... 
15  Die.  ■ 

iim. 


•i.ni. 


0 

0  a-m. 
0  u.m. 
0  ajn. 
0  a.m. 
12  30  noon 
S    0  p.m. 
0   0  a.m. 
12  IS  nuoD 
II  0«.m. 


a  a«jk. 


<)    0  p.m. 

5  3Up.at. 
8  SO  p.m. 

10  40  a.m. 

6  0  a.m. 
0  p.m. 
Op-m. 
0  turn. 
0  p.m. 
0  a.in. 
0  p.m. 


-  I 


IMS. 

27  Feb. 
22  M*r. 

20  April 

21  May  ■ 
10  JuMe  - 
24  Jul)  - 

24  Aug.  ■ 
18  Sept.  • 

25  Oct.  - 
25  Nov.  - 
20  Dec  . 

1865. 

atjM.  • 


iH  r.  ii  • 

21  .Mar. - 
20  April  - 
20  May  • 
10  Juite  . 
18  July  ■ 
18  Aof. . 
IS  Sept.' 
20  Oct.  . 

2-2  Vo».  . 
S3  De& 

1866. 

aajM. 


G  30  pjn. 

3  45  p.m. 

0  p.m. 

4  0  p.a. 

5  0  p  A 
7  0  pjB. 
7  OpjD. 
S  SOpwm. 

0  omb. 

1  SOpM, 

a  avuiB. 


la  auw 


10  p.ta. 

0  p.m. 
15  p.ui. 

0  %.m. 

0  p.m. 

0  p.m. 

0  p.m. 

0p.aa. 

la^M. 
apitt. 


tiaaaaum. 


a  apA 


HOM  £W AED& 


Or(>;irtiirt 

from 
Calcuita. 


SJho.  • 

SMw  . 

SM«r<b. 

3  April  . 

3  May  . 

t  Jao«  - 

3J«!v  - 

3  Aul-.  . 

3  Sept.  . 

II  Oc'.  - 

3N«T.  - 


SDcc.  • 


Haw 
not  atatad. 


ajan.  « 

aptk  - 

3  March  ■ 
3  AprU 
3  May  . 
3  June  • 

S  Julv 

2  A  J... 

a  >x\>'-.  ■ 
t  Oci. 

3  Nor. 
SOae.  . 


n 


4  0  n.m. 
1  SOajB. 


a  aa.a. 


.'Vrriva. 
at 


•  ajB. 
a  a.m. 

0  3. til. 

0  a.m. 
30  a.m. 
0  a.m. 

0  j.m. 
0  i.m. 


not  •r.tlr.fl 
r 

9  Oa.m, 


laas. 
a  im.  - 

11  Feb.  . 
10  Mar.  ■ 

10  April 
lOMiv 
10  Juti..  . 
10  July 

10  Aui'. 

11  Sept 
10  Cel. 
IO.N«v. 


laas. 

11  Jan.  ' 

la  Feb.  • 

10  .Mar.  ■ 
lOAp  il- 

12  May  . 

11  Juiif 
11  Julv  ■ 

9  Ant!.  • 

!>  '-r  l.t.  ■ 

'.t  not.  • 
10  .Nov.  • 
la  Dae- 


r  M«.m. 
T   9  a.m. 

II  0  ii.m. 
3  SOp.iii 
3  ap.m. 

2  •p.m. 

iijon 

3  30p.Di. 

6  0  s.m. 
11  SUj.in. 
IS    0  a.m. 


IJ'  }:-iirtitre 
I'oint  lU'  Galk. 


i6ai. 

ajiiiK. 

It  Pbh. 

12  Mar. 
l.i  April 
11  May 
11  Junc 

13  July 
II  Ang. 
II 

10  Oct. 

11  Nov. 


Arrivjj 
Saai. 


'  IKpartiirr 
t  from 

AlexaiKlria. 


4  sa 


|>.i(f. 


t  a«.M.  I  11  Dac, 

laas. 


8  0  i.m. 
I  0  p.m. 
Doon 

5  30  p.ic. 
0  .i.ni. 
30  a.m. 

0  f>,n.. 

0  ]l  IM. 

0  a.iu. 


n<iou 
4  0  p. 
1  35  p. 
3  30p 
II  Ou 
Op. 
0  a 
U  a. 
I^I> 
on 

a  a. 


0 


m. 
m. 
■n. 


It. 


18  Jan.  . 

II  Frb.  . 

10  Mar.  - 

11  Apiil- 
14  May 

12  Juni-  . 

11  Julv  - 

10  Aug.  . 

12  8>;pt. - 

11  Oct.  ■ 
14  Nov.  . 
»  Dk.  < 


7  ik%JL. 


a  lapjH. 

a  aa.m. 

1  30  p.m. 

0  0  u.iii. 
I*  sa  a.m. 
la  •a.ih 

nooB 
n»  0 
n.ioii 

10  Oa.ni. 
6    0  p.m. 

a  aap.<a. 


I 


1864. 

22Jai..  . 
21  P«-b.  . 
25  Mar.. 

7  April  • 
2->  Mav 
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28  July  . 
27  ,\ug.  . 
2*!  Si-pt. . 
30  Oi  l. 
21  Nov. 


29  Dac  ■ 

laas. 

1  Jait.  • 
as  ■ 

30  M.ir.  - 
25  April  ■ 

31  M.IV  ■ 
28  J  <•;>'«  . 
2HJui\  - 
27  Aug,  . 
HO 

25  Ol 
27  Sov. 
as  Dee.  ' 


II 


0  p.m. 
SU  pjn. 
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30p.n. 
0  «.m 
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11 

10  30  p 

7  30  p 
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11  SSpum. 
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37  Mar.  • 

4  May  . 

2*  M  iy  . 
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1  N..V.  . 
26  How. . 
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7 

•  ■.n. 

SM.  - 

r 

a  a.in. 

ar  r«b. . 

5 

0  a.m. 

1  April - 

2 

Ou.iii. 

'27  April  - 

10  30  p.  n. 

2  June  - 

A 

30  a.<ii. 

29  June  - 

4 

i)  p.m. 

30  July  - 

5 

0  a.m. 

20  Aug.  - 

6 

0  p.m. 

2  Oct.  - 

3 

0  p.n. 

2n  Ik-l.  - 

11  30pjn. 

30  Nov.  . 

IH 

10* 

,  as  Dec.  . 

A'Tival 
at 

Marteillaa. 


It 


I  Pok. 

4  Mar. 

aAprit 
II  May 

1  June 

5  Julv 
.>  .\cg. 
4  ^epi. 


•2  Otic.  • 
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■t 

1  Jao.  • 
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8 
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& 

.2 

a 
a 


e 

.2 
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PAPEBS  pat  in  by  the  HonoiumUe  Robert  Grmttan,  17  AprU  Vm, 


Appb  No.6, 


THE  ELECTRIC  AND  IXTERJfATIONAL  TELEGRAPH  COMPANY, 

Incorpobateo  1846. 


MESSAGES  reoeiT«d  htm  luMAt  March  ISM. 
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•» 
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CakutU 
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»♦ 
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»• 

Calnitta 
Bomlwy 
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Hour. 

in 
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•a 
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20 
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J 
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4 

12 

51 
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Z4 
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3 

51 

1 
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•1 

4 

13 

.■>9 

94 

•1 
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20 
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M 

4 

14 
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40 
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4 

14 

21 
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•) 

ft 

1 
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18 

37 

»I 
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f  1 

J 
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10 

48 
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>) 
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I 
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•f 

1 

\f> 

10 

J? 

5 

Ij 
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J 

9  50 

1 
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35 
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>» 

e 
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»» 
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16 
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)» 

4 
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59 

^» 
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•J 
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t* 
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8 
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21 

P* 
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1 

9 

S7 

99 

tl 
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10 

•f 

J 

tf 
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ft 

1 

23 

12 

49 

z/ 

J» 

JU 

22 

»• 

J 

11 

10  38 

2 

0 

18 

99 

» 

i 
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»i 

tl 

10  42 

1 

IS 

16 

sr 

h 

0 

»• 

1 

H 
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n 

1 

17 

57 

» 

2 

40 

ft 
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1 

1 

20 

11 

40 

2 
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9 

13 

13 

21 

7 

0 

{>.tn. 

2 

12  43 

8 

5 

43 

21 

M 

4 

8 

»« 

2 

12  0 

7 

52 

21 

2 

0 

t* 

2 

12  42 

I 

10 

42 

28 

11 

0  a  ra. 

■1 

2  17 

15 

17 

28 

1 

fiO 

p.  11). 

2 

2  1:^ 

12 

28 

28 

11 

'■SI)  u.m. 

2 

2  22 

\ 

14 

47 

2S 

2 

34 

[>.ni. 

2 

2  27 

23 

53 

28 

»» 

2 

0 

2 

2  33 

»t 

1 

12 

33 

27 

>t 

10 

20 

»» 

2 

2  3:( 

2 

4 

13 

27 

'I 

11 

45 

M 

2 

It 

2  35 

•» 

2 

2 

50 

28 

n 

S 

30 

t> 

2 

rt 

2  42 

V» 

1 

9 

IS 

20 

♦» 

7 

40 

ff 

2 

2  5S 

M 

9 

1 

ts 

20 

*t 

5 

5 

»» 

2 

1* 

2  o(> 

»» 

9 

« 

81 

« 

u 

12 

15 

« 

2 

2  55 

fr 

7 

14 

4« 

20 

♦» 

6 

5 

tl 

2 

f* 

2  55 

*• 

9 

8 

SO 

29 

» 

2 

10 

M 

2 

3  2 

2 

12 

52 

27 

12 

15 

»l 

2 

3  U 

2 

14 

54 

22 

1 

40 

If 

2 

'„ 

3  15 

n 

7 

13 

3o 

21 

» 

4 

15 

>» 

2 

3  SO 

tf 

8 

11 

5 

21 

M 

10 

40 

t» 

2 

a  27 

tt 

8 

4 

47 

21 

2 

0 

»> 

2 

3  0 

tt 

8 

13 

0 

21 

» 

4 

30 

»• 

2 

3  34 

tt 

8 

11 

4 

20 

3 

15 

t» 

2 

3  38 

n 

9 

12 

23 

20 

3 

15 

11 

2 

3  43 

ti 

9 

12 

28 

20 

H 

4 

10 

t» 

2 

3  40 

tl 

9 

11 

30 

20 

12 

20 

2 

•  t 

3  45 

tt 

9 

15 

£5 

20 

» 

10 

8 

2 

3  50 

n 

9 

6 

42 

tl 

» 

5 

0 

t» 

2 

4  IC 

n 

S 

11 

44 

21 

N 

11 

0 

2 

4  40 

ff 

8 

» 

40 

20 

n 

7 

15 

p.m. 

2 

4  6 

tt 

9 

8 

81 

20 

M 

4 

10 

»• 

2 

4  11 

tt 

» 

19 

1 

20 

* 

5 

30 

2 

4  20 

ft 

9 

10 

50 

SI 

!• 

■I 

2 

f» 

4  28 

tt 

8 

11 

5H 

21 

»• 

4 

S 

rt 

2 

»f 

4  33 

tt 

8 

12 

28 

20 

I> 

2 

45 

w 

2 

»» 

4  30 

ft 

9 

IS 

SI 

20 

W 

5 

10 

n 

2 

l» 

4  48 

p-m. 

9 

11 

38 

28 

w 

4 

ss 

s 

w 

8  30 

tt 

1 

16 

r 

28 

If 

5 

2S 

M 

2 

If 

8  33 

ti 

1 

IS 

s 

28 

»j 

4 

10 

2 

M 

3  47 

a.m. 

1 

16 

37 

m 

>• 

4 

27 

n 

2 

ft 

8  M 

H 

I 

IG 

31 

2S 

s 

S6 

S 

n 

•  2 

n 

1 

17 

8 

BelgnAa. 


» 

n 
n 
■I 

» 

H 
It 


Motlnk. 


No  fill, 
tt 

No  I'iii. 

Belgrade, 
w 


NosU. 
Bdgradib 

Mo  fOm 


» 
0 


ft 

» 
I* 
•t 

m 

,  m  , 

» 
» 
» 
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Ml 


Boatav  . 

Mftdnt 

Calctttu 
OfttiTMiiiinil 


llBasAOEs  t'roai  India,  March  lH(t6—continuefl. 


/ 


Ito*  of  DtyiTtmw 


1  M«rch 
28  Feb. 
•i"*  . 
21  . 

I  March 
2«  Veb. 
28  „ 

,  2f  „ 

! 

I  -'H  „ 

^1  ., 
^1  ,. 
■iH  ., 

I  --  »j 

I  'JS  „ 

'  ? 

^■i 

1  March 
21  Feb. 

2»F«li. 
-»«  » 

40 

-•I 

•I  .. 

^1  .. 
•!') 

■n  ., 

No  date  • 

23  Feb. 

25  .. 
SHmii 

1  » 
S  » 
1 

2  .. 
2 

1 

28  F*b. 

24  ,. 

28  ,. 

1  March 
28  Feb. 
28  „ 

21  ., 

1  March 
No  Ms* 

SMudi 
« 

2  .. 
2H  Feb. 

27  ., 

1  Maich 

2 

2  „ 

24  F«b.  - 

22  ,. 
2H  ,, 

I  Mftrcb 

1  .. 

22  Feb.  - 

2  Much 
2 

5 

»  t» 

28  Feb. 

2  March 

28  Feb.  - 

28  ., 

29  „ 
•JS  ,, 
28  ,. 
28  » 
28  „ 

26  „ 
2«  „ 
■^7  ,, 

) 


How. 


0.43. 


I    i  p.m. 
5  2G  „ 
i>  4  i  „ 
S30  » 
,9  49  •.«. 
9  Op.Bi, 
12  20  „ 

3  o  „ 

1 1  5o  a.iii. 
11  SO  ,. 

1  20  p.m. 

4  40  „ 

2  5  „ 

3  30  „ 
.i  10  „ 

3  .'i5  „ 
1  21  „ 
1  49  ,. 
I  0 

10  ir.  „ 
10  u  „ 
8  13  •.IB. 

1  45  ibiB. 

«  S  „ 

4  10  „ 

1  17 

2  45 

4  40 

5  4.'i 
I  & 
I  15 
5  .'^0 


40 

.15 


6  47 

4  H 

5  22 
11  12 

1  10 

5  42 

1  4S 

11  3la.ra. 
t  20  p, 

7  12 

2  20 

2  30 
I  8 
7    5  B.ta. 

3  20  p 

6  0 
3  ."58 

12  29 

3  30 

4  40 
1  5 

4  0 
1  30 

5  0 

4  12 

3  2 
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12  2.'» 

4  10 

7  34 

5  20 
5  23 
3  40 
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b6 
8 
18 
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3  12 

3  3b 

1(1 

i> 
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20 
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&0 
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56 
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l.'i 
b 
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3 
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3 
3 
3 
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^ 
3 
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4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
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1 
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6 
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MoUnta. 
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Hme  of  DefMitwn. 

! 

AniMl  fa  Ldb4ml 
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— 
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m 
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28  Fob.  -  i 

•» 

5 

n 

1  50 

4    11  15 

n 
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» 
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M 
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28 
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It 
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2 
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S 
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ft 

ft  ftft 

»• 
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b&d  APPBHDIX  TO  BBVOBY  VBOX 


Ajqpendix,  No.  7> 


APP- '  MEMQKANDUM  relmtiiig  to  th«  TiaiifliiiiMioii    Meshaobb  to  /fidSia  titooagh 

Penian  Gulf  Cable. 


RotTTE. — (Same  as  Hague.) 

I. — Throuph  Paris,  Munich,  V'ituua,  iii-lgr.Mlo,  Miwa,  Constantinople,  and  Turkuv  iu  Asia,  to 
the  li(  ad  of  tlie  Gulf, 

8« — Paris,  Turin,  the  Otranto  and  Valona  Cabts»  ConMantiiiople^  aad  Turkey  in  Aaia,  lo  Aa 

bead  of  the  Gulf. 

a.  Brussels,  Berlin,  Vinana,  Belgrade,  Nma,  CoaataDtinople,  and'hukey  in  Atat,  to  thekeid 

of  the  Gulf. 

4.  Brussels,  Berlin,  Myslowiu,  Tiili^,  Djui  lta,  Tauris,  Teheran,  Ispahan,  btid  Bushire. 
(The  fourth  route  is  never  used,  except  when  all  others  are  unavailable.} 


Fla«e  fl«iit  to. 

Paris  for  the  first  and  second  routo^  and  Bta(»el«  or  Berlia  for  the  third  and  fourth.  fltM 
messi^'L-s  arc  u»<iuiliy  ht-m  u>  I'l  ino*,  bat  aometiniM  to  Belgiiuii,  inordertopreraatdeilayyawlthe 

blocking  up  of  the  French  lines.) 


Nnmbar  of  Meaaagea. 

About  6,000  bave  been  fonvarde  i  sii  ce  the  opening  of  the  Iin>  (  tt  ]irt!»ent  ubout  I50  a  week  aia 
■ant);  about  two->third»  sent  through  Fninoe«  and  one* third  tturuugh  Belgium.  The  CompiBf 
alwajni  givaa  tbe  preftraiMe  to  the  Bdgfada  route. 


Rate>  and  how  acoonntod  .for. 
To  CaloBttat  and  plaoai  wwt  of  CUcntta 


London  to  Calais 
Calais  to  Calcutta,  &o. 

Total    -    -  - 


Fr.  cts. 

3  - 
123  37 J 


iCO.  1. 

!      Fr.  cU, 

!      5  - 


London  to  Hntrue 
Hague  to  C'alcutta,  ^c.  j    121  50 


,   ISO  87i  or  £.6.1.1.  ; 


Total 


12(1  60  or  £.fi.l.«. 


The  rates  vrerc  given  to  the  Compuny  by  Ae  India  OiBea^  the  aonaaad  lariiF  having  beat 
recaiTed  firom  that  Office. 


Time  of  Transmission. 
jUongeBt,  17  days;  shortest,  17  hours.    Average,  about  48  houn?. 

There  have  been  lattcrlv  some  ftyaaraUe  instances  of  qnicl:  transmission.  A  message  reonhnd 
in  London  - 

On  the  Isl  April,  at  0.12  a.m.,  is  dated  Bombay,  3l8t  March,  2.30  p.m.  =  21  hour*. 


» 
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]6ibAprit,atlM4 
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s  20 

»» 

n 

n 

ISA  April,  6.M 

n 
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n 

M         >»  8.67 
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»» 

»> 

n  6.*© 

«> 

-  44 
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»> 

„  0.80 

*» 

=  44 

Allowing  five  hooit  for  diflbnaca  of  dma  beiwaen  Bombaj  and  OiMnwich. 
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SHtBOT  OOmnTTBB  OH  BAST  INDIA  COHanjlUCATIOMS.  Wl 

Afp.  No.  /• 

Aocomnta. 

Are  excbiwgod  monthiv,  and  a  statement  or  di'compte  is  neni  to  tbe  Compauy  quarterlj,  and  the 
*~ —  ihowii  tberabj  paid  a  fyw  wadkt  sftenrwdt. 


Complaiiitei  and  how  inTostigattML 


The  Con^MBj  ham  rnoamd  109  «miipbialB  «f  delay,  »Qii-d«liv«r]r»  or  amtUatioiD  of  tba 
sent 

iBTesdgation  of  complaiiiii  proceeds  as  fellows  ^— We  search  out  the  orjjginal 


sagMs 
Tbe 


a  eopv  of  iu  W  e  then  pat  tbe  matter  fbrvaidedy  epedlTiDg  Uis  groond  ofoonplaiD^  accom- 
panied hy  the  necj^sary  copies  to  the  Admln&tivtioo  to  whom  the  meange  had  been  forwarded^ 

viz.  Frfneh  or  Hol^iaii.  ami  tlicy  LuviriL,'  iiivt  ■^tiL^ated  iu^  transit  over  their  teffttOIT' pam  H  Oil  aotil 
it  eimil  have  njached  the  j)oint  or  jioiiiL*  whure  the  irr^ularities  arose. 

In  only  two  rust  s  have  we  obtained  solutions  of  complainta ;  one  whore  the  French  sent  a  mes- 
sage to  St.  GatI,  in  Switzerland,  instead  of  to  Galle,  Colombo ;  the  other,  where  tbe  message  was 
entirely  lost  in  Italy.  In  these  cases  the  Administrations  in  fault  refunded  the  charges  pdUlbr 
the  telegrams.   We  have  received  no  oom)daiiit8  whatever  from  the  other  side. 

By  Lord  Dafforin's  tetter,  dated  1st  March  1865,  notifyini;  the  opening  of  the  line,  the  antbo« 
rities  repudiated  any  re8|i<iiiy!bility  on  account  of  irreijularilies,  owing  to  a  part  of  the  line  over 
which  tJie  messages  had  to  pass  being  in  an  inefficient  state.  Notice  of  this  was  therefore  given  to 
 ^  pabbic  bj  drenlai'. 


Snhnarate  Telegraph  Cempttqrr 
Apnl  iSda. 
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AFPKMOIX  TO  SKPOKT  FKOM  THX 


Appendix,  No.  8. 


App.  No.  8.  PAFEBiS  banded  in  by  Mr.  Frederick.  Hill. 


[  A»  QsMtioiw  167  and  SSL] 

(A^) — Staxkment  ehowinp  the  Amount  Repaid  by  the  Government  of  India  to  the  Poet 
Office  on  account  of  thi-  Lobs  incurred  on  the  Mail  Servit  e  between  the  United 
HtngAtm  and  Indisi  Clunos  CeyliHi,  Mauritius,  and  the  Mediterranean,  kc,  during  the 
T«ur  ended  Slit  HiGnsli  after  dedneting  the  proportion  payable  by  the  AnatnUan 
Colonieeoiiaoeoimtfif  dwHsa  Sertfee  beti^n  En^and  and  Point  da  Oalb. 


t 

Amount  Paid  to  the  Pfiainaular  and  Oriental  Steam  NavigAtioD  Company  for 

£. 

Ameaafc  of  Exp^uaea  iaeonad  in  the  Confwaaoe  of  Maib^iiac  (he yttti 

16,790 

Cost  of  (\  u  .  i  yance  of  th«  Indian  Mails  by  Special  Paekett  between  Dover 

and 

680 

SalariM  of  Naval  Agoots  io  obaige  of  Uie  Indian  Mailt,  during  tho  year  • 

• 

Deduct  : 

Net  Pvedaeeaf  the  Mafla  daring  the  year;  mt SiatenMiat  (C.)  -      .  . 

• 

187,760 

£. 

86,013 

Oae-balf  of  this  Amoont  hat  been  Repaid  by  the  Indian  GoTonunrnt,  tis. 

£. 

43,406 

General  Post  Office,  Geo.  Chetwjfnd, 

14  April  IMft.  BeedT«r  and  Aeooontaai  GflnnnL 


(Bh^— Statbment  of  the  Expenses  incurred  for  the  ConTevance  of  Mails  to  and  jhan 
the  East  Indiee  and  Chini^  during  the  Year  to  Slat  March  1866. 


S,S16 

Tha  Salaiiei  aad  Eipneea  ef  Ofiooia  iNTellfav  in  ehaige  of  Indian  Mttb  • 

1,»S6 

The  Sam  paid  to  the  Paoha  of  Egypt  for  CoBTeyaBM  at  Maile  fhnmg'h  hie 

TheCeetef  die  Supply,  lU^,  and  Pdutfiagef  Indian  Mail  Besei        -  . 

Altowanaaate  JiveHHNBftraeooMpanjingMeilibrt««ea  AleiaodrkandSnei  • 

788 

£. 

18,780 

General  post  f>f!ice,  Geo.  ChetwyntI, 

14  April  mm.  Beceiyer  and  Accountant  QeneraL 
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(C.  WAN  Estimated  Statvihsht  of  Ha  Gtoh  and  Net  Produce  of  the  llailj  befewwa  ^"^ 

the  United  KIn!^<loiii  and  the  East  Indies,  Ceylon,  duniy  the  UiiizillIM,  and  the 
Mediterraaeau,  fur  the  Year  to  31st  March  1866. 


1.  Total  Postage  on  OKliiiar]r,Offieia]|aiid  Soldioni'  I«ttaf%  inward*  an 

dovtwavda. 

£. 

60,250 

S.  Total  Poataga  on  OnUnaiy,  Offioial,  and  Sddiara'  Lettnayiawafdi  an 

d  ontwards, 

8.  Total  Po«tage  on  Newspaper*,  inwards  and  oatwarda,  iwd  Southaatptoil  • 

7,S<» 

4.  Total  Postage  on  Newspapers,  inwards  and  ontwards,  vU't  Marseilles 

6,  Total  Poatage  oa  Bookiii  iawanto  and  outwardi,  vid  Southampton  and  viS 

8,708 

9.  Total  Postage  on  the  inCarmediate  Correspondenoe  of  tfaa  aafotal 
India,  Cejloa,  Chiaa,  Mauritius,  and  the  Medit<)rran<>un 

OOaaa  of 

I0,&00 

7.  Packet  Postage  between  Spain  and  the  Philippine  Islands 

1*880 

9.  Pmtage  on  aoooont  of  Comapomdaace  ibrwardad  ia  traotit  tbroogh  tha  United 

7,468 

9,  Aiuonnt  Craditad  to  the  United  Kingdom  by  Franu  aud  tha  Natherlaodt  for 
th*  CoaT«7aiica  of  the  Freaoh  and  Deiah  Clond  Maiia  .... 

8,748 

Deduct  : 

94a,<«ft 

1.  Far  l^aaait  Rata  Payabk  to  Franoe  for  OonTejance  of  the  Mar- 
aoillea  pardon  of  tie  Maiia  (kttan^  Pqwra,  and  baoka) 

£. 
S7,S0O 

9,  The  Coloniul  Share  of  Pofttaj,'!'  dii  the  CorresponJunoe  Uftween  tlie 
United  Kingdom  and  India,          inwurd«  and  outwards,  vid 

«8«831 

96,631 

NxT  Poatage  for  the  Year  • 

•   ■  £. 

137,760 

General  Post  Office,  Gto.  CUetujfnd, 

14  April  ISMh  ReeaiTW  and  Aoooiuitnit  CtocMnd. 


[See  Question  204.] 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treaanry  to  the  Poatmaater  QeneraL 
(13,286—7/7.) 

My  Lord,  Treasury  Chambers,  II  Joly  1664. 

I  AM  (lirocied  by  the  Lord-s  Cfiiiiini^isionf is  of  H'T  M-.ije^ty'*  Tre!:isiiry  to  acquaint  vou 
that  my  Lords  have  had  under  their  cunsideralio.],  with  tlie  view  to  the  CrHinii^  of  the  Post 
Office  Packet  Eatimatea  of  the  year,  the  subject  of  the  new  eontracts  for  ooaveying  the 
mails  to  the  East,  and  the  mode  in  wh\rh  the  ooet  ahoald  be  borm  by  the  Rrvenue  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  of  India  respectively. 

1  hafe  to  atate  that,  uader  the  old  contracts  in  force  prior  to  tbb  year,  the  following  were 
Iht  arraogementa : 

1.  The  British  OoTemment  defrayed  all  co«t  of  traasinittm^  the  letters  from  thi*  country 

to  Aloxanilria. 

2.  The  East  In.iia  Company  defrayed  the  cost  of  traasmitUng  them  throujjh  l^ypt 
(6,000  /.),  bat  latterly  2,000 1.  additional  has  been  paid  hy  the  Post  OfBee  on  account  of 

the  extension  of  the  s^ervice  to  Australia. 

3.  The  Bombay  mail  lias  been  conveyed  from  Aden  to  Bombay  by  the  vessels  of  the 
ESaai  India  Company,  at  an  eatiniated  cost  of  100,000  /.,  towards  wh'w-b  Ae  Brittih  Ooveni- 
ment  had  paid  the  East  India  Company  the  anm  of  60,000  L 

4.  The  remaining  services  were  contracted  for  at  a  cost  of  160,000  L,  of  which  the  East 
India  Company  paid  sieven-sixteeiitlis,  or  70,ono  /.,  ;ind  tiie  British  Governnii  nt  90,000  /. 

5.  Under  these  arrangements  the  British  Government  received  all  the  postage,  amounting 
lo  197,896/.  {tee  report  of  Gomniittee  on  Contract  Packets,  pa^  79),  while  the  East  India 
Company  receive  thrir  letters  free.  The  -dhow  sum,  including;  the  amount  oT  thp  Irtters  of 
tJtc  Biiiish  Govemmeut,  tlie  amount  of  postage  which  the  Post  Ofhcc  would  receive, 
accoruin<;  to  the  said  account,  if  the  East  India  Conkpany  paid  their  ahar^as  is  dona  by 
the  BritUb  GoTenunent,  would  be  146,878  L 

0A9.  4  D  3  Aooofdiag 
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Appk  No.  8.        Arcording  to  tile  new  arraagenients  ma<le  (or  these  snrices,  the  entire  out  would  be  u 

follows: 

I,  Conlract  with  Peninsul.ir  and  Oriental  Sf  '  .Vaviir  tion  Company,  for  the  con- 
Tsynnce  of  waiU  from  £aglaud  to  the  East,  including  the  Mrvice  to  Aastralia,  but  aot  to 
Bombay,  atmwiiita  to  109,A0O  L 

3.  The  contract  with  the  Mine  Company  for  conveying  the  maib  from  Aden  to  Bomhi^ 

i  24.700/. 

s.  Thf  entire  cost  ol'  iransmiMmm  through  Egypt  is  8,000  /.  Tiie  whole  cost  may  iben 
be  thua  atated : 

1.        -       -       -       -       -  £.199,600 

S.       .....       .  24,700 

8.       -       •       -       -       •       •  8>000 


Total  Cost  ►  -  -  £.2:v',ni)f) 


Ii  appears  to  my  Loids  tliat  «■  is  cxtreiuely  desirable  to  reduce  to  a  clear  and  simple 
form  the  reliitroni»  of  the  Home  Government  «nd  tiiat  of  India,  in  respect  to  thi'>  t  xpendi* 

tiiu-,  and  folioviiig  are  t'.i.-  prin  v.hu  ]i  my  Lords  axe  of  opinion  may  he  adopted* 
with  H  V  t'W  riiiiitably  to  deiirit:  ilsoatj  lii.iti  un  : 

1.  1  iie  whole  cost  luay  be  lutid  t  l>tt  inf.urteu  witii  a  view  lo  the  commercial  and  political 
fdations  of  this  covntry  with  India  chiefly,  but  also  to  a  eonsiderahle  extent  with  China 

and  Au'^tralia. 

2.  So  far  a»  the  cnmmercial  rolalions  between  this  country  and  India  are  concerned,  my 
Lords  arc  of  ojjinlon  ;hai  each  counhy  !s  equally  interested,  and  therefore  the  Revenues 
of  £ngl«nd  and  India  may  fairly  be  called  upon  to  contribute  equally  to  any  exp«uditure, 
the  objeci  of  which  is  to  encourage  such  commerdal  intercourse. 

So  f.ir  ns  political  coiisidcratiuiis  are  illv<^lv.  d,  il  a|jpi'ar8  to  my  Lords,  udvoiiinii  fi'  the 
princiiile  upuu  which  tlie  Indian  Govcrnmi  nt  i.s  conducted,  in  telutiou  to  hnuucial  matti  rs, 
that  the  whole  cost  on  thin  <  on8idcr:iti>ui  ^hoidd  l)e  defr  yed  from  Indian  licveiioe. 

3.  In  re-pect  to  the  cost  of  this  s<  I  vice,  Bo  far  a-  China  is  eoncemed,  ih"  proportions 
which  should  he  assis:ned  to  the  iwo  Revenues  respectively,  appear  to  tny  Lords  to  be 
equal  tn<jieties  to  oach.  In  lite  first  plaec,  the  comtntrce  betwe<^n  jBngland  and  China,  and 
between  India  and  China,  mav  be  said  to  be  ahou*  equal;  and,  in  the  sreond  place,  ss  the 
esiahUshment  of  a  British  Colony  and  Consular  Agents  m  China  have  for  their  only  object 
the  proiectio:i  and  f'x(<  nsion  f  (  •iiinH-rcc,  the  piiliiicai  intereet  may  also 'be  said  to  be 
equal  to  the  British  nud  India ti  Guvemmcuts. 

4.  jSo  far  as  Australia  is  concerned,  the  interests  of  England,  commercially  considered, 
p^reatly  prepondeia'e  over  tlio-t  (  f  India,  and  political  interest  nmv  bf>  ':ui  1  to  be  'ntir  ly 
Biitiish;  but  this  biaucti  ol  the  dc  vice  in  ^mnl]  contpaied  witli  the  others,  and  e^pecialiy  wiih 
that  of  India. 

6.  In  the  whole,  titen,  my  Lords  are  of  opinion  that  a  fair  arrangement  between  the 
Revenues  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  those  of  India  will  be,  that  any  lose 

the^e  servict  •  ■^hali  be  borne  in  equal  n  oietit  s  by  each. 

Q.  In  order  tu  reduee  services  S4i  complex  into  ihc  greatest  simplicity,  my  Lords  are  of 
opinitm  that  it  will  he  desirable,  that  the  Bniish  Government  should  pay  tlie  wh<de  of  the 
ex|>en(lititre.  and  nceivc  tie  pusta^e.  includinj;  that  beh'HLi'n'j:  t  i  the  II  uie  Govern- 
ment, m  wed  as  to  the  liasi  iuJiu  Uuuij.niiy  ;  and  that  one-lialf  oi  the  loss  tlieii  ieii  sshouid 
be  paid  by  tiie  East  India  Company  to  the  Ho'>ie  Government. 

On  this  principle,  the  account  wdl  stand  as  follows  : 

J.  General  Contract  wiUi  Peninsular  and  OrientBl  Steam  Navi- 

^ation  Company  188,600 

2.  DiUo  to  Bombay  34,700 

3.  TianemiKMon  through  Egypt  (6,000^  now  paid  by  the  East 

India  Company,  and  8,000  L  by  the  Post  Oflioe)     -     -  8,000 

2J-2,;J00 

Deduct  jcceipts  of  Poet  Office,  includit^  the  letters  of  both 

Govemmento      ........  I40,87d 

£.  88,489 


My  Lords,  therelore,  propose  iliat  iu  future  all  the  costs  included  in  the  sum  of  282,300  L 
shall  be  defrayed  by  the  Home  Government,  that  the  Poet  Office  shaB  nharge  the  p  jtitage 
of  the  Indian  Goveniment  to  the  East  Indin  Compatiy,  reoeiving  the  same  into  its  Revcnoe, 
and  that  the  sum  of  48,711 1  shall  be  pa>d  by  the  Etst  India  Company  to  the  Hoae 
Gemranient  aa  a  rooiety  of  tiie  net  loes. 

I  have.  See. 

The  Postmaster  General,  (eigaed)  Jinm 

fce.     &C.  fte. 
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[&f  Qucation  264.] 
FBENCH  MAIL  STEAM  SHiP& 

COHPAAHIB  SXfl  SbrVIGBS  MaKITIHBS  DEB  S^SSAaEStU  l3CP£ElAL&i. 

Handbook  of  Jnformatkm. 
Overland  Houte  to  India,  Cbina,  Japan,  Beunion,  and  Maurittiu. 


Tigre 

ImpcratriM 
DoDnal 
Cambodg^ 
Al  phee 


buSm  Oetm  Liim. 


Hon»  Power.  { 

Hone  P« 

•      -     wraw  500 

La  Bourdonmis 

iMrew  280 

tf  600 

Mcinam  - 

• 

„  280 

-       •         „  600 

Diiplfix  - 

«  280 

„  fiOO 

Eniirne 

„  200 

-       -        »  400 

Maxambiqoft 

200 

-      -       *  400 

Capitolle  •  - 

• 

•    paddl*  m 

Gui*'nnc  - 
NaraiTe  • 

Eatnmnditw 


Atiantie  Laua. 
Hone  Powv. 


» 


600 
dOO 
«00 


Carmal  • 
Periolev  - 


piddle  870 
ISO 


Ameriqne 

Pelaw 

Mocrie 

Said 

Danube 

Cydnw 

Nnra 

Phaac 

Euphrato 

Indus 

Gang* 

Godavwy 

m  - 

Aretliuse 
Bor}°Bthena 


Tauiue 
Qjde 


Hofw  Pmrcr. 
400 

400 

400 
400 
870 
870 
870 
370 
860 
830 
800 
300 
S80 
380 
280 
250 

'J  10 

240 

s«o 

S40 
200 
200 
800 


Horse  Powar 

Copcrnic  • 

* 

800 

Cheliff  - 

i» 

180 

Mitidja 

»> 

ISO 

Delta 

>» 

160 

Mniii  • 

.  paddle 

370 

Thabor  - 

870 

Paiuilippe 

830 

Quirinal  - 

•  J* 

«90 

Aunis 

•         ■  » 

850 

.'^aintoni^ 

260 

Cairo 

220 

*  >«iiri8 

230 

VntioMi  - 

* 

800 

Oroais 

'      •  n 

IbO 

'       "  n 

180 

lio/'plioro  • 

180 

)5iilkan  - 

•       "  » 

160 

TuuruB 

100 

Ricn 

w 

Kabyle  • 

Chi 

BTmn, 

aorew 

980 

OuaU 

»» 

980 

MaialMMit- 

980 

Tibre 


Building, 

Hon*  P«w«r. 

890  Eridan 
980 


tCaiia  PawaVa 
890 


0.4a. 
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INDIA,  CHINA,  JAPAN,  AND  MAURITIUS  LINES. 
Maneilk$  to  Bong  Kong, 


DATES. 


8TAV10MS. 


A  rriTkl.  Departarc. 


Saei  - 

Aden  -  -  - 
Pointxle-Galto  - 

Saigon 
HoQg  KoBg 
Saigon 
Singapore  • 


21 
25 


3 
13 
20 
24 
29 
2J? 

3 
10 
21 
87 


S 
9 


19  —  Sp.m 
21  —  — 


27  —  — 

3  -  — 

14  —  — 

21  —  _ 
25  —  — 
25  — 2p.ni 
30  —  — 

12  —  — 

22  —  — 


»  

3  ~  — 


Foint-d»-Gtxlle  to  Calcutta. 


STA  TIO  N& 


Madna 

PoiiididieiTj 


D  ATS8. 


Arrival.  Departure. 


M  — 

16  — 

to  — 

6  —  ; 

10  —  I 


la^ 

16  — 
3  — « 


STATIONS. 


Hfl 


DATES. 


AtrivaL  SapMtuc. 


n  30- 
4  .     SO  —  B 
25  - 


Skaaghtu  to  Japan. 


STATIOftS. 


ShanghM- 


DATB& 
tutML  j  DUfWim. 


5  —  6  ajB. 


10  ~  i  13— CpA. 


13  — 


^ngapart  to  Bmtaiuia^ 

DATES. 


STATIONS. 


L. 


(   Arrival.  Departure. 


Siagipon' 


34 
3 


31 

23M.3ltt 


I 


Marseilles  to  Reunion  and  Mauritius. 

j  DATES. 

STATION  B. 


AitinL 

MuMilln  .... 

» 

9  — 3p«. 

Mtssina  -       •      -      .  - 

11  — 

11  —  — 

Alexandria      »      -      -  - 

15  — 

n 

17  —ipm. 

Aden      -      -      .      .  . 

23  — 

23  —  — 

Mah«  (Scydiellas)  • 

ao  — 

30  —  — 

Sfint.  Denis  (UeonioB)     .  . 

5  —  — 

Ptnt-LaobCMMiiliM)  • 

13  —  pm. 

^sint-Denii  (R^niiioii) 

19    -  ' 

19  —  — 

Mob^  (SejdMlka)  • 

24  —  ; 

24  —  — 

A4m  ..... 

1  —  • 

Suez  ..... 

1  - 

Aieimadrk  .... 

n 

9  —  — 

XchIm  

13  — 

13—  — 

IB  —  j 

The  following  datoi  aie  ftpiinxxiiuate  only,  except  those  relating  to  Marstilles,  Ilong 
Kon|^  Gdcatta,  Manrifilli,  ^ftvia,  Shnnghae,  and  Yokobaai8,  at  all  other  ports  the  dates 
of  dopottnie  do|i6nd  on  tbose  of  aniTaL 


iNrOBMATlON  FOB  THE  C8£  OR  PamENOBRS. 

India,  Ckiaat  and  Japam  Lkm. 

TiiK  Company's  steatuers  leave  Manieillcs  on  the  19Ui  of  every  month  ttSpjn.,  and 
after  staying  a  few  hours  at  Messina,  arrive  at  Alexandria,  generallj,  on  the  Sfith,  the 

official  date  being  early  on  the  26th. 

See  vegvlationa  for  die  treneit  through  pt. 

At 
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At  So<*2  one  of  tlie  Company's  steamers  will  receive  jjasscagers,  and,  as  the  passage  up       App.  N*»8.'  ^ 
the  Meditefninean  and  the  transit  may  permit,  will  leave  on  the  26th  or  27th,  touching  at 
Ad«n  «■  TOKttt  and.  anive  »t  Poiat  de  Galle  on  the  llth  or  isth  of  tka  following  Baoiitb, 
acoording  to  the  depertoie  fifom  Swx,  die  length  of  the  month,  or  the  iveather. 

At  Pt)int  de  Galle  another  st.  amf  r  fjclongiiig  to  the  Company  will  await  pasaeiiLjers  for 
India,  and  sail  a  few  hours  after  the  arrival  of  the  steamer  from  Suez,  calling  at  Pondicherry 
and  Madrat  en  route  to  Gakutta. 

Tiic  steamer  nnivinsi  from  Suez  will  cDnlinun  ihv.  vcjyarje  to  Singapore,  arrivinc  there  oa 
the  IBth  to  20th;  Saigon  23rd  to  24t]i ;  aiwl  lluug  Koiig,  port  of  destination,  on  the 
«8th  to  20th. 

Passengers  for  Sbanghae  will  embark  at  Hon|  Konjg;  on  another  of  the  Com)^&ny's 
steamers,  due  there  on  the  24th,  and  proceed  to  their  dratioation  shortly  after.  The  jiassage 
between  those  two  ports  is  (jsuully  iuikIl'  in  fi)u:'  day-. 

Passeugers  for  Batavia  are  conveyed  by  another  of  the  Coniyjany's  tiieamerR,  leaving 
Sin^pore  for  Batavia  about  ei<;ht  hours  after  the  arrival  of  the  ^tcanin  ironi  Suez. 

Tlie  steamer  going  from  Hone  Kon^  to  Shangb'p,  loaves  Hong  Kong  only  af  cr  tlic 
arrival  ot  steamer  coming  from  Suez;  the  sieumcr  ^oini^  from  Sbaiighac  and  Yokohama, 
leaves  Shanghae  only  after  the  arrival  of  tlie  steamer  coming  from  Hong  Koa^. 

On  the  homeward  voyage  the  dates  of  arriTais  and  deuatlures  are  as  follows : 

Leave  Yokohama  on  the  13lh,  arrive  at  Shnn^iae  on  the  18th. 

Leave  Sluuighao  on  the  21st,  ariivc  at  Hont:  Kong  on  I'le  24tli. 

Leave  Hong  Kon^  on  the  '26th,  airive  at  Baigoa  on  the  30Ui. 

Leave  Saigon  on  the  30di  or  1st,  arrive  on  the  Srd  at  Singapore;  one  finds  flie  steamer 

departed  from  Bntavia  on  the  29th  of  the  las?t  month. 

Leaving  the  same  day  for,  and  arriving  at  Point  de  Galle  mi  the  loth,  where  tlif  steamer 
of  the  3rd  from  Calcntta,  after  touching  at  Madras  and  immediate  Pondicheiry,  ia  doe  on 

the  9th  or  loili. 

Thv  stt;auier  from  Singapore,  after  a  few  hours'  stay  at  Galle,  will  proceed  on  to  the  Bed  ' 
Sea,  calling  at  Aden  to  coal,  and  arrive  ai  Suez  on  the  iitli  to  :z7tli. 

It  should  be  observed  that  the  onlv  fixed  dates  are  itiose  of  sailing  from  Sbanghae,  Hong 
Kong.  Calcutta,  and  Batavia;  the  dales  of  calliBg  at  intermediate  stations  are  dependent 

on  the  weather,  etc. 

During  the  months  of  April,  May,  June,  Julv,  August,  and  September,  the  departures 
front  Yokohama,  Slmnghae,  and  Hong  Kong,  will  be  -advanced  two  da^  nnlesii  the  siated 
duration  of  stoppa'jrc  would  be  expired.  In  case  of  delay  in  the  arriving  at  Shaiighae, 
Hong  Kong,  and  Point  de  Galle  on  tlie  return  voyage  from  Yokohama,  Shanghae  and 
Calcutta,  the  greatest  stoppage  will  be  of  three  days  after  the  stated  date  of  de[)arliire. 

The  timasit  through  Egypt  is  unifofmly  airanged  for  the  outward  and  for  the  homeward 
journey. 

One  of  tlie  Company's  steamers  will  await  the  homeward  passengers  at  Alexandria,  nnd 
leave  there  on  the  27th  to  2iith,  arriving  at  Marseilles  after  touching  at  Messina,  on  the 
ird  to  6th  of  the  month. 


Mamritau  and  Bitmioa,  Lou, 

The  Company's  steamers  leave  Marseilles  on  the  8th  of  every  mcmth  ai  2  p.m.,  and  aflor 
itaying  a  few  boars  at  Messina^  arrive  at  Alexandria  generally  on  the  15tb,  the  official  date 
being  eorly  on  the  16di. 

SiP  regulations  for  traiwit  through  Egy;  . 

At  Suez,  another  of  tiie  Company's  steamers  awaits  the  passengers,  leaving  generally  on 
the  17th.  VtttB  BlMmer  ealls  at  Aden,  and  at  Mah£  (B^ehellee),  eioept  in  June,  Jaly,  and 

August 

From  Seychelles  this  steamer  proceeds  oa  iier  voyage  tu  Reunion,  arriving  there  on  about 
the  6tb,  ana  at  Mauritius  ou  the  following  day. 

On  the  homeward  voyage,  the  steamer  leaves  Mauritius  on  the  I8th  at  4  p.m.,  calls  at 
Rfonion  on  the  IBdi,  and  on  the  same  day  proceeds  on  her  voyage,  calling  at  Seycheltee 
and  Aden,  and  arriving  at  Suez  mi  uL  nt  the  7lh. 

The  Uransit  through  Egypt  is  uniforudy  arranged  for  the  outward  and  the  homeward 
journey. 

Another  of  the  Company's  steamers  rcrr-ive«  the  homeward  passengers  at  Alcxanrlria,  and 
leaves  there  on  the  9th  to  llth,  arriving  at  Marseilles,  after  calling  at  Messina,  on  the 
or  lOih  of  the  month. 
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STATEMENT  <^  Votaos*  between  Suez  and  Bombt^  performed  by  the  Contract  Mail  Packets  doiug  the 
YeMB  18M  and  IftSS,  corresponding  iri&      Return,  Ko.  3,  Appendix,  Na  1«  page  S14. 
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GENERAL  SUMMARY  OF  THE  FOREGOING  STATEMENTS. 
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PAPERS  handed  in      Mr.  Bowe/l,  34  ApU  18«8.  App.  Ko.  9. 


MluUiQB  Tabls  of  the  Services  pwfbrmetl  by  the  Peninsular  and  UrienUl  CompaDV, 
under  their  ladia  and  China  Contmcts,  during  th^  Year  186£. 


CttlcuHa  and  China  JAne: 

IVmav. 

Southampton  and  Alexandria 
Marseilles  and  Alexandria  - 

Biaest.  and  Point  de  Galle     »  ■ 

46 
48 
48 

2,061 
1,478 
8,442 

141,648 
70,944 
160^16 

Total  to  and  from\ 
FointdeGdla  /  "  "  * 

877,808 

Point  de  Galle  and  Culcutta 
Bouibtty  and  Shangbai 

48 
48 

1,315 
4,743 

03,130 
227,610 

880,788 

088,844 

Bomhav  Line  t 

Soutbani|  t  rj  and  Alexandria 
VMMille»  ait  I  Akxsndtia  - 
SlHv«8d  fiMobaj  ... 

48 
48 
48 

2,0S1 
1,478 

141,048 
70,944 
148,eMI 

8Afi,848 

Total  •  •  > 

1,028,709 

Miles.  ■ 

Preaeiit  milej^e  -  i,02d,192 
Tbder  auggested  Rrrtngemeiit  •      -      •      .      •      •  1,147,800 


Additiooal  mileage  under  the  proposed  arraugcmuii  -      •      124,108  per  uaaunu 


lOtvojlges 


Sua  vaA  Shanghw 


9,401 


7,978 
Total  -  -  - 


Pro  formA  MiUSAAS  Tabu&  of  a  We«Uy  Mail  to  India,  via  Bombay,  uud  a  Fortnightly 

Jb3  te  OUim  Unmi  Smb. 

AeRa  Liner 

8outhaanpton  :cnd  Alflamndot  ..•..< 
Marseines  and  AlesamWa  ...... 

■8w8  mo4  Bombay  ^ 


Miles. 

2,951 
1,478 


768,704 


87B,1M 


1,147,800 


Pro MitE AGE  Table  of  a  Wcplcly  Mail  fo  India,       Bombay,  and  a  Weakly 
MaU  to  Chiiuiy  tud  Bombay  and  Calcutta  alternately. 

Seutbamptoni 

and      Und  Bombay,  104  voyagw  


Bombay  and  Sbanglial 


Galcatta  and  Sbangbat 


4>S 


4.742 
8,887 


Total 


MUet. 
709,704 


448,700 


1,318,41^ 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


App.  Vo.  9.     Swnaaan  show: 


ifT  suowins  the  Rate  of  Pi 
Ofientel  olaam  Company, 


pe  Monfiv  per  Mile  bj  tbe  Steamers  of  the  Peniiualur  and 
[udiDg  Knt  CIbm  mtuallii^  vnaea,  SjplAtt,  fee. 


Sovtliamptao  to  Alexumlna 
Dhto  •   •  Bombay 
Ditto  •    -  Cklcntia 

•  Hong  Kng 
-  Sydiwy- 


«r  ^Mbto  im  If  BriliA  ami  Noflfa  AoMriBiB  BmI 


Pawtge. 

Miltt. 

£. 

a.701 

90 

5,837 

85 

7.722 

95 

<J.43S 

120 

13^31 

190 

Milag*  Bate 


<1. 

2i  and  fraction  orrr,  (^]. 
3|  Slid  frictioa  Dader,  (|,-). 
S   and  fnenoo  niMicr,  (1^). 


fnni  Linipotl  m  Km*  Tail^  tflU  1 


,Ml.i 


Satb*  of  FlMnge  Money. 


j 

FROM  MARSEUXES  TO       .      .      .  < 

1 

J 
< 

>. 
1 

E 
0 

CP 

a 
a" 

i 

1 

s 

■S 

u 

1 

1 

OtnUemeo  or  ladin  tnTvlline  ( 

laafnanlcatta      -  -I. 

M«M  eoralM  MMqyIV  a  re./ 
anfadadbin      •  . 

OtQdren  with  parcoMtS  |ilMt  aod  j 
uider  1 0,  each    .  . 

Om  child  aadcr  3  jmn,  m  bcrtbi 
pvoridad    ~     —     "     ■  ^ 

Per  Peninsular  and  OimmIiIGm* 

pany'i  ^tmnem. 
Pel  MoMgcriea  Stmmen 

PifT  Pf nimttlar  «nd  Orieotal  Com* 

Pt^r  •MtMi.'iiigcrie*  Strainer*  • 
Per  Prninnilar  aod  OrMDMlGiMr- 

pany'a  Stcamm. 
Per  Meaxai^riFH  Steamer* 
Per  Peninxtlsr  aadOrurntal  Coni- 

paay't  Stcamiia. 
Per  Mcn^niea  StHinaa  • 

1  P^r  Peninsular  aadOriMMlOoB. 

1      pan}''.  Siramria. 
p.:r  .Mi'«s.u'uii«  Strnmfn 

£. 
50 

50 
170 

170 
85 

35 
free 

hm 

») 

£. 

»o 

0 
210 

0 
40 

0 
free 

0 
48 

0 

£. 
HO 

80 

ulo 

210 
40 

40 

hm 

48 

48 

£. 
85 

»A 
HW 

230 
43 

43 

free 

free 
60 

50 

£. 

90 

240 

240 
46 

45 

free 

free 
bi 

M 

£. 

90 

0 
240 

0 
43 

0 
free 

0 
AS 

0 

•i 

9i5 
260 

360 
4S 

48 

fro 

Ah 
« 

55 

FROHMARI 

iEILLBS  TO       •      .     .  i 

as 
c 
0 
S 

"i 

« 
M 
% 

i 

a 

>• 

8 

a 

JS 

u 

jr 

i 

•a 
•c 

1 

4 

Otndameii  or            travelling  j" 
nagly,  aod  occupying  oat  berths 
Bagmnlcabia       •  •I 

VuiM  erapkt  oeenpyinf  a  m>J 
nrrad  cabin  - 

GUUnq  wilkpaiwtKSjmnd, 
vahrUk«Hb    -      .  - 

Oiw  cUM  noder  3  pat»t  BO  b«rtb 
jiwidai    «      •      -  • 

IvgfMtt  imiBla  •     •  ■< 

1 

l*er  Penioaalar  and  Orienlil  Com- 
1      pany*a  Sttainrm. 
'  Per  l\f«i«iigerje*  Steamcn 
}>or  IVnin'ular  aod  OriiBtdOia- 
fmay  'a  Sleamen. 
■  Per  Sf««agerie»  SleanKn 
Per  Paoin.uliir  aod  Oriental  Com' 

paoy'i  Stcamoi. 
pgr  Mewageriea  StCWMW  • 

Per  PenioaukraaAOriaiiiilOHa- 
PvkLHgiiiN  attmn 
Far  PmiMdltf  adl  Oiiwlil  Ooi^ 

Fat  lltiMKirlii  fll—w 

£. 
116 

115 
290 

2!>n 

68 
ftw 

free 
63 

63 

125 

lU 

320 

3  JO 
C3 

63 
ftaa 

fro« 

73 

73 

£. 
Li5 

154 

360 

3S4 
73 

77 
fiaa 

fre* 

83 

93 

£. 
76 

0 

190 

0 

3S 
0 

free 

0 

43 

0 

£. 

80 

80 
210 

SIO 
40 

40 
hm 

hm 
46 

66 

4: 
lift 

0 

390 

0 
M 

0 

0 
7S 

9 

Matke^l  thu»  0  sijaifies  tliAv  tiitrt;  u  no  coiuraunication. 


Rsrusn  of  tbe  Number  of  First  Ciaas  Passengers  conveyed  k>  and  from  ladia  aod  China  bj  tha 
Staam  Ship«  of  dto  Peninsular  and  Orieatal  Company  during  the  Year  IMS»  diMingilishiag 
Offieen  of  tbe  Army  and  Navjr  and  Gofaromeiit  Official  from  other  Passengers. 


OOTWARD& 

BOMBtPAIlDfl. 

"8  rf. 

11. 

i 

C 

—  •* 

•»  £ 

^^ 

5  5 
T  1 

d 
K 

la 

J 
< 

e  E 

3 

_.  s 

^  e 

•5 

J 

2 

0  4 

0  -s 

C  a, 

U 

0 
t- 

0 

*M 

•4B 

•u 

1 3,696 

t64 

3.891 

•23 

•48 

•13 

1 3.019 

t3&9 

%Ma 

*  Tbe  pSNagft  for  tbcM  offiocr*  mtt*  ordered  aod  pitd  for  iqp  tha  QovsmMatM  As  On|SM'. 

t  Th«a  fMMsgR*  paid  tbeir  paeaage  ntoD«y  direct  to  th«  Ginpaajr*  Int  <hB  aaabv  MUhh  isdadis  M^iSBgi^  MSft 
sad  siwi  mmata  nhsmsiwd  aa  altowa  fw  tbs  flBf  iiBSMnt, 


Digitized  by  Google 
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AvtB40a  PBBVOUf  ANCES  of  the  Cunard  Mail  Steamers  for  1 850,  1  Rno,  tod  1861,  w  Bhown 
by  ft  PuIiamenUiy  R«tum,  dated  Slat  March  1882. 

Since  the  steameat  liftve  CftUed  at  Qneenatomi,  dia  paMBges  an  taken  between  tbat  port 
and  Anenca  only* 

1  8  3  9. 


M  Voyages,  Liverpool  to  New  Yofk.. 

8,013  Bailee  x  38  -  78^13 


8,115  boure. 
9  k.  ftftne. 


Distanoe 

Distance 


Total  tine  ..... 
AveMgeepeed  .... 

1860. 

<  Voyagee,  Liveipool  to  New  York. 
.      -      -      -      -      3,012  railps  X   6  ss  18,072  miJee. 

ao  Voyages,  Qaeenstown  to  New  York. 
.       -       -       -       -       2,780  miles  x  'iO  =  55,600     „  ' 


Total 


Dhtaaoe 


Total  time    -----      7,317  ht.urs. 
Average  speed      -      -      -       -       10  k.  j  I'ru. 

1  8  (i  1. 

25  Voyages,  Quetrui^town  to  New  York, 
(one  abort,  broke  down.) 

.  3,780  miles  x  SS  s  69,800  uaee. 


fi,?.')!  hour*. 

10  k.  2  frns.  (full.) 


Tola!  tine  

Avenge  apead  .... 

186  9. 

26  Voyagea,  New  York  tu  Liverpool. 
Distaoce        -       •  .       .       a,012  miles  x  -20  —  78,3l:i  iiules. 


Total  time  > 
Average  speed 


0,863  fioura. 
11  k.  3  fnia. 


Diatance 
Diatance 


186  0. 

8  Voyages,  Near  York  to  LiverpapL 

.      .      3,013 nilea  X  -8  »  94,096 

18  Voyages,  New  Yot^  to  Qaeenstown. 
-      -      •      -      2,780  wttes  x  18  s  60,040  „ 


To«AL  -  -  - 


74,136  „ 


6,581  koara. 
11  k.S  froa. 


Distance 


Totattine  ..... 
Avenge  apeod  .... 

1861. 

20  Voyages,  New  York  to  Qucenstown. 

-      •>       -       2,780  miles  x  26  s  72,280  miles.  • 


Total  time  - 
Average  speed 


6,483  boon, 
11  k.  1  fim. 


Total  Milea. 

Total  Hows. 

Avenge  Speed 

Ont  ISM,  I860,  and  1861  ... 

221^ 

23,186 

k.  fnu, 
10  0 

Axme  t%       n             n         .      .  - 

234,728 

19,J)27 

11  2 

Gjukd  Total  -  >  - 

44(5,212 

42,113 

Ap9.  )f  o.  9, 


ftAL 


Avenge  speed  of  the  whole,  lo  k.  6  .fnu. 
4a8 


Digitized  by  Google 


22  YoyageB,  Liverpool  to  Botton. 

•      •      •  niUw  X  28  «•  M,260  iiiit«i. 

4  iropgOy  QaeoMtoini  to  Boston. 

^49  mUm  X  4  »  nVBM  « 

ToTAt  •  .  .  M 


Total  time 
Avoiage  tpeed 


8,162  hours. 
Oknota. 


1860. 


27  Voyages,  Qucenstown  (o  Bo?{on. 
-----       2,64y  miles  X  27  =  71,528. 


Total  time 
Average  speed 


7,876  hours. 
9  k.  1  fin. 


Cistauce 


186  1. 

20  Voyages,  QueeDstown  to  Boston. 

-      -      -      2,049  miles  X  26  =  66,874  nilei. 


Tolal  tsme 
AToragc  speed' 


"7,244  hours. 
9  k.  4  fms. 


Uistauce 
Diitanoe 


185  9. 

23  Voyages,  Bofton  to  Liverpool. 

-  *  -  2,875  iiiilep  X  2S  =  66,126  mjklh 
8  Voyages,  Boston  to  Queenstown. 

2,649  miles  x    8  =    7,C47  „ 

Total 


Total  time 
Avenge  speed  • 


-   -   -    74,072  „ 

6,892  hours. 
10  k.  6  fra& 


Distance 


1860. 

M  VojagM,  Boston  to  Queenstown. 

-  2,649  miles  X  26  m  ff6,874  nikt. 


Distance 


"Total  time  e.g^g  i^onn. 

Averagegpeed  10k.4<h». 

99  Vojragei,  Boston  to  Qucciistowo. 

-      -      •      2,449  miles  x  2ff  »  46,874  mi 

Total  tine               .       .       .  e,678h<Iir 
Average  speed  10  k.  3  &m. 


Out,' 1669,  1860,  1861 
Home  MM  M 


GlABD  !BaCAL.  •   -  - 


Total  Milea. 

214,248 
211,820 


426,063 


Total  How*. 

33,272 
20,118 


43,388 


4vmgc  Speed. 


»  9 
10  4 


Ayeragespsedoetlie  whole      ....  »k.7<h». 
Wote^In  all  «taes  the  staj  at  Halifia  it^rted  from  tho  Jiow 


Digitized  by  Google 
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Rbtvbh  eadiifatting  the  Reralt  of  the  TVaoefer  of  Steam  Vends  ftooi  the  MeditemiieBn 
to  {he  Indian  SeM,  with  legevd  to  the  Coosuiifrtkm  of  Vw\  and  Speed. 


1       locreBH  in 
Ships.               Conflum|»tioiii  of  Fuel 
1        per  Mile. 

pev  Uouf • 

MoollsQ  - 

r 

Cwt  grt.  Qt. 
-  1        10  8 

K,  /. 

0     1h|  of  a  knot 

Ell»n    -  - 

1 

•  '        0     S  S6 

0     4»J  „ 

Baroda  - 

0    a  17 

0      «  =  |  „ 

Delhi 

0    »  IS 

0    e»|  „ 

New  6bi?s  added  to  the  Fleet  of  the  Pieninaular  and  Oriental  Steam  Navigation  Compeoy, 

fron  Jteomrj  IBM  to  pveeent  Date. 


Tons. 

Horse  Power. 

Tons. 

Horse  Power. 

Nepatd 

900 

Katigoott  - 

1,776 

400 

D«lta       *  . 

l,«t8 

400 

Delhi 

1,808 

40ft 

MassiUa    -      >  j 

1,64« 

400 

Syria 

1^32 

460 

Jeddo      -  • 

1,6SS 

4«0 

Corea 

000 

soo 

300 

Njaoia 

^082 

400 

Behar 

1,603 

300 

Mongolia  - 

9,706 

600 

Mooltut  - 

3,267 

400 

Qeelung 

1/^00 

260 

China 

S,010 

400 

Tanjore 

1,871 

400 

Ellora 

],6T4 

30» 

Kiphoo 

994 

MO 

Smu  -      .  . 

1,6S8 

300 

Sural 

600 

C!olumbian  • 

2,863 

600 

Avoca 

Ma4 

260 

Baroda 

40» 

Malaeca  • 

1,700 

800 

Oolconda  • 

l,90d 

400 

1,700 

800 

Poonah  • 

500 

Carnatio    -  - 

400 

SeShips  - 

48,»86 

10,190 

ToTAi.  Cee^  sax  *  -  -  /.3«144«000. 


4  b4 


Digitized  by  Google 


Memokaxua  of  Mails  convoyed  from  SonliiKmptoii  during  the  year  1864. 


IB64S 


F«bfmi7 


4 

12 


SHIP. 


Pera 


•20  Ripon 


Mawh 


April 


June- 


November 


DooeinlMf 


87 

4 
12 
20 
27 

4 
13 

00 
27 

4 
12 
80 
27 

4 
12 
SO 
27 

4 

12 
SO 

a? 

4 

12 
20 
97 

4 
IS 
SO 
97 

4 

12 
SO 
87 

4 
12 
80 
27 

4 
12 
20 
27 

4 

18 

20 
27 


I 


Poonah 

C.vlon 
Eliom 
Pcra 
Delbi 

Ripon 
Syria 
Baroda 
Ellora 

Ceylon 
Delta 
Delhi 
Poonah 

Syria 
Baroda 
Cejrlon 
Ellora 

Delta 
Delbi 
Poonah 
Bipon 

Btrada 

Masfitia 

Ceylon 

Syria 

Poonah 
mum 

Delhi 

Massilia 
Ripon 
Poonah 
Syrk 

Baroda 
Bllora 
Ceylon 
MosaiUa 

Delta 
Syria 
Delhi 
Ripon 

MaasOiR 
Nytiaia 

Ellora 


Total 


£VilIIID6r 

OI 

x^ar.Kageg* 

WUghL 

2biir«w*.fn.lN; 

2^  ft.  in. 

1  176 

7 
f 

7 

0 

18 

1'.; 

8  9 

184 

5 

13 

1 

4 

'28  0 

1,090 

44 

18 

2 

8 

00 

14  0 

106 

4 

0 

S 

8 

10 

1  4 

190 

t 

Ifl 

16 

17 

88  4 

!38 

5 

16 

8 

8 

IS 

9  0 

1  ,1  iT.^i 

44 

0 

1 

0 

95 

1  6 

i 

10 

3 

24 

10 

82  10 

170 

# 

a 

jl 

0 

16 

SO  8 

76 

a 

16 

0 

0 

10 

80  8 

931 

68 

7 

3 

4 

63 

16  4 

67 

2 

17 

0 

0 

8 

8  0 

177 

7 

2 

12 

10 

18  6 

81 

4 

I 

0 

0 

1 

19  0 

1»117 

46 

0 

8 

20 

96 

30  8 

63 

8 

8 

0 

0 

8 

87  0 

19ij 

8 

3 

0 

4 

17 

37  2 

1  3 

18 

0 

0 

11 

-J  ij 

1,028 

42 

7 

1 

4 

80 

S2  8 

66 

8 

0 

0 

0 

0 

14  0 

lv7 

a 

o 

K 
V 

V 

A 

18 

a  6 

85 

4 

6 

0 

0 

12 

1  8 

938 

38 

18 

1 

12 

8S 

87  8 

W 

S 

18 

0 

0 

8 

8  8 

IW 

# 

A 

w 

fi4 

10 

tS  8 

76 

8 

16 

0 

0 

10 

30  8 

086 

40 

IS 

0 

10 

87 

4  4 

01 

8 

1 

0 

0 

8 

80  8 

801 

g 

g 

V 

18 

20  4 

86 

4 

6 

0 

0 

IS 

1  8 

1,028 

48 

7 

1 

84 

00 

84  10 

97 

8 

7 

0 

0 

0 

18  0 

177 

7 

9 

1 

g 

16 

27  2 

80 

4 

0 

0 

0 

11 

13  4 

1,002 

41 

6 

0 

IS 

88 

88  10 

60 

8 

0 

0 

0 

0 

14  0 

MS 

8 

8 

3 

4 

18 

21  8 

DJ 

4 

4 

0 

0 

11 

86  0 

1|036 

42 

14 

0 

24 

01 

86  0 

06 

8 

0 

0 

0 

9 

14  0 

104 

8 

s 

s 

8 

17 

88  0 

03 

4 

18 

0 

0 

IS 

7  0 

9m 

39 

18 

2 

20 

86 

3  10 

61 

3 

1 

0 

0 

8 

2d  0 

160 

6 

0 

0 

IS 

14 

30  0 

88 

4 

8 

0 

0 

19 

18  8 

1,016 

42 

2 

0 

30 

91 

16  6 

60 

8 

8 

0 

0 

0 

14  0 

10,558 

fiS9 

14 

9 

14  1 

1,539 

m  9 
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^p.  No.  <).  / 

KuuMumMk  of  Uflib  cimvqrml  ftom  Soutfunapton  dnnng  lihe  Yetr  186ff. 


Date. 

C  ITT  !> 

dumber 

OI 

Fta&ageii 

1 

Weight  ] 

Mea-sureznent 

1805: 

Tons  cp't. 

lbs. 

Turn 

ft.  in. 

Jaanarr  • 

4 

Delhi  .... 

189 

8 

2 

u 

3-2 

Syria     .       .       «  . 

93 

4 

13 

0 

0 

13 

7  0 

20 

Poonah  -      -      -  - 

1,098 

46 

11 

3 

8 

99 

0  0 

!£7 

Ripoa  «     «     .  • 

78 

S 

18 

A 
If 

A 

IV 

19  B 

4 

Pe™  - 

191 

8 

8 

* 

o 

IS 

IB 

99  V 

12 

Massalla       •      .  . 

8fi 

4 

5 

0 

0 

12 

1  8 

SO 

Deltt  .... 

050 

39 

8 

3 

20 

8fi 

29  0 

S7 

lHjtam  .... 

67 

6 

7 

0 

0 

9 

19  6 

 1- 

juidi 

4 

Ellora  .      -      •  . 

169 

6 

4 

S 

84 

10 

A*  A 

Sv  0 

IS 

Enxine  •      •    '  •  « 

00 

4 

10 

0 

0 

13 

60  0 

M 

Ceylon  »      .      •  • 

996 

41 

7 

1 

20 

96 

86  8 

S7 

FMoab  -     •     .  • 

66 

8 

6 

A 

Q 

0 

v 

9  A  A 

14  0 

4 

Delhi    .      •      -  . 

166 

7 

18 

a 
O 

18 

7  8 

13 

Kipon   .      •      •  • 

98 

4 

18 

0 

0 

18 

7  0 

M 

Pera     -      -      -  - 

1,049 

48 

10 

0 

8 

04 

18  4 

jif^nmiwi       «     *  * 

76 

8 

18 

n 
V 

A 

lU 

19  9 

Way  • 

4 

Nyarua  .... 

SOS 

8 

12 

o 
o 

I  fJ 

^A 

10 

31  6 

12 

Deita  .... 

98 

4 

18 

0 

0 

18 

7  0 

30 

STria    .      >      «  • 

1,161 

47 

16 

2 

10 

103 

32  0 

iMUll  .... 

70 

8 

10 

n 

V 

A 
V 

n 
V 

av  9 

_ 

Ellora  .... 

183 

7 

16 

a 
o 

17 

30  4 

12 

Ceylon  .... 
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  CONVENTION. 

Mandons  ct  orHonnons  que  le«  preflentes,  revt'tuc-'i  du  sceau  de  T^tat  et  iiui^reesaii 
Bulletin  de»  lois,  •oieut  adreittto  any  coon,  «ux  tribunaux  et  mux  aatorit^  adtoiniatratives, 
pour  qu'ils  les  iDKiTTcnt  anr  iMin  w0»tn»,  lea  obaerrant  et  lea  faaaent  obacmr,  et  notre 
nVinistru  bccrgtatre  d'etat  W  d^parlcneat  de  1«  juatiee  eal  chai^^  d'en  eurvMllor  la  pub- 
lication. 

Paie  au  Palais  dea  Tutleriea,  le  S  JaUlet  1861. 

Sign^  Ni'poU'm. 

Vu  et  NCfllt''  du  'jrand  scenu  :  Viv  rEuipereur: 

Lti  Garde  des  geeaux,  Miiiititre  \       \  Le  Miuistre  d'Eltii, 

Sto^taire  d'^at  an  I>6pafteineiit  d#  It  Juatiee^  '  j8jgp6  A,  fVakie^ 


Cbxven/ton  enire  le  Ministre  des  Finances  tt  la  Compnjnie  des  Services  MarUxmea  deg 
Me$sagerU$  Itf^Male*,  pour  ttxeculiM  du  Service  I*o>tal  d§  Ciiido^faM. 

Bnfie  Son  Excellence  1c  ministre  dea  finances  et  \ii  conipagnic  des  MrticeamHritimes  des. 
tnessagerieB  imp6iialea,  repr^sent^  par  M.  Annand  tiehic,  pre^ndant  da  coofeil  d'admini^ 
tratioD,  dumeni  autoris6  par  le  deliberation  de  oe  eonaeit^  en  data  dii  21  llan  1881. 

II a  ^1^  oonteira oe  qui  mit: 

An.  1*'.      compaj^ie  des  Mrvieea  maritimes  de  messagerirs  imp^rialea,  apr^s  aruir  pria 

COlinaissance  du  (.'aluer  des  cliari:;' s  aiincx^  h  la  pr6?cnte  convention. 

S'engaged  desservir  pendant  vingt-^uateantleH  lignes  [>ostales  d'lndu-Cbins,  conf<ino6- 
ment  anx  dausea  et  ocMaditioos  du  cahier  dea  charges  pr£eit£  et  ^  celles  ci'desj^ous,  et  ce» 
nioyennant  le  pajpemeiil  d'lUM  enbveiitioQ  annudie  moyenne  de  six  niUiona  de  francs 

Son  Ezoellence  le  mintBtre  de»  finances  accepte,  an  nom  de  Tfetat,  reng^gemedtoonlrai^ 
par  la  conipagnie  et  lui  garantit  le  payement  de  la  subventioli  stipul^e  ci-dessus. 

2.  Pour  constitaer  rannuit£>  moyenne  de  aiz  milliona  de  fiance,  laquotit^  de  la  subveation 
afGSranie  &  ebacone  des  vingt-quaire  annftea  de  conoeaaioD  eat  fisi6  ainai  qo^l  aitit: 

Pendant  les  trois  premieres  annto       *  >      »  TtfOO|000'. 

Pendant  Irs  iroia  anuses  suivantes         -■       -       »,      -       ,  7,000,000 

Pendant  ies  troia  atm^ea  auivantea        •       ..     -      •      «■  6,600,000 

Pendant  lea  trois  awfiea  stUTanlat       ^      .  •  -  6,00(),uoo 

Pendant  lea  aix  anniea  auitaatea  .,..->  (,5oo,ooo 

Pendant  lea  alx  dnrSkm  aniiiea  •  -      *  1^,000,000      '  '- 

PotiF  mdemniaer  la  eompegnie  dea  frata  d'envoi  dea  navirea  dans  lea  neM  de  nndo-Chhie, 

il  hil  sua  ;^lIoi!6  une  soriime  de  un  million  buit  cent  soixante  ' '  j  i  ize  uiiile  francis,  une  fois 
payee,  lepi  I'sGiitaut  trois  nioin  de  ia  subvention  annuelle  stipulce  uu  purai.' raphe  precedent, 
pour  la  premiere  p^rtoded'exploitation. 

Cttih  dllucation  sera  pny^e  :\  la  compagnie  dans  lea  six  moia  qui  anivfopt  rinaagturation 

de  la  ligiie  principale  de  Suez  a  Saigon. 

3.  Si  par  suite  de  i-irconstances  de  guerre  ou  d'ev^nements  impr^vus  ayant  un  caractdre 
general  et  ])iiblir,  le  fret  des  navires  charbonmers  ou  it;  laux  lie  I'asbur.inc*'  uiar-itune,  dam 
ka  mers  de  riiulo>Chiaet  venait  a  ^proaver  une  bausae  coaatJ^rablR  et  de  nature  k  rendre 
maaSaant  le  coocoturs  de  I'l^lat,  il  j^urriil  4tcf  alloa^  k  la  oompaj^uie  uoe  indemnity  qui 
serait  r£gl4e  pard^cte^  k  Oonseil  d^tat  entendn* 

4.  L'Etat  avancera  II  la  compaanic  une  somrco  dc  donze  millions,  payable  par  tiers  i  la 
fin  de  cbacunc  dea  trois  annces  qui  precuderont  la  date  fixee  par  Ic  cabierdea  charges  pour 
rowertnie  dea  servioes  oompleta. 

CSette  Bvance,  augment^e  des  intcr^ts  &  cinq  pour  cent  I'an,  aff<'ient«  aux  soQUnes 
vers^ea  pendant  ladite  p6iiode  pr^liminaire,  fonnera  la  dette  de  la  comjiagme  envers 

C<'ttf  dttU'.  ne  sora  pas  jsroductive  d'intnets.  TJle  sera  rpiribiiur?^i'r-  par  la  conriaL^uie  l'ii 
douze  annuitcs  de  un  million  cinquaote  mille  buit  cent  trente-trois  francs  trente-troii 
centiotes  (l,0ft0,888'98*)  chaeone,  dont  la  preinidra  sent  exigible  un  an  apr^  roaTertnie 
des  services  complcts. 

A  defaut  de  payeuient  par  la  compagnie  des  annui(6fi  6chwn^  elles  seroat  pr6ie\ties,  ^aus 
qu'il  soil  beaoin  de  niise  en  demcure,  sur  le  uioiitant  des  subventions  A  paytf  par  I'i^iat. 

lie  malarial  naval  servant  h  IVxpIoitation  des  lignes  de  Tlndo-Cbine  sera  afftct^  k  la 
garantie  de  la  dette  qui  lait  I'objet  du  present  article.  Le  ministre  dea  finances  prendia  it 
cet  eflet  les  niesures  qu'il  jugeia  oontrenables  pour  sauvegardsr  les  droits  de  I'fetafy  &  raison 
des  fouds  par  loi  verse*. 

Celte  garantie  sera  resirrinie  au  fur  et  i  mesura  et  k  proportion  des  remboonettenb 
effeotoes  par  la  coinpagnieb 

5. 
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5.  Les  contraU  de  cancOBioit  rddtifa  aux  flervicpft  postaax  de  1»  M^diterran^  #t  de  la  n^y,  ^  / 
dKtKoire,  ^  )'ezce|i(ion  des  (ipneft  u'ltidi«  et  d>'  TAl^eriu,  soni  pr<>ro^^  jusqiraii  tenne  d#            ■ . 
ift  coDcewioo  da  service  du  Bresil  faite  u  la  cunipflgnie  ea  vertude  la  loi  aul7  Juin  1867* 

Pendant  k  p€riodecle  prorogntion.  la  coni[>agnie  anra  droit  I  uiie  sabwiition  unuelb 

^gtile  h  celle  dont  elle  ;anajoui  pendiint  TaiiiKje  !87l.  r!(^duction  faile  de  l;i  purt  dc  snbven- 
tioD  afierente  aiis  purcouis  des  lignes  d'ltalie,  et  en  tenant  coiupte,  sur  led  hnnes  pasdes  par 
rartic'le  A  ci-apr^s,  des  iiiodiBcaliuns  d'iiindraire  qui  auraient  pu  £tre  introduitei  en  verta 
dudit  aiticJe.  Cette  subveuliou  eera  fixe,  saut'  les  modifications  r^sultaot  des  rciUKUiicmcnts 
d'itineruire  qui  pourraieat  avoir  lieu  ultdneuremeut,  en  vertu  de  la  facuttu  ouverte  au 
GottvemeiiMnt  pu  la  mfyae  article. 

En  consideration  de  cette  prorogation,  Ui  cutiipagnie  s'engage; 

1'  A  coniprendre  sang  augmentation  de  subventiuo,  dans  les  itin^aires  r^lementairea  k 
exploiter  jusi(|u'>iu  9  Septcinbre         one  ligne  directe  bebdomadaire  de  Marsdile  i  Naples 

par  Civit;i-\'er( Ilia : 

•  2*  A  <;t»blir  aussi,  santi  auguieutatioii  de  subvention  pendant  toute  ladur^e  da  contrat 
de  coucession  relatif  &  I'lndo-Cbine,  une  li^ne  iiieosuelle  de  Man«lle  &  Alexandfii^  «a 
tfOmaauntcation  dii-ecte  avee  les  lign«8  de  I'lndo-Chine. 

'  L«  depurtenieiit  des  finances,  sur  ia  proposition  de  la  couipagnie,  r<:glera  ritiodraire  & 
obsei  \(;rsur  cette  le^nc,  dont  I'expKiiutt  uii  d^'nteurera  d'aLlemr* BOuaiiw    tootes  lea  oblige* 

tioiis  n'sidtant  du  cahier  des  charges  ci-anuexc. 

6.  Le  Gouvernenteiit  ae  r^rre  lhcult<^  la  corapngnie  entendue,  de  aupprimer  ^  tuute 
^poque,  dans  lea  itifi^rree  dtf  ia  M^ltefTan^e'et  de  la  mer  Noire  (jcomptia  lealignei 

d'lt^lie  PI  n  rexrcption  de  Crlles  d'Al^^ciir),  fi-ux  des  servict-s  qui  ponrratent  dtre  defenm 
inutiles  tant  au  point  de  vue  pdsta)  qu'au  puiia  de  vue  commercial. 

Le  Goavernemeni  se  rCAcrve  doalement  la  faculte  d'appliqner,  la  eompagnie  entenduep 
toot  00  partie  de  la  portion  de  subvention  afiur<-nte  aux  services  rappiint^,  k  de«  puconi*  h 
accotnplir  dans  les  mdmes  mere  et  sar  d'auires  points. 

'  n  seia  tf-nu  comntc,  p'Hir  le  icmimiement  des  iiin^raires  ft  pour  lo  ri'tileuietit  des  subveii- 
tions,  du  nombre  oes  lieue&  mariuea  supprim^es  et  &  patcouiir  &  nouveau,  ainsi  que  de  la 
puissance  des  navirca  effittlifiai  Hi»nei«n  sernee  et  i  aneeter  an  noweao. 

Ponr  scrvir  de  base  k  ce  calcnl,  la  subvention  nu.ytnne  dont  la  compac^nie  est  appe!<5e  k 
jouir  ju<;qu°4  I'expiration  des  contrau  relatils  aux  tiervices  de  la  Mediierrauee  et  de  la  mer 
Noire,  est  fixce  A  et  un  francs  tiois  centimes  par  lieue  laarioe  pareounir,  eorreapondant 
i  no  €cbantillon  moyen  de  nstvires  de  deux  cent  quarante  chevaox. 

L'^bhantillon  des  navires  sur  les  lignes  isuppnmer  sera  6tabii  en  prenant  la  moyenne  des 
b'ltiiiieniK  employe's  p.ir  la  ompugme  vxt  ce*  Kgnea  pendant  lea  aix  ann^ee  qui  anrant 
pr£c£de  la  date  de  la  suppression. 

L'fehantillon  des  navires  k  employer  snr  les  lignes  k  €tablir  k  nouveau  sera  d^termfaitS 
par  le  ministre  des  finances,  la  (-onip:ignie  entendu^  en  t«Iient  compie  des  n^oessit^s  po«- 
tales  et  commerciales  du  ser\icf  k  acconiplir. 

Si  le  ministre  de^  finances  ne  jugeuit  pas  a  propoa  de  rto^leeer  Ics  pareoara-  supprlmeSf 
la  subvention  aetait  disMnu^proportioneiientont  k  ces  pareouts,etla  oompagnic  aurait droit, 
•'il  y  avait  Ireo.  k  nne  indcnmit^  qui  sera  i  eglee  sttiveiM  lea  pwc^d^  pr6vu8  A  I'artide  4A  du 
oakier  des  chei^. 

7.  A  I'expiration  de  la  doirzi^me  ann^e  (rexploitatioii  du  service  de  rrndu-Cliinf ,  et  sous 
reserve  de  ])revenir  la  compagnie,  au  moiiis  uii  an  k  I'avance,  TJIBtat  aura  droit  de  rcsilier  lea 
concessions  faites  k  la  compaunie  dans  la  M^dllemnSe,.  dans  la  mer  Noire  et  dans  les  mere 

de  rind  .-Cbine. 

Si  r^tat  ii'a  pas  us^  de  ceite  facultu  k  la  date  ci-di'$sus  indiqu^e,  la  pi«sente  cuavcntion 
sortira  son  plein  et  entier  eflkt. 

En  cas  de  r^siliatioD^J'ftntt  devrait,  aur  la  demande  de  la  eonspagnie,  reprendre  le  ma- 
teriel naval  aflect6  att-sendea.de  PIndo-Cbin(>.   II  rach^teraii,  en  outre,  le  combustible  et 

les  ap^jrovwioiineu  eiits  ilv  toute  vti\  ?ci ,  f  riiiL!;  au  itolft  ilu  Cap  pour  Tusaj^e  des  atuliers  et  de 
la  navigfitiou  de  lacompagme,  et  enbn  les  etablissenients  ^terre  sp^cialemeut  cr^es  pouree 
service. 

L'oVJigatton  de  racliat  no  •^'ii]i,  litpu  r;i  nl  au  tiiateiiel  naval,  iii  aux  6tabli!<sentcnts  ex- 
ist8bti»  ilauB  la  Med  I  term  nee  1 1  clan;*  la  mer  Noire,  tn  aux  appruvi«»ionnement«  crcus  par  la 
cbmpagnie  pour  le  lerrice  de  ces  mers. 

.  -En  cas  de  repnae  par  TEtat  dea  objeta  ^nmnirea  duns  le  present  article^  I'eatimation'  en 
sera  faitc  par  vofx  d*expertise,  snivant  les  fonnea  d^termin^  par  I'artide  45  da  caliier  dbs 

cliar<:e-^. 

La  valenr  des  navires  repns  sera  i  siimee  noa-seulement  ea  con-oid^ation  de  leur  valeoi 
intrins^uc  comme  insiraiiients  de  navigatioa,  maia  en  tenant  ooapte  de  lenf  valees  eeaune 
iiwtrtiments  d'exf^oitation  commerciale. 

Le  uior.tani  de  Texpertise  sera  paye  a  la  compagnie  dans  les  six  mois  qui  suivront  ia  re- 
fniee  p«r  i^lKt  dti  aMtMal  dei>approviBionDeme»ts  et  defr  6t>MiieeMaitai 

8.  La  Compagnie  aura  la  faculty  d'exploiter  ses  ateliers  $n  deA  dtt  Gap  et  dia  letf  niettre  k 

la  disposition,  soit  du  public,  soil  de  la  marine  de  I'f'.tat.. 

».  La  compagiiie  est  dispensee  de  I'execution  de  la  stconde  ligne  du  Bresit  et  de  la  Plata 
IfKrAnt  de  Marseille. 

Les  clauses  de  la  convei  tion  du  16  Sppternbie  1S,'7  et  da  cdlief  dea  ckKgtti  ^MMca^ 
relatives  4  cette  seconue  ligue,  sout  el  demeurent  auuulees.  •  ... 

tK4S.  4VS  Lft 
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App.  M«>  9»         La  sabvttntion  acoordee  ^  la  compagnie  parkoooventionda  leSeptembre  1857  est  r^oite 
de  la  somoM  de  dnx  miUkNM  trais  cent  qoatmHriiigMKiw  niUe  bait  ocat  fingUnit 

francs. 

10.  Lupresenle  conrenlion  et  Its  actes  qui  s'y  rapportcat  scntut  enregisUcs  au  droit  hxe 
d'm  franc 

11.  l.a  prc--ente  convention  ne  sera  valable  qu'aprc8  que  ses  stipulations  financiSiei 
auront      sanctionees  par  la  loij  et  qu'elle  aura      approuv^e  par  un  d^ret  imp^al. 

Cabier  d«8  Cbaig«*  pour  Tfixploitation  do  Seirioe  Postal  4e  llndo-Chinew 

Art.  1**.  Le  serviee  i  vxieaier  oomprand  one  ligne  prinei|wle  et  cinq  aarneet  nnmim 

indiqn^s  ci-apr^^. 

L'ltiaemirc  de  )a  ligne  principale  partaot  uue  fois  par  tnois  de  Suez,  eu  commanication 
avec  les  servioea  de  la  MeditemD^  par  Alexandria  et  abontiaaant  Sai^^  est  ftx6  idiwi 
qn'il  suit : 

Be  Suez  a  A(ieii  -      -      -      -      -      -      -  436  lieues  marines. 

D'Aden  a  roiiite-<le-Galle8  -      -      -      -      -   711  2/8 

De  Poiiile-de-Galles  a  Peoailg      -       •       «       -    404  l/^ 
De  Penang  tl  Singapore       .      -       -       «       -  127 
De  Singapon  &  SaiKOtt      .....  212  1/3 

1,891  1/!B 


(Oouze  Tovageurs  ttUer  et  retour  par  an:  parcoura  anuuel  quarante-cioq  mille  troit 
eeat  qaatm^gt-qiiatre  lieoea  marines.) 

Cinq  bcrvices  annexes  seront  dtablis  avec  les  itin6raires  suivants : 

1".  D'Aden  a  la  Ruunion  et  Maurice,  hnit  cent  vingt-oin^  lisnes  marines. 
(Dome  voyages  par  an :  [mrcours  annuel  dizHianf  mllle  hwt  cents  ii«oes  marines.) 

a*.  De  Puinie-de-Gallcs  a  Calcutta  et  Gbanderaagor,  savoir : 

De  Pointe-dc-Galles  a  Pondich^      .      •      •  168  l/S  lieues  marines. 
De  Poudicbery  k  Madras    -      ....  30 
De  Madras  it  Oalotttta  et   CShandemagor   -     -  266  2/3 

480 


(Douze  voyages  par  an  :  parcour*  annuel  dix-iieuf  millc  huit  cents  lieues  marines.} 

ii".  De  Saingapitre  u  Butavia,  cent  quatre-TiogUtrois  lieues  niarioes  un  tiers. 
(Douie  voyages  par  an :  paiconn  annnd  qnain  niUe  qnatw  csnis  lieuea  marines.) 

4".  De  SaVgon  a  Manille,  trols  f^ent  deux  lieues  marines  deux  tiers. 
(Donze  voyages  par  an:  parcours  anntiel  sept  mille  deux  cent  soixante-quatre  lieoes 
nnrines.) 

8*.  De  Saigon  ^  Shang-Hai,  savoirt 

De  Saigon  a  Hung-Kong  -      •      -       -    3U6  lieues  nwrines* 

De  UoDg-Kong  a  Shang-Uui      •      -      -    .  -   2GC  2/3 
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(Dou7.e  vovai^es  par  an  :  parcours  annud  treize  niille  sejjt  cent  vingt  lieues  marines.) 

La  distance  tk.  parcoui  ir  auiiuelletnenl  bur  la  ligue  principale  et  les  annexes  est  de  cent  on 
mille  trois  centsoixantc-huit  lieues  roarines. 

IjC  niinistre  aura  la  facultc  de  supiniuier  des  cscak?  on  dVn  6tablir  de  nouvelleSy  d'aug* 
menter  le  nonibre  dea  ordinaircssur  Ics  lieues  ci-dcssub  nientionn6es,  ou  bicn  encore  d'eiablir 
dcs  services  nonveaux. 

Dwis  ces  divers  cas,  le  nombre  dea  b&timents  et  les  conditions  du  marcli6  seront  fiz6s  de 
oottveau  et  de  gre  ii  gr& 

9.  L'fetat  slnterdit  la  fiuintt^de  subventionner  tout  service  particnfierdVui  port  de  Pranee 

quelconque  ou  de  Suez  sur  les  points  deja  de^senris  par  la  compagnie, 

C'i'ltr  interdiction  ne  s'applique  n<Sanuioins  ni  nu  prolongement  des  lignes  dcsaervies  par 

la  compagnie,  ni  k  leur  rayonnement 
Dans  le  cas  ol^  1c  Gonvemement  reconnaitrait  rutilit^  de  prolonf^  ou  de  fiure  rayonner 

les  lignes  concedees  par  le  present  march^,  il  r6serverait  de  pr£f£noce  4  la  compagnie,  i 

oonwions  ^gales,  la  concession  dcs  nouveaox  services  4  ^tablir. 

9t  La  compagnie  s'engage  i  transporter  r;itiiii<  nient  les  corre'^pondances  sur  la  ligne 
principale  et  sor  les  lignes  annexes,  ainsi  que  sur  toute  ligne,  soit  parall^le,  soit  de  did» 
biDgaiisnt  oa  d'emfarancliement,  qu'elle  ajouterait  spontan jmeni  aiuc  sarvieee qni  fbatl'oigal 
dn  prfsent  iD«eb6,  etpsndant  tout  I0  temp*  qn'eUe  maintiendiait  cea  lignes. 
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£|lt  Ml  tenne,  en  outre,  de  transporter  gratoitenent  let  esp^ees  d'or  et  d*aigciit  pour  le 
ferrice  de  I'^tat 

4.  L'admlnistration,  apr^s  avoir  pris  I'avis  de  la  compagnie,  fixora  les  jours  et  beuiM  de 
depart  des  points  extremes,  taut  des  Ugiies  principalea  que  dts  embrancbements.  - 

Elle  r^Iem  aussi  le  temps  uiaximum  i  passer  aux  eacales,  entenaot  compte  des  beaoins 
in  lervice  pour  lea  d^p^iea,  les  vojageura  et  lea  marehandiiea,  et  d^terminei*  enfia  la 
dorie  noyenne  dea  traveiate. 

9.  Le  depart  de  paquebota  du  port  de  8a«  n«  ponrra  avoir  lieu  avant  l^rnvfodea  d^ 

pdchea  de  France.   Toutefois,  ce  retard,  donl  la  cause  devra  dtre  menlionnde  6ur  le  journal 
de  bord  par  le  commissairo  de  Gouveroemeut,  tie  pourm  exc6der  douze  henrea  Moa  le  cod* 
aentement  de  la  compagnie. 
Lft  oompagnie  a'anra  droit  &  aucune  indemnity  pour  la  cause  de  ce  retard* 

6.  T^s  paqucbots  ne  pourront  faire  escale  oa  rel&cbe  en  d'ftatrea  poiots  qua  ceox  dlaign6s 
par  ie  prdsonl  cnliier  dcs  charges  ou  fix^s  comme  il  est  dit  ci^eaana. 

Si  les  paquebota  sc  trouveut  forces  de  relaclier  gur  d'autrca  points  que  ceux  indiqu6s,  I« 
eaa  de  force  mi^eare  davra  ^tre  constat^  par  proc^verbal  drew6  en  la  forme  d'luage.  Si 
la  relldie  avait  liea  dam  m  port  6trtiiger»  le  proe2a*verbal  devia  6tre  eertifi^  par  le  eomnl 
de  France. 

7.  It  eatinterdit  &  la  oompagnie  d'embarqucr  ou  de  ddbarquer  dea  vojageura  et  dee 
marchandisea  ailleura  que  dana  m  ports  de  rel^iche  r^lementaires. 

Cbavxtib  II. 


8*  Dans  les  huit  jours  qui  aoiTMnit  la  notification  II  elle  fiiite  de  la  oonoeasion  du  serviee 
)a  compagnie  sera  tenue  de  verser,  soit  en  numeraire,  soit  en  rente  quatre  et  demi  ou  quatre 
pour  cent  au  pair,  ou  irois  pour  cent,  calcul6es  k  soixante  et  quinze  francs,  conform^ment  I 
i'ordonnance  10  Juiti  1825,  un  cautlonnement  fix6  ;\  neuf  cent  mille  francs. 

Si  le  cautionnement  eat  foomt  en  numeraire,  il  devra  ^tre  vers£  4  la  cajs.se  dea  depots  et 
eoni^aatiooa.  Apr^  qne  lea  d^poaants  anront  loatili^  de  leurs  qoalitt^  et  autoot  fait 
coDstater  sur  Ic  registic  special  de  ccttc  caissc  que  le  versement  a  ^t6  f  lit  a  litre  de  caution- 
nement, il  leur  sera  d^livrc  par  le  ctiissier  gen6ral  de  la  caisse  des  dupoUi  et  consignations 
uoe  d6claration  deatioie  il  leur  tenir  lieu  de  r^cepis^^. 

Si  le  cautionnement  est  foumi  en  rentes,  il  sera  realist  entreles  mains  deTagentjudiciairc 
du  tr6sor,  avec  lequel  in  compagnie  ou  sa  caution  sera  tenue  de  passer  un  acte  qui  consUtera 
le  depot,  a  litre  de  nantisscment,  dcs  inscriptions  de  rentes,  avec  rilT- i  tation,  par  privilege 
Bp4cial,  a  la  garantie  de  Tentreprise.  11  en  sera  d^vr6  ua  bordereau  peraonael  au  pro- 
pridtaine  dea  rentes  pour  lut  servir  Jk  loueher  les  arrCmges. 

9.  Le  cautionnement  sera  affect^  k  la  earaniie  de  Tex^Nttion  dea  obiigatbna  contracttfes 

par  la  compagnie  miir  r^tablisfteincnt  des  services  mentionn^s  en  I'article  1".  II  sera 
rembours^  au  fur  et  a  mesure  de  la  r^eption  r^uii^remeat  conatatde  du  materiel  exig<^  par 
rattidft  17  ci^piia  ete.y  proportionnelteinent  &  Importance  de  oe  nuit6iiel. 

Chapitbb  III. 

Surveillance  du  Service. 

10.  Le  cnmmissaire  du  Oouvemement  k  JMarseille  sera  charg6  de  reiiler  4  I'ex^tioa 
dee  clauseB  du  present  caUer  des  charges. 

II  potirra  £tre  inhiituf^,  dans  le  m^me  twt*  dea  comoiiaaifM  da  GottrenMnunt,  fioit  A 
Suez,  soit  k  Saigoa,  soit  a  la  Rbuuion. 

Les  comniissaires  du  Gouvemement  anront  le  droit  de  faire,  4  bord  des  paquebota,  touts 
visite  et  vdri6cation  qu'ils  croiront  necesaairea,  et  ils  pourront  se  faire  accompagner,  4  cat 
effel,  des  personnes  qu'ils  jugeront  capablea  de  les  assiater  dans  leur  examen. 

11.  Les  commiaeairea  du  Gouvemement  seront  nommes  par  le  ministre  dea  finances. 

12.  Une  comminion  de  ranreinance,  compost  de  penonnes  anpartenant  4  la  marine 

milituire,  a  I'ad ministration  et  au  commerce,  sera  constitu6e  dans  cbacun  des  ports  t^tes  de 
ligne  oi^  ceU  sera  jugd  n^ssaire.  La  fonuation  en  appartiendra  au  ministre  des  finanoea 
^nsles  Tisites  et  verifications  qua  le  commissaire  du  Gouveraement  fera  il  bold  dea 
paquebots,  suivant  le  droit  qui  lui  en  est  ait'iV)ti'  parrarticle  10,  U  pOOfia  ricltmer  le OOtti- 
cours  de  cbacun  des  membrcB  de  ccttc  coniaiis:>ioa. 

La  oomminion  prononcera  sur  toutes  les  d^daions  qui  ponttaient  £tre  prises  par  le  eoai* 
missaire  du  Gouvemement,  et  dont  la  compagnie  croirait  devoir  appelcr  devant  elle. 

18.  Au  moment  du  depart  das  paquebota,  ie  tirant  d'eau  6x4  pour  la  pleine  charge  sera 
vdrifid  par  les  loina  da  cMnanaaairs  on  Oonvemeinant,  lequel  e'eMRima  que  T^uipage  est 
an  complet,  et  conrtatera  lliMaw  dn  d^art  da  bttlmsnt. 

14.  Lc  commissaire  du  Gouvemement  et  les  agents  des  postes  pooiion^  kn^u'lii  le 
jogeront  convenablej  exiger  la  communication  du  jourtud  de  bord. 

(kdS.  4  V  3  CflAf 


App.lla.9.'^  ^ 


Digitized  by  Google 


0  AFffiVDiX  XO  UFOBX  X'SOH  IBM 

Aff.Ho.»  Chapitbe  IV. 

16.  La  compafEOiie  a'ei^ge    SToir  h  flnt,  trots  ans  apr^s  la  date  du  d^cret  de  conce 
dttint  bfttiBMata  i  Vapeiir  muf  par  trob  miUe  six  cent  vingKinq  chevaoz  nomiaaux. 
A  la  m^^me  date,  le  serrice  de  tootet  les  ligofis  sera  an  pleidc  aetivHl. 
Ln  Lompagnic  aura  h  droit  de  devaocec  I'epMiM  CMleiiiia  fix4it^  «a  pi4nmnt»  tun  noii 

k  I'uvanee,  I'admiuistration  des  postes. 

Aprds  ces  d(-lais  et  pendant  la  dur6e  du  traitil,  la  coaptfiiie  Mm  taiMM  de  juetifier,  k 
tottte  ri'qui^idon,  de  la  p>)<-iossiou  dc  dou/c  hafrti^nts  doooant  aiBieillbla  Ml  MliiiMaiW  la 

loict  de  chovaux  iioiuiuuiut  siipulcu'  uu  picseuL  urUi  le. 

16.  Les  paqueb.>t>  emplo^us  par  lu  coiupa^uie  dtiviotiL  tiaviguer  sous  pavilion  frau^ais. 

17.  Ell  execution   des  dispositions  de  I'articie  ii,  i^i  compaguie  aclit^tera  ou  fcra 
construire : 

Quatre  nayim  da  quatra  4  cinq  cents  chevaux  (en  moyenne  qnatre  cent  cinquante 
ohevaaz),  diMmbla  1,600  ehevttut; 

Huit  navirei  de  deux  cent  «ing;t-hait  ehevaux  (fiMoe  moyotne),  ensemblt    i  m  : r 

9jm 


Ces  douses  navires  devront  £'tre  ou  avoir  (>t6  construitM  en  France. 

La  compagnia  fern  connattre  les  chmntie a  et  eCelian  dans  leeqaels  Mront  efleetate  let 

constriutiuns. 

L'Administnilion  se  reserre  le  droit 'd'cxercer  Ba  sarveillance  sur  reusemblc  et  8ur  tons 
les  details  de  ces  constructions.  Elle  aura  la  facull*^  de  doloLC'ier  ^^et  eftei  dcs  fiiii'iit-s  qui 
poarront  se  faire  oominuuiquer  leat  plans  et  march^K^  et  auxquels  les  diantiers  et  ateliers 
•eroai  ouTerts  en  toot  tenpa. 

18.  La  com|ia[j;n(e  sera  tenae  de  remplacer,  dans  le  d^lai  da  tiente  mciisi  ttilm  de-ws 

nnvin-s  (|ui  vii  iuiritii  a  sl'  |)crdrc  ou  h  £*tre  mis  liors  de  Service*  da  oMiiiiM  It  oonpl4ter  Ht 

Uliniuiuiii  de  Ltoi>  luiUe  six  tciit  viupt-cinq  clicvaux. 

19.  Les  vttesses  inoyennes,  par  bcure,  devront  dtre  de : 

Neaf  ncsuds  cinq  dixiimes  sur  la,  ligne  principale,  et  de  neuf  mmds  sur  les  embzan- 

chements. 

20.  Lps  b&timeats  afiect^s  au  service  des  lignes  meatioDnfiea  k  I'artide  1**  be  8Cf oni- 
empluyi's  qu'apris  avoir  €U  ex«mtii€s  et  rectus  par  nne  commiMioa  sp^ale  noam^e  par  \m 

n/uiibtrc  des  finances,  laquellt-  aur.i  seule  quality  pour  autoriser  la  tmse  on  serVMS  ^ 
commission  F.'a«puivra  que  les  ba'.inients  satisfont  aiiT  cnnditions  snivuiites  : 

1"  Que      uavircd  et  les  appareile  soot  en  boa  utat,  d'une  soliditu  suffisaQte,  et  ptopi 
ail  service  postal  et  coDMDereial  auqoel  iU  sont  deatiu^; 

2"  Quo  les  cliaiid'^v'."^  peuvent  snpportcr  ^  froid,  Sena  di&MnatfOIIB  SSDsibleBy  la 
d'epreuvc  eu  usa^^e  dans  la  nmnne  impcnale ; 

8*  Qu'au  tiraiU  d'p^.u  moyen  correHpondaiit  au  demi-chargement,  left  viteaseades  navint 
sont  sup<:-rieurea  de  deox  ncBods  nnx  viiesses  mojennea  fix^s  poar  cbaqne  ligne; 

4'  Que  le  travail  des  machines,  mesari  sur  les  pistons  twi  moyen  d«  lladieateur,  est  ^gal 

autant  de  Tois  1  i  :  <  :  r  kilogrammes  par  i>econde  qu'il  y  a  de  clievRlUC  daits la  piaissaooe 
nominale  nieniionnrx-  dans  I'ai  ticle  17  cindeBSUS  aavoir : 

Quatre  cent  cinquante  chevauz  en  moyenne  poor  la  ligne  principaloi 
■  Et  deux  cent  vinpt-liuit  t  lievanx  pn  m<!yentie  pour  Its  eiuLraiiclicnents. 

Touteluis,  li  »cra  accorde  une  tolerance  Ue  cinq  puur  cent  cii  moina  sar  U  valeur  de  ce 
Imrdi  mtaiaiqne,  si  ie  narire  satisftnt  4  fat  eondition  de  viieese  ci-denns  mentionnfisi. 

21.  Les  paquebots  seront  instnllcs  comme  lea  meilleura  paquebots->poste  fran9ais  on 
Strangers;  its  comprendront,  ind^pendamment  des  chambres  n^cessaires  au  logeraent 
de  Vetat-major  et  an  posts  d'^quipa^e,  des  cmm^nagementsi  propres  i  receroir  <m  pM- 
m^^cTs  dc  deux  classes.   Les  instajlatMns  sennt  ponrvnea  de  toua  lea  oljats  a6ecMaij«i  i 

Fusagc  di  b  \oyagcur8, 

'  22.  Chaque  paquebot  devra  enibarquer,  outre  I'approvisionnement  de  eombastible  ndces- 
saire  poui  soeom^ir  la  traver86e  ft  laquelte  il  est  tfestsni»  une  rtserve  an  moina  ^sis  tm 

dixi^me  dudit  approvisionuement. 

11  devra  ^galcroent  prendre  I'eau  et  les  vivres  solides  et  liqm'des  D^cessaires  poor 

reqiii[m(:e  et  les  pas^^a^ei-s.  lurint-  en  cas  de  retard  daiiH  la  navic^atidb    Cbsque  paqOflllDt 

de>  li;j;i)e!<  ]nincipal<  .s  devra  Olre  pourvu  d  un  a]i|mreil  diatiliatoire. 

2a.  Chaque  paqu^>ot  sera,  en  outre,  pourva  d'embarcations  de  sauvetagie  et  de  tons  lea 
objets  d'anaement  m§6t  k  bord  d'vn  navtre  de  commerce  de  pi  euiidre'  cHHse,  dee  Kohanges 
et  des  approvisionnements  ncce«saif'<  p'  ir  assurer  m»e  bonne  nnvir'-ttinn.  Li  cnmini^sion 
charj£i*e  de  la  reception  desdits  nuvires  en.  examinera  rinv^uttiire,  q4u  i>esa  air6t6 
dMrotivement  par  radministration,  la  cqimpgnin  fnlnndne,  et  dBvn.t!Mi|piwsvAtM  leMS  tm. 
conrant 

•  ■  !«• 


Digitized  by  Google 


aBUIOT  OOl 


OK  muK  nrsiA  ooviAnncATioNS. 


5W 


Lc8  nncrcs,  let  c&bles,  les  cbafnea  et  autrcs  objetfi  en  fer  auront  dea  dimensions  et  une 
force  d'6preuTe  r%14es  d'apr^  ce  qui  aura  ct^  d^id6  par  le  mhiMm  des'finsneiMy  mtr  I'ftTiB 
-di  miniBtrs  de  iaawiiiie,  hk  eompaguie  entandw. 

Tom  Im  o4ije(s  JMrmeiDant  dttvront,  de  mdine,  oflFKr  toutes  les  gorantisR  n^nairea 
inne  bonnp  ^  t  sure  navigation. 

Les  jraquebuU  ae  soumeUrcmt  aax  prescriptions  r^lementairea  de  la  marine  pour  les  feux 
de  pontion   entietenir  i  bold. 

94.  A  chaque  depart,  le  cotnmisaaire  da  OoliTMmeaient  poorra  verifier  s*  riea  m  s'oppofle 

it  ce  que  le  b&timent  puisse  mettre  en  luer  sans  cornproroettre  le  service  postal  et  la 
sfirete  ties  personnes.  S'il  jugeait  qa'il  y  eut  lieu  de  I'empedier,  ii  convoquerait  imm£- 
diatement  Ift  conunitttoii  de  Mttmltlaiuic^  qni  unit  k  droit  d'esger  que  le  bAtiinent  flllt 
reinplace. 

Faute  par  la  compgnie  de  mtisraice  &  «ette  tujonction,  le  commliwiiiie  prandra  tdks 
neKuiea  qu'il  jngera  vAiut  poor  asstirar  le  d^pwi  dee  d^pftebea  an  jour  flx& 


App.  No.  9. 


Chapitrb  v. 
De  Ventretien  du  Materiel  des  Paquehots. 

25.  I.eK  paquebota,  leurs  machiDes  et  leurs  ohjeU  d'armement  devrout  etre  tcnus  en  etat 
eon^tant  de  boo  ^retien. 

Des  inspections  aeront  feites  par  tele  agents  que  le  ministre  des  finances  Toudre  com- 
HMttre  k  cet  efftt,  afin  de  s'assurer  de  l*£tat  du  mal^iel  et  de  tcnir  la  main  ck  ce  que  la 
Gonipa^ie  n'apporte  laenne  n^i^igienoe  dane  eette  paitie  da  aerriee. 


Chapitrb  VI. 
De  la  Compoiition  r/'t  F.qmpaget. 
26.  Chaque  paquebot  aura  une  Equipage  dont  le  minimum  est  flx6  ainsi  qu'tl  suit ; 


Capitaine     .      •      ,  . 
Second  capitain*  >  • 
Premier  lieutenant 
Second  lieutanaol  •  «> 
Troiiniaie  liealeHal 
Chimrg-ien  -  < 

Acrent  comiJtable  -  •  ' 
rrfmiti  Ki  iitr"'  u  i-qmpage  • 
Dcuxicrue  iuaitre  d'uc^uipage  ■ 
Charneniier,  menuisier,  caOat 
Matelots  •  •  .  • 
Ifovioes     •     •     •  « 

Premier  maltre  tnicenicien 

Deuxi^me  maitre  ratontQien 
Aides  niecaniciens       •  • 
Premier  chaoffenr  et 
Soutieza      -  - 
Ceinaier  d'^oipag^ 

Femnne  de  ebambre 

Boulani^er  • 
Cuisiuier  et  aides  - 


Firbli 

Aaunt  de  k  ftm  de 

460  ^  600 

!  400 

200  &  228 

ehevaoz. 

:  chevaux. 

ohenaz; 
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27.  II  pourra  y  avoir  a  bord  de  chaque  paquebot  un  agent  des  postes  nomme  par  le 
mioiktre  dee  fioancea  et jpur^  pas  l'j||at»  anquel  aeront  oeoA^  la  r^ption,  k  conaervatioD 
et  k  tramniMie*  des  depeebea. 

L'aficut  des  poste?  anrri  unc  caracttire  officinllnneat  reconnu  par  toutes  )es  personnes  du 
bord,  ainsi  qu'une  autoiitc  enti^re  et  eJccJusive  pour  tout  cc  qvn  conceme  la  reception  et  U 
transmisi^ion  des  d^p&shes  qui  hii  Bevont  eonfito* 

Une  cal>ine  de  premiere  claase  sera  gratuitemenf  nfT  r*^e  nii  lo<xoTncTit  de  I'agenl  des 
postea.   Du  plus,  un  local  fermant  h.  clef,  contigu  a  ceito  cabine  et  appropri^  pour  servir 
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Apjk  Na.  9b     de  bureau,  Ben  diapos6  car  chaone  paouebot  d'apr^  les  indications  out  aeront  foartUM  pu 

mmm  radministratioD  des  postes.    Ce  local  devra  6tre  bien  cclairo  et  sumsatnment  grand  pour 

confectionner  les  <it;pitebes  qu'il  y  aura  .  lieu  de  former  pendant  le  cours  da  voyage.  Ua 
mtra  local,  plac6  dans  im  lien  tfir  ct  eonremkUe,  et  fennent  k  iM,  durm  tun  diqwe6  poor 
J  d^poiar  1m  d^pdche*. 

L'agent  des'  poates  lera  nouni  k  ta  table  des  passagere  dc  premi^  cImm  oq  ft  eelk  des 
oflBcieis  pendant  les  rel&clies,  moyeiinunt  iiioitiu  di-s  prix  da  tarif. 

Une  fembarcation  coDvenablement  amiee  sera  mise  i  sa  disposition,  mais  seulement  pour 
les  besdna  du  service. 

Auriine  personne  autre  que  le  capitaine  ou  Tun  de^  offieiers  a'aura  le  dioilde  profiler  de 
cette  embarcatioa  des  aue  lea  d<Epecbes  y  seront  embarqu^es. 

JDNuis  le  cas  oille  batiwent  serait  forc6  de  mouillcr  cn  rade  par  suite  du  mautaia  temps, 
regent  des  postes  pourra  exiger  qu'on  mette  a  sa  disposition  oeile  des  embarcntions  dn 
bord  tenant  le  miens  la  mer.  Dans  cette  circonstance,  nn  olltder  devn.  en  prendre  !•  eom- 
DModemeat. 

28.  Dans  le  cas  oil  un  agent  de  rinepectioii  gondrale  des  finances  on  un  agent  du  serfice 
des  postes  en  mission  relative  an  service  de  la  correspondance  serait  embarqu^  k  bord  des 
b&timents  de  la  oompsgni^  il  leur  sera  aoenid^  gratintenteafe  nn  passage  de  premiere  classy 
nonrriturc  non  comprise. 

2f>.  S'il  n'est  point  plac^  d'agents  des  postes  h  bord  des  paquebots,  ou  si  cet  atjent  se 
trouvaii,  pendant  le  cours  du  voyage,  empCch<;  puur  une  cuu&e  quelconque  de  cuntinuer  son 
service,  le  commandant  du  bStiinent  deviendrait  reaponsable  des  d6j>tebe8  au  m6me  tilia 
qo'nn  agent  dee  postes,  et  ce,  sans  avmr  droit  4  ancone  indemnity    raison  de  ce  fStit 

Uadministratioin  ae  r^serra  pour  lea  cas  6M>nc^  ^essus,  de  prendre  idles  meanves 
qu'dle  jagera  convcnables  poar  aasunr  la  oonsenration  at  rinviolabilitd  dea  d^ptebas. 

so.  Dans  le  cas  oil,  par  suite  d'un  accident  feprouv^  par  un  des  b&timents  de  Tentreprise, 
le  voyage  comnienctj  ue  pourrait  s'aciiever,  i'.igeat  des  postes  sera  cUarg6,  si  laire  se  peut, 
et  en  K'entendant  a  ce  sujet  avec  les  capilaines  et  les  agents  de  la  CMnptftnie,  d'assurer  le 
transport  des  dep€ches  par  le  premier  paquebot  Fran^ais  ou  Stranger  se  rendant  au  lieu  de 
lenr  destination  ou  en  communication  avec  les  points  interm^diuire^  ou  correspond  ants.  Les 
ftaifl  de  ce  transport  extr.iordinaire  seront  A  la  charge  de  la  compaixnie,  et  retenus  par 
Fadministration  sur  le  payement  de  la  subveattou.  »eIoa  les  formes  ^tablies  par  le  parafrat^ 
l«darartida41.  *^ 

SI.  II  ne  aera  re^  k  bord  que  les  d^pftebes  et  eorrespondances  remises  i  Tagent  des 

postes  pour  entrer  dans  le  service  postal,  et  les  papiers  de  service  comprenant  Ws  connaisse- 
ments  «t  les  expeditions  de  navires,  aiusi  que  la  correspondance  de  la  compamie  avec  ses 
agents,  et  de  ceux-ci  avec  die.  Les  lettres  et  paquets  fonuant  cette  correspondanee  dewoot 
#tre  plac6»  sons  bandes,  mais  resteront  entre  les  mains  du  capitaine. 

Toutefois,  en  cas  de  8us()icion  de  fraude,  I'agent  des  postes  aura  le  droit  d'exiger  rouvertnre 
des  lettres  et  paqueis,  et  procfedeiB,  k  hofi  et  en  presence  dn  destinataira^  ft  nn  aanen 
sommaire  de  leur  contenu. 

Confunnteient  aax  dispositions  de  VrnnM  du  S7  prairial  an  iz.  il  est  interdit  ft  In  com- 
pacnie  de  transporter  de  pi  is  cachet^s. 

Toute  contravention  aux  ioiii  sur  le  transport  des  lettres  comaiise  par  la  compagnie  ou  par 
ses  agents  sera  punie  conrormement  aux  lois. 

£n  cas  de  r^cidive,  et  si  les  circonstances  d6montraient  que  le  fait  de  contravention  doit 
dtre  attribn^  ft  Tnn  des  agents  de  la  compagnie,  cet  agent,  sur  la  demands  da  ministre,  devra 
(Sire  desthni,  aaoa  pi^dwa  das  pdnss  quM  num  encoumes. 

Chapitee  vin. 

jyu  Tranaport  des  Pasmr/ers  et  dr^  Marchandises. 

92.  La  compagnie  aura  la  faculty  de  transporter  par  lea  paqaebots  des  passagers  et  des 
marebandises. 


Le  produtt  du  transport  des  passagers,  des  matidres  dVMr  et  d'aigent  et  des  i 
afiuartitiidra  a  la  compagnie. 
Le  produit  de  la  tnxe  dM  eorrespondances  et  de  lenr  transport  appartiendra  ft  Tadmida- 

tration  des  postes. 

La  compagnie  ne  pourra  faire  aucune  operation  commerciale,  soit  pour  son  compte,  soit 
en  patticipatMm,  anr  tontea  las  lignaa  indiqa^ea  an  present  oahier  dea  otaigaa. 


33-  Les  passagers  fonctionnaires  civils  ou  niilitaircs  ct  les  eccU'siasti'que-i  Fran^ais 
voyageaut  sur  requisition  de  rndministration  seront  admis  sar  les  paquebots  de  la  compagnie 
avec  lenr  iamille  et  leur  snite,  en  Tertn  d*nne  lettre  des  commisssirea  dn  Gonvemement  en 
France  ^  Suez,  k  Saigon  on  a  h  R&union,  dea  gouverneurs  et  des  commandants  de  station 
dans  nos  colonies,  ft  trente  pour  cent  de  rabais  sur  les  prix  qui  seront  adopts  par  la  com- 
pagnie, tant  ponr  les  passageim  da  pmniftiie  et  de  deuzienM  classa  qoa  poor  les  passngew 
de  pont, 

Toulerois,  si  I'embarquemeut  des  passagers,  en  virtu  du  present  article,  exc^dait  le  quart 
de=^  places  disponlbles  sur  chaque  navire,  la  comp;»onie  dr  .  r  ut  C-Ue  pr6 venue  un  moi-  a 
I'avance  pour  les  expeditions  d'Eurc^  dans  I'Indo-Cbinc,  et  buit  jovrs  k  Tavance  poor  lea 
expfiditiona  da  riiido49iine  en  Europe. 
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Les  lazaristes,  luissionnaiies,  $ceurs  decharitc  ct  lous  autrcii  membres  des  ordrcs  reltgieuz 
seront,  s'ils  sout  FraiK^ais,  adniis  gr:Uui)enient  ft  bord  des  paquebot<3,  en  France,  siir  la 
requisition  (in  miiiistic  <\cs  finaiu  es  traiii^ruise^ar  lea  coinniiss:iiies  dii  Ciouveriu  nient ;  datis 
DOS  colonies,  sur  celle  des  gouveriieurs,  et  k  l^etrunger,  sur  oclle  dcs  agents  diplomatique^  on 
coosttlwres. 

Lea  niarins,  Ics  soldjifs  convalescents  ties  stations  et  iinrnisons  coloniales,  les  rapntri^s  et 
les  indic^ents  h-eront  Iranspoites  auxfrais  de  1  Ktut  au  prix  de  sept  f  rancs  par  jour,  nournture 
comprise,  la  iiourriture  MTE  celie  de  I'equipuge  pour  Ics  clashes  ^num^r^eB  ci<4enus,  4 
Texception  des  sous-officiers,  qui  seront  admis  k  h  table  des  uiaitres. 

Le  nombre  des  personncs  erDbarqti6e3  aux  termes  des  deux  paragraphes  precedents  ne 
ponrra  excrdor,  sm  clmquc  li;;nc,  dix  par  voyage,  sans  le  coDseutement  de  la  compagnie. 

Le  d^partement  de  la  matine  aura,  sur  chaquc  paquebot, droit  4  viagt  places  pour  souft- 
offlden*  oiariiis  on  aoldats  et  penoonw  •mtintlies»  an  prix  de  sept  franes  [)ar  jour  et  anx 
eooditioaa  de  Douiriture  iadiqvi^  «i-des8us. 

34.  Les  passagers  seront  traitcs  convrnablement  ii  bord.  Un  recistre  sera  toujour?  ouvert 
pour  recevoir  les  plainies  que  I'on  croirait  pouvoir  expritner.  La  comuiission  dc  surveillance 
af^^ieta  nmportaiHW  de  CCS  plaintes,  et  jugera  i'il  y  ali«tt  d*eii  tifkwtr  au  ministre  des 
finances.  Dans  ce  rat,  le  miiiistre  aura  le  dioit  <le  proroquer  le  ramplaceinenC  dee  igents 
reconnus  coupables. 

35.  Ia  cou]pas;nie  sera  tenue,  snr  chaque  Vvj^nn,  de  recevoir  il  bord  de  ses  paquebots, 
quand  elle  en  sera  require,  jusqira  concurrenre  du  dixi^nie  du  (cmuiif^e  dii  hatimont,  les 
arines  et  approvisionaements  de  diverses  natures  destines  au  service  de  I'liicat  Les  frais  de 
transpoTt  de  cee  objets  seront  payes  aveo  un  rabau  de  trente  pour  cent  mr  le  ptix  dti  tarif 
^tabli  par  la  compagnie.  En  cas  d'enibarquotrtent  de  munitions  de  guerre,  toute  la  rpspon- 
sabilii^  des  risques  qu'olles  occasionneront  demeurera  :i  la  charge  de  I'J^tat.  Si  I'Etat  tait 
aeeompagner  eea  munitions  par  un  agent  special,  la  cumpagnie  dena  suivre  see  indicatiooa 
pour  I'arriniage  des  munitions  k  bord  et  le«  precautions  i\  prendre. 

II  est  d'ailleurs  bien  entendu  que  la  compagnie  ne  sera  tenue  de  recevoir  oue  lei  quantity 
d'objets  qui  puurront  i'tre  conteniies  daoa  rcmplaceaiettt  dttponiUe  k  bord  de  cea  peqaebots 
au  moment  oil  elle  aura  6t6  prdvenue. 


CBAniSB  IX 

36.  Lea  d6parta  des  paqaebots  aunmt  lieu  aux  joon  et  heurei  fix^  par  radministratioR 

des  postcs. 

Tout  rt^tard  dans  I'heure  du  depart,  taut  des  poiuui  extrt-enes  que  des  poitits  intcrm6diaires 
de  cbaque  ligne,  hors  les  cas  de  force  majeure  dumont  constates,  et  ceux  ou  lea  paquebofai 
aornnt  6U  tetenua  teuiporauement  par  I'autorii^  oomp^teate,  rendra  la  compagnte  patwibles 
d'une  amende  de  elnqaaate  ftanct  par  benre. 

All  delu  cl(^  douse  beures  cooaCcutivea  de  retard  non  juatiA^,  ramende  sera  portte  ft  ceift 
francs  p»r  heure. 

S*il  est  prouvu  que  le  retard  a  eo  pour  cause  rembafquement  tardif  de  ntarebandisea  oes 

amendes  seront  dnubldcs. 

37.  Dans  le  cas  oik  le  retard  apportu  au  depart  d'un  paquebot  di'-pnsiserait  vingtK^aatre 
heures,  le  comxnisaaire  du  Gouvemement,  et.  k  son  dlfaut,  les  agents  des  postes  prendront, 
de  concert  avec  les  autoriti's  ]»( Liles,  la  compagoie  entendue,  tnutes  les  uk  surcs  n(''ces>airc,s 
pour  assurer  le  service  des  depfiches,  et  tons  les  frais  resultant  des  dispositions  phses  seronl 
mis  ft  la  charge  de  la  eompaanie. 

Lorsique,  pour  nnc  cause  qufkonque,  'es  depeches  no  pourront  <^tre  expedices  que  par  le 
paouebut  qui  etfectuera  Ic  depart  r6giementaire  posterieur  au  depart  non  accompli,  le  nombre 
de  lieues  qui  n'auri  pns  etc  parcottm  dans  ces  eondiUons  dooncra  lien  ft  uae  redactiun 
proportion ncllc  de  In  subvention. 

38.  Eo  cas  de  reliushe  non  justifiee  par  des  circonstauoes  de  force  raajeure,  I'amende  sera 
port^e  pour  une  premiere  relache  ft  mifle  francs  et  ft  deux  mille  francs  poar  la  seconde ; 

n  Ift  troisii'ii't;  mlraction,  celte  amendf  |)oui  ra  rtre  p  irtoe  il  rinq  niille  fruiu  s. 

Dans  les  cas  pr^vua  par  le  paragraphe  precedent,  s'il  a  elu  embarqu<:  ou  dcbarque  des 
marchandises  ou  des  voyageurs,  les  amendea  seront  donbi^es. 

89.  En  cas  do  perte  d*un  paquebot,  si  le  remptscemeut  |  lesci  it  par  Tarticle  1(*  n'a  pas  lieu 

dan'«  le  dclai  fixe,  la  corr.pagnic,  sauf  Ics  LircimsJances  iinprrv  ues  doi.t  le  ministre  desfinamres 
sera  j age,  sera  passible,  par  chaqucjour  dc  ictard,  d  une  amtude  dc  troia  cents  francs,  s'il 
8*agit  de  remplacer  un  navirc  de  quatre  cent  cinquaute  cbevaux,  et  d'unc  amende  de  cent* 
eimquante  francs  s'il  s'agit  de  remplacer  un  narire  de  moins  de  quatie  cent  cinqaante 
eberaux. 

40.  Dans  le  cas  oii  la  compg^nle  ae  coninencerait  pas  le  service  dans  le  d^lais  fix6a  par 
Tarticle  15  ci-dessus.  elle  subira  une  retenue  de  cent  cinquante  francs  par  jour  de  ntaia  et 
par  chaque  ligne  qui  ne  sera  pas  en  pleine  activit^^  de  service. 

41.  Le  montant  das  amendes  et  des  retenuea,  6x6  confonn^mcnt  aux  dtsposiliona  des 
articlcH  ci-dessusy  sera  ft&ewi  par  radninistration  sur  1m  sonnea  does  ft  la  conpsgaie. 
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DurieAilMU. 

49.  Lb  diirfie  du  traits  sen  de  ▼ingt-quarfre  tnii^  eoni^catives  &  ptrtir  d«  trnii  9m 

«pr^s  la  daUj  du  drcret  de  concession,  ou  k  partir  de  I'epoque  ii  laquelw  tOW  1m 
•eroBtten  pieine  activity,  si  cttte  ^poque  esi  aolurieure  aax  trois  ans. 


Cbamtbb  XI. 
3f4Kl§  A  jRiywiMf    it  5j(Mwiifto«.«~-.^»09i(e  PayemencU* 

48.  Moyennant  la  subvention  qni  sem  alIou6e,  la  compHgnie  exdcutera  les  services 

mtntioniics  a  Turticlc  1"  du  present  cahiir  des  charges,  ;\  s"s  frais,  lisques  et  p^^rils,  et 
toules  ics  depeiises  de  nature  quclconque^  y  comphs  les  risques  de  Ih  mer,  seront  a  sa 

44.  Le  payemeat  de  la  subvention  sera  ordonnanc6  il  terme  6chu  par  I'ad ministration  des 
poites,  de  mois  ea  mois  et  par  douzi^e,  sous  la  d^uction  des  relenues  qui  auraieat  pu 
lire  prononc^ee  dans  les  eas  pr^vns  an  pi^«ent  eahier  des  charges. 

Si,  avatit  les  d«'^lius  fixes  pjir  I'arhcle  15  du  present  caliier  des  charges,  la  comp  ignit!  met 
en  exploitation  la  ligne  pnnciijaJe  et  i'ua  ou  plosieurs  des  embraDcbements,  il  Iui  sera  paye 
jme  wheeBtion  ptoportioowrife  an  parcours  «fiteta£  et  i  iB^iaaaiiee'dee  naviies  affeews  ft 
chaqae  ligiie. 

Les  peyements  aaront  iieu  h  Pans  ou  a  Marseille,  au  choix  dc  ia  oonipagnie. 

CnAmsB  XII. 
£if  Cm  dt  Guerre.— Dk  Ri^Ummt  dn  Adeumth. 

46.  £n  cas  de  guerre  majitime  ou  d'hostilit^  dans  I'uu  qiMdcouque  de«  bassiiis 
degservis  par  la  compagoie.  le  Qouveroement  supportera  Us  chanera  de  guerre  qui 
pourraiebt  en  ratter,     moms  qu*U  n*ait  mis  la  'compagoie  en  demeare  de  cesser  eon 

service. 

Si  rfetat  met  lu  compagnie  en  demeurede  c  esserson  service,  lacompagnie  aura  cependaut 
la  facnltS  de  le  contiiiue(,  en  tout  ou  en  partie,  k  see  risques  et  pdriU. 

T.e  temps  de  la  cessation  toiaie  ou  partielle  sera,  an  choix  de  la  compagnie,  compris  on 
noa  compris  dans  lu  diirde  de  la  concession. 

Si  le  service  est  suspendu,  t'Utat  aura  la  faculte  de  prendre  possession  immAlinte  des 
b&timents  demeur^s  sans  empioi,  avec  tout  It-ur  materiel  et  approvisionnements. 

n  sera  fait  du  tout  nne  estimation  par  one  commission  cemposfe  de  deux  personnes  au 
choix  I'u  miuisti'e  des  finances,  et  de  deux  autres  per^oiines  au  <  hois  de  la  ccunpa^nle.  Ces 
quatre  personnes,  u  la  majority  des  voix,  tn  desi^neronl  une  cinquii^me,  ^  laquelle  la  pre- 
sidence  sera  d^volue.  En  ca«  de  partage  dM  voiv,  cette  designation  deirra  we  bate  par  le 
tribunal  civi!  du  siciie  de  la  compaiiuie. 

i^pr^s  la  guene,  le^  bailments,  le  materiel  et  les  approviaiouneoients  seroDl  remis,lL>rs  de 
la  rcpriFie  du  service,  sur  une  estimation  senttblable^  qui  ttendm  comple  des  d^prfoiatioiie  et 
des  pertes  pour  une  cause  quelcouqae. 

An  prftilable,  i'fetet  fera  r^parer  les  navtres  poar  qu'ils  puiseent  ex^cuCer  le  service  po:«tal 
«t  commercial  1. 

L'ktat  payera  ii  la  ouiupa'^nie,  pour  tout  loyer,  une  Homme  aunuelle  reprtkentaat  i'int^t^t 
a  cinq  pour  cent  du  capital  par  la  a>BHni«aioik  d-deesus  et  iit  part  des  iraie  reslsnt 
4  sa  charge.  La  enbvention  sera  d'ailleare  enspendue  pendant  toute  I'intermption  dn 
service. 

4U.  Daiis  Ic  ta,-  ou  I'lOiat  n  u>erait  de  la  faculic  qui  lui  est  uamice  de  prendre  pos- 
session des  b&timents,  du  materiel  et  des  approvisionnements  de  la  compagnie,  il  aorait  k 
Ini  payer,  si  partir  du  jour  de  la  cesi^ati^n  do  toua  les  service^  na  iot^rdt  de  cinq  pour  cent 
dc  eon  capital,  plus  cinq  pour  c«mt  pour  dcpr^iation  de  la  valear  dea  blttmentSydamnt^rid 
de>  ap|ii«visic>nnenients,  le  tout  regl6  par  la  eommiseion  institu^  -par  Panide  45,  pins  la 
part  des  frais  restant  i\  m  chnrirf . 

47.  Dans  tous  ics  cas,  la  guerre  terminde*  le  mmistre  des  finances  pourra  rclever  la 
compagnie  des  obligations  du  inarcb^,  si  les  ^T^winents  de  la  gMrre  l*a«atent  miee  duw 
nmpossibilit^^  de  reprenHrc  le  -crvicc. 

De  son  cole,  lu  coiiipagine  aura  la  faculte  dc  sc  refuser  k  cxecutcr  imnicdiutoment  le 
trait^,  si  les  batiments  livr^s  par  die  a  l*6tnt  dc  iui  dtaient  pas  twidua  en  ttsez  gnnd 
Dombre  ponr  permettre  d'efiectnerm  anrviee  eomplet 

Dana  oe  eea,  ^des  arrangements  ieraieBt  pns  entre  Is  raioistre  des  finance*  et  b 
compagnie,  tdaliveinent  ux  ^oqoes  de  I'ex^tion  pactidle  ou  ini^gtale  de  idle  on  ceUe 
ligne. 

48.  En  touie  circonsiance  politique  extraordinaire,  m(tme  bors  le  cas  de  guerre  maritime 
le  Giivernement  pourra  acheter  on  prendre  k,  fret  un  ou  plnsieurs  paquebots.    I>ans  les 

m^mes  circimstances  et  en  caa  d'tirj;ence,  les  {xouvemeurs,  clans  le-;  colonies,  qui  rinr.iietit  h 
op^rer  des  mouvemenis  dc  triHipes,  poanont  lequerir  I'euibarquemeat  de  ces  troupes  sur  lus 
mdfw  de  la  coapagnie. 

Dans 
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Dm*  ces  deox  cu,  I'mdemnitS  de  veiite  ou  d*aflMtement,  aiwi  qiie  oelk  due  pour  lei      Afp,  No.  q, 

clommu!;^^  quo  la  corapagnie  pourrait  ea  <^prouver  dans  rezfeution  de  loa  lerrioe*  umai 
regimes  par  la  coiumisaioo  iostitu^  par  I'artide  45. 


C^nTBB  XIII. 


49.  La  roncession  des  services  mentioaB^draii  le  prdent  eohior  dea  diafgea  aera  fiuM 
directemeat  par  le  minutre  des  finances. 

Chapitbb  XIV. 
Di$positioHS  Particulieret. 
60.  Dans  le  cas  oi^,  pour  toute  autre  cause  que  le  cas  de  guerre,  ou  de  ibice  majeure,  qni 


dire 

 ^     ,   -     ^    .      ^  ^  lice 

dea  doittmagafl^t6r6ts  qui  poomient  £tra  do«  4  TEtat 

61.  I  r\  :  mpagnic  ne  poiirra  sons-tnuter  de  son  enfrtprise  on  toul  ou  en  partie  sjins  le 
conscntemcnt  par  ccrit  du  ministre  des  fiiiaoces.  S'ii  6tiiit  recoiwu  qu'elle  eQt  soua-trait^ 
sans  son  consentemcnt  pr4a1ab]e,  le  miniBtie  dea  fimnees  aerait  en  droit  de  v&diaer  le  traiti 
aws  indeniDiKi  pour  la  corapagnie. 

fi'2.  Toutes  Ics  ditlicultfo  auxqnnlles  pourrait  (\onner  li-  ti  !'pxi'L"ution  ou  I'interpr^tation 
des  clauses  du  present  i-uhier  des  charzes  seront  jugees  adiuiuiiilrtttivement  par  le  tnintstre 
des  finflneesy  lauf  raoouis  u  eonieii  d'Biat. 

63.  La  cr  r:i|"ri  j-nit'  aura  son  sirge  a  Paris. 

Vo  pour  ctre  aaaez^  au  projet  de  ioi  adopts  par  le  Corps  Icgislatif  dans  sa  stance  da 
17  join  1861. 

Le  Piis>i(lent, 
Sigat:  Comte  du  Morny, 

Les  Secretaires, 
Sigu4  Vernier^  Joachim  Murat,  barua  Jerdme  Hatdd, 
conte  L$  Pe&tMr  d!Au»^ 

Vu  pour  eire  aooex^  k  la  loi  relative  4  Tex^cotion  du  eervioe  postal  de  I'lndo-Ghins. 

Le  S^nateur  secretaire  du  S^iiat, 
Sigai  Bwoa  7*.  de  Laeretm. 

Ta  poor  8tie  annez4  4  la  loi  du  S  jofllet  1881. 

Le  Ministre  d'PA&t, 

Siga6  A.  Walewski, 


043. 
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Appendix,  No.  10. 


PAPERS  handed  in  by  Mr.  //.  C.  i^'or<fc. 


MALTA  AND  ALEXANDRIA  TELEGRAPH, 


FINAL  BEPOBT  of  H.  C.  Forie  to  tlie  Secretary  to  Ae  Board  of  Trade. 

Dated  let  November  1861. 


Sir,  Malta,  1st  November  1861. 

The  last  section  of  the  Malta  and  Alexaudria 
cable  was  completed  on  the  28lh  September,  and 
4e  SO  days'  probation^  during  iriiichthe  Govern < 
ment  official  tesU  were  taken,  expired  on  the  28th 
Octt)ber.  It  now  therefore  beoomee  my  duty  to 
Ity  before  you,  f  ir  the  iiifi)rmation  of  the  Lords 
of  the  Committee  of  Privy  Councd  for  Trade,  my 
«n»l  report  and  certificate  of  the  state  of  the 

cable. 

1  have  already  iui warded  to  you,  from  lime  to 
lime,  detailed  reports  of  the  laying  of  each  section. 
I  shall  therefore  in  this  report  confine  myself  to 
giving  a  description  of  the  general  meas^reB 
adopted  in  the  tnatmfacture,  transport,  and  layin<; 
of  the  cable,  of  the  manner  in  which  the  work  wa-^ 
performed,  aa  well  aa  of  the  electrical  condition 
iirihe  line  before  and  after  submersion,  and  at  the 
expiration  ot  the  ao  days  after  the  laying  ot  the 
last  Mcliom. 

General  Remarks. 

The  manufacture  of  this  cable  commenced  in 
June  18<«,  and  it  has  therefore  been  two  years 
and  fear  month*  in  hand. 

It  was  however  only  decided  in  December  last 

(having  been  first  destined  to  be  laid  betwi  en 
Falmouih  and  Gibraltar,  and  subsequently  between 
Rangoon  and  Singapore)  to  submerge  it  between 
Malta  and  Alexandria,  when  ordos  were  ini;np- 
diately  given  to  have  the  route  sounded  and 
evrveyed. 

This  portion  of  the  work,  so  essentnl  in  carryiitt 
out  an  undertakinct  of  this  kind,  was  peiforroed 

most  t  xjie  litiousiy,  and  in  a  very  complete  manner, 
byCaptain  Sprati  ot  Her  Maje^ty'sship"Mcdina," 
and  by  Commander  Mansel  of  the  "  Firefly,"  and 
1  trust  the  result  of  llieir  labours  will  tend  mate- 
rially to  secure  the  permanence  of  the  line,  as  til 
previously-laid  cables  failures  can  be  traced  to  the 
want  of  knowledge  of  the  depths,  configuration 
and  composition  of  the  sea  bottont.  I  have  there- 
tore  everv  reason  to  expe.  i  that  these  [jrecauiinns  1 
will  have  removed  all  risk  of  laiiure  ou  'hat  head. 
The  deftip)  adopted  by  the  late  Mr.  Lionel 

GisboHK  -.ind  ir.vself   has  pmved  superior  to  that 


IK.  r  caijle 


!)le  hithi  rto  laid. 


of  any 

Its  ci>n:-u<  (or  is  far  larger  ai>d  therefore  ofl'ers 
much  leas  resistance  to  the  pansage  of  electricity 
than  in  any  exisAi^  cable,  and  owing  to  the  extra 


thickness  and  good  quality  of  the  <:utta-pcrch& 
covering,  as  wen  as  to  the  improved  method  of 
manipulating  and  laying  it  on,  there  is  strong 

additional  rtason  to  hope  that  the  cable  aill 
remain  in  good  condition  for  a  consiiierable 
period. 

Diiriuf^  the  prci^Tc?^  of  the  work,  and  from  its 
very  conuaeucemeul  the  cable  has  been  subjected 
fo  the  most  searching  and  delicate  sysiem  of  tesU, 
urratiired  and  carried  out  by  Messrs.  Siemens, 
Halsk'e,  k  Co.,  and  under  Mr.  W.  Siemcu* 

immediate  sii])ei  inieiidence. 

It  was  specified  that  the  cable  sh<uild  be  kept 
constantly  under  water  and  so  tested,  and  this 
arrangement  has  been  carried  ovt  with  hutftw 
and  unavuidable  exceptions. 

The  tests  so  obtained  are  incomparably  more 
valuable  than  if  the  cable  bad  been  tested  ma 
dry  condition,  as  Ims  hitherto  been  the  case. 

Every  lenirth  as  the  manufacture  progressed 
was  subjected  lo  hydrauhc  pressure,  from  600  to 
600  lbs.  to  the  sqnare  inch;  iW  is,  v\ith  onediglit 
exception,  a  ijreater  pressurr  than  it  ha";  now  to 
bear.  I  may  here  mention  that  vvlun  muiergoing 
the  pressure  test  the  electrical  condition  of  the 
cable  invariably  improTed  about  lo  per  cent.;  tjie 
improvement  that  has  been  observed  during  itt 
svdHiiersioii  is  no  doubt  partly  due  to  prrs-ure- 

It  was  decided  bv  Her  Wajesty's  Government, 
under  our  advice,  to  have  the  cable  laid  (with  the 
exeep'iun  ot'  a  !cii:rfh  of  aboui.  70  miles  from 
Malta,  vvbeie  deep  «  ater  was  unavoidable)  ni  iutU 
depths  as  would  enable  repairs  to  be  easily 
effected  should  such  become  necessary.  And 
wherever  the  bottom  was  uneven  and  nH'ky,si 

was  the  case  in  several  places  Ijetweeii  R>  iij;Iazi 
and  Alexandria,  a  very  heavy  cable,  weighioi! 
about  seven  tons  to  the  mile,  was  laid  iustesd  «f 
the  main  or  deep-sea  cable  w  hich  weighed 'ij  ton« 
to  the  mile  (which  latter,  however,  is  more  tlua 
double  the  weight  of  the  Atlantic  and  Red  Sei, 
and  Indian  cables). 

In  carryine  out  the  principal  of  a  shallow  water 

ini'  it  was  of  course  incisBary  lo  follow  the  _cneril 
direction  of  coast;  this  could  not  be  done  without 
the  expenditure  of  about  1,S00  miles  of  cable 

instead  nf  flOO,  which  is  aM  that  would  have  been 
required  dad  the  direct  and  dei'per  r.  ute  been 
adojUed. 

It  therefore  became  Hcsirabh-  t<i  divide  the  line 
into  seciicns, and  accordingly  I'ripuli  and  Benghaa 
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were  sdeclcd  as  intermediate  stations ;  this  arrange- 
ment not  only  greatly  increases  the  speed  of 
tratumission,  but  faciJitatcs  to  a  considerable 
extent  testing  operatioiii  Hud  the  determinatioii 
of  the  position  of  faolta  OT  breaki  intbecabkif 
such  should  occur. 

Tiie  Malta  and  Alexandria  cable  is  not  only  the 
first  iiistnnre  of  .1  dibits  duilii>:  manufacture  having 
been  cmistanlly  kejit  aud  tcslesi  under  water,  but 
by  the  special  jirrangemenl*  made  on  lioard  the 
sbipa  "  Rangoon"  and  "  Malacca"  it  was  carried 
to  ita  deBttnation  compleiely  Bubme^ed  in  water- 
tight fanka  torn  which  it  'wa«  paid  out  into  the 


This  precaution  we  thought  amost  es!>entinl  on<>, 
and  is  the  only  really  rehablt;  pl  ui  of  incvcniing 
spontaneous  heatin<j:,  wliich  is  liable  lu  take  place 
to  an  injurious  extent  when  the  cable  is  coiled  up 
in  a  huree  and  compact  mass.  And  it  also  pre- 
serreatnc  giitta-pereha  from  injury  by  oxidation 
from  ex]insure  to  air  anti  light.  Giitta-pert  ha,  as 
far  88  past  expciience  iiroves,  is  practtcally  indes* 
troetibra  if  oonsiantly  kepi  submerged  in  water. 

It  has  also  t!ip  fiirlher  atlvatitage  t.f fiiabiiu^ 
those  cnga'J:ed  Ht  the  ttperatioa  of  htyutg  the  cable 
to  judge  of  its  electrical  conditbn  to  the  last,  and 
guard  against  Taults  passing  over  into  the  sea, 
whether  these  occur  maliciously  or  otherwiM^ 

Execution  of  the  Work. 

The  contract  for  the  cable  was  divided  into  three 
parts,  via : 

1st,  coiitiact  f>r  the  su])ply  of  the  gutta- 
percha covered  \\iie  ur  core. 

Snd,  eoutracL  for  tlie  outer  covering  uf  this 
core,  or  making  it  into  a  finished  cable. 

3rd,  contract  for  laying  and  maintaining  the 
cable  for  SOdsya  after  eomptete  submersKHi. 
The  1st  contract  was  mut^p  between  the  Govern- 
ment ami  the  Gutla-Percha  Ctmipany,  and  it  is  but 
due  to  them  to  state  tliat  their  contract  waa 
performed  in  a  very  liberal  and  spirited  mamter, 
their  workmanship  and  materials  improving  as  the 
work  pro<:i'C'ss('d  aud  as  espenenoo  enabled 
improvements  to  be  made. 

Tlie  second  and  ihirdoontraets  were  let  to  Messrs. 
Glass,  Kliini,  Sc  Co.,  who  have  carried  out  their 
portion  of  the  work  i  i  a  inauucr  whicii  will  I  trust 
stand  tlie  test  of  time  and  do  them  credit. 

The  first  portion  of  this  cable  left  England  on 
board  the  "  Malacca"  on  the  25th  April  last,  and 
on  the  27th  May  the  )iayliit;  out  was  commenced 
at  Malta ;  aud  the  first  section  to  Tripoli  was 
floished  on  the  80th  of  the  same  month. 

This  was  «!n  successfully  accnrnp!i5hcd  that  it 
gives  me  every  reason  to  believe  the  cubie  will 
continue  in  the  Same  j^ood  condition  for  tbe  trans- 
mission of  niessa^es,  as  it  is  at  present,  after  having 
laid  submert^ed  for  five  months. 

'ITje  h  iimh   of  ruble  in  this  section  i-  '230'2 

knots.  The  landing  place  at  Malta  is  iu  a  well- 
sheltered  bay  in  Marsa  Sdmcoo,  on  the  east  side 

of  the  Island  of  Malta,  and  is  connfict  'd  with  tht' 
chief  oriice  ui  Valetta  by  means  ot  a  well  con- 
•tmcted  two-wire  land  dine  5  miles  in  leogtlb  sup- 
ported by  iron  posts  firmly  built  into  wallSy  or 
inserted  into  the  rock. 

The  shore  end,  which  is  of  the  lu-avic-t  descrip- 
tion, is  about  4  miles  in  length,  lies  on  an  even 
and  good  bottom,  and  extends  ont  to  a  depth  of 
about  SO  fathoms. 

At  Tripoli,  ibe  «hore  end  is  also  laid  ou  a  good 
iandy  bottom  and  beach,  about  I  nule  to  the  weat 

0.48. 


of  the  town,  aud  is  counected  with  the  office  iu  App,  No. 
the  eame  manner  as  at  Malta;  its  length  is  also  — — — 
4  miles,  and  extends  oat  into  a  depth  of  about 
80  fiillioms. 

After  the  completion  of  this  section,  there  re- 
mained ou  board  290  knots  of  cable,  whicit  were 
laid  in  the  direction  of  Benghazi,  the  end  being 
sealed  and  buo  ved  on  the  morning  of  the  3rd  Jaae, 
in  the  Gulf  of  fcsyrtis. 

The  next  portion  of  the  cable  laid  was  from 
Alexandria  towares  Benghazi.  This  was  the  most 
difficult  and  critical  portion  of  the  whole  line  to 
lay,  in  coiiseqiience  of  tlic  very  imeven,  and  in 
parts  rocky  nature  of  the  bottom. 

Captain  Spratt  had  prepared  an  enlarged  chart 
of  this  part  of  the  coast  for  300  mile-  from 
Alexandria  to  the  Gulf  of  Milhr,  and  bad  taken 
soundings  much  closer  than  on  any  other  portion 
of  the  lin& 

Vice  Admiral  Sir  W.  P.  Hardn,  Commander 

In  Chief  on  the  Mediterranean  station,  kindly 
gave  us  the  assistance  of  Her  Majesty's  ship 
"  Mohawk,"  in  addition  to  Her  Majesty's  shipa 
"Medina"  and  "  Scourtre,"  wliich  last-named 
steam-ve>sels  accompanied  the  iirsi  expedition. 
These  three  sbipi  were  well  supplied  with  buoys 
to  mark  the  course,  m  order  to  insure  the  cable 
being  laid  within  die  100  fhthom  line,  and  on  as 
even  a  bottoiii  as  possiible  ;  and  as  a  further  pre- 
caution, the  work  was  only  carried  on  by  day- 
light, the  ships  ancborinsr  each  night  soon  after 
sunset. 

"Hie  Rangoon  "  on  lier  lirst  trip  carried  out 
this  portion  of  the  cable,  in  length  282}  knots, 
and  weighing  1,241  tons,  exclusive  of  200  tons  of 
water  in  the  cable  cylinders. 

The  paying  out  uf  this  Cable  was  commenced 

from  Alexandria,  on  the  fith  July,  aud  it  was  laid 
in  tbe  following  order,  tIx.  : — 

11*45  knots,  shore  end   7  terns  per  knot. 


5.'5-22 
3792 

i4'8a 

0*40 
S4'e2 
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main  cable  2*4  „  ditto, 

shore  end    7    „  ditto, 

main  cable  8*4  „  ditto, 

shore  end  7   „  ditto, 

main  cable  2*4  „  ditto. 

shore  end    7  ditto. 

main  cable  2*4  „  ditto. 


Total,  S8S,60  knots  of  cable  from  Alexandrta 
to  the  Gulfof  Milhr. 

The  paying  out  cf'this  (vtble  0[:cnpied  ?ix  day;;, 
and  no  accident  of  any  sort  occurred,  with  the 
exception  of  one  kink  which  eame  into  the  cable 
when  at  anchor ;  this  was  immediately  cut  out, 
uud  advantage  wuh  taken  of  this  circumstance  to 
teiit  the  cable  in  two  parts,  the  portion  Itfd,  and 
the  remainder  in  the  ship. 

The  layinsr  of  the  continuation  of  this  section 
was  not  eounnenci'd  uniil  the  20t!i  Septciiiher,  on 
which  occasiou  the  buoyed  end  was  picked  up. 
The  cable  taken  out  by  the  Rangoon  "  on  h&r 
second  trip  was  then  splict-d  on,  and  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  23rd,  the  end  was  landed  close  to  the 
cable  house  at  Uenghazi,  waking  in  all,  003  knots 
of  cable  laid  in  this  section. 

One  night  was  B}>ent  at  anchor  on  the  Oernah 
Bank,  as  11  w  is  necessary  to  pass  Rasseen  by  day- 

hght,  the  water  in  the  vicinity  of  it  lieing  deep, 
and  the  coast  very  precipitous. 

The  landing-place  at  Alexniidrii  is  in  the  new 
port,  to  the  east  of  the  town,  clear  of  anchora.;e ; 
tile  shore  eudt  ate  taken  direct  ont  to  sea  for  10 

4  o  3  mika. 
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App.Nflkio«  ailcfl^  BO  im  to  give  the  outer  aochorage  when 

— ~        men-of-war  nnctior  a  wide  a.:fl  cleHi  berth. 

The  cable  m  cuuuectud  witli  U>e  Red  Sea  auil 
Iiidiiii)  Telegraph  Company's  Office  by  melM  of 
a  Utud  line,  about  1  mile  in  lenglb. 

The  Isnding-piace  at  Benuhftzi  is  about  luailft 
to  t!ii-  f  iij-f  of  the  town,  und  i»  coiintcterf  with  the 
fttattoii  II)  a  siuiilur  munaer  ua  tliat  previously 
described. 

Afiir  tho  foniptctioii  of  the  Benghazi  Alrx- 
andriii  section,  iln-re  remained  t>ut  a  l.ngih  <>t 
about  2'ZO  nuloi«  to  complete  the  entire  lino.  The 
cable  for  (his  was  brought  out  by  the  "  Malacca  " 
on  h.r  scc<vnd  trip,  <iik1  met  the  expeditioD  at 
Bt^nghazL 

Ou  the  morning  of  ;be  26th  Sejiteinber,  the 
"  Malacca "  arriTed  in  the  locality  of  the  buoyed 

end  of  the  Tripol:  , nhlc  in  tlic  Gulf  of  Syrtis,  but 
it  was  not  until  the  tluy  wii^  tai  advanced  wbtii 
the  "Mediaa"  camo  u;>,  and  pointed  oat  the 
exact  poRtion  of  the  buoy  that  ofieiraiions  were 
commenrpd. 

No'witii'-iii  idiiiu  ii  >tr  'iiu:  l-r'jezo  and  a  rough 
sea  the  bu/y  was  secured  to  a  rope  aud  was 
almost  on  board,  when  accidentally  the  r<ipe 
sli[)|,<_d  iDurKitlic  .;ii-kiiii.f-ui;  machinery,  and  tha 
all«  ui|)l  liail  to  be  ubai.dooeU  lor  the  night. 

On  resumioj);.  opera)  ions  the  following;  morning, 
it  vetLa  diftoovcred  that  the  buoy  had  disappeared ; 
it  therefore  b<  cume  nec  ssary  to  dredge  for  the 
end,  wliich  nn»  tinipi'tHwl  in  a  (ew  hours,  noi« 
witb&tundin|r  the  roughness  of  the  boiiom,  cauhing 
iha  loss-of  one  srapneil  and  hawser,  and  bmiking 
a  st'ooi  d  'ji ^'p'.i-II- 

About  <>  p.iii.,  tne  end  ui  the  laut  cubie  mus 
brought  on  board  ;  tiud  the  cable  betwe<;n  the 
ship  and  Tripoli  tilting  imtisfactorilv,  tlie  splice 
was  made,  and  p;)yin<^  out  operations  commenced 
at  8.30  p.m.,  the  "  Medinr,"  as  on  all  former 
occasions,  ieadin"  the  way ;  Her  Majesty's  Ship 
Assurance**  remained  close  tn  the  **  Malacca  ' 
to  render  as-^istancc  iC  req-iired, and  H<  i  Majf^tv's 
Ship  "  Mo:;a\vk  "  proceeded  in  advance,  to  ni  uk 
positions  previously  6xed  by  Captain  Spr  tt,  and 
also  to  take  soundings,  so  that  no  time  should  be 
lost,  which  at  this  s^eason  of  the  vear  ini'^^ht  iiave 
proved  verv  prejud.cial  to  the  whole  undertaking. 

A»  was  the  case  throughout  all  uur  previoufi 
'  operations,  everything  worked  smoothly  and 
qiiitt-  to  our  sutlstactiOQ,  and  at  II  n.in.  on  the 
28ih  £>cpiember,  the  "Malacca"  cam-'  to  anchor 
about  ft  nallea  to  the  we&t  of  the  town  oi  Benghazi, 
wheie  a  buoy  had  been  previously  placed  to 
denote  the  position  where  to  splice  on  the  slioie 
ends.  A  irw  hour^  sufficed  for  this,  and  the  cable 
expedition  was  sooo  ajjaiu  in  motioo,  and  as  the 
ships  approached  the  shore,  the  **  Malacca " 
made  the  fuiiowing  signal     ihi'  "  Medina." 

"  Many  tliauks  for  tlic  valuable  assistance 
rendered  b^  Captain  Spmtt,  and  Her 
MajcRty's  $bip6." 

To  which  Captain  .**piatl  rrfiiicd  : 

"  Fortune  favours  the  enterprise.  1  con- 
gratulate you  m  snocesa.*' 

About  7  p.iB.  the  last  shore  end  was  landed'  at 
Benjihao,  iinder  a  salute  of  21  guns,  to  announce 
the  important  event  that  Malta  and  Alexandria 
were  in  direct  tol(<;rii[i]iir  cononunication.  Tne 
weather,  as  on  the  previous  occasion  ot  iandiug 
the  fir»t  shore  end,  was  very  kind  and  propitious, 
a  matter  of  cnn'„Tat'tlation,  as  tlie  coast  at  this 
place  if  much  expos-ed  and  often  unapproachatde. 

In  reviewmg  tAe  whcle  operation  of  laying  the 


1,330  knots  of  cable,  which  connects  Midta  widi 
Alexandria,  it  is  very  gratifying  to  feel  tliat  as  n 
methanical  operation  nothing  could  have  be«n 
more  sati<;factorily  or  successfully  accomplished. 
Tile  paying-out  machineiy,  on  ail  occasions 
worked  evenly,  and  with  the  utmost  precMon, 
which  reflects  gr<  at  crcd  t  not  only  on  iMe:i«r8. 
Canning  and  CiiiToid,  the  eoiitraciors'  engineers^ 
but  also  upon  every  man  employed  on  bcHm!  b 
connection  with  it.    Tiie  with  tli.-  excep- 

tion of  a  few  instincos,  wiicu  the  heaviest  cable 
was  being  paid  out  into  d<  opi^h  water,  were  quite 
relieved  of  all  weight ;  and  it  was  evident  from  the 
appearance  of  the  cabh-  parsing  over  ihe  stem  of 
the  ship,  that  -nfTu  lent  s  ack  was  befn;^  p  lid  out 
to  insure  it»  renting  in  every  instance  upon  the 
bottom. 

The  l  iii  i)ii:-)>l;o  t>  liuve  bt-eu  vesy  carefully 
selected,  aii  uf  th^m  tlcar  ot  auchoia^<  s,  ;-n'l  with 
the  exception  of  Benghazi,  tiiere  is  no  dan;jcr  of 
the  shore  entis  being  worn  away  by  attrition.  2^0 
better  pluce,  however,  could  be  round  at  Benghati; 
and  1  havr  leconmie  id.  d  Mr.  Gla>-,  who  has 
leased  the  workin-j;  of  the  line,  to  keep  .•H>iiie  spare 
sliorc-cnds  at  that  stati  n,  so  that  any  accident  tb 
them  miplit  be  repaired  witlioiu  deii»v. 

The  ends  ot  all  the  sec-tions  havf  been  brougut 
underground  into  weil-cohi>ti  uctud  cable-houses  of 
sufficient  dimensions  to  enable  testing  operations 
to  be  conducted  inside  without  havm<;  the  air- 
wiii  in  oiieuit.  This  plan  also  ena bless  the  con- 
nection between  the  air-wire  and  subuuRiae 
cable  to  be  made  !)ecurely  inside  the  cable>4NMMe, 
with  proper  lightnin.'  di>c!iargcrs  placed  tit  the 

S»oint  of  junction.  Un  each  po^-t  oi  ibe  land-line, 
ightning  coiMluctoiv  ata  also  placed* 

Eketrieol  CmlUiea  Coi/e. 

In  dealing  witfi  this  part  of  the  ^estion,  I  shell 

confine  myself  to  a  ver^-  ft  w  retuark^,  preferring 
rather  to  draw  your  special  attention  to  the  veiy 
able  re|iort  of  Dr.  fisselbaeh,  attached  to  tUa 
Report. 

Dr.  Esaelbach  was  selected  in  the  Hrst  instance 
by  'd(  ssrs.  Siemens,  IlaL-^ke,  i:  Co.,  to  proceed  te 
the  Mediterranean,  and  take  duuge  of  their  ela&* 
tricii]  staff,  and  I  am  happy  to  alate,  that  in  my 
p  inion  no  bettt  r  app  intment  could  li.  ve  beea 
made.  He  has  liatl  considerable  exj;ericuce  ta 
testing  lone  siib.i  arine  cables,  which  expertoMa 
has  been  fully  and  ndTnntageouely  broi^itt  to 
bear  in  this  instance. 

I  have  had  the  benefit  of  consultiiii.:  \\:th  Dr. 
Esselb-vch,  not  only  during  the  mauu£^iure  of  the 
cable,  bat  also  during  all- the  final  operations  <Wlk> 
ntcied  uiih  llic  layiiikr,  and  I  am  happy  to  state 
th  »t  upon  tvciy  p  ant      are  perfectly  agreed. 

When  the  contrai  t  \va>  first  decided  upon,  it 
was  stipulated  that  the  electrical  trsfv  doiir^g 
paying  out,  were  to  be  conducted  by  tuu  Govern- 
ment stall.  'Iliis  arrangement  uas,  however, 
alicied  shortly  belbre  this  operation  commeaoodj 
and  it  was  decided.  tt»t  thia  part  of.^  tha  wimli 
should  he  m  dcTiaken  by  the  oontfacton^  and  apon 
their  own  rr?ipon.«i!jilily. 

Ilif.  arrangements  made  by  them  to  oarr^  thb 
into  eilect,  was  the  ordinary  inethoil  previously 
u«ed  in  laying  th*»  Athmtic  and  otiier  cables,  vii,: 
by  taking  five  minute  reversal  tests,  o.-  deiiections 
of  the  galvanometer,  which  tests  were  supeiiB- 
tended  by  Mr.  de  Sauty. 

Pr.  Whitehou-ij,  lio  was  also  on  bo-ird  on  the 
part  ot  the  contractors,  tested  the  cable  pedodi- 
Daily  for  tesiatanee  of  iiiraiation,  by  a  method 

which 
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whieh  to  a  certain  extent  whs  an  adaptation  of 

that  employed  by  Mr.  Siemens;  by  this  means  I 
wus  enaoted  during  tJie  operation  of  payine  out, 
to  draw  a  comparison  Uotwrm  the  then  sUite  of 
the  cable,  and  tbe  Goveiuoteat  teats  previotwly 
"taken« 

fio.  t  Section.— 'Afa/to  to  7rnw/»  (280*2  hnott 
UMe.) 

With  refereoee  to  tbts  aeeiion,  die  electrical 

conHitiijn  of  its  cable  wsh  cnr  fully  and  continu- 
ously watched,  even  on  its  p<ig6age  trom  England 
to  Malta,  and  no  doubt  hat  ev«r  ttUtedias  to  its 
excellent  condition,  with  OM  «Kq>tioo.  .This 
exoeptioti  has  reference  to  the  banting  of  the  coil 
of  shote-end  c.tbie  nn  its  prtssat>e  oui,  and  the 
CuiMequ«ut  lowering  of  it#  io^uiation.  The  insu- 
lation>  however,  appealed  to  be  aatisfactoriiy 
restored  as  aeon  aa  the  cable  was  placed  tiiader 
water. 

During  the  operation  of  paymgontdwiOBulation 
improTcdttl  per  ceni.,  caused  priqcipaUy  by- the 
O'oling  oi  the  cable  passing  from  a  warm  > and 
seivii  drv  siiitc  OUI  of  the  hold  of  ibe  ship  into  the 
«eA,  whicit  en  this  esction  has  an  average  depth  of 
188  fetboma;  7  par  .  cent,  of  the  above  improve 
iner  t  ci  n  only  be  attributed  to  pressur*  . 

Thu  stiCUun,  as  has  l>«en  previously  stated,  was 
finished  on  tbe  30U)  May.  but  n<>  official  test  w«e 
taken  cf  it  until  tite  23rd  August;  it  was  then 
tested  on  every  alieniate  day,  until  the  20tli  Sep- 
tember, .-aid  afterwards  on  every  alternate  day  fi)r 
tbe  30  'dajfs  after  completion  of  the  whole  line. 
The  raaalt  of  tbew  teats  showed  a  slight  impioire- 
jneut  of  insulation  dunng  the  Inst-natned  peridd, 
which  is  satisfactory,  cousidcnqg  the  >tection  li%d 
been  completed  five  months. 

2fo.  2  Section. — Tripoli  to  Benghazi  (607  huds 
ChAb.) 

The  first  4t89j  knots  of  this  section,  oust  of 
Tripoh,  were  l<«id  on  the  .Trd  June,  iniTi  int^'iy 
after  the  completion  of  i\o<  1  Section,  and  ii  will 
be  seen  by  Dr.  EMelbach's  Beport  that  it  in- 
variably tested  welL 

The  completion  of  this  secitOD  dM  not  take 
place  uniil  tin-  completion  of  the  whole  I  ne  on 
the  28th  September,  immediately  after  which  the 
30  days'  olneial  tests  were  commenced. 

Dr.  Es-el!iach,  in  hi>  lepon,  has  |)ouited  out 
in  detail  ail  tke  ciicum.'-tanceji  connected  with  the 
teating  of  the  piece  of  cable  wltich  f<  rros  the  latit 
portion  of  tbis  section,  and  tbe  reiusal  of  the 
eontraeiors  to  ent  H  so  as  to  emble  teats  to  be 

taken  of  the  separate  portions,  «  hieh  was  the  (.nly 
certain  method  of  arriving  at  a  satisfactory  solu- 
tion of  the  cause  of  the  sudden  fall  of  insulation, 
which  occurred  at  Greenwich,  when  the  cable 
waa  being  place  d  on  board  ship,  and  was  denoted 
h^  Uie  aenee  of  tests  taken  on  the  part  of  the 
Ciovmment. 

It  t«  certain  that  the  insertion  of  this  piece  of 
cable  has  slightly  lowered  the  general  insulation 
of  the  whole  section,  aa  compared  with  the  insula- 
tion of  the  flrBt4aid  portion  of  it;  but  this  geoemi 
lowering  is  not  conclusive  evidence  io  ilselCof  41 
fault  existing  m  the  section. 

The  evidence  for  this  could  only  be  obtained  by 
the  proposed  method  oCtesjiog  the.oahie  in  abort 
lengths. 

Conipnrin^'^  the  insulation  of  the  first  \^itli  the 
la»t  day  of  the  period  of  30  days'  official  tests 
after  sabmer$ion,  a  slight  faUiog  off  in  insuhitioa 

0.48. 


was  obsevc'd  at  tbe  latter  "datp,  'aa  anil  be  seen  by  App.  No.  lou. 

reference  to  the  annexed  table. 

It  was  aho  observed  that  the  maximum  and 
minimum  rinv^e  of  vmirtHon  ilurin^   this  [>eriod 
differed  by  ubout  34  per  cenU,  being  somewbat  i«i 
-eateesa  of  the  range  of  varialion  on  'the  f>ther 

scctiong. 

Notuith-tanding,  h-  wever,  the  haul  lest  shuwtJ 
that  the  iosiilation  resistance  of  the  cable  \.  as 
higlier  than  the  standard*  fixed  by  us  and  the 
Gmvernmeitt  Electricians,  Mes^srH,  Siemens  mid 
Hal^ke. 

Since  the  contractnr«i  took  upon  themselves  to 
lay  a  piece  of  eabie  against  the  proteat  of  the 

GovcrnnKUt  engineern  and  electric J.,n>,  f  wmild 
reromniend  that  as  they  hdve  taken  a  workinij 
lease  of  the  line,  ihey  should  be  held  respeinifible 
)br  any  interruption  that  nriy  arise  during  the 
currency  of  their  lease,  on  that  porti<>n  of  the  sec- 
lion  in  which  the  aospicietts  piece  of  cable  was 
insoited. 

The  |x>rtii>n  alladed  to  ia  100  kno<s  in  lengthy 

extending  from  the  junction  of  the  shore  en<l  it!i 
the  main  cable,  or  about  10  knots  went  ol  Ben- 
ghazi, towiirds  Tripoli. 

Aa  this  cable  was  destined  lu  be  laid  in  a  nio- 
derate  depth  of  water  (not  exceedmg  iiO  f.ith<>ms) 
from  which  it  could  at  all  times  be  recovei-ed  ui 
case  of  aujf  £ialt  becoming  eerions,  I  did  not 
•think  it  deeirsble  to  delay  the  completion  of  the 
line  at  that  late  period  of  the  vcar,  and  tlierefare 
proceeded  on  board,  and  witnessed  its  suboK'rHion 
under  protest. 

"No.  3  Section. —  Benghazi  to  Alexandria  ^608 

The  cable  for  (bis  section  was  conve'^ed  in  the 
"  Rangoon,"  in  two  separate  trips.  The  firat  por- 
tion arrived  at  Alexandria  about  the  1st  July,  and 
consisted  of '282  knots  of  cable,  a  large  [«ropoitii  n 
of  which  consisted  of  cible  taken  out  of  the  "  Queen 
Victoria,"  at  Plymootb,  that  bad  been  «qiceed  b> 
unusual  vicissitudes. 

Tbis  cable  was  tested  at  Plymouth,  and  ap- 
pro\(;d  of  by  the  Government  e'l  i'.  im-  imme- 
diately before  its  departure  for  the  Mediterranean  ; 
it  was  not,  however,  tested  on  its  passnge  out, 
as  was  the  case  with  the  cable  <in  board  the 
"  Malacca,"  on  her  hrst  trip.  It  was,  theret',re, 
diilicult  to  account  for  the  undue  h>wness  of  its 
insulation,  as  appeared  by  the  ofiidal  testa  taken 
at  AteKHndria,  on  its  arnval  there,  notwMhatand- 
iny;  the  water  in  the  <  able  cylinders  WMatahijjih 
temperature,  about  11*  Fahrenheit. 

I  saw  no  rea&oti,  however,  why  this  cable  shoukl 
be  subjected  to  the  process  of  cutting:,  and,  per- 
hajis,  coiling  over  in  a  warm  climate,  especially  a.s 
the  very  best  metiiod  of  detecting  any  imperfec- 
tion would  be  presented  durii^  tbe  process  ttt 
paying  out ;  ana  as  tbe  contractors'  etectriciam 
expressed  tlicmselves  satisfied  with  the  sf.ite  cf 
the  cable,  1  offered  no  opposition  to  its  being 
sabmcrgcii,  but  drew  their  speeial  attention  to  the 
necessity  of  taking  very  acciirnte  and  caietul  tests 
of  the  cable  durmg  the  process  <if  submersiion. 
In  addition  to  which,  Mr.  Laws  and  1  watched  its 
electrical  condition,  aa  well  as  the  means  at  our 
dispaeal  adaritted. 

AecordinLr  to  the  ti  ts  tal  i n  !  v  the  contractors, 
the  electrical  state  of  tins  hist  portion  of  the  sec- 
tion improved  daring  the  process  of  submersion, 

nearly 
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lu  arly  TOO  per  cpnt.,  but  owing  to  it'^  low  stale  at 
gtartiitg,  I  i  xj  pcteij  a  gr<»ter  }niiiro*ciiu:uL 

The  iivcra<;e  depth  of  water,  however,  in  this 
case  is  but  33  iatbomft  as  compared  with  138 
fathoms  and  86  fathoms  on  No  1  nnd  9  Sections 
respectively  ;  it  was  therL-forf  not  to  be  expected 
that  the  nnal  iiuuktiou  of  this  cable  would  be 
eqaal  to  that  of  the  other  two  sectioiw. 

TIu;  (  ik!  of  this  piece  of  cable  was  sealed  up  and 
drop{)e<l  in  30  fathoms  in  the  Guifof  Milhr,  uutiic 
]  1th  July  last;  but  it  was  not  until  the  2Dth  August 
following,  or  ader  an  interval  of  48  da^'S,  I  was 
enabled  to  take  an  oiRcial  test  of  it. 

The  oiricial  tests  iliis  piece  of  cable  were 
taken  on  six.  separate  days,  the  la$t  bein^  on  the 
6th  September,  and  the  reanit  proved  that  the  in> 
sulation  of  the  cable  was  considerably  below  the 
point  Dr.  Whitehouse's  final  test,  after  laying, 
pbced  it  at 

I  was  therefore  pleased  to  find  that  on  the  20th 
of  the  same  month,  when  the  seated  end  was 
picked  up  and  propt  riy  insulated,  that  tlic  insula- 
tion rasiatauce  rose  to  112  millions  of  units  from 
79  minions  of  units,  at  which  it  stood  on  the  6th 
Swteniber. 

Between  tlie  20tti  aud  23id  bt;ple;iiber,  the  re- 
maininu  portion  of  this  section  was  laid  by  the 
addition  of  iUl  knots  of  cable,  carried  out  by  ibe 
"  Rangoon  "  on  her  second  trip. 

The  eloctiical  state  of  this  second  portion  calls 
for  no  particular  comment,  further  tlian  what  Dr. 
Ssielhaeh  has  mentioned  in  his  report. 

With  ri  spect  to  the  30  days'  olhcinl  tests  of  the 
complete  section,  I  have  to  observe  that  by  com- 
paring the  first  testa  with  the  last,  u  i^radual  im- 
provement appears  to  have  taken  place  in  its  iosu- 
iatiim,  and  upon  the  whole  it  appeared  above  the 
standard  previously  alluded  to. 

The  extreme  range  or  variation  in  the  tests 
daring  the  month,  amoanted  to  32  per  cent.,  or 
something;;  less  thnn  that  of  No.  2  Section;  that 
of  No.  I  Section  was  25  per  cent 

It  it  difficult  to  account  fur  these  variations  in 
tests,  especially  where  the  daily  conditions  remun 
the  same,  but  such  phenouiena  have  been  found 
to  occur  occasionally  tVoni  the  very  commence- 
ment, and  therefore  they  are  not  witliout  prece- 
dait. 

CoTtrbmioti, 

Looking  at  this  cable  as  a  whole,  it  gives  me 
pleeeure  to  conirratolate  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment on  havini^  laid  what  I  ln;st,  time  will  prove 
to  be  the  best  cable  hitherto  made.  As  to  its 
capacity  for  transmitting  meaa^^  it  may  be  said 
to  have  exceeded  our  expectations,  especially  when 
wc  talte  into  consideration  the  unprecedently  low 
battery  {>ower  witli  wliicli  it  is  practically  worked, 
as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  statement: — 

Knots. 

Ko.  1  Section.  Malta  to  Tripoli  280  3  elements. 

t»    2     t»       Tripoli  lo  Ben- 


ghazi   -       -  607 
Bengliait  to  Alex- 
andria -      -  593 


Total  • 


1,980  19 


Tl\e  Red  Sea  and  Indian  Telcgrai-h  Cable  wag 
considered  (and  properly  so)  a  great  ite.[^  [a  aj. 
vanCe  of  previously  made  cables,  but  the  tnitery 
powiT  employed  in  working  it  for  600  oiile  di^ 
cvits  was  from  dO  to  70  elements,  whereas  in  the 
Malta  and  Alexandria  Ca'ile,  the  same  len:;th  ii 
worked  at  a  higher  sueed,  with  only  four  elemeuu, 
and  were  it  not  for  tlie  existence  of  straoj^  eittfc 
currents,  a  still  lower  battery  power  miglit  In 
uflcd. 

The  speed  of  No.  1  Section  may  be  said  to  be 
limited  only  by  the  proficiency  of  tlie  manipulator; 
upwards  of  96  woriis  a  minnte  have  been  traiu- 
mitted  through  it 

There  is  a  visible  retardation  on  the  other  iwo 
sections,  but  I  consider  12  to  16  words  per  mi. 
nute  may  be  considered  as  the  measme  uf  tli  ir 
transuuttin^  powers,  and  this  speed  1  expect  vnil 
be  practically  maintained. 

When  all  three  sections  were  joined  up  in  one 
circuit  (1,330  knots)  about  four  words  per  minute 
were  transmitted  ;  but  as  this  was  the  result  of 
only  one  trial,  1  consider  this  rate  of  working  to 
be  lower  than  what  oonU  aetoally  be  ohtaind  in 
the  course  of  a  few  trinls. 

It  has  been  found  in  practice  that  an  avera^ 
of  12  messages  per  hour,  of  20  word's  e;icb,  in- 
cluding all  delays  attending  their  trani^niission  and 
acknowledgment,  can  be  easily  transmitted  front 
end  to  end  .  taking  this  average,  and  taking 'he 
length  of  a  working  day  at  20  hours,  tlie  reault  of 
a  year's  worltini;,  exMusive  of  Sundays,  vraold 
amount  to  on  annual  revenue  of  112,6f?0/.,  whid, 
taking  the  cost  of  the  line  at  600,000  woaid 
rc  present  a  gross  pniftt  of  over  29  per  Cent,  or, 
deducting  working  axpeMCS,  a  net  annual  profit  of 
about  20  per  cent. 

Conirary  to  my  expectatinns,  tlicre  were  about 
52  knots  of  spare  cable  ov<ir  and  above,  after 
completing  the  whole  line,  vis.: — 

Sliore  End,  No.  1       «      •   16  knots. 

Ditto  •  No.  2      -      -  28 
Main  cable       •     '      -  18 


It  is  more  in  this  respect  than  in  speed  that  the 
advantage  of  a  large  condnotor  is  onmvable,  and 

this  very  fact  ia  oi  vital  importanoe  with  refeieooe 
to  the  l<M^vity  of  the  line. 


n 


Total  • 


52  kuou. 


This  hii^e  surplus  is  chiefly  owing  to  the  gieit 

Bnccess  tluit  attended  the  paying  out  oftbecablf, 
as  nut  a  yard  was  lost  through  accident  to  tlie 
niacliinery  or  otherwise,  and  as  no  electrical  finilt 
could  be  detoeted  |)assin^  from  the  ship  into!*'? 
sea,  during  the  subiiiers,ion  of  the  1,330  kiiob 
cable,  no  unste  took  place  under  this  head.  1 
consider  this  last  fact  worth  recording  as  jnd^ing 
from  my  own  experience,  I  do  not  believe  ssdi  a 

length  of  cable  ^vas  ever  before  subiiieige.i  without 
lanlts  of  insulation  appearing  after  it  had  pas««d 
into  the  sea. 

This  was  certainly  due  to  the  adoption  of  tht 
water-tight  cable  tanks  on  board  ship,  and  I  ao' 
firmly  ot  opinion  that  they  are  an  essential  portion 
of  the  fittings  of  any  ship  employed  on  aucb  « 
service. 

In  proof  of  this  T  may  mention  that  at  Malta  cc 
one  occasion  a  fault  was  discovered  and  cut  out  ic 
the  centre  of  one  of  the  large  coils  on  board  tLe 
"  Hangoon,"  second  trip,  which,  if  the  cable  had 
not  been  tested  under  water,  would  almost  ta  t 
certainty  have  escaped  notice  until  it  had  bcot 
some  time  at  the  bottom  of  the  sea. 

For  the  purpose  of  storing  the  above-m«itioiied 
spare  cable,  two  large  tanks  have  been  constructed 
in  aonvenient  site  in  tb  e  Quarantine  Ilarbour  at 
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HalU ;  and  m  arranged  that  the  cable  will  always 
be  kept  under  water. 

Before  concluding  this  reports  it  is  hot  due  to  the 
Government  Staff  that  I  shonld  arail  myself  of  this 
opportmiily  uf  drawin::  atteatioii  to  tlie  services 
performed  by  them,  and  to  express  the  great  satis- 
nuetion  I  experienced  in  rapenDtendiag  this  mott 
important  work  from  it^  coiiunencenieotto  itB  final 
completion  in  conjunction  vvitli  them. 

In  ihe  Arst  place,  a  system  of  electrical  tests 
fras  devised  and  carried  out,  which  was  much  more 
perfect  and  delicate  than  any  system  previously 
adopted,  and  it  is  due  to  Meesrs.  Siemens,  Ualake 
&  Co.  to  give  tbem  the  credit  of  introduciiu;  this 
improTcd  method,  which  h«s  been  ably  carriol  into 
practice  hs  tlieir  own  staff,  and  l)y  means  of  instru- 
ments of  their  desij:n  and  iiianulaciure.  No  better 
^roe^  can  be  cjuoted  of  the  excellence  of  the 
fvstem  of  cleclncal  testa  adopted  on  this  occasion 
than  to  btate  that  it  is  now  commg  universally  into 
practice,  and  superseding  the  mode  of  testiog 
adopted  on  former  occasions. 

In  maldnp  thfs  statement  I  nast  add  that  the 
same  system  had  been  partially  adopted  by  Messrs. 
Siemens  in  the  cases  ot'  the  Aden  and  Knrracbee, 
Singapore  and  Batavia,  and  other  Unes. 

On  the-^r  occasions  this-  pvsfeni  of  testing  was 
only  carried  out  liuririi;  tiie  laying,  and  not  during 
the  manufacture  and  voyage  out,  and  the  absence 
of  water-tight  cable  tanas  prevented  the  full  benefit 
of  it  behg  experienced. 

Or.  T^sselhach,  wlio  has  filled  the  position  of 
Chief  Government  Kleciiician  to  the  late  expedi* 
tion  in  the  Mediterranean  has  Bopaiotended  and 
carried  otit  the  official  tests  in  n  most  Bitisfactory 
manner,  as  will  be  seen  by  ins  veiy  valuable  lei^ort 
annexed  hereto. 

Dr.  Esselbacfa  has  received  great  assistance  in 
the  perfbrmanee  of  these  important  duties  from 
Messrs.  Souaerman,  Putch  &  Win,  who  ueie  left 
at  the  different  stations  (Benghazi,  Tripoli  and 
Alexandria),  for  the  purpose  of  taking  tlM  special 
observations  ;u  those  places. 

Mr.  J.  Milner  personally  superintended  on 
bohalf  of  the  Qovemment  the  manufacture  of  the 
outer  covering  of  the  core,  and  ail  the  arrangements 
connected  with  the  shipping  of  Uie  csble. 

T  have  the  greatest  pleasure  in  testifyinij;  to  the 
efficient  manner  in  which  those  duties  were  per* 
formed. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Laws,  who  has  acted  in  the  capacity 
of  assiiitant  to  us  (the  Goverumenl  Engineers) 
from  the  Tciy  eommencement,  ha?  rendered  very 
▼aluable  services,  not  only  in  the  electrical  depart- 
ment (which  is  his  specially),  but  also  in  carrying 
out  all  the  engineering  oprrutioiis  connected  with 
the  laying;  and  I  am  glad  to  have  this  opportunity 
of  atnttng  that  I  have  derived  much  benefit  from 
following  his  adrlce  on  aeveral  important  ooca» 
gions. 

It  now  becomes  my  painful  duty  to  allude  to  the 
death  of  my  late  partner,  Mr.  Liouel  Gtsborne,and 
to  express  my  great  regret  not  only  for  the  personal 
loss  I  have  sustained  in  his  death,  but  fur  his  loss 
professionally,  though  it  occurred  only  alter  a  por- 
tion of  the  cable  was  aetuaOy  shipped,  and  after 
the  whole  plan  of  operations  b!»en  definitely 
settled  as  carried  out  in  the  actual  execution  oi 
tbe  work. 

It  is  a  duty  I  owe  to  his  memory  to  state  ber^ 
that  any  success  that  has  been  dfitained  in  cai^ 


r^ing  out  this  imponant  work  is  due  more  to  App.No.  to. 
his  comprehensive  arrangements  than  to  any  otter 
person  charged  vvith  •^o^^cial  portions  of  it.  It  was 
to  him  esjjecially  liiat  the  adoption  of  the  system 
of  electric  tests  above  alluded  to  is  due,  and 
these  tests  were  devised  to  be  cootinnoas  j  in  order 
to  detect  the  presence  of  small  faults  which 
might  creep  in  during  the  tnrmufacture,  and  until 
the  submersir>o  of  the  cable,  and  which  conld  not 
possibly  be  delected  by  any  system  of  merely  in- 
termittent tests. 

I  had  almost  omitted  to  mention  tisat  in  this  way 
the  dangerous  generation  of  heat  in  the  large  cable 
coils  both  at  the  works  at  Greenwich,  and  on  board 
ship,  was  detected ;  and  means  were  ihetefbra  at 
once  sdccessfully  adopted  to  check  tiiia  aonroa  of 
danger. 

The  system  adopted  in  this  ease  of  dividing 

the  contract  for  the  cable  into  two  part.?  as  ex- 
plained in  the  first  part  of  my  report  worked 
well. 

We  were  thus  enabled  to  test  the  core  at  the 
Gntta  Pereha  Company's  Works;  and  thoroughly 
satisfy  ourfelves  as  to  its  condition  before  allowtng 
it  to  be  sent  to  those  of  ^Icssrs.  Glass  &  Co. 

After  the  cure  bad  left  the  vacuum  and  pres- 
sure tanks,  it  was  carefully  overlooked  and 
examined  inch  by  inch,  when  any  slight  defects, 
such  as  airobobbleB,  niieh  had  boan  made  appa- 
rent by  these  proecMea  weie  immediately  made 
good. 

I  regret  I  have  been  unable  to  condense  this 
report  into  a  smaller  compass;  but  I  desired  to 
place  on  record  every  matenal  Act  that  would  tend 

to  throw  light  upon  so  important  a  subject  as  the 
successful  establishment  oi  submarine  telegraphy, 
and  tend  to  the  advancement  of  the  science. 

The  cable  just  completed  is  the  reauk  of  all  past 
experience  on  this  subject,  and  wiU  nndoabtedly  be 
the  guide  for  some  time  to  come  of  lines  that  nay 
be  hereafter  laid. 

Nowthatthis  line  inlaid,  I  would  not leeonnMDd 
that  it  should  be  subjected  to  the  same  amount  of 
testing;  as  has  hitherto  been  practised. 

Accompanying  this  report  are  charts  upon  which 
the  position  of  the  cable  is  accurately  marked ;  and 
also  a  longitudinal  section  of  the  whole  line,  show- 
inj;  the  depths  of  u  ati  r  throughout,  and  the  nature 
of  the  bottom  as  well  as  the  position  of  the  different 
sized  cables  laid. 

I  also  append  a  tabular  statement  giving  In  a 
concise  form  a  few  details  which  may  be  of  use  for 
future  references. 

Reviewing  the  whole  state  of  the  case  as  repre- 
sented In  this  and  Dr.  EsselbacVs  Report,  it  trtves 
nio  much  pleasure  to  [jiant  this  my  final  certificate 
in  accordance  with  Clause  10  of  ilie  specification, 
viz.,  that  the  cable  at  the  end  uf  tne  30  days 
therein  referred  to  was  in  good  working  ori  r,  and 
to  my  satisfaction  with  re$«pect  to  insulation^  I  ac- 
cordingly endose  hcwwith  n  atalemeni  of  acconnt 
I  have  received  horn  Mcsan.  Glaia,  Elliot  ft  Co. 
of  the  balanees,  fte.  due  to  them  on  the  completion 
of  their  contract,  nmnuntinsi  to  30,835/.  5  s.  4  d. 
To  which  sum  I  consider  they  are  justly  entitled. 

I  bav^  Sec* 
(dgned)     H,  CL  J«nfe. 

The  Secretary  Board  of  Tiad^ 
Whitohall,  LondoiL 
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IffiPORT  fixNn  Br,  EmhVki/^  aocompanying  C  A  Porde^n  Report  to  die  Boerd  of  Trade,  dated 

Malta,  the  lat  NofisDifaer  1861. 


Malta,  Dunsford's  Hotel, 
Sir,  SI  Octob?rl861. 

ArraB  having  tmvmA  yesterday  per  telegraph 
from  the  diflfeivnt  stations  Hnai  intonnntion  about 
the  tests  up  to  Ibe  S8tb  iostaoi,  1  beg  to  lay  the 
ilblbmbg  report  befcni  you,  ni^eet  lo  coimrma^ 
tiou  and  completion  hy  letter  of  the  tctegrams 
alluded  to,  which,  however,  I  consider  correct,  and 
the  ooinpletion  of  whicli  will  moedy  ooaeeni 
questions  of  lece  direct  importance. 

Respecting  fi|(ures,  I  beg  to  refer  ia  most 
mmuntes,  and  onoe  lor  all  to  the  aeeompanyiog 

diagr  iiiis  : 

1.  All  three  ■actioM  are  ia  perfect  working 

9.  The  imtdation  and  resutanee  is  aad  was  from 

llie  bti:iiniiiii(  of  diiferent  amount  in  the  three 
sectioii'^^  u»i  I  he  accompaQying  diagrams  show. 

The  Malta-TVipoU  cable  being  the  best,  the 
Tripoh'Bengbazi  coming  next  to  it  and  the  Ben- 
ghazi^ Alexandria  being  lowest,  all  three  cables  are 
at  present,  nrni  since  submersion,  of  hiiiher  insula- 
tion than  the  slaudard  fixed  by  Messrs.  Siemens, 
HakkeftCo. 

3.  All  three  cables  tested  after  rabmerslon  equal 

wiih  prvsit  vo  ai  d  npc^ntive  currents,  and  did  so  not 
only  alter  the  first,  but  also  after  the  third  and  28Ui 
innvtee  of  the  testa  «itb  perfect  regularity.  , 

4.  The  polarization  (clectrificution)  was  ako  foi- 
all  three  cables  tbrouuhoui,  normal  duriDg  the  30 
dayi>  and  equal  for  poiitire  and  negative  cuirents, 
nhich  i!>  ol*  great  importaaoe  iu  jodging  die 
cables. 

On  two  ocoMtoiis  (n«g.  ini).  Malta,  30  Augostf 

r  v:  ills.  Alexandria  on  30th  Scpteiiihcr),  an 
Citrdiirdumry  pulurizutii  lU  was  obsci  vvd,  but.  iti  both 
caaes  the  tests  from  the  othur  •  of  the  L^nuie  cable 
were  perfectly  normal  as  well  as  the  testa  of  it  on 
ibe  dayti  before  nod  after  from  both  ends. 

I  do  iK'l  t'lLrLfuie  alUicti  much  iuipoi taiico  to 
these  exceptiouH,  as  they  were  iu  all  jtrabability 
caused  by  some>hing  external,  altliough  I  do  not 
feel  juetined  to  omit  tliem  altogether. 

5.  Thf  rrsi^t  men  of  thn  copper  wire  was  found 
n  irmal.  The  iiua^urin^;  uf  it  was  to  a  high  de- 
gree embarrassed  by  earth  current-i,  which  will  be 
treated  of  extensively  in  the  Appendix ;  but  it  was 
nentrthelrss  possible  to  arrive  by  altematB  testa  of 
|H-i»liive  and  ne^afivc  mrrents  ut  mean  results  of 
suthcient  exactness  (o  prove  tliat. 

The  resistances  of  toe  copper  wire  in  units  are 
the  following: 

a.    1st  section,  3,827  per  knot. 

2n<!    „       3,738  „ 

8rd     „       3,700  „ 

.  6.  The  resistanoe  of  the  eopper  wtrc  varies  not 
much,  but  we  cannot  overlook  a  steady  mereara  of 

one  fier  cent  in  each  of  the  sections  con  esjiondiii^ 
to  MU  tucreuae  of  temperature  of  4|  degrees 
P.  just  ooDtrary  to  what  ivoold  be  expei^  ia  the 
decline  of  the  seasoAi 

-  a.  I  have  not  bem  able  to  diseovwr  any  rebtioa 

0.48. 


between  the  curves  of  insnlation  and  those  of  the 

variation  of  temperature  of  the  cables  as  repre> 
sented  directly  by  their  coj)per  reitieiance,  espe- 
cially I  did  not  find  any  tiiircs  in  tfiem,  which 
would  in  themselves  exphiin  the  marked  change 
of  tite  Tripoli-Benghaii,  nor  tlie  iuproveoenl  of 
the  Alexaiidria  Cable. 

7.  If  the  sjjeciric  lesistaiict!  nf  tlic  copper  wire 
Could  be  tak(  n  as  equal  tliruughuut,  and  at  3*7 
(at  20!>.  cel.)  fiD"  Fahrenheit,  tlie  relative  resistance 
of  the  lines  as  above-mentioned  would  indicate  the 
average  temperature  of  the  cables  to  be 

lot  section,  75  degrees  Fahrenheit 

and  „  716  „ 
8rd    „  „ 

but  this  statement  is  improbable,  as  it  represents 
the  section  in  the  deepest  water  at  the  highest 

tempcrnture,  and  that  in  the  shallowest  water  at 
the  lowesit;  this,  if  true,  wuuld  tend  to  make  the 
difference  in  the  speeifie  insulation  cS  the  three 
lines  still  wider. 

I  am  glad  tu  find  eufficient  evidence  in  Messrs. 
Siemens  former  t  sts  of  the  eiiLle^,  to  make  it 
probable  that  the  average  speri&c  resistance  of  the 
copper  of  the  three  lines  is  safliciently  diflerent 
from  each  other  to  arcouut  for  the  above  difier- 
encc  without  iji  anv  way  recuiriog  to  temperature* 

The  slighter  difliereoce  of  continuity  ean  be  doe 
equally  to, 

1.  the  length  being  aetoally  greater  than 

given. 

2.  A  higher  specific  resi-ilance. 

3.  A  higher  tempeiaturc. 

On  acci>uut  of  uncertaiuties  about  the  length  of 
cables,  Messrs.  Siemens  had  often  been  nnuKe  to 
arrive  i:  definit'-  result-. 

if  the  length  of  a  cable  is  actually  less  than 
what  has  been  stated,  the  specific inaonttion  would 
appear  worse,  as  the  temperature  i*  supposed  to  be 
lower  from  the  smaller  copper  refistanue,  which 
in  reality  is  due  to  the  shorter  length.  At  the 
same  time  it  appears  better  in  the  reduction  to 
knots  widi  the  wrung  length ;  bdt  the  first  error 
will  overbalance  the  other  in  this  eese^  and  tfice 
ver«d. 

Too  many  opportunities  are  not  offered  to 
science  whereby  information  respeeting  submerged 
cables  can  be  obtained,  that  any  of  them  can  be 
spued,  it  is  therefore  necessary  ihatthe  greatestcare 
should  be  taken  in  future  to  ascertain  the  specific 
resistsnees,  and  with  that  ead  in  view,  the  enet 
indicatioti  of  the  lengths  shotttd  be  enlbcoed  b)r 
the  specification. 

A  certain  increase  of  insnlation  resistance  was 
to  be  expected  from  the  pressure  after  submersion, 
viz.,  2  per  cent,  fur  every  additional  100  lbs.  per 
square  inch,  acc»rdin!;  to  the  nffioial  tests  of  UMI 
cable  at  the  Gutta  Percha  Works. 

Aceordlng^to  the  ibllowiag  average  depths  in 
ulii.li  the  tbiL-e  cables  are  laid  (with  which  you. 
have  kindly  furnished  me  at  rough  averages)  the 
average  pressures  on  the  caUee  aroslited  opposite, 
to  them  as,  well  as  die  peNoentsge  of  improve- 

4  n  8  meut 
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All  tliree  tables  uuproved  by  submersion  in  a 
much  higher  degree. 

8.  In  ail  three  lines  a  decided  steady  variation 
of  the  iosttlatioD  was  observed  during  tht;  30  days, 
as  the-  curves  show.  They  look  place  on  different 
series  of  days  in  the  three  lines,  viz.,  in  the  first 
Motion  on  and  about  the  18th  October;  in  the 
second  section  on  nnd  iib<nil  ilie  21st;  and  in  the 
3rd  section  during  the  wiiole  ot  the  above  time. 

As  the  tests  Irom  both  ends  of  each  line  coi  i  o- 
borate  each  other  minuteiy,  wUitst  on  the  same 
days,  and  tested  with  the  lume  instraments,  the 
nei"hli  ->iiriiig  lines  showed  dilFercnt  vaiiatiun^;,  it 
is  out  of  the  que«((ion  to  look  for  hu  al  causes  in 
the  stations  or  to  the  weather  (wliich  was  Stormy 
and  dump  at  Malta  and  Tnp>4i,  but  fine  at  Ben- 
ghazi during  the  middle  aud  tiid  of  October)  as 
having  influenced  the  instruments  and  eonneclions. 
There  was  further  no  variation  of  temperature  to 
account  for  it   I  am  further  convinced  that  we 
liave  not  to  look  to  earth  cui-ents  f.u-  an  explann- 
tion  ol  this,  and  I  avail  myself  ot  this  ojipovtunity 
to  state  BO  at  once  in  order  to  negative,  if  possiM^ 
an  addition  1 5  ilie  lis^t  of  "  mysterious  "  causes. 
There  is  no  doubt  but  that  tliese  variations  take 
place  in  the  insulation  of  a  line  itself,  and  I  don't 
see  tliat  it  can  be  much  otherwise,  considering  tliat 
we  deal  with  the  electric  quality  of  a  vegetaUe 
material ;  that  is  to  say,  with  an  organic  suhstauce 
from  which  numerically  such  constant  physical 
qualities  are  never  expected  as  from  inorganic 
mineral  substances,  and  which  is  reduced  here  to 
numerical  tests  with  the  most  delicate  of  nature's 
forces.    The«e  chanrres  may  be  due  to  just  ns 
periodical  a  came  as  if  they  were  due  to  tempera' 
ture,  and  like  the  latter  be  perfectly  harmless;  in 
tact  they  'ire  not  without  precedent  in  the  former 
official  tests.  But  they  argue  the  necessity  of  set- 
tling in  a  future  specineation  what  limits  m  e  to  be 
all o\v.  rl  f  r  t!iem  without  Inking;  them  for  indica- 
Itous  ot  a  dangerous  weukuens — of  a  fault. 

ft.  After  tlAtiilg  tbe^e  facts,  which  apply  to  the 
three  cables  in  geocrali  you  will  now  permit  me  to 
give  a  short  re»tiD6  of  the  tests  of  each  of  the 

BOCtUHIi* 

No.  1  Seedon.-'jlfoA'a  to  Tr^poU. 

The  Malta-Tripoii  section  being  the  best,  had 
the  advantage  of  being  brought  oat  and  sub- 
merged in  the  earlier  part  of  the  year.  The  cable 
showed  in  the  voyage  out  great  variations  in  re- 
sistance, but  the  electrihcation  was  regular;  the 
variations  iu  resistance  are  satisfactorily  explained 
hy  the  temperatnrB  and  die  remarks  aboat  the 
water  in  tanks.  This  cable  in  o;cncrol  tested  lower 
than  the  aft  hold  'Cable  of  the  same  ship  (hrst  part 
of  Bengbasi-THpoU  aectiun)  but  its  temperature 
was  also  as  a  general  rule  sufHcicnlly  hiG;her  to 
account  for  this.  On  the  final  tests  at  Malta  it 
pcriaiized  kM  than  the  eft  hdd  eaWe.  After  it 


h.id  been  laid  in  May  we  had  opportunity  to  test 
it  from  the  2Srd  of  August  till  tlie  28th  October, 
only  interrapted  by  operations  with  another  cable 
in  the  latter  half  of  September.  It  gliowcd  nbdut 
16  per  cent,  iiujjrovement since  tested  laai  on  board 
ship,  and  rrmained  rather  equal  during  the  time, 
with  the  sole  excepiione  of  the  tests  of  18th 
October,  already  alluded  to  in  the  preceding  para- 
graph. 

The  lesls  of  this  section  from  Tripoli  are  throt^i- 
out  about  8  per  cent,  lower  than  those  from  Mttti, 
which  probably  is  due  to  an  unreduced  constant 
ditlerence  in  the  instruments  at  the  two  ends,  bat 
it  certainly  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  msuhtkiL 

No.  S  Sectioo.— 3V^»  to  Ba^kaxL 

10.  The  first  portion  of  thi:*  cable  came  oat  at 
the  same  time  with  the  Malta-Tripoli  cable,  on 
board  Malecea,"  in  April.  It  was  te<^ted  on 
the  voyage  out,  and  Ht  M;)1»a.  principally  by  .Mr. 
Putsch.  Tlifc  same  remarks  aj)j)ly  lo  it  as  to  the 
forehold  cable  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  pare* 
eraph.  After  it  bad  been  laid  down  <rarty  in 
June)  we  obtdned  an  opportunity  to  test  Ttfraa 
the  23rd  Auirust  till  20th  Septe'mber  (when  the 
operations  fur  completing  the  unfinished  sections 
began). 

During  this  time  it  showed  a  hiL'^i  r"':'st3nce, 
but  also  changes,  as  alluded  to  in  para;^ruph  S, 
especially  about  the  »th  September. 

f  he  second  portion  of  tail  cable  is  enHtled  to 
greatest  attention.  It  was  put  oo  board  "  Ma- 
lacca" early  in  August,  at  Greenwich. 

On  the  13th  August,  after  several  miles  bad 
been  joined  to  it,  it  fell  suddenly  one-third  in  io* 
sulation ;  that  fact  was  only  discovered  alter  the 
second  day,  but  from  Messrs.  Siemens  report 
(^21st  August)  It  appears  thai  the  Wi.ter  did  BOt 
reach  the  weak  spot  until  after  that  period. 

As  the  cable  did  not  go  up  during  the  ibllowiag 
week,  it  was  cut  in  two  pieces.  These  pieces 
tested,  as  is  shown  by  the  blue  and  red  lines.  The 
suspicious  ])art  tested  fully  one-third  lower  than 
t!  r  thei.  In  this  state  the  cable  left  England, 
ill.  J  Messrs.  Siemens  and  yourself  protested  agaiast 
its  leaving. 

ill  Malta,  the  cable  was  again  tested  byme  (ss 
per  luy  report,  dated  17th  September).  The  two 
pieces  hati  l  oth  fallen  in  insulation,  accordin^j  to 
temperature.  But  the  suspicious  piece  was  stili 
in  the  same  proportion  lower  than  the  oAer* 
Besides  this,  it  polarized  more  than  double  as 
much  with  positive  as  with  aegatire  cuirents. 

As  the  contractors  did  not  share  our  opinioOy 
we  requested  only  one  cut  to  settle  the  quesdoo. 
It  was  reftised,  and  the  cable  was  laid  in  its  then 
condition,  joined  t.)  a  four  times  greater  length  of 
sound  cable ;  the  doubtful  symptoms  disappeared 
in  the  new  average.  The  tests  of  Ae  other  caUe 
in  tliat  ship  showed  nothing  uncommon. 

The  whole  section,  atter  being  completed* 
shov^ed  a  re»ateixe  above  the  standard. 

No  difierence  was  observed  at  eitiier  end  at  any 
time  between  the  positive  and  negative  tests,  and 
their  polarization. 

The  polarization  remained  also  in  pronortioa  to 
tte  vanatioa  of  its  resistance  mi  and  daring  tke 
21st  October. 

iSut  the  slightest  change  is  observable  betweeS 
the  tests  from  the  two  ends,  which  speaks  iolelT 
and  chiefly  in  favour  of  Siemen's  instruments,  and 
does  credit  to  the  inlelligeat  way  in  which  they  were 
handled  by  Messrs.  mn  andf  Sonnemaii;  and  by 

Mr.  PStscbt 
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Mr.  PSlich,  at  Alexandria  (to  which  fleetion  this 
whote  lenrariL  tSm  app]tes}w 

No.  3  Section. — Bevghazi  to  Alexandria. 

The  same  applies  to  tlie  first  easterly  Iiolf  of 
the  Alomndria-lJenghazi  section,  oa  which  I  re* 
ported  to  Vf>ii  fill  (lie  4th  July  last. 

It  lesleil  unduly  low  before  being  laid  down, 
although  without  signs  of  a  direct  fault,  but  so  as 
to  call  into  retjuiiition  the  most  delicate  testing 
during  submersion ;  and  it  was  underatood,  I  be- 
lieve, tlidt  you  only  consented  to  its  belns^  paid 
out  in  cuntiideralion  that  it  was  to  be  laid  ui  very 
shalluvv  water,  and  that  a  cut  would  bc  easier 
obtained  iflfr  paying  out,  and  w  iild  involve  les.* 
risk  to  the  cable  than  what  lui^iit  huve  arisen  i'rom 
the  delay  attending  the  uncoiling  of  it  under  tbe 
ciKMimstaocea  in  Alcjcandria. 

innien  Mr.  PtitMh  tested  that  cable  again  after 
two  months,  on  the  20ih  Septembfir,  it  was  found 
sufficiently  improved  and  ubuve  the  standard; 
I  speak  here  ot  Mr.  Putsch's  te!<t  on  the  20th  Sep- 
tember, wlieii  the  buoyed  end  had  been  taken  up 
and  the  end  safely  insulatet). 

On  the  5th  September  tbe  cable  tested  low,  but 
it  was  oouteuded,  and  Deems  to  be  probable,  that 
Oie  cad  had  not  be«i  wetl  aeakd.  (Sm  Appendix.) 


This  second  half  oF  the  cable  tealed  normaL  Hie  App.  No^io/' 

teste,  durini;  tlie  30  days  of  this  section,  can  only 
bc  looked  at  with  satisfuctiuu,  as  they  show  a  steady 
improvement  in  the  cables. 

It  must  be  deeply  regretted  that  the  opportunity 
was  lost  to  insure  us  about  tbe  state  of  a  few 
miles  of  the  middle  (or  No.  2)  section. 

With  this  exception  the  three  cables  can,  (  be- 
lieve, fairiy  be  called  sowid,  and  in  as  perfect  and 
satisfactory  a  stnte  as  any  Other  laid  down  up 
to  the  present  day. 

I  have  the  satisfuction  to  state  that  Mr.  Laws 
agrees  with  me  us  to  the  abore  in  detail,  and  in 
general. 

It  is  with  deep  re^ri  f  ili  .t  [  i-n  report  in 
my  own,  and  not  in  the  name  of  Messrs.  Siemen'^ 
Ilalske,  &  Co.,  but  evflfy  one  irfU  know  suffi- 
ciently of  tho  nbove  cfintfsfH  lo  render  nnhi  ftooai 
the  things  wuicii  arc  C<£.sar's. 

Yours,  Stc. 
Dr.  lissclbaiAf  Chief  Electrician 
of  the  Government  Staff  on  this 
Expedition. 

To  H.  C.  Forde,  Esq., 
Government  Enjpneer  to  Malta-Alexandria 
Telegrapfa. 


a43. 


4H8 


Digitized  by  Google 


599 


▲ppun>ix  xo  &EPOET  rfiOtf  xbb 


Appendix,  No.  11. 


PAPEKS  hniultd  m  by  Mr.  James  RusMell. 


Tarn  CoHFAKT**  Fubbt,— Liwbs  or  the  Ixdux  Oobait. 
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JUessnfftiTies  Impiriahs.-^  Services  of  the  Indian  Ocean. 
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K0TE8  relating  to  the  Services  of  the  Indian  Ocban. 


1.— Lines  of  Hong  Kong,  Shanfjhai,  and  Japan. 

The  dates  and  hours  of  departure  from  Mar- 
seilles, out,  and  fritm  Yokohama,  Shanghai,  and 

Honp  Konpr,  returning,  are  imperative. 

Nevertheless,  in  case  of  unforeseen  slowness  of 
passage,  and  such  as  to  compromise  the  fixity  of 
the  date  of  departure,  the  duration  of  stoppage 
at  Yokohama,  Shanghai,  and  Hong  Kong  return- 
ing, islidll  he  ('etermined  by  common  au^ieement 
between  the  maiUmasler  on  hoard,  the  com- 
man<i('i  of  the  packet,  and  the  Company  &  a|;eut, 
so  that  »uch  sta^  should  not  exceed  the  delay 
provided  by  the  time-tubles. 

IHiiinLT  thi'  south-west  lu^jiiso  'ii,  tliat.  is  to  say, 
during  the  months  of  April,  May,  June,  July, 
August,  and  Septemher,  the  departare«  from  Yo* 
kohiiiiiu,  fiom  S!iannhai,  and  Irom  Hontf  Kon^^, 
ou  lite  rtiuin  vuyage,  ere  exceeded  by  two  days, 
unless  the  regulat^  diication  of  stoppage  baa  not 
been  cxh  iustcd. 

Savini^  the  exceptions  mentioned  in  sec.  1,  the 
duration  of  tlie  sto|)pa[;es  in  the  purls  of  call  in- 
dicated ill  the  lime-tables  ia  the  maximum  which 
can  be  shortened  by  common  agreement  between 
the  mail-nmster  on  board,  the  commander  of  the 
packet,  and  the  Company's  agent.  This  agree- 
ment atfurds  cliiefly  the  power  of  profiting  by  the 
gtin  whidv  will  reault  ftoni  the  periodical  return 
m  months  of  thirt^f-one  days,  as  well  as  by  every 
gain  o(  time  (jbtainc  1  in  nnvifration,  saving  the 
case  of  imperative  date  of  departure.  However, 
the  normal  stoppage  of  34  hours  provided  by  the 
port-of-call  ()(  SaiLjon  must  only  be  shortened  by 
the  authority  of  the  Governor  of  the  Colony. 

In  case  of  delay  in  arrival  at  Sbantrhai  and 
Hong  Kong  in  the  reirnrn  voyages  of  packets 
coming  from  Yokohamt  wd  Shanghai,  th«  maxi- 
nnutii  St  >y  ^hali  be  five  day*  beyond  the  r^folated 
date  ol  departure. 

In  cane  of  delay  hi  the  arrival  at  Point  de  Galle 
of  the  packet  coming  from  Calcutta,  the  maximum 
of  stay  shall  be  three  full  days  hi'voiul  the  regu- 
lated date  of  departure. 

The  packet  coming  froio  Hong  Kong  to  Shang^ 
hai  must  not  leave  Hon^  Kong  till  amr  the  arri- 
val of  the  pocket  coming  from  Suez.  Tiu'  yinrket 
going  from  Shanghai  to  Yokohama  must  not 
feave  S^iunghtti  till  after  th«  arrival  of  the  packet 
coming  from  Uong  Kong. 

a.— £^«/roM  Poinf  d*  GmB*  t»  Cakwtta, 

The  date  of  departure  from  Calcutta  on  the 
return  voyage  towwda  Point  de  Qaile  u  alone 


imperative.  The  duration  of  ihe  restr;  in  theporffl- 
of-call  is  the  maximum,  which  the  Company  re- 
serve the  power  of  shortening.  The  packet  of 
the  Calcutta  line  must  not,  m  any  case,  leave 
Point  de  Qalle  till  after  the  arrival  of  the  packet 


coming  from  Suez. 


3.— Ztae  frpm  Singapore  to  Batavitt, 

The  date  of  elf]  nrtiire  from  Batavia  on  (he  re- 
turn voyage  towards  Singapore  is  idooe  impera- 
tive. The  packet  of  the  Batavia  line  does  not 
quit  Sinirnporc,  in  any  case,  till  after  the  afrival 
of  tlio  iracktt  ciiining  frum  Suez. 

During  the  souih-wefti  mon&oon,  the  dates  of 
departures  from  Batavia  may  be  adrawed  two 
days;  but  there  must  alwnys  be,  between  the  ar* 
rival  at  Batavia  from  Sinmipori'  ;ind  the  departure 
from  Batavia  for  Singapore,  a  delay  suthcient  for 
the  accomplishment  of  commercial  operations, 
i  rovid<  (!  a ! ways  that  auch  deky  does  not  exceed 
48  hours. 


4»—LijUiJr<m  Man    '    /   La  J?Ami«i  and  the 

Mauritius, 

The  dales  and  hoars  of  departure  from  Mar- 
seilles to  the  Maurtiius  and  from  the  Mauritius, 
on  the  return  voyage,  are  alone  imperative. 

The  duiation  of  the  stoppages  m  the  ports-of- 
cali  indicated  in  the  time-table  is  the  niaxiiaum 
which  the  Company  reserves  the  povier  o(  shorlen- 
iog  in  tiie  interest  of  ibe  acceleration  oi  postal 
navigation.  It  has  chiefly  the  power  of  pr^tfitiug 
hv  the  pain  of  time,  which  would  result  from  the 
pciioiiical  return  ol  ihe  uiuiitbs  of  '6\  days,  ami  of 
every  (^am  of  time  ot^tained  in  navigation. 

If  tJie  state  of  the  roadstead  at  the  port>of-<all 
of  La  Reunion,  either  going  or  returning,  should 
not  permit  ves-sele  to  luteriouununicate  with  the 
shure  daring  the  stay  there,  the  passei^ens,  mails, 
and  goods  draaU  be  transhipped  (e  the  feeder 
(or  jiort-boat)  of  the  colony. 

The  stoppage  nt  Mah^,  uu  the  outward  voyage, 
does  not  take  place  during  the  south-west  mon- 
soon,  that  is  to  say,  during  the  moaihs  of  Jane, 
July,  and  August. 

In  case  ol  delay  in  the  arrival  at  Sues  of 
the  packet  from  the  Mauritius,  the  departure  of 
the  packet  firom  Alexandria  would  be  retarded. 
This  packet  would  leave  Alexandria  on  tlie  I2th 
nt  latest,  if  at  3  p.  h.  ou  the  l-2th,  the  arrival  of 
thettaiket  from  the  Mauritius  (at  Soet)  dheiltd 
not  have  been  signalled  by  telegraphs  % 


0.43. 


4h4 


Digitized  by  Google 


Anmmx  to  bevobt  vbom  sbb 


Appendixj  No.  J  2. 


CORRESPOI^DENGE  received  from  the  Foreign  Office,  and  Uttd  before  the  Comroittea 

by  the  Clerk  of  the  Committee. 


Sir,  Foreign  Office,  3tf  AfxH 

I  AX  directed  by  the  Earl  of  Clarendon  to  tnoainit  to  you,  for  the  mfennation  of  Oe 

East  India  Telegraph  Communication  Committee,  the  Mcconipanyin^  <^opy  a  despatch 
which  has  been  addressed  by  the  Ottoman  Minister  for  Foreign  Atiaii-s  to  the  Otiomao 
Ambassador  nttitis  Court,  rdutive  to  the  working  of  that  portion  of  (he  Indo-Eufopeaii 
telegraph  whiob  passes  through  the  Turkish  dominionB. 

I  am,  &c. 

The  Chairman  of  the.  (aigned)      £,  HoammdL 

East  India  Telegraph  Communication  Committee, 
lloiiee  of  Commons. 


Sublime  Porte. — Minist^re  des  Affaires  iiitrang^res. 

Monsieur  le  Ambassadeur,  Le  11  Avril  1866, 

J'ai  re^u  ladcp^che  que  Voire  Excelleace  a  bien  voulu  m'adresser  le  ]"  Mars,  N°  *239&/32, 
pour  me  transmettre,  avec  ud  article  defonddu  "Times,"  le compte-rendu  d'une discussion i 
la  snila  de  iaaoelle  la  Cbambre  des  Communes  a  adopt^  une  propositton  ayant  poar  objella 
MmiaatioD  cnra  GomM  chared  de  s'eoqn^rir  de  la  manlire  oont  aetneUemmt  est  deswrvie 
laligne  Kflfipraphique  entre  I  Aii<:Ietf  rre  et  les  Indes,  h  travers  la  Turquie. 

Le  Gouvememenl  Imperial  ne  peut  que  se  f^liciter  de  la  realisation  du  projet  con^u  par 
la  Cbambre  des  Communes.  11  le  dtere  d*autant  plus,  qo'il  est  assur^  d'avanee  que  b 
Oomi'''  dVnqiiftc  dont  il  s'agit  trouvrra,  i  sa  grande  surprise,  les  choses  ^tabliet  sooa  un 
tout,  autre  |)oint  que  cetui  dans  Icqiui  elica  sont  envisag6es  en  Ano;leterre. 

Par  la  declaration  du  "  Times  "  nH-me,  on  croit  en  Angleterre  que  les  dep^-ches  redlgees 
fSk  langues  ^traog^res  sont  re^uei  en  Turquie  par  des  agents  ignorant  compktement  de  ces 
Isngues,  et  n*€tant  fiimiliers  seulement  qu'eveo  la  langue  Turque.  Cette  supposition  eat 
d'autant  moins  fondle,  que  jp  n'h^sifemis  pas  &  declarer  formcllemcnt  que  de  toules  les 
administrationn  (|ue  tr<iverBent  les  correspondances  de«  hides,  TAdmrnistration  Ottumaue  est 
me  des  celles  sur  le  r^sean  de  Isqudle  CSS  mfimes  d^pucbes  sulriasmt  le  moins  de  deterio- 
rations. II  m'est  tr^s-facile  d'appoyer  c-e  qui  precede  par  des  preuves  evidentes  qui  sont  A 
la  disposition  de  la  Direction  Gen^rsle  des  Lignes  I'eiegraphiques  de  rEmf>ire. 

II  est  iiotoire,  en  outre,  qu'eii  dehors  rlu  |;crsonnel  international  de  radniinisiration  affecte 
au  service  de  la  cortvspondance  Indo-Europeeone,  etlequel  n'est  pas  cotnpietementdtraiiger 
Jlhi  langue  dans  l«<)aelle  oette  eonrespcodance  cat  eoD^ni^  dea  employes  Anglais  out  ft6 
installes  dans  les  principales  stations  a  iranslatioa  de  Fempiref  oilles  dqidehea  Indo^Boio* 
pannes  pcuvent  t* tre  re^-ue**  et  transmise*. 

Qnant  aux  retards,  variant  de  cinq  k  91  jours,  et  qui  font  I'objet  principal  de  toutes  les 
•discussions  et  r^claoiatioos  dont  il  s  ugit,  je  suis  heureux  de  pouvotr  afBrmer  que,  depuis 
repoque  de  I'inaujjtiration  de  In  correspondance  Indo-Europlrnneft  travers  la  Turquie,  alors 
■que  la  graiuie  ligne  de  TAsie  ne  faisait  que  conimeneer  u  tonctionner,  et  qu'elle  se  trouvait 
encore  dans  des  conditions  peu  satisraisantes,  malgre  les  perturbations  pcoduitea  sur  diveries 
•ecttcns  de  son  parcours  par  des  hivers  rigenreox  et  d'autres  eauses  majeures,  aucnne 
depfiche  n'a  subi  un  retard  aussi  lonp-  que  celui  que  signnle  le  "Times." 

Ces  inegulaiitvs  aussi  regrettablcti  concertient  ies  correspondances  Indo-Europeennes 
qui  empruntent  len  lignes  Russea. 

En  Ao^tetcrie,  lea  expSditeura  de  oes  t6l4grammaa  igmnent  I'exiatence  d'une  autre*  voia 
qne  la  voie  fHtomane,  et  attribnent  naturenement  le  tort  ft  fAdminittration  Imp^riale.  Je 
me  pluis  ( II  niemc  teni|)s  a  voiis  informer  I  '^  ilf-  ilc=;  rcnseii:neraent!*  fournis  tout  recem- 
meiit  a  la  Dirertion  Genei ale  par  Monsieur  le  Dclcguc  des  Teie^raplies  Indo-^Europ^ens 
ft  Ccnstantiuuple,  que  du  T' au  12  Fevrier  dernier,  sur  405  dep^ebes  qui  ont  M  tranaitC. 
par  Ic^  lij^nes  OttomaneB,  le  plus  ^rund  delii  subi  par  elles  ne  d^puFse  pas  en  mnyenne 
plus  d'un  jour,  lU  uiinuteii  el  40  secundeij ;  tandis  que,  par  con  ire,  sur  128  teiegrammes 
diriges  par  les  lignes  Russes  pendant  le  ni^me  intervalle,  le  tempo  moyen  Mliplcy^  poor 
leor  transmission  atteini  le  chifire  de  17  joura  et  buit  minutes. 

Bn  ddiom  de  cet  avantage  des  lignen  Ottomanea  sor  lea  lignes  Raisea,  depnia  ft  pen  pr^ 
tnia  moia  et4  de  larea  exeqrtiooa  pris,  lea  d^pdehea  profemmt  et  ft  destinatioa  deo  Indes, 
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»oni  tnuismifles  directeinent  de  Fas  i  Aiexinutj,  c'est-i-dircj  aont  dotinees  d'une  frouli^re  de      Afp.  No.  ig. 
la  Tarqaie  d'Asie  k  une  fronti^re  Ottomane  de  I'Burop*,  «t  met^vertdt  Mns  «^oani«r  dans 
ancuti  poele  uitflrn^diura  dct  I'empife. 

A  ta  suite  de  tons  ces  anuitaffii  tridents  et  fond^a  que  prtaeatmt  les  li^es  dv  rfcean 
Ottoman,  dan^  le  but  de  rendrc  a  I'Ailmiuis!!  I'Mii  i      f  mi1  It-  m'li  e  qui  lui  iippar- 

tient,  et  qu'on  tie  lui  reconnait  la  direction  des  itiiegrtipbei)  de  I'etupire  acru  opportim 
d^Mlres»er  aux  principales  adminisiratioas  t^l^grapliiqaea  de  remirite,  uue  aote  circulaire 
dans  lauiit'Ilo  ell>>  leur  fournit  tonte-!  les  infjrin:itious  de  nature  h  faire  acqui'rir  a  rAdminls- 
tration  Iiupci  iale  touti-  la  consideration  qui  )ui  est  due  et  a  faire  eviter  au  (tublic  de  lui 
attribuer  injustcroent  den  irrc<:^iilariti's  qui  nc  provieonent  pas  de  eon  fciCf  nuua  qin  aont 
iiBpuiabies  aux  lignes  dee  auties  adminisUatiooa. 

En  Toas  priant,  Hondeur  rAattHMiadear,  de  voue  er  aupr^  de  qui  de  droit  dans  le 
aeiM  des  nhsi  rvations  qui  precedent,  pour  recti6cr,  S,  ITionneui  tie  notre  administration 
||il%raphique,  toute  supposition  erronn4e  k  son  £gard,  je  saisis  IViccasion  de  vous  reiterer 
raaBoraiice  de  aw  baote  oonaid^ratioii. 

(wgn<)  JaU. 
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Appendix*  No.  13. 


PAPEBluuMlediiiVy  Sir  AfDmoU  SftqiAauMi,  8  1%  186«. 


The  following  ia  the  Stat£MKNT  referretl  to  in  the  Evidence. 


1.  TriR  oliject  is  to  estuWIsli,  under  one  control 
ami  ni;inageiueiit,  telegraphic  communication  from 
England  to  Egypt,  India,  China,  and  the 
Aostraliao  Colonies,  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  througfa  mess-ages,  and  of        brpre  local 

tradic  bctrtten  the^e  distant  countries.  An  intle- 
pendeot  system  of  tcU-grujth  &<<in  Europe  to  tlie 
£a»t  win  be  oonstnicted,  by  laying  aabmanne 
t  ables  of  the  most  modern  and  pprmatunt  con- 
!<truction,  by  establishiM^r  new  laud  linet^,  mid  by 
purcbasini;  the  riglitg  of  existing  co  ,i[i  intes  or 
GovemnienlBfOr  by  eotering  into  working  arraoge- 
menls  with  them. 

S.  The  follofwiog  ia  a  eketch  of  the  route  to  be 

fol!r!\v(  (I.  It  is  proposed  that  a  line  (S  fclpoiaph 
i<hould  be  constructed  ihiouglt  Eorope  to  the 
inland  of  l^ily,  whence  a  cable  will  be  laid  to  the 
African  coast,  under  a  conressioa  granted  by  the 
Italian  Oovernment,  jotnin^^'  the  existing  Malta 
and  Alexandria  cablr-  at  B(;n:j;hazi.  In  order  to 
meet  the  lai^e  through  truHic  which  will  coor 
cenirate  on  this  line,  It  will  become  necessary  to 
lay  a  duplicate  line  as  far  us  Alexandria. 

Arraugements  should  be  made  witii  the  Tele- 
graph to  India  Company,  to  hand  over  their  con- 
eeaaiona^  as  well  ma  tnmr  lines  between  Alexandria, 
Cairo,  and  Suez. 

^min  Al.^xaiidria  two  distinci  liii'-'  should  branch 
ort  to  India,one  from  huez  toCo8>eii  and  buakinin 
the  Red  Sea,  or  tiy  land  lines  up  the  Valley  of  the 
iSile,  by  permission  of  II  H.  the  VKcimv  nf  F,<Tvpt, 
to  SuHkiu  or  Massowidi,  and  ilituce  by  subiiiarine 
cables  vi&  Aden  and  the  t-outhern  coast  of  Arabia 
to  Kurrachee  and  Bombay;  and  the  other,  or 
alternative  route,  by  land  line»  through  Syria, 
joining  the  existing  Pciaian  Gulf  Line* 

3.  Arruiigi  menlH  will  have  tob'-  luade  tn  secure 
inde|<eudent  wties  bt;lvvefn  Horobuy,  Calcutta, and 
Rangoon,  and  to  curry  out  the  conditions  of  an 
agreement  which  were  settUd  tW'j  years  fince 
with  the  East  Indian,  the  Gicat  Indian  Peninsula, 
■\U(]  other  Indian  lailw.iy  ronipanicrt,  for  placing 
sepuiate  commercial  wire^  ou  their  po^ta  from 
Bombay  to  CalcuttM,  Madias,  Allahabad,  Benares, 
Dilhi,  &c.  It  is  also  brlievrd  'li  it  the  other  land 
Iiiie>  in  India  may  be  hereatu  r  v^t  iKcd  ouder  one 
<iuministration  on  equita'  le  terms,  to  the  -jircat 
advantage  both  ot  the  local  and  through  tde- 
^raphic  intercourse  of  the  country. 

■i.  From  Rangoon,  the  euatern  terminus  of  the 
Indiun  land  lines»  a  cable  shuuld  be  laid  to  Smga- 
pore.  whence  sobmariue  lines  will  divei^c  in  two 
dirt"  tions,  one  branch  proceeding,  via  baigon,  to 

lloivj  Kont^  and  >liani:,hai,  and  tin-  Other 
through  Java  to  our  colonies  in  Australia. 


5.  With  a  view  of  enibraci:  g  the  entire  gyaton 
of  telciiiaphy  to  the  ICast,  it  is  proposed  to  uoder- 
takf,  if  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  in  CouncU,  and  the  Governmeni  of  lodia, 
a  tease  of,  and  eventually  to  purehase  on  eqaitible 
terms,  the  Persian  t  >'ulf  IJin  ,  unrler  such  irrange- 
ments  with  the  Ottoman  Goverament  us  will 
secure  to  the  public  the  same  accuracy  and  rapiditj 
in  the  ti'ansmission  of  messages  as  via  bgypt, 
thereby  providing  the  public  with  a  double  ot 
alter  ate  route  to  all  parts  of  the  Be»t. 

6.  The  whole  system  cMnii  r  -^o^^  about  12.noo 
miles  of  submarine  cable,  aud  atjuui  b,Ouu  miles 
of  land  line. 

7.  Great  advantages  would  accrue  to  tlic  vuUi, 
fiuiu  the  establishment  ot"  ii  respoovible  compajiy 
of  suflicieiit  roagiiitude  to  embrace  under  one 
management  a  dir<:ct  system  of  coram unicatioa 
between  Europe,  India.  China,  and  AustraU^  au*l 
would  ensure  at  all  limea  and  at  u  luiaimum  coit, 
the  punctual  and  accurate  iranginisuon  of  nth 
sages  between  these  distant  and  important  am- 
munities,  and  thereby  ^ivc  to  the  eleelrie  Ids* 
graph  a  value  hiihertti  uuattained. 

e.  The  present  condition  of  telegraphic  oosh 
munication  with  India  is  most  unsatisfactory ; 
messages  usually  occupy  from  two  to  ten  dan  id 
their  transmission,  and  arrive  in  a  mutilated  nd 
ffMUently  uaiotelligible  form  ;  fr the  many 
difierent  conntrieB  and  languages  thryaj^h  whicti 
the  messa-^es  jias-.,  ii  is  impossible  to  obttin  either 
explanation  or  redress,  while  the  cost  is  too  la^ 
and  the  distance  too  great  to  admit  of  correetiim 
being  obtained  by  repetition. 

0.  Under  a  well  organi-icd  system  the  af«ia(» 
time  of  trntismisston  of  a  message  between 

En^cland  a-id  Australia  oiitrht  n«it  to  i-xce-di: 
hours,  and  between  London  and  Calcutta  ka 
than  bdf  that  time. 

10.  The  rnnt  •  uhich  should  lie  foll«weti  Iki 
aliuosi  entirely  in  shallow  water,  where  the  cabki 
can  be  at  t  nce  repaired  in  case  of  delect,  andso 

section  nef  d  e\recd  700  miles  in  Icnt^th. 

11.  Great  auvances  have  been  made,  and  nio' 
able  experience  i:ained  of  late  yearn  in  the  ooe- 
struction  of  submiii  ine  tchgraphs,;  aud  a>  i^  >h(»wii 
by  the  Malta  and  Alrx.m  Jna  mid  the  Ft  rsianGull 
Lines,  and  th'  many  existing  cables  between 
England  and  ihv  Continent,  there  is  no  difikuliy 
in  ensurincr  their  etectrii-al  perfiacticm  and  mechA- 
nical  durability,  nor  will  tliere  be  any  diflicul^  it 
repairing  them  when  injured. 

IS.  It  is  calcttlsted  that  the  whole  system  os} 
be  eompieted  in  four  yean. 
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Appendix,  No.  14. 


PAPERS  handed  in     Mr.  EsA^  8  May  1866. 


RETURNS  relating  to  Cunabd  Steamebs  between  England  and  America. 


OUTWARD  MAILS. 
RaVDBN  of  all  Stbambrs  of  tbe  Cunard  Lire 
«amri«g  Mails  betw«ui  Lutrvool  ud  Neiv 
Yont,  cuiliitiBg  iIm  DimtlMi  «f  Pwsa^, 
IbrtbeYMT  IMt. 
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3(1  ^ 
13  AprU 
Vt  > 
11  Mm 


a  la^ 

W  » 
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HOMEWARD  MAILS. 
RbtOBn  of  all  Steauexs  of  the  Cunard  Like 
cttrjing  Mails  betwau  J/tm   York  and 
Lntrpool,  exhibiting  dta  Doiatiott  of  eaoh 
PanagiB,  iof  ib«  Year  IMl. 


OMaaC 


1861 1 
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30  n 
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27 
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10  Apnl 

»» 
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j  Atta 
!  Africa 
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▲VEBAGB  SFJBEB  OF  THB  PERSHA. 
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RviVBVf  nlMiog  to  Cnowrd  StaMiMia  t-«twoeii  Eitgleiul  Mid 


OUTWARD  MAILS. 

Rnrowi  of  aQ  Stbamsbs  of  tho  Cvvakd  Linb, 
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exhibiting  tbe  dtmtiOB  of 
the  Year  1861. 
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HOMEWARD  MAIL^ 
RftTOBN  of  $Sl  Stkamku  of  tho  Cv  ward  Livb 


exhibiting  the  dmtien  of 
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AppMdiz,  No.  15. 


PAPERS  handed  in  by  Mr.  Bourdillon,  8  May  1866. 


Afp.  N«.  1$. 


(Hone  Depertment— Peet  Office.— No.  3  of  IMC) 

To  ibe  Right  Hoootirabte  Sir  Gksriw  fFMd,  Bert,  O.O.B.,  Seeretaiy  of  State  for  IndM. 

Sir,  Fort  WilHam,afi  Februaiy  1866. 

With  reference  to  vour  public  Despatch,  No.  92,  dated  tlie  30tl)  of  December,  and  id 
continuation  of  the  Governor  General's  tel^rum,  dated  the  12th  intitaul,  we  have  the  honour 
to  submit,  for  your  consideration,  the  aecompenying  letter  received  from  the  Director 
General  of  the  Poet  Oifioe  in  India^  od  thoTeiy  impoiteut  question  of  eBtabtisbniga  weekly 
ntail  between  Bnglead  mid  Bombay. 

2.  In  thte  letter  Mr.  Biddell  appears  to  us  to  etafe,  with  equal  feree  and  justice,  ibe 

position  of  this  qufstion  so  far  as  Incliu  Is  concenit'd  If  it  is  ndmitt' d,  as  it  is  by  the 
rostma-ter  Gener^ti  in  Engl.md  (and  the  jwint  is  indeed  too  cieur  to  leave  any  rooui  lor 
question  about  it),  that  the  postal  servu  e  with  tndia  ahoald,  in  future,  be  exclusively  to 
Bombay,  it  is  difficult  to  understand  upon  what  ground  it  ca  i  be  seriously  maintained  that 
the  Indian  Post  Office  should  continue  to  bo  charged  with  a  portion  of  the  cost  of  a 
poBial  subsidy  given  tr)  steamers  on  the  line  between  Suer  and  Gallc;  lor  the  conveyaiiCL'  of 
Cbiua  and  Australian  mails,  or  why  any  subsidy  should  be  given  to  >iteaiuer8  ruoa'Og 
between  Galle  and  Caleutta. 

5.  We  are  of  opiidon  that  there  need  be  no  hesitation  m  undertaking,  for  the  present,  on 

the  pail  of  tho  Government  of  India,  to  (!ofrav  (in  addition  tn  a  rerisoiLablo  sliaie  uf  the 
cost  of  the  ^^ervice  west  of  Suez,  which  is  used  tor  »iher  than  Indian  su.uis),  thu  wit  de  co.^t 
of  the  mail  service  between  Suez  and  Bombay;  the  entire  sea  p  tstage  charged  on  covers 
between  the  two  countries  being  in  that  oase  <w  course  credited  to  the  Indian  Post  Office. 

4.  But  we  do  not  consider  such  an  arraitgement  to  be  altogether  unobjectionable.  It 
would,  appan  ntly,  be  based  on  the  expectation  that  the  aerrioe  niuet  be  earned  on  at  a  ]o«s, 
and  it  sn,  v.e  venture  t^  suggest  that  it  \v<;u1d  h  irdly  be  derired  by  England  that  the  whole 

of  that  loss  should  fall  npiui  thf  Indian  rin eniies. 

6.  It  has  been  well  jjoinif  d  out  in  Mr.  Merivale's  letter  to  ilie  London  Post  Oiiice  '»f  tiie 
6th  of  October,  that  the  intcrcs.ts  uf  Knglandaild  India  are  jointly  concerned  in  this  matter. 
There  are,  no  doubt,  thousands  in  the  former  country  to  wliom  increased  facilities  for  postal 
communication  with  India  are  just  as  imf>ortant  as  they  are  to  their  countrymen  tiuug  ni 
In'ii,/,  a;id  Mhetlier  we  h)ok  to  the  iiiti-rt'sty  of  this  1  itier  chiss  utiU-,  or  lo  the  millions  from 
whom  Indian  revenue  is  maiuly  drawn,  and  who  have  no  direct  interest  in  tile  matter  at  all, 
it  would  scarcely  be  generous  for  En^and  lo  stipulate  that  the  loss,  which  tnijjht  arise 
from  the  e<;tablishmcnt  .d'  a  proper  and  efficient  postal  service  between  the  two  countries, 
should  be  borne  wholly  by  the  Indian  taxpayer. 

6.  We  earnestly  irast  that  this  uuestiou  will  receive  further  and  iuli  consideration  from 
the  Lords  Commis:>ioner8  of  Her  Majest3f*s  Treasury,  and  that  some  arrangement  wHi  !)« 
assented  to  whereby  India  may  obtain  the  [gnat  advantage  of  a  weekly  postal  service  with 
Bombay  wiAout  bein^  coiDpclled,  at  the  same  time,  to  pay  part  of  the  expense  of  main- 
taining another  line  ot  oommanication  which  is  no  longer  of  any  serrioe  to  Jbdiii. 

7.  To  what  an  extent  the  postal  seivioe  via  (lull  h.is  ceased  to  be  uf  use,  e  en  :u 
Calcutta,  we  showed  in  our  despatch  lo  you  on  thii>  subject,  dated  the  2ad  Movembci. 

N\  e  iiave,  &c. 
(signed)       John  Lnwrenee. 

H.  S.  Mahit. 
IF.  (ire,/. 
Cr.  A. 

W.  bi.  A/atseif. 

Right  Honourable  Sir  Charlee  Wood,  Bart.  H,  Af.  Dfmmd, 

6ic.   &CW  &C. 
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4f|^K«ki^  Tekgram — From  Home  Secretaiy,  f'alcuttn,  r.i  Chief  Seeretury,  Bombay;  dated 

12  rcbiu.iiy  1066. 

PLEAi'K  turward  to  the  Stcretury  of  State,  by  ihe  uui-going  mail  uf  liie  14ih,  a  copy  of 
the  fiaUowiag  mesmge,  deflpaticbed'thn  day  by  tel^nHftb  i— 

Tdeuram — From  the  Governor  General,  Calcuttu,  to  tho  Sicretary  of  State  for  India, 

London,  India  Office;  datpfl  12  February  1866. 

A  RJBPI.T  to  your  Post  Office  Despatch  of  30tb  December  will  be  sent  by  next  uiaiU 
Meanwhile,  I  desire  to  sabmit  that,  if  tt  w  meant     make  India  pay  the  whole  cost  of  two 

afMitiiiiiul  mails  between  Suez  ;md  Boiiiliuv,  \vf>  .atioiild  he  allowed  to  make  onr  own 
arrangements  ai>  ecunuuncally  as  we  can,  either  by  accepting  the  Messieurs  Stearns  ,  or  any 
other  oriBer  ihat  may  be  di^itue.  The  two  additional  maib  are  indispensable. 


(Post  Offic(i. — Ni..  i!763ii.) 

¥TxmH,B.ltif1dM,  Esc).,  Dir.  ctorGen.  lal  <>!  ilie  P-.^t  Oiru  e  of  Iiuiia,  tu  E.  C.  /iayi^,E«).y 

Sftrctaiv  to  tile  Cioveniiiienl  <if  liidiu  ;  dated  10  Feijruaty  180(i.  '' 

Sir, 

The  De»patcti  No.  !>'i,  duted  the  .Tdth  Dticmbti  lt-ti.>,  from  the  Riij^Ut  Honour  'ule  the 
Secretarv  ofSt.lfe  fur  liulu,  tiaiji-tuiiH.  witli  oliicr  rriiresijondenee,  the  decision  id' tliL'  Lords 
Corrtiuia^ioiiera  ul  Her  Miije-sty's  i  lexsury  on  tiw  subject  of  tile  pio{x>seil  iveekly  iiostal 
cotomumcauoQ  bei,we«D  Gre>4t  Britain  and  India,  aud  the  recoainoeDdatiou  oi'  iier  Majesty's 
Postmaster  Genersl  ibat,  ooocurKntiy  with  the  establiahmeat  of  a  weekly  nail,  the  rale  of 
poslAfie  on  lettenB  to  and  from  India  should  be  doubled. 

•2.  Tlie  LokIs  Cuiniii:ssiiiiiCis  decline  to  saiiciioii  the  iiicr<>ii.-^c<I  rate-;  nri<"St;mo,  niid  also 
decline  to  saiictimi  "  th.  cburgc  for  po^^tnl  cdunnuiiu  uuon  mtii  IiHiia,  whicli  wc>ukl  be 
etitLiled  In'  nr.ikiii<:  the  service  to  6(<Mibuy  \V'(kly,  uidesB  the  Oovenment  of  Lidia  will 
undertake  to  detray  the  entire  aiiiijiiu'  of  thait  ifier.  ii^o." 

3.  'Ihe  first  qnealioo  foT  the  consideration  ol  the.  Govertimea!  of  India  le^  tli9retore, 
whether  the  required  undertaking  ahonld  b«  given.    In      >  innion  tlie required undertakii^ 

may      Lci'-  en  wiliumt  lic-itutioii,  a.'^  tlu're  u  dl  In:  iio  iiicn  j -e  uf    x;>e{He,  provided  that  the 

fkervice  betweni  Sue'/,  and  Iiidi  i  is  e'\elusiv(-ly  e-  i  fined  to  Boiiihay. 

4.  It  is  stated  in  Mr.  F.  Hill's  letter,  No.  7t>42,  dated  i4th  July  1866,  tliat  Her  Majesty's 
Postmaster  Geriorat  "  fully  agrees  witli  Sir  C.  VVond  and  the  Gorernukent  of  India  iu  the 
npini  ti  1  \pies8cd  of  the  advanisige  of --u'  stitufJnu  fur  the  piesent  postal  serviee  with  India 
a  vvei  kly  .scivico,  and  in  lliinkin<j;  lliat  that  service  sliould  he  o.xelusively  with  B«jnd)ayL'' 
AVhen  a  wcfkly  service  is  established  exclusively  with  Bombuy,  the  steamers  between  ."^uez, 
Galle,  and  Calcutta  would  ceiise  to  carry  Indian  mails,  and  of  course  the  Indian  Postsl 
Revenue  would  cease  to  pay  any  portion  of  any  subsidy  granted  to  steamerit  on  those  lines; 
but  jointly  with  C'evlon,  M;;uritius,  the  Cape  of  Good  Ho|>e,  China,  Austrnh  i,  and  CTreat 
Butaiti,  would  have  to  delrsy  tlie  cmt  of  the  cooveyance  of  the  uiailA  between  England  and 
Suez :  and  jointly  witli  Great  Britain  would  pay  tlte  eoet  of  the  service  between  fioea  and 
Bombay. 

A.  If,  as  I  b<  lieve  to  be  the  casOf  distinct  payments  are  made  to  the  Peninsular  and 
Oriental  Com  pony  for  the  Bombay  and  Snez.  the  Mnuritins  and  Suez,  the  Suez  and  Cal- 

cutt^i.  the  Ciilli-  ;.i;d  Chin;i,  tlie  n;illi-  ..nd  Aiisi liili.i,  tin-  M-.n -cilli  s  an'!  A li  xaiidria,  and  the 
Southaniptim  and  AU  xumlnu  services,  llicre  could  he  no  dithcuUy  in  fixiiiL  tli'  -!i;)rc  to  be 
paid  by  India  for  the  Mediteiranean  service,  and  for  that  between  Suez  and  Bombay,  as 
well  as  for  the  transit  thresiHj;ii  K>^v;jt.  I  hert-  c.iu  ije  no  ground  ior  imposinu;  on  tlie  postal 
revenues  ul  India  any  puilioit  ot  the  &ubsidie»  ]juid  on  luits  east  of  ^»uez,  upon  whtch 
Indian  mails  are  not  conveyed. 

6.  The  subsidy  for  the  line  between  Calcutta  and  Galle  may  be  altofjedier  withdrawn,  as 
the  line  will  be  useless  for  postal  purposes.  The  line  between  Galle  ami  Suez  must  be  con- 
tinued fbr  the  conveyanoe  of  the  Cliicn  and  Australian  mails ;  and,  if  the  Indian  mails  are  no 

longer  sent  liv  thatruute,  the  (  ost  of  the  Australian  and  Clitna  .Mail  service  will  lie  iiuiease^.! 
by  liic  s  aij  hcrdofoit;  paid  by  India;  and  it  would  appe.o,  Wum  the  tenor  ol  Mr.  Hill's  letter:., 
that  this  congideration  has  been  the  eround  ujjon  wh  eli  all  t  uncctod  with  India  have  been 
80  long  denied  the  advantage  of  a  weekly  mail  to  and  from  Kn..l  n(i,  and  pvcn  of  four  ma  Is  in 
the  month.  It  is  difficult  to  understand  how  the  reveniies  of  Imlia  can  equitably  be  chartred 
for  the  maintenance  of  u  service  w  hi  h  is  useless  to  India,  and  w  hich  (oi  s  me  tiniepai^t  has 
acted  as  an  obstacle  to  a  very  great  public  and  private  improvement.  But  if,  on  any  ground 
of  Imperial  p<dicy,  it  is  considered  right  fo  charge  upon  the  revenues  of  India  a  portion  of 
the  subsidtts  paid  to  Biitish  mail  sleannfs  enipl.iyed  between  \iistialt.i,  Ciiiua,  C<  vlon,  and 
Suez,  1  submit  that  the  charge  »ho<dn  be  a  uiistinet  one,  and  nt>t  i>'  allowed  to  intctiere  wiib 
the  improvement  of  the  postal  communications  between  Gteat  Bittiuu  and  India.  I  thiak 
that  there  is  reason  to  hope  that  it  the  rare  of  postage  is  not  raised,  and  if  a  weekly  mail  is 
granted,  tl)e  receipts  front  postoge  tvili,  before  long,  cover  the  whole  cost  of  the  service. 

7.  The 
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7.  The  present  poBtal  requirements  uf  India,  in  cunneciion  with  Great  Bi  iiuin  and  Europe, 
will  be  Hatisiied  with  a  wecivlv  n».iil  lo  Bombay.  The  cost  of  the  Mt  liilerranoan  lines  might 
be  reduced  without  inconvenience  to  the  public  by  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  mails  sent 
vid  8ootbfttnptan ;  and  even  ir  tbb  were  not  done,  the  additional  coat  of  conveying  four 

mails  in  thn  course  of  a  vrar  from  !Mar><Mlle>i  or  Brindi^i  cannot  be  serious.  As>iuining, 
thereibre,  for  the  present,  tliat  the  cost  ol  convtyiiu  the  liujiao  mvkih  to  attd  from  Suez  and 
Great  Britain  remains  unaltered,  the  increased  char>:e  on  the  Bombay  and  Sue*  Hne  wOl  be 
the  subsidy  pai  i  for  28  additional  trips  from  Uumbay  to  8aez  aud  back  in  the  oo«ne  of  the 
year,  that  is  for  66  maila. 

8.  In  a  previoufi  commnnteation  t  iroughly  estimated  the  probable  cost  of  thi«  service  at 

OS.  1  mill.  The  ti  udcr  siiljiiiitted  by  ihe  Bengal  a-id  liombiy  Steam  Navigati  m  Company 
(Limited)  asi<s  for  about  3  5.  ad.}  but  as  tlie  proposed  rate  of  speed  is  low,  it  may  be  safe 
to  estimate  the  cost  at  a  oonsideiably  higher  rate. 

9.  The  Bombay  and  Bengal  Steam  Navigation  Company  ofler  to  convey  the  maik  between 

Snn7  and  Bombay  for  a  sura  of  500/.  for  eacli  mail,  that  is,  fnr  1,000/.  for  i  ach  voy«ge 
from  Bombay  to  Suez  and  back.  .At  this  rate  the  annual  cost  ol  i  >e  service  ioi  u2  mails  in 
each  direction  x\ould  lie  52,000/.  At  the  rate  now  paid  to  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental 
Company,  the  cost  would  be  68i644  L  16  «.  A»  the  c>  st  of  the  service  between  Suez  and 
Great  Brttain  n  shared  between  Great  Brilain,  E^ypt,  India,  Ceylon,  Mauritius,  China,  the 
Cape  (if  Good  !!■  pe,  !Uk!  Au^tralin,  iln'  siiiu  ciiurj;' abh-  to  the  Indian  st-rvicf  must  be  much 
less  than  half  tlx;  total  expense.  1  have  not  the  means  ol  a-oceriaining  the  actual  cost,  but 
do  not  think  that  1  shoula  nnder-estimaie  it  in  roughly  ealeolatiog  that  it  would  be  Mvered 
by  a  sum  of  30,(t(i0  /.  a  year. 

10.  'lite  result  of  the  above  calculation  is,  that  I  estimate  the  cost  of  a  weekly  postal  sel^ 
vice  between  Bombay  and  Great  Britain  at  about  100,000  /.  a  year. 

11.  Ab  the  accounts  of  po-taa:i'  collected  on  Indian  correspondence  in  FiUirland  are  not 
avail  iblf,  T  cannot  st  ilc  rxactly  the  aiiioiuit  now  n  atisod  under  this  head.  The  whole 
amount  collected  iu  India  on  account  of  sea  and  foicign  postage  in  credited  in  gro^s  to  the 
English  Post  Office.  The  charee  <>f  Od.  per  half-ounce  sinirle  letter  consists  of  Id!,  Ibr 
Indian  inlnntl  po=;t-it:t',  1  fi.  for  En::lish  inland  pjsta^e,  nnd  4  J.  for  ^ca  postage.  The  nnm 
c'ollectid  m  Inoia  and  credited  tu  England  in  tlie  year  18(;4-C»,  amuunled  to  GO.OOO/..  part 
of  wi'ich  consisted  of  French  nnd  otfiei*  foreign  postage.  Of  the  remainder,  one-fifth  was 
English  inland  postage,  the  remainder  was  available  lo  meet  the  cost  of  the  sea  servioe 
between  India  and  Eueland. 

12.  During  the  same  yt  ar,  IB04-5,  the  steam  postage  due  by  the  London  Post  Offire  to 
India  was  Ra.  1,71, -.'i-i  1.  10,  ri  pres.  utioj;  t!ie  Indian  in!ati(i  cluir-c  mi  ti  tters  and  news- 
papers. It  uould  appear,  theretbre,  that  about  80,000/.  is  now  collected  on  the  con  .  »pond- 
ence  between  India  and  England,  which  is  available  for  the  payment  of  the  cost  of  the  st;a 
service  between  the  two  0  tiiilries.  There  can,  I  think,  be  little  doubt,  when  Bombay  and 
the  whole  of  India  send  anW  receive  a  w<  ckly  mail  instead  oi  two  in  a  monili,  the  increase 
of  corrt  spotidence  will,  before  long,  mnke  vp  the  defici«icy.  The  !>trrnee  will- he  self- 
supp 'rting. 

13.  1  should  have  been  glad  to  have  exact  accouutii  on  which  to  base  the  above  estimate, 
hut  time  will  not  admit  of  my  attempting  to  pr(»ciire  than,  and  I  have  some  confidence  that 
t  have  not  over'estimated  the  probable  receipts. 

14.  As  the  pr  pasnt  t  >  inctease  the  fates  of  posii^  has  been  negatived,  I  need  not  dkeuM 

that  part  of  Uu'  tpii  -lion. 

15.  With  regard  tu  the  proposal  tliut  ihi;  Ii.ipciial  and  Lidian  Govi  niiaeiit  siiouki  each 
pay  half  the  subsidy,  and  keep  all  the  postage  th^y  collect,  I  would  observe  that  the 
arrangement  would  involve  a  l(>9i«  >o  the  Indian  revenue,  as  the  number  of  articles  received 
by  post  irom  eonntries  in  Eiiro|>e  gre-.uly  exceeds  the  number  sent  from  hence. 

in.  t  fear  that  I  do  not  rit^htly  omiprchead  the  reason  given  for  the  asstimption  that  a 

(Iv  I  i  i-i-  in  the  numb*  r  t^fruail!.  -.t-i,!  !  iii  (iil)ratl.;r  U>  lij^ypi  wf  u!d  not  re-'dl  in  any  decrease 
o>-  tile  subsidy.  .Speed  is  not  ul  material  consequence  uu  that  line  i  and  if  the  requirtmenls 
of  coiiiinerce  between  Great  Britain  and  Alenndiria  are  such  that  steamers  would  be  *m  the 
line  whether  .subsidised  or  not,  it  seems  to  me  only  reasonable  to  suppose  that  a  very  mr»de- 
rate  subsidy  would  be  sufficient  to  induce  one  of  the  competin^^  companies  at  Southampton 
or  Liverpo.  I  to  time  thi-  d  pnrtare  of  one  steamer  a  month,  so  as  to  suit  the  requirements  of 
the  Post  Office;  and  1  fail  to  comprehend  why  the  same  sum  should  be  demanded  lor  the 
conveyanee  of  IS  mails  a  year  as  ror  48. 

17.  The  importance  of  a  frequent  mail  communication  between  India  and  England  is  so 
great,  lliat  I  should  liojio  tli:it  t!  ><  Government  ot'  India  would  teel  justified  in  at  '  lu  r-  taking 
upoa  Itself  the  respousil>ility  of  establishing  a  we  ekly  service  belwi  en  Suez  and  lioiiibay, 
and  of  abandoning,  for  postal  purpo!«e8,  the  Suez  and  C  alcutta  line.  The  correspondence 
between  Ghreat  Britain  and  India  may  be  expected,  betiKe  loitt,  tu  defray  the  whole  cost  of 
the  service  between  India  and  England.  Any  i^aestion  as  to  the  sum,  if  any,  to  be  paid  by 
India  for  the  lu.diitenancc  of  other  lines  in  the  hastem  seas  is  beyond  my  |  roviiu  e;  but  I 
hope  that  the  postal  interests  of  the  British  and  Indian  public  will  not  be  sacriticed  to  any 
difference  of  opinion  on  this  sabjeet   I  believe  tliat  if  not  at  once,  yet  in  the  coarse  of  a 
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J^naj.']^0f-jli^      yt"'"'      t^vu,  the  UKiil  ^elvic■(■  bt'lwoeii  B;iiiil>.iy  uiid  England  will  br-  SL-ir-ftupjiDttiiii;  :  and,  if 
'■'^  '     so,  its  e8tabli»hn)cal  should  uot  be  deluyed  i>ecauHe  otiur  iims  are  a  Durthen  uu  the 

i  have,  Sec. 
(signed)       H.  li.  Biddeil. 
Director  (jencnd  of  ihe  Post  Office  of  India. 


(Bombay.— Public— No.  10  of  1866.) 

Sir,  India  OflSce,  31  March  186<{. 

Pani.  1.  I  HAVB  connderecl  in  Cotraeil  your  l«tter,  dated  S7th  Junoary  (No.  7)  IMe, 

fonvardinc  oorrespoiidencc  on  the  siihjfrt  of  mi  ofFer  madf  by  McFsrs.  Stearns,  Hnbart &Co. 
on  behalf  of  the  Bombay  uud  Bengal  Steamship  Company,  to  carry  two  additional  fnaQs 
every  montll  between  Bombay  and  Suez  for  a  subsidy  of  20,000  rupees  a  month,  aad 
strongly  recommeitding  tl)at  thi«  tender  be  accepted  for  one  year. 

%  A  Comiiiitteia  of  the  House  of  Commoas  bas  just  been  appoiotied  to  inquire  into  the 
wbole  •object  of  tetegraphie  and  postal  eommimicawNi  between  India  and  England,  nud  I 

trust  that  the  deliberation^  nl"  tiie  Committee  may  result,  ;ii  no  distant  peroil,  in  that  revi- 
aiou  and  extension  of  the  postal  service  which  is  so  much  desired  by  all  parties  connected 
with  India. 

3.  But,  in  the  meaotime,  I  am  not  prepared  to  sanctitMi  the  propunni  you  have  now  sub- 
mitted to  me. 

i  have,  &c 

Hi«  Excellency  (signed)      Jh  Or^  vmd  B^oit. 

The  HonooraUe  the  Goveraor  in  Council, 
Bombay. 


Sir,  India  Office,  5  May  18(?6. 

With  reference  to  Mr.  Hill's  letti  r,  fi  tted  21st  December  last,  comniu  dealing;  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Lords  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  on  the  subject  of  establishinsr  weekly  postal 
cummunication  between  England  and  India  vi&  Bombay,  I  am  directed  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  in  Council  to  acquaint  you  that  a  copy  of  the  cnrreBponaence  which  took 
place  witli  ITer  ^^ljL•.sty'^•  Post  Office  in  tlic  course  of  lust  venr,  on  the  subject  iu  qui  stioii, 
was  transmitted  for  the  information  of  the  Govi  rnnieiii  oi  India;  and  1  have  now  to  for- 
ward, for  the  infonnatjoa  of  Her  M«ye»ty*«  Postmaster  General,  the  accompnnying  copjr  of 
8  letter  fioui  the  Guvernmettt  of  India,  with  its  endoeorea,  felating  to  the  prasfnt  position 
Q(fccft»^°'        of  llie  tjuesliou  at  issue. 

It  will  l  e  observed  that  the  G  ,-. i  i  imieiit  nf  India  eonlimie  to  urge  the  establishment  of 
tlie  propos-fd  additional  servic  via  Bombay,  and  express  the  hope  thut  the  subject  will 
receive  such  further  consideration  from  the  Lords  of  Uer  Majesty's  Treasury  as  will  result 
in  the  establisbment  of  a  weekly  postal  service  with  Bombay,  and  that  India  may,  at  tiie 

san.e  lu;;e,  be  relieved  from  ihr  iiecessitv  of  payinL;-  part  of  'he  expensi  of  maintvuoing  the 
111  <  oi  jiest  1  cunuuunicaiio-i  vid  Galie,  which  is  no  longer  ot  any  public  sei-vicc. 

The  views  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  in  Council  have  already  beeu  lully  and 
repeatedly  expressed  on  this  important  subject;  but  as  tbis  i^  the  first  opportunity  which 
htLS  occurred  of  stating  his  opinion  oti  the  subject, as  presented  in  Mr.  Hill's  letter  of  the 
4l8t  December  last,  I  atu  directed  by  Earl  de  Grey  to  remark  that,  considerin>:  the  question 
of  an  mereasc  of  the  lati  s  of  postage  to  have  hi  cu  set  nt  n  si  by  the  decision  oi  the  Lords 
of  Her  Miytsty'sTreKsuryas  tbereia  communicated,  his  Lordship  is  not  pr<-pare<l  'n  sanction, 
at  Ibr  solecbarge  of  Indin,  tlie  estaUishment  of  the  additional  steamers  to  and  from  Bombay 
which,  under  exist  ri<r  nrran^cmcnts,  would  be  required  to  maintain  a  weekly  BMil  oommu- 
nieati<  II  wiih  India  !iv  tiiat  route. 

E 'rl  <!►  Grey,  <n  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  Government  ot  India,  requests  that 
the  suliject  may  again  be  brought  by  Lord  Stanley  of  Alderley  lo  the  early  consideiatioa  Of 
thi  Loi-ds  of  the  Treasury,  and  that'their  Lordships  may  be  moved  to  oooWt  to  such  a  i»> 
arruneement  of  the  |x)fltaJ  service  with  India  aa  may  lead  to  a  removal  of  existing}  anomaUea 
and  proMde  for  the  desired  chsngea  and  extensions  in  tlie  service  on  &ir  ami  equitable 
terms. 

I  am,  dec. 

The  Secietary.  Geneml  Post  Oflke.  (sif  ned)      Mtrmm.  Mmoak, 
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(India.— Public.)  App.  No.  15.  / 

Ski  India  Office,  IMay  1^00. 

Para.  1.  I  HAVB  considered  in  Council  your  letter,  dated  Stnd  February  (Xu'  is66, 
forwarding,  with  reference  to  Sir  C.  Wood's  Ucspatoh,  dated  SOtli  December'(.\o.  92)  1866, 
a  letter  from  the  Director  General  of  the  Post  Office  in  India,  on  the  jn-esent  state  of  the 
qiMstum  of  establialiing  a  weekly  mail  between  England  and  India,  «£4  Bombay. 

2.  The  subject  ia,  ai  you  are  aware,  much  complicated  by  existing  arnngements  ;  but  I 
shall  not  fail  to  uree  on  Her  Majesty's  Postmaster  General  and  on  the  Lurrls  of  Her 
Majesty's  Treasury  the  importance  of  putting  an  end  to  existin?  anomalies,  and  of  providing 
means  of  extendedf  postal  conziuuateatioo  batwcen  England  and  India  on  ftir  and  eqaitabla 
terms. 

3.  A  Committee  of  the  Huune  of  Commons  has  recently  been  appointed  to  consider  the 
whole  anl^ect  of  postal  and  telegraphic  communicaiion  oetween  the  two  coontrien,  and, 

pendinp:  the  result  of  the  deliberations  of  the  Coninnttic,  I  cannot  saticrion  tlio  adopiion  of 
any  measure  which  would  involve  additional  charges  to  be  borne  exclusively  by  the  revenues 
of  India. 

Hia  Excellency 
The  Right  Hon.  the  Governor  General  of  India  in  CounciL 


(No.  1  of  1866. — General  Departme&t.) 


To  Her  Majesty's  Priocipal  SecreUty  of  Stale  for  India  in  Goundl,  London. 

Right  Honourable  Sir,  Bombay  Castle,  27  J nnwarv  1«S8. 

Wb  nave  the  honour  to  forward  copies  of  correspondence,  uis  per  margin,  on  the  subject 
of  an  offer  made  by  Messrs.  Steams,  Hobart  tc  Co.,  in  ^  tJ».imii  ti>  tlw  ff  . ■       of  flistsw ftitfl  Hw  Itfll I 
behalf  of  the  Bombay  and  Bengal  Steamship  Company,  to  2^  Mewn.  st«arnt,  Hobwi  ft  Cow's  tw*r,diiied«fetM<tei. 
carry  two  additiCTal  mala  avety  month  between  Btnnbay  >•  i^t«r  from  the  GoTtnaunt  «f  laih  aai  aniio^sriiuBt, 
and  Sue*  for  SO^OM  nipees  a  month.  ^  Hoti^S^iiSiStm^  a«m  Vo^om»,iMl^mh, 

2.  We  beg  strr)ngly  to  reeoinraend  that  this  tender  be 

at  oooe  acoepled  provuioiudly  for  one  year.   The  amount  asked  is,  in  our  opinion,  very 
moderate. 

3.  The  rale  of  speed  (eight  knots),  tIioui>h  low,  is  anflioiently  hicrh  to  commence  with. 
The  steamers  are  already  on  the  line,  and  Messrs.  Stearns,  Hobart  k  Co.  write  that  "they 
have  in  contemplation  the  builtlintf  of  a  class  of  boats,  not  only  larger  and  faster,  but  in 
every  way  superior  to  any  now  in  the  East,  and  capable  of  deliveniit!:  the  mads  within  20 
days  between  England  and  India ;  and  that  plans  for  placing  these  vessels  on  the  route  are 
ao  tu  matured  that,  should  the  tender  they  have  made  be  accepted,  and  a  reaaooabla  ntoa* 
pect  held  out  '  f  thrir  reeeivln.;  a  fair  subsidy  throne-^  to  Fni^l  ind,  they  have  littia dooDt of 
their  bdnL;  in  a  position  to  carry  the  project  into  iuuiieuuitc  execution. 

4.  The  departiue  of  these  steamers  from  Bombay  might  be  so  timed  as  to  ensure  their 
amval  at  Suez  in  time  to  meet  the  Galle  m  tils.  Should  there,  however,  be  any  difficulty 
in,  thia  respect,  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  Meaira.  Palmer  &  Co.,  the  managers  of  the 
Italian  Bnodisi  line,  would  gladly  undertake  to  ran  thdr  steamers  in  connection  with  ilia 
Bombay  Company,  and  thus  avoid  all  chance  of  a  detention  of  the  mails  in  ^ypt. 

Wa  request  the  bvonr  of  an  answer  by  telegraph. 

We  have,  &c, 
(signed)      JI.  B.  E.  Frere. 
B.  H.  Ellis. 
C  J.  ErtUne. 


TUBOiUH  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  19th  January  1600. 

From  Bombay   -      -      -  To  London. 

From  Governor  -      -      -  To  Sir  Charle#Wood. 

The  following  tender  for  mails  between  Bombay  and  Suez,  offeied  by  Stearns, Hobart,  on 
behalf  of  Bombay  and  Bengul  Steamship  Company,  is  forwarded  at  the  request  of  the 
CSoverament  of  India.  Fortnightly  voyages ;  speed,  eight  knots ;  subsidy,  20,000  rupees 
per  mensem ;  datea  of  arrival  and  departure  to  be  fixed  at  discretioii  cf  Govenunsnc 
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Mewrs.  StterMt,  Btbari  if  Co."*  Teuder^  dated  12th  Jaavftiy  18M. 

To  JET.  B.  RuMetf,  Esq^  Diraetor  Oeuenl  of  Post  Office*  in  I»dM,<:Ueiitta. 

Dear  Sir, 

We  hi.vr'  the  honour  to  brinj;  to  your  notice  tli  it,  in  May  l??.'),  an  application  wns  madli 
by  lis  for  the  couveyiiace  of  a  bi-mi>uihly  muil  bstwt  ea  Uoiuhay  and  Stiez,  for  00,000^ 

Since  making  this  application  we  have  succeeded  in  esiabliMbtng^  ao  0T«9*iand  transit  for 
frright  between  India  and  Great  Britain^  and  are  consequently  in  a  poation  to  great^ 
nduee  the  fii^ure  at  wbieb  ire  can  undertake  tbe  mail  aerrioe  in  qaestton. 

We  are  prepared  to  run  steamers  from  Boiiibav  (o  Sue/,  on  ttii-  fiiliowin^  dav-i,  numelv, 
2nd  and  18)h  of  each  month  during  the  fair  season,  and  Irmu  the  middle  of  Muv  to  Sep* 
temberon  the  14th  and  20th  ;  or  on  sucli  as  the  Depaitinent  may  appoint,  by  wnich  Ibcj 
tvonid  be  cnablt  d  to  overtnke  tlie  Calcutta  mail  before  it  Icuvf!*  Suez. 

Heturuing  boat-  to  leave  Suez  on  the  4th  and  19th  of  each  month,  or  immediately  after 
the  arrival  of  the  Calcuua  ni  iil  Irom  Kn«iland  at  Suez. 

We  will  undertake  to  carry  the  maiU  at  present  at  an  average  rate  uf,  say,  eigiit  knoti 
per  bour,  tbougb  we  tbatt  expect  to  attain  a  much  higher  speed. 

In  consideration  of  tin  performance  of  (his  tfervit  e.  we  an  to  be  remunerated  «t  the  rate 
of  10,000  rii|jees  per  trip,  or  20,000  rupees  per  month. 

We  sball  doubttesa  be  sendinsr  extra  steamers  from  this  each  month,  and  may  possibly 
send  boatii  weekly.    By  tlicse  extra  boats  wc  will  cnrry,  free,  whatever  mails  may  ofter. 

Should  this  tender  lie  accepted,  we  shall  expect  no  remuneration  for  roaik  carried  by  our 
steamers  during  the  yt  .ir  llir>5. 

It  may  not  be  out  of  ^lace  to  mention,  although  not  as  a  part  of  our  tender,  that  we  bave 
in  contemplation  tbe  building  of  a  class  of  boaie,  not  only  larger  and  faster,  but  in  every 
wtiv  supcinir  lo  any  now  in  the  F.ast,  and  rapabio  of  dcliverin<^  the  mails  within  20  days 
between  Eugland  and  India ;  and  plans  *or  placing  these  ve^seis  on  the  route  are  s.»  tar 
matured  that,  abould  the  tender  we  have  made  be  accepted,  and  a  reasonable  prosjMict  iield 
.  out  of  our  »ecurii)g  a  liiir  subsidy  tbrongh  to  £u}(laod,  we  lia?e  little  doubt  of  our  being  in 
a  position  to  carry  the  project  into  immediate  execution. 

We  have,  &G. 
(signed)       Stearns,  JTobart  ?^  Co., 

Trfiisuf;  -  Managers, 
Bombay,  12  January  1860.  Bombay  and  Bengal  Steamship  Company,  Limited. 


kf^.  No.  15. 


(Pfo.  a29.) 

Frosn  E.  C.  Bav^e^f.  F.sq.,  Secretary  to  tlie  Government  of  India,  to  C  Govne,  Ebq.^ 
Secretary  to  the  Uovernment  ot  Bombay,  duted  Fort  William,  17  January  1»G6. 

Sir, 

I  AM  directed  to  forwbrd,  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Gkfremor  in  Council, 
the  accou-panying  copy  ul  a  letter  tbis  day  addressed  to  ibe  Director  General  of  tbe  Pa«t 
Office  of  India,  on  the  subj.ct  of  an  offer  made  by  the  Bombay  and  Bengal  Stoaoiibip 
Company  to  carry  two  additional  mails  every  month  between  Bombay  and  Sues,  m 
S0,000  rupi  es  a  mouth. 

S.  The  Governor  General  in  Council  desiies  me  to  request  thai  tbe  Governor  in  Council 
will  be  pood  enough,  in  communicating  with  tbe  boroe  authorities  on  the  subject,  to  addany 
fiirther  infurroation  which  bis  Excellem^  m  Conndl  may  think  it  nsefnl  to  make  known  to 
tbe  Secretary  of  State. 

I  have,  &c. 

(sii^npd)       E.  C.  Bay  ley, 
Secretary  to  the  Government  of  India. 


(No.  <3-28.) 

From  E.  C.  liayley,  Esol|  Secretary  to  the  Governmeni  of  India,  to  H.  B,  Biddell,  Esq., 
Director  Qeneral  of  the  Po«t  Office  of  India,  dated  Fort  William,  17  January  18M. 


I  AM  dtreoled  tr)  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  y««ir  two  telegrams  of  the  1 4tli  and  1  Cth  nist-, 
regarding  «.n  oW>-t  made  by  the  Bombay  and  Beneal  Steamship  Company  to  carry  two 
additional  mails  every  month  between  Bombay  and  Suez,  for  20,000  rupee*  a  month. 

2.  The 
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Telegram  fi-om  Hume  Secretary,  Calcutta,  to  the  Director  General  of  Post  Office, 

Poonah,  cUted  17  Jumary  1866. 

TkB  bffer  of  the-  Bombay  and  Benual  Steamsliip  Company  has  been  tele<;raphed  to 
England.  Send  borne  by  telegraph,  through  the  Bombay  tioveroment,  the  oonditiona  of 
the  offer,  especially  as  to  speed  and  the  time  of  departare  from  and  arrival  at  San.  Move 
hf  post.   Reoaio  at  Poonab  or  Bombay  till  yoa  receive  the  letter. 


'  2.  The  offer,  as  yoti  have  been  ii)fornied  by  telegraph,  has  been  comniunicatrd  to  the  A|f^Ka*15i 
Secretary  of  btate  lor  iadia ;  aad  a  copy  of  the  oaeesage,  for  £iotUty  of  reference  U  eutered 
in  the  niaigto.* 

3.  I  nm  furdwrMtreeted  to  snbjoin  copy  of  a  telegram  this  day  ^ent  lo  Poonnh,  your 

address;  uini  to  recjuest  ihat,  m  ^eniiii._',  tiir  niuli  tlie  GLiveriimeiit  of  Bombay,  to  the 
Secretary  ot  State  a  specific  eiateiaent  of  the  cundilions  of  the  offer,  you  will  be  ew>d  enough 
to  specify  the  average  speed  at  which  the  sptectmers  are  to  make  ihe  trip,  the  nomber  of  days 
fur  tracl)  trip,  and  the  dates  of  departure  of  th«  vesr-cU  IVoni  Hoinbitv,  length  of  dcteotioa 
at  Adea  ur  otJier  intermediate  poi  t,  und  arrival  at  Suez,  and  vice  versa, 

4.  It  will  obviously  be  ueceesary  that  these  dates  siiouid  be  arranged  so  ai  to  fit  in  with 
the  arriviil  at,  and  departuie  from,  AJezaodria  of  the  steamen  iritieh  convej  the  mails  sent 
bjway  of  Gaile. 

I  have,  Sec. 
(signed)       £,  C.  Uayley, 
Secretary  to  the  Uoveroment  of  India, 


NoTB  by  IT.  B.  RiddtUf  Esq.,  Director  Geoeialof  Post  Offices  in  India, 

dated  S6  January  1866. 

In  Iransiuiliiuir  Me&srs.  Stearns,  Hobart  k  Co.'b  tender,  it  would,  I  think,  1  \vell  to 
notice  the  fact  that  the  steainera  witli  which  it  is  proposed  to  perform  the  service  are  actually 
on  ihe  line,  and  can  be  utilized  hb  soon  as  the  English  Poet  Office  send  a  mail  for  Bomlwy ; 
and  the  rest  of  India,  by  thu  Gsdlo  s.teamer3  on  the  11th  and  26th,  to  be  carrir-d  from 
Suez  to  Bumbuy,  by  Messrs.  Sttiarub  &  Uobarl's  steamers.  Letters  me  now  ^eiit  iVom 
Bombay  to  England  bv  Messrs.  Stearns,  Hobart  &  Co.'b  steamers,  but  it  is  ni>t  possible  to 
extend  the  benefit  of  the  extia  outwaid  mail  to  India  geueraljy,  as  the  dates  of  departure  are 
not  fissd,  and  tiwre  la  a  ebance  of  the  mdl  steamer  fttan  CMeaUa  arriving  befom  Messrs. 
Stearns.  Hobart  tc  Co.'sfi«^ht  Steamer  firom  Bombay,  and  in  that  ease  the  mails  would  be 
detained  in  E;:ypt. 

2.  Me^isrs.  Stearns,  Uobart  &  Co.,  I  was  informed,  are  willing  to  accept  a  provisional 
temporary  contract.  It  would  clearly  not  be  dmimble  to  accept  a  tender  proposing  a  speed 
of  only  eight  fcools  an  hour,  except  as  a  temporary  nmke-shift. 

3.  If  Government  were  to  conclude  an  n<:^rccnir'nt  aith  Messrs.  Stearns,  lloltart  &  Co.  for 
the  convey aiice  of  two  extra  mails  in  each  month  t')  and  from  Suez  and  Bombay,  1  believe 
that  Mesisrs.  Palmer  Sc.  Co.,  the  managers  of  the  Itali m  Brindisi  line,  would  gladly  imder> 
take  to  run  their  steamera  from  Alexandria  to  Brindisi,  in  connection  with  the  Bombay 
ateamcrs,  and  so  avoid  aU  chance  of  the  msil  bemg  detained  in  Egypt  in  conseiiaeaoe  of  the 
eeriier  anival  of  the  Cbma  mnil. 

4.  I  do  not  think  I  have  anv  more  to  add.   I  aiNoeaie  the  i: 

Messrs^.  Stearns  it  Uobart's  tender. 

1.  Because  it  wiil  at  once  Lrive  to  India  the  advaoUge  of  two  additional  mails  in 
eseh  month,  and  remedy  partially  the  ioeonvenienee  of  the] 


S.  Although  the  rnte  of  speed  is  Tery  slow,  the  time  gnhtedwiti  be  oonsidaiabl«b 
the  lutc,  probably,  in  practice  not  far  betowthatof  ^  ptesentmajl  steamera. 

3.  The  sub«dy  asked  is,  in  my  opinion,  very  moderate. 

4.  If  any  practical  difficulty  is  antir:p;iff-d,  In  regard  to  tlie  homeward  n  ails,  from 
tlie  possible  speed  of  the  Galle  steaiuc  .  aiusmg  mem  to  reach  Suez  before  Messrs. 
St  I'arns  &  Hobart's,  the  inconvenienc  e  n.i^ht  be  reOMdied  l*y  ««  ^TlffPpHWent  wilb  the' 
mnt]a.;trs  uf  the  Italian  line  from  Alexandria  to  Brindisi. 

Bombay,  2«  January  1666.  fl;  StJBiddeB. 

*  ■*T«ltgiam,  from  the  Governor  General  in  Ceaoeit  tO  tts  SoCMlSir  ef  fltali  ftr  India.  Jfaidis  4MBwi 
lemiBii.;  i«le4  Calculta,  17th  Janunry  1868.  w  ^mm  Tim  umm 

jJ^Ws  ham^newnd  from  the  Boinliny  and  noni^nl  StMiiiisliip  CoinpMiT  a  Dn.,r.l  .Ur,  1  ,  ,.Rrry  two 
aadUieosl  nsOi  every  month  between  Bombay  and  Sucx  Jor  20,000  (twioe  lOfiOO)  tup^  a  month.  We 
recommend  the  acceptance  ,,f  tliia  offiw,  ander  noper  eoDdtlteML  to  the  ftfMBM  ~ 
Majesty's  Poetouuter  Gonerai." 
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App^.  15.  (Home  Depwtaieni-rPost  Offioe^Nob  16  of  1866.) 

To  the  Bight  Hononnbk  Sir  Charhs  Wood,  Bftrt;,  o.cb^  Secratarfc^  State  for  In^ 

Sir,  ^  Fort  William,  23  November  1865. 

In  continuation  of  our  Despatch  in  this  Department,  No.  6,  dated  the  ITtli  of  April  last, 
•  N   oAAiT  Am*^  hzve  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  a  further  communication*  from  the 

OM^^mmSss.  I^ii^^^^^"^  General  of  the  Vo^i  Oi^ce  oD  tlie  eubject  of  the  amngements  for  po«tal  coaama- 

Dicalion  between  England  and  India. 

St.  We  earnestly  hope  that  the  existing  arrangement,  which  causes  ^eat  diasatisfoctioo 
to  the  mercantile  and  general  oommitnity,  will  not  be  much  longer  retained,  but  that  it  wiU 

be  superseded  hv  the  cstnbliohment  either  of  a  weekly  mail,  or  of  four  mails  a  month  to 
Sombay.  The  Nagpoie  exteiisiuii  of  the  (ireitt  ludiau  Petirnsula  Railway  wtU  be  opened 
to  Wurdab,  within  GO  miles  of  Nagpore,  in  January  next,  and  will  be  completed  to  Nag- 
pore,  it  n  believed,  in  Janvary  1867.  Between  Nagpore  and  Minapore  the  whole  distance 
can  be  traversed  by  mail  carts  throughout  the  year.  Even  now,  it  will  be  seen  from  tlie 
dates  for  closint:  the  mails  which  are  given  111  Mr.  Kiddell's  letter,  the  mails  via  Galle  have 
become  for  letters  quite  useless.  The  mail  which  kit  Calcutta  this  morning  by  the  Galle 
zoitte  is  due  in  London  on  or  abont  the  27th  proximo,  while  the  mail  which  closes  this 
evening  for  tlie  Bombay  route,  and  by  \\h'u-h  this  Despatch  will  be  tcansmitted,  should,  it 
is  believed,  reach  London  on  or  about  the  2 let. 

We  have,  &c. 
(signed)      John  XawrwM. 
£lt  S,  Mtsbtt* 

W.  Grey. 


Post  Opviob.— 25  October  1866. 

(No.  26.) 

pROCEBDiNGd  of  the  Bight  Honourable  the  Governor  General  of  India  in  Council|  in 
the  Public  Worlts  Department  (No.  891  c)^  dated  Simla,  2  September  1806. 

Read  again — 

Public  Works  Department,  Besolation  No.  2263  00,  dated  the  2l8t  September  1893* 
Ditto  -  >  ditto    -    Besolation  No.  0-18  c,  dated  the  6th  Jamiarr  IMS. 

Mail  Linet  between  Mombay  and  Calcutta,  and  between  Bombay  and  the  JSorth 

Read  also— 

•  Letter  No.  86,  dated  (I  c       "M  uxh  1865,  from  the  Under  Secretary  to  the  Government 
of  the  North  Western  Provinces,  io  the  Public  Works  Department,  Railway  Branch. 
Letter  No.  158  c,  dated  the  lath  Mateh  1865,  flom  the  Agent  to  the  Qovemor  General 
for  Ceniral  India. 

Letter  No.  782,  dated  the  6th  April  1865,  from  the  Secretary  to  die  Government  of 

Bombay,  in  the  Public  Works  Department. 
Letter       BUSQ,  dated  the  27th  April  1865,  from  the  Secictary  to  the  Chief  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Central  Provinces,  in  the  Public  Works  Department. 
Public  Works  Department  Letter  No.  505  c,  dated  the  aoth  Maj  1866,  to  the  Chief 

C>)mmissioner  of  the  Central  Provinces. 
Telegmm  dated  the  ISth  June  1865,  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Chief  OomnuHioner  of  the 

Central  Provinces,  in  the  Pablic  Works  Department. 
Telegram  dated  the  iTtb  June  1865,  ttcm  die  Secretary  to  tiie  Qovernnent  of  Bombay, 

in  the  Public  Works  Department. 
Letter  No.  1647,  dated  the  7tii  July  1865,  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Chief  Commissioner 

of  the  Central  Provinces,  in  the  PubUc  Works  Department. 
Letter  No.  is.'^o,  dated  the  luth  August  i866yfirom  the  SecvetMj  to  the  Oovemmcnt  of 

Bombay,  in  the  Raiiwaj  De{yattnient. 

Observatiom. — lu  Public  VV  oiks  Dnpartment  Resolution  No.  2263  o  a.,  dated  the  21st 
September  1863,  the  Post  Office  Administration  was  tiunisricd  with  iiilormatinn  in  regard 
to  the  state  and  probable  progress  of  the  lines  that  were  then  in  use,  or  which  might  shortly 
be  used,  for  the  conveyance  of  the  mails  between  Bombay  and  tibe  North  Western  Pro- 
vinces, and  between  Bombay  and  Calcutta.  In  January  1865,  it  appeared  to  the  Gny  rnr  r 
General  in  Council  desirable  to  revise  the  conclusions  arrived  at,  on  the  date  available  when 
the  resolution  above  quoted  -was  recorded  ;  and  the  Governments  of  Bombay  and  the  North 
Western  Provinces,  the  Chief  Commissioner  of  the  Central  Provinces,  and  the  Agent  to  the 
Governor  General  for  Central  India,  were  requested  to  consider  and  report,  at  an  early  date, 
the  facts  as  to  the  lines  of  railway  and  road  in  their  respeetive  territori^,  to  enable  this 
Department  to  furnish  a  corrected  statement  to  the  Post  Office  Administration.  The  letters 
dMTe  read,  contaui'nplits  to  this  ealL 

2.  Bdbra 
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App.  No.  15. 

%M  Before  proceeding  to  give  an  abstract  of  tUeir  contents,  it  may  be  stated  that  the  — — 
_Mla  for  CalcuUa  and  Um  North  Western  Provinces  arc  n  nv  taki^n  by  rail  Vkaan. 

Avm  Bombay  lo  Nargauro,  a  statioB  on  the  Jfagpore  branch  of  the  Gieat  inniMiy  to  NaiK^nni  idl  •  S9S  l» 

Indian  Peninsula  Railway,  about  10  nifes  fivm  BhoMwnl,  wbieh    the  Ssi^am  to  Asra ;  reui  -  MS  6t 

junction  of  the  brand)  with  the  main  line;  and  the  time  occupied  in  their  AgpatoBmru;  rtU  -  -  19 

tnu)»mi«aion  to  Benares  is  stated  by  the  Bombay  Governmeot  to  be  100  xotid  -  -  V20l  lOO 

honm,  M  ahown  on  the 


8*  The  present  state  andpobable  progress  of  the  various  lines  of  railway,  gathered  flrom 
the  Tsporta  now  before  the  Oovennnanty  and  other  accessible  information,  is  as  fottotra : — 

Qrmt  lndia»  PMhunIa  BaUwag,  Ihnh  JEuU  BiOtmdm 

4.  Hie  line  is  atpresent  open  to  Bhosawul,  but  no  part  of  the  North  East  Extension  is  as 
yet  completed.  The  Taptee  viaduct  will,  it  is  reported,  be  opened  in  October  next ;  and 
the  following  are  given  as  the,  earliest  probable  dates  of  opening  the  further  sections  of 
thwliosii 

To  Khuodwa    .......       May  1866. 

To  Hvnia  -  early  in  1807. 

To  SohaL'pore     -------     ditto  1868. 

To  Jubbutpoie    -------      ditto  1869. 

It  appears  to  the  Governur  General  in  Couiicil  thai  no  advantage  will  accrue  to  the  mails 
from  the  opening  of  any  sections  of  the  North  East  Extension  beyond  Khundwa,  until  the 
whole  line  is  avuilaU^  as  by  the  time  that  the  section  np  to  Hurda  i«  open,  the  road  be* 
tween  Nagpore  and  Jubbulpore  will  be  in  eomplete  order  thronghont.   It  may,  howerer, 

l)e  p  .  L-il  le  to  lipen  the  line  throughout  for  trollies,  on  which  the  mails  may  be  sent  some 
time  beture  the  dales  here  ^iven,  which  are  those  on  which  it  is  hoped  that  the  line  uill  be 
completed  up  to  the  various  points  named.  Trollies  drawn  by  horses  can  attain  a  speed  of 
12  miles  an  hni;r.  It  i'--  f  o'^sible,  thereforf  ,  tliat  I'V  tliis  nifrm-'  \hc.  r^^ii'ts  arrived  at  in  the 
subsequent  parograpliB  of  this  Re^ulutiuii  may  lail  short  ol  what  wiii  Im  actually  attainable, 

GrtiU  Jkdk»  Penintula  Railway. — Nagpore  Branch. 

6.  This  branch  is  now  open  as  far  as  Sheagaonit*  and  the  foUowing  an  gifen  as  the 

probable  dates  of  opening  tne  further  sections 

To  Budnaiiu  -------   November  1866. 

Kowteh  (Wnrdah  rirer)  ....      -  March  1866. 

Nagpore  January  1867. 

JEatt  Indian  Railway. — Juhhulpore  Extension. 

6.  No  portion  of  ibis  line  will  be  available  until  the  whole  k  completed;  and  the 
Government  of  the  North  Western  Provinces  reports  that  the  earliest  possible  date  by 
«vlii(  h  the  whole  line  aiay  be  finished  is  1st  April  1867t  which  is  the  date  by  wbidi  the 
cx^ntracton  are  bound  to  complete  it. 

7*  It  remains  to  be  congidered  how  far  iliesc  various  extensions  of  railways  may,  from 
time  to  time,  be  taken  advantage  of  for  the  purpose  of  expeditini^  the  transmission  of  the 

mails  to  Calcutta  and  Agia,  respectively;  the  chief  points  for  determination  being — 

let.  Will  it,  on  1st  November  1866,  be  advisable  to  take  the  Calcutta  mails  vid 
Nagpore  and  JubbolpOK^  instead  of  vid  Naigaum,  Indors  and  Agra? 

2nd.  Will  this  stiU  be  the  best  nmte  wheo  the  line  is  open  to  Khnndwsj  tIz.,  on 

iBt  May  1866  ? 

3rd.  Should  the  Agra  mails  be  transferred  to  the  line  vid  Khundwa  and  Indure, 
instead  of  Narganm  and  Indore,  on  the  opening  to  Khundwa? 

I'h.  ^Vi!l  it  he  ntlvisable,  on  lire  optning  of  the  Jubbulpore  extension  of  the  East 
Indian  iiaih\ay  in  April  IbOT,  io  transfer  all  Agra  mails  to  this  route? 

8.  If  the  first  two  questions  be  answered  in  the  affirmative,  the  question  of  the  Calcutta 

mails  Will  be  settled  ;  for  any  subsequent  extensions  of  the  railway  between  the  Wurdail 

River  and  Mirzapore  uill  increasc^he  advantages  of  this  route  until  the  North  Eaiit  Exten- 
sion of  the  Great  Bidian  Peninsula  Railway  is  open,  when  of  course  all  mails  will  go  by  it; 

but  the  answer  to  these  depend  in  great  uie;jsure,  iu  fact,  almost  entirely,  on  the  prolmble 
state,  on  ist  November  1 865,  of  the  road  from  Nagpore  to  Jubbulpore  and  on  to  Mirzapore^ 
and  on  diat  of  the  load  from  Bndnaiia  to  Nagpore. 

9.  The  last-named  piece  of  mad  &  ahont  117  miles  in  length,  and  it  is  probable  that  An 
30  miles  nearest  to  Nagpon  will  be  metalled  by  the  end  of  the  working  sesaon  in 
186&HS6.  The  rest  is  n  mere  cart  track,  but  good  in  dry  weather. 

10.  Ai 

Miles' 

•  Distant  tmm  Bombay  340 
Ditto  -  BhoMWul  .......M 

Sitte  •  Mafjgama  -  -...-.46 
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10.  As  rti^idii  the  road  between  Nagpore  and  Jubbulpore,  a  very  full  report  has 
recently  beuu  reoeivad  on  the  portion  between  Kamptee  (ten  mite*  uom  Naguore)ai4 
.  Jubbnlpore;  and  firom  this  it  appears  that,  vrHh  the  exoeptton  of  the  Koni  Qh&t,  there  wttt, 
on  the  Ist  Noveinbfr  next,  be  n»i  obstacle  to  iiviil  cart  traffic  wiiicli  may  noi  be  tetn jjorarily 
overcome,  and  which  will  not  be  entirely  removed,  by  J  une  1066.  The  old  ^li£it  road  canalaq, 
it  is  said,  be  renderad  punable  for  mau  carta,  ihoiild  it  be  oomidered  deeirabie  to  do  eoi 

t1.  Tlie  rn;id  from  Jubbulpore  to  Mirzapore  is  metalled  friiin  end  tu  end,  and  mail  cart* 
run  on  ii.  The  biidgiug  is  still  incomplete;  and,  iu  the  near  prospei-t  of  the  completion  of 
the  railway,  il  is  uoi  considered  worth  while  to  do  more  at  jirefaent  than  tu  iliush  those 
bridges  which  are  in  hand. 

12.  On  the  i>h  ile,  it  appears  to  the  Governor  Geiifial  in  Council  that  eight  iiiilus  an 
hour  may  eal'ely  be  calculated  on  as  the  minimum  speed  wbicb  will  be  attaiawble  by  mail 
carts  between  the  Wurdah  ItiTer  and  M inapore  when  the  Nagpore  eztcn«ioD  of  the  Gvett 
India  Peuin&ula  Railwav  is.  dpen  to  tlint  river.  The  wliolf  time  occupied  in  traveilinij  frum 
Bouibay  to  Mirzapore  by  liic  two  louies,  vid  Nagpore  and  Jubbulpore,  and  vi&  2sargaaiB 
and  Indore,  will  then  be' as  foUowsj^  n—MiTii«g  a  rate  of  19  miles  an  hour  on  the  lino  frooi 
Bombay  io  both  cases^* 


lk(gf4irt  Mtd  JuiMpon  <m  IM  Hmmter  IBM : 

Budnaira  to  Nappore  :  maf),  at  six  aille><  an  Iionr  -       -  - 
Nagpore  tu  Mirzapore  ^  ruu<t,  ut  eigitl  miles  an  bour 

1 

Miles. 
410 
107 
407 

Momn,  ■ 
9(6 

Ifl 
61 

Tovjx  -  -  - 

m 

6S 

» 

Vift  Sagpore  and  Jubbulpore  on  \U  JTordk  1666  : 

Bombay  fo  ^^'^|lda1l  Tliv'>r  ;  rail  ------ 

Total  ... 

467  j 
60 

24fi 

«i 

so 

31 

6«4 

84 

Vili  Nwfgmm,  aad  Indont 

Total  -  «  - 

306 

536 
332 

ler  ! 

6-2  t 
17  X 

1^ 

Ml  ^ 

showing  a  balnnce  of  nhottt  3|  hourx  en  iBt  November  1866,  «»d  ll|  boon  on  let  Bfaidi 

18G6,  in  favour  of  llie  iVagj)orf  r»jute. 

18.  Again,  on  the  opening  of  the  North  East  Extension  of  the  Great  India  Peninsula 
Battway  to  Klunulwa,  tb*  time  to  Agm  will  bo  as  foUowB:;- 

Total  .  .  . 

96S 

460 

Houru 

ao 

68§ 

SOS 

78 

eidiich  shows  a  saviag  of  shoot  eight  Iwurs  on  Ibe  pmsent  line  ei'd  Ifancaum,  besides  a 
^aunntion  in  ki^th  of  mail  oait  woik  of  66  nilat.  The  aaswer  to  tbo  &n«t  question  is 
theiefbre  elearj  vis^  that  tim  Agm  mub.  ihonU  go  by  Khnndwa  as  •oonnt  possible. 

14.  ^ 


*  Ciilealsted  at  18  milea  sa  hoor.  The  present  tfass  is  stslsd  \g  the  Bmsb^r  Cwimsnt  to  be  Id  boon. 

f  Present  time,  as  given  bj  Bombsy  G)>v«mmsaf« 

1  Advwtiiad  tiiDS.  .... 

f  CslealstsJ  at  piiissat  late  from  Nsigsim  <e  Ajra.  • 
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14.  In  comparing  th«  route  nil  Khnodwrn  «ad  Aglm.  to  tittt  w4  Nag^pore,  for  the  Calcutta 

mails,  the  foUuwing  lesult  is  arrived  at  via  Khaodwa: — 


Miles. 

Hours. 

Bombay  to  Agra,  as  above  - 

802 

73 

Agn.  to  Minapore 

4 

332 

17 

TOVAK    -    -  - 

1,134 

90 

wbicli  is  about  six  hours  lunger  than  the  other  route.  The  >cc()iid  question  rai«ed  is,  there- 
foie,  easily  dispo*-ed  «f,  viz.,  that  the  Calcutta  iMi\U  should  go  by  the  Nagpore  rout*  when 
the  Nagiiore  branch  of  the  Great  In  lia  Peninsul  i  Kailway  is  not  opea  btfyoDtl  the  Wurdub, 
although  the  North  East  Extension  be  open  to  Khundna. 

16.  The  next  point  to  be  determined  m  whether,  after  the  Jubbulporc  extension  of  the 
En  St  Indian  Railway  is  open,  h  will  be  worth  wlule  to  send  the  mails  for  Agra  by 
that  route. 


16.  The  following  would  be  tbs  ealenlatton: — 


Vt&  Itagpon  i 

Hvurt, 

617 

163 

SS6 

2764 

i 

Torn.  -  -  - 

74J 

agaiiMt  73  hoovs  «U  Klmndwa- 


17.  Thp  difference  in  time  on  fhe  above  calculations  would  be  against  the  Najjpore  route; 
but  tht  re  wuuld  be  greater  certainty  and  regularity  owinp:  to  the  lea^tb  of  road  being 
nadnced  to  167  miles,  which  would  then  all  be  in  gwKi  ordei  ,  and  a  speed  of  10  milet;  an 
hoar  probably  obtainuhie ;  moreover,  the  estabUshnieat  will  be  on  the  one  road,  and  have 
been  withdrawn  from  the  other.  For  every  stittion  below  A^r  i,  the  Governor  General  ia 
.Council  is  of  opinion,  the  Xa_'pore  route  would  then  undoubtedly  be  tlic  In  st. 

18.  1^0  ac4.'ouni  baa  been  taken  in  the  above  calculutioos  of  any  possible  improvements 
IB  the  Khuiidwia,  Indore  and  Agra  Road, — 1st,  becau«e  it  does  not  appear  probable  that 
any  improvement  will  he  made,  within  the  pi  tiods  referred  to,  which  wiil  niat>  rial!v  affect 
the  avtrage  rate  of  travelhng;  and  2ti<i,  because  tlie  re^^uits  airived  at,  would  not,  except  in 
the  last  instance,  be  disturb*^  by  any  shght  increase  in  that  rate. 

19.  The  resnltS)  therefote,  airived  at  are  as  follows,  with  reference  only  Ut  the  probable 
state  of  'the  various  lines  <»f  rsilway  and  road  on  the  several  dates  named,  and  the  probable 
rate  at  whtch  the  mails  could  be  carried  : — 

Ou  1st  November  1B6S,  and  after  1st  March  1866,  or  on  opening  of  the  Nagpore  fifancb 

of  the  Great  India  Peninsula  Uuilway  to  Budn'iira— 

The  Agra  nafls  should  continue  to  go  by  thew  present  route. 

Time  to  A::;ra,  79  to  81  hoTirs. 

Tiic  Ciilcutla  ma.U  siiuuld  go  by  rail  to  the  Wurdali  Kiver,  and  tbeuce  by  road  to 
M'lTtapore. 

'  Time  to  Mirznpore,  03,  reducing  on  1st  Mnrch  to  R  l  hours. 

I  let  May  1866,  or  ou  opeoiog  of  the  Nurtb  East  Extension  of  the  Great  India  Peninsula 
Railway  to  Khnndwa— 

The  Agra  nwUs  shoold  be  sent  witf  Kbuadwa  mid  Indore,  inilead  of  «&t  Naigiautt 

and  indore. 

Time  to  Agra,  73  hours. 

The  Calcutta  mails  should  continue  to  -ro  ind  Nagpore. 

'  lat  January  1867,  or  on  opening  of  the  ?«agpore  Branch  of  the  Great  India  Peiiimula 
fiailway  to  N a. -pore — 

The  Citlcutta  mailit  will  go  as  far  an  Nagpore  by  rail,  saving  60  miles  of  road  and 
getting  an  equal  amount  of  rail,  thus  saviug  four  hours. 

Time  to  Minapore,  76  houa. 

Od  Ist  April  if^*^?,  '  r  on  opening  of  the  Jubbnipore  Extension  of  the  East  Indian 

Railway  from  Allahabad  to  Jubbulpore— • 

The  Cslcntta  mails  will  continue  to  go  by  the  same  route;  but,  instead  of  S46  miles 

by  road  from  Jubbulpore  to  Mirzapore,  they  will  liavo  225  mile- of  t-u I  to  AUshabu4y 
and  03  mure  to  Mirzapore,  which  will  Lau!^e  a  saving  in  time  of  ld|  bonis. 
Time  to  Minapore^  64|  boiwfc 
0.43.  4K4  If 
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Ajemma,  to  vkbomt  fbok  tbm 


App.  No.  15.         If  (be  Agra  mftils  were  also  then  sent  by  thin  route,  a  loss  of  time  of  abooK  two  howi 

I  would  occur  for  mails  to  Ai;ra  and  places  above  it,  ordinarily ;  but  the  mails  would  be.  more 

2jular,  and  some  600  miles  of  mail  cart  road  might  be  abandoned,  arrangements  for  the 
ditional  weight  bcinc;  made  on  160  miles. 

ArrangementA  on  a  small  scale  would,  however,  in  this  case  have  to  be  made  fortoww 
on  or  near  the  old  Uae  of  toad. 

Obdbr. — Ordered,  that  a  copy  of  the  fofegoine  resolution  be  forwarded  to  tbe  Hone 

Department  for  information,  in  contionation  of  Pabuc  Worki  DeptrUneat,  ReedutionNQt 
13c,  dated  tbe  6th  January  1865. 

(signed)       C.  II.  Dickens,  Lieut.  Col.,  r.a., 
Seererary  to  the  Government  of  India, 
Public  Works  Dqiartment. 


No.  2152,  dated  Simla,  the  20th  Sepf«nber  18611. 

Copv  forwarded  In  tlie  Director  General  of  tlio  Poat Offioo  of  India,  ifith  anqoesttbat 

he  will  submit  a  report  on  the  subject. 

By  Order, 


(signed)      A,  M,  Monteath. 


Under  Seerstaiy  tu  the  Government  of  India. 


(No.aT> 

PsOCXKDINOs  of  the  Right  Honourable  the  Governor  General  of  India  in  Coundl*  Pnbfio 
Works  Department  (No.  1065  c);  dated  Simla,  16  October  18«5. 

KkA  fimt  toiseai  BmAag  and  Cakutla,  and  between  BamAajf  mud  tie  Nortft  msfsrn 

Provinces. 

Rkao  ajcaia  Public  Works  Department  Resolution  to  Home  Department.  No.  891  o, 
dated  Cod  September  1885. 
Public  Works  Department  Letter  No.  898  o.»  dated  Snd  September,  to  dte  Ooreroment 

of  Bombay. 

Bead  letter  from  tbe  Govemmeat  of  Bombay,  No.  8888,  dated  and  October  1885. 

OnDZB.— Ordered,  that  a  copy  of  tbe  above  letter  from  the  Government  of  Bombay 
be  fiinrarded  to  the  Home  Dejwrtment,  with  reference  to  paragraph  4  of  the  Resolution 
of  Snd  September  lest,  In  order  Aat  die  postal  euthortties  might,  if  considered  advisable^ 

enter  into  arrant^rcmrnts  with  tlie  contractors  for  the  Norih  Eastern  Extension  of  the  Great 
India  Peninsula  Railway  tor  the  more  extended  use  of  the  line  on  the  Nag  pore  Branch, 
•which,  it  is  now  said,  may  be  open  to  tbe  Wnrdah  River  in  January  next,  ioslead  of  Mnidb, 
4»  before  stated. 

(signed)       C.  H.  Dickens,  Lieut-Col.,  R.  a. 

Secretary  to  tlic  Government  of  lodiay 
Public  Works  Departoient. 


(No.  28). 

From  Colonel  If.  Kendall,  B.E.,  Actinir  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  Bombay, 
Bailway  Department,  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  C  II.  Dickens,  r.a..  Secretary  to  the 
GoTerament  of  India,  Public  Works  Department  (No.  2289);  dated  2  October  1005. 

I  AM  directed  by  his  Excelleocy  the  Governor  in  Council  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter,  No.  893  c,  dated  8nd  iDStant,  rdative  to  the  use  of  trollies  for  the  conveyance 
of  the  maili  on  the  Noith  Eastern  Extension  of  the  Great  India  Peninsula  Railway  before 
it  is  opened  for  traffic;  and  in  reply  beg  to  forward  copies  of  commouications  from 
the  agent  of  the  railway,  and  the  oonsttUing  engineer  to  Government,  suggesting 
that  the  postal  authorities  make  their  own  arrangements  with  the  contractors  w 
the  line. 


Firom  Oaptain  S.  (Mem,  ilw..  Agent  to  tbe  Great  India  Peninsula  Railway,  Bombay,  to 
Lieutenant  Colonel  A.  De  Lisle,  it.B.,  Consulting  Engineer  for  Railways,  Bombay  (No. 

4790);  duted  21  .September  1805. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  tlie  16th  instant,  No.  2iy46,  I  have  the  honour  to  slate,  that 
the  chief  resident  engineer  is  of  opinion  that  the  proposed  arrangement  to  make  ttie 
nnopened  Nurth  Eastern  Extension  available  for  the  conveyance  of  mails  by  trollies,  will 
cause  great  inconvenience  to  the  contractors,  and  might  end  in  many  difficnUira. 

I  would  suggest  that  the  postal  authoriticij  make  their  own  arrangements  with  the  con- 
tiactors  where'they  wish  to  have  trollies.  The  company  can  incur  no  respousibihty  on 
nuppeoed  contracts.  ^ 
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Vimmomumvu  hf  Ae  Gomaliing  EngiDeer  fiir  Railways,  Bombay  (No.  807«) ;  dated 

26  Septofliber  ISM.  App.  No.  15. 

The  unrJpraigned  has  the  lioiiour  to  strite  tfint  the  ajjeut,  Great  India  Peainsulu  Rallw;iy,  " 
is  iinvciUing  to  enter  into  any  agreements  with  the  contractors  fcr  conveying  the  mails 
by  trollies,  but  ittggetto  that  the  PoMOMttter  Qeoeral  should  make  his  own  arm^ements 
with  them. 

2.  There  a,  Iiowpver,  no  pro^spftct  of  the  mails  being  carried  by  the  North  Eastern  Line 
to  Jubbulpore,  as  wliat  penimncnt  way  is  laid  is  in  detached  portions,  and  the  girder- bridges 
cannot  be  oompteied  until  the  permanent  way  reaches  them ;  the  giideis  are  too  heavy  for 
carting. 

3.  The  only  way  is  to  go  by  the  Nagpore  Bninch»  which  may  open  to  Budnaira  in 
November  and  the  Wuidah  River  in  Jannaiy.   The  mails  might  <;>i  beyond  this  by  con- 

tnictor's  tmin.  Within  30  miles  ofNrif;p  rc  (licrc  is  a  good  mail  road  passable  in  tiic  raiaSf 
sod  a  bridged  and  metalled  road  to  Jubbulpore,  so  that  next  rains  there  would  be  no  diffi- 
culty in  getting  the  mails  through  by  this  ronie. 

(siiined)      A.  De  Lisle, 

Lieut-Coi.,  R.E. 


No.  8187,  dated  Simla,  38  October  1866^ 


Copy  forwarded  to  the  Director  Gi>nenil  of  the  Post  Office  of  India,  in  cmtinuiition  of 
No.  91  &S,  dated  the  aoth  ultimo. 

By  Order, 
(signea)      A,  JP.  Hmoellt 

Under  Secretary  to  the  GoTemment  of  India. 


(No.  2447.) 

From   JI.  B.  Riddell,  Esquire,  Director  General  of  the  Post  Office  of  Indi»,  to 
C.  Baijly,  E-'cuiiie,  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  India,  Home  Department; 
dated  Calcutta,  20  JNovember  1866. 


Oir, 

With  rererence  to  the  correspondence  quoted  in  margin,  I  think  it  right  to  diaw  the 
attention  of  Government  to  the  fact  that,  if  ofEcial  reports  are  to  be  trusted,    .,     ,^       „     .  „ 

L      •        r  .i     r<      ,  J    )■       D    •      »    i>  •!  -11  From  Dirn tiir  Ofnersl  offte  Post  OtSee 

theNap:porc  cxti  nsion  of  ilic  Great  Iiidi,.n  Peninsula  Railway  will  very  of  India,  t,,  th.  SrcrrUry  to  the  Govfn,m«it 

shortly  be  opeu  )u  tiie  VViiriluh.    The  taue  required  for  the  transmission  of  indm,  Hume  Department, No. 3:^17, daced 

of  a  mail  from  Calcutta  to  Bombay  will  then  be  further  reduced,  and  the  '^/a^'lJ^!;^^, 

extravagant  absurtiity  of  the  e-visting  mail  senriee  between  IndiaandSaea     "  " 

irfll  ba  enren  nure  glaringly  apparent  than  it  now  is* 

S.  The  following  Memorandum  shows  the  <ktes  on  winch  mails  vtd  Bombay  and  eild 
Oalle  will  be  despatched  during  the  next  six  months: — 


To  ditto,  from  ditto.  No.  3287,  dated  2dth 


Date  uf  Mail 

cloaed 
at  CsUwtta. 

Roate. 

Duo  in  London 
IfaiMilles. 

Date  of  Mail 

olued 
atCalontlB. 

Route. 

Due  in  London 
vii 
Maiaajllos. 

8  Dec  '  1886 

„  Bombay 
„  Galle  ■ 
„  Bombay 

1 2JsBasry. 
ft 

88  „ 
80  „ 

8  MaTCh  • 

22     „  . 
S8     „  - 

1888 

»» 
n 
» 

„  Bombi^- 
„  GsUs  • 
„  Benhay 

13  ApriL 

«  n 
SO  „ 

8Januaiy  1888 
f     n   '  n 
.»   •  n 

99     ft   -  M 

„  Gidle  - 
„  Bombay 
„  Galle  . 
J,  Bombay 

12  February. 

26  „ 
SO  „ 

8  April  - 
8     „  - 
22     „  - 
88     „  - 

1866 
w 
n 
n 

„  Galle  - 
„  Bombay 
„  Gttlle  - 
Bombay 

13  May. 
«1  t, 

8  February  1866 
^    f     '  n 
M     »     •  * 
«     .>     -  ». 

„  Galle  • 
1,  Bombay 
„  Galle  • 
„  Bomliay 

16  March. 

29  ^ 
88  „ 

8  May  - 
8     „  • 
22     n  - 
«»    n  - 

1866 
» 
ft 

Gallti  - 
„  Bombay 
„  Galle  - 

BodUmj 

12  June. 

26  „ 
1» 

It  wiH  be  seen  that  from  Pehmary  the  letters  despatched  by  direct  steamer  «AI  Oalle 
will  maeh  Bngbaid  a  week  after  those  despatched  mi  the  1 

OAi,  4L 


by  direct  steamer 
day  «AI  Bombay. 

3.  Whatever 
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App.  No.  15.       3*  Whatever  sum  is  expended  out  of  the  refcmies  of  India  for  the  muDtonaace  of  a  line 

-  of  steamers  between  Suez  and  Calcutta  via  Galle  is,  for  all  postal  purpo<;cs,  absolutely 

waated,  and  I  respeelfuUy  submit  tliat  the  interests  of  India  ought  not  w  be  ^^aciificed  to 
jhe  reouironicnt  ot  China  and  AtiHtrali>t.  H  the  sum  puid  for  tlie  poitul  coniuiunicut  oii 
with  China  and  Aasti^alia  is  not  sufficient,  it  may  be  necessary  to  increase  the  subsidy ;  bat 
I  caimot  conceive  any  reason  why  the  increaae  should  he  at  the  cost  of  India,  or  why  a 
suin,  uliich  would  be  prubably  more  than  sufHcieiit  to  provide  a  weekly  mail  cninmunira- 
lion  between  all  parts  oi'  India  and  Suez  stiuuld  be  spent  on  a  line  which  is  practically 
ueelett  to  India. 

I  have,  &c. 
(ftiened)      H.  B.  Riddell, 

Dinctor  General  of  the  Poit  Office  of  India. 
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Appendix,  No.  16. 


PAPEB  luuMtod  in  by  Hi.  BoaMmt. 


App-  No.  iP« 


Lbttbr  from  Mr.  J.  D.  IHtJikmn  Vn^T.N.  BMUngtm,  XM,^ 


East  India  House, 
Sir,  7  Sept.  1854. 

Beferkixg  to  the  4th  paragrapli  of  Sir 
James  Mclviirs  letter  of  the  3d  ult.,  I  am  now 
commanded  to  state*  thnt  the  Court  of  Directors 
of  the  East  XucHft  Company  liave  had  trader  con- 

sidcration  the  lctt<  r  from  Scrretary  to  Her 

>[ajc8tv's  Treasury,  under  date  the  1 1  th  J  uly  1K54, 
t'rwanicd  hy  desire  of  the  Board  of  CommiBsioners 
fortlic  Affairs  of'Iiulin,  with  your  letter  <if  the  17tli 
of  that  mouth,  a.s  to  the  j)roportiuud  of  the  coat  of 
the  contract  packet  service,  and  of  the  other  ex- 
penses of  the  postal  oommtuiication  with  India, 
and  with  places  to  eaatmrard,  to  be  borne  by 
the  revenues  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  of 
India  rcrpectively. 

8.  It  rtppears  from  Mr.  Wilson's  letter,  that  the 
new  arraiiLTi  ments  which  have  been  made  for  the 

entire  postal  serviec  from  England  to  Alexandria, 
aii  i  through  Egypt  to  Aden,  to  all  tlic  Preaiden- 
of  India,  to  Ceylon  and  China,  as  well  as  to 
Australia,  and  vice  versa,  involve  a  total  coet  of 
232,300/.  per  annum,  which  consists  of  tho  fol- 
loiriiigitemB,  viz.: 

Ist.  The  contract  with  the  Peninsular  and 
Oriental  Steam  Xavlgation  Company  f"r  the 
conveyance  of  the  mails  between  England 
and  tlie  East,  including  the  nervice  to  Aus- 
tta^  but  ezolnslTe  of  Bombay,  199,600 
per  Mmnm; 

2d.  The  oontraei  wiih  lihe  same  Ccnnpany 
for  conveying  tlie  mails  between  Aden  and 
Bombay,  24,700/.  per  annum  ;  nnd, 

3d-  The  cost  ot  transit  of  the  mails  through 
Egypt,  which  is  8,000/.  per  aimimi,  paid  to 
hie  Highnese  the  Pasha. 

And  the  L<orcl8  of  ITer  Majesfy'H  Trciaaury  pro- 
pose that  in  future  all  the  costa  included  in  the 
above-named  sum  of 288,800/1  should  be  defrayed 
by  the  British  Government ;  that  the  Post  Omce 
should  receive  all  the  postage,  charging  to  the 
East  IweBk  CompMj*  and  receiving  mto  -dm  n- 
Tenue  postage  upon  the  Indian  oorrespon- 
dence ;  and  that  any  loss  incurred  on  ihese  ser- 
0.43. 


vices  should  lie  hc  rne  in  equal  moieties  by  the 
Home  Government  and  the  xiast  India  Company, 
the  latter  paying  to  the  former  the  hsJf  of  the 
net  loss. 

3.  Such  the  Court  tmderstaud  to  be  the  ar- 
rangement proposed  by  tlicir  Lurdsliipa  in  sub- 
stitution for  that  now  in  existence ;  and  as  the 
Court  have  ah^ady  undertaken  to  contribute  to- 
wards  the  newly  made  and  more  extended  postal 
e(iiitrai-!~,  it  only  remains  to  dotcnuine  what  shall 
be  the  proportion  of  their  contributiui!. 

4.  The  Court  are  unable  to  admit  the  validity 
of  the  reasoning  upon  which  the  Xjords  of  the 

Treasury  appear  to  base  their  (  jiiu'ii'!:.  lh;it  the 
Interests  of  this  eountry  and  of  India  are  equal  ::ti 
respect.^  some  j^ortions  of  these  contracts.  AVitli 
regard  to  China,  it  appwrs  to  the  Court  tha!  ih  ■ 
proportionate  amount  of  cummcrcial  and  jiuliilea! 
i:  terests  po?:Je!«scd  hy  Great  Britain  and  India  in 
relation  to  that  country,  was  determined  upon 
sound  principles  when  we  arrangement  was  made 
in  the  year  1884,  for  defraying  the  expense?  of 
the  consular  establishment  maintaine<l  by  Iler 
HigeBfy*S  Government  in  China,  and  under  whidi 
arrangement  it  was  agreed  that  India  shoidd  bear 
one-third  of  the  annual  charge  of  such  consular 
estabiishm'"'*- 

5.  Whilst  the  Court  are  far  from  underrating 
the  importance  to  India  of  the  trade  with  China, 
they  cannot  refrain  from  adverting  to  the  factt 
that  the  Indian  trade  with  China  is  now  carried 
on  principally  by  British  shinping,  and  that,  by 
the  commercial  and  fiscal  policy  of  England,  the 
manufaefures  of  India,  which  had  been  suj>er- 
seded  in  India  itself  by  those  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  have  been  in  like  manner  dfiven  out 
of  Cnina.  The  Court  think  that,  ttpon  reconsi- 
deration and  a  reference  to  these  jpoints,  tlic  Lords 
of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  will  admit  that  the 
value  of  steam  communication  with  China  is  far 
greater  to  the  people  of  Gxeal;  Britain  than  it  is 
to  the  people  of  India.  The  Court  must  also  ob- 
serve that  the  potital  communication  between  this 
eountry  and  Alexandria,  wUnh  has  hitherto  been 
conducted  at  the  sole  expense  of  the  Crown, 
must  be  kept  up  for  purposes  irrespective  of  the 

4  L  2  GoTenunent 
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Aff.  No.  l6.  Government  of  India,  and  that,  eo  f ar  as  respects 
Australia,  the  interest  of  India  in  the  postal 
•ernee  i*  of  oaammiSanlLj  mall  importance; 
Aey  would  therefore  request  ihat  l&e  subject 

may  undergo  the  review  of  tlieir  Loidsliips,  with 
the  hope,  in  which  they  trust  that  the  Board  will 
Ooncnr,  that  the  present  question  may  be  settled 
upon  the  principle  tliat  one-third  only  of  the  loss 
sustained  by  the  conduct  of  the  postal  cummu- 
nicatiom  ahonld  be  bome  bj  the  revenues  of 
India. 

6.  Whilst  discussing  this  question,  the  Court 
would  desire  Ut  bring  prominently  to  notice  the 
state  of  the  postal  service  between  the  pxiscipal 
Presidencies  and  ports  of  India  and  China,  aid 
wUdi*  fiom  Hb  ennailDiis  route,  necessarily  tn- 
▼dves  delay  in  the  interohaage  of  ci«respoiideiice« 


and  affords  ground  uf  cl  il  i  l  iint  on  the  part  of 
those  who  are  interested  in  u  h  conununicatioD, 
The  Court  are  of  opnion  that  «t  least  Calcutta 
should  have  the  benefit  of  direct  fertnightly  cooi- 
munlcation  with  Canton  by  steamships  of  juffi- 
dent  power  instead  of  being  compelled,  as  it  ii 
the  case  at  present  with  both  Calentts  ui 
Madras,  to  forward  it«  correspondence  to  Point 
de  Oalle,  where  it  is  taken  up  by  vessels  en  route 
to  China,  and  they  would  sue^est  tluit  t)ie  Tcaseb 
performing  snch  service  showd  touch  at  BaiwiKit 
sad  Moulmela  on  their  way  to  and  from  Chuu. 

Iaiii,&e. 

(signed)      J,  Dm  JHdunamf 

Deputy  SeoieUiy. 

Sir  T.  N.  RedingtOD,  S.C.B, 
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Appendix,  No.  17* 


PAPEBS  haiuiod  in  by  Mr.  JMmag,  15  Maj  1866. 


SAnwAT  CoMPAKiBs'  Elbotbio  TKLXOBAras  IK  IiTDiA.  Tabulab  Statxmbkt  tekm  6<mi  Papen 
Noi.  3  Bid  3a,  banded  into  the  Select  Comnnttee  on  Easi  India  Conmiittieationa,  1666. 


BllLWATS. 


Eut  fodiii 

Bombay,  Barodi,  and 
Centnl  ImHft  - 

Eutem 
Eautrrn  Bcn^iU 
'Great  Sootbem  of 

India 

Midru  -      -  > 


in 


Islndkto 
SI  Des.  18{M, 
incladinK 

ODsadited 


Expenditure 
in  EnicUnil  to 

!ti.,  on  Stord, 
for  Freighta, 
fro. 


£.  $.  d.  £.  d. 
157,791    I    (5   70,2jO  17  - 


tl;m  10  3 


1,046 

2,&43 
14^07 

ft»6M 


U  91 

7  a 


la,&91   3  6 

2,547  1  5 
%430  1  4 


Total 
Expeoditon. 


Cash  Receipts  on  aocoant 
ot  Prirau  UetMfM  (skrrioe 


im. 


298,046  IR    6^  3,996    5  10 


16,821  13  9 
3,694  -  2 


No  Retum. 
23   3  8 


19  4 
18,404  17 


6    -■    -.',330    2  4 

3  6  34,016  13  8 

4  10    «^0t  7  10 
18,274  19  10 


48,342  16  11 


«viiS8  8  le  iM,sn  s  10 


8^9  ff  -  888  8  - 

■1,973    8    ■«  21-    -  9 

48,223  17    2  7  3 

17,043  12    8  54  18  2 

17,971  19    iij  30-5 

66,747  13  11  2,903  13  lU 


1884. 


411.881  IS  9  8^88  18  1 


4,347  11  - 
A  boat 

2,930   -  - 

48  17  4 

887  18  8 

251  15  - 

981    1  6 

337  10  4 

409    1  7 

3,700  10  10 


£.    «.  d.\     £.    t.  i. 

21.517  11    r  24,712    C  8 


13^488  8  8 


UepaftHot  la  hdift  on 
•lorWeririatMd 


186& 


1864. 


726  14  a 

187  17  9 
884  11  11 

'J7    3  7 
l,2ai    S  11 
914   6  7 
658  11  - 

5,431   3  1 


91,788  8  4 


3,622  3  10 

886-10 

1,881  18  7 

!M  U  3 

2,liti  8  - 

1,687  13  - 

807  13  10 

7,481  8  8 


Linet  and  SMfaMM  open. 

No.of  Oflicc*. 


No.ofMUe«. 


1863. 


1864. 


\,m  1,103 


41,888  18  ft 


185} 

28 
110 

1'} 
^2 
114 

32 

781} 


306 

28 
110 

70 
570 
114 

47 

782 


1863. 


2,940  3,141 


D9 


0 
21 

n 


67 


1864. 

Ill 

37 

9 
SI 

14 
57 

64 


•Dm 


Eqp>8itai*«f  tUa  Coi^taf.  wbich  ia  only  given  ia  total  ia  their  ntnra.  kM  been  apportiaiMd  IhIiimw  ladi*  and  RngUnd  is  Um 
fado(iii«BiiilittetTOOimntri«)  of  tto  total  BipeadiliinordldH   


Statement  op  the  Capital  ExrKNPiTriiE,  and  of  the  Wobking  of  Indian  Telegraphs  ('nrvvi-rnment 
and  Railway),  taken  from  a  Paper  handed  herewith  to  the  Select  Committee  on  East  Indian  Conmiuuicati<ni8> 
1666,  and  Papers  referred  to  therein. 


Capital  Expenpitube: 

Goremment  Teleprtpbs,  to  official  year  1808-4 
Railway  Telegraphy  to  31  December  1884 


TOTAI. 


1,140,801    14  8 
411,9-24     12  8 


je.  1,6^780     0  11 


Gorenment  Tekfimphi, 
Official  Yaar  1863-4. 

RjiiWfiT  Telrgraph«, 
Ye&r  ending  31  Deo.  1864. 

Total. 

Wo&KlKO: 
Bepshdrvkb  (woilciaK  and  mafaileimaoa) 
Bncniw  (ii»r  laleyaph  nii8iig8i»  fcfc)    •     .  . 

<.      A  d 
1W|6«6    1  6 

"  10 

£,    a.  At 
41^86  18  « 

18,880   8  8 

£,    9.  4. 
]78»445   -  1 

104,888   7  I 

Salaoce  of  loas,  irrespectiTe  of  \  ^ 
uilBi«rt«n«B|ind 

4««m  -  10 

98|8»8  18  % 

1*  •* 

^ote^Tha  Receipts  in  reipeot  of  the  Railway  Telegraphs  are  for  private  moengoo  onlyi  Sonioa 

(wuwad  ftr. 

nuMagaa  not  beiqg 

OAS. 
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SUMMABY  of  Statements  of  Beceifts  and  £xpmn>rnjB£  on  account  of  Governmemt  Elbcikc 
TKLKrjii  Avns  mludi'a  from  the  year  185(MS1  to  1869-64,  both  inoliuave;  tiik«n£NimPailiuiiei»t«7  Fftpen 
Ko.  287  of  1863  and  No.  20  of  1866. 


Statement  alKmiiig  the  Cub  B«oeipte  on  Mooout  of  Prhate  Meangii,  FSaca, 
•ad  aaank  afGlMtti  aaaaaranl  of  BnvlM  MtMigMi 

Ezpendibue 
of  GorenuDdt 

TeUvafk 
DeiMitwrt^ 

India, 

on  Accourit  of 

!»nd 
Matnieuaet. 

In  India 
after  Cifiiit  (or 

ReoeipU  c( 
VruertUxMe 
State*. 

In  England, 
Tk.,  oa 

I'urcli«»e  of 

Slorcs, 
EWgbts,  See. 

TOIAL. 

Caih 

Beei-iptB  on 
Accaant 
of 

Private  MetMgee. 

Chargts 
on  Service 
MfHigei 

TOTAL. 

£.      s.  d. 
S61>8iO   1  C 

•eovoBtoraleetne 

the  GoTcrnment  1 
head  of  Contlracti 
thatapoftian  of  tli 

 . 

£.     *.  i. 
58ifi2a.  IS  9 

aba  ntirr,  exf  enilit 
t<IHiri|)h»  in  Indin 
letarn)  ho*  been  ii 
on  Expeoditnre  i  I 
U  expendhan  aur 

1 

l,Utjm  14  3 

uro  in  England  on 
(ui  it  i»  fivco  in 
kctndt'd  utiilvr  the 
lat  it  is  probab:c 
iMRa  boea  in  re- 

£.     ».  d. 
378,714  11  8 

£.     «.  d. 

£.     :  a. 
3^76  11  6 

£.      *.  <t 
MW,!^^  12  7 

£.     «.  tf. 
933,4(3  13  8 

SUIMM  ARY  of  Statements  of  Kkckipts  nnd  Expendititre  on  account  of  Railway  Cojcpanies'  I>Lr.CTiuc 
TfiLEGRArns  in  India ;  taken  from  Papers  Nos.  3  and  3a  delivered  into  Select  Committee  on  £aet  indii 
Commnnicatiaiis,  18661. 


Expendlnie  Inowre 

d  b  OontraetfaB  l»8l*  DaemlMr  18M. 

Reeeipti  on  aooount  of  Tel<g^k  Menifet  during  the 

of'^eTd^^ 
Departmaili 

in  India,  on  aceaoit 

In  Ia«Sia. 

InEaghnd. 

TOTAlv. 

^Prints 

TOTAL. 

of  Workiag 
MalntcaaDcek 
during 

flMIWlMi. 

£.     «.  A 

£.     *.  A 

£.      «.  A 

A 

2]8^a  S  10 

MMtl  SIO 
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Appendix,  No.  19. 


L£TT££  addresdcd  to  the  Chairmao. 


From  the  Honoorable  A,  F,  Brornih  Cluiniiaii,  CfaMnbtt  «f  ConmMFee*  to  S,  IF,  Crawford,    ^pp.  Ko.  18. 

Ebk],,  m.  p.,  London.  • 

Cbamber  of  Commerce,  MadrM» 
Sir,  5  April  186G. 

I  AM  desired  l)y  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  to  express  tlic  satisfaction  with  which  the 
intelligence  of  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  oi  the  House  of  Commons  to  inquire 
into  tho  woirkiag  of  the  Iiuk>-£uropeaa  line  of  telegraph,  has  been  reoeived ;  and  to 
admoirledgie  the  obligation  ttndor  which  you  have  hud  the  comnmoial  oommum^  dt  tbia 
country,  by  your  exertbna  in  ilus  unportant  matter. 

It  oeonrs  to  the  Chamber  to  address  jou  again  with  reference  to  arrangements  which 

have  been  sugfi^pstcd  for  improving  the  cn'u  iency  of  the  service,  and  obviating  the  irrc- 
gularitiee  and  delays  which  have  hitherto  been  productive  of  much  inconvenience  to  the 
pabHc 

Under  the  present  Bystcru  nolhinn;  is  kuown  with  certainty  ns  to  tlie  route  by  which 
niest^ugcs  are  forwarded  through  the  Continent,  and  it  constantly  hapjtcus  licit  messages 
are  outstripped  by  those  of  later  dates,  owing  to  the  employment  of  different  lines.  It  is 
therefore  most  dennible  that  one,  or  radier  two  lines,  nnder  the  oontrot  of  the  British 
Gnvcniment,  should  be  reserved  exclusively  for  Tndian  telegrams  in  passinir  through 
Europe  ;  aud  arrangements  with  this  olyect  will  be  hailed  with  much  satisfaction  through- 
out India.  The  Chamber  also  desire  to  ask  your  aid  in  obtaining  the  assent  of 
Government  to  the  necessary  measures  for  completing,  without  delay,  an  alternative  laud 
line  between  Fao  and  Kurrachee,  to  serve,  in  cose  of  accident  to  the  cable,  which  is  at 
present  the  only  means  of  communication  between  these  places. 

Ghreat  inconvenienee  has  been  already  occasioned  by  the  cable  having  <r>  ven  wa^  during 

the  south-west  monsoon,  and  lia  e.\|)used  situation  rcnderH  a  rceurrenec  of  tlic  accident  h) 
probable,  that  the  Chamber  would  urgently  call  attcutiuu  to  the  necessity  of  a  land 
fine  as  proposed,  so  as  to  prevent  the  serious  consequences  which  an  interruption  of  the 
service.  l)y  tlie  giving  way  of  the  cable.  Is  certAiu  to  produce.  It  is  understood  that  there 
are  uo  diiiicuitics  in  the  construction  of  this  line,  which  cannot  be  easily  overcome,  and 
the  ChMttber  trusts  that  in  m  idmct  time  the  risks  of  inteimption  will  m>  sltogetiMr  put 
aside. 

The  Chamber  trust  that  the  importance  of  the  messnre  proposed  will  beoraaiideredM 
sufficiently  justifying  their  a^un  troubling  you. 

I  have,  &c. 
(ngned)     A,  F.  Brtmn,  Chmimaii. 
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Appendix,  No.  90. 


PAPEBS  liauded  ia  by  Mr.  Thomtoaf  15  May  1866.  Appandix,  No.  eo. 


BEPOftT  by  Major  Champain  on  the  recent  Working  of  the  Turkish  Portion  of 

the  Tblegbaph. 

(No.  27'J.) 

Sir,  Constantinople,  12  April  186G.      PrcUiaiiMBr  n- 

Ik  my  letter.  No.  271,  of  the  26t1i  February,  I  reported  my  arrival  in  Constantinople.  mt^oL^ 
Since  that  time  I  have  been  occnpied  in  obtaininc:^  inforraatiou  as  regards  the  working  of 
the  Turki:^h  portion  of  the  Indo-European  Telcgrapli,  and  I  have  now  the  honour  to  tiubnut 
the  following  rcmarics  for  the  coBuderatiott  w  the  Bight  Honourable  the  Secretary  of 

State  in  Conncil. 

II.  Ou  the  16th  December  last,  Mr.  HammDud  addressed  the  India  Office,  and,  while 
emdosiu^  a  letter  from  Lord  Lyons  relating  ro  t)ie  unsatisfactory  state  of  nflBdrs  in  Torlcey, 
he  stated  that  Lord  Clarendon  was  of  opinion  tliut  M>ine  F.n;;lishman  of  cxjivrionce  in  these 
matters  should  proceed  to  ConsLuiitinople,  in  tudcr  to  ad<.ist  Her  Majesty's  Minister  in 
pointinnr  out  the  causes  of  failure. 

As  1  was  the  only  officer  available  at  the  time  for  thiB  porpoae^  I  «ae  accordingly 
dxreeted  to  report  myself  to  Lord  Lyons,  and  I  believe  that  oopiei  of  my  letters.  No.  227, 
of  tlic  Cih  I)cc<  nil>i  I ,  nnd  No.  242,  of  the  29th  Deoember,  addreesod  to  jobt  predeceaeor, 
were  enclosed  to  his  Liirdihi]>. 

III.  Business  connected  with  the  ludian  Telegraph  Department,  and  with  the  fresh 
supply  of  cable  for  the  Persian  Gulf,  detained  me  ioine  weeks  in  England,  ao  that  I  did 
not  reach  Constantinople  before  the  23rd  February,  and  then,  as  briefly  reported  by  me  to 
you,  I  fuuud  the  line  working  so  well  that  I  considered  it  by  no  means  a  favourable  op2)or- 
tnuity  to  hint  at  enoh  proponla  aa  tboee  eontaiued  in  my  previoui  reports. 

TV.  Since  my  arrival  I  have  had  scveial  interviews  with  Agatbon  EfTeudi,  tin  Direr- 
tor  (jcneml  of  Turkish  telegraphs,  and  on  infomwtion  derived  from  him,  from  Mr.  Cour> 
tenay,  nnd  from  oth<T  aonrees,  I  have  based  the  following  statement. 

It  will  lip  ncoespnry  for  me  to  commence  my  report  "ly  n  A\<>t^  -ketch  of  tlio  Tnrkish 
lines  of  telegraph  which  form  a  part  of"  the  long  Iudo-iiiuropea:i  cliaiii,  and,  to  avoid  con- 
fusion, I  will  not  here  refer  to  the  less  important  lines  extending  from  the  various  towns 
of  Europe  to  Constantinople,  but  solely  to  those  from  London  itdclf. 

Y.  The  first  and  most  important  is  that  from  London  vid  the  Hague,  Berlin,  Vienna,  Description  of 

Belgrade,  and  Nissa.   DnTing  the  nunth  trf  January  1866,  54  per  cent,  of  the  messages  ^i5!'i^dSn  to 

from  India  to  London,  and  64  percent,  of  those  from  LoniLii  to  TikHu,  took  that  route.  *"™  *• 
Liately  it  has  been  worki^  remarkably  well,  and  another  wire,  solely  for  our  use,  is  now 
bmng  attached.  Firom  N&sa  to  CSonsteutino^e  is  about  450  ndles. 


VL  Second  in  importance  is  the  route  from  Lond<m  vi&  Paris,  Turin,  Otrauto,  Valona, 
and  Salonica  ;  but  until  quite  latelj-  the  working  has  been  unsatisfactory.  In  fact,  during 
January  only  two  per  cent,  of  tlie  homeward  and  29  per  cent,  of  the  outward  messages 
were  S' nt  Uy  Valona.  During  llie  last  few  weeks  it  has  nevertheless  vastly  improved ; 
and  I  have  been  urging  on  the  Turkish  Director  General,  Agathon  Effeodi,  the  necessity 
of  improving  the  portion  between  Salonica  and  Constantinople,  whieh  has  given  mucn 
cause  of  complaint  Valona  itself  is  remarkably  unhcaUhy,  and  the  country  between  it 
and  Contjtantinople  is  subject  to  floods,  which  occasionally  interrupt  commuuicutlun.  The 
BdvMltages,  however,  of  avoiding  frequent  retransmission,  such  aa  occur  on  a  line  parsing 
^»o^h  many  Statee,  oannot  be  overlooked.   From  Valona  to  GonsfeantiBople  is  about 

Vn.  Thirdly  comes  the  line  through  the  Hagne,  Berlin,  Vienna»  Bnebaresty  "R^st- 
chouk,  and  Varna.  During  January  no  les^  than  44  per  eent.  of  the  homewaid,  bat  only 

three  per  cent  of  the  outward,  went  this  way. 

0.43.  4M  VIIL  Fourthly 
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iUO  iUPPBNOXX  TO  SEPOST  PfiOM  THK 

VTIT.  Fourthly  comes  the  Hue  via  Trieste  and  Castelhutua  to  Silozuca ;  aod,  fifthly* 
that  via  Toultcha,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Danube  j  but  these  leat  we  ewely  awd,  except 

for  lucal  communication. 

IX.  At  Constantinople,  or  rather  Pera,  where  all  these  feeders  converge,  commences 
the  real  Iiiilo-lMiropcan  line.  Tlie  line  crosses  the  Bosphorue,  by  a  submarine  cable,  some 
six  miles  to  the  north  of  the  cit^.  Beaching  the  A«atic  side,  it  paMes  to  Scutari  and 
Ismid,  and  thence  in  a  tderably  direct  line  through  Angora,  Sivas,  jDiarbeldr,  Mceul,  and 
Bagdad,  to  Fao,  where  it  niL-ets  the  Persian  Gulf  ciihle.  The  entive  distance  Izavened 
between  Constantinople  :iiiJ  Fao  being  l,~fiO  miles. 

X.  Between  Bagdad  and  Fao  the  state  of  the  country  ia,  in  a  political  point  of  view,  so 
unsettled,  that  a  duplicate  line  has  been  constructed  through  Persia,  connecting  Bagdad 
with  Teheran  and  Bu^liire  ;  but  on  this  subject  I  need  not  enlarge  in  the  present  letter. 

XL  The  line  from  Constantinople  to  Bagdad  was  finished  some  ycara  ago,  but  south  of 
Bagdad  the  difficulties  enconntered  by  the  TnrMsh  offiaals  were  so  great  diat  the  com- 

jlction  of  the  line  runneefii);]:  B:i<^'i]!)>l  witli  the  .^ca  was  poetponedi  utttU  aliaolutelj  oalled 

or  by  the  8ucc<»spful  ^uhmer.-idu  of  liie  (  hilf  cable. 

XII.  In  April  18t»4,  the  operatirms  in  the  Persian  Gulf  were  concluded  under  Colonel 
Stewart,  wlule  the  land  lines  from  i<:'hHl  were  being  pushed  on  aa  rapidly  as  possible  by 
Mr.  Greener  and  other>i.  under  Colonel  Kemball's  personal  direction.  Xot  until  tlie  2nd  of 
February  186J,  however,  wa^  the  line  finished,  nor  (owing  to  interruptions  in  the  desert) 
did  working  fiuily  oommenee  before  the  2SiMi 


XIII.  With  regard  to  the  statistics  which  follow,  I  show  only  the  results  of  the  work- 
ing of  the  telegraph  between  Constantinople  and  Kurtachee,  aiMl  not  of  that  of  the  Euro- 
pean and  Indian  lines.   The  latter  can  eearcely  be  cnuidered  part  of  flie  Lid(»>£itcop€M» 

line  proper,  nlthotin^h  thry  are  so  intimately  connected  therewitU  that  I  ahall  be  eompelM 

to  allude  to  tin  ui  in  some  measure  before  I  conclude. 

XI Appendix  A.,  at  the  end  of  this  report,  shows  the  number  of  messages  which 
paned  to  and  from  India  and  England  during  the  several  uobUm  of  the  8nt  year's  wori^ 
ing,  and  Appendix  B.  shows  the  times  occupied  in  transmission. 

XV.  With  reference  to  the  latter,  it  is  impoesible  to  avoid  beli^  struck  by  the  tinaatia- 
ihetory  retnraa  for  October,  Norember,  and  December  (  but  rvt^  remarkable  improv<^ 
mcDt  wan  nhown  immediatdy  afterward^  and  I  think  it  may  be  dcMabte  for  me  to  ezplaia 

these  sudden  changes. 

XVI.  In  Article  VT.  nf  the  Tndi>-Ottoman  Telegraph  Convention,  it  was  stipulated  that 
two  separate  offices  should  be  kept  up  at  Pen,  one  w  the  Evi^waa  and  the  other  exdii- 
atvcly  for  the  Asiatic  or  Indo-European  line. 

XYII.  These  offices  Iiad  each  their  superintendent,  Mr.  0'Ck»nnor  for  the  fomer,  and 
Mr.  Pericles  for  the  latter,  and  in  practice  the  arrangement  was  not  fbnnd  to  work  well. 

Delays  occurred  in  pasting  ch  rpaiehes  from  mie  tti  thr  other,  and  nuuiemu^  misunder.^tand- 
ings  of  various  kinds  occurred.  When,  therefore,  Mr.  Pericles  was  removed  by  liromo- 
tton,  on  the  15th  of  October,  it  was  decided  to  try  the  effect  of  temporarily  anialgamatins 
tlie  two  offices.  This  haa  evrntnsillv  proved  very  satisfactory  ;  1 'it  the  sudden  loss  a 
lilr.  Pericles  threw  matters  for  ;i  time  into  disorder.  Unfortunately  at  the  same  peiiod 
the  Bosphorus  cable  failed,  and  messages  hod  to  be  sent  by  hand  from  Pera  to  Scutari  on 
the  Asiatie  «ide«  involying  a  delay  of  from  IS  to  16  hours.  To  add  to  the  oompliGatioiuitt 
only  one  wire  on  tiie  Asiatic  looal  line  remained  hi  working  order,  and  the  Turkish  Go-, 
vemmcnt  (in  violation  of  the  terms  of  the  treaty)  cou-iantly  eni]>lin-cd  our  epecial  wire  for 
its  oM'n  purposes.  An  insurrection  at  the  Circassian  ecttleuicnt,  near  Erzeroum,  incretised 
Ae  causes  lor  interference  with  our  wire,  and  in  addition  to  all  this,  at  no  period  since  tiw 
opening  of  the  line  have  so  mnnv  "  acciilenlal "  luceiTiintionH  taken  place  asattlie  timotO 
which  I  allude,  particuktiy  ua  the  seetiua  between  THarbekir  and  3Io«uL 

XVIII.  The  improvement  ditijilaved  by  the  results*  of  the  working  during  January 
and  Febntary  is  very  marked,  and  although  the  returns  for  the  two  in<nitli?  have  not  yet 
been  forwanud  to  me,  I  beg  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  following  statement  received 
fW>m  Mr.  Bradier  at  Kurrachec,  giving  the  times  occupied  in  transmitting  messages 
between  the  1st  and  the  12th  of  February  from  the  Utiited  Kingdom  to  Itidiii.  Of  405 
messages  sent,  the  nlowest  occupied  sis  days,  the  quickest  passed  from  end  to  end  in  3^ 
bottra,  and  the  mean  time  was  1  ^y  19  houm  and  40  nmrateft 

XIX.  The  causes  of  tiie  mcroaaed  lapidify  are,  I  believe,  as  follows, — First,  the 
amalgamation  of  the  two  Pera  offices  under  one  responsible  head.  Secondly,  Lord 
Lyons'  urgent  and  repeated  remonstrances  with  the  OtUanan  Government,  which  led  to 
the  substitution  of  European  inspectors  in  the  place  of  U\-n  ineflleient  1  urki-h  oilieer.-',  to 
Stringent  orders  being  issued  to  aU  the  offices  to  give  every  facility  for  rapid  tran«imis- 
non,  to  various  threats  of  dieminal  held  out  to  careleaa  anboitlinatea,  to  ibe  paniahment 
of  several  clerk-'  for  negligence  and  insubordination,  and  to  An  execution  of  some  of  tli0 
most  requisite  retmirs. 

XX.  Good 
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XX.  Good  m  appear  the  return*  for  Febniary  1866  compared  with  those  of  the  Apn,No.  aa 
previous  mootiis,  yet  there  eeoM  to  me  ample  room  for  inoreued  efficiency  ;  2|  hours  * 

16  a  lar  lii^Ler  rate  than  we  can  ron.soTiulily  !uitici|mte,  and  the  average  of  1  day,  19  liotirs,  I^cnmrkson  Feb- 
aud  40  iuiuule<i,  is  decidedly  good,  but  tiio  recipient  of  the  one  despatch  which  occupied  """J  wtun». 
~~:  deye  Iuw»  I  think,  fair  ground  of  oomplMnt,  and,  if  we  could  Ibttt  «rrive  at  a  more 


.  zete  fat  ail   through  "  meee^BBt  even  without  xiiniig  the  avenu|e«  we  onght  to 
be  more  satisfied.    A  grand  step  towards  attaining  this  unHbrmity  would  be  the  constant  Repetition  of 

si^alliug  from  Conetantinoplf  to  Fao,  without  rejjrtitiun  at  t!ic  intLTiiiciliate  >^t;ilioiits  mflMgH. 
TV  e  have  repeatedly  commuuiiMitcd  direct  from  CouKiantimipU'  t<>  Kurrachee,  and  mauj 
mesMige?  passed  lately  from  Fau  to  Atlriancipic,  yet  the  following  table  shows  tlwt  fuu 
ad'.  nn'  ii'.  -'q  rarely  tukcii  ui'thf  ciqinhilitles  of  the  wire.   Out  o£  the  UMKages  despatched 

for  iudia  from  (jonstantiuople  duiiu^'  .January  !86fl.  only 

2   jjfir  cent,  went  direct  to  Fao. 

S        „  „  Bagdad. 

k      »  **  MosuL 

Si       n  M  Diarhekxr. 

86        ft  M  Sivafl. 

5\       „  „  Anfrora. 

Daring  Febniaiy,  however,  6  per  ceat.  went  direct  to  and  from  Fao,  32  and  28  to 
and  from  Bagdad,  a  manifest  advanoe ;  and  Maidi  and  April  (so  far)  give  still  better 

results. 

I  think  that  (at  least  in  fair  weather)  the  repetitiatt  of  mewftges  between  Constanti- 
nople and  Fad  should  be  the  exception,  and  not  the  rule,  and  if  the  bearty  co-operatiott 

of  the  various  heads  of  dfficciJ  wi  rt;  fciiiied,  ami  tlie,  bad  material  now  on  the  line 
gradually  replaced  by  Uie  hmt  Uiat  ran  he  obtained,  one  great  oau«e  of  delay  aad  inao 
«araey  would  be  removed.  I  should  add}  that,  during  April  1866,  the  line  was  worked 
fteqnriitly  direct  from  ValOM  t»  Bagdad,  over  2,000  miles. 

XXII.  Considering  the  nature  of  the  country,  I  think  the  pystem  of  line  guards  in  Line  GaanU  and 
Turiicy  is  good,  but  the  number  of  inspectors  is  too  small.    In  Europe,  there  is  one  of  In^»«e*wa 

the  latter  at  Gallipoli,  one  at  Salonica,  one  at  Bour^,  one  at  Monastur,  one  at  ITissa, 

and  oneat  Koustcoouk. 

In  Asia,  there  are  five,— 

1  between  Conetantinople  and  Angora. 

1        „       Angora  and  Diarbekir. 
1       „       Diarbekir  and  Mosul. 
1       „       Mosul  and  Bagdad. 
1       „      Bagdad  and  Fad. 

The  last  five  are  all  Buropeana,  exceptins  the  one  between  Diarbekir  and  Mosul, 
wbo  h  a  Turlc,  and  it  maj  be  observed  that  bis  section  U  the  worst  managed  on 
tjhe  fine. 

XXIII.  Oil  tilt'  2.'?ri]  (if  Niivf-mber,  1  i.^  Tliglini  s-;  AH  Pireha  pronii-oJ  Lord  Lyons 
that  the  strength  of  thi.s  porllou  of  the  btalfin  Asia  s^iiuald  be  iucrea«ed  by  the  aduition 
ef  two  snb-inepectors  to  eHL-h  in9])cctor,  but  it  sconis  that  thia  anai^euent  has  nut 
hit1u>rto  been  carried  out.  The  du^  of  each  ius[)ector  ia  to  survey  lus  portion  uf  the 
line  twice  every  year,  and  in  the  event  of  iiitemtption  to  make  sjxjcial  toura.  The  whole 
line  if  in:<|>ectcd  daily  ntMordiiicr  to  fixed  rult  s  dy  the  chnnu,-.lio^  :  line  gaaids)  and  the 
head  chaouehes*  who  n  port  to  the  inspector  ot  their  respective  sectioD-^. 

X.XXV  .  Most  of  the  clerks  employed  for  tlie  iiiteruatioual  servic'C  are  French,  Italianii,  Clorks. 
and  Greeks,  and  their  knowledge  of  the  English  is  slight.   At  prei^ent  there  arc  only  five 
Englisli  l  U  rks  on  the  line,  whoHC  duty  it  i»  to  correct  errors  which  may  arl-e  in  the 
throiiL'^h  nicsi^ages.    Onn  of  these  is  at  Salouit  a,  one  at  fciivas,  two  at  Diarbekir,  and  one  Office  arrange^ 
at  Bagdad.    Mr.  IfUlingen,  the  present  head  of  the  Peia  ufiiee,  acts  ns  corrector  for  that  incati. 
8tati<;n.    In  my  opinion,  it  would  be  ad\  isable  to  inereaae  the  number  of  Euglishmen, 
altlu)ii;<h  if  frequent  repetition  of  mesnagos  could  be  avoided,  they  might  be  ooncen- 
tmt^'d  i:  l\  wi  r  points.    For  tlioroiii,di  elUciciu  v  there  should  he,  I  think,  two  at  Jfissa, 
two  at  Salouiua,  three  or  four  at  Pera,  two  at  Diarbekir,  and  two  at  Bagdad.    Our  own 
cable  clerks  snffidng  for  the  work  of  correction  at  Fai& 

XXV.  A  i'l  o.it  <iujuitity  of  the  material  of  the  Turkith  land  lines  is  of  a  cheap  and  MateiiiL 
b.ad  tlLsfription.  'flic  wire,  which  was  funii.-^hod  t"  tin!  Turkish  Govcrnmont  by  l:ngli?h 
ninnufacturcrs  of  some  renown,  appears  to  be  gcucrally  cxcccdiu<j:ly  rough,  brittle,  and 
liable  ;  1  jipUt  longitudinally.  The  insulators  are  partly  of  in m  i -^I  mh na'  pattern)  a::d 
Mkrtly  of  poreelatn  (a  French  pattern),  but  Agathou  Etfendi,  the  Director  uenerol,  has 
dfMsiafrl  nn  (mWitiiting  iron  ior  |Mircelain  in  everr  ease.  The  posts  are  in  some  plaeea 
unfit  I'm/  ;ht'  w^rk,  but  better  an-  p-radirnl!y  hiAn-j;  supplied,  and  it  is  to  he  hojicd  that  bjf 
degrees  the  line  may  become  tnu-itworthy  as  regards  the  loatcrial  of  which  it  consists. 

XXVL  Ih* 


•  Tlutfv  arc  21  Head  Cliaouishcs  and  :i02  Chaoushes  bttwocn  f  era  and  i"**. 
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APPENDIX  TO  SKPOBT  VEOV  VHB 


Aflf»  No.  90. 


e  prospects 
rkiabldMi. 


of  Turl 


Injudicious 
economv  of  tho 
Turkish  Aotbo- 
ritics. 


Im[irrff-c{ion  in 
of  Turkey. 


Mi$>tnkc8  made  in 
{jcndiiig  via  Russia 
aud  Pui^aa. 


Hu»s>Lui  Rooto 


Timevitf  Rowia 
sod  F^niA  during 
Febmiy  1868. 


Attempt  to  »«n<! 
nici>(sagL'tj  tu  tl'.e 
IVnsiou  Gulf  by 
the  Malta  and 
Alcsaodriacabl*. 

Best  means  to 
jirevi  nt  diversion 
of  >IeMgw. 


I>K*ent  ijiteiB  of 
Aecottuto. 


XXVI.  The  increased  rapidity  and  certainty  ot'  the  Turkish  tele^praphlc  line  has 
lasted  now  imiutcrruptedly  fcr  more  than  three  tnonthg,  a  fact  whieti  satpriMW  mo  greatly, 
but  I  confers  that  I  am  not  sanp-iiinp  a>  tn  the  srcurhy  of  the  svsitera,  nor  a«  to  ita  future 
results.  Great  external  pres.suic  Uan  beeu  bruu^^hi  to  bear,  and  corresponding  exertions 
have  been  alni<  i>t  forced  from  the  Turkish  authorities.  The  present  Diapector  Genera]^ 
Agathon  £fieudi«  ia  undoubtedlr  »  man  of  great  ability,  anu  is  aaxions  to  carry  (mt 
our  views,  but  I  do  not  think  tnat  the  Tnrkish  Goventment  is  saffidenfly  nliTe  to  the 
hniiortance  of  the  undertaking,  :it  Iruot.  in  ICnglish  eyes,  and  injiidicimis  economy 
preveutd  anything  like  perfection  being  arrived  at.  A  very  large  prcpnrtion  of  the 
clerks  employed  arc  not  paid  at  all,  but  axe  induced  tu  rcniain  in  the  servirt>  by  ]<romi$e9 
of  permanent  employment  at  some  future  time.  T!ii5  relative  uumltc  r  of  paid  is  email 
compared  to  that  of  unpaid  siguallei.-,  that  it  is  scarcolv  possiblf  lor  these  promises  to 
he  canjed  out,  unlc.-<s  some  great  increase  in  the  staff  Gc  authorised,  and  numbers  of 
these  ezpeetante  are  finally  oompelled  to  desert  tho  officea  where  their  services  are  realljr 
Tnlnable.  I  haye  already  Drought  this  fact  in  plain  terms  before  Agathon  Effendi's  notice, 
and  it  is  cloar  fljat  rcasi  iiuil>lc  nittlay  should  not  be  frru.'lcfcd  on  an  ent€q)rlst;  fo  rcmuneni- 
tivc  us  the  ludo-European  telegraph.  For  many  other  reasons,  whicu  I  need  not  enu- 
merate, I  still  cUng  to  the  hope  tliat  the  Turkish  line  may  sooner  or  later  he  made  over  to 
liwcr;il  I'li^Ii^h  management,  and  I  sec  no  rea«on  to  alter  the  general  tenor  of  llie  views 
expressed  in  my  former  letter  on  the  subject.  I  believe,  however,  that  bucb  u  prupuaal 
as  1  ventured  to  submit  before  leaving  England  could  not  be  put  forward  with  any 
chance  of  acceptance  unless  thcTurkiah  lines  were  working  iiur  worse  than  at  present,  ana 
it  wouM  he  decidedly  bad  policy  to  hint  at  a  diange  whidv  under  any  circumstanoes^ 
would  meet  with  the  greatest  opposition,  unless  OUT  uuun  argument  founded  on  lurkiah 
incapability,  were  irrefutable. 

XXVIT.  Hitherto  every  one  aeems  to  iiavc  (kcidod  that  the  weak  point  in  tlic  system 
lies  in  Turkey,  and  I,  at  Icnst,  have  never  attempted  to  deny  the  fact ;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  draw  yonr  attention  to  imperfection  in  the  management  ot 
affairs  elsewhere.  The  Constantinople  line  is  not  the  only  one  between  England  and  the 
Persian  Gulf,  and  the  Indo-European  line  continually  gets  blanud  for  faults  for  which  it 
is  nowise  responsible.  I  nii^ht  refer  to  my  letter,  Is'u.  214,  of  the  3l8t  of  August  1865, 
^r  one  instance,  the  facts  of  which  are  briefly  as  possible.  In  June  1865,  the  London 
TelcL^nipli  Coin|.;uiir inisled,  I  understand,  Ly  some  newspaper  paragraph,  took  upon 
themselves  lo  divert  ntore  than  400  messages  from  the  regular  line,  and  to  send  them  Ptd 
Bussiu.  Now  the  average  time  by  the  regular  line,  as  will  be  seen  on  reference  to  Ap- 
pendix  B.,  was  two  days  eight  Iiours,  and  three  days  20  hours,  for  May  and  June 
respectively,  between  Constantinople  and  Kurrachee.  None  that  went  viV('Ru.*sia  took 
less  than  30  day^^,  ami  most  nf  (Iiotii  reached  Teheran  in  an  unlntcni^-iblo  form,  the  lino 
not  having  been  opened  to  the  public  by  the  Bussian  authorities.  The  ludo-European 
line  got  the  blame  of  this  mismanagemNit,  which  was  entirely  due  to  the  London  omeea^ 
whicli  IkuI  no  right  to  m;iko  an  experiment  on  fo  rxtcnsivc  a  scale  with  priviitc  messages. 
I  did  my  best  to  prt  v^  v.i  a  recurrence  of  such  ii\i~!i;ip-.  but  I  regret  lo  say  that  numbers 
of  tnessages  have  been  pas^in;^  f[uite  recently  rii'i  Ka  -ia,  no  doubt  to  the  disgust  of  the 


•endera  and  ledpientd.  I  cannot  believe  that  tlic  Loudon  offices  still  peridst  in  using 
iSat  Use  after  the  warnings  they  have  received ;  but  T  imagine  that  measi^ea  not  being 

labelled  vul  f'nnstanliiuijilc  are  (liverteil  on  (he  C< influent.  Tlie  fact  ia,  the  Russian  is 
far  cheaper  than  the  Turkisli  route,  but  aa  yet  completely  untrustworthy ;  not,  I  believe, 
from  faults  in  Russia,  but  from  breaks  down  in  Persia.  The  sender,  3)robably,  believes 
that  hiy  message  will  f^n  by  tlio  orduuiry  line,  and  jiays  the  full  amount;  but  wliere  the 
balance  of  the  Turkish  over  tlic  iiufe-siaii  charge  goes  i  ha\  o  never  been  able  to  discover. 
When  last  I  heard  from  Teheran,  numerous  mc.-sages  were  still  passing  vid  Russia  to 
India,  although  the  line  in  Persia  had  broken  down,  and  the  telegrams  had  to  bo  foc^ 
wwrded  by  conrfer.  Yet  the  Turkish  line  was  at  that  time  in  complete  order.  Between 
the  Ist  and  I2th  of  February  128  messages  "jiasscd  by  the  Rus^o-Persian  line.  Tho 
longest  time  was  20  days,  15  hours;  the  shortest,  16  days;  and  the  mean  time,  17  days, 
8  hours,  and  3  minutes  between  London  and  Kurrachee.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Lonmn 
f!':  ,  vbt-rc  they  receive  payment  for  a  dcsjjatch  vid  Constantinople,  to  take  proper 
iiie;u5ures,  and  to  SCO  that  it  goes  that  way;  but  the  officers  of  the  Indo-European  Tele- 
graph, who  iiavc  no  ennneetion  with  the  C<mtincntal  Administrations,  are  abwltttely 
powerless,  although  they  and  the  Turks  receive  the  blame  for  all  dclnyj. 

XXYIIL  A  few  weeks  ago  an  attempt  was  made  to  forward  telegrams  to  India,  vid 
Malta,  Alexandria,  Gaza,  Beyrout,  DiubelEir,  and  the  Persiaa  Oulf ;  but  this  waa  voir 

soon  ])ux  a  stop  to,  by  Ap;atb(>u  EfFendi  plwnlj  stating  that  he  waa  fmprqaned  fi>r  audi 

traffic  between  Gaza  and  Diarbekir. 

XXIX.  The  surest  remedy  for  all  ditticulties  of  thifi  nature  is  to  revert  to  tho  system 
of  accounts  originally  proposed  by  Colonel  Stewart,  which  differs  from  that  now  in  use,  as 
follows :  at  nresent  the  Lrf>Qdon  Office  receives  the  whole  price  of  a  message  from  London 
to  India,  deaucts  its  share,  hands  on  the  rest  to  Holland  or  France,  and  so  on  to  each 
successive  administraticm,  a.s  far  as  Conptantinople.  At  Constantinople  the  Turks  fake 
what  is  due  to  them  fur  transit  as  far  as  Faoj  and  make  over  the  balance  to  our  commie- 
r,  Mr.  Conrteiuj,  finr  the  eoUe  duos. 

XXX.  Cobad 
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XXX.  Colonel  Stewart's  system  would  be  that  the  Loudon  Office,  after  retaming  ita 
ahare,  would  forward  to  Holland  or  France  only  enough  to  take  the  message  to  Conttailti- 
noplc.    Tlu!  })aliin(  o  for  Ahintic  Turkey  and  the  caole,  in  fact  for  tJie  Indo-Knrnpcnn  System  of  Ao» 
line,  wouhl  lie  imul  to  an  Iudo>£uropean  telegraph  officer  in  London,  who  would  be  in  ^wpoa^*^*^^ 
direct  ac-xount  with  Mr.  Courtenay,  and  settle  with  hini.    In  fact,  each me8«(ge  would  CueodSmnvt* 
make  a  £re«h  «tart»  as  far  as  paymeiit  goei,  fiom  Conataatiuople.  Br  thU  means  mesewea 
eottld  not  be  diverted  <ut  1^  ContiiADt  from  die  TurUah  line,  for  tiie  aiini>le  reason  taat 
if  tiugr  took  vaj  oliber  nrnte  tbsy  would  not  be  paid  for. 

XXXT.  T  will  vciiturfi  to  touch  on  cmc  otlur  point  where  I  think  Ibe  Indo-  8*ewt mcaKigCfc 
£uropcan  liue  lias  received  more  Llumc  tlian  it  fairly  deserves,  and  in  d<dng  ao  I 
win  iimply  qiu»te  from  a  letter  of  'Slv.  Cmirtena} ,  to  whose  indef  tti^'able  ezerdona 
at  Coiif'tnntinKiilc  tlie  |iu!)iir  is  imu  li  iiulvljtcil.  lie  romarke : — "With  regard  to  Mr. 
the  eiiorii  which  arc  Uiicribcd  to  the  Anglo-Indian  iiic!>«agc8,  1  have  reason  to  know 
that  a  large  proportion  of  the»»c  errors  creep  in  on  the  European  lines,  and  tba^ 
oomparatiTdy  speakine,  a  small  per-Genta||e  onlj  can  be  properly  charged  uppm 
their  despatch  Ibrou^  die  Turnsti  donunuma.  Moreover,  the  publio  itself  ia 
not  unfrcqucnlly  (t{>en  to  Llame  in  thia  matter,  a-*  «niuo  sciulfra  string  u  luiinlicr 
of  unconnected  wurds  together,  which  it  in  hazar<lous  to  attempt  to  correct,  for 
fear  of  altering  eome  pre-arranged  cottTentional  code.  For  instance,  the  following 
tclc'prnim  pnsfcu  tlnoiiyh  hure  un  its  way  to  India  a  few  days  ago:  *  Hability  tedbury 
Tbouipfou  iiag  beLizc  nccunuiuy  Ongley  reuiiioiii,  agreomen  padbod  bales  indignants 
claypolc  insure  geometer  taliernaclc  afterwards.'  What  telegrapn  official,  no  matter  how 
attentive  and  aagacioua,  would  venture  to  attemnt  a  revision  such  a  message  aa  thia,  by 
way  of  elttical  correction  or  otberwiae?  If  we  telegrams  were  always  oespatdied  in 
distinct  and  intelligible  words,  the  clerk.-i  specially  afijHiuiitod  for  the  purj/ose  of  correcting 
such  dc(<patchcs  arriving  in  a  mutilated  funn.  would  be  enabled  to  do  their  duty  in  a  more 
efficient  and  satisfactory  manner.  Even  as  it  is,  a  large  number  of  enrora  are  corrected 
here  almost  daily  in  tlu-  >nc5:~nn;ps  coming  from  £ttrope  for  India,  more  especiaUy  in  those 
arriving  tlirough  the  Ituliuu  lines.'' 

XXXII.  With  regard  to  these  mysterious  messagos,  I  would  remark,  in  additic»n  to  DifBeoIfyt 
what  Mr.  Coiirtcnay  writes,  that,  considering  the  prmciple  on  which  the  Morse  code  of  "igerrw^ 
uguals  has  been  framed,  it  i«  aiqaply  impossible  to  guard  against  mistakes  occurrmg  on  a  jj^fn^n, 
long  line»  unlesa  at  each  repetition  aome  due  to  dte  meaning  of  the  worda  be  given  by 
tlic  context.    Surely  secrecy  nit'jjht  ho  ensured  by  some  pre-eoneerted  arrangement^  without 
recourse  being  had  to  *;ui' d  .-m  anuiziug  rigmarole  as  the  a!)u\e  f^pt  einieu. 

XXXIII.  The  Perbiau  Guif  cable  appears  to  have  been  fuiiiUing  its  duties  iidiuirably,  PenianGalf 
but  it  scarcely  falls  to  me,  nor  indcc<l  am  I  able  from  personal  knowledge,  to  speak  about  CaUe. 
it,  or  about  the  land  line  from  Kun-aehcc  to  Bombay.    Thia  letter  has  already  exceeded 
ordinary  limits  and  I  will  conclude  by  briefly  noting  the  points  which  rfiould,  in  my 
Opinion,  be  borne  in  mind. 

XXXIV.  Ist.  If  po««si1ile  (be  TurT<Is]i  line  fhould  1)C  eventually  tuiken  over  and  placed  Proposals  for  im- 
under  English  management,  but  until  this  can  be  done  the  Ottoman  authorities  sliouid  proTing  the  line, 
be  unceasmsly  urged  to  spare  no  reasonable  czpenaea  in  maintaining  the  commimicationa,  r 
to  improve  tnc  quality  of  the  material  hy  dc«Trce8,  to  pay     larpcr  number  of  si;^nallrrs,  to 
increase  tlie  stidl  of  Lngli.«h  clerks  and  of  line  inspectors,  and  to  do  away  aa  much  as 
poaaible  with  repetiti<m  between  Conatantinople  and  F«& 

'2n<llv.  I  am  of  opinion  that  (be  Ru^siiui  line,  which  is  now  (not  however,  from  ifs  dwn 
intrinsic  faults)  a  source  of  vexation  and  disappointment,  might  be  made  a  valuable  link 
in  a  duplicate  cluun  of  communication  with  liiclia.  On  tUa  pomt  I  baTO  already  written 
at  length. 

Srdly.  The  system  of  accounts  originally  proposed  by  the  late  Colonel  Stewart  should  b^ 
iwerted  lo» 

-  4tU.y*  Until  aome  formal  agreement  be  entered  into  with  Russia  (for  the  purpose  of 
(^trying  out  suggestion  No.  2),  and  until  our  second  wire  through  Persia  be  w  working 
orderTuie  English  publio  should  be  clearly  informed  that  no  deapatdi  for  India  can  be 
aafely  forwaided,  except  via  Constantinople. 

5thly.  The  secretaries  of  th(^  jirincipal  London  telegraph  comnaidea  ahould  be  ui]^  to 
insist  on  their  messages  not  bi  in^^  di verted  on  the  ContIn«it.   Mr.  Conrtenay  will  invari* 

ably  notify  Ijv  tcU-^'ram  any  c-toppa^^'  whi<  b  may  occur  on  the  Turkish  lines;  but  so  long 
as  those  lines  work  better  than  their  Husso-X'cr&ian  or  other  rivals,  the  sender  of  a  message 
only  should  be  able  to  direct  its  tranamisaion  otherwise  than  by  the  regular  ebanneL 
And, 

6thly.  Puzzling  cypher  messages  should  not  be  received  at  the  offices  without  warning 
the  Bender  Ibat  accuracy  cannot  possibly  be  enaured. 

XXXV.  I  have  gone  into  the  whole  subject  at  length,  because  I  have  reason  to  believe 
that  the  position  of  affairs  is  scarcely  understood,  and  liecause  I  think  tliat,  at  the 
present  time,  altliougli  dotnc  of  my  conclusions  may  be  erroueouti,  and  connciiuciitly 
useless,  on  the  other  hand,  some  of  them  may  possibly  prove  of  service,  while  the  fimta 
which  I  have  atated  can  be  relied  on,  1  trust,  aa  oonect,  and  cannot  all  as  yet  be  known 
in  Ei^land. 

a48.  4x8  XXXYL  Befiwe 
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App.  No.  30. 


SeTerit^  of  the 
Porna. 

Onanls. 
Ausao-PMiiMl 


XXXVI.  IJefoie  I  conclude  1  must  add  a  few  words  in  explanaiion  of  reraaiks  above, 
which  may  at  first  sicht  appear  condcinnatory  of  the  line  from  Petersburgh  through 
Teheran  to  Budun.  I  am  mfomiedj  od  undoubted  authority,  that,  for  months  naat,  the 
Hue,  mfketa  nweAt  Rumu  Hsdf,  has  been  working  admirably,  and  that  the  failure  of 
messapps  font  1)y  Kiighind  in  Tinlia  hj  that  nnite  is  attributnble  to  breaks  down  in  Persia  only. 
Reports  from  Teheran  desc-rihe  the  post  winter  as  having  been  one  of  ezo^tioBal  aerenQr, 
so  muck  «o  that  it  Kras  nl  >so1ut(dy  impoesiblc  to  repair  breaks  on  some  <^ die aeotioin,wlMre 
wire,  posts  and  all.  ^vcrc  for  weeks  buried  under  the  snow.  The  bad  manajrement  rf  iVe 
line  guards,  and  tlie  fact  of  our  only  being  allowed  to  use  the  wire  for  12  hourt*  a  day,  wiU 
prevent  this  line  from  aucccsefully  rivalling  that  via  Turkey,  at  least  until  our  second  wire 


message  desjpatohed  periodicallj  to  London  ^vuulU  keep  the  compomea  informed  to  the 
flttle  of  ih«  oftpwdtioii  Toutae. 

I  have,  &c. 

(signed)       John  U.  Ckampam,  Moior,  R.E-, 

Ihclo-Eiuopeaii  TeU^ph  bepBrtment 

Tfte  Under  Secretary  of  Stale  fur  India. 


AppBmDix  (A.) 

St A,9BMBVT  shoving    umber  of  Measages  to  and  fiom  Indktf  from  Febnuiy  to 

December  1865. 


MeuilM. 

From  India. 

To  ladia. 

Renwrki. 

February 

10 

Marcli    »       -  - 

579 

773 

April 

71»5 

l,8fi« 

May 

t>O0 

1,265 

JmM  ... 

1,080 

03!) 

July      •     «  . 

728 

1,080 

Cable  broken,  fraoi  Adi  to  19tb. 

Auput  .     .  - 

966* 

D71 

September 

1,053 

October  -      .  - 

1,180 

1,H82 

November 

1,108 

1,200 

December 

l,t8& 

1,226 

Supposin"^  the  average  number  of  mc«'i>n^o.«,  both  ways,  to  be  2,100  per  mcnseiBf 
wo  muat  add  33  per  cent,  to  allow  for  double  telegrams.  Hub  givea  2,8<X)  x  2^  2.  «- 
7,000  iL  to  the  cable,  exdnaive  of  receipto  from  mcsiiagi  vid  Ruaoik  I  believe  that  the 
woikiiig  Qxpoiuea  axe  about  2,000  L  per  inenaeiu. 

John  V'  Champaitu 


SmoiABT  ahoiriiig  Time  occupied  in  the  Trnsmi.-Hinn  of  Measagea  between  KurrackM 

and  L'oHttantinoplet  and  vice  versd. 


Maadii. 

From  Kiinacb«e. 

To  Kmrachoe. 

Lon 

-.■si. 

Shortest. 

M 

L>an. 

Lull 

rjCf-t. 

Shortest. 

Mean. 

1865: 

D. 

II. 

u. 

H. 

D. 

II. 

i>. 

U. 

u. 

u. 

I). 

ij. 

February  - 

I. -J 

4 

0 

5 

8 

'JO 

7 

0 

0 

6 

11 

March       -      «  . 

0 

1 

0 

5 

•  > 

6 

(t 

0 

0 

6 

1 

13 

Apfil       -      .  - 
May  ... 

G 

7 

0 

1 

3 

(; 

10 

16 

0 

a 

3 

11 

6 

U 

0 

I 

o 

6 

8 

6 

0 

1 

3 

8 

iFitne  ... 

7 

£3 

0 

04 

3 

11 

0 

4 

0 

1 

8 

90 

Jiitv 

■  i 

5 

Direct 

1 

21 

fi 

in 

0 

8 

3 

o 

Au'^nist  ... 

112 

»> 

2 

0 

u 

Uiiect 

1 

!> 

Se|McTiili' r  -       -  . 

0 

18 

j» 

1 

•21 

6 

6 

»> 

1 

22 

Oclolier     -       -  . 

li 

18 

0 

11 

a 

0 

7 

8 

0 

2 

3 

10 

Novonnher  -       »  « 

10 

8 

Direct 

6 

6 

10 

•20 

Direct 

3 

0 

December  •      -  . 

la 

4 

u 

a 

20 

18 

10 

0 

1 

6 

« 

1886: 

.Tunuiry  ... 

Fttbruary    -       .  - 
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I  regret  eacoeeXngly  tliat  I  eaaaot  jet  give  yon  fhe  retarna  for  Juraary,  February,  or 

March  1866,  but  I  Icnow  from  inquiries  made  here,  and  latterly  from  flu'  daily  reports, 
that  the  improvement  is  very  great    I  hope  to  «end  the  returns  very  .shortly. 

John  U.  Chaapttutm 


Kurracheo,  24  February  1866. 
Tran£mi8Bion  Inwards  from  1st  to  12th  February  1866. 


Via  Ttirkcy :  Su  H.  M. 

The  longest  time  occuped  by  a  message  irom  the  United  Ejogdom 

to  India  was  ...-.,-...-600 
The  shortest  time  .      02  30 

M««ll   -  I  19  40 

(Avenge  of  405  neMigee.) 

The  longest  time  was     -      -      -      -      -      -      -      _      .  -20!. 5  0 

Shortest       -  16    0  0 

Meea   17  8» 

(Average  of  128  meeseges.) 


A  considerable  (if  not  the  duel)  part  tt  ihe  delay  On  meeM^jea  vid  Biuaia  waa  dm  tft 
intenuptaou  on  the  Persian  linet. 

(aigned)     A  Bnuhtr,  Traffie  Manager. 


(A.) 
Eastward. 


RETURN  showing  the  Ntunber  of  Telegrams  from  tlic  United  Kingdom  to  India,  and 
the  Amounta  I>ae  to  the  Persian  Gulf  Line  for  the  same,  during  the  Year  1865. 


Vi&  Fao. 

Vi&  Bushire. 

Total. 

1866. 

Nmnber 

Number 

of 

Am 

Telcfruna, 

S. 

A 

ft 

s. 

February 

• 

March 

691 

8,182 

2,132 

A;n  j1  -  " 

874 

2,788 

370 

1)08  - 

1,250 

H,75(5 

May  - 

561 

1,740 

666 

1,986  - 

1,107 

8,126 

Jeoe -    '  • 

700 

2,100 

400 

90O  - 

1,100 

8,000 

July  - 

SR 

SOO 

l.'"0 

400 

000  - 

900 

2,400 

August 

670 

0,177 

10 

06 

223  - 

776 

2,410 

10 

September  - 

867 

2,788 

10 

336 

834  - 

1,202 

3,622 

10 

October  - 

1,226 

3,905 

10 

385 

027  - 

1,51! 

4,832 

10 

NoTwnber  - 

927 

8,061 

102 

1~i  ' 

1,02S( 

.■i,;t2;j 

«* 

Desember  - 

1,040 

3,438 

IS 

365 

1)68  - 

l,IO.-j 

4,406 

16 

8^066 

25,621 

6 

8,016 

8,068  - 

11,070 

32,098 

6 

«» 

J)Wl«.»*HiaipliiMl  Oira<Mr,  turn  «f  <ki  iionwM  natfit  he  Joly  tmd  AngBifc 


0l43.  4x4 
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AeVBSPtX  TO  BBFOST  TROU  THE 


(B.) 
Eabtwabo. 


BETUBN  allowing  the  Number  «f  Tclegnms  from  Ae  Confaiient  of  Europe  to  Ind&t,  and 
Ibe  Anumnt*  J>ue  to  the  PenuiL  Gulf  Line  fixr  die  miii«i»  dnxing  the  Tew  1865. 


1860. 

Fat  (tufker). 

Vii  BuBbire  (P«nia)> 

TotmL       j  ' 

Number 

NumU.i 

1 

Aaieanb 

of 

Ann 

int. 

of 

Anoont. 

£. 

5.  d. 

«.  d. 

1 

£.  r. 

A 

February  - 

67 

10  - 

1 

8 

CO  10 

■ '  % 

Miirch 

QO'J 

o  - 

8 -J 

April  -       -  - 

310 

la  - 

<J 

•JO 

104 

■■i'rio  16, 

lugr .      .  - 

110 

xyr, 

10  - 

a5 

89 

Uo 

4Jt  10 

June  -      -  - 

109 

970 

so 

78 

180 

448  - 

July  -      -  - 

60 

180 

16 

89 

66 

319  o 

67 

UlS 

lo  _ 

26 

71 

8;} 

239  Id 

><e|itom!>er  - 

07 

4  10 

10  - 

70 

200 

167 

CIS*  10 

OctoKor 

1(17 

li.'U' 

10  - 

s:i 

■201 

2oO 

834  10 

jNovember  - 

14  - 

as 

9b 

Hi 

^37  Id 

DedamlMr  • 

S18 

708 

18  - 

<« 

181 

S68 

864  18 

1,120 

8,890 

8  - 

847 

968 

1,467 

4^48  ft 

Westwakd. 


BETUSN  diawiiig  the  Xumbcr  of  Tele^  1  Hiuti  from  India  to  the  United  Kingdom,  and  At 
Amotmts  due  to  the  Persian  Gulf  Line  for  the,  Mime,  duiing  the  Year  1865. 


1806. 

Vi&  Fa6  (Turkey). 

Fid  Bnsbim  (Feni 

a). 

ToTat. 

Namber 

NuDibrr 

Number 

1 

Of 

AnuMiot. 

AlBOBSt. 

Tili|itjii, 

£  $. 

d. 

£  M. 

Febmary  « 

68 

ITS  ],:, 

• 

m 

OH 

178  15 

"I, 

Sflaroli  * 

68S 

1,777  10 

• 

m 

632 

1,777  10 

April       .  . 

698 

1,811  ^ 

916 

698  - 

794 

M89  - 

May  -mm. 

666 

2,016  5 

176 

600  - 

731 

3,616  6 

June  -      -  - 

682 

2,386  16 

297 

808  - 

070 

8,194  16 

July  ... 

4,^0 

1,400  - 

150 

400  - 

600 

1,800  - 

August 

716 

2,616  - 

140 

a  06  - 

865 

2,010  - 

Septembw  .  ■ 

018 

2,323  - 

970 

--4 

927 

3,007  - 

October  - 

788 

S,888  18 

927 

821  - 

1,025 

8,486  16 

^TOiiber  • 

878 

8,181  ID 

118 

986  - 

906 

8,469  10 

816 

8,860  8 

48 

1S8  - 

066 

8,488  6 

6,743 

23,765  16  - 

i.eeo 

4,587  - 

28,352  15  - 
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(D.) 
Wbbtwabd. 


RETURN  showing  the  Number  of  Telegrams  trom  India  to  the  Continent  ot  Europe,  and 
the  Amounta  dm  to  flie  Fqimui  Gulf  Line  fex  the  Mme^  during  die  Year  1606. 


FIA  Fee  (TvrkejrX 

FiABiiifalfe(Pe»ia). 

NunilMr 

Number 

of 

of 

Tel<(nuDs. 

Tekgrain*. 

£    >.  d. 

£    t.  d. 

£  t. 

10 

86    -  - 

2 

»   -  - 

12 

94  - 

MsTvli 

47 

159  16  - 

47 

lo9  10 

April  • 

46 

145    -  - 

SO 

07   -  - 

72 

310  - 

Alujr  - 

AO 

205  15  - 

10 

63    -  - 

78 

360  16 

June  - 

64 

216    -  - 

84 

81    -  - 

OS 

290  - 

July  - 

36 

112    -  - 

15 

39    -  - 

611 

151  - 

AngoA 
September  - 

71 

231    5  - 

20 

66    -  - 

91 

'1*1  'i 

83 

308  16  " 

84 

103    -  - 

117 

411  16 

Oetober 

111 

41«    6  - 

40 

187    -  - 

168 

643  0 

November  - 

142 

514  10  - 

21 

60   -  - 

IKO 

678  10 

December  • 

141 

031    6  - 

21 

68    -  - 

108 

000  0 

eoo 

S,«34  10  - 

904 

003  -  - 

1,040 

Oy070  10 

Indie  (Mloe»  ISdi  April  1000.  Tttvmmt  Lffw 


INDO-EUKOrEAN  TELEGRAPH. 


SUJf MARY  of  TbAFTIC  as  efiown  in  the  aiinexcil  Rt'turan,  marked  re  spectively         ^B.),  (U.)  end  (D.), 

for  the  Ten  Mouths  ending  31i^t  December  1885. 


Via  Ftto  (Turkey). 

Vi&  Biwhire  (Persia). 

ChuUDToVAK. 

Numlwr 

Nombrr 

Number 
of 

IMlltMM. 

of 

of 

Ttkgtmm 

£    *.  <t. 

£     ».  d. 

£     ».  d. 

«    «.  4L 

2*,e21    5  - 

8,068   -  - 

11,070 

32,999    5  - 

1  18,637 

87,841  to  - 

(&)CMtlMntl*liyh  - 

1,180 

3.090  6  - 

347 

MS   -  - 

1.467 

4,843    b  - 

Wan>w*mo: 

1 

(C.)  lodUto  United  KiDgdon 

6,743 

23,765  IS  - 

1,660 

4,597    -  - 

8,403 

28,352  ll>  - 

/  9.946 

81^  6  - 

i,0S4  10  - 

234 

6»a  -  - 

1,018 

3«ft70  10  - 

21,063 

69,770  13  - 

10* 
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Iia>0-Ei  uopKAX  Telegraph. 


RETURN  showing  Arerage  Time  occupied  by  Telegrams  in  reaching  Kurrache*-  from 
tiie  Uuiti-d  Kingdom  nnoe  the  opening  of  the  liine  in  March  1865,  up  to  the  end 

of  February  1866. 


1  8  6  6-06. 


lf«alk«i 


March 
April  - 
Ifaj  • 
Jane  - 
July  • 
August 
Pcptember 
October 
Novemba* 


ISM: 

January 
Fabntefj  - 


FROM  UMTfiU  KINGDOM  TO  KUBRACUEE. 


ViA  Rania 


Number 
of 


Avenge  Tin 
in 


400         80     0  0 
ITo  Betani 


83 
826 


326 


U  18  0 
18     ft  0 


«1 

11- 


1 

la 


a 

8 


Mean  Time  • 


1« 


01 

Tilni— *i 


601 
1,360 
1,107 

700 


Avcnje  lliite 
in 


No  RcUini. 


6  8-2  26 

0  0  0 

4  18 

6  1 


0 
40 


18S 
301 
400 
»»7 


5 


1. 


•14 

776 


11    12    10  j 
0    30  0 
«    10  Q 


6    10  10 

2      D  80 


6    10  58 


*  Oalf  thi  aiifniiii  for  the  Iwt  week  in  etch  aMnth  >n  ukut  iat  Umm  iluee  bmsOk, 

T.L. 

Mtmarks.— It  will  be  aeen  bj  the  fimgdng  return  that  the  average  time  ecoitpied  between  the 
ITnited  Kingdom  and  Karradiee  l/y  each  telegram  vU  Tnrkqr  tar  the  yoer  1886-8  vaa  imder  ris 

days  aiir]  a  italf,  while,  on  thr  o^hor  hr.nd,  tlio&c      RuBija  (ues  than  10  per  cent,  of  the  wbele 

Tiunihcr  f'lrwurdod)  ocrupied  iionrly  \^  riiiys. 

Jii  luokinj  at  thf  time  oLi  ujiicd  l)y  trlci;r;iiii<  f/J  Turl:(  y,  it  slioiild  Iv  bome  in  mind  that  the 
lines  in  Turkt-y  pa«8  thronj;h  an  iniwensc  tract  of  country,  comparatively  speaking  roadless,  n^nder- 
in?  thr  rcpnirs  of  any  fault  which  maj  Of»;Br  mach  more  difficult  tmn  each  rcpaini  woold  be 
in£nrope»  where  the  telegraph  line*  travene  the  rosdsidr,  and  in  many  catoi  that  of  the  cailroad, 
tendering  the  transport  afmen  and  material  both  eany  and  quick. 

Grc.it  dilay?  an-  Drficinu-nt  ■Kciirrciai;  in  l'iirtj,ii',  wliich  arc  partly  to  Iji'  aftriljn'cd  tn  thi; 
iuadequaU-  iiiiii-bLi'  ui'  win-n  (or  tla;  a:ijiu;al  ut  hiisiiu'-s  passiu^  ov«.i'  tliiaii  The  CuiiliBeiilal 
governmcntB  u>c  the  tc  If  frrajjli  to  an  extent  little  credited  in  En'^lanJ.  Thus,  from  Paris, 
Florence,  Vienna,  Berlin,  Ht.  L'ctersburg,  ;  nd  Ccuistuulinople,  there  w  a  constant  flow  out  and  in 
ofthovUMlde  of  govcmiDent  tulegrams  M-eelvly  ;  tto  tlint  it  is  not  an  unu.«uul  ocourrence  for  the  mei- 
Ngai  emanating  from  the  genemi  public  to  lie  in  an  office  from  three  to  13  hoan  waiting  an 
opportunf^  of  being  paMcd  on.  Prom  a  etatuticnl  report  inued  W  dm  Italian  goTimment  in 
1SC4, 1  find  the  number  of  ^ovcTTiinent  tt  lcgrams  passinir  ovt  r  the  Italian  linea  daring  186S,  wna 
227,231,  the  total  number  of  telegrams  for  !»»02  beini;  3,(i6  i;3. 

I  have  had  18  years'  experience  in  teli'^rapli  olfii-  ^.  haU  "f  that  time  !ti  Constantinople  and  the 
Iterant,  r.nd  taking  the  foregoing  circuni^tnnce^  into  consideration,  I  do  not  consider  the  time 
oocupied  by  telegrams  from  the  United  Kin(;doro  to  Kurracbeo  vid  Torfesgr  eieeei«iTe|  hut  at  the 
aamo  time  ifaem  uudonbledly  lemaine  a  large  mar^n  for  improvement 

The  delaye  viA  RuMia  are  to  be  attributed  chieliy,  1  imagine,  to  the  prematore  deelamtion  of  the 
route  being  rrady  for  traffic.  No  ti  k'^um-  liave  h<HMi  a<lllrc?^ell  irom  England  "r/rt  Ru^iia"  since 
the  early  par'  of  Ucoember ;  those  reachiug  India  by  that  route  f-itu  i  thut  date  have  been  diverted 
irom  the  Turki-h  roiitc  for  some  unexplained  (and,  bh  far  as  known,  unwarrantable)  rcaion  by  the 
Continental  admiuisirationai  but  by  which  of  them  doee  not  yet  appear. 

India  OiBo^  98  April  1886. 


Digitized  by  Google 


BBUCT  covinms  om  muft  nmtA  ooaitiririCATioHa.  639  ^'  ^'  ^ 

App.  ^f  0. 2o. 

ACT  W<K  VIU.  «f  1860.   


PiMed  hj  the  Le^^tiTe  Cowoil  of  iodn. 
(Boo«T«d  tlie  «Ment  of  tbe  OoTenmr  General  on  the  Utili  Miucli  1860l> 


Am  Act  for  regulating  the  Establiduncnt  ud  M«iiag«ueiit  «f  Electric  Telegraphs  in 

India. 

W^BEltSAS  it  ie  expccUoit  better  pro^inon  ahould  be  mode  for  regulating  the 
eAtaf>lishment  and  manageincnt  of  lisee  of  Eleebie  Telegta{ili  in  LkG«  ;  it  n  enacted  as 

follows : 

I.  Act  XXXIV.  of  1R54  (for  rcgnlating  the  establishment  and  management  of  Electric  Act  repealed. 
Telegraphs  in  India)  is  hereby  repealed,  except  as  to  any  act  or  offence  which  shall  have 

been  done  or  conunittedi  or  to  any  fine  or  penalty  which  shall  have  been  incnrred,  or  to 
any  proeeedingB  which  riiall  have  been  eommenced,  before  thtt  Act  shall  come  into 
operation,  and  except  also  ae  to  any  license  tor  the  eetabliahment  of  a  line  of  l'!*  t-f  ric 
lelegraph  granted  under  the  aaid  Act.  AH  tilings  done  uiuler  the  authority  or  in  pureu- 
anee  of  the  taid  Aot,  shall  be  aa  valid  and  efieetuM  ae  if  tluB  Aot  had  not  bew 

II.  Within  the  British  territories  in  India,  the  Governor  General  of  Intlia  in  Council  J^ovnnoi  (irrr  ial 
ahull  liave  the  exclusive  privilege  of  estjihlifhing  linen  of  Electric  Telegraph.    Provided       ex' ili'^iv!'  j>ri>i- 
that  the  Governor  General  of  India  in  Council  may  griuit  a  license  to  any  person  or        of  enabUahlDg 
company  to  establish  a  line  of  Electric  Telegraj*li  within  any  part  of  such  territories,  ekctric tdiijpiBiilM. 
which  license  shall  he  revocaUle  on  the  hreat'h  of  any  t>(  iho  coTiditicmK  therein  contuned.  Provis»i. 

III.  Whoever  shall  otherwise  tlum  under  a  license  diUy  granted  as  aforeaaid  eetablitfli,  Feimlticw  for  csu- 
or  after  revocation  of  such  license  maintain,  a  line  of  Electric  Tclegrapli  within  the  said  blishinf;  or  moin- 
tcrrif.rri, -.  In'  VinVlc  *a>  :i  fi:ic  not  cxcecrlins'  1,000  riiiuT^  :  miuI  fur  .  Vi>rv  week  t«iI^^lp UBMthansrf 


during  whieii  such  line  sh:ili  be  maintained,  .^liaii  be  liable  to  a  turtber  tine  not  exceeding  * 
500  rupees. 

IV.  "WTiocver  phall  u,^o  a  lino  of  Electric  Telegraph,  knowing  or  having  rawoo  to  rrimliv  i oi  n.in^ 
belie\  (>  that  it  is  an  unlioen«ed  line,  for  the  purpose  of  sending  or  receiving  messages,  or  ^.^"^||^|^ 
ahall  perform  any  eerviee  incidnitial  theretOi  ehaU,  for  every  aueh  offeoee*  oe  liable  to  a     *  ^ 
fine  not  eaeeeding  50  rupees. 

V.  The  Go'v  ei  'ior  f'l m ml  nf  India  in  Council  may,  on  the  occurrence  of  ntiv  jiublic  Government  may 
emergency,  take  temporary  possesMon  of  any  line  of  Electric  Telegraph  established  Ijtlil'**^^**' 
under  license  within  the  sud  territoriee.  mSbSVv  ITcraa© 

VI.  Any  ii^aihvay  Com|iany.  on  being  required  eo  to  do  by  the  Governor  General  of  Government  may 
India  in  Council,  shall  permit  tlie  Government  to  establish  ujion  the  land  of  such  company  '^'j'l^fjj^^ 
adjoinin-;  the  line  of  railway,  a  line  of  Electric  Telegraph,  and  shall  give  every  reaatou-  con^ny^ 

able  faculty  for  establishing  and  nring  the  same. 

VIT.  The  (Joveruor  General  of  Tmlla  in  ("i.inicll  nmy,  from  time  to  time,  frame  ruleu  i^''c7und]^io'lSSL 
for  the  conduct  of  £Uectric  Telegraphs  established  bj^  Government^  not  inconsistent  with  ruiet  for  the  c«n- 
ttiis  Act,  and  therein  prei<cribe  the  regulations,  conditaone»  and  reetrietaons,  according  to  duct  of  tiovornmeat 
which  all  mr^<san:es  and  signal:^  shall  be  transmitted.  tclugnidis. 

VIII.  The  (iovcrnnicni  .-Iiall  not  be  resitonsible  for  any  loss  or  damage  which  may  Goremnieiil net 
occur  in  ccmstnjuciicc  of  uuy  person  employed  by  the  Government  in  tlie  Electric  Tele-  rM^oniiMe far h— 
graph  Department  failing  to  transmit  with  accuracy  any  inesnage  entnistc<I  to  him  for  <"<™eB"' 
transmission;  and  no  sui!^  person  shall  be  responsible  for  any  nvtm  loss  or  damagCj  unless 

he  sh^l  cause  the  Mune  ne^igcntly,  maliciooely,  or  frandnlently. 

IX.  Whoever  shall,  without  permission,  enter  into  the  signal  room  of  aOovennnent  Penalty  for  intrud- 
Telegrapb  Office,  or  shall  refuse  to  quit  the  ?nmc  nn  licinir  rrqnestwl  to  do  so  bv  any  iwgj"to  «tgiial 
uffioer  or  servant  employed  therein,  or  shall  wilfully  obstruct  or  impede  any  such  otbcor 

or  eervant  in  tbe  peifomMinee  of  Ua  duty,  shall  be  liaUe  to  a  fine  not  exoeeding  100 
rapeea. 

X.  Whoever  ehali  wilfidly  causej  or  attempt  to  cause  aav  interruption  to  the  tnuismis-  Pewdties  fatmukig' 
eion  of  stgnala  along  a  line  of  electric  telegra|)n  establkhed  by  die  Government,  by  cutting  theUas. 

or  injuring  the  wire,  uv  liy  injuring  any  portion  of  the  line  or  jio^ts  or  any  iii.^truiacnt  or 
apparatus,  or  by  any  otlicr  means,  sliall  be  liable  to  imprisonment,  with  or  without  hard 
lBMnr»  fiw  a  term  not  eKceeding  two  yeari^  or  to  line,  or  to  both. 

XI.  Whoever,  being  in  the  employ  of  the  Government  in  the  Electric  Tdegraph  Dejtart-  penalty  for  onittii^ 
ment,  shall  wilfully  secrete,  make  away  with,  alter,  or  omit  to  transmit  any  message  which  to  tninnnttstMifse 
be  may  have  received  for  transmiesion  or  delivery,  or  shall  wilfully  or  otherwise  than  by  message^ srir 
the  official  order  of  a  Secretary  to  the  Govcrninriit  ul  Imiiu.  <ir  (iuvi  rnment  of  MadntM  or  ■""Snw 
Jiombay^or  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Bengal,  or  of  the  North  Western  Provinces,  or  of  the 

0.43.  4  K  S  Fui^b, 
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App.  No.  flCK 


ppmdtj  tat  oflcring 


PcmUliMforatBd' 
iag  BMiHges  wiUt- 
mi  psjmcnt  to 


Jnriadictioo  beyond 
limits  of  Sagmmt 
Cvut, 


Jari«diction  ■within 
local  liniita  of 
Soprano  Coart* 


Fact  bow  kvkd. 


IinpriMnincnt,  if  no 
aaneiaiit  diatxM^ 


GvrannncDt  ter- 
vant*  wlio  rommit 
oURfocm  iniiMt  Uits 
Act  inf  * 


Punjab,  or  Chief  Cnmmiflfionrr  of  Oucio,  or  sttoh  other  officers  as  the  GoTemor  General  of 
lodin  in  Coum  il  -linll  authorise  to  give  surli  order,  divulge  iiny  racHsagc,  or  the  purport  of 
any  mesiiage  ur  s^ignal  to  aoy  person  not  untitled  to  receive,  or  U>  become  acquainted  with 
the  r  ame,  shall  be  liable  to  be  imprisoned,  with  or  without  hard  labour,  for  a  term  not 

^rcoiiiri'T  two  years,  or  to  fine,  or  tO  both. 

XII.  Whoever  offers  a  bribe  to  anv  ttcisoti  in  the  employ  of  the  floTernment  in  the 
Electric  Telegraph  Deiiartmcut,  iu  order  to  induec  such  person  to  act  in  a  manner  ioeoa- 
i~iM<  i)t  with  Wis  duty,  shall  be  liable  to  be  impriMnned  for  atenn  not  exeeeding  «ix  moiitha, 
or  to  fine,  or  to  l)Oth. 

XIII.  Whoever,  being  in  each  employ,  shall  be  guilty  of  an^  not  of  druakenness,  care- 
lessness, or  other  roiscondttt!t>  whereby  the  tntnsmiesion  or  delivet^  of  any  message  shall 

be  endangered,  or  who  ^hall  loiter  or  make  delay  in  the  transmission  or  delivery  of  any 
meesage,  sbail  be  liable  to  imprisooment,  with  or  without  hard  labour,  for  a  term  not  ex- 
ceeding three  months,  or  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  100  rupees,  or  to  both. 

XIY.  Whoever,  being  in  such  employ,  shall  transmit  by  the  electric  tt^legraph  any  uiea- 
sage  upon  which  the  prescribed  charge  has  not  been  paid,  intending  thereby  to  defraud 
the  Guvcrumeut,  shall  be  liable  to  be  imprisoned,  with  or  without  hard  labour,  for  a  term 
not  exeeeding  two  yeair^  or  to  flue,  or  to  boUk 

XV.  Wlior  vcr  ^^lKl]l  transmit,  <ir  cawv  tn  be  traiiHniitled,  by  an  clor'tric  telegraph  cstab- 
Uflhed  by  Qoveroment  a  message  which  be  knows  to  be  false  or  fabricated,  shall  bo  liable 
to  be  imprisoned,  with  or  without  bard  labour,  for  a  term  not  exceeding  two  yeara,  or  to 
fine,  or  to  both. 

XVI.  Any  person  not  being  a  European  British  .-tibject,  who  shall,  beyond  the  local 
limits  of  tlic  jnrisdirtiou  uf  u  Court  of  J  udicalure  cttalJiphcd  by  Royal  Charter,  coiaiuit 
any  of  the  oftcnces  mentioned  in  Sections  X.,  XI.,  Xil.,  Xlll.,  XIV.,  and  XV.  of  this 
Act,  shall  be  punishable  upon  conviction  br  any  magistrate  within  whose  jtirisdiotitHi  the 
offimoe  shall  b«  otnnmitted.  If  any  such  oflenee  be  oommitted  b^ond  ^  iaid  looil  fimiti 
by  a  Enrojicnn  'Rrifi.'.b  Fnlijcct,  the  offender  Hhall  be  pnilifllMble  vpQn  COttfiotlOD before  a 
0>urt  ((f  .Judicature  cstablUlicd  by  Royal  Charter. 

XVII.  Any  per^u,  whether  a  European  British  subject  ur  not,  who  shall,  within  ths 
local  limits  oi  tne  jurisdiction  of  a  Court  of  .Judicature  established  by  Ruyal  Charter, 
commit  any  of  the  offences  referred  to  in  the  last  piveooding  Section,  altall  be  pmuflhable 
upon  conviction  before  such  Court. 

XVTir.  Any  person,  whether  a  European  British  subject  or  not,  who  shall  be  guilty  of 
any  ofTmee,  tor  which,  according  to  the  provisiont^  of  this  Act,  he  shall  be  liabli  t  ,i  a  fine 
only,  shall  be  punishable  for  such  offence  by  any  magistrate  of  police  for  any  uf  the  Presi- 
dency towns  of  Calcutta,  Madras,  and  Bombay,  or  fbr  the  eettleinent  of  Prince  of  Walea^ 
Island,  Singapore,  and  Malacca,  magistrate,  joint-mairi-itrate,  or  person  lawfully  excrcianff 
the  powers  of  a  magistrate,  within  wh<»e  jurisdiction  the  offence  shall  be  committed ;  ana 
any  penon  herebj  made  puniahabla  by  a  magiatrate  of  pulioe  aliall  be  pnniahable  apoB 
nmmary  convictran. 

XIX.  All  fines  imposed  under  the  authority  of  thi^  Act.  for  offences  •punishable  by 
fine  only,  by  any  police  magistrate,  magistrate,  joini-majjjistratc,  or  person  lawfolfy 
excrci.-iiip  the  ];i  w  crs  ol  a  magistrate,  may,  in  case  uf  noii-juiymcnt  thereof,  be  levied  by 
distress  and  sale  of  the  gocds  and  chattels  of  the  oflender,  by  warrant  under  the  hand  of 
•my  of  the  abore^namod  officers,  and  in  case  any  suth  tine  shall  not  be  forthwith  paid,  an^ 
?mh  cfficcr  may  order  the  ofltnder  to  be  apprehended  and  detained  in  pafe  custody  until 
ti  c  return  can  be  ron\cniently  made  to  such  warrant  of  distress,  udIcss  such  party  shall 
give  security  to  the  fati.-fhrticn  of  such  officer  for  his  appearance  at  such  place  and  time  as 
shall  be  appointed  for  the  return  of  the  warrant  of  distress,  and  auch  officer  may  take  auoh 
security  by  way  of  recogni»nce  or  otherwise,  and  if,  upon  ^«  return  of  such  warrant,  it 

sbiill  Mj  j  iar  lliat  no  t^iillieient  dii^tress  can  be  ha<l  whereon  to  levy  such  fine,  and  the  tiamo 
shall  not  be  forthwith  {laid,  or  in  ca.^e  it  hhall  appear  to  the  satistaction  of  such  officer,  by 
the  confession  of  the  pmty  or  otberw  i.'^e,  that  he  has  not  suffident  goodeand  chattels  wher^ 
upon  Fi:ch  fine  or  ?iim  of  money  ccm'  1  1  r  It  \  "i  ]  If  a  warrant  of  digtrcss  were  issued,  any 
suchrfficcr,  bv  v  arrant  under  his  hand,  may  commit  the  ofiender  to  prison,  there  to  be 
imprifcncd  nnfy  or  to  be  imprisoned  and  kept  to  hard  labour,  according  to  the  dit^crction  of 
such  officer,  for  any  term  not  exceeding  two  calendar  months  where  the  amount  of  the  fine 
shall  not  exceed  90  rupees,  and  for  any  teim  not  exceeding  four  calendar  montlu  where 
the  i  nmunt  t-bnll  not  exceed  100  rupees,  and  for  any  term  not  exceeding  six  calendar 
months  in  any  other  case ;  the  commitment  to  be  determinable  in  each  of  the  cases  afore- 
said on  payment  of  the  amount 

XX.  If  any  servant  of  the  Government,  employed  in  the  Electric  Telw^ph  Departs 
ment  within  the  dominions  of  any  Foreign  Pnncc  or  State  in  alliance  with  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  in  which  an  electric  telegraph  is  established  by  the  Government,  shall 
within  the  deminifin>  of  .-iK-h  Prince  or  State  eonimit  any  act  lierehy  proliiblted,  or  omit  to 
do  any  act  hciebv  required  to  be  done  by  any  person  similarly  employed  within  theBrittah 
teniforiea  in  India,  such  servant  of  die  Government  shall  be  guilty  uf  an  offence,  and  on 
oonviction  thereof  ahall  be  pniUBfaed  in  ^  Hune  maaiier  ae  if  eneh  act  had  been  done  or 

omitted 
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omitted  within  the  eaid  last  mentioned  territories;  and  every  such  person  may  bo  tried,  '^I'P- 

eonricted,  and  punished  cither  by  fine  or  otberwLse,  aocordin«»  to  the  nature  of  the  ofTence'   

hy  wnj  oowrt  or  officer  dulj  empowered  by  the  Goveroor  Croneral  of  India  in  Council  to 
tdce  oogtusraoe  of  offenoes  committed  in  floeb  dominions  by  rorvants  of  die  Govt^mincnt, 
or  by  any  court  or  magistrate  or  other  competent  officer  in  any  parr  of  the  Kritinh  terri- 
tories in  India,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  offence  had  been  committed  in  sucb  |Mut  of  the 
«aSd  territoriet. 

XXI.  The  word  **  MagistrRte"  in  tlua  Act  ahaU  inolnde  joint  magistratea  and  persona  "T'lnwHm  «f 
lawriiMy  cxcrci^inrr  the  powen  ot  nMgiatrates*  aod  the  word  "Fine"  thall  inouide  a  tenub 

pcualty  or  f'orftitiu'e. 

XXII.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  GoTemor  General  in  Council  to  frame  rules  for  the  OonumMttn 
csondiict  of  any  rlcctric  tclc;jraph  estal>Ii4ic(l  by  license  under  tliis  Act,  and  to  declare  ftom  *"™if 'iSSlKr^!!?*" 
time  to  time  what  portions  of  this  Act  shall  be  applicable  to  such  telegraph  and  to  psnana  ^*?tomM. 
ndngthe  same,  or  employed  in  connexion  therewith.   It  ihaU  ako  oe  lawfiil  for  the       toAtdtn  Act 
Governor  General  in  Council  to  declare  from  time  to  time  that  this  Act,  or  euch  portions  q;"  li^^ble  to'tole- 
thcreof  as  may  be  specified,  shall  be  applicable  to  any  electric  telegraph  established  or  to  kri'  ipi  '^  I'atAblLsbed 
be  estabhshed  within  the  Britiah  territories  in  India  by  aity  Foreign  Prince  or  State  with  *       f^"'  ^''i- 
the  consent  of  the  British  GoT«imiMiit,  and  to  ptnom  imag  audi  fc»i«£mpH  or  «iii|iliojed  ^^^^^^^"^ 
in  connexion  therewith.  wMia 
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PAF£B&  handed  in  by  Mr.     Otaktrm,  25  Mi^  1866. 


India,  Siksapokk,  China,  and  Avbtkaua  Xki.bbbaph. 


■  OBSXRAL  SUMMARY  i-f  the  Forei^ni  ami  Loo-ul  Tra»r  mi\  SHIPPING  that  will  make  nM«f  lU 

Tropoaed  Telbueapii  Likes  (taken  Irom  Blue  Boc^)^ 




Truie,  Import*, 

Ve»««li 
Entored  «inl 
ClcareU. 

■ 

RBNARKS. 

1.  Straits  Settlements  (8uigap(»e 
Pcnang,  &c..  1808). 

S.  China  Ma-board  foreign  trade, 
ami  inehidin<r  trade  b^weeo  the 
lU  open  ports,  1804. 

S,  Jb^  IMS  .... 
4.  Anatvalia,  1864  .      -     .  - 

£. 

SO,4S6,8de* 

8,164,489 
88,6ll9,1t79 

6»49S 
17,970 

1,698 

8,00fi,0S8 
8,i6Sa,fiOfi 

eos,i94 

1,191,434 

*  Of  this  4,481,721  L  was  wiih  tk« 
United  Xiogdom. 

t  BaterMl  Inde  of 

open  porlf       -         .     '  r- 

Trade  between  ^^'^  ^^i^yviMlt 
openpoftt      -      ./  •  "» 

i6.8«,001/l6< 

ToMU  -  *  "  £. 

I68»861^898 

81,096 

10^d7,181 

STATEMENT  j-bowing  the  Trade  of  the  following  P0KT8  for  the  Year  1863-64. 


  -      ■  1 

'  TinlTiti 

TOTAl.. 

Importi         •      -  ■ 
EsporiB  .      .      •  - 

£, 

8,847,008 
8,897,744 

£. 

1,719,986 
^888/197 

1 

1,890,108 

1.784,338 

£. 
488,468 

£. 

10/344,896 

Total  TaAsn  -  •  £. 

11,744,749 

4,987,999 

8,494,441 



1,080,877 

90,468,888* 

*  Of  thu  amaanC  4,481,791  /.  wa*  with  the  United  KingdooL 


STATEMENT  of  the  Shippiho  and  Tomitagb  for  the  aame  Places  and  fer  the  aanie  Period. 


Sqnaie-rinwl 
▼■■Mita. 

1 

Total. 

VosselB. 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Tone. 

Veeeele. 

Tons. 

Veaeels.  Toiit. 

1,447 

6>8,668 

668 

146,780 

604 

949^14 

108 

66,817 

8,717  1,099,488 

Dapartune 

1,613 

500,074 

650 

U3,D28 

675 

•229,752 

103 

68,818 

3,741  1  1,069,018 

TtoTAL  -  • 

9,060 

1,188,649 

1,106 

989,888 

1,179 

479,088 

909 

187,613 

6.4S8  ^fiOSjm 

StaliiaeBl  Oepartr  III,  TiuiiaOfioe, 
lU  March  1806. 
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COMMEBCIAL  BEPOBTS  firom  Hxb  Majestt's  Coii»u1  in  Chxna^  1864  (predented 

to  b«di  HouMi,  Febnurjr  lM6]k, 


COMPABATIYE  TABLE  of  SEA-iio  vui)  Tuadb  of  CAtmi       the  13  Open  Porte) 

with  other  Coontriefl  in  1864,  p.  73. 


With 


Gnat  Britain,  British  Do- 
iniluiA«i>^  and  Colonia 

Japan  .  .  .  . 
United  Slates  oi  Am&xvcA  • 
Sundry   conntriea  (France 

&o.),p.  71  -  -  - 
Other  Ghinete  open  ports, 

or  intanwiionBl  tnde*  pp. 

70wd71      .      .  . 

Total   -    -  X. 


Imports. 


£. 

17,044,206 
610,736 
160,226 

1,188,078 
«M82,076 


R»-Export8. 


1,017,162 


7,212,043 


44,67d,919t  I 


£xport». 


16,662,385 
114,982 
1,494,286 

14,922,085 


TOVAL. 


■  *.  ■■ 

SS,0»4,69O* 

1,742,870 

i,«44,5it  : 

I,»O»,S80  ' 


47,716,768 


88,797,960 


86,601,064 


•  Of  thk  30,688,331  L  wtth  the  Ulrited 
t  or  tiMM  teiparti  8,67»,tMi:  mi 


P.  74,  "  So  that  the  British  trade  is  about  the  10-11^  part  of  the  whob  of  tiia  foreign  tnde  in 

' "    ie  re-exporU  to  Chinese  ports 
i|>ied,  entering  inwards  and 


Cliiiia,  or  aboat  6-7tha  of  the  intanwtioml  tnds  of  China.  Chinese  re-exporu  to  Chinese  ports 

"urnig  t8M  has 
giving  a  toaaaga  of  0,088,608 


inelndaiL  Hm  carrying  trade  of  the  U  pocto  daring  1804 
■  17,970 


UviTiD  KnraDOii  -viik  ^Uim,  including  Hona  EMtt  and  Maem  (taken  from  Bine 

Book8> 

.....   10^4.  ..; 


16,673,0^0 
4,988,402 

Total  Imports  and  Exports  - 

i   -  £. 

80,063,882 

£. 

1,423,819 
000,900 

'tvTkh  Importo  and  Exports  - 

.  -  £. 

8,000,811 

Philippine  Islands :  Imports  and  exports       •    .  • 

1,574,489 
818,600 

Total  Imports  and  Biporls  - 

4,488,900 

-  Ct 

VeasA 

-  Tonnage^ 

Nnmbar  and  tonnage  of  vamli  ("ailing  and  ataam)  entered 
IKtto  •   -   •   ditto  •   -   •   ditto  •   >  •  cleared  • 

296 

887 

.  ..1 

188,.-.H8 
178^3 

TOTAI,    -    -  - 

583 

366,880 

> 

18  6  2. 

Java  and  Madeira :  . 

Total  vakio  of  mstdiaaidisa  and  specie  exported  to  all  eonntriea  • 
Yalnoof  unporlainiofiOm  allManitriai  .     •     *     -  . 

*  m 

£, 

4,880,888 
8,888,080 

Total  Sxporte  and  Imports  - 

-   '  £. 

«^l84y409 

Tonaaga. 

Number  and  tonnage  of  ve^els  entered  --«..- 

2,819 
2,954 

411,854 

TOIAL    -  - 

8»778 

808,184 
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ASVmvtX.  VO  ItBFOBT  tBOA  THE 


A|l|k>'llQk  Sl« 


COMMERCIAL  HEPORTS  from  ITeu  Maji-sty';^  Coir80I.8  ia  Otiui,  1864, 

presented  to  both  Houses,  1866. 


TvMnire  imported,  1864. 


(P-M)t 
GiMABrjtefai 


Totel  odier  Comitnw 

Total  Treasure  imporied 


Note — Of  iIm  above  ha* 

To  Japan  •      -  ■ 

To  lodift  - 

To  Sii^pore  •> 


4,848,8a4 


M7,403 
l,4St,«61 
S8ff,S44 


Totel  TiMmn  Bo-eiported  - 


Taeb 


476,982 
301,833 


•2,937,673 


This  is,  howeTer,  bat  ao  appntxiaiatioD,  aa  no  eonect  ntara  of  opefationa  in 
~  «aii  Iw  oblttiMd. 


2,016,40g 
7,303,488 


Hankow 


4,324,'*  >6« 


Total  Tauamu  Imported  into  China 


{Tads  ;i  1,028^139 
£.  3,1 


Ihdia  with  Chisa. 


1663. 

B^wiiloCUMf 

£. 

Imports  from  China: 

Total  '  -  *  £, 

Merchandise 

£.3,400,199 

4,396,008 

lIpiiaaTkaaB  «  •  •  it 
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Aff.  'tht  tt* 

SUMM  A  R Y  of  FoBBioN  Tbads  of  Awfrwlfti,  1864.  — 


IMPORTS  4IID  BXrORTS. 

Imporm  and 
BxporU. 

VetMia 

AniTcd  md 

tar- 

BiMtagt. 

Tifltaria  ' 

£. 

tl,MS,lM 

Ml 

New  South  Wales  .       •  • 

Mt 

880,260 

SoDth  Aiutralia    -      .  - 

ISO 

183,194 

Qaconslaiid   •       •       •  • 

448,9'57 

40 

88,765 

• 

TuawDis  .... 

8S8ji000 

810 

an  * 

Not  gnwii 

JXimMlmi-'     .     -  > 

tt«l,000 

W 

79,977 

TwAU  -  •  •  £. 

*38,089,9;9 

1,898 

1,IS1,4S4 

•  or  Oil,  tM««,tll  t  mi  nMt  ft«  UiM  KliCira 

1.  VWeOMT 

••ulriMtteNlg 

iMa4r«BMapl»Utt. 

1.  UiriTXD  EnwDtm  with  Awtbalia  aiii>  Skw  Zsalamk 


Impoktb  therefrom  (taken  from  "  Blue  Books")  1864. 


£. 

N  ow  South  Wales  and  Queensland 

3.184,277 
4,043,818 
1,903,809 

Total  Ooodi  InportBd  ... 

l,o66,708 
iMIM,971 

Eapwrto  (Brilirii  and  FoioigB  praAuoa) : 

»  « 

»,770,ltt» 

1,188,526 
2,864,060 

Total  Cxfoats  -   -  - 

Toxaa  iMMBn  AiTD  fizpom  -  -  . 

SS»4«1,«M 

t.  Aaitraliaii  trade  (Impom  aad  Bzporto,  IMS)  wifli  India  and 

8.  Ditto  with  Continent  of  Europe  and  North  America  - 

■  • 

ToTAb  Foreign  Trade  of  Australia 

-    -  £. 

38,S8S),079 

4.  Number  of  V&mU,  Sailiog  and  ijteam,  and  Tuimasc,  1864  : 
United  K^fdem  10  Anrtnlia  od  Now  Zealaiid  -  «>Mnd 
Ditto     ...    ditto      ....  enterea 

Vessels. 
478 
146 

Tonnage. 
408,268 
»7«8M 

TVIAL  ... 

9U 

OSC^ 

Au9tralia  to  India,  China,  Continent  of  Bafopo»  and  NoidkAlBMiM, 

1,269 

886,709 

Tmaii  FoBiinB  SBi»nn«  or  AooT«AUA  '  -  " 

1,M»S 

0.43.  4  O 
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AXPmOIX  TO  SBFORT  TROM  THB 


App.  No.ai. 


•27  ,huK>  1SC2. 

A  l)KPrTAi  io«  wnnectetl  with  ihe  An{^lo-Au-iratiau  am!  China  Teli.^raph  wailed  Ujmu 
Sir  C'harlp,"  Wotxl  on  the  27th  June  1862,  at  the  India  Ofti(!c,  fonccrning  tlic  osUbhsh- 
ment  of  tt-lcgraphic  communication  between  India  and  China  and  Judia  and  Australia, 
iraS  Singapore.  The  deiiutation  waa  introdui^ed  by  the  Honourable  A.  Kionaird,  U.v., 
and  «onsitilcd  of  the  fullowing  {icntlemen  :  Sir  Stuart  Dxr  iM- n  i,  ?^Ii^h.  -.  J.  TT  illi'lav. 
Jf.  P.  Watson,  S.  W.  Hyde,  H.  C.  E.  Chiiden?,  m.p.,  J.  C)glc,  T.  W.  Evuns,  m.p., 
JEL  B.  Wade,  Peek,  T.  M.  W^pielin,  blp.,  F.  Giaborne,  Fleeroing  Jenkin,  C.  R 
Ebdcn. 

Stau  lilt  iiU  were  laadi;  witli  reicroucc  tti  the  subsidios  already  voted  by  ti%e  Australian 
LegiiilnturcA  for  the  Java-Queensland  line,  and  thoae  expected  ftxaii  the  French  Gorem- 
roent  for  a  line  between  Singapore  and  Saigon. 

The  propoeitlon  laid  befbre  Sir  Chariea  Wood  was  tbat  the  Indian  GoTOmmeiif  afaonO 

give  a  .subsidy  tow  ard:'  tlu  mi  ction  between  Singapore  and  Rangoon,  contingent  on  the 

successful  working  ol'  the  cable. 

Sir  Charles  Wood  informed  the  deputation  that  until  he  was  aesured  by  the  Treasury 
that  the  (nitlvinrr  tcli  f;niiiliie  lines  from  Au.-tralia  to  Singapore  on  the  one  eidc,  nnd  from 
Hong  Kong  tu  SiugajKire  i>u  the  other,  were  in  a  state  of  actual  forwardness,  or  i  crtaixi  to 
be  eoninlotcd,  he,  as  roprcaenting  the  Government  of  India,  could  not  move  in  relation  to 
the  India  and  Singnjtore  line;  hut  that,  upon  bis  receiving  such  assurance  from  tiie  im- 
perial GoveraTnent,  he,  as  Secretary  of  State  ftr  Indh^  woutd  feel  it  to  be  his  duty  either 
to  carry  nut  a-^  a  (invrrnim  nt  work,  or  to  assist  by  e^ubeidy  or  otherwise^  apnTSte  com- 
I>any  to  complete  the  line  from  Kangoon  to  Singajjore. 


Sir  Ckarkt  Woodfs  Anawer  to  Baron  BtnUndt,  re  Rangoon-SSngnpore  Telegraph. 


Extract  from  F.  GMenu's  Lett«r  to  C.  U,  EbdeHt  dated  The  Hague, 

1  February  1864. 

Tat:  Secretary  General  to  the  Foreign  Office  read  to  me  this  day  porHons  of  a  despatch 
from  Baron  BmtiiKk.  dati'd  the  26th  ultimo.  It  wa-  -tatcd  in  that  despatch  that  Sir 
Charles  Wood,  in  answer  to  iiaron  Bcntinck,  told  him  that  there  wa-s  a  well-lbunded  hope 
that  Ae  telegraph  line  between  Bagdad  and  India  would  be  completed  next  spring,  uA 
that  as  regards  the  Ran  goon-Si  ngapn  re  Tek'^rrupli,  no  cnncc-Mnu  ha<l  as  yet  be«i  given  to 
any  company,  nor  had  any  decision  been  as  yet  come  to  upon  tiie  matter. 


Extract  from  F,  GiAcn^t  Letter  to  C.  H,  Ebdett,  dated  The  Haga^  19  Maroh  1864. 

P.  S. — Biiron  Bentinck  has  received  another  answer  from  our  Government  about  the 
Rangoon-Singapore  tclcj^raph.  dated  about  the  6th  instant,  stating  that  (iovernnu  nt  aie 
uot  prepared  at  pre^icnt  tu  subsidise  either  the  Kongoun-Siogaporo  or  Austtuliau  iiuc. 


Extract  from  a  Letter  from  the  late  1^  1  r  India  Company'?  Hoard  of  Directon,  to  the 
India  Board,  dated  I>a>ti  India  House,  14  July  is.'i^*. 

4.  As,  however,  it  appears,  from  Mr.  Gisb*)rne's  letter,  now  under  notice,  that  the 
concession  granted  tu  Um  by  the  Netherlands  Government  is  limited  in  time,  and  is  con- 
'liticmal  upon  an  assurance  iJiat  the  link  between  liangoon  and  Singapore  will  not  be  left 
\jndone,  the  court  cannot  hesitate  to  express  their  opinion  that  when  measures  have  been 
matured  for  making  such  remaining  portions  of  flie  line  as  may  be  required  to  complete 
the  teiegrapbio  communication  between  this  country  and  Australia,  it  would  be  the  duty 
4if  the  Indian  Government  to  take  atcp  for  th«  Mnmtaneoos  eonstmctlon  of  that  part  or 
the  Ime  whloh  lies  within  its  jtuiadictMm. 

1  have,  &c. 

The  Seeietary,  India  Board.  (signfid)      J.  D.  JHekaum. 


Dear  Sir,  Foreign  Otticc,  16  April  1866. 

i  HATE  made  inquiries  about  the  piejeeted  telegraph  from  Kiahkta  to  Pckiu,  and  no 

further  information  on  the  ^^bil  i  t  'ecms  to  have  rcaclicil  tlie  Foreign  Office  beyond  that 
which  you  already  know,  viz.  that  the  Chinese  Government  reftisod  the  concession. 

I  am,  8cc. 

F.  Giabome>  Esq.  (.s^edj      JUtnrjf  Hanty. 
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Teusgeatiis  to  India. 
1.    F&f  Turkej  und       Hfinor  (eziBtnig  line). 

Stal.  Mites. 


Btlj^rade  to  CtMi-t.inn'tioplo  »  .  . 
Gomtantiiiople  to  Baghdad  ... 
Baghdad  to  BuMorah  (Head  of  Penian  GolQ 

Balgnde  li>  BnMmh 


690 
1.S14 

8sn 


3.224 


2.   Fit  Fexai*  (ensliim  Km). 

Ru-biait  FrontiLi  t4j  Tehe'an,  say       -  480 
Tdieniu  to  Bushire   -----------«  68? 

(f'jrfr  Bhte  Book,  Iff  Fab.  1B«4,  p.  81,  lelatiagr  to  Titagnqili  to  Panda.) 


to  Duvbjio  -     "     •     *     •  ' 


3k    Va  £g7pt>  Palaatine,  and  Ana  Minac  (exuting  line) 


Ah  xandriri  to  Oiarbcker Hftf^  Abppo^  MV 
Diiubeker  to  finaiiorali  ... 


Stat.  Miles. 
1,103 
yoo 


S,008 


4.    Via  Egypt  and  Bed  Sea  {pvopoaed  line). 
jUffiondik  to  Xa»Roimb  (Rad  Seo),  «tf  Valfef  of  li»  Nileio  Shaa^ 


Stat.  MUn. 
3,a8S 


The  aboTf  (!T?t:tnrP'J  are  taken  froTn  Sir  H.  Ra^rfinflon's  psmpKIet  on  tTic  Overland 
Tdegraph  t«  IncHa  (1861),  and  show  the  extent  to  which  we  are  uependent  for  our  tele- 
gni^ic  cumnnnieMliott  with  Indi*  upon  die  TVtriaali,  Pcraiant  end  Bgyplim  GovemmanlB 
nespectively. 

The  Nne  through  Eorope  and  ml  tlie  Ifdlta  and  Aleasndriit  eaHe  in  Egypt,  and  theoee 

ibrough  Pnlestinf  riA  r>iarl>ckt  r  to  tl  )i  i  l  i  of  the  Persian  Giilf  and  India,  has  many  of 
tbe  amrantiveB  of  thf  projKiMed  Ked  Sea  and  India  line,  commencing  at  Massnwah  on  the 
Red  8e*  «M  terminating-  at  Kurrachee,  wltere  the  Pcntan  Uulf  cable  also  terminates. 

As  ftr  as  Alexandria,"  the  rowte  \e  commnn  to  biith  the  lines  under  cmnpariAin, and  from 
Ma^sownlt  ill  one  Erection,  and  the  head  of  the  rcrsiau  Gulf  in  the  otner,  to  India,  the 
fine«  are  or  \rili  be  in  Engtuli  Imnds,  and  both  of  them  submarine  and  in  shoal  water. 

So  AuTt  tkerefiora^  Aeie  w  notiniK  to  sboif  between  Ihenij  and  the  pohtt  of  oomp^ 
rnon  Be*  twtwwn  the  iSiie  (ran  AlexatiAfa  to  MasMrwah,  whtch  h  9,899  miles  in 
leTifXth,  and  that  fmni  Alexandria  fo  fiiurf  ( ?  i  r  tnd  '}u-  !i(  id  rrf  the  Persian  Gtilf  ;  (Ma 
lixte  is  !3»003  miles  long.  It  is  only  deeimi  to  indicate  the  real  point  of  comparison 
irHhoitC  dnenianig 

23  April  1866.  F. 


Monaieur,  LoadreS)  le  23  Juia  1864. 

Ls  Glouvurncmcikt  dt-  I^mpcreur  auquel  transmis  la  deaumde  que  MM.  Im 
Diroctcur?!  dc  la  Coinpti^aii;  'lV-li;ij;i-uj>hir|iic  Anglo-AuBtroIientkc  m'oiit  adriisace  dans  le 
couraal  damois  dc  Ft-vrier  durnicr,  cu.  vuc  d'obtenir  le  coocomrs  dc  la  Frauce,  me  cliarire 
de  vous  aonoucer  qu'apr^  uu  exaaocn  atteotif  du  prujct  qm*.  liu  a  ct^  aoumid,  l'(Uab> 
Biaiimcnt  d'une  Ugiae.  t^l^imphiqiia  ^ue  ae  deruerait  aur  Siiugoa.  et  la  China  iui  n  paxu 
•Toir  une  impovtanoe  f^cBe  ponr  lea  inti&elB  I^anc^.  II  eet,  en  eona^qoenee,  diapoa^  4 
prendre  Ic6  uicsures  ucccs^airca  jiour  que  toutes  faciliti'?  sment  donn^a  a.  la  Compagnie 
Auglu-Au«tralieuuti  puur  ratterriaaemeot  de  son  cable  4  Saigoa :  toutefoia  le  Gouveme- 
ment  dc  I'Empereur  croit  devtnx  cenfamer  dans  ces  limfteti  la.  peomeaae  de  concours  qu1l 
fait  a  la  Cuni^ugnle.  D'une  part,  cn  effet,  il  ae  jn^e  paa  a  ptopoe  d'acc<*rder  a  litre 
exclusif  le  droit  d  ctablir  &  Saigon  uiu?  iOatioii  de  la  Ii|^e  proj«t&,  et  d'autre  part,  il  ne 

nus  fiuancier,  cn  prt-dcnce 
r^tat  actual  dea  diveraea 


de  plus  ptte  anz  d^VEigajgiBk 

Becevcz, 

(j^fiSi      VAjobumdn^  dn  BVanon^ 

Monsieur  C-  H.  Ebden,  Ail  dtta  . 

Fre«ideut  dc  la  Compagpfi  Tdl^piphiiqifW 
Anglo-AofltBalieuie. 

0.43.  4  0  2 
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App.N«^tl« 

(Ihualiitioii.) 

Tblbobapk  fkom  /mm,  thioiig^  Amalra,  to  5isft,  opponte  Sbtfi^an. 


The  following  notice  is  taken  from  tho  Java  *'  Courant,"*  of  the  27tih  February  1866,  No.  17. 

tn  acoordaoce  with  a  letter  received  £rom  the  Colutial  Minister,  his  M^ea^  ilie  King 
has,  w'lik  the  aanctioii  of  tiie  Cebinet  of  the  9&  Deeemfaer  1865,  No.  56,  authorised  ^ 
Indian  Govermnent  to  cx>netnict  the  following  tel^;Taphic  connections,  viz. : 

A  land  line  between  Telok-Betoog  (Lampong  districta,  aontii  part  of  Snmatna)  and 

Palembang. 

A  submariue  line  between  Sumatra  and  Java,  and  such  line  in  case  of"  failure  to  be  re- 
placed bj  optician  telegraphs,  to  be  placed  on  both  sides  and  intermediate  iales,  as  well  as 
Ij  ft  anMul  powerfiil  steamer. 

A  land  hne  ftem  Palembang,  vH  Benkoelen  and  Padangto  Siak, 


SnroAPom-BATATTA  Tklw/ratb. 

The  cable  waa  the  aapie  aa  that  naed  for  the  Bed  Sea  and  India  Telegraph,  weighing 

only  S2  cvt.  ptf  knot 


BzYBACT  £r<Mn  F,  CHabarne't  Dit^  at  ihe  Hagne. 

11th  August  1862. 

Had  a  long  conversation  this  day  with  J.  Groll,  the  Government  cno^incer  in  Java, 
who  Huperiutended  the  laying  of  the  Sin<jai)()re-Bat:ivi:i  cable  in  1859.  ana  wa.s  aftcrwatdf 

engaged  repairing  it  for  one  year,  when  it  finallj  broke  down,  though  repairs  were  aab- 
aequently  attempted.   He  would  have  it  that  the  the  cable  would  nave  been  broken  by 

anchors  wherever  it  was  laid,  even  in  the  open  sea  east  of  Banca.  T  told  him  that 
Admiral  li^ilt^ndijke  (Minister  ui'  Marine)aud  others  said  it  would  not.  He  answered  iliat 
TCtsels  continually  anchored  in  the  whole  of  that  sea.  He  had  commanded  the  mail 
steamer  between  Batavia  and  Singapore ;  the  course  of  the  mail,  however,  was  inside  (W.) 
of  Banca,  where  also  the  cable  was  laid  in  about  1 1  fathoms  of  water.  He  added  that,  from 
want  of  landmarks,  it  would  be  VLiy  diffieuh  to  find  the  eublc  if  la'-d  Iv  of  Rancu,  wliilbt 
where  it  was  laid  it  had  been  easily  found.  He  said  he  had  wanted  the  cable  to  be  laid 
on  the  mudbank  along  the  oosst  of  Sumatra  in  three  fathoms  water,  and  he  was  decidedly 
of  opinion  that  that  wa?  the  bc.^t  locality  for  it.  Messrs.  Newall  &  Co.  had  laid  this  cable 
▼ery  taut,  being  the  game  prin<ii»le  which  tlie^  had  adopted  in  die  c«»e  of  the  Red  Sea 
and  Indift  onble.  Mr.  Gndl  saiu  that  in  repairing  the  cable  it  was  fonnd  to  be  kinked 
where  it  h^pened  to  have  been  laid  slack,  and  was  not  kinked  where  it  had  been  Lid 

S'ght;  tiiis  was  Ae  ease  where  there  was  any  current,  whieh  existed  almost  everywhere 
ong  the  course  the  cable  wm  laid  in. 

During  the  year  Mr.  Grroll  had  charge  of  the  repairs,  the  cable  was  broken  30  to  40 
times  by  anchors.    He  asid  that  the  iron  wire  had  rusted  more  OTor  some  portions  of  the 

Iwttom  than  over  others ;  that  the  live  coral  wtw  rather  advantagcouB  than  otherwise,  :«<  it 
grew  over  the  cable,  though  inside  the  cural  the  iron  wad  gcucrally  fuuud  rusted.  He 
and  he  had  never  hhnsclf  seen  the  gutta  percha  eaten  through  by  the  teredo^  hot  he  had 
the  moot  ^ecifio  aoGonnts  that  such  hsd  been  the  esse;  he  had  himself  seen  iJbe  worm 
spring  out  on  bendhiff  back  the  core.  The  holes  were  (generally  not  perceptible  till  tiiat 
was  done.  The  tercuo  had  not  pierced  the  core  till  the  iron  wire  had  runted  awav,  and  he 
thought  the  teredo  would  not  cat  the  bituminous  compound  with  wliieh  we  proposed  to 
cover  the  iron  wires ;  he  thought,  however,  the  compound  would  drop  of!. 

He  .said  that  the  cable  had  once  worked  59  day?  cnnseeatively,  and  when  nt  work 
had  earned  6  per  cent,  excluding  only  the  coat  of  re2)a!r.- 

He  felt  satisfied  it  would  pay  to  lay  a  good  cable.  (It  -  nd  the  gutta  perohn  hnd  it< 
mnined  as  good  as  ever,  but  now  that  the  teredo  had  attacked  it,  the  line  was  gome  inre- 
paraUy ;  it  was  out  of  the  queslioin  to  sttempt  to  repair  it 

He  thought  that  in  a  shallow  sea  with  aa  even  bottom  a  cable  should  be  laid  tight. 

lie  did  not  disagree  with  me  that  50  to  100  fathoms  aught  be  the  best  depth;  but  ar. 
between  Singapore  imi  1  uitavia  where  the  depth  did  not  anywhere  exceed  95  fattkoms,  he 
preferred  laving  the  ciible  along  the  Sumatra  mudbank  in  tnr>  c  fnthoin!?. 

He  BiLid  tLe  tariff  had  been  two  dollars  for  25  words,  and  iLat  every  mad  40  to  50 
mensages  were  sent. 

He  thought  the  best  route  to  Australia  was  from  Madura  (near  Java)  to  "Maemmt, 
(Celebes)  ttenoe  to  TImoir,  snd  m  on  to  the  murtiieni  ooait  of  Anitniliak 


Digitized  by  Google 


UL£CT  COAUtiTTKS  OH  SJJAJ  UfDLA  C0MMUNICAT101t<.  639 


(Translation.)  A^Hcau 

MiiuBtdre  des  Coioniea,  li»  Hayc,  le  20  Aofit  1862. 

Bv  r^prmte  &  voire  lettns  dn  7  de  ee  mois,  que  toiu  avez  adreHse  au  Miuistre  de  la 
MariiK  i'  li  lliOQaeur  de  voua  fairc  part  que  Ic.r  iuformations  sur  Tetat  du  fond  de  la  nier 
entre  le  Cap  Sedano  ei  CoejMUig  out  ^te  detnaiulL-  fmr  luoi  au  Gouveraeor  Q^nenl  dw 
IndM  N^erlandiMses. 

Le  Ministre  de«  Colonies, 
A  MoQdieiu-  F.  Giaborne,  Hoiei  I'aulez.  (sigae)       G,  N,  UkUnbtek. 


ENGINEERS'  REPORT  to  the  Chairman  and  Director?  of  the  An<jlo- Australian  and 
China  Telegraph  Company  ^Limited),  with  reference  to  carrying  out  Telegraphic 
Commttniefttion  betvreeii  lUmgMin  and  Singapore. 

Gentlemen,  6,  Duke-^trcet,  Adelphi,  22  February  1865. 

At  your  meeting,  held  on  the  lf>th  Augaat,  we  received  instrnotions  to  report  upon  the 
question  of  eetabliening  teleffTa[iihic  oommoiucation  between  Bangoon  and  Singmpore}  and 
MpeciaUy  to  take  into  eoiuideraiion  how  far  it  woold  be  advisable  tn  carry  out  this  work, 
or  any  part  of  it,  hy  means  of  land-liiiPs. 

We  have  now  the  honour  to  state,  that  we  have  made  inquiries  and  carefully  cunt'iiiereU 
the  queetiim,  and  have  consulted,  among  others,  the  fi»ilowing  gentlemen,  who  have  all 
mtirh  personal  knowledge  of  the  country  thrmigb  which  the  propoeed  land'Jine  woidd 
pa(>« :  viz. 

Ifr.  Edmund  Blnndell  -   Formerly  Guvenmr  of  the  Straits  Settlements. 
Obtain  Magradl  -   -   -    Bowbay  Artillery,  late  Inspector  af  the  Grovern- 

inciit  Telegraph  Lines  at  Moulmein. 
Captain  R.  Sprye     -   -   Late  of  the  Indian  Army>  and  some  time  Beridant 

ftt  Mowlmein.  &c. 

The  iniormation  we  obtain  from  theui  and  other  sources  is  as  follow<> ; 

That  the  land  Knea  of  die  Indian  Government  have  been  completed  from  Rangoon,  in 
the  direction  of  SuipraiK>re,  to  Moiiltnein.  by  :i  circuitous  route  eill 'f ongo^  and  we  are 
informed  that  thiu  {>urtion  of  the  liuti  wurks^  fairly. 

The  line  is  not  made  between  Moulmein  and  Amherst,  but  we  are  informed  iJiat  die 
Indiau  Government  hnrl  <  <^ntem|>lated  the  construction  of  this  line  some  years  ago,  and 
were  only  prevented  doin^  ,-o  by  the  mutiny. 

From  MotilMK'in  southwanis  to  tlic  cxtri  ino  point  of*  I5rifi-.li  ti'i  ritory,  a  di^itance  of  about 
420  miles,  all  autborit'u  ^  that  we  have  c>>n«ulte<l  prefer  a  line  running  oloi»e  bv  the  ooast 
to  one  in  the  intorinr:  and  we  are  informed  that  there  would  not  he  much  difficulty  in 
Carryinfr  a  line  at'  far  a^  Tavny,  a  distance  of  about  150  statute  miles. 

From  Tavoy  to  the  limit  of  Britinh  territory  the  country  is  much  intersected  by  rivera, 
all  of  which  must  be  oi-ossed  by  the  line  at  or  near  their  mouths,  in  :*ome  cases  probably 
bv  short  submarine  cables.  On  this  portion  of  the  line  it  would  be  impoasible  in  many 
plaoee  to  avoid  the  jungle,  which  enndsts  of  large  forest  trees,  with  a  thick  jofrowth  of 
lUider\^o<>(]. 

There  are  no  roads  over  which  materials  could  be  conveyed,  iiut  all  would  liave  to  be 
earried  by  sea. 

The  natives  are  few  in  number,  and  arc  harmless  and  little  civilised ;  they  are  not 
likely  to  damage  the  line,  aud  rac  reported  a.>  industrious,  and  willin?  to  work  for  from  10 
to  1 5  rupees  per  month. 

The  coast  along  which  this  line  would  have  to  be  carried  and  nuuutained  is  subject* 
during  the  south 'weet  monsoons,  to  oonstaiit  gales  fit>m  May  tilt  November,  but  not  per* 
haps  sufficiently  violent  to  ondauger  the  line.  The  climate  dnrinp  this  period  of  seven 
months  is  excci^sively  wet  and  fiamp,  and  much  lightning  is  experienced  at  its  end  and 
commencement. 

From  latitude  10  degrees  north  to  Singapore  the  country  does  not  oelong  to  England. 
As  far  as  Peuaiig  the  population  is  scanty,  unsettled,  and  uncivilised ;  from  thence  to 
Siiiirapore,  allhou^'li  the  country  is  not  our;!.  Mr.  HhmdcU  states  that  perhaps  tlie  -ai'ety 
of  a  land-line  might  be  more  easily  insured ;  but  he  is  of  opinion  that  a  submarine  lino 
would  be  preferabk. 

The  foregoing  ?tatcmcntp  arc  further  confirmed  bv  the  evidence  of  Captain  Dicey,  of 
the  Indian  Navy,  and  many  persons  acquainted  witd  the  c(uinti-y  whom  we  have  either 
seen  or  conesponded  with. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  land-lines,  in  a  civilised  country  such  as  England,  are  more 
economical  than  submarine  lines,  and  more  readily  repaired ;  hut  in  foreign  countries,  even 
fte  elvili^ed  as  most  part.s  of  India,  we  consider  a  well-constructetl  submarine  rable,  laid 
in  moderate  depths,  more  to  be  depended  upon  for  maintaining  uninterrupted  com- 
munication. 

Their  relative  cost  of  construction  may  be  taken  as  aliont  one  to  three  ;  but  the  main- 
tenance of  the  land-lines  in  such  countries  is  more  costly  than  that  of  a  submarine  Hue, 
and  land-lines  in  the  Malay  peninsnla  would,  without  doubt,  ba  subject  to  much  more 
frequent  intecroptions  than  a  submarine  cable  laid  in  the  a^JMning  sea,  which,  according 
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Ap)i.  No.  «i      ty  the  very  careful  surveys  wluch  have  been  raadc  and  published  by  the  Grovcrnracnt, 

  pMsents  moBt  favourable  conditions. 

A  larf^c  and  i-o^tly  staft'  wntiH  Iic  rrquiml  to  be  kept  up  for  the  Iaii(!-trajismittin« 
Btatiunfl,  ami  for  watcliiug  the  line,  umi  keeping  the  junsfle  ckiiiLtl.    Tlic  llnv  would  be 
KaMe  to  frequent  interruptions  from  tbe  failing  of  trt  cs  and  other  accidental  causes,  and 
from  ligktntng,  vlueh,  atnlcing  the  wirea  at  say  noint,  would  enter  the  «hoit  iengtiis  of 
'mtties  employed  fbr  eroeBnifr  We  nreni,  imd  wouM  destroy  therr  insnlstion.    lis  woridag 
.I'lilfl  also  be  unsatisfjictorv  cluriiiLX  tlio  wi  t  season  of  the  -outli-wcs!  monf^iNin-^,  frnm  (ha 
lam2>nei>tt  of  the  clfmatp.    During  this  jieriiHl  of  isevea  muntlitt  the  ctmnlry  is  much  inun- 
datM  near  tlie  t»ea  coa-r,  and  comraunicatinns  witli  1lle£^lfercnt  stations  and  along  tl»e 
line  could  onlv  lie  iuiperfcctly  maintaiued.    The  greater  part  of  tlir  line  wmild  he  >ituatfrl 
in  an  almost  uiiiuhubit«d  country,  without  roadi;,  aud  with  stationH  of  ncceesity  very  lar 
apart ;  aud  whenever  interruptions  o<-cuned  it  would  take  ftCOluidflldaletiinftfor  ft  VOMdllg 
party  to  diaeover  and  repair  the  break. 
Frmn  the  oflteial  reporte  of  the  Indian  Government,  we  fbd  that,  even  !n  their  b«t 

ilistrlcf,-,  tho  intfrruptloiis  nf  (Iit  lr  Ilnc-^  aro  fri'quriit,  and  of  con.'-idt'raMc  iliirafinn  ;  and 
the  cost  of  their  tuainttiuaiK c  averages,  over  their  whole  system  of  ll,aU<»  miles  of  wires, 
3  /.  10  s.  per  mile  ^r  annmi).  .  >r  five  tunes  Ae  cost  of  maintcnaucc  in  England.  We  find 
that  in  tlie  J*c(^u  cin-h-  it  ^lil!  more  wjftly,  areraging  9/.  iOs.  per  iniTefiir  W0e>  wd 
the  interruptions  arc  al,>t>  more  frequent,  in  about  the  same  proportion. 

From  a  careful  consideration  of  the  whole  question,  we  are  of  opiniou  that  a  land-line 
misht  probably  be  extended  with  advantage,  from  the  present  termmua  of  the  Luban  lines 
■t  Monlmein,  to  Tavor,  a  dratanee  of  abont  1/SO  mites. 

From  thence  to  Sin<,'a]xire  we  consider  that,  in  the  pre?'-nt  i.iv  tftr<^  "tate  of  the 
eoontry,  the  physicial  dithcultics  are  such  that  we  could  not  recommend  a  land-line  over  any 
portion  of  the  route. 

We  estimate  that  the  saving  of  co«t,  if  these  reoommendationii  am  carried  into  effect 
wili  be  about  40,000  /.  ad  compared  wi^  the  aubmarine  route  direct  i'rtmk  liangoon. 

We  arc,  &c. 

(rigned)   ^ri,Iu^CI.r^:    ,  ^.  ]  Engines. 

Fonle  Sf  Fleemvtt^  Jaiktu,}  "h"""^ 

To  the  LKroctors  of  the  Anglo- Australian  and  China 
Tclcgraj^  Company  (Iiinuted), 
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Appendix,  No.  29. 


Iff.  Nowsj. 


PAPERS  laid  befcM*  tka  Conunittee  by  the  Clerk  of  the  C!oiiiimttfl«b 


LSTtXK  addreaaed  to  the  Committee  from  Mr.  Moor. 


To  ike  Committor  of  the  Honourable  the  House  of  Commons  appointed  ti>  Inquire  into  lk» 
TKLEGaA.PUic  aud  Posxal  CoMMUiiiCAriON  betweeu  England  and  Inditu 


Mediterranean  Extcn.'-i>in  Tt'legraph 
Company,  158,  Grt'nham  House, 
Old  Broad-street, 
Ijondoiif  13  June  I8661. 

Gentlemen, 

Undkkstandinc.  tlmt  TSfr.  fj]:i^.-^  in  Ins 
evideoce  belbre  your  Honourable  Committee 
stated,  ''lliat  if  A«ra  was  id  adndnietnitioii 
occupying  only  60  miles  of  line  (meaning  the 
Mediterranean  Extension  Telegraph  Company), 
and  communication  was  wanted  thi-ough  that 
^admioietratiQa  with  the  administiratiou  beprond, 
it  would  involve  the  laet-named  administration  in 
hot  water." 

Further,  "  That  th<>  intermediate  mimiuiatra- 
tion  had  served  its  own  views,  and  had  been  |)ro- 
diii  fiK'  (T  ill  fpfliiig  liefwrcn  his,  Mr.  GlarfdV. 
adniuiifiraliuu  ami  tlit  Itiiiiuu  Government.'^ 

Ae  Chairman  of  the  intermediate  adniniBtcatkii 
alluded  t>i,  viz.,  the  MediteimMBD  Extenfliim 
Telegm|ili  Company,  I  desire,  with  tbdr  per> 
mission,  to  icniovf  fnim  thr  mind  of  the  Com- 
mittee any  prejudice  which  Mr.  Glass  may  have 
nused  against  mv  Company. 

So  <"ai-  OS  I  Icnow,  there  havn  ouly  Ium  ii  two 
cadcs  oi  •*  hot  water,"  as  connected  with  my 
Company,  into  which  Mr.  Glaae  has  fiUleU  witk 
the  Italian  Government. 

I  ^ould  state,  that  the  Mediterranean  Exten- 
sion Telegraph  Conipai.y  was  rornud  in  1857. 
and  that,  except  the  twu  caKis-  i  c«imll  Ut::{ail,  thLj 
Company  has  worked  amicably  witli  the  Italian 
Gorenunent,  and  aU  other  administrationa. 

Fii --t  i' 'asf. — Tliif- ntiisi-  in  18(12,  willi  regard 
to  the  Reiniburi*t?ni«ut  of  Mossu<::rs  ([Mention. 

Tliis  Company  work  n  IK  if  I  the  lU  in  o  treaty, 
but  in  1862  the'  lessees  of  the  Malta  and  Alex- 
andria line,  of  which  Mr.  Glass  then  wa«,  and 
slill  ii^,  the  principal  naaager,  did  not  work 
under  it. 

Under  the  Berne  treaty  reimbursement  is 

grant t'll  for  nu  s^at^es  not  ili  livered,  or  delivered 
too  late,  or  doiivercd  in  an  uaiutelligible  state. 

The  Malta  and  Alexandria  lessees  refused  tu 
grant  leiniinirscincnt.  except  under  some  ro^ula- 
tiont*  ot  tlieir  uwu  lUiikiiiy,  one  of  which  waa, 
tiiat  snell  rcimbursomcnts  should  de[;end  on  their 
Mjiainn  ae  to  the  triviality  or  otherwise  of  the 
claim  for  relttibutsement  * 

Tliiis  refusal,  and  tht  trrouinls  of  it,  gave  di?- 
aati^actiun  to  the  Director  General  at  Turin, 


and  that  oilicial  wrote  to  thii*  Company  on  tlie 
29tb  October  1862  :  All  telegraph  adminirtn^ 
tions  adhere  to  the  principal  already  ;-hoAvn,  Alt 
of  reimbursing  according  to  the  number  of  errors 
and  alterations,  *  without  regard  to  their  im- 
jiortaiH'r,  N;c.  \-e.,'  but  as  the  Alexandria  Direc- 
tion thinks  otherwise,  all  the  dums  pending  frill 
be  setded,  less  the  ]^roportion  due  fran  diit 
Direction. 

"  We  advise,  however,  that  we  shall  pub- 
lish a  notice  to  the  effect  that  from  this  tioM 
forwanl  no  reimbursement  will  he  granted  for 
messages  coming  from  Alexandria,  or  that  route, 
and  that  the  other  !nlnnnistralioii!»  will  be  b- 
vited  to  do  the  same,  as  we  cannot,  nor  will,  add 
tn  the  oompHeations  in  the  aeoountS)  Aat  «( 
rstabliflhing,  examining,  and  discussing  eveiy 
time,  what  errors  arc  trivial  and  what  are  not.'' 

On  the  19th  November  1862,  the  same  official 
wrote  that  Switzerland  adopted  the  Itnliiin  view, 
and  said,  **  banking  the  Malta  administration 
( that  is  the  Meditorranoan  Exten^imi  T.  Ifgmph 
Company)  for  the  ronnnunication  made  (o  w 
relative  to  the  Malta  niul  Al«zsndria  Teieftaph 
A(!niin^^tration^H  refu  ;il  'o  concur  in  reinihurv:-- 
mentti  lor  emirs  uuiiuih  uhI  in  their  ofiice.H,  ami 
which  they  declare  trivial,  wc  beg  to  confirm  oar 
detenuinatioii  not  to  accede,  for  our  part,  to  say 
reimbursements  advanced  by  Alexandria's  fat 
^les,-a]Ll;e^  coniing  from  or  beyond  there.  We 
have  written  to  those  administrations  with  wkkii 
we  are  in  direct  rdation,  to  know  if  they  viB 
adopt  the  same  system,  and  up  till  now  we  }u\t 
received  affirmative  reply  from  the  Swiss  Ad- 
min iptration.  It  is,  therefore,  established  that 
the  Italian  and  Swiss  AdministratiouB  will  oat 
grant  any  reimbursement  for  the  messages  ai 
aliovc." 

Un  the  16th   January  1863,  a  notiiicatioB 
from  the  Italian  Government  reached  tts,  fbt 
France  and  Austria  intended  to  adopt  the 
course  as  Italy  and  Switzerland. 

On  the  2n(l  Alarcli  IHfi.'J,  the  Direcr^r  (lenenl 
telegraphed  that  the  lessees  of  the  Malta  sad 
Alexandria  line  had  then  infbnned  him  of  duk 
willingne:'^  ;u  reimburse  *<w^>f^in£  to  the  lawsof 
the  Berne  treaty. 

This  was  all  they  were  asked  to  do  in  the 
bc^nning,  aud  thus  ceased  the  dispute  iu  the 
first  ca?c,  by  their  withdrawing  their  prt  tcnjsioas. 
The  ^e^ond  ease  rnmniciieod  about  three  week* 

after  the  adjustment  of  the  first  case,  and  amst 
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oat  of  the  questioa  of  duplicate  mesaages.  la 
tbis  case  also,  the  leaaeeB  of  the  Mdta  and 
Alexandria  line  refused  to  be  goremed  bj  the 

Berne  trruly. 

On  liK-  ILitli  Murcii  l8d;i,  the  Superintendent 
of  the  Malta  and  Alexandria  line  sent  a  mcmn- 
nindum  to  our  Superintendent  at  Malta,  of  which 
the  following  is  an  extract : 

'*  No*.  3,200  and  fl23  have  been  received  from 
yon  in  duplicate:  the  .-r;  inrl  cuiiit  .<  having  been 
trautunitted  to  Alexandria,  I  have  to  inform  you 
that  we  cannot  cancel  them  as  reqneeted,  and 
they  will  be  charged  to  you  as  frei^h  mcs^^ges.** 

Our  Suf>erintendent  telc^rnphed  this  infiimui« 
tiou  u>  the  Director  General  at  Turin. 

No  action  however  wm  taken  on  this,  and 
matters  remained  quiet  imdi  the  10th  December 
186S»  when  the  lessees  of  the  Malta  and  Alex- 
andria line  wrote  t<»  our  company  .-ayinif,  that  in 
tteitliug  accounts  for  the  June  ((uarter,  they,  the 
lessees,  are  asked  to  \v  rit('  oil'  a  small  sum  for 
duplicate  mc?;<iage!^.  lliat  tin  y  are  willing  to  give 
up  the  auKiuiu  iu  que^^uuu,  but  tbat  in  future, 
they  should  require  payment  for  all  mensages, 
duplicate  or  otherwise ;  and  they  conclude  with 
saying,  "  We  neither  recognise  nor  approve  of 
the  Italian  practis^e  nf  si'iidiiig  iln|)licalt' messages 
without  charge,  and  wc  think  it  is  a  great  pity 
that  your  company  does  not  take  atepe  to  bnnj^ 
about  its  discontinuance."  This  was  communi- 
cated to  the  Director  General.  Some  communi- 
cations then  took  place  direct,  between  that 
official  and  the  lessees  of  the  Malta  and  Alex- 
andria Une,  which  reeulted  in  a  letter  from  hun 
to  the  ]  II.  dat(  (I  22nd  Maidi  1864,  n  copy  of  which 
was  sent  to  ue>. 

from  this  letter  it  appears  that  the  lessees 
must  have  withdrawn  their  refusal  tr>  ranccl 
duplicate  mcbcsagea  upon  the  condition  that  tlie 
words  *'  par  ampliation"  ahonid  appear  on  such 
dapUcates. 

The  Director  Gtoneral  In  1Mb  letter  states  his 

belief  that  mi:^nTi'lcrstandini;,s  liavc  arisen  frnm 
the  inexact  manner  iu  which  the  lessees'  inten- 
tioDB  had  beim  made  known  to  him  1^  onr  com- 
pnny,  and  snsgests  a  direct  oorreiipoiidience  be- 
tween himsel?  and  them. 

To  tills  .■^u'.'-^cstion  our  coinpanv  could  not 
objtict,  and  at  once  signified  to  the  lessees  their 
intention  to  disvontaane  the  direct  correspondence 
on  behalf  of  the  leweea  witii  the  Italian  govem- 
meut. 

tDie  direct  oorresfKindence  was  carried  on  for 
some  moathiy  when  the  Director  Gencnral  re- 
quested that  the  old  system  should  be  renewed, 
ail  1  tlii<  company  not  wishing  to  throw  any  tlifli- 
culticti  iu  the  way,  upon  such  request,  again  took 
on  themselves  the  trouble  of  the  correspondence^ 
mA  have  continnad  it  up  to  the  praenttiaM. 


1  am  informed  that  Mr.  GUmm  also  stated  that  App.N».  33. 
our  conipoiiy  reftised  any  amaJganatiou  witii  hie 

administration.     The  question  of  twalgMMAiiw 

arose  iu  this  mauucr : 

In  June  last  year  it  was  suggested  by  Mr. 
Glas«,  and  with  a  slight  variation  as  to  the  t-^rms 
of  payment  ajrreed  to  by  this  company,  that  a 
(hil>li(  atc  calih  ,  ;it  the  joint  cost  J)f  this  compi^ny, 
and  Mr.  Glass's  company,  should  be  laid  between 
Malta  and  Sicily. 

This  project  was,  however.  ai)andoneil  by  Mr. 
Glass,  who  proposed  amalgamation  between  the 
two  companies,  and  which  amalgamation  waa  to 
the  following  eifect : 

That  n  new  coniimny  should  be  formed  which 
should  comprise  the  'ciliti  rnin<  an  Kxtensloa 
Telegraph  Company  and  the  general  public. 

That  the  capital  of  ihe  new  comiiany  should 
consist.  First,  of  our  preferential  capital  of 
;i2,(K)o/.  to  be  taken  at  par,  and  our  original 
caoital  of  120,()00/.,  to  be  valued  at  60,000 i 
That  the  whole  shotdd  be  paid  in  shares  of  tfie 
new  oompanv  at  par,  aim  that  thereapon  onr 
cables  should  become  the  property  of  we  new 
com[>any. 

Secondly.  That  a  sum  to  be  named  on  a  future 
day,  should  include  the  co^tof  a  second  cable  irom 
Alexnii  ]ri;.  to  Sicily,  and  the  repair  of  oar  coble' 

from  MiUia  to  Sicily. 

Thirdly,  Thai  a  lurtJiei  ^um,  likewise  uudu- 
fined,  but  to  be  named  on  a  future  day  as  the 
value  of  the  lease  firom  the  Government  to  Mr. 
Glass  and  hie  partners,  of  the  Malta  and  Alezan- 
dri  :  calilc.  nhoidd  bc  paid  to  the  Tolegra|)h  ( 'on- 
otnictiou  and  Maintenance  Company,  to  whom 
Mr.  Glafis  and  his  partners  had  sold  and  aawgned 
such  lease. 

Fourthly.  That  there  should  be  a  maivin  for 
continf;eneie>.  and  tJiat  the  direction  of  ttie  new 
company  should  he  (onncd  out  of  the  Telegraph 
Construction  and  Maiuteuance  Company,  and  the 
Mediterranean  Ezteimlon  Telegraph  Company. 
The  workin<r  staf^"  tn  bc  unialgainatc<l.  ana  the 
officers  and  stall  of  the  Mediterranean  Extenmoa 
TeLflgra^  Company  to  be  provided  for. 

This  is  believed  to  be  strictly  what  .Mr.  Glaaa 
proposed,  but  as  he  did  not  submit  thia  or  any 
other  proposal  in  writing,  there  may  be  aome 
error. 


/ 


The  terms  of  this  amalgamation  v.  1  r  declined, 
becaucc  the  Directors  of  the  Mediterranean  Ex- 
tension Telegraph  Company  considered  the 
Hchoinc  impracticable,  and  not  in  the  intereato^of 
tite  sliareholders  to  accept. 

I  have,  &C. 
(signed)      Menrt/  Moor, 

Chairman. 


0.4S. 
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▲ppmmx  TO  HRPORT  »wm  ram 


Memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  Manufacturen  of  Gktagme* 


Unto  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Stanley  of  Alderley,  Her  Majeety's  Postmaater  General 

The  Memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  Maout'acturers  of  Gia«gow,  Incorporated  by  Hojal 

Charter. 


Heapectfully  ehoweth, 
That  the  mimioriaHst«,  represent iug  the  taer- 

cantilc  ooTiiiuiinity  f  t"  < ita-^nw .  arc  i!c(.'|it\  inte- 
rested in  the  pos'tal  service  belwccu  lircut  iirilaiu 
and  India,  and,  having  bad  the  subject  under 
their  coiuuderation,  desire  to  gubniit  to  your 
Ixjrflship  rcjisons*  wbieii  ajipear  to  them  tf)  render 
hij^hly  exjK'dient,  if  nut  now  nbMjlutcly  necc<- 
saryi  the  substitution  of  a  weekly  mail  to  iuid 
from  Calcuttai,  vid  Bombay,  for  the  existing  iimuI 
an*nii<renieut:^. 

i'uur  iiienionalii'ts  (I(  i«irc  to  draw  your  Lord- 
ahip'a  attention  t*)  the  fact  that,  although  there  is 
nominally  postal  senriee  to  Calcutta  four  time:*  a 
month,  twice  rid  Point  de  Galle,  and  txnco  m6 

Bombay,  tliut  in  «-on,-('(jiience  of  the  niriliiicf 
rendered  liy  rniiway  couimuuiciition  iu  India, 
letteris  dibpateiied  hy  mail,  leaving  London  on 
the  10th  iimI  I'^tli  vi  the  montli  vid  Point  de 
Ciallt,  aru  tlelivvicd  iu  Calcutta  ou  or  i:bout  Ute 
same  day  a.«  leltcrg  leuviog  London  one  week 
later,  and  .-^cnt  vid  Bombay ;  and  vice  vend,  iettera 
leaving  Calcutta  vid  Galley  take  a  week  longer  !n 
transit  than  tho.*c  via  lionibay ;  thi  icfiu  L.  there 
are  i>ra<;tically  only  two  maib  from  Bcn^l  U> 
Knginnd  |)er  month.  In  point  of  fact,  VMBomt' 
hay  i;<nv  tI)o  s] h  i  ilic-t  and  mij-f  direct  n»ut« 
fnuii  IJeugal  ta  Iliii^rlaud  ;  and  your  memorialitcts 
would  ni'^pectfuily  urge  upon  Her  Majesty's 
Uovemmeat  tiie  importance  of  supplementing 


the  present  service  hy  another  weekly  nuuiitt 
Bombay. 

Y'our  HUMnorlalicts  also  de^^ire  tt>  <  iH  alTntioa 
to  tho  speed  of  the  tranainission  of  the  mail  which, 
on  compaiiwn  with  other  .«>ervireK,  they  arsHli»- 
fied  might  be  greatly  accelerated. 

Your  memorialists  alao  take  the  liberty  to  sa9> 
gept,  that  an  imj>ortant  benefit  to  the  trade  with 
India  would  result  in  the  dispatch  of  tbe  niaib 
on  a  fixed  day  of  every  week  from  London,  ii^ 
stead  of,  as  at  present,  on  oertmn  days  of  fls 
mouth. 

Your  memorialists  beUei'e  that  no  loss  would 
accrue  to  Government  from  such  an  arrangement; 
but  tf  it  should  be  necewarv  to  charge  any  aA&> 

tional  rate  01  ii<>!rt;(<fe  to  '■r''ru\  the  txira  expcnue, 
ti)e  ativantap^u  to  the  couimimlty  would  be  to 
grent  that  they  have  no  doubt  it  would  cheerMly 

be  paid. 

For  the  reai*<)nt<  now  stated,  the  memoriulists 
rc8peetlnlly  ask  ymir  Lord^hi]*  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  whole  subject  of  postal  cwmmim^ 
cation  with  India,  with  a  view  to  the  estabfiik 
meat  of  a  weekly  mail  to  Calcutta  vid  Bombay. 

And  your  Memorialists  will  ever  pray. 

(^ned)      i/sAfi  Ramsai/. 

Vice  President. 
J,  S.  Fkmng, 

Secretaij. 
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8ELSCT  COMMITTCS  OH  BAAT  IITDU  OOKKUirfOATIONS. 


Appendix,  No.  24. 


PAP£B  hftnded  iu  hy  Mt.  IJowdl,  17  Jvlj  186ft.  '  App.  Va. 


CONTRACT.  <IntP(l  17  "N'oveiuher  18G.5,  between  the  PosT  Office  and  th* 
lr'£MM8ULAU  ASlt  OkLBNTAI.  STEAM  ^AVIGAXION  COMFAMT. 


AUSTEALIAN  MaILs. 

Abtiolbs  of  Aobbebcext  made  this  Seventeenth  day  of  November  One  tliousaud 
Eight  hundred  and  Sixty-five  between  the  Right  Ilonoarablo  Edward  Juliu  Lurd 
Stanley  of  Alderlcy,  Her  .Majesty's  Postmaatcr  General  for  tlio  time  being  of  the 
one  put  aad  the  Pyinmilar  and  Oncutal  Steam  Navigation  Company  of  the  other 
port. 

Witness  that  the  Company  for  tlieuuelveii  and  tiieir  buccetitiorB  hereby  covenant  with 
the  Pofltnueter  General  his  executors  adnunutrators  ducce^s^irs  and  assigns  Her  Migestjr** 
Fostmadtcr  General  for  the  time  !>.  inir  in  manner  following  (that  i^  to  nay) 

1.  That  the  Company  will  at  all  times  during  the  contnuiatiee  of  this  Agreement  or  eo  OnapMnj  tv ]Me> 
long  at*  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  services  hereby  agreed  U>  be  performed  ought  to  be 

penornied  in  purraancc  thereof  {WOTide  keej)  aeaworthy  and  in  complete  repair  and  read-  JJJJSm'pSit  d» 
luasBfor  the  pnipoaeof  ooiiTeying  as  hcroiuafter  provided  all  Her  -MiyeatT's  mails  (in  GaB»  and  Sydney 
which  term     Maih "  all  boxes  bu^s  or  packets  of  letters  newspapers  hooks  or  printed  «tf  King  G«otB»'a 
j)aj)OTri  lunl  al!  utluT  artlclcr^  transmisiiible  by  the  Posi  without  rei^anl  eltlier  tn  tlie  place  Soond imd  Mel" 
to  which  they  may  be  udiln  -sed  or  to  that  la  which  tliey  may  have  originated  and  all 
empty  bags  empty  boxe-s  and  nther  stores  and  article-^  u.-ed  or  to  be  used  ra  carrying  on 
the  Fust  Office  .-ervii-e  whieli  sliall  be  .-^eiit  bv  t)r  to  or  from  the  Post  Offiee  are  ai^rccd  to  be 
eomprehcudcdj  wliiidi  ahull  al  auy  liiiic  aud  IVom  time  to  time  by  the  i'oatwa.stcr  General 
or  anj'  of  his  Officer;*  or  Agenta  be  required  to  he  conveyed  as  hereinafter  provided  between 
Point  de  Galle  in  Ceylon  and  Sydney  in  New  South  Wales  vid  King  George'e  jsound 
and  Helboorae  a  sufficient  anmber  of  good  sabstantial  aad  effioieat  sleani  '««SB«b  of 
adequate  power  and  soj^iUed  with  first  nte  appvopriate  steam  engiiiea. 

2.  Thai  tin    ,       M  ill  be  einjjloyod  under  this  a^n-.  l  uient  shall  be  always  furnished  Vessels  to  W 
witii  all  necc.'<sar\  aud  proper  machinery  engines  ap|)arcl  fumiturc  storei*  tackle  boatn  equipjM d  and 
fuel  lamps  oil  tallow  ]»rovi»ion!»  anchors  oabMS  £re  pumjM  and  other  proper  means  for       ^g''"'^ '"i}*' 
extinguishing  fire  lightning  conductors  ohartjs  chi-onomotcrs  nautical  instrument"  nnd 
whatsiocvcr  else  may  be  requisite  for  equipping  the  said  vessels  and  rendering  them  <  on- 

stantly  efficient  for  the  serviei;  h(_Tel>y  a^rreed  t*i  be  j^jei  fbruied  ami  ab-o  manned  and  jtro- 

vided  with  competent  officers  with  appropriate  certihcate«  granted  puraiuant  to  the  Act  or 

Acts  of  Parliament  in  fone  for  die  time  being  relative  to  ihe  mmting  certificates  to 

ollicors  in  the  merchant  service  and  vrith  a  euffielcnt  number  of  efficient  engineer-  and  a 

surtieient  crcw  of  able  seamen  and  other  men  to  be  in  all  respect**  as  to  veaoeJn  eugines 

e^iiiimu  nta  officers  engineers  and  crew  subject  in  the  first  instance  and  from  time  to  time 

and  at  all  times  afterwards  to  the  approval  of  the  Postmaster  General  or  of  such  other 

jKjrson  or  persons  oa  he  shall  at  any  time  or  times  or  from  time  to  time  aatliorise  to  inspect 

and  examine  the  same  and  the  Company  shall  'if  reinilr*  il  by  the  Postmaster  General) 

submit  the  desu;a»  yluaa  and  sectioos  of  every  vested  intended  to  be  employed  in  the  Dengn*  to  be  lob- 

performanoo  oT this  Agreomest  to  tibe  Postmaster  General  and  be  bound  to  adopt  such  nltt^  to  dw 

fittings  and  scantlings  as  he  or  the  Lords  C<iiiinii>i.sii>ners  for  executing  the  office  of  Adsural^f, 

Lord  High  Admiral  of  the  United  Kingdom  ui°  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  shaii 

consider  suitable  and  requisite  and  no  tmssi  shall  be  employed  under  this  Agnemont 

until  it  and  its  BMwh'*ifl*y  shall  hava  basn  pranoosl/  tried  under  weigh  and  finalij  approred 

as  aforesaid. 

0.43.  49  2  3.  That 
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646  APPENIUX  TO  RKl'OUT   FROM  THE 


App.Kih34«         3.  Thiit  one  of  8uch  vcsBcls  ko  approved  equipped  and  miuincd  as  aforc^riid  «!lmH  on  such 
-—  days  and  at  tueh  hours  oh  shall  be  fixed  by  the  l'ostrui«>ici  CiciiLi  ii  u),i  ;i  vr  before  the 

wftlartiiig.  day  hereinafter  appoints  1  tor  th(>  coituncnecmcnt  of  this  agreeuicnl  (uuril  and  unle^ct  any 
Other  days  or  boars  ahall  uudcr  the  proviso  herein  in  that  behalf  cout4uue<l  be  substituted 
instead  thereof)  and  immediately  after  the  mails  are  embarked  put  to  eea  fmm  the  ports  of 
Point  dr  Hallr  :im\  Sydney  and  the  Conijiany  ahall  eonveyin  8Up1i  vt  1-  t  i  ami  '''•in;  uid 
cause  to  be  delivered  and  received  at  duch  of  the  ports  or  places  )iciejiiberure  meutiinicii 
all  such  Mails  as  shall  or  may  be  tendered  ur  delivered  to  or  received  by  tlie  Compmn'  <»- 
any  of  their  agents  officers  or  servants  by  or  from  the  PoslnuMler  General  or  any  of  his 
ollicers  or  agentj<. 

Po(itni«4rter-  4.  That  should  it  be  deemed  by  the  Postmaster  General  his  offi<'crs  or  agents  requL-^itt 

Gfii'ira)  ir,fly  f!el«y  lor  the  }iublic  st-rvke  that  any  v<'H:^rl  t(i  \)c  ciiiplovod  uihIlt  tliis  Agreement  pliould  at  any 
■tarting  lor  24  times  delay  her  departure  from  any  port  from  which  the  Mails  are  to  be  ooih 

veyed  under  ibis  Agreement  beyond  the  period  appointed  for  her  deitarture  therefrom 
the  Postmaster  (leueral  his  officers  or  a;i;i  iit;»  shall  liave  jiowcT  to  ordrr  siu  li  de!a\  fn  .i 
however  exceeding  24  hours)  by  letter  addressed  by  him  or  them  to  the  master  of  any  such 
vessel  or  peraon  acting  as  such  Mad  which  shall  be  deemed  a  saffioient  authority  for  sach 
detention. 


t  5.  That  the  Company  shall  convey  the  said  MaiU  from  Point  de  Galle  vid  Kiug 

George's  Sound  and  Melbourne  to  Sydney  in  516  hours  and  from  Sydney  vid  Melbourne 
and  Kino;  Gcorpc".^  S<nin(l  to  Point  de  (lalle  in  f)Ci-i  hour.-*  which  several  periods  (>i  316 
hours  and  564  hours  respectively  are  exclusive  of  stoppages  for  the  purpose  of  the  delivery 
and  reception  of  Mails  the  duration  of  which  will  be  from  time  to  time  fixed  by  the  Pos^ 
mnptrr  General  And  it  is  hereby  agreed  that  if  the  Ci)nij)any  shall  fail  to  deliver  the 
said  Mails  at  Sydney  from  Point  de  Galle  in  516  hours  or  at  i-'ointde  Galle  from  Sydney 
in  $64  hours  then  or  in  either  of  such  cases  and  so  often  as  like  same  shall  happen  the 
f^oahf  tedU^.   Company  sliall  forfeit  and  pa^  to  Her  Majesty  her  heirs  $aA  mMcewHRs  the  sum  of  200/. 

for  every  complete  period  or  24  hours  consumed  on  the  respective  voyages  beyond  the 

perkKln  hereinbefore  respectuel}  sjieeificd  Provided  always  th-it  tlie  fun  amount  of 
such  sums  jmyabie  on  any  one  voj  age  shall  never  exceed  the  portion  of  the  sum  of  the 
subsidy  hereinafter  agreed  lo  be  paid  by  the  Postmaster  General  as  applicable  to  euch 
voyage  and  provided  further  that  the  payment  of  any  such  sum  shall  not  he  enforced 
against  the  Company  if  it  be  shown  by  them  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Postmaster  General 
^t  the  delay  has  arisra  from  causes  over  which  Ihey  had  not  and  could  not  have  had 
any  cookoL 

* tisse  C>.  And  the  Postmapter  General  doth  hereby  eovcnant  to  psy  to  the  Company  a  pre- 
mium of  50  L  for  every  complete  period  of  24  hours  by  which  the  time  occupied  in  any 
voyage  from  Point  de  Galle  to  Sydney  shall  be  less  than  516  hours. 

Postraastcr  Qemml  7.  ^at  if  at  any  time  or  times  the  Postmaster  Oeneral  diall  desire  to  alter  the  par* 
asy  alter  tuMS of  tieular  days  times  or  hours  of  depnrturc  from  and  arrival  at  any  of  the  ports  or  places  tn 
"SJjjj^*"*         or  firom  wnich  Her  Majesty's  mails  are  to  be  conveyed  under  this  agreement  he  shall  be 

at  liberty  so  to  do  on  giving  three  calendar  months' previous  notiee  in  writing  of  audh  bis 

desire  to  the  Company  at  their  offices  in  London.[ 


Andm^msiM  8.  That  if  at  any  time  w  times  (he  Poatmaater  GenenaL  «hall  desire  otherwise  to  modify 
esrtata  aaodiiesp     the  services  hereby  agreed  to  be  performed  (as  for  example  to  increase  or  decrease  the 

^  stgyisss  frequenev  of  the  eonveyance  of  Mails  between  any  of  the  portr^  or  jdaees  to  or  from  whleh 
such  Mails  ai^  to  be  conveyed  under  (lii£>  Agreement)  or  to  extend  the  convcyauce  of 
sndk  Mails  to  any  other  ports  or  piaeee  not  specified  in  this  Agreement  or  to  discontinue 
the  conveyance  of  Mails  to  any  port  lie  .-^hall  be  af  liberty  so  to  do  on  i(ivinLC  reasonable 
notice  to  the  Company  and  on  pay  ing  to  them  for  such  increased  or  extended  service^ 
such  further  consiaeimoD  and  in  the  event  of  the  services  hereby  agrce<I  to  he  performed 
being  reduced  on  his  paying  to  them  such  reduced  consideration  as  hereinafter  provided 
or  in  any  ease  not  herdnsiter  provided  as  may  be  mntoally  agreed  upon  between  the 
Company  and  the  Postmaster  General  cr  failing  svch  mutual  agreouent  by  ailntration  in 
the  manner  herciuafter  provided. 

Suoii  attmtioM  to  ^-  ^^^^  the  {Murticular  days  times  and  hours  of  departure  from  iind  arrival  at  any  nueii 
hebtaitfbif  snths  ports  or  places  or  other  services  if  any  which  may  be  appointed  by  any  such  alteration 
Coapaay,  under  the  two  preceding  clauses  shall  for  the  time  being  be  deemed  to  be  the  days  timci> 

and  hours  of  departure  and  arrival  of  mails  and  other  services  under  this  Agreement  and 

shall  be  obaerved  and  kept  by  the  Company  acootdingly. 

('cDoIlio for  failiog  I*'-  That  if  the  Company  fail  to  provide  an  effieient  ve^^el  at  Point  dc  Galle  or  Syilni  \ 
to(jrQvid«  *esa«b.    in  accordance  with  the  terms  (Kf  this  Agreement  ready  to  put  to  sea  on  and  at  the 

Siointed  day  and  hour  then  and  eo  <tflen  as  tiie  same  shall  happen  the  Company  shaii 
brfeit  and  pay  nnto  Her  Majesty  her  heirs  and  Ruccessors  the  sum  of  500/.  and  ai^o  the 
further  sum  of  100  L  for  every  successive  24  hours  which  shall  elapse  until  such  vessel 
aetually  proceeds  to  sea  on  her  voyage  in  the  performanee  of  this  Agreement  Provided 
always  that  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  penalties  to  be  veeovenUe  under  this  clanee  ill 
respect  of  any  one  voyage  or  contemplated  voyage  shall  not  esceed  by  more  tiian  the  nun 
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of  2,000 /.  the  jjortion  of  the  tfubnidy  hereinafter  agreed    <>  ?i(   paid  by  t\io  Poptmiister       App.  No.  24. 

Gf  neral  na  a]>])licablu  to  such  voyage  such  portion  being  in  uli  cased  iu  proportion  to  the   

miieHge  of  thf  voyage  or  contemplated  voyage  in  renpect  of  which  raeh  penaltieit  may  liave 
Ix'cn  inrurrcd. 

11.  That  the  Company  !<hall  r.  ccivc  and  allow  to  remain  on  boanl  each  of  the  venela 
M  tn  be  and  while  enn>!oye(l  in  tho  jjerforraance  of  this  Apreement  and  also  while  re- 

mainiii--  :U  any  port  or  iiiai-  '  tn  or  from  whifh  m  iM-  .tt  '1  lir  r  >i)veycd  unclor  this  Airrro-  Cnnpauv  to  rcc-civ* 

ment  and  with  or  witliout  mails  in  charge  an  othcer  in  Her  Majewty'n  Navy  lo  lie  a  NavarOffic«r  and 

appointed  by  the  Postmaster  General  to  tMCe  charge  of  the  said  mails  and  also  a  servant  servant «  eaeh 

01  the  . -mid  officer  (if  rcqnireil)  and  that  every  such  officer  shall  be  recognized  anil  con-  '*'*®^ 

mdere<l  by  the  Company  their  officerB  agents  anti  pcamen       the  agent  of  the  Postmaster 

Gciu  ral  in  charge  of  inuilH  and  an  having  full  authority  in  all  ca^es  to  require  a  due  and 

strict  perfonnance  of  tim  Agreement  on  the  port  of  the  Company  tlieir  officer!<  cervante 

and  agents  aid  to  determine  so  far  a«  relates  to  the  levying  of  penalties  every  question  Dittiw«r«flteer. 

wlunever  arising  rolufive  to  prfiCPodiiiL''  to       nr  ])u1tiii<:r  inti*  harlimir  or  the  necessity  of 

stop|>ing  to  aasirit  any  vessel  in  (liKtn  ^s  or  to  t^ave  immau  life  and  that  the  dectsiuu  of  tiuch 

officer  as  aforeeud  adall  in  every  siu  li  cai>e  be  final  and  binding  on  the  Corapany  unless 

the  Postmaster  General  <m  appeal  by  the  Companj'  thinks  proper  to  fecide  othcrwi^^e  : 

Provided  however  that  the  words  "  to  deternune  every  qneation  "  shall  not  confer  upon 

meh  officer  the  power  of  control  over  the  cammander  of  the  vewel  oonveytog  the  sud 

nuiih. 

12.  That  if  the  PoBtroastcr  (.Teneral  at  any  time  or  times  think  tit  be  ttball  be  at  liberty  Poctmaater  Gwuial 
to  anbdtitate  iWrsach  naval  officer  and  his  servant  a  civil  officer  in  th«  service  of  the  nwr  snbstitnte  a 
Postmaster  (Trncrnl  to  have  charge  of  tlie  said  Illuil^  and  tlicrcupon  any  stich  Ir\s{  mon-        j**  *  naval 
tioned  officer  anti  his  assistant  (if  required)  shall  be  received  and  bu  ullowetl  to  remain  un 
boanl  each  of  the  said  vei>^ei8  as  hereinbefore  provided  with  respect  to  any  such  naval 
oliicer  and  his  servant  but  when  any  civil  officer  in  the  awice  of  the  Post  Uffice  shall  be 
in  charge  «f  the  t$iA  maSi*  hia  dntiea  aludl  be  coaflnadto  ibe  Post  Office  hnriiicas. 

13.  That  a  suitable  firstrdass  eabin  with  appropriate  bed  bedding  and  furniture  shall  at 

the  cost  of  the  Company  lie  [)i-o\  idL<l  and  appropriated  by  them  for  the  exclusive  use  and 
accommodation  of  every  such  naval  or  civil  officer  and  also  (to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Postniaiitcr  General)  a  proper  and  convenient  i  of  deposit  on  board  with  secure  lock 
and  key  for  the  mails  and  that  every  ot  the  wiid  officers  shall  be  virtuallcd  by  flu  Com- 
pany aa  a  chief  cabin  passenger  without  any  charge  either  for  his  i>a.ssiigc  or  victiialliag 
and  that  should  any  sucli  naval  otficci  i  t  fj aire  a  servant  or  should  any  ,hu<  !i  civil  officer 
require  an  asMiitJUit  such  8er>'ant  or  asaietuuc  shall  also  be  provided  with  a  proper  and 
suitable  berth  and  be  duly  victualled  by  and  at  the  cost  of  the  C(>m]»any  as  a  fore-cabin 
paaienger  without  any  cbiogc  bdng  mae  for  die  same. 

14.  That  tho  CotrijiiiTiy  shall  provide  on  board  rarb  of  tho  vessels  to  bp  p:np!oycd  AIss  Ibir SBrttag 
under  this  Agreement  all  necessary  and  suitable  accotiiuHMlufion  to  the  satisfaf.  liun  ul  the 
Postmaster  General  for  the  purpose  of  sorting  and  making  up  the  mails  thereby  conveyed 
and  on  being  required  by  the  Poetmaater  Qeneral  so  to  do  shall  erect  ua  each  of  saati 
vessels  a  separate  and  convenient  room  the  actual  cost  of  erecting  fuch  sorting-room  and 
of  providing  all  such  furniture  lumps  and  otlirr  convcnifn'-ies  n-  may  he  neces-^niy  or 
convenient  for  the  purpose  of  sorting  and  making  up  such  mails  bciug  paid  for  by  the 
Postmaster  Genend but  such  furniture  hunpe  and  other  uonventences  being  cleansed  and 
kept  in  repur  and  the  oU  for  llie  lamps  supplied  by  the  servants  and  at  the  coat  of  the 
Company. 

15.  That  at  each  port  or  place  where  ihc  £>iud  inaild  are  to  be  tleliveml  and  received  the 

officer  having  chaige  of  mails  shall  whenever  and  aa  often  as  by  iiini  shall  be  deemed   

practicable  or  necessary  be  conveyed  on  ahore  and  also  from  the  ahore  to  the  vessel  em-  JeXoieJ" 
ployed  for  the  time  being  in  the  perfbrmauce  of  this  Agreement  together  with  or  (if  such 
officer  shall  consider  it  reciuisitc  for  the  purposes  of  this  Agreement  flO  tO  do)  without 
mfflila  in  A  suitable  and  seaworthy  boat  of  not  letis  than  four  oars  to  be  furnished  with 
dfecttud  covering  for  the  mails  aiid  properly  provided  manned  aud  equipped  by  the  Com- 
pany and  that  the  directions  of  such  otHeer  shall  in  all  cases  be  obeyed  as  to  the  mode  time 
and  place  of  reeeiviug  and  delivering  such  mails. 

16.  That  it  the  Postmaster  General  during  the  contitttiancc  of  tills  Agreemwjt  think  fit 
to  entrust  the  charge  «ik1  custody  of  tlic  nmils  to  the  mastoi-  ttr  eonuiKuider  of  the  vesscda 
to  be  em^oyed  for  the  time  being  in  the  performance  of  this  Agroeun  iit  find  in  all  cases  ^^STol  mSk 
where  the  officer  or  other  perflon  apponited  to  have  diarge  of  the  mails  shall  be  abseut  the 
muster  or  connnaudcr  of  such  vesso!  tmll  (wifhout  any  charge  otlnn  than  th.at  herein  pro- 
vided to  be  paid  to  the  Company )  take  due  care  of  aud  tlii;  Coaipau  v  shall  be  responsible 
for  the  recNpt  safe  cu8t*>dy  and  delivery  of  the  said  mails  and  each  of  such  masters  or 
commanders  shall  make  the  usual  oath  or  declaration  or  declarations  required  orwhichmay 
hereafter  be  required  by  the  Postmaster  General  in  such  and  sinnlar  eases  and  tumisli 
such  ioumals  returns  and  information  to  and  perform  suc  li  services  a-  the  Postmaster 
General  or  his  agents  may  reqoirc  And  everv  such  master  or  commander  or  officer  duly 
outhoriscd  by  Unk  having  the  charge  of  muls  flhall  Mmself  immedietely  on  the  arrival  ai 
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anv  of  the  .M  port*  or  place  .<  <<f  :uiy  Mich  vp«/!el  «ldivcr  all  mulls  foi-  .-.iicli  jKirt  or  pli^e 
into  the  h mil-  of  the  Vostmu.-'tor  or  »>thor  jjcrson  at  such  port  or  place  at  thp  Postma.-!ter 
Oeaeni!  .-hnil  authorize  to  receive  the  aanie  receiviog  in  like  manner  all  the  return 
or  other  mails  to  l>c  forwarded  in  due  course  and  that  che  crew  of  each  of  the  f«aid 
vet^elh  rc8])cctivcly  ithail  aiii^i^t  ia  convejing  the  maiU  betwecu  tUu  nuil-roum  and 
the  sorting  room  to  be  erected  (if  required)  ia  each  of  the  said  veMek  ee  hereinbeftiie 
mentioned. 

17.  That  the  Compauy  shallu  n  nor  j^hall  any  of  the  masters  of  any  of  the  %i;sj*ijlt>  ^ 
jdoyed  «)r  to  be  employed  under  this  Agreement  receive  or  permit  to  be  received  00  hoard 
Mjr  of  the  of  TCflseb  employed  under  thid  Agreement  any  lottexe  for  conveyance  other  titan 
tiiose  duly  in  rharpre  of  the  said  naval  officer  or  other  person  authoiued  to  hare  charge  of 

the  said  raaiU  <  r  which  are  or  im\  lie  .n  ivili -j;i  (l  hy  luw  nor  any  uiaild  for  conveyance  on 
behalf  of  any  colony  or  foreifrn  couiiu  y  without  the  connent  of  the  ro^tmaeter  General 
And  the  eud  naval  oflicer  or  other  iienson  shall  report  to  the  Po^tniaater  Geucralany  default 
iti  tho'^o  rr^rrt :    And  in  c;ise  of  any  »uch  default  rttdp6i:tively  the  Company  ahaii  be  liable 

to  be  proc<  e(le<i  ugaiust  for  u  i>rcach  of  thi»  Agreement. 

18.  That  the  Po-stnuister  General  shall  have  full  power  whenever  and  as  uftcri  ns^  he 
may  deem  it  requisite  tj»  survey  hv  any  of  hi.-^  officen*  or  a<»ents  all  or  any  of  the  vessel* 
mnployed  and  to  be  employed  in  tiie  performance  of  tim  .tij;;recinent  and  the  hulk  thereof 
and  the  en^nes  machinery  fumitttre  tackle  apparel  stores  e(|nipment«  and  the  officen 
eTitrinci/t'-=  i/rfu-  iif  r\ i';-y  sii."K  vessel  :vi.\  .in\'  'i  fiTf  ■(•■lii  .  1  n  ,  may  be  di^i- 
crovt'iwi  on  any  f^iicii  survey  shall  be  forthivith  repaired  "i  feujjpiieil  l>y  the  Compauy 
And  that  for  the  jnirposes  aforesaid  the  aaid  ve:<>i-l:«  shall  (if  necetii«ary)  he  opened  in  their 
hulU  whenever  the  said  officer;*  may  require  And  if  any  of  such  vesisel*  or  any  part 
thereof  or  any  enpinet*  ni.i<  hinery  iurnitare  tackle  apparel  boattt  storee  or  equipments 
shall  on  any  such  survey  he  declared  by  any  of  such  ofticevs  or  agents  unecaworthy  or 
not  adapted  to  the  service  hereby  a^eed  to  be  pertormcd  every  veasei  which  ebali  be 
di»Approved  of  or  in  which  such  defieienc}'  or  defiwt  abal!  appear  eihall  be  deemed  iiwnffi- 
cient  for  any  service  hereby  ajfrecd  to  hp  pcrfonm^I  and  sl>all  nut  be  again  emjiloycd  in 
the  couvcyance  of  maila  uutil  iiuch  defect  or  dulicieucy  has  boon  repaired  or  auj>|)iied  to 
the  eatiflfaetion  of  the  Foetmaster  General. 

19.  That  the  Com^>any  and  all  coinnmuding  and  other  ofBcer*  of  the  \e-.<ei»  employed 
in  the  performance  ot  this  Agreement  and  all  agents  aeamen  and  servants  of  the  Coraiiany 
shall  at  all  times  pasenuiUj  attend  to  the  orders  and  diveelioa*  of  die  Fostmaater  Genend 
his  offioera  or  agents  as  to  the  node  time  and  place  of  landing  delivering  and  receiving 

mails. 

20.  That  the  C  ompany  shall  when  snid  as  often  as  in  writing  they  or  the  ma-tcrs  of 
their  rcKpective  veeaolsare  reqatred  t  •  clo  liy  the  Postma-tci-  General  or  hy  .mr  naval 
or  other  officers  .)r  agents  acting  nndcr  his  uuthnrity  ( snrh  writing  to  specify  the  rnnk  ur 
description  of  the  peisnn  or  persons  to  Ik;  conveyed  and  the  acconunoilaliuu  i<»  !>e  pro- 
vided for  him  or  them)  receive  j)i-ovi<ie  for  victual  aii<i  conv«?y  to  and  Ironi  and  heiwecu 
any  of  the  port^  or  places  to  which  any  vc«»cl8  are  u>  proceed  in  the  performance  of  this 
agreement  on  board  every  or  any  of  the  veRsels  to  be  employed  in  the  performance  of  this 
;i;rri'eiiient  ( i>i  addition  t<»  the  naval  or  other  officer  authori-ei!  In  have  charge  of  the  aid 
mads)  any  number  of  naval  military  or  civil  offi<'ei-s  or  oiiicr  persons  in  the  Mirvieu  of 
Her  Miqestj' hereinafter  described  as  ( iovemnicnt  contract  passengers  (not  exceeding 
four  in  any  one  shift)  with  or  without  their  wives  and  children  aa  first-chijjs  passeugeri* 
and  any  nnnilier  (»f  ( iovcriimcnt  cotit.act  piiisengcrs  (not  exceeding  two  in  any  one  suip) 
with  or  without  their  wives  and  ciiiidren  tis  ■iccon<l-ciass  pas,-eiigei's  and  anv  nuiuher  of 
Government  contract  paaiienftens  (not  exceeding  ton  in  any  one  •'hip)  with  or 
without  their  wives  and  children  aj»  third  claso  p  assengers  to  he  berthed  below  deck 
(due  !iiiti  I'  Heing  given  if  practicalde  to  the  Compatiy  or  to  Inc-ir  nor  'nf  at  tlie  port 
of  erabarkation  of  all  such  passeugcis  as  may  he  rcnulrel  to  ()e  retu'ived  provided 
for  victualled  and  conveyed  as  afuretiaid)  and  that  whenever  the  Company  shall  coti- 
vey  any  thinl-cla6s  Government  contract  passenffcris  (other  than  those  hereinbefore 
specially  provided  for)  the  Company  sliall  provide  them  with  proper  accommodati«m 
bdow  deck. 

21.  That  the  passage  money  for  all  passengers  to  be  conveyed  on  t\u:  rcquistli  1:1  1  die 
Postmaster  General  or  any  persons  acting  under  or  by  his  authority  other  tha.i  aud 
except  the  naval  offii-er  in  charge  of  mnils  and  his  servant  (if  any)  or  the  civil  <iHieer  ol' 
the  Post  Office  in  charge  thereof  utul  hid  ad^istont  {ii'  any)  shall  be  paid  in  fuU  of  ail 
diarge  for  mess  and  victuallinjr  at  and  after  the  fares  and  rntw  ehar^I  hy  the  Company 
for  ordinary  passengers  of  a  similar  de  eripfi  in  or  in  case-  wh<  re  tin-re  no  i  luii  LTf  to 
correspond  at  c>uch  rated  as  may  be  agreed  upou  betwecu  the  Lonls  Commidt»iunen»  ot'  the 
Admiralty  and  the  Compaay. 

22.  That  Government  contract  poasengera  shall  be  tNated  in  no  respect  whatever  in 

an  inferior  m.nnner  to  ordinary  passengers  of  the  same  cla.«8  and  in  a  manner  at  lea-?t 
equal  to  that  required  by  the  regulations  of  Her  Majesty's  Transport  Service  and  the 
meaaing  of  the  lust  and  eeoomd  daiw  Govanuneat  ootttraet  paaaengen  shaD  include  each 
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day  an  iinperia}  pint  of  good  mnnd  bottled  ordranght  iile  or  beer  and  that  of  the  first  class      App.  No.  94. 

in  addition  an  imperial  pint  of  g<MKl  fon       wiiu'  t  itlu  r  pnrt  or  white.    I  he  several  claesca of   

Government  ooutruct  pn»»enffen»  shall  mesa  in  separate  places  and  thoy  shall  be  ^ronded 
firee  oT  extai  diarge  with  medieat  ntt«ndanc«  medicine  aodmedieal  oomfortsand  with  new 

utciisil-- and  fittings  f-(i(ikinf_!:  iiti'ii-^il- artti'Ii  -  I'lr  table  use  nie;>-  jilnce?  cabin?;  and  licrtha 
fuel  lightti  rcquLsitc  articles  01  itciidiu;^  aiui  all  *)tiicr  iiectiK^iarit'.-^  and  all  third-class  Govern- 
ment contract  passengers  shall  have  hunimoeks  or  banks  aulyeet  to  the  approval  of  the 
naval  authorities  placed  between  decks. 

^3.  That  the  paraege  money  for  Government  contract  paMeufem  fthaJl  be  the  Mune  as  what  '^jpMsoge 
that  charged  by  the  said  Company  for  ordinary  [Mwsengors  ot  a  flimitar  Mnd  and  shall  moofv'  Uto 

include  everything  jipecilicd  in  tlnj  I  i-t  |ii-i  oecli  i;  arlidr  nf  A^rrceiiici  l  anil  tlie  rr.  lirht 
uf  baggage  accoitlmg  to  Government  scale  and  returns  of  the  entbarkatiou  and  disembark- 
at]<m  NtU  Government  contract  passengers  shall  be  furnished  to  the  Director  of  Tnneport 
tervices  immediately  af^r  the  deiiarrure  and  arrival  of  each  veaael. 

24.  Tliat  whenever  any  nlt<^vnlinns  of  rato^  for  ordiuiirj'  jimssenger.-*  shall  be  made  by  C  onipniiy  to  :  tv.^  ^ 
the  said  Company  notice  of  siuch  alterations  eluUl  fortiiwitll  be  given  by  the  Company  to  J^"  their  ordlDarv-  ^ 
the  Poatmaster  General  and  to  the  Lords  Commiasionera  of  the  Admiralty.  paaMng«r  fiirei. 

25.  That  payments  for  pus.<age  mcmey  of  Government  contract  passengers  shall  be   Hns^age  inonay, 
applied  for  by  invoices  (according  t«  a  form  to  be  obtained  from  the  Ottice  of  the  Director  l'"*'^' 

of  TroJi-fHrt  Services)  to  be  lodged  in  the  office  of  the  Accountant  General  of  the  Navy 

by  th''  -u'l'.l  Company  or  tln'ir  succcf-sors  iuul  njion  the  proihiction  tn  >ii<  li  r>iriTtiir  nf  ifie 
ordern  iiit-  ilie  jui^snges  together  with  a  certificate  under  the  lianil  <i:  iln  Comniaiuling 
Officer  specifying  the  numhei-  of  the  tliird-cla.-'H  passen::'  r~  1  ii  cri  women  tmd  children)  con- 
voyed with  the  ages  :in(l  sexes  of  such  children  and  stating  the  periods  during  which  such 
third-class  jiasscngers  hav!'  ht  on  ri  giihuiy  supplied  while  on  hoiird  with  provisions  and 
a!^t>  <if  a  ciTtificato  uniler  the  liaful  of  caoli  first  and  secon<l  class  |)as.-onger  of  his  or  her  ' 
having  been  landed  at  the  place  uf  destination  and  of  hariuK  been  properly  accommodated 
and  messed  during  the  voyage  and  8i>ocifying  the  date«  industve  from  and  to  which  they 

were  so  messed  tx>FJiputoil  Uxiw.  ihr  fh  -t  ti>  il  >■  > 'inner  meal  aud  ujjon  tin;  (odglug  of 
stu'h  invoices  as  aforesaid  bills  fm  the  aniounifj  v^iiicli  iifter  exaniiuaiiou  shall  be  found  to 
be  <lue  thereon  shall  be  mad  '  <  >i  :o  the  said  Company  or  their  successors  payable  by 
lier  Majesty's  Paymaster  Gcucrul  in  three  days  from  and  after  the  respective  dates 
thereof. 

26.  That  tlie  pa-stgc  numey  for  the  families  and  wives  of  commissioned  snd  civil  PaisMje  money  of 

ofbccrs  or  other  persons  win  :i  not  c)nlered  to  be  conveyed  at  the  pul)iic  expense  shall  he         j**^ cmnsnis- 
paid  to  the  Coujpin^'  by  the  ofHccrs  themselves  at  the  ratea  charged  to  ordinary  pas.sengers 
of  a  similar  description. 

27.  That  the  Company  will  receive  on  b<»rd  of  every  such  vessel  any  number  i>f  small  Cohm  n;iy  t  ■  (■■mYoy 
packages  cimtaining  a-tronomicjil  instruiuonts  charts  wein  ing  r.])]  an  !  medicines  or  other      nnrolty  store*, 
articles  and  convey  and  <lelivcr  the  same  to  from  or  betwocu  ihv.  -aid  ports  or  places  to 

from  or  between  which  the  said  mails  arc  to  be  conveyed  when  and  as  ofl on  as  directed  by 
the  Postmaster  General  his  Oilicers  or  Agents  or  by  the  British  Haxal  OiKcer  in  command 
of  the  station  or  at  any  port  where  the  vessel  may  touch  fi%e  from  all  costs  and  charges 
and  iil-ii  ■.',]{  receive  on  iioard  of  (  v  1  v  such  \  esscl  and  convoy  and  deliver  to  from  and 
between  all  or  auy  of  the  jsuid  ports  of  places  (on  receiving  from  the  Postmaster  General 
his  officers  or  agents  or  from  the  British  Naval  Officer  in  eomman'  i  <  if  1 1  f  station  two  days' 
previous  imlicej  any  navr»l  or  other  stores  not  execcding  10  tons  in  weight  or  1.5  tons  of 
40  cnbi<'  feet  ca<  li  in  measurement  at  any  one  time  in  any  owe  vessel  at  l!;e  lowest  rate  of 
freight  charged  by  the  Company  for  private  goods  of  a  similar  description  and  that  the 
Company  shall  in  all  case»  be  strictly  resmmsibk-  for  the  due  custody  and  safe  delivery  of 
the  said  packages  articles  and  stores  and  shall  give  imnicdiatt  ly  notice  to  the  s^id  Com- 
miswouers  of  any  alteration  in  the  rate  of  IVeiglu  ■  liai  ucd  by  them  for  privjite  goods 
provided  always  that  ^itorea  consi»tiu^  of  li(|ulds  cheniieal  preparations  or  other  articles  of 
a  dangerous  or  damaging  nature  -  shall  not  be  ordered  to  be  conveyed  under  this 
Agreement. 

2S).  That  all  and  every^  the  sums  of  money  hereby  fetipuiatcd  to  be  paid  bv  the  Com^y  Peimhi^s  to  br  v-od- 
uiuo  Ilcr  .Majesty  her  heirs  and  8iicce<isnrs  shall  be  considered  as  Ftipulated  or  ascertamed  "Wtred  asaseer- 
damagea  whether  any  (laiimuo  or  h  .-.-i  !iavo  (  i- have  not  been  susfaineil  ain!  -hall  and  may  [""TL^I^JISS 
be  retained  by  tlie  Postunisier  General  out  of  any  monies  payable  or  wlucb  may  hereafter  jjy^Jii^pfli 
become  payable  to  the  Company  or  the  {uiyment  uniy  be  enibreed  as  a  debt  due  to  11  or  GeDsrat. 
Majt  -iv  with  full  costs  of  suit  at  tiie  di^-of  tir»n  <»f  "the  Postmaster  C  r  rier.--]  :  Pn a  iited 
lM.>wevcr  that  the  payment  by  the  CLiaipany  of  auy  sums  of  money  h\  way  of  pcuailies 
shall  not  in  any  manner  |*rejudlce  the  right  ot'the  Postmaster  General  to  treat  the  failure 
if  any  on  the  part,  of  the  Company  to  provide  a  proper  vessel  or  to  pcrfeira  any  voyage 
at  or  wilihin  the  times  liereinbefi>re  respectlvdy  mentioiied  in  that  behalf  as  a  breach  of 
thi*  Agreement. 

29.  And  in  consideratiin  of  the  due  and  faithful  performance  by  th   -aid  Company  of  all  the  Sabtidy, 
services  hereby  agreed  to  be  by  tbem  perfuimed  tlie  taid  X^okLuiatiter  Geaerol  doth  hereby 
oovenamt  and  agree  that  diere  shall  he  pwd  to  the  said  Company  (out  of  such  aids  or  sup* 
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App.  -No.  -24. 


Dbjiutes  to  be 
leferred  to  arbitn- 


plios  M  may  be  from  time  to  tSmc  provided  and  ajij  i  'piiated  by  Farliiunent  for  die 

purjx».-e)  a  louf^  u>  llicy  perform  llu-  voyagos  bcluoeu  Pi>int  dc  Gallc  aiiu  Sydney  and 
the  utUer  «erviceb  iusreiu  couU-ac(i!d  to  be  periuriaed  ia  the  luauuer  and  with  «uch  vei>ti«U 
M  beroil  respectively  mentioned  the  auma  of  money  following  (that  ia  to  say) : — 

A  aum  after  thi-  r;;U'  l  i   1l'0,000/.  per  u.  iv.  iii   o  hmg  as  the  f^iid  Company  eblll 
ii]>(>!t  the  rcqui.-<iti(>u  uf  the  ro>itma»(er  ticueral  caii«c  to  be  performed  one  micb 


voyajie 


cacli  way  in  every  calendar  mmth. 


All  ptMtip  to  be 
attlwdiaiMMd 
of  the  PoitnuMter 

General. 

CoinmenceTneni 
duratimi  of 
contract. 


Pfna!ti(  s  lor  imliuf; 
to  comiDPncu  8«r- 
\  1.  e  oil  1st  Febrniiry 
ItsOti,  and  not 

reudy  tor  survey 
on  tlie  15th  Jaaoaiy 


Cooipubjr  not  to 


A  ^uin  utter  the  rate  <^f  180.000/.  per  annum  if  and  so  lung  m  the  eud  Coo){>anv 
situli  upon  the  reiiui^itioii  »{'  tin  Pmhimk  ti  r  c:< nerai  eauBB  to  be  performed  on  aaoh 

voyage  eaeh  way  in  every  iunar  niontli  ui  lour  wi  t  ks. 

A  mm  after  the  rate  of  170.000  /.  jxr  annum  if  and  tfu  lunu  ati  the  said  Company 
shall  upon  the  requisition  of  the  Postmaster  Genernl  cause  to  ne  performed  two  anta 
Toyagea  each  way  in  every  oUendar  month. 

A  fiini  after  thr  rntr  uf  isi.lfifi  /.  per  annum  if  and  .so  long  as  the  said  Compauv 
shall  upon  the  requieiticm  ot  the  Postmaster  General  cause  to  be  performed  two  sucii 
voyages  eaeb  way  in  every  lunar  month  of  four  weeks. 

And  that  tlie  said  payments  shall  be  made  in  equnl  ;ei  1\  |iayiiieut8  on  th«  hr»t  day  of 
April  the  firet  day  of  July  the  Urtt  day*  of  OcCubcr  and  the  lirat  day  of  January  in  each 
year  and  shall  accrue  due  from  day  to  dav  and  the  said  payments  shall  be  received  by  the 
«:iid  ('1  mpany  as  full  compeii«nti(iTi  for  all  costs  ami  expenses  which  they  may  incur  or  be 
put  unto  by  reason  or  on  account  of  all  and  singular  tlic  services  hereby  contracted  tt)  be 
peri'omied  eubject  however  to  the  abaument  of  any  sums  of  money  in  re^Mct  offoifeiturea 
which  the  said  Comfmnj  may  have  incurred  or  to  the  addition  of  any  aums  in  reapect  of 
premiuma  aa  the  cue  may  be  ae  herein  provided. 

And  it  is  hereby  fnrtiher  agreed  and  declared  between  and  by  the  aaid  parties  to  these 
preeents : 

30.  Tliat  if  at  any  time  during  thr  contimiain  f  of  this  Atrrceinent  or  after  the  deter- 
uiination  thereof  any  dispute  sliall  arise  between  the  partic^i  hureto  or  their  suixsesson 
respectively  concerning  any  breach  or  alleged  breach  by  or  on  the  {»art  of  the  Company 
of  this  Agfr^cment  or  tnc  sufficiency  of  any  such  breach  to  justify  the  Postmaster  Gcncnu 
in  putting  an  end  to  the  s^inie  or  oouccrning  the  amount  of  consideration  to  be  paid  to  or 
allowed  by  the  Company  as  the  rase  may  be  for  such  altered  serAiccs  as  hereinbefore  in 
that  behalf  mentioned  or  concerning  any  of  the  covenants  matters  or  things  hereinbefore 
contained  or  ia  anywise  relnting  thereto  and  notwitlistanding  the  (Hiwer  herein  contained 

to  d<'t(!nnine  this  agri'(  ni"nt  :iii<]  -.my  i-xoi  ut'um  v.r  ritlt-niptcd  cxccuticm  of  such  power  aodl 
dispute  ehail  oe  referred  iu  -wu  arbitnuorcs  unc  to  be  chosen  from  time  to  time  by  the 
Poetmaeter  General  and  the  other  by  the  Cem^any  and  if  sinrb  arbitrators  should  at  any 
time  or  times  not  agree  in  the  matter  or  question  referred  to  them  then  Huch  quctition  in 
difference  shall  ho  referred  by  them  to  an  umpire  to  be  chosen  l)y  such  arbitrators  before 
thoy  proceed  with  the  reference  to  them  aiiil  liir  joint  and  eoncurvi  nt  award  of  the  said 
arbitrator]}  or  the  ^leuarate  award  of  the  said  umj^iire  when  the  said  arbitrators  cannot  agree 
riiall  be  binding  and  conducive  upon  both  parties. 

SI.  That  the  whole  postage  of  all  mails  conveyed  in  the  veaaela  employed  undor  tfaia 
agreement  shall  belong  to  ller  Migosty  and  shiul  be  at  the  diapoeal  of  Her  Majes^'a 

P<istirr.ister  G<'nersil. 

32.  fhal  tlii.-  AgicttiuiU  .-luill  commence  on  and  from  the  first  day  of  February  1866 
and  shall  continue  iu  force  until  one  of  the  .>iaid  parties  hereto  shall  giw  to  the  other  of 
them  24  calendar  months'  notice  of  his  or  their  desire  to  determine  the  aame  and  on  the 
expiration  of  such  notice  this  a^ement  ahall  determine  accordingly  wil^ut  prcjudicn 
n  vorthele^s  to  any  v'fjii  ofartion  or  other  ptooeeding  whidi  ahall  tuen  have  accnied  to 
eitiser  party  for  any  breach  tlu  reoi. 

Am>  it  is  hkrehy  Fi-iiTHKK  .iGia.i.i)  that  ui  casc  the  Company  shall  fail  to 
conmjcnce  the  performance  of  the  servicr-s  ht  i  ciii  a;'reed  to  be  by  them  performed  on  Ae 
tirst  day  of  February  1866  thim  and  in  such  case  the  Company  shall  forfeit  and  pav  unto 
Iler  Majesty  her  heirs  and  ancccssors  the  sum  of  100/.  and  also  the  further  sum  of  100/. 
for  cM  iy  su(  <  c:^tii\ f  porind  nt'  2-1  luuir.s  wliirii  shall  i  lap/^e  after  the  first  day  of  February 
1866  until  the  actual  and  bonajidc  commencement  of  the  performance  by  tlie  Ck>mpany  of 
the  servioea  herein  agreed  to  be  by  them  performed  and  further  that  in  ease  the  Company 
shall  fat!  to  linvr-  tlio  .-aid  \  o^-8ol.-'  to  be  ii.-i-d  hi  tlic  execution  of  this  contract  complete  and 
ready  for  final  aui  vcv  on  the  loth  day  of  January  lH(i6  tlir  (  'ompany  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
unto  Her  Majesty  her  heirs  and  successors  the  sum  of  10/.  for  every  successive  day  which 
shall  elapse  after  the  «aid  15th  dav  of  January  1866  until  such  vessel  shall  be  so  complete 
and  reaay  for  final  survev  as  aforesaid ;  Provided  always  that  the  total  amount  ot  the 
penalties  to  be  innured  by  the  said  Company  !)y  Teaaon  flf  sucb  fiulurea  as  tSomttki 
rcepcctively  shall  uoi  exceed  the  mm  of  2'>,()n()/. 

34.  That  the  Company  shall  not  ai^isigu  uuderlet  or  di^ose  of  this  Agreement  or  an^ 
part  thtteof  witliout  the  conaent  «f  the  PoetmMtor  Genend  aignified  in  writing  under  \m 


Digitized  by  Google 


aSLSCT  COaOflTTSB  ON  EAST  XNDXA  COXMUNICATIONS.  691  / 

hand  or  tinder  the  hand  of  the  Secretary  or  one  of  the  ABsistant  Secretaries  of  tVio  Post      App.  No.  ^ 

Office  and  that  in  case  of  the  same  or  any  part  thereof  being  assigned  underlet  or  othei^   

wise  diapoMd  of  or  of  any  great  or  habitual  breach  of  this  Agreement  or  of  any  oovenaut 

matter  or  thing  herein  contained  on  the  part  of  tKc  Compmy  their  nffir-ers  agents  or 

servauty  and  whether  there  be  or  be  not  any  penalty  or  sum  ot  money  payable  by  the 

Company  for  any  breach  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Postmaster  General  if  ho  shall  think  fit  Pottmoster  Oenoral 

(and  notwithstanding  there  may  or  may  not  have  been  any  fonner  breach  of  this  oontract)  may  determine 

|t  writing  under  hw  hand  or  under  (&e  hand  of  the  Seofetary  or  one  of  fhe  Aaeietant  '^.J.'^S  ""J"*""* 

Secretaries  of  the  Post  Office  to  determine  this  Agreement  without  any  previous  notice  nouce. 

to  the  Company  or  their  agents  nor  shall  the  Company  be  entitled  to  any  compensation 

in  reepeet  or  endt  detenninatbn. 

35.  That  if  on  the  determination  of  this  Agreement  any  vessel  orTeBeels  ehould  bsve  On  determination, 
started  or  shuuld  start  with  the  mails  in  conformity  witli  this  Agreement  such  voyage  or  J^^^^Jl^U^L* 
voyages  shall  be  continued  and  performed  aud  the  maila  be  delivered  and  received  diurin*  !»«««»• 
the  same  as  if  this  Agreement  bad  remained  in  force  with  regard  to  any  such  vessels  and 
•enrices  and  with  respeot  to  ntob  veeaela  and  eerncea  aa  last  aforesaid  this  Agreonent 
■kail  be  oonadered  aa  having  tttmtwrted  wben  cncli  vnwlaand  aernoei  ebaU  Jtave  raadied 
their  port  or  {dace  of  deatiiiation  and  been  performed. 


36.  That  all  notices  or  directions  which  tiie  Postmaster  General  his  officers  agents  or  AataatlicM. 
others  are  hereby  uuthurised  to  give  to  the  Company  their  officers  servants  or  agents  other 
thau  any  notice  of  termination  of  this  contract  may  at  the  option  of  the  Postmaster  General 
his  officers  agents  or  others  either  be  delivered  to  the  master  of  any  of  the  aaid  vessels  or 
other  officer  or  ^ent  of  the  Company  in  the  charge  or  management  of  any  vessel  employed 
in  the  performance  of  this  Agreement  or  left  for  the  Company  at  their  office  or  house  of 
business  in  London  or  at  their  or  any  of  their  last  known  places  of  businces  or  abode  and 
any  notices  or  directions  eo  given  or  left  shall  be  binding  on  ^e  Company:  Provided 
always  that  any  mti-r.  nf  termination  of  this  Contract  shall  be  served  on  ue  Company 
their  officers  sci  vuuw  or  agents  at  their  office  or  last  known  office  in  London. 

37.  That  the  Lurda  Commi^i^ioners  of  the  Admiralty  for  the  time  being  shall  at  any  Adafcilty  may 
time  daring  the  continnaaee  of  this  Agreement  in  case  of  great  public  emergency  have  SJjj^j^*'*"' 
power  to  purchase  all  or  any  of  the  said  vessels  at  a  valuation  or  to  charter  the  sanM 
exclusively  for  Her  Majesty's  servioe  at  a  rate  of  hire  to  be  mutoally  fixed  and  agreed  on 

by  the  said  Commissioners  and  the  Company  but  if  any  difference  should  nt  any  time  or 
times  arise  as  to  the  amount  of  valuation  or  hire  so  to  be  paid  or  a«  to  the  amount  of 
damages  conseriuent  upon  such  pnrdiaaeor  hiring  such  difference  shall  be  referred  to  two 
arbitrators  or  an  umjiire  to  be  chosen  respectively  as  aforcnaid  and  that  the  sai  l  C'  mrais- 
siouerd  iu  the  case  of  hiring  any  such  vessel  shall  return  the  eaine  to  the  Company  in  the 
Kune  state  and  condition  as  she  was  in  at  the  time  of  any  Rueh  hiring  reasonable  wear  and 
tear  excepted  and  if  any  difference  should  arise  upon  that  point  the  same  shall  be  settled 
in  the  same  mannw  as  the  amount  for  Hie  luring  is  to  be  settled  m  ease  of  duSbrencet 

38.  That  In  ease  of  sudi  purchase  or  hhre  the  service  hereby  agreed  to  be  performed  ''iP]^^™^"^  .'^ 
shall  bo  performed  by  other  vessels  of  the  Company  if  the  Company  can  in  due  and  l*gy«soUisis if 
proper  tunc  furnish  them  such  other  vessels  as  to  construction  machinery  equipment  ' 
offieers  and  crew  to  be  subject  to  the  like  approval  as  other  veusek  employed  under  this 
Agreement  but  in  case  the  Company  be  unable  to  furnish  such  other  vessels  it  shall  be 

lawful  for  them  to  determine  this  Agreement  from  the  date  of  such  purchase  or  hire  but 
the  same  ^hull  be  ooondered  as  in  wrce  until  the  completion  <tf  any  voyages  then  already 
undertaken. 

39.  That  in  the  event  of  the  Company  being  allowed  by  the  Postmaster  General  to 

continue  to  perform  only  a  portiim  of  tiie  servfee  tiiere  shaU  be  pdd  to  -them  sodi  annual  ^  g^f^"^^  ^ 

snm  of  money  as  shall  be  agreed  iipon  by  the  Postmaster  General  and  the  Company  and  ^ 

in  case  of  their  ditfierinK  as  to  the  amount  such  difference  shall  be  settled  by  two  arbi-  ^ 

tmtora  or  an  umpire  to  Be  chosen  reepeetively  as  aftresMd. 

4<k  That  any  submission  to  ar})itratioil  U  porSttSlloe  of  this  Agreement  shall  be  made  a  Any  reference  to 
rule  of  any  of  Her  Majesty's  Courts  of  Record  purenant  to  the  Statute  in  that  case  made  *  ^ 

and  provided  on  the  application  of  either  party.  umizi. 

41.  That  in  purenanee  of  the  provisions  contained  in  the  Act  of  Patltament  paoed  In      M^-mber  of 

the  22im1  your  r)f  the  reign  of  King  George  the  Third  intituled  "An  Act  for  restraming  any  f j^jt^d^jj^^ 
"  peraou  cuiicemed  in  any  (.\)ntra<  t  Commissiou  or  Agreement  made  for  the  public  8cr\'ic«  httanat  in  ^"*riirt 
"from  bein<r  elected  or  ^iittlng  and  voting  as  a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  "  no 
tneudjLr  of  ilic  House  of  Comnioud  nhall  be  admitted  to  any  share  Of  part  of  this  Agree- 
ment or  lo  auy  benefit  to  arise  therefrom. 

42.  That  this  Agreement  shall  not  be  bindmg  until  it  has  lain  upon  the  table  of  the  Cuntract  lu  Im;  laid 
Hou.-e  of  C<>inmon)<  for  one  month  without  disaf^novsl  uulem  it  be  pnVSOttflly  qp(nwved  un  the  Tal<le  of 
by  a  n--ojuti.  n  of  tlic  said  Mouse  of  Commonsi.  H** 

43.  And  fur  the  due  and  faithful  performance  of  all  and  singular  the  covenants  BoadClaoM. 
4ionditions  pro>'isoe8  clauses  articles  ana  agreements  herein-befbre  eootiuned  and  whabh 

on  the  part  and  behalf  of  the  asid  Company  their  oflloem  agents  or  aerrants  are  or  ougbt 
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Jgpp.  MOi  «|p    to  be  obeerved  porfcnrmed  fulfilled  and  kept  tiu  Mid  Ctmpaay  do  Irareby  bind  1 

■  end  their  imocesMirs  unto  Her  Majesty  the  Qnefln  ia       sum  of  S5,00io?.  ataifiig  to  be 

paid  to  Her  Mnjesty  her  hcira  and  successors  by  way  of  r>t'ijiiilatcd  or  a-^ecrtained  damages 
Iieteby  wreed  upon  between  the  eaid  Poatoiaster  General  and  the  said  Ccmgaaj  ia  eaae 
of  hSan  m  iha  pwrt  of  IIm  Compauj  in  Iht  «3Bee«lii«oi  of  tiiu  Gontnol  or  any  pni 
liufoof* 

In  witneM  whoreof  the  said  Edward  John      i  l  si  mley  of  Alderley  Her  Majeatr's 

Postmaster  General  hath  hereunto  set  his  baml  and  fT.il  and  tlio  t^aid  Peninsular 
and  Oriental  bteum  ^iavigadon  Company  have  caused  their  common  seal  to  be 
beitiinto  aflbced  the  day  and  year  fint  above  written. 


jBonied  aeaLed  and  delivered  by  tho  within  named  JBdward  Jobn  Load  Stmler  of 
AUntey  Her  Majest/a  Baatmaatar  Genenl  in  die  pnaenoe  of 

J.L.Jht  Flat  Taylor, 
Frivate  Secretaiy  QeaeEal  Poat  Offiea.  . 


Tbo  ooQuaon  aoal  of  thft  vithiu-named  Pminanlar  and  Orientd  Stem  Kavigatioa 
GoB^aay  «■§  iMuewto  affixed  in  i6m  peacneaof 


R,  H.  Baiem,  -x 

Alex.  Xiairne,  \  TKi 
Wm.  H.  Halt,  j 


Z.  Brooke^ 

SbCdtot'a  Department  Qanerai  P«afc  OffiMu.]  | 
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Appendbc,  No.  25. 


handed  in  by  Mc;  Frtdiriek  Bill,  20  Jul/  1866. 


App.  No. 


Lbwsb  fiNMu  Mr  i^.  ifii/  to  Mr.  Hermau  MtrioaUt  as.,  dated  24  May  1866. 


General  Poet  Office, 
Sir,  24  May  1806. 

RsPBHSiNO  to  yonr  letter  of  the  fith  tnfttant,  I 

am  directc'l  hy  th<?  Postmaster  General  tu  state 
that,  until  the  Puriianientary  Committee  now  sil- 
tiog  on  the  subject  of  Postal  and  Tel^^phie 
Communication  with  India  hii>  coniploted  its  df li- 
berations and  made  its  report,  he  thinks  it  would 
be  inexpedient  to  take  action  in  Uie  matters  to 
which  your  letter  relates. 

Meantuhile,  however,  lits  lordfthip  deems  it 
desirable  that  some  of  the  staiem  lUs  in  ;!ic  cor- 
respondence which  your  letter  encloses  should  not 
imss  untiouc' d  ;  and  I  am  therefore  instructed  to 
make  the  foil.. wini.^  remarks  : 

In  the  letter  dated  27lh  February  last,  fruai  tiie 
Government  of  India,  it  is  stated  that  whde  that 
GoverameDl  are  ready*  in  addition  to  a  reasoaabla 
shfMof  the  cost  of  the  service  west  of  .Suez,  to 

defray  thi-  whole  cost  of  tln'  mail  seivlee  hiUveen 
Sue2  and  Bombay,  they  think  that  i.  ihis  arrange- 
ment he  attt-nded  wiih  lo^s,  it  would  hardly  be 
desired  by  England  that  the  whole  of  that  loss 
should  fall  upon  the  Indian  revenue^',  the  iuterests 
of  England  and  iodla  being  jointly  concerned  in 
this  matter. 

With  refsard  to  this  itateroent  I  am  to  observe 

first,  lh  -t  Lor<l  Stauley  of  Alderley  entertains  no 
doubt  that  exclusive  even  of  the  !oap  upon  the 
China  service,  one  half  i-f  whieli.  as  you  .  re  ,iuare, 
ander  a  dc c  ision  long  since  arrived  ui  by  the  Lords 
of  thcTreus  u  ry ,  1  ndia  has  to  bear,  there  would ,  at  the 
present  rate  of  postage,  be,  for  sonic  time  to  conio, 
a  very  considerable  loss  on  the  service  uf  India 
proper;  secondly,  that  Ins  Lorilshi|>  has  never  foi 
a.  moment  nflirnied  tliat  India  alone  has  ini>  rest 
in  the  postal  corrfspomlence  between  that  country 
ifcnd  En^laiiii  ;  and  ia>ily,  tli  it  as  any  loss  that  may 
fteorue  will  be  chkfly  attributable  to  the  opposition 
of  the  Indian  Government  to  even  a  temporary 
increase  in  the  lafe  of  |iost;i'_re,  it  seems  to  him 
but  equitable  tliat  by  ibat  Cioverumeut  the  loss 
shall  be  biirne. 

With  refere  aee  let  (he  lu.->t  pait  of  the  7th  parn- 

§raph  of  llie  letier  under  consideration,  1  am 
iiected  to  refer  you  to  my  letter  of  llie  14th  July 
1866.  wherein  it  was  shown  that,  under  present 
careunialancei,  no  material  saving  would  beeftcted 
by  the  diseontiuuance  of  tl  e  line  to  Calcutta, 
although  Lord  Stanley  of  Alderley  is  uiial>le  to  say 
what  would  be  the  financial  result,  with  the  now 
early  prospect  of  the  completion  of  the  radway 
between  horabay  and  Calcutta,  of  terminating  the 
present  coK tract  w  tii  tlie  l'ciiui>ular  and  Oriental 
Oompany,  at.d  tlirowiug  open  the  wJiole  Indian 
service  to  conipriition. 

In  the  letter  of  the  ^!2nd  February  last  from 
Nr.  Riddell,  Director  General  ot  the  Post  Office 
of  India,  paragraph  6,  is  the  following  passage: 
'*  The  luie  between  Galle  and  Suez  must  be  con-. 


tinucd  for  the  conveyance  of  the  China  and  Aas- 
tralian  mads;  and  if  the  Indian  mails  are  no  longer 
sent  by  that  route,  the  cost  oC  the  AostniKan  and 
China  mail  service  will  be  Increased  by  the  sum 
heretofore  paid  by  India;  and  it  would  appear  from 
the  tenor  of  Mr.  HtU's  letter,  that  this  considerar 
tion  has  been  the  ground  upon  which  all  connected 
with  ludia  have  been  »o  long  denied  the  advan- 
tage of  a  weekly  mail  to  and  from  Rngland^  and 
wen  of  four  mads  in  the  month." 

Lord  Stanlev  of  Alderley  is  at  ft  loss  lo  imagine 
how  Mr.  IJiddjII  could  have  r>rmed  SO  erroneous 
a  conception,  or  on  what  expressions  in  my  letters 
he  bases  his  opinion;  and  he  feels  bound,  in  via* 
illi-aiion  of  111-,  department,  to  stale  tliat  the  delay 
wlacli  huti  arisen  is  nut  atliibutable  la  the  British 
Post  Office,  but  to  the  Government  of  India,  and 
to  the  opposition  that  has  been  manifested  either, 
on  the  one  hand  to  consent  to  increase  the  nto  of 
postage,  or,  on  the  other,  to  make  good  the  SZ> 
l^ected  loM  out  of  the  Indian  reveane. 

On  the  point  of  (ielay  I  have  to  remind  yott 
that  my  letter  of  tiie  8th  January  IfcOS,  shaking 
of  the  necessity  of  rai.siug  the  postage,  "  in  order 
to  place  the  liulinn  packet  service  in  a  position  in 
which  more  money  could  properly  be  expended 
npon  it,  and  to  admit  of  the  line  to  Bombay  bein^ 
made  weekly,  when  a  gord  opporltinitv  should 
present  ilseU,"  received  u>>  answer  till  June  1866, 
<J.e.)  after  an  interval  of  nearly  two  years  and 
a  half. 

Mr.  Riddell  proceeds  to  observe  in  paraj^raph  7, 
"til  it  ihe  cost  of  the  Mediterraii  an  lines  niiizhi 
be  reduced,  without  inconvenience  to  the  public, 
by  a  reduction  in  the  number  cf  mails  seat  tHA 
So<ii  li.nri|)ton." 

This  st.iteinutit  also  is  erroneous,  and  Lord 
Staiili  V  ot  .Alderley  cannot  but  feci  some  surprise 
that  $Ir.  Biddell  should  venture  to  nronoance 
aatboritatively  on  a  matter  on  which  his  know- 
lediie  most  necessarily  be  veiy  imiierreet. 

By  inquiry  ot  the  Directors  of  the  Peninsular 
and  Orieiitul  Company  it  was  ascertained,  some 
time  ago,  that  they  could  not  con-ent  to  ^^ny  abate- 
uieni  from  their  sub-sidy,  ali.liuuj;li  a  reduction 
were  made  in  the  service  between  Southampton 
and  Alexuniiria,  or  even  if  tliat  service  were  wholly 
dificontinaed,  any  more  than  they  could  do  so  if  a 
similar  clKii)ii;e  were  effected  in  regard  to  the 
service  heiueen  Suez  and  Calcutta,  seeing  tliat 
neitiicr  alturuiion  wottid  enable  them  to  withdraw 
any  of  their  ships. 

Phere  are  other  statements  in  Mr.  Riddell's 
letter,  in  wliicii  Lord  Stanley  cannot  agree,  liut  he 
thinks  it  unnecessary  to  pursue  the  subject  further. 

I  am,  See 
(siitned)  P. 

Uermnn  Merivale,  Esq.,  ca^ 
kc,     &c.  &c, 
India  Office. 
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Appendix,  No.  S6, 


PAPiiit  handed  in  by  Mi.  ^ 


iO  J  uly  1866. 


lotftMt  ftom  Hr.  Sbmtfeld,  M.  p.,  to  die  Seeretaiy,  General  P««t  Office,  dstod  IS  Jmw  1866; 


Sir,  India  Office,  12  June  1866. 

I  AM  directed  liy  the  Secretery  of  State  ftr 

India  in  Council  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
Mr.  Uill's  letter  dated  the  24th  ultimo,  relating  to 
fbe  re-errangement  of  the  postal  service  between 
this  country  and  India,  which  formed  the  subject 
of  Mr.  Merivale's  letter  of  the  5th  idem ;  and,  in 
reply,  to  state,  that  liis  Lurdship  acquiesices  in  the 
iotentioQ  expressed  by  the  Postmaster  General 
not  to  take  any  action  in  the  matter  in  qnesrion 
till  the  Parliamentary  Committee  on  Indian  com- 
munications shall  have  brought  its  deliberations  to 
m  eondnrion* 

In  the  meantime,  Earl  de  Grey  would  wish  it 
to  be  nnderstood  that  he  continiiea  to  be  of  opinion 


that  the  proposed  increase  in  the  rates  of  ppiilg^ 
would  be  likely  to  tiave  a  very  prejudicial  vBBoeX  on 

the  interconr>e  lirt\<  rrn  this  country  and  India; 
and  that,  while  his  L  rrj^^hip  caoiiut  but  bupe 
that  the  cost  of  the  pr  :-i  d  weekly  service  with 
Bombay  will  ultimately  ue  found  considerably  leu 
than  is  anticipated  by  Her  Majesty's  Postmaster 
General,  bis  Lordship  still  thinks  that  it  would  not 
be  just  that  any  additional  expense  which  ina|  be 
incmred  on  this  aecouot  sbouki  be  borne  eanbh 
sively  by  the  revennee  of  bdia* 

I  am,  &c. 
(ttgned)       J.  Hians/eid. 

To  the  Secretary, 
General  Post  Office^ 
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/ 


CONVENTION  between  Her  Mnjeety  and  the  Sbah  of  Feraa  relative  to  Xeleohapuic 
CoKM vhicatiow  between  JGWep*  mm!  fwftr. 

Signed,  in  the  Eoglieb  and  PersMO  Languages,  at  Tebnm,  S3  November  1866. 


A  pp.  No.  t7. 


[BadBoationa  Eielttiiged  at  TAnn,  l  May  1II6«.] 


As  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Gnat  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  Hii 

Majesty  the  King  of  all  the  Kingdoms  of  Persia, 
are  desirous  of  regulating  the  telegraphic  com- 
munication between  Eorape  and  India,  nnd  of 
placing  this  work  on  a  sure  and  friendly  basis, 
they  have  resolred  that  a  Convention  for  that  pur- 
pose shall  be  concluded  ;  wherefore  their  Majaa> 
tiea  have  named  as  their  Plenipotentiaries:— 

Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  the  United  Kii^ 
dom  of  Great  Hi  Itain  and  Ireland,  his  Excellency 
Charles  Alison,  Esquire,  Cnmpanion  of  the  Most 
Honourable  Order  of  the  Bulii,  Her  ^voy  Ex- 
traordinary, and  Minister  Plmipotentiafy  at  the 
Coart  of  Fmia ; 

And  His  Majesty  the  Kin^  of  all  the  Kin(jp* 
dome  of  Pernia,  tiis  Excellency  Mirza  Saeed  Khan, 
His  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  possessor  of  the 
Order  of  the  Royal  Portnut,  nd  -rrifd  v/ith  dia- 
monds, and  of  tlie  blue  coruou,  ami  bearer  of  the 
pearled  tassel  and  rod  adorned  with  diamonds,  pos- 
MMor  of  the  Order  of  First  Serteeb  with  its  special 
cordons,  and  bearer  oftheOrderofSt  Aim  adorned 
with  diamonds  of  the  fir  r  cli-;s,  ant!  of  tlie  Order 
of  the  Medjidie  of  the  first  clas»,  and  of  the  First 
Order  of  the  Iron  Crown,  and  the  First  Order  of 
Leopold,  and  the  First  Order  of  Danebroe,  and 
the  First  Order  of  St.  Maurice  and  Lazare,  and 
the  First  Order  of  the  Saviour  of  Greece,  and  the 
Order  of  the  Polar  Star  of  Sweden,  and  the 
Second  Order  of  the  Legion  of  Honour; 

And  the  aforesaid  di-tinrrttished  representatives, 
after  nieetiot;  ia  the  capital  ol  Tehran,  and  perus- 
ijtg  and  exchan^ng  their  letters  of  full  power, 
and  finding  them  in  due  order,  have  coneldded 
the  following  Articles: — 

Article  I. 

Ia  order  to  improve  the  telegraphic  communi- 
cation between  Europe  and  India,  ibe  Persian 

Government  agrees  to  attach  another  wire  to  the 
poles  no^v  htanding  Irom  Bushire  to  Khanikin, 
■nd  to  bring  it  into  working  order  as  soon  as 
possible.  The  wire  to  be  used  solely  for  inter- 
national messages  sent  in  European  languages. 

Article  II. 

In  order  that  the  second  wire  may  be  attached 
in  a  eooDplete  and  efieeiivc  manner,  the  Pmian 

GovtTiiment  also  ri;_'TCi  s   that  it  =hnl!  hr  flone 
under  the  direction  and  iiupervittioa  of  uu  i:.ngiisb 
engineer  oflio«rand  staff.   And  the  BersiaB  Go- 
0.43. 


vemment  will  use  its  best  endeavours  to  collect 
the  neoasaaty  nateciala,  and  Wif  down  the  wira 
witb  all  expedition. 

Article  III. 

The  British  Government  agrees  to  procure  for  the 
Persian  Goveinnient,  at  a  reason^ible  ]-ricc,  and 
with  the  cognizance  of  a  Persian  Commissioner, 
all  tbe  tnsnlatoft,  Motae  iDStraments,  fte., 
that  may  be  requisite  for  this  work,  inclusive  of 
200  iron  posis  for  the  marshy  tract  of  Bushire, 
and  to  deUver  tbem  over  to  the  Government  Cooi-^ 
missioners  at  any  seaport  or  frontier  town  of  Per* 
sia  that  may  be  suitable,  receinng  payment  in 
Ave  yean  in  nse  inetalnenti. 

Article  IV. 

The  Persian  Government,  moreover,  agrees  that 
•a  Bn^sh  telegraph  officer,  with  the  necessary 

staff,  notexrr(-d]-T'^  fifty  (50^)  in  number,  rxclusive 
of  families,  ahoil  be  engaged  from  the  opening  of 
telegraphic  communication  through  the  new  wire, 
for  five  ^5)  years,  in  organising  tbe  Persian  line  of 
teleerapn  and  giving  instruction  in  teleeraphy. 
Ana  the  British  Government  agrees  that  ;hL 
English  officer  and  bis  staff  shall,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  the  pre»cribed  period,  make  over  tbe  leid 
line  to  ihe  Persian  Government  and  caese  OOC^ 
nection  with  tlie  Persian  telegraph. 

Aitide  V. 

Ti  e  conditions  under  which  the  English  officer 
shall  exercise  control  over  the  second  wire,  during 
tbe  prescribed  period,  an  stated  b  the  fblbwing 
teles:— 

1.  His  Royal  High nei^'?  tbp  Itizad-es-Sultaneh, 
Minister  of  Science,  or  any  other  person  who  by 
the  Shah's  order  may  be  appointed  in  place,  is 
to  be  considered  tbe  bead  and  absolute  chief  of 
all  the  Persian  Goveminent  telegraphs. 

2.  Any  order  which  His  Royal  Highness,  or 
such  other  person  in  his  place,  may  issue  concern^ 
ing  the  protection  of  the  line,  its  working,  and  the 
Peruana  employed  on  it,  shall  be  ^iven  throogb 
and  with  the  appruTal  of  tbe  English  idcgraph 
officer. 

3.  For  the  protection  of  the  line,  the  whole 
distance  from  the  Turkish  firontier  to  Bvshire  shall 

4q  3  be 
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Apf.  No.  37.     <livided  from  itetion  to  station  into  nx  MCtioni, 
—      as  follows : — 

From  ilie  'rurkl-h  (Vontior  to  HamadAQ. 

From  Hainaduii  10  Telir  uj. 

From  Telirau  to  Kashan. 

From  Kashan  to  Ispahan. 

From  Ispahan  to  Sbiraz. 

Fiom  Sbiraz  to  Boshire. 

To  eaeli  of  ili^se  uiviHonathe  Idzad-es-SuIianeh 
sliuU  aj)i'oint  a  Ppr^tan  uFicer,  vrho  will  be  re- 
sponsible to  Uis  lioyal  Iligiinesa  for  the 
tioD  of  the  line  utuated  within  his  limits. 

To  enable  tbe  sftid  Persian  officer  or  Yavsr  of 
each  divisi.Jii  ti)  iMtrv  laif  Iiis  tluiiei^  efliciently,  a 
certain  outuber  of  liorseiuea  shall  be  stationed 
under  bis  orders  alon^  the  line.  The  Yaver  will 
of  coiirsv  accept  any  sii_'^pstiong  wliich  flie 
Enjilibh  t'  legr!>|ih  offictj  iiibv  give  with  reference 
to  his  charge,  due  rci;ard  beinx  bad  to  the 
ctiBtonts  of  Persia  and  her  power  of  carrying  out 
audi  sugueatiooa. 

4.  TIte  (>r<rnnistition  of  officers  arid  instmetion 

of  ew^/'>/,t's  i^li.ill  be  excliisivr-lv  in  cliarge  of 
the  English  su|)erinteiitling  officers,  who  will  be 
responsible  for  the  working  of  tlie  line  in  these 
respect  >>;  nnd  the  Persian  sionallers  shall  be 
ordcreil  to  obey  impUdtly  the  instructions  which 
t!ic  l-^nglish  officers  may  give  in  ihe  perfonoanee 
of  iheir  dutie?. 

.  ft.  In  case  of  ins>ubt>id.QalioQ  or  luiecondttct  00 
the  pari  of  the  Persian  signallers,  His  Royvl 
Higimtss  ilif  Iiizad-cs-Sultaneh  engages  to  use 
his  bc't  etideiivourti  tu  iawliiliy  supporting  the 
Mlhority  I'f  the  Englisii  superintend  1  it l;  officer, 
exercised  under  the  last  rule.  On  the  other  hand 
the  English  officer  engages  that  the  bounds  of 
that  authority  shall  in  no  way  be  exceeded. 

6.  T!;e  Fniilish  officer  sl);ill  liave  nothing  what- 
^er  to  do  wiih  receipla  o(  money.  A  Mirza  will 
be  appointed  at  each  station,  who  will  he  directly 
resp  i  -ilile  for  ihe  nccounte  to  the  Itizad-es- 
SultaiK.lj.  But  thf  l%nglif.h  Biiperintending  ofHcer 
shall  roiider  to  His  Royn'  li  "it  nc-s,  or  any  per- 
son who  may  he  appotnied  by  the  Persian  Govem- 
ment,  such  aci-ovnt  of  the  telegrams  dispatdwd 
under  his  uutbority  as  nay  be  sntteient  for  Aill 
information. 

These  rules,  however  general  in  some  sense^  are 
understood  to  have  special  application  to  the 
second  wire. 

Artide  VI. 

In  fillirig  up  vacancies  which  mayoeeur  among 
the  si<;n!ilTen;  employed  under  Article  IV,  the 

En>ilish  telegraph  <»tH^er  ilie  prufiTeuce 

to  natives  o<  l'cri!iia,  provided  they  be  qualified  in 
1^  estimati'Mi  by  kr<owledge  of  the  English 

languagf,  ;'inl  <V.t  r  uttai  inients  neressary  for 
this  service,  to  periunu  tlie  duties  rt-quired. 


Art:deVII. 

As  tl<e  telu'jraph  offices  of  these  two  wires 
ought  to  be  dit^tinct,  the  Persian  Govemmtnt 
^hall  build  a  new  office  adjni.iing  the  cxiatingone 
wherever  there  aie  not  si  parate  rooms. 

Article  VIII. 

Ii  any  injury  befall  the  second  wire,  ordf  f  v 
Ocoui  through  piesii  of  traffiCj  the  first  wire^ 


which  is  specially  used  for 
tion  in  Persia,  shall  gi««  uaiitance  to  the  aeeoid 
wire,  and  vice  vertd. 

Article  IX, 

For  every  message  of  twenty  words  or  less 
from  Khanikin  to  Bushire,  or  vice  verm,  oae 
toman  five  kiraua  and  ei^ht  shulus  id  PersiSB 
money,  or  fourteeu  shillings  in  English  monef', 
•ball  be]  charged,  with  proporlioaBte  rates  for  the 
interveiiiug  towns. 

The  PerMan  Government  accepts  the  Tunlf  laid 
down  in  tlie  last  Gonrention  between  Turkey  aai 
Eugljmd,  so  far  aa  regards  the  rates  of  messagsi 
sent  by  the  two  Governments  from  Bushiie  fo 
India,  and  Irom  KlMittlun  to  Conatantioopls  w 
Euro|>e. 

Article  X. 

The  yearly  receipts  will  be  credited  10  the 
Persian  Treasury ;  but  should  they  reach  a  higher 
sum  than  thirty  thousand  (30,000)  tomans,  iHat 
surplus  will  be  made  over  to  the  officers  of  the 
English  Government  for  the  cost  of  their  estir 
hlis^ment. 

Article  XL 

All  Indian  message*,  at  wVatr  v*  |. art  of  ihe 
line  or  from  whatevo'  place  received,  shall  be 
^ven  over  to  the  aecoiid  vir^  and  the  ateoMito 
icgnlftriy  kept 

Article  XIL 

Should  the  traflic  so  continuously  increase  as 
to  demand  more  than  in  one  day  the  fiiir  day's 
work  on  the  second  wire,  the  excess  of  telegrans 
shall  Lie  lianded  over  tor  disp;itch  to  the  first  wire, 
the  money  received  on  them  being  bcparate^ 
(^edited  to  the  Persian  Oovernsaent.  The  adjuilf 
ment  of  this  m^itter  shall  rest  with  the  Itiz  d-cs- 
Sulianeh  and  the  English  superintending  olllm. 
This  Article  is  quite  hrefpective  of  the  piovisioa 
for  ututual  as'slstanee  in.  tfae  event  of  a  alight  aad 
temporary  delay. 

Article  XIII. 

The  cost  of  all  other  than  hidian  or  eubraarine 
cable  mesaa^s  shall  be  sepurately  ctedited  la 
the  Persian  Tieasory*  altliot^h  conveyed  by  the 
secoud  wire. 

Article  XIV. 

Ttie  relative  Talues  of  coin  shall  be  calculated 
for  purpust'S  of  account  at  the  following  rates: — 


One  pound  sterifatt*—  iB  ftaacs— 
OneshiUimfi  naiwSSeen^esBl  kitan  S 

One  penny  — 10  eentiiaes    2  dishii. 


As  a  rule,  accounts  shall  be  kept  in  FjgiiiJ^ 
and  paym«ito  made  in  Tebian  in  Pecsisii 


Article  XT. 

The  fclccraph  ncc"unts  shall  he  ma 


tlie  English 


superintending  officer  iiioaliiU 


Btnt  Vi  Con  i.i -tai  'ple,  where,  by  comjjari>oa 
with  tlie  Cable  and  Turkish  accounts,  they  will  be 
checked  by  the  British  Gommisaioner  appointed 
for  that  pur{M)se.  On  the  return  to  Telnan  of  the 
audited  aooounts  Irom  Constautioople,  the  amount 
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due  to  the  Persian  Gu?erDment  will  be  certified 
by  the  Eaglisli  officer,  and  speedily  paid  every 
mr  moothi,  as  stated  in  the  last  article^  The 
above  account  shall  always  be  open  to  the  in'^pec- 
tiou  of  the  telegraph  a^ent  of  the  Persian  Govern- 
ment at  Constantinople,  or  any  person  recognised 
by  the  Peraiaa  Mioiitei  at  the  Ottoman  Coiut, 
for  the  Mtflnent  of  aoMBiitB  <tf  mteniBtioDal 
tnfllo  €0  the  Peniui-TiirfcMh  linfla. 

Article  XVI. 

The  tele;;raphic  regulatiom  dmwD  up  at  Paris 

00  the  thirteenth  of  April,  Anno  Domini  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-five,  shall  be 
carried  out  under  the  snfieiintttideiioe  of  the 
Persian  Government,  so  far  as  not  opposed  tu  the 
terms  of  tlte  present  Conventioa  or  the  institu- 
(ioas  of  Persia. 

AitieleXVn 

An^  disBfrreement  arising  between  the  tele- 
graphic cmployts  of  tin:  two  Governments  shall  bo 
referred  to  thcrr  Excellencies  the  Persian  Minister 
ibr  Foreign  Affairs  and  As  British  Minister  at 
Tehran,  in  order  that,  after  necessary  iafSStigatioa, 
a  just  decision  may  be  pronounced. 


\t  INOIA  COHHUlfI0ATI0M8i  657  ^ 

Article  XVIIL  App.  K0.S7./ 

This  Convention  shall  take  efTt  i  t  from  the 
opening  of  correspondence  on  the  second  wire,  and 
remain  in  force  for  five  (5)  years  from  the  day  that 
a  telegram  is  first  dispatched  therehy.  At  the 
expiration  of  the  five  years  it  shall  be  uuU  and 
void.  If  at  any  time  within  the  term  appointed 
the  capabilities  of  Persian  telcgrap Iters  for  their 
work  shall  be  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
chief  of  the  Persian  t<>legriiph:i  and  the  En<>lish 
tel^raph  officer,  the  iuU  period  sliall  be  curtailed, 
and  the  line  made*over  altogether  to  the  Persian 
GornnmenC. 

Article  XIX. 

The  present  Convention  s!ia!l  be  ratified,  and 
the  ratifications  exchanged  at  Tehran  within  five 
months,  or  sooner  if  practicable. 

Done  at  Tehran,  on  the  twenty-third  day  of 
November,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixty-five. 

C.  Alison*  JfMna  Saeed  Khmi, 
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ANALYSIS    OF  INDEX. 


ALPHABETICAL  and  CLASSIFIED  LIST  of  the  Principal  Hbadhios  in  the  following  Index, 

with  the  Paging  at  which  tliey  will  respectively  be  found. 


Adtn 


Bombay,  L  2,  - 

Coal  and  Coaling  Arrangements  - 


Paob 
1 

■  6 
-  iB 


Ancona  {Postal  Route) 


AUSTKAUA  : 

1.  Postal  Service 

2,  Telegraphic  Commmication 
€!hir.a,  2-         -       -       -  . 
Stngapore'       -       -       -  . 


I.  Present  Postal  Service  between  Suet  and 
BonAay : 

L  Cost  of  the  Sorvice  - 

2.  Way  in  which  perfonoed  - 

II.  Qneslion  of  a  Weekly  Mail  to  and  from 
India  vi&  Bombny : 

L.  Evidence  as  to  the  importance  of  a 
Weekly  Mail  to  Bombay 

sL  Proposition  made  by  Mr.  Knight,  in 
1865,  for  an  additional  Fortnichtly 
Service  between  Bombay  and  Suez 

2i  Prop)silion  ?)y  the  Bombay  and  Ben- 
gal J'U'utn  Ship  Company,  in  1866, 
for  an  additional  Fortnightly  Ser- 
vice 

1.  Plan  Bobmitted,  some  few  Years  since, 

by  Mr.  Rennic     -  - 

&M  Explanations  on  the  part  of  the  Pen- 
insular and  Oriental  Company,  in 
connection  with  the  proposed  Ser- 
vice 

(L  Increased  Cost  of  a  Weekly  Mail  to 
Bombay,  as  compared  with  the  exist- 
ing Arrangements  -      .      .  . 

Z.  Suggestions  by  Mr.  Samuda,  in  regard 
to  the  Porf'ormance  of  a  Weekly 
Service  

Question  of  nn  inort  Hse  of  Postage  as 
a  condition  of  tiic  csublisliment  of  a 
Weekly  Mail       .      .      .  . 

a.  Correspondence  and  Papers  explana- 
tory of  iho  part  taken  in  the  matter 
by  the  Post  Office,  the  Indian  Go- 
vernment, the  India  Office,  and  tlio 
Treasury     -      .      .      .  . 

ISL  Conclusions  and  Recommendations  of 
the  C<imniitt>:e      -       -       .  - 

III.  Telegrt^hic  CommunicatioH  : 

L  Kurrachce  and  Bombay  •      -  - 

2.  London  and  Bombay  ... 
a.  Bombay  and  Calcutu  ... 


3 
4 

\1 
71 


6 
6 


8 

i 

I 

9  ' 

! 

in 

11 
u 
11 


Bombay — cuntinned.  Pxa 

Aden                                   -      .      _      .  x 

Britis/t  India  Steam  Naingation  Company   -       -  13 

Coo/  and  Coalinr^  Arrangements  -       -       -       .  ig 

Dock  Accommodation          -       -       -       -       -  33 

Kwtachefi  and  Bombay  -  -  •  -  ~  4^' 
Opium  Messages  'S3 

Persia  and  Persian  Oulf  Cable  -  -  -  -  59 
Speed  of  Mail  Packets       -  .... 

TeUgrapkie  Communication  (India)     -       -       -  2£ 

Brindtti  (Postal  Route)  :  u 

Calcutta  : 

li  Postal  Communiratian     -       -       -       -  IJJ 

2.  Ttlegraphic  Communication      -       •       -  lA 

Bmgal  Chamber  of  Commerce     -       •       -       -  ^ 

Bomtiay,  II.     -      --      .-      --  7 

Telegrc^ic  Cotnnnmication  -      -      •      -      -  79 

China  : 

1.  Postal  Service       .....  16 

2.  Telegraphic  Communicalum     -       -       -  79 

Australia, 

Singapore,  2     •  -72 

C^AL  AND  CoALiva  Ahraugbmssts  {Mail  Pack- 
ets): 

\^  As  to  the  Cost  and  the  Supply  of  Coal  at 

Aden,  Suez,  and  Bombay      -       -       •  1& 

2,  As  to  the  Consumption  with  r^erence  to  the 

Speed   lA 

!L  As  to  Practice  of  Coaling  at  Aden    -       -  IQ 

Competition  {Peninstdar  and  Oriental  Company)  -  13 

British  India  Slcum  Navigation  Company    -  1 

Mrssageries  JmpvriaUs  Paanengers  -  -  -  fii 
Contracts  (Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company)  - 

Cost  or  Postal  Sbhvicb: 

L  Oross  and  Net  Cost  of  the  present  Mail 

Sennets  to  the  East      -       -       -       -  m 

2.  Calculations  as  to  the  additional  Cost  of  a 

Weekly  Mail  to  Bombay      -       .       .  ix 

Australia,  L.......^ 

Bombay,  Ll^ILfl   g 

China, 

Competition   ^ 

Mcsnageries  ImpiriaUs        -       .       -       -       .  ^ 
Naval  Aoenis  •.•-«.. 
Packet  Service  -------55 

Cunard  Packet  Service      ,-.      •       -       -       -  -a 

Bock  Accommodation  ^ 
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Paoi 

Hast  Indian  Railway       -       -       -       -       -  -113 

Rtiiltcay  Communication  (India)  -       -       -       -  64 

HnilKay  TclegiapJts  (^India)       -       -       -       -  65 

£g^  {Telegraphic  Houte^        .....  34 

Malta  and  Alexandna  Telegraph        -       -       -  4Q 

Jttd  Sea  and  India  Telegraph     •       •       -       -  66 

Trumit  through  Egypt       •       -       -       -       -  95 

Electric  and  International  RailtLvy  Compaitjt       -       -  «4 

Government  Aid  (Telegraph  to  China  and  Atutralia)    -  20 

Great  Indian  Peninsular  Railway  -  -  -  •  30 
Railway  Communifdion  (India)  -  -  64 

Railway  Telegraphs  [India)        •       '       -       -  (J.S 

Hong  ^To*^  -34 
CAtna  .-..-.-.j6 

/iKfin  O^c  r  anrf  Govenment  of  India  -  -  *  3^ 
liombuy  ........G 

CA/na,  I---   ifi 

Egyptian  Mails                                            -  24. 

iMwrence,  Sir  John           -       -       -       .       -  47 

Mediterranean  Mails  -       -       -       -       -       -  5" 

,    il«Wrfe«,  W  »  -       -       -       -       -       -       -  62 

Telegraphic  Communication  (India)  II.       •       -  84 

Indo-Evbopeas  Telegraph  : 

L.  Defective  Worhiny,  until  recently,  of  tlte 
Line  from  Constantinople  to  Bagrtad  and 
Fao  -  40 

i  ConsiderabU'.  Iinprancemcnt  during  the  pre- 
sent  Year  in  the  v>or Icing  between  Constan- 
tinople and  Fan   -       -       -       -       -  40 

a»  Route  and  Cotutruction  of  the  Line  through 

2'urkey  and  Persia      -       -       -  -41 

it.  Improvements  suggested,  more  especially  in 

Turkey  ii 

S.  Good  Condition  and  regular  Working  (fftke. 

Line  frotn  Fao  to  Kurrachee  -       •       -  4: 

tL  Number  of  Messages  over  Ike  luda-Euro- 
pean  lAne,  and  Time  occupied  in  Trans- 
mission ^ 

Z.  Ccmvention  between  this  flountry  and  Tur- 
key relatix  e  to  the  Line  to  FuO       -       -  42 

Telegraphic  Communication  (In/lia)    -       -       -  79 

Insulators  (^Telegraphic  Wires)  42 

iTALijy  Route: 

1.  Postal  Communication     -       -       -       -  43 
2j  Telegraphic  Communication     •       -       -  43 
Ancona     -  -.-----2 
Jirindisi   -       •       •       -       -       -       •       -  li 

Japaji      '  "I4 

China  l(i 

Kurrachee  and  Bombay  (Telegraphic  C'immunicatian)  -  46 
Persia  ami  Persian  Gulf  C'nble  •  '  '  '  59 
Telegraphic  Communicilion  (Iv.din)  II.       -  84 

Madras  Chamber  (tf  Commerce  -       -       »       -       -  48 

Madras  Postal  Service  ^ 

Malta  and  Alexandria  Telegraph       -       -       -       -  42 

Mawritiu*  .--..-..50 

Mediterranean  Ei  tension  Telegraph     -       -       -  AO 

Messagcries  Impcriales  ...... 

I'assesuehs  : 

L.  Evidence  as  to  the  unduly  high  Passen'jer 
Rates  of  the  Peninsular  and  Oriintal  Com- 
pany, and  as  to  the  expediency  of  Com  pe- 
tition  j4 


P.<ASi,vcras— continued.  Pj^^j 

2.  Explanations  on  the  part  of  the  Company  in 

Defence  of  the  Rales  of  Passage  Money  -  ^ 

a.  QuetHun  of  Stcond  Class  Pasitngers ;  Com- 
plaints and  Explanations  on  this  Point  - 

4a  Complaints  and  Erplanations  in  regard  to 
the  System  of  Supply  of  ff^ines  and  Spirits  £5 

<L  Total  Number  of  First  Class  Passengers  in 
1865   

fl»  Effect  of  a  Week!:/  Mail  to  Bombay  mth 
reference  to  tlie  Pusscuger  Traffic  • 


Govei-nment  Officials  • 
Government  Transports 


-  30 


Pes'issvlar  and  Ohiestal  Stbau  NAViGATioy  Com- 

PAHY  : 

L  As  to  the  Postal  Contracts  niih  the  Com- 

P^"ff  -       -  5C 

2.  As  to  the  Amount  of  Subsidies  paid  to  the 

Company     ......  tj^ 

^  Parlicidar*  relative  to  the  Steamers  em- 
ployed and  their  Cost    -       -       -       -  a§ 

4a  Way  m  v;/iich  the  several  Services  have  been 

performed  ^ 

iL  Practice  in  ngard  to  Penalties  and  Pre- 
miums       -       -       -       -       -       -  51, 

IL  MoitofMly  of  the  Company :  Sug«esti(/as  on 
the  buiject  of  Competition    -       -       -  ^ 

2,  Svstcm  of  Accounts  and  Rate  (f  Profits     -  ^8 

a.  Suggcited  Enlargement  and  Jmpruvcmcni  of 
the  Company's  Fleet      -       -       -       -  i| 

Qa  C-ntemplutcd  Increase  of  t/m  Termuf  Con- 
trad  in  consiileration  of  ilie  Outlay  neces- 
sary for  New  Vessels     •       -       .  -58 

Aden        .......  .| 

Australia,  [.......^ 

Bonibay,  I,  II.  -       -       -       .       .       .  .fi 

Calcutta,  1        ......       -  la 

China,  1  16 

Cual  and  Coaling  Arrangements  -       -       •       -  iJt 
Dock  Auommoaation  -       ...       -  -as 
Fiere,  Sir  Baiile       .....       .  jfi 

Government  Officials  -       •       .       -       .       -  3« 

Jopun  ^ 

Marseilles  to  Alexandria     ....        •  5fl 

Mauritius .......  -50 

Messagerics  Impcriales       -       -       -       .  - 
Pasirtigers  -       -       •       .       -        -  St 

Southampton  to  Alexandria        -       -       -  • 
Sptcie       .......  -7* 

S^teed  of  Mail  P<tckels       -       -       -       -       -  H 

2  roups,  Cimveyance  of       -       -       -       -  -SIS 

Persia  jad  Phhsian  Gulf  CjBr.K: 

1.  Particulars  as  to  the  Condition  and  IVork- 

ing  of  the  Ptrsiitn  t  elegraphs  generally, 
and.  as  to  the  Amendments  required         -  ^ 

2.  Particulars  in  connection  Kith  the  Persian 

Gulf  Line ;  its  satisfactory  Condition 
and  tVorking       ....       .  £a 

iL  Suggestions  fur  an  Alti'mnfive  Line  through 
Persia  to  India,  in  addition  to  that  by  the 
Persian  Gulf      ♦       -       -       -       -  Co 

A.  Correspondence  and  Papers  vcith  reference 
to  the  Construction  of  Lines,  ria  'I'theranj 
Khanaheen,  f^-c.    -       -  -  Gi 

&A  Convention  betxecn  Her  Majesty  and  the 

Shah  if  Persia     ....        -  61 

tt.  Convention  beitoeen  Petria  and  Turkey      -  &i 

Russia     .......  -f'J 

Telegraphic  Communieution  (India),  I  -       -        -  lio 

Pott  Office  
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PomOE :  PAGE 

L.  Oentrally  at  to  the  Postage  under  exiiting 

Arravf^e^ients      •       -      -       .      ^  S2 

2.  Que^ion  of  Increase  of  Postage  m  eonnec- 

tim  wtA  a  tt'eekly  Mail  to  bonibay       -  63 

Jtmlreny  Contmwucation  {India)  -  64, 

(f<t<  /y  Mail  lOQ 
Railway  Teiegraphs  (/ncfia)       -       -       -       "  ^5 

Reo  Sba  dXD  Imju  Telegmjpb: 

\m  Red  Sea  Cable  1  Causes  qf  its  Failure      -  GG 

2.  CaUe  Jrom  Aden  to  Kttrrachec;  Route 

txiken,  and  Causes  of  Failure  •       -       -  66 

3.  Facility  of  a  Linn  hy  way  of  the  Red  Sea  : 

SuggesliotiS  (111  the  HtJrjfCt      -        -        -  Cfi 

Russia  ( Telegraphic  Route)       .      -      -      .      -  6q 

Persia  and  Persian  Gulf  Cnl'te  -  59 

Telegropkic  Communication  {India),  L        .       •  Su 

SiitadfORK : 

1.  Postal  Service  ----- 

2.  Rangoon  and  Singapore  Telegraph    -  -7s 

Australia,  2-o*----4 
China,  2------.-U 

Southampton  to  Alexandria       -      •      •      -      -  72 

5i>£so  OP  Mail  Packets: 

1 .  Evidence  as  to  the  unduly  lure  Speed  at  which 

the  Indian  Mail  Service  is  performed  •  73 
2j  Suggestions  by  Mr.  Samuda  in  regard  to 

Rate  of  Speed;  Prepense  involved  therein  •  73 
a.  Explanations  on  the  part  of  the  Peninsular 

and  Oriental  Company  -  •  -  -  74. 
Time  Table*  and  Jtetum*  eontainimg  sundry 

Details  -  74. 

0.  Conclusions  and  Recommendations  of  the 

Committee   ------  74 

"Persia,"  The  64 

Steam  Vettelt  {MaU  Service)     -----  75 

Speed  of  Mail  Packets  -  -  -  -  -  23 
Survey  qf  Mail  Packet*      .      -      -       -  . 

Submarine  Cable      .......  -j-j 

Australia,  2-------4 

China,  2--------12 

Singapore,  2-------2i 

Subsidies  (Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company)      -       -  22 
Messageriet  Impirialet        -----  51 

TBLSOBArutc  CostitvsicATioN  (India)  : 
L  Tel^raphs  to  India : 

L.  Concurrence  of  Opinion  ns  to  the 
great  importanc*;  of  Telegraphic 
Communication  with  India  -       -  80 

2.  System  of  Telegraphy  in  the  Trans- 
miauon  of  M^a^es    -      -      -  Sa 

2<  Rontes  by  which  Heeaages  are  for- 
warded  8q 

1.  Precautions  taken  in  order  to  pre- 

yonl  Krror  •       -       -       -       .  8q 

ZL  Great  Error  and  Delay  experienced 

up  to  a  recent  Period  •      -      -  8q 

fi.  Considerable  Improvement  during 
the  last  few  Months    -      -  -81 

Z»  Statiatics  of  the  Time  of  Ti-ansmis- 
sion  between  India  and  England  in 
March  and  April  -      -      -      -  81 

&.  SyRtem  of  Transmission  on  Conti- 
ncnul  Lines;  Conventions  on  the 
Subject      .      .      .      .      -  ai 
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TBLBGMArBic  CouMUNicATtON  (/a.d7i)— Continued. 

L.  Telc'iraphs  to  //if/t/i— continued. 

ii.  Charge  lu^e  tor  Meisi^uges  to  India; 

how  apportioned  -      -      -      -  fii 
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A. 

AUMN.    Is'ou-objectioa  ou  the  part  of  the  Post  Office  to  the  mail  packets  not  calliug  ai 

Aden,  i|  tlieie  were  a  iraddy  set  vice  between  Suez  and  Bombay,  IJill  330  Diaadvan* 

t!ige<s  conseanent  upon  the  nail  packets  havine  to  stop  at  Aden  for  00aJ»*  ii  being  ft  tidal 
harbour,  nnd  t!cc ply-laden  vessels  not  being  able  to  leave  at  all  times  of  the  4ide>  JtMMW 

38(1,  387  Considerable  risk  in  enterin«:  or  leaving  llie  harbour  at  night,  «?».  387  

Increased  expense  if  the  boats  did  not  call  at  Aden  to  coal,  Ht.  409-417  Very  good 

coaling  arrangemente  at  Aden,  ih.  450, 451. 

Requirement  of  vessels  r-f  special  construction  if  they  were  to  run  all  the  way  from 
Suez  to  Bombay,  without  caUing  at  Aden  for  coals,  I/ouell  1 274- 1 280-— Decided  objec- 
tion to  ui.y  ^iclieme  of  postal  coromanication  inTolvin^a  janctlonof  lines  atsoinconTenient 
a  place  as  Aden,  ih.   1440,  I-44I" — Necessity  of  tlie  vessels  carrying;  a  much  larger 

auaotuy  of  coal  and  a  luuch  smaller  cargo  if  they  arc  not  tu  6top  at  Adeu;  UiiHcuUy  ou 
lis  score,  ^SbrukIs  s^i -39155. 

Correi-pendcnce  in  iSfii  and  1^62  with  reference  to  fenders  for  a  postal  service  twice  a 

motiih  between  Aden  and  Bombay,  Jpp.       et  sea.  Tender  submitted  by  the  British 

and  Eastern  Steam  Navigation  Company  ut  October  i86tt  for  the  proposed  senriee,  &. 
^62-264. 

Communication  from  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company  dated  15  October  1862, 
upon  the  qQestion  of  tendering  for  a  tH-oumtUy  service  from  Aden  to  Bombay,  Afp, 

Eetum  showing  the  length  of  the  stoppage  at  Aden  during  the  years  1864  and  i86^j 
App.  564. 

See  alio  Bsmiqr,  L  IL      Coal  md  CotXuff  AmmgOHents, 

Adley,  Charles.    (Analysis  (This  F.vidcnce.) — Had  charge  for  several  years  of  the  telegraphs 

on  the  East  Indian  Railway,  2115-3121  Statement  shovring  the  decided  superiority 

of  the  tel«;raphe  of  the  railway  company  over  the  Government  telegraphs,  S19S-S135 

 Instances  of  the  exccBsively  deffTtivf  workin-;  of  the  Government  lines,  2122.  2124 

Information  relative  to  the  iustruments  u^ed  m  working  ihe  lailway  telegraphs,  2127. 

S1S9'  Total  of  about  1,300  miles  of  win?  oji  the  lis^  ftis8  Preference  shown  By 

the  public  for  the  use  of  the  railway  telen«pb  line  as  compared  with  the  Government 
line ;  impediment  to  Adr  free  nee  «« the  former,  2 1 30-2 1 35. 

Employment  chiefly  of  Eurasians  snd  of  natives  or  Bengalees  as  signallers  in  Ae  Eut 
Indian  CompKany's  telegraph  service;  efficiency  of  these  signallers,  there  being  no  difflk 

cnlty  in  obtaining  an  adequate  supply,  2136-2146  Opinion  as  fo  the  trastwortl^ 

character  of  both  natives  and  Eurasians  as  signallers,  2146.  2160-2163. 

Origination  by  witness  in  1851  of  a  certain  proposal  for  the  formation  of  a  public  com- 
pany for  takin<r  over  the  whole  of  tl»e  telegraph  lines ;  nature  of  the  objections  which  have 
nltlierto  {ireveiited  the  adoptiuii  of  tliis  sclienie,  '2147—2151 — —Necessity  of  a  public 
company  erecting  special  wires  and  havine  special  clerks,  11  respectively  of  the  wires  for 
ndhray  messages,  ai48-si5«— Decided  advantege  to  the  oommiinity  in  India  by  the 
telt  graph  service  being  under  one  company  instead  of  under  vaiiuus  railway  ci  mpamcs  or 

under  Government,  2158-21^8  At  present  it  may  be  said  that  the  public  in  India 

have  no  tehgraph  at  all,  9153. 

Varying  rates  of  payment  to  the  signaller      'ihe  telcf^rnph  service  of  tlie  East  Indian 

Bailway  Company,  2159.  2178-2180^  Aggregate  loss  of  some  130,000/.  a  year  by 

Government  on  their  lalegin^  syatem,  9164  ■  Qreat  inemuie  in  the  revenue  fnm  mee* 

498 — I.  A  laget 
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Report,  1666—eaUkuud. 


Adhgt  Charki.  (Analyiw  of  hwETidence)  emHmuA 

sages  if  the  work  were  properly  pefftmedlt  diSig  BiwdlNiail  oAsTtd  by  the  railwajpifiir 

the  layiiffi  of  teicignph  lines,  it  beiajrneeessa>7»  lM>«rever»  to  extend  tbeio  to  districts  not 
iMTsrieaby  railway,  fltGB. 

Opinion  that  with  special' wires  a  a^aage  should  not  occupy  more  than  two  01  three 

hours  between  Bombay  and  Calcutta,  2167,  ai6S  Way  in  ivhich  the  estimated  annus! 

lofS  of  130,000/.  on  the  Government  telegraphs  is  made  up,  21 69,  2170.  2172-217(1 — — 
Total  of  considerably  more  tli  i   >  million  of  cujiitsil  sutik  in  the  Goveinment  lines,  2170 
WiUiws  considers  that  with  proper  management,  and  ia  private  ha^ias,  the  tei^rapbs 

in  IndTi  wonTd  pay  from  (en  to  fineen  per  ceni,  4*1^1  Small  proportion  of  CniTeni- 

ment  mes&ages  as  compared  with  public  messx^es,  2 1 77. 

Competency  and  acouracyof  tlie  native  signallers  on  the  East  Indian  Railway  iin<-*  further 
advevted  t<s  2r79-«i8«— — The  ooBwaefelaliwpssages  on  tlwiitie  are  about* (ifT«en- per  <Mit; 
of  the  whole,  -21^3  Similar  mtes  olrugr-J  ns  on  th  ' Government  lines.  .'184— ~- Disad- 
vantage under  which  the  railway  cuaipt^tes  with  the  Gu¥6r4iaaeQt  Uoe  to  soveraJ  poiats, 

ftl85,  «l86  Further  statement  as  to  the  pttblic  preference  for  the  railway  telej^raph, 

on  account  of  its  speed  and  regular  woikiug  as  compared  with  the  grant  irregularity  and 
slowness  of  the  Ck>vemment  system,  2187-2189. 

Agra.    Resolutions  in  the  Public  Works  Drpartmeoi  in  India,  to  September  1865,  with 
r(>ference  to  the  A<j:ni  nviils,  and  the  nmcnded'arranganienti derirAble  tn  their tmneniiaeion 

>rom  Bombay,  App.  ilo7-()iO. 

AieMmdria  {Ptaial  HerviM),    Time  table  of  the  »)ervice  from  Soulltamptoa  and  fivm 
ManeiUee  to  Alexandria^  and  fram  Alexamlria  to  Southanptoo  nnd  to  liandDea  far  A» 

year  1864,  App.  218-341  Also  for  the  y<ar  186,5,  ///.  -222-afli5» 

See  al-o  Marseilles  Nmite.       SmtAampfon  to  Alexandria. 

AUxtmdria  {Telegraphic  Communication).    Lease  now  held  by  the  Telegraphic  Constmotion 
atid  Maintenance  Companv  of  the  line  from  Aleacandria  to  Suez,  Glatt  16141, 164a 
Great  delay  iti  the  transmission,  viA  Constantinople  and  Syna,  of  London  messages  for 

Alexandria,  ih.  1644  Expf-dit-ous  transmission  of  messages  from  Alexandria  to 

London  vi&.  Malta,  ib.  1647  Str      feeling  in  Alexandria  in  Havour  of  an  independeot 

line  I'f  tween  that  place  and  England,  Ut,  i68a'>— Brief  period  of  transmiiaion  between 
London  and  Alexandria  if  there  wew  one  nflbroken  line, ».  1 758,  1 759— Great  irrejcu- 

1  iritv  in  th  ■  ar  iv  il  f  some  messages  to  and  from  Alet.mdria  on  account  of  the  practice 
in  Italy  of  sending  the  messages  by  an  altematire  hue  if  tliere  is  u  block  at  an\  station, 
tft.  1759, 17601- — 8m  also  ^gp^      Matta  and  Alacmadria  Tet^raph, 

AStMf  Ciarlaf  c.n.    Sundry  communications  from  Mr.  Alison,  Minister  at  Teheran,  with 
refrrencr  to  hi?  ne^roiiatiuns  wilti  the.  Persian  GoTemmcnt  on  tiie  questioa  of  a  telegraphic 

line  through  Persia  to  India,  App.  358  et  seg. 

Ancona  (Postal  Rattle).    Correspondence,  commencing  in  June  1861,  upon  the  question'of 

sending  the  Indian  and  Auslrahan  niaiN  throuL;h  Imly  vul  Ancoiia,  App.  291  et  teq.  

Memorandum  by  the  Italian  Postmaster  General  in  i8bi  a^  10  the  a  ivantages  of  the 
route  by  AneoMt  orer  that  by  Marseijk^  ib.  ags  — Distance  of  i,ogo  miles  between 
Ancona  and  Alexandria,  as  compared  with  11465  mtfes  betweea  Maneillea  and  Alexandria, 
ib.  igS. 

ConTenti<»),  dated  Turin,  and  January  i86«,  for  the  conoeMiaB -of  a  line  of  narigatioa 
between  Ancona  and  Alexandria ;  also,  taUe  cHT  oondlliona  Ibr  the  conoeaiioii,  Aj^,  303- 

307. 

Comnnnication  from  the  Director  Qeneral  of  th«  French  Poet-office,  dated  $th  July 
1862,  shtiwing  certain  objectHMis  to  the  toute  uitf  Anoona,  ua  compared  with  that  mi 

Mar  eilles,  App.  308,  309. 

Memorandum  by  the  Ministry  of  Public  Works  at  Turin,  dated  sist  Aagvat  t86s, 
as  to  the  fiwQitiee  (or  carrying  ont  the.  proposed  aervioe  by  way  of  Ancona,  Ag^ 

3'3.  3M. 

Statement,  dated  January  181)4,  relative  to  the  advantages  of  the  route  by  Anoona  onrer 
that  by  Maj'seillei.,  and  setting  forth  the  conditions  upon  which  the  Itahan  Government 
would  assume  cbaige  of  the  mails  tbrou^ih  Italy  to  Aauona,  App.  318-320—00111- 
pniatiTe  itineiwy  of  the  Indian  mail  between  London  and  Alexandria,  vid  Mareefllas, 
Ancooa,  and  Bnndisi,  ib.  321. 

RfflWtw  assigned  by.  the  Post  Office,  with  the  cuncurrenue  of  the  Traiiaurj-,  in  Macclt 
ibr  not  adopting  tlM  AjMona  route  at  that  period,  App.  322,  323. 

Angh-AuiltaMlim  and  Cftina  Telegraph  Company  {TAnvtcd).    Engineers'  report  to  th« 

cIi  iirriKin  and  directors  of  ihe  company,  dated  '2-2nd  Ffbruary  1^  )5,  with  reference  to 
the  facilities  for  telegraphic  communication  between  Kaog'>on  and  Sra^apon^  App^ 
699^6406 
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Arraean.    Great  physical  (iifBci)Uie.^  invoked  in  the  c  ^nstmetiosMtf  «MBteiiMM*of  iNtt 

GoTeromeDt  t»'leprraph  line  to  Arracm,  Rohinsou  2849. 

Axmun.   QtfM.  difficulty  of  in»pectioa  of  the  Govetnaient  tetegraph  iiaas  in  Aasanif 
Ro6tir«eK  9849. 

^strachan.    Proriaon  of  telegiapbic  commanication  witii  Astrachan,  there  haag  also  some 
•ebeme  for  «  cable  acroas  tStt  €Mpian  Sea,  €Mi*nid  3559»  9959. 

AVSTIULiA  : 

X.  Po$tal  Service, 
I.  Pottal  Ser^i 

Wny  ia  which  the  ?um  of  33,000/.  is  arrived  at  as  the  actual  cost  of  conveying  ihe 
Australian  and  MaunUus  loiters  liy  the  Indian  and  Chinese  packets.  Hill  i3(j-i52— 
Separate  contract  with  Peninsulitr  and  Oruntal  {Company  for  the  service  from  Gnile 
to  Ati!<tndia,  ib.  \^  146  Entire  failure  o<  a  former  cootiact  for tlu:  AustraKao  serrice/ 

l».  236. 

Necessity  of  au  iacreaoed  number  of  ships,  in  ordar  to  oany  eat  ttiirtcaa  eareicea 

yeurly,  instead  of  tw<lvc  to  Augtralia,  Howell  1470-I472. 

Complaint  of  tlie  cnlonista  in  New  Soudi  Wales  and  New  Zealand,  as  to  the  aoaduct 
and  ihe  monopniy  of  the  PenioKular  and  Oriental  Company,  in  the  ease  of  the  AwMHan 

serii  e  l>etweeii  the  y  ars  1853  and  i860.  Knight  8337— — birailar  complaintein  Australia 

as  iu  ludm,  a^aiu&t  the  moac^y  now  lu  oparatiou,  ib,         ^363  Until  lately  India 

wae  unjustly  charged  witbyoftion  ef  the  cost  ot  the  AuMraliau  service,  ih.  23S£r*36f(* 
3398 — Expknatic  n  in  coonedioo  with  India  beii^  now  credited  with  a  portion  of  the 
'  receipts  fiwn;  tiiv  Aujttralian  mail  service,  ik.  3397-34.01. 

Heftrenre  to  die  exccM  ef  premiams  over  penaWea  on  ihe  AmtruKan  serviec,  Wemttt 

P007—— Great  iiresolaftty-ni  the  dispatch  of  thf  mails  for  Australia,  if  there  were 

tliirteen  services  inst^d  oP twelve  yearly,  ilt.  3i<o3-3io6  Necessity  offour  vehsels  lor 

tlie  Aa^trnlian  h«i  vica^  VNlea4  of  three,  if  theve  were  ibiriees  voyages  inalMdief  twelve, 
ib,  3io5~~WiUiogneNi  wfwifd  by  Hie  Peaintdaf  and  OrieaM  romnonv  to  boild 
itoficavodTCMdslbrthe  AmImUm  mif  Ib^had  a»«alen(M  1^. 
3106. 

Frequent  coni^aiota  ia  Sydney  as  to  the  mails  frnm  EngiaDd  being  over  lime,  whilst 
from  Sydney  to  Bf>ela»d  the  service  is  v«ry  regular,  SSr  C  Niefuhtm  3227-3^31.  3551 
^ — Opitiii  n  us  t  )  ihc  very  cretlitablt-  iimnm  r  in  winch  iho  Auatraiian  is  on  Ae 

whole  performed  by  the  Peninsular  and  Oneiual  Company,  ib^  3261«  3%S5-3257— -The 
.  raiM  as  paeeaft  money  by  the  nail  padtata  aie  howaver  raAcr  too  bi^,  ib.  3957. 

Clfcuni«tante  of  the  Queenland  Government  h^vin^  advertised  fnr  a  line  of  steamers 
bKween  Brisbane  and  Batavin,  this  beivfc  *  ^lorter  distance  than  froni  Sydney  to  Point 
de  Oalle,  GiAome  333o-3353-'^8tatement  of  the  distances  IVom  firiibane  to  Batavia, 
fr  m  Sydney  to  Clalle,aiid  from  fliffdneyto  OaHe,  md  BfvdHm^  Batana,  He*,  fioHajf 

3354-3359-' 

Allowance  by  the  present  contract  of  516  hours  frr.m  Galle  to  Sydney,  anci  of  564 

niiles  from  Sydnev  to  Galle,  Howell  35y2  3.';94  notice  has  been  given  totenuinate 

thf  contract,  which  only  came  into  operation  m  february  last,  ib.  350' 

Contribution  of  30,1  lb by  the  luiperial  Govetnment  and  by  the  Australian  Cokwies 
and  Hew  Zealand^  ai  the  «oat  of  the  padcete  batwaao  tbie  country  and  Point  de  Galle, 
Aff,  ai 1 . 

t^M  table  of  tj»c  Austntliaa  uaii  set  vice  liar  tiie  year  1864,  aa  .^nraved  by  the  Post 
(Hfte^in  HbvenbifK         Anp.  •iB-sh.'— 'Alio  for  the  fear  iS^iA*  taa^Mfi^ 

Estinuite  bv  Mr.  Chetwynd  of  30,1 16  /.,  ns  the  cost  of  coiUveyailg"the  AaalTBliM  mmIs 

belwef^ii  Soatiiain(itj9n  and  Point  de  Gidfe,  App.  538. 

Time  table  of  the  Aostralian  mail  service  for  the  year  t866,  on  the  suppuaition  that 
there  are  thirteen  instead  of  twelve  ^loyagea  yearly,  Apj^  618. 

Copy  of  contiact,  dated  17th  Norember  1H65,  between  the  Post  Office  >»n<l  the  Penin- 
-  eular  and  Oriental  Company  for  the  conveyancs  of  the  mails  between  Point  de  Qalle  and 
SjdM^,  efd  K!ing  Geoiige's  fionnd  and  Menkmrae,  Jpp.  645-652. 

Summary  by  the  Comniltceof  the  provisioM  and  «anditions  of  the  contract  with  the 
Penioauler  and  Oriaotal  GeopaBjf  fof  the  conveyance  of  the  Ansiralian  mails,  Rep.  tv,  v 
SoggestioB  that  in  eoMe^ance  nf  the  proposed  separation  of  U»e  India  service, 
early  con^ideraiioa  be  giTOB  to  the  qnealki)i  of  »  iMHUhljor  ftw  wwlflj  itm«tfi>  to 

Au-tralia,  tb.  xx. 
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AUSTRALIA. 


Australia — couunued. 

Prospect  of  favoarable  telegraphic  roates  being  available  from  India  to  China,  and  to 
AuBtralia,  farther  mrveys  being  bowever  reoidred  for  tbe  Australian  iinej  Jetiidti  1829- 
i833'-*'-Saeoewfal  operation  of  telegraph  fine!!  in  New  Sootb  Wales  and  Victoria,  as 

adrninistercfl  by  the  CoJonia!  Goveniinent,  Sir  C.  Nicholson   3-3.1-3235  Great 

advantage  if  the  telegraph  could  be  extended  iroDi  Quecnslaad  to  the  head  of  the  Golf 
of  CWpentaria,  and  so  on  to  Java  and  Singapore;  willi[ii:;neae  of  the  colonies  to  join  in 
a  guarantee  in  order  to  obtain  this  communication,  ib.  3-36-3249. 

M^egotiatious  between  witneiis  and  the  Australian  Colonies  in  1 859  and  1860,  with 
reference  to  a  telegraphic  line  from  the  north  ooast  ot  Australia  to  tbe  east  end  of  Java, 

Gwiome  3258  Proposition  by  the  Australian  Colonics  in  i8fjo  to  cnnfrHMif'-  n 'sum 

of  35,000  /.  a  year  for  tweuty-onc  years,  in  aid  of  th(;  proposed  coniuiunicatiijii,  ; 

3333  Reason  why  South  Australia  did  not  join        oilier  colonies  in  the  foregoing 

arrangement*,  Ut.  3258  Reference  to  certain  statistics),  showing  tbe  Uurge  tnuie  to  be 

aecommodated  by  the  proposed  telegraphio  lines,  ib.  3264.  3267-3376. 

Facilities  for  laying  a  line  between  Sin^pore  and  Java,  and  between  Java  and 
Anstralia  tiA  Timor ;  want,  however,  of  more  soundings  being  taken  on  this  route,  Gts- 

Aorne  3«93.  3297,  3298.  3312,  3313  Progress  now  oeing  made  wtih  the  eonstraetion 

of  a  land  line  in  Ausira}i;i  to  the  head  of  the  Gulf  of  Carpentaria,  where  it  would  unite 

w  ith  the  proposed  submarine  cable,  ib,  3299-3303.  3324.  3336  Prospect  of  the  cable 

being  taken  to  Adam  Bay,  as  a  newer  point  than  the  head  of  the  Chdr  of  Carpentaria, 
ih.  3300. 

Immense  value  of  the  trade  of  Australia,  besides  which  there  is  the  larga  bullion 
export,  the  whole  bdng  interested  in  telegraphic  commnntcation  with  the  East  and  with 

England,  Gislarne  33o3-3;{o7.  3;t;7-333o   Expediency  of  the  Admiralty  being 

called  upon  to  take  soundings  between  the  eastern  end  oi  Java  and  the  n<<rthem  coast 
of  Australia;  willinrcncssof  Oie Dutch  Government  to  aid,  ib.  3312,  3313. 3339-3340 
Conclusion  as  to  the  necesnily  and  expediency  of  pecuniary  aid  from  the  Treasury  in 
order  to  induce  private  enteiprisc  to  undertake  an  extended  comiuunication  by  telegra{A 
from  Rangoon  to  Australia,  ib.  3314-3319. 

Similar  distance  and  cost  between  Singapore  and  the  nortli  coast  of  Australia,  as 

between  Rangoon  and  Singapore,  <?i*Aomc  3321  Grreat  political  importance  of  direct 

telegraphic  commnnicatioa  between  this  country  and  Australia,  and  New  Zealand,  ib. 

3331, 3332  Economy  by  taking  a  cable  to  Adam  Bay  as  being  a  nearer  point  in 

Anstndia  than  the  head  of  the  Gnlf  cf  Corpenfaria,  A.  3334,  3335  Statement  as  to 
the  British  Treasury  or  the  India  Office  not  being  called  upon  for  any  aid  to  a  line 
from  Singapore  to  Java,  or  from  Java  to  Australia,  if  they  would  only  contribute  to  & 
line  hwfk  Kmgoon  to  Smgapore,  A.  3347-3349. 

Kvidence  as  to  the  great  importance  of  telegraphic  communication  between  Australtn 
and  India,  China,  Sac,  so  as  to  prevent  the  great  loss  now  incurred  by  shipping  in  seek* 
ing  for  cargoes  homewards,  Avalf  341 303436  'Receipt  by  witness  of  news  from 

Sydney  bv  telegraph  from  Rangoon  in  tATcnly-tiv-::  dnv",  ?^  34^4,  34-0  Great  advan- 
tage of  direct  communication  between  Australia  anu  i'.ugiand,  iurejj;ard  to  sending  orders 

home,  ib.  3435,  3436  Extensive  use  made  of  the  existing  telegraph  vid  Rangoon  ; 

inference  as  to  the  large  recci])ts  to  be  derived  from  an  extended  system,  ib.  3438-344O. 

Return  of  the  computed  value  of  imports  from  tbe  Australian  Colonies  into  the 

United  Kingdom  in  the  year  1865,  Affm  {37  Return  of  tbe  declared  value  of 

British  and  Irish  produce  and  maon&ctuies  exported  to  Australia  firom  the  United  King^ 
doro  in  the  same  year,  ih,  ' 

Sundry  statistics  and  papers  laid  before  the  Committee  by  Mr.  CKstMme  in  elucidation 
and  support  of  his  scheme  for  telegraphic  commniucation  from  Rangoon  to  Singapore 
and  hence  to  Atistralia,  App.  632-640-— SammaiT  of  the  foreign  and  local  trade  and 
shipping  of  Ausiiralia  whicu  it  IS  cakuloled  wOl  nMkke  ttie  «f  the  propoeed  telegiapli  vId 

Singapore,  il).  *j32-635. 

Abstract  iitateaiLiit  submitted  by  Mr.  Forde  in  explanation  of  his  scheme  of  tele- 
graphic extension,  App,  641  Hap  ilioatiating  the  lonta  of  tiie  pvopoaed  extension  to 

Australia,  App.  (157. 

Reference  by  tbe  Committee  to  the  immense  trade  of  tiiis  country  with  Australia,  and 
inference  as  to  the  importance  of  telegmphic  communication  with  that  colony.  Rep.  iii, 
xvi— 'WiUingneas  of  tlic  colonies  to  coatribata  a  guarantee  to  tbe  extent  of  35,0004 
per  annum,  towards  securing  s>.  telegraphic  connexion  between  Anstrslia  and  the  Indian 

system  at  Riinyoon,  ih.  xiv  (J'>ncUisioa  of  iKp  Committee  as  ti)  the  entire  practica- 

lulity  of  a  telegraphic  line  between  Rangoon,  6iiigapore,  and  the  Australian  Colonies,  ib, 
-——Neither  the  depths  of  water  nor  tbe  distances  between  one  station  and  another 
present  r^ny  difR>  nity  a-  regards  the oonstroction  of  a  line  between  Rangoon,  Singapoi^ 

and  tiie  Australian  Colonics,  ib. 

See  aho  C!I6m^  S.      Simjapon,  2, 
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Report, 


^«oca,"  7Ae.  Statement  of  the  tonmge  and  hone-poww  of  this  veaad  of  Peimiwular 

and  Orieatal  Company,  Ajf.  569. 


B. 

Sagdad  and  Fao  Telegraph.  Circunisinnce  of  no  arrangement  having'  yet  been  made  for 
tlie  ip-imburseuieiit  ol  the  British  Goveruuietit  by  the  Porte  in  re-pect  of  the  line  from 

!Ba.;d:ui  !o  Fao,  lliornton  12754-2756  Doubt  as  to  the  relativR  working  of  the  Bagdad 

and  Fao  whicli  is  under  the  general  superintendence  of  Colonel  Keraball,  and  of  tbo 
line  between  Bagdad  and  Constantinople,  which  is  entirely  under  Turkish  superinteiip 
deooe,  ib.  ft757-«759-  Stt  alio  LidihEitroptM  IW^gropft.  IMceg. 

Bailey,  B.  C.    Letter  from  Mr.  Bailey,  as  deputy  snperintendent  of  telegraphs,  East  Coast 
Cinlc,  Tiulia,  datr!         ^\^y  1861,  relative  to  the amendoientB desirable  in  the  staff 
of  the  deparloient,  App.  464"'457' 
Letter  from  Mr.  Bailey  to  the  Director  General  of  Telegraphs,  dated  iSth  September 

1864,  nttributinp:  the  bad  working  of  the  telegraph  department  to  six  different  causes,  and 
offering  suggestions  for  putting  the  lines  and  offices  in  efficient  working  order,  App.  49B- 

Information  supplied  by  Mr.  Bailey,  as  Officiatinj^  Director  of  Tj!' jraplis,  Western 
Division,  November  relative  to  the  line  between  Bombay  and  Kurruchee,  860  miles 
in  length,  the  improveflMiitB  efieotod  in  its  woddng^  and  the  further  improTementa  re- 
quired, App.  446,  447. 

**Baroda,"  Tht,  The  *'  Baroda"  thouhi  be  able  to  do  at  least  ten  knoU  an  hour,  Samuda 

Tonnage  and  hone  power  of  the  "  Baroda,"  one  of  the  Indian  mail  packets*  4kP-  6^* 

Batavia  (Pmt^  S»mes)m  Absence  of  any  contract  betweea  witness's  companj  and  tfie 
Daich  Ooremment  io  tegard  to  the  postal  service  to  Batavi%  Houtdl  1369-1379, 

JBModSs  (2Ui|gny^  QwwwiiricwHw*).  See  Jkiw. 

"  Behar"  The.    Statement  uf  the  tonnage  and  hone  power  of  this  vessel  of  the  Peoioanlar 

aiid  Oriental  Company,  App.  569. 

Belg^van.  Reference  to  the  arrangement  between  the  Post  Office  and  the  Belgian  Govern- 
uient  ftr  the  nee  bgr  the  former  of  the  boats  from  Belgium,  AKf  3o8-3ie. 

Belgrade  {Telegraphic  Route).    Belief  as  to  the  Belgrade  service  being  very  well  performed, 

iwr  J'  Carmichael  775  Impreaabo  that  the  une  from  Constantinople  to  Belgrade  is 

wotkbg  very  well,  Grtener  igso,  igsi. 

Return  of  messages  received  from  India  by  tiie  Eleetrio  and  InterMtional  Telegraph 

Company  in  March  and  April  186^,  via  BelgndBf  showing  the  time  oocapied  iatna 
transmission  of  each  message,  App.  540-555. 

Preference  always  given  by  the  Submarine  Telegraph  Company  to  the  Belgrade  routs, 
fiStvalso  2Vir%. 

Benares.   Facility  of  mail  oommmucation  with  Benares  1^  w^of  Bombay  as  compared 

with  Calcutta,  Rep.  v,  vi. 

Bengal  Chnmher  of  Commerce.  Exceptions  taken  to  the  strong  condemnation  by  the 
Bengal  Cliataber  of  Comaierce  in  iBbi  of  tlie  working  of  the  Government  telegraph 
eystem,  ThomUm  2693. 

Communication  from  the  Bengal  Chamber  of  Commerce  to  the  Government  of  India, 
dated  14th  August  1861,  with  reference  to  the  deficient  working  of  the  telegraph  in 
India^  aiid  the  amendments  mquired,  Jpp.  41^  4«a 

Communications  from  tlie  secretary  to  tlie  Bentral  Chamber  of  Commerce  to  the 
Government  of  India,  dated  4th  and  21st  March  1865,  in  support  of  the  proposition  for 
n  weekly  mail  service  to  Bombay,  Jpp.  s^,  S84. 

BSstett,  J.  T.  Letter  from  Mr.  Bliasett,  as  Dspoty  Soperiniendent  of  Telegraphs,  Madras 
Circle,  dated  22nd  June  1861,  submitting  suggestians  rdallve  to  the  fatm«  staff  of  the 

telegraph  department,  App.  4^-461. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Blissett  to  the  Director  General  of  Telegraphs,  dated  Bangalore, 
gtb  September  1864,  submitting  suggestioos  for  the  improvement  of  the  eonstitntion  of 

the  department,  App,  497,  498. 
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BOMB  A  Y. 


h  FmaU  Poste/  SSsrefee  hetvteit  Sua  oad  Bmi^.t 

1.  Costoffho  Service. 

2.  Wav  ill  whicli  performs d. 

II.  Question  of  a  Wttkiy  Muii  to  and  from  liidiOf  vi4  Boa^ojf: 

1.  ETidenoe  ae  to  the  imimrtenee  ot'  a  Wedcty  Hail  to  Bombay. 

9*  l^po»>!iion  niadc  Hy  Mr.  Knigiit,  in  1805,  (ot  an  addiCioDal  Fittt- 

aigbtl^  Ser\  ice  betw«;ea  Boiubay  and  Suez. 
9.  Propeeition  by  thr  Bombay  and  Bengal  Steam  Ship  Compaoy,  ia 

1866,  for  an  additional  Fortuighily  SeiA'ice. 
4.  Plan  sobniitteH  some  few  years  since  by  Mr.  Rennie. 
A.  Explanations  on  thi-  p;irt  of  \.\\f^  IN  iiiusiilar  and -Oriental  CompMiy  in 

coaoactiau  wilit  the  proposed  Service. 
8.  InervMed  Coot  of  a  Weekly  Mail  lo  Bofobay,  ta  coiupw«d  wMl  Ihe 

exij-liiiL'  arnn-jenaent*. 

7.  Sugge^tious  by  Mr.  Samiida,  in  regard  to  the  performance  of  a 

Weekly  Servicf. 

8.  Qui-tion  nf  an  )n<-re»sc  «>f  Poatage  as  m  CDndttioQ  of  the  catabUab- 

ment  of  a  Weekly  Mail. 

9.  Corrfspon<ienct'  itiid  Papers  explanatory  of  the  part  taken  in  the 

luatter  bv  the  Puei  OtEce,  the  IndiaatCjovematetit,  the  lodia  O  iBoei» 
and  the  TVenary; 
10.  Concivsiona  »ind  TTf  c  nmifttdirtinnii  of  ihr  riwiiMiHiM 

III.  Telegraphic  Commxmicatinn : 

1.  Kurracliee  and  Bombay. 
9.  London  and  Bombay. 
9.  Bombay  aatlQilaatta. 

i.  Pmrvt  Postal  Service  Mwtm  SmtZ  mi  Bcmkuft 

\.  Ctist  of  the  Service  ; 

Exceedingly  low  rale  of  puynjent  per  mile  for  (he  Bonib.y  service  ;  the  lot.ii  ajinur.L 

paymf'nt  being  48,000      HovkU  1255-1257  Ftirtln  r  rcfLrciKC  to  the  subsidy  for  the 

Beauba*  coabvot,  aa  being  only  48,000/.  inatead  f^^fiOoL,  a»  according  to  a-oaatakr 
retum  befom  the  Conuni'ttee,  ti'.  >3ot-i3Q8-~— Inewaiod  expanw  Ibr  eoala,  and  graalar 
difficalty  of  navigation,  belween  Suez  am!  Bombay  than  on  this  side  of  Alcvandrra,  ii» 

1404-1407^  Mud)  gieaier  difficuUy  and  exp<  one  uf  vidualling  eastward  of  Suez  than 

bttween  Sondiampion  and  Alexandria,  tb.  1417,  1418. 

Witness  snbi:  ''  at  a  certain  (-timate  prepared  by  the  Poet  Office,  relative  to  th« 
eoet  of  the  Bombay  sfrvice,  is  roughly  accurate,  though  queationed  by  Mr.  HotveJI, 

Chiiii^/Mt  1840-1644. 

lion  tiiat  the  il  shIv  (or  the  Bombay  aervi  e  is  pi lu  tically  eubauced,  Lo  the 
aaoaount  of  30,000  /.  »-year  by  the  t«*iot;  of  coal  tbroueb  iihe  dimiaiahed  rate  <>£  apeed« 
Knight  ft307-«3o9.  931a  ^Eatimate  of  %yi09^L  a»  the  aaaonnC  of  the  enlnidy  tor  the 

Bombay  contrnct,  the  mileajje  rate  being  6  s.  1  d.,  ih.  2310,  2311. 

Evidence  showing  that  the  coat  of  the  Bombay  service  ia  strictly  only  3<.  7<^.  a  miJe, 
instead  of  4«.  fid.  according  to  Mr.  Chetwynd,  or  6 a.  according  to  fix.  Knight, 
HwmU  3093, 30S4. 

a.  Way  in  which  performed  : 

Very  good  time  kept  on  the  Bombay  line,  lieunie  408  Varying  time,  from  twenty- 

«ne  daya  to  iwtnty-Baven  days,  occupied  in  the  passage  from  Soes  to  Bombay^  Knight 
^iQ^'ov^Average  speed  uf  less  tha:n  mne  km  i'^  an  hour,  ih.  4G.1. 

Averace  rate  of  nine  and  a-balf  knots  an  hour  reouired  by  the  uootra«lL  for  the  service 
bctwoensuez and  Bombay,  Bowdt  1949-1 04 7  Perfamaace of  the  Bombay  aenriee 

in  something  less  ihan  ihc  eoulra  f   in     iVy.  14:9  Very  hic^h  spccri  required  at  the 

measured  miie,  in  order  to  secure  \  ii  Iwoota  between  Suez  and  Bombay,  ib.  14381  1433? 
Veiy  tare  instances  of  any  breakdown  of  ihe  vessels  betweai  BoniliMr  and  Snes^ 

£wght  2441-^443  Perforniunce  of  only  eight  and  a-half  knots  «n  the  Bombay  Viuf, 

in  1865,  instead  of  the  contract  rate  of  ten  knota,  iO.  250^-2508. 

Expl.iuaiiou  of  au  apparent  discrepancy  between  the  acttial   performance  on  the  Bne 

and  the  contract  time,  Howfll  3000-3004  Evidence  in  refuUtion  of  Mr.  Kuieht^'^ 

e«Btement  thai  the  fwsels  maiDtain  an  a»erage  speed  of  only  eight  and  a-JaH  kooSs  ao 

hoar,  16.  3000  Admission  aa  to  the  Company  hnving  aaen  diaaffpeiwiarl  «Mi-  the 

reauila  obtained  on  the  Bombay  lioe  for  the  lust  year  or  so,  ib.  30,59,  30^)0. 
fUtam  showios  tfic  antnal  dbfs  of  denartace  and  oC  acrival  of  the  mail  packcta  b^««ieca 
id  between  Bombay  and  8uei^  in  the  years  1804  end  tM$f  Aff^ 
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^OITB^  F— continued. 

I.  fresent  I*t>9tal  Semr/'  betmvn  Suez  attd  fftmhof  TflBtWIWii' 
3.  Way  tn  which  perfuiiued— conftnuee/. 

Thne  taU«  of  A»  in^ma  fiwi  Sun  t»  Bonbaf,  mai  ffom  BomlNy  tkifaM^  'ftr  the 

year  ii8Qi|,  Jljqk  «6-{!?i  A(toi  Ibrthe  year  iWSt  ->^5- 

Statement  showing  the  diatanoe  rnn  tnd  the  average  apeed  per  boor  between  Sua  nd 
Bombay  in  i!86iS,  il^.  Mik 

Tabular  statement  ofT'^tyage*  bAweeo  Suez  nnd  Booibt^  perfor>>icd  by  the  coiilfaet 
mail  padwU  during  the  years  1864  and  1865  ;  also,  suaWMWry  of  tUe  MMTIge  longtll  of 
paeaage  us  couipared  with  the  contract  time,  App.  564. 

II.  Queatim  of  a  Wetkfy  Mail  to  and  from  ludiOf  vi&  Bombay : 

1,  Svidence  aa  to  the  importanoe  of  u  Wedily  Mail  to  Bombay : 

Great  den'ire  of  the  Post  Office  for  the  esl.iblishiiicnt  oT  u  wni  kly  mail  with  Bombay, 

Hill  1 8a- 1^7  Great  tnc  eeae  of  postal  accommodatiou  to  the  public  by«  weekly  mail 

to  Bombay,  in  lieu  of  the  pnaent  aemee,  I'A.  n47Hi«f^ 

Neofissitv  (>i"iiiHkin2  Bo-Mhnv  tl\<>  chief  jKisial  port  of  InJia  in  connection  with  railway 

comiaumi  a^oo  to  Calcutta,  Madiaft,  Stc,  Hmyht  466-490  Statement  atioogly  in 

^ttonr  of  a  weekly  nail  ffam  London  to  Bombay,  Ntkan  8^3-825.  8^52-3^— ^Eips- 
diency  of  the  scn  ice  fr  in  Suez  to  Bouibiiy  being  rLiulorL-il  .  »  efficient  tts  poeaiU^  nod 
being  quite  independent  ol'  all  other  services,  Cooke  937,  938. 

Grant  ndmmtnge  if  them  were  a  woddy  mail  to  Bombay,  leniin^  London  on  t^iday, 

OimpW/ 1 006- 1 009  ;  Gladstone  1029-1038.1047-1049 — — Contomplafe  l  rtesj  iiu  li  if 
nlltht'  Indian  mails  tc>  Bombay,  10  bedisiribuipd  thence  l.y  railway,  it  there  were  a  weekly 
•errice,  GlaeUtone  1039-1041.  lOfi*  Aptiroval  of  Friday  as  the  day  for  despatching 
a  weekly  mail  to  India,  M'Mieking  I079-1081  ;  Green  1178,1179;  Bourdillon  2519, 
4520- — Importance  of  a  weekly  mail,  irreRpectively  of  tlie  question  of  improvemeut  in 
(he  telegraphic  wrviee,  Soiumit  1 124-1 12G.  1 133-1136. 

General  concurience  <»f  opinion  in  India  in  favour  of  Bombay  as  the  port  of  poa;al 

communicutiun  Ukth  this  country.  Knight  2354  Explauaiiou  tliut  there  will  so  ^n  be 

•«flc«ll«nt  dock  McommndmaoB  avnibble  nt  Bpinhay«  in.  A4B7>«48o. 

Views  of  the  Govt  iiimcnt  of  Tn  .ia  in  support  of  the  represenlationi  of  the  Director 
General  of  the  Pu^t  O.i  (  e  m  India  as  to  the  iai|ioitanee  of  a  weekly  m  ul  to  Bombay, 
nnd  the  m^ustict-  m  »nch  cmv  uf  chnrgif  ihe  Indinn  nwentten  with  any  portion  of  the 
service  vta  Guile,  JiourdUUm  SfiM-AJM?*  a^i-gfiSB  '  Long  period  for  whioh  the 
Indian  Govenunsnt  hare  been  in  favom-  m  a  weekly  mail  to  Bombay,  ib.  3518. 

Memorial  from  the  Glasgow  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  favour  of  a  weekly  aunl  betlMon 
Snea  an'l  Bombay,  in  lien  of  the  analinp  aervioe  vid  Gaile,  App.  844. 

H.  Pr  ipur<:tiuii  :i<ade  by  Mi.  Kniihi  in  1886  for  an  additional  Fortnightly 
Serv  ce  between  Bombay  and  Suez: 

Explanation  in  connection  with  a  proposition  made  by  witness  to  the  Poet  Office  in 

March  iBH-,,  upon  the  suhjtct  of  a  fortnightly  mail  s-.  i  viro  !)etween  Bombay  and  Suez, 
by  nn  in(ic|)t  lulent  Company  in  India,  for  the  sake  of  the  ocean  postage,  Knight  466, 

Vt);  Further  statement  as  to  competent  patties  bei ug  fully  pvefpaied  to  undendce 

a  fortnichily  s-erv  ce  from  Bombay  to  Stiez,  in  return  for  the  ocean  postage;  ihut  is,  at 
ihe  present  rait;  of  spetjd,  ib.  2314-231(1.  2324,  2325.  2338-3340.  2359-S372.  2437-2440. 

S.  Proposition  by  the  Bombay  and  Bengal  Stvam  Ship  Compattyt  in  1B66, 

for  an  ndd'tional  Fortni.;htly  Service  : 

Inlormation  relative  to  an  oHer  by  the  Bombay  and  Bengal  Company  to  perform  a 
fortnightly  eernce  tnm  Snaa  to  Botnbny  fan  44,000  n  yenr,  afii-.ag9. 

Refercncr-  to  certain  official  corrcspoticlence  recently  between  (he  Government  of 
Bombay  and  the  Si-creiar)'  t^f  Suic  for  iiut'a  with  reference  to  a  jiroposal  on  behalf  of 
the  Bombay  and  Bengal  Steam  Ship  Company  to  eariy  two  additional  mails  monthly 

between  rn/mbay  and  Su;  /.,  fioitrdilfon  2531,  '?5?2. 

Copy  of  lender  by  Messrs.  ,':»ttarn8,  lioban  &  Co.,  on  behalf  of  the  Bombay  and 
Bengal  Company,  dated  12th  Janaary  1866,  <br  two  additional  mail  eerricea  momOdy 
between  Suez  and  Buinbay  for  20,000  rupees  a  month,  App.  ^03. 

Note  bv  the  Director  General  of  Post  Offices  ia  India,  dated  sStli  January  1866, 
strongly  advocating  the  tttraiediate  acceptance  of  the  tender  of  Meters.  Steams  It  Hobar^ 

jlpp.  605. 

Letter  from  ihe  Bonibay  Government,  dated  37th  January  1 836,  strongly  recommend- 
ing that  (hr  tender  be  itt  onoe  aceeptad  provtaiooidly  fbr  a  year,  App.  60s. 

Statement  by  the  Si  crctmy  uf  State  in  letter  of  31st  March  186G,  that  he  i^  not  pre- 
loareJ  nt  present  to  sanctioa  the  proposal  made  on  behalf  of  the  Bombay  and  Bengal 
Company  for  two  additional  maits  noothly  beiwcsn  Snei  and  Bombay,  App.  60s. 
4ft8— J.  A  4  4,  Pktt 
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BOMBA  Y — continued. 

II.  QMtBtian,  of  a  Weehh/  Mail  to  and  from  India,  Tift  Bombay — continued. 
4.  Vhn  tabmHled  Mine  few  Tears  nneeliy  Mr.  Rende: 
Explanation  of  a  plan  submitted  by  witness  to  Sir  Charles  Trevelyan,  when  Finance 
Minister  in  India,  for  greatly  expediting  the  service  between  Eogtaod  and  India,  and  for 
a  weekly  semee  between  Soei  an^  Bombay^  Rennit  388-909. 

ft.  Explanations  on  the  part  of  the  PeniiuNiIw  and  (Menial  Company  in  cott- 

nection  with  the  proposed  Service; 

Application  made  to  witness's  Company  by  the  Post  Office  upon  the  question  of  a 
WMikly  aervioe  to  India  in  lien  of  torn  services  per  month,  Mowell  1359,  ig6o    ■'  Offiw 

by  the  Company  to  undertake  a  weekly  serrice,  or  fifly-two  voy^ea  instoad  of  ftNty^^ig^t 
for  an  addition  of  one-twelfth  to  the  subsidy,  ib.  1261,  1262. 

Due  eonsideralion  given  by  the  Company  to  the  question  of  a  weekly  mail  to  Bombay, 
the  fortnightly  mail  to  Calcutta  and  Madras  being;  dispensed  with ;  obstacles  to  this 

arrangement,  Howdl  1263-1278  Willingness  of  the  Company  further  to  consider 

tanna  for  tba  establishmant  <tf  a  weekly  mail  to  Bombay,  tft.  ia7i. 

Calculation  showing  that  there  would,  on  the  whole,  be  a  diminution  of  178,698  miles 
by  making  certain  alterations  in  the  present  services  to  India,  China,  and  Australta, 
indndtng  a  wedily  sernoe  brtween  Sues  and  Bombay,  HomU  1447-1459. 

Objf  '  'i  'Hs  urged  by  TVIr.  "Ritchie  on  the  part  of  the  Peninsul  u  i  yd  Oiieutal  Company 
in  December  i860,  a^nst  the  proposal  Tor  a  weekly  mail  to  Bontbay,  to  embrace  also 
Cakntta  and  Ma^baa  ny  meens  of  a  weekly  serriee  OTerland  from  Bombay,  Afp,  a34- 

236. 

Proposition  ou  tlie  part  of  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company,  dated  Bombay  30th 
May  1865,  for  an  additional  fortnightly  serriee  between  England  and  Bombay,  ander 

certain  condition'*,  Apjj.  -287. 

Statement  showingtbe  mil(».ge  involved  in  a  weekly  mail  (o  India,  vid  Bombay,  and  a 
fortnightly  mail  to  C!bina  ftvm  Saex,  Jpp.  565— ^Mileige  table  of  a  weekly  ser^oe  to 
Bombay,  and  a  weddy  mail  to  China,  vi&  Bombay  and  Cucutia  alternately,  t^. 

6.  Increased  Cost  of  a  Weeldy  Ibul  to  Bombay  as  oompaved  with  the  Eiis^ 

ing  Arrangements : 

O0br  by  the  Peninsnbr  and  Oriental  Company  to  perform  two  more  serrioea  in  die 

calendar  month  between  Suez  and  Bombay  for  an  additional  sul)sidy  of  6o,OOo/.,  HiU 

187.  196-198  Heasons  for  a  much  larger  charge  lor  a  weekly  service  to  Bombay  than 

for  the  present  fortnightly  service  to  Bonrfmr,  Madras,  and  Calcutta,  though  the  latter 

involTea  a  greater  mileae^  ib.  187-201  Data  for  calculating  that  the  net  addttiooal 

cost  of  a  weekly  mail  to  oombay  would  be  30,000!  a  year,  ib.  294-297. 

Statement  on  the  part  of  the  Peoifisular  and  Oriental  Company  in  February  1865,  as 
to  the  large  increase  of  expense  involved  in  a  weekly  mail  from  England  in  lien  of  a  mail 

four  times  a  month,  App.  274-276. 

7.  Suggestions  by  Mr.  Samuda  in  regard  to  the  Performance  of  a  Weekly 

Service : 

Calculation  that  a  speed  of  eleven  knots  an  hour  instead  of  nine-and-a-half  knots  for  a 
weekly  service  between  Bombay  and  Suez,  would  involve  an  iucreabcd  expense  of  27,300  U 
a-year  for  coal,  Samuda  2949  Proposed  construction  of  five  new  ships  wliicli,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  "  Simla  "  should  suffice  for  a  weekly  serriee  on  the  Indian  side  at  the  rate  of 
deven  Isnots;  seven  vessels  on  tins  line  vronld  however  be  better,  ib.  2955-2957.  2989 
^—Allowance  made  by  witness  for  lower  speed  during;  the  monsooti  in  calculatitig  upon 

an  average  of  eleven  knots,  ib.  2974-2978  Objection  to  vessels  of  les^  than  2,ooo 

tone  m  oner  to  obtain  inBA-and«a-half  or  ten  knots  an  hour  in  the  eastern  seas  for  long 

dutances,  ih.  ^2979-2988  Impossibility  of  vessels  of  1,560  tons,  and  450  horse-power, 

maintaining  a  speed  of  twelve-and-a-half  knots  an  hour,  without  stopping  at  Aden,  ib. 

8.  Question  of  an  Increase  of  Poataee  as  a  condition  of  the  Establishment  of 

a  Weekly  Mail: 

Conclusion  arrived  at  by  the  Post  Office  that  a  weekly  nr.iil  to  India  misjlit  be  esta- 
blished if  the  postage  were  raiaed  from  6d.  to  IS.,  the  Indian  Government  and  Sir  Charles 

Wood  having  however  sironsrly  objected  to  stieii  increase,  JSSilf  S05-21 7  Approval  by 

the  Trca^'ury  of  the  prrposed  weekly  mail,  piovidi^  the  Indisn  GovemoMnt  woald  pay 

the  inercuscti  cliaTire,  i/j.  205.  218-226. 

Decided  diB<:eat  from  the  views  of  the  Post  Office  authorities  that  the  rate  of  postage 
minft  be  doubled  in  order  to  make  up  the  increased  OOit  of  a  weekly  service,  NtbtH  8ft6- 
8t8^— Araument  as  to  the  unfairness  of  refusing  ft  weekly  mail  to  Bombay,  on  the 
ground  of  the  India  Office  not  cooseuting  to  an  increased  late  of  postage,  Knighf  -7. 

Objection  by  the  Treasury  to  a  weekly  mail  on  the  gioand  only  of  the  in  <  i  •  o^t, 
BourdiUm  a5«4-35a6— ~Uircttmstanoe  of  the  Treaswy  haTiog  intiroated  in  December 
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BOMBA  r— continued. 

IL  Question  of  a  Weekfy  Mail  to  and  from  India  ^  vi&  ^om&ay— continued. 
8.  Question  of  an  incFpam  of  Pottage,  &c. — CfmUiuud, 
last  tliut  thty  sliould  not  fiirthf  r  [)re!)3  th»  question  of  increftiMd  rates  of  postage  as  a 

condition  of  a  weekly  mail,  Boiud'illon  iTifyi. 

Views  expressed  by  the  Pu-t  Otrue  in  Novi^mhcr  1862  an'i  1863  aa  to  the  expediency 
of  raising  the  postnge  from  6<^.  to  is.  on  each  hall-ounco  letter  between  England  and 

India  in  connection  witli  ;i  weekly  mail  I0  Bombay,  App.  271,  272  Furthetv 

atatement  by  the  Post  Ofiico  in  May  1863  in  regard  to  the  Indian  authorities  being 
movcii  to  consent  to  an  int  reage  of  j.ostnge  in  connection  with  t')e  contemplated  eata- 

blishnieot  of  a  weelcly  mail  to  Bumbny,  ib.  -272,  273  Further  communication  from 

tbe  PoKt  Office  to  the  India  OiBce,  in  May  1 865,  urging  the  Ndoption  of  etcpa  ftr 
obtaining  the  consent  of  tlie  India  Gov<  rnment  to  the  proposed  augmentalioil  of  tho 
passage  in  connection  witii  h  weekly  mail,  ib.  276,  277. 

CSommnnication  from  die  India  Office  to  the  Pnst  OfRce,  date<1  ajrd  «Tune  1865,  in 

support  ol  .1  weekly  mail  lo  Bombay,  but  objecting  to  an  increase  of  posti'^e  as  a  neces- 
sary condition  of  such  mail  bein'i  established,  A]yp.  278,  C79  Objections  by  the  Go- 

wemnaentof  India  in  commnnication,  dated  1  7th  April  t  H65,  to  an  increase  of  the  minimum 
charge  to        ib.  279,  ^8n— - — Objections  further  urged  by  tbe  India  OHUf.^  in  June  and 
October  1865  "gait>st  the  suggested  increase  of  postage  in  connection  uith  a  weekly  mail, 
S79.  a86. 

Exceptions  further  taken  by  tlic  Indian  Post  Office  to  tbopropoeetl  increase  ofpoatage 

in  connection  with  a  weekly  mail,  App.  280-283. 

Further  communicatbn  from  the  Post  Office,  dated  14th  July  1865,  as  to  the  objection 
to  a  weekly  mail  for  Bombay,  on  the  score  of  cosi^  anless  the  rates  of  postsga  be  iacreasedf 

A^.  284-286. 

Letter  from  the  Postmaster  General  10  the  TVeasnry,  dated  16th  November  1865,  sub- 

iiii>;inij  certnin  corresprjndcncc  b(-t*ve'.'n  tlie  Post  Offit:e  and  the  India  Office,  and  uif^ing 
4  he  expe«liency  ot  an  increase  of  postage  as  tbe  condition  of  iucurring  increased  cost  in 
respect  of  a  weekly  mail  to  Bombay,  App.  S89, 990. 

Communication  from  tlie  Treasury  to  tbe  Post  Office,  dated  14th  December  1^65, 
objecting  to  the  expense  involved  in  the  establishment  of  a  weekly  mail  service  to  Bombay, 
if  unaccompanied  with  an  advance  in  the  postage,  unless  the  Government  of  India  sboald 
think  fit  to  defmy  the  entire  amount  of  the  inervased  cost  of  such  service,  App.  agi. 

0.  CJorrespon (fence  and  Papers  expbmatory  of  the  ))art  taken  in  the  matter  by 
the  Posi  Odice,  the  Indian  Goveiumciu,  Uie  India  ORice,  and  the 
Tieemry : 

Copies  of  correspondence,  commencinc;  in  October  i  8t)0  !  rmlinLr  in  December  i865> 
relative  tu  the  proposed  weekly  mail  hctwceu  the  United  Kuigciom  and  Bombay,  App- 
931  €t  seq. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Melville  -o  tbe  sccrrtary  to  the  Post  Office,  in  October  i860,  (ipress- 
ing  the  concurrence  of  Sir  Charles  Wood  in  the  opinion  of  the  Goremmeni  <jf  India,  as  to 
the  ii'.ipiiriunce  uf  tbe  estal)li>hmeirt  as  soon  as  possible  of  a  wcekly  postal  comnmoieep 

tion  Ijftweeu  England  ijnd  Bombay.  App.  231 

Coninumicatioii  fioai  the  Go\ eminent  ot  India  to  tbe  Secretary  of  State  for  India, 
dated  31st  August  i860,  in  support  of  a  letter  from  tbe  Director  General  of  the  Post 
Office  in  India,  in  favour  of  a  weekly  mail  to  Boiiibay,  and  of  tbe  diseontinuance  of  the 
vi&  Gall^  to  Madias  and  Calcutta,  App.  23 1 ,  232. 

Letter  from  the  Director  General  of  the  Indian  Post  Office,  dated  34th  April  i860, 
explanatory  of  bisTmws  in  support  of  the  establishment  of  a  weekly  mail,  the  mail  to 
Oalcatta  and  Madias  being  at  the  same  time  discontinued,  App.  232,  23:^. 

Father  cotnmnnieatton  from  the  Government  of  India,  dated  2Sth  June  i86t,  in 
nuppori  of  farther  report  by  Mr.  K.iddell»  advocating  a  weekly  mail  to  Bombay,  Ajp, 
«4i-243. 

Furtlier  statement  by  Mr.  ttiddell  dated  igtb  April  1861  in  support  of  the  proposition  for 

a  weekly  mail  to  Bomi  ay  and  thence  overland  lo  Madras  and  Calcutta,  App.  e.f  >,  244. 

Correspondence  in  l8t>i  and  1862  upon  the  subject  of  a  8^rv^ce  four  times  a  month  to 
Bombay  m  lieu  of  tbe  proposed  weekly  service ;  also  forms  of  tender  for  the  two  additional 

services  monthly  from  Aden  to  Bombay,  App.  244  et  teq. 

Correspondence  in  1865  upon  the  question  of  tbe  mails  being  despatched  every  Friday 
histead  m  only  four  times  a  month,  App.  273-291. 

Further  communications  Irom  the  Government  of  India  and  tho  'Director  General  of 
the  Post  Office  in  India,  in  February^  April,  and  June  1865,  in  support  of  the  establish- 
ment of  a  wedcly  mail,  App.  278-881. 

Repetition  by  the  Indiatt  Office  in  letter  of  5th  October  1865  of  former  lepresentatione  as 
to  the  great  impoartance  oommarctally  of  a  weekly  mail  to  Bombay,  Afp*  ft86. 
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jBoMBA  V — continued. 

II.  QmutuM  of  a  W§eh!tg  Mail  to  audfroai  India,  \\k  Bombay— coutXaw^. 
9.  Correspondenoe  and  Papers,  kti—emiHimtd. 

Report  I'V  the  Postniastr-r  General  of  Pombay  dated  Md  Jam  i865»  iipoii thfi  Qwaatloii 

of  an  addiiiunal  lortni'^^htiy  aervict-,  App.  288. 

Letter  from  the  Governor  General  in  Council  lu  the  Secretary  of  Slate  for  India,  dated 
22n  l  Febiiiai  v  iHiifl,  urging  the  adoptiun  of  some  nrrangemeut  whereby  India  may 
obtain  the  great  adv^antage  oif  a  weekly  mail  to  Bombay  without  being  oompelkd  ai  the 
•ame  time  to  pay  part  of  the  expense  of  roaintahiinf  another  line  of  oommusMcatioD 

which  is  no  l«)nger  t<f  any  serviix  to  India,  App.  599. 

Further  conimtinicatitin  from  the  Director  General  of  the  Poet  Office  of  India,  dated 
igth  February  1866  relative  to  the  expediency  of  the  immediate  estnblishment  oT  a 

weekly  service  bftwecn  Suez  atu!  1m  nibav,  App.  6oo-no-!  Conclusion  arrired  at  in 

Mr.  Riddells  letter  of  19th  February  1866  tliat  there  will  be  no  incFBaw  uf  expense 
provi<.'ed  the  service  between  Sues  and  India  is  exdnsifely  confined  to  Bombay,  ii, 
600,  601. 

Despatch*^  from  Lord  De  Grey  and  Kipon  to  the  Government  of  India,  dated  3i8t 
March  1866  end  May  1866,  declining  to  sanetian  tbe  proposal  for  two  addRioiMl  m^b 
monthly,  l<rt  vperi  Bombay  and  Sne^  pendinv  the  mqatrtea  by  tbe  preaent  Goniaitlee» 

App.  boa,  603. 

Gommnnicaiion  from  ihe  India  Office  to  tbe  Post  Office,  dated  5th  May  1(^66,  in 

whii  h  it  is  further  stilted  that  Lord  de  Grey  is  not  prejiarp  i  to  sanction  at  the  sole  ch:irge 
of  India  tlie  establishment  of  the  additional  steamers  required  between  Suez  and  Bombay 
for  a  weekly  service,  App.  603* 

Letter  from  tiip  Hombay  Government,  dated  27th  January  i860,  slronsrly  refommend 
ing  that  tbe  tender  of  Messrs.  Stearns,  Uubart  &  Co.  be  ai  oace  accepted  porisiooaUy 
for  a  year,  App,  603. 

>'ofo  by  the  Director  General  of  Post  Offices  in  India,  datrd  ^Gth  January  1 866, 
strongly  advocatine  tbe  immediate  acceptance  of  the  tender  of  Messrs.  Steam  4c  ilobart 
on  the  pait  of  tbe  Bombay  and  Bengal  Company,  App.  605. 

Offic  al  p  ipei-ii  and  corr' s;)on<l(jnce  of  tlie  I'ublic  W  »rka  Department  and  the  Post 
Office,  in  India,  in  September,  October  and  November  1865,  upon  the  question  of  exp^ 
ditinp  tbe  conveyance  of  tbe  mails  by  railway  to  Caleutta,  Ac.  in  coanexioa  with  n 

Wetkly  service  between  Suez  and  Bombay,  App.  606-612. 

Communication  from  Mr.  tiili  on  tbe  petrl  of  the  Pust  Office  to  ibe  India  Office, dated 
941b  May  1866,  justifying  the  course  of  action  of  the  former  department  m  regard  to 

the  (juestion  of  a  ncrkly  mail  to  Boinlnv,  .  lul  cli  u j^in;;  the  responsibility  I  i  tV\p.  matter 

upon  the  Ind; m  Government,  App.  U53  ArgumeuL  on  the  part  of  the  Post  Oiiice 

that  any  loss  to  accrue  from  the  proposed  service  lihould  fall  upon  tbe  Indian  Govern- 
ment, us  being  chiefly  attributable  to  the  o-»position  of  such  Government  to  even  a  lem- 
poraiy  increase  in  the  rate  of  postage,  U>. 

Gommnnieation  from  tbe  India  Office  to  tbe  Post  06Sce,  dated  12th  June  186G,  fur- 
ther nhjectin^  to  any  incro;i«(*  of  po^ta-^c  in  connexi"n  wuh  a  wrekly  niaii  to  B  ^luljay, 
and  di^scntinjj;  frutu  the  ^iew  that  uny  udditiutiai  exjicuse  sliuuid  fail  exclusively  upuii  the 
revenoea  of  India,  App*  6^, 

10.  Conclusions  and  Recommendationi  of  tfie  Ciomroittee  :  • 

Data  adduced  by  ihe  Committee  in  support  of  the  conclu^iiin  that  Rombay  is  fhc 
best  port  for  tbe  arr«val  and  departure  ut  the  uiaii>  butwcea  England  an  I  India,  Hep.  v. 

vi  Ivf  lnencu  to  the  views  expressed  by  the  Director  Gener.d  of  the  Post  Office  in 

India,  and  by  liie  Governor  General  in  iH6o,  in  favour  strongly  of  a  weekly  service  vi& 

Bomi  ay,  ib.  v-vit  Reference  also  to  the  o{^nion  of  the  Hoetmaster  General  in  July 

]8(;5  as  to  the  advantage  of  eubaliluting  for  the  present  postai  s  rvice  with  fnd  a  a 

wtikly  bfiviee  l;y  way  ol  Bombay  exclusively,  ib.  vi  Nuuieioiis  leading  mcrchaute 

and  hankers  in  London,  M mcliestcr,  and  Liverpool,  and  in  India,  from  whom|«p|iBSentA« 
ti  1  -  !<av('  hern  rt'(  <  ivcd  praying  that  a  weekly  mail  mijjht  be  established  between  Lioii> 
dun  ami  liombay,  ib.  vii. 

Dissent  from  the  view  of  the  Post  Office  that  whatever  additional  expense  might  be 
entailed  by  the  establi^fiiTifnt  of  a  weekly  mail  to  Bombay  should  b  *  b  irne  exclusively 

by  the  Indian  Govcrum' iit,  i?ty.'.  vi,  vii  Concurrence  in  the  view  of  the  ffidiaa 

aothorities  as  to  the  unfairness  of  the  loss  arising  Irom  a  weekly  mail  falling  upon  India 
ezclu«vely«t6.-~— Reference  to  the  willingness  expressed  by  tbe  Indian  Government, 
by  a  desp:itch  hi  February  1866  to  forward  ibe  estaUisbraent  of  a  weekly  mail  by 
accepting  the  responsibility  of  any  loss  that  may  thereby  be  incurred,  ib.  vii. 

Data  for  the  conclusion  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  tenders  shovid  be  invited  for  a 
weekly  rvicc  to  Bombay  alone,  Kep.  xv.;-*— Tbe  proposed  service  should  be  on  the 
fo  i[i  oi  III  <  xprtrs.<  service^  entirely  unconnectedy  to  the  easiwaed  of  Sa«i»  with  any 
other  mail  scrvtces*  t6. 
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BoUBAY—coattautd.  '•  . 

I  .  UL  Telegrtqthic  CommMmka^t' 

1.  KnnBchee  and  Bonbay  t 

'  Sundry  details  in  connerti  n  with  the  tlefertivc  fclesrapliic  ro  iimnnication  with  Biimbay, 
vi6  Karrachee,  the  delays  experienced,  and  tlic  amendments  required,  A^tUon  83^ 
844;  Gfi«i»  1199-1305;  GreenerigB'*  1958 j  JST.  Wiflfw  «077,  8078.  aog?,  ft0g8; 
Knight  24123-5.531. 

Evidence  in  explanation  of  the  improremeots  ulready  effected,  or  beiaa  effected*  ia  tiM 
'  line  to  Bombay;  lew  dday  now  ejcperianced  in  tba  traMoiiwiOa  mm  KitrnclMf 
>  Thvmton  2696;  Ruhmson  8843. .S869  e<  Mgr.;  J7.     I^'ottm  3119-3133;  3«i4-3Mi; 

'iGoWiroirf  3525-353 1.  ! 

2.  London  and  Bombay : 

fReinrn  of  menage*  lererred  frooi  Bombay  by  the  Eleetrie  aod  fntefmdaiMl  Telegraph 

Company  in  March,  and  fnnn  1st  to  iGth  Ayv\\,  iBGG,  Bliowing  the  rooto  by  vbichooi^ 
.  Teyed,  aud  the  time  titVjp.n  m  tratwmiwioti  to  London,  App.  640-555. 

fnaUwce*  of  quick  tmnaimnott  between  fionbar  and  lendoo,  in  die  eiee  of  t/qfot 
messi^et  teerived  by  tbe  SobmiRriae  Tdegraph  Company  in  Mweh  itnd  April,  Ajp* 
666. 

9.  Bombay  and  Calcutta : 

•  Opinion  as  tu  ibe  suffieieocy  of  one  hour,  instead  of  two  days,  for  the  transmission  of 

cacb  memge  between  Bombay  and  Calcutta.  Jford*  1808  Bxceedingly  irr^gidar 

woriting  of  tiie  line  between  Bombay  and  CalcuiUi,  caused  Twy  mocb  by  ibe  centratifation 

'  system,  and  the  necessity  of  ref.  rring  to  Calcutta  even  on  the  most  trivial  ui  itlers, 
H,  WuUm  3079-2082—. — -Messiiges  iior  Calcutta  aometiinei  pas*  Ihrougb  in  two  hofirs 
and  sometime*  take  three  weeks,  il.  ao8ow 

Opinion  that,  with  .•i[)ei  i.il  wiit  s,  ii  me^su'^o  should  not  occupy  m<»re  than  two  nr  three 

bouxs  between  Bombay  a.'td  Calcutta,  Adiey  'iiHj,  3i6*i  Vtriy  uusatiftfactory  working 

of  the  tekgnipU  between  Bombay  and  Calcutta,  Kn^ht  2433,  2434. 

Exaggerated  statement  by  Mr.  Walton  as  to  the  time  occupied  in  messages  between 

Bombay  and  Catcoita,  TAormton  2703,  2704  Tbe  system  of  ceotralisation  complained 

of  by  Mr,  Walioa  no  longer  exists,  li.  3703  Mia^nanagement  owing  to  which  10010 

messages  between  B<Mnb«y  and  Calcutta  have  been  many  days  on  tiie  route,  ib»  377^ 

•  ^779- 

See  also  Aden.  Ihitish  Indui  Simm  Navigation  Compajiy.  Coal  and  Coaling 
Arrangements.  Dock  Accoinmodatiou.  Kurrachee  and  Bombay.  Opium 
Messages,  Portia  and  Persian  Qui/  Cabie.  JS^ed  of  Maii  Pachet$.  Tek^ 
grupliie  CammitdeatliM  {India). 

'Somboy,  Baroda,  and  Omtral  JndUm  Bmkeay.   Retnrns  showing  ihe  expendilnre  of  the 

com))nny  in  Inrlia  ami  in  Eiiiil  uid  down  to  3  tst  I)t  i  cmber  1804,  in  respect  of  tbe  electric 
telegraph,  the  receipts  fur  mt-iisaj^es,  tbe  expenses  tor  working  and  maintenance,  aud  the 
nnmber  of  mile*  of  telegraph  fines  open  in  1863  and  1884,  App.  fiSfi.  6jfi. 

Bombay  and  Seujfal  Sieam$h^  Cbmpon^   See  BsmSay,  II,  9. 

Sombag  Chamber  of  Commerce.  Views  of  the  Bombay  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  1861, 
as  10  the  elKciency  on  the  whole  of  the  Government  telearaph  system,  Thornton  2693. 

Communication  from  the  Bombay  Chamber  of  Commerce  to  the  Government  of 
India,  dated  2,5ih  February  1861,  upon  tbe  subject  of  the  falsification  of  opium  messages 
sent  by  telegraph,  and  the  ezpMiieocy  of  amended  regulations  in  connectiun  with  &e 

telegraph  syiiteiu,  App,  413. 

Statement  Ott  the  part  of  the  Chamber  of  Corametoeitt  Angust  1861,  as  to  thewoikiag 
of  the  Government  tel^iiaph  system,  and  the  improvement  required  in  the  staff,  Jjipi. 

418,419. 

Memorial  from  tbe  Chamber  of  Goouneroe  of  Bombay  to  die  Postmaster  General, 

dated  1 8th  April  18^5,  in  support  of  the  movement  ia  London  in  fiv otir  of  a  weekly 
mat!  to  Bombay,  and  urgmg  the  establishment  also  of  a  weekly  mail  from  ik>mbay,  App, 
«78. 

BmerdilUm,  Edvxird  D.    (An-dysis  of  his  Evidence).— Is  secretary  in  the  department  of  the 
India  Office  in  which  tbe  diarge  of  tfie  postal  sei-vice  is  includt^d,  2510— -^Submits  to 
.  tbe  Committee  certain  eorrespondenoe  in  1865,  between  the  India  Office  and  the  Post 

Offit  e  wit':  reference  to  the  Indian  Mull  Si  rvice;  ;ilso  letters  sincu  received  from  the 
GovLiuinent  oi  India  upon  the  subject  of  a  ^^eekI^raail  to  Bombay,  &«.,  2511-2515. 

2o3o-"63^  Views  of  the  Government  ot  India  m  suppon  of  the  lepMflentationa  of 

the  Director  General  of  the  Post  Office  in  India,  as  to  the  importance  of  a  weetly  mail 
'  to  Bombay,  and  the  injuntice  in  such  case  of  cl)arging  the  Indian  revenues  wi(|i  any 
portion  or  the  eerviceb  «M  Oalle,  S6M-^5I7<  36Si-«6<3* 
4*^1*  B«  Loiif 
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JSounSUm,  Edward  D.    (Analysis  of  hi*  E'ridmoty^-^tinued. 

Lnn^  period  for  wliit:h  the  Indian  Governnipnt  have  been  in  favour  of  a  weekly  tnaS 

to  lioiubay,  2518  Approval  of  Friday  as  the  day  for  the  despatch  of  a  weekly  mail, 

2519,2520  Objection  by  till'  Treiisiiry  to  a  we«;kly  mail  on  the  ground  only  of  th« 

increased  co&t,  2,^2^-2 -yiC'-  Pi'olcsi  by  tite  Ooveromeut  of  India  agaiast  the  arrange* 

ment  by  which  they  are  ct  .i.-id  with  one-hulf  of  the  cost  of  the  CEioftiwrice,  SfiftS. 
2645-2649- 

Official  cormpondence  rccciiily  between  the  OoT«nimcDt  of  Bombay  and  the  Secm- 
tary  of  State  for  India,  wttli  reference  to  a  proi>osa1  tin  behalf  of  the  Bombay  and  Bengal 

St<am  Ship  Company,  t)  <any  luo  iuldiiiunal  nmi!><  monthly  between  Bombay  and 

Suez.  9531,  2532  Particulars  ul'  tiie  pruposai  ol  tbe  Bombay  and  Bengal  Steam  Ship 

Company,  2533,  2534  Wii[in<;ness  of  tfie  British  India  Steam  Navigation.  Compaoy 

to  tender  f)ra  fortnightly  service  between  TJunibay  and  Suei,  2536. 

Recent  despatch  from  the  India  Office  to  the  Govemiueat  of  India,  referring  to  tbe 
anomalies  of  tbe  misting  arrangemrat.  and  the  expediency  of  eittending  means  of  oom- 

mnnication  on  fair  niid  equifnlsle  tcrm^.  •2537,  2f,:?8  Letier  from  tIi    India  Office  to 

the  Post  Odice,  dated  5th  May,  representing  the  importance  of  a  re-arrangement  of 
tbe  ]K)si.>l  service,  on  teini^  i;iir  and  equitable  as  between  India  and  this  couQiry,  2538 
WilltngDess  of  the  Indiiin  Govcmroent  to  pay  its  fair  unqportion  of  any  increued 
expense  necessary  in  perfecting  the  postal  communication  wiui  India,  2539-2,',44. 

Proposal  by  tlie  Indian  Government  that  the  service,  via  GalldtoOalcnttaand  Madrat, 
be  discontinued,  the  expense  incuiral  in  respect  thereof  beint;  avaiUble  towards  a  weekly 
mail  to  Bombay,  2539.  254 j— View  of  tbe  Indian  Government  that  they  should  he 

enti  ely  relieved  o\  the  present  ch;ii.:e  for  tlie  Cliina  mails,  and  should  be  allowed  tO 
make  their  owu  arrangem<  nts  for  the  correspondence  with  China,  2542-2550  Re- 
ferenee  to  the  intimatinn  by  the  Treasury  in  December  las^  that  they  should  not  fonher 

press  the  quts-tion  of  hiL-reiised  ratts  ofpoatage  as  a  condition  of  a  weekly  mail,  2551. 

RepreseotatiuD  by  the  Indian  Government  that  a  higher  speed  than  ten  knots  an  boor 
be  required  in  future  contracts,  9r>5«~-Opinion  of  the  Govemmmt  of  India  and  of  the 

Indian  Post  Office  in  favour  of  new  companies  being  allowed  to  compete  for  the  !5erTiee, 

a553-25f,6  Impreflsi<-n  that  the  India  Office  wa&  not  consulted  by  tbe  Post  Office 

with  reference  to  an  allied  contract  with  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Com|iMiy«o 
«7th  February  last,  2557,  2558. 

Brazil  ( Pmtal  Service).  The  Brazilian  service  is  now  self-supporting,  HUl  333*^— Ai^ 
ning|«meot  with  the  French  Qovemment  in  connection  with  tbe  French  and  En^th 
••rviees  to  Brotil,  Sb,  33D-34<. 

SrintUst  (Postal  Boute).    Ofti(  i,d  correspondence  relative  to  the  proposed  transmission  of 

the  Indinn  mnils  thront;]i  Italy,  viii  Brindisi,  ^np.  i^i,  et  tcq.  Distance  of  8;iO  loiles 

between  Bnndifii  an'i  Alnxandria,  ib.  296-— —Increased  gum  over  the  roate  by  way  oT 

Marseilles  when  the  railw;iy  i-<  opt  ued  irom  Ancona  to  Biindi>:i,  ih.  317-321. 

Dctenninatiun  of  the  Post  Office,  with  tl>k!  sanction  of  tlie  Treasury,  m  March,  to  wait 

until  the  completion  of  the  railway  to  Brindisi  befoie  diitnrbinig  the  ammgeinettta  for 

the  service  by  wsty  of  Marseilles,  App.  n*?:,  303. 

Further  considcraiioo,  tu  1864-1^6,  of  liie  proposition  for  sending  the  mails,  via  Brin- 

disi,  App.  324,  et  ieq.  Letter  from  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Peninsular  nwl  Oriental  Com« 

pony  to  the  Post  Omoe  in  September  1865,  upon  th«  question  of  the  company  submitting 
to  any  redaction  of  subsidy  if  Brindi«i  be  nibstitQfed  for  Ibrseilles  as  the  port  of  de> 
parture  for  Alexandria,  ib.  331,  332. 

Letter  nnd  report  of  Captain  Roberts,  commnnder  in  the  service  of  the  Peninsular  and 
Oriental  Company,  in  July  1S65,  adducing  several  oltjections  to  Brindisi  as  the  port  of 

departure  for  Alexandria,  Jpp.  332-335  riirticniars  supplied  by  Captnin  Roberts,  in 

cofloection  with  the  harbour,  &c.,tbe  want  of  dry  docks,  breakwaters,  and  other  improve- 
ments, 334-336. 

Further  letter  from  Captain  Rol)erts  September  1865,  with  reference  to  the  question 
of  substituting  Brindisi  ior  Marseilles,  App.  336,  337 — — Conela>'ions  of  Captain 
Roberts  as  to  flie  means  of  rendering  tbe  Brindin  route      most  expeditious  oommnnica- 

tion  between  London  and  Alexandria,  Ut.  336.  339-341. 

Communication  from  i&x,  i.  Nervegna,  dated  Brindisi,  sa  August  1865,  in  support  of 
ttn  adoption  of  ^  port  for  tbe  depnitnra  of  tl^iMil  padteta  for  Atexandria,  App.  337. 

Tabular  statoaient  prepared  by  Captain  Roberts,  showing  the  course  of  the  mail 
between  London  and  finndisi,  and  tbe  time  ueenpiedi  also  remark*  in  furtlier  expfamup 
tion  of  this  route,  App.  33^^-341. 

Copy  of  instructions  prepared  by  die  Post  Office,  in  February  1866,  for  the  guidance 
of  the  engineer  officer,  then  about  to  proceed  to  Italy,  with  re  r^r.rd  1 1  the  contemplated 
conveyance  of  the  mails  through  that  country  to  India,  China,  uud  Australia,  App.  341, 
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Brindisi  (Postal  Route) — continaed. 

Suggestion  by  the  Committee,  that  thft  contiDsency  of  the  Biindid  route  becoming 
available  at  some  futuis  time  ibottld  be  provided  for  in  any  eontinct  extends  over  a 

series  of  years,  Rep.  ix. 

British  and  Juistem  Steam  Navigation  Convpunj/.    Tender  submitted  by  this  company,  ia 
Act        tor  the  coaveyance  of  the  nmiia,  twice  a  month,  betmen  Bombay  vm  Aden, 

App.  262-264. 

Britith  India  Steam  Navigation  Company.  Reference  to  a  propoeition  made  by  witneee 
to  the  Post  Oflicr,  about  twelve  mootu  linee,  on  behalf  of  the  Britith  India  St««m 

Navigation  Conipany,  for  an  alternate  fortniijhily  service  to  Bombay,  upon  receipt  of  a 
aimilar  Kubeidy  to  that  of  the  Penin<tular  and  OrieuUl  Company,  Knight  466,  467 
Details  in  connection  with  this  propositiun,  ib.  2314-2316.  2338-2340.  S359-S373.  «437* 

2440.  ^4H-„  2480  Ability  of  1  he  British  Iiuiia  Ste.mi  Navi^iation Company  10  perform, 

with  their  present  ileut  a  fortnightly  Boiiibay  st^rvice,  at  the  speed  now  obtained,  tb.  2324, 
a3»a       Many  uf  the  veaselsof  the  company  arc  1,200  tons  burthen,  ti.  3ga6. 

Reference  to  tin;  wiltinunnBs  of  the  Briiisli  India  Ste  nu  Navic^tion  Company  tO  tender 
for  a  fortnightly  fetrvice  between  Bombay  and  Suez,  Bourdillon  2536. 

Brooks,  Rolurt,  {Member  of  the  Committee).  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Statement  as  to 
the  great  importance  of  trlL-graphic  i  oiniiiunic:ition  between  Austi  ilia  and  India,  Ciiina, 
ttc,,  in  order  to  prevent  the  great  I0&*  now  incurred  by  shipping,  in  seeking  for  cargoes 
Iibmeward.  3413-3436 —<—Gmt  advantage  also  of  difect  oommnnieatioo  between 

Ausiralia  and  England  in  regard,  to  sendmg  orders  home,  3435,  343^  Important 

&cility  in  the  matter  of  insurances  of  vessels  il  there  were  direct  telegraphic  communica- 
tion, 343(^  3437  Bxtenstve  a!>e  made  of  tlie  existing  tel^raph  via  Rangoon ;  inlbi^ 

ence  as  to  the  large  receipts  to  be  derived  from  an  extended  system,  343B-3440. 

Buttdtr  Abbas  {Ttl^nmhic  Commuriicatian).  Conteinnlated  extension  of  the  t«l«|;rapb 
firom  Ispahan  to  Bunoer  Abbas,  H.  ffaltonii  14— —This  would  make  a  contiaooos  land 

line  to  India,  ib. 

Advantages  of  a  tt'legraphic  line  connecting  Bunder  Abbas,  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
Persian  Gulph,  with  Ispahan,  Jiep.  xi.  xvt. 
See  also  Pertia,  kc.,  3. 

Bumah.  Considerable  physical  difficulty  of  construction  and  maintenance  of  the  Oovem*' 
meat  telegraphic  line  to  Burro&b»  Robuuon  S849. 

C. 

Calcutta : 

I.  Postal  Communication. 

S.  Tekgrapkk  QtmmmatUm, 

1.  Postal  Communication: 

Very  little  difference,  if  any,  in  the  cost  of  the  Indian  mail  service  \<\  ill  t  ontinniiu^  tl>e 

separate  service  to  Calcutta  and  Madras,  ^i7/  187.  igo.  198  StatcnHnu  that  as  regards 

Call utia  there  are  virtually  only  two  mails  a  month,  and  that  the  money  expended  for 
p»8(a)  ptirpoees  on  tbe  Madras  and  Calcutta  line  from  Aden  is  thrown  away,  Remw 

400-404  Loud  complaints  in  Citlentta  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  service  is  ner>- 

fonned  by  the  Peninyulai-  and  Oriental  Company,  ib.  405  Siatemeut  as  to  the  undnly 

low  speed  on  the  Calcutta  iine,  ib.  406-408.  4i8'4a8 — —Expediency  of  abolishing  tbe 
posiui  service  by  sea  to  Aladraa  and  Caleotta,  and  of  icndering  tbe  service  to  Bombay  as 
efficient  as  possible,  Knight  490. 

Probability  of  the  com^^y  still  going  to  Madras  and  Galcutta,  even  without  the  mails, 
MohmU  ia65«— Objections  to  the  Celcntta  sleamci*  joining  the  Bombay  Ifaie  at  Aden, 

fj.  1272,  1273_ 

Contemplated  abandonment  of  the  sepamte  sea  service  to  Madras  and  Calcutta  if  there 
were  a  weekly  mail  10  Bnmbsy,  more  especially  when  the  Lidian  railways  are  completed, 

Campbell  1002-1011  Pioposi!  by  the  Indian  Government  that  ii)u  service  via  Galle 

to  Calcutta  and  Madras  be  discontinued,  the  expense  incurred  in  respect  thereof  being 
availablB  towards  a  waiUy  mail  to  Bombay,  BmtrHUmt  9539^  •641* 

Ncrc?=tty  of  due  consideration  being"  pivi  n  to  the  importance  of  the  trade  of  ibc  com- 
panv  ou  I  be  Ime  vi&  Galle,  in  connection  with  any  plan  for  a  weekly  service  to  IJombay 
ckclttstvely,  Mowtil  3094*  3036. 

Return  showing  the  actual  days  of  departure  and  of  arrival  of  the  mail  packets  betWCM 
Suez  and  Calcutta  in  the  ^  ears  1864  and  1865,  App.  214-217. 

•Time  table  of  the  saffffieaftMaSnei  to  Calcntta  «nd  from  Calcutta  to  Suez  for  tbe 
year  1864,  Afp,  atS-ftSi— Also  tut  tbe  year  i66£,  it.  aaa-asj. 

49^— !•  s  3  StatenMDt 
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Calcutta— ctmitnuei^ . 

SttloMDt  sltowiB*!!'  ilie  total  diMimoB  ran  and  the  average  speed  per  boor  between 

Suez  and  Calcutlu  iu  1865,  App.  226. 

Letter  front  tbe  Director  General  of  the  Post  Office  in  India  dated  24  April  i860 
advocating  tbe  abanduutucDt  of  ibe  mail  senrioe  viiS  GaBe  to  Oilctttta,  App.  33*2,  233. 

Letter  fi  ni  Mr.  Ilitcliie,  siiperiiiletident  of  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company 'at 
BoniLay,  diited  ytli  D  l  eiul  ci  iSGo,  adduc  ng  sundry  objecUona  to  UwprO|wl<ortlia>» 

mining  the  luallti  io  Galculta  i-ict  liumbay,  App.  234-23(3. 

Further  commMnieatiooa  fieat  tlie  Diwelor  Ganenil  of  the  Post  Office  of  India,  and 
fruni  tlie  (imerniiunt  of  India,  in  1 861  j  in  auppoii of  n  Weekly  aertioe  to  Caleutla over> 

iand  iioni  Bombay,  App,  841 -^44. 

Btatanenr  of  tha  date*  of  dtspnteh  of  overland  maib  ftcm  Cateatta,  oil  Bombay  and 

,  <3al!e,  and  of  tbeir  receipt  in  London  vid  Marseilles,  App.  283. 

Resolotiuna  m  the  Public  VVorka  Department  in  India  in  September  1865,  with 
Kference  to  the  ronte  of  tronamianon  in  the  case  of  tbe  Calcultn  maib  overiand  hma 

Bombay,  App.  Qo^Sxo. 

Statement  in  letter  of  the  Director.  General  of  the  Post  Office  of  India,  dated  soth 
IJovcniber  1865.  as  to  the  line  from  Bombay  to  Calcotta,  p/dGal1e,  beintr  practically 

useless  lo  India,  App.  611,  612  Memorandum  by  i\1r.  Riddell  sliowiiiLT,  from 

D^ceulier         to  May  the  Icajrer  time  occupied  by  letters  trom  Calcutta  to 

London,  01^  tbe  Galle  route  tban  «/d  Bombay,  tft.  61 1. 

Memorial  from  the  Gl.isgow  Chamber  of  C  uiiinf  rci  in  favour  of  \\  wcc'I>ly  mail  to 
Bombay,  and  theuce  overland  to  Calcotta,  in  lieu  ol  tlie  present  arraogcments,  Aj^* 
644. 

Objections  cit*  d  by  the  Committee  agninst  the  dispatch  of  the  mails  by  sf^a  to  Calcutta, 

aa  compared  with  tbeir  trantuitsaion  vm  Bombay,  Ktp.  v,  vi  Coucluiiiua  that  the  time 

has  amveil  when  the  separate  Krvice  to  Calcutta  and  Madraa  should  be  dtfoontinued  m 
'  lavour  of  a  weekly  service  to  Bombay,  ift.  xv. 

2.  Telegraphic  Commujiication : 

Detaiiii  relative  to  the  very  defective  working  of  the  telef^raph  between  Bombay,  &c. 
and  Calcutta ;  greai  dispatch  feasible  if  the  ayptem  were  efficient,  Forde  1808;  JRT.  Wdtm 

2079-2082  ;  Adley  aiG-j,  21G8 ;  Knight  2^33,  "243-^- — -Stat  mcnts  as  to  the  undue  delay 
in  tlie  transbiiaiou  tf  tocisiiiiges ;  ii.sU.nccb  ot  this,  Furde  li^oB;  Walton  2oUo;  Adu^ 

Very  Utile  complaint  now  in  Calcutta  ulien  the  telegraphic  mcssa'j;es  are  sent  In  c  vplier, 

Robinson  2830  Exagueraied  characit  r  of  statements  as  to  the  tune  occupied  betweea 

Oalcntta  and  Kurrachee,  ib.  2843.  'Jg'i  i,   Witness  hopes  there  wiU  aoon  be  n 

double  wire,  properly  insnl  itr -  i,  iiom  Kurrachci:  (o  C.fl*  iitin,  ih.  •J8H3. 

In;pre8i>i<>n  as  to  il^e  average  time  now  occupied  b<  twecn  Kuirachte  and  Calcutta 
being  from  fifteen  to  ei^liteen  boora;  Colonel  Robinson,  houcver,  Is  a  better  authori^ 
on  this  point,  II.  J.  Walton  3169,  3170.  3ai4-32'Jl— Vciy  sliorl  time  required  between 
Kurrachee  uni  Calcutia,  if  thr  lino  were  id  a  proper  slate,  iii.  3185-3189.  3217-3221— 
Satisfaction  in  Calcutta  and  Madras  with  the  improved  working  of  iS»  iel^grapba  doriBg 
the  prt  »ent  year,  Golthmid  3522-3524. 

Extracts  from  the  opinions  of  tbe  leading  merchants  of  Calcutta  in  1861  relative  to  tbe 
great  debiy  nnd  inaccuracy  in  tlie  transmisaiun  of  telegtaphic  raeaeagea,  App.  490^414. 

Retntn  of  nicssaufs  mceiwd  from  Calciiftn  by  the  Ele:trir  niul  fnti-iniitioiial  Tele- 
graph Company  in  March,  and  from  ist  to  l6lh  Apiil  iSCig,  showing  the  route  by  which 
conveyed,  and  the  taoe  taken  in  tranamiaaion  to  London,  App.  540-555. 

See  also  Bwgel  Chamben  ef  Commiret,      BoaAag,  II.      Teli^raflac  Gpbunm^ 

calioH. 

Calcutta  Olid  South  Eastern  Railway,    lit  turns  i>howiiig  the  expenditure  of  tbe  Company 
in  1  ndia  n  lul  in  Enftland,  down  to  3iat  December        in  respect  of  tbe  electric  teleerapli, 

tbe  receipts  fm  n'f'-^ages,  the  exjjcnses  for  workinf;  and  maintenance  and  the  wmoef  Oif 

miles  of  telegraph  iuic!*  open,  in  1  S{)3  and  18(14,  App.  i^iij.  Gj^. 

Calcutta  Trades  Association.    Cummutiication  from  the  Calcutta  Trades  Association  to  tbe 
Govtinmeni  of  India,  dated  3ii>t  March        innnppoitof  tha pwpoaitiain  fof  > weekly 

mail  to  Bombay  and  Calcutta,  App.  384. 

Campbeil,  Patrick.   (Analysis  of  bis  Evidence.) — Is  sub-manner  of  the  Oriental  Bank 
Corporation,  982— ~>A{mott  daily  use  by  the  corpomtion  of  tiie  telegraph  to  India,  983- 

ggo  Great  advaiitat:t'  of  the  iaolitv  ol  connnunit-ution  by  telegraph  n  ith  the  r  -l  -.b  hh- 

meuts  of  tbe  corporation  in  India,  China,  8tc. ;  important  improvement  lately  m  the 
aertioB,  990-998. 1010--— -Vajlbifeqon«ii|MndwMorjlhe«ecponilk^ 
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Campbell,  Patrick.    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

mui  to  Bombay  >•  greatly  reqaired,  999-1009^— Conteioplated  abandonment  of  the 
wpttnte  CM  Mtvim  to  Ma^im  and  Calenila  if  there  «v«re  «  weeUy  mml  to  Bomfctj* 

more  f  specially  wh<*n  the  Tntlian  rntlwavs  are  cnmplrtrd,  1 002-10II— ~-AdvtlltagS  Of 

I'riilay  as  liie  day  for  ihe  desjiatch  of  a  wrekiy  mail,  looti-ioog. 

Cajmin^,  Lord.  Vieirs  expressed  on  the  part  of  Lord  dnning  in  August  i860  and  in 
June  1861  at  to  ih«  inportanee  of  a  weakty  mail  to  Bombay,  App.  «3i»  1311.  441-943; 

Cappely  A.  J.  N.  Letter  from  Mr.  Cappel,  deputy  superintendent  of  trlegrapbs,  south  -east 
coast  circle  and  Ceyion,  dated  7th  June  1861,  submitting  soggntiona  r«iativa  to  the 
fe^gaaiaa.tioa  of  the  depHrtment,  App.  46^1,  463. 

Catgen  (FejrfMii2ar  flatf  OriwUtt  €kmpaay.)  Great  tmportaoce  to  the  oompany  of  the 
Ime  betwMn  Bombay  and  Galla  oa  aoeoiuH  of  Uie  cargon  canted,  Mtmell  3094*  3033*  . 

OBrmichneh  Sir  Jnmrs.    (Analv<:is  of  hh  EridenceO — Ts  fhairrnan  of  the  Suhmarine 

Telegraph  Company,  745  Explains  the  several  routes  by  which  messages  are  seat 

from  this  country  to  India,  746-750.  764— ^The  total  charge  for  a  message  of  twenty 

words  is  giL  ii.  id,i  how  apportioned,  751-754  Course  Uk<>n  by  witness's  oompaay 

wben  complHint-*  arc  made  that  niessajrea  on  arrival  are  unintelligible  j  representation 
made  to  the  French  or  Eeli;iuin  Govurnnieiita  by  whoii.  inmiirics  are  instituted,  75G. 

784-7B6.  793  Very  few  errors  in  trausmi&siou  between  France  and  England,  7.^7, 

758— — Very  mutilated  state  in  which  messages  from  India  frequently  arrive,  759,  760. 
775-  7^3  -7^^- 

Frequent  error  and  delay  in  the  case  of  Spanish  and  Portuguese  telegraais,  761.  779, 

180  i  Considerable  improvement  latdy  in  the  time  of  transasissiaft  of  mfpsagee  from 
ndia,  the  average  being  now  about  Tirtv-eighl  hour':,  76'2,  7^3  Very  few  messages 

by  the  Ru^siim  route,  7O4  Trausuu-siou  of  the  K<'y|><ian  messages  entirely  tlitough 

tialj;  in  j)  ovt  meat  lately  both  in  time  and  ;>cciiiacy,  765-767  Number  of  Indian 

mwsagef  vi&  Suez,  received  and  forwarded  by  witness's  company  since  the  opening  of  the 
Persian  GuJf  line,  7C7-770. 

Witnesawill  submit  to  the  Committee  a  paper  expluaaCory  of  hia  viewa  fiiT  the  im^ 

provement  of  the  tt-'Ugraphic  c<)mmuniciilioii  with  lmii.«,  77-2-774. 

Great  incrcatiti  of  accuracy  and  de»|iatcli  if  there  were  an  independent  line  to  India 

tUlder  one  responsible  bod\  ,  776,  777  Large  increase  of  business  if  regularity  and 

accuracy  could  be  Keciire  l,  77S  Circumstance  of  there  being  (09  complaints  now 

undiT  mve8tii:atii)n  in  re -ptct  of  lelegra.ns  from  India,  785— —  Convfntion  by  which  all 
the  cont-nental  govenmietits  are  hound  with  regard  to  the  transmission  of  messages  as 
far  as  the  Turicish  frunticr,  787^789— Necessary  exrlusion  of  the  English  QoTemmcnt 
from  the  foregoing  convention  as  not  possessing  any  telc^^raphie  lines,  whilst  on  die 
continent  the^e  are  all  in  governraeni  hands,  7<,)'>-7fi>> 

[Second  Examination.]    Memorandum  delivered  in  containing  suggestions  for  tm* 

E roving  the  syBtem  of  telegraphic  commuoieatioii  so  fkr  as  mlatas  to  Mo  Ifaies  betnestt 
ondm  and  Constanimople,  1838. 

"  Camatic,"  The.    Sugjjiesiion  for  lens;tbening  this  vessel  and  putting  new  en^inrs  into  her, 
so  as  to  obuio  a  sp?ed  of  twelve  knots  au  hours ;  the  cost  is  estimated  at  63,000 
SawMda  295,',  — -  The  "  Oamade,**  as  at  present,  should  be  able  to  do  at  least  ten  knots 

an  lioM!",  '''|. 

StHteiuent  of  the  lonui^e  and  horsc-potwer  of  this  vessel  of  the  Peniaiiular  and  Oriental 
Cmnpany,  App.  569. 

Central  India.  Communications  from  t!ie  deputy  i^uperintendcnt  of  telegraphs.  Central 
India  Circle,  to  the  director  general  of  telegraphs  in  Indin,  duted  iQth  July  1861,  rel  rtiVe 
to  the  amendments  desirable  in  the  statf  of  the  department  and  in  the  rate  of  rema- 
neiatton,  App,  467, 468. 

Ceylon.  Time  [aide  of  the  umi!  service  from  Ceylon  to  Sydney,  and  from  Sydney  to  Ceykn 
lor  the  year:j  ibt»4,  App.  216-2-21  Alsu  lor  the  year  JHt»5,  ib,  022  525. 

Letter  from  the  deputy  superintendent  of  telegrapha,  south-east  coast  circle  and 
Ceylon,  fiubmiiting  euggostaoM  relative  to  tbe  MsM^gaoisation  of  the  d^itiuent,  App, 

462,  463. 

Kftyru  of  the  computed  real  value  of  imports  from  Ceylon  into  the  L^nited  Kingdom 

in  the  year  1865,  App.  533  Return  of  the  declared  value  of  Bruisli  and  Irish  predate 

and  manufactures  ezporud  to  Ceylon  Ironi  the  United  Kin::dom  in  the  same  ycur,  Uk 

ChammiiMf  Major.  Reference  to  a  statement  by  Blajnr  Champain  as  to  the  very  bad 
wiWking  of  the  telegraph  line  from  Teheran  through  Kussia,  Ortener  1956. 

Letter  from  Major  Champain  in  AuL:u>,t  1865  in  strong  approvnl  of  a  well  organised 

?rstem  ot  tel^raphic  commanicaiion  between  England  aud  India,  e^  St.  Fetersbufgh, 
i0is,  and  Teheran,  App.  442-444. 
-  4a8— 1.  B4  Report, 
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Giampmn,  Major — continned. 

Report  bjr  Major  Cliaiupain,  dated  Congtauiiuuple,  istli  April  1866,  relative  to  the 
lecent  woriung  of  the  Turkisli  portion  ot  tiic  Indo-European  telegraph,  and  the  ineusum 
necessary  in  order  to  render  the  lirt  s  through  Turkey  thoroughly  efficient,  App,  6t9-6<4. 

Chttwjfnd,  Qtorge  D.    (Analyais  of  bis  £vid«nce^)— 1»  receiver  and  accountant  general  nt 

the  Poet  Office,  1839  Submits  that  a  certain  eatimate  prepared  by  the  Pott  Office 

relative  to  the  cost  of  the  Bomliay  ppivIvc  is  roujihly  accurate,  tlioiigli  <]iiesti..iied  by 

Mr.  Howell,  l^' 40-1844  Great  difficulty  in  showing  the  precise  cost  cf  fragmentary 

portions  of  tlic  Rervices  pcrfornud  by  tite  Penintular  and  Orienial  Company,  1H43— . 
>Vitli  leizard  to  the  ajiphcutlou  by  the rom|jniiy  for  a  subsidy  for  the  roail  >ervice  between 
Slian^hat  and  Japan,  liiiherto  performed  gratuitously,  the  matter  is  still  under  coust- 
daratKHi  ti  the  Poet  Office,  184$-!  847. 

Cliettnpul,  Mr.  Papers  prepared  by  Mr.  Ciietwynd  showing  the  pr«*«ent  cost  of  the  India 
and  China  packet  services,  with  ihe  amount  of  sea  pusiage  aocruiog  therefrom,  and  the 
amouut  of  loa«,  App.  211,212.  538. 

CatnA  i 

1,  Postal  Serviet, 

%  Telegraphic  Conmtmicatiolu 

1.  PoUid  Service  : 

Payment  bvthe  Indian  GoTemment  of  one  h;ilf  the  loss  upon  the  China  service,  which 

iaooupled  witn  the  Indian  service,  hill  64.  73  Sea  |x»tage  of  11  cf.  on  iettera  to 

China,  ib.  79— ^Difficulty  in  showing  the  exact  loss  io  respect  of  the  XncTiaB  and  China 
aervicei  aepamtely,  ib.  88-99. 

Views  of  the  Tre>isury  in  1856  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  Indian  reventies  being  chained 
with  a  portion  of  the  cost  of  conveying  the  mails  between  this  country  and  China,  JSill 

C02-204  Reduction  of  expense  if  it  were  only  ne<.(  ssury  to  lia\i;  oni-  service  monthly 

from  Suez,  by  Galie  to  China,  t6.  337-244  Probability  of  its  being  feasible  to  make 

tise  of  the  cffident  lerviee  of  the  SVench  Con-.pany  between  Europe  and  China,  ao  as  to 
reduce  ihe  charge  incnired  under  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  contract,  ib,  S4a<-S£l. 
37^280.  893. 

With  regard  to  the  views  of  the  Treasury  in  1856,  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  Indian 
charge  in  respect  of  the  China  service,  witness  is  not  aware  that  the  Indian  authoritict 

prolpptpd  n^ainst  this  di-cision,  Bill  328,  329. 

Iiituflicieut  cargo  iioai  China  to  India  and  overland,  to  justify  a  boat  twice  a  month 

if  not  required  for  mail  purposes,  Bovcell  1358,  1359  Use  sometimes  made  by  China 

and  Australian  passengers  of  Uie  voyage  between  Bombay  and  Galle ;  belief  that  nothing 
would  be  saved  if  the  China  contract  were  only  to  Galle,  ib.  1360-1364. 

Iniquity  of  the  nrrani^coient  by  which  India  is  dmiged  with  onc-half  of  the  cost  of 
the  China  mails;  deniul  hat  her  mtcrcst  in  the  China  sci  vice  isatall  equal  to  that  of  liiia 
country.  Knight  2355-2357.  239-.^-23y5^>— Facilities  fur  postal  communication  between 
Bombay  and  China  by  mean*  of  the  opium  vessels,  i&,  S410~«4l8* 

Protest  by  the  Government  of  India  against  the  arrangement  I'V  which  tliey  are 

-charged  with  one-half  of  the  coi^t  of  the  China  service,  Bourdil/on  2528.  2545-'2i;49  

View  of  the  Indian  Government  thiit  they  should  he  entirely  relieved  of  the  prc-^i  nt 
•charge  for  the  China  mails,  and  should  be  allowed  to  make  their  own  arrangements  for 
the  correepondenoe  with  China,  ib,  3543-3550. 

Doubt  as  to  there  being  any  opium  vesaele  now  trading  regularly  between  Bombay  and 

China,  Howell  303G-30'h>>. 

Estinialc  by  Mr.  Chetwyud  of  66,594/.  P^*"  onnuui  as  the  cost  of  the  China  Mail 
Packet  Sci  vici  ,  Jm.  212.  538— Estimate  of  g«,ooo/.  as  the  amount  of  sea  postage 
derived  Iruiii  the  China  and  Japan  portion  of  the  aervtce,       ~Total  eatiaiated  loss  of 

about  34,000/.  t^. 

Time-table  of  the  China  aia*l  service  for  the  year  1864,  as  approved  by  the  Post  Office 

in  November  1863,  App.  218-221  Also  for  the  year  1865,  ib.  222-225. 

Statement  showing  the  amount  repaid  bjr  the  Government  of  India  to  the  Post  Office 
4ta  account  of  tlie  lose  incuned  on  the  mail  aerriee  Io  India,  China,  Ceylon,  Manrifins, 

4md  tiie  Mediterranean,  &c.,  durii^the  year  ended  31st  March  1866,        558, 559. 

Communication  from  the  ttmuaj  to  the  Po»t  Office  in  Jnlv  1854,  proposing  that 
onaJnlf  the  net  toaa  on  the  aerviee  to  Chma,  &c.,  shall  be  defirayed  out  of  Indian  revennea^ 
^PP' (fi^ 

Letter  on  the  part  of  the  Court  of  Directors  of  the  East  India  Company,  dated  7ih 
September  1854,  raising  sundry  objections  to  the  proposal  of  the  Treasury  that  India  shall 
bear  oDe>half  the  lose  00  the  Ohina  wavat,  Afp,  613,  $14. 
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Cum  A- — continued. 

Reference  by  the  CommiUee  to  the  dLesatisfaction  expressed  by  the  Indian  Grorcrn- 
ment  in  being  made  tu  contribute  one-half  the  loss  on  the  China  postal  sernce, 

Rep.  viii.  -Necessity  of  a  reconstruction  of  the  China  service  throi^U  the  sepe- 

rauoa  of  tiM  IndieD  pMUdeerncB  from  Ihme  nail*  which  now  pioceed  to  Point  de  GaUe, 
jft.  ix. 

Keconaraendation  that,  inconsequence  of  the  proposed  s^cparatioii  of  the  Inclian  service, 
early  consideration  be  given  lo  the  arrangements  nercssary  for  maintaiitin^;  a  fortnightly 
or  half-monthly  service  to  China,  Rm.  xv. ^— Suggestion  that,  as  regards  the  service  to 
China,  the  focilities  whieh  may  be  afforded  by  the  Messagcries  Imperiales  he  taken  into 

consideration,  ib.  Exptdicccy,  in  the  event  of  a  separate  weekly  Rervice  ti<  Bombay, 

of  a  modiiicatton  of  the  arrangements  under  vrhich  looia  now  defrays  a  uioiety  of  the 
net  cost  of  the  CMna  eervioe,  it. 


/ 


2.  TeieyrapUic  Communication: 
Very  valaahle  uticles  comprised  in  the  Ghnia  trade,  so  that  good  telegraphic  commnni- 

cation' with  that  country  is  very  desirable,  Nchon  832-837  Important  commercial 

relations  between  India  and  China,  su  thai  increased  facilities  of  intercommunication  are 

very  desirable,  ib.  848-856  Probability  of  a  cable  being  successfully  laid  on  to  Chine, 

Jenkin  1829-1833  Rapid  decay  of  cables  in  the  China  seas,  ib.  1834. 

Reference  to  certain  statistics  as  showin^lhe  immensity  of  the  trade  between  England 
and  Chine,  end  between  India  ami  China,  Giibame  ^^^^ijfj — -  Particulars  as  to  the 
proposed  course  of  the  telegraph  from  Rangoon  (o  Sin!jnporc  ami  China;  facilities  for  its 

being  laid  successfully,  ib,  3577-3284  The  distajvces  irorn  puint  to  point  are  modi.rale, 

ih.  3278  Reference  to  a  letter  from  the  Foreign  Office  in  April  1866,  showing  that  the 

Chinese  Government  hud  refused  permiasioa  to  a  teleg^ph  line  lietireen  Peltin  and 
Kinkhta,  sfr.  ^-iBH.  3291,  3292. 

Conclosion  as  to  the  necessity^  of  aid  from  Qovemment  in  order  to  mdooe  private 
enterprise  to  >]ndertake  an  extension  of  the  telegraph  to  China,  QubotM  3314-3319— 
From  Singapore  to  Shat^hai  the  distance  is  5l,i0O  nautical  miles,  and  the  eost  of*  cable 
woaid  1>e  about  a  million  steiltng,  ib.  3332. 

Particulars  as  to  the  engineering  facilities  for  layinga  cable  from  Rangoon  to  Sin^pore 

and  thence  to  Cliinaand  Japan,  Forr?e  3360-3369  ^ery  favourable  bottom  for  the  cable 

between  Singapore  and  Chma,  ib.  3364-3367. 

Facility  of  laying  a  cable  iu  the  China  and  Yellow  Seas,  Sienuns  3374-3376  

Concurrence  iu  the  views  of  Mr.  Gisborne  and  Mr.  Forde  as  to  the  probable  cost  of  the 
propoMd  lines  to  China  and  Australia,  ib.  3380. 

Return  of  the  computed  real  value  of  iniporis  from  China  iuio  the  United  Kingdom  in 

the  year  1866,  App,  534  Return  of  the  declared  value  oi'  British  and  Irish  produce 

nnd  inanuftctoiMB  eaqiotted  to  China  fiom  tiie  United  Kingdom  in  the  sane  year,  Ifr. 

Papers  and  statistics  submitted  by  Mr.  Oisbome  in  elucidation  and  support  of  his 
scheme  for  telegraphic  conimanication  from  Ruigoon  to  Sii^apore  and  thence  to  Cbina, 
App.  632-640^— Summary  of  the  foreign  and  loeal  trade  aM  ahippuig  which  will  make 

use  of  the  proposed  telegraph,  ih.  632-634. 

Abstract  statement  submitted  by  Mr.  Forde  in  further  explanation  of  his  scheme  of 
tclsgmplus  esleiinon  to  Otina,  App. 

Map  illustrating  the  proposed  extension  to  China,  App.  657. 

Great  trade  of  this  country  with   China,  and  in&ienoe  a*  to  the  importance  of 

means  of  telegraphic  oommuntcation,  Rep.  iii.  xvi. 

<See  also  AuitnUOf  9,      Singapon,  S. 

China,"  The.  Statement  of  the  tonnage  and  horse  power  of  this  vessel  of  the  Penuuiifaur 

and  Oriental  Company,  App.  569. 

Clarkf  Latimer.    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Has  for  mnny  years  been  largely  engaged 

in  telegraphic  operations,  as  a  civil  engineer,  648  Supplies  sundry  particulars  relative 

to  the  Indo-European  Hne,  between  Fao  and  Knrrachee,  and  states  that  the  suhntrilie 
^rtion  of  the  line  is  now  in  exceilcot  woriung  order,  649-660  Explains  the  proposi- 
tion made  to  tiie  Intf  tn  Gkmmmsnt  in  1803  for  nniting  under  one  company  die  tdi»- 
grapbs  of  all  the  railways  in  IiidiB,  Oovemment  having,  bowwrar,  not  aasoited  to  the 
piojwflal,  662-666, 

Defective  ammgementin  the  telegraph  lines  of  India  not  taking  the  course  of  the  rail- 
ways, 667-674  Expediency  of  there  bein^  several  lines  between  this  country  and 

India,  675^  Special  importance  of  the  Red  Sea  route,  ib.  Investigation  by  witness 

into  the  cause*  of  the  failure  of  the  former  line  in  the  Red  8ea ;  particnlaia  tlmreon,  ^76- 

678  Improved  character  of  the  Persian  Gulf  cable  as  compared  with  the  former  Red 

Sea  cable,  679-681  Conclusions  as  to  the  facility  of  successfully  laying  down  and 

maintaining  a  cable  in  the  Bed  Sea  at  the  present  tim«^  681-68& 
4«<^<-  C  Statamant 
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Clark,  Latimer — (Analysis  nf'his  Msn.'rvA-  )  ~  runflnued. 

Statement  fihotviiig^  ihut  by  u^titg  thf  luute  •<<  the  vallev  of  the  Nile,  there  would  be 
a  gnat  saving  <<(  submarine  cable  ;  siig>resiions  as  to  the  detailed  nMte  desirable,  H^H- 
700——  Proposed  stotKiw  «i  Ma«eowuh,  Aden,  and  MacuUab,  TOO'^^Advantagp*  of 
fba  line  proposed  by  witneas  aoroie  E^ypt^  Sic,  in  eonnevion  with  the  nevr  fine  between 

Alexandria  and  Diarbekir,  yOJ-yo.^.  j  ,3,  — —  Abaiulnnnifiii  ijf  i)u-  i)(>L-i;iiion>  ('T 
ra-est»bIisliiog  the  Red  Sea  line  in  conscqueuce  ot  the  Indian  Governiuent  deciding  ou 
the  line  by  way  of  the  Indian  Gulf,  705. 

CoiiMcleiable  delay -iH  the  part  of  Govei nnit'Ot  in  replyi'ii;  to  a|i)'licHti(»n  in  l.H(i3 
relative  to  taJtinp  over  ilie  Indian  tele^nplw,  7G6-70S—— Particulars  relative  to  the 
•rrangemeola  in  force  between  the  raiiiray  eonii  anies  and  telegraph  eompaniee  in  thie 

country,  709-7'2G  Dispoiiitiun  on  tiie  part  of  the  railway  compaiiie;*  to  erect  their  own 

telegraphs,  716-718  SutBcient  business  on  the  trunk  lines,  but  not  on  tlie  branch 

lines,  for  an  indepoiidf nt  administration  by  the  railway  oompiiniea  and  tJi«  ttleitraph  ciun- 
panies,  yi!)-;-?;;. 

Opitiiuii  at  icgaids  telegraphs  in  India,  that  tite  best  plan  tur  tiie  pic^t  ui  wuulii  La  lo 
place  them  under  the  maua»pinent  of  English  experts,  both  fur  commercial  and  railway 

puq)o»es,  7&d-73a  Expediency  of  the  ooneentration  aUeratime  of  the  tei^;raphic 

uneain  India  nlong  tlie  nioin  line*  of  railway,  with  bnuwhaa  fion  the  principal  itatNNM, 

730-738  Necessity  at  present  of  usintr  thv  Persiari  Gulf  Una  Of  tha  EUmbn.  line- 

luall  teJcraphic  coniniunications  with  India,  739-744. 

C6ALAIID  CoALisa  Arrasgemests  \Majl  Packets): 

1.  As  lo  the  Cott  and  the  Supply  of  Coal  at  Adettf  Hiuz,  and  Bombay,. 
S.  At  to  the  ContumpHnu  wUb  referem»  to  the  £^Ma^ 
3.  At  to  Praetiee  of  Coaling  at  Adm. 

1.  As  to  the  Cost  ayid  the  Supply  of  Coul  nt  Ai!<'//.  Suez,  ami  Bomf/ny : 

lafornitttitMi  relative  to  the  hi<ih  prices  of  cuaU.  as  used  by  the  Peuinsulai'  and  Utiantal 
Company  Ht  Suez,  Aden,  and  Bombay  respectively,  Howell  1280-1298  —  ■  Piogpectof 

lome  reduction  in  llie  charsre  for  the  transit  ofco  ii  acrots  Egypt,  ib.  1584, 

Data  for  tiie  conclusion  tltat  the  cost  of  coal,  aa  used  b^'  the  company,  is  much  less 
tfian  htm  been  etated  by  Mr.  HoweU,  Knighi  2ag4-4j)o6— Injnry  to  the  coal  at  Aden 

in  its  not  being  protected  from  the  weather,  ih.  2457-24.59.  2503,  2/,04- —  Impracticabi- 
lity of  using  n<  tiling  but  Welsh  coai  fur  the  service  between  Sue;^  and  Bombayi  &c., 
AhmMfe  4949, 1950.' 

Sundrj'  Hrfai!"  r*"!ritive  to  tlic  price  at  whicli  the  rompnny  !nv  down  their  roals  at 
Bombay  as  t  onipared  with  the  price  in  the  niaiket,  iioujt^/ 3007-3012. 30c l.  3038-3043. 
3078-3101— Information  ;is  to  the  tiiode  of  purchase  and  nupervision  of  the  coals  MsiaA 

by  tbeflompany,  ib.  3ooc)-30i2  Use  by  the  company  of  eoiue  ci>ais  from  Labaa&» 

Bnrdwan,  and  Sydney,  ib.  301 3-30«»^^ Explanation  at  to  the  coal«  in  atore  at  Adea 
not  being  protected  a«ainiifc  the  weather;  at  other  alatiam  tliey  ate- all  under eem,  afr. 
3027-3029. 

Statement  showinfr  the  nereaeity  of  an  addition  of  twenty-five  f>er  cent,  to  the  oost  of 

the  coal  as  delivered  ;it  mn  station,  in  order  to  arriv>-  nt  its  vahie  when  put  on  board  ;  the 

company,  lu  fact,  make  no  proiii  on  their  coal  account,  Uowtll  3038-3043  Quality 

of  the  coal  imported  into  Bombay  from  this  emindy ;  very  large  coneamption  of  llnpert, 

ti.  3o6c)-3074  Amount  of  the  conaamptioin  aiid  stocik  of  ccial  of  witn«u»\oanipany 

at  liouibay,  tb.  3076-3077- 

Question  further  con«irlered  as  to  the  relative  price  of  ooal  in  dieopao  market  at  Bom- 
bay, and  the  price  at  which  the  coal  provided  by  the  company  is  charged,  Howell  3078- 

3101  Necessity  of  the  company  being  independent  of  the  focal  marKCt,  ib.  3098-3101 

—-Average  of  2-,o,ooo  /.  as  tiie  capital  represcnteil  by  the  coal  at  all  the  stations; 
K>  3099  The  company  have  spent  ak  much  as  750,000/.  io  one  year  upon  coals* 

Increased  consumption  of  roals  in  the  navigation  eaMl\sari'  of  Suez,  /TomkA- 1404— 1407 
Causes  ot  the  incnsased  contwmption  of  coal  eastward  of  Suez,  ib.  1577. 

Ifndtie  economy  of  coal  adverted  to  as  the  main  cauae  of  the  inadeqjuato  speed,  Ki^ht 
2264,  2265.  2280.  2293  Greater  importance  to  the  compBBy  of  laTinB  10  (kttl  than  of 

payment  c-f  a  penalty  of  50  /.  a  dny,  Of.  228^. 

CH.culntion  that  a  !>peed  of  elcvi  n  knots  an  iiour,  instead  of  nine  and  a  halfkiwta, 
between  Suez  and  i3ombay,  would  invnlvc  an  increased  consumption  of  coal  to  the  amount 
of  ijaooL  a  year,  that  iaibr  fiHy-lwo  voyages,  ^umim^  2949-; — ^Estimate  of  is»Beot 
»ycer  ae  the  mcreased  costof  eosfc  if  the  «peed  between  Biarseilles  and  Alinandria  wm 

raified  from  ten  to  twelve  knots,  there  being  fifty-two  voyages  each  way,  ^/^  E^^timn'c 

of  twem^-Ore  per  cent  an  the  allowance  to  be  made  for  deterioration  of  coal  ou  tiie 

IndisB 
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Coal  and  Coaling  Arrangbments  (Mail  i'ACKfiTff)— ««»nt»iMi«d, 

S.  Atiol^  Cmnmptiou  with  refereneeto  the  ^pOMf-HSOatinwd. 

Indian  auUod,  Samuda  '2949.2951  Four  tons  in  the  Eastern  seaswill  only  do  the  service 

of  thice  Ions,  m  betMreeo  MaruutiM  and  Alexandfia,  ib,  sgi|§.  «95i-~— ^N«arJy  umilar 
-«Dii»uai|>tion  of  coal  on  the  Buropean  tide  at  twvlve  loAM  «n  hour  won  tiie  Indian^ide 
;  ai  eleren  kndts,  16.  «9o5. 

Exception  tiiken  to  the  sutlement  ot'  Mr.  Knight  thnt  it  united  the  CQiii(l»ny  lo  gO 
•slowly  and  pay  ptMinlties,  in  ttrder  lofave  eoals,  ameell  3031-3033. 

Return  oxhibiting  the  result  of  the  trnnefcr  of  Rteam  veSMla  from  the  MediterraiMttll  to 
tlie  Indian  sca«,  with  regard  to  the  congumption  of  fuel,  and  the  apeed,  App^  569. 

3.  As  lo  the  Practice  of  CoaUnp  at  Aden  : 
Great  increase  ot  fx\iewe  for  coals  if  lite  h^f^t^  did  not  touch  at  Aden,  and  called  at 

SotZf  JUmtie  409-417— —Very  good  coaling  arrangBinenta  at  Aden,  *A.  450,  45'  ' 

ReqinraiD<«t  of  veSMU  of-apedai  coufttructioQ  to  ran  alt  liie  way  from  Site&to  Bombay, 

iritnout  eoallng  at  Aden.  uautO  1274-IS80  Question  of  coaling  at  Aden  or  at  Sacs 

adverted  to  as  affecting  the  question  uf  aRpoue  of  fbel,  Knight  2341,  ^1342. 

Necessity  of  the  vesaeb  carrying  a  moeh  Urger  qoantity  of  c«>al  and  a  m  icli  smaller 
c^irgo  if  they  ure  not  to  atoft  at  Aden :  dtffienky  on  this  tcore,  Samuda  2951-2955-— 
The  vessels  slu}uld  be  prohil>ited  from  canyiiy  coals  on  deck.  ib.  2985.  2988. 

Returns  showint;  the  length  of  the  atoppagB  at  Aden,  eaob  iray  between  Snes  >and 
Bombay,  in  1864  and  1865,  App.  5(14. 

^  VMrnMan,"  Tlu.  8lat«aMVt  of  the  teonage  and  iione  pmear  of  «Ma  vaMil ^•fte 
Penhuular  and  Oriental  Company,  Jpp.  sfig. 

Competition  (^Peninsular  and  Oriental  C'impnny).    Bar  to  competition  nn  account  of  the 

enormous  subsidy  of  liie  company,  Knight  2313.  2332  Proposition  made  by  witness 

to  the  Post  Office  in  Marc!)  18(1.3  upon  the  aubject  of  aibrtnighlly  mail  Mrviee between 
Bombay  and  Suez,  by  an  indcpenrlent  company  in  India ;  no  subsidy  was  asked  for,  but 

only  the  ocean  posmec,  »V/.  I23i4-a3i6  ^reat  importance  attached  to  competition  in 

the  postal  ro;iiiiiu!iic;iU(j;i  wit  1  the  Ivt-i,  -  tliat  in  the  public  intereht-i  it  is  highly 
expedient  to  ^rre  a  footing  to  a  oompotiuve  company,  »6.  232 7-«33ti.  2343-2347— 
Relereuce  to  the  rccenily  expressed  views  uf  the  Govennneni  of  Iitdia  upon  the  question 
ofcoi)ipetiiion,iZ).  2328-233 Until  there ia competition  there  willneverbeatbenHighiy 
efficient  sorvicf,  ib.  •23-^^, 

Appwml  of  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company  retaining  their  present  fortnightly 

scrvce,  whilst  tliey  sluntld  be  excluded  from  tenderino;  for  a  furtlif  r  furtiiii^htly  alternate 

atrviCi.*,  Knight  233-2-^330.  2358  With  regard  to  IIk-  propl)^al  unide  by  vvitucas  to  the 

Post  Ofiice  in  March  i80)5,  Mr.  Hill  said  it  could  not  be  entertained,  ib.  2337 
Ezaniinaiioii  iu  enpport  of  Uie  couclusiun  that  compelitiou  would  surely  lead  to  a  reduo> 
4ion  of  passenger  rate*,  ib.  6943-2347.  0402-9415. 

CoiiAideiations  an  to  tlie  means  of  carrying  out  an  alternutc  fortnightly  service  noi 
only  between  Bombay  and  Suei,  bat  between  Alexandria  and  England,  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  Iridtan  Government,  and  with  the  aid  of  the  ocean  postage,  Knight  2368-2389 

 Advantage  t  f  tho  emu  ctition  of  the  Fr.  nrh  C  ompany  in  n  ^aid  to  jjcisaenger  rates, 

ih.  24o3-240ii.  -419  Approval  of  the  competition  of  the  French  Company  being 

made  more  avail  ible,  t^.  2419,  2420  Adv  mtaye  both  to  this  country  and  10  India, 

by  the  eatablialiment  of  a  competing  fortnightly  service,  to  bL>  conducted  from  Bombay 
noder  contract  «rifli  the  Indian  Post  Ofiice,  ib,  2490-2498.  2509. 

Reference  to  the  Opinion  of  the  Government  of  India  and  of  the  Indian  Post  Offioe, 

infavourof  newcompanies  being  allowed  toconipete  for  tlie  service,  fioHrrfiV/oji  2553-2,556. 

Giicuiuataiice  of  tlieic  being  competition  in  the  tied  Sea  by  vessels  not  having  a 
subsidy,  Hovcell  3024- — -Circumstance  of  eompeiitioc  on  the  new  York  Ime  having 

bad  no  effect  up  n  t'l   rates,  ib.  30-2". 

0;iinion  exprcdseii  by  the  Director  General  of  the  Indian  Fost  Othce  in  1865,  iu  fuvour 
of  the  contract  fi^r  an  additional  until  service  to  Bombay  being,  if  possible,  given  tOMme 

other  company  than  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Co npinv,  App.  i^q. 

Hee  al«o  Uritith  India  S(€tim  Navigation  Compang.         Mtssa^eries  In^eriales, 
^^^i^wifltfj^j^CJ^i^t 

Ow^ftMlHMple  (Td^inpUe  BanU).  "See  3WI«y. 

(JimtiMittal  Govemmentt  {T^i^npUe  Strvkt).     See  Frsxer.         ZVI^rapAie  Clow> 

muiiicatioii,  I.  8. 

Contract  (Ptnamiiar  and  Oriental  Company).    Date  of  the  several  contracts  wMi  the 

PeniniMlar  and  Orienul  Company,  Hill  158,  159  Similar  fix>ttn»  tipon  wMeh  ih« 

sevein!  rontractsof  the  company  :ire  r.ow  placed;  except  that  in  the  case  ot  the  Ausiialinn 

contract,  two  years'  noticf  is  required,  Howell   1293-1301  Mental  power  tif  the 

448 — I.  c  9  Qovemment 
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Government  and  of  ^  wmpaaif  to       twelve  months  notice  of  tamiilHitioa  of  eontlMtj 

liberal  action  of  the  company  in  thij?  respect,  flowell  1436-1439. 

Natural  nstoni»hincnt  and  dissatislactiou  tu  be  caiisod  in  Bombay,  when  iho  news 
arrives  uf  a  Turther  contract  W  tgreetnent  having  been  eatend  HllO  by  the  Post  Offic^ 
in  February,  by  which  there  is  no  adequate  guarantee  for  a  pro|ier  ipeed  j  witoeM  hoir* 
•    aver  faaa  not  eaen  tUs  i^eement,  Knight  3464-2484. 

Bxmdianejr  of  a  lengthened  term  of  contract  in  coiisideialkn  of  the  ptovirioA  of  the 

new  sni{)9  proposed  by  witness,  Samuda  -29^3-296,5. 

Copy  of  contract  of  27  February  186b  between  the  Post  Office  and  the  Peuiosalar  and 
Ofienial  Company,  dispensing  mth  the  reqnweiiient  of  a  lomy,  and  impoaing  oaw  pm- 

Tisions  as  to  penalties,  ifcc,  App.  227-231, 

Copy  of  contract  dated  17  Novi  iiil)ci  18G5  between  the  Post  Office  and  the  Peninsular 
and  Oriental  Company,  for  tlii^  cnnveyancc  of  the  mails  between  Point  de  Chile  and 

Sydney,  via  KitifT  Geoi-ge's  Sonud  and  Melbourne,  App.  645-652. 

Summary  by  the  comitiitlee  uf  the  principal  provisions  and  conditions  of  the  existing 
contracts  for  the  conveyance  of  the  maiii  between  England  and  India,  Ceylon,  Mauritius, 

China,  and  Auetralia,  Rfp.  W,  v  Recommendation  that  in  consideration  of  the  outlay 

which  must  necessarily  be  incurred  in  the  construction  of  new  vessels,  or  adopting  those 
now  employed,  for  the  rliicimt  pcrrormiincc  of  ihii  fuliirc  service  to  India,  tJne  new 
contracts  shall  be  for  a  tei  m  of  years  certain,  subject  to  a  subMqucnt  notice  of  two  years 
en  either  aide,  xr» 

■  Gomwid'eitf  (lU^rapiili!  Commmieatittm},  See  Ftnkt.   Td^gn^pKc  GmuuonnrijM,  L  8. 

"  Oarea,"  The.  Statement  of  the  tonnage  and  boiae  power  of  this  veaael  ol  the  Penniralar 
•ad  Oriental  Company,  App,  569. 

Cost  of  Postal  Sbrticbi 

1.  Grots  and  Net  Cost  of  the  present  Mail  Services  to  ihr  Fa^f. 

2.  Calculations  a/t  to  the  Additional  Cost  of  a  Weekly  M,ni  to  Bombay. 

1.  Gross  and  xVet  Cott  of  the  present  Mail  Services  to  the  ±kut  .- 

Reference  to  a  paper,  showing  that  the  pretent  loea  on  the  Indian  poatal  serviee  is  abovt 

48.000/.  a  year,  /a// 43,  44  Adjustment  annually  between  the  Indian  Govprnmeat 

asd  the  Imperial  Government,  the  former  paying  one>nalf  of  the  ascertained  loss,  H/.  63-> 
82  Credit  on  account  of  the  AvatraUan  eervice,  bnt  for  which  the  Indian  chaigewovld 

be  greater,  ih.  83-R7. 

Loss  of  47,ooo7.  upon  the  India,  China,  and  Australian  sferviccs  in  1853;  large  reduc- 
tion subsequently  in  (he  postage  to  India,  Hill  96-100  Total  loss  of  115,000/.  upon 

the  India  aod  China  aeivices,  if  tlie  oontribati<»i,  in  respect  of  Australia  and  the  Mauritioa 

were  not  first  dedaeled,  it.  195,  i<6  ^Anunal  adfostment  with  the  Indian  Oofero* 

ment  further  adverted  to ;  paper  delivered  in  containing  detaile  heteon,  ib.  153-157. 

Unlairoess  to  India  of  the  division  of  expenaea  of  the  poatal  contract  between  the 
Indian  and  the  English  revenues,  Stevart  977-981. 

Average  of  4  s.  5^d.  per  mile  paid  to  witness's  company  for  the  whole  of  the  Indian 
and  China  aenrices,  JimceU  lagS-^Aocuraey  of  the  Post  Office  estimates  so  far  as  they 
idale  to  the  aepsration  of  the  €%ina  service  m>m  the  India  service,  Chetwmd  i840-<^— 
Oreat  difficulty  in  shuwin  r  the  precisi:  co»t  of  fragmentary  portiona  Of  the  serricet 
performed  by  the  Oriental  and  Peninsular  Company,  ib.  1843. 

Circomstance  of  the  total  subsidies  to  the  company  reachincr  an  aggregate  of  400,000  L, 

or'2opcrcent  upon tho pai  J-up capital,  A'/jf/A;  ■2312  -Totu;  iT  •  49,000 /.  astheanbaidy 

of  the  company,  instead  of  400,000  L  as  stated  by  Mr.  Knight,  HoweU^Oi^ 

Pa]iers  containing  Mr.  Chetwynd's  estimates  of  the  {mtportionate  cost  of  the  Indta  and 

China  >crvic<'S  respectively,  App.  211,  21:.  538  Siatcment  by  Mr.  Ch' 'wyn  l  ihat 

the  total  sutn  now  paid  to  the  company  for  the  conveyance  of  the  mails  between  that 
country  and  India  and  China  (including  the  conveyanM  of  the  Aoatialiaa  maila  betweaa 

this  country  nnd  Point  de  Galle)  ii  230,1  28/.,  t*. 

£»tiuate  by  Mr.  Chetwynd  that  the  whole  cost  of  the  Indian  portion  of  the  mail 
packet  service  is  153,^0 /L  per  annum,  and  (hat  the  CSdnese  portion  amounts  to  66,59^iL 

per  annum,  App.  iw,    1  ^  5  1.4  -Calculation  that  the  present  loss  on  the  Indian  aaivnon 

u  about  48,000/.  per  aimum,  and  on  the  China  service  about  34,000/.  ib.  212. 

Abfltraet  statement  allowing  the  annual  coat  and  earninga  in  iSga  of  the  mail  pac  ket* 
to  Alc^nndria,  Calcutta,  flcc,  togathar  with  a  atatoBient  of  the  cost  and  earninga  io  i86fi^ 
App.  213. 

Return  of  the  rale  of  charges  and  dadnetiona,  and  amount  payable  Ibr  the  yeariSQfi* 
ander  the  aavaral  contracts  with  the  Penhnular  and  Oriental  Company,  ijtjqi.  «<0. 
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Report,  t866— emCntiMil. 

Cost  of  Postal  Sr.nricE — continued. 

1.  Gross  and  Net  Cost  of  the  present  Mail  Services  to  the  Eatt — continued. 

Total  of  16,790/.  as  the  amount  of  miscellaneous  expen-«e8  incurred  by  the  Post  Office 
in  neipeet  of  the  mails  to  India, China,  &.c.  in  the  year  1865-66,  App.  538.  559. 

Statement  showing  the  gross  coat  of  the  India  and  Cliina  services,  including  also 
Ceylon,  Mauritius,  and  the  Mediterranean,  Sec.  during  the  year  ended  31st  ^rUrch  i866« 
•ttd  the  loes  after  deducting  the  net  produce  of  the  postage,  App.  558,  559. 

Proposal  by  the  Treasury  in  July  1854  in  regard  to  one-half  of  the  net  cost  of  the 
service  to  India,  China,  &c.  beinoj  borne  by  the  Indian  Government,  App.  559,  5C0— 
ExceptioDs  taken  by  the  Court  of  Directors  to  the  foKgobg  amngemeiit,  tA.  613, 614. 

Summury  of  the  cimrge  now  incurred  in  respect  of  the  several  pootal  COOtnctS  with  thft 

Penmsular  uuJ  Ori'  lual  Company,  Rep.  iv,  v. 

2.  Calculations  as  to  the  Additional  Cost  of  a  WeeMy  Mail  to  Bomlap : 

OfFev  by  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Cumiiany  to  perform  two  more  services  in  the 
calendar  month  between  Suez  and  Bombay  for  an  additional  subsidy  of  60,000/.,  Bil[ 

187,  196-198  Reasons  for  a  much  larger  charge  for  a  weekly  service  to  Bombay  than 

hr  the  present  fortnightly  service  to  Bombay,  Madras,  and  Calcutta  i  the  latter  ioTolves- 

a  greater  mileage,  ib.  187-eoi  Data  for  calculating  that  the  net  additional  eost  of  a 

weekly  mail  to  Buutbay  would  be  30,000/.  a  year,  ib.  294-397. 

Ofier  by  the  company  to  undertake  a  weekly  service,  or  fifty-two  voyages  instead  of 
fblty-elgfat  for  an  addition  of  one-twelfth  10  the  subsidy.  Howcit  1261,  1262. 

Cnlculntions  by  llie  Dirt  ctor  General  of  the  Post  Office  of  Indi;i  in  Ajiril  rts  f o  the 

cost  of  a  weekly  mail  to  Bombay  in  connccUuii  with  the  saviuij  to  be  effected  by  other 
proposed  alterations,  App.  232,  233. 

Exceptions  taken  by  Mr.  Ritchie  in  letter  of  Deeember  i860,  to  the  cnlciilationS'Of 
Mr.  Riddiill  witii  reference  to  tlie  proposal  lor  a  weekly  mail,  App.  234-230. 

Statement  on  the  part  of  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company,  in  February  1865,  as 
\o  the  biTLic  increase  of  expense  involved  in  a  m-ii!  - Tviee  OOOe  a  week  ftom  Eoghuidy-ilk* 

lieu  of  a  service  four  times  a  month,  App.  274-2711. 

Further  calculations  snbmitted  by  Mr.  Biddell,  in  February  1865,  in  support  of  the 

conclusion  that  :>  wet-kiy  mail  comn; iinication  between  England  anil  Bombay  C'n;!t|  bo 
established  at  a  smaller  cost  than  tiiat  incurred  in  keeping  up  a  bi-monilily  comiuunica- 
tion  with  the  ports  of  Bombay  and  Calcutta,  App.  881. 

Statement  in  letter  of  Mr.  Hill,  dated  14  July  1865,03  to  the  fallacious  cbaracter  of 
Mr.  Btddell's  calculation  that  the  service  could  be  establisihed  at  a  smaller  cost  if  the' 
packets  went  exduvvely  to  Bcmbsy  ioalmd  of  altematdy  to  Bombay  and  Caieutia,. 
App.  285. 

Conclusion  further  arrived  at  in  Mr.  Riddell's  letter  of  the  19th  February  1866,  that 
there  will  be  no  increase  of  expense  provided  the  servioe  between  8aei  and  India  is- 

exclusively  confined  to  Bombay,  App.  600,  fini. 

Farther  communication  from  the  Post  OlKce  in  May  1866,  in  which  Mr.  RiddeU's 
ealeuJations  of  eost  are  objcelcd  to  ea  emneoasy  Apf,  653. 

See  also  ii'/s'r  ,  7,7,  1.         Bombay,  I.  1,  II.  C.  China,  1.  CEHRpcfilfon. 

Messagerits  Imperiales.       Naval  Agents.       Packet  Service. 

CMi  of  Teiegri^hie  Commimication.   See  Atutraiia,  2<      China,  8.       Government  Aid, 
JUalfyi  and  AUmndrta  Telegraph,      USedUaraimit  .fictaujoN  Telegraph, 
fore,  2.       Tdigraf^  Chmmwiace^ittn  {India)  I.  9,  II.  1,  iii,  \w,  II.  a,  ii,  iiL 

Grake,  WiUinm  Hamilton.  (  Annlysif?  of  his  Evidence.) — Member  of  the  firm  of  Parry  tc  Co., 
of  Madras  ;  has  resided  in  India  for  many  yeais,  902-904  Gieat  iilteiation  and  improve- 
ment in  the  mode  of  transaction  of  business  between  England  and  India  since  the  intrOdae" 

ti<m  of  tdegraphic  communication,  goA-d^  >  Effect  of  tite  telegraph  not  only  to  ineieise 

the  orders  ror  Indian  cotton,  &c.,  and  to  decrease  the  risk,  hut  to  enable  a  repetition  of 

tran.eaeiioiis  to  be  carried  nut  uitli  a  smaller  c;;pitfil,  r,io-92i  Gront  improvement itt 

the  accuracy  and  despatch  of  the  telegrams  within  the  last  few  weeks,  9123-924. 

Object ionaUe  manner  in  which  the  roemtges  have  been  ibrwarded  thrnngh  Indut  on 

the  arrival  of  the  mail  at  Guile;  suspicion  as  to  the  integrity  of  the  subotdinates  in  the 
tel^raph  department,  925-931  Suggestion  with  a  view  to  the  detectior*  and  preven- 
tion or  erois  in  forwarding  messages  from  one  station  to  another,  931-935  Satis&c- 

toiy  manner  in  which  the  pnetdl  aerrice  of  the  Pcninaalar  and  Oriental  Company  ia 
oondurled,  936. 

£xpe<iiency  of  the  service  from  Suez  to  Bombay  being  rendered  as  efficient  as  pOMibkr 
and  bring  quite  indepi iid^  nt  of  all  oiher  servi< 0^7,  938 — —Opinion  adverse  to  pag- 
■engers  for  China,  &c.,  crossing  by  railway  from  jboiubay  to  Madras,  insiead  of  going  by 

438— !•  c  3  Cunard 
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Cunard  Facket  Service.    Large  annual  U>s»  upon  the  Cuaard  oontmcc;  noli<  e  recealljr 

giv^n  to  terttiiMte  th*  contract,  HiU  331.  335  StatenMnt  as  to  the  averjs:e  npeed  of 

ihr  Cirnartl  "stpnmrrs  in  i^ofi-fi)  ha'\'in>;  f  een  nine  knol«  «^ev(n  fathonif),  Rowell  1399- 

1404  Coriection  to  s;  nit  exu  nt  ot  ♦ormer  statement  a*  to  the  speed  of  the  Cunanl 

ve£6elfi,  ib.  1446  UnsoittibleneKS  of  the  Guoard  vessel*  for  the  IniJian  service,  ih, 

4£Ho~i^3  CumpuatHre  pasMneer  ntea  par  mile  of  tlie  vaaada  of  the  JPeninBHiar  and 

Oriental  Cocupany  and  of  thoie  oftbe  GuBifii  line,  A.  1591. 

Prifurmaiu  es  of  the  Cuuard  vessrU  adverted  <o  W  sa|)pnrt  of  the  conclusion  that  the 
speed  on  the  fiimibay  line  should  be  1 1  or  1 ^HOts  mo  boor,  sa^3363.  i»«68^ 

Further  eiplrantion  hi  connection  with  the  spei  d  of  the  reaoels  of  the  Peninselkr  end 
t  )rii  p.tal  Company  as  eompared  with  that  <rf  thp  Cunard  vessels,  HtwU  3006,  3007- — 
Wiih  regard  tu  tlie  rales  on  the  Canard  line,  the  opening  of  the  Culling  line  hud  no  effect 
upon  them,  3025. 

Statement  of  the  avi  rage  perfomuMMi  of  the  Cnnani  mail  eteunenfiK  iSfiO,  i860, 

and  iijtii,  App.  ^67,  568. 

Return  of  all  steamers  of  the  Cunard  line  carryri^  the  outward  mails  between  Liverpool 
am'  New  York,  exhibiting  the  duration  of  each  pasoage,  fur  the  year  1861  ;  also  of  the 
Kteemer?  ( arrving  the  homeward  mails  between  New  V  oikand  Liverpool,  ^po.  597'<«'—> 
Similar  retun's  o'l  the  s(T«kes  between  LiTefpool  'tiWA  Boston  end  between  uoeUM'ud 
Liveipooj,  Ut,  69^. 


J). 

•  J)accu.  Communication  from  the  deputy  supcrintcndont  (if  telegraphs  in  Dacoa  and 
Ariacan,  dated  ()th  June  18C1,  fsubniitiingsiigi^estioBS  for  the  reoigeoicatioa  of  the  sMft'of 
the  telegraph  department,  App.  469,  470. 

JJtiay  {Pbtial  Stniee.  S<e  Bombay,  1.  II.       IWiwffarawrf  Orwnfnf  $|«aiR  SVM^ion 

Cothpni.y,  4.  fi.       Speed  of  Mail  Packets, 

JJeliqf  {TeUgraphic  CommmietuimCy  See  iRsniiL  Riana-  TeUgnqthie  Qmmunieih 
twn.  Turhej/. 

"  Delhi,"  The.  The  "  Delhi"  should  be  able  to  do  at  least  ten  Jcnots  an  hour,  Samuda 
2969- 

Statement  of  the  tonnage-end  horse  power  of  this  ve<<scl,  App.  569. 

"  Deltii,"  The.    Amount  of  tonnage  and  horse  power  of  tho  "  I)i  Im,"  App.  569. 

JUtO'Mdr  {Teieara^hic  Hotttt).  Suggestion  by  the  CommitUe  that  the  line  fo<  coaoectitig 
Akxandrin  with  the  main  line  to  Indio  «t  Divbekir  be  brought,  if  poaoibk,  within  the 
Turkish  coomition,       zvi.  See  also  £g!fpt. 

Dnck  Accommodatimi.  T.nrtre  establishments  of  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company  at 
Bombay,  Calcutta,  lor  repainiijj  their  vca«el8 ;  uecess^ity  ot  tiicsv,  iJuweU  1408-1412 
— —  Duubt  as  to  the  Fi-ench  company  having  power  to  apply  to  dock«  atSu<  /.  tlie  transit 

money  fur  poisnge  through  £gvpty  iift.  i£00-ifi03.  1607-1500  Further  ref  rence  to 

the  (Arge  docking  ladlities  of  the  Peninsular  and  Orienttil  CompHny  at  Bumbay,  Cal- 
cutta, and  Hons  Kong,  lA.  1644-J65t)  riuhaliitity  of  the  dncks  being  flvailahle  to 

the  Goveiiunent  troop  ships,   Very  large  <lry  dock  btinu  built  by  the 

eoinpsi»y  at  Bombay,  ji.  1550. 

Vfry  rai'id  peeling  nf  the  bottours  of  the  sliips  in  tlie  Indian  seas,  so  that  frequf'nt 

docking  is  uecessary,  Ilotcell  15.V2-I554  Lai|;t."  dry  dtK;k  at  Hong  Kong  available  to 

the  company,  thouch  not  belonging  to  them,  ih.  looo-^o^o  Necessity  of  dockii^ 

aocommodatiun  at  Sydney  for  the  company's  vessels,  ib.  1556  -—— Opinion  es  to  the  iati* 
dequa«  y  of  the  Govemujeot  dock  oecotnmodation  for  the  proposed  tnnsport  vessete  be* 
t«een  Suea  and  Bombay,  ib.  l.jG;- 1  -  Anticipated  access  of  the  comjiany's  vi-sseU 
to  tlie  docks  being  constructed  ai  Suez  out  of  th«:  U'an»it  money  paid  uy  the  Frt^och  com- 
pany, ib.  1567-1570. 

Explanation  that  there  wdl  xoon  be  excdlent  aceoniaKMletion  available  at  Bomb»y  for 

large  vtssels,  Knighl  2487-2489. 

Hhvtangt  Jolm.   (Analysis  of  hi*  Evidence.)— Accountant  ef  the  Bast  Indian  UaiKray, 
.«6t8      Snppiliee  stetistice  of  the  expenditure  and  reeetfit  in  lespoet  of  the  tdegtaph 
ine^of  the  several  railway  companies  in  India,  and  of  the  Government,  36i9-«6«6. 

Dou^fa.ff  Lieutenant  Colomf.  Letter  from  LietJtenant  Colonel  Douglas,  as  ofHciatlng 
director  general  of  teieeraj  hs  in  India,  dated  9th  November  1861,  with  reference  to  ceftain 
conmanwntiooa  from  Oie  Chmmbeirt  df  Commerce  of  Bengal,  MadnM,«nd  Bombay,  and 

the 


Digitized  by  Google 


1>0  u 


ED  W 


Dovgiu$,  J.itttttrmni  Colonel — cootiuuc.i.  ,  . 

the  question  of  the  adoptiev.  of'  oertMt  sug^^^Rti  d  smenclmentfl-  in  tbe  telegrapir  d  epint 

iB*nt,  ^pp.  4  Jo- 4-^  ^ Objection-  iireed  by  Colonel  Douglas  fM.^ain^t  the  proposition 

for  the  working  of  the  telegrajdi  lines  in  India  by  m«an«<of  jmvate  f  titcrpris  •,  ib,  437,  486. 

Coiuiniinication  from  the  cfficiating  director  geiteral  of  telei^mphs  in  Todia^  diitsd  <Oth 
August  1861,  submitting  a  rr  v  cil  sd  cilnli  of  tlie  eblubiiahitieiii  uf  the  depttXtlOeoli 
involving  a  monthly  savin;.'  of  2,906  rupees^  App.  449-453. 

Approval  by  tbe  Guveriior  G«;nt  ra]  in  Council  in  November  1861,  iutd  by  tiie  ^iuuicial 
department  in  Deccmii  i  iH(ii,  oi  ihe  several  propoMidia Stthmitled  by, Cblonel IXcNii;^ in 

hi«  letter  ofco  il  AugiiBt  l8t)l,  App.  472,  47:^ 

Jleport  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Douglas,  ais  diiector  o'  tele^iapbs  in  India,  "o  the  Secre- 
tary lc>  the  Government  i>f  IiKiia,  dati  d  i>t  February  1865, exp'anatorv  nf  Uie  (^^usee  of 
th«  defective  working  of  souit:  oi'  the  liueSf  njod  ooutainiog  sogftestiooA  in  detail  for  the 
adoptifiB  of  remedial  measures^  App>  473-488. 

Dissatiafm  lion  exprcsMd  by  Guvcnuubnt  wiib  tbe  delay  u>i  ilie  part  of  Coloacl 
Douglas  in  preparnig  and  siibmiUiui;  ins  repon  of  I&t  February  1  yti^^,  App.  ,503. 

Dutch  Poisessmit.    Return  of  the  com |  U ted  n^al  vr1u«>  uf  imports  from  tbe  Dutch  poasea- 
tioM  in  the  Enbt  into  the  United  Kingdom  in  the  ^pear  t86£»  ^Ifjn  535  Return  of  tlte 

rleclared  value  of  Bnilsh  und  Irish  produce  ^md  nnuiufactMf^ exported  tu-tbe-Oateh  po^ 
KeaaioiM  from  the  United  Kingdom  iti  liie  satue  year,  Ut. 

Befcreneeto  ibe  readiness  of  the  Dutcli  G<'vcruinent  to  uid  in  tbe  fbrmaiion  oTa  tele- 
graphic line  conneottng  tbcir  depeodcoeiee'  with;£uia|w»  Mept,  nr. 

Set  tiho  Java, 

E. 

Jb«#  /ndtoH  JR^iheojr.   The  East  rndian  Company '«  line  to  Jubbulpore  niU  be  opened,  in 

tbe  couise  of  next  year;  distance  thereto  from  Calcutta,  Randall  457- 

Stittrmeut  bUowtug  tlte  decided  gapefiori^  uf  tbe  telegn4d>  oi  tik:  iiulMray  coiDj}«uijr 
over  the  Govemntetit  tetegrapli,  Adtt^  Sia«-ai35  IntbrmaCion  relative  to.  tbai-iMlni' 

nu  nts  used  in  workin.'^  the  railway  telegraph,  t6.  9 1 27.  2i?0  Total  nf  about  1 ,300 

miles  ol  wn'c  «\\  thv  bne,  ih.  ci  cR- — Preference  shown  by  the  public  for  the  u«e  of  the 
radway  tele>!ripl)  lint-  na  ( ompiired  with  the  Government  fine ;  impediment  to  tbefr  flree 
uee  f>f  the  tormer,  ih.  «130-2135.  2187-5189. 

Bmploymeut  cbie#y  of  Eurasiatit^  &uc  uf  natives  or  Bengalees  as  signallers  in  tiie  Kaat 
Indiim  CompRRf'a  graph  servire  :  efficiency  of  these  signaJIers,  there  being  no  diffi- 
culiy  m  obtainincr  nn  {^equate  supply,  Adky  2136-^:146 — ^Examination  to  which  tba 
•ignallem  a«e  Biibjected  belbre  entploymMt,     2137.  ^MS*  ^^T.)  — Prom-fiooto  600 

sigitalleis  are  now  employed  on  the  line,  ib.  :  14,5  t  cnipetency  and  aoetHMyiof  tbe  Da* 

t)vr  »iguait4-r4  on  tlie  laiiway  U<ie,  iU.  '.114(1.  2t(jo~Zi63.  <2i7g-«i8it. 

Varying  rRte$>  of  payment  to  ifae  signaUem  in  the  telegraph  servif'e  of  the  railw^  oom- 

Y  ny,  Adh IV,  21.78-2180  The  lowest  pay  h  tbirt\  -fivf  rupees  per  mt;n(b,  an<l  the 

highest  200  i  ii[Kjes  per  month,  ib.  21.59.  2180  The  comn-.ercial  niess<tges  00  the-  line 

aire  about  fifteen  percent,  of  the  whole,  tt.  S183—  Similar  rates  charged  as  00  tbe  Go- 
vernment line:^,  ib.  91^4  Disadvantaiie  under  wfoicfa  the.  railway  Compttee  with.tbo 

Government  Ime  to  several  points,  ib.  2185,  2186. 

General  lermt*  ofainmfement  proposed  in  18(13  bctneen  theOriental  Telegraph  Com- 
pany and  the  railway  company  for  the  use  by  the  former  of  tl>e  teh^giMphs  of  the  Inttcr, 

•^PP-  S+'ii  346  Letter  from  the  Govemmeiitof  India  in  June  1864,  with  reference  to 

tiie  foregniiig  proposrtl,  ami  the  arraiii^cnients  to  Ik  ado |  leci  if  the  proposal  be  carried 

out,  ib.  34t>-34ii  Conclusion  oi  the  India  Office  in  June  1864  adverse  to  the  urojjOi^ed 

afnwgemenl*  tft  34^^  Beft«salofthe  India.  Ofioe  ia  fmiiisb  tbe  company  wiUi  a  copy 

of  tlie  despafteU  poocivei  inia  tbe€h»«nim»nt  of  tndia  vpon  the  anraagmneat  m  qmstioiw 
ib.  34«. 

RHuths  showing  the  expefrditnre  of  tb«  comnaov  in  fndiajknd  in  I^nghnd  down  to  31  it 

Decfntber  1864,  in  re«pect  of  tiu-  eb  ctrtr  telrTmrli ;  the  receipts  for  tne^sai^cs,  the  ex- 
pec.ses  lor  working  and  maintenance,  and  the  number  of  miles  of  telegraph  lines  open,  in 
iM^  mmI  iM4^  ilf]R  «t4>  t*6»  61^ 
A»abo  Baiheay  ComrntmicaUm  (  JmAv).      RoOmg  Tcitif  ivyjie  {India). 

JEoMlern  Bengal  Rnilway,  St  itir^ti ■  s  of  rxpcndiiurc  of  tlie  company  down  to  31  st  Drre nil>€r 
1864,  in  re!«pe<-t  of  the  telegrapn,  (he  receipts  ior  measa^es,  the  ejcpun»es  lor  working  and 
mnintennncr-,  niid  the  DflmEer  of  milcB  of  telegraph  lim*  opeo,  in  ift^  and  Itt8i4t  •'^■fk. 

5*6,527.  (it,-,. 

Edwardtt^  fFUiiaau.  (AnalMis  of  bis  FiTiriantte.)  Tiipnr.tari  completiau  by  July  iMg  of 
tlie.Bh«tra*  BaQw^  to  ui  ibonatiun  widi  tba:BQBbqr  l^Ba  U  B«ob«M,.34r-3a. 
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£mpt  {Telegraphic  Route).  DctaiiS  of  the  cootempiat«d  formation  by  the  Telegraph  to 
India  Company  of  a  telegraph  line  to  India  by  way  of  Egypt,  Sir  M.  Sfephensem  023  et 
^■jf.^— Important  adrantagea  of  the  routa  by  way  of  Egypt  and  the  Bed  Sea,  Ciark 

675.  681-668  Statement  abowinff  that  by  uainf  tiie  route  of  the  valley  of  the  Nile 

there  would  he.  a  great  saving  of  suornarine  cable;  sag^estions  as  to  the  detiiileti  route 

desirable,  ib.  (  88-700  Advantages  of  the  line  proposed  by  witness  across  i^^ypt.  Sic, 

in  comnecUon  with  the  main  line  between  Alexandna  and  Diarbekir,     701-704.  743* 
744- 

Information  relative  to  a  tclegmphic  line  now  in  operation  between  Alexandria  and 
DiurbdcUt  belonging  to  the  Egyptian  and  Turkish  Governmenta,  Glass  1643-1647 
Evidence  aa  to  the  practicability  of  a  line  vid  Souakin  to  Aden,  and  on  to  ^e  southern 
■coast  of  Arel»a,  and  th*nee  vid  the  Persian  Gulf  to  India,  ib.  1664-1676.  1727-1739. 

1739)174^  'MennRofobt-uinini;  ilie  entire  coutfol  of  %  line thiosgh  Egypt  by  an  annual 

payment  to  the  Viceroy,  ib.  1733.  1 751-1754- 

Progress  befno^  made  in  the  construction  of  the  Egyptian  line  to  Souakin,  Forde  1801 
 Facility  of  laying  a  line  aucceasfiiliy  between  Jnaaaownh  and  Aden,  FMk  i8o#- 

1804;  Jenldn  1814. 

Inforniution  relative  to  the  line  recently  made  from  Diarbckir  to  Alexandria ;  its  value 

if  put  into  proper  working  ordu  ,  Greener  1907-191^.  With  regard  10  tlic  !ii»bility  of 

certain  parts  of  the  line  through  Asia  Minor  to  obstruction  from  enow,  kc,  there  is  no 
doubt  but  tlie  line  from  Diarbekir  to  Alexandria  tluooirb  Syria  ia  very  fanponaat  as 

an  aherimiive  I'lie  in  wii.fer  if  it  were  properly  inar.a;:;ed,  ih.  1075-1979. 

With  regard  to  the  telegraph  line  between  Diarbekir  and  Alexandria,  no  cos^nizance  is 
taken  of  it  m  ibe  India  Cwee,  it  being  known  that  the  Turks  are  not  in  a  condition  to 

gMfiranret'  its  efficiency,  Thornton  2822  Statement  as  to  the  Telegraph  Construction 

aiio  Maintenance  Company  no  longer  receiving  messages  for  transmission  to  India  via 
Egypt  and  Diarbekir,  on  account  of  the  Turkish  Ch>vemment  suddenly  <;iviiii^  notice  that 
tbey  were  unprepared  to  accept  any  European  measagea  by  the  line,  Wells  3442-34^7 
Cooatant  liaDiiity  to  delay  in  usiog  the  land  linea  through  ]^ypt,  ib.  3450. 

Explanation  that  the  Turk^;  are  not  really  in  a  position  to  forward  lodo-EuRifMan 
mcsaagee  by  way  of  Egypt  and  Diarbekir,  this  line  being  in  want  of  much  improvemeat^ 
■  GtHdamd  3571 , 3572. 

Return  of  the  computed  real  value  of  imports  from  Egypt  into  the  United  Kingdom 

in  the  year  i866f  Agp,  {Q^  Return  of  thedecUtted  value  of  Britiab  and  Irish  produoa 

and  linoi  mamiftctiiraa  exported  to  Egypt  (ilomthe  United  Kingdom  in  the  eame  year,  ih. 

Statement  iHbniitted  by  Sir  Macdonald  Stephenson  in  explanation  of  proposal  t» 
telegraphic  comnraDieation  «td  Egypt  and  Arabia,  App,  596— >Map  ahowing  toecoona 
of  the  proposed  line  vid  Egypt  and  Arabia,  ib.  657. 

Obstacles  to  a  satis&ctory  use  of  ibe  Hue  recently  opened  between  Gaza,  on  die  Egyptian 
.  frontier,  and  Diarbekir  on  tlie  main  line  of  telegraph  between  Constnntinopla  and  ^igdad, 
Jtcp.  xi  Considefation  of  the  scheme  for  a  new  telegraph  service  to  India  «i4  Egypt ; 

several  advantages  of  this  proposal,  as  involving  but  one  manugemeiu  and  control,  ib. 

;uv  Couclusiou  as  to  the  proposed  communication  between  Alexandria  and  Bombay, 

byway  of  Aden,  being  deserving  of  the  influence  and  support  of  tlie  Enplisli  Govern- 
ment, ii.  xvi- — Expediency  of  bringing,  if  possible,  v.  i  li  i;  the  Turkish  couvenliou  the 
line  recently  established  through  Syru^  for  connectbg  AieAaudria  with  tbc  luain  line  to 
India  at  'Diarbekir,  ib.  xvi. 

See  also  Malta  and  Alexandria  2V%nqiA.        Jtai  Sea  aad  Attia  Tti^grafk, 

Transit  through  Egypt. 

Egyptian  Mails.    Injustice  in  India  being  cliarged  with  one-half  of  the  cost  of  the  mails  to 
1%pt,  JTw^te  t866-<367* 

JSlectric  and  International  Telegraph  Company.  Description  of  the  route  or  routes  by 
-which  telegraphic  messages  received  by  the  Electric  and  International  Telegraph  Com- 
pany are  forwarded  to  India,  Hob.  R.  Orimston  493-502— —Endeavottra  nsade  by 
witness's  con^pany  to  obtain  increased  facihiies  abroad  for  working  the  system  to  India, 
but  without  etiect,  ib.  506-510— 'Total  amomitof  tel^grapbic  busiuess  with  India  for- 

\   warded  tfarough  the  Electric  and  International  Cnmganijf  io,  534. 

Reference  to  a  long  delay  on  the  part  of  the  India  Office  in  replying  to  a  certain  pro 

poaai  by  witnesa  in  1862,  Hon.  M.  Grimston   ^Explanation  on  the  foregoing 

point»  i%«rntoa  s68B-4^. 

Trtnamission  (if  rhr-  mcne&^Q^-    f  witness's  firm  by  the  Electric  and  IntemalioBal 
CoBqwny  with  whom  it  is  left  to  .select  what  route  they  please.  Green  1213-1217. 

Letter  from  the  Company  to  the  Indu.  OflSee  in  Noveaaber  186a  with  reference  to  €bt 
means  for  insuring  a  direct  and  uninterrupted  communication  with  India,  App.  523. 

Correapondence  between  the  company  and  the  India  Office  in  June  1864  upon  the 
qnealion  of  steps  bemg  taken  by  the  nrilMi  GoFamnient  to  obtam  firon  the  Aostra- 
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MkttntanA  International  Telegraph  Cmi^njf—etmtiaxied. 

Germanic  Telegraphic  Union  the  reservation  of  a  special  wire  from  Amsterdam  to  VieniMf 
for  the  tr>insmissiun  of  tl»n)Ugh  messa-^e*  between  £iii>land  and  India,  App.  522,  553. 

ilelum  of  the  meiMgiM  received  fay  the  compiny  from  India  in  March  i8ti6,  showing 
the  station  of  departure  of  each  message,  the  tinir.  uf  depa^ure,  the  time  of  arrival  in 

London,  the  time  occupied  in  tnuumission,  and  the  route  taken,  App  ,540-551  Similar 

ratam  to  tba  fiMWf;oins  for  the  period  from  ist  to  16th  April,  tA,  559-^5. 

^  Ellora"  TJie.   Statement  of  tiie  toimag^aud  lior»e  power  oftihui  veaeel  of  die  Peniontir 

and  Oriental  Company,  App.  gOy. 

Emu,"  Tke.   Amount  of  tonnage  and  horse-power  oF  the  "  Emu,"  App.  569. 

Extra  Servicei  {Comuifanee  oj  MoiU),    Ketarn  of  ti>e  charges  in  respect  of  extra senricei 
to  India,  &c.  by  the  Penioaalnr  and  Oriental  Company  in  iSGj^  Apj).  3s6. 


P. 

Falmouth  to  Gibraltar  and  Malta  (^Submarine  Telegraph).    Prospect  of  a  cable  being  laid 
from  Falmouth  to  Oibraltar,  and  from  Gibraltar  to  Malta,  «oaa  to  .secure  an  in'tependent 

line  between  thi-;  cniin'r-/  nnd  Tiidia,  Glast  1710.  1731-1734  Ofiinion  liiat  the  route 

viA  Falmouth,  Gibraltar,  Malta,  kc,  as  originiiily  piupo!<ecl  i>y  Mr.  Gisborne,  is  the  best 
route  for  an  independent  line  to  India,  Fvrie  1799, 1800. 

JPao.   Separate  ti-legrnph  office*  at  Fao  for  the  Torkish  line  and  the  ludo-Enropean  lini^ 

Greener  iHti^-iHtrfy. 

See  also  Indo-European  Tekfjraph.     Persia  and  Persian  Gulf  Cable. 

JForde,  Henry  L  harles.    (An<iiysisof  hia  Evidence.) — Civil  engineer;  has  had  consi<!erable 
experience  in  connf'Ction  w^i  telegraphing,  nnd  was  engineer  widi  Mr.  Gisborne  for  the 

Slalta  and  Alexandria  line,  1764-1768  Explanation  as  to  its  having  been  decided  to 

lay  this  line  in  sliallow  water,  in  order  to  facilitate  repaiis,  1769  InTe«ti«fation  by 

means  of  turvevd  and  »ouailii>gs  bi  tur^-  the  line  was  laid,  1771-1773  Circunistaiu  e  of 

the  brctiks  in  the  cable  having  occuried  entirtrly  to  the  ea>tvvaid  ol  Ben^azi,  or  in  the 

•hallowest  part  of  the  whole  line,  1774  Great  diffiealtv  exp«nenoed  in  finding  a 

uniform  bnttijm  for  tlie  ruble  ;  ihe  soimdin^u  h.ive,  hruvevcr,  been  sinoe  COmpletedf  and  % 
good  bottom  can  probably  be  selected  in  d- cp  water,  1774-1777. 

Iiiri.rmation  relative  to  the  laying  of  the  line  between  Aden  and  KorracTiee ;  belief  that 

itfs  filihini  wns  owiriu'  chiefly  to  the  cable  h  iving  bet-n  payed  otit  too  taut,  177^-17^9  

Very  favourable  nuite  from  Aden  to  Iiuiia  for  the  laying  uf  a  submaiuie  cable,  1781- 
1783.  1805-1 S07—  -Uoiite  taken  in  iayii.-j:  ilie  line  from  Kurrachee  lo  Ad«n»  1784— 1787 
Opinion  that  the  cable  was  in  ihetiist  instance  too  light,  i'j>^Q- 

Defective  character  of  the  cible  laid  in  the  Red  S<ra  in  1859  ,*  opinion  that  \U  failure 

was  caused  by  its  lightness,  nnd  by  it*  having  been  payed  out  t.i  >  ti^hi,  1 790-1 79S  

Conclusion  as  to  the  laciUty  of  layinjt  n  cable  neceesfully  in  tlie  Red  Sea  at  the  present 
tim^,  1792.  1 802-1804  Opinion  that  the  best  route  ror  an  independent  line  to  India 

is  that  orii;it)a!iv  proposed  Iiv  Mr.  Gi-iborne  liy  way  of  Falmouth,  Gibraltar,  Malta.  &C., 
1799,  1800— Progress  being  made  in  the  cunsti-uctioa  of  the  Egyptian  line  to  :;uuakia, 
1801. 

Opinion  as  to  (he  sufficiency  s)f  one  hour,  instead  of  two  (lav>!.  for  the  transtnissicn  of 

each  message  between  Bombay  and  Calcutta,  1808  Very  few  hours  in  which  mettsaeea 

might  be  transmitted  between  Ettg^nnd  and  India  if  there  were  one  imbroken  roote»niider 
English  management,  1809. 

£Secoad  Examination. J— Delivers  in  report  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade  upon 
the  Malta  and  Alexandria  Telegiaph  ;  aUo  map  illttsttating  llie  proposed  line  to  India  by 
way  of  Egypt  and  Arabia,  t84tt-t)}5l. 

[Third  Examination.] — Particuhrs  ns  to  the  cn^iue'-rinc:  facilities  f  r  lavin  -  a  tele- 
graphic cable  from  ilangoon  to  Smgaporc,  and  trom  Singapore  to  China  and  Japan  ;  paper 
■ahmitted  on  titia  anbjM^  3300-3369. 

Farde,  Mr.  Copy  of  Anal  report  of  Mr.  Forde,  dated  let  If  ovemberi86i,  relative  to  the 

cmadition  and  working  of  the  Malta  and  Alexandria  Telegraph,  App.  582-588. 

Abstract  statement  submitted  by  Mr.  Forde,  in  further  explanation  of  his  scheme  of 
telegraph  linea  between  In^,  Singapore,  China,  Japan,  and  Avstridia.  App.  641. 

foreign  Goremmeiits.    Several  ingtaneea  of  postal  arrangements  on  the  part  of  this  country 
with  tbc  French  and  other  €toferments  ;  approval  thereof,  7/<7^  308-327. 

See  also  France.     Ftrda,     Ruuia.     TeUtjraph  Communication.  Turkey. 
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jForagn  Office.  ImproTemeflt  of  telegraphic  oommunicatioo  tbroajrh  the  pressure  broiidit 
totiearon  the  Torkiih  Qatenmeoi  hjtbe  India  Office  thraa!!:h  the  Pweign  OflBc^ 
!ri^itlM»        »7i9,  «7So» 

France  (Telfsrdphir  Route).  Very  few  errors  in  trfinsmission  betweoti  France  and  linffland, 
Sir  J.  Carmi^  hneU  757,  758— — Ubjectionable  es|iioi)aie  to  whirli  the  telegrapliic  svKtea 

in  Fnuice  is  sul'Ject,  Glat$  16+0.  1683,    1684  Very  niisatisfactory  result  of  llie 

■vfifem  in  Paris  ot  tranemittioK  memoes  by  the  cheapest  route,  so  that  Loadon  meMages 
for  Atexandria  mnstly  g<>  «t'4  dmstaniinople  and  Syria  and  nre  thus  rabject  to  great 

del  ly,  ih.  \^^J,~\CifJ^>■  Pcifcct  line  all  the  way  to  India  if  an  indeppndrnt  line  were 

penintled  tlirou<:l)  Fmnce  utt  well  as  one  through  Kgy()t;  difficulty  in  obtuining  snch 
permission  from  the  Frcncl<  Government,  ib.  1746-1754. 
See  also  Afarseillei  Route.       Aletsagrries  Imperiahs. 

Fratdtfart.  Pieferente  given  at  regards  telegraphic  comiuunicatioa  with  India  to  the 
Fianhfint  wute  oftr  ihe  Berlin  route,  there  being  direct  wires  to  each  of  those  piacei, 
Em.  B,  Grmitom,  493-496. 

jFVMMft  Mdl  Packttd  (Indhf  Ctaatt,  {r«*)>  ^  Mttiagtim  htftrUdtt* 

Frere,  Sir  Barile.  Views  of  Sir  Bartle  Frere  in  digapproval  of  the  pmaent  monop^dyer 
the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company  in  the  conv^anoe  ofpaawqijen,  KMiglU  466, 


Galbraitk,  C.  I.ftfnr  from  Mr.  Galbmith,  deputy  suiierintondcnt  of  telpjrnjp1i?»,  Punjaub 
Gtrcle*  dated  4tb  June  1861,  ftubuiilling  suggestion?  tui  u  reorganization  of  the  siuiTof 
the  depnrtmenir  A]ip*  460-1467. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Gnlliraith  to  the  director  ^pn-rul  of  telegraphs  in  Indm,  dated  H ui- 
bay,  30lb  Augnst  1 c-ontainiog  suggestions  for  imptovenieats  in  the  adtuiinslrauua 
and  the  cetsbiiabment  of  the  depertment,  Jfp*  496, 497.  * 

GMft.  Time  table  f«r  the  mail  aerrioe  tietween  Oalle  and  Sydney,  and  between  Sydney 
«n4  Gelle,  for  the  year  1664,  Jfp.  «i8-m<^^AIso  fix  the  year  i86fi,  db,  ««ft^S5. 

"  Gerhnig  ''  The.   S(aipment  nf  tho  toiinage «iid  boTae  |M»wer  of  tUs Tesael of  the PltoinsMlar 

and  OiienUl  Cuuipany,  App.  569. 

Qtrmanic  Uttioa  Teltaraph.  Nonobjection  to  ihe  charge  made  in  respect  of  meaaages 
by  the  Oermanie  tfnion  Kne,  Htm.  R.  Grimsionf  6d!t-6o6. 

Ghazeepore.  Want  of  improved  means  of  telegraphic  communicatiun  at  (he  important 
town  of  Ghnzeepore,  Adlejf  9 

OMoriu,  Ftancit,  fAnalysis  of  his  £videnee.)~>HnB  lind  coiisiderable  experience  in 
connection  with  the  quesiion  of  telei^raphic  commuication  to  Singapore,  China,  and 

Ausirttlia,  3258  Negotiations  between  witness  and  the  Auistralinn  colonies  in  1H59 

and  1  Si io  with  reference  1. 1  a  telegraphic  iitu'  Ironi  llie  north  coast  of  Anstnilia  to  tlie 

east  end  of  Java,  16.  Proposition  by  the  Austialian  colonies  in  1860  to  contribute  a 

sttm  of  35,0001.  a  year  for  twenty-one  years  in  aid  of  the  proposed  eommnnicatioa,  3SjlRb 

3333  Reason  why  Sooth  Aostralia  did  not  join  the  othtf  colonies  in  the  foregoing 

arT'tDgcuicnt,  32^8. 

Evidenre  relative  10  the  la>lure  hitherto  on  the  part  of  the  India  Office  to  aid  in  the 

exti  nsion  of  the  teleora^ih  from  Kangoon  to  Singapore  upon  the  plea  tliat  there  was  no 
scourny  fur  the  further  exte  nsion  of  tiie  line  i  n  to  China  and  Australia,  3259-3266. 

334-  ;i349  Circumstance  of  Sir  Charles  Wood  having  made  any  assiaiance  from 

ludian  revenues  to  the  Rangoon  and  i>iogapore  line  conditional  upon  a»8ist8Doe  from  the 
Treasury  for  farther  extension  to  Australia  and  China ;  comment  upon  the  action  of  the 
Ind;a  Office  in  this  i;i;:t;er,  'il^il-'o-'^Z-  3-^5>  S-^R.  334--3349. 

Invariable  refiieal  by  the  Treasury  to  U!^slst  by  gtib:!.uiy  or  guarantee  the  lines  &o  much 
required  beyond  Singapore,  32()2-3e64— ^Referenco  to  u  statement ellOwingtiM imneame 
amount  of  trade  tmd  shipp  ng  to  be  accommodated  by  the  propotrd  imes  to  China  and 

Australia,  3264.  3267-327^5  Statistics  of  the  immense  trade  between  England  and 

China, and  baAvcfn  huliii  .nd  Ci.ina,  ;i'^tjH-:vi7:{ — Con8ider»l)le  trade  (Mtween  China 
and  Japan,  and  between  England  and  Japan,  3275,  3376. 

Parlicaiars  as  to  the  proposed  course  of  the  telegraph  from  Rangoon  to  Singapore  and 

Ciiiiiii ;  facilities  for  its  bt  In^  laid  succc-^stuii v,  3-77-3284  Advaniuge  in  tjeiiig  able 

to  ky  the  lines  both  to  Cimia  and  Australia  chiefly  in  shallow  water  and  in  a  favourable 

bottom,  3277-32S1  Permission  obtained  from  the  French  Qovenmieat  to  land  the 

enble  mid  establish  a  station  at  Saigon,  thou^b  they  reftiae  any  peeuninry  aid,  3282. 
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Giiborne,  FtomcU.    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence)— con/iimetf. 

3385-3288  Objertions  to  a  shore  line  from  Moalntein  to  Singftpore^  n  coaD}NUfed  with 

a  submiirtne  line,  3583,  3284. 

Reference  to  a  letter  from  IIm  Foreigfii  Office,  in  April  1866,  showing  that  the  CItinese 
Government  had  retused  permission  to  a  teiei;raph  line  between  Pekm  and  Kiukhta, 

31186.  3291,  3a()2  Nature  of  the  ^cilities  ^r  laying  a  line  between  Siitgapore  and 

Java;  ticce>,siiy  of  g.i.iKliiiL;  ugainst  injury  from  sIii|js'  anchors,  3-2y3.  3:3-2()  Doubt 

wbetber  the  Dutch  (itivi mint  lU  would  grant  h  subsidy  in  aid  uf  a  line  between  Singapore 

and  Java,  3«94-329'i  -^ip  cial  importance  of  the  link  Ijciween  Rangoon  und  Singapore 

as  the  key  to  the  whole  scheme  of  cooimimicatiou  with  Chba,  AuatraUa,  &&,  33gi5. 
3310,  331  i. 

Peeilities  for  laying  a  line  between  Java  and  Auatralia  «fVI  Timor ;  want,  however,  of 

moil- si>undini:s  briiiiT  tnkrn  on  this  route,  3^97.  3^98.  33!*:!,  33i;j  Progress  now 

being  uiiidc'  vviili  t  e  construction  oi  a  land  line  ui  Aut^traii'i  to  the  liead  of  ihe  Gulf  of 
Carpentaria,  u!ii  le  it  would  unite  wiih  tlie  pmposed  submarine  rablCi  3499-330 i .  3;J24. 

3336  Prosjpect  oi  the  cable  being  takeo  tu  Adam  Bay  a«  a  nearer  iwint  than  the  head 

of  the  Oolf  or  Oarpentaria,  3300      Immenae  valve  of  the  trade  of  Aaatrafiat  brsidae 
which  tlure  is  the  lari;<;  Lulllcn  export,  tlie  uho'e  hriiij:  interested  in  telegiapbie  oom* 
muuicatioo  with  the  East,  and  with  England,  3303-3307.  3327-3330. 
Snfficient  means  of  commntricatioa  between  Eni^land  and  India  for  sonM  y«an  10  come 

if  tho  several  txi^ti  iij  lines  were  made  properly  nvailn'ili-,  nnd  if  HLlditioiial  wi  os  wece 

added  U)  tiu'in,         3309  Expediency  of  the  Adnijralty  being  tailed  upw  ti  take 

soundings  betut^en  ihe  ea>terD  end  of  Java  and  the  northern  ooaat  of  Australia;  wiiling< 
DOWOl  lbe  Dutch  Government  to  aid,  3312,  3313.  ^39^3340. 

Conchinen  as  to  the  neceaeity  and  the  expediency  of  peemiiary  aid  fimn  the  British 
Government  in  order  10  rndoce  private  cntei^riae  to  undertake  an  extended  telegraphic 

line  tn  Cl)ina  and  Aii^tru'ia,  ::!;jl4-33'9  Suggestion  iis   in  H  )v.  rnini  iif  aid  bi-ing 

given  in  the  i^hape  of  a  subi^xiy,  as  distinct  (root  a  guarantee,  ib.  Causes  of  the 

nilore  of  the  Reo  Sea  Gable ;  it  was  not  only  moch  too  Kglit  but  was  very  badly  laid, 
33.0. 

-  Estioiats  of  500,000/.  as  the  cost  of  a  cable  between  Rangoon  and  Singapore,  the 
distance  being  eboot  i,900  nantical  miles,  33«i^— Similar  dtstance  and  cost  between 

Singapore  and  tlir  iio  ih  coast  of  Australiii  us  between  Ran::non  and  Sinizaporr ,  iti. 
From  Singapore  to  ^Shanghai  the  distance  is  8,^^00  nautical  miles,  and  ibe  cost  would  be 
1/M0,0007.;  333«. 

Explanation  as  to  the  causes  of  failure  of  the  cable  between  Singapore  ami  Butavia, 

3324-3326  Great  political  iiuportance  of  direct  telegraphic  communication  between 

this  countrv  and  Australia  and  ISew  Zi-alaml,  3331 ,  3332  Economy  by  taking  a  cable 

to  Ai'am  Bay  as  beintj  a  neiirer  point  in  Australia  thun  ihe  lu  nd  o!  tnu  (jull  ot  Carpentaria, 

3334, 333J  Much  greater  cheiipnesa  of  land  lines  than  oi  nubiuanue  iaies,  though  the 

latter  ought  not  so  oiWn  to  get  out  of  order,  3337>  3338. 

Circumstance  of  the  British  Govern^nent  not  hein;^^  at  any  cost  whatever  in  resppct  of 

the  tine  to  India  viA  Conntantinitplc  and  the  Persian  Gull.  3341  Statement  as  to  the 

British  Government  or  the  India  Office  not  iiavmg  been  called  upon  for  any  aid  to  a  line 
from  Sinuaporc  to  Ji  vn,  or  from  Java  to  Austtalia»  if  they  would  only  coolrttmle  to  aline 
fiom  Rangoon  to  fciu-jupore,  3347-c>349- 

The  Queensland  Government  have  advertised  for  tenders  for  a  line  of  ^teamere  between 
Bn-^bitne  and  Batavia,  this  being  a  shorter  distance  than  fiom  Sydney  to  Point  de  GaJle, 

3350-3353- 

GUbontf  Mr.  Sundry  statistics  and  papera  Imd  before  the  Committee  by  Mr.  Gisbome, 
in  elueidatioa  and  aiipnort  of  bis  scheme  for  a  telegraphic  line  from  Rangoon  to  SingiiF 
pore,  and  theoee  to  Chin*  and  Aostralia*  App,  ^«^o. 

Gladstone,  Robert.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidonce.) — Large  wse  made  by  witness's  firm  of  the 
telegraph  to  India,  loia-ioao  Very  imperfvct  manner  in  which  the  tel^;iaphic 
tetvioe  was  till  lately  carried  out,  the  errors  and  ddays  occurring  entirety  abroad,  lOti- 
1028.  1042-1047.  1050-1052  Great  advantage  if  there  were  a  weekly  mail  to  Bom- 
bay, leaving  London  on  Fnday,  1029-1038.  1047-1049  Contemplated  despatch  of  all 

Ihe  Indian  maiH  to  Bombay,  to  be  dittribnted  theooe  by  lailway,  u  there  were  a  weekly 
service,  1039-1041.  1057. 

Concurrence  of  Liverpool  mercbanta  geiMially  as  to  the  expediency  of  a  weekly  mail 
to  Bombay,  1041  Important  improvement  m  the  telegraphic  service  since  die  debate 

on  the  subject  in  the  II()u<?e  of  Comuiuns,  1043-104,5.  io-)0-\c>^i  r&  :  made  by 

merchants  of  the  mad  service  vi&  Southampton  fur  the  transmiRsion  of  samples  and 
•mall  parcel^  1055*  io|ii6. 
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Glas^nw  Cfifimher  of  Commerce.    Mt  mnnal  frnm  the  Chamber  of  Commeiff  ;i-id  mano-  | 
faciureia  ot'  Glasgow  to  the  Poistmaster  Genei-al  iu  tuvour  of  the  aub:itituUoa  of  a 
weekly  mail  to  awl  from  Calcutta^  viA  Bombay,  for  the  existMig  mail  arraogemout,  ^ 
App.  644. 

i 

'Class,  Richard  AtliDood.  (An  i!v?is  of  his  Evidence.)' — 1-5  nmna^n<:^  dirnctor  of  the  Tele- 
gr.iph  CoiitiU  iitliou  and  M;untenuiicc  Companv  ;  has  iiad  cuu»iiJeiable  experience  in  the 

coHHtruction  and  l  iying  ol  Mibmiu  itK.'  cables,  1610-1612  Keference  to  the  lease  of  the 

Muha  and  Alexaiulna  line,  wUcii  completed,  to  witness's  late  tirm,  Glass,  Elliott,  and 
Company,  1614,  161/;  ^Subsequent  lease  of  the  lioe  to  the  company  now  repreeaotsd 

•  by  witnf^<,  under  which  c-xt' udrni  lease  the  coDipaby  avo  to  pay  ftboat  15^00/.  a  year  to 
(roverament,  and  maintain  the  line.  1616-1623. 

Steps  taken  by  witness  t9  huprove  tlie  communication  to  Alexandria,  when  the  Mdia 

and  Alexandria  line  was  first  leased  to  his  firm;  imniunsf;  iii<  r  ase  in  consfiqueace  in  the 

receipts  from  the  line,  1^24.  1677-1680  Great  deiay  »tnd  error  at  firat  txperienced 

through  the  defective  tran  if  mission  of  messages  through  Italian  territory,  or  from  Turin  to 
Sioiiy,  16S4-1631— -Important  improvemect  during  a  certain  period  when  Buglish 

clerks  were  allowed  to  he  placed  in  the  Italian  offices,  1624,  1625  Admintttratlon  by 

the  Mcilitcri  aiu  au  Exkiisi  iii  Tt  iegiaph  Company  of  the  line  from  Cape  Pcssaro  to 

Alalia,  under  a  guarantee  trom  Guverumeni,  1(131-1635  Failure  of  certain  negutia> 

tions  between  the  Telegraph  Construction  Company  and  the  Mediterranean  ExteosioD 
Company,  with  a  view  tu  the  latter  line  being  administered  by  the  fomer  company, 
1636.  x-ji'i.  1717.  (762,  1763.  I 

Concession  lately  obtained  by  witness's  company  from  the  I^ian  GoTcmnent  for  a 

liiiL'  f  ont  tlie  Frercli  frontier  to  Sicil- ,  t  i  'j'-  wotked  bv  clerks  ol"  the  company,  1637   —  j 
Fuithcr  coiiccs!,ioii  als-o  i'or  an  iatiepciulini  iiuc  iroiu  ijicily  to  B^-ni^uzi,  ib.  Explana- 
tion LIS  to  tlu-  stt  ps  taken  by  witness's  coiupaay  wiih  a  view  to  the  formation  of  a  second 
line  from  Sicily  to  Malta ;  c«>ramunicatoti  with  the  Italian  Goverumeni  on  tite  subject*  ; 

1638,  1639.  1712-1717  Objectionable  espionage  to  which  the  telegraphic  system  in  | 

Tiatice  is  Mibject,  ifi^i^.  iGS;),,  1684  Lt-aso  now  hoM  by  wltQCSc's  oompaoy  of  the  ! 

line  from  Alexandria  tu  i^xxn,  1 641,  164a.  1 

Information  relative  to  a  telegraphic  itne  now  in  operation  between  AJexandria  and  • 

Dia  bekir  belonging  to  ilie  Egyptian  and  Turkish  Govei nmeiits,  1643-1647  Very 

unNalistiictory  result  of  the  sysitem  in  Paris  of  tran8mittini£  ijies-<agL'-.  by  the  cheapest 

rout) ,  m  tliat  London  messages  for  Alexandria  mostly  go  via  Constantinople  aod  Syria,  ; 

and  ace  thus  subject  to  (xreat  delay.  1644-1656  Instance  of  the  very  expeditious  i 

transmtssion  of  mes-sagex  between  Alexandria  and  London  viA  Malta,  1647 — —Router 
independently  of  Par  s,  to  hn  iifTorddl  by  the  con-itTuction  of  a  line  vi&  Raj^usa  lO  ; 
Benguzi;  facilities  and  advantages  of  such  line,  1653-1659.  1706-1711.  1732-1726. 

Greater  wear  of  cables  m  shallow  waicr  than  in  deep  water,  1659  Verycarefbl 

surveys  required  befiie  Inyino  ^^^iblIlarine  cables,  1659.  '''71  Total  receipts  «>f  about 

^,000/.  a  year  from  the  wt)rking  of  the  Malta  and  Alexandria  line,  1660-1663  Line 

proposed  to  be  used  by  th»!  company  on  to  Souakin,  1664-1670  Conclusion  as  to  the 

practicability  and  safety  of  a  line  down  tiie  Ilsd  Sea,  from  Sou.tkii  t  .  Aden,  and  on 
oy  the  southern  coast  of  Arabia  to  Uiu  cuLiauce  of  the  Peisian  Guit,  and  to  latlia,  1 671— 
1676.  1727-1730.  1739.  1740. 

Strong  leeling  in  Alexandiia  in  favour  of  an  independent  line  between  that  place  and 

England,  1682  Impuitaticc  attached  by  uituess'ii  company  to  the  combination,  under 

one  nian  igement,  of  the  railway  telegraphs  in  India,  and  of  the  lines  between  India  and 

P^ngland,  1680-1687  Immense  time  taken  by  foreign  Goremments  in  making 

inquiries  when  complaints  are  submitted  ss  to  delays  which  oocar  abroad,  1688,  i6dg 

 Great  delay  in  Italy  in  the  transmission  of  through  messages  to  or  from  India, 

everything  being  delayt  (i  if  there  are  any  Italian  or  Stale  messages  to  be  attended  to  at 
tha  same  tine,  iIHh>-i^* 

Delay  and  neglect  in  Turkey  and  EL^ypi  owino:  to  the  apathv  and  idleness  of  tlie  nattvR 

clerks,  1695-1700.  17H1  lustaticc  ui*  delay  throun;h  a  Maltese  clerk  reading  the  words 

"John  BrowD*'  as  one  word,  1700— Failore  of  attempts  by  witness'^  company  to 
obtain  wrmiasion  from  theTurkisb  Government  to  lay  a  line  from  Alexandria,  or  frotd 

El  Arish  to  Dtarhehir  or  Constantinople,  &c.,  1701.  1754-1757  Explanation  as  10 

the  mechanical  process  used  in  the  transmission  of  messages,  aikd  M  lo  the  opeiatiou  of 
the  repeating  apparatus,  lyoa-i/os.  1735,  1736. 

Belief  that  fa  time  it  will  be  necessary  to  lay  a  line  from  Falmouth  to  Gibraltar,  and 

from  Gibraltar  to  Malta,  so  as  to  secure  an  independent  line  to  India  ;  prospect  of  this 

scheme  beiiii:  carried  out,  1710.  1731-1734  Gonsideruble  ill  feeling  created  between 

the  Italian  Governnieat  and  witness's  company  on  account  of  the  intermediate  adminis- 
tration from  Malta  to  Sicily,  1712  Good  rr  :  I  rinn  of  the  line  from  Malta  fo  Sicily, 

1718  Very  farourable  character  of  tiie  >;round  at  tlio  bottom  of  the  lower  part  of  the 

Bed  Sea  fur  the  laying  of  a  submarine  cable,  1730  Means  of  obtaining  the  entire 

control  uf  a  line  through  Egypt  by  an  aaaual  payment  to  the  Viceroy,  1733.  1751'- 1754 

-^iDStance 


Digitized  by  Google 


G  L  A  G  O  L  fl9 

Report,  1866— ONilmiiMf.  / 

QUsUt  Richard  Atttcood.    (Analysis  ofliis  Evidence) —c<»«*i/JM«<?. 

Iiwtance  of  the  great  speed  tbat  may  be  atiainvd  by  having  an  iodepoideat  lta« 
tbroughoat,  1737, 173)^  1741  -^Jaines  of  ibe  failure  of  the  Bed  Sea  ItDe,  1739. 

Satisfactin  v  charactoi  of  the  recent  arrangement  for  a  eeparate  wire  ili rough  the 
Itahan  Slates,  1743-1745— Peifect  lioe  all  the  way  to  India  if  an  independeut  line 
were  permitted  throng  Prance,  as  well  ae  one  through  Eeypt:  difficulty  in  obtaining 

such  J)!  I'liii-siiifi  from  the  French  Government,   1 74<)-i7o-}  I'rief  period  of  irans- 

tnissioit  bctwi-en  London  and  Alexandria  if  there  were  one  uiibiokcu  line,  1758,  1759 
Great  irregularity  in  the  anival  of  some  meaingea  to  and  from  Alexandria  on  ao- 
coont  uf  the  practice  in  Italv  of  sending  the  meaMges  bj  an  nltemative  iinn»  if  tlicrs  u  a 
block  at  any  station,  1 759,  1 760. 

"  GokamUif"  The.  Sui»e6tioa  for  patting  new  engines  into  this  vessel  at  a  coat  of  33,oool« 
BO  «a  to  obtab  «  apeed  of  twelve  Lnoto  an  boor,  Sauiuda  2955 — -The  <*  Gokonda," 
at  present,  should  be  able  to  do  at  least  ten  knots  an  Iiour,  ib.  2969. 

Statement  of  the  tonnage  and  horae«power  of  thi»  vessel,  Ajpp.  £169. 

Goldsmid,  Linitrvnnt  Cnfnvpl  Frerferic  John.    (Analysis  of  hii  Evidence.) — Is  superin- 
tendent oi  the  I tido- European  '1  elegrapii,  345S  Returned  frotu  India  about  a  month 

since  :  has  also  been  recently  in  Persia,  34,19-34^^  -Inquiries  made  by  witness  at  the 

end  of  1861,  and  again  in  1863,  upon  the  question  of  a  teJ^raphic  line  from  Kurrachee 

to  Bunder  Abbas,  3463,  :)464  Result  of  witness'^  inqairiea  in  Persia,  that  a  coast 

line  may  be  carried  fiom  Gwadur  to  Riuider  Abbas  without  any  great  difficulty:  sujrges- 

tions  as  to  tlie  route  to  be  taken,  3466-3474  Advantages  of  a  line  from  Bunder 

Abbas  to  Ispahan,  by  way  of  Ktruian  and  Yeuf :  large  local  uae  to  be  made  of  this  Itn^ 
3475-3488.  3543-3545-  3564,  3565. 

Much  better  e '  mmunication  with  India  by  way  of  Bunder  Abbas  and  Ispahan  than 

by  way  of  Buslnre  and  Sliiraz,  3489-3491  Reference  to  the  views  of  Colonel  Stewart 

in  fuvour  of  a  line  to  Bunder  Abbiis  joining  at  Sliiraz  uistead  of  Bushirc,  3489.3550- 

36^5  Difficult  country  between  Shiraz  and  Bushirc,  whUst  (he  line  between  Ispahan 

and  Shiraz  has  faded  very  much  during  the  i  uer  Iroin  snow  storms,  3481),  3490.  3535— 
3542  Good  workinj;  r^ently  of  the  line  between  'l  elieran  and  Bushire,  349-.*  Im- 
portant improvements  about  to  be  adopted  m  the  constraciion  of  the  line  throiigb  Penua, 

ib.  Bad  \vurkiii>:;  uf  tlic  line  from  Tchenn  to  Tabrees,  owing  nbiefly  to  ite  bduBg 

entirely  undtr  PtT-.iaa  superintendence,  34y3-;Hy^- 

Particulars  as  to  the  satisfactory  working  of  the  Persian  Gulf  line  down  to  a  recent 

period,  3499-3503  Larcc  revemie  received  over  the  Persian  Guli  Hue  in  the  first  four 

months  of  the  present  year,  3503-3507  Statement  slio>\iag  the  much  shorter  time 

oceopted  in  (he  transmission  of  messages  from  England  to  Kurracbee,  vttf  Turkey,  tbnn 

vi&  Russia,  3503  Doubt  a^^  to  the  cost  of  the  PeraianOalf  line :  the  working  e«penMa 

are  about  30,000  ^  a  year,  3508-3512. 

IVital  of  about  «5,ooo/.  expended  on  the  Perrian  line  fnm  KMEniidn  to  Boshire,  ex- 

clnsivo  of  the  cost  of  the  posts,  and  of  labour,  which  are  furnished  by  ilie  Persian 

Government,  3513-351 6.  3532-3534  Well-cot»structed  character  of  this  Ime,  3517 

Large  local  use  made  of  the  Plersian  Ime^,  3518,  3519  Great  delay  at  flnt 

in  sending  messages  by  the  Russian  and  Persian  system,  the  route  having  howevar 

greatly  improved,  35'.20,  3521. 

Satisfaction  in  Cakntta  and  Madrao  with  the  improved  working  of  the  telegraph* 
during  the  present  year,  3593-3j(«4— ~Very  rapid  working  over  the  line  from  Kurraenee 
to  Bombay  at  the  present  time,  the  service  having  been  greatly  improved  sinoe  the  period 

of  the  opening  of  the  Persian  Oalf  Kne,  3525-3531  • 

Doubt  as  to  the  Persian  Government  having  much  objection  to  an  alterMtive  linefroin 
Ispahan  to  Bunder  Abbas,  3546.  3562  ^Feeling  on  the  firnntinr  between  the  Perdane 

and  Beloochees,  ice;  outline  of  the  frontier  bouiidaiy  bet  ween  Ktilai  and  Persia,  3,5^6- 

3553. 3568,  3569  Btlief  as  t<»  there  b«iag  onlv  one  wire  from  Teheran  to  Tabreez  and 

Jttlfa,  3554-^— Advantage  if  the  Bngliab  or  lR,us«ian  Government  were  allowed  the  , 

supervision  of  the  line  to  Tabreez,  3555-3557  Provision  of  telegraphic  communication 

with  Astrachan,  there  being  also  s  'me  scheme  for  a  cable  across  ihc  Caspian  Sea,  3558, 

3o'j9   Su[r!jesLian  (nade  oy  wiinr-ss  to  the  Bnnibay  Government  for  a  line  from  tlie 

DSmjat  10  luindahnr  and  fro'u  Kandahar  to  Ucrat;  jealousy  iu  Persia  of  the  Afiglmne 
•dverted  (0  hereon,  3566,  356;. 

Explanation  that  the  TurkR  are  not  really  in  a  position  10  forward  Indo-Eui opean 
messages  by  way  of  ^^pt  and  Diiirbekir,  this  line  being  in  want  of  much  improvement, 

3571,  3572  i?uggested  atCeration  of  the  convention  with  Tuikey,  so  as  to  provide  for 

the  European  side  of  Conntaittinnple  as  well  as  tha  Afiatic  side,  3573,  3574  BLliefaa 

to  there  being  no  (iirect  means  of  communication  between  Alexandria  and  Coastanlmople, 
3675-3677* 
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Qeldatnidt  LuuUnant  Cohml,  LeUer  from  Li«uteaaat  Colonel  Goldamid  to  the  B  loibay 
OoTenuneut,  dated  41b  November  i865»  with  leferanc  to  the  present  comlitioa  uud  ^cus- 
pccts  of  the  Indo-Boropean  Hue  of  telegraph,  App.  436-440. 

Government  Aid  (^Telegraph  to  China  and  AvstraHii),  Qiieslion  still  undecided  by  the  Tele- 
graph lo  India  Conii>any  whether  they  shall  applv  to  Govirnm.  nl  Jor  any  pecuniary  aid 
or  subsidy  ill  conneciion  with  the  scheme  to>  une  uiilir<  ki  ti  line  of  te  e^iftph  10  Ipidili 
China,  and  Atjstralia,  under  one  adiiiini4ration,  6'ir  M.  Stephenson  (34,5-647. 

Invunablc  reru»(a)  Ity  ihe  Treasury  to  umml  by  Piibnidy  or  guamntee  the  lines  so  much 

feqnired   beyond  Singi»pore,  Gitborne  3862-3564  CooeliieiOP  as  to  the  neccsnty 

«nd  the  expediency  of  pecuniary  aid  from  the  british  GoveiniMeat  in  Ofdef  to  induce 
private  (uterprltie  to  undertalce  an  exteoaive  lelegra[)bia  tine  to  Chh»  mnd  Auitrriia, 
33ii-;.3it;— — Sure;,  hi      ;  Government  aid  being  given  in  the  abape  of  n  lubiidy 
.  ae  distiuci  troiu  a  guarantee,  ib. 

Circumstance  of  "the  British  Government  not  being  at  any  rout  whatever  in  reopect  <A  ' 

t!ie  line  to  India  via  Coii8tantinop!f  nnd  tlie  Persian  GuW",  Gishortie  33 ;  i  J^tat meat 

as  to  the  Britisli  Govrmmeut  or  the  India  Office  not  Leii^  called  upon  for  any  aid  to  a 
line  from  Sinuapore  to  Java,  ur  fioin  Java  to  Australiaj  if  they  wolda  only  eontrihale  to 
%  tine  IroDi  Rany;oi>u  lo  Singapore,  ib.  3347-3349' 

ConernmeiU  Officials  (Passengers).    Heavy  burden  upon  the  poorer  servants  of  the  Indian 
Government  through  the  high  rates  charged  between  Boinbdy  and  Suez,  Knight  466. 

Number  of  Government  officials  cHni»*d  respectively  in  (he  French  and  English  vessels 

rti  Gallee  to  China,  &c.,  //o;fe//  133<)-I339  Siatemt^nt  as  to  the  number  of  officers  | 

of  the  anny  aiui  navy  and  of  the  civil  soivicc  new  caincil  in  the  company's  ves-ifls, 

jUoiceU  1477-1479;         6^^  Uardi^i.ip  upon  Uie  company  by  the  order  of  the  War  j 

Office  that  officers  are  to  travel  ae  much  ae  poaaibie  by  the  Cape  rovte,  JBcweff  1479. 

Deduction  of  15,000/.  finm  the  subsidy  for  the  India  and  China  mail  service  on 
account  of  she  abundonmeut  of  reduced  rates  fur  (jo\<  rmiKjut  [jass^nger^  .iipj>.  538.  ' 

Government  'J'eb'^aphs  {India.)    See  Telrgraphir  Comniiinicalion,  II.  J.  I 

Government  Tra»*port*,    Prohal)iliiy  of  many  pa8sen<:ei8  beiiig  wiilidrnwn  Irom  (he  Pe» 
BinKolarand  OfCeiital  Conip.iiiy'H  vessels  by  tlie  propo$e<l  estabhshment  of  Government 

tmn -sports  bet \»e«?n  Suez  and  Bombay,  £//>tce/^  1473-1480  Inipiobability  of  greater 

epeiid  than  tea  knots  an  hour  in  the  passiige  betwet-n  Suez  nnd  Bombay  in  Government 

troopsbipii,  ib.  153H-1541  Probiibility  of  the  docking  faciliti'-s  of  the  company  being 

rraorieO  10  for  the  Government  troopshipa,  i5.i54fj-i54S-  In-preSbion  as  to  the  in^uffi* 

cieneyof  ihe  Government  dock  aeeumnifldation  for  the  propoeed  troopi^hips,  ib.  156s- 
1566. 

Great  Judian  Peninsula  Bailvcay.    Explanation      to  the  probaMe  time  of  completion  of 
various  jtortions  o(  the  Comptniy'*  system  now  in  <  ourse  ol  construction,  Taylor  22-33 
— — t.'liarncter  and  effect  of  the  Government  control  over  the  inana^eroent  of  the  Great  | 
Indian  Peninsula  Railway  adverted  toin  couaeetjon  with  their  admiobtrntion  of  the  tele- 
graph, 7"Ao»7i/o« -2820, 2821.  I 

Term!^  of  arrangement  proposed  in  i8f<3  between  the  Oriental  Telegraph  Company  and  | 

the  Great  Indian  Peninsula  Railway  Company  for  a  trai.sler  of  the  telegraphs  of  the  ^ 

latter  company  to  the  former,  App.  343,  344  Views  expressed  by  the  Government  of  | 

India  upon  the  question  of  the  prop()>ed  (nuisler,  ib.  346-348'~Gondniieu  of  IIm 

India  Office  adveise  to  the  proposed  nrrangenii  nt,  ib.  34H.  ; 

Hetnrns  showinpi:  the  expenditure  of  the  cf  ni]  any  m  India  and  in  England  down  to  , 

31  December  lH(>4,  in  respect  of  iho  electric  teltcrnph,  the  receipts  for  nies'-aijes,  tlie  eX-  | 

pcnses  for  working  and  maintenance,  and  the  number  of  miles  of  tilegraph  lines  open,  in  ' 

.  1863  and  1864,  Jpp.  58a  615.  I 

Proceedings  in  the  Public  Works  Department  in  India  in  September  and  October  1865, 
with  reference  to  the  extension  of  tb¥  railway  to  Magpore,  Jubbulpore,  &,c.,  in  c  n- 
neetion  with  tho  oonveyance  of  the  mails  overnnd  fiom  Bombay  to  iSaleuttn,  8(0.  Ap]^.  \ 

606-611. 

See  also  Railway  Communication  {India).       Railway  Telegraphs  (^Lidia). 

Great  Soutitrn  nf  India  Railway,  Statement  of  expenditure  of  the  company  down  to 
31  Deeember  1864,  in  respect  of  the  dsefario  telegraub,  receipts  for  messasces,  the 
expenses  for  working  and  maintenance,  aild  the  numMT  of  miles  of  tdi^gnpb  lines 

open  in  1863  and  1864,  App.  527.  615. 

Green,  John.  (Analysis  uf  his  Evidence.) — Represents  the  firm  of  Kalli  Brothers,  hsving 
extensive  transactions  with  India,  1 145,  1 146  Frequent  use  of  the  tdegnph  to  Indie 
by  witness's  firm  ;  testimony  to  the  great  importance  of  this  means  of  communication, 
1147-1154.  1 168-1 1 7s— — '  IIlustratioDS  of  the  very  unsatisfactory  and  inaccurate  per- 
innuiBce  of  the  teleg;mph  service  j  aoqiicioin  of  fraud  in  timumitiio^  die  messn^^  in  j 
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Oreen,  John.    (Analysis  of  his  Cvi'  ence) — tmSmied. 

India,  1 1.55-1 1G7,  1196-1198^— AvoidaoGe  WGently  of  the  use  of  A|^i«*  by  witOMM's 
firm  in  telegntphing,  ao  m  to  bnen  the  chance*  of  nislAke,  1 165, 1 1<80  0mA  adnuir 
tage  of  a  d u  >  1  .a  t e  line  of  telegrapti  to  India,  80  •«  to  prevent  the  eontingenq^  of  luo*  of 

coiouiuaication,  Ii73>il76. 

Secondary  imprTtmce  of  the  postal  commttnication  as  eompnred  irith  the  telegraph, 

1177         Approval  wf  Frid  ivu*  the  day  for  dispalcliini:  a  Wc-ikly  to  Indi;i,  1178, 

1179  Gre-t  improveraeiit  io  the  tflegraphic  service  it  th' tp  \v<  it!  two  wires  devoted 

antiiidy  to  aha  cooronnication  with  India  iVom  London  to  the  hriid  of  the  Penian  Gol^ 

tt8o-:i82.  1206-1205  -Advantase  in  the  seirice  being  left  to  privatr  enlerprta^ 

instead  of  beinij  undertiiken  bv  Gi)vernincnt,  1181-1187.  1206-1209.  1918-H33— — 
Doubt  as  t<i  tlieie  being  any  di8incliii;a;c)ii  on  the  purt  of  t'le  Iiuli;iii  Governments  to 
inquire  into  compiainia,  or  to  improTe  that  portioa  uf  the  service  uoder  tbeur  charge, 
111)8-1193. 

Uiifavonrabli^  evpcHence  of  witness'ii  firm  in  regard  to  the  n^e  of  t^ie  Russim  tele- 
graphic roote,  tt94»  1196  -Uootn  for  improTeroena  in  the  telegraphic  vervice  betwreea 

Kurracbce  and  Bom*«)r,  1199-1205  Gon«derable  impvovcment  in  the  telegraphie 

conimunic-atioD  during  the  h\--\.  tlir.'C  ur  four  inonth'^,  1210,  121 1  ^Trunsnn-sion  of  the 

me?8a<j;e8  of  witness's  Bnu  by  diu-  tlecuic  and  lni»Tnat'tnnal  Csmpitny,  with  who  u  Jt  is 

lefi  to  select  what  route  they  please,  1213-1217  Evpeilieiicy  of  stich  an  amendment 

of  the  present  system  as  will  enablie  oorapiainants  to  fix  ibe  responsibility,  and  to  obtain 
fodresB,  i3Si-i««8. 

Greater,  John  Heitrtf  .   (Analysfa  of  hli  Evidence.)— Has  been  Ibr  five  yean  engaged  nndar 

Colonel  Kembail  in  the  construction  and  insuectton  of  the  telpgrHptiic  line  fi urn  Bag- 
dad 10  the  head  of  the  Persian  Gu'f,  i^'Si-iHsg  The  line  was  in  very  good  cmdition 

and  was  working  well  when  witness  left,  about  five  months  ago,  i860 — —Since  its  COIII» 
pletion  the  line  ba-s  not  been  interfered  with  by  the  Arabs  but  during  construction  Wa* 

frequenlly  injured  by  th-.m,  t86o.  1863  The  line  has  been  exceedingly  well  con- 

atraoted,  1861,  1862. 

Separate  offices  at  Fao  for  the  Turkish  line  and  ibe  ludo-Europeiui  line,  1864-1866 
— — Coostruclion  of  the  line  between  Constantinup    iind  Bagdad  under  English  «uper- 

intendenci^,  18(17   Riutc  uf  the  linu  between  ( 'onstiiniinople  and  Bas^dud,  und 

between  Bagdad  and  Ipao,  at  the  head  of  ihe  Persian  Gulf,  1870— Good  construction 
of  the  line  between  Coostandnopte  and  Bagdad,  so  th.it  if  properly  manatted  it  slniald 

work  as  well  as  any  otlier  line,  1871-187,5.  18117  ObstnictiDn  in  some  parts  uf  the  line 

iu  A^ia  Minor  in  winter,  when  there  are  heavy  falls  of  snow ;  iuipioveaieut  iu  tliis  re> 
spect  if  the  Itoe  did  not  go  direct  through  the  v^Iey,  1874,  1875.  1942-1946. 

The  line  from  Cnnstantino|ilp  throu^li  to  Fao  i.s  practically  worked  fruu  Cansian- 

tinople,  as  hi  in<;  ihc  head  quarter,  1876-1878  Imperfect  working  of  the  Im*-  aitd- 

buted  cliit'fly  to  the  ni  gkct  of  tha  Turkish  Une  men,  more  specially  when  the  insulators 

£t  broken*  1879- 188a  Coostant  error  in  the  tranamissioR  of  measaBes  through  the 
n-ks  at  the  itationB  being  mostly  ArmeniaM,  fiew  of  whom  ood^rstnnd  English ;  then 
should  in  fact  be  two  clerks  at  each  station  competent  to  read  Enplssii,  1SS3-1886. 

fiepeiition  of  the  mcBiage  several  ti>neft  between  Constantinople  and  Fno,  whereaa 
under  proper  muQag<>meBt  a  message  might  be  sent  to  Fao  in  two  bourn,  i  BS;,  i8B8>— > 

Inditference  of  the  officials  in  re^^ard  to  th;.'  adoption  of  improvements,  1889,  1.S9.)  

Occasional  instanced  of  messages  being  kept  for  days  without  being  forwarded,  1891, 

1892  Probability  of  the  later  mess<ige«  being  soowtimes  the  first  forwarded,  wbsu 

there  is  a  large  arre^ir  to  be  overtaken,  1893,  1894. 

ijatisfactory  working  of  the  line  through  Turkey,  if  there  were  some  s^ood  English 
signallers  and  inspectors,  tofjether  with  some  Turkish  8u1>-inspector.-«,  1895-1901— ~ 

Eaiire  inadequacy  of  the  prest  nt  int'-pcctiou  of  the  Ime,  1896.  1936  Very  inaccurate 

manner  in  which  messages  are  transmitted  from  the  interior  of  India,  1902,  1903 
Accurate  aiui  e.'<peditiou*«  working  oi'  the  lndo-Europp:iii  line,  that      fioiii  Fao  to  Kur- 

ract>ee,  1904-1906  loiorniation  relative  to  the  line  recently  luade  from  Diaibekir  to 

Alexandria;  its  value  if  put  into  proper  working  order,  1907-191 4. 

ExptniieTK  y  of  >oine  pressure  upon  the  Turkis.i  G.jvern  nent  in  order  tJiat  ihe  terms  of 
the  coavcniion  with  tiiis  country  as  to  the  working  of  the  tel^raph  iiaea  luay  be  properly 

fulfilled,  1915-1919  Impression  that  the  line  fr«>m  Cimstantiiiopte  to  Beixradeis 

workiti'^  very  weii,  1920,  19-21  -Messag'-s  should  reach  Kuri' iL-!i  'r>  fnun  Constan- 

tinopie  in  three  or  four  liottrs,  19^2-1924  FacUity  ui'  ai^vays  working  tiirou^li  troui 

Const  tntinople  to  Bagdad,  if  there  wi  re  one  wire  always  availaUe,  with  the  insulation 

properly  kept  up,  1995-1934^  !n-tu(Hcieiicy  of  the  msinteoauce  arrangements  on  the 

Tnrkiah  lines  ranher  adverted  to,  i  ^35- 1  137. 

Delays  through  there  not  being  a  regular  system  of  change  of  clerks,  aN  there  is  or 
the  Persian  Oulf  line,  1938-1941— —Advantai^e  of  the  route  by  the  £upbriies  over 
that  by  the  Tigria.:  less  danger  or  it^rmptbo  fr^m  the  Arsbs  on  the  former  route,  1947- 
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Greener,  John  Henry.    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence)— contintied. 

1952.  1959-1063.  1983-2001  ImprobaWHty  of  Arab  fnterference  or  injury  »o  lonir  as 

the  presciiL  Sheik  of  Montefidjr      in  power,  1951,1052.  i!,^4.  iivBH-iooo  Salis- 

imctory  working  of  the  Ime  (Voru  B.igdiK!  to  Teht- ran  and  lUishire,  tiiere  bcin;.r  English 

aignaners  rig^t  through,  19.53-195.5  Reference  i-j  a  .staieme  it  by  Major  Cliampaio 

as  to  the  very  bad  workin<;  of  tin;  Ime  (r mi  Tehemii  through  Uussia,  1956  Vi-ry  baJ 

coudilion  of  the  line  between  ivurracliee  and  Bombay,  when  witness  saw  it  three  years 
■go,  1957, 1958. 

Adviinta<>:e  of  the  ahernative  route  by  way  of  Persia  to  the  Persian  Gulf  line  at 

Buskire,  i^bs  Ciri:uu)St<mce  of  the  Turks  having  put  up  u  wire  from  Diarbckir  10 

■   Seuteri, but  wUhont  insulators,  so  that  it  woulH  not  work,  19G4  Advimt  i^e  if  tl)er« 

were  stronger  IniulatorB  on  the  Hue  through  Asia  Muior,  -a<  reoommeoded  by  wita«s«  io 

hU  report  to  Colonel  Kemball,  1965-1970  Doubt  whether  Government  rnvsaagM 

from  this  country  are  given  priority  over  private  me»saije«,  1971-1974. 

With  n  gard  to  the  liability  of  ctrtaia  parts  of  the  line  throii<rh  Asia  Minor  10  ob^true' 
lioo  from  snow,  ftc.  there  is  no  doubt  but  the  line  from  Dicrbekir  to  Alexandria  throngh 

Syria,  is  very  imporiant  us  an  uiti-i  uative  line  in  winter,  it*  it  were  properly  i)iuii,\ged, 

1976~I979  Very  <rt)od  working  order  of  the  line  between  Dinrbekir  and  Mosul,  1980- 

igsS'-^^Furtlier  statement  as  to  the  convention  not  having  beeo  carried  out  ia  regard 
to  the  appointment  of  signallers  conversant  with  English;  prospeetof  this  being  veoedicd 
in  time,  2002-201 1. 

Advanti^  of  the  Teheran  line  as  an  altemathre  ronfe;  arrangements  as  to  the  pr> 

portion  of  mes<ngf<s  to  be  sent  by  this  line,  2011-2014  Numerous  messages  soine- 

timiS  passing  daily  through  Bagdad,  the  officer  bein;;  sii[)j)i)g€d  to  be  open  day  aud 

night,  2015,  -2016  Probable  expl.iii  jiion  witli  leierciice  to  a  cennin  message  fiom 

Constantiuople  to  Kurracbee,  the  acknowledgment  of  which  was  said  to  have  b«en 
TBceiyed  back  at  Constantinople  in  three  minetes,  3017-20*4. 

Qrimston,  The  Hon.  Roheri.    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — la  Chairman  of  the  Electric 

and  Inlern.ilioiial  'rclcnrnpli  (Jnmpaiiv,  4''.ii  Dr'soniii ion  of  the  route  or  routes  by 

whicii  telegraphic  messages  received  by  the  company  ai-c  forwarued  to  India,  493-501 
— Ptelerence  given  to  the  Frankfort  route  over  the  Berlin  route,  (here  being  direct 

wires  to  each  of  those  places,  493-49'^>  ^Facilily  of  speaking  direct  t  )  Cnnst  iiit'uoplc, 

if  the  foreign  governments  were  ?o  minded,  503-505— —Endeavours  made  by  witness's 
company  to  obtain  increased  faeilities  abroad  for  working  the  system  to  Indis,  hut 
withont  effect,  506-510. 

Commiiuicavion  of  witness's  company  with  the  Dutcli  Government  wliencvcr  it  is 
necessary  to  make  complaint,  the  complaint  being  then  passed  on  to  the  next  government 

on  the  route,  51 1-5% 3  Very  unintelligible  mes«ases  freqoently  reeeiveti  from  abrosd* 

owing  chiefly  to  the  employment  of  native  a<;ent8  hi  India,  8tc.,  517.  538.  5.')6.  571*  57* 

 TiiJid  of  5/.  1  s.  lor  every  message  of  twciitv  w  rds  to  most  parts  of  Intlia,  of  which 

fiuiu  witness's  company  receives  3 «.  Orf.  ;  how  the  rest  is  divided,  523-528  Failure 

of  attempts  to  use  the  St.  Petersburg  roi.te  to  India,  the  Rassian  Government,  however, 
now  bcinL'  very  anxious  that  this  mute  should  be  tried,  529-533.  6l2,  613. 

Total  amount  ot  Telegraphic  bu^int  ss  with  India  forwarded  througli  the  Electric  and 

International  Company,  534  ^Time  taken  in  tran>mitliiig  the  messages  ;  improvenieni 

latf  ly,  535, 636—  Su^estions  as  to  the  alternative  lines  available  or  desirable  for 

telegraphio  communication,  537  Explanation  as  to  the  system  of  telegra()hy  adopted 

in  transmittitii:  the  mess,  gf?,  53^-551^  ( 'o':sKler:ibIe  delay  owing  to  the  prcrcdence 

given  by  Continentul  governments  to  their  own  messages;  ineaiis  of  obviating  this, 
fi6fr-670. 

Exteedinirly  ^^ho^t  time  in  which  the  incssajes  mit;ht  be  transmitted  if  there  were 

unbroken  aud  uninterrupted  Uues  of  cummunication,  564-567  Equal  delav  in  India 

as  in  Turkey,  569-571  ^Improveinent  if  there  were  Bnglishmen  to  work  the  lines  in 

Indi:i,  so  aa  to  secure  accuracy,  571-5,74— — ^Advantages  respectively  of  tlie  Persian- 
Russian  line  and  the  Persian-Turkii^h  line,  575-58 1-— -Reference  to  a  long  delay  on  the 
part  of  the  India  Office  in  replying  to  a  certain  proposal  by  witness  hi  i86«;  fiSt-fiB?. 

Diffir  :!rv  in  crirryin«i  out  inquiries  or  Pillo^^ing  up  complaints  when  messages  from 

abroad  are  luiinielligible,  589-599  Total  of  2/.  19*.,  out  of  5^.  l«.,  as  the  chaise  for 

the  Indian  and  Persian  Gulf  lines,  601,  602— —Nonobjection  to  the  charge  in  respect 

of  the  Germanic  Union  line,  603-606  Impiaasion  as  to  the  charge  for  the  Turkiih 

line  being  too  mach,  607-611— —Improved  woritingof  tha  eomnuttieaUoo  within  the 
last  month  or  so  fhrtber  adTeitad  to,  6i9-6«i. 

H. 

HUlt  Frederick,  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Assistant  Secretary  to  the  Poet  Office; 
modoces  TMiow  doennents  and  copies  of  correspondence  upon  the  subject  before  the 
tJonnittBCb  1-6. 

Second 
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HUl,  Frtderitk,  ( Anilyiii  of  hii  Evidanee)  — < 

[Secon  !  Ex^miiiatjon.] — Delivers  in  a  paper  showing  that  the  present  lofls  on  the 

Indian  postal  service  is  about  48,000  ^.  a  year,  43,44  Explaoatioa  of  the  mode  of 

«alcalHtion  of  the  actual  amoiml  of  the  Indian  ouiib  ami  of  the  neeipts,  45-53 — — ' 
Practice  of  charging  postage  upon  the  Goventneot  letters  and  despatdies  between 
England  and  India,  it  harinf;  hUberto  been  cnalomarj  to  affix  stamps  upon  these  in  the 
usual  way,  .53-58.  6i-~HeaTiar  postaga  nptm  letten  aid  MBiaaillea  than  by  my  «f 
Soutbain)jton,  59,  60. 

Adjusnnent  anntially  between  the  Indian  government  and  the  Imperial  goTcrnment, 
the  loinier  payin;^  one-half  of  tht'  asceitained  loss,  G2-82— — Payment  hIso,  by  the 
Indian  government  of  one-half  the  loss  upon  the  China  servioet  wliich  is  coupled 
with  tfie  Indian  sernce,  64.  73— —Statement  allowing  that  ^d,  out  of  every  9d, 

is  the  sea  postage  of  all  letters  between  England  and  India,  74-78.  91,  02   Pra 

postage  of  \id.  on  letters  10  China,  79— >— Credit  on  accooot  of  the  Austraiian 
•ertioe»  but  for  which  the  Indian  ehaige  would  bo  gf  eater»  9^47* 

Difficulty  in  showing  the  exact  loss  in  respect  of  the  India  and  China  services  -''pn- 
ratel^',  88-go— — Total  of  831,164/.  ^  estimated  expense  of  the  whole  packet 
aervictt  tlilo  year,  fls-  ■  Estimate  of  from  300,000/.  to  400^000^  aa  the  aggregate  loss 
upon  the  packet  aerrice,  af^  taking  credit  for  the  postage,  94,  g5~.]40ia  of  47,000/. 
upon  the  Indiaa.  Cbhw,  and  Auattenan  aarvicea  in  1853 ;  large  reducfion  aabsequently 
in  the  postage  to  India,  96-100. 

Conaidention  of  the  charge  incurad  in  vaspect  of  naval  agenta  on  board  the  ateameia 
on  the  «>{her  aide  nf  Suez ;  objeotion  tn  these  being  dispensed  with  so  long  as  Ao 

arrdDgttuents  with  rugaid  to  penalties  and  premiums  continue  in  force,  101-124  

Obstacle  to  the  outN^aiti  mails  being  sorted  between  Suez  and  Boivi hay,  loS,  109  

T0t.1l  loss  of  1 15,000/.  upon  the  India  and  China  services,  if  the  contiibution  in  respect 

of  Australia  and  the  Mauritius  were  not  first  deducted,  125,  126  Particulars  as  to 

the  cost  of  tlie  naval  agents  under  the  head  of  salaries,  127-133  Kefcrence  made  to 

the  naval  agent  in  the  event  of  anything  gomg  wrong  with  tlio  ebip  daring  the  pataagt^ 
133-135- 

Way  in  which  the  sum  of  33,000/.  is  arrived  ai  as  the  actual  cost  <.f  conveying  the 

Australian  and  Mauritius  letters  by  the  India  and  China  packets,  136-152  Separate 

contract  for  the  service  from  Galle  to  Australia,  1^  146-  Annual  adjustment  with 

tiie  Lidtan  Government  further  adverted  to ;  paper  deUvered  in  containing  detaihi  hereon, 
168-167- 

Date  of  the  several  contracts  with  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company^  1^8,  159-^^ 
Chief  olgeet  of  the  contract  of  97  Felmiary  t866,  to  diseontinne  certain  anrveys  of  the 

packets  in  consideration  of  the  subsidy  hrinL:  reduced  by  5,000/.,  1("  -  Explanation 
as  to  a  change,  under  the  contract  of  February  lust,  in  re|£ard  to  the  system  of  penalties 

being  no  longer  dependent  upon  a  speed  of  ten  knots  an  hour,  162,  163  Conclusion 

that,  on  the  whole,  the  Indian  mail  service  has  been  performed  with  creditable  regularity, 
164-18C. 

Great  desire  of  the  Post  Office  for  the  establishment  of  a  weekly  mail  with  Bombay, 

183-187  Very  little  difference,  if  any,  in  the  cost  of  the  service  by  discontinuing  the 

separate  service  to  Calcutta  and  Madras,  18^.  190.  198  Ofler  by  the  Peninsular  and 

Oriental  Company  to  perform  two  more  services  in  ;lie  calendar  month  between  Suez 
and  Bomliay  for  an  additional  subsidy  of  60,000/.,  187.  196-198— —Reasons  for  a 
much  larger  cliargc  fur  a  weekly  service  to  Bombay,  than  for  the  present  Ibrtnightly 
service  to  Bombay,  Madraii,  and  CSalcatta,  though  the  latter  involvet  a  greater  mileage, 
187-201. 

Views  of  the  Trcusury,  in  1 856,  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  In^an  revenuce  being 
chaiged  with  a  portion  of  the  cost  of  conveying;  the  mails  between  this  country  and 

China,  202-204  Conclusion  arrived  at  by  the  Post  Office,  that  a  weekly  mail  to 

India  might  be  esiabiished  if  the  postage  were  raised  from  6<f.  to  15.,  the  In^Kan 
Oovemment  and  Sir  Churles  Wood  having,  however,  stronglv  objected  to  auch  increoaoi 

S05-21 7  Approval  by  the  Tieaauiy  of  the  proposed  weekly  mail,  provided  the  Indian 

G     n  inent  would  pay  the  increased  charge,  205.  2i'^-2?(i  Great  increase  of  postal 

accoiuuiodatiun  to  ib«  public  by  a  weekly  mail  to  Bombay  in  hen  uf  the  present  service, 
sa7-e«9. 

Advaiita(;cL  terms  of  the  contract  with  tlie  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company,  so 
tliat  It  wouid  be  unwise  at  prei>eiu  to  give  notice  for  terotinniing  it,  with  a  view  to 

tenders  for  a  waekty  aervice,  230-234  Great  liwhearance  and  liberality  evinced  by  the 

company,  233.  337^  Entire  failure  of  a  former  contract  for  the  Australian  service,  235, 

SgS—^Reduclion    of  expense  if  it  were  only  necessary  to  have  one  service  monthly 

from  Suez  by  Galle  to  Chu  a,  237-244  Probability  of  its  in  iiig  feasible  to  make  use 

of  the  efficient  service  of  the  French  company  between  Europe  and  China,  so  as  to 
reduce  the  charge  incurred  under  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  contract,  S44HI6I.  273- 

280.  293  G  rcitm^tntirr'  nf  the  subsidy  paid  by  the  French  QoverOflMnt  bdogmora 

than  four  times  more  than  that  paid  by  this  country,  249.  273-280. 

4«8<^L  B  iDcxpedie&ey 
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MUl,  Frederick.    (Analysis  of  hifl  Evidence) — continued. 

loezpedieooy  of  any  lengthened  coatrMt  with  the  PetuiMalar  aud  Oriental  Company^ 
<m  aecoont  of  the  approaching  completioa  of  railway  tiOiomuaicatioD  between  Bonbay 

and  Madras  and  Calcutta,  25:2-261  Refusal  hy  the  company  to  reduce  the  subsidy, 

even  it  relieved  altogether  of  the  Southampton  service,  265  Great  expense  of  the 

cfaaiges  fur  going  throttfl[h  Frunce,  ao  that  it  is  fennd  etflential  to  send  the  bulk  of  the 

.  pottage  vtd  Soutnampton,  265-272  Infurmution  ralative  t»  an  offer  by  the  Bontbay 

and  Bengal  Company  to  ;>erform  a  fortnightly  service  from  Sue*  U>  Bombay  tor  34,oooL 
a  year,  281-393. 

Data  for  calculatint;  that  the  net  additional  cost  of  a  weekly  mail  to  Bombay  would  be 

30,000 a  year,  294-297  Further  consideration  of  the  question  whetlier  some  aavmg 

.    might  not  be  cfiected  bv  using  tlie  Fieiicli  boats,  ami  bv  a  payment  to  the  French  com- 
pany or  the  Freocb  Govermueut,  2gli-307  Kefereace  to      arrdngemeat  betweca 

the  Post  Office  and  the  Belginm  GorerumeBt  for  the  me  by  the  former  of  the  boats  frooi 

Bcluiuui,  308-312  Spvenil  instatict^?  of  posUil  Hfrangements  on  the  prut  of  tlua 

country  with  the  Fiench  aud  oiber  Governiueuts ;  approval  thereof,  313-3^7. 

With  reiiardto  the  viem  of  the  Trmaury  m  iSsjs  ai  to  the  propriety  of  the  Indian 
chanre  in  respect  of  the  China  »erv!ce,  witness  is  not  aware  that  the  Tiulian  aulhoriiiee 

protested  against  tbis  dccuioOj  328,  329  Approval  of  the  boats  not  calliaii:  at  Aden  if 

therr;  were  a  weekly  service  between  Soet  and  Bombay,  330  Lat^e  nnnuid  loss  upon 

the  Cunard  contract;  notice  recently  given  to  terminate  the  contract,  331.  335  The 

BiaxUian  service  ia  now  lelf-Aopporting,  33-2  Very  heavy  loss  upon  the  West  Indian 

service,  333,  334- — —Doubt  furtlier  cxiircsw^fi  iis  to  tiir-  t  hpediency  of  at  oru  e  skiving 

notice  to  terminate  the  Peninsuiar  and  Oriental  contract,  336,  337  Arrangement  with 

the  French  Government  in  connection  with  the  Franeb  and  Eagliah  aerrioes  to  Bmil, 
338-342. 

Approval  of  opportunity  being  given  to  tht  Frcn;  li  Messagerit-s  Iinperiales  Ctimpanj 

to  make  an  ofter  to  convey  the  l^glisb  mails  to  India,  343-353  Considcmtiont  as  to 

the  expediency  of  substitutin<^  some  port  in  Italy  for  Marseilles  as  the  place  of  departnia 
for  Alexandria :  advantages  respectively  ot  Biiuiiisi,  Naples,  and  Reggio,  354-378. 

{TMrd  Examination.] — Witness  delivers  in  further  correspondence  between  his  depart* 

ment  and  the  Indian  Office,  3,-,r,6  Also  a  comparative  fitaicmpnt  of  the  time  for  the 

different  servioes  under  the  old  anU  new  contracts,  abowiog  that  in  no  case  ia  the  time 
>  longer  onder  the  new  «^;ieemeni^  but  ie  in  three  inetences  slt^htly  lesii  35^7. 

HUl,  Mr.  Sundry  papert^  aoeoonts,  end  cofrespondence  laid  before  the  Cninmiuee  by 
Mr,  Hill,  explanatory  of  the  cost  of  the  postal  service  to  India,  &c.,  and  of  the  action  of 
the  Poet  Office  in  the  matter  of  postal  contracts,  and  upun  ibe  question  of  a  weekly  mail 

.  betweenSnei  and  Bombey,  4nP>  ,9i  1  <f  Mf>  588>  ^Sfi8.  6^ 

MoOamd.  See  i>eleA  AsMMirar.  Jhoa, 

'  Home-ward  MatU.    Return  showing  the  (hya  of  departure  antl  arriv:il  of  the  mail  packets 

on  the  homeward  route  from  India  in  the  years  1864  and         Afp,  215.  217  Also 

<   Ihetola]  number  of  voyaitfesJbefora  time  and  the  nnmbier  bdund  time^  tf.  ai?. 

Time  table  of  the  difTen  nt  services  on  the  homeward  MMltSb  fbt  the  year  1884,  jfyp, 

219.  221-  Also  for  the  year  l«65,  ii.  2-23.  225. 

Motuf  Kong.  Large  dry  dock  at  Hong  Kong  available  for  the  veaaels  of  the  Peninsular  and 
Orieotet  Conpanj,  Hewdt  ifSSrij^o. 

Ttiiir  fable  of  the  service  from  Bombay  to  Hong  Kon<j,  and  from  Hong  Kon^  t9 
Bonibav,  tor  the  year  1864,  App,  318-221  Also  tor  the  year  1865,  ib.  322-23£. 

Betam  of  ibe  etHnpnted  rtel  fatne  of  imports  from  Hong  Kong  into  the  United 

Kin„-rluni  in  tin  ytar  1865,  534— Return  of  the  declared  value  of  British  and 
Irish  produce  and  manufactures  exported  to  Hong  Kong  from  ibe  United  Kingdom  in 
^eameyear, 

ll'-  t  irn  of  mes&iges  received  from  Tlon^  Kong  by  the  Electric  and  International 
Telegraph  Company  10  March,  and  from  ist  to  it)lb  Aprd  1866,  showing  the  route  by 
,   wUtm  coovcyedy  and  the  tima:  taken  m  trwMMUsakm  to  I^daa,  jftppi  540-556. 
Set  aho  C!I6ml 

"  Howell,  Charles  Wellington.    (Analysis  of  liis  Eviilence.) — Is  secretary  to  the  Peninsular 

and  Orient;il  Steam  Navigation  Company,  1233  The  company  has  ibe  whole  of  the 

eontracts  for  convening  tne  mails  between  this  comitiy  and  ^0  East,  1234  'There 

are  now  sixty-six  vesstls  in  the  employment  of  the  companr ;  i^crefgate  tonnage  and  horee 

power  of  these,  1 235,  1 236  iWtrart  of  Febraai^  mst  raverted  to  aiuiaving  been 

iMiU  red  into  cineily  with  n  lerencc  to  the  dispeaMOf;  With cerhUB  Sorvcye;  lite  Other  con- 
tracts are  however  recited  lo  this,  1237,  1230. 

Regulutiun  that  as  regards  the  rate  of  speed  the  company  if  bound  to  perfomn  tbe 
whole  distance  belwcsa  oectain  ^Mcifled  porb^  in  •  oertaia  nnmber  of  houniy  1239-1 24 1 
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JBtnoell,  Charles  Wellington.    (Analpis  of  W\%  Evidence) — continued. 

lsg9-)tQ5— Reqairament  upon  th«  compaoy  to  peri'orm  the  voyage  between  Suez  and 
Bombay  in  31s  houra,  or  at  the  Ate  of  nm«  and  a-halF  knots  an  hour,  1242-1247^—' 

Allowance  of  twenty-four  days  and  sixteen  hours  f  or  t     whole  distance  (torn  London 

to  Bombay,  1245-1250  System  ot  premiums  and  penalties  upou  which  the  wbole  of 

tte  Mifieflaan  now  condvcM,  it^%  1*46.  it^i,  IS5S.  isgs-isgs* 

Opinion  that  a  e^peed  of  nine  nnd  a  half  knoig  an  hour  is  as  much  as  could  be  safely 

contracted  lor  with  the  present  fleet  of  the  company,  1253  Circumstance  of  the  speed 

of  tiie  Tcweb  the  Me!i«a<!erie8  Imperiales  Compny  being  exactly  ibe  same  as  l3oe 
eonmct  speed  of  iritness's  compAiiy,  1254— Bxeeedmgly  low  rate  of  payment  per  mOe 

for  the  Bombay  serrice,  the  total  amiiial  payment  bein^  48,000 /.;  1255-1257  Average 

of  4«.  5i     per  mile  for  the  whole  of  the  India  nnd  China  serviee, 

Applicatton  made  to  witness's  company  by  tht;  Post  Office,  upon  the  question  of  a 

weekly  senrice  to  India,  in  lieu  of  four  SffrvioM  per  month,  1259,  "60  Offer  by  the 

company  to  undertake  a  weekly  service,  or  fifty-two  voyages  instead  of  forty-Light,  for 
an  addition  of  one -twelfth  to  the  subsidy,  ts6i,  1262—-— Consideration  given  by  the 
compuMy  to  the  question  of  a  weeldy  mail  to  Bombay,  the  foilni^btly  mail  10  Onlentta 

and  Miidras  being  dispensed  with:  nb-tacles   to  this   armnrrement,  1 263-1 27?:  

Probability  of  the  company  still  uoin^  to  Matiras  .uid  Calculta,  even  without  the  mails, 

1265  Question  as  to  passeneeri  from  Suea  asini:  the  railways  from  Bombay  to 

Calcutta  aiui  Madras  in  preference  to  going  round  by  steamer  vid  Gdile,  l«68-i-270. 

Willitigtiess  ol  Wittu  Sii's  company  to  consider  terms  for  the  eslublishinent  of  a  weekly  mail 
to  Bombay,  1271  Objeciiotis  to  the  Calcutta  steamers  joining  the  Bombay  line  at 


high  prices  of  coals,  as  used  by  the  company  at  Suez,  Aden,  and  Bombay  re<$]>ectively, 

1280-1293  Simitar  looting  upon  which  the  several  oontroete  of  the  company  are  now 

placed,  except  that  in  the  eme  of  the  A«stnliaa  oontnet  tipo  jeww'  notice  is  required, 

1293-1301. 

Discontinuance  of  the  survey  for  aneed  before  the  vessels  are  put  Uj  on  the  Jine,  1296 
——Further  reference  to  the  subsidy  for  the  Bombay  contract  as  being  only  48,000 /. 
instead  of  85,000/.,  as  according  to  a  certain  return  before  the  committee,  1302-  1308 

 Effect  i>f  the  completion  of  the  Indj  in  riil-.v  iv    n  communication  with  Bombay  to 

withdraw  many  passeogen  from  the  Galle  route,  tlioagh  witness  expects  that  Calcutta  and 
Madras  fMBengers  wiirsriU  ost  tUs  roote  in  piwfspenee  to  tbe  Bomhwr  Itiie,  1309-13161. 
1393-1397- 

Probability  of  the  vessels  vi&  Galle  havmg  at  certain  seasons  full  cargoes  of  pasaengOM 
to  and  from  Australia  aud  China,  even  if  the  great  bulk  of  the  Indian  passengers  were  to 

use  H  nr  kly  line  to  Boinhay,  t3t7-t3'^6-  Do^ire  ot  the  company  to  convey  as  many 

Australian  )jas«(engers  as  the  vessels  will  accommodate;  amount  of  the  rates  for  these 

Sjtsentiers  adverted  to  hereon,  1321-1325  losurticieney  of  a  monthly  service  vi& 
alio  tat  the  China  and  Anstnlian  passengers,  1329-1333  Wturking  uf  the  French 

oMmtbljr  senriee  to  China  adverted  to ;  oestaele  to  tumag  it  an  alteraata  fortnightly 

service  in  conjunction  with  the  servirr  rf  w.tnp'--;^  company,  1334-1347  Number  of 

goveiametit  officials  carried  respectively  in  the  French  and  Eagluh  vessels  vid  Oalle  to 
C^HM,  Japan,  fce.,  ^336-1339. 

Friendly  eo-operation   between    the    Peninsular   and   Oriental    Company  and  the 

Messagenes  Impehales,  1340-1342  -Advantage  of  Naples  or  Reggio  over  JBrindisi,  as 

the  ItaUaa  port  for  a  terminus  this  side  of  Alexandria,  134S-1351— ^Ifeetoajt]^  of  a 
weekly  service  from  Southampton  to  Alexandria  with  referenoe  to  passentrers  and  cargo, 
irrespectively  of  a  weekly  naiJ  to  Bombsy,  1353-1357— —Insntiicient  cargo  fiom  Cbma 
to  India  ana  oaedand,  to  joatify  a  boat  twice  a  maalb,  if  not  leqaiied  for  nafl  pupoaei^ 
»368, 1360- 

Use  sometimes  made  by  China  and  Australian  passengers  of  the  voyauc  between 
Bombay  and  Galle  ;  belief  that  nothing  would  be  saveti  if  the  Chmu  contract  were  only 
to  Galle,  1360-1364— ^Lnpresaion  that  there  is  now  no  refnilar  service  ftoin  Bombay  to 
Singapora,  1365-1368  ■    Absence  of  any  contract  between  witneas's  company  and  the 

Dutch  friivprrirncnt,  in  regard  to  the  service  to  liat;jvi:i,  13^^1-1  ^7?  Abandonment  of  a 

former  coiitrat-t  with  the  Spanish  Government  (oi  d  service  to  Manilla,  1373-137 5— 
Service  now  performed  by  tlie  company  from  Shanghai  to  Japan^  induding  the  conveys 
ance  of  the  mail »  cUim  made  Cor  a  9ubwdy  in  lespect  of  this  ssrvioc^  1377> 
1390-1392. 

BapbnatioD  as  to  tlie  approaching  termination  of  the  Manrithit  OOOtvaet  of  the 
company ;  los*  ei^erieoced  of  late  on  this  service,  1378-1389— -fltatenent  as  to  the 
average  speedofthe  Oanaidataameiaia  1859-61,  baring  been  nine  knots  seven  fathoms, 

I3()!i-i404  Great  (JifTerence  in  the  time  of  perfomiarK  r  of  the  outward  uu?  hrMii-'ward 

voyages,  1400-1405.  1433  Greater  difficulty  of  navigation  and  increased  consumption 

ofceals  eastward  of  Soaxythaik  on  tiiia  aide  of  Alwandri^  1404*1407— -LaigeaataUiih* 

458—1.  na 


Digitized  by  Google 


36 


HOW£LL. 


Report,  1866— <on</n«<!rf. 


HotBcllf  Ckarla  WeUingtotu   (Analysift  of  hh  Evidence) — continueeL 
ments  of  tiie  Penintolar  «nd  Orientil  Company  at  Bombay,  OBleutta,  tec,  for  repairing 
their  vesaeU ;  necessity  of  thew,  l40B-t4l«. 

Statement  allowing  that  seoapd-diiis  pnaiengets  are  taken  by  ihe  OomMDy,  14U1 
1414.  1416— The  charges  of  the  Ftcndi  company  tally  very  moeh  withtlioae  of 

nesa's  cotnpany,  1415  Large  reductions  nil nui  d  from  the  passasie-money  in  special 

CMeSy  141& — ^Much  greater  difficulty  aud  expense  uf  victaalliug  eastward  of  Suez  than 
between  Sovthampton  and  Alexandria,  1417,  1418  Immense  and  growinj;  space 
ocnipifd  on  board  by  the  mails  ;  difficulty  on  thiB  MOir^  I4l9~i4<3  Further  state- 
ment us  to  tiie  obstacle  to  the  mail  being  sorted  on  board  between  Suez  and  Bombay ; 
veoeinty  in  imeh  case  of  an  incrt-ase  of  subii^f  1424-1428. 1434,  1435. 

Performance  of  the  Bombay  service  In  something  less  than  the  contract  time,  1429 
•—Enormous  consumption  of  win**,  yirovisions,  &c.  on  board  the  company's  vessels, 
■nd  explanation  therein  of  the  appnrenily  high  pa-se;  ger  rates,  1429— 1431— — Kequire- 
meot  of  a  speed  of  fifteen  and  a  half  or  sixteen  knots  an  hour  at  the  measared  mile  in 
order  to  eeevre  a  speed  of  twdve  and  a  balf  knots  between  8uex  and  Bombay,  1433, 

1^33  With  regard  to  tiie  mail  agents,  their  expanse  to  the  company  is  not  considered 

such  as  to  necessitate  any  separate  calculation  or  any  special  addition  to  the  subsidy, 

^434* 

Mutual  power  of  the  Government  and  of  the  company  to  give  twelve  morilfis'  notice 

of  terminatiOQ  of  coutmct ;  Ul>eral  action  of  the  company  in  this  respect,  143(>-1439  

Decided  otyeetion  to  any  scheme  involving  a  jnneiion  of  lines  at  so  inooofenient  a  phies 
as  Aden.  1440, 1441'—  •  Great  use  to  toe  coaipany  of  the  telegiaphie  eommunieatfiOB 

with  India  and  (be  Bast;  ilTastrstton  of  this,  1 442- 1445  C'lreaoMtance  of  the  arriTal 

of  each  mail  froni  China,  Sec,  involvinij  the  performanco  of  no  les^  a  ili  tance  than 
17,598  miles,  vid  Marseilles,  1445  Employment  of  eight  dinWreat  steamers  in  bring- 
ing the  heavy  portion  of  the  mails  to  Southampton,  ib.  Conclusion  as  to  the  grant 

-consideration  nores'^iiry  before  the  g'^rvirc  )^  in  nv.v  wrty  di-ininlrd,  i'y. 

[Second  Examination.] — Correction  ot  former  statement  an  10  the  number  of  steamers 
belonging  to  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company  and  their  tonnage,  1446  Explana> 

tion  that  th  -  speed  of  the  Cunard  vessels  itt  about  ten  and  a  hiilf  knots  an  hour  on  the 
New  York  and  Liverpool  line,  the  speed  on  the  Boston  line  being  oidy  inne  knots  seven 
iathoms,  ib. 

Calculation  showing  that  there  would  nn  the  whole  be  a  diminution  of  178,698  mile^  per 
annum  by  makinp  certain  alteiatioub  111  tJie  pfeseot  services  to  India,  China,  and  Australia, 

including  a  weekly  service  bi  tween  Suez  and  Botnbay,  1447-1450  Objections  to  the 

Singapore  route  in  connection  with  a  weekly  mail  to  Australia,  >46o>l463  Disap- 
proval of  Madras  dther  as  a  tennhial  port  or  a  port  of  jnaction  for  Uw  mails,  1464-1469 

 Neces.<%ity  of  an  increased  number  of  ships  in  order  to  cany  Ottt  tUirteea  sernoea 

yearly,  instead  of  twelve,  to  Australia,  1470-1472. 

Probabtltty  of  many  passengers  being  withdrawn  finmn  the  Peninsatar  and  Oriental 

Comp  iriv*.-  vessels  by  the  pro]K>8cd  establishment  of  Govcrninont  transports  between 

Sue^  aud  Bumbay,  1473-1480  Statement  as  to  the  number  of  ofiicers  of  the  array 

and  navy  and  of  the  Civil  Service  now  carried  in  the  company's  vessels,  1477-1479—— 
Hardfihip  upon  the  company  by  the  Order  of  the  War  Office  th«t  officers  are  to  travel  as 

much  as  Ofissible  by  the  Cape  route,  1479  Letter  from  the  company  to  Sir  Charles 

Wood  in  June  1863,  upon  the  quotion  ot  contracting  for  the  conveyai.ce  of  troops  to  and 
fiom  India  by  the  overland  route;  thi>  letter  has  never  been  answered,  1481, 1482.  1503, 

Great  pr&etical  difficulty  in  attemptmg  to  combine  the  conveyance  of  troo(>s  with  that 

of  passentrcrs  as  one  si^rvii  1  ,  14^' 2  1491.  x^o^etteg.  Heavy  ciwt  of  k>  eping  vessels 

uoeinployi'd  at  the  other  side  of  Suez,  whereas  they  coold  not  be  employed  in  the  hot  sea- 
sons for  the  conveyance  of  troops,  1483.  1487-1489. 150701521  «—>fixoeptiottal  ciRsum- 
stances,  as  during  the  mutiny,  under  which  the  company  have  conveyed  a  good  many 

troops  in  their  passenger  ships,  1490  Extended  accommodation  provided  of  late  years 

in  tbe  company  a  vessels  for  second-class  passengers,  149<* 

Increased  expense  of  the  steamboats  in  about  the  same  ratio  as  the  tonnage,  1493, 

1494  ^CircumsUiuce  of  tlie  French  company  having  taken  steps  for  providing  dock 

accommodation  at  Suez,  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Compatiy  on  (he  other  hand  ttOt 

hatting  made  Suez  a  repairing  port,  1495-1499  Doubt  as  to  the  French  Companv 

bHvrag  tbe  right  to  apply  towards  tlie  docks  at  Snes  tlie  transit  money  for  passage 
through  E<:ypt,  1500-1502.  1567-1569. 

Impos«ibiiito  of  the  company  conveymg  a  whole  regiment  or  batt^linn  in  a  passenger 
ship  between  noes  and  Bombay;  necessity  of  special  ships  for  the  purpose,  1505-1508 

 Means  of  the  company,  as  well  as  of  Government,  for  combining        transpnrt  of 

troops  to  Australia,  New  Zealand,  kc,  with  a  transport  service  between  i>uez  and 
Bonubay,  ifll-l^eo-^— Belative  accotomodation  for  first  and  second  elasa  passengef* 
in  Ihe  company's  vcsseU,  1519  Conskiemble  trattbinand  expense  in  Atting  up  a  pas- 
senger siiip  as  a  troop  ship,  1521-1525. 
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Hmctll,  CharUt  WdKngtm.   (Analysig  of  his  Evidence)— fon/Z/jatfrf. 

Pfobeble  naeeMify  of  the  company  eonniucting  a  special  fleet  of  transports,  if  tliey 
wera  to  eootraot  fior  the  conveyance  of  all  die  troops  to  and  from  Imlii,  vAl  the  Bed  Sea, 

'  -,  26-1532  Efftct  of  the  comiiany  obtaining  «  contract  for  the  troop  service  to  rpnder 

Btiii  more  peinianent  their  present  monopoly  of  comoiunicaiion  iu  the  East,  1532-1 635 
 Improbability  nf  a  prealer  speed  than  ten  knots  an  hour  in  the  pamage  betweoi 

Suez  and  Bombay  in  Government  troop  ship=?,  1536-1541. 

Average  of  332,711  £.  a  year,  for  the  kat  five  years  as  the  ezpenditurc  of  ihe  company 
on  repairs  and  renewikof  their  steam  ships  on  tJie  cwlflim  side  of  Saez,  1542-1544 
Large  establishments  and  docking  facilities  of  tlie  company  at  Bombay,  Caleutla,  and 
Hong  Kontr,  where  repairs  and  renewals  are  constantly  going  on,  1544-1556  Proba- 
bility of  ttie  docking  facilities  of  the  company  bein-  resorted  to  for  (lie  Government 

troop  ships,  1546-1548  Very  large  dry  dock  being  built  by  the  company  at  Bombay, 

1550  Very  r  tpid  fouling  of  the  hottoms  of  the  «liips  in  the  Inr^ian  seas,  so  that  fr^ 

auent  3    k  nj;:  is  necessary,  1552-1554  Large  dry  dock  at  Hong  Kong, available  lo 
le  company,  though  not  belonging  to  them,  1559-1560. 

niiutratioDi  of  the  larger  ooniumptioa  of  faet  and  the  leseer  speed  of  vesseb  when 

emploj'ed  in  the  Mediterranean,  than  in  the  Indian  seas,  \!'3o,  1561  -Ojjinion  as  to 

tlie  inadequacy  of  the  Government  dock  accommodation,  foi  tbe  pro|iO!icd  transport 

vaasels  between  Suez  and  Bombay,  1562-1566  Anticipated  access  of  the  company's 

vemds  to  the  d<icks  being  constructed  at  Sues  out  of  the  tianamit  money  paid  by  ttia 
Vmicli  company,  1567-1570—  Great  redaction  fat  the  ttansh  mie  for  firat-claaa  paa> 
sengers  from  Suez  to  Alexandna,  1571. 

Conclusion  as  to  tbe  impracticability  of  distributing  the  passenger  traffic  evenly  over 
the  year  1578      Great  inconrenienee  of  the  passage  Red  Sea,  on  aoeotmt  of  tbe  oppree- 

sive  heat  frequently  experienced,  1573-1575  Adoption  of  all  availaV  I   c  1  trivanccs  in 

tbe  company's  vessel?  for  creating  artiboul  veniilation,  1574-1576  Causes  of  the 

inemsed  consumption  of  coal  eastward  of  Suez,  1577  Immense  heat  in  the  engin«> 

roo!n,  so  that  then  is  a  large  per  cenlage  of  engineers  and  firemen  on  the  sick  list,  1577- 
1579- 

More  roomy  cabins  in  tlte  eompany^s  vessels  than  in  the  Cunard  vessels,  the  latter  vessela 

heing  in  fact  fitted  up  in  a  manner  quite  unsuitable  for  the  Indian  service,  1580-1583  

Prospect  of  the  Suez  canal  leading  to  a  reduction  in  the  cost  of  coal  at  Suez,  1584-1586 

 Statement  showing  the  immense  weiglit  of  the  mails  conveyed  in  the  vessels  from 

Southampton,  1587,  1588  Purchase  or  construction  by  tbe  company  ot  twenty-eight 

ships  since  1859,  ail  of  the  Arstdass,  1589,  1590-  Comparative  passenger  rates  per 

mile  of  the  vessels  of  the  compfiny,  and  r  f'thf  «r  o\'  the  Cunard  Hoe,  1591  Relative 

amount  of  the  passage  rates  of  the  company  and  ot  the  French  rates,  1592.  1599-1603. 

Samnaiy  of  the  leading  points  in  the  oonvention  of  the  French  company,  1594-1596 

—Unsatisfactory  result  of  the  frrst  twelve  months'  workiiiL;  of  the  visscls  on  the  French 

line  to  India  and  China,  1597.  159**  -Number  of  vessels  ou  the  French  line,  their  size, 

||ona»powcr,  and  speed,  1604,  1605  Conclusion  m  regards  the  large  consumption  of 

■mut  and  sfHrits  in  the  vessels  of  the  Oriental  and  Peninsular  Company,  that  it  wodd 
never  answer  to  separate  thesa  items  fiiom  the  general  passage  money,  1 607-1 609. 

[Third  Examination.] — Evidcnee  in  refnlHtion  of  a  staten.ent  of  Mr.  Knight,  that  the 
company's  vessels  maintain  an  averaw  need  of  otdy  eight  und  a  half  knots  an  hour, 
between  Snex  and  Bnmhay,  3000— Explanation  of  an  apparent  discrepancy  between 

tlie  actual  [lerf  rniance  on  lliis  line  and  tlie  contract  tiiiu-.  :;i   io-;j->(.i4  Instances  of 

linrsh  interpret atton  of  the  contract  on  (lie  part  of  the  Po^t  Otiice,  showing  the  ground- 
le.>-Bnes!>  of  Mr.  Knight's  insinnalion  that  matters  are  comfbrtahly  adjusted  between  the 

Post  Office  and  the  company,  3004-300?). 

Explanations  iu  connection  with  the  speed  of  the  company's  vess^rls  as  compared  with 
that  of  the  Cunard  vessels,  3qoS,  3007— > Inaccuracy  of  a  statement  by  Mr.  Knight  as 

to  the  company  being  under  110  penalti»-s,  3007  Refert'tice  to  the  excess  of  premiums 

over  penalties  on  the  Australian  service,  ih.  Sundry  details  relative  to  Ihu  price  at 

whii  h  the  company  lay  down  tlieir  coals  at  Bombay,  us  corjjjj  ired  with  thn  price  in  the 

price  ill  the  openmarket,  3007-3012.  3021.  3038-3043.  3078-3101  Information  as 

to  tbe  mode  of  purdtaie  and  supervisinn  of  dm  coals  used  by  tiie  company,  3009-30lft 

 Use  by  the  company  of  soma  ooals  from  Labaan,  Burdwaa,  and  ^ney,  aot)- 

3030. 

Beference  to  certain  returns,  as  disproving  Mr.  Knight's  statement  that  the  aeeounta 

of  the  company  were  so  made  up  as  to  conceal  their  profit':,  '^o;i  Comn)eni  upon 

some  statements  in  tlic  "Times  of  India,"  reflecting  strongly  on  witncs!i'<i company  ;  inac- 

curaey  of  these,  ih.  Incorrectness  of  n  ttatement  as  to  the  company  having  large  dock 

accommodation  of  their  own  at  Singapore^  3Qat<^«^— £vidence  showing  that  the  cost 
of  the  Bombay  service  is  strictly  only  a  «.  7  A  ai  mm,  inslead  of  4  a  6<t,  acrording  10 
Mr.  Chetwyndy  «r  6  «.  s  <f.,  according  to  Mr.  Kni|^  SOtSt  8<>H* 

Total  of  349,0002.  as  the  subsidy  of  the  company,  instead  of  400,000  /.  as  stated  by 
Mr.  Knight,  3034— Circnmstance  of  then  being  competition  in  the  Red  Sea  by  veMels 

468.  B3  not 
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Howell,  Charles  WellingUm,   (Analysis  of  his  Evideuce) — coHtinmeeL 

not  having  a  subsidy,  3024— — Frequent  iofttancps  of  the  conTeywiaa  of  mmy  teeoiul^last 

passengers,  30'J5-— With  regard  to  1;  ■  r  tes  on  the  Cunard  line,  Uie  opening  of  the 

CulJius  line  had  uo  effect  upoa  theiu,  ib.  I'articulars  as  to  the  arrangements  generaUy 

of  witness's  company  in  the  matter  of  eecond-claae  pMeengeray  HOt  ralM  «t  which  vunia, 
and  the  cbaiacler  ol  tho  nc-c-Mumodation,  3O25-<t0tt7* 

Eiplanntion  as  to  the  coals  in  store  at  Aden  not  being  ncotecied  against  the  weather; 
•t  fluer  stations  they  are  all  under  rover,  3027.  3oa9— «~Dofisioe  of  the  practice  of  the 
compar.y  in  sujiplj  n  p  wine  and  spirits  to  the  passengers  ad  lihitum  ;  very  rare  iustances  of 

iuieroperance  on  board,  ib.  Inaccuracy  of  Mr.  Knight's  calculatioo  as  to  the  amooot 

of  •pecie  i  mi  ported  to  Bombay,  and  as  to  the  tots  of  totereat  through  alleged  dcky 
on  the  port  ot'  the  ooaipany*s  veaaels,  3029,  3030. 

T'xccption  tnlccn  to  thn  statement  that  it  suited  the  conapany  to  go  slowly,  and  to  poy 

penaiticii,  iu  ordtr  to  save  coaU,  3031-3033  Concurrence  generally  in  the  results 

arrived  at  by  the  calculations  of  Mr.  Samutla,  3034,  3035  Nfcessity  of  due  cotwidera- 

tioD  being  given  I0  tiie  ioiportance  of  the  trade  ot  the  con)pany  on  the  line  014  Galle,  ia 
in  eonnection  with  any  plan  ibr  a  weekly  aorrice  to  Bombay  exclusively,  3036— — Doubt 
as  lo  ilir  r?  being  any  opium  veaaeb  now  trading  regularly  between  Ainxbay  and  Chioi^ 
3036-303& 

Statement  ahowing  the  necessity  of  an  addition  of  twenty-five  per  eeni.  to  the  eoat  of 

the  coal      clelivcn  d  ut  a  y  station,  in  order  to  arrive  at  its  viilue  when  pat  on  board; 

the  comjjany,  m  lact,  make  uo  profit  on  their  co<»l  account,  3038-3043  Uosouud 

condition  ot' the  company  if  they  did  not  make  proper  reserves  for  dapittciaiion  and  other 

Snrposes,  3043,  3044  Moderate  dividends  paid  by  the  company,  3043—— Small 
hridend  paid  on  the  underwriting  aecoont,  3043,  3044- 

Fuitber  explanation  in  regard  (o  the  contract  speed  of  the  veweli,  and  the  allowance 

made  for  the  monsoon,  3045-3068  Admission  as  to  the  company  having  been  disap- 

pomted  with  the  results  obtamt-d  on  the  Bombay  line  for  the  last  year  or  so,  3059,  3060 
— — Itisiifficieiit  iJlovviHicc  niadt'  Icr  ihe  transit  throuf;li  Eirypt  and  the  di  icntion  at 
Aden,  in  a  statement  purporting  to  show  an  average  delay  of  two  days  on  the  outward 
▼iiyage  to  Bombay  in  1865 ;  3065,  3066. 

Quality  of  the  coal  imporicti  into  Bombay  from  this  country;  very  large  consumption 

uf  the  port,  3069-3074  Amount  of  the  consumptiou  and  stock  of  coal  ot~  witness's 

company  at  Bombay,  3075-3077  Qneeiinn  fartlter  considered  as  to  the  relative  price 

of  co»il  in  the  open  market  at  Bombay,  and  th,^  price  at  wtiirh  the  roal  provided  bv-  tfie 

company  is  ciiarged,  3078-3101  j^ccessily  oi  the  cuinpauy  btuig  nidependeot  ol  the 

local  market,  309B-3101  Average  of  250,000/.  as  the  capital  represented  by  the  ooal 

at  all  the  stations,  3099  The  company  have  spent  as  much  as  J^opoo  U  in  one  year 

upon  coals,  31 0<. 

Great  irregularity  in  the  dispatch  of  the  mails  for  Australia  if  there  were  thirteen  aer- 
neea  instead  ot  twelva  yearly,  3103-9106— -—Necessity  of  four  vcaiels  fir  the  AustraliaD 
semee,  instead  of  three,  if  there  were  thirteen  voya^  iaiiead  of  twelve,  3105-— 
Willingness  expres^aed  by  the  company  to  build  improved  vessels  for  the  Aostralian  line, 
if  they  had  au  exteudcd  contract  given  them,  3106 — —The  company  have  asked  5,000^ 
a  year  for  the  Japan  service,  as  the  minimum  subsidy,  having  already  done  it  for  two 

years  for  nothing,  3107  ^As  to  the  Mauritius  aervic^  it  iaon  the  eve  of  terminatiOQ» 

upon  notice  given  by  the  company,  3108-3110. 

[Fourth  Exammalion.]— Siatemeat  of  the  distanwi  ftom  Brisbane  t»  BalRfk,  from 
Sydney  to  GnUe  by  the  ]>NMnt  nmte,  «nd  from  BfdMy  lo  Gtlfe  atf  Briabanc!,  Bato«ta, 

&c»  3364-3339- 

£Fifth  Examination.] — Witness  delivers  in  a  copy  of  (he  contract  under  which  his 

company  are  now  carrying  out  the  Ausiralian  service,  3590,  3591  Allowance,  by  this 

contract,  of  516  hours  firom  Galle  to  Sydney,  and  of  564  hours  from  Sydney  to  Galle, 

369^~359f  notice  has  been  given  to  terminate  the  contract,  which  only  came  into 

operation  m  Flabmaty  laat,  3595. 


I. 

India  (Pnttid  and  TeUgrapkk  CbmWlilriaii&m).    See  the  Htadin^js  (generally  ihwi§kmit 

Jlt9lA  OmCB  AND  OOTMRHMEST  Of  JnDIAs 

Long  delay,  on  the  part  of  the  Indk  Office  in  teplying  to  a  communication  ftom 
witiu  -  s,  in  iH6'2,  sus^est'n^-  th"  adoption  of  mcaiuios  tut  n^woTing  the  tdegiaptue 
coumunication,  itot.  i<.  GruiuXoa  502-587.  '  ■ 
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iMDtA  OFFtCB  AND  OOVERNMEST  OF  IHDIA — COntiniMll. 

Ftmciion  of  the  Indinti  Post  Office  and  the  Indian  Goveromeot,  rather  than  <if  the 
British  Post  Office  and  thu  Treasury,  lo  deal  with  the  proposed  forinightly  service 
betwLH^n  lodia  and  England,  as  apart  from  the  present  service,  Kni^kt  2317-2319. 
8368-83^  Facility  of  curying  out  an  alteraal«  fgno^htiy  service  all  the  way 
between  Bbmbey  end  Bngland,  mSu  the  Indien  Oovemineiit,  9368-2389. 

Comnent  upon  the  action  oT  Sir  Charles  Wood  and  the  India  Office  in  making  any 

pecuniary  ■lid  to  tin"'  IJiin^-oon  iind  Sin-rapore  telefxraj'h  conditional  upon  Treasury  aid 
for  un  exteiisii)n  of  the  lint;  to  Ghiua  aiid  Aujilialitt,  Gisborne  3261 -3iG().  334 --3349- 

Witness  submits  to  the  Committee  o«rtain  corresponticuce,  ia  1865,  between  tlic  India 
Office  and  the  Post  Office,  with  reference  to  the  Indian  mail  service;  also  letters  since 
received  from  the  Govfrnmctn  nf  India  upon  the  subject  ol  a  weekly  mail  to  Bombay, 

Recent  dee{>etdi  from  the  Indie  Office  to  the  Gotemment  of  Indim,  referrittf  to  the 

anomalies  of  the  exiatinw  arraniremcnt,  and  the  expediency  of  extended  meuns  of 

Oommanication  on  fair  and  equitatde  terras,  hoiirdiUon  2537,  2538  Letter  from  the 

Ivdia  Office  <o  the  Post  Office,  dated  ^ih  May,  representing  the  importance  of  a  re- 
amngement  of  the  poetal  eerrice,  on  terms  lair  end  equitable  ae  between  Indim  and  tbia 
country,  ih.  3538— ^-Wiliingneis  of  the  Indian  Omernmetit  to  {«y  tie  fair  proportion  of 
any  iocreaaed  expense  naeeMary  in  per&ctinft  the  poetal  oommttnicntion  witb  Indie,  t'A. 

ExplanatioD  as  to  the  India  Othce  not  having  been  in  a  position  to  give  any  answer  to 
a  letter  from  Mr*  Grimston,  in  1863,  asking  Uie  department  to  exert  Iti  influence  with 
foreign  gorernments  to  induce  them  to  aet  apart  one  wiie  for  the  use  of  the  Indo- 
European  Telegnph,  Tkcraton  2688-9690. 

Considerations  as  to  the  refusal  of  the  India  Office  to  supply  a  copy  of  the  despatch  of 

the  Indiuii  Guvc  i nnient,  explaining  the  ground  of  objection  to  a  transfer  of  thejmilway 

telegraph  Hues  to  a  private  compauy,  Thornton  2716  2724. 

CircumRtaiice  of  Sir  Charles  Wood  iiavioi^  made  any  pecuniary  assistance  from  the 
Lidia  Office  to  the  Rangoon  and  Singapore  line  conditional  upon  assioiance  from  the 
TVeaewT  for  fhrtber  extension  to  Australia  and  China :  romment  apon  the  actioa  €i  the 
India  effiea  in  this  matter,  Gitteme  3261-32G3.  32G5,  326G.  3342-3349. 

Comenpondence  on  the  part  of  the  India  Office  and  Indian  Government  witft  the  Post 

OfTicr  n  ihe  question  of  the  establishment  of  a  weeVIv  mail  to  Boinhay,  App.  231  etseg. 
— -  Friqtient  repetition  of  representations  by  the  Indian  Government  as  10  the  impor- 
ts [Kt-  and  the  expediency  of  the  proposed  service,  ih.  Views  expressed  on  the  pait  of 

Sir  Charles  Wood,  in  October  i860  and  in  Se|)tember  1861,  in  support  of  the  proposed 
establi^ment  of  a  weekly  mail  to  Bombay,  i^.  231 .  241-—— Further  representation  of  the 
views  of  Sir  Clijiks  od,  in  October  ^^br,,  a.s  to  tlie  expediency  of  a  weekly  UNUl  lo 
JBombay,  and  ttie  inexpediency  of  an  increaited  rate  of  postage,  ib.  386. 

Correspondence  on  the  part  oi  the  India  OtEce,  with  reference  to  the  coutitructioa  of  a 

tele^ph  line  through  Persia,  App.  355  et  sea.  Letters  and  reports  containing  various 

details  in  connection  with  the  detective  working  of  the  Indian  telegraphs,  and  showing 
the  measures  suggested  and  adopted  for  their  improvement,  ib.  414  et  leq. 

See  also  Bombay,         ChiuOf  1.         Egyptian  Mails  Lawrence,  Sir  John 

JfedSifflmMem  UbiU.      mUdl^B,  B.      nfe^rspfttc  Oammunkatiim  (buBa)  It 

Jiidiaa  Seas.  Greater  dlfliculty  in  navigating  the  Indian  seas  than  the  Atlantic, 
Mmceli  1278.  1406 — j-Greater  difficulty  ol  navigation  and  increased  consumption  of 
coals  eastward  of  Suez  than  00  this  side  of  Alexudria,  ib,  1404-1407— IlluslnUii>ns 
of  the  larger  consumption  of  liiel  and  the  lesser  speed  of  vessels  when  employed  In  the 
Mediterranean  than  in  the  Indian  seas,  ih.  1560,  1561. 

Grounds  for  concluding  that  (he  Indian  seas  are  on  the  whole  more  Isvooiablia  for 
mvigatioii  than  the  Atlantic,  Knight  2263-2267. 

ExplaaalioD  as  to  witness  fixing  upon  a  speed  hii^ber  by  one  knot  an  hour  for  the 
European  service  than  for  that  in  the  Indian  sea<^  Saauukt  a940-^l—- ^JSstimata  ttf 
twenty^five  per  cent,  as  the  allowance  to  be  made  on  the  Indieii  sbitioa  for  deiemmtioo 

of  coal,  ih.  ^949.  'J951  Nearly  similar  consumption  of  coal  on  the  Buropeail  Sld^  at 

twelve  knots  an  iiour  as  00  the  Indian  aide  at  eleven  knots,  ib.  295^. 

BctumeadiihitingtheieenUofthe  uanefHr  of  steam  vasaels  from  Ihe  Medittsraneaft  to 
the  Indian  ecaa»  with  tegiui  to  ibe  eoiMM»|ition  of  fiidt  and  the  ep«ed»  Jpji,  589.  . 
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Report,  1906— trntbaMd. 


Inno-^ROPEAy  Telegraph  : 

I,  J)^«ui9»  working  wUU  reuiitfy  of  th*  £<M/rom  CoMteiiftMiple  la  Bagdad 
attd  Fao. 

5.  Considi  rahle  ImpTovement  tbuil^  lAv  pTWHl  Tmr  i»  Ae  Wvltbig  UtWtm 

Coiisteuitinople  and  Fan. 
8*  JioKte  and  drntlruction  of  the  Line  through  Turkuf  and  Pvda, 

4.  Improvements  suggested,  more  espedalltf  in  Turkn/. 

6.  Good  Condition  and  regular  working  of  the  Ldne  jrom  Fao  to  Kurrackee. 
e.  Number  of  Message  ao«r  tk$  iiido-&ropea»  lane,  and  Tbna  ocagpUd  in 

Trantmituon. 

7.  CoMMKlim  AefHwm  CAu  Cmmdy  and  Tarktff  rctaiM  to  fha  Um  to  FioK 
1.  Defeethe  working  unUl  reeentlg  «)f  tJU  lane  from  Qmstantinoplo  to  Bagdad  and 

Fa  II  : 

The  line  from  Constarniiiople  lliroiiirh  to  Fao  is  practically  worked  from  Constan- 
tinople,      Leiiia:  t'l^  heaii   quarters,  GreeTirr  1876-187S  Imp<  rfect  working  of  the 

line  alUibated  caiefly  to  the  neglect  of  tlie  Turkisb  line  uiea,  more  «speciaily  wbf  n  the 
iitwhrfiors  g«t  broken,  iA.  1879- 188s— Constant  etror  in  the  tranttniaaion  cir  messages, 

through  the  clerks  at  the  stations  being  usually  Armenians,  few  of  whom  understand 
Engiisb ;  there  should,  io  fact,  be  two  clerks  at  each  station  competent  to  read  Koglub, 
1883-1888. 

Repeiitlon  of  the  message  sereral  times  between  Con*<tantinople  and  Fao,  whereas, 
under  proper  management,  a  message  might  be  e>eat  tu  Fao  in  two  hours.  Greener  1887, 
1 868  Indifference  of  the  officiala  in  r^ard  to  the  adoption  of  improvements,  t6.  i88g, 
iSgo-^— Occasional  iostaoces  of  awMi^es  being  kept  for  day»  without  being  forvrarded. 

.  jk  1891,  i8ga  Probability  of  the  later  meaaagee  being  sometimes  the  flrat  ihuvnnled, 

when  there  is  a  large  arreiir  to  be  overtaken,  ib.  1893, 1894. 

Delays  through  there  not  bein^;  a  regular  system  of  change  of  clerks,  as  there  is  in  the 

Persian  Gulf  line,  6'ree»er  1938-1941  Numerous  messages  sometimes  passing  daily 

through  Bagdad,  the  office  supposed  lo  be  open  day  and  niiiiit,  ib.  1^015,  2016  Very 

Seat  delay  exjperic  need  last  year  in  the  trdnsnnssion  of  tiK-^isages  over  the  Turkish  line, 
iomion  c686,  2687  Very  defeitive  state  m  wliich  mossagea  naed  to  airive  at  Ao 

from  Eu^rlnnd,  as  well  as  at  Kurrachee  from  Indiii,  i£.  I.  Walton  3130-3133. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Walton  to  the  Government  of  India  in  October  186^  relative  to  the 
vnaatlafaetory  working  of  the  telegraph  through  Turkey,  and  the  deiajra  ezperienoed, 

App.  434-436- 

Letter  from  Lieuteoant  Colonel  Goldsmid,  superintendent  of  the  Iudo<European  Tele- 
graph, to  the  Bombay  Government,  dated  4  November  1865,  with  referenoe  to  the  pre* 
•eat  conditio [)  and  pro^pects  of  the  line,  ^pp.  436-440. 

Reference  to  the  general  concurrent  of  teatimony  as  to  the  ver^  defective  administra- 
tion of  the  telegraph  in  Tmkey,  JIcp.  xi  adi  Viewa  of  Mnor  Champain  and  of 

Colonel  Goldsmid  cited  as  showing  the  defective  arranixpments  in  Tuikey,  and  the  impor- 
tance of  a  competitive  route,  ib.  Conclusion  of  the  Committee  that  a  main  cause 

of  the  complaints  so  generally  and  jnatly  made  ii  to  be  fonnd  in  tha  NDperfeet  admiliia^ 
tmtion  of  the  1'urkisii  system,  ib.  xiu 

a.  Conriderobie  Improvemgnt  during  tht  pruent  Yoar  in  tha  working  ketween 
Cba«teatf«0pb  and  Fao.  • 

The  line  from  Bagdad  to  the  head  of  ihe  Persian  Gulf  was  in  very  good  condition,  and 
•  was  working  well  when  witoeaa  left  about  five  months  agoy  Greener  i860— — Probable 
explanation  with  reference  to  a  certain  meaaage  firom  Conatantinople  to  Knrrachee,  the 

acknowledgment  of  which  was  said  to  have  been  received  back  at  Constantinople  in  three 
minutes,  id.  2017-3024  Recent  instance  of  a  message  having  been  sent  from  Con- 
atantinople to  Kunachee  and  an  acknowledgment  received  in^hree  miotttea,  A  WaUem 
S034  Regular  working  lately  bc'.ween  Constantinople  and  Fao,  ih.  2034,  203.5. 

Reference  to  a  lecent  report  by  Mujur  Champain,  as  showing  that  great  improvements 
had  taken  place  in  the  working  of  the  Tnrkiah  portion  of  the  lodo-European  telegraph, 

Thornton  2682-2685.  2691  Tliis  improvement  is  not  a  result  of  the  appointment  of 

the  present  Cuuimiltee,  ib.  2685.  2782  Confirmation  by  Major  Champain,  of  the 

iiarement  that  a  meHsage  had  b>en  sent  from  Cunstaotinopla  to  KDiracliae  and  an 
acknowledgment  received  within  three  minutes,  ib,  2725. 

I^etter  from  Major  Champain  in  March,  in  which  he  states  that  the  working  of  the 
line  between  Ci>ustanuno[i:  -   in  i  Knir.ichee  in  the  month  of  Februarv  had  been  very 

good,  Tkorutou  2726.  2737,  2738  Further  letter  from  Major  Champain,  on  the  30th 

April,  in  which  he  supplies  particulars  of  the  working  of  the  Indo-European  line  doriog 

the  month  of  January,  16.  2726  lm[)rovcmcnt  in  Oic  inannt,'ement  of  the  Tarkifth  line 

rather  than  in  the  construcliou,  there  being  now  not  much  cause  for  complaint,  ib,  2743- 

27/;3.  2760  Ii;quiry  by  Major  ChampHin  with  reference  to  the  question  of  a  transfer 

of  the  Turkish  line,  hie  having  found,  bowew,  that  ilB  adminiatration  had  been  greatljr 
impiuvcd,  ib.  27151. 

'  Averaga 
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Beport,  if^dO— continued. 


2.  Considerable  Improvement  during  the  present  Year,  Sec. — continued. 

Avenge  o£ivio  days  and  thirteen  hours  occupied  by  each  message  from  Kurracbee  and 
Coastantinople  in  January  last,  Thornton  2726  Average  of  two  days  and  nx  hoim 

between  ConstaDtinopIe  and  Kurrachee  in  January,  rb. 

Statemeot  by  Major  Cbampain,  dated  Constautiaople,  26th  Febniaiy  id6&  that 
during  tbe  last  three  or  taw  weeks  this  eomniiinfeation  hf  telegraph,  both  to  ladm  mui 

London,  has  b^  surprisingly  regular  and  prompt,  App.  448. 

CommmiicatkMis  from  Mr.  Coartenayt  dated  ConstanUnopie«  January  and  February 
1866,  «e  to  the  very  latisfactoiy  working  hi  tboae  months  or  ^  line  between  Gonstan- 

tioople  and  Kurrachee,  App.  521,  522. 

])eBpntch  from  tbe  Tukish  Minister  for  Foreign  Affiiir^,  dated  11th  April  1866,  rela- 
tion to  tbe  wofking  of  thnt  portion  of  the  Indo>Enropenn  telegraph  whidi  paieet  through 
tiie  Xyulwli  tenitoiy,  4f)p.694,  £95. 

Improvement  reported  to  knvn  tnken  pleee  of  ktn  in  workiag  the  finee  in  Toriwy, 

Hep.  xii. 

3.  Route  and  Cotistractim  of  the  Line  through  Turkey  and  I^ersia: 

Since  its  completion  the  line  from  Baghdad  to  Fao  has  not  been  interfered  wilh  by  the 

Arabs,  but  during  1  onstruction  was  frequently  injured  by  them,  Greener  i860.  18G3  

The  hne  has  bent  exceedingly  well  constructed,  ib.  1861,  i8t)3'— Coostructioa  of  tbe 
Udo  between  Cooetantinople  and  Bagdad  under  English  superintendence*  ib*  1867-1860 

 Route  of  the  line  between  Constantinople  and  Begdnd  end  between  B^dnd  and 

Fao,  at  the  head  of  the  Persian  Gull,  ib.  1870. 

Chwd  eonstroction  of  flie  Hne  hetween  Constantinople  and  Bagdad,  so  that  if  properly 

managed  it  should  work  as  well  as  any  other  line,  Greener,  1871-1873.  1897  Ob- 

.  stniction  in  some  parts  of  the  Ime  in  Asia  Minor  m  winter,  when  there  are  he&vy  fall*  of 
snow ;  improTwnent  in  this  leepect  if  the  line  did  not  go  direct  through  tbe  vaJlaye*  ib. 
1874, 1876. 1949-1946. 

4.  [mprotetncnts  suggested,  more  especialh/  in  7\irhey  ; 

Satisfactory  worlcing  of  the  line  through  Turkey*  if  there  were  some  good  English  sig* 
nailers  and  inepeetors,  together  with  some  Turktdi  aBbHospeetore,  Greener  1 895-1901—^ 

Entire  inadequacy  of  the  present  inspection  of  the  lines,  ib.  1896.  1936  -Expediency 

of  some  pressure  upon  the  Turkish  Government,  in  order  that  the  terms  of  the  convention 
with  this  country  as  to  the  working  of  the  telegraph  lines  may  be  properly  fulfilled,  ti. 

1915-1919  Messages  should  reach  Kurrachee  from  Conatantinople  inthreeorfi>ar 

hours,  ib.  1922-1924. 

Fadfity  of  always  working  through  frooA  Oonstantinople  to  Bagdad,  if  them  were  one 

trife  alwnye  nvnikbte^  with  the  insnblioB  pmpedy  kept  np^  Greemr  t9«^i934  

Fortho'  statement  as  to  the  convention  not  hnving  been  earned  out,  in  regard  to  the 

appointin«  nt   f  si^D  illtr  i  nv  isant  wilh  English  ;  |  r    |  ct  of  thiR  being  remedied  in  time, 

10.  2002-201 1  bu^eBieti  alteration  of  the  couvention  with  Turi^y*  so  as  to  provide 

fat  the  Eonipean  aide  of  Constuitinople  ae  well  ne  the  Asiatic  ride*  GoUmM,  3573* 
3674- 

Snegestions  by  Major  Champain*  in  August  1 865,  with  reference  to  the  administration 
of  the  Indo-European  teles^pb*  and  thi:  advenMige  of  en  nitemetive  route  Uirongli 

Russia  instead  of  Turkey,  App.  442-444. 

Report  by  Major  Cbampain,  dated  Cunstantinople,  12th  April  1866,  relative  to  the 
iccenl  working  of  the  Turkish  portion  of  the  Indo-European  trngraph,  and  the  measaree 

necessary  in  ord(  r  to  render  the  line  thoroughly  efficient,  App.  6\g-6'2^. 

Suggestions  by  the  committee  as  to  the  several  means  by  which  the  service  may  in 
lime  Mcooe  MtisftcUwy  in  its  workiaf*  Jlcp.  siit. 

5.  Good  QmditwH  and  regular  ITorAw^  of  the  Line  from  Fao  to  Kurrachee: 
Witness  supplies  sundry  particulars  relative  to  the  Indo-Euroj  >  urj  In   between  Fao 

and  Kurrachee,  and  states  that  the  submarine  portion  of  the  line  is  now  in  excellent 

working  order,  dark  649-660  Accurate  and  expeditious  working  of  the  Indo- 

Enropean  line,  from  Fao  to  Kurrachee,  Greener  iQcq   Steps  taken  f  r  f  ntting 

■  «p  a  second  wire  through  Persia*  to  be  reserved  for  Indo-European  messages*  H.  Walton 
t086-no55. 

Witness  left  Kurrachee  very  recently,  and  the  line  was  then  in  excellent  condition, 
H.  I.  Walton  31 13-3 11 8-— Between  Fao  and  Kurrachee  the  average  bai  been  ail  along 
under  two  hours,  ib.  3116*  3118—— There  has  been  no  interruption  tothe  regularity  of  the 

service,  except  for  a  short  term,  when  the  cable  brr  kc,  ib.  31 17  Continu  .us  night  and 

-    day  service  on  the  line,  ib.  3161  Excellent  stati  of  signallers  employed,  ib.  3162  

Construction  bftiM  Bomimj  Ctofwawitof  the  Peimn  Gwin^finnFnotoKiiinchee*t6. 
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Indo-Europeas  Telegraph— contiaued, 

5.  Good  Canditi'n  nr.r!  rcrjtihir  Wnrklng  of  the  Line,  Sfc. — continued. 

3182-3184.  3222,  3223  Detaila  relative  to  the  eatisfiEustory  working  of  the  Indo- 

Earopean  line  through  Pema ;  com  of  the  lins  •dfnted  tio^  Omdmid,  3499-351 2. 

Remarki*  by  the  Committee  reUtive  to  the  line  from  Fao  to  Bu-^hire  and  Kurrachee, 

which  on  the  whole  works  exceedingly  well,  Rep.  x  Su^ei^tions  tor  the  coustructioa 

of  an  alternative  line  throngh  Pern,  MM  Mi  to  D6  cntiKly  deptikleatupoii  the  rabmarilM 
coounnQication.  ib,    zi.  svi. 

A.  Nttmher  of  Mesnngea  over       Jitdo-BtiroptttR  Lout,  md  Tim  cm^Ud  i» 

Transmismm  : 

Statement  showing  the  mach  shorter  lime  occupied  in  the  tmiismissiou  of  messages 
from  Bi^ind  to  Kumebee  aid  Turkey  than  vid  Rutsia,  Chldtmid  3503. 

Return  nf  n  t  psagps  received  by  tlie  EU-ctric  and  Intf^rn-itional  Ttlnoraph  Company 
from  luilia  by  the  route  through  Turkey  in  March,  and  from  1st  tu  luth  April  i86d, 
showin.:  i  i  t'>ich  <nae  the  station  froin  which  leiit,  aiid  the  tine  taken  in  tnmmiaAukr 

Tlcturus  showiiiij  the  nuiiiber  of  ii)e>sa;^e3  from  the  United  Kingdom  and  from  the 
Continent  to  Tndin,  and  vice  verm,  in  the  year  Ajip.  df^-Sty— ■  ■SlWttttary  nt 

"  trathc  for  the  ten  montb-H  ending  3if<t  December  ib.  627, 

Return  eliowing  the  average  time  occupied  by  telegrams  in  reaching  Ivurrachee  from 
the  United  Kingdom,  via  Russia  and  viA  Turkoy,  h  nee  the  opening  of  the  line  in  March 

1866  ap  to  Uie  eod  of  February         Jfp.  63b  Much  lest  time  iM  Turkey  than  vid 

Rtmia,«Si. 

7.  CommUim  iffVMi  tkk  Countrff  and  TSgrk^  refattw  to  tkg  £dnt  to  Fao: 

Copy  of  ccMfivention  between  Her  Majesty  and  the  Sultan,  dated  3rd  Septeaaliar  1864, 
with  nfeienoe  to  dM  muntenance  and  adtrdnistration  of  telegraphic  commuMcnticn 

tietween  C»mtantiaople  and  Fao,  App.  350-352  Engagement  by  Turkey  dnt  one 

wire  of  rhr  n  a  n  line  from  ConstaDttoeple  to  Ftto  flbaifbe  alwaya  esclttMTely  devoled 
to  Indo-European  meMages,  t&.  351. 

Oomnranicattoti  f&m  the  Indkn  Oflee  to  tite  Foi«it>;n  Office,  dated  and  December  1 B63, 

enr' :fiirj^  nil  ni  run  Inn  f  j  i  . posed  political  convention  with  Turkey  fof  the  Working  of 
the  Itido-Eiiropeaa  Telegraph,  on  the  first  opening  of  the  through  line  to  India,  App, 

jte  aho  nfe^dpA  Cbmrnomeafym  (JBuSs). 

Jbtdert'   "Vvrf  bad  state  of  tiic  telegraphic  line  between  Bombay  and  Indore  when  wttflKW 

waa  in  ImImi  in  186a,  S,  fFmltom  9079  Coaaidecations  a»  to  the  best  mode  of  aup* 

|ilyim^  talfgfnpinc  comoMnioation  to  a  place  Uke  liadoe^  nonUm  «793-z7g9< 

letter  from  the  officiating  Dejmty  Superintendent  of  Telegrajllia.  Ittdnre  Circle,  dtrted 
toCh  Jjane  1861 ,  snbmrtting  aaggeations  relatiTe  to  the  nfr-crgauiaatiop  of  the  TelegfSph 
Svpaitmen^  App-  457>  4o°< 

lanilaton  (Telegrcmh  Wires).   Very  fragile  daaracter  of  the  poreelafn  Inaalators  wed  oti 

the  tine  liirou^  Turkey  in  Asia,  Gretuer  — —Siemens'  insulators,  as  used  on 

the  line  from  Bagdaii  to  the  Peisiaa  Gulf,  hare  never  been  broken,  ih.   

Very  bad  insulators  used  on  the  Roea  w  ImIb    witneaa  Itaa  Beard  fliem  caDed  DoogWa 

insulators,  H.  JFalton  2074-2076. 

Cx^lanaiiuu  with  reference  to  some  delay  in  the  trau»>iuii>Hion  of  insulators  and  tele' 
graphic  Btores  to  India,  on  account  of  speci6cations  not  having  accompanied  the  indenta 

when  sent  from  India,  nomton  2699.  2706-27  n  Correction  of  a  statement  by  Mr. 

Walton  as  to  the  msulators  which  have  failed ;  those  of  Colonel  Dooglas  and  Captain  MaU 

lock  not  liHvin^'  failed  at  all,  t^.  2702,  2703  >It  was  Colonel  XPooglaa  who  OHuMed  to 

a«Bd  tlie  specifications  in  tbc  first  instance,  ib.  2708-27 10. 

Very  bad  insulators  on  the  Urn.-  from  Kurrachee  when  the  Persian  Oulf  line  wa»  opened^ 
improved  insulatnis  Wmg  now  ui  course  of  erection,  Robinson  2872.  2875,  2876,  0880. 

2882  Causes  of  llic  failure  of  porcelain  insulatorg,j7/.  I'^^j'^-^^jH — —  Con  side  1  able  delay 

in  the  mauulacture  of  the  new  insulalora,  tb.  2912  Lxtremely  defective  system 

<tf  insulation  adopted  in  the  fir&t  iestance  by  Sir  William  O'Shau^hnessy,  ib.  sgtj-a^g. 

Complaint  in  report  by  tlie  D  rr  ct-  .r  Om-rnl  of  TL'lci:ra])hsi  in  India  in  Decemlj^r  1  f^'i.  j, 
relative  to  Uje    non-arrival  of  lUMilaturs   and  iclegrafh  stores  fron>  England,  -^"^pp. 

445,  446  Extract  Irom  letter  from  the  officiating  Director  of  Telegraphs,  Western 

DiTiaioD,  dated  15th  Jifovember  1^65,  as  to  the  injnnons  reaalta  of  the  noa-«nri«ni  of 
inaolalori,  fee  from  Ei^land,  ib.  446, 447. 

Statement  in  report  by  Colonel  Douglas,  of  Z8t  TAttMf  1865,  relative  to  the  bad  iMO- 
brtiioii>oCs«amotthe  ti|i«r>"^t^re(>>odi^ 
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ITAUAN  JtoOTE  : 

I.  Postal  Commuitieatiom' 

S.  Teiegraphic  CoummtieBtioii, 

1.  Fvttal  Camwuanealhm  t 

Considerations  as  to  the  expediency  of  substituting  some  port  iu  Iialy  for  MaraeiUes 
M  the  place  of  departure  for  Alexandria ;  atdvaanges  respectively  of  Brmdisi,  Napls% 
and  Reggio,  HiU  354-378  ■  Adwtage  of  Napl^  or  Reggio  over  Brindisi  m  th« 
Italian  port  for  a  tenniiraa  thU  lide  of  Atexandria,  HoidcU  i  348-1 351 . 

GonaqtoDdeaoaf  eaumMiag  m  Jana  1861,  reiative  to  the  proposed  traasmissioa  of 
tte  IndiiB  and  AtwtfaBan  mailt  Irf  tlie  route  cf  Italy,  «di  Anooaa  and  Bria^,  App. 

291  et  sea.  Sundry  representationB  as  to  the  advantages  of  Ancona  or  Brindtaj,  as 

comparM  with  MaraeUlas  a^  the  port  tor  the  departure  of  the  mails  for  Alexandria,^  ib.  292 

Conclusiou  of  the  Treasury  and  Post  Office  in  Mnrch  18G4,  in  favunr  of  continnmg 
the  arrangements  for  conveyance,  vi&  Marseilles,  until  the  railway  is  completed  to  Brindisi, 
yfbea  tha  questioa  can  ba  laoouMdaved,  Afp,  z*h  3*3* 

Further  corre  spond^nce  ainoe  the  end  of  iSfif  vpoQ  the  quoitioii  of  seodiag  tie  oail* , 
by  way  of  Brindisi,  App.  324  et  le^. 

Tabular  statement  ebowing  tha coarse  of  the  mail  or  direct  comraanieatioii  between 
London  and  Italy,  Jpp.  338, 3391. 

Memorandum  of  instructions  prcpnrLd  by  the  Post  Office,  in  February  1866^  for  tlie 
guidance  of  the  engineer  officer  about  to  proceed  to  Italy,  with  regard  to  the  oootn^ 
plated  coiiviLvanre  thiou^ii  that  country  of  tlie  mails  for  India,  &c.,  App.  34'»34*  "" 
Appointment  by  the  Board  of  Trade  of  Captain  Tyler,  b.  b.,  to  make  the  pioposed 
inqairy,  ib.  34s. 

Gnisideration  given  by  thi-  Couiuiiitec  to  the  tjucstion,  whether  the  mulls  could  not  be 
carried  with  advantage  over  the  Mont  Cenis  Radway  and  through  Italy  tu  Brindisi,  or 
soma  Italian  port»  instead  of  through  Fmaoe  to  ManioUes,  Rep.  ix — The  cootingoiey 
of  this  route  bec-oming  available  at  some  future  time  Sbould  06  provided  Ibr  in  SOy  COBr- 

tract  extending  over  a  series  of  yeai  h,  ib. 

2.  Telegrtqihic  Communication  ; 

Transmission  of  the  Egyptian  messitcres  entirely  through  Italj;  improvaaMnt  Iktelf , 

both  in  time  and  aceuracv,  Str  J".  CarmichacI,  765-7C7. 

Great  delay  and  error  at  first  experienced  tlirough  the  defective  transmission  of  moa- 

si^es  through  Ttalian  territory,  or  nom  TNnui  to  Sicily,  Gltus  1624-1631  ^Important 

improveuieht  during  a  certain  period  when  the  Eni^lisli  cleiks  \vere  allowed  to  be  placed 

in  Uic  Italian  otBt  es,  ib.  1625  Delay  la  the  tiausuiissiuu  of  through  mes»ages 

to  or  from  India,  everything  being  delayed  if  there  are  any  Italian  or  state  messages  to  be 
attended  to  at  the  same  tiaie»  ib,  1690-1604— -SaiiiMbctory  character  of  the  recent 
arragement  for  a  separate  win  through  the  ftafian  States,  tft.  1 742- 1 745  Consider- 
able irregularity  in  the  arrival  of  Tncssa;:es  to  and  from  Alexandria,  on  acn-int  i  f  the 
practice  in  Italy  of  sending  the  messages  by  an  alternative  line  if  there  is  a  block  at  any 
itatioD,  11. 1750, 1760W 

See  also  ifaeoiM,  BrindU. 


J. 

Japan.    Service  now  perfoiintil  dy  the  Peninsular  fin.!  Orif-ntal  Coiij|i;liiy  Uc.ffi  Shanghai 
to  Ji^an,  UKrluding  the  conveyance  of  the  mail ;  claim  made  lor  a  snbsidy  m  respect,  of 

thia  service,  ^otiW/  1376,1377.  1390-1392  With  regard  to  the  application  by  the 

company  for  a  subsidy  for  the  mail  sarvioe  between  Shanghai  and  Japan,  hitherto  per- 
feitned  gratuitously,  the  matter  is  still  under  consideration  at  the  Post  Office,  Chetwjfmd 

l8^  ',  I'-^y  The  conipiiny  have  asked  5,000?.  a  yejir  for  the  Japan  service,  as  lll4 

minimutu  subsidy,  having  already  done  it  ior  two  years  for  nothing,  Howell  3107. 

CottsidenUe  trade  between  China  and  Japan,  and  between  England  and  Japan ; 
inference  as  to  the  importance  of  ti  legi-apbic  communication,  Gishonu  3^75,  3276 — — 
laliormaitoo  as  to  the  route  of  the  proposed  tetegrapbic  cable  tu  China,,  Japan,  ks, ; 
facilities  for  laying  it,  OiOeme  3a77-3M4;  Forde  3360-938^ 

Return  of  the  computed  real  value  of  imports  from  Japan  into  the  Ui  itL  l  Kijig  i  m, 

in  the  year  1865,.  j^fp.  536  Return  of  the  deelaied  value  of  Briiish  and  iiisb 

produce  and  mapofactnree  exported  to  Japan  ifom  tiia  United  Kingdom  in  lha  sbbm 

year,  16. 

Abstract  statement  submitted  by  Mr.  Forde  in  further  saqpianatkm  of  hia  scbeae  of 
telegrapbie  asdMMoa  to  Japan,  Ac.,  App.  641. 

See  also  CKnuu 

4«8— 1.  F  a  JSm 
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Java  {Telegraphic  CommuTticaUon.)   Arrani^eineDt  made  b;  witneM  with  the  Dutch  Go- 
vernment, in  1859,  by  whkh  the  telegraphic  otble  was  laid  batwecn  Singapore  and 

Batavia,  Quhome  3258  Facilities  for  laying  a  teleoraphie  cable  between  Singapore 

and  Java}  ueceasity  of  guarding  against  injury  from  ships'  anchors,  ib.  3293.  33^6  ■ 

Doubt  wbetbw  the  Outch  Government  would  gnnt  •  svbridy  in  aid  of  a  line  between 

^gapore  and  Java,  t&  3294-^296  ExplanatioikM  to  the  cauMS  of  failure  of  the  cable 

between  Singapore  nod  Betavia,  ib.  3324-3336. 

Return  of  the  computed  real  valiM  of  imports  ftom  Jtiva,  Sumatra,  &c«,  into  Ike  United 

Kingdom  in  the  year  18^  App.  535  -Return  of  the  declared  value  of  British  nod 

Irish  prodnee  and  manafkctures  exported  to  Java«  &c.,  from  the  United  Kingdom  in  tke 

same  year,  ib.  Amount  of  the  foreiirn  and  local  trade  and  shipping  cfJaflwhieil  Will 

make  use  of  the  proposed  telegraph  vi&  Singapore  ib.  632,  633. 

Further  information  sapplied  by  Mr.  Giabmoe  with  reference  to  the  Singapore-Baiavia 
cabk^  and  the  eaoie  of  its  fiulure,  Afp*  ^S. 

"  Jedl  "  The.   Statement  of  the  tonnage  and  boree-power  of  tliia  Teead  of  tiie  Pemiuakr 

and  Oriental  Company,  App.  ,369. 

Jenkin,  hleemiiig.    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Civil  engineer;  has  had  considerable  expe- 
rience in  connection  with  telegraphie  eables,  1810,  i8n  Opinion  as  to  the  neceasty 

of  further  and  more  C(>mplete  surveys  when  cables  are  being  laid,  181^— '—Suggestion 
that  preliminary  surveys  be  made  by  Government  at  the  public  expense,  inasmuch  as  the 
public  are  greatly  benefited  by  improved  c'Jinmunication,  irrespectively  of  the  benefit  to 
the  companies,  1814.  1826-1828.  1832, 1833-— Good  material  used  In  the  manufacture 
of  the  Md  Sea  cable ;  the  cable  was,  however,  too  fight,  and  was  laid  loo  taut  in  some 
places,  1814,  1815. 

Great  improvement  in  the  construction  of  cables  within  the  last  eight  or  ten  yeaiSf 
i8i9, 1817— ^Sttceete  of  those  eaUes  whieh  are  the  heaviest,  and  which  weigh  two 

tons  per  mile  and  upwards,  1817  Advantage  of  a  line  by  the  Persian  Gulf  route  in 

addition  to  one  by  the  Red  Sea,  each  line  being  moreover  joined  together  at  various 

pobis,  1818-1820  Expedieney  of  the  piopoaed  alternative  routes  being  under  one 

management,  1820,  1821. 

Calculation  tliat  the  transmission  of  meiisages  between  India  and  England  would  not 
occupy  moi-e  than  about  three  hours  if  there  were  aline  entirely  under  English  management 

1823  AdvanUges  and  disadvantages  of  land  lines  and  submarine  lines  respectively, 

1823-1825  Prospect  of  favourable  routes  being  available  from  India  to  China  and  to 

Australia,  f'urtlier  surveys  bcins;,  hownver,  required  (or  the  Australian  line,  i82()-iS33  

Rapid  decay  of  cables  m  certain  bottoms  in  the  China  and  other  seas,  1834  Opinion 

that  no  iDjaiy  resulted  to  the  Red  Sea  eaMe  ftom  the  high  tenqieratnre  of  the  Red  Sea* 
1834, 1835. 

K. 

Kandahar.  Suggestion  made  by  witness  to  the  Bombay  Government  for  a  line  from  the 
D6n^  to  Kandahar,  and  from  Kundabar  to  Herat;  jealousy  in  Persia  of  the  Aflfghaus 
adrwted  to  hereon,  Oeld»mU,  3568, 3567. 

Kt^htf  Robert.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.^ — ^Has  resided  in  Bombay  for  twelve  years, 
and  lias  had  peculiar  racilities  of  knowing  the  feeling  in  India  upon  the  question  of  postal 

communication  with  this  country,  458-462  General  and  profound  dissatisfaction  in 

India  on  ai'    nut  ot  the  service  being  neither  so  rapid  nor  efficient  as  it  should  be,  46a— 

465  Varying  time,  from  twenty-one  days  to  twenty-seven  days,  occupied  in  the  paa- 

sage  from  Sues  to  Bombay,  463  Average  of  only  nine  knots  an  honr  on  the  Bonubay 
line,  464. 

Gi  eat  grievance  in  Western  India  through  the  subsidy  to  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental 
Company,  giving  them  a  monopoly  of  the  passenger  communication  to  Bombay,  465— 

483  Ft  cull  u  burden  upon  the  poorer  servants  of  the  Indian  Government  through  the 

heavy  and  unequal  rates  charged  between  Bombay  and  Suez ;  illustration  ot  thi^,  466. 
474-481  Reference  to  a  proposition  made  by  witness,  to  the  Post  Office,  about  twelve 
moo^  since,  on  aooouot  of  the  British  India  Steam  Navigation  Companv,  for  an  alteiw 
nate  fortnightly  service  to  Bombay,  upon  receipt  of  a  iirailBr  aulindy  as  Oat  paid  to  ihe 
Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company,  468.  467. 

Great  importanee  of  two  companies  carrying  on  die  aerriop,  and  of  excluding  the 
Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company  from  a  monopoly  of  the  subsidy.  466-483  Doubt 

whether  the  present  contract  rrite  of  speed  is  really  fulfilled,  484,  485  Necessity  of 

making  Bouibay  the  chief  port  of  India  in  connection  with  railway  commuatcation  to 

Calcutta,  Madras,  .^c.,  486-490  Expediency  of  abolishing  the  postal  aervioe  by  sen  10 

Madras  and  Calcutta,  and  of  rendering  tha  service  to  Bombay  as  efficient  as  poaaible, 
490. 

[becoud 
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Jbighi,  'Robert.    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

[Second  £xsiniD«tioo/i'~£vi<^^°<^  support  of  tbe  complaint  as  to  the  unduly  low 
speed  upon  the  Sues  udTBoaibay  line,  2252  et  seq.  Deterioration  in  the  rate  of  speed 

in  recent  years,  2-255.  **92  Opinion  that  the  speed  oliould  be  eleven  or  eleven  and  a 

halt'  knots  an  hour;  performances  of  the  Cunaid  vcsscla  adverted  to  in  support  of  thi« 

Coueiusiun,  2256-22G3.  '^268-2269  Grounds  tor  concluding  that  the  Indiaa  Sen  are 

on  tbe  whole  more  favourable  for  nayigation  than  the  Atlantic,  2263.  2267. 

Witness  attributes  tbe  low  speed  in  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Ck)mpanv  s  vessels 
chiefly  to  the  economy  practised  in  the  expenditure  of  fuel,  2264,  ^265.  2280.  2293— 
At  tbe  present  rate  of  speed  tbe  mails  coidd  be  carried  for  tbe  ocean  postage  witboat  a 

sabeidy,  ««66.  scgi  -uohTeyanoe  of  tbe  mails  to  Bombny  in  about  twenl^  end  a  lialf 

days  instead  of  twenty-four  and  a  half  days  if  the  speed  of  the  Cunard  boats  were  attained  ; 

data  for  this  calculatioD,  3268-2376  Several  inslances  of  the  mails  having  been  carried 

to  Bombay  in  twenty  dsjs  and  a  few  hours,  (he  shortest  time  having  been  nineteen  days 
and  six  hours,  2279, 2280. 

Habitual  failure  of  the  company  to  comply  with  the  contract  speed  of  ten  knots  an 

hour  on  the  Bombay  line,  2281,  2283. -2289-2292.  2505-2507  Noticeable  feature  of 

tbe  old  contracts  that  there  is  no  provision  for  penalties,  2283-2286— —Comment  upon 
the  omission  of  the  Post  Office  to  see  that  the  contract  was  properly  fulfilled,  2284-2286 
Recent  date  of  the  arrangement  by  which  time  tables  from  port  to  port  have  been 
substituted  for  a  certain  rate  of  speed  per  hour,  under  a  system  of  penalties  and  premiums, 
ss85-3287---><nniflnKMrtance  ore  penalty  of  50  L  a  day  as  eompaied  with  tbe  saving  by 
economy  of  fuel, 

Data  for  tbe  conclusion  that  the  cost  of  coal,  as  used  by  the  company,  is  much  less 
than  Ins  been  slated  by  Mb.  RoweII»  3394-2306  Feeling  in  India  that  -the  aooonnts 

of  the  company  arc  so  made  up  that  tbe  real  profits  are  not  properly  shown,  2301-2303 

 Calculation  that  tbe  su^dy  Ibr  the  Bombay  service  is  practicallv  enhanced  to  the 

amount  uf  30,000  2.  a  year  by  tbe  savfaig  of  opal  thioogh  the  dininisned  nie  of  speed, 

3307-2309.  231-3. 

Estimate  of  24,000  L  as  the  amount  of  the  subsidy  for  the  Bombay  contract,  the  mileage 
itle  bdag  6*1  Sd^,  3310,  9311— —Circumstance  of  the  total  subsidies  to  the  company 
teaching  m  agpvgate  ot  400,00c  or  twenty  por  cent,  unon  the  paid  up  capital,  2313 
~-Bsr  to  competition  on  accovnt  of  the  enoimoes  sobsiay  of  the  company,  2313.  2333 

 PrnpoaiUon  made  by  witness  to  the  Post  Office  in  March  1865  upon  the  subject  of 

a  fortnightly  mail  service  between  Bombay  and  Suez,  by  an  independent  company  in 
India  i  no  snbsidy  was  asked  Ibr,  bot  only  the  oeean  postage,  S314-S316L 

Function  of  the  Indinn  F  st  Office  and  the  Indian  Government  rather  than  of  the 
British  Post  Office  and  the  1  reasurv  to  deal  with  the  proposed  fortnightly  service  between 

India  and  Eiiuland,  as  apart  from  tlie  present  service,  2317-2319.  3368-2389  Protest 

against  the  English  Post  Office  dealing  so  absolutely  with  postal  contracts  in  which  the 
people  of  India  and  the  revenues  of  India  are  so  laigely  concerned,  2317-2321.  2384- 
a389.  S44& 

Witness  is  satisfied  iliat  too  much  is  paid  for  the  service  performed  by  the  Peninsular 

and  Oriental  Company,  232-:,  2323  Ability  of  the  British  Indin  Steam  Navigation 

Company  to  perform  with  their  present  fleet  a  lortnightiy  Bi)mbay  sei  vice  at  the  speed 

now  attained,  3324,  2325  Great  importance  attached  to  competition  in  the  poKtal  com- 

nunieation  with  the  Eaatf  so  Aat  in  the  public  interests  it  is  highly  expedient  to  give  a 

footing  to  a  competitive  company,  2327-C336.  2643-2647  'Reference  to  the  recently 

expressed  views  of  tbe  Government  upon  the  question  ot  compeiition,  -^628-2661. 

Appravat  of  tin  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company  retaining  their  present  fortnightly 
service,  whilst  they  should  be  excluded  from  tendering  for  a  furtlit^i  I  irtviifrntly  alternate 

service,  2332-2336.  2358  Complaint  of  the  colonists  in  New  isouih  Wales  and  New 

Zealand  as  to  the  conduct  and  the  monopoly  of  the  company  in  the  case  of  the  Australian 

serriee,  between  tbe  veais  1853  and  i860;  3336  With  regard  to  the  proposal  made 

by  witness  to  the  Post  Ofltooli  Mwk  t86&  Mr.  Hill  said  it  coold  not  be  entertained, 
«337- 

Further  statement  as  to  competent  parties  being  fully  prepared  to  undertake  n  fort- 
oightly  service  from  Bombay  to  Suez,  in  return  for  the  ocean  postage ;  tliat  is,  at  the 

present  rate  of  speed,  3338-3340.  2359-3372.  3437-3440.  9485,  24^  Question  of 

coahng  at  Aden  or  at  Sues  adverted  to  as  raecting  the  question  of  expense  of  fuel,  S341, 
2342— 'Anticipated  reduction  by  one-half  in  Ae  rates  of  passage  money  on  the  Bombay 
lia««  if  A«n  wck  competition,  3343^345.  3347. 

Laige  saving  in  tta  interest  qiecie  in  transit  between  this  conntry  and  India  if 
the  speed  of  tfie  'vessels  were  increased,  2345  Unduly  iiia;li  charge  mad*  for  the 

C'/uveyrtnre  of  specie,  in   the  ahsenee  of  (.•oaijM^luion,  234.",— -^347  f  ■ :  u'luil-  fir  the 

statement  that  eecoud-cltuss  |>as6eDgers  are  carried  only  &>>  a  matter  of  favour,  the  result 
of  the  preaent  amngenento  being  that  hardly  any  one  can  go  saoondpdass,  9348.  9446- 
fl450- 

43^L  F  3  Bepieaentation 
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Knightf  Robert.    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — eontimud. 

RepreKentation  by  witness  of  the  opinion  not  only  of  Bombay,  but  of  ail  India,  as  to 

tlw  grievances  under  the  existing  systi-m  of  eonoMiniealioDf  3349*^5^  Similar 

compluhiis  in  Austr.ilia  as  in  India  against  the  mnnopoly  now  in  operation,  23.5'2,  3351 
—  ■  General  cyncurrtnce  of  opitiion  in  India  in  favour  of  Bombay  as  the  port  of  potbU 
conmiiiuic  ition  witli  this  country,  2354  -Inequity  ot  the  arr;ingeinent  by  which  India 
is  charged  witti  one-half  of  the  cost  of  the  China  mails;  denial  that  her  interest  m  the 
CWna  Mrvioa  b  ftt  all  equal  to  that  of  ddi  eounuy,  3355'3357-  939»-4396-—— Injustice 
also  in  making  India  pvf  toawda  the  ooet  of  ibe  Meditanaaean  and  Egypliaa  nMik, 
2355-2357- 

Argument  as  (o  the  onibirneBs  of  reforiog  a  weekly  mail  to  Bombay  on  the  ground  of 

the  India  OflRce  not  coMSLMititu:  to  an  increased  rate  of  pi>sta;;e,  2357  Consiilcrations 

as  to  the  means  of  earryin^i  out  an  aitero^  fortnightly  service  not  only  between  Bombay 
and  Suez,  but  hetwe<'ii  Ah^x  uidria  and  England^ under  the  control  of  the  Indian  Govern* 

merit,  and  with  the  aid  of  the  ocean  posta!re,  236^-23^14  Great  reduction  in  the 

number  ut  paitsengers  to  a^id  from  Calcultti  by  sea,  wh'  n  the  railways  are  all  in  commu- 
nication with  Bombay,  2390. 

Explanation  in  connec  liun  witli  India  btMng  now  credited  with  n  portion  of  the  receipts 

from  ihe  Australian  mail  service,  2397-2401   Examination  in  further  support  of  the 

conclusion  that  competition  would  surely  lead  to  a  reducti  n  (jf  jiasseii^er  rates,  2402- 

3415  Advantage  of  the  competition  of  the  Mes8a]j,eriefl  ImpcrialeA  in  r^rd  to  the 

pasaenfer  ratea  to  Calcutta,  «403-34o6.  2419-  ^Fadlities  ibr  postal  oommunieation 

between  Bombny  and  Chinn  hy  means  of  tlic  opium  ve-;-»els,  2416-2418  Approval  flf 

the  competition  of  the  French  Company  being  made  more  available,  2419,  2420- 

With  feapeet  to  the  telegraph  lines  in  India,  complaints  are  general  of  the  inefficient 

of  th<  w'lole  system,  242i-'243'l-  Statement  as  to  the  excessively  inefficient  working 
of  the  line  between  Kuuachee  and  Bombuy,  the  complaints  being  incessant,  but  without 

efleet,  S435r3432  Constant  complaints  of  messages  being  divulged  by  signallers, 

0432  Very  unsatisfactory  working  also  of  the  telegraph   between  BomMy  and 

CMcutta,  2433, 2434^— Very  bad  state  of  the  telegraph  posts,  whllat  thm  la  a  great 
want  of  inaatatoi*,  &136. 

Very  tare  instances  of  any  break  down  of  the  vessels  between  Bombay  and  Suez, 
244 1-2443<->— Circumstance  of  the  French  Company  having  a  classification  of  pnssengrer 

rales  from  Calcutta,  245I--2453  Impressinu  in  India  as  to  llie  misnianageuient  of  ine 

Peninsiilai  and  Oriental  Company,  and  the  waste  ot  ston^,  Stc,  2454—2450  Injury  to 

tiiecoal  at  Aden  in  its  not  bdng  protected  from  the  weather,  2457-2459.  2503,  2504 

 Strong  disapproval  of  the  <!ysiem  of  unlimited-  anpply  of  wbtea  and  apirifc*  oil  board 

ibe  VI  ssels  of  the  company,  2460-2463. 

Natarnl  astonishmmit  and  dissatisfiietion  to  be  caused  in  Bombay  when  the  news 

arrives  of  a  further  contract  or  aureement  havinsi  been  entered  into  hy  the  Poet  Office,  in 
February,  by  which  there.  18  no  adequate  guardnlee  for  a  proper  speed  ;  witness,  however, 

has  not  seen  this  agreement,  2464-2484  Further  reference  to  the  penalty  of  50/.  a- 

day,  as  being  altogether  inadeijuate,  and  operating  rv«Uy  as  a  premium  upon  delay, 
C470-2475— oDonbt  as  to  the  time  being  fixed  in  tho  Ibmer  eontraet^  at  all  e««ttla  no 
penalties  were  cnfotced,  9481-2484.  2499. 

Explanation  that  there  will  soon  be  excalleot  dock  acoommodation  available  at 
Bombay,  2487-2489  Advantage  both  to  thia  conntry  and  to  India  by  the  eatablish- 

luent  of  a  competing  fortnightly  service,  to  be  conducted  from  Bombay  under  contract 
with  the  Indian  post  office,  2490-2408.  2509- —  Question  whether  the  agreement  between 
the  Poat  Office  and  the  Peninsofar  and  Oriental  Company  in  February  was  not  a 

«Qns«qneiMa  of  the  present  inquiry,  9499-4500  Perfomsnce  of  only  8^  knots  on 

die  Bombay  Hne  hi  1865,  instead  of  the  contract  rata  of  to  knots;  slight  importance 
attached  hereon  to  the  views  expressed  by  llr«  Bill  as  to  the  aatiafcictory  perfbrmasee 
of  the  Contract  generally,  2505-2508. 

Kurrachec  (iSVeam  Communicatiof)).  Memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Kurraohee 
io  the  Postmaster  General  tor  England,  date<i  ist  September  id60|  praying  for  direct 
Steam  comnuinication  between  Kurrachee  and  Sne^  4rP>  *80>  *4^* 

Objections  nn  the  ]mri  of  th    Vmt  OfBce  in  Febraai^  t86l  to  the  proposal  ftr  Vm 
Steamers  moniiiiy  between  buez  and  Bouiljay  via  Kurradwe,  App.  940,  241. 

Kvrrachce  and  Bombaif  {Telegraphic  Commummtion).  Impression  that  mndi  of  the 
inaccuracy  of  the  telegrams  exists  on  the  line  between  Kurrnchee  and  Bombay,  SeUon 

839-84 1  Cotisiderahie  revenue  troin  imprfjvement  in  the  teletiraphic  service  between 

Kurrachee  and  Bombay,  &r«ea  119(^1205 — —Very  bad  fM}odition  of  the  line  between 
Komohee  and  Bombay  when  wUoesa  saw  it  tlwee  yeara  ago,  Chmim  1957, 19581 

Very  bad  state  of  the  line  between  Kurrnchee  and  Bonibay,  tTiere  being  moreover  a 

deficiency  of  clerks  at  Kurrachee,  M,  Walton  2077,  2078  Instancra  of  great  delay 

in 
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Sbtrradm  tmd  JBmAty  (IW^npAte  OmmunieatioH) — continoad. 

in  the  transmission  nf  mfssag'  -  over  th«  line,  H.  Wnlf'tr),  •>r,-y  ^Transmission  of 

messages  through  Kurracbcc  without  their  being  translatefi  at  ttiat  point,  ib.  2097,  2098 
—Statement  as  to  the  excessively  inefficient  wnrkini;  of  the  line  between  Kurrachee  and 

Bombfty,  the  oomplaiQU  being  incMttnt  bot  without  effect.  Knight  2423-2432  Thew 

hM  beoi  little  aroeliorBtion  it  any  in  the  line  to  Bombay,  ib.  2423,  2424. 

The  GoremmcDt  of  India  bare  been  doing  everything  to  improve  the  line  between 
Knnachee  and  Dootbay,  Thornton  s6g6>— ^Esaugmtad  atatementa  made  as  to  the 

tiin«  occupied  by  inengn^s  botwean  Kvmteli««  and  Bombay,  JMmmm  2843  Nature 

of  the  former  deficieiioic*  of  the  line  from  Kurrachee  to  Bombay,  ice,  uhi«h  caused 
mncb  complaint^  (6.  ftSG^-adyG— —  Steps  taken  tor  putting  up  a  Mcond  wire  between 
KnnadMa  and  Bombay,  Ift.  sSyg-aSSg. 

Fnrtlier  statement  til  l',  im  (  rovf  ments  have  bi  en  goini;  on  ovi  r  the  Kurrachee  and 
Bombay  line  aB  well  as  over  uiher  Imes,  and  that  complaints  of  delay  and  ioaccuraey  oa 
thia  lina  hvn  bean  much  axaggarated,  BoUnaon  aoi6Hi9s6. 

Great  improvement  since  thf  end  of  la^t  year  in  llic  service  from  Kurrachee  into  the 
interior  of  India;  much  lets  time  in  the  traoi^miiBiiiua  of  nie«>iage!«,  //.  J.  Walton  31 19- 

31*3.3133.  3»69,  3170-  3185-3 '^9  S^H-S***!  Considerable  delay  experienced  m 

some  instances  at  Kurrachee  through  the  defective  working  of  the  lines  in  India;  ereat 

improvement  havinr:,  howevet,  latterly  taken  place,  i7/.  31 24-3 1 29.  3133  Suggestions 

made  by  witness  for  improving  the  couisc  of  Unu  eastward  of  Kuirachee,  i/i.  3166 — — - 
Further  reference  to  the  occuirence  on  one  occasion  of  eome  oonsiderable  delay  before 
nesBageB  eould  be  forwarded  into  India  from  Karrachee;  tifiis  was  partly  o»ing  to 
bstruction  caused  by  the  fluods,  ib.  3195-3202. 

Very  rapid  working  over  the  line  from  KurTBchee  to  Bombay  at  the  present  tima,  the 
aerviee  having  been  greatly  improved  ainee  the  period  of  the  opening  of  the  Panmui 
Gulf  line,  Goldtmid  3525-353 1  ■ 

Letters  from  Mr.  Walton,  as  director  of  the  Mekran  Coast  and  Submarine  Telegirapb, 
in  May  1865.  with  refinrence  (o  the  defective  worlcingoftiie  telegraph  betwaeB  Knmcnee 

and  Bombay,  and  \.\v  causes  tlu-rcof,  App.  431-433. 

EztTdCt  from  report  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bobioaon,  dated  S3rd  December  186^ 
with  reference  to  the  elate  of  the  Ine  between  KnmidMe  and  Bombay,  and  the  evUa 
consecjneni  npoti  the  delay  in  the  atrival  of  nunhtfofs  and  telegraph  atores  ftom  Engtand, 
44&  446* 

Infermatioo  nipplied  by  tiie  offieiatii^  director  of  telegraphs,  weetern  division,  in 

November  1865,  relative  to  the  line  between  Bombay  and  Kurrachee,  860  Toil  s  ia 
length,  the  improvement  effected  in  its  working,  and  the  farther  improvements  required, 
4^^446,447* 

Conclusion  of  the  Committee  tliat  one  of  the  chief  causes  of  the  complaints  as  to  the 
imperfect  performance  of  the  telegraph  service  between  this  country  and  India  is  to  be 
fbnnd  in  the  neglect  of  the  authorities  in  India  to  make  adequate  proviiion  fan  the 
distribution  from  Karrachee,  Rep.  xii— ' — Kecent  adoption  of  efficaoKHll  HMUUkne  Ibr 
improving  the  administmtion  of  the  service  from  Kurrachee,  ib.  xiii. 

See  also  Ftrsia,  andlUman  Ouff  Cable,      TeUgrapMe  Commumcatum  {India)  IL 


/ 


L. 

JLane,  J.  H,  Memorandum  by  Mr.  Lane,  Superintendent  Bengal  Telegraph  Circle  in 
i8t)4,  aaboHttkig  certain  euggestions  for  the  improvement  of  the  Telegraph  Department, 

XmorcNM,  Sir  John.  Great  interest  taken  bv  the  Governor  General  in  tile  imprafMiMttt 
of  the  telegraphic  service  eitf  Korradiee  and  Bombay,  CMdmid  35*0^358% 

J^iverpooL    Concurrence  if  opinion  on  the  part  of  Liverpool  merchants  generally  as  to  the 

expediency  of  a  weeklv  mail  to  Bombay,  Obtdttont  1041  f^pediency  of  a  mail  from 

Liverpool  at  twelve  o'clock  in  connection  with  a  weakly  mail  ftom  London  every  Friday 
aigfa^  BoHmit  L|ao-iian.  1131, 113s. 

JJompool  East  7ndta  and  CSkhta  Atioeiaiion.  Communications  from  the  secretary  of  the 
association  in  February  and  May  1865  to  the  expediency  of  the  mailt  iMrlnua  being 
dispatched  on  Friday  m  each  week,  App.  273.  276. 
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M. 

JTitfjdb'i^,  <?ilft«rf.    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence).— Is  member  of  the  Ann  of  ILm, 

Bolton,  :ind  Co.  of  Liverpool,  largely  enga;^ed  in  trwd    witti  the  East,  105H,  1059  

Exceedingly  inaccurate  manner  in  which  the  tde^ph  service  to  I»di:i  is  carried  ou^ 

although  it  has  been  better  lately,  io6o-Jo(j5  Imniense  importance  of  the  tdegtaph 

in  mercantile  operation!:,  the  post  having  in  tact  become  subsidiary  to  it,  1066-1073  

Proposition  that  Govtrnnient  should  take  charge  of  the  telcf^i-aph  communication  with 
India,  and  sliouii!  charge  the  public  for  its  use,  \\\th  a  view  to  the  proper  remedy  of  the 
evil*  under  the  pre^t  system;  objections  to  tbi«  proposal  considered,  1074-1078.  1083- 
1108 — ~AppronJ  of  Friday  as  the  day  for  diapatebiiig  a  weekly  mul  lo  Iiului,  1 079- 

1081  Great  advantage  to  the  eaeinn  trade  if  the  telegraph  wate  comineed  to 

Singapore,  1 109-1 1 13. 

Madras  Chamber  of  Commerce.     Reference  to  the  views  of  the  Madras  Chamber  of 
Commerce  in  1861  as  lu  the  general  effickney  of  the  Indmn  telegraph  for  eommeidil 

purposes,  ITtornton  2693. 

Letter  from  tlie  Madras  Chamber  of  Comiaerce  to  the  Director  General  of  the  i^Ost 
Office  of  India,  dated  i-jih  December  i860,  adducing  sundry  objections,  pending  the 
eompletion  of  the  railways,  to  the  propoeal  for  transmitting  tJte  maila  10  Madras,  sad 
Bombay  and  overland,  App.  237,  338. 

Communication  from  the  Madras  Chamber  of  Commerce  to  the  Indian  Government, 
<bted  7th  August  18B1,  relative  to  the  working  of  the  telegraph  department  and  the 
amendments  required,  Aj>p,  417,  4 18->— Further  etaiemmt  on  toe  part  of  the  Chamber, 
in  October  18G1,  as  lev  the  manner  in  wlucb  meetagea  have  been  transmitted  over  the 

Government  T el^raphs,  U».  425. 

T.etter  finm  the  chairman  of  the  Madrai  Chamber  of  Commerce  to  the  chairman  of 

thi-  Comniittee  (East  India  Communications),  duteJ  5ih  Apnl  l86f),  oflering  certain 
Bussestions  for  the  improvement  uf  the  telegraphic  communication  between  Cu^nd  and 
India,  Jfft  917. 

Jfodhw  PotUd  Strvtee.  Tery  litUe  diflerence,  if  any,  in  the  cost  of  the  Indian  mail  aervioe, 

hy  discontinuing  the  separate  service  to  Calcutta  and  Madras,  ^/7/ 1 87.  190.  198  

Expediencv  of  abolisbiug  the  (lostal  service  to  Madras  and  Calcutta,  and  of  rendering  the 

service  to  Bombay  as  efficient  as  possible.  Knight  490  Probability  of  the  company  stilt 

goine  to  Aladms  and  Calcutta,  even  without  the  mails,  ^Totoe^  1265-  ^Disapproval  of 

Madrae  either  aa  a  terminal  port  or  a  port  of  junction  for  the  raait^  1464-1469. 

Reference  to  the  proposal,  by  the  Indian  Gtovemment,  that  the  service  via  Galle  to 
Calcutta  and  Madraa  be  diacontioued,  tbeexpenea  incurred  in  respect  thereof  being  a^- 
able  toward*  a  weekly  mail  to  Bombay,  BourtHUon  S539.  2541. 

Pkopoaition  by  the  Director  General  of  the  Indian  Post  Office,  in  April  \S6o,  that  the 
Madiu  maSa  be  aent  vtd  Bombay,  .^fSP*  ^3*«  933— — Objectioaa  by  Mr.  Bkchie,  in  letter 
of  December  1860,  to  the  proposed  atNUidoiimeiit  of  the  sea  aervloe  to  Madras,  ih.  234- 


Forther  oommanicationa  from  the  Oiractor  General  of  the  Poet  Office  of  India,  and 
tiom  the  Government  of  India,  in  i86>,  in  mppott  of  a  wedcly  sendee  to  Madras,  over> 

land  from  Bi  mliay,  -241- 144  Sundry  letters  and  re|)orts,  subsequently  lo  the 

foregoing  communications,  upon  the  question  of  a  weekly  mail  to  Madras,  overland  from 
Bombay,  A.  045  a  uq. 

Statenient  by  the  committee  of  i!  -  itirnr.vi-nii-nre  n  ising  from  the  system  of  despatch 
of  mails  by  sea  to  Madras  and  Calcutta,  as  cumpared  with  their  transnusaion  vid  Bombay, 
J&rjPw  V,  VI- — C(}nclusion  as  to  the  eioedieuey  of  diaoomthndng  the  eervioe  to  Madrae,  u 
favour  of  a  weekly  mail  to  Bombay,  to.  xv. 

.  Madras  Railtoatf.    Expected  completion,  by  July  1869,  of  the  Madras  Sailwuy,  10  He 

junction  with  the  Bombay  line  at  Ruichore,  Edwardt  34-38. 

Beturns  showing  the  expenditure  of  the  company  in  India  and  in  England,  dowu  to  the 
31st  of  December  1864,  in  respect  of  the  electric  telegraph,  the  receipts  for  messages,  the 
expenses  fur  working  and  maintenance,  and  the  number  of  miles  of  telegraph  lines  open, 
m  iti^  and  i804>  -^Rf**  6<A.  615. 

Madras  {Ttkgraphic  Communictitlon.')    Satisfaction  in  Madras  with  the  hnpvoved  working 
of  ihe  telegraph  during  the  present  year,  Goldsmid  352'--3524. 

Letter  from  the  Deputy  Superintendent  of  Telegraphs,  Madras  circle,  dated  the  a-2ad  of 
June  1 861 ,  submittiiig  inggeailoiM  ralative  to  the  ftitnra  staff  of  die  tekgrafh  departoimil, 
App.  458-461. 

Return  i>f  messsges  received  from  Madras  by  the  Electric  and  Intemati<Hnil  Telegraph 
Company  in  March,  and  from  the  iPt  to  the  l6th  of  April  1866,  showing  the  rottttt  Oy 
which  conveyed,  and  the  time  taken  iu  traasmiiaion  to  London,  Ajpp.  540-555. 
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Mmh.   InamenBc  and  growing  space  occupied  on  bond  hf  (he mails;  difficnltyon  tUt 

score,  Hoxoell  1419-1423.  1587,  1588. 

Memotttoda  relating  to  the  mails  cooveyed  from  Southampton  in  the  years  1S64  and 

1860,  abowing  in  aocti  case  tbo  niimber  of  pukageai,  the  iveight,  eiid  tiie  nMaBOKiiMnl, 

App.  670,  671. 

Ste  also  Australia,  1.  Bomii^,  I,  II.  Cakutta,  1.  CKna,  1.  CoU  of 
Pottal  Service.  Italian  Route,  Madras  Postal  Service.  Peninsular  and 
Oriental  Sttam  Naotgatian  CwKfaxf,  Spttd  iif  Maii  Pactum  WtMg 
Mail. 

**  Halacea"  The.    Amount  oi  tonnage  and  horse  power  of  this  vessel,  Apf,  669. 

Malta  and  Alexandria  Telegraph.  Reference  to  the  Icane,  by  Government,  nf  the  Malta 
and  Alexandria  line,  when  completed,  to  witness's  late  firm.  Glass,  Elliot  *x  Gvjinpany, 
Gla^i  1C14,  1615— — Subsequent  lease  of  the  line  to  the  companv  now  represented  by 
witness  (^tbe  Telegraph  Ckinstruction  and  Maintenance  Company),  ander  which  extended 
kaae  the  company  are  to  pay  about  15/100 1,  a  year  to  Govemoieiitij  and  maintain  the 
line,  id.  i'ii'^-T6:n— ^(""I's  taken  by  witness  to  improve  the  communication  in  Alex- 
andria, when  the  Malta  and  Alexandria  line  was  first  leased  tu  iiis  firm;  immense  increase 

in  consequoQce  in  the  iweipts  from  the  line,  ib.  1624.  1677-1680  Instance  of  the  very 

expedidona  tmnamiaaion  ot  messages  between  Alexandria  and  London  otd  Malta,  ib.  1647' 
— Total  reoeinta  of  about  60,ooo  L  a  year  from  the  woibing  of  the  Malta  and  Alonndnn 
line,  ib.  1660-1663. 

Explanation  ai  to  its  hanog  been  dedded  to  lay  the  line  in  shalioir  iratsr,  in  order  lo 
Aeilitate  repairs,  Forde  1769  investigation  by  means  of  surveys  and  sonndines  before 

the  line  was  laid,  ib.  1771-1773  Circumstance  of  tlie  breaks  in  the  cable  liavinLi; 

occurred  entirely  to  the  eastward  of  Bengazi,  or  in  the  shaliowesl  part  of  the  whole  liue, 

i&  1774  Qreat  difficolty  ezpeiienoed  m  finding  a  uniform  bottom  for  the  caUe ;  the 

'    soundings  have,  howerer,  been  since  completed,  and  n  good  bottook  can  probably  ba 
selected  in  deep  water,  ib.  1774-1777. 

Payment  by  the  Indian  Government  of  two-tiftbs  of  the  original  cost  of  the  line  even- 

tually  laid  between  Malta  and  Alexandria,  Strange  2198  The  cable  was  originally 

designed  to  be  laid  between  Falmouth  and  Gibraltar,  and  subsequently  between  Rangoon 

and  Singapore,  ib.  Arrangements  being  carried  out  for  a  lease  by  the  Treasury  ot  this 

line  to  the  Telegraph  Construction  and  Maintenance  Company ;  temu  of  the  lease, 

ib,  aig8-8fi0tt.  as40-afi44  ^The  company  are  to  pay  three  and  %  half  per  oent.  m  a 

capital  of  436,000/.,  the  lea«e  being  for  frrtv  two  yeaiB»  with  poWflT  tO  the  company  to 
give  up  the  lease  on  ten  years'  notice,  ib.  2199-2202. 

InfbrmatioB  relative  to  the  state  of  the  aceoonts  between  the  leiseaa  of  Ae  Malta  and 

Alexandria  line  and  the  TrcHsury  up  to  13th  May  1865,  from  which  date  the  new  lease  is 

to  take  effect,  Strange  2220-2226  Gross  receipts  in  reipt  ci  of  messages  on  tliis  line, 

and  proportion  payable  to  the  treasury  and  to  tlte  Indian  Exchequar,  ai.  aaai-2  2  24 — - 
Deduction  of  10  per  cent,  from  the  sioss  recetpte,  in  order  to  form  a  reserve  fund  for 
repairs ;  bare  sufficiency  of  this  fnno,  the  repairs  being  very  heavy,  owing  to  the  cable 
being  a  very  %ht  one,  ib.  2221.  aa«5-2232. 

Good  order  of  the  Alexandria  cable  at  the  present  time,  though  it  can  hardly  be 
depended  upon  permanently,  Slronge  2226.  2231-2237—— Under  the  new  lease  the 

Government  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  repairs,  ib.  2228. 

Convention  between  Her  Majesty  and  tlie  Sultan  for  the  establlsbment  of  a  telegraphic 
tMo  between  Malta  and  Alexandria,  App.  349,  350. 

Final  report  of  Mr.  Forde  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  dated  lat  November 

1861,  relative  to  tiie  Malta  and  Alexandria  telegraph,  App.   Tabuhir  state- 
ment accompanying  Mr.  Forde's  final  report,  and  giving  a  detailed  account  of  each 

section  of  the  r  al>lf,  tfi,  588  Report  from  Dr.  Esselbach,  dated  31st  October  l66t^ 

with  reference  to  the  condition  and  working  of  the  line,  ib.  589-591.  , 

Jfiifis  and        lUynipjl*  Sea  MHHttrrmtm  Eirftntim  TVfiiFrqpi. 

Man,  M,  K.  Letter  from  Mr.  Man,  as  officiating  deputy  superintendent  of  telegraphs. 
Indole  Circle,  dated  10th  June  l86l,  submitting  suggestions  relative  to  the  re-orgaoizsp 
tion  of  the  Tekgrapb  Department,  App.  457,  458. 

MmaUa,  Abandonment  by  witness's  company  of  a  former  contract  with  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment ibr  a  naail  aerviee  to  ManUla,  JETeMaff  1373-1375. 

Maps  of  TeUgropk  Limt.   General  map  of  telegraph  lines  between  EnKland  and  India, 

and  as  piopused  between  Indi  i,  Cliiuu,  and  Australia*  jftjyi.  GigT— 'Telegraph  map of 
India,  bljuwiog  the  course  of  the  beveral  lines,  ib. 
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Mannllm  to  Alexandria.  Calculated  tacfeaae  of  «xp«ose  for  coal  to  .th«  exteat  of  i^ooi. 
ft  ym  if  the  iiperd  between  Maraeillea  aad  Al^niidm  «er«  taiaed  fran  tea  to  twelve 

knots  an  hour,  fifty-two  voyac:es  being  pcrf(irme<l  eacli  way,  Samuda  $2949  Alterations 

proposed  in  three  of  tlie  vessels  between  .ViHrseiUes  and  Alexandria,  on  which  line  four 
vessels  would  be  suffident  la  perform  e  aenrke  of  twelve  knots  in  boar  weelclj,  ^06^ 

Ketuni  showing  the  actual  d«^s  </f  departure  of  the  mail  jackets  from  MarseUles,  and 
the  daya  of  arriMd  at  Alexaudria^  in  the  years  1864  and486ifi»  4lV*  si4-«i6. 

Time  labli  oftlic  BLrvice  frcrii  Mnrsrllles  to  Alaiuidria  for  the  year  1864*  .S^>  «t8- 
25!0— Also  for  the  year  1865,  16.  222-2124. 

Statement  showing  the  total  distance  run,  and  the  average  speed  per  houf  between 
Maxadlles  and  Alezandrta  in  1865,  ^pp' 

attTefWiBrtf  Routt.  Great  expena*'  of  the  liuirgcs  for  ^oiug  through  France,  so  that  It  is 
found  essential  to  fend  the  bulk  of  the  postage  via  Southampton,  Httf  26ifi-372. 

letter  from  M.  Vandal,  Director  General  of  the  French  Pust  OfiSce,  to  Sir  Rowland 
Bill,  dated  5th  July  1862,  as  to  the  advantages  of  the  route  via  Marseilles  over  the 
pvqpaaed  nmie  through  Italy  vid  Ajicona,  App.  908,  309. 

Pi^ete  prepared  by  the  Italian  authorities  siiowinc  the  advantages  of  the  nwti  by 
Aafeoua  or  Btmdisi  over  that  by  Marseilles,  App.  313.  316-^21. 

**  MattUia,"  Particulars  in  connection  with  the  voyage  of  this  vessel  from  Soath- 
anpion  lo  Alexandria  k  January  las^  end  lim  «flietion«f  a  fine  hy  the  P-osft  Ottce  ftr 

twenty.four  hours' de^r,  jHotsett  3004,  9005. 

Stiitement  of  the  tomaage  and  borae  power  ef  the  "  Masailia/'  App.  56^ 

Mauritiut.  Explnnatinn  as  10  the  apprnacbing  terminBtion  of  the  Mauritius  contnot  of  tbc 
Peninsular  an(t  Oritfnlal  Company ;  loss  ex(>ert«:uced  of  late  on  that  service^  HamtU  l^8» 
13^9  Fuither  statement  as  to  the  Mauritius  8<ysioa}  tt  Saxsi  Ae  eve  of  tsiBuas<iUl>» 

upon  notice  given  by  the  company,  ib.  3108-3110. 

Memorial  from  commercial  firms,  shipowners,  and  others  to  the  Coloniiii  Oihce, 
soliciting  Government  10  make  up  the  AyS&ies^  requited  by  the  Peninsular  and  Orimtal 
Company  to  continue  the  present  postal  seirviQe  between  i»uez  and  ibe  Maaritta8>  Strmte* 

3224  Disapprovol  by  the  meoMMiaiiats  of  a  serviee  waA  Ceylon,  instesd  ef  viA  Saea,  w. 

istatf  mt  )M  ilie  memorial  as  to  the  greai  impdrtin.  <  iiu  trade  of  the  Mauritius, 
i^.— — Olnection  urytfed  by  the  merootudiats  to  the  postal  service  uf  this  ootmtry  wtth  the 
ManritinB  being  in  the  bands  of  a  iWach  oompaayi  A. 

Time  Table  of  the  Mauriiios  maa  aarvice  Ibr  tbe  year  1884,  J|pc  ti6>4aj-~'iUso  fi»r 
1^  year  1^5, 16.  820-215. 

Return  of  the  computed  ml  value  of  import*  from  the  Mawfthis  into  ibe  Unitad 

Kingdom  in  tlie  year  1865,  ^/»p«  533  iteturn  of  the  (1i  clared  value  of  Rritish  and 

Irish  produce  and  manufactures  exported  to  tha  Maivitiuti  {torn  the  United  Kingdom  in 
die  same  year,  0^ 

Sfntrmetit  of  the  dej  I  'm  o  and  arrival  of  the  vessels  of  the  Mess^fcries  tmp^rialas  OA 
the  line  from  Marseilles  lo  U^union  and  Mauritius,  App.  562,  563*  592>  69'3« 

Summary  by  the  CommittBe  of  the  oooditioos  of  the  Mauritius  contract  of  16  April 
1 861 ,  the  last  voyage  in  iei|iect  cdT  which  conliact  wai  lo  be  made  in  die  tnonlb  of  June 

last,  Rep.  v. 

MtdiUrranean  Extension  Tekupvph,  Administration  by  the  Mediterranean  Eiteosioft 
Telegraph  Cuiupany  of  the  bne  from  Cape  Peisaro  to  Malta,  under  a  eaafantee  fton 

Goveinuient,  Glass  1631-1G35  The  administration  in  the  hands  or  the  company 

interTenefi  between  the  Malta  and  Alexandria  line  and  the  Italian  lioe^  ib.  1631-1634. 
Failure  of  certam  seeotiatioos  between  the  Telegmpli  <^«traelbo  Oampany  and  die 

Mediterranean  Exlt  i  ^i  ri  Comi  auy,  with  a  view  to  the  latter  line  being  adiuimsiered  by 

the  former  company,  Giau  1536.  1712.  1717.  1763,  1763  The  intennediate  adtuiuis- 

tration  has  been  ptttdaetive  of  much  ill  feeling  between  the  Italian  adnnuisti  ation  and  that 
of  witness's  company,  i?ie«— *>(ioed  oseditia«  of  tbo  lias  fiom  Malta  to  Sici^,  ib. 
1718. 

Psrtieelars  in  ooncection  with  the  Kne  between  Malta  and  Sicily,  in  lesptet  of  vrfaidi 

Governmtnt  give  a  conditional  guarantee  of  six  per  cent  to  the  Mediterranean  Extension 
Company  on  a  capital  of  170,000 1.,  for  twenty-ftve  years  from  1857,  Strange  2203-11209 

 C'onsidcrHliuii  o(  i]k>  question  wi  ellier  the  M.thii  and  Sicily  hne  might  not  he  tmiis- 

feired  to  the  le»seea  of  tlie  Malta  and  Alexandria  hne,  ib.  2211-3217  Circumstance 

of  the  Treasury  not  having  paid  anything  since  the  end  of  i86s  in  iwqMetof  their  agree- 
ment  with  the  Mr  rtitt  rrancan  Extension  Company,  tA.  2217-2219  Amount  of  pay- 
ments under  the  Treasury  guarantee  to  the  Mediterranean  Bztension  Telegraph  Company 
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from  the  beginning  of  i8^Q  to  the  end  of  nnoe  wUdi  period'  fbe  Ime  h«l 

self  sukteioiog.  Strange  2246-11248. 

Letter  firom  Mr.  Moor,  ehnrmHB  of  th«  tompany  to  tfie  Gnninittee,  dated  13  June 

tfifiu,  in  ff  p';m:\tion  of  certain  evidence  of  Mr.  OlflM  reflecting  on  the  administration  of 

the  cuin|)auy,  App,  642,  643  Ex{^anatioa  by  Mr.  Moor  widi  reference  to  the  refusal 

cf  iIm  compBi^  to  Moapt  iim  teraw  of  aulguBatiDB  pniioRBd  by  Ur.  Olu^  i&  649. 


JMitaTOMOK  Mails.    1  mastice  in  in  4  k  i  ng  Iiidb  pay  tO«wdii  tfio  ooit  of  lihaHadi 
•ad  Egypliaii  Maib,  an^A^  S3S6-2367> 

MsaSAOBRtSa  iMPERULSas 

Circumstance  of  tli  ~uh  i  l  v  paid  by  the  French  Govtmmcnt  being  more  than  font 
tkuea  the  amount  fjaid  by  this  cuuutfy  to  the  Peaiosular  and  Uriontal  Company,  Sill  349. 

S73-380  Consideratiuii  of  the  quettioo  whetlier  some  taamg  Ittiglu  not  be  effected  1^ 

wing  the  French  boats,  and  by  a  payment  to  tl>e  French  coomnyor  the  French  Gofwn^ 

meat,  iL  2^-307  Approval  ot  opportunity  bein;^  eivco  to  tlM  Measagenss  Imp6rwl«i 

Comp-any  to  make  an  ofier  to  convey  the  English  nUMtt  to  India,  ib.  343-383>. 

Excellent  character  of  the  boats  of  tbe  M««Mgerin  Inip^rialee  Compaity ;  crreater 
speed  at  which  they  ran  tlmn  tbe  boats  of  Peniiiiahr  atid  Oriental  Company,  Rennic 
444-44^1.  452-455— —tBxpadlency  of  tbe  Po«|  Office  iaking  advantags  of  the  Fteucft 

boau,  t^.  448-449, 

Cin-umstance  of  the  speed  of  the  Teaitela  of  die  MrssMgeries  Imp^riales  Company  being 

exactly  the  name  as  the  coutract  speed  of  witness's  company,  Howt  ll  i  '254  -Working 

of  the  French  moutlily  t>errice  to  China  adverted  to :  obxtacles  to  making  an  alternate 
fortnightly  service  in  eonjanction  with  the  service  of  witoces's  compHny^  tft.  1384~1347 

■  I'ri'  iidly  co-oprr  .tion   between  the  Penin=:iil!ir  and  Oriental  Comp:riv  ■■nd  the 

Messageries  Impenah  s,  16.  1340-134'2 — —The  charges  of  the  French  company  tally  very 
nnch  with  thoae  of  vtiTneia'a  company,  iA.  1415* 

Rcfen  nee  to  the  provision  by  tlic  French  cnmpfinv  of  duck  acc  tmmodation  at  SueX^ 

Howell  1495-1499  Duubt  as  to  the  French  cuiiipaiiy  huviug  iUv  rifiht  to  apply  towards 

the  docks  at  Suez  the  transit  money  for  pnssage  tlirough  Egypt,  ib.  1500-1502.  1567- 

1569  Relative  amount  of  the  passage  rates  of  witaess's  ronpaoy  and  of  ti^  Frencb 

latM,  ii).  1592.  1599-1603 — --Sainiiiary  of  die  ieadiog  points  in  tkeooavenlion  of  the 

FfeiHjb  couipatiy,  ib.  1594-1596  Unsatisfactory  rt-tjult  of  the  first  twelve  months* 

working  of  the  vessels  on  the  Freneh  line  to  India  aud  China,  Ut<,  1597,  "'69'^  Number 

ofTsssds  OD  tbo  Fitnalk  Kaoi,  Iheiv  siM^  hone  oown,  bmI  spsed,  iS.  itei,  16QS. 


Advantiige  of  the  (   nir  .  f  tiyn  of  the  Messageriea  Tmperiales  In  regard  to  the  passenger 

rates  to  CalcatU,  Kmgkt  2403-44DG;  3419  Approval  of  the  eoiapetition  of  the 

French  oompaay  bein^  mad«  noie  avmiable,  Ik  t^lQ,  2420  Cimimrtaoee  of  the 

Frencli  company  having  a  classification  or  ]in*'""iicrer  rate*  tro'n  CalmffH,  fh.  -^.^j^j-i^^^. 

RetHfa  of  the  naaMS  of  tlm  steam  vessels  employed  in  the  French  mail  packet  service 

to  the  East  Indies,  and  of  their  tonnage,  bone  power,  and  peHbrmanoea.  Aff^  538  

Retoim  of  the  voyages  of  the  French  mail  packets  employed  in  the  coov^anee  of  thil 
Indian  mafls  dnnog  the  years  1 864  and  1 865,  ib.  539. 

List  of  tbe  vessels  beiooging  to  the  Messageries  Imp^rialet,  logethar  with  their  borse 

power,  App.  561  Information  relative  to  the  dates  for  the  depaiiure  and  arrival  of  the 

Teasels  on  the  several  stations,  ib.  562,  563.  5*^,  593  Return  &howiug  the  rates  of 

pass^H  money  by  the  veKgels  ot  the  rompmy  fiom  Idarseilles  to  various  poiota*  ib.  009. 

Convention  between  the  French  Govmiment  and  the  '*  Con  png-nio  des  Services  Man- 
timca  dc«  iMce»iigerie»  ImpcnaJcs,"  for  the  pcrlorruance  ol  tht-  uiaii  servioe  to  India  and 

China,  App.  57~-38l  Coudition  in  regard  to  penalties  in  Hm -OSIlvaBtieik  beitMflll 

tbe  French  Govemuient  aud  the  Meb^ageries  Impenales,  579> 

Papers  submitted  by  Mr.  liuk«eli  coulamin*:  further  porticubuv  relative  to  the  services 
of  tbe  Indian  ocean  as  performed  by  the  Pranek  compmiy,  v4l|>p.  592,  593. 

EflRciency  of  the  monthly  services  of  the  company  adverted  to  by  the  CniDmittee  with 
reference  t  i  the  question  of  a  recunstructi<)n  of  the  China  wvice.  Hep.  ix  Sugges- 
tion, (hat  with  resp^t  to  the  future  Bervieeu  to  Cliina  and  Australia  due  reeard  be  bad 
to  any  facilities  wbicb  may  be  afiiHrded  by  tbe  monthly  setTice  to  Ctiina  periormed  by 
tbe  IfcMBgariss  ImpMas  irons  IfaHeilles, xv. 

*  Mongolia^  l%t,  SiKtemaDk  of  the  tonnage  and  hunetM*ero|tU8  veieel  of  the  Pawn- 
solar  and  Oriental  Company,  Afp,  ifi^. 

Monopoly.  Great  grievance  to  Weetem  Ind  n  thmr -h  the  subsidy  to  the  Pcnin-jr.hr  nnrJ 
Oriental  Company  giving  them  a  monopoly  ui  the  passrnger  conimiu)ication  to  Bombay, 
Knight  ^^^8'^  Importance  of  t>vo  coiupanics  carrying  o;i  ih  '  serviee,  and  of  ex- 

.  dadiog  tbe  Peninsular  aud  Oiiealal  d^pany  Drom  a  vamanqiy  ot\tlie  oabsidy,  16.  466- 
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Mamopoly — continued. 

Greater  permanence  ut  the  nresent  tnouopuly,  so  called,  if  the  company  had  a  con- 
Inet  fk»  the  conveyance  of  all  the  troops  to  and  irom  India,  Howell  1532-1535. 

Views  of  the  Augtniliaii  Colonies  as  to  tlie  Injurious  effects  of  the  mon  ipoly  o£  the 

company.  Knight  2336.  2353.  2353  Very  general  complaints,  not  only  in  India 

Imt  in  Aottnlia  on  aAcount  of  the  opentdon  of  the  present  monopoly,  *A.  ft349-S353. 

Btt  aiao  Pw&utUar  and  Oriental  S/ecrm  NavfgniiM  {hmptauf. 

Monsoon.  Allowance  made  by  witness  for  the  monsoon  in  mlrnfntiTrr  npnr.  an  average  of 
eleven  knots  for  the  Bombay  service,  Sumuda  3974-297d  -Ljipiuiiuuun  in  regard  to 
die  contrnct  speed  of  the  veaaeU  eastimd  «f  Sues,  «ad  the  «llo«aMMM  made  for  tfa«  non- 

Boon,  //<7U'(V;  3045-30(18. 

Mont  Cents  Railway.  Recommendiition  that  any  postal  contract  extending  over  a  series 
of  yeeis  should  provnle  for  the  contingency  of  the  route  over  the  H<mt  Cenb  Railimjr 

ana  through  Italy  becoming  available,  R(?p.  jx. 

Mooltan,"  Tie.  SQu;e8tion  for  puttiitt  new  engines  into  Uie  "  Mooltan,"  at  a  cost  of 
33,000/.,  so  ae  to  oMain  a  speed  ot  twelve  hnots  an  hoar  between  Maneilhw  and 
Akzandria,  Samuda  2955. 

Statement  of  the  tonnage  and  horse  power  of  the  "  Mooltan,"  App,  569* 

Moor,  Henry.    See  Mediterranean  Extension  Telegraph  Company. 

Moulmein.  Extension  of  the  Indian  telegraph  from  Rangoon  to  Moolmeio,  the  latter  point 
being  piaelieaUy  as  fitr  from  Shigapore  as  the  ftirmer,  (Xiianie  3fi6o. 

Murray,  Captain  R.  Letter  from  Captain  Murray,  officiating  director  of  telegi  Aphs,  eastern 
division,  dated  31st  August  1864,  submitting  suggestions  for  amendments  in  the  admi 
mstration  and  staff  of  tM  department,  Aj^.  489-493. 

Mutiny.  Stntemcnt  as  !o  the  defective  stUe  of  the  Indian  telegraph  lines  being  largely 
owing  to  the  injury  done  to  them  during  the  mutiny,  and  to  the  haste  with  winch 
ihey  WOK  snbseqaentlj  reconstrueted,  M.  Wdlon  S074 ;  jReft&Mnn  S8S7.  a867. 

'n. 

Naval  Agents.    Consideration  of  the  charge  inenrred  in  respect  of  navd  agents  on  board 
the  BieaiDers  011  the  other  side  of  Suez;  objection  to  their  being  dispensed         so  long 
,  as  the  management  in  r^^ard  to  penalties  and  premiums  continue  in  forc^  HiU  i0l->iO4 
— — Particalats  M  to  the  ooflt  of  the  naval  ageau  under  the  head  of  salariea,  t(.  ia7-i3a 

 Reference  made  to  the  naval  agent  in  the  event  of  anytlung  goii^  wrong  with  the 

ship  during  the  pastage,  ib.  133- 1 35. 

With  rqiard  to  the  mail  agents  their  expense  to  the  company  is  not  CfKUideied  sneh  as 
to  necessitale  way  seiMUBie  cBleutatioo,  or  any  apeeial  addition  to  the  eahaidj,  ManotU 

1434- 

Bstimale  of  the  proportitmate  cost  of  tha  naval  agents  in  napeet  of  the  Indian  mail 
.  service,  and  of  the  China  service,  App.  538. 

Nelson,  Henry.    (Analysis  of  liis  Evidence.) — member  of  the  firm  of  Crawford,  Colvin 

Sc  Co.;  has  resided  seventeen  \  ears  in  India,  79()-79S  Immense  importance  of  tele- 

graplnc  communiiation  with  India,  in  the  interests  of  commerce,  all  large  sales  and  pur- 
chases being  now  advised  by  telegraph,  799-80$^.  814  Ghreatinaccaracyof  the  present 

system  of  transmission  of  messages,  810, 81 1  Ln^e  ineieasein  the  vse  of  the  telegraph, 

if  the  communication  were  more  efficient*  Sis-^^Froqiieot  loss  to  merchants  under  the 
present  uncertain  and  inaccurate  system,  813,  814. 

Cireaantanea  of  the  Indian  port  being,  in  a  certain  senae^  sobsidiary  to  die  telegraph, 

815  Great  importance  if  there  were  a  British  line  of  telegraph  all  the  way,  816 

Rare  instances  of  witness's  tirm  heing  able  to  recover  the  money  when  the  tflegmms  mis- 
Carry  or  are  unintelligible,  817,  818^  Advantage  derived  even  from  the  former  imper- 
fect phn  of  telegrapune  to  Suez  in  order  to  catch  the  steamer  for  B<»abay,  8i9>8a  1  

Satisiifectian  on  the  whole  of  the  mercantile  community  in  India  with  the  mode  in  which 
the  postal  service  has  been  performed  by  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company,  822. 

Statement  strongly  to  favour  of  a  weekly  mail  from  London  to  Bombay,  8-23-825.  S52- 

856  -Bedded  distent  from  the  views  of  the  Post  Office  authorities  that  the  rate  of 

potilage  must  be  doubled  in  oidcr  10  make  up  the  increased  cost  of  a  weekly  service, 

026-828  Important  improvement  in  llie  trutisuvisjioa  of  telegrams  trom  India  since  the 

institution  of  the  present  inquiry  by  the  House  of  Commons,  829-831.  8^,  839.  845'- 

847  Very  valuable  articles  comprised  in  the  China  trade,  so  that  good  telegraphtf 

communication  with  that  country  is  very  desirable,  83-2-837. 

Imprsssion  that  much  of  the  inaccuracy  of  the  telegrams  arises  on  the  linebetween  Kur> 

lachee  and  Bombay,  839-841  E:itirf  control  of  the  Indian  Guverrinirnt  over  the 

telegraphs  10  India,  except  liiuiie  011  the  railways,  848-844—— Important  commercial  re- 
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Ntlson,  Uenry.    (Analyeis  of  his  Evidence.) — continued. 

lattons  between  India  and  Cbtn8>  so  that  iocreaMd  facilitie»  of  ioteicomouuiication  are 
wry  desirable,  848-850^— QaMtum  ooiwulerad  whedMr,  if  1ih«re  were  a  iveeklv  mail  ti> 

Bombay,  tlie  China  pas^en^f^rs,  insteaf?  of  jr'^ini:  rrirmd  by  Galtc,  might  not  witii  advan- 
tage land  at  Bombay,  and  go  by  railway  to  Madras  or  Calcutta,  and  thence  on  by 
objeetune  to  this  plw,  851-690. 


*  Nepaul,'"  The.   Statement  of  the  tonnage  and  hone-power  of  Ihie  TeiBel  of  the  BeniuwJar 
•Dd  Qrieotal  Ctmpeu  j»  Ajf,  560* 

New  South  Wales,  Summary  of  the  home  and  foreign  trade  and  shipping  of  the  colony  which 
will  make  use  of  the  proposed  telegraphic  communicatioo,  Ajrp.  635.  See  also  Australia, 

Ueto  Zealand.  Great  adtantage  if  there  had  been  telegraphio  oommmiicatioa  vUb  lieir 
Zealand  when  the  late  war  broke  out,  Gisbonu  3333. 

AmooBt  ef  the  Ibieign  end  local  tnde  and  sbipmng  of  New  Zealand,  to  be  benefited 
by  the  proposed  tdegn|iltic  oonuBmiieaiioa*  Jff^  ^86* 
See  also  Australia. 

Jftwmaptrs,  Estimate  of  the  total  annual  postage  on  newepapera*  inwards  and  ovtwarda* 
«w  Southampton  and  eid  Meieeillea,  jljipk  550. 

Jsichohon,  Sir  Charles,  Bart,  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Frequent  complaints  in  Sydney 
as  to  the  msiile  from  Englnnd  being  over-time,  whilst  from  Sydney  to  Ensjland  the  service 

is  very  regular,  3227-3231,  3251  Successful  operation  of  telegraph  lines  in  Nea^ 

S00&  Wake  taxi  Victoria,  as  administered  by  the  colonial  governments,  3232-3235— ~ 
Great  advantage  if  t'le  ttlfgraph  rrmKi  He  cxtimded  from  Queeiislanti  to  the  head  of  the 
Gulf  of  Carpentaria,  and  bo  on  to  Java  au«i  Singapore  ;  wiiiingne&s  of  the  colonies  to  join 
in  ft  gnanntee  in  order  to  obtain  this  communieation,  323&-3249. 

Explanation  as  to  ;hc  failure  of  an  Rttompt  t  j  lay  a  cable  across  Buss's  Straitii,  bo  that 

there  is  no  teiegrapinc  communication  willi  \  un  Dieman's  Land,  3250.  3252—3-254  

Opinion  as  to  the  rery  creditable  manner  in  whii  h  the  Australian  service  is,  on  the  whole, 

performed  by  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company,  31151.  3255-3057  Tbentteaof 

passage-money  by  the  mail  packets  an,  1iowever,ratbertoo  high,  3257. 

**  Niphon,''  The,  Statement  of  the  tonnage  and  hor^e-power  of  tliis  vessel  of  the 
Pemnsnkr  and  Oriental  Company,  Jfyp,  sfi9> 

JSfortk  Western  Provinces.  Bad  cooditioa  of  tbe  Government  telegi^phic  hnee  in  the 
Nonh  Western  Provinces,  on  account  more  especially  of  the  defective  insdlators  sinv-p 

the  time  of  the  mutiny,  Walton  2074-2076.  2079  The  lines  were  put  up  m  a  very 

Iranied  nwnner  after  their  destruction  during  the  motiny,  ib.  2074. 

Proceedings  of  the  Public  Works  Department  in  India  m  September  1865  with 
reference  to  the  conveyance  of  the  maib  by  railway  between  Botubay  and  the  North 
Weat  Prannoea».4lfgh  6o6-6iOb 

JfomUl,  J.  H.  Communication  from  Mr.  Nowill,  as  Deputy  Superintendent  of  Telegraphs, 
Central  India  Circle,  to  the  Dir^tor  General  of  Telegraphs  in  India,  dated  i;>th  July 
1861,  relative  to  the  amendments  required  in  the  steff  of  the  department  and  the  rate  of 
Mnuinention,  4f9>*  4^* 


"  jtfymuot**  3%fc  TouMfe  and  bono-power  of  iStd»  mml,.Afp,  560* 

O. 

OcMM  Potloft*   See  tJompMlioH* 

O'Donnell,  G.  Letter  from  Mr.  O'DonnclI,  as  Deputy  Superintendent  of  Telegraphs  m 
Pegu,  dated  28th  June  18G1,  with  reference  to  the  ameodnaents  desirable  Itt  the 
establishment  of  ihe  Tdegraph  Department,  App.  4,v2-4y4. 

Opium  Messages.  Correspondence  in  18G1  relatincr  to  the  falsiGcation  of  opium  WlfHtagOT 
during  transmission  by  telegraph  between  Galle  and  Bombay,  App.  406-414.  . 

Communication  from  the  liombav  Chamber  of  Commerce  to  the  Indian  Gbvemiaen^ 
dated  «iit  Febroaiy  1861,  with  reference  lo  the  fclsification  of  opimn  neaaagesy  Ap^ 

413.  •  :    '  ' 

Biport  from  Colonel  Douglas,  Officiating  Oirector  Geneml  of  Telegrapha  in  IfHtt. 
dnt^r^  -ai  June  1B61,  containing  nurioaa  detatb  meonneetion  with  IbelidaiieatiiliMi^^iw. 

408-411. 

4«b— i.  03  Oriental 
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Oriental  Bank  Corpuration.    Almost  daily  use  by  the  Oriental  Bank  Corpomtion  of  tha 

telegraph  to  iudia.  Campbell  gSa-tjgo  Great  advantage  of  the  facility  of  commuiii> 

cation  by  telcgrjiph  with  the  establishments  of  the  ctjrporatioo  io  India,  China,  &,c.; 

nnporiaBt  impiwemeat  lately  ia  the  eervke,  16.^0-998.  1010  Very  large  coire- 

spondanee  of  dw  coiporaiioD,  10  tiwk  «  msUy  mau  to  Bonify  is  greatly  required,  ib. 
999-1003. 

Oriental  Telegraph  Company.  Terms  of  arrangement  proptised  in  1863  between  tbf 
Oriental  Telegraph  Company  and  the  Indian  Kailway  Companies  for  a  transfer  tjf  the 

railway  telegraphs  to  the  former  company,  App.  343-346  Communication  from  the 

iSoTenwentof  India,  dated  lotb  June  1864,  with  relerence  to  the  foraj^iDg  propond, 

.  and  1h»  oowUtioBt  dewiafele  in  .carrying  it  out,  iS.  346-348>— Condiidoo  <ff  the  indk 
Office  advene  to  tiM  propoied  tmnsfar,  ib.  34S. 

Outward  Mails.  Orrat  difierenc«  in  the  time  of  perfiiiraianoe  of  the  (wimird  and  bonier 
wanl  voyages,  Howell  1400>1405.  1433* 

Retain  itbowini;  the  actual  day*  of  departaieand  anml  of  tlw  mail  packet*  on  the 
outward  route  to  India  in  18G4  and  1865,  App.  914.  2i6-»A|ie  the  total  attmber  of 
voyages  before  time  and  the  number  behind  time,      216.  ' 

TiHM  table  of  Uw  di&nnt  aarvices  on  the  outuratd  (oote^  Ibr  the  yaar  1864,  App» 
eiS.  aec- Alio  for  the  year  1865,  «k  sast  aa4. 

P. 

Fackel  Service.    Total  of  821,164  /.  as  the  estimated  expense  of  the  whole  packet  of  thu 

ooaatiy  diniag  the  pnaeiit  year,  JSi/fgQ  Eetimate  of  from  300,000/.  to  400,000!!. 

as  the  aggtMala  hw  vpoo  the  packet  aendoe,  after  taking  cMdit  Sat  the  poetafe,  M. 
94  >  95-  »MtttBO  FmiaMlar  and  Oiimkd  Stmm  Nmtiftiim  *^  


FAMSENQERS : 

1.  Evidence  as  to  thf  unduly  high  Passenger  Kates  of  the  Peninsular  and 

Oriental  Company,  and  as  to  the  Expetneney  of  Competition. 

2.  EamtaM^iBm  an  the  Burt  of  the  Company  in  Deface  of  the  Matee  <if 

8.  Question  of  Second- Clot  I  Patteagen:  Cempttutiie  ewf  Expiamationt  ea 

this  Point. 

4.  Complaints  and  Explnmliime  in  reyard  to  the  S^item  of  Singly  ef  Whiet 

and  Spirits. 

5.  Total  Number  of  Fint'Clas$  Pastengert  m  1M6. 

d.  Effect  of  a  Weekly  MaU  4e  Boab^  mtk  refkmnoe  to  the  P^esenyer 

Tragic. 

1.  Evidence  as  to  the  mttduiu  Uyk  Pmenger  Eetes  of  the  Penineular  and  Oriental 
rpiwiiK  naif  at  Io  tfk  iSrrtifiimr  rf  ^>ffrrrif fiiM  r 

Grievance  in  India  on  acconut  of  the  monDiiuly  of  piiasenger  eomoiunication  under  the 
yraeent  arrangements  with  the  Penmsular  and  Oriental  Company,  and  through  the 
^peraiioii  of  the  enormoii»  subaidiee  pidd  to  ttie  company.  Knight  465-483.  «3i'2,  (315 

.—Peculiar  burden  upon  the  poorer  servants  of  the  Indian  Government  through  the 
heavy  and  unequal  rates  charged  between  Bombay  and  Suez;  illustration  of  this,  t^. 
4e&474-4Bi. 

Anticipated  icdvetien  by  otie-half  in  ihe  rates  of  passage  money  on  the  Bombay  lioe, 

if  there  were  competition,  Kniyht  9343-334^  2347  Examinatiou  in  further  support 

of  the  condoaion  thatcOMpetitioa  amuld  bad  to  a  large  reduction  in  die  pamei^r  ratea^ 

ib.  2402-2415  Nameraua  pasaengers  notr  conveyed  by  a  Bombay  oompany  running 

toSu(;t,ib.  2413— Charge  of  65/.  by  ihe  Bombay  company,  between  Liverpool  to 
Bombay,  the  charge  of  the  Feninsul  ir  and  Oriental  Cutcpaoy  Jtom  Somiiaraptun  being 

d^L,  io,  2414,  3415  Classificaiiun  of  passenger  ratea  from  Calcutta  on  board  the 

•fMicli  of  the  Fieoeh  eompany,  ih.  «45i-44fia. 

%.  EiplanaSone  on      Part  ef  tiU  Cmpmiy  in  H^veee  t^the  BateeefPaitaye 

Money: 

▼ery  MmSar  paMen^er  rates  of  the  French  company  and  of  vitoaaa'a  eampauf  ;  paHf* 
cnlars  hercet^  MeipeU  1416-  1592.  1599-1603  Laiige  redodioM  allowed  ttom  Ihe 

paasagc  mci  I  \  ii:      i  i  J  .  j>-  >,  iL.  14 16  Comi  wialivc  p&tisen^er  rates  p^^  mile  of  the 

,  Canard  v«8«£ii>,  and  of  thobe  of  the  Peninsular  ami  Oriental  Com  ploy,  ib.  1591  The 

eonpadtioo  helween  the  Collina  and  Canard  linea  did  not  efleet  lUe  paaaenger  ratea,  tl. 

fitatemeot  abowiof  the  rate  of  pa&sage  money  per  mile  by  tlie  steamers  cf  Uie  Pemn- 
aalar  and  Oiimtal  Company,  ond  of  the  Meaaageiie*  f  mp^rialea,  includins  J(ic|;ti<Iaaa 
vietnalliii|r,  vdnea,  apbita,  &c.,  Ayp.  566. 
'...•  ■T<L>ti  I  a 
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P^««B\Ga;/{.s— coutinned. 

3.  QtUtitian  of  Second-  Class  l-'amen^iirs :  Compiaints  and  Juxpiaiiatiom  on  this  Poini  : 
ImtBDces  of  refusal  by  tJM  cempooy  to  ghre  ceciNHMMS  pawagcs ;  gicat  hardsbip  on 

this  Si  ore,  Knlg'it  466. 

Statement  stiowing  that  second-class  passengers  are  taken  by  the  company,  HowU 
1413.  1414.  1416^— Extended  aeeammaaaltoa  prorkterf  of  late  jMn  m  tne  company's 

vessels  for  sf lond-clasit  passengcr<(,  ib.  1492  Hclnttve  aceoanDad«tieo  Ibr  first  aiad 

second-class  passengers  in  tbe  company's  vessels,  ib.  1519. 

Gxoaiads  fcr  the  statement  that  seeond-daaa  peaaengen  aie  carrM  only  as  a  matter  of 

favour,  the  result  of  the  present  arrani;t'naent3  beiuj;  that  hardly  any  one  can  go  second- 

claasi,  Knight  234H.  344t>-i450  Circumstance  of  second-cla^  paBsens^ers  outwards 

being  leqmred  t>  sign  an  ttiiMvtaktng  that  thej  vifi  ant  iank*vqr  eUiiu  upon  the  com- 
pnmin  re««pect  of  tM  aoft^provisioa  itf  geflffnd-Ata*  wwommiMfaitiwi  wtrtward  of  S«ez,  i& 
0340.  3446-^4.50*— l^e  company  does  not  in  fact  provide  any  aecoad-elaas  aceomino* 
dation,  ib.  l!4,3'>. 

With  regard  to  the  accommodation  for  passengers  in  tl>e  boats  of  the  Peuiosular  and 
Oriental  Company,  secoml>«laaa  passcngen  are  not  .encouraged,  but  thore  an  constantly 
some  OD  hrard,  und  the  aecommodatioa  pravided  for  tiwni  appears  to  give  satiefiwtioDt 

Strachty  2675-2(380. 

Fnttber  particahia  na  to  the  arrangements  generally  »f  iHtneaa'a  company  in  die  matter 

of  second  c!  i    painsengers,  the  rates  "at  which  carried,  and  the  character  of  tbe  accommo- 

dativn,  iluwt  ll  ^O'i^-so-r?  Frequent  iustaiicefi  of  tiie  conveyance  of  many  second-class 

 lysS.  3OS5  ^EzplanatitMi  in  connection  with  the  guarantee  which  second-cbuM 


Siasenimrs  ai«  required  to  sign;  there  is  never  any  complaint  on  this  point, ii.- 
be  lares  are  little       tBaa  naif  the  erst-class  &res,  ib.  303^. 

A,  Ckmplwimt  amd  Jfaplmtt'ofu  w  regard  <e  <ile  S^em  of  Supply  of  Wim 
and  Spirits: 

^cemous  consumption  of  wiite,  provisions,  ita^  oa  board  the  company's  vessel^  and 

explanation  tberein,  of  ihe  apparently  high  pttmeager  ratea,  ASneeZ/  1429-1431  :1b 

1865  thf^re  were  1,300,000  bottles  of  wine,  B{»irit«,  beer,  6tc,,  consumed  on  board  all  tha 

steamers  ot  tne  company,  ib.  1439.  1606  Tbe  cotupany'e  provision  acoount  for  a  year 

i«  about  300,000/,,  w.  1431. 

CoiKrlusioa  as  regards  '^e  hr^^e  c  (ni~umptk>n  of  wine  and  spirits  in  the  vessels  ot  the 
Peninsular  and  Orieatal  Compauy,  that  it  would  naver  answer  to  scpatatii  these  items 
inm  tbe  general  paaaage  moneyi  MamM  i6o7-t6(^ 

Siioiii;  di^a|>proval  of  the  i^ystem  of  nnlimit<  d  supply  of  wines  aitd  spirits  on  board  the 

vesscb  of  the  company,  Knight  3460-2463  The  system  is  a  most  wasteful  one,  and 

is  very  distasteful  to  imaaeBcefs,  as  ft  is  m  ' 


very  distasteful  to  pBaBeii!|;«fs,  as  Hbmade  a  pretext  Ibr  naMaiimig  Mgh  passaga 

rates,  ib.  '^460. 

If  the  wines  and  spirits  were  withdrawn  and  a  bar  sub«titute<l,  tl»e  compwiy  oovfd  not 
make  a  iwinction  of  mora  tlmn  fire  par  ceat  in  Iba  passage  1MMM7,  Mmml  3097. 


Retom  of  the  number  of  fir  t  r  h^5  pis^mgers  conveyed  to  and  from  Judia  nnd  China 
by  tke  vessels  of  tbe  cempeny  dutmg  tbe  year  186^  distingniabio^  o&cera  of  the  army 
snd  oafy  and  GoTomaMnt  on  ' 


»fliciela  tnm  ollwr  psissiin(isii,  Affi^  gB(C 

6.  Effeet  of  a  WMfyJiaUto  Bo^Atof  leSA  r^erttiet  to  Oe  Pimaig&r  Tn0t9 

Question  considered  whetlipr  if  there  were  a  weekly  mail  to  Bombay,  the  Chiaa  pas- 
sengers, instt^ad  of  going  round  by  Gnllee,  might  not  with  advantage  laud  at  Bombay, 
and  go  by  lailwav  to  Madras  and  Calcutta,  and  thence  on  by  steamer;  objections  to  this 
plai^  iVetfea  851-889  Opinion  adverse  to  passengers  for  China,  Lc,  crossing  by  rail- 
way from  Bombay  to  liladrBSi  instead  of  going  by  Galle,  Crake  939-9^. 

Question  as  to  passengers  from  Suez  using  the  railways  firom  Bombay  to  Calcutta 

and  Madras  in  reference  to  going  round  by  steam  vi&  Galle,  Howell  1368-1270  Pro- 

tabilities  of  the  vessels  Vfd-Galie  hayinp  at  certain  seasons  full  cargoes  of  passenp;er8  to 
and  tmm  AuRtralia  and  China,  even  if  tlie  great  bulk  of  Indian  passengers  were  to  use 

a  weekly  line  io  Bombay,  ib.  1317-1336  De«tre  of  the  company  to  convey  as  many 

AestTaliaii  passengers  as  the  vessels  will  aeoommodate ;  amount  of  tbe  rate  for  the  pan- 
sengers  adverted  to  hereon,  ib.  13c  1-1325- — -Insufficiency  of  a  montbly 
Galle  for  tbe  China  and  Australian  pasisengers,  ib.  i;}'29-i333t 

SutkoOtmnmmiCpdBilt,      CSaaeraaieat  TVwMperls.  , 


Pegu.    Letter  from  the  deputy  lieutenant  of  teleoraphs  in  Pcsiu,  dated  Rangoon,  38tbV«w 
1 861,  relative  to  the  amendmants  desirable  in  the  loeal  eetablishnMtt  of  the  department 

^;»p.  452-454.  •  ; 

JVaoffitt  and  A«Nuimi»(Pl0ilai  CbNft«el>  ^PmdnntaramiOrkiaaStwiKmii^^ 

Company. 
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PENINSULAR,  &e. 

Report,  iS66-~eoKtmud. 


PBUmavLAR  ASD  Oriental  Steam  Navigation  CoMPAVYt 

1.  As  to  the  Postal  Contracls  with  (he  Compatw. 

2.  As  to  the  Amo%mt  of  Suhridiet  pad  to  tke  Company. 

3.  Particular*  rdaiive  to  tke  Steamen  employed,  and  their  CotU 

4.  Way  in  which  the  several  Services  have  been  performed. 
4*  Practice  in  regard  to  Pcnr.Ities  and  Premiums. 

0k  Monopoly  of  the  Company  ;  Suggestions  oh  the  Subject  of  Competitum. 
7.  Sjfttem  of  Aecomilt  aid  Bate  of  Profits. 

B.  Suggested  Enlargement  and  Improvement  nf  thp  Company's  FL  t  t. 
9.  Contemplated  Increase  of  the  Term  of  Contract  in  cotuuieratioH  of  tie 
OMbgr  mctuayfir  Haw  VtmU» 

t 

t»  AttO^  P«$t^  Cmbraets  with  the  Compemy : 
Date  of  the  several  contracts  with  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company,  Hill  158, 

159  Advantageous  terms  of  the  contract  with  the  company  Ibr  the  Indian  service,  to 

that  it  would  be  unwise  at  present  to  give  notice  $»  tvnoiiieting with « visiT  to  tendcn 

for  a  weekly  service,  ib.  230-234.  336,  337. 

Similar  footing  upon  which  the  several  contracts  of  the  company  arc  now  placed, 
except  that  in  the  caf3c  of  the  Australian  contract  two  years'  notice  is  required,  fJvweU 

1393-1301  Mutual  power  of  the  Goveromeot  and  of  the  company  to  give  twelve 

nontlia'  notioe  of  terminfion  of  coDtraet ;  liberal  action  of  the  company  in  uie  respect, 

ib.  1436-1439. 

Natural  astonialiiDeDt  and  diaaatiafaction  to  be  caused  ia  Bombayj  when  the  news 
aitirea  of  a  further  oontrnct  or  agreeaient  having  been  entered  into  by  the  Port  Office^ 

in  February,  by  which  there  is  no  adequate  guarantee  for  a  pioper  speed ;  WitoeM,  lloiP> 
ever,  has  not  seen  this  agreement.  Knight  2464->2484. 

lime  tablea  of  the  Indb,  China,  Auitralia,  and  Maoritiae  eervkee  for  the  year  1864, 
Afp.  218-221 — Alao  for  the  year  1865,  ib.  222-225. 

Contract  or  agieement  of  STtb  Febmaiy  1866,  between  the  Post  Office  and  the  com* 
pany,  making  certain  «ltemtiou  le  ^  eoatiMie  of  let  Jennery  1853  and  yth  J  uly  1854, 
and  in  the  contracts  of  1861  and  of  iTlh  Nofcmber  186&  in  ref^  to  pcoelttM^  &o^ 
App.  337-331. 

Copy  of  contreet  dated  tTth  November  1865,  between  the  Poat  Office  nod  the 

Peninsular  and  Oriental  Compiiny,  for  the  convey:iiiL<  of  tlie  raaiis  between  Point  de 
Galle  and  Sydney,  vid  King  George's  Sound  and  Melbourne,  App.  645-^53. 

Review  b^  the  CoimnittBe  of  the  eibting  cootnets  belwera  Govemmeiit  end  the 
Penhmdar  eiid  OiinitBl  Company,  J^pu  ir., 

a.  Ai  <o  Ae  Ammmttf  SvX>d£aptii  to  tke  Contpany: 

The  con^Mny  leceire  an  nTenige  of  4«.  5  }  d!.  per  mile  on  the  whole  of  the  lodia  and 
China  aemcea,  Btmell  1358  Great  difficulty  in  showing'  the  precise  coat  of  frag- 

roentarj-  portions  of  the  services  performed  by  tlie  company,  Chelwi/rul  1843  Circum- 
stance of  the  total  subsidies  to  tlie  co<npany  reaching  an  aggregate  of  400,000  L,  or  so 
per  cent,  upon  the  |mid-up  capital.  Knight  2312,  33! g    ■  Witneaa  is  satisfied  that  too 

much  is  paid  for  the  service  performed  by  the  company,  ib.  2322,  2323  Very 

lucrative  boainess  in  the  Bombay  line  without  any  subsidy,  ib.  Total  of  349,000  L 

as  the  sobsidy  of  the  oompsi^,  instead  of  400^000/.,  as  sialad  by  Mr*  Knig^  Bowdl 
3024. 

Statement  by  Mr.  Chetwynd  that  the  total  sum  now  paid  to  the  company  for  the  coo- 
v^rance  of  mails  between  this  country  and  India  and  China  (including  tlie  coaveyance  of 

the  Australian  mails  between  this  country  and  Point  de  Galle)  is  230,125  Lf  Afp.  311  

Estimate  that  the  whole  cost  of  the  Indian  portion  of  the  mail  packet  service  is  153,580  L 

per  antium,  nnd  that  of  th>"  China  portion  66,594    P^""  fimiuni,  ib,  21 1,  212.  538. 

Return  of  the  rate  of  charges  and  deductions,  and  amount  payable  for  the  year  1866, 
ander  the  several  contracts  with  the  company,  App.  336. 

Summary  by  the  committee  of  the  several  subsidies  paul  nndor  tfie  diftrent  OOntncIS 

with  the  Peninsular  and  Orietittil  Cnmpativ,  H'^p.  iv,  v. 

8.  Particuiars  relative  to  the  Steamers  employed,  and  their  Cost : 

Information  as  to  the  number  of  steamers  belonging  to  the  company,  their  tonnage,  and 

horse-]  nv  ',  IL'ireU  1235,  1236.  1446  Increased  expense  of  the  steam  boats  in  about 

the  same  ratio  as  the  tonnage,  ib.  1493, 1494  Average  of  3321711  L  a  year  for  the  last 

five  years  as  the  expenditure  of  the  company  on  repairs  and  renewals  of  their  Steam 

ships  on  the  eastern  side  of  Suez,  iO.  l542-!544. 

Large  establishments  and  docking  facilities  of  the  company  at  Bombay,  Calcutta,  and 
Hong  Kong,  where  repairs  and  renewals  are  constantly  going  on,  BoweU  1544-1556 
Immense  heat  in  tin:  en-iue  room,  so  that  thero  is  a  Lir^e  per-centage  of  engineers  and 

firemen  on  the  sick  list,  ih.  1577-1579  More  roomy  cabins  id  the  company's  vc'&&eU 

,  than  in  the  Canard  vesMi^  this  latter  ycsseli  beinp  in  laet  fitted  op  in  a  manner  quite 

niwnitnble 
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3-  Particulars  relative  to  the  Steamtrs  employed,  and  their  Cost — continued. 

•  vnaoitable  Ibr  the  Indian  service,  HowtU  1580-1583^  Purciiase  or  constmeibn  by  the 

company  of  twenfy-p^f^hf.  ships  since  1^,39  nil  of  the  first  class,  ih.  1589,  IS'jo. 

List  of  new  ships  added  to  the  fleet  of  the  compuiv  since  January  1859,  &bowia£  ia 
«tch  case  tlie  tonnage  and  hone  power;  total  «f  about  s,t44/MX>/*  as  the  cost  of  vaent 

4.  Way  tit  wAieA  the  ieveral  Services  have  been  perfarined: 

Conclusion  that  upon  the  whnfe  the  Indian  mail  servicre  has  been  performed  with 

cnditabte  regalarity,  Hill  1G4  182  Doubt  as  to  the  expediency  of  at  once  givine 

notice  to  terminate  the  liuiiiui  contnu-t,  ib.  ':30-934«  336, 337-~— >Gicmt  forbeaiUDce  and 
liberality  evinced  by  the  companv,  j7a  -i:];]-  ^237. 

Frequent  complaints  in  Cnlciitt  i  a-^  to  the  m  inner  in  which  the  service  is  performed 
by  the  company,  Reiniir  405^  Due  ]iortormaiicr-  of  tlie  contract  Mrrice  by  the  Com- 
pany, the  contract  itself  being  however  »n  improper  one,  ib.  455. 

General  and  profound  dissatisfaction  in  India  on  account  of  the  sei  vice  bL'iu<;  neither 

.  «o  rapid  nor  efficient  as  it  should  be,  Knight  4G2-465  S^light  importance  aitachod  to 

the  views  expressed  by  Mr.  Uili  as  to  the  satis&ctory  pertbnnatice  of  the  contract 
^generally,  ib.  2505-«5«jB. 

Satisliiction  on  tho  whole  of  the  niercantile  community  in  India,  with  the  mode  in 
which  the  postal  service  bag  been  perfonned  by  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company. 
Ndmn  Scs^-^-Satiaractory  ronnner  in  which  the  postal  service  of  the  Peninsular  tm 
Oriental  Company  is  conducted,  Crake  936. 

Qreat  use  to  the  company  of  the  telegrapliie  communication  with  India  and  the  East; 
-illuitration  of  thn,  HowtU  144^-1.^5  Cireamstance  of  the  arrival  of  each  mail  from 

China  8tc.,  involving  the  performance  of  no  le-s  a  distance  than  17,598  niilen,  viii 

Marseilles,  ib.  1445  Employrrent  of  eight  ditfercat  steamers  in  bringing  the  heavy 

:  portion  of  mails  to  Soutkainptoii,  ib.  Goiiclusi«>n  as  to  the  great  eonsidentioD 

necessary  be^foie  the  service  i?  in  any  way  disjointed,  2*5. 

As  to  the  Australian  service,  there  is  reason  on  the  whole  to  he  pround  of  the  manner 
in  which  it  ta  perfonned  hy  tlia  Peoiualar  and  Oriental  Company,  Sir  C  JNieholmm, 

3257- 

Return  showing  the  actual  days  of  departure  and  arrival  of  the  mail  packeis  of  the 
company  employe  in  the  conveyance  of  the  Indian  Mails,  in  the  years  1864  and  1865, 
jipp,  gi4-giy  Summary  of  the  foregoing,  showing  the  number  of  voj^ages  before  time 
and  the  number  behind  time,  tlb.  2 1 6,  si  7. 

Statement  of  the  total  distance  run  00  each  scfvice  in  1865,  and  the  average  speed  per 

hour,  Apj>.  2 •::('. 

Mileage  uble  of  the  services  performed  by  the  company  under  thdr  India  and  China 
«oiitiaef«  durinj;  the  year  1B65,  App,  565. 

Conelnsion  of  tbe  Committee  that  the  services  under  the  several  contrai  ls  have  hMn 
well  perfonned,  whilst  no  mail  entrusted  to  the  company  has  ever  been  lost,  Rep.  v. 

5.  Practice  in  regard  to  Penalties  and  Fremiums: 

Ncoessity,  with  reference  to  penalties  and  premiums,  of  maintaining  naval  aganis  on 

hoard  the  contract  mail  packets,  /////  101-124  Explanation  as  to  an  alteration  in 

February  last,  iu  the  system  of  assessment  of  penalties  with  reference  to  speed,  tift*  lOa^ 
l^^^Kew  system  of  pretnioma  and  penalties,  upon  which  the  whole  of  the  serrioea 

are  now  conducted,  Hotrell  1247,  IV48,  1251,  1252.  1293-1295. 

Xfuticeable  feature  of  the  old  contracts,  tiiat  tliere  is  no  provision  for  penalties,  Knight 
991Bq-mS6-~—  Hecent  date  of  the  nrrangemeni  by  wliich  time  tablcsi  from  port  to  port 
have  been  substituted  for  a  certain  rate  of  speed  per  boor,  under  a  system  of  penaltiea 

and  premiums,  Ut,  2285-2287  Unimportance  of  a  penalty  of  50  /.  a  day  as  com- 

pai^d  with  the  savii^  by  economy  of  fuel,  ib.  3388. 

Further  reference  to  the  penalty  offio/.  a  day  as  bein'^  altogether  inadequate  and 
operating  really  as  a  premium  upon  delay,  Knight  i^-jo-'i^-js — -Doubt  as  to  the 
time  being  fixed  in  the  fnt  mer  coniract ;  at  all  events,  no  penalt cs  were  enforced,  ib.  24^1 
9484.  2499  Qoesiioo  whether  the  agreement  between  the  Post  Office  and  the  Peuin- 
sular  and  Olieutat  ConpaBy,  in  Fehniaiy,  was  not  a  oonseqaenee  of  the  present  inqniry, 
ib.  3496-2502. 

Instances  of  the  very  strict  action  of  the  Post  Office  in  the  matter  of  premiums  and  penal- 

ilea,  Hoicetl  3004-3006  Inaccuraoy  of  a  statement  by  Mr.  Knight,  as  to  the 

company  bcin^  umler  no  penalties,  ib.  3007 — —Excess  of  premiums  over  (»enalties  on  the 

Australian  line,  t^.  Exception  taken  to  the  statement  that  it  suited  the  compiny  to 

^slowly,  and  to  pay  penaitiei  in  order  to  save  cpali^  sft. ^31-3093— ^VV hen  the 

4*8—1.  '   H  papers 
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5.  Practice  in  rtgard  to  Petutttie$  and  Premtwrn — csontinued. 
papers  and  reiurat  ave  lecriTed  fiom  Boadbey  kc,  then  will  ddabdew  be  pwwJiiw 
Cliarueablt'  ou  some  voyageSy  JIblMtf  3069« 

Total  of  2,100  /.  as  th«  exoes8  of  penality  o^r  nmnianw  on  the  ■enrke*  between  Poml 
de  Oall«  aud  Sydney,  for  the  yiar  1865,  App.  aao. 

Prorieioos  as  to  pe  nalties  in  the  eoritnet  or  •graemeut  between  the  Post  OIBeeaiid 
fhe  CuRipany  in  February  1866,  App^  «30w 

6.  Monopoly  of  the  Company  ;  Sv^pettions  on  the  Suhjfft  of  Competilion  : 

Great  <^ricTaDce  to  Western  India  tliruu^h  iinia  subsidy  tu  tbe  Peaia^-ular  and  Oriezital 
Company   giving  tbem   a  monopoly  of  the   paMeng(»'  communication  to  Bombay, 

Knight  465-483  Great  imnoirtance  of  two  compatuos  carrying  on  the  ecrrice,  and  of 

ezemding  the  Peninanlar  and  Oriental  Company  from  a  monopoly  oftbe«abaidy,ii.466- 
483. 

The  Peninsular  luul  Oriental  Company  has  the  whole  of  the  eontmeti  fat  ConmyiBg 

the  niaiU  betMULii  this  country  and  the  East,  Hutoell  1234. 
FWtlier  statt-nient  as  to  there  being  a  bar  to  all  competition  00  aeoount  of  tbeeflov> 

Minus  fiiiL-iiiiv  of  the  company,  iT/a'^^f  ^23?  3,  2330  Proposition  made  by  witness  to 

the  Pust  Office  lu  Maicli  I  fc>l<5,  upon  the  subject  oC  a  fortnightly  mail  aerrice  between 
BoihIjuv  and  Sutz,  by  an  independent  company  ni  India;  no  subsidy  was  usked  for,  but 
only  the  ocean  poetage,  id.  $314-3316— —Great  importance  attaciied  to  competitioa 
in  tne  poatal  oommtinication  with  tbe  Eeet,  so  that  in  the  public  inteiarfs  it  is  hipdy  Of 
pedient  to  give  a  footing  to  a  competitive  company,  i&.  3397-2336,  9343-2347. 

Approval  of  the  Pt  ninsular  and  C>rien(al  Company  returning  their  present  fortnig'litly 
service,  whilst  they  ihouid  bt  excluded  from  tendering  tor  a  furtlier  fortnightly  alter* 

nate  service,  Knight  2332-2336.   Gicat  reduction  anticipated  in  tlie  rates  ' 

of  passnge  money  on  tlie  Bombay  line,  if  there  were  competition,  ib.  2343-2345.  S347. ' 

«402-24i5  Approval  of  the  oompetHion  of  the  Franen  Company  being  orade  ooK  ; 

available,  ib.  S419,  a4So> 

Opinion  of  the  Government  of  India,  ;ind  of  the  Indian  Post  Office,  in  favour  ofneiT 
Companies  benig  allowed  to  compete  for  tbe  service,  Boitrdillon  2553-2556. 

Circumsiances  of  there  being  comt>etition  in  the  Red  Sea  by  vessels  aot^  having  a 
subsidy,  HowfU  30':.}  Circumstance  of  a  ooupetttioo  00  the  A'eir  Tflik  lioahavny 

bad  no  etiect  upon  the  mles,  ib.  3025. 

Opinion  expressed  by  the  Director  General  of  the  Indian  Post  Office  in  favour  of  the 

contract  for  an  add  tionnl  mail  i^t-ivicc  to  Bombay  bcinL.-,  if  possible^  pven  to  lOntO  Otlwr 
COmpunv  tl)i)n  tlic  Penui^>ular  aiid  Oiieiita!  Company,  App  289< 

7.  Hi^stem  of  Accounts  and  Mate  of  Profits: 

Feeling  in  India  that  the  accounts  of  the  company  are  so  made  op  that  the  real  profits 

are  not  properly  sliown,  Knifihi.  2301-2303  Impression  in  India  as  to  the  mistnanage- 

meiit  of  the  Peniuiiular  and  Oriental  Company,  and  the  waate  of  stores,  &&,  ib.  S454i> 

Reference  to  certain  returns  as  disproving  Mr.  Knight's  statcnifnt  that  the  accounts  of 

the  company  were  so  made  up  as  to  conceal  their  profits,  Howell  3021  Uo&oiuid 

condition  mi  tbe  coniptmy  if  they  did  not  m^kc  proper  reserves  for  deprecntion  and  othtt 

purposes,  ib.  3043,  3044 — —Moderate  divi  1rn '=  paid  by  th- con^iany,  16,  3043  ■ 
bmall  dividcudft  paid  uu  the  uudcfwiiting  account,  ib.  3043,  3044. 

8.  Suggested  JEiilargement  and  Improvement  of  the  Compani/'s  Fleet : 

proposed  coustTdCtion  of  five  new  ships,  which  in  addition  to  the  "  Simla  "  alMvald 
suffice  for  a  weekly  service  on  the  Indian  side  at  the  rate  of  eleven  knots  an  hour;  seven 

vessels  on  this  line  would  however  be  better,  Samvda  2955-2957.  2989  Alterations 

proposed  in  three  of  the  vessels  between  Marseilles  and  Alcxaudria,  on  which  line  four 
vessels  would  be  sufficient  to  perform  a  service  of  twelve  knots  an  hour  vreekly,  ib.  2955. 
S958<^— Total  of  680,000  /.  as  tbe  estimated  cost  for  proriding  new  vends  and  improving 
existinfi  ones,  so  as  to  obtain  the  im  reased  speed  proposed,  ib.  2955— —Opinion  as  to  U> 
being  teaHible  to  obtain  a  speed  of  an  additional  knot  per  hour  by  aooie  slight  altaratious 
in  tbe  ezikting  vessda  of  the  comjiany,  ib,  S966-«g^  «9i9ft-^fl||94. 

8.  Gmtemplaled  Jncreau  of  the  Ttmef  Cbnlrnct m cMsidhnrtiOB^Cis  OMfa^ 

necessary  for  New  Vessels  t 

Expediency  of  a  lengthened  term  of  contract  in  consideration  of  tbe  provision  of  the 
ttsw  snips  proposed  by  witness,  Semuda  ag^sgflifi. 

RecommcndalioM  ^  y  the  Committee  that  in  consideration  of  the  outlay  tliat  must 
necessarily  be  mcurred  in  iheconstructionof  new  vessels,  or  adapting  those  now  e^uploy^ 
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9.  ConUmpiated  Inereasa  of  the  term  of  Contract,  Sc- — continued, 
for  the  efticient  pcrforaiance  of  the  future  Bervice  in  Itidiu,  tiae  imw  contract  shall  be  fur  a 

-I  tBrm  of  years  cert«tu»  tubject  to  a  tubieqiicnt  not  cc  d'  two  years  on  etthef  lide.  Rep.  z.  v. 

'•  See  a\iO  Aden.        AnstraJial.         Bonihtn/,  \ .  W.         Calcutta,!.         Cuina,  1, 

Coal  and  Coaling  Arruu^trmeiits.  JJock  Accommodation.  Frere,  Sir  Btirtbt 
Government  OjficiaU,  Japan.  iVarseiUes  to  Aleiandriu.  Mauritius, 
Messageries  Itttpirialts.  Ftusengert.  Sout/iamptou  to  Alexmmdruu  Upeek, 
Speed  of  Maii  Packets,       Troops,  Convet/ance  of. 

PEHSJA,^AND  PEHSiA.\'  GVLF  CABLE: 

1.  ParUeulais  at  to  the  Condition  and  Warkht^  of  ti»  Ptrriam  Tdeffrofh 

'■■  nerally,  and  as  to  the  A  nit  jidmrnti  required : 
•1.  I  ui  (icuhrs  in  conner.tiou  wiili  the  Persian  Gulf  Line;  its  sa(i*Jactory  con~ 

ditioti  and  IVot  hing  : 
8.  SuggesUons  for  tin  AUermtive  lAiu  through  Psrtia  to  India,  in  adtSHon 

to  that  by  Oe  Perrim  Gufft 
4.  "Correi-pondence  and  Papers  with  rtferOM  to  ti»  Com&tnte^  of  Lmu,  vSA 

Tentran,  Khanaheen,Sfc: 
'  9>.  'Cemsttdion  Itetrceen  Her  Majesty  anddta  <SSia&  of  Pornos 
(S.  Cottvention  between  Persia  and  Turkey : 

1,  Particulars  m  to  the  Conditiou  and  Working  of  the  Persian  Telegrt^hs  gtn^ 
ni%,  amd  aatotie  Amendments  reqwreds 

Satisfactory  workioc  of  the  line  irom  Bagdad  to  1  eiieran  and  Bushire,  there  bring 
Eoglish  4^ml]Mi  v%bi  throvgli,  Orsener  1953-1955— ^Advantage  of  the  Teheitui  line 
M  an  nUernative  joute :  anangcaaent  as  to  the  pro|jortioa  of  loesBiiget  to  be  aanl  by  thia 

line,  ih.  ooi  1-2014. 

Good  condition,  for  the  most  (Murt,  of  the  line  through  Persia,  JS.  Walton  2031.  9047. 
«0£7'-so6o  Obelrnetion  caused  during  tbe  pant  winter  by  the  snow,  uliere  a  portion 

of  the  linp  h<ul  liet'n  taken  thn  u.;'i  ii  defile:  alterafioii  I  .  Iii_r  niu'Ic  at  tlils  point,  so  that 

the  iaterriiption  wiil  not  a'j;ain         ih.  -2031,  9032  Evidence  as  to  the  advantages  of 

the  Pernan  line,  in  conjunction  with  the  Rnatian,  for  the  transmisMon  of  aieMagea 

between  India  and  England,  ib.  ft03&-S055  Steps  taken  for  putting  up  a  second  wife 

thrcmgh  Persia,  to  be  re<(enred  for  Indo- European  messages,  ib.  2036.  2055. 

Enptoynent  of  both  Engliah  and  French  signallers  on  the  Persian  line,  H.  Walton 

2037.  2044  Convention  oelween  Russia  and  Persia  as  to  tlie  working  of  the  line 

between  Teheran  and  U»e  Hiissian  frontier,  ii.  2037.  2049,  2050  Objection  hy  the 

Persian  (iovernuient  to  any  loreit^n  interferon' as  regards  thi^  jnotection  ol  tlie  line, 

ib.  3044,  2045  Very  good  working  of  the  line  between  Teheran  audTabreea,  ib.  2047, 

SO46. 

Eii'jiIoYiiierit  on  the  Per-iiati  lino  of  mrnwiioliad  s  i-vcd  in  the  Indian  Department, 
bnt  who  had  rei^igned  on  uccoucit  ot  their  inadeqmite  pny  in  India, ^.iPa/toM  8062-9a6fi 
— ^-Better  Temuuerotion  of  t<i|^naller«,  Sac,  in  Persia  than  in  India,  ao84-ao9a 
Charge  for  trans:i.;.-?ii  n  in  Pei>i  i  and  India  respectively,  id.  •jon3,  2004.  2112,  2113 
Practice  in  Perttia  us  10  ihe  lanj^uage  in  which  me^^ages  arc  tiaa&iuittcd,  ib.  aog^— 

Statement  in  Mnjor  Chaaipain'.-?  report  as  to  the  d»^1ay  experienced  on  tht;  Kussian  anei 
Persian  lines,  the  latter  hne  being  bluckid  ujj  «ilh  suuw  diuiug  the  vviutci,  Thornton 

2691,2692  Satisfactory  working  of  the  line;'  tlirough  Persia,  with  the  exception  of 

the  tine  ih>in  Teheran  to  Ertvan,  which  is  in  very  bad  cooditionj  Siemens  3391-3394— 
Good  working  lecenlly  of  the  line  between  T«hei«n  and  Bushire,  Go&um  349s— 
Bad  working;  of  the  line  from  Teheran  to  Tabreez,  owinu'  chit  fly  to  its  beiu^;  entirely 
under  Persian  superintendence,  ib.  3493-3498  -l^cisia  has  at  last  allowed  an  establisb- 

.  flKttt  i^f  fifqp  Bngliekneii  on  the  lines  for  the  nest  five  year«»  lA,  9498. 

Total  of  about  28,000/.  expended  on  the  Persian  line  from  Khttnakeen  to  Bushire, 
exclusive  of  the  cost  of  the  posts  and  of  labour,  which  are  turm&hed  by  the  Persian 
Government,  Goidsmid  3513-3516.  3532-3534  Well  constructed  character  of  thia 

:  line,  ib,  3517  Large  local  use  made  of  the  Persian  lines,  t6.  3518,  3519      'Belief  as 

to  there  bt^ing  only  one  wire  from  Teheran  to  Tabreea  and  Jdfa,  ib.  3554  Adtaauge 
of  the  F.iiglish  or  Kussiaa  Gofernment  were  allowed  tbe  supenrtaion  of  die  line  to 
Tabreez,  ib.  3555-3567* 

lui  ffieitncyof  that  portion  of  the  Russo-Persian  line  between  the  Roieian  frontier 
and  'leiieraii^  in  resjifct  of  which  a  tel^ram  has  jusl  been  sent  to  TeheraM,  .  t  die 

i|Mt%nce  wf  the  ludiia  Office,  with  a  view  tu  its  being  placed  under  Engliah  snpefioten- 
dence,  l^ompmm  3588,  f^fig. 

Letter  fioiu  Lieutenaijt  Colonel  Goldsratd,  ^1. 1,  T  I  mn,  24  October  ittfi*  widk 
.  refiecence  to  .(he  impprtuiwe  uf  the^Bueeo-Peraian  ruuie,  Jl^^  I'I'W'446" 

4t8— L  ■  fl  SMmiuk 
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PERSIA,  &e. 


Report,  1666  eMtimutd. 


Persia  Airj>  PsaaiAN  Qulf  C^AU»— contiaued. 

1.  Farttsuian  «»  to  Ijke  ikmdUkm  and  XToriUii^flv.— contimed. 

Statement  in  letter  from  Mr.  Courtenay,  dated  Constahtinoplc,  c  1  February  1866,  as 

to  ibe  bad  state  of  ttie  i'ergiuii  lines  siuce  tlie  51I1  Uect;inber,  ■'^PP'   Furiber 

Bteteneut  by  Major  Chnnipain  in  his  report  of  IS  April  1866,  rekktm  to  Uie  defective 
WoAivg  of  the  line  iu  Peis^a,  ib.  (in.  624. 

S.  Pai  Ucular§  in  ecmuction  with  the  Pernan  Gulf  lAue,  it$  tat^fiietorjf  CoM&- 
tim  and  Wotkiiig: 

Total  of  2/.  ly».  as  the  charge  for  the  Indian  and  Persian  Gulf  lines,  Hon.  S» 

Grimston  601,  600  Very  good  working  order  of  the  submarine  cable,  Clark  649-660 

 Improved  character  of  the  Persian  Gulf  Cable  as  compured  with  the  former  Red 

Soil  Cabli-',  if>.  6~i)-6Si  Necessity  at  present  of  u  i      -'k;  Persian  Gulf  line  or 

the  Russian  line  in  ail  telegraphic  communication  with  India,  i6.  739~744— ''Die 
bottom  «r  the  Perstati  Golf  it  more  fkvoDrabie  than  the  bottom  of  3i«  Red  Sea, 
Jfetikin  i8to. 

Accurate  and  expeditious  working  ot  the  IiuKj-Etiropean  line,  from  Fao  to  KurracheOf 

tM*d  U»e  Persian  Gulf,  Grtetier  i904-igo«)  Witness  left  Korraehee  very  recently,  and 

the  line  was  then  in  an  excellent  condition,  H.  J.  IVcilton  3113-3118  Betvreen  Fan 

and  Kurrachce  the  aveiaj;e  has  been  all  aloni:  umlcr  two  huurs,  16.3116.  3118  There 

has  been  no  interruption  to  the  regularity  of  the  service,  cxcf  pt  for  u  short  time  when  tbo 

cable  broke,  ib.  3117  ^Trausmiesioa  of  all  the  Messages  over  the  Peniao  Gulf  line  in 

EiigIUb,i&.  3MS>  3M9* 

Laige  excess  of  receipts  over  expenses  nn  the  Persian  Golf  line,  whilst  the  profits 
would  probably  be  double«l  if  the  telegraphs  to  Enelaiid  on  the  one  hand  and  into 
India  on  the  other  were  efficiently  administered,  ff.  J.  tVtUton  3153-3160.  3178-3181. 

3190-3194—  Cohiiiiuoiis  i:i-lit  and  dwy  service  on  the  line,  ih.  3i(ji  ExccHent  staff 

of  signallers  euipiuyed,  Uj.  'iv^i-i  '  Absence  of  interference  on  the  part  of  t!i»*  Arabs, 

ih.  3164,  3165  Large  local  traffic  cin  the  line,  ib,  3167  Control  by  t]»c  Bombay 

Goverameat  of  the  Persian  Gulf  line,  from  f ao  to  Kunachee,  ib.  3188-3184. 39My 
3223. 

Particulars  as  to  the  satisfiuitory  working  of  the  Peisiiiu  G  ulf  line  down  to  a  recent 

period,  Goldtmid  :^499-3503  Large  revenue  rereivod  over  the  Persian  Gulf  line  in 

the  first  four  montliK  of  the  present  year,  ib.  3603-3307  Doubt  as  to  the  ci>st  of  the 

Persian  Gulf  line;  tlie  working  expenses  are  about  30,000  /.  a-year,  ib.  3508-3512. 

Admirable  working  of  the  Persian  Gulf  cable  adverted  to  io  Major  Champaia's  report 

of  12  April  1866,  Ayp.  633. 

Keturtis  showing  the  number  of  telegnuas  from  the  United  Kingdom  tu  India,  and 
from  India  to  the  Uniterl  Kingdom,  and  the  amounte  due  lo  the  Peisiaa  Golf  line  for  the 
same  during  the  year,  1865,  App.  625,  6a6. 

Returns  showing  the  number  of  telegrams  from  the  Continent  of  Europe  to  India,  and 
vice  versS,  and  the  amounts  dtto  to  me  Persian  Gulf  Iwe  &>t  the  same  during  the  year 

1865,  App.  626,  627. 

Exclusive  control  of  the  Indian  Government  over  the  line  from  Fao  to  nushire 

and  Kunachee,  whicli  on  the  whole  works  exceedin^tly  well,  Itep.  x.  Total  number 

of  mesbuues  which  passed  over  the  Persian  Gulf  line,  and  total  earnings,  from  tlie  opening 
of  the  line  in  February  1865  10  the  end  of  flie  >e.ir;  also  in  the  flist  four  montbe  w 

1866,  ib.  Annual  working  expenses  of  the  line  adverted  to,  ib.  xi. 

Conclusion  of  the  Committee  as  to  the  defective  telegraphic  commualcatiou  beiiig 
largely  owiiiLj  10  the  neglect  ot  (he  Indian  authorities  to  make  adequate  provision  for  the 
distttbntion  from  Kurrachce  npon  the  opening  of  the  Persian  Gulf  line,  Bep.  xii.  Re- 
ference to  the  eontcmplated  lease  purt-Tiuse  of  the  Persian  Gulf  line,  a$  part  of  a 
scheme  hr  an  amalgamation  of  the  different  exiistin-^  administrations,  t6.  zir. 

8.  Svf/ffcsttons  fnr  an  AltenuOint  lint  tirotigk  Ptrna  to  ludittf    addithn  t»  that 

by  tha  Fenian  Gulf: 

Advanta|;e  of  the  alternative  route  by  way  of  Persia  to  the  Pennan  Gulf  the  at 
Bushire,  Greene  'r)^i3- — Reference  Cj  tli,  contemplated  extension  of  the  line  from 

Ispahan  to  Bunder  Abbas,  H.  Walton  -2114  Contemplated  lonstructioa  of  a  land 

line  from  Kvnaekee  by  Bushire  to  the  head  of  tlte  Persian  GaliC  Bebbuam  ^47,  S948. 

Satisfactory  woi kin l:  of  the  line  from  Kurrnc'iee  to  Gwadur;  great  ad vantiigc  if  this 

line  were  extended  to  Bunder  Abbas  and  on  the  Bushire,  H.  J.  Walton  3134-3147  

Insufficiency  of  the  Persian  Gulf  for  the  transmission  of  nn  increased  number  of  messages, 
«o  that  a  land  Uoe  through  Persia  is  yery  desirable,  ih.  3140-3147. 3150^3161— >~Snffi- 
deney  of  the  Penrian  Golf  line  and  otie  other  line  for  all  the  mesai^  likely  to  be  aent  to 
China,  Australia,  &c.,  as  well  as  to  India,  ib.  3150, 3151. 

Su^stion  aa  lo  the  expediency  of  *  land  line  from  Teheran  to  Gwadel  in  connection 
with  Konarbe^  to  ii  to-aAwd  mi  allemUve  iwrti^  JSSMMiw  3411.   Inquiriea 
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Report,  l8fi6 — continued. 


FMtSiA  ASD  Persian  Gulp  Cablr — continnecL 

3.  SuggestioHS  for  an  Alternative  Line,  eontimi^d. 

made  by  witness  attlieend  of  1861  and  auain  in  1863,  upon  the  question  of  a  tclcL:rap]rtc 

lioe  from  Komcbee  to  iiuoder  Abbag»  Ootdmid  34()3»  3464  Besalt  of  wiineu't 

inquirie*  in  Penta,  that  a  coast  line  may  be  carried  miiu  Owadar  to  Btimler  Abbas 

without  ariv  t;rcat  diflSculty  ;  sti^'^L'rstioii-i      to  flie  route  to  be  taken,  tb.  34f'5-347-4  

^^^ee  o(  lisk  attending  the  Guit  hue,  s>o  ibat  ua  ulternative  line  is  very  dcsuaule,  16. 

Advanirjsxos  of  a  line  from  Bun<l(  r  Aljbas  to  Ispahan  by  way  of  Kcrman  and  Yezd; 
lai;ge  local  use  to  be  made  of  this  line,  Goldsmid  3475-34 3343-3543-  36fi4>  35^5 — — 
Much  better  communication  with  India  hy  way  ol  Bunder  Abbas  and  Ispahan  than  by 
wav  of  Bnshire  and  Shiraz,  it.  3489-34^1— -Reference  to  the  views  of  Colonel  Stewart 
in  CiTOar  of  a  line  to  Bunder  Abbnii,  joining  at  Shiraz  instead  of  Boshire,  ib.  3489, 3560- 

3563  Difficult  country  between  Shir  iZ  and  Hu-shirc,  whilst  the  line  between  Ispahan 

and  Shiraz  has  failed  very  ijiulIi  during  ilie  wmier  from  snow  »iuans,  iL  3-|By.  3490. 

3635~3342  Doubt  as  to  ihe  Persian  Government  having  much  objection  to  an  alter> 

native  line  from  Ispahaa  to  Bunder  Abbas,  ib,  3646.  a^jlfi— ^-Feeling  on  the  frontier, 
between  the  Persians  and  fielooehees,  tee. ;  outline  or  the  frontier  boundary  between 
Kfiiat  and  Persia,  ib.  3546-3553-  336»,  35^9- 

Snggesiion  by  the  Madras  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  letltr  of  ^  April  1866  as  to  the 
great  importance  of  an  altemative  land  line  between  Pao  and  Kumchee,  App,  617. 

Impnriduce  :ittnchcd  by  Miijor  Cbsnpnin  to  an  altemative  and  competing  route  to 
India  vid  Persia,  App.  623,  624. 

Necessary  interruption  of  all  tdegraphie  eommnnication  with  India  in  tbe  event  of  an 

accident  to  thp  submaiine  cable  to  Kurmcher,  Hep.  x.  Recommendation  that  tbe 

communication  by  way  of  the  Persian  Gulf  be  doubled,  eitlier  by  the  laying  of  a  second 
Sdbmarine  cable,  or  by  contiOtting  the  land  line  from  Kurracbee  and  Gwadel  to  Bonder 
Abbas,  and  thence,  under  ananjueuients  with  the  Persian  Govenunent*  to  Ispahan,  by  way 
of  Kerman  and  Yexd,  ih.  zL  xwu 

4.  ComipvtidenGe  and  Papers,  <$-<;. 

Official  coriespoDdencc  commencing  in  ^Tay  1861  and  torminattng  in  December  1863, 
reapec'iog  tlie  construction  of  a  telegraph  line  through  Persia,  Am*  356  ^Pro^ 
position  on  the  part  of  the  India  Ofhee  i>n  i7tb  May  1861,  that  the  line  shall  commence 
at  Bagdnd,  proceed  from  thence  to  Teheran,  ami  (mm  that  city,  vid  Ispahan  and  Shiraz, 

to  Bunder  Abbas,     35^  Modified  arrangements  proposed  on  the  part  of  the  l^er--tian 

Qovernnieitt,  in  oommunicntion  dated  aoth  luy  1 861 ;  subsequent  correspondence  ihere> 
upon,  ib.  ^57-359- 

Sundry  commuaicuiions  from  Mr.  AUson,  Her  Majesty's  Minister  at  Teheran,  and 
from  Mr.  Thomson,  showing  the  result  of  their  negotmtionB  upon  the  question  of  the 
proposed  telegraphic  line*  .AfPf  358  et  seq. 

Memorandum  dated  Tebernn,  6th  November  1861,  containing  the  articles  stipulated 

fur  by  Persia,  with  rererenct!  to  the  prnposeil  line  fioni  Bagdad  to  the  port  of  Kurrachee, 

App.  360,  361.  StateiatuL  ill  Iclltr  Irom  Mr.  Thomson,  in  December  186-2,  that  the 

Shah  had  decided  upon  at  once  undci  taking,  at  his  own  expense,  the  cunstruction  of  a 
line  from  Khanakeeii,  on  the  Bagdad  frontier,  to  Boshire,  through  Teheran,  Ispahan,  and 

Shiiaz,      366  Memorandum  of  terms  which  tbe  Persian  Ministers  had  agreed  to 

oti'er  to  tiio  Kn^lish  Govcrjiinent  previous  to  the  dcterniiiialiuu  of  the  Shah  to  construct 
tbe  liue  between  Kbanakten  and  Bushire  at  his  own  expense,  ib.  367. 

Articles  of  convention  respecting  the  construction  of  a  line  to  Bushire,  proposed  by 
Mr.  Eastwick  to  theShali  on  17th  Deceinber  \SC)2,  suljcct  to  the  approval  ot' the  British 
Government,  and  accepted  by  tlie  P«:r^iaii  Government,  on  the  same  condition,  App.  270. 

Correspondence  and  memoranda  in  1863,  with  reference  to  the  supply  and  dispatch 
of  stores  froiii  England  and  India,  and  the  nicaeu'^'^  for  carrying  ntii  the  COMtmCtlon  of 
tbe  line  ui.def  English  superintendence  and  dirtn:lion,  ^-Ij'p.  370  tt  se(j. 

Memorandum  dattid  Jth  August  i^t^S,  detailing  the  8tej)s  wliich  liavc  bet-n  taken  up  to 
that  date  in  connection  with  toe  dispatch  of  stoics,  &c.,  hrom  E^iglaud,  for  the  couiitruc- 
lion  of  the  line,  App.  383-385. 

Letter  from  Colonel  Kembalf,  dated  18  November  18G3,  wif!>  reference  to  the  puigress 
being  made  tii  he  construction  of  the  line  between  Bugdad  and  Kbanakeen,  ^/{p.  405. 

b.  Convention  between  Her  Majesty  and  the  Shaft  of  Persia: 

Copy  of  eottvontion  between  Her  Majesty  and  the  Shah  of  Persia,  dated  33  November 

1865,  with  reference  to  the  establishriiont,  nmintenaiice,  and  adminisnation  of  telegraphic 
communications  through  Persia  to  and  ironi  India,  App.  353,  354.  t)55-t)57. 

0.  Comentiou  between  Persia  and  Turkey  : 

Copy  of  convention  between  Persb  and  Tvrltey,  in  November  1863,  upon  the  subject 

of  telegr j[^h:L  comnumicatious  between  the  two  countric.-;^  yl^>p^  40*^104, 

Set  also  Uutria.     Ttlegraphic  Commuiiicatim  {India),  I. 
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Sepoit,  x^eQ—^ontimud. 


**Pers:n;'  The.    Average  speed  of  the  "Penis"  •dvertr>d  to;  dfMibe  u  to  ber  bmng 

avcv:^<  d  I      knoto  through  a  wlmle  y<-ar,  Samuia  -^995,  'yyiu. 

Statrment  riaiBmw%  the  time  occupied  by  the  "  Persia  "  in  her  dUhvani  VOyagM  in 

186 1  :  aUo  the  avenige  speed  of  the  vessel  in  that  year,  App.  597. 

Philippint  lilands.    Return  of  the  computed  real  value  of  imports  froui  the  Philippine 
lelande  hiio  the  ITnited  Kingdom  in  ih«f  year  1865,  App.  536<-— -Aetuin  €f  the  declared 

%'a!<h'  '  rni  iti>h  riiid  Irish  proriure  nmi  rnHnufaeturee  exported  to  the  Philippine  Uandt 

frnii,  the  LniLt'tl  KMi!»dom  lu  tliL'  suuie  yenr,  ib. 

Political  Cimtideratioiit  {^Teiearaphic  Commmication).    Great  puliticiil  impoitance  uf  direct 
tvlessraphie  comnniiiicatioo  Wwten  Uitt  amwtiyenii  Auemlk  ■iidMr«rZe«fauid,(M»Aani^ 

Concluiiioii  ot  the  Commiitee  as  to  the  great  political  importance  of  permanent  means 
.  of  tetrgropbie  eommiinkatiiin  with  the  East,  at  all  tines  available  and  reliable,  12^.  ix. 

"Pwmnh  "  The.   Statement  of  the  tonoage  and  boree  power  of  tlue  veesel  of  the  FeoioMtar 

ami  Olicntiil  Company,  App.  qQq. 

Post  Office: 

iividencfl  an  to  the  desire  of  the  Post  Office  10  forward  the  establishment  of  a  weekly 

naii  with  Bombay,  UiU  1^3-187  Com-lusion  arrived  at      the  ofhce  that  a  weekly 

mail  to  India,  via  Suez  and  Bombay,  might  he  estabtiafaed  if  the  postage  were  laiMd 
iron.  6(1.  t  o  i  s. ;  t)ic  Iiuiiaii  Government  and  Sir  Clmlei  Wood  having,  however,  aiioogly 

objected  li>  such  increase,  ib.  405-217, 

Decided  distent  IVoni  the  views  of  the  Pott  Office  nrthoritica  that  Ibe  rata  «f  postasje 
mu«t  be  doubled  in  order  to  make  uptlie  increased  cost  of  a  week  ly  service,  A>Zf  on,  8'i6-99w. 

Comment  npoB  the  omission  of  the  Post  Office  to  sec  tliat  the  contrai-t  with  the  Peniii> 
anlariiTid  Oriental  Company  was  pr(ipei  lyfulfilletl,ArntyAf  2284-2286      Protest  agninit  the 

E  Pob:  Office  dealing  so  absolutely  wiih  postal  contracts  in  which  thepeojile  nflodia 

and  tliu  revenues  of  India  are  »o  lart^eiy  concerned,  ib.  2317-2321.  2384-2389.  2445. 

Comment  upon  the  action  of  tbe  Pest  Office  in  the  matter  of  ibe  new  contract  or  agree- 

meiit  with  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company  in  Fubnip.iy  I  Kmr/Iit-2.^V>\-2\'^\ 

 Sii^;^ealtoD  that  tbe  lecent  agreement  entered  into  by  tiie  Pu^t  Udict^  wiili  the 

Pct.iiisiilMr  and  Oriental  Company  way  have  been  a  eoneequem-e  of  the  present  investi- 

Ktiun,  ib.  94og-B0oa— — Wttnese  eonsiden  there  is  a  very  comfortable  understending 
tweeu  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company  and  ihe  Post  Office,  ib.  2501. 

Impieasion  that  the  Intiian  Office  was  not  consulted  by  the  Post  Office  witii  rei'erence 
to  an  alli-^cd  contract  with  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company  on  a7tb  February  hat, 

iiourdillon  2567,  2558. 

Instances  of  hBr>h  interpolation  of  the  oontnwt  on  Aepsrt  of  the  Post  Office,  showing 
the  'j:iound[essnc^>  of  Mr.  Knight's  insinuation  thai  mutters  are  eomfortab^  a^josted  be* 
tween  ihe  Pvst  Office  and  the  Company,  Ilowell  3004-3006. 

Correspondence  on  the  part  of  the  Post  Office  in  connection  vritb  ihe  question  of  a 

wrckh'  ni-Mi  ta  Bombay  ;  proposition  tlicivtn  frif  nn  incrpr.sc  of  prwtii^c,  in  the  ah^f-nce  of 
which  it  is  contended  that  the  increased  expense  siiouid  be  borne  by  tbe  revenues  of 
India,  App.  «34  et  seg. 

Communication  from  Mr.  Frederick  Hill  on  the  pnrt  of  the  Post  Office  to  the  India  Office, 
24th  May  1866,  justifying  tbe  course  of  action  of  the  forioer  department  iu  regani  to  the 
queetion  of  a  weekly  mail  between  Suez  and  Bombay,  and  cbaigiogthe  lesponsilMlify  in 

tne  mnt;i  r  ti[!oa  the  Indian  Government,  App.  (153. 

ConuiK  ut.  by  the  Coinmiitee  upon  the  objections  of  the  Post  Office  to  a  weekly  mail 
to  Bombay  on  the  ground  of  the  increased  expenae  involved,  unless  the  postage  were 
increased,  Bep,  vii. 

Postage  t 

1.  Generally  as  to  the  Postage  under  existing  Arrangenunls. 

2.  Qnestion  of  Increase  of  Postage  in  coiineeiiatHMtlk  a  WMly  MmltoJBomi«gf» 

1.  Gencraflij  as  to  the  Posingc  under  e.risting  Arrangements  : 

Explanation  of  the  mode  of  calculation  of  the  iiclual  amounts  of  the  Indian  maiUand 

of  tbe  receipts,  JTiV/ 45-52  Practice  of  chaiging  tlie  postage  upon  tbeOovemment 

letters  and  despatches  between  Kngland  and  Indi.i,  it  havng  liiiiicrto  been  customary  to 

affix  stamps  upon  these  in  the  uaaal  way,  ti. 53-58. 61  Heavier  postage  upon  letters  f'i4 

MarscilUs  than  by  way  of  Southampton,  ib.  ,",9,  60  Siatenient  showino,-  that  4  d.  out  of 

every  6</,  is  the  eta  postage  of  al!  letters  between  England  and  Indin,      71  7*^.91,  ga. 

Great  ft^iti  to  the  local  post  from  the  postal  commuoicatioa  with  India,  Hhand  972- 
976  —  Kticct  of  the  talegnph  in  laigely  ,eidding  to  the  anK>viit  of  postal  «'7ifi«»iT«wttiffHj 

Itobimon  1 1 38. 

Estimate  by  Mr.  Cbctwynd  of  105,700  I.  as  llie  sea  poslo^  denyod  £rom  Ibe  lodian 


Digitized  by  Google 


P  0  s 


Repnrt,  i86d— conlMiMf. 


p  n  V 


-    /  / 


Pofr4a»— continoed. 

1.   G''nrrnUi/  as  to  the  Postage  &'c. — continued, 
portion  of  the  service,  and  of  32,000  /.  as  the  postage  from  the  Cbiaa  and  Japan  portioOf 

App.  919. 

Sutrpestions  bv  Mr.  Ri(lci«  ll  Tor  a  modification  of  the  existing  postage  with  a  view  10 

the  productioD  of  a  larger  reveaue,  App.  sbs  Decided  objection  by  Mr.  UiU  tu  the 

■Itefmtion  propoiati  hf  Mr.  Riddell  in  tne  rates  of  poelaga,  ift.  S85. 

Estimated  Blatemeiit  of  the  gross  and  net  pro  hice  of  t!i<"  m  ji'-  between  tlte  United 
Kingdom  and  India,  Ctyloa,  Chinas  the  Mauritius,  and  the  Mediierranean,  Sec.,  for  the 
yew  ending  31  Xwdk  1860.  4pp.  j»s&— — Tolftl  of  1S7>70O^  at  dw  net  pottage  ht  the 

ytar.a. 

S.  Quetdim  of  Inerta$e  of  Pottagt  in  oonnectioH  inti  a  WtMf  Mail  to  BomAtaft 

Inforiiiaticn  in  regard  to  ihe  vi- -.vs  of  tli  >  Post  Office  upon  ibe  qt  rsficn  t  f  inerefl"<ing 
the  postage,  us  tlie  condition  ot  a  weekly  \xm\;  objection  on  the  part  ot  the  Indian 
GoTcroment  and  the  India  Office,  Hill  S05-307. 

Decided  dissent  from  the  views  of  the  Post  Office  authorities  that  the  rale  of  postaue 
must  be  doubled  in  oider  10  make  up  the  increased  cost  of  a  wettkly  service,  Nelton 

8*6-828  ArgimiPiit  as  10  the  unfairness  of  refusing  a  weekly  mail  to  Bombay  on  the 

ground  of  the  India  Office  not  consenting  to  an  iacreaaed  rate  of  postage,  Knigkt  9357 

>-Circamatance  of  the  Tkaamry  having  intianaied  m  Deoenher  laat  ihat  they  ehoida 
not  fuither  press  the  queetion  of  inereatad  raiea  of  poatage  ataeooditioo  oft  iredily 
mail,  BourtUUon  3551. 

View*  eipreiaed  by  the  PoaC  Office  io  Vovember  1869  and  January  1863  as  totiie 
expediency  nf  r  nirr.'  the  pnptage  fiom  6  ff.  to  i  s.  on  each  half-ounce  letter  between 
England  and  India,  in  connection  with  a  weekly  Biai!  to  hinnh^y,  App.  uG-i.  271,  uya 

 Further  statement  by  the  Post  Office  in  May  1863  in  regard  to  the  Indian  auiho- 

ritiea  being  moved  to  oooaeot  to  an  iocr>rase  of  poxtnge  in  connection  with  the  eontem* 
phted  eatabJtabnMot  of  &  weekly  nail  Io  Bombay,      272,  273. 

Further  communication  from  the  Post  Office  to  tiie  India  Office,  in  May  1865,  urgiog 
tbe  adoption  of  atept  for  obtaining  tba  eonsent  of  the  Indian  Government  to  the  pro- 
posed aogmentatkm  of  the  postage,  in  eoonectlon  «riib  a  wedcly  mail.  App.  276,  277. 

Communication  £i:om  the  India  Office  to  tbe  Poet  Office,  dated  tsrd  Jane  l805,  tn 
snpport  of  a  weekly  mail  to  Bombay,  but  objecting  to  an  increase  of  postage  at  a  neoea- 

aary  coiiditioii  of  aueb  mail  being  eatabliuied.  App.  378,  279  Ob^eeitwnt  by  thm 

Governiueni  of  India,  in  conimuidcation  dated  17  April  1H65,  to  an  mcreate  of  ibe 
minimum  charge  to  1  «. ;  t^.  279,  280. 

Objectioot  further  ui^ed  by  the  India  Office,  in  Jvne  and  October  1865,  against  the 

suggested  increase  of  ])ostage  in  connection  with  a  weekly  mail,  Ajip.  279.  -^Sfi  

JEL^^tions  further  taken  by  Mr.  Riddell  to  tbe  proposed  increase  of  postage  in  counec- 
tion  with  a  naekly  MMl.  tt.  «8o-fl8fl. 

Further  1<  !!<  r  fr  un  ^^<.  TTi!!  to  the  India  Office,  dated  14  Jufy  186.5,  repetition 
of  £armer  objectiou^  tu  n  weekly  mail  to  Bombay,  unless  accompanied  with  an  increase 
of  Ae  minimnm  poatagt  to  1  d.,  Jpp.  aS4-a89. 

Letter  from  the  Postmaster  General  to  the  Treasury,  dated  16  N'ovember  1865,  sub- 
mitting certain  correspondence  betwccu  the  Po?>t  Ottice  and  the  India  Office,  and  urging 
the  expedicney  of  an  1  <   as    i  [  >tage  as  the  condition  of  inearriog  iocraated  cost  in 

respect  of  a  weekly  mail  to  Bombay,  App.  289,  290. 

Communication  from  the  Treasury  to  the  Host  Office,  dated  14  December  1865, 
objecting  to  the  expense  involved  in  the  establishment  of  a  weekly  mail  service  to 
Bombay,  if  unaccompanied  with  an  advance  in  the  postage,  unless  the  Government  of 
India  should  think  fit  to  defray  the  entire  amount  of  the  increased  cost  of  aucb  service. 

Postal  Eoule  and  JPmM  Smiet,    See  Aden.  AnC'^:ia.      Australia,!.      Bomlxii/.  I.  \L 

Srindisi.         CoAacttd,  1.          China,  1.  {Competition.         Lost  of  Postal  Set  vice. 

India  Office  and  GoventmaU  of  India.    •  Italian  Route.         Madras  Ihital  Service. 

MantxUes  Route.      Mont  Cenis  Railway.  Pemnsular  and  Oriental  Steam  Navigation 

Company.       Houtkampton  to  Alexandria.  Speed  of  Mail  Packets.      WeeUtf  MaiL 

Prmiunu  and  Paallim  {PatM  CMroaft).  See  PmiMmaar  m»d  Qrimtal  Statm  IfaotfaUtm 

Company,  6. 

Prms  of  India.   Exaggerated  ebaracler  of  tba  oompliiinit  by  fbe  preae  of  India  at  (o  <he 

"wnrkii  ij    f  the  tele;_'r;iph  <»v';tpra,  JJoiinstm  2827  Data  for  the  concluMon  that  ihe 

complaints  in  tbe  Indian  pi  ess  relative  to  the  working  of  the  telegraph  are  not  reliable, 
A.  am  <9«6. 
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Private  £nterprise  ( Tdegraphic  Communication).  Expediency  of  the  telegpraphic  senrice 
to  Inclb  being  hf't  t><  private  enterprise  ioitead  or  being  widertakeii  by  Govemmeiit, 

Green  1181-HS7.  i2ofi-!  209.  laiS-iaa^. 

See  also  Telegraphic  Commvnicatio7i  {Indiu),  I.  11.,  IL  1,  xvii.,  II.  2,  iv. 

Prussian  War.  ExplRnation  that  in  consequence  of  the  Prussian  war,  and  of  an  intioiatioa 
receivtd  from  Count  Bismarck,  it  has  b<  en  suLriziEslt^rJ  to  the  telegraph  companies,  through 
the  Foreign  Ofitce^  that  telegrams  through  Prussia  to  Lidie,  &c.t  ebould  not  be  iabelfed 
to  go  by  any  perlieohr  route,  Tkeimpion  3578-3582. 

PMit,  7%e.   Evidence  as  to  tiie  very  genenJ  ud  very  proibttDd  diisBtieAetion  in  India  on 

accu  nt  of  tl).  nmnner  in  wbich  the  service  is  canied  out  hj  the  Peninsoliir  aud  Oriental 

Company,  knight  462-465. 

Statement  tbat  the  mercentite  commonity  in  India  are,  on  the  whole,  satisfled  with  the 
node  of  performance  of  the  postal  eoattact,  Nelson  822. 

Bepreaentation  by  witneae  of  the  opinion  not  only  of  Bombay  but  of  all  India,  as  to 
the  grievances  under  the  existing  system  of  commnnication,  Xai^At  9349-2351. 

Satisfaction  now  felt  by  the  p:iblic  in  Calcutta  and  Madras  with  the  improved  worlcmg 

of  the  telegraph  system  during  the  present  year,  GnMsmid  3522-3524. 

Way  in  which  ttie  public  at  large,  ua  consumers  of  comtoodities,  are  interested  in  an 
eiBtfient  tdegnptiie  oommanicaiion  anth  the  East,  Rep,  ix. 

Public  Despatches.    Grcut  advantage  to  Government  of  the  fiuiUity  of  sending  pttUic 

dcspntchesby  the.  contract  jiafkcfp,  Nekon  806,  827. 

Public  Warhi  JOepartment  {India).  Statement  showing  the  evils  of  the  system  by  which 
the  bnrine«s  or  the  Pablie  Works  Department  has  been  managed  by  the  Govenmenf^ 

there  being  no  rontiniiity  "nd  no  fixcH  rcspon^il/ililv,  .V/rcu/jt'v  2614-26x7— —Anomaly 

in  our  department  not  having  coutrul  of  the  lelt^graph  system,  if).  2G14. 

Puiijau/j  llaihcay.  Returns  showinir  the  expenditure  of  tiie  company  ia  India  and  in 
En^lund  down  to  31  Decenihcr  1864,  in  rtfpt^^cl  ot  tiie  electric  telegraph,  the  receipts  for 
nieesages,  the  expeuftes  lur  working  and  maintenance,  and  the  number  of  miles  of  tde> 
grnph'lines  open,  in  1863  and  1B64,  Jpp.  529,  530. 615. 

Jhtnjaub  Telegraphs.  Letter  from  the  deputy  superintendent  of  tdegiaphi^  Punjanb 
Circle,  dated  4th  June  1861,  sabmitiing  suggestiona  for  a  ve-oiganiaation  of  theataffof 

the  dep:irtment,  App.  465-467. 

Punkahs,  AU  the  vessels  of  tiic  Peniusul-dr  and  Oriental  Cutupauy  are  fitted  with  pnukabs, 
HewM  1674< 

Q. 

>-4jlUtaalanJ.  The  Queensland  Government  have  advertised  for  tenders  for  a  line  of  steamers 
between  Brisbane  and  Bativia,  tbia  being  a  shorter  di«tancB  than  ftom  Sydney  to  Point 
de  Galle,  Oitbome  336«>-3353- 

Summary  of  the  foreign  and  local  trade  and  shipping  of  the  colony  to  be  benefited!, 
■Jby  the  proposed  telegraphic  commonicaUon  to  Austialiai  635. 

See  alBo  Auttralia. 

R 

"Ragusa  atid  Malta  Telegraph.  W'iih  legarcl  to  tlie  lino  from  Hagusa  to  Malta  witness  is 
not  aware  of  any  recent  cummunicatioos  on  the  subject  from  the  Austrian  Government, 
Strange  223S,  2239. 

Railway  Camwwdeation  (fnma).  Inexpediency  of  any  lengthened  contract  ailb  the 
Peninsi;l;;r  ;intl  Oiirn^il  (  ^:lmpnny  on  account  of  the  approaching  completion  Of  failway 
communication  between  Bombay  and  Madras  and  Calcutta,  Hill  252-261. 

Effect  of  the  completion  of  the  Indian  railways  in  commnnicalion  with  Bombay  to  wiili- 
draw  maiiv  passengers  from  the  Oalle  route,  th<  ngh  witness  expects  that.  Calcutta  and 
Madras  passengers' \\  ill  still  use  this  route  in  preference  to  the  Bombay  line.  Howell  1309- 

1316.  i393-i;j!)7  Very  hurge  increase  expected  m  the  number  of  passengers  between 

Suc7.  and  Bon  bay  when  the  Indian  railways  are  completed.  Knight  4345  ^Oreat 

reduction  in  the  number  of  passengers  to  and  from  Calcutta  by  sea,  when  the  raflways 
•18  all  hi  commnoieation  with  Bombay,  ib.  2390. 

Proceedings  and  resolutions  in  the  Public  Works  Department  in  India  in  S^tonfaer 
and  October  1865,  with  reference  to  the  expediency  of  transmitting  tlie  naili  ftom  BotthlJ 
to  Oaicutta,  Agra,  kc.  by  railway  from  Bombay,  m  conjanctlODWithqwcialamuigeBaala 
where  the  railways  arc  still  incomplete,  App.  606-611. 

See  also  WeelOy  MatL  Jd^iOmil^ 
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Ttaihcnij  Tfle'j.rnphs  {India).    'Restric  tions  pu'ijcct  to  uliicli  the  railuay  companies  liavc 
been  permitted  by  Govemmeut  to  erect  and  work  teicgraph  lines,  Strachejf  2571-2574 

 ^InlbrmatioD  relative  to  the  action  taken  by  the  Public  Works  Department  in  India 

and  by  tbf*  Gorrrnment,  upon  a  proposal  for  tlie  formation  of  a  company  for  working  all 

iiie  raiiway  tukgraph  lines,  ib.  2575-2583  Witness  sees  no  objection  to  the  railway 

telegraphs  being  managed  by  a  single  company,  ib.  2585. 

Belief  as  to  the  railway  telegraphs  beinc:  well  ton^trticted  nnd  properly  mnnaijed, 

Stracheif  2588  Admission  as  to  the  faciiuy  ol  nispeclion  and  rtpuii-  ot  rails\;iy  linos 

of  telt-jirapb,  as  compared  with  the  Government  lines,  ib.  2591-2598  Pecuniary  in- 
terest of  GoTemment  in  the  railtvays,  go  that  tlx^y  would  share  in  any  gain  resulting^  10 
the  latter  from  a  re-ari-angement  of  the  telegmph  system,  ib.  2598-2604— —Admieeion 
that  private  companies  in  India  )i;ive  on  th-^  wliole  managed  their  affairs  very  well,  ib. 

a634,  2635  Approval  on  the  whole  of  the  railway  telegraphs  still  cuntiuuiug  in  the 

eompaniesf  bando^  ih,  s^fi. 

Exair.inatioii  to  the  effect  that  \vitt!es8  cannot  supply  I'l'-  reasons  for  the  refustil  by  the 
Indian  Government  to  sanction  the  transfer  of  the  railway  tel^rapbs  to  a  private  com- 
pany, Thornton  2712-2720  Impression  as  to  tbe  Grover&meot  oflndm beinp  iavou^ 

able  rether  tban  otherwise  to  the  trial  of  a  private  company,  ib.  1^^^-v^\B  Af^oval 

of  tbe  railway  telegraphs  being  transferred  to  a  prirate  company ;  Taloame  competltioa 
by  this  means,  ib.  2810-281 7. 

Very  fair  manner  in  which  the  railway  telegraphe  are  worked,  Robinson  2845,  '-^846—— 

Much  better  pay  on  the  Government  Imes  than  on  the  railwai^  lines,  rS.  2845  (>pimon 

astotliL  advantage  of  the  railway  coiiij;ai)ies  managing  their  own  telegraphs  in^tun!  of 

tbe  lines  being  all  transferred  to  an  independent  company,  ib.  2852,  2853  Double 

eerrice  in  eeses  where  tbe  Govemment  lines  and  railway  lines  are  in  juxtaposition  ;  there 

is  not,  however,  much  interference  or  competition  with  ench  other,  i/;.  i><,';fi  c.KnG  

Circumstance  of  tlieir  being  no  Government  guarantee  iu  respect  of  railway  Liaiich  leie- 
graphs  from  the  stations  to  the  towns,  ib.  2867,  28G8  Unwise  division  of  responsi- 
bility if  the  railway  telegraphs  in  India  were  under  an  independent  company,  ib.  11938- 
«944- 

Correspondence  nnd  negotiations  in  if^63-C5  upon  the  question  of  a  transfer  of  the 

railway  telegraphs  in  India  to  a  pnvale  companV}  -^Z^'  343-349  Proposed  general 

tmns  of  airangenient  between  the  Oriental  Tdegxaiui  GMApany  and  the  railway  com- 
panies, ib.  n4;5-3-l^- 

Commuoicattoii  from  Uie  Govenmreiit  of  India,  dated  10th  June  1864,  with  reference 
to  the  proposed  lease  of  the  railway  telegraphs  by  an  indepradent  Ootnpaoy ;  suggestions 
therein  as  to  the  conditions  essential  in  adoptii)g  the  proposed  arrangement,  "fyp'  34^' 

348  Conctusion  of  tbe  India  Office,  in  September  1804,  that  it  is  not  dt^suable  that 

the  railway  compauitt'  public  telegraph  business  be  tiansfmed  to  a  separate  company, 
ilt.  34B. 

Hetums  showing  the  expenditure  of  the  companies  in  India  and  in  England  in  respect 
of  tile  lt.lfpra| lis  up  (i)  ;]ist  BtceiiiLcr  1864,  the  c.islt  receipt-  fur  mcs.s:'i:'c.s  in  I'^H^  and 
1864,      expenditure  in  working  and  maintenance  in  l8t)3  nnd  1864,  and  ilie  nunii^t  r  of 

miles  of  telegraph  lines  and  etations  open  in  each  year,  Afip,  £24-530.  915  Total  of 

411,924  /.  as  the  expenditure  on  railway  telegraphs  up  to  31st  December  1864,  ib.  G15 
Total  working  and  maintenance  expenses,  and  total  receipts  for  messages  in  ib(j4, 
thowing  a  loss  of  28,399/.,  irrespective  of  interest  on  capital,  ib.  61 5. 

Summary  of  <;tntements  of  receipts  and  expenditure  in  respect  of  tbe  railway  companieB* 

telegraphs,  A  pp.  liid. 

Randall,  Richard  John.    (Analysis  of  bis  Evidence.) — Chief  Clerk  in  Uie  office  of  the  East 
In;  laii  r.ailway  (  om pa ny ;  delivers  itt  sundvy  tctttms  of  tbe  expenditure  upon  telegraphs 

on  the  Indian  railways,  10-14. 

[Second  Examination.] — The  East  Indian  Company's  line  to  Jubbulpore  will  be  opened 
in  tbe  course  of  next  year;  distance  tberato  from  Calcutta,  456,  457. 

SaugooH.    Great  pbyskal  diffienlttes  connected  with  the  telegraph  fine  to  Bangoon, 
SobituoH  S946. 

Retiim  of  messapres  received  from  Rangoon  by  the  Electric  and  International  Td^;raph 

Company  in  Ma'cli  and  fitim  lyt  to  iGtii  A]jrii  sliuwiii;^  the  route  by  which  COU" 

veyed,  and  tbe  time  taken  iu  transukissioa  to  London,  Jpp.  54o-£5o> 

Matgoem  md  Saigi^oFe  Td^rtg^k,  See  .Aarsfrafo,  S.      Cftina,  a.      ^gojpart,  s« 

^flmpoon,"  The*  The    Rangoon "  should  be  able  to  do  at  least  ten  knots  an  boor, 

Hcimuda  2969. 

Staiec^ent  of  tlie  tonnage  and  horse  power  of  ibis  vessel  of  tbe  Peniu^ubr  and  Otieutal 
Company,  Jfp,  ^ 

4«8»I, ,  I  JtEtt 
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JtSff  88M  «Vr»  /"vDf  4  TELEGRAPfT  : 

1.  lied  .Sea  CJaL/c  ;  (\uisrs  nf  its  Fnilnre. 

S.  Cable  from  Adm  /    h\irrac/uf  :  /?r>?//e  f«/»e«  Oiuf  CaKWf  o/"  Failure. 
3.  Facility  of  a  Line  hxf  tony  of  the  Red  Sea;  Sl^^ttieaMOH  the  nl^fui, 

1 .  Red  Sea  Cable ;  Causes  of  its  Faibtre  : 

Explanation  as  to  the  causes  of  tlie  taiiure  of  the  R«d  Sea  iiiie  first  laid  down. 

Sir  M.  Stephenson  631.  635;  Glau  1739  lavesligattoa  by  witoess  iut*)  the  causes  of 

-the  fiiilnreof  the  fiimier  line  in  the  Red  ;  particulars  hereon,  ClurA  676-678— ' 
DpffciiTe  chararter  «f  the  cable  laid  in  the  Red  Sfea  »n  1859 ;  opinion  that  hi  FailDi-e  was 

cajwd  by  its  lit;htiie^~  on  '  \>y  Its  havin-j  'ocen  iiavnl  out  to  1  t  liIh,  Forilf  1790-1798  

Good  material  used  in  tiie  nianufacturc  ot  tiie  Red  Se.t  cable ;  the  cable  » a-s  however, 

too  light,  and        laid  too  taut  in  some  p{HC«s  JimAin  1H14.  lH<.;,  Opinion  thct  HO 

injury  resulted  lo  tl)e  calili-  fiom  tlie  hi^li  temperature  o  tl?  -       i  Sea,  ib.  1834,  1835. 

Cauws  of  the  failure  of  the  Red  Sea  Cable ;  it  wa^  not  utily  muck  too  lisht,  but  was 
very  badly  laid,  Gii&orm  3390  Very  hi^h  temperature  tif  the  Red  Sea;  this  was  apt, 

however,  the  chief  cause  ol  failure  of  the  Red  Sea  line,  Siemrm  3374-3379  The  outer 

eoatiog  of  the  cable  ivas  nut  Miffiuiently  struus,  and  ^vitfereii  veiy  rapidly  from  corrosion, 

*.  3877- 

2.  Caljle  from  Aden  to  Kurrachee  ;  Route  taken  and  Causes  of  FaUttres 

laforination  nlutlve  lo  t!ie  layiii:^  of  fiu;  Hiif  l*<tW' «ii  Aden  and  I\urraci»ee ;  belief  that 
hh  failiue  v^as  owiug  c:iiefly  fo  tlie  c  ib"  liaviL^  bu  :ii  piiyed  out  Vio  tuut,  Porde  1778— 

1789  Witucftrf  was  p:escn)  ;.t  tin-  i  iy'g  of  tl>e  line,  and  pointed  out  to  Messrs. 

bewail     Co.,  the  contractors  t»iit  they  were  paying;  it  out  too  tight,  >b.  1778.  17S0 

 Meson.  Newall  &  Co.  took  the  whole  reapon&ibility  of  ddiverine       cable  over  to 

the  Red  Sea  and  India  Telegnuih  Company,  and  would  not  be  controlled  in  any  way  by 
the  eagineer  of  the  contpany,  ib.  1779- 

Yery  (avoanible  route  from  Aden  to  India  For  the  laying  of  a  snbmarine  cable,  Parde 

1781-1 1^05-1807  n^uie  trtkeii  ill   luvi  il;  lliy  Ime  rruin  Ktirrnrhi-e  to  Aden, 

ib.  1784-1787  Opinion  iluit  the  1  abie  wus  in  In:-  li>it  iu!»iaucc  loo  light,  ib.  17*^^ 

3.  Facility  of  n  Line  Oy  xoay  nf  (he  lied  Hea ;  Sagy:stions  on  the  subject : 

Explanattnn  as  to  the  object  of  the  telei^rapli  to  India  Company  in  prop  >sing  to  eataUidt 
a  tt'Iegiapliic  line  alouu:  the  Red  Sea;  \y.\\»:.  on  the  subjcit,  >Vr  M.  Stephenson  623 

seq.  I  App,  59b  Grounds  for  concludin<;  that  a  line  wjII  ba  successfully  laid  down  and 

worked  by  witneaa'a  company.  Sir  M.  i^e^tuon  634-^7. 

Special  importance  cf  the  Red  Sea  route,  Clark  675   C onrhi^i  n-i  us  lo  the  f  icility  of 

succes>fully  layin|{  down  uiul  ui  nntainino;  a  cable  in  the  ilcu  Sea  at  liie  |>rcseni  lime, 

16.   681-688  l^iopiised   statiou!-;   tt   Mas-^owa  1,  Ade  1,   and  Macolbtb,  tb.  yOO  ■ 

Abandonment  of  the  operatiouft  for  re<Hii>tabli!>hing  the  Red  Sea  line  in  consequence  of 
the  Indian  GoTemtnent  deciding  on  the  line  by  way  of  the  Peisian  Galf,  V>.  705. 

Very  favowrable  charaoter  of  the  <;round  at  the  bcrtlom  of  the  lower  part  of  the  Red 
Sen,  fur  the  layint{  of  a  submarine  cable,  Qku$  1730— Conclnsion  at.  to  the  facility  of 
laying  a  cable  Mwoessfolly  in  the  Red  Sea  at  the  present  time,  Forde  1792.  1802-1804. 

Jlsif  Sta  (Mail  Patkett).   Great  tnoonventenee  of  the  passage  of  the  Red  Sea  on  aceonnt 

of  the  opuroesive  heal  frequently  experienced,  Howell  1573-1.575  Adopt!  >  i  vf  all 

aviidable  contrivances  111  the  crnnpaoy's  vesse  l  lor  creuiing  artificial  ventilation,  ih.  1574- 
1576. 

liennie,  i'aptniu  Janie-^.    1,  \nalvsiR  uf  his  Eviiieiice.) — Wa*  in  clmi-ge  of  the  Marine 
Department  at  Calcutta  for  lour  year»i  is  well  acouainted  with  the  co<iat  along  the  R«d 

Sen,  8cc.,  383-385  Objections  to  the  >teamers  trom  Suez  to  Bomi>ay  calliae:  Rt  Aden, 

386,387  Explanation  uf  a  plan  subm  ttefi  by  witnc-^s  to  Sir  Charlt;-  Trevely  in,  when 

Finance  Minister  in  India,  lorgieatlv  expe«4iti  iu  thi*  srrvice  between  England  and  India, 

an«<  for  a  wt  ekly  service  between  Suez  ;iud  Bombay,  J88-399  Bcli';f  that  vassals 

'might-run  the  whole  distance  at  the  rate  of  twelve  knots  an  hour;  probable "OOnsamptioB 
of  ooel  required,  392-;i9.3.  428-444. 

Statement  that,  as  nei;;>nl8 Calcutta,  there  are  virtually  only  two  mails  a  month,  and  that 
the  money  expended  for  postal  purposes  on  the  Madr.is  and  Calcutta  line  from  Aden  is 

thrown  away,  400-404  Loud  complaints  in  Calcutta  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the 

service  i>  jier'orined  liy  the  Pcnitisular  and  Oriental  Company,  405  Ui-ri'|)utd)lv 

.slow  speed  upon  the  Caloutta  liue}  grounds  for  this  siatoment  oousidered,  4Q^>t4o8. 
4i8-4«8— —  Very  good  time  kept  on  tiM  Bombay  line,  408. 

Great  increase  of  t-xptnge  for  coals  if  the  b<^nts  did  nut  tonc'i  ur  Aden,  and  cofiled  at 

Suez,  409-4 17  Unduly  low  rate  of  speed  under  the  piesent  contract,  419  

Bxaninatioa  on  Ute  question  of  being  able  .to  procure  vessels  performing  fourteen  or 

fourteen  and  a  half  knots  an  hour,  .  5  cnntempl  itcd  by  wiliies?,  429-447  Excellent 

character  of  the  boats  of  the  Messa^eries  Impcriaies  Company;  greater  speed  at  wUtch 
they  run  than  the  boats  of  the  Peninaular  and  Oriental  Company.  444-44^-  45*-4d,5 

— — Eipedieoqr 
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Rennie,  Captain  Jtum.   (  AnatywB  of  hU  Rwdgwee)-— wilimwdt 

— — 1  xpt'diency  of  the.  Post  office  taking  udvuBtage  of  tlie  French  boatt.,  ^48,  449  — 
Very  gotxi  coaltiag  arraogeiueaU  ai  Aden,  4^0,  46*  "P"*  p»cfc«ma<ic«  of  Uift  coBtcKt. 
aerviee  by  th«  PhumuIw  and  Orintal  Compaay,  tbc  eentnct  itefltf  boing,  boiM*«»ai 
inadequate  one^  455. 

Reunion.   Stateciieute  of  the  service  of  the  MeMagetic*  lmp6rnle«  od  ihe  IfanrittOB  ami 

Reunion  line,  App.  ffii,  sf)^.  .59a,  593. 

JRiddel/,  H.  B.  Comiuuiucttiiou  irom  Mr.  Riddcll  to  Uie  (iovemflieut  ot  iadia^  dated  S4'h 
April  1 860,  adducing  >«vcral  reasons  ia  rap]iort  of  the  eBtaUifiJinMVfc  of  A  weekly  maiJ  lo 
Bombay,  and  the  abandonment  of  the  sea  route  to  Calcutta,  App.  232,  233. 

Further  communicatioa  from  Mr.  Biddell,  dated  19th  April  1861,  adrooatiag  Ibe  pMH 
notion  of  a  weekly  senioe  to  BooriM^and  tlMOBa  overkmil  to  Cahratta  an4  llhin>  and 
aneareriiq^  the  objeetiooii  made  tkereio  Vjr  Mr.  RitcMey  App*  «43, 944. 

Fiirihei-  conmninicafioi)  from  the  Director  General  of  tlu-  Po-i  OiTicc  of  India,  dated 
aolh  Ft  bruar^  iMq,  m  support  uf  tbee»tablishiueulor  a  weekly  mml,  and  in disappiowal 
of  a  suggeBbon  by  the  Poatmaster  General  for  iocreaamg  the  ratee  of  povtage,  Afp.  aSiw 

882. 

Furiber  letter  from  Mr.  Riddeli,  dated  19th  Februarv  1866,  iu  «upi>uri  of  the 
fMaitkw  for  a  weekty  mail  aervke  between  England  anai  Bombay,  and  n»r  the  abedJoB- 

»ent  of  the  postal  service  between  Sucx  and  Calcutta  via  Galle,  -1pp.  600-602. 

Memortuidum  by  Mr.  Kiddell.  dated  *26th  Hnrnry  l8(>6,  advocating  the  immediete 
acceptance  of  the  ofl^  made  on  the  part  of  the  Bombay  and  Bengal  Steam  Ship  Ceai* 

peny  tor  two  additional  services  monthly  b<.-t ween  Suez  and  Bomb.^.y,  App.  Oo^. 

Statement  by  Mr.  Riddeil  in  letter  of  soth  Nutrember  1865,  as  to  the  practio«l 
nadeaeneeB  to  India  of  the  poatalline  between  Sees.  GaUe,  and  CalcirttR,        611,  Si  a. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Hill  to  the  India  Office,  dated  34th  May  18G6,  in  which  certain  stato- 
aaeuts  in  Mr.  Riddeli'a  letter  of  sand  February  are  referred  to  aa  beia^  entirely  errooaout, 
App.  653. 

Bitchief  Jb^M.    Letter  from  Mr.  Ritchie,  the  Superintendent  for  the  Peninattlnr  and 

Ovii ntal  Company  at  Bombay,  duted  7th  Deci-rabftr  i860,  in  disapproval  of  a  certain 
pru|x>sitioa  for  abaodoniag  the  luail  service,  via  iiadv  to  Modi    aiui  Cakucta,  App^ 

Rof/er/s,  Captain  W.  H.  Letters  and  reports  by  Captain  Roberts,  i»f  the  Peninsular  and 
Oriental  Company's  aervice,  containing  aundnr  details  relative  to  the  pott  of  Btiadiaii 
nnlavovrable  00  the  whole  (0  its  adoption  at  the  preaent  time,  la  lien  of  HaraeilVat  aa  the 
port  of  departure  for  Alexandria^  4nP*  332-iS4^< 

^Rohiu&on,  VharJf.s  Jnmes.    fAnalysis  of  bis  Evidence.) — Member  of  the  firm  of  Robinson 

Brother*,  y<  Liverpuyi,  UI4,   Great  value  of  the  telegraph  m  th?f  mercaiiLile 

transactions  between  this  country  and  the  East,  lil6-llt9  Expedioiicy  of  a  mail  frum* 

Liarcrpnol  at  twelve  o'clock,  in  connection  witli  a  weekly  mail  fifom  London  to  India, 

every  Friday  night,  iiao-iisa.  1131,  1132  Importance  of  a  weekly  mail,  irre- 

t>pectively  M  the  question  of  improvemeirt  of  tbe  tdegraphic  service,  1123.  1137- 
1141. 

Instances  of  the  great  irregularity  until  lately  in  the  telegrapluc  serrice,  1 1.24-1126. 

1 133-1  13O  Conclusion  as  lo  the  recent  iuiprovcmcut  in  the  svrvice  bein<;  ov\i:ig  to  ilie 

motion  in  th«  House  uf  CommODS,  11.27-1130  Efttct  of  the  telegraph  in  laigely 

adding  to  tbe  amount  of  postal  communication,  113)8    '  Qieat  contreaianoe  if  a  separate 
telegraphic  line  could  be  reserved  for  mercantile  messages,  1 14^2-1 144. 

J?ptias— ,  Co/snai  IMtniel  Charge,  (Anaiyais  of  bis  Evidence.) — Ham  been  Dirtotor  Qenaral 
«f  the  XnAan  Telegraph  Department  «nee  July  1865;  2824,  2835  Great  dissi^s. 

&etion  with  the  WoAiuji;  of  the  depiirlment  wlien  wiUk  i^s  succpcded  to  iis  cliiirLie,  aSiG 
«~~biadeqU'tcy  ol  the  stall'  adverted  to  m  one  ui  liie  chief  causes  uf  tbu  duiectire 

woriuagof  tiie  Government  lines,  9617.  3887  ^Deficiencies  slso  of  original  i-onstruc« 

tion,  many  of  the  lines  having  been  much  injured  during  the  maliny,  and  having  been 

ce-e^biisked  in  great  baste,  th.  Every  e£r>rt  has  been  mnde  of  late  to  improve  the 

nanstractioD,  but  mncb  delay  haa  bem  unavoidable,  ifi. 

Exf^gerated  character  of  the  complaints  by  the  press  of  India  as  to  the  w>.rking  of  the 

telegraph  system,  28^7  Efficiency  of  tbe  staiF  now  employed  upou  the  lines,  tbe  pay 

havinfr  b«;en  greatly  increased,  -2828-^830— —Very  little  complaint  now  in  Calcutta 

when  tbe  message*  are  seat  in  cipher,  i&jo  Wktn«ss  fully  eK|tects  that  before  June 

lS6^  the  Indian  lines  will  i>e  equal  to  auv  m  the  vorld,  except  where  peeoliar  obalaelea 
ace  imposed  by  the  physical  difhcuUies  01  the  country,  ib. 

Contraction  of  the  linaa  in  tiie  first  instances,  chiefly  for  Goverament  and  military 
pwposes,  2831,  fi83<-<— The  department  is  now  generally  looked  upon  as  equally 
428—1.  Is  available 
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JioMuoH,  Coloaei  J)mM  Cfeorfft.   (Analysii  of  hU  ETidencc)— emilmiMii. 

aTailabIc  to  flie  ^mblic       to  the  Governmont,  '-*H33-2835  Practical  censorship  or 

check  exercised  in  regard  to  the  transmission  of  Governnient  niessagen,  2836,  2837  

Extreme  improbability  of  messages  being  detained  at  the  offices,  to  suit  the  convenience 

of  the  clerks  or  fiignallen,  2838  System  of  check  now  in  force  for  the  detection  and 

and  preventioa  of  errors,  2838.  2892.  2912  Peculiar  facilities  ^ven  to  lodo-Baropesn 
messages,  these  messages  being  repeated  without  extra-charge,  2839. 

Very  few  mistakes  within  the  la>t  few  months  in  tlie  Indian  portion  of  the  telegraph 
communication  vnfh  this  eonntry,  2839,  2840  Toflrction  of  fines  upon  die  installers 

wlicn  errors  occur  tlirouL'h  their  t'linlt,  2840  The  tomjilaints  made  before  the  Coniinittee 

mostly  go  back  to  a  period  since  which  immense  iinproreweats  have  been  carried  outt 
9841-'— Exphinatiou  as  to  the  sounding  instroment  in  use  in  India,  ib, 

EmplfjyivieiU  of  natives,  Eurasians,  and  Europeans,  tlie  former,  however,  not  being  quick 

at  English,  and  objecting  to  removal  from  place  to  j)l;ice,  2842,  2843  Belief  as  to  the 

inaccQracy  of  a  statement  about  mess^iL;-^  lie  nj,  divilged  by  the  sifrnallers,  2843—— 
T*lxa'Z'-rcmt;  rl  fitatcmfnt?  made  a'^  tn  the  li^jif'  o<'cui'ied  in  nu":=n  :ec:  between  Kurrachen 

and  Hombaj',  and  between  Calcutta  and  Kurraelice,  id.'  luacvraracy  oi  a  statement 

Hmt  station  masters  receive  no  extra  pay,  ib. 

Much  Ic-'s  probaWIify  of  corrupt  conduct  in  Government  ofTu  ial?  in  India  than  in  the 
servants  of  priv.  to  e i  iiipaaie*?,  i!>44— \'ery  fair  manner  in  which  the  rajiway  telegraphs 

•  am  worked,  2845.  2^46  Much  better  pay  on  the  Guvernmeot  lines  than  on  the  railway 

lines,  8845  Practice  of  bringing  the  Gbvernmeot  lines  as  much  as  possible  into  har- 
mony with  the  lines  of  railway  communication  as  the  latter  become  completed,  284  7, 2848. 

285 -J.  .::g()'i-2go8  Mention  of  several  important  telegraph  lines  where  there  an  nsithcr 

luihvays  nor  roads,  and  tvhere  repairs  are  extremely  difficult,  2849-2851. 

Opinion  as  to  the  advantage  of  the  railway  companies  managing  thrir  own  telegraphs, 

instead  of  the  lines  being  idl  transferred  to  an  independent  company,  28.02,  2853  

Advantage  of  alternative  loop  Imes  instead  of  direct  branch  lines,  2H54  Double  service 

in  cases  where  the  Government  Hues  and  railway  lines  are  in  juxta-positiou ;  there  is 

not,  however,  much  interferenoe  or  competition  with  each  other,  2856-2866  Cirenm* 

stance  of  there  being  no  Ooveroment  guarantee  in  respect  of  railway  branch  telegraphs 
from  the  stations  to  the  towus,  2867,  2868. 

Nature  of  the  former  deficiencies  of  the  line  from  Kurrachee  to  Bombay,  &c,  which 

caused  mucli  complaint,  2869-2876  Veiy  bad  insulators  on  the  line  from  Kurrachee 

when  the  Persian  Gulf  line  was  ojiened,  improved  msulators  Ijcln^  now  in  course  of 

erection,  2872.  2875,  2870.  .-SSo-aHba  bteps  taken  for  putting  up  a  second  wire 

between  Kurrachee  and  BomUay,  2879-2883  Witness  also  hopes  there  wiH  soon  be 

a  d<ud)le  wire,  properly  insulated,  from  Kurrachee  to  Calcutta.  .28'^3. 

Befcrencc  to  a  certain  report  by  witness,  containing  recommendations  as  to  the 
measures  necessary  in  order  to  make  the  Indian  telegraph  lines  thoroughly  ef^tiTe, 

2884-2886  The  faults  of  cnnstn;etior.  and  of  an  underpaid  stuff  have  be  n  stronHy 

represented  by  witness  to  the  Indian  (Jotejniucut,  who  have  promptly  complied  with  ms 

requirements,  2887,  2888  Inlormation  relative  to  the  sub-division  of  responsibility  over 

the  system,  the  whole  being  under  the  supervision  of  tiie  head  of  (he  department  in 
<>dcotta,  S889-2895. 

Total  of  about  14,50**  miles  of  fines,  2896,  2897.  2899  Gross  revenue  of  about 

100,000  L  a  year,  the  annual  loss,  exdttMve  of  interest  00  capital,  being  ahont  40/100  iL; 

-  2898-2901—    Charge  against  the  capital  account  of  expenses  of  reeonstmction  after 

the  mutiny,  &c.,  2901,  2902  Cansrs  of  tlie  revenne  heing  hitherto  insufhcien*  to  rnect 

the  working  expenties,  2903—^ — Witness  has  raised  the  rates,  and  anticipates  that  in  three 
or  four  years  the  telegraidi  will  pay  its  woriiing  expenses  or  move,  9904, 4905. 

l>i'^(ricti<Hi  (.luced  upon  the  number  of  Government  inessaues  further  adverted  to, 
2909-2911  Suiiimary  uf  the  improvements  already  eftccted,  or  now  in  course  of 

-  being  carritd  out,  2(){2—— Extremely  defective  system  of  insulation  adopted  in  tbe&st 

instance  by  Sir  William  O'Shaughnessy,  2913-2955^  Statement  (h  it  improvements 

have  been  ^oing  ou  over  the  Kurrachee  and  Bombay  line  as  well  as  over  otiier  lines,  and 
that  oomptsints  of  delay  and  inaceuraqr  on  tiiis  line  have  been  muchsonggnated*  8916- 
2926. 

Data  for  the  conclusion  that  the  compiuints  in  the  InUian  press  are  nut  reliable,  2925, 

292(j  Very  exceptional  instances  of  messages  being  divulged  tfirough  the  signallers 

being  bribed,  2927-2930  ^Exaggerated  character  of  statements  as  to  the  time  occupied 

hetween  Calcutta  and  Kurrachet*,  2931,  2t;32  Very  short  time  necessary  for  Ae 

transmiBsion  of  message-  b- t\v  i n  KMaaclieu  ;inii  Calcutta  or  Bombay,  within  a  few 
months  fium  the  present  time,  when  second  wires  are  up,  2932-2937. 

tTnwiee  division  of  responsibility  if  the  railway  telegraphs  in  Tndia  were  onder  an 

independent  company,  2938-2944  — Cri  . it  pliysical  dithcultics  coiuiected  with  the  line 
to  liaogoon,  2945  Immense  ditticulty  in  continuing  the  liangoon  hue  to  Singapore 
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Report,  1 


RoNnson,  Colonel  Daniel  George.    (Analysis  of  his  Evidcocc)— co»/tRue(/. 

along  the  oout>  «g^6—— Contemplated  construction  of  a  laod  line  liroin  Kurrachee,  by 
Bosnire,  to  the  head  of  the  Pertian  Gulf,  2947,  2948. 

JRobinson,  Colonel.  LelUr  irotu  Lieutenaul  Colonel  Robinson,  as  ofliciatiog  Direclor 
General  of  Telegraplis  in  India,  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Goyernraent  of  India,  dated 
id  October  1865,  sabmittin::  <;up;geBtion8  in  detuil  for  readering  the  organnatioo  of  tbe 
tatogmphie  department  reaiiy  ctlectiTe,  App.  506-517. 

Extract  from  report  oi  Lioutenant  Colonel  Robinson,  dated  fid  Deoanb»  1665,  with 
teferettee  to  tba  state  of  the  line  between  Knrrachee  and  Bombay,  and  tho  evils 
oonieqaeDt  upon  die  delay  in  the  artiral  of  telegraph  storea  firom  England,  App.  445, 
446. 

Maasu  (TBtEORApBic  Route): 

Failure  of  attempts  to  use  ilie  St.  Ptitc!r.sl)ui  L:h  route  to  India,  tlin  Russian  Governnsent, 
however,  being  now  very  anxious  that  this  route  should  be  Wv^fHon,  It.  Grimstou  ^-iQ- 
533.  6i2,  613— Advantages  respectively  of  the  Persiaa^RuflBian  Ime  and  the  Persian- 
Turkish  line,  i/j.  575-581  ^'^eiy  few  messigcs  by  the  Rti'sinn  route,  Sir  J.  Carmichaet 

764  UnfaiTOurable  experictire  of  witness's  firm  in  regard  to  the  use  of  the  Rusfiiaa 

telegraphic  route.  Greener  1 194,  1 195  Retereuce  to  a  statement  by  Major  Champain, 

as  to  the  very  bad  working  of  the  line  from  Teheran  ihrouah  Russia,  ib.  1956. 

Exptanaiion  as  to  the  unaattsiketory  result  in  the  case  of  some  messages  to  India  etA 

Russia;  rLtfiilly  the  Kussiaa  line  has  been  « orlciu'j;  very  wetl,        Walton  iO^l),  204O 

 Short  period  in  which  mcs>ages  arc  now  delivered  between  London  and  Teheran 

vid  the  Russian  line.  ib.  2040.  204272048  Encouragement  now  given  to  the  employ- 
ment of  EngUsh  signallers  on  the  Russian  line,  ib.  2041,  2042.  2046—— Less  OOSt  of  a 
message  from  Teheran  to  London  vi&  Russia  than  vid  Turkey,      2110,  2111. 

Statement  by  Major  Champain  as  to  the  delay  ezperienced  in  transmitting  messages 

vid  Russia ;  subsequent  inquiry  by  Government  into  this  matter,  Thornton  2726  

Impression  that  no  messages  to  India  have  lately  been  sent  by  the  Russian  line, 
ib,  ^^64. 

Construction  by  witness's  firm  of  nearly  all  tho  telegraphic  lines  through  Russia, 

Siemens  3380-3382  Considerable  progress  made  with  the  Northern  Russian  line 

between  Moscow  and  the  Anioor,  ib,  3383-3387.  3396-3401  Very  i^oo  1  con- 

«tructiouot  the  Russian  lines  generally*  whilst  the  service  also  is  well  pcrforoiedi^  ib.  3387- 
3389- 

Reference  to  a  certain  statemf  nt  show  iuir  the  comparative  time  occupied  in  transmission 

vid  Russia  and  vid  Turkey  to  Kurracbee,  Goldsmid,  3503  Great  delay  at  firet  in 

sending  messages  by  the  Rassian  and  PM«an  system,  the  roots  having,  however, 

grently  improved,  ih.  ;},5C!o,  3521  The  delay  was  to  be  attributed  less  to  the  Russians, 

than  to  the  line  betv\  cca  tlie  Russian  frontier  and  Teheran,  ib.  3520  Dependence  now 

E laced  practically  on  the  Russian  route,  in  consequence  of  the  Prussian  war,  the  line 
eing  in  an  efficient  state  as  far  as  the  Russian  frontier,  Thompson  35^3-3588. 
Views  expressed  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Goldsmid  in  November  1865,  as  to  the 
expedieiu  y  o!  eneoura^iiig  the  competitive  route  to  India  eitt  Bus  < .  ..  A  j>p.  440,  441— r 
Statement  by  Major  Cbampmn,  in  August  1865.  in  strong  approval  of  a  well-o^nized 
system  of  telegraphic  eommnnieation  oetween ISngland  and  India,  viA  SL  Petersburgb, 

Tifli  .    1!  Teheran,  i7y.  442-444  Letter  from  Lieutenant  Colonel  Goldsmid,  dated 

Teheran,  24  October  1865,  with  reference  to  the  importance  of  the  Russo-Persian  route, 
»•  444»  44& 

Statement  Iiy  Major  Champain,  in  report  dated   12  Ajiril  1866,  relative  to  the 

exceedingly'  deiective  working  of  the  Russo- Persian  lines,  App,  Gas.  624  Conclusion 

as  to  the  knes  in  Bussm  wonciofr  Tciy  well,  the  firalt  being  due  to  the  lines  in  Persia, 
a,  624. 

Summary,  showing  tho  much  longer  time  occupied  in  transmission  vid  Russia  thiw 
viA  Turkey  since  March  1865,  A^.  ds8. 

Statement  of  the  course  foll  owed  by  a  telegram  to  luLlia  vli'i  ih  '  Russian  route,  Rep.  x 

 Inaccuracy  and  delay  in  the  case  of  messaeea  sent  vid  Russia  to  Constauuoople  en 

route  for  India,  ti.—— Regular  w«nkin^  of  that  portion  of  the  telegraphic  service 
immediately  uiid  T  Russian  control,  several  c  uisc?,  however,  having  hitherto  prevented 
the  success! Ill  tiausroission  of  messages  to  iuuiu  by  the  Russian  and  Persian  route,  ib, 

xi  I-.xpcciieiicy  of  means  being  taken  for  improviag  the  condition  and  facilitating  the 

use  of  the  hues  of  telegra^  which  ooonect  the  Fersnn  ^stem  with  Europe  by  wajjaS 
the  Georgian  lines  of  the  Kinsian  government,     xv,  xvi. 

S«e  also  Psrsta  and  Ptmtm  Gn^  CaMt.      Te&jgnqnilic  CSNmcmiMftsii,  {Adia)  I. 
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Sai(/i'n.  Conrluaion  as  to  the  willingness  <,f  the  Frenrh  Government  to  as-ist  in  flie  for- 
ma) ion  ot  a  telegiapbic  hue  which  will  connect  iheir  establitbmeats  at  Saigon  nilh  & 
main  Mm  »t  Siiignpore,  Ibp.  xt*. 

Samples  and  Parcels.    Use  made  by  merchants  of  the  mail  service  via  SttUllMMptMlfftr 

the  transmission  of  samples  and  small  parcels,  Gladstone  1055,  1056. 

Samtidti,  Joseph  D'Aguifart  (Member  of  the  Hotue).  (Analy»i«  of  his  Evidence.)— Oftlcn- 
lation  that  a  speed  of  «leveii  knoti  an  hoiur  imtead  of  nine  ami  9AM  knots  betweos  Sims 

ard  Bombay,  would  involve  an  increased  consumption  of  coal  to  thcainount  of  27,306^1  a 

)t;ir;  that  is  for  fifty-twu  voyages,  2949  Calcuated  increase  of  expense  for  coal  to 

the  extent  of  15,800/.  a  year,  if  the  speed  bet«r«en  MarsMllcs  and  Alexandria 
raised  from  ten  knots  to  twelve  knots,  fifty-two  vova^e*  being  performed  each  way,  ib. 

Explanation  as  to  witness  fixing:  upon  a  speed  higher  by  one  knot  an  liour  for  ihc 

Earopoftii  service,  than  for  that  in  the  Indian  seas, sg4p-495t  Estimate  of  twenty-five 

per  cent,  as  the  allowance  to  be  made  for  detetiorat»oD  of  coal  on  the  Indian  aietioa, 
«949.  2951  ImpracCieatrifHy  of  using  nothing  but  Wdsh  coal  for  the  aerriee  botweeo 

Suez  and  Bombay,  8te.,  2949,  2950. 

Contemplated  employment  of  vessels  of  2,400  tons  burden  aiid  500-hone  power,  both 
on  the  Inoian  side  and  the  European  side,  2951.  29.55  Necessity  the  veeaels  carrying 

a  much  larger  (juantity  of  coal  and  a  much  smaller  c  ui:n,  if  they  are  not  to  stop  at 

Aden  ;  diffit  iiliy  on  this  score,  2951-2955  Nearly  similar  consumption  of  coal  on  the 

Eurnpe  iii  side  ;it  twelve  knots  an  hour  as  on  the  Indian  side  at  eleven  knots,  2955  

Contemplated  retention  of  the  '*  Simla,"  v\ith  new  Ixiilcis,  n«  mie  of  the  ve>sels  for  the 

Indian  service,  ib.  Proposed  canstrueiiua  uf  five  new  bhi])s,  which,  i^i  addition  to  the 

"  Simla,"  filiould  suffice  for  a  weekly  service  on  the  Indian  side,  at  the  rate  of  eleven 
knots;  seven  vessels  on  this  line  wotihf,  howevor,  he  better,  2955-29,^7.  '2^)>'^Q. 

Alterations  proposed  in  three  of  tlie  vesicL-.  belwceu  Marseilles  and  Alexandrfa,  ou 
which  line  four  ve^'sels  would  be  sufiicieut  to  perform  a  service  of  twelve  knots  an  hour 

weekly,  2955.  295^  I'otal  of  680,000/.  aa  the  estimated  eost  for  providing  now 

verteb  and  improving  existrns;  ones,  so  as  to  obtain  the  incmaaed  speed  proposed,  8955 
Witnee-^  docs  not  contemplnt/'  any  alterations  for  iiicreaaing  the  speecl  troni  atharapton, 

8959,   Necessity  of  not  less  than  eighteen  months  in  whtdi  to  provide  the  new 

ab^  '9^.'>  ^9^^  Expediency  of  a  lengthened  term  of  contr«ct  in  eonaidenttion  of 

the  provision  o(  the  new  ships  proposed,  29ti3-2f)65 

'.  Opinion  aii  io  tts  beir^  leasable  to  obtain  a  speed  of  an  aildtUonai  kitul  per  iiour  by 
some  slight  altcTHlious  in  sohm  of  the  existin|;  vesaela  of  ll)c  Peninsular  and  Ortentu 
Cotiipanv,  2966-29^9.  2992-2994  '    OoncloBwn  as  to  n  sfsed  of  nine  and  a  half  knots 

an  hour  bein^  too  low,  2970  Cirenfflsstanee  of  twelve  knots  an  hoar  not  hsvii^  been 

maintiiiiied  in  any  existina  service,  ?7/. — -Otiier  sources  of  increased  expense,  besides 
that  of  coal,  in  oonnectran  with  the  employment  of  larger  and  ^ter  veaseia,  3971,  2973. 

C976  ^Intpreasion  that,  on  the  whole,  screw  vessels  would  be  the  best  for  &t  service, 

«973- 

Allowance  made  lor  lower  speed  doring  tiie  monsoon  in  calculating  upon  vx  average 

of  eleven  knots  for  the  Indian  service,  2974-2978  Objecliou  to  ves.^ls  of  leas  than 

c,ono  tiiii«i,  in  otder  to  obtain  nine  aiitj  a-half  nr  ten  knots  an  hour  m  the  Eastern  "scas 

for  lung  distances,  2979-2988  The  ve'sels  should  be  nrohibited  iVoiu  carrying  coal* 

on  deck,  29^*5.  2988  Impossibility  of  vessel*  of  i,,)Oo  tons  and  45C»-hofae  power 

mMntaiiiin<j;  a  spied  of  twelve  and  a-half  knots  an  hour  between  Suez  and  Bombay, 
wHhoiit  stopfjing  at  Aden,  3986. 

^'ecessity  of  nearly  fifteen  knots  at  the  measured  mile,  in  order  to  get  an  average  of 
twelve  knoV«,  2990/299I— Average  speed  of  the  "  Persia"  r(1  verted  to:  doubt  as  to 

her  having  averaged  is'f)  knots  through  a  whole  ymt,  2995,  29911  Nearly  mmilar 

size  und  sperd  ut  the  "  Scotia*'  as  of  the  **  Persia,*'  «^se  and  hoM»^««r  of 

the  "  Atrato,''  2i\(.\H. 

Scinde  Railway.  Returns  showing  tlie  expenditure  of  the  ';CJompauy  m  India  and  in 
Bnghtid,  down  to  31st  December  1864,  in  respect  of  the  eleetric  telegraph,  the  receipts 
for  messages.  The  expenses  (or  workinc  and  and  maintenance,  and  the  number  oi  MiJes 
of  telegraph  lines  open,  in  1863  and  1864,  App.  528,  5119.  615. 

Sninde  Telegraphs.    Communication  from  the  deputy   superintendent  of  telegraph*  In 
Scinde  to  the  officiatini:  (in ector  jjeiieral  of  telegraphs  in  India,  dated  5th  June  iRHi, 
,  Bobmittiog  suggestions  relative  to  the  staff  of  the  Department,  and  the  rate  of  remunc- 
'  iiition»  App.  471K 

iSwoMf  Ctam  Piuttt^m,  See  Bmengen,  a. 
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8crtw  f^teamas.    Iiiiprcssiion  tliat  on  the  whole  screw  fCMeb  would,  be  the        for  tb^ 

mail  service  between  England  and  India,  Saptuda  2973. 


Shsmd,  Charles.    (Analysis  of  hU  Evidence.)— Has  resided  for  many  years  in  ludi^,  95^ 

 t!k>n8iders  that  tbe  rate  ut  speed  under  tlie  pDStal  contract  with  the  Peninsular  find 

Oriental  Company  is  much  too  slow,  955*95**  "The  telegraphic  service  between  this 

country  and  India  ha*  been  di*gracefnlly  performed;  grounds  For  this  stutemeut,  959, 

960  Great  inipi  ovemciU  in  tho  l  i'L^ulanty  an  1  (lcs;)alc'i  of  messages  since  the  atu-ntion 

called  to  the  subject  in  the  House  of  Commons,  99 1-9^*5  Gar<>le»8nMs  in  India,  to 

which  the  irreerniarity  has  been  chiefly  owing,  c^m — ^PrecavtioiiB  taken  bywiUieas'a 
'firm  in  orHer  10  prevent  error  in  the  telesjrams,  966,  ((67. 

Iwaieuiie  importance  of  the  telesrapli  in  the  conduct  of  trade,  so  that  the  pott  is 
fateoming  Mbctdiary  to  the  telegraph,  968-973—  Great  jjain  to  the  local  post  from  the 

postal  communication  with  India.  972-976  Unf.iii m^-.^   t j  Tmjia  of  the  division 

of  expeoses  of   the  postal   contract  between  the  Indian  and    English  reveuues, 
977-981. 

Skmghai.    From  Singapoi-^  to  Slian^lui  the  distance  is  2,500  naittilial  p)le*y  and  the  coat 

:  of  a  telecraph  cable  would  be  1,000,000^.,  Gisboriu  3332. 

Time  tabic  of  the  «crvic«  from  Hong  Kong  to  Shai^hai,  and  iVoni  Shanghai  to  liong 
'  Koa$r»  fof  ihe  year  11(64,  ^Ph  3ilt'-Mi<<*wAUo  for  tbe  year  1865,  ift.  «a»-4*5. 

See  also  Chinn. 

Shipping.  Evidence  as  to  the  grsat  imi)oitance  to  shipping  in  Australia,  of  direct 
telesjrapbic  communication  with  fndia,  China,  and  the  home  country,  brooks  3.j.i;j- 
g4:3()  Inipoviant  fiacihty  ni  the  n^atter  of  intufances  of  veewli  if  th«re  were  dwect 

lelegraphif  r  nnimunication,  ib.  3436,  3437. 

G^ioeial  itunmiiity  ol  tl)e  foi;eiga  and  local  shipping  expected  to  make  ube  of  the  pro- 
posed tel^raph  to  Siiigapoie,  ChiDa,  and  Aiutnilia,  Afp.  fi3a-635. 

See  also  JVade. 

Siemens,  Charles  William.  ^Analysis  of  bis  F.videiice.) — Has  bad  cousider.ibit-  experiwice 
■  on  the  subject  of  ^abmaiiae  telegraphs,  3371-3374  Facility  of  layiu'^  a  cable  in 

the  China  and  Yellow  Seas,  3374-3376  Very  liigh  temperature    of  tlie  Red  Sea; 

this  was  not,  howcver,  the  cjhiief  camse  of  failure  of  the  Red  sea  line,  3374-3379 
I    -ln>portaace  of  all  submarine  oables  being  protected  by  a  coatiun;  snraciently 

strong-  to  wiilist  tn  i  corrosion,  3377-3380  •Coucurrincc  in  the  vie^vs  of  Air.  Gisborue 

and  Mr.  Forde,  as  to  tne  probable  cost  of  the  proposed  luics  to  Chniu  and  Aui^tralta 

3380. 

»      Constrnction  by  witness's  firm  of  nearly  all   tl)c  telotrrapliic  lines  throii-h  Russia, 
8380-338*  Considcriible  proijreas  made  with  the  Nociheni   I4uiii>iaa  line  between 

•  Moecow^d  the  Amoor,  33S3-3387.  3395-;340i  -Very  good  construction  of  the 

•  Bwaiaa  Unas  goaecaliy,  whilst  the  service  aJeo  is  well'  performed,  3367-3380— m 

Hoeh  leas  cost  of  a  rand  lim  than  of  a  se*  line,  3390  Safiabetory  worliiiig  of 

the  lines  through  Per^iin,  nitli  tile  exception  of  the  line  from  Teheran  to  Eri?iin, 

,  which  IS  iu  very  bad  condition,  33Qi-3394> 

Circumstance  of  wiliMMt  havin^r  tetej^raphed  fWnn  London  direct  to  Tomsk,  in 

Siberia,  instanliiniLKi-ly,  3403  Mechanical  contrivance  by  which  nie^.-a_;-e3  may  be 

seat  vviihout  tepetition,  from  i,ondoii  duect  to  Calcutta,  kc,  if  the  lines  were  properly 

•  admiaist^ed,  3403-3410— *-Fa«lt  of  the  Turkish  Government  move  eapeoially,  that 

-  (be  teleB:raphic  communication  with  India  is  so  deficient,  3403  Sugge.«tiun  as  to 

:  the  expediency  of  a  land  line  from  Teheian  to  Gwadei,  iu  connection  wiUi  Kuiiachee, 
'  ao  as  to  aflbrd  auialteniatiTe  rootp,  341 1,  341a. 

SimaOen  {Indian  TVIiytapAf).   See  Eut  luUatt  R«Uwe^^      Tdefn^flUe  Cmmiaiieatimt 

{India),  H.,  1,  xii. 

**  Simla,"  The.  Contemplated  retention  of  the  "  Simla,"  with  new  boilers,  as  one  pf  tlie 
vaaeels  finr  the  Indian  service,  SamMda  t^sg-v'^^iacement  of  the  tonnage  tmi  horse- 
power of  thia  vessel,  A]^.  569. 

SlKGAPORSi 

1.  Postal  Service. 

i.  Ranpoon  and  Htugojiore  Telegraph, 
1.  Postal  Service : 

Impression  tltat  there  is  is  now  no  regular  lervice  from  Bombay  to  Sin^potv, 

Hmcefl  1365-1368— — -Objections  to  the  Singapore  route  in  connection  with  a  weekly 
mail  lu  Australia,  (6.  14^0-1463-— ^-inaccuracy  of  a  statement  as  to  the  Peninsular 


and  Oriental  Company  hafing  large  dock  accoronodatioa  of  their  own  at  Singapore 

ib.  3321-^023. 
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£/iV6jlP0Xfi— contiiuiod. 

2.  Rangoon  and  Singapore  Telegraph  : 

Great  advaninge  to  the  Eastern  trade,  if  the  telegraph  WCM  eontinaed  to  Singapore, 
M'Miching,  1109-1113  Immense  diHiculty  in  contimiiDg  ihe  Bangoon  fine  to 

Sinu-npoie,  along  the  coast,  Robinson  2946. 

Evidence  relative  to  the  failure,  hitherto,  on  the  pait  of  the  India  Office  to  aid  in 
the  extcnt-ion  <it'  the  telegraph  from  Rangoon  to  SiuL^ipoie,  nputi  thi>  pleri  that  there 
was  no  security  for  the  further  exteiuioa  of  the  line  on  to  China  and  Australia, 

Gitbome  3259-3266.  3342-3349  Cireumslance  of  Sir  Charles  Wood  having  made 

any  usi-istance  from  Indian  revenues  t<'>  the  T?,rin;:;oon  and  Singaparii'  line,  conclitiunal 
upon  assistance  from  the  Treasury  tor  further  extension  to  Australia  and  China; 
cooiment  upon  the  action  of  die  India  Office  in  this  matter,  iA.  3s6i-3»(^ 
3266.  334^:-3340- 

Special  impurtuuce  of  the  liuk  between  Ilaiigoua  and  Singapore,  as  the  key  to  the 
whole  scheme  of  communication  wHh  Chiuii,  Australia,  &c.,  GuAorNeASQiS.  33tO,  3311 
——Estimate  of  500,000  /.  a«  the  cost  of  a  cable  between  Bftngooa  end  Sufapore^  ihe 

distance   being  about  i,<!0o  nautical  miles,  ib.  3321  Siateroent  as  to  neither  the 

British  nor  Indian  Govcinint.!il  beiiii;  asked  to  contribute  to  a  line  from  SIn<ra})ore  10 

Australia,  but  only  to  the  link  from  Rangoon  to  Singapore,  ii,  3347-3349  Excellent 

ftcifities  from  Rangoon  to  Singapore,  Fmb  33013. 

Return  of  the  computed  veal  »alue  of  inijjoi  ts  from  Singapore  into  the  United  Kingdom 
in  the  year  1865,  App.  532 — —Return  of  the  declared  value  of  British  and  Iri^h  produce 
and  manuf^Mtoring  exports  to  Singapore,  from  the  United  Kingdom  in  the  same  yiear,  ib» 

Sundry  statistics  and  pajxjrs  laid  before  t!ie  Comiuittct.'  by  Mr.  G,-,hoi  nL',  in  (.lucidatloa 
and  support  of  bis  scheme  tor  a  telegraphic  line  from  lian^oon  to  Singapore,  App.  6^2" 
040-^— Summary  of  the  foreign  and  local  trade  and  shipping  of  Singapore  which  it  is 

calculated  will  make  use  of  the  proposed  telegraphic  coniniunication,  ib.  Gsc-^G.". 

Report  in  February  1865  of  Messrs.  Biigbt  &  Claike,  and  Me«8r8.  Forde  8c  Fleeming 
Jenkin,  as  to  the  iacuitiee  for  a  line  between  Rangoon  and  Singapore,  App.  639,  640. 

Ai  i^tract  htntoment  submitted  hy  Mr.  Forde»  in  explanation  of  his  selienie  of  tde> 

graphic  extension,  App.  (>.\i. 

Conclusion  of  tlic  Committee,  that  npitlu:r  the  depths  of  water  nor  »he  dista  nee 
hetween  one  station  and  anothtr,  present  any  difficulty  as  regards  the  eonstniction  Of  ft 
line  between  Rangoon,  Singa|)ore,  and  the  Australian  colonies,  J{<p.  xir. 

See  also  Australia,  2.       China,  a. 

Smith,  G.  II.  J.  ConiniLiuicatiuu  from  Mr.  Saath,  deputy  supeiiatendcnt  of  lelegrapbs, 
Dacca  and  An;icaii  Circle,  to  the  director  general  of  telegraphs  in  India,  submitting 
suggestions  for  the  re-organisation  of  the  establishtncnt  of  the  department,  A.pp.  46.1,  470. 

Sorting  oj' Mails.  Obstacle  to  the  mail  being  sorted  on  board  between  Suez  and  Bombay; 
necessity  in  such  case  of  an  increase  of  subsidy,  MeweB  108^  109.  I4S4-14«8,  1434» 

1435. 

$outh  Australia.  Summary  of  the  home  and  foreign  trade  and  shipping  of  the  colony 
whtdi  will  make  use  of  the  proposed  teiflgraphie  communicatkm,  App,  Bq^ 

See  also  Australia. 

Soul fwmpton  to  Alexandria.    Rcfn«!ni  of  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company  to  redooe 
tltc  subsidy,  even  if  relieved  altogether  of  the  Southampton  service,   Ilili  265 
Necesi^ity  of  a  weekly  service   from   Southampton  to   Alexandria  with  rt^terence  to 
passengers  and  cargo,  irrespectively  of  a  weekly  mail  to  Bombay,  Moweil  1352-1357 
Witness  does  not  contemplate  any  alterations  in  the  vessels,  with  a  view  to  increasing 
the  speed  from  Southampton,  Samuda  2959,  29C0. 

Heium  showing  the  actual  days  of  departure  of  the  mail  packets  from  Soutbamptoiif 
and  the  days  of  arrival  at  Alexandria  in  the  years  18O4  ^"'^  1865,  App.  214.  aifi. 

Time-table  of  the  service  from  Southampton  to  Alexandria  for  the  year  1864*  A|ip. 
ai8.  220  Also  for  the  year  l8fi5,  iTi.  ^22'2.  224. 

Statement  ghoi,^  iug  the  total  distance  run,  and  the  average  speed,  between  Southampton 
and  Alexandria  in  1865,  App,  aafi; 

Spain.    Frequ  nc  error  and  delay  ir  tfie  case  of  Spanish  and  Portoguese  telegmmi^  ^6* 

J.  Ctirmic/niil  "Hi.  779,  780. 

Specie.  There  is  a  total  of  10,000,000  /.,  conveyed  annually  between  England  and  India 
in  the  shape  of  specie^  K»ipkt  Lajge  saving  in  the  interest  upon  specte  in 

trani^it  hetwcm  thi«  Ciiintry  and  India,  if  tlnj  spcctl  of  ilio  vessels  were  increased,  t&. 
2346  Unduly  high  ciiurge  made  for  the  conveyance  of  specie,  in  the  absence  of  com- 
petition, 16.  2345**347* 
Inaccuracy  of  Mr.  Knights  calculation  at  to  the  amonnt  of  qwcie  imported  to  Bombay, 

and 
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iS^f0M»eon  t  in  ued. 

and  a3  10  ilie  loaa  of  interest  through  allep;ed  dp]nv  on  thr  part  nf  the  compnny's  vessels, 

Howell  3029,  3030  For  the  last  ten  yeais  die  avcrayc  anuuLtl  atiiuuui  has  been 

6,367,000     ih.  3029  Even  if  tlie  vessels  were  four  days  less  on  the  passage,  the  inter^t 

upon  the  actual  amouot  of  specie  carried  by  tbem  would  be  only  h^"]  L  a  year* 
3o«9,  3030. 

SPBS»  of  MdIL  PACKBTSt 
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timM  by  Mr.  Samuda  hi  rtgardto  Rate  of  Speed;  Expense  inm^Bed 

thirein 

8.  jExfianationa  on  the  part  of  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company, 

4.  Tma  TViBlet  and  Returns  containing  tundrg  DelaUs, 

5.  Conclusions  and  Beccmsnendations  </ the  Committee. 

1.  Evidence  as  to  the  wtAi^  bu  S^fttd  at  tMok  the  Adsan  JiaU  Senm  it 

performed: 

Belief  that  TMsels  might  coTer  the  whole  diriaiiM  %k  die  rate  oif  tirdTeknot*  an  hour; 
probable  conmmption  of  coal  required,  Jiennie  393-395,  438-44 4-> — Disreputably  slow 
speed  upon  the  Catcotta  line ;  grounds  for  this  statement  considered,  ii.  406-408,  418- 

428  Unduly  low  rate  of  speed  under  the  present  contract  generally,  ib.  419  

Ezaminatiou  upon  the  question  of  being  able  to  procure  vessels  performing  foorteen  or 
fearteen  and  a-halt  kiiois  an  hour,  as  contemplated  by  witness,  ib.  439-447— —<3neter 
speed  of  tho  French  boate  than  of  tboM  of  the  PenioaiUar  and  Oriental  Gompaoy,  H, 
462-460- 

Amafre  of  only  nine  knots  an  boor  on  the  Bombay  line,  Kiiwki  4S4  ^Donbt 

whether  the  present  contract  rate  of  speed  is  really  fulfilled,  ih.  4^,  485  Witness 

considers  that  the  rate  of  speed  under  the  postal  contract  with  the  Peninsular  and 
Oriental  Company  ia  much  too  aloir,  Skami  fiAS-gifiS. 
Evidence  in  support  of  the  complaint  ns  to  the  unduly  low  speed  upon  tlie  Suez  and 

Bombay  line,  Knight  2252  et  seq.  Deterioriation  in  the  rate  of  speed  in  receut  year^ 

ib,  23o5-  aaga  The  a|>eed  on  the  Bombay  line  is  returned  as  nine  and  a-half  knots  ta 
1863,  nine  knota  in  1864,  and  eight  and  a-Half  knou  in  1865,  ib,  ftitfifi,  a6OA-fl,0o8— — 
Optmott  that,  the  speed  ahonld  be  eleven  or  elev«n-and*a-balf  knota  an  boar ;  per- 
formances of  the  Cunard  vessels  adverted  to  in  support  of  this  conclu;>ioii,  ib.  '2256- 

3363.  3268,  2260  ^Witness  attributes  the  low  speed  in  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental 

Company'a  veMela  chiefly  to  Ae  economy  praetiaed  in  the  cxpenditon  of  fuel,  iA.  SS64, 
2265.  ^280.  2293. 

At  the  present  rate  of  speed  the  mails  could  be  carried  for  the  ocean  postage  vrithout  a 

subsidy,  Kn^ht  2266.  2291  Conveyance  of  the  mails  to  Bombay  in  about  twen^ 

and  a-half  days  instead  of  twen^-four  and  a>half  days,  if  the  speed  of  the  Cunard  boata 

were  attained ;  data  for  this  ealculatton,  &.  9368-3378  Several  instances  of  the  mails 

having  been  carried  to  Bombay  in  twenty  days  and  a  l<  v.  li  i  irs,  the  shortest  time  having 

been  nineteen  days  and  six  houn,  ib.  3379,  3380  Habitual  failure  of  the  company  to 

comply  with  the  contract  apeed  of  ten  kiiota  on  bonr  on  die  Bombay  Ibie,  ib.  2389- 
3292.  2505-2507. 

tiepresentation  by  the  Indian  Government  that  a  higher  speed  than  ten  knots  an  hour 
be  reaoiicd  in  Ibtate  eontraott,  Bonr^SUen  3553— — Condaaion  aa  to  a  apeed  of  nine  and 
ft-balr  knotaan  iwar  being  too  low,  Samuda  2970. 

S.  Sugge^iont  by  Mr,  Samitda  Us  ngard  to  JZofe  ^  Sfeeds  Esgesue  tM^etd 

therein : 

Oaleulation  that  a  speed  of  eleven  knots  an  hour  instead  of  nine  and  a-half  knots 

between  Suez  and  Bombay  would  involve  an  increased  consumption  of  coal  to  the  amount 
of  37,300 /.  a-y ear,  iliat  is  for  fitty-t^*t)  voyages,  Samuda  2949— — Calculated  iticre  ise 
of  expense  for  coal  to  the  extent  of  15,800  /.  a-year.  if  the  apeed  between  Marseilles  and 
Alexandria  were  raised  from  ten  knota  to  twelve  knots,  fifty-two  voyages  being  performed 
eadb  way,  tfr.— >-EitpIanatioii  aato  witneaa  Axing  upon  a  speed  higher  by  one  knot  an 
hour  for  the  European  service  than  for  that  in  the  Indian  seas,  ili.  2919  2951. 

Total  of  680,000  L  aa  the  eatimated  cost  for  providing  new  vessels  and  improvin{; 

exittiug  onea  so  aa  to  obtain  the  inereaaed  speed  proposed,  Samuda  2^55  Witoeeb 

does  not  cont^mplnte  any  alterations  for  increasing  the  speed  from  Southampton,  ib. 
3959>  3960  Opinion  as  to  its  buing  fensible  to  obtain  a  speed  of  aa  additional  knot 

8er  hour^by  aome  slight  alterations  in  some  of  the  existing  veaaaia  of  the  Peninsular  aod 
Iritntal  Company,     3966-396^  sg!9fl-*904  Circumstance  of  twelve  knots  an  hoar 

not  having  been  maintained  in  any  enting  aervice,  ib.  2970. 

Allowance  made  for  lower  apeed  daring  the  mcoaoon  in  calculating  upon  an  aven^of 
eleven  knots  for  the  Indian  service,  Samuda  2974-3978— —Objection  to  vessels  of  less 
than  2,000  tons,  in  order  to  obtain  nine  and  a-half  or  ten  knots  aa  Iwar  in  the  eastern 
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Speed  of  Mail  Packets — continued. 

2.  SugffeitioM  by  Mr.  Saamda  in  regard  to  Rate  of  Speed,  6(c. — continued. 

sees  for  long  dmtance*,  Samuda  9979-2988  Impossibility  of  vessels  of  t,/>oo  tons  and 

450-borBe-poweT,  iDaintaining  a  speed  of  twelve  and  n-hatf  kuols  an  hour  between  Suez 

and  Bombay  without  stopping  at  Aden,  ib.  2986  Necessity  of  nearly  Afteen  knots  at 

the  measured  mile  in  order  to  get  au  average  of  twelve  knots,  ib.  2990,  2091. 

Explanations  on  the  part  0/ the  Penintular  and  Oriental  Company : 

Rcgulaiion  that,  as  regards  the  rate  of  speed,  the  company  is  bound  to  perform  the 
whole  distance  between  certain  i^pecified  ports  in  a  certain  number  of  hours,  Howell 

1239-1241.  1293-1296  Requirement   upon  the   company   to  perform  the  vtiyi^e 

betMet'U  Suez  and  Bombay  in  :^itt  hours,  or  at  the  rate  of  nine  and  a-half  knots  an  hour, 

ib.  1342-1247  Allowance  of  Iwenty-four  days  and  sixteen  hours  for  the  whole 

distance  from  London  to  Bombay,  ib.  1245-1250. 

Opinion  that  a  speed  of  nine  and  a-hulf  knots  an  hour  is  as  much  as  could  be  safely 

contr<tctfd  fof  with  the  preseirt  fleet  of  the  comp.my,  ffoteell  i'i53  Precisely  similar 

speed  of  the  vessels  of  the  French  Company  and  of  witness's  c  mpany,  ib.  1254  State- 

meut  as  to  the  avrrag^  speed  of  tlie  Cunard  steHmers  in  1859-61  having  been  nine  knots 

seven  fathoms,  ib.  1384-1404  The  B'>nibay  service  is  pcrlormed  in  something  less  than 

the  contract  time,  t6.  1429  Requin-ment  of  a  speed  of  fifteen  and  a^half  or  sixteen 

knots  an  hour  at  the  measured  mib  in  order  to  secure  a  speed  of  twelve  and  a-h-ilf  knots 
between  Suez  and  Bombay,  16.  1432,  1433. 

Explanation  that  the  speed  of  the  Cunard  vessels  is  about  ten  and  a-half  knots  an  hoar 
•  on  the  New  York  nnd  Liverpool  line,  the  speed  on  the  Boston  line  being  only  nine 
knrits  seven  fathoms,  Ilowfll  1446. 

Evidence  in  refutation  of  a  statement  by  Mr.  Knight,  that  the  company's  vessels 
maintain  an  average  speed  of  only  eight  and  a-half  knots  an  hour  between  Suez  and 

Bombay,  Howell  3000  Further  explanations  in  connection  with  the  speed  of  ihe 

company's  vessels  as  com|iared  with  that  of  the  Cunard  vessels,  ib.  3006,  3007 
Explanation  in  i^ard  to  the  alluwanoe  mndu  for  the  monsoon,  ib.  3045-3068. 

Admission  as  to  the  company  having  been  disappointed  with  the  results  obtained  on 

the  Bombay  line  for  the  last  year  or  so,  Howell  3059,  3060.  On  many  voyages  a 

much  higher  spee<l  than  ten  knots  has  been  attained,  ib.  3063  Insufficient  aliov^ance 

made  fur  the  ti  ansit  through  Egypt,  and  the  detcntina  at  Aden,  in  a  statement  purporting  to 
show  an  average  delay  of  two  aays  on  the  outwurd  passage  to  Bombay  in  1 865,  ib.  3065, 
3066. 

4^  Time  Tables  and  Returns  containing  sundry  Details  : 

Time  table  of  the  difierent  aervices  performed  by  the  company,  for  the  year  1864,  as 

approved  by  the  Post  Oflicein  November  1863,  App.  2i&-2ai  Also  for  the  year  ib66, 

as  approved  iu  October  1864,  ib.  ■2a  2-a2fi. 

Statement  showing  the  average  speed  per  hour  rn  1865  between  Southampton  and 
Aicxaiidria,  between  Marseilles  and  Alexandria,  between  Suez  and  Bombay,  and  between 
Suez  and  Calcutta,  App. 

Return  of  the  times  of  departure  nnd  arrival  as  between  Suez  and  Bombay  and  between 
Bombay  and  Suez  in  1864  and  1865,  App.  564. 

Retnm  of  the  average  performances  of  the  Cunard  mail  steamers  in  1 859,  i860,  and 
1861,  App.  562,  568. 

Return  exhibiting  the  result  of  the  transfer  of  steam  vessels  from  the  Mediterranean 
to  the  Indian  Seas,  with  regard  to  the  consntnption  of  fiiel,  and  the  speed,  App.  569. 

Returns  showing  Uie  speed  attained  00  ihe  lines  between  Liverpool  and  New  York 
and  Liverpool  and  Boston  in  the  year  1861,  App.  597,  598. 

Conchtsions  and  Recommendations  of  the  Committee  : 

Reference  to  the  u^r'^ent  of  27th  February  1866,  by  which  instead  of  the  mails  beiag 
carried  at  a  nominal  average  speed  of  ten  knots  au  hour,  with  latitude  for  divergence 
from  a  direct  line,  they  are  to  be  conveyed  between  the  ports  in  periods  equivalent  to 

an  average  speed  of  nine  and  a-half  knots  in  a  direct  line,  Rep.  v  Staiement  ns  to 

the  Indian  public  bavin<;  long  complained  of  the  low  rate  of  speed  attained  by  the 

packets,  iA.  viii  Circumstance  of  the  Peninsulnr  and  Oriental  Company  hivrag 

already  taken  steps  for  secuiing  a  greater  rate  of  speed  than  nine  and  a-nalf  knots  an 
hour,  lb.  ix. 

Recommendation,  as  regards  the  uropjsed  weekly  mail  to  Bombay,  that  ibe  time 
table  should  be  based  on  a  prescribed  speed  of  not  less  than  eleven  nautical  miles  per 
hour  between  Marseilles  and  Alexandria,  and  ten  miles  per  hour  between  Suez  and 
Bombay,  Rep.  xv  — The  tenders  should  be  required  to  state  also  terras  for  higher  rales 
of  speea  of  not  Itess  than  one  additional  bftlf  inile  per  hour,  ib. 

See  liiio '^Persia,'' I'he,  i 

iiteam 
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Steam  Vesseh  (MtxH  Service).   TficTeawd  nrpsnf^  of  the  fte&mboats  in  aboat  the  ttame  ratio 

as  ihi-  toiuiage,  Howell  14(i;i,mj4  tinun  i,  >  lie;it  in  the  enijine-room,  s  j  that  there 

is  a  lm\i,ii  per-ceotage  of  cD^ineeri^  aad  firemen  on  ttte  sick  UHt,t6.  1577-1579— — More 
roomy  cabins  in  the  PeoiasuUr  aud  Oriental  Company's  VMsda  thftttiothe  Guoard 
vessels,  the  latter  vessels  being  in  Tact  fitted  up  in  a  manner  quite  uD^nit? Me  for  the 

Indian  service,  ib.  i^So-l^'i  Purchase  or  construclion  by  tiie  coinpau^  ot  tweot^- 

dgttt  ships  since  1859,  all  of  the  firitt  clans,  ih,  1^)9^  ifiga 

Contemplated  einpl  'vnient  nf  vessfils  of  2,400  tmis  biird<-n  and  500  hor-e-povver  both 

on  ihe  Indian  side  aud  the  European  eide,  Samuda  inol.  acJ5.5  Fropoeui  coastruc- 

tion  of  five  new  ships  which,  in  addition  to  the  "  Sjula,"  shoald  Mfiee  fiir  a  weekly 
service  on  the  Indian  side  at  tbe  rate  of  eleven  kuots  an  iioinr;  ssfien  vewdis  on  this  line 
would,  however,  be  better,  lA.  «955-2957.  2989  — Altsratioits  proposed  in  three  of  the 
vessels  between  Maiseilles  and  Altxtiiidria,  011  wlii  -h  line  four  vesseh  would  be  sufficient 
lo  perform  a  service  of  twelve  kn  it s  an  iiour  weekly,  ib.  2955.  3958 — —Total  of  68o,O0OiL 
as  the  estimated  t  ost  fwr  providing  new  TCs^els  and  improving  existing  ones,  so  as  to 
obtain  the  increased  speed  prop()?i'(l,  /i.  ^95,5. 

Necesi^ity  of  nut  less  than  eighteen  montits  in  which  to  provide  the  new  ship«i,  Samuda 
SQClt  ggOS'      FiTpedienqy  of  a  leugtht-ued  term  of  cuntnict  in  consideration  of  the 

provision  of  the  :»ew  ships  proposed  by  witness,  ib.  2963-2965  Ojiiuion  as  to  its 

being  feasible  to  obtain  a  speed  of  an  additional  knot  per  hour  bv  S'jine  slight  ;ilttration8 

in  the  existing  vessels  of  the  company,  jTj.  :i(>Gr)-.:((6r).  29r)2-29|:)4  Other  sources  of 

increased  expeose  besides  that  of  coal,  in  cuouection  with  the  empbynuMit  of  lanrar  aud 
fiister  vessels,  ib,  11971 , 997s.  S976. 

LiHt  of  n«tw  vessels  added  to  the  flei't  of  the  entiipauy  sinee  Jautiy  1S59,  sllowuig 

their  tonnaij;e,  horse-power,  and  agi,'regate  cost,  App.  569. 

See  also  Speed  of  Mail  Packets.       Survey  of  Mail  Packets. 

Stearjis,  Hobnrt  If  Co.    Copy  of  te  ider  by  Messrs.  Stearns,  Hohart      Ca  ou  behalf  of 
thi-   Bombdy  and  Be  lu  d  Coiupmv,  dated  12  January  i8dfi,  Co-  two  additional  i^ff 
services  monthly  between  6uez  aad  Bombay  for  20,000  rupees  a  moatb,  -^fpx 
Set  ako  Bombay,  11.  3. 

Slephemon,  Sir  Maedonatd.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Is  chairman  of  the  Telegraph  to 
India  Company,  622  Object  (.f  the  company  to  estibbsli  the  Rr^d  Se  i  line  of  tele- 
graph, iind  to  effect  a  combiuation  of  interests,  so  as  to  secure  an  independent  line 
from  England  to  India  under  one  responsible  body,  6C3  et  seq. — — <Cn«efS  of  the  fl^nn 

of  the  Ked  Sea  line  first  laid  down,  631.  635  Grounds  for  conetocHng  tiMt  a  line  wiU 

be  successfully  laid  and  worked  by  witness's  company,  632-637. 

Great  importance  of  there  being  but  one  administration  of  the  whole  commonTcatfoD 
with  India,  so  as  to  obtain  regularity  and  des|)atc]i,  638-643  -Immense  increase  aoti- 
cipated  in  the  use  of  the  telet;raph  between  Eugiand  atid  the  East  so  soon  as  regidarity 
can  be  ^tecured,  and  the  charges  Hre  not  excessive,  641,  642— -^^Bes^On  still  TOnwiltBtt 
whether  witness's  company  shall  apply  to  Oovemment  for  any  peenninr  aid  or  con- 
ditional rnbsidy,  045^^47* 

[Second  Examination.]— Witness  dehver*  in  a  proposal  by  the  Telegraph  to  Iiidw 
Company  for  the  establisbment  of  a  fine  of  telegraphic  communicutian  by  way  of  Ei;ypt, 
8190,  9191;  and  App.  596— Abo  a  map  of  the  existing  and  proposed  lines  of  communi- 
cation with  India,  Japan,  and  Australia,  2192;  and  Afp.  658. 

Strachey,  Colonel  Richard.  (Analysis  of  his  Rvideuce.) — Was  for  tliree  years  secretarv  to 
the  Public  \Vork§  Dei-'urtment  iu  India;  iiud  trequent  opportunity  of  becomiug  conversant 

with  tiie  working  of  the  Government  telegraphic  system,  2559-2561  Uo^aestioaable 

fact  that  there  are  great  deficiencies  in  we  systt  m,  2562 — — ^Very  cheap  and  imperfect 

Constmetion  of  the  Govemoient  telegraphs,  2.563-25(5.5  Very  inadequate  salaries  of 

the  telegraphic  staff  up  to  a  recent  period,    y  j   Material  improvement  lately  in  the 

salaries,  ib.  -Steps  also  bciii^  tal<en  for  re-con>tructiog  the  line«>  thoiurh  M»i»  will  be 

a  work  of  time,  2564,  2565.  2608-4610  ^Iransmissioo  of  all  messages  tn  the  English 

hmgnag^  S^6— »Cxplanation  in  eonneciion  with  the  employment  respectively  of 

half  eairtes  and  of  natives  as  signaliers,  25G7— 2570  Inaccuracy  oi  the  view  that 

Government  prohibited  the  enployinent  of  native^  S569.  2570. 

Restrictions  subject  to  whicll  the  railway  companies  have  been  permitted  by  Govern- 
ment to  erect  ^nd  work  telegraph  lines,  2571-2574  Information  relative  to  the  action 

taken  by  the  Public  Works  Department  in  India,  iind  W  the  Govenimsnt  upon  a  pro- 
posal (or  the  formation  of  a  company  ibr  workbg  all  the  railway  telegraph  fiaes^  t57^ 
floSs— ^Non-objection  on  the  pai  t  of  the  Government  to  llie  fbrmatioB  of  a  private 
company  t<>  transmit  ci>mmcri  i  ll  messages  between  Calcutta  and  Bombay,  2579,  i^SOk 

Objection  by  Government  to  the  interference  of  a  private  company  where  the  Govern- 
ment liues  are  already  capable  of  doing  all  tiie  privete  er  eotnraeictal  hesinees,  ^580, 

2581  Unwillingness  of  G' ivernment  ro  allow  any  private  cnrn|Mny  i,>  ,vork  •z'xcept 

noder  the  Telegraph  Aet,  aud  with  a  Ucenae,  2^2,  2583  l^ece»»Uy  ot  Government 


Digitized  by  Google 


76  8TR  8TR 


Report,  1866— coniMiMr. 


Aradligf^  Ookmel  RiAard,  (AadyMt  of  his  EnAexice)-~cmUiimd. 

mamtaininn:  a  hr^a  portion  of  the  telegraphs  for  public  purpotM,  as  many  of  the  lines 

could  not  be  worked  ai  a  profit  ny  private  companies.  2584  Witness  sees  do  objection 

to  the  railway  telegraphs  being  managed  by  a  single  company,  ^^S^ 

ConMrleration  of  the  question  whether  in  the  interests  of  the  Indian  rerenue?  there 
should  not  be  an  extensive  amalgamation  of  the  Goveniment  telegraphs  with  tlie  rail- 
way telegraphs,  when  tiuy  both  ran  between  the  same  touns,  i.^^Hii  -ebo^  Belief «■ 

to  the  railway  telegraphs  being  w«ll  constructed  nnd  properly  managed,  2oti8— — 
Adtaission  as  to  the  netltty  of  iospeetioo  and  repair  of  railway  lines  m  telegraph,  as 
compared  with  the  Government  lines,  ajgi-asj^— — Pecuniary  interest  of  Government 
in  the  railways,  so  that  they  would  share  in  any  gain  resulting  to  the  latter  from  a  re> 
iarraneemmt  of  the  tdqpvph  systeoip  «6ig8-96o4. 

Doubt  as  to  the  expediency  of  Government  giving  up  the  more  remunerative  lines,  and 
retaining  only  those  wiiicb  are  not  used  for  commercial  purpojses,  2599.  2605  Ap- 
proval of  Goveniment  retaining  cnntrol  of  those  Uoei  whcfe  they  are  capable  of  doing  the 
private  business,  as  they  would  be  if  the  lines  were  oooetructed  and  managed  oa  an 
unproved  system,  2606,  2607. 

Qvoumls  for  the  conclusion  that  the  inefficiencies  of  the  telegraphic  department  will 
never  be  properly  remedied  until  there  is  a  specific  and  fixed  responsibiUty,  m  lieu  of  the 

present  system  of  the  department,  2610-2617^  ^It  is  essential,  in  fact,  that  a  special 

member  of  the  Council  in  India  should  be  directly  respoi  silil-j.  -2612-2615  Statement 

showing  the  evils  of  the  system  by  which  the  business  of  the  Public  Works  Department 
has  been  managed  by  the  Ooveraneot,  there  beiag  no  eoBtinniiy,  and  no  fixed  leapoo- 
etbility,  S6i4-<dt7. 

[Second  Examination.] — Dissent  from  the  view  that  becatise  the  Governuient 
tdi^rapbs  have  hitherto  been  badly  administered  the  proner  remedy  is  to  be  found  in 

their  transfer  to  a  private  company,  2629  Argument  tnat  the  tel^raphs  in  India 

constitute  esiientially  a  public  interest,  which  can  better  be  dealt  with  in  the  hands  of 
Government  than  of  a  private  company;  analogy  in  this  respect  between  the  telegraph 
and  the  poet  offioe,  9639,  2C30.  263g-2&|6-~~T3<mclusion  as  to  the  impraiRtaeability  of 
a  privatr-  company  finding  capital  for  the  coni^truction  and  administration  of  tel^iapbe  in 
India  without  the  aid  of  a  Government  guarantee,  2631,  2632.  2636-2638. 

Several  lespects  in  which  the  eieeotive  local  management  is  eatcnialed  to  be  more 

aatisfactury  when  under  the  Government  of  India  than  when  under  a  private  company, 
2633, 'i^(>34^— Admission  tiiat  puvule  companies  iu  India  have  u!i  the  whole  managed 

their  aflairs  very  well,  2634,  -^Z5  Approval  of  the  railway  telegraphs  still  continuing 

in  the  companies'  bands,   Argument  opposed  to  the  Tiew  that  more  efficient  and 

moie  eeonomieal  administration  is  likely  to  resnlt  from  the  motive  of  private  iittereat  than 
fronj  that  of  public  interest,  2639-2644. 

Explanation  that  the  cause  of  the  Governmont  telenajdis  not  being  ramnimratiTe  ia 
that  tbe  charges  for  messages  have  heen  too  low,  wlmst  noveroment  has  omitted  to 

revise  th<  ni  from  time  to  time,  2647  Admission  as  to  the  lines  having  in  the  first 

instauce  been  laid  duuii  by  Sir  Williani  O'&liauohnessy  in  an  unsatisfactory  manner,  he 
having  ignored  the  scientific  kno\\lc(jge  which  existed  m  England  on  ihesulgect,  2648- 

9651  Doubt  as  to  the  lines  having  been  laid  out,  as  regards  tJie  routes  pttimed*  otbeiv 

'  wise  than  was  proper  ander  the  dreonutances,  2(>52-26o4. 

BxammatioB  opposed  to  the  view  that  under  a  Government  administration  of  th* 

telegraph,  as  compared  with  administration  by  a  companjr»  commercial  interests  are 
likely  to  be  set  aside,  and  undue  preference  given  to  pohticiu  considerations,  2655-2668 

 Political  object  had  in  view  by  ihe  primary  establishment  of  the  Government  Unes, 

2655.  2659.  2668  Opinion  that  by  an  miproved  uiganisaiion  there  is  no  reason  why 

the  pubfio  or  commercial  interests  should  not  be  amply  consnlted  under  Government 

administration,  2660.  2668  Expediency  of  an  improved  form  of  public  admitiistfatioa 

in  mutters  of  commerce  and  agriculture  as  well  as  ot  the  telegraph,  ^(3^9-2674. 

With  regard  to  the  accommodation  for  passengen  in  the  boau  of  the  Peninsotar  and 

Oriental  Cornpiny,  s'^cond  class  passengers  are  not  encnura^ed,  but  there  are  constantly 
some  on  board,  aud  ttie  accommodation  provided  ior  them  appears  to  give  satistacliooi 

Strmts  Settlements.    Sunii  i  iry  (  f  I'  c  foreign  and  local  trade  and  shipping  which  it  is 
calculated  by  Mr.  Gisborne  wiU  make  use  of  the  propoeed  telegraphic  commoaicationf 
.  App.  63a. 

Strange,  Charlet.    (Analysis  of  bis  Evidence.) — Has  charge,  in  the  TreaRory,  of  all  tbe 

business  n  lating  to  telegraphs,  2193,  2194  ^The  only  lines  between  England  and  the 

East  in  wlneh  GoTernment  has  praclictilly  any  interest  ore  the  Mediterranean  iijcteusion, 

and  the  iMalta  and  Alexandria  line,  2195.  i^io  Small  and  indirect  interest  of  the 

Government  in  a  line  between  Alexandria  and  Suez,  2195-2197  Payment  by  the 

Indian  Goveimnent  of  two-fifths  of  the  originnl  cost  of  the  line  eveDtnally  bid  between 
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Strange,  Charles.    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

Malta  and  Alexandria,  a  198  Arrangements  being  carried  out  for  a  lease  of  this  line  to 

the  Telegraph  Construction  and  Maintenance  Company;  terms  of  the  lease,  2198-2202. 
2240-2244. 

Particulars  in  connection  with  the  line  between  Malta  and  Sicily,  in  respect  of  which 
Government  give  a  conditional  guarantee  of  six  per  cent  to  the  Mediterranean  Extension 

Company  on  a  capital  of  lao.oooL  for  twenty-five  years  from  1857;  2203-2209  

Consideration  of  the  question  whether  the  MalUi  and  Sicily  line  might  not  be  transferred 

to  the  lessees  of  the  Malta  and  Alexandria  line,  221 1-2217  Circumsiance  of  the 

Treasury  not  having  paid  anything  since  the  end  of  1862  in  respect  of  their  agreement 
with  the  Mediterranean  Extension  Company,  2217-2219. 

Information  relati  ve  to  the  state  of  the  accounts  between  the  lessees  of  tlie  Malta  and 
Alexandria  line  and   tlie  Treasury  up  to  13  May  1865,  from  which  date  the  new 

lease  is  to  take  eH'ect,  2220-2225  Gross  receipts  in  respect  of  messages  on  this  line, 

and  proportion  payable  to  the  Treasury  and  to  the  Indian  Exchequer,  2221-2224  

Deduction  of  ten  per  cent,  from  the  gross  receipts  in  order  to  form  a  reserve  fund  for 
repairs ;  have  sufficiency  of  this  fund,  the  repairs  being  very  heavy,  owing  10  the  cable 
being  a  very  light  one,  2221.  2225-2232. 

Good  order  of  the  Malta  and  Alexandria  cable  at  the  present  time,  though  it  can 

hardly  be  depended  upon  permanently,  2226.  2231-2237  ^Under  the  new  lease  the 

Government  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  repairs,  2228  With  regard  to  the  line  from 

Ra:;iisu  to  MalUi,  witiieds  is  not  aware  of  any  recent  communications  on  the  subject  from 
the  Austrian  Government,  2238,  2239. 

Non-objection  to  the  new  lease  of  the  Malta  and  Alexandria  line  being  submitted  to 

Parliament,  2240-2244.  2249-  Amount  of  payments  undi  r  the  Treasury  giuinmtee  to 

ihe  Mediterranean  Extension  Telegraph  Company  from  thr>  beginning  of  1859  to  the  end 

of  1862,  since  which  period  the  line  has  been  self-sustaining,  2246-2248  The  Treasury 

do  not  pay  any  subsidy  or  charge  in  respect  of  telegraphic  lines  to  India,  except  in  so  far 
as  they  gunrnntee  the  line  from  Malta  to  Alexandria,  2250,  2251. 

[Second  Examination.] — Delivers  in  a  memorial  from  commercial  firms,  shipowners 
and  others,  to  the  Colonial  OflSce,  soliciting  Government  to  make  up  the  difference 
required  by  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company  to  continue  the  present  postal  service 

between  Suez  and  Mauritius,  3*24. 

Submarine  Cablet.    Greater  wear  of  telegraphic  cables  in  shallow  water  than  in  deep  water. 
Glass  iQng- — -Very  careful  surveys  required  before  laying  submarine  cables,  io.  1659. 

1674  -Opinion  as  to  the  necessity  of  further  and  more  complete  surveys  when  cables 

are  being  laid,  Jenkin  1814  Suggestion  that  preliminary  surveys  be  made  by  Govern- 

menl  at  the  public  expensi*,  inasmuch  as  the  public  are  greatly  benefited  by  improved 
communication,  irrespeciiveiy  of  the  benefit  to  the  companies,  iL.  1814  .1826-1  1832, 
»833- 

Greftt  improvement  in  the  construction  of  cables  within  the  last  eight  or  ten  years, 

Jenkin,  1816,  1817  Success  of  those  cables  wiucU  are  the  heaviei«t  and  which  weigh 

two  Ions  per  mile  and  upwards,  ib.  1817  Advantages  and  diiiadvantagcs  of  land  lines 

and  submarine  lines  respectively,  t6.  1823-1825  Rapid  decay  of  cables  in  certain 

bottoms  in  the  China  and  other  seas,      1834.  Very  good  working  of  the  submarine 

line  from  Fao  to  Gwadur,  as  compared  with  the  land  hne,  H.  J.  Walton  ^xji,  3172  

Much  greater  cost  of  a  submarine  Une  tiian  n  land  line,  the  latter  also  being  more  readily 

repaired,  ib.  3208-3213  Much  greater  cheapnt|is  of  land  lines  than  of  submarine  lines, 

though  the  latter  ought  not  ho  often  to  get  out  of  order,  Gishorne  3337,  3338  Import- 
ance of  all  submarine  cables  being  protected  by  a  coating  suiiiciewtly  i^trong  to  withstand 

corro^iion,  Siemens  3377-3380  Much  less  cost  of  a  land  line  than  of  a  sea  line,  ib. 

3390- 

Views  of  Messrs.  Bright  and  Clark,  and  Messrs.  Forde  and  Fieeming  Jenkin,  as  to  the 
advantage  of  submarine  lines  over  land  lines  in  foreign  countries,  App.  639,  640. 

See  also  Australia,  2.       China,  2>       Singapore,  2^ 

Submarine  Telegrnph  Compimy.  Particulars  as  to  the  routes  by  which  messages  are  for- 
ward! d  to  India  by  tlie  company,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  transmission  is  carried 

out.  Sir  J,  Carmichael  747  et  seq.  Number  of  Indian  mpssac^ts,  vi&  Suez,  received 

and  forwarded  by  witness's  company  since  the  opening  of  the  Periituu  Gulf  liue,  ib.  767- 
770. 

Memorandum  submitted  to  the  Committee  by  the  company,  dated  April  1866,  relating 
to  the  (raosmissiun  of  messages  to  and  from  India  by  the  Persian  Gull  cable,  App.  a.'>6, 
667- 

Subsidies  {Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company).  Circumstance  of  the  total  subsidies  to  the 
company  reaching  an  ag«;regate  of  400,000  /.  or  twenty  per  cent,  upon  'he  paid  up 
capital,  Knight  2312  Witness  is  batisfiRd  ihut  too  much  is  paid  for  thb  service  per- 
formed by  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company,  ib.  2322,  2323  Very  lucrative 

business  on  the  Bombay  line  without  any  subsidy,  ib. 
428— I.  K  3  Total 
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SiAtidies  {Peninsular  nnd  Oriental  Compatty) — continued. 

Total  of  340,000  /.  &>i  the  lubsuiiM  of  the  oomjNiny,  instead  of  400,000  L,  as  stated  by 
.  Mr,  Knight,  Hvmll  30'24. 

Statement  by  Mr.  Chetwynd  that  the  total  sum  now  paid  to  the  company  for  the 
eonveyanoe  of  mails  between  diis  country  and  India  and  Gbina  ^inelnding  the  oonreyaitce 
of  the  Awtraltin  maib  between  tUa  eouiitiy  and  Point  de  GaUe)  is  «30^ift6l.i  App.  211. 

Seminary  by  the  Cummittee  of  the  several  subsidka  paid  under  the  diftiant  contiaeis 
trith  the  PeiiinsuLir  and  Oriental  Company,  B^.  iV|  v. 

See  alfco  JUessageries  Imperia/ea. 

Suf^,  liomlmy  and  Calcutta.    Keiurn  showing  the  actual  days  ot  departure  and  of  artlful 
of  the  mail  packets  b<'twoen  Sues  and  Bombay,  and  Suez  and  CaJeuMa,  in  1864  and 

1865,  App.  ;  14-21 7.  See  also  Bombay  I.,  II.        Calcuttu.  1. 

Svia  Canal,    Pro>pcct  of  the  Suez  Caoal  leading  to  a  reduction  in  the  co«t  of  coal  at 
Sum,  iSbawir  1584-1586.  . 

8mm  Doekt.    Circumstance  of  tbf;  Freneh  Company  bavioe  taken  steps  for  providing  dock 
acconinuifiation  at  Sutz,  the  I'enii  siilur  and  Oiiciital  rnni]wny  on  the  other  hand  not 

haviiij;  made  Suez  a  repairing  port,  MoweU  1495-1499  Question  as  to  tJte  French 

Cunipuny  having  the  right  of  applying  to  the  docks  at  Suez  the  transit  money  for  passage 

tturough  £g>'pt/  ilu  1500-1502.  1567-15C<)  Anticipated  access  of  the  Tesaeis  of 

witness's  comi  any  to  (lie  ebcks  at  Soei,  t^.  i6(i7-i570-~--yefy  fine  doeka  being  «m 
struct<^d  by  tlie  French  Company,  Kmgkt  S48& 

"Sitrat,"  The.    Statement  of  the  tonnafe  end  hone-powM"  of  this  veswl  of  the  Peninsobr 

and  Unonial  Company,  App  569, 

Survey  of  Mail  FacUts.    CimS  object  of  the  contract  of  ij  February  1866  with  the 
Pt  ninsuhir  and  Oriental  Company  to  discontiiiue  ceriaiu  surveys  of  the  packets  111  coo- 

sidt-ratton  of  the  subsidy  being  reduced  by  5,000    Mill  160  Contract  of  Febrnaiv 

last  adverted  to  as  having  been  entered  into  chiefly  with  reference  to  the  dispensing  witn 

certain  survf  yg ;  the  other  cnntrarts  arr,  however,  rei  iied  in  this,  Howell  1237,   ■ 

Discontinuance  of  the  survey  for  speed  beture  tlie  vcgaels  are  put  upon  the  line,  U}.  1296. 

Provisions  in  the  contract  of  47  Fehruaiy  186G,  dlepeDsiog  with  the  leqdmniMt  of  a 
■nrvey,  App.  227-229. 

Total  dt-duction  of  4,500  i.  in  respect  of  abandonment  of  Admiralty  sunr^  of  VBMds, 

App.  538. 

Surveys  {Skt&marku  Ttlegrapkty  See  SnJmttrmt  CoNk. 

Sydnmj.   Necessity  of  docking  accommodation  at  Sydney  ftst  the  Peninnalar  aad  Oriental 

Company's  boats,  Hovcell  1.5,50  IVi  r]i;ent  complaints  in  Sydney  as  to  the  mails  from 

England  beii^  over  time,  whilst  trom  bydney  to  England  the  service  is  very  regular, 
Stt  C  NiekoBm  3S97^«3i.  31151. 

Time  table  of  the  mail  service  from  Ceylon  to  Sydney  and  from  Sydaqf  to  Oqrlo*  ftr 
the  year        App,  218-221 — Also  lor  the  year  1865,  Ut.  aaani^ 

Contnet,  dated  »  November  1865.  between  the  Post  Ottac  aad  Ae  Ftiwdki'  vaA 
Oriental  Company  for  tfie  oonvf7ance  of  the  mails  between  Point  de G«lb  Md  flydney, 
ni&  King  George's  Sound  and  Melbourne,  App  645-652. 
Sm  wlm>  Aiirtr<aStt.  9 
**$jfritt,**  TSe.  Amonnt  of  loniwge  and  borie^ower  of  ibe  "  Sytu*"  Jlfp*  ffig. 


T. 


''TMfottf'*  Tka,  ToanngB  nnd  horse  power  of1he*'1Wijofc^'*^  56^ 

Taylor,  Tliomas.  (Analysis  ot"  his  Evidence.) — Delivers  in  to  the  Committee  a  paper 
showing  the  expenditure  of  the  Great  Indian  Peninsular  BaiJway  Company  opoa 
telep^h  service,  90^  «i<— ^Esphins  the  probaUe  tine  of  eoni|iletiaa  of  various  portiona 
of  the  company's  system  now  in  conrsB  of  conelmetiaa,  ts^3t 

Teheran.  Probability  of  some  messages  from  India  being  sent  from  Teheran  bv  the 
Russian  line,  the  responsibility  resting  with  the  official  in  darge  of  the  office  at  Teheran, 
ThmntM  «765-e768L  8f  ebo  Ftrtkh  ^  Mama. 

Telegraph  Constrvrtititi  and  Maintenance  Company.  Explanatory  statement  in  connection 
with  the  lease  uf  the  Malta  and  Alexandria  line  to  the  Telegraph  Conatmctioo  nod 
Maintenance  Company,  Glm  1624-1623  ■  ■  Concession  lately  obtained  by  witneaa's 

company  from  the  Italian  Govf  rnn   nt  for  a  V^nr  from  the  I'n  in  h  frontier  to  Sicily,  to 

be  WOROd  by  clerks  of  the  cumpany,  i&*  1637  Further  concession  also  tor  an 

indepeudent  line  flvrn  Sidly  to  BeqpMW»  ib* 
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Tdegraph  CotatnmfSan  mti  Maintenance  Company — oonliiia«d. 

Explanation  as  to  thr  steps  taken  by  witoesa's  otmptMf  with  a  vicMr  to  the  formation 
of  a  second  line  from  Sicily  to  iVlalta;  cummaoication  wHb  the  Itaiiin  Gomttment  OQ 

the  subject,  Glas*  1638,  1639.  lyi  i'iji;  ^Leaee  now  held  by  ifaft  company  of  the 

cable  from  Alexandria  10  Sue»,  t*.  Iti4i,  1(142. 

InfonuaUon  relative  to  tlie  terms  of  the  lease  about  to  ba  granted  to  the  cooipany  by 
iha  insumj  of  the  Malta  and  Alazaodria  line,  Simtgt  aigS-awM.  «t40-S844. 

Tekgnph  to  BtSa  Company  See  TAgmfMc  OMwawiMfiM  1. 17. 

TelegrapMe  OemmmkqHim  (AtuiraBa).   See  AmlntHot     '    Jam.      Sinjfi^ort,  3. 

TeUgraphic  Conaumkation  ( China).   See  Ckina,  2.      «Ktpan.      Svigapore,  2. 

2!B££6IUi>H/C  CoHMVNtCATlON  (IHOfA): 
I.  Teltyraphs  ta  India : 

1.  CoiitfVfTflMe  o/*  Opinion  oi  ioiAt  Chtat  ImportoMg  of  Tdegrapkte 

Commwii cation  with  India.  •  •  • 

2.  System  of  Telegraphy  in  the  I'rajmrnsmou  oj  Meaagcs, 

3.  Routes  by  which  Messages  are  fonoarded. 

4.  FrecmUioM  takm  m  order  to  prevent  Error. 

6.  Ortat  Error  and  Delay  experienced  up  to  a  reeaU  JPeriod. 

6.  Considerable  Improvement  during  the  last  few  Month$. 

7.  Statistics  of  the  Time  of  Trammissioa  between  India  and  Eiigtand 

ta  March  ,:!id  April. 
6.  System  of  TnuumitsioM  OH  CwiiinetUtU  LuiM  s  Gmooidoftt  M  tAe 
Subject. 

9.  Charter  made  for  Messages  to  India  ;  how  apportioned, 
I0<  Wiay  in  which  Complaints  are  set  on  foot ;  verg  tauatitfactory 
Results. 

11.  Question  of  'hr  Co  m namieatiem btbig  vmimrtokt*  bjf  Gontnmmt,  or  iy 

Private  l^hlcr/^/ise. 

12.  Very  little  interest  of  the  Treasury  in  the  Lines  to  India. 

18.  Especial  importance  of  an  iwUpeadeni  and  unbroken  LoM  of  T«&- 
gritph  unaer  one  AdttdnklraHoH. 

14.  Great  Despatch  feaslhle  under  an  efficient  S*?:'^fm. 
16.  Great  Increase  lu  the  use  of  the  Telegraph  if  the  System  were 
Efficient. 

10.  AduantaMO  ef  a  Lim  from  IklmiOk  to  CHirabar,  and  tkemoe  to 
BfaHoT 

It,  Scfiei^e  of  the  Teleprapk  io  Jadia  Comfmf  for  «aa  imiipmimi  Urn 
to  htdta,  ChinOt  itc* 

18.  Soggested  Bottiu  ftt  Sggpt  aad  DiarUUtt  oadtikOo  Mod  9m 

and  Arabia. 

19.  Other  Saggestiont  as  to  die  Lines  or  Itoute$  aoaiLAle,  end  as  to  the 

adoption  of  linprovanents  generally. 
SO.  Conclusions  and  Mecommendalumt  of  the  Committee. 

IL  Telegraphs  in  India  : 
1*  Government  T.ines : 

i.  Way  in  wimh  the  Lnies  have  been  laid  out. 

ii.  Faultii  of  Coiwtractton,  DefecOs  of  linnlalioB,  IM^ 
iik  Mamber  of  Miiea  and  Coat. 

m  Annaal  Baceipte  and  Woilcing  Expeosea;  meam  of  Urgsij 

iocreasin^  the.  former. 
▼.  As  to  the  Delays  aud  Inaccuracies  of  the  ii^stem  geoasally. 
Ti.  Line  from  Kun-ach«e  to  Bombay, 
vik  Juine  ham  Bombay  to  Calaotta,  flw. 

vfii.  Pnieiioe  in  the  TtranimiHion  of  Oavammant  and  Piimta 

Messages  respectively. 
ix.  Instruments  used  ia  Tiaiumission. 

X.  Constitution  and  Reaponsihility     ilia  T«3agca|ih  D^Mitmant* 

xi.  lVle^ra^>h  Act  of  1860. 

xii.  Details  relative  Ut  tlie  Siafi  and  Pay  of  Sisnallers«  &c..  the 

Deficieoeiiei  on  Uua  eeon^  and  dw  BeroedUea  pmpoeed  and 
adupted. 

xiii.  Meana  of  chedcing  the  occamoce  of  Bnor  end  Dday. 

xif,  Beports  nnd  Papers  relative  to  dio  Oigaoiiation  and  Admittia* 
tration  uf  the  Department. 
4S8— >I.  X  4  zv 
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Report,  1866— «Mi<nnMi^ 


TMtMGSUme  Commvsication  (India)— II.  Tdign^i»  iiulMH--coiitlmied. 

1.  Government  Lines — continued. 

XV.  Representations  of  the  Chambers  of  Commerce  in  1861,  and 

J^teps  taken  thereupon. 
xn,  Details  of  Improvemeats  on  the  score  of  Construction,  Supply 
of  InKiibtora,  ke. 

zffiL  Question  of  a  Transfer  of  the  Idnw  torn  GovenunwDt  to  « 

Private  Cunipnny. 
xviiL  GondiMHoiQ*  vA  Recoannendalioihi  of  tbe  Cominittee. 

i.  Generally  as  to  the  Working  of  tbe  Railway  Telegraphs. 

ii.  Number  of  Miles  of  Telegraph  and  Cu£t  of  Construction, 
ni.  Annual  Receipts  and  Working  Expenses. 

in  Question  of  Administration  by  a  Suyle  CompMi^. 
V.  OoodttrioM  Mil  RoeommeiidfttioM  of  tbe  Cokinutep. 

I.  Ttlegraphs  to  India  : 

1.  Concurrence  tff  Opinion  at  to  the  great  importance  of  Telegraphic  Com- 

mma^eatkm  hAA  inOa  t 
Immense  iniporiancf  of  telegraphic  communication  with  India,  in  the  interests  of  coiu- 
merce,  ail  large  sales  and  purchases  being  now  advised  by  telegraph,  N«/«un  799-809- 
814;  OwJIe  905-921  ;  JU' /IJ if Aing  1066-1073;  Robinson  II18-III9;  Oreen  1147-1154. 

1168-1172  CircunnstaDce  of  the  Indian  post  being  in  a  certain  sense  subsidiary  to 

tbe  telegraph,  Nelson  815 ;  Shand  968-973  Large  use  made  by  witness;  form  of  tbe 

telegraph  to  India,  Gladstone  iui-2-i()jo  —Secondary  impoitance  ot  the  postal  com- 
munication as  compared  with  the  telegraph.  Green  1177  The  more  distant  tbe 

.  tennini  connected  by  telegraph,  the  gieater  die  advaiittge  of  telegraph  over  postal  com- 
munication, QMome  3^74. 

2.  System  of  Telegraphy  in  the  Trammistion  of  Messages  : 

Infoi-mation  relative  to  the  system  of  telegraphy  adopted  by  the  Electric  and  Interna- 
tional Telegraph  Company  in  transmitting  tbe  messages  from  this  country  and  through 

to  India,  Jlon.  R.  Grimston  538-558  Explanation  us  to  the  nicchanical  process  used 

in  the  transmission  of  messages,  aud  as  to  the  operation  of  the  repeatiug  apparatus^ 
QUm  170S-1705. 1735, 1736. 

8,  Boutes  by  which  Message*  are  farmtrd/td ; 

InfiMrmttoii  as  to  tbe  ronteo  and  mewagee  forwarded  by  tbe  l&eetrie  and  IntemalioiuJ 

Company,  Hon.  R.  Grimsiom  491-503  Explanation  of  the  several  routes  by  which 

messages  are  sent  from  this  countiy  to  India  hy  the  Submarine  Tel^raph  Company,  Sir 
J,  Carmkkaa  746-750.  764. 

4.  Precautious  taken  in  order  to  prevent  Error  : 

Ptaetrae  of  witneis's  firm  to  send  important  raeast^ea  in  duplicate,  thoagh  involving 
double  expense,  Nelson  B13,  ^^14  Precautions  taken  hy  witness's  firm  in  order  lo  pre- 
vent error  in  the  telegrams,  ShuTid  9ti6, 967  Avoidance  recently  of  using  figures  by 

wttaaaa'*  flrn  in  tel^ikpbing,  ao  «•  to  leaien  the  ehaneee  of  miatakea,  Gtmh  1165, 
1166. 

6.  Great  Error  and  Delay  experienced  up  to  a  recent  Period : 

Very  unintelligible  luessngcs  frequently  received  from  abroad,  owing  chiefly  to  the 
employment  of  native  agents  in  India,  See.,  Hon.  R.  Grimston  517.  538.  556.  571,  57a 

 Very  mutilated  state  in  which  nie-Jn'„'c*<  from  India  trequeiitly  arrive,  Sir  J.  Car- 

miehaei  759,  7G0.  775.  783-785— Great  inaccuracy  of  the  present  system  of  trans- 

idiseion  of  messs^es,  N«i!;on  810,  811  The  tele^graphic  service  between  this  country 

and  India  has  been  disgracefolly  performed ;  gnwnda  for  this  atatement,  Shatid  QQQ, 
960. 

Very  imperfect  manner  in  which  the  telegraphic  service  was  till  lately  carrieti  out,  tbe 
arrota  and  delays  occarriog  entirely  abroad,  Uladttmu  1021-1028,  104S-1047. 1050- 
it>5«— — IBSxceediogly  inaccurate  manner  in  which  the  tele&rraph  serriee  to  India  is 

carried  out,  although  it  has  been  better  lately,  M'Miekint/  iotio-1065  Illustrations  of 

the  very  uosatistactory  performance  of  the  service.  Green  1155-1167  -Instance  of 

delay  through  a  Maltese  clerk  readmg  the  words  "  John  Brown  "  as  one  word.  Glass 

1700  Varying  time  occupied  between  England  and  the  head  of  the  Persian  Gulf 

during  the  present  year,  the  messages  being  frequently  delayed  eithw  in  Turkey  or  in 
Burope,  &  J*  Wakom  3168. 3S03-8«07. 

6.  Con/tiderable 
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TEhWaitAfBIC  COKMUNTCATION  {India) — I.  Telegraphs  to  India — COOtilllHlL 

6.  Considerable  Improotmnt  during  the  last  few  Months : 

Iniprored  working  of  file  comniumcation  withm  the  last  month  or  ao,  the  messages 

bein^  now  transmitted  in  much  less  time,  Hon.  R.  Grimston  ^^,r„  53H.  619-621  -Con- 

liderable  impruvement  lately  in  the  time  of  traiif>mission  of  messages  from  India,  the 
Kmage  now  being  •bout  fortj^'agbt  boun,  SHr  J.  Cannichud  762,  763- — Important 

improvement  in  the  transmispion  of  telegrams  from  Intiia  sine*-  the  institutiou  of  the 
present  inquiry  by  the  Hou-ie  ot  Cummona,  Nelson  829-831.  838,  839.  845-847. 

Great  improTement  in  the  accuracy  and  dispatch  of  the  tel^^ma  within  the  lest  few 

weeks,  Crake  922-9C4— — Great  improvement  in  tlie  rcpularity  and  dispatch  of  mes- 
sages iiuce  the  attentioa  called  to  the  subject  by  tltc  House  of  Coiiimons,  Slumdgl&X— 
g6$—— Important  improrement  in  the  telegrapliic  service  since  the  debate  on  the  eab> 

ject  io  the  House  of  Commons,  Gladstmu  10^-1045. 1050-1 059  Conclmioii  «e  to 

the  recent  imptoveinent  in  the  eenriee  behi^  owing  to  the  motion  in  ihe  House  of  Coip»* 

mens,  Robinson  1127-1130  CJonsiderable  Improvement  in  the  telegraphic  communW 

cation  during  tlie  last  three  or  four  month?,  Green  1210,   Satisfactioo  ill 

Galeiittft  and  Madras  with  dm  imfMored  working  of  the  tdegnph  tjt/ttm  daring  the 
pmwtyttx,  GoWsmirf  3522-3554. 

7.  Statiitie$  of  tie  Tau  of  TrwmUwm.  b^wetn  India  and  England  in 
Mar^  ana  AftUz 

Return  of  the  messages  veoeived  by  the  £lectric  and  Internatioofll  Tekgmph  Company 
from  India  during  the  monUa  of  Maivh^  ahowing  tbe  itatkm  whenoe  eadi  message  was 
sent,  the  time  of  oepattuxe,  die  time  of  amval  in  liondon,  the  time  occupied  in  trans- 
mission, and  the  loute  by  whi  lj     uveyod,  App.  ^ry-Fjh^  Return  containing  siunlar 

particulars  relative  to  messages  received  by  the  company  from  the  1st  to  the  i6tb  April, 

Instances  of  me^a<reL^  d  from  India  veiy  qwekly  by  Ibft  Saboarine  Telegraph 
Company  in  March  and  April  last,  Apf.  556. 

8.  System  of  Trantmission  on   Continental  Lines:   Conventions  on  the 

Subject  : 

Considerable  delay  owing  to  the  precedence  given  by  Continental  Governments  to  their 

own  meesaces ;  meam  of  obviating  this,  Hon.  R.  Grimston  559-570  Convention  by 

which  all  Uic  Continental  G m  r  nents  are  bound  with  respect  to  the  transmission  of 
messages  as  far  as  the  Turkish  frontier,  &r.^.  Carmichael  "jSj-jBg  —Necessary  exclusion 
of  the  English  Government  from  the  foregoing  convention  ee  not  poesessing  any  tel^ 
graphic  lines,  whiUt  on  the  Continent  they  are  all  in  Government  hands,  ib.  790-795. 

Blsme  attributable  to  the  Continental  adminisi  ratio -is  as  well  as  to  Turkey  or  lodiii 
3^h>rnreii  edys  ■     Opinion  of  the  Government  nt  India  as  10  the  expediency  of  Um 

British  Government  beinj  a  party  to  the  intfTnati  1.  il  convention  between  the  feinign 
powers  in  regard  to  the  telegraphs  on  the  Contin  11'.,  io.  2769-2771, 

9.  Charge  made  for  Messages  to  India  :  iuno  apportioned  t 

Total  of  5/.  1  s.  for  every  message  of  twenty  words  to  most  parts  of  India,  of  which 
witness's  company  receives  31.  6rf. ;  how  the  rest  is  divided,  Hon  B.  Grimston  523- 


^flg..— -The  total  charge  for  a  message  of  twenty  words  h      is.  id.x  how  apportioned, 

air  J,  Camdchael  751-754  Reference  to  a  statement  showing  the  number  of  messages 

between  the  United  Kinr^rJom  and  India,  and  between  ihe  Continent  of  Kuropc  and  In  lia, 
and  mee  versd  durirp  llie  year  1H65  ;  also  the  receipts  in  respect  thereof,  Thornton  "-1729— 
2731— Xmpression  that  out  of  2/.  ly*.  paid  to  the  Indian  Government  (out  of  a  total 
or  aIL  IX.  fiitf  a  measage  from  this  country),  io<.  ^d.  goes  to  the  internal  administration 
bi  Inilin  and  die  remnnder  to  the  Pmian  Gulf  line^  ib.  2732,  2733. 

Wi^f  in  which  the  rate  of  5/.  i  &  from  London  to  Cakntta,  and  plaeea  west  of  Calentta* 
it  neeovnted  fbr,  App.  556, 557. 

10.  Tray  in  which  Complaints  are  set  on  Foot:  very  unsatisfactory  Results : 

Communication  of  witness's  company  with  the  Dutch  Government  whenever  it  ie 
neeeseary  10  make  complaint,  the  oompbini  being  then  passed  on  to  the  next  Goven^ 

nicnt  TH  t'lr  roufu,  Hon.  It.  (Jrinuton  511-522  Difficulty  in  carrying  out  inquiries  or 

following  up  complaints  when  messages  from  abroad  are  unintelligible,  ib.  589-599  — 
GoBfM  taken  by  witness's  company  wnen  complaints  are  made  that  messages  on  arriving 
aie  nntnteUigible ;  representation  to  the  French  and  Belgium  Govemmenta  by  whom 
inqnitiea  are  matitnted,  Sir  JC  Ckmldiaei  756.  ^84-786.  792— ^^rcnmstanoe  of  thera 
bong  tog  complaints  now  under  inrestigation  in  respect  of  tdegmms  firom  India,  ik» 
7^ 

Hare  instances  of  witness's  firm  being  able  to  recover  die  money  when  the  tel^mma 

n  i^i  ii  y   r  are  nnintelli(iib!e,  Nehon  817,  818.  Expediency  of  such  an  amendment  of 

tite  present  system  as  will  enable  complainants  to  fix  the  responsibility  and  to  obtain 
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TsLEGJUPaic  COMMUNlC4TiOS  {ISDiA)—l.  Tei^rapht  to  Jadio-'-coatixkiied, 
TCdreM,  Green  I2ll-t3s8  Inimente  titnn  Ukcu  by  foreifpi QoverameuU  iti  making 

Statemeot  thi>t  out  of  109  conplkint*  received  by  the  SubmartM  '  _ 
oDly  two  h«ve  obuiacd  Bolotioii  on  refeKDM  to  the  authoritiM  ateoad,  ^fp^'sBh 


11.  Question  of  the  CommumeaHtm  bmMg  wrfiinftiftw  ijf  Gamummu  »  (jr 

Private  Enterprise : 

Prnpnsition  ibai  Government  should  take  cliarge  of  the  telegraphic  ooinmunic^iUon 
witli  Ituli.i,  and  should  charge  the  puhlir  with  its  use  with  a  view  to  the  proper  muedy 
cf  the  evila  aoder  the  present  ayateio ;  ot^ectione  to  this  piopmal  oonsidefed,  MeMadut^ 
■  1074-1078,  1089-1 loB 

Conchisioxi  db  tu  the  advantage  of  the  RerTice  beino:  If  ft  to  prifate  enlerpriie  inaieaid  of 
.  iMsiag  widertmkeii     Gaff«iri>in«ot»  Greg»  \  i8t>ti8j,  1206-1909.  IS18-IS33. 

12.  Vtrif  little  Interest  of  the  Treasury  in  the  Lines  to  Lidiag 

The  only  lin<  h  beiwcen  nniihiiKi  iin(i  tlie  East  in  which  Government  has  practically 
any  interest  are  'he  MtdilcTaiR'an  KxLcusiun  uud  ihe  Maka  and  Alexandria  line.  Strange 
2195.2210 —  Sm  ill  an.l  iikIt- interest  of  the  QovenniMut  in  a  line  between  AJii* 

andiia  and  Sut?.,  t^.  319^3197  The  Treasury  do  aet  pay  any  Kubiidy  or  aiiai|^  m 

'  xsapect  of  tclegiaphie  lines  to  India,  except  ia  ao  flw  m  ttey  guaraai««  tba  fiw  imn 
libJta  to  Alexandria,  &.  S250*a«5i. 

IS.  Especial  importattee  of  an  IndepmiuU  and  Unbroken  Lhu  of  Telegrapk 

und«r  one  Administration : 

Oreiit  importance  of  there  bfing  but  one  administration  oH  the  whole  communicatiim 
vidi  India*  Mk  «»  to  obtain  tegularity  and  dispatch.  Sir  M,  flbjN^«<nt  636-643.— 
Valuable  increase  of  accuracy  Hud  di^iiatch  if  there  were  an  inHepeiideiit  line  to  India, 
nndcr  one  reapoitsible  body.  Sir  J,  Camuchael  TjQ,  777— Great  uapurtaace  if  there 
a  Britisii  line  of  telei^raph  aJI  tiie  way,  Ntlnm  816— Importasicc  atim  hed  by 
witneen'e  cowpangr,  to  the  coinbinatioo,  under  one  aoanagemeut,  of  the  railway  tele- 
flrapbe  in  India,  and  «f  thalinat  Iwtween  India,  and  fiiuland,  Glau  168^-1 687' 
Bxpediency.  of  tU  pmpoaed  atleinntivn  fontoa  being  iMmr  one  manpymen^ 
1820,  i8si. 

11.  Great  Dispatch  feasible  under  an  efficient  System  : 

Facility  of  spcakiag  direct  to  Constantinopk  U  the  forcigii  Governments  were  so 

minded,  Jion.  li.  GrimstoHf  £03-505  Exceedingly  short  time  ia  which  tba  messages 

might  be  trunt^mitted  if  themnrsie  unbroken  and  uniaierrnpted  lines  of  oomoinnication, 

5f34-,;H7  Instaitoe  of  tba  gtaat  speed  ikni  may  be  attained  by  having  an  tnde* 

penili!(»t  line  thronglioiri  \tlati  1737,  173^-  1741— —very  few  hours  in  which  messages 
nuebt  bti  tranautiued  belweeu  England  and  lodia,  if  there  were  one  unbroken  roato 
WMW  Eoglisl^ management,  Forde  1809 — — CSalenlation  that  the  traasmission  of  meiisages 
between  India  and  £n>;tand  would  not  occupy  more  than  about  tbine  bonm»  if  diiBM 
were  a  line  entiialy  undar  English  managemeat,  Jenhitt  1822. 

Oircomstance  of  witness  having  tcU  graphed  from  London  direct  totTonsk,  in  Siberia, 

iDsi.ir  i.i[if  ru^'y,  Siemen.-i  3403         Meclianical  contrivances  by  w'ucli  messages  mav  be 

»ent,  without  repetition,  from  Loodoa  direct  to  Calcutta,  St^  it  tlie  lines  wees  pwpeKly 
•dministeied,  tt.  34e9<i-MiOk 

1ft.  Great  increase  m  the  Use  of  the  Telegraph  if  tke6,^»ttm  nwre  e^ient  : 

.  Immense  inenme  anticipated  in  tbe  ose  of  the  telegraph  between  England  and  tbe 
Fast,  as  soon  as  regularity  can  be  securt^d,  and  tl  i-  i  l  irges  are  no  1  excessive,  Sir  ^f. 

Stephenwn  641,  648  Large  increai>e  of  businesii  if  regatarity  and  accnncy  oould  be 

aecured.  Sir  J,  Carmieim^  778  Great  inofstso  » tbensa  of  iw  tsl^gniih^  if  Ikamai- 

mnnicaiiMi  wwa  more  eAdeni,  Nel$(m  81  a. 


18.  Jdm^K ^nIAufrm HAmmlk Is Gflraitar,  and rtwssij  MmUmt 

BeI!T^f  tlir.t  ia  lime  it  will  be  necessary  to  lay  a  line  from  Falmouth  to  Gibraltar,  and 
from  Gibraliar  to  Malta,  so  ais  tu  secure  an  independent  line  to  India;  prospect  of  tbis 

scheme  being  carried  out,  67«n«  1710.  1731-J734  Ouinion  that  the  best  route  for  an 

independent  line  to  India,  is  1  hat  originally  prcqpoaed  by  Mr.  Qlsbom^  by  way  of  Falmontli, 
Gibmltnr,  Malt^  ka.^Farde  1799,  iteOt 

n. 
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TBM,^9MMBIC  CoMMVMlCATIOfi  {iNDtAy—l.  TeUgraphs  to  /n(/<a— continued. 

19.  S^ttm*     tkt  Tekfrapk  to  India  Compaiijf,J'or  <m*  IniiifauUtit  Iam  I» 
Jki&r,  CUm,  fte. : 

Object  of  the  "Telegiaph  to  Ind.a  Company"  to  establish  the  Red  Sea  line  ot  tele* 
graph,  and  to  eliiect  a  coinbiiMti«o  of  interests  so  as  lo  secure  an  independent  line  from 

England  to  Lidift  nnder  one  responsibte  body«  8k M.  Stephmson  623  etseq.  Queitioa 

still  undecided  whether  witness's  c  >ri>pnnyshiiU  Kppiy  toOoverooMttt  for  any  ptcaaiarf 
•id  or  conditional  »ubsidy,  U>.  645-647. 

Statement  submitted  by  Sit-  Hacdonald  StepfaHison  in  explanation  of  the  propoMtion 

forflie  eslablishiiieiif,  under  one  control  and  management,  ol'  the  telegraphic  coinmani- 

cation  trom  England  to  Ef^pt*  India,  China,  and  the  Australian  ctdonies,  Aftp.  £06-  • 

(MeahtiM  diet  tbe  whole  tjtHim  may  be  eompleted  in  four  yeftrijp  A, 


18.  Suffgested  Routet  vift  Bgjfpt  md  DiarMdr  aad  vit  rile  JRatf  Aft  and 

Arabia. 

Important  aHrantagett  oi  the  route  by  the  way  of  Egypt  and  the  Red  Sea,  Sir  M. 

atephenson  623  etseq.;  Clark  675.  681-688  Stateb)ei)t  showing  (hat  by  using  tbe 

route  of  tbe  valiey  of  the  Nilc^  tbere  woeld  be  «  great  mviog  9t  submariue  cable }  nig- 
gestvuis  as  to  the  detailed  rovte  derimble,  Clan  688-700—— ^Advantages  of  the  line 
propped  by  witness  across  Egypt,  &c.,  in  conneclioR  with  tbe  new  tine  between  Alex* 
aodria  and  L)iariid(.ir,  H.  701-704.  743,  744^ 

Goncluskm  as  to  the  fyraetieability  and  lafety  of  a  line  down  tiie  Red  Sea  from  Sooalcin 

to  Aden,  and  po  oi»  by  the  southern  co^st  uf  Arabia  to  the  eutrdnce  of  the  Persian  Cni'S, 

and  to  India,  6r/t<«s  1664-1676.  1727-1730.  1739,  1740  Line  proposed  to  be  ustxi 

by-witness's  company  as  far  as  Souakin,  vid  tise  Ri  d  Sea  route,  »■  1664—167O  • 

Means  of  obtaining  tbe  entire  control  of  a  line  through  ££jpt  by  an  annual  payueilk 
to  tbe  Viceroy,  ih.  1 733.  1 75 1  - 1 764- 

Progress  being  made  in  tbe  oonstnietion  of  the  Eeyptiaii  l.ne  to  Souukia,  i^ordl 

1801  Facility  of  layinga  line  •uoceeefnlly  between  Maesorah  and  Aden, Fonie  180a- 

1804;  Jenkin  1814. 

1».  OA«f  AryyesCiomr  at  io  ike  IAu»  or  RatOee  amdUUtf  and  a»  tk» 

aihpdcm  of  Intprovemertts  gtmrally  : 

Suggestion  as  to  the  alternative  tines  available  or  desirable  for  telegraphic  commanica- 
tion  with  Ihdia,  JSTen.  Jt.  Giimtton  537— Expediency  of  there  bang  eeveial  linea 

between  this  country  and  India,  Clark  cn75  Great  eonvenicnre  if  a  sepainii  tel*' 

graphic  line  could  be  reserved  for  mercantile  roessa-^es,  Robinson  il4<i-t  144. 

Expedimiey  of  a  dopKcate  line  of  telegraph  to  India,  so  as  to  pretNmt  the  eofttingency 

of  loss  of  communication,  Grten  1173-1176  Grrat  mproveitienl  in  the  telegraphic 

service  if  there  were  two  wirc!*  Hevofed  eutireiy  to  the  comn.unication  with  India  Irom 

London  to  the  head  or  the  Perman  Qalf,  t6.  1180-1482.  1206-1209  Ronte,  ind** 

Modenily  of  Puis,  to  be  afiiMded  by  the  oonetroction  nf  n  line  vid  Ragusa  to  BMgaii ; 
neifitietand  advanto^  of  sndi  a'!i«B,  Obm  if'53-i^59-  1706-1711.  i722-i7t6-^— 
Perfect  line  all  the  wny  to  India  if  ui  independent  line  wei-e  permitted  through  France 
as  well  as  through  ]%ypt;  diiBcuiiy  in  obtaining  such  permiasion  from  the  French 
Oovemment,  ii.  1746-1754. 

Advantage  of  a  lino  by  the  Persian  Gulf  route  in  addition  to  one  by  the  Red  Sea,  each 
line  beiiu;  moreover^oined  together  at  various  poiiita,^«iiAi/i  i8i8-i8ao— —  Jflemorandom 
4elifOTBa  in  cnotainuig  sui^estiona  for  improving  the  system  of  telesrHphie  commttid* 

cation  so  far  as  relates  to  llie  lines  bi^t'Vf>er!  London  and  Constantinople,  Sir  J.  Car- 

michael  183K  Su&icient  means  ot  comuuinicution  between  England  and  India  for 

some  years  to  oome  if  the  several  existing  lines  were  made  ploperJy  ttaikblei,  and  if 
additional  wires  were  added  to  them,  Gisbome  3308,3309. 

Arrangements  suggeeted  by  tbe  Madras  Chamber  ol'  Commerce  in  letter  of  gth  April 
1886  for  impiDfing  ue  e6deiK7  of  the  eer«ie«{,  Jfp»  617. 

SO.  OuKhaiion$  and  RttmmndaHtm    lie  CammUtee: 

Summary  by  tlie  Committee  of  the  routes  now  nsed  in  tiie  tnin=!inissinn  of  telegraphic 
messages  between  England  and  India,  Rep.  ix,  x  Great  political  and  com  i.erci.d  im- 
portance of  permanent  means  of  communication  with  Tndia  by  a  tele^rraphic  service  at  all 
tienea  ftvailable  and  to  be  depended  upuo,  A.  tx«— —  Hemarlts  upon  the  modea  m  which 
the  reeeipM  for  neeaasw  arp  dtetributed,  jft.  xi.— — Abarace  of  any  continuona  reaponai- 
hility  under  the  present  sy«t  n  ,       1  a?  t  f  it  lifficnity  is  experienced  in  tracing  where  the 

numerotm  delays  and  inaccuracies  atit^e,  ib.  Very  few  instances  of  the  public  beii^ 

wtceiafal  in  obtainhig  oompenealion,  til 

Consideratioti"  (o  the  imperfections  in  the  several  exifliing  routes,  more  r  =  p,  <  iaUy 
through  the  defective  working  oF  the  lines  in  Turkey,  Rep-  xi.,  xii.— — Remarns  upon  the 
piOpo»ed  newaervioe  to  India  by  way  of  Egypt,  under  arrangements  witli  the  Telegraph 
to  India  OonjM&y,  und  with  a  view  to  the  tranamiasion  of  meeaagee  all  the  way  to  the 
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Report,  iM^-HmifuNMdL 

TtLBOiUPHIC  CoMMVyiCATro\  (India)— I.  Telegraphs  to  India— ^.ontinued. 

20.  Conciatioiis  and  Recommeniatinr^x  of  the  Committee — continued. 

£apt  under  one  ci'HtroI,  Rep.  xiv,  Grcai  advanlage  of  undivided  contiol  and  manage- 

nMot,  sofar  as  may  bo  practicable,  ib. 

Grunt  (liffif 'iltv  in  obtaining  redress  for  irrcjiularities  of  transmission,  owing;  to  the 
great  number  ot  ditit-rent  ailininistration*  Ihruut^h  whit  h  the  messages  have  to  pass,  and 

the  impossibility  of  identity mg  tlie  locality  of  tlie  mistake,  Rep.  xiv.,  xv.  Concluaion 

aa  to  the  iuexpedicnc}^  ot  the  means  of  telegraphic  ooramumcation  with  India  being 
dependent  upon  any  single  line,  or  »ny  single  system  of  wires  in  the  hands  of  sereraf 

foreign  Clovernments,  and  under  several  distinct  responsibilities,  ib.  av.  Expfdi'  ni  v  of 

Grovernment  support  in  aid  of  the  proposed  commuaicatioD  between  Alexandria  and 
Bombay  by  way  of  the  Red  Sea  and  Aden,  on  the  prindplA  of  a  line  piMitieftUy  under 
one  manegeinent  and  KSponatbitity,  li.  z?i. 

IL  Td^gn^  im  India  s 

I.  GMWrnmenf  Lines: 

i.  Way  in  which  the  lines  have  been  laid  out: 

Defective  arrangements  in  the  telegraph  lines  of  India  not  taking  the  course  of  th^ 
railways,  C/orA- 667-674  Expedipncy  of  the  concentration  after  a  time  of  the  tele- 
graphic lines  in  India  along  the  main  Imes  of  rail  war,  with  branches  from  the  principle 

stations, «(.  730-738  Facilities  oflbred  by  the  railways  for  the  laying  of  teteerapb 

lines,  it  being  neeesMiy  however  to  extoid  them  to  districts  not  trATeraad  by  nailiray, 
Adiey  2166. 

Doobt  as  to  the  lines  liMvin^  been  laid  oat,  as  regards  the  routes  pursued,  otherwise 

than  was  proper  under  the  cn-cuinptnnces,  5^r/icA«y  2652-2654  Political  object  liad 

in  view  by  the  primary  establishroent  of  the  Government  lines,  ib,  2655-2659.  2668. 

Great  importance  of  the  mam  lines  of  telegraph  in  India  being  as  mudi  as  posnUe 

coincident  with  the  lines  of  railway  comnninkatiui),  Thornton  2783-2799  Aclvantajje 

of  branch  telegraphic  lines  being  connected  witli  the  main  Imes  along  the  railways  rather 

titan  of  their  being  formed  independently  from  point  to  point,  ii.  2791-2799  Approval 

of  branch  lines  to  any  town  being  made  from  the  nearest  point  on  the  main  line  of  railway 

communication,  ib.  2795-2799  Statement  as  to  tlie  Government  lines  of  telegraph 

bein^,  to  .1  considerable  extent,  coincident  wiih  the  lines  of  railway,  ib.  2800-28  )5  

Grounds  upon  which  it  was  probably  expedient,  as  a  temporary  armngement,  to  lay  down 
the  Government  lines  irrespectively  of  the  railway  lines,  pending  the  completion  of  the 
latter,  ib,  2805-2809. 

Construction  of  the  lines  in  the  first  instances  chiefly  for  Government  and  militaiy 
purposes,  Robiiiton  2831,  2832  Practice  of  bringing  tlie  Government,  Knes  as  muea 

as  possible,  into  hnrmuny  with  tlie  lines  of  railway  communication,  as  the  latter  become 

completed,  ib.  2848.  2855.  2206-2908  Mentiuu  oi  several  important  telegraph 

lines  where  theie  are  neither  railways  nor  roads,  iind  where  repairs  are  extremely  diffieiuti 
ib,  2849-2851-— Advantage  of  loop  tines  instead  of  direct  branch  lines^  ib»  28£4> 

ii.  I'aulis  of  Consimction,  Defects  of  insulation,  ice: 

Bad  condition  of  the  Governn.ent  lines  in  the  North  Western  Provinces,  owing  to  the 

defective  insulator?,  Ha/<(»n  2074-2076.  2079  Very  defective  insulators  used  on  the 

lines ;  belief  as  to  these  having  been  introduced  by  Colonel  Douglai,  ib*  3075-2076— 
Very  bad  slate  <^  the  telegraph  posts,  whilst  there  is  a  great  want  if  insalators,  Kniffki 
2436. 

Very  cheap  and  impeifiect  construction  of  the  Oovemment  telesraphs,  Straehq  25^- 
2.065  Admission  as  to  the  lines  having  in  the  first  instance  liMn      down  by  Sir 

'Wiiliom  O'Shauuhnes^y  in  an  unsntisfactory  manner,  he  having  ignOfed  the  SCieotiSe 
knowledge  which  existed  in  England  on  thesubje*^  t6.  3648-265U 

Explanation  as  to  some  delay  in  the  supply  of  insoiators  fimn  fliis  connhy  fat  die 

Indian  lines,  Thornton  2699.  270G-2711  Corrci  ti  n  of  a  statement  by  Mr.  Walton  as 

to  the  insulators  which  have  Itiiled  ;  thoi>e  of  Cotunel  Douglas  and  Captain  Mallock  not 
having  latled  at  all,  ib.  2700-2703  It  was  Colonel  Douglas  who  omitted  to  send  the 

specifications,  in  the  first  instance,  which  caused  the  deUiy,  ib.  2708-2710. 

Deficiencies  of  original  construction,  nmnv  of  the  lines  having  been  much  ill|llind 
dnrir^  the  mntinyuDd  having  been  re-estabi is he<l  in  gteat  haste, /?oZ)inson  iHVj.tBBj—— 
Very  bad  insoiators  on  the  line  from  Kurrachee  whi  n  the  Persian  Gulf  line  was  opened, 
improved  insnlators  being  now  in  course  of  erection,  ib,  2872.  2875,  '^876.  2880.  2882 
 l-.i.ornjous  oistrintes  lormerly  between  the  stiitions,  t^o  tluit  it  was  necessary  to  uo  a 

Sreut  ui)>tance  in  order  to  discover  and  repair  injuries  to  the  line,  ib.  2873  Gause  of 
lilure  ot  porcelain  insulators,     a676-2878— Gonriderable  delay  in  thus  mantifiMtun 

of  the  i  cw  insulutors,  ib.  2880.  2912  Extremely   defective  system  of  insnlailOIS 

adopted  in  the  first  tustance  by  bir  William  O'Sbaughnessy,  ib.  39l3Hi9l5. 
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TmLBOBAPMIC  CnMMfmiCATtOn  {India)— U.  TeJegrapht  in  JmA'a^  eondnii«d> 

1.  Gmernment  Lines — ii.  Faults  of  Construction,  4:c. — continued. 

Statement  in  report  tra  Coloael  Douglas,  of  1st  February  1865,  relative  to  the  bad 
inrabtioii  of  eonie  of  the  fines  and  tbeiemediee  reqoiied,  App.  274,  275.  277, 478. 

Extract  from  letter  from  the  OflflciaiiiiL^  Director  of  Tele^aplis,  Western  Division, 
dated  15  November  1H65,  as  to  the  injurious  results  of  the  noa-orriTal  of  iosolaton,  kc* 
from  England,  App.  446, 447. 

Complaint  in  report  by  the  Director  General  of  Telegraphs,  in  December  1865,  relative 
to  ttie  non-arrival  of  ingulators  and  tele<^raph  stores  from  fioglaod,  J[p^.  445,  446. 

iii.  Number  of  MiK  s  and  Cost. 

Total  of  considerably  more  than  a  million  of  capital  sank  in  the  Ooyernment  lines,  Adley 

2170  ^Total  of  about  14,500  miles  of  lines,  Kobimon  1896,  2897.  2899  Charge 

against  the  capital  account  of  expenses  of  SMMostruction  after  the  mutiny,  iLo*,  ib.  2901, 
9002^— Total  capitnl  expen^tare  of  1.146,861  L  in  respect  of  the  Oovemment  telegraplut 
.  «ptothe  o£Bcial  year  1863-64,  App.  615. 

Total  of  about  14,500  miles  of  Government  telegraph  lines  in  India,  which  have  been 
cxHMtrneted  at  a  cost  of  1,146,861 1,  Rep.  ziiL 

iv.  Annual  Receipts  aud  Working  Expenses;  means  of  largely  increasing  the 

fovmer: 

Aggfregate  loss  of  some  130,000/.  a  year  by  Government  on  their  telegraph  system, 
Adley  2164  Great  iucrea^e  in  the  revenue  from  messages  if  the  work  were  properly 

Srformed,  t&.  21G5  Way  in  which  the  estijnated  annual  loss  of  130,000/.  on  the 
wemment  teKgriiphB  is  made  up,  t6.  2169,3170.  2172-2176  WitUMS  considers 

tliat,  with  proper  management,  and  in  private  hands,  the  telegrapba  in  India  wopid  pay 
from  10  to  15  per  cent.,  ib.  2171. 

Total  of  77,644/.  recelTed  by  Government  in  1  SG,'>  on  aoconnt  of  private  memeei^  and 
of  12,457/.  on  account  of  service  messages,  Xhming  c62a  Explanafion  thatmie  cause 

of  the  (jover.inient  teleijjraphs  not  beiiio;  remunerative  is  that  the  charges  for  messages  have 
been  too  low,  whiliitGoveri^uieiit  lia^  ouiitted  to  revise  theui  Iroui  time  to  time,  Sbrachey 
«6^^__PtobBlrility  of  their  bein*;  tralfie  enough  to  letntm  a  piofit  on  both  the  Chivenw 
ment  lines  and  the  railway  lines,  if  the  required  improvements  were  fully  carried  out, 

Thvrnlon  2812-2814  Dissent  from  the  assumption  that  Government  is  disiposcd  to 

regard  lightly  the  quesiion  of  profit  or  loss  on  their  telegraph  system,  ib.  2815-2821. 

Gross  revenue  of  abont  100,000/.  a  year,  the  anniml  loss,  exclusive  of  mterest  00 
capita],  being  abont  40,000  £,  JtoMisoa  sSgS-SQOl-^^Causes  of  the  levenoe  being 

hitherto  insufficient  to  meet  the  working  expenses,  ib.  2903  Witness  has  raised  the 

rates,  and  aniicipaies  that  in  tiiree  or  four  years  the  telegraph  will  pay  its  working 
ozpaniesy  or  more,  U>.  2904, 2905. 

Chanpes  proposed  by  Colo nc!  DuULUts  In  F-  l  nary  1865  in  the  existing  rules  of  the 
d^artment  respecting  messages,  and  the  cnarj^es  made  fur  tlieir  transmission,  App,  483— 

Steps  taken  by  tlie  Government  of  India  in  June  1865  for  the  appointment  of  a  Com- 
mittee for  revising  the  rates  and  system  of  charges  for  telegraphic  messages,  Afp,  504, 
606» 

Statement  of  the  working  and  maintenance,  expenses,  and  receipts  of  the  Government 
line*  in  the  year  1863-64,  showing  a  net  loss  of  4ott93^  irrespective  of  intereiit  on  capital. 

Summary  of  statements  of  receipts  and  expenditure  on  account  of  tbt  GovcniNIMlt 
electric  telegraphs  (njni  Uie  year  1850-51  to  1862-64,  App.  616. 

V.  As  to  the  Delay  and  Inaccoracies  of  the  by  stem  generally: 

Statement  aa  to  the  delaya  on  the  linca  in  India  being  as  great  as  on  the  linea  in  Torkeyi 

8Ce>,  Hon.  R.  Grimston  569-571  Illustrations  of  the  very  unsatisfactory  and  inaccurate 

performance  of  the  telegraph  service ;  suspicion  of  traud  in  transmitting  the  messages 

m  India,  CroAtf  925-931 ;  Green  1155-1167.  1196-1198  Doubt  as  to  there  beingany 

diibiclination  on  the  part  of  thelndian  Government  to  inquire  into  complaints,  or  to  improve 

tlw  poMtioa  of  tile  aarviee  aoder  their  charge.  A,  1 188-1 193  Very  inaccurata  manner 

m  woieii  mesai^  an  transmitted  irom  the  interior  of  India,  Chn^ter  190a,  1903. 

Instances  of  the  excessively  defective  working  of  the  Government  lines  in  India,  Adley 

9122.  2124  Statement  as  to  the  public  preference  for  the  East  imliaa  railway  telegraph, 

on  account  of  its  speed  and  regular  worlojig,  aacompared  with  the  great  irregularity  and 

alowneia  of  the  Govenument  nstam,  ib.  si 30-2 135.  2187-2189  At  present  it  may  be 

aaidthet  the  public  in  IncBanave  no  telegraph  at  all,  ib.  2153  Of  twelve  mesaages, 

consifitlnj^r  uf  only  three  words,  ten  took  tw(  i  t\  -f.  ur  in  urs,  one  took  eight  hours,  and  Ode 
took  thirteen,  to  go  a  diatance  of  500  miles,  by  the  Government  hnes,  ib.  Si 68. 
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TkLBOMAmmc  Communicatios  (Inoia) — il.  TdtgHapkt  ut  huKa—cootiavitA. 

1. —  GotyrnmeMt  Lints — y.  As  to  Dela\*s  nnd  Inaocaiuciet,  &ic, — continued. 

Wilh  respect  to  the  Gorernment  telegraph  linea  complaints  an  Keoeral  ot  the  iosaffi- 
ciency  of  the  whole  system,  Arifki  •4tt-«4g6-^  CDntMiteoai|ikint««f  aiWMgMbiiaif 

divulged  by  sigiiallerft,  ib. 

Unqoc«ttoaable  het  thnt  there  are  p^reat  de&cieociea  ia  the  system,  Strachey  3562  >• 

Exception  taken  to  a  statement  by  Mr.  Grimston  that  thed^ys  have  been  ai  great  on 

the  Indian  system  as  on  the  Turkish  system,  Thornton  2693  Ke-sutt  of  inquhi^s  made 

by  tlie  Government  of  India  in  18G1  lu  coiisequeuce  of  freqin  nl  com[)!iuiits  tlieu  oiude ; 
conclusion  as  to  thu  irtiuial  ediciency  of  the  telegraph  i'l  India  at  tiuit  penoLi,  ib.  2693- 

2696  Further  reference  to  the  amount  <lf  c^iay  on  the  Tarkiah  aad  Indinn  lin>>« 

RiqM><!<ivel]r ;  AdsuMHOB  «•  to  til*  gfMii  delay  on  the  lattor,  tfioagfc  everytbjng  is  i>cin^- 
.  'dooe  in  the  way  oi  improvement,  ib.  2693.  2737-3746. 

Great  dtftaibiaction  with  the  workinc  of  the  department  when  ivttueas  aocoeeded  to  iU 
■  diarge,  EMnmn  «8«6- — ^Vety  few  mntakei  witthi  the  lait  few  montbe  m  tlie  Indbia 

portion  of  the  telegraph  communication  wilh  this  country,  ib.  2840  ^The  coed- 

..pfaunto  itiade  before  Uie.  Committee  mostly  go  back  to  a  period  since  which  immense 
improtementa  have  been  carried  oot^  li.  ftSift. 

Extracts  from  the  opinions  of  the  several  leading  merchants  of  Calcutta  in  iSfn  rela- 
tive to,  and  in  atrong  condemnation  of  the  working  of  the  telegraph  department,  on 
aoeonnt  of  the  great  delay^  and  the  constant  inaoenracy  in  the  mesngea,  Afp,  430-4ft4. 

Tabular  sfaterncnts  of  the  maxima  and  minima  time  intervals  of  messages  from  Calcutta 
to  Agra,  and  from  Bombay  to  Agra  in  1863  ^nd  1864^  great  improvement  to  the  latter 
yewr,  J^.  494, 495. 

Ti«  iiine  fitNB  Kiifncbce  to  Bombny  1 

Impression  that  much  of  the  inaccuracy  of  the  telegrams  exists  in  tiie Une betwceti 
Kurrachtre  nnd  Bombay,  Ntiiam  83^841      Considerable  room  for  improTement  in  the 

tdegraphie  lerriee  lietween  Knnaehce  nnd  Bombay,  Onen  iigg-iao^  Very  bad 

condition  of  tlie  line  b«twe«D  Kwitclica  mnd  Bombny  when  witneae  eaw  U  tbiec  yean 
1^0,  Greater  1957,  1958. 

Very  bad  tfate  of  the  fine  between  Kurrachee  and  Bombay,  there  being  moreover  a 

deficiency  of  clerks  at  Kurrachee,  U.  Walton  2077,  2078  luaianccs  ot  great  delay 

before  tiaoainisaioa  from  Kurrachee,  ib.  2077  Transmission  of  messages  through 

Knrreeliee  without  tbeir  being  iranatated  at  that  point,  ib»  fogy,  M98. 

Statement  m  to  the  excea/ively  inefficient  working  of  ilie  line  between  Kurrachee  and 
Bombay,  the  complamu  bein^  incessant  but  without  redress,  Knight  3435-0431!'-— 
There  has  been  ytUe  amelioration,  if  any,  in  the  Bombay  line,  ib.  2433,  3434. 

The  Government  of  India  have  been  doini^  everythjn-:;  to  improve  the  Lne  betivcen 

Kurrachee  and  Bombay,  Thornton,  3696  Exaggerated  stateaeoto  made  as  to  the  time 

occupied  by  messages  between  Kurrachee  and  JEHWibey  and  between  Csleiiitn  nnd  K|n^ 

racher   Fnhinsou  '2^43  Nature  of  the  former  deficiencies  of  the  line  from  Kurrachee 

to  Bombay,  which  caused  sm  ii  complaint,  il/.  3869-3876  Steps  taken  Ibr  putting  up 

a  second  wire  between  Kunacl^ee  and  Bombay,  to.  3879-2883  Witness  also  hopes 

there  will  soon  be  a  double  wire,  properly  insu  ated  from  Kurrachee  to  Calcutta,  ib.  2^3. 

Further  statement  that  improvements  liave  been  goin^  on  over  the  Kurrachee  and 
Bombay  lines  as  well  as  over  other  lines,  and  that  complamts  of  delay  and  imiccuracy  in 
this  line  hare  been  mach  exigj|emted,  Robinson  3916-2986— —Rsaggeimted  character 
of  certain  ■tataments  as  to  the  dme  oocnpled  between  Calcutta  and  Knrrachee,  id.  a 931, 
t99S. 

Great  improvement  since  the  end  of  last  year  in  tfie  service  from  Kurrachee  into  the 

interior  of  India,  H.J.  fF3«/*»»  3119-3 1  23.  3133  Considerable  delay  experienced  in 

some  instances  at  Kurrachee  through  the  detective  working  of  the  lines  in  India  ;  ^eat 

improvement  having  however  btterly  taieapiace^  ti.  3124-3120.  3^33  auggestipns 

made  by  witoeea  for  improving  the  oourseofKue  eastward  of  Kamehee.  li.  3i66-7-> 
Impri'fisioa  as  to  the  average  tune  now  occupied  between  Kurrachee  and  Ca!  utia  bang 
from  filieeu  to  eigbtet^n  liuurs  ;  Colonel  R  >binson,  however,  is  u  better  auiliority  on  this 
poini,  16.3169,3170.  32 1 4-3231  ■  Very  siiort  time  required  between  Kuirachee  and 
Calcatta  if  tbe  line  were  m  n  pcoper  state,  ib,  siS^-aiSa  3«i7-39ai— — F^irther 
refiarence  to  tlie  oeearrenoe  on  one  occasion  of  lome  «HWiderabk  dela^  befbie  messages 
could  be  rorwiifl  ^  t  int>  India  froin  Kumolw*,  tbio  WW  pertly  owwg  to  ••betwction 
caused  by  the  tlood»,  ii/,  3195-3302 

Very  rapid  worktne  om  the  Use  firom  Konadiee  10  Bombay  at  the  praeent  time,  tiM 

scivice  )iaviii<r  been  i^reatiy  improved  Since  the  peilod  of  the  opening  of  ibe  Persian  Qulf 
•  Hne,  (?oW«»i»rf3525-;i53i.  .  ■ 

Letter  tarn  Mr.  Wulton,  «•  diraetor  .of  the  Min&nui  Co^t  ^nd  Suhmviiw  Tekgraph 
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TKLWMAFBIC  COUMUNICATION  {JsDIA) — II.  Tdtgrapki  in  ludia—onntiaued. 

I,  Govemmiut  Lute* — n.  Line  fruui  Kurncltee  ta  £o(ubay — continved, 

in  t866»  with,  refermcg  1o  tbn  defective  woirfcin^  -of  tbe  telegraph  batveea  Kwruhee 

wad  Bombay,  and  the  cauaes  thereof,  App.  431-433. 

Extract  from  report  of  Lieuteuant  Colonel  Robinson*  dated  S3  December  1865,  with 
reference  to  ttir  eletc  6f  the  fine  hetween  Kurraslne  md  Bomlwj.  and  thteeib  conie- 
qaent  upon  the  d^y  in  the  airivnl  of  inenliiwe  and  (eleKniphttiairee  Sum  Eaglt»ttd,Afp. 
445, 44(>. 

Information  supplied  by  \hf  officiating  director  of  telegraphi,  western  diri^ioD, 
in  November  lSt>5,  relative  to  tlio  line  hetween  Bomhiiy  and  Kiirrachrc,  860  miles  ia 
length,  the  improveoieat  effected  iu  its  woikiog,  and  the  further  tmproTemcat  required, 

^/y.  446,  447' 

iriL  Line  fioM  Bombay  to  Calcutta,  kc. : 

Opiokm  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  one  haur  instead  of  two  days  for  the  iransmisaioti  of 

each  ■eaaage  from  Bombay  to  Calcutta,  fank  iftdS  Bxeeediiigly  irtejgniar  working 

of  «Im  line  oelwecn  Bombay  and  Calcutta  eamed  very  much,  by  the  eeiitralnMioa  eyalem 

and  the  necessity  ol  lei'erring  to  Calcutta  even  on  the  most  trivial  ui utters,  H.  Waiton 

ao79>ftoHe  Me^sagea  tut  Calcutta  aonictimes  pass  through  in  two  h»urs  and  i^ome- 

tinea  take  three  weeks,  tfr.  ao8o  Opinion  that  with  lipecial  wires  a  message  should 

not  occupy  more  than  two  or  three  hours  betweea  Bombay  and  Calcutta,  Adlejf  ii6j, 
SI 68  Very  unsatisi'actory  working  of  thetel^aph  between  Bombay  and  Calcutta, 

Exaggerated  ataientent  by  Mr.  Waiton  as  to  the  time  occupied  in  messages  between 

Bombay  and  Calcutta,  ThiMmtun  3703,  2704  Mismauagement  owing  to  which  some 

mess^ee  batweeo  Bombay  and  Calcvtlft  haeing  bean  manj  ^mj%  on  Obm  nNMe>  ik  *n%t 

«779- 

Tiil.  Praetioe  in  the  Tnuuauerion  of  Govenment  and  prjrnte  MeMage* 
pecrively; 

Tbe  poblie  messages  are  titoDoed  on  the  Government  lines  whenever  tbefe  are  Cktveni- 
nen(  measages,  and  on  tbe  railway  lines  wbenever  ttiere  are  railway  nessagaa,  AdUy 
«16««—  Small  proportion  of  Qovermnent  meaaainn  as  compai^  witn  public  measages, 

ib.  2177  Transmission  of  messages  in  the  EngiiHli  l  .ui  i  l:^,  stmchey  2566— 

Question  oonaidered  whether  it  would  not  be  desirable  to  (^aIl^mlt  messages  in  the  native 

laagnag^  jra«i«fpii  177^777.  sy8o,  9781  The  department  b  now  generally  looked 

upon  as  equally  available  to  tbe  poblie  as  to  the  Government,  Robintm  3833-S835 
^Practical  censotsbtp  or  cheek  exerclaed  in  regard  to  the  transmission  of  Qovem> 

ment  message!*,  ih.  283G,  2837  Peculiar  facilities  given  to  Indo-European  messages, 

these  messages  being  repealed  without  extra  charge,  ik.  a8a9  Restriction  placad  upon 

the  number  of  Gorenunent  untangea  ftuther  adeerted  ta^.aS.  SQO0<-«gii. 

ix«  Inslrauenta  oaed  in  Traamnimion  t 

Use  of  sounding  instruments  in  the  offices  in  India,  the  messages  not  being  printed 

at  all ;  fertile  source  of  inaccuracy  thereby,  H.  W<Uton  2068,  S069  Qnestton  under 

conaideratioa  of  tha  attliionties  in  India  froethcr  the  Morse  instnnannk  sfaaU  ba  employed 
in  its  complete  form  or  not,  Thornton  3701,  HJOl  Efpliaairim  as  to  the  fmm}rtf[ 
instrument  in  use  in  Indis,  JioitiiuoniB^i.. 

X.  CooititBUnn  and  BeeponsibiHly  of  tbe  Telegraph  Department. 

GKMmds  Ibr  the  conclusion  that  the  ioefficieociea  of  the  tdegraphio  department  will 
never  be  properly  remedied,  natfl  there  is  a  specific  and  fixed  responsibility  in  lieu  of  the 
present  system  of  the  departmnit,  Straehm  s6 10-36 17  It  is  eb^ential  in  fact,  that  a 

Special  number  of  the  council  in  India  should  be  directly  responsible,  2612-2615  
nadequacy  uf  mere  cffirieucy  in  the  executive  staff,  if  the  G'oveiiuuent  control  be 
defective,  tb.  s6i3,  s6id— —Anomaly  m  tbe  tdegrafdi  admiaistralion  not  beinp  under 

the  Pnblic  Works  DepartrTxrit,  ih.  2614. 

Information  relative  to  the  sub-division  of  responsibility  over  the  system,  tbe  whole 
being  inderthasaparviflioB  of  die  head  of  tbe  departmcBt 'm  CWcMta,  JSoMmefl  9889- 

xi.  Telegraph  Act  of  i860. 

Act  passed  by  (he  Lf^lative  Council  of  India  in  i96o,  for  regulating  the  ealablii]i> 
ant  and  management  of  electric  tdegrnpbs  in  India,  App.  6s9-(^I. 

xii.  Details  relative  to  tim  StrifT  -ind  Pay  of  St^allers,  iT  r  thfi  Ikfigimcioa 

on  tliis  Score,  SLud  the  iiemedies  proposed  and  adopted. 

ImptDvcmciit  if  there  were  Bnf^iahnien  to  week  Ae  tfawa  in  Indb.  ao  aa  to  aeetna 

accuracy,  lion.  li.  Gnnutvn  571-574  Opinion  as  regards  telegi-apbs  in  Iitdia,  that 

the  best  plan  ior  the  present  would  be  to  place  them  noder  the  mana^ment  of  EngUsh 
experu,  both  fiw  oemneidal  and  nilway  pmpoMi,  C&wft  7«8>73ft— OraaoA  oT 

488— L  ft  4  fffltnitifln 
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Telegraphic  Commdnication  {iNDiAy^U.  Telegrapht  in  /mfca— continued. 

1<  Government  Lines — xii.  Details  relative  to  the  Bla£  and  Pay,  &c. — continueeL 

suspicion  as  to  the  integrity  of  tJie  subordinates  in  the  telegraph  department,  Craht 

925-931 ;  Green  1155-1167.   1196-1198  Carelewneas   in   India   to   which  the 

irregularity  has  been  chiefly  owing,  Shand  966. 

Very  insufficient  staff  at  Kurrachee  and  other  points,  for  the  transmission  of  the 

numerous  messages  received,  H.  Walton  2066  Evidence  ;i8  to  the  unduly  limited  pav 

in  the  Indian  Telegraph  Department,  so  that  it  is  difficult  to  obtain  a  proper  staff,  ih. 

2067,  2068.  2084-2092,  2101-2109  Untrustworthy  class  of  persons  employed  in  the 

tele^ph  offic  cs    thcso  are  chiefly  East  Indians,  pure  natives  not  being  nllowed  fo  be 

employed,  j6.  2070-2073.  2104-2109  Unduly  long  time  for  which  tlie  eignallers  are 

kept  on  duty,  ib.  2083  Opinion  as  to  the  trustworthy  character  of  both  natives  and 

Eurasians,  as  signallers,  Adley  2146.  2160-2163.  2179-2182. 

Very  inadequate  salaries  of  the  telegraphic  staff  up  to  a  recent  period,  Strachey  2564 
 Material  improvement  lately  in  the  salaries,  ih.  Explanation  in  connection  with 

the  employment  respectively  of  half-castes  and  of  natives  as  signallers,  ib.  2567-2570 
——Inaccuracy  of  the  view  thai  Government  prohibited  the  employment  of  natives,  w. 
«669»  2570. 

Great  improvement  effected  in  the  position  and  pay  of  the  signallers,  Thornton  2701 
The  lowest  pay  of  a  signaller,  who  may  be  only  twelve  or  fourteen  years  of  age,  is  36  j!,  a 

year,  whilst  some  boys  get  qi^l.    year,  ib.  The  highest  pay  of  a  signaller  is  22^  I.  a 

year,  ib.  Inaccuracy  of  a  statement  that  Government  had  prohihiteti  the  employment 

of  natives  as  signallers,  &c.,  ib.  2704  Reasons  for  the  employment  of  a  greater  number 

of  Eurasians  tlian  of  natives,  ib.  2704,  2705  In  Bengal  Eurasians  are  preferred,  as 

underHtunding  English  better  than  ilia  nalives,  ib.  2705  Empbyineut  of  Europeans, 

as  well  as  of  natives  and  Eurasians,  ib.  2772-2774. 

Inadequacy  of  the  staff  adverted  t<>  ae  one  of  the  chief  cnuses  of  the  defective  working 

of  the  Government  lines,  Robineon  2827.  2887  Efficiency  of  the  staff  now  employed 

upon  the  lines,  the  pay  having  been  greatly  increased,  ib,  2828-2830  Extreme  im* 

probability  of  mesi^ages  being  detained  at  the  ofBceK,  to  suit  the  convenience  of  the  clerks 

as  signallers,  ib.  283^  Employment  of  natives,  Eurasians,  and  Europeans,  the  former 

however  not  being  qnick  at  English,  and  objecting  to  removal  from  place  to  place,  ib. 
2842,  2843. 

Belief  as  to  the  inaccuracy  of  a  statement  nbout  messages  being  divulged  by  the 

signallers,  Robinson  2843  Very  exceptional  instances  of  messages  being  divulged, 

through  the  signallers  being  bribed,  ib.  2927-2930, 

Proposal  by  Colonel  Douglas  in  August  1861,  for  increasing  the  pay  of  the  signallers, 
App.  4^ 

Suf^i^estions  submitted  by  the  several  deputy  superintendents  of  telegraphs  in  India  in 
1861,  in  regard  to  the  staff  of  signallers  and  their  rate  of  remuneration,  App.  45?  et  seq. 

Statement  in  report  by  Colonel  Douglas  of  1st  Febniary  1865,  relative  to  the 
insufficient  strength  of  the  signalling  establishment  and  the  remedies  required,  App, 
475-  481-483- 

Amendments  proposed  by  Captain  R.  Murray,  in  August  l  8(^4,  in  the  remuneration 

and  position  of  signallers,  App.  490-492  Su^'^cstions  to  a  similar  effect  by  Mr. 

Galbraith  in  letter  of  JQ  August  i8tj4.  ib.  497  bimilar  suggestions  on  the  part  of  Mr. 

J.  T.  Blissett,  ib.  438  Suggestions  by  Mr.  B.  C.  Bailey,  in  September  1864,  for  the 

amendment  of  the  signalling  brsnch,  ib,  499,  500  Amendments  proposed  by  Mr.  J. 

VL  Lane,  in  1864,  on  the  constitution  and  scale  of  pay  of  the  aigiialhnjj  depJirtment,  ib. 
5211  502. 

Resolutions  of  the  Government  of  India,  in  June  and  July  1865,  in  approval  of  a  cer- 
tain increase  in  the  pay  of  the  signallers,  App,  505,  5  .fi» 

Suggestions  by  Colonel  Robinson,  in  official  communication,  dated  ifi  October  1865, 
for  improving  the  position  and  efficiency  of  the  staff  in  the  signalling  department,  App. 
5'0.  5t».  fii6.  517. 

Conclusions  of  the  Governor  General  in  Council,  in  December  1865,  with  reference  to 
the  amendments  proposed  by  Colonel  Robinson ,  App.  519,  520.  . 

xiii.  Means  of  checking  the  Occurrence  of  Error  and  Delay : 
Suggestion  with  a  view  to  the  detection  aud  prevention  of  errors  in  forwarding  mes- 
sages frnm  one  station  to  another.  Crake  931-935  System  of  check  now  in  force  for 

the  detection  and  prevention  of  errors,  Robinson  2838.  2892.  2912  Facility  at  head 

quarters  for  investigating  complaints,  ib,  283K.  2892  Infliction  of  fines  upon  the 

signallers  when  errors  occur  through  their  fault,  ib.  2840. 

Suggestions  by  Colonel  Robinson,  in  October  1865,  for  an  entire  re-modelling  of  the 
Complaint  Office  or  Check  Office,  App,  513.  5^4- 
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Telechaphic  CoUMVNICATIOS  {IsdIA) — II.  Ttlegraplu  in  India— cont'\nue^, 
1.  Govtmmtnt  lAnttt 

xiT.  Reports  and  P:ipeis  relative  lo  tbe  Organisatioa  and  AdministTation  of 

the  Dt-parlracni : 

Communication  from  the  Indian  Government  to  the  Secr»  tary  of  Stale  for  India,  <lated 
18  Teijruary  1862,  reljilive  t;i  ihe  re-organisHtion  ot  the  staff  in  ihe  telcsriaph  <iepart- 

ment,  Apj>.  414,415  Recoiumendatiuiis  i>y  ibe  Duector  Geuentl  of  TeleKraph<>,  in 

Januaiy  i86«,  with  referenee  to  the  perRons  to  be  nppointed  10  the  offices  of  superin- 
tendent iiiid  extra  8upfcrinicnflcnf,  and  th'-'  salaries  lo  be  awarded  them,  ib.  415.  41'?  

Paper  showing  the  Ci^tabli'^hiuent  of  the  dcpartinent  as  bvinctioued  by  the  Governor 
'  General  in  Gouncit,  in  January  i86t,  V>,  416, 417. 

LtUei  from  the  officiating  Director  General  of  Telegraphs  in  India,  dated  ao  AiiLr>ist 
1861,  submitting  a  revised  schedule  of  the  establishmeot  of  the  dcpartmoit  invol?iug  a 
monthly  saving  of  2,906  lupees,  App.  449-452  — — 'Staiement  of  Colimel  Doai^lae  as  to 
the  important  ad  vantiigea  of  the  pcopoaed  appointment  of  an  assUtant  to  every  deputy 

«uperintendent,  ib.  451. 

Communications  in  1861  from  the  several  deputy  superintendents  of  telegraphs  in 
India  to  the  Offic-iatint;  J'irector  General,  submitting  iheir  views  as  to  the  alterati'  i  s  and 
amendinentH  desirable  m  the  local  ^taff'end  in  the  rates  ol  remuneration,  App.  4.-j'2  tt  seq. 
—Views  of  sundry  deputy  superintei  dents  in  favour  of  the  proposition  of  Colonel 
Douglas  iw  the  appointint  itt  of  an  a-sisiant  deputy  superintendent  to  eaeh  circle,  ii. 

Adoption  by  the  Governor  General  in  Council,  in  November  1861,  and  by  the 
Knancial  Department  in  December  1861,  of  the  sfver«l  raggestions  made  by  Colonel 
Dotin^ltis  in  hie  letter  of  «otb  Angmt,  for  the  reKN^anitatloa  of  the  establishment, 

47  ^»  473- 

Report  by  Lieuteuiint  Colonel  Donglas,  as  Director  Geneial  of  Telegraphs  in  Indin,  dated 
1  February  1S65,  explanatory  of  the  causes  of  the  defective  working  ot  some  (if  tht  lines, 
and  containing  suggestions  in  detail  for  the  adoption  of  remedial  measures,  App.  473-4^8. 

Suggesticms  in  Report  of  Colond  Douglas  in  February  1865  on  the  subject  of  an 
iiicrca^'  i<  remuneration  of  several  classes  of  officers  employed  in  (be  Department, 
475  et  seq. 

letter  from  Captain  Morroy,  Officiating  Director  of  Telegraphs,  Eastern  Division, 
dated  31  August  1864,  submitting  sundry  suegestions  reJative  to  the  staff  and  working  of 
tbe  Department,  App.  489-403. 

Letter  from  Mr.Galbraiih,  Officlatiuf?  Director  of  Tetegrophs,  Western  Division,  dated 
Bombay,  io  AujiHt  i^fq,  suL;::l  slill^  -eveial  amendments  in  the  ealablishmeut  and  the 
administration  ot  the  D<  parluicnt,  App.  496,  497. 

Letter  from  Mr.  BlisMtt  to  the  Director  General  of  Telegraphs,  dated  Bangalore, 
9  Septenilier  i8'>4,  siiljiuittinrr  sun  'ry  rc contmendatioiHi  tar  the  improvement  of  tbe  coa- 
Btitution  of  the  Department,  App.  497,  498. 

Letter  from  Mr.  B.  C.  Bailey  to  the  Director  General  of  Telegraphs,  dated  16  Septem- 
ber i86.|.  aitriimting  the  bad  uorkiiit:  of  ilie  'I'eli  <;;riiph  Department  to  six  diHerent 
causes,  and  offering  suggestions  for  putting  the  lines  and  offices  into  efficient  worlcing 
ofdtr,  App.  498-500. 

LeltLT  from  the  Uiidei  Seen  (arv  tr)  llie  Government  of  India  to  the  Di  1  ector  General 
of  Telegraphs,  dated  17  June  1 865,  sbovviug  tlie  vieMs  of  tbe  Government  v\  ith  reiervuce  to 
tlte  Report  of  the  latter,  dated  1  February  1865 ;  fbrther  information  required  before  ^ 
adoption  of  cerfnin  measures  sni^gested  in  this  Kcpurt,  App.  ■'03-5f)5. 

Approval  by  the  Govemiuent  in  July  1865  of  proposals  for  increasing  the  pay  of  tbe 
'  «gnalivn,  App.  505,  506. 

Lett-T  from  Colonel  Robinson,  as  Officiating  Director  General  of  Telegraphs  in  India, 
to  the  Indian  Governuient,  dated  18  October  1865,  submitting  suggesttons  in  detail  for 
rendering  the  organimtion  and  working  of  the  Telegraph  Departmeot  really  efBcieut, 

App.  .-oti-si  7. 

Proceedingii  of  the  Governor  General  in  Council^  under  date  8  December  1 8(15,  with 
wlbceace  to  tbe  Report  of  Colonel  Robinson  in  October  1865 ;  sanciicn  gviea  to  die 
adoption  generally  or  the  measures  proposed  in  this  Report,  App,  &ij~sii* 

XV.  Representations  of  the  Cbamibecs  of  Comtnetoe  in  1861,  and  steps 
taken  thereupon. 

GocBmanieatioos  in  August  1861  ftom  tbe  Cbambecs  of  Gommeiee  of  Madras,  Bengal, 

md  Bombay,  ti>  the  Indian  Government  relative  to  tbe  workipgof  tbe  Telegraph  Depart- 
jBcn^  and  the  amendmeote  required,  App.  417-490. 

Letter  from  Colond  Doug^las  to  the  Government  of  Indja,  dated  9  November  1861* 

with  reference  to  the  communication;  from  the  Chambers  of  Commercef  and  the  qnestian 
of  tbe  adoption  of  certaiu  amendments,  App.  42^428. 
4ali—L  M  Letter 
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R«port,  iSe^—eoniimud. 

TbiSCRAPhtc  CoyiMzryrcATroy  (Isdta) — ^11.  Teligruphs  in  India — continued. 

1.  Government  Lines, — xv.  liepresentations  of  the  Chambers,  Sec. — continued. 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Governnif  nt  of  ludla  to  the  Bengal  Chamber  of  Coi]»> 
m  t  c  c',  datL'  i  1 J  naary  i86s,  in  reply  to  tbe  eonunmuemticni  of  die  latter  in  Aogmt 

i8Ui,  App.  4ab-4;]rt. 

xvi.  Details  of  liupruvementson  the  score  of  Goustnictioa,  Mippljr  of  loio^ 
htors,  Ae. 

S(c|is  buins:  tnkrn  for  reconstnictiii'Z  the  lines,  thoun;h  tlii§  will  be  a  work  of  time, 

Utrachey  2ot>4>  2565.  2608-2610  Stateuient  uhowina;  tlie  important  8tep<  taken  by 

Government  tor  itnprovtni;  the  Indiau  telegraphs  ;  very  krge  expenditure  for  ihe  punxtse 

duriii'ji  tlip  I;i3t  year,  Thnrntan  2695-2700  Diiri:ig  t'n;  I;i>t  vt^r  the  Guverninent  of 

India  iiavc  made  requisitious  lo  the  extent  of  86,OO0 must  of  the  articles  rcijuired 
liaving  bct-n  complied  with,  though  «onie  delay  lias  been  imavoidabte,  i6.  2697-2699. 

Explaniitioti  relative  lo  certfiiii  portions  of  Mr.  Walton's  evidence  as  to  the  defective 
construLtiuu  aud  administrai  011  k>l  the  teleurapb  iu  Imtia;  tnis evidence  is  not  applicable 
to  the  present  fiuie,  prtat  improvements  having  been  adopted,  Tkomton  2701—2704 
~  ^  Keuaedy,  since  .Mr.  Wulton  lef(  iadin,  of  the  system  of  ceQimliMtioa  GOatplMiaed  of 
m  his  evidence,  ib.  .2703 — ~For  the  last  eighteea  moDilM  the  GovemoMnt  <^  India  have 
aet  thcnisflves  heirtily  to  work  to  improve  ouUlen,  ib.  3745,  2746. 

Every  effort  has  been  made  of  late  to  improre  the  constructioD,  but  nucii  delay  4uis 
been  onaToidable,  Ttohinton  3897.  2887  ^Witaets  fully  expects  that  before  Jane  i967 

the  Indian  !iiiL's  svill  !><;  kju  1!  tu  any  in  'he  world,  except  where  peculiar  obstacles  are 

imposed  by  the  jniy-ic  il  ilnHculties  of  the  country,  16.  2830  Reference  to  a  cei tain 

leport  by  witness  Clint  iiiin^  oinmendations  an  to  Ihe  measures  necessary  in  order  tO 
make  the  Indian  telegraph  lines  thoroughly  effective,  ih.  :HSj.-o,qsf;, 

The  faults  of  construction,  and  of  an  underpaid  stafi^  hdve  been  strongly  represented 
by  witn<^s  tu  the  Indian  Government,  who  have  promptly  complied  with  his  require* 

mentSi  Hobwum  3887,  3888  Sammaiy  of  the  improvements  already  effected  or  now 

in  course  of  l>eing  carried  out,  tft.  2912  Very  short  time  neeesflary  for  the  transinis- 

sioii  (if  ities^a^f's  li.'-t.vcen  Kmrachee  and  Cah-utta  or  Bum  bay  within  a  few  BOnthsAlHIl 
the  present  tune,  whs!i  sec-oiid  wires  are  U|),  ib.  '^932-2937. 

xviL  Question  of  a  Transfer  of  the  Lines  from  Government  to  a  private  Ckrai- 
pany. 

Considi  raLle  deliiy  on  the  part  of  Government  in  replying  to  an  application  in  1863 

relative  to  taking  over  the  Indian  telegraphs,  Clark  70&-708  Decided  advantage  to 

tbe  ctHnmunity  in  India  by  the  telegraph  service  beinff  under  one  oompany,  intfeead  of 

undrr  various  raihvav  companies,  or  under  Gnvpmment.  AdJei/  21,50-2158 — —The 
Goveriuuent  could  not  or  dues  11  n  cultivate  the  truific  in  thu  ^iamc  way  iliat  a  company 
would  do,ib.  2154-S157. 

Non-objrction  r>n  the  part  of  the  Govcmm  rnt  to  tlip  formation  of  a  private  companytO 
transmit  couin;ercial  messages  between  Calcutta  and  Bombay,  Strachey  2579,  2580  ■  - 
Objection  by  Government  to  the  interference  of  a  private  company  where  (he  Government 
lines  are  already  capable  of  doing  all  the  private  or  oommercial  business,  (6.  S580,  a^l 
——Unwillingness  of  Government  to  allow  any  private  company  to  wevk  except  uoder 
the  Telegraph  Act,  and  »ith  a  license,  tb.  2582,  S583. 

Necessity  of  Government  maintaining  a  lai|;e  portioii  of  the  telegraphs  for  public 
purposes,  as  many  of  the  lines  eoold  not  be  worked  at  a  profit  by  privstte  eooraanies, 

ainichey  ^f)^4  Considcra'ion  of  the  q  icsfion  whether  in  the  iiit-re-ilR  of  t!ie  Indian 

revenues  there  »houid  out  be  an  extensive  amalgamation  of  the  Government  telegraphs 
with  the  railway  tele<:raphs  when  they  both  nm  between  the  samnowm,^  2,58(>-2d04 
Doubt  as  to  tiie  expediency  of  Government  giving  up  the  oiors  remunerative  linei^ 
and  retaining  only  those  which  are  not  used  for  commereial  purposes  ib.  2599.  260.5— 
Approval  of  G'  ivrrnmeiit  r<  t.^inin;:  cooti  ol  of  those  lines  \vhere  llicy  are  capable  of  doiiiij 
the  private  business,  as  they  would  be  if  the  lines  were  constructed  and  managed  on  an 
improved  system,  ib.  s6o6, 9607. 

Dissent  from  the  view  that,  beeaase  tbe  Government  telegraphs  have  hitherto  bean 

barilv  administered,  the  proper  remedy  is  to  be  found  in  their  transfer  to  a  privato  com- 
pany, Struchey  2629  Argument  that  the  telegraphs  in  India  constitute  essentially 

a  public  interest,  whicli  can  bciti-r  be  dealt  with  in  the  hands  of  Govcriinient  than  of  a 
private  comj^y ;  analogy  in  this  respect  between  the  tele^rapli  and  the  Post  Otfice,  ib. 
9699.  9630.  2639-9646— —Condusicm  aa  to  the  impraetieability  of  finding  capital  for 
the  cor>'liurf.ion  i<nd  administration  of  telegrapha  in  India  Wtthootthe  lid  -of  •  Govern- 
ment £;im  ran  tee,  j7*.  2632.  4636-2(^3^ 

Several  respects  in  which  the  e.vecuiive  local  management  is  calculated  to  more 
satisfactory  when  under  the  Government  of  Lidia  than  when  under  a  private  company, 
Straehejf  2633,  2634  Argument  opposed  to  tlie  view  that  more  emctent  and  mare 


Digitized  by  Google 


TELEGRAPHIC  COMMUNICATION  (IXDIA), 


Rt-port,  1866 — continued. 


Telegraphic  Commutiicatioh  iI?iDiA)-A\.  Telegraph*  in  India — continued. 

1»  Government  Lines — xvii.  QiiCAtion  of  a  Transfer  of  the  Lines,  8lc. — continued. 

economical  admimstratinn  is  iik>  ly  to  result  from  the  motive  of  private  interest  than  from 
diat  of  public  interest,  Straehey  2639-'2644. 

I  xaminatiun  oppo^^ed  to  the  view  that  under  a  Government  administrntinn  of  the  tele- 
graph, as  compnred  with  administration  by  a  com|innv,  commcrciul  inten  sts  »re  likely  to 
be  set  aside,  and  undue  preleiente  iiiven  to  political  considerations,  Stracheif  2655-2668 
Opinion  that,  l)y  au  improved  oriianigatiun,  there  is  no  reiisun  why  the  public  or 
comuit-n  lal  iiiiciests  should  not  be  amply  consulted  under  Government  admiuiAtiation, 
«6.  2660.  2668. 

Grounds  for  objecting  to  a  transfer  of  the  Government  lele-jMphB,  as  well  ds  of  tiie  railway 

telegraphs  to  a  private  company,   Thomtun  aSil— 2814  Much  less  prnbabihty  of 

corrupt  conduct  in  Government  officials  in  India  tlian  in  tlie  servant-*  of  private  com- 
panies, Robinson  3^44' 

Conclusion  expressed  by  the  Calcutta  Chamber  of  Commerce,  in  August  1861,  that 
telegraphic  communication  in  India  would  be  worked  nioie  satis'nctorUy  and  profitably 
to  the  Government  and  'o  the  public  if  it  wn-;  entrusted  to  private  enterprise,  for  which 
capital  could  readily  be  found  in  Engiatul,  App.  420. 

Objections  urged  in  communicati  m  from  Colonel  Douirlas  against  the  proposition  for 
the  working  of  tSie  lini «  by  means  of  private  enterprise,  App.  427,  42^^. 

xviii.  Conclusions  and  Recommendations  of  the  Committee : 

The  Ci>mmittee  consider  that  one  of  the  chief  oiuses  of  the  complaints  as  to  the 
imperfect  performance  of  the  teli-graphic  service  between  this  country  and  Indin,  is  to  be 
Cbund  m  the  neglect  of  thi-  nnthoritit-s  in  India  to  make  ndequate  provision  for  the  distri- 
bution from  Kurracliee,  Rep.  xii— Unsatisfactory  working  of  the  Goveinroent  lines, 

and  r,aii«es  tliereof,  ih,  xiii  Ki-cent  adoption  of  elBcacious  measures  for  improving  the 

a«lministration  of  the  service  from  Knrrachee,  ib.  Reference  to  ihe  refusal  ot  the 

Indian  Government  to  uci  ede  to  a  sui^gesliou  made  in  1863  lor  making  over  tiie  lines  to 
a  private  comp»ny  for  adminisiratiun,  tb. 

2.  Bailtoay  JJuet : 

L  Generally  as  to  tlie  Working  of  the  Railway  Telegraphs  : 

Details  explanatory  of  the  working  of  the  telegraphs  of  the  Kast  Indian  Railway  Com- 
pany ;  their  superiority  as  compared  with  the  Government  telegraphs,  Adley  2122,  et  teq. 
Belief  as  to  the  railway  teleuraphs  being  well  constructed  and  property  managed, 

Stracftey  2588  Admission  us  to  tlie  facility  of  inspection  and  repair  of  railway  lines 

of  telegrupJi,  as  compared  witii  the  Government  lines,  16.  2591-2598  Very  fair  manner 

in  wliicii  the  railway  telegraphs  are  worked,  Robinson  2H45,  2846  Much  better  pay 

on  the  Government  lines  than  on  the  railway  liiies,  ih.  2H45. 

ii.  Number  of  Miles  of  Telegraph,  and  Cost  or  Construction  : 

Return  showing  the  expenditure  of  the  companies  in  India  and  in  England  in  respect 
of  teleizrnphit  up  to      December  1864,  and  the  number  of  miles  of  tel'^graph  lines,  and 

atalions  open  in  each  year,  App.  524-530.  <i  1   Total  of  41 1,924  L  as  the  expenditure 

on  railway  telegraphs  up  to  ^  December  1864,  ib.  615. 

Aggregate  of  3141  miles  of  lines  erected  by  the  railway  companies  at  a  cost  of 
£1 1 ,924  /.,  Rep.  xiii. 

iii.  Annua)  Receipts  and  Working  Expenses  : 

Total  of  ) 3.489/.  received  for  messages  on  the  railway  telegraphs  in  1865,  Doming 
2623.  ■ 

Statistics  of  annual  recei[jt8  and  expenditure  in  respect  of  the  railway  companies'  tele- 
graphs in  1863  and  1864,  App.  524-530.  6in,  filii  Total  working  and  maintenance 

expense",  and  total  receipts  for  me^^sagcs  in  1864,  showing  u  net  loss  of  28,399  (•%  irre- 
spective of  interest  on  capital,  ib,  615. 

iv.  Question  of  Administration  by  a  8in<;le  Company : 

Explunatiun  of  the  proposition  made  to  the  Indian  Government  in  1 8G3,  for  uniting 
nnder  one  administration  the  telegraphs  of  all  the  railways  in  India,  Government  having 

however  not  ai^sented  to  the  proposal,  Clark  662-666  Particulars  relative  to  the 

arrangements  in  forre.  between  the  railway  and  telcgiaph  companies  in  this  country,  Clark 

709-726  ;  Adby,  2154  Disposition  on  tlie  part  of  the  railway  c  mpanies  in  England 

to  erect  their  o«n  tcK-graphs,  Clark  716-718  ;  Adley  2155  Sullicieul  business  on  the 

trunk  lines  in  En;4land,  but  not  on  the  branch  lines,  tor  an  independent  administration  by 
the  railway  companies  and  the  telegraph  companies,  Clark  719-723. 

Origination  by  witness  in  1861  of  a  certain  proposal  for  the  fbrmation  of  a  public 
company  for  uking  over  the  whole  of  the  railway  telegraph  Une^;  natorv  of  the  objec- 
428— I.  M  2  tious 
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TULEdHAPUIC  COHMVMCATION  (InDIA) — II,  TeUgraplis  in  Ltdiu — coaliiiued. 

1.  Ridheay  IAm—w»  Qaestton  of  AduiinUtnuion,  Scc. — conHm  d 

tion>  wliinli  Iiave  hitherto  prevei»;ed  the  ad  >piion  of  this  scheme,  Adley  2147-2151  — 
Necetifiity  of  a  public  company  erectitig  special  wires,  aod  buviu:;  special  clerks,  irrespec- 
tively or  the  wtrtfB  for  railway  niessase*,  ib,  S148-8I59  The  Governor  Generitl  does 

not  scriii  opposed  t<»  the  piimtiph-  of  one  puhlie  ronipa  iy,  ib.  214S.  2 l^t'— ~*ObjC(;tiOQ 

by  (he  Liilwiiy  authorities  in  India  to  the  t^rm-  proji  jslc!,  Hj.  'Z\j[>i.  2151. 

Restric'iuiis,  siiljjeot  to  wlilch  ihc  ruil  .v.iy  coiupuuins  iiavo  b-'cn  permitted  by  Govem- 

ment  to  erect  un  l  wo  k  t  'li'^r  p'i  I  nes,  Stniche;/  2571-2574  Infuruiatioa  relative  to 

the  acMon  taken  by  -he  Pubtic  Work;}  Depin tment  in  India*  and  by  tiie  GoveriKucnt, 
upon  ti  proposal  for  tlie  formation  of  a  ci»inpany  for  working  all  the  railway  tt  legr^ph 

liii  s,  ii/.  '2;j7;j--5'^3  Witness  sees  no  objerl  on  tf)  die   lailway  teleixraph^  oiuni^ 

uiiiiiii^cil  by  a  saigk-  conipuiiy,  ib.  25S5  Pecuiiiriry  luleiiihE.  uf  Goveriimcnt  in  tbe 

railways,  so  that  they  would  shaie  in  any  good  resulting  to  i  lie  latter,  from  ro^iarransement 
of  the  telegraph  system^  16.  2598-8604       Admission  that  private  companies  in  India 

liRve  on  tbe  whule  manst'jed  iheSr  aO^its  very  well,  ib.  2634,  26:^5  Approval,  on  the 

whole,  of  the  railway  i<  1' .. :  inhs  still  continuing  in  the  companies*  hands,  16.  2(535. 

Ezanitnation  to  tlie  efTL-ct  that  witnefts  cannot  supply  the  reasons  for  the  refusal  by  (ho 
Indian  Government  to  sanction  thf  transfer  of  the  railway  leleiiraphs  to  a  private  eom* 

pany,   Thornton   27i'2-2726  Impression  as   to  llie  Gnxmuient  of  India  being 

lavourah!:',  rather  than  oth.  ruise,  to  the  trial  »i  a  private  company,  ib.  ^713-8715 
Approval  oi  liic  railway  leie^raphs  beiiiit  transferred  to  a  prirata  company ;  valaablecoa« 

pelition  by  this  nienn?,  il.  2S10-2817. 

Opinion  as  to  the  advantage  of  the  railway  companies  man.iging  their  own  telegraphs, 
-  instead  <if  the  lines  beio<r  ail  transft^rred  t<i  an  independent  cnmpany,  Rohinmm  S859, 

2853  Double  ?,  rv!n<-  In  rapes  where  the  Govfrtiincnt  Ymc'i  nnd  ruihv.iy  Vme^  sjre  in 

juxtaposition;  thire  is  nut,  liuwever,  mucli  interierence  or  coQipetition  with  each  other, 

ib.  c856-286ti  CircuuisUince  of  there  being  no  Government  guarantee  in  respect  of 

railway  branch  telegmpiis  from  the  stations  to  the  towns,  ib.  2bd7,  2858  Unwiae 

division  of  respnnsibility,  if  the  railway  telegraphs  in  India  were  under  an  independent 
company,  ib.  2938-2944. 

Correspondence  and  ne.:otiaiioQS  in  l86;j-6,5,  upon  the  question  of  a  transfer  of  the 

railway  telegraphs  in  India  lo  a  private  company,  App.  343-349  Proposed  genemi 

terms  of  arrungemcui  between  the  Oii-  ntal  rLlen;ii|ih  Ci)iii)iLii,y  and  the  nuUvay  com- 
panies, i6. 343-;i46  Coiuiaunicaiion  from  ilie  UovetmucuL  ot  Indid,  dated  lOtbJune 

1864,  wiib  rid<EK>nce  to  tlie  proposed  use  of  the  railway  telegraphs  by  an  independent 
company ;  snusrstions  ther«on  as  to  tbe  conditions  essential  in  adoptiog  the  proposed 
arrangement,  ib.  34U-348. 

Coodoabns  of  the  Indian  Ottice  in  September  1864,  that  it  is  not  desirable  that  (be 
railway  companies'  public  telegraph  business  be  transferred  to  a  separate  company, 
App.  348. 

V.  Conciunons  and  Recommendations  of  the  Committee; 

Refnicncc  to  the  refusal  of  the-  Secretary  of  State  for  India  to  sanction  a  proposal  made 
in  1863,  for  leasing  the  railway  telegraph  lines  to  tbe  Oriental  Tel^tapb  Company, 

Rep.  ziit  Means  suffgested      aflfording  the  ptiblie  the  uimoat  benent  attainable  from 

the  rnilwnv  foli  ;jraphs  m  Iiicliii.      xvl  .Advantai^'e  .  f  Iho.  u^^c  of  the  wires  of  the 

several  companies  by  a  public  company  wilting  to  rent  the  privilege  on  ecjuitable  teroifl^ 
or  of  inch  an  organisation  of  the  companies  as  will  establish  an  unity  of  ayitemf  ift^ 

Su  also  Aftimdria.  Australia,  2.  Belgrade.  Cluna  2.  SaA  IndiOM 
XUabot^w  J^j/I^-  MUetrie  4aid  XttteruaUoiuU  T^^mh  Gu^^pmy.  JVmsot. 
ItaBanRaitie,     Sandahar.      Malta  and  Alexandria  Tel^ptph.  Mediterranean 

ExteTuion  Telegraph.  ^Lmhudn.  Opium  3f<:.':saf/rs.  Oriental  Bank  CurpO' 
ralioH.  Ptreiaf  and  Persian  (J  ulf  Cable.  Prejs  of  India.  Bed  Sea  md 
India  T«%nq»jb;      MmuAo,      ^t^i^ane,  S.      Sabmurine  CoS^m;  Zkrftigf, 

Thompson,  E.  P.  Abereromt.^.   (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Explanation  that  in  eonse* 

qut  iice  o(  the  Prus.-im  w.  r,  and  el'  an  iiitiui.ition  rtceived  truus  Cotint  Bismarck,  It  I1  la 
been  i>u^^(;sted  to  the  telegraph  coaipaoibs  tiial  leiegruia»  through  Prussia  should  not  be 
hbelied  to  by  any  particular  route,  3578-3582— -^Dependence  now  placed  practically 
on  the  Russian  route,  the  line  being  in  an  efficient  state  as  far  as  the  Rassian  frontier, 

3583-3588  InefBciency  of  tliat  portion  of  the  Russo-Persian  line  between  the  Ru-<sian 

iroiititT  and  Teiierftii,  in  ie«[H-ct  ol  \vhich  a  tckgnirn  h:i8  just  beeti  sent  to  Teheran,  at 
the  instance  of  the  India  Office,  with  a  view  to  its  being  placed  under  English  super* 
inteodence,  3588, 3589. 

nemtOHf  William  Thomas.    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Secretary  of  the  PaUic  Works 
Department  i  )  the  India  Office;  pproduoes  vaiious  papera  bearing  npon  tbe  qneetion 

_  before  Hie  Gouimittee,  7-9, 
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Tiamon,  IVilUam  Thomas.    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — emUimud, 

[Second  £zaininatioD.]-~Referfi  lo  a  reccDt  report  by  Major  Ctnmpdii,  as  showing 
that  frent  ImprovfTopnt  has  taken  [)laco  5n  the  working  of  the  Turkish  portion  of  the 

Infin-Europcaii  telejrapli,  -2691  -TMs  improvement  Is  i;ot  a  result  of  the 

appcintuieiu  «*f  the  (iresent  committee,  *2C8o>  SjB-i  Very  great  delay  experieuced  lust 

year  in  the  transmmnon  of  meHssges  over  tli«  Turkish  line,  s688,  efffly. 

Explanation  as  to  the  India  Office  not  having  hem  in  a  |NMHtion  to  give  any  answer  to 
a  letter  from  Mr.  Grimston  in  1862,  asking  the  (ifpnrtment  to  exert  iu  iiiflaeofie  with 
foreign  governments  to  induce  tliem  lo  set  opart  01  e  wire  for  the  use  of  the  Indo- 
European  telegraph,  afiSK-aGgo  Statemt-nt  in  Major  Gharapain's  rt'iyjit  as  t  the 

delay  experienced  un  the  Russian  and  Pernian  lines,  the  latter  line  being  bioclwed  up  witli 

snow  during  the  winter,  aSgl,  s6g«  ^Bxceptbn  taken  tou  stulemenl  by  Mr.  Grimston 

thrtt  the  delay:;  have  been  as  greut  on  the  lodwn  system  as  on  ibe  Turkish  systemy  £693. 

Result  of  inquiries  made  by  the  Governnunt  of  India  in  1861,  in  consequence  of 
frcqiu  iit  0  implaints  then  made  ;  conclusion  as  to  the  gereral  cfficimicy  of  the  telegraph  in 

India  at  that  period,  5693-2696  Blame  utiributable  lo  the  Con'  iienial  adniinietrntions 

as  well  aa  to  Turkey  or  India,  3693-— Statement  showinp  thf>  important  sUps  taken  by 
Ooveniwent  for  improving  ifea  Indian  telegraphs,  very  lui^<;  expenditure  lor  the  parpose 
doring  the  last  )  ear,  3696-S700. 

Explanation  lelaiive  to  certain  portiiins  of  Mr.  Walton's  evidence  as  to  the  defectiye 
construction  and  adininistraiion  of  the  telegrapli  in  ludiu^  lhi.<<  evidenci'  is  not  applicable 

to  the  pri sent  time,  2701-2704  Great  improvement  effected  in  the  position  and  pay 

of  the  signallers,  2701  Quei>tion  under  consideration  of  the  autliurities  in  India, 

whether  the  Morse  iactniment  sh^l  be  etnployed  in  its  complete  form  or  not,  9701,  370a 

 ^  Correction  of  a  statement  liy  Mr.  Walton  ixa  to  the  insulators  v.hich  have  failed,  the 

improved  in&uJators  of  Colonel  Dou{;las  and  Captain  Mallock  not  having  failed  at  all, 
VjOAf  9703. 

Exa^:L;r-inted  statement  by  Mr.  Walton  as  to  the  time  occupied  in  messages  between 
Bombay  and  Caicultit,  S703,  2704— -B«medy  since  Mr.  Walton  left  India,  ol  the  system 

of  centrnlizntion  confdained  of  in  his  evidence,  2703  Innccuracy  of  a  statement  that 

Government  ht:d  |in.!tibited  the  employment  of  native:*  as  signallers,  See.,  C704 
Rea.son^  for  liie  employnient  id"  a  greisicr  number  of  Kurasians  than  ot  natives,  2704, 

2705  Explanation  with  Kferenee  to  some  delay  in  the  transmisstoo  of  insulators  and 

telegraphic  stores  to  India,  on  accoont  of  specifications  not  Itaving  aecompanied  the 
indents  when  scat  Aoni  India,  2706-271 1. 

Examination  to  tlie  efleet  that  witness  cannot  supply  the  reasons  for  the  refusal  by  the 

Indian  Government  to  srtt:ction  the  transfer  of  the  railway  teltgiuphs  to  a  priviue  com- 
pany, 27)2-2720  Impression  as  to  the  Government  of  Indsa  belnir  favourable  raihrr 

than  otiu  i  \vi;;e  to  the  trial  of  a  private  company,  2713-27  15^  Considtrations  as  to  the 

refusal  ot  the  Ind>a  Office  to  supply  a  copy  ot  the  despatch  of  the  Indian  Government, 
exphn'ning  the  ground  of  objection  to  a  tiansfer  uf  tiie  lines  to  a  piivate  company, 
a7i6-2724. 

Confirmation  by  Majwi  Champain,  of  the  stntemeot  that  a  message  had  been  sent  from 
ConfttRn^opte  to  Kurraehee,  and  nii  acknowledgment  received,  within  three  minute^ 

^l^b— — l  etter  from  Mi<jor  Champain  in  March,  in  which  he  st  ites  that  the  working; of 
the  liidu-Lnropean  line  between  Constantinoj'lc  and  Kurrachce  in  thn  month  of  Fcbruaiy 
hud  been  very  good,  2726.  2737,  a733— Statement  by  Major  Champain  as  to 
delay  experinnccd  in  transmitting  messages  v«A  Russia;  subsequent  inqutcy  by  Oovem* 
ment  into  tht!;  matter,  2726. 

F^rtlitT  later  from  Major  Champain, on  30th  April,  in  which  he  supplies  pariiouhrs  of 

the  working  of  the  Indo-European  line  durimi;  January.  cj^G  Improvement  thronjjh 

the  pressure  broucht  to  bear  on  the  Turkish  Govet ni!;(  nt  by  the  India  Oliice  through  the 

Foreinn  Oftiee, 'J7'27,  iy^H.  sy.'jO  iltl'erence  to  a  statement  showing  the  niiuiherf)f 

roesaagei  btlwt-en  the  United  Kingdom  and  Jodia,  and  between  the  Continent  of  Europe 
and  viessmd,  during  the  year  18^}  also  the  receipts  in  respect  thereof,  S7a^73i. 

Impression  that  oat  of  at  19s.  paid  to  thn  Indian  Governmont,  out  of  a  total  of 

5 /.  I  s.  f(ir  a  tncssuae  from  this  country,  10».  6  J.  goes  to  the  internal  ailiiiiui^tration  in 

iiiLlia,  and  liie  reruaiuder  to  the  Feisian  Gulf  line,  2732,  2733  Tiie  India  OtBcu  cau- 

not  sii|i[j|y   ny  niformation  as  t  >  the  working  expenses  of  the  Peisiau  Gulf  line,  2734- 

3736  Further  reterence  to  iiie  amount  of  delay  on  the  Turkish  and  Indian  lines 

Kspeetively ;  admission  as  to  the  great  delay  on  the  latter,  though  everything  is  being 
done  in  the  way  of  improvement,  2737-2740. 

Improvement  in  the  management  of  the  Turkish  line  rather  than  in  the  oonstraction, 
,  there  btin^  now  not  much  cause  for  complaint,  2743-2703*  2760"— ^Circumstance  of  no 
.  arrangement  liavhag  yet  been  made  for  the  r»-uabuisement  of  the  British  (Sovernmeut  by 

428—1.  H  3  thft 
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Tkomton,  iVilUam  Thomaa.    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — contimted. 

the  Porte  in  respect  of  the  liue  from  Bagdad  to  Fho,  2754-2756  Duubt  as  to  the 

rcUlive  v^oikiipj  of  thi;  lia^d.ul  aiui  F.io  lii  e,  wluch  is  umlur  ijif  jj;LMiC'r;il  suiici'.iitcnJenca 
of  Colonel  Kemball,  and  of  the  line  lietweeu  Bagdad  and  Coa»taatiuople,  which  i« 
entirely  UDdcr  Turkish  miperintendeoc»»  tt767-A759. 

Circumstance  of  tlu>  c  >itvention  with  Tnrl(«v  not  Iisvisg  l>een  modified  with  regard  to 

the  cmpl'iytneiit  of  Britiiih  signalers,  &c.,  2760.  2763  Inquiry  by  Major  Champain 

with  reierence  to  the  qiie»ti<>n  of  a  traiisfur  of  the  Turkic  liue,  be  having  found,  how- 
ever, that  its  adiuinistrLiuoii  iiad  been  greatly  inprovedj  vf^x  <  <  ■Grsat  unoertMiity 
whether  the  improveiiieui  wili  lost,  07'>'2. 

Iiiipresaioii  that  no  tiieKsngeH  to  India  have  lately  been  sent  by  the  Russian  line,  S764 

 Probability  of  8on»e  messaces  from  India  beina:  »ent  from  TeherHn  by  the  RnMiSQ 

line,  the  responsibilitv  resting  with  the  odicial  in  cluir<::(!  of  tlie  otricc  at  Telirnin,  2765— 

2768  Opiniuit  uf  the  Uovernment  of  iudiu  ub  to  tlie  expediency  of  the  British  Govera* 

mc  i  [ipinii  a  party  to  ihe  international  convention  between  the  UKign  poweis  in  regkld 
to  the  te  ogruplis  on  the  Cfmniipnt,  '2769-2771. 

Employment  of  Europeans,  ns  well  as  of  natives  and  Eurasians  on  the  telegraph  linee 

ift  India,  syfi-i-jy^  Question  considereil,  whether  it  would  not  be  desirable  to 

tran-mit  njcssii-cs  in  the  iiativ*?  lai]<:uat;e,  ^'"/'r-yTl-  -7^0,  2781  Mis'ii  n -r^'i-mcnt 

ouing  to  which  some  messages  between  Bombay  and  Calcutta  bavinji  been  many  aays 
CO  tlM  KNJte,  9778,  ^779. 

Grent  importance  of  the  main  linc^  nf  tolepirnph  in  India  being  as  much  n«  possible 
coincident  witli  the  liiie^i  uf  luiiwuy  ronun  aiicaiiun,  2783—^79^— —Advantage  ot  brdnch 
telegiaphic  lines  being  connected  with  the  main  lines  alontf  the  ntilwnys,  ntlier  than  of 
du;ir  being  formed  indepetidrntly  from  point  to  point,  S7gi<-a7S|p--^App«»fnl  of  brtnidi 
lines  to  any  town  being  made  from  the  nearest  point  on  the  main  luM  er  nulwny  comoNH 
nic«ti.  n,  2795-2799. 

Staiemeot  «s  to  the  Government  lines  of  telegraph  being,  to  ft  oonsideinbie  extent, 
ooiocident  with  the  lines  of  railway,  aDoo-aSog— — Oronnds  upon  which  it  was  probably 

expedient,  a>*  a  teniporarv  arrangemenf,  to  l.iy  ilown  the  Govt-mnjfut  lines  irrespectively 

of  the  railway  lines,  pending  the  coinplclioii  of  the  latier,  2iSt>5~'28o9  Ap|>ioval  of  the 

laUwmj  lel^;raphs  being  transferred  to  a  private  company ;  valuable  competition  by  tUi 

means,  2810-2817  Grounds  fur  objecting  to  a  transi'er  of  the  Government  telegrapbl^ 

as  uell  as  of  the  railway  telegraphs,  to  a  piivale  company,  281 1-2814. 

Probftbility  of  thtre  being  traffic  enough  to  return  a  profit  on  both  the  Government 

lines  and  the  railway  lines,  if  the  required  improvements  were  fully  carried  out,  2812- 

2814  Dissent  fr<>m  the  assumption  that  Govt  ininent  is  I'isposcu  to  r-'gani  lightly  the 

qutstion  of  profit  or  loss  on  tht  ir  telegraph  system,  2815-2^21  Ch  vacter  and  effect 

of  the  Govenimeot  control  over  the  maougentent  of  the  Great  Indian  Peninsula  Railway, 
adverted  to  in  connection  with  their  administration  of  the  telegraph,  s8eo,  e8ftt. 

With  regard  to  the  telegrapli  iim?  between  Diarbi  kir  and  Alexandria,  no  cognizance 
is  taken  oi  it  in  the  India  OilicL',  it  being  known  that  the  Turks  are  not  in  a  ooiKhiion  to 
guarantee  its  efficiency,  e8s3. 

Wiiness  lays  before  the  Committee  a  copy  of  the  Act  of  tSQo,  fbr  ICgnlating  the 

c«;tab!iKlinif:iil  and  mmiairf:ment  of  tlie  telegraphsi  in  India,  2S23. 

Time  Tables  (^Postal  Contructt).  Reference  to  a  comparative  statement  <if  the  time  for  the 
diiferent  services  under  tbe  old  and  new  contracts,  abowinff  that  in  no  case  is  the  time 
longer  under  the  new  agreement,  but  is  in  three  instances  slightly  less,  Hi/l  3597. 

Time  Table  of  the  India,  China,  Australia,  and  Mauritius  Mail  Service  for  tlie  year 
1884,  as  approved  by  tb«  Postmsster  Generai  on  «nd  November  1663,  App.  3l8-ttilt« 

Table  showing  the  proposed  movemcntit  of  the  imckets  for  the  year  1865,  as  approved 

by  the  Postn. aster  (ii  nLTul  in  October  1864,  App.  '2-2'2--225. 

TitHfs  0f  India"  Neteitpaper.  Comment  upon  some  statements  in  the  "  Times  of  India,'* 
reflecting  strongly  on  the  witness's  company :  inaeeuraey  nf  these,  HoweU  ^ost. 

See  also  Preu  of  /ndfait. 

Trade.  Imniensp  irapnrlnnce  of  the  telcLrruph  in  the  conduct  of  trade,  bo  tliut  tlie  post  is 
becoming  subsidiary  to  the  teie<:ni])'n,  H 13-815 ;  Shand  968-973;  M.  Michinff 

1066—1073  Frequent  loss  to  iiurchants  under  the  present  nncerinin  and  itiaccurate 

system  of  late,  Nelson  813,  814  ^ Advantage  derived  even  from  the  former  imperfisct 

Nan  of  telegraphing  to  Saes  in  order  to  eaten  the  steamer  fiir  Bombay,  it,  SiQ-9ii 
Valiiuble  character  uf  the  China  tiad^  00  ifaal  telegraphic  commumeation  frith  tlfat 
country  is  very  desirable,  ib.  832-837. 

tireat  attention  and  improvement  in  flie  mode  of  IraiiiBetion  of  btnineaa  betwea 
England  and  India  einco  the  introdnctioa  of  telegnphie  commnnieatioa,  Crole  905- 
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921  Effect  of  thp  telt?L;rn[)li  not  only  to  iiicreaso  the  orders  for  Indian  cott  ti,  &c.» 

and  tQ  (leciease  the  risk,  but  to  enable  a  repetttion  of  (ranaacUoRH  to  be  carrwd  out  with 
ft  •mailer  capitel,  CrtAe  91  <y>g«i~— 'Great  value  of  the  tele^r^h  in  Uic  DBertMiitile  trftii»* 
tions  bt  tween  this  country  and  the  East,  /?o6u/.«f)«  1  n6"-i  1 1 9—— Frequent  use  of  tho 
telegra|>h  by  witue&s's  firoa ;  testimony  to  the  great  importauce  of  this  means  of  04RI- 
muuicaiian,  Greem  1147x1154.  Ii68~ii74« 

ReferencK  to  certain  stati.tics,  !i8  showing  the  tllkUlMttty  of  the  trading  and  sh'pping 
Interest  to  be  ac-oinniodated  by  an  exteoraon  of  the  teletttaph  to  China  and  Australia, 
OUbnrne  3264.  3^67-3276 -^-Reference  to  statistics  of  the  immense  tmde  between 

Eniilaml  and  t'hina,  and  bcfween  India  nnd  Chinn,  if/.   ImmenM  flf 

the  trade  nf  Australia,  besides  which  there  is  the  large  bullion  export,  the  whole  b(Mig 
intereiitfd  in  tdegraphie  communication  with  (he  East  end  with  Enghmd,  ib,  33Q3-3307* 

Kciurn  ol  the  total  value  of  imports  inm  tl>e  Unitt-d  Kingdom  and  of  exports  there- 
from,  and  of  the  totftl  tonnage  iJt  wsselR  entered  and  cleared  at  ports  in  the  United 

Kingdom  in  the  year  1865,  App.  531— Value  of  imports  and  exixtrls,  and  tonnage  of 
vessels  entered  nnd  cleared,  from  and  to  British  India,  China,  Egypt,  Australia,  kc,  in 
the  year  iHi]-,Vi. — — Detailfd  slatemcMt  of  the  vahie  ot  nnpoi-ts  and  eXpOrtSy  to  and 
from  the  several  countries  embrace  I  in  the  foregomij  return,  ib.  534-637. 

General  summary  of  the  foreign  and  local  trade  and  shipping  expected  to  make  use  of 
the  (sioposed  telegraph  to  Singapore,  China,  and  Australia*  Aff.  (t&i-^QI^ 

Circumstance  of  upwards  of  tmn^-flve  |>er  cent,  of  the  whole  of  theexieTnalconiiiK  rce 
of  the  United  Kingdom  being  transacted  with  the  severai  countries  embraced  iu  the 
present  inquiry,  Rtp.  iii— The  great  importance  of  rapid  and  resubr  systrma  of  com- 
iiiunieat.oiis  hetweeu  touiuries  tiBOBacting  buiinflaB  of  ewdi  vagnilmh  andinporlance 

can  hardly  be  ovei-ratcd,  1//. 

Conclusion  '»f  tlie  committee  that  the  magnitude  of  the  interests  involved  m  the  trade  of 
llus  country  Uhttia  and  the  Aostrelian  Colonies,  renders  it  desirable  that  arrange* 
ments  should  be  made  to  bring  those  commuiiitiea  withm  the  reach  of  telegraphic  coot- 
mnnicaiion  with  Europe,  Rep.  xvi. 

^l^mmt  Hkrtmgk  Egypt   Great  radoedon  in  the  transit  rate  for  first-etass  paesengeia  from 

Sii  ?  to  /Mexandria,  Howell  1571  The  rate  for  a  first-da^s  pafisen'^er,  including  thfeft 

cwt.  "i  lusrijau'e,  IS  now  4^  I0«.,  16.  At  one  time  the  trmnsuiit  rate  was  12  I.,  ib, 

Coiitiai  I  tiiiie  of  tvienty-four  hours  fir  the  transit  through  Egypt  ol  ihe  Maraeilles 
portion  of  the  maili,  aod  of  fbrty-foar  houia  for  the  transit  ot  the  Boothampliaa  portico, 

App,  21b,  21  g. 

Statement  of  the  sum  paid  to  the  Pacha  of  Egypt  for  the  conveyance  of  the  mails 
tbiDugh  his  tenitory,  ilpp.  558. 

Treasury,  The.    Approval  by  the  Treasury  of  a  weekly  mail  to  Bombay,  if  the  Indian 

Government  would  pay  the  iacreased  cost,  HiU  805.218-336  Statement  as  to  the 

Treasury  having  objected  to  a  weekly  mail  to  Bombay,  on  the  Kn»und  only  of  the 

incff  ased  cost  to  this  country,  Bourdillon  ^•yi.^-'z-yiS  Rt  firem  e  to  the  intimation  by 

the  i  reagury  in  December  last,  that  they  should  not  further  press  the  question  of  in- 
cmaed  rataa  of  peataf  e  aa  a  eondition  of  a  weekly  mail,  A.  8551. 

Invarinhle  refusal  of  the  Treasury  to  assist  by  subsidy,  or  guarantee  the  proposed  Imea 
of  leiegnipli  from  Singapore  to  China  and  Australia,  GUborue  3262-3364. 

Letter  firmn  the  Traasary  to  the  Post  Office,  dated  14th  December  1865,  refusing  to 

•  aancliot)  tlie  iiic  ea»ed  charge  of  a  weeklv  mail  service  to  1'  n  l  av  {'hr  ( rrn  innnr-iit  of 
India  objecting  to  any  increase  ot  postage)  unless  the  Indian  Uuvcxumeoi  Uiouiu  think 
fit  to  delray  tm  eatixe  amount  of  inereased  eharge^  Apj^  a^t. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Wilson,  as  Secretary  of  (he  Treasury,  to  the  Postmasier  General 
dated  1  ith  July  18.54.,  proposing  that  one  half  the  net  loss  on  the  mail  service  to  India, 

China,  &c  ,  be  borne  by  the  Indian  Governmanti  Aff,  659,  560  OhjjeoliaBtMieedbj 

tile  Court  of  Directors  agninst  the  ftkregoing  aimogemeat,  sA.  ^13,  614* 

See  also  Crovemment  A  id. 

Trotmtt  Conveyance  of .  Letter  from  the  PeninMilar  and  Oriental  Company  to  Sir  Charles 
Wood,  iu  June  1863,  upon  the  question  of  cotiiracting  for  the  eonvc^noB  of  troops  to 
and  from  India  by  the  overland  route:  this  letter  has  never  been  answered,  Howell 

i4>^i,  148;,  1^03  Great  practical  difficulty  in  attempting  to  cumbine  the  conveyance 

of  troops  with  that  of  pa      ju  ra  as  one  s^'rviee,  ih.  \^o'^  ct  se(],  Heavy 

cost  of  keeping  vessels  uuenipioyed  at  the  other  side  of  Suez,  whereas  tltey  could  not  be 
miployed  in  the  hot  seasons  for  the  conveyance  of  troops,  16.  1483.  1 487-1 4S9.  I507- 

l_r,2i  Exocptional  circu instaneea,  ■!•>.  dming  the  munny,  ond'^r  which  the  COmpfthy 

have  conveyed  a  good  many  troops  la  their  passenger  ships,  iO.  1490. 
4*9— I.  K  4 
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ZVwgM,  Convei/ance  of — continued. 

ImposBil.ilitv  of  the  Company  conveying  a  whole  regiment  or  battalion  in  a  passenger- 
ihip  between  Siez  and  Bombay;  neopRsify  of  specinl  sbitJS  for  the  purpose,  HeweU  1505- 

1508  Means  of  (lie  Company     ^vf  U  as  of  Government  for  couilumng  the  transport 

of  troops  to  AustraUa,  New  Zealand,  Sic,  witb  a  transport  service  between  Suez  and 

Bombay, «».  151 1-1530  Considerable  trouble  and  ezpeirae  in  fitdng  up  a  paieenger- 

ship  a?  a  trn(i|vship,  ib.  15, 2 1- if,  12 5. 

Probable  necessity  of  the  Compary  construe  tin.,'  a  special  fleet  of  transports  if  they 
were  to  eontncC  (or  the  conveyance  of  all  the  ttoo;is  to  and  from  India  via  the  Red  Sea, 

Howell  )526-i5;-^2  T'ffrct  «(  the  Compfinv  obtiunini.'  a  contract  for  the  troop lervice;, 

t<>  render  still  more  permanent  their  present  monopoly  of  comututiieation  ia  the  Eut, 

Turkey  { Telegraphic  Commvvication): 

1.  StaUmentaM  to  the  Defective  Worliint^  of  the  l\  h graph*  thrvagK  Tttrkey 

itptoa  recent  Period^  and  as  to  the  Eemtdict  required,  ^ 

2.  Stati$tict  of  the  Time  of  TrantmUmn  of  Mmagu  to  and  from  Indta  vid 

Turkey. 

3.  Considerable  Improvement  rec'itlij. 

4.  ■  Cbnoeiffum  Ae/a»en  England  a>ul  Turkey. 
6.  Converitiim  betueen  Turkey  and  PersifJ. 

6.  Recent  Despatch  from  the  Turkish  Minister  for  Foreign  AfftArt, 

7.  Other  Details  generally. 

«.  Condunmu  md  iUcommendations  of  the  Omatittee. 

1.  Statements  as  to  the  Dd'xtiif  Working  of  the  TeUgraph  through  Titrk^  up  to 
a  recent  Period,  uud  as  to  the  Remedies  required: 

Delay  and  inaccuracy  in  t' ;;nsiiiission  through  Turkey,  8ir  J.  Carmiehaet  759.  776 

 Oi  eai  (Iclviy  experitii'  Lcl   n  sending  Londo )  messages  for  Alexunriri  1  ru'j  Constan- 

.  tinoplc  and  Syria,  Glass  1644-1656  Delay  and  neglect  in  Turkuy  a^id  iu  Kgypt, 

.  Owinf^to  the  apathy  and  idleness  of  the  native  ckrks,  ih.  1695-1700.  1761  Imperfect 

workiiifr  of  the  line  allribuied  chiefly  to  the  neglect  of  the  TorkislHline  men,  more 
especially  uhen  the  insulators  get  bi'oken.  Greener  i87g-l88«. 

Gomtant  error  in  ihe  transmission  ot  messages,  ihrongh  the  clerks  at  the  station* 
being  mostly  Arrnftiians,  few  <  f  wliom  iindpi-Ktand"lingli»h;  there  ehoald  in  fact  ho  two 

clerks  at  t  ach  sution  compttent  u>  read  English,  Greener  1883-1886  Repetition  of 

the  messajrc  several  times  between  Constantmoplc  i.i  d  Fao,  wht-reas  under  proper 

.  management  a  mesaas*!  might  be  »ei»t  to  Faro  in  two  hours,  ib.  1887,   

Indifference  of  the  officials  in  regard  to  the  adoption  of  improvements,  iYj,  18S9,  1890 

-   Occafioiial  irs^im-.^  of  messagea  being  kepi  for  duyi  xxithout  being  forwarded. 

Hi.  iSyl,  189a  Probability  of  the  later  nie&sages  being  bometimes  the  firat  forwarded, 

when  there  i»  a  large  airear  to  be  overtaken,  A.  1893,  1 894. 

Satisfaetriry  workiiiL'  ff  (ho  lino  through  Turkey,  if  there  were  some  good  English 
signallers  and  inspector^,  tost  ilir  r  with  w>mc  Turkish  sub-mspectors,  Greener  1895-1901 
 Entire  inadequacy  of  the  (Hf-cnr  inspection  of  the  lino,  ih.  i.StV'-  iQii'i  Expe- 
diency of  some  preasure  upon  the  Turkish  goremmeot,  in  order  that  the  term«  of  the 
convention  with  this  coumrv  as  to  the  working  of  the  teh  graph  lines,  may  be  piouf  rly 

fulBlled,  j7>.  ii>t5-inH)  ^^Messagee  sboold  reach  Kunradiee  from  Consiantioopie  in 

three  or  four  hours,  ib.  1922-1924. 

Facility  of  always  workin^v  tin  itsh  from  Constantino|rfe  to  B«Edad,  if  there  were  one 
wire  always  avai!;ibl\  with  the  insulation  properly  kept  up,   Greener  192,5-1934 
Ineufficieiicv  or  the  maintenance  arraugements -ou  the  Turkish  iinee  further  adverted  to, 

«*.  1935-1037  Delays  through  there  not  being  a  regular  ayttem  of  change  of  clerks, 

as  there  la  uu  the  Persian  Gulf  line,  ih.  1938-194!. 

Circumstance  of  the  Turks  having  put  upa  wire  from  Diarbekir  to  Scutari,  but  without 
•  fDra1aeori,eothat  it  would  not  work,  Greener  1964— Advantage  if  there  were  stronger 
■  insulators  on  iho  line  throut^h  Asia  M :  ,  n s  recommended  by  witne»  in  hie  report  to 

Colonel  KeaiUll,  ib.  1965-1970  i  ui  t  i.  r  statement  aa  to  the con*entioa  Ml  haying 

been  carried  out  in  regard  to  the  appointment  ot  si^naltera  oonwrttnt  with  Eoglish ; 
prospect  of  this  being  remedied  in  time,  ib.  aoua-201 1. 

Very  ereat  delay  experienced  last  year  in  the  transmission  of  message*  over  th» 

Turkish  fine,  Thornton  2686,  2687  Circamaianee  of  the  convention  with  Turkey  not 

having  been  modified  with  legaidto  the  emploympnt  of  British  siznallera,  kc,  tb.  2760. 

4763  Doubt  as  to  there  bemg  more  delay  in  Turkey  than  inEurope.  II.  J.  Walton 

3i77-3«79  Fault  of  the  Turkish  Gm  'i  rent  more  especially  that  the  telegraphic 

communication  with  India  is  so  deficient,  Siemen*  3403  Suggeait-d  alteration  of  the 

convention  with  Turkey,  so  as  to  provide  fot  the  European  aide  of  Goiistanbnoirie  w 
well  «e  the  Aaiatie  «de,  Ooldamid  3573, 3574<  . 
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TVKKEY  (Telegkaphic  Co.vatUNlCATioy) — continued. 

1.  Stateinaih  as  to  the  Dtfcctive  Working  of  the  Teler/rap/is,  Sic — continiie«l. 

Letter  fruui  Mr.  Walton  to  the  Government  of  India  in  October  18G5,  reiative  tu  the 
wiMtisfaciory  wurking  «f  tb«  teJ^nph  tbroogh  Turkey  and  the  dalays  ezpericoeedy 

^PP-  434-436- 

Information  in  letter  from  Lieutenant  Colonel  Goldsmid  to  tlio  Bombay  (iuvemment 
in  November  1865,  with  referenoe  to  the  route  of  measagee  tbioagll  Turlnjr,  thedeltyB 

experienced,  and  the  rcmediejj  required,  App.  436-440. 

Very  deficient  working  of  the  Turkiali  portion  of  the  telegraphic  sy»tetn  adverted  to  by 
Major  Champain  in  letter  ef  stst  Aiigu»t  iU6^  Aj^  44s,  443. 

Report  by  Major  Champain,  dated  Constnntinopl  ,  i  ^r,li  April  1866,  relative  to  llie 
recent  working  of  the  Turkish  portion  of  the  line  to  kadm,  and  the  meMuies  necessary  to 
render  it  thoraugbly  efficient,  jlfp.  0igF4«4. 

fi.  StatUliet  ofihtTkMofTnauHmsioH    Me$iagt»  to  and  from  India  t'A  3Vir<i*jf: 

Avera<ie  of  two  days  and  thirteen  hours  orcupietl  by  each  message  between  Kurrachee 

and  Constantinople  in  January  las',  Thornton  2720  Average  of  two  days  and  six 

hours  between  ConMantinople  and  Kurrachee  in  January  last,   Statement  showing 

Ae  murh  shorter  tiaia  oacapied  in  the  transmission  of  mesuges  from  England  to  Kunachee 
«tf  Turkey  than  vid  Rnaiia,  GtMmid  3503. 

Return  of  messages  received  by  the  Electric  and  International  Telegraph  Compel^  ijrom 
India  by  the  ronte  ihrongh  Turkey,  in  March,  and  irom  l«t  to  l6tb  ^piii  1  ^66,  showin-;  in 
«ach  cue  die  italion  mm  which  sent,  and  the  time  taken  in  transinu«ioD,  App.  540-555. 

Summaiy  ehowing  the  time  occupied  in  the  transmiasion  of  meMages  between 
Kurracheeand  Constant inq>le,  and  vice  vend,  in  each  month  nf  1865,  App.  634— —> 
Oreat  improTement  during  January,  February,  and  Match  lUdG,  ib.  625. 

Iletuin  showincr  the  much  shorter  time  occ.ipicd  in  tranimisBion  to  Knrrachee  vjA 

Turkey  iliat)  vi'i  Russia,  in  Fehrunry  1 866,  ^ij>p. 

Keturn  showin.it  the  avenge  time  occupied  by  teleizrams  in  reaching  Kurracheo  from 
the  United  Kingdom  via  Russia  and  via  Turktv,  siacc  tlis  opening  of  the  line  in  March 
1865  up  to  the  end  of  Febioary  1866,  App.  028^— Much  Jess  time  vid  Taricey  than 
«td  Russia,  t^. 

8.  Cmmdereble  Improtfment  rteetUfy  i 

The  line  from  Bagdad  to  the  head  of  the  Persian  Gulf  was  in  very  good  condition  and 
was  working  well  when  witness  left,  about  five  months  ago.  Greener  i860— ^Probable 
ex|>lanation  with  leference  to  a  certain  meeenge  from  Gonstantinople  to  Kurraehee,  the 

acknowledgment  of  which  «us  R.iid  to  have  bi  eii  received  back  at  Constantinople  in 

three  uiiuutes,  16.  2017-2024  Hi-cmt  ii>gtincc  ot  &  utc&sage  imving  been  sent  from 

(\)])Stantinople  to  Kurrachee,  aod  an  acknowledgment  received  in  three  minutes, 
JU.  Halton  so$4<— — Begular  working  lately  lietween  Constantinople  and  Puo,  ib. 
2034.  2035. 

Reference  to  a  r(  r(:ut  report  by  Major  Chamjiaitt.  as  showing  that  great  improvement 
has  taken  place  in  the  workiug  i>f  the  Turkish  portion  of  the  iodo-£uropean  Telegraph, 

Thornton  2682-2685.  2691  ^Tbis  improvement  is  not  a  resnltof  the  appointment  of  the 

|)ic?c lit  Committee,  ii.  '2685.  278'2  Coiifirniaiion  by  Major  Clinmpuin,  of  the  Btate- 

inenttl)at  a  message  had  been  sent  from  Cunstaotiuople  to  Kurrachee,  and  an  acknowledge 
went  received  within  three  miantes,  j(.  1705. 

rx  fMvncc  to  ii  letter  from  Major  Cbampain  in  M-ireli,  in  \s  hicli  be  st.ites  tliat  the 
working  of  the  indo-Europeiin  line  between  Constnnlinoide  an-l  Kurrachee,  in  the  inonih 
of  February,  had  bctti  very  ^oiul,  Thornton  2726.  2737,  2738— Further  letter  from 
Major  Champain  on  30th  April,  in  whicli  lie  ^upplic;  parliculurs  of  the  worliinLj  of  the 

Indo-European  line  durinji  Janua<y,  ib.  2756  liiiproveiuent  in  the  inana.;cjuuiit  of 

iheTuiki.sh  hne  ralber  iliaii  in  the  construction,  there  being  now  not  rnucii  cause  lor 

complamt,  ii.  274.3-2753.  2760  Inquiry  by  Major  Chanipain  with  relerence  to  the 

question  of  a  transfer  of  the  Turkish  line,  be  having  iound  liowerer  that  its  administiution 

li.ui  been  greatly  itnprofed,  ii.  tj6i  Great  uneertMUty  whether  the  iwprofement 

will  last,  ib.  276-2. 

Statement  by  Major  Cbampain,  dated  Constantinople,  a6th  Febraary  i89^  that  during 
tbc  last  tbrec  or  lour  weeks  the  commimicatton  by  telegmph,  both  tO  India  and  London, 
bas  been  surprisingly  regular  and  prompt,  App.^S. 

letters  from  Mr.  Walter  Conrtenay,  in  January  and  February  i86r;,  as  to  the  very 

satisiaciory  working  of  the  Turkish  hne&vid  ConMantinnple,  App.  521,  522. 

Statement  by  Mr.  Courtenay,  dated  Constantinople,  sist  Febmnry  1 866,  that  amesMge 
was  sent  thence  to  Kurrncltee  <»n  tlie  8th  instant,  the  acknowledgment  of  which  was 
iiceived  at  Constantinople  in  three  minutes  urternards,  App.  5-23. 

^■iS — 1.  2i  4.  OtMVealion 
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TuRKEV  {Telegraphic  Com^ivmcation) — contuued. 
4.  Convention  between  England  and  Turkey: 
Copy  of  convention  between  Her  Majesty  and  the  Sultan,  dated  ,vd  September  1864* 
wiih  rtlererice  to  the  maintenanrt     l  i  udminutimtioD  of  tckgnpihic  oumnmiueMioD 
between  Constantinople  and  Fao,  App.  350-352. 

Communication  from  the  India  Office  to  the  Forcii^n  Ofllce,  dated  and  December 
l8fj3,  pnclrsing  mcmoraiidum  of  proposed  political  convention  with  Turkey  for  the  working 
of  the  Iodo>£uropean  Tel^ntph,  00  tlie  first  opening  of  the  tbroagh  line  to  iadia, 

.6.  (Jouiieniitm  between  Turkey  aud  Persia ; 

Copy  of  telegrapbic  convention  between  the  SobUoM  Porto  mod  the  Fenian  Govein. 
ment,  dated  eoth  JNofember  tti6^  App.  4O8-404. 

6.  Steeni  Dnpatehfram  tke  3VrluA  Minister  for  Pareipm  AffiUrt. 

Cojiy  cf  despiitcli.  daird  iitli  April  iWili,  f<om  tlic  Ottoman  Minister  for  Foreign 
Afiairs,  relative  to  the  working  of  Uiat  portion  of  tlie  Indo-£aropean  Telegraph  whicb 
ponce  through  the  Torkish  domioionef  App.  594,  5^. 

7.  Other  detailt  generally. 

Imprrstrion  as  to  tiie  ch'irgc  for  transmission  otrer  the  Turkish  line  beinsr  too  much, 

Hm.  if.  Cirlntslon,  (joy-Gi  1  Failure  oraHeiii[)ls  by  witness's  fomi  any  to  obtain  pcr- 

inission  ti  oin  tlic  Turk  ish  Government  to  lay  ii  line  from  Alexandria,  <ir  from  El  Arisli,  to 

Diarin?kir  or  Constantinople,  &C-,  Glass  1701.  I754-1757  Since  its  completion,  iho 

line  from  Bagdad  tu  Fao  h  is  not  b<;en  inteifeied  with  by  the  Arabj>,  hut  during  constrac- 

tion  waefx  queiitly  injuied  by  them,  Grectur  i860.  1863  The  line  han  bein  exceedingly 

Mc'll  constriictod,  tV;.  \H(h,  iH6'2  ConFtrurtion  of  the  line  faelweon  Conatentiooplo  and 

lia^^dad  under  F.nglisli  superintendence,  il>.  \Ht]j-i><i\}. 

Hoiite  of  llie  line  between  Constantinople  and  Bagdad,  and  between  Baj^dad  and  Fao, 

nt  the  head  of  the  Persian  Gulf,  Greener  1H70  Good  construction  uf  tlie  line  between 

Coiietantiuople  and  Bagdad,  so  that,  if  properly  managed,  it  should  work  as  well  as  iiny 

other  line,  ifi.  1871-1873.  1897  Obetmetion  in  some  parts  of  the  line  in  A«ia  Minor 

in  winter,  when  there  are  heavy  falls  of  snow;  improvement  in  this  respect  if  the  line 

did  not  go  d:rect  througli  the  valleys,  ib.  1874,  1875.  1942-1946  ^The  line  from  Con- 

atantinople  through  to  Fao  ia  piaetieally  worked  fion  Constaiitin<^1c^  aa  being  Iba  head 
quarters,  ife,  iHjfj-iSjS. 

Advantage  of  the  loute  by  the  Euphrates  over  that  of  the  Tigris;  less  danger  of  inter- 
np^on  frotM  llie  Arabs  on  the  former  route,  Oremer  i947-t952«  '959-1963.  1983- 
«aOI«— Improbability  of  Arab  interference  or  injury  «0  loog  a«  the  pRweot  Slieikb  of 
Montefidje  iain  power,  i4.  1951,  195:.  1964,  1  g8§-aooo^— Donbt  wbdher  Govern* 
inent  mcsf^isres  from  this  country  are  given  priority  over  private  messages,  ib.  1971-1974 

 Very  jjood  working  order  of  tlie  line  iietween  Diarbekir  and  Mosul,  ib,  \o,^o-\^% 

<— Namerooa  meeeaffea  aometimes  passing  daily  through  Bagdad,  the  oflieea  bong 
supposed  to  be  open  day  and  night,  t'A.  aoi5,  «oi6. 

8.  GMie/M«ioM«  omf  Bteommmdadam  ef  the  €kmmittee. 

Proportion  of  Indian  telepraphic  messages  now  sent  by  the  different  routes  to  and  from 
Constantinople,  Rep.  x — -Reference  to  the  general  concurrence  of  testimony  as  to  the 

very  defective  administration  of  the  telegraph  in  Turkey,  ib.  xi,  xii  Views  of  Majcn* 

Champain  and  of  Colonel  Ooldsmid  cited  as  showing  the  defective  atrangemeots  in 

Turki^,  and  the  importance  of  a  competfdve  lOute,   Improvement  reported  to  have 

taken  place  of  late  m  working  tfie  lines  in  Turkey,  iiw  xii. 

Conclusion  of  the  Coromiitee  that  a  main  cause  of  the  complaints  so  generally  and 
jrsily  made  is  10  be  foond  in  the  imperfect  administration  of  the  Turkish  system.  Rep.  xii 

 Supgcftions  as  to  the  several  means  by  which  the  service  may  in  time  lieeomo  satis- 

factoiy  ill  its  working,  ib.  xiii— —  Importaoce  of  Uie  e«tabli»liaient  of  separate  lines, 
entiivly  or  partially  independent  of  tiie  present  line,  tbrOHgh  Turkey,  ih  xv. 

Set  also  Bdgr9d«»     Egiffi.      TeUgrapUo  CmmvmkMkm.  (iMta)  I. 


V. 

Valpyt  Ridiard.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Repreiients  the  Statistical  Department  of 
the  Board  of  Thide,  and  tnbmita  vations  letoms  relative  to  the  commctce  between  this 
country  and  India,  ftc,  15-19. 

Van 
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Repori,  i8( 


iri  ..(-iiultjilifi:. 


Vm  DUmen's  LaiuL    Explanation  as  to  the  failure  of  an  attempt  to  lay  a  cable  acrosa 
.  B«a»'a  SCrnita,  co  that  ihera  it  no  telegraphic  communteation  with  Van  Diemea'a  Land, 
Sir  C  JVieiobm  3fi£o.  39;fiS-3954.^--dcc  also  Australia. 

Victoria.    Summary  of  tlie  foreign  and  home  fm  fp  and  sliippini^  of  the  col  ii",  wl  irb  will 
make  use  of  the  proposed  telegraphic  commumcatiun,  App.  635.  ike  alio  AustraUa. 


W. 

Walton,  Henry.  (Analysis  of  liis  Evidence.) — Is  in  rlie  toI>  sr  ipliic  service  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  India;  has  been  employed  in  Bengal  and  other  purU  i4  India,  and  is  tonveisdnt 
with  th'  line  through  Persia  anil  witii  |/ai  is  of  the  Persian  Gulf  line,  2025-2030.  2033, 

8o6it  3062  Good  condition  lor  the  most  part  of  the  line  ihrough  Persia,  2031.  3o47, 

«057-4o6o— —ObstmetHm  caused  daring  the  pant  vdnter  hf  the  snow,  where  a  portion 
of  ttie  line  had  been  taken  thr^iiiih  n  dffile  ;  alteration  beinj  made  at  this  point,  sf»  that 

the.  interruption  will  not  a^rain  arise,  io;^  1 ,  iu;]^  Ucceut  instance  of  a  mes$»age  having 

heen  sent  mmi  Constantinople  10  Kurracliec  imd  an  acknowledii^ement  received  in  three 
ninutes,  2034  Regtifar  working  lately  bet  wren  Constantinople  and  Pao,  2034,  C035. 

Evidence  as  to  the  advantages  uf  the  Persian  line,  in  conjunction  with  the  Russian,  for 
the  tranmniieiott  of  mt-s^ages  between  India  and  England.  2036-2o.55-~~Stepe  t^eil 
for  putting  up  a  second  wire  through  Persia,  to  be  reaerred^for  lndi>'Europe«n  meMun^ 
■3036.  20.55  Emptoyment  of  both  English  and  French  rignalienon  the  Peieiinmie, 

2   17.  2044  Convention  bciwecn  Russia  and  Persia,  as  to  the  woHttttg  of  tbs  line 

between  Telieran  and  the  Russian  irontier,  2037.  3049,  2050. 

Exftlanation  as  to  the  unsatisfactory  result  in  the  ease  of  some  meitagei  to  India  vUi 

Russia;  recently  the  Russian  line  has  been  woikini:  very  well,  2039,  2040  Short 

period  in  which  messages  are  now  delivered  between  London  and  Teheran  via  the 

Kussian  line,  2040.  3042.  204S  Eneountgement  now  given  to  the  employment  of 

English  signallers  on  the  Russian  line,  2041,  2042.  2046  Objection  by  the  Persian 

Government  to  any  forei  gn  interference  as  regards  the  protection  of  the  line,  -O44,  2045, 
-  ■    Very  good  workinij  of  the  line  between  Teheran  and  T  ilinz,  2047.  2048. 

Emplovnient  on  the  Persian  line  of  men  who  had  served  in  the  Indian  Department, 

but  who  had  resigned  on  account  of  their  inadequate  pay  in  India,  2062-2065  Very 

insuflii  ient  Stat}"  nt  Knrrachee  and  otlv  r  points  for  llie  trarismis  1011  r  f  the  numerous 
messages  received,  2066  Evidence  at  to  the  unduly  limited  pay  in  tlie  Indian  Tele- 
graph Department,  eo  that  it  is  difficult  to  obtain  a  proper  staff,  3067,  3o68.  so84-ao9<. 

2101-2)09  Use  of  sounding  insirumonts  in  the  ofRi  e'^  in  India,  the  meMfligea  Mt 

bfong  printed  at  all ;  fertile  source  of  inaccuracy  thereby,  2u(i8,  20t>g. 

UntraatworUiy  clats  of  persona  employed  in  the  telegraph  offices  in  India ;  these  are 
chiefly  East  Indians,  pure  natives  not  being  allowed  to  bo  empJoyed,  2070-2073,  2104- 
3I0g— — Bad  condition  of  titc!  Goveinment  lines  in  the  North  Western  Provinces,  owing 
very  unich  to  the  defective  insulator*,  ioT^-Wjfk  •079—^— Very  had  state  aLso  of  the 
line  between  Kurrachee  and  Bombay,  there  bdng|  moreover,  a  deficiency  of  clerks  at 

Kiimchee,  3077,  3078  ^Exceedingly  irregular  working  of  the  line  between  Bombay 

art!  (\ifcutla,  caused  very  umch  by  the  centralisation  system  and  the  necessity  of 

referring  to  Calcutta,  even  on  the  most  trivial  matters,  3079-2082  Unduly  long  time 

for  whidi  the  aignallen  are  Icepit  on  doty  in  India,  3083. 

Better  remuneratinn  of  signallers,        in  Persia  than  in  India,  2084-209-2  Charge 

for  transmission  in  Peraia  and  India  respectively,  2093,  2094.2112,2113-  Practice 

in  Persia  «<  to  tiie  language  in  which  messages  are  transmitted,  204)4-2096  Trans* 

miiision  of  messi^es  through  Kurrachee,  without  their  being  translated  at  that  point, 

2097,  2098  Less  cost  or  a  message  from  Teheran  to  London  tnd  Russia  than  twd 

Turkey,  2  1  10,  2111  Separate  treaties  of  Persia  with  Turkey,  with  Russia,  and  with 

this  country,  2113  Reference  to  the  contemplated  extension  of  the  line  from  Ispahan 

to  Bander  Abhas,  3114. 

Wahmtf  Hubert  Izaak.   (Analysiis  of  his  Bfidenee.)— Has  been  «ngagied  at  Kurrachee 

director  of  the  Persian  Gulf  Telegraph  line  to  Fao,  311 1,  31 12  Left  Kurrachee  very 

recently  and  the  line  was  then  in  on  excellent  condition,  3113-3118  Great  improve* 

ment  since  tlie  end  of  last  v  -i    1  the  service  from  Kurrachee  into  the  interior  of  India, 

3119-3123.3133  Considerable  delay  experienced  in  some  instances  at  Kurrachee 

tluoiigh  the  defectiTe  workiiq;  of  the  bies  in  India;  great  improvement  haying, 
however,  latterly  taken  place,  3124-3129.  3133. 

Very  defective  state  in  which  messages  used  to  arrive  at  Fao  from  England,  as  well 

as  at  &nrrachee  flrom  India,  3130-3133  Satla&ctory  working  of  the  line  from 

Kurraclu  e  to  Gwadur  ;  great  advantage  if  this  line  were  extended  to  Bunder  A '  l  as 

and  ou  to  Bushire,  3134-3147  ^Insufficiency  of  the  Persian  Gulf  for  the  transuii&si<Hi 

of  an  increased  nwnMr  of  nMNget,  10  that  n  Mud  line  tbrongh  Pemn  is  voiy  denrahii^ 
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Walton,  Hubert  Izank.    (Analysis  of  bb  ETidenca) — oontimttd. 

^140-3147.  3150,  3151  ^TraiumiMioD  of  all  the  mmstjmt  over  the  Penian  Oulf  line 

in  English,  3 1 4B,  3 1 49  Sttffieiency  of  the  Peraiea  Gulf  liae.  end  Me  other  liae»  for  ell 

the  metragee  likely  to  be  teat  to  Cbinat  AutnUa,  1Mb,  e»  «cU  es  to  Indija,  3lfiil| 
3141. 

Lerge  exeera  nrrroeipta  over  expenm  on  the  Persian  Gelflhie,  whiUt  the  profits  would 

probably  be  doubled  if  the  tolc^rapbs  to  England  on  the  one  hand,  and  into  IndiJi  OB 

the  other,  were  efficiently  administered,  3153-3160.  3178-3181.  319O-3194  Coop 

tinuoae  nisht  and  diiy  service  on  the  line,  3161  Excellent  staff  of  signallers  emplo^red, 

3162  Absence  of  interft-rence  00  the  part  of  the  Arabs,  3164,  3165  Suggestions 

made  by  wilnes-s  for  improving:  the  course  of  the  Ime  eastward  of  Kurrachee,  3i()G — ~» 
Large  local  traffic  on  ibe  Peistan  Gulf  line,  3167. 

Varying  time  occupied  between  England  and  the  head  of  the  Persian  Gulf  during  the 
present  year,  the  messages  being  frequently  delayed  either  in  Turkey  or  in  Europe,  3168. 

3203-3207  ItupreH^ioii  U8  to  tlie  Hver.ige  Lime  now  occupied  belwecn  Kurii'cliee  and 

Calcutta  being  from  fifteen  to  eighteen  bouci  j  Colonel  Robinson,  however,  is  a  better 

'  authority  on  this  point,  3169, 3170.  3314-3MI— -Verjr  |SOod  working  of  the  «id)WBrine 
line  Tom  Fao  tu  Gsvadu),  as  compared  with  the  land  line,  3171,  3t7A"~^Ottbt  ae 
tliere  being  more  dnUy  in  Turkey  than  in  Europe,  3t 77-3179* 

Cootral  by  the  Bombay  Government  of  Uie  Persian  Oulf  line  flrom  Fao  to  Karraeheef 
8163-3184.  324-2,  3223  Very  short  time  rpquirod  between  Kurrachee  and  Calcutta 

,  if  the  line  were  in  a  proper  state,  3185-3189.  3217.  3831  Further  reference  to  the 

■  occnrrence  on  one  occasion  of  some  considerable  dela|r  before  messages  could  be  for- 
tiaided  into  India  from  Kurrachee;  this  was  partly  owtn^  to  obMniotioa  caused  by  the 

'  -floods,  3 1 9^  -3202^— Much  greater  cost  of  a  anbmafine  liaa  than  a  lend  Uoa^  tba  nttar 
.  aJio  btsing  more  readily  tepaired,  3908-3113. 

Walton,  IT.  I.    Letter  fn'm  Mr.  TT.  I.  Waltm,  as  ofTiriating  deputy  superintendent  of 
telegraphs  in  Bengal,  dated  16th  May  l8t)i,  submitting  suggestions  for  a  re-organisation  of 
'  ^  Stan' of  die  department,  App.  463-465. 

■Letters  hnm  Mr.  Wa'tr.n,  in  AT;iv  1865,  with  rcft^rence  to  llie  dafcctife  wolking  of  (he 

telegraph  beUvecn  Kiiriiiclne  ami  \'>omb&y,  App.  43I-433. 

Communication  from  Mr.  V\  alton  to  the  Govemoient  of  India,  in  October  1865,  with 
reference  to  the  uniatisfactory  working  of  the  telegraph  between  England  and  Fao»  and 
.  the  delays  experienced  in  Turkey,  App.  434-436. 

WrxkLY  MAlhi 

1.  Goietdthj  ns  to  the  €Tpe<1irnc>j  of  a  Wi'My  Mtdl  to  TiuUa  via  Bombay. 
£.  Details  relative  tit  the  Views  and  J^oeeedijigt  of  the  Indian  and  Momt 

'  Author  ities  in  the  Matter. 
3.  Cost  of  the  Proposed  Service. 

■  4.  Question  of  Increasing  the  Postage. 
;  6.  Effect  vpon  the  Pasxenger  Traffic. 

6.  SuggeMhom  at  to  the  Aumbtr  and  Clot*  of  Vttult,  and  ike  Hate  of  Speed. 

7.  Ex^Umaiary  Staiementa  on  tko  part  of  CAe  Pemnsulat  «na  Oriental 
'■  Company. 

8.  Vietcs  of  the  Committee  as  to  the  Expediency  of  the  Proposed  Service. 

'  1.  Generally  as  to  the  Expediency  of  a  Weekly  Mail  to  India      Bombajf  : 

Views  of  the  Post  Office  as  to  tlie  Importance  of  a  we<fkly  mail  with  Bombay,  Hill 

183-1 S7  Gffiit  iiicrfusc  of  postal  communicHlioii  to  the  public  by  a  wenkly  mail  to 

Bombay  in  lieu  of  tbe  present  service,      227~-2  >9~  Statement  strongly  in  favour  o£ 

a  weekly  mail  from  London  to  Bombay,  iVe&on  823-825.  852-856— —Contemplatttd 
abaadoamant  of  the  separate  sen  service  to  Madras  and  Calcutta  if  there  were  a  weekly 
mail  to  Bombay,  more  especially  when  the  Indian  railways  are  completed,  Cani>beU 

1002-10]  I. 

Approval  of  Friday  as  the  day  for  despatching  a  weekly  mail  to  India,  Campbell  loo6« 

1009;  M'Meeking  1079-1081;  (Sretn  1178,  1179;  liourdillon  2519,  2520  Great 

advaiiiage  if  ttieie  were  a  weekly  mail  to  Bombay,  leaving  London  on  Friday,  Gladstone 

'  1029-1038^  1047-1049  Contemplated  despatch  of  all  the  Indian  mails  to  Bombay, 

to  bo  distributed  there  by  railway,  if  there  were  a  wtsekly  service^  ill  Ii>3g-I04l.  10^7 

'   General  feeliuLT  among  the  inL  ichants  at  Liverpool  as  to  the  eXjjedirricv      a  weekly 

mail  every  Friday,  ib,   Impurlauce  of  a  weekly  mail, irrespectivt  u  ui  the  quej>tton 

■  of  iniprovemetit  in  the  tt  legraphic  pemce,  Robintom  1124-1126.  113^1136. 

Mcnioiial  from  tlic  Glasgow  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  favour  of  a  weekly  mail betWOCn 
Suez  and  Bombay,  lu  iieu  of  tiie  existing  service  via  Gaiic,  App.  (^44. 
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WmkLY  MAlL—contimud, 

2.  Detaila  relative  tn  the  Fum  mni  PfoetX^  «f  tkt  Adiurn  and  Mom  AuAo- 

ritia  in  the  iXJuUer: 

Approval     I3n  Tresaory     the  prnpoMrt  weekly  mail,  piovideii  the  Indiu  Oovorn- 

aUTDt  would  pay  llie  iiicieiisfil  ch  iri^e,  Hill  ^'O".  218-226. 

Reference  to  the  views  oi'  the  GoTernment  of  India  iu  support  of  the  represeutationa  of 
the  Direetoi'GleBenil  of  tlie  Pott  Office  in  India,  as  to  the  impottance  of  a  weekly  mail  to 

Bomliav,  and  t!ie  iniii<;tirn  in  such  cnpo  of  charginj;  the  Indian  revenues  with  any  por- 
tion oi"  the  servicej  via  G.illf,  BourdiUoa  2514-2^17.  2521-2523  Loiii:  period  (or 

which  tbo  IndiaB  GovcrBmeM  have  been  in  fkvour  of  a  weekly  mail  to  Bombayi  ti» 
■  2518. 

Objection  by  the  Treasury  to  a  wceicly  mail  on  the  ground  only  of  the  increased  cost, 
Bourdillou  S594-3530«<-<->WiHingnesB  of  the  Indian  Government  to  pay  it*  fair  prnpor- 
tioi)  of  any  iAcreaaed  evpettiO  MOeiMry  in  perfieetiog  the  eomimnicaiioQ  with  India,  ib, 
-  Q2;)c)-2344 — -Cireumetanceof  the  Ticasvry  having  mtimated  in  Deoimberlaittfaat  they 
fhotiid  iKit  further  prNB  the  qneitioo  of  mcKoied  latea  of  pottage  •  vondition  of  a 
wceldy  mailj  ib.  2531. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Melrill  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Post  Office  in  October  i860,  expressing 
thf  concurrence  of  Sir  Charles  Wood  in  the  opinion  of  the  Government  of  Indisi,  as  to 
the  importance  of  the  estabiisliment  as  soon  as  possible  of  a  weekly  postal  communica- 
tion between  England  and  Bombay,  App.  331. 

Communication  from  the  GuTemmeut  of  Indiu  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India, 
dated  31  »t  .'Vugni't  in  support  of  a  letter  from  the  Director  General  of  the  Post 

OiBfe  in  India  m  tavmir  of  a  weekly  mail  t"  Bombay,  and  of  the  diaeoolinminoe  of  the 

service  via  Gallo  to  ^ladras  mid  Caloutin,  Apj).  O^l/c-^l. 

L< iter  from  the  Director-General  of  the  Indian  Post  Office,  dated  '.•4th  April  i860,  ex- 
planatory of  his  views  in  support  of  the  establishment  of  a  weekly  mail,  the  mail  to 

Cuicutta  and  Mudr.is  beini^  at  (he  same  lime  discoulimiod,  App.  232,  I'Xl- 

Farther  oooimnnicution  from  the  GoYemmeni  of  India,  dated  atilb  June  1861,  in 
support  of  fnrtfwr  report  by  Mr.  Riddell  advoeating  a  weekly  mail  to  Bombay,  App, 

841-243. 

Further  statement  by  Mr.  Riddell,  dated  igth  April  iStil,  in  support  of  the  proposi- 
tion for  a  weekly  mail  to  Bombay,  and  thence  overtond  to  Madias  and  CSalentta,  App, 

243,  244. 

Coi  respoodeoce  in  1861  and  1863  upon  the  subject  of  a  service  A>ur  tiroes  a  moalb  to 
Bombay,  in  liav  of  the  proposed  weekly  serneet  also  forms  of  tender  for  the  two  addi- 

tional  services  tuonllily  from  Advn  to  Bombay,  App.  C44,  et  scq. 

Correspoadettce  in  1865  upon  the  quesiicm  uf  the  mails  bet&g  despatched  every  Fnday 
instend  of  only  four  times  a  month,  App.  273-291. 

Fiirtht  r  comnuinications  Irn  ii  the  Government  of  India  and  (he  I)irectoT^g:eneml  of 
the  Po^i  Oflice  m  iudit,  in  February  and  April  1865,  in  support  ui' the  eatablisbmeot  of 
'  a  weekly  mail,  App.  279-^81. 

Repetition  by  the  India  Offlee,  in  letter  of  5th  October  1865,  of  former  representation* 

as  to  the  great  importance  comniercially  of  a  wi  ekly  mail  to  Bombay,  A.pp.  286. 

Communication  from  the  Treasury  to  the  Post  Office,  dated  14  December  1865,  ob- 
jecting to  the  expense  involved  in  the  establishment  of  a  weekly  mail  service  to  Bombay, 

if  unaccompanied  with  an  ariv.mr  e  \\\  the  po';tii<,'e,  uol'  9S  the  Government  of  India  should 
think  fit  to  defray  the  eniire  amount  of  the  increased  co«t  of  each  service,  App.  291. 

letter  from  die  Governor  Oeneial  in  Cooncil  to  tlie  Seerrtary  of  State  for  India,  dated 

aa  Ffbruary  1  ^fi6,  urj»ing  the  adoption  of  some  iirran^enient  whereby  India  tnay  obtain 
the  i;reat  advantage  of  a  weekly  mail  to  Bombay  without  bem^  compelled  at  the  same 
time  to  pay  part  of  the  expense  uf  maintaining  anotlier  line  of  commnnieatiQft  whieh  is 
no  longer  uf  any  service  to  India,  App.  599. 

Further  communic%tjon  from  the  Director  General  of  ihz  Post  Office  of  India,  dated 
iQFebruary  1H66,  relative  to  the  expediency  of  the  immediate  establishment  of  a  weekly 

■ervioe  between.  Sues  and  Bombay,  A^.  600-603  Coocluaioo  arrived  at  ia  Mr> 

Riddeirs  letter  of  19  Febraary  i86(>,  that  there  witl.be  no  iocmae  of  expense,  provided 
the  service  between  Suez  ar.d  India  is  exclusively  confined  to  Bombay,  ih.  600, 601. 

Despatohes  from  Lord  De  Grey  and  Ripon  to  the  Government  of  India,  dated  31 
March  1868  and  May  1866,  declining  to  sanction  the  proposal  for  two  additional  msUs 
moiithlv  b.  twpen  Bombay  and  Stie^  pending  the  inquiries  by  the  present  Committeei, 
App.  (}02, 603. 

Commnnicatkm  fW>m  tl^e  India  Ofllee  to  the  Post  Office,  dated  5'May  1866,  in  whieh 

it  is  further  stated  (hat  Lord  De  Grey  is  not  prepared  to  sanction,  at   the  sole  charge  of 
India,  the  establishment  of  the  additioual  steamers  required  between  Suez  and  Bombay 
finr  a  weekly  service,  il^,60Si 
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IFkXJTXr  jlfj/X,— continaed. 

2.  Details  relative  to  the  Views  and  Proceedings,  ^'v.— continued. 

Copy  ui'teiiiitr  by  Mtssis.  Steatns,  Hobart  kCo.,  un  behalf  of  the  Bumbay  and  Bengal 
Company,  dated  12  January  ib6H,  tor  two  »ddili<inul  mail  services  monihly  betweea 

Suez  and  Bombay  for  30,000  rupees  u  mohtb»  Af^.  603  Letter  iroin  tbe  Uombty 

Oovernmeoi,  dated  27  Jannory  i8()G,  strongly  recoii>meodin<;  that  the  tender  be  at  onoe 

accepted  provisionally  f  ir  a  yc.iv,  Ih.  Note  by  the  Director  General  of  Po^^t  Offices  in 

India,  dated  '^6  Januarv  i^()ti.  stiongly  advocatiug  the  iiMmediate  acceptance  of  the  lender 
of  llesint.  Steam  &  Elobart,  ji.  605. 

Official  papers  und  concsj  on<!er.te  of  (lie  Public  TVorks  Department  and  the  Poet 
Office,  in  India,  in  September,  Oct  btir,  aud  riovetiiber  1^65,  upon  the  qoeetion  of  ex« 
pediiing  the  conveyance  of  the  mails  by  railway  to  Calcalta,«e.  In  eranectton  with  a 

weekly  service  between  Suez  and  Boiubuy,  App.  0of5-6l2. 

Communication  front  Mr.  Hill  on  the  piirt  of  the  Post  Office  to  the  India  Office,  dated 
«4  May  1866,  jusiiryin:;  the  cuurRe  ol  action  of  the  former  department  in  regard  to  the 
question  of  a  weekly  mail  to  Bombay,  and  charging  the  respon^ibilitv  in  tbe  matter  upoa 

tJie  Indian  Government,  /Jpp.  653  Argument  on  the  part  of  the  Post  Office,  that  any 

loss  ID  accrue  fioni  tlie  propo*ed  service  sliould  lall  upon  the  Indian  GoTernment,  us  b'^iug 
chiefly  attributable  to  the  oppoaitioa  of  such  QovcrMOieut  to  even  a  temporary  tucreaae 
in  the  rate  of  postage,  iJb. — --Statemedt  in  this  letter  as  to  theioaeeoracy  ofMr.  Ridder* 

calculations,  ib. 

Cummuiitcation  from  the  India  Office  to  tbe  Pottt  Office,  duted  12  June  1866,  further 
objectmg  to  any  iiicrt«se  of  po?tai;e  in  eonneeUon  with  a  weekly  mail  to  Bombay,  and 
dissenting  from  the  v  cw  that  any  additional  ocpense  ihovid  fwl  cxduaiTely  tt|KNi  the 

revenues  of  India,  App.  654. 

3.  Cost  of  the  Propoted  Service  t 

Reasons  for  a  much  larger  clmr^e  for  a  weekly  service  to  Bombay,  than  for  thepnaent 
fortnii^htly  service  to  Bombay.  Matlraf,  and  Calcutta,  thoueli  the  latter  inv(j|vc's  a  ^eater 

mileace,  BUI  187-201  Ofier  by  the-  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company  'o  perfomi 

two  mure  pi  rvici  s  in  the  calendar  month  oetween  Suez  and  Bombay  for  un  additional 

subsidy  of  (io,ooo     id.        19^-198  Data  for  calculating  that  tbe  net  additional 

eoM  of  «  wtekly  mail  to  Bombay  woakl  ha  30VOOO  L  a  year,  it*  agf-^gy. 

4.  Qm^iemofiiKTeadiigthieP^iget 

Conchisirm  arrive:!  at  by  the  ro-^t  OfRce  thaf.  a  weekly  mail  to  India  might  be  estib- 
lished  if  the  postage  uer<^  raised  from  6  </.  to  i  i.,  the  Indian  Government  and  Sir  Charles 
Wood  havinii,  hoiwwer»  slronfly  objected  to  saeb  inerease.  HiU  eofiosiy. 

Decided  dissent  from  ti.c  views  of  the  Post  Office  iiuthoriiles  timt  the  rate  of  postage 
must  be  doubled  in  order  to  make  up  the  increased  cost  of  a  weekly  service,  iV«/foit82&- 
8s8  Argument  a«  to  the  unfitimeM  of  refusing  a  weekly  mail  to  Bombay,  on  the 

ground  of  tiie  India  Office  not  ctinsentinj  to  an  increased  rate  of  postajje,  K>ii(jht  -2357. 

Views  expressed  by  tbe  Post  Office  in  November  1862  and  l863«  ^  expediency 
of  raising  the  pottage  from  6  </.  to  1  i.  on  each  half  ounce  letter  between  Bitgland  ana 

India,  in  coiiiieclion  with  a  weekly  m  iil  (0  r)ombay,  App.  iCyi.  271,  272. 

further  statement  by  the  Post  Office  in  May  1863  in  regard  to  tbe  Indian  anthoritiee 
hehig  moved  to  consent  to  an  increase  of  postage  in  connection  with  the  oontoai|»faited 

eslabiishuient  uf  a  weekly  moil  to  Bonibiiy,  App.         27 J. 

Further  communication  from  tbe  Post  Office  to  tbe  India  Office,  in  May  1 865,  urgine 
the  adoption  of  steps  for  obtaining  the  consent  of  the  Indian  Govemmeat  to  tfie  proposed 

augmentatiou  of  the  postage,  in  connection  with  a  weekly  mail,         276,  277, 

Communication  from  tbe  India  Office  to  tbe  Post  Office,  dated  23  June  1865,  id 
farther  support  of  a  weekly  nail  to  Bombay,  but  objeeting  to  an  inerease  of  postage  as 
a  necessary  condition  of  such  mail  being  est  iblished,  App.  278,  379. 

Objections  by  tbe  Ouvernment  of  India,  in  communication  dated  17  April  1806,  to  an 
inerease  of  the  minimum  charge  to  1 App.  979,  eSa 

Ohjecrions  fortlier  urged  by  the  India  Office  in  June  and  October  1865,  against  the 
suggested  increase  of  postap"n  in  connection  with  a  weekly  rn:iil,  App.  279.  28t>. 

Exceptions  further  taken  by  Mr.  Hiddell  to  the  prv^posed  increase  of  postage  in  con- 
oeetion  with  a  weekly  mail,  App.  280-282. 

Further  communication  Ironi  tbe  Post  Office,  dated  14  July  1865,  '•'s  to  the  ubjei  tion 
to  a  weekly  mail  to  Bumbay,  ou  the  score  of  cost,  unless  the  rates  of  postage  be  incieased, 
Afp,  <84-«66. 

Letter  from  the  Postmaster  General  to  the  Treasury,  dated  16  November  i86>^,  sub- 
mitting certain  correspondence  between  the  Post  Office  and  the  Indian  Office,  and 
Wging  the  expcdicitcy  of  un  increase  of  postage  as  the  condition  of  iWNinrillg  ineieeaed 
cost  m  reapea  of  a  weekly  mail  to  Bombay,  App.  sgo. 
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WkMELY  Mail — continued. 

5.  Effect  vptn  the  Ptittenger  Traffic : 

Question  considered  whether  if  there  were  a  weekly  mail  to  Bombay,  the  China  pas* 
wagers,  instead  ot  nong  round  by  Galie,  misht  not  with  advnntage  land  at  Bombay  and 
go  l>y  railway  10  Madras  and  Oaleatta.  and  thence  on  byateamer;  objections  to  this 

plan,  Nebtm  851-S99  Opinmi  advene  to  passengers  tar  China,  &c.,  crossing  by 

lailway  fi  om  Bombay  to  Madras,  instead  of  going  by  Galle,  Crake  939-953. 

Doubt  a»  to  paaseogers  from  Suez  using  the  railways  from  Bombay  to  Calcutta  and 
Madras  in  preference  to  going  round  by  steamer,  vid  Gaite,  HemU  t«68-l970— —  Pro* 

bability  of  tlie  vessels  vid  Galle  having  at  certain  seasons  full  cargoes  of  passengers  to 
and  from  Australia  and  Cbiua,  even  if  the  great  bulk  of  Indian  passengers  were  to  use 
a  w«AIy  line  to  Bombty, «(.  1317-1336. 

6.  Suggeitioas  as  to  the  Number  and  Clou  oj'  Vestel$,  and  the  Rate  of  l^eed: 

Explanalion  of  a  plan  ralimitted  by  wiineas  to  Sir  Gbarlea  Trevelyan,  when  Fioaoce 

mir  i  t  1  India,  Tor  ^rchtly  expediting  the  service  between  England  and  India,  and  for 
a  weekly  service  between  S^uez  and  Bombay ;  vesseU  proposed  for  the  aervice,  Heanie 

Calculation  thai  a  speed  of  eleven  knots  an  hour  instead  of  nine  and  a-hii!f  kn  ts 
for  a  weekly  serNice  between  Bombay  and  hiiez  would  involvt:  an  iucreased  expense  of 
87^00  /.  a  vear  for  coa],  Samuda  2942—— Proposed  construction  of  five  new  shipe 
wbicb,  in  addition  to  the  "  Simla,"  should  suffice  wr  a  weekly  service  on  the  Indian  siae 
at  the  rale  of  eleven  knots ;  seven  TesieU  on  tiria  Ime  wotild*  however,  be  better,  t6. 

7.  ExphnatOTy  Statement  OH  ike  part  of  the  Peniiuular  and  (MnUi  Compainf  t 

Application  mada  to  witoflsa'aeoiqinny  by  thePoatUffioeuponthequeaiionof  »  weekly 
aerviee  to  India  in  lieu  of  the  aervieea  per  mondi,  Howett  1259,  13d0  Offer  by  the 

Company  10  undcrtakr  a  weekly  service  or  fifty-two  voyages  instead  of  forty-eignt  for 

an  addition  of  one-twellih  to  the  subsidy,  ib.  i-2l>i,  i2t)2  Due  cousideration  given  by 

the  company  to  ibe  question  of  a  weekly  mail  to  Bombay,  the  ibrtnightly  mail  to 
Calcutta  and  Madras  being  dispensed  with;  obstacles  to  this  arrangement,  thecomptl^ 
being  however  prepared  further  10  cons^ider  the  matter,  iO,  1263-1278. 

CSaleolation,  showing  that  there  would  on  tho  whole  be  a  diminution  of  17^98  miles 
1>y  making  certain  alterations  in  the  present  services  to  India,  Ciiinn,  and  Auitiaiiay 

including  a  weekly  service,  between  Suez  and  Bombay,  Howell  1 447-1 4<S9' 

Objecticns  urged  by  Mr.  Ritchie  on  the  pert  of  the  PenioFular  and  Oriental  Company 
in  Dect-mber  i86o  against  the  proposal  for  a  weekly  mail  to  Bombay,  to  embrai  e  also 
Calcutta  and  Madras  by  means  of  a  weekly  service  overland  In/iu  Bombay,  App. , 
fi84-<36. 

Coniiiiunication  fnmi  the  ronip-'uv  to  the  Post  OfKce,  daied  15th  Oct  I  r  iS'fi:,  upon 
the  question  of  tendering  fur  u  niail  service  twice  u  month  between  Aden  unci  liuiubay, 
App*  267-270. 

Statement  on  the  part  of  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company  in  February  1865  as  to 
the  large  inc  rea^e  ot  expense  involved  in  a  weekly  mail  from  England  b  Ilea  of  a  mail 
four  times  a  month,  App.  274-276. 

Letter  from  the  supertntendent  of  the  company  at  Bombay  to  the  Bombay  Government^ 
dated  30th  May  1 865,  witii  rerereaee  to  an  additional  fortnightly  mail  service  betwean 
£i^land  and  Bombay,  App.  sSy. 

Statement  showim^tha  niiiaase  involved  in  a  weekly  mail  to  India,  otd  Bombay,  and  a 

fortnightly  mail  to  C^oa  fitun  Suez,  App.  565  Mileage  uble  of  a  weekly  torviee  to 

Bomhay,  and  a  wcdtly  mail  to  China,  inA  Bombay  and  Oucatte  alternatoly,  I'A. 

8.  Views  of  the  Committee  at  to  the  Expediency  of  the  proposed  Service : 

Important  advantages  to  be  derived  from  a  weekly  mail  to  Bombay,  so  that  lh«  qnei- 
tion  ol  inerttsed  cost  should  not  be  on  insuperable  obstacle,  Hep.  v-vii— ^ftefeivnee  to 

the  vie«s  expressed  bv  tlie  Direetor  General  of  tin-  Post  Offiee  in  India,  and  l)V  the 

Governor  General  in  1860,  in  favour  strongly  of  a  weekly  seivice  vid  Bombay,  ib.  Ee> 

ftivnoe  also  by  the  Commiiiec  to  the  4^imon  o£  the  Postmaster  General  in  July  18^  as  to 
the  advantage  of  substituting  for  the  fwesent  posiat  service  with  India  a  waekly  senriea 
by  way  of  Bombay  ezclusiv4  ly,  ib.  vL 

Concurrence  In  the  view  of  the  Indian  authorities  as  to  the  unfairness  of  liie  loss 

arising  fiom  a  weekly  mail  falling  upon  India  exclusively,  Bep.  vi,  vii  Numerous 

leadmg  iiierchauts  and  bankers  in  London,  Manchester,  and  Liverpool,  and  in  India,  from 
whom  representations  have  been  rteeived,  prayini;  that  u  week  v  nia  l  niii;lit  I  e  esta- 
blished between  London  and  Bombay,  16.  vii  Dissent  Irom  the  view  of  the  PostUffice 

that  whatever  additional  c.\  Dense  might  be  eniailed  by  the  estsUisbmeat  of  a  weekly 
nail  to  Bombay,  should  ha  borne  exclusively  by  the  Indisn  Goverom«nf,i(. 

4«8— I*  O  3  Referenoe 
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IFcsnr  Jlf|j£— ^continued. 

8.  Views  of  the  Committee  as  to  the  Exprdiency,  ifc — continued. 

Reiitreiice  to  tha  wiUinffDew  expressed  by  the  Indira  Govenuueui,  by  a  despatch  ia 
Febniary  1868*  to  Jbrmud  the  cetaUishiBeDt  of  a  weekly  tatiky  by  aceeirting  the  rmM»>» 
Kibility  of  any  loss  that  may  thereby  tip  inrurrcfi,  vii— Conc!o»ion  of  the  Conn- 
mittee  that  the  question  of  profit  and  ioss  widmi  rea»oDable  boonds  is  a  oonsidetation 
entitled  to  little  wei^ttit  in  tha  caK  «f  so  iai)Mtni  a  pfistai  Mniea  aa  Ifcat  t^wetn 
England  and  India,  ib. 

•  .     Duta  for  the  coodusion  that  the  time  has  anived  wlicn  tenders  sinouid  be  invited  Sot  a 
(    weekly  settioa  to  Bombay  alon^  Rep,  wr      The  proposed  aenrice  should  be  oa  tta 
r   footiajj;  of  an  aifwaia  Mnieay«iiliiaiy  aneoaaaciMiy  to  tlw  aaitwud  of  Sue^inlii  aiqr 
other  ma3  aernceiy  ib. 

See  alio  Britith  India  SUam  JVbMgafiM  Compaq      OakMOa,  ]« 

Wdght  of  Mailt.   Weight  and  BMasurement  of  the  mails  conveyed  Igr  each  packet  Irom 
Southampton  in  the  yean  1MI4  aad  i86£y  Ajif*  570, 571. 

WelU,  Lewis.    ('Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — ^Ropresente  the  T(^■!i)a|l!l  Construction aod 

Maintenance  Company,  3441  Explanation  as  to  the  company  no  longer  njoeiving 

neflsages  for  tranamisaion  to  India,  wA  Bgypt  and  Diarbekir,  on  aeeooBt  of  the  Turkini 

Governnipnt  suddenly  giving  notice  that  u)'  x  wrre  tinprcpared  to  accept  any  Furnppan 
niessaves  by  the  line,  3442-3457— — Constunt  hability  to  delay  m  using  the  loiui  iuies 
through  Egypt,  3450. 

ifwl  htSm,  Very  heavy  loss  upon  the  West  Indk  Packet  Service  BSS  S33f  39t> 

'lKiv(/adia»  Telegraph).  Explanation  rdetive  to  tte  delay  experienoei  in  Aa  supply  of 
*i   wire  from  this  coimtiy  for  the  Indian  line^  ThrtOm  1699^  a;oa 

Sir  CharUi,  See  ImBa  Qffiee,4r«> 
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